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DEMOCRACY in India is threatened by a new 
. danger. Economic planning, which the Plan­

ning Commissiqn had '"visualised as a great experi­
ment in democracy .axi.d' which ; had been hailed as 
such in many parts of the world, may now take a 
new direction which must necessarily mean the ulti­
mate destruction of democratic ways of living in this 
country. .While the communist defeat in the Andhra 
elections has ruled out a rejection of the democratic 
postulates of economic planning through a change in 
th~ Governement at least in the immediate .future, 
it app~ars .that this may take place through the accep­
tance of , "physical planning" by ruling circles in the 
country and ·particularly by Pandit Nehru. 

The high~priest 6~ "physical planning," which thus 
threatens' to :enter tp.rough the back-poor, is . Prof. P. 
C;, ·~;1,~hplo;9Prb,t{!"I?,~e~tg~ ·of the India!\ St~ti~tical 
InsWtitlrn q~1~v~.al ~ ;wl;lo ,is ,also Statistical Adviser to 
.the· Cabi:Q.et ·and r wields great personal influence with 
Pandit Nehru. In· recent years, this statistician has 
built up a large staff, including some foreign experts, 
at his institute in Calcutta, mainly through funds 
made available by the Government of India. The 
list of the foreign experts at the Institute is revealing. 
it il;!=!ludes two leading Soviet economists · with 
the Gosplan anq Prof. Oscar Lange of the Polish 
Planning Organisation. From countries outside the 
Iron Curtain, there are Prof. Charles Bettleheim of 
France, Prof. Rangar Frisch and Dr. R. M. Goodwin. 
All these are_ suspected of fellow-travelling tendencies. 
The latter two are econometricians and, by virtue of 
their subject itself, they tend to think of human 
beings in terms of tid y 1 ittle patterns of behaviour that 
can be ntted into equations and graphs. There is 
also danger from their tendency to see uniformity 
,,·here it does not ex ist as they are usuall y willing 
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to e~1force · it if mere human beings do .not ~~~1r}fqrm 
to their pre"cm\ceived notions. · · · 

In p.hysical planning, as understood by t~e'/tatisti~ 
cian and his group of experts, there is little ,doubt 
that there is ·implied a replacement of the de~p,cratic 
foundations of economic planning by a , sys,tem of 
direction of resources which is so familiar.Jto , those 
who have stuoied ,the economies of the cH~,m'utiist 
countries. Destruction of liberty is inherent ' 1n ' this 
technique of planning. Its greatest attraction is that 
it yields results, or so people are made to believe, 
though the sacrifice in terms of human suffering and 
the loss of liberty that has to be incurred is of course 
out of all proportion to its achievements. 

There is little doubt that the Prime Minister him­
self is moved by the apparent' inability of the eco­
nomy to respond to the efforts made so far, as evi­
denced by the intractability of the problem of un-. 
employment. Partly, this is a misreading of the 
situation, for the results already achieved are by no 
means inconsiderable. Pandit Nehru . is really a 
victim of the inefficiency of our own publicity and 
th'e transpiuently dishonest efficiency of the publicity 
of .the Communist dominated economies. 

Nevertheless, there is some case for the view that 
the Planning Commission in the first Five Year Plan 
looked too much to the financial aspects of the Plan 
and paid too little attention to the underlying physi­
cal resources. It is this fact and the arguments based 
on it that tend to persuade people that physical plan­
ning is desirable. What is really proved· by these 
arguments, however, is only that greater attention 
must be paid by the Planning Comm~ssion to the 
problem of physical resources and to a proper appre­
ciation of the implications of each decision ~o 
resource-use on the one hand and resource-creation 
on the other. But this approach is not the same as 
physical planning in the Mahalonobis sense. It does 
not differ from what the Planning Commission has 
been already doing though not thoroughly enough. 
Thus in its Programmes of Industrial Development, 
the Planning Commission had attempted estimates of 
the demand for steel, cement, etc. aml balanced the 
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plan~ for-~:q~ail~ion g£ the~e -ip~u~trjes .. against1 t~'ein . 
Similarly, tlie· He'cisioh tq give pifotity not to exp,an:sion 
of cilpacity :i.n producet goods indtistries but to ) ull 
utilization of capacity in consumer goods industries 
was an assessment par excellence of the situation with 
rtlgard to resources and their optimum utilization. 

t~· -:'fl:te: , ~sse~stilent~ of· resources -pn:der · physica~: pian­
·--'n1ll"g i§; howevei; in physfcal rather than' value terms. 

This does not mean that value judgments are not 
made at all, but they are made by a small group of 
planners, who give little consideration to the wishes 

· oi the Jeople nor explain the bases of thei~ decisions. 
That the totalitarian tendency in physical planning 

requires a control over the sources of data is apparent 
from the establishment of the National Sample Survey 
under the control of Prof. Mahalonobis for the pur-

, pose of collecting data about the economy of the 
country. Prof. D. R. Gadgil, who was associated with 
the work of the Survey for some time, has attacked the 
NSS' as . an authority "which through the nature of its 
being will tend to exterminate all parallel agencies in 
the field." He has pointed out that "with complete 
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centralization and independent · functioning the 
opportunity for doubtful operations may indeed be 
greatly increased." The danger is that the NSS may 
mould the facts to fit the particular frogrammes and 
policies that the Indian Statistica Institute may 
wish to put forward. A plan based •on such fo~nda­
ti?ns"~-~d · in which ~the , ~rriph~sis'~:t~ placed,~"'On p~~ical 
direction ·of resources, mcludmg ·manpower,' can only 
lead to the destruction of democracy not merely ,in 
the economic but also in the political field. No 
amount of playing with input-output tables, which 
are really inapplicable in underdeveloped countries, 
or with income-elasticities of demand which have ·not 
takeri social factors into considenitiop, can· iJiSguise 
the essentially totalitarian characteristics of such 
planning. Pandit Nehru must think twice befor~-~n­
trusting the future of the country to a group of people 
who are so obviously determined to destroy that 
which he cherishes so much. And the people must 
take note of the red clouds on the Inaian horizon that 
are deriving their strength from the work of the 
Indian Statistical Institute in Calcutta. ' '' ' 

The Free Spirit Of Man 
by Sir John Latham 

The Rt. Honoumble Sir John Latham, considered the greatest li-ving Australian, is the P-resident of the Australian Committee 
for Cultural Freedom. The following article appeared as his message in the first issue of THE FREE SPIRIT, the monthl11 
iournal of the Australian Committee. 

THE conflict between freedom and authority can­
not be settled or adjusted by the mechanical 

application of any absolute rule. 
In some cases it is relatively easy to apply a rule, 

but a man cannot be a minister in a church and at the 
same time conduct a campaign against clearly defined 
fundamental principles for which the church stands. 
A man cannot be a member of a political party and 
repudiate the platform of the party by which all the 
members are bound. A man cannot be the editor of 
a theatrical newspaper and condemn all theatrical 
activities as vicious. 

In these cases the person concerned has volun­
tarily promised to accept and to support and promote 
some principles or practices. He need not have done 
so, but, having done it, he has assumed an obligation 
of which he can free himself by resigning as minister 
or member of the political party or editor. 

.Completely different questions would arise if a 
man who disbelieved in the doctrines of a church 
were compelled to join a church, or if a socialist were 
compelled to belong to , or to subscribe money to , an 
anti-socialist party, or vice versa, or if a man who had 
strong moral conviction of the wickedness of all 
theatres were compelled to work for the extension of 
theatrical enterprises. There have been periods in 
history when compulsory religion, with all its atten­
dant cruelty and injustice, was the rule. For example, 
it was so during the Roman Empire when emperor­
worship vvas compulsory, and later when believers in 
the doctrines of Ari us were persecu ted and kill ed. 
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Such systems of thought-control have discredited 
themselves in nearly all civilised communities. Today, 
however, in some countries, the people are compelled 
to profess certain political and economic doctrines 
which in those countries have become dogmas. When 
the dogmas are changed, the people must follow suit. 

All developed countries have laws against treason 
and sedition. The continued existence of any society 
requires some restrictions upon the liberty of the in­
dividual. But an individual person cannot, unless he 
lives on an uninhabited island which belongs only to 
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Notes 

andhra Elections .... ; 

TrtE . c9i1~r~s~ . ;has scored a resounding victory in 
. ,A.n~a, having won 146 out of the 196 seats 
co~~~s.ted b;y _1t. It has now an overwhelming 
majqr~ty in ~he, ~egislature as against the precarious 
majority ~hat it ·had before the election. It polled 
49. &. pe~ . cent~ of ' the total votes polled, which if 
added to r 13 · 4 per cent polled by Independents, 
I\}any . of . whom were dissident Congressmen, will 
.make a: .very . impressive . total. , 

This success of the Congress is a resounding defeat 
for the Communist Party, which had set out to defeat 
the ·congress and capture power in the State. The 
Communist Party contested 169 seats, out of which 
it was able to _win only a miserable 15 seats. It will 
be hereafter only a tiny group in the legislature and 
will lose much . of its glamour and prestige. 

The crushing defeat : came as a great shock to the 
Communists and as· a pleasant surprise to others. The 
communists were so confident of a sweeping victory 
that, if reports are to be believed, they had prepared 
a list of their Ministers and allocated portfolios. Their 
journals were all along publishing sensational reports 
about their.; mass rallies indicative of the large sup· 
port that ! they were enjoying. The New Age, organ 
ot their party, went to the extent of publishing a Fe· 
port of confidential official documents being 'burnt o1: 
removed to ,New Delhi,' as a precaution against the 
communist : victory at the polls, which, the journal 
reported, the government officials had taken as a· 
settled fact. Andhra was a stronghold of communists 
and they had mobilised all their national and inter­
national resources to secure a win in the election. In 
view of all these preparations and the tall claims 
that they,

1 
~r,rtt .. Ip.~ng'" the, GI:~sh,ing def.eat that they 

have sustained will have a very demoralising effect 
on their rank and file members and also on their 
supporters. ' The opportunists, who were veering 
·towards the communists in the hope that they were the 
rising party, will now think a hundred times before 
lending them their support. 

The Congress was able to score this sensational vic­
tory mainly by avoiding triangular or multilateral con­
tests. The united front that it established on the eve 
of elections with the K.L.P. and Praja J'arty has paid 
good dividend. The A vadi Congress resolutions and 
the forthright declarations of the Prime Minister de­
nouncing the communists also played their part. 
On the other hand, the recent developments in 
Soviet Russia culminating in the summary dismissal 
of Malenkov from the post of the Prime 11Iinister and 
~l'!olotov's praise of India and her Prime Minister in 
his address to the Supreme Soviet may have also 
contributed to demoralisation in communist ranks 
and weaned away a number of supporters. There 
were also some other objective factors, like the 

improvement of the food situation and the r~moval 
of controls -which helped the Congress. T~is . was 
the first time that democracy was so 'open1y and so 
unequivocally pitted, agaipst communism ' · for the 
Congress fought on the ideological as well a's on the 
political plane. There was a refreshing candour An 
Congress leaflets and speeches about thb·· pHoney 
nature of Soviet "achievements" and the '. setfdbm 
that communism in practice brings. Andhra _··has 
proved that when issues are placed straight before 
the people and the communists are exposed in the ir 
true colour as the enemies qf the nation ant): .9f froo­
dom and democracy the people have · no"lle-~itation 
in rejecting them. · . . • '. · 

There is, however, no ground for complacen'cy . . It 
will be dangerous to over-estimate th'e signi~cartce' o£ 
the Congress victory or to underestimate lhe 'stret;J.gth 
of the communists. The communists wete cable' to 
win only 15 seats, but they wei·e able td ' poil 31.6 
per cent of votes, which means that they -were able 
to win the support of .about a third of -the :electorate. 
It is also clear from the published . figures :of · votes 
polled in various districts that the commub.ists: were 
able to improve their positions in most .districts. 
This is a situation full of dangerous· possibilities. It 
will be most shortsighted to forget this aspect of the 
situation and fail to take immediate measures . to 
destroy the strength of the communists. After all, 
it is never by electoral majorities that communists 
hope to seize power. It is to be hoped that, in their 
justified satisfaction over the ovictory, Congressmen 
and other democrats will not neglect the essential' task 
of weanh1g men's minds from the lure of .cmpmunism. 

A Fodhright Speech 

I T was a forthright speech that Sir ~Iirza Ismail 
delivered at the annual dinner of the Sappers' Mess 

in Bangalore. He minced no' words in identifying 
the real enemy of Indian democracy. It was, he 
said; international communism, which developed its 
o~. techni~ue of subj?gating a. country, consi~tfu~ 
of mfiltrati~n, subversiOn and mternal revolutiOn. · 
The danger would come to India if "communists suc­
ceed in swallowing up Nepal, Thailand, Malaya 
and Burma." 

China, Sir iVIirza Ismail pointed out, has a huge 
population and needs therefore room for expansion. 
The only direction in which she can expand is South 
and South-East Asia, where millions of Chinese are 
already settled, who can be easily utilised for facili­
tating the process of expansion. He stated the barest 
truth when he said "when military protection is lack­
ing in support of a weak geographical position, the 
temptation of aggression is not only almost inevit­
able, but often irresistible." Panchshilla, he warned, 
would not be of any help when there is a real con­
flict of interests and views. 

The danger, according to Sir Mirza, can be met only 
with the help of the \Vest He confessed th at he was 
"out and out pro-American" in his attitude. He 
drew pointed attention to the fact that but for the 
United States a much larger part of the world , 
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mclu.ding Europe, would have been today under 
<iomm,tinist domination. .. 

'The Truth Shall Make Y e Free' 

I F freedom of culture is bas~d ?n the unfe~tered 
How of information and a faith m the capacity of 

peoplJ3 , to, ,face ·and absorb the truth, friends of cul­
tural.. freedom in all lands will have reason to wel­
coipe the. bel;:tted publication . of the records of the 

. Co:Q.fex;~n~e., of the Big Three (behind the back of 
the.;I3ig ,FoJ.uth) that took place at Yalta in 1945 and 
to look forward to the release of the other secret 
records of World War II. 

Increasingly in recent years, those in the know 
have arrived at an understanding of the real nature 
of the Yalta Agreements as the most infamous of the 
deals by means of which the fruits of victory were lost 
to the peace-loving peoples of democratic countries. 

"The manner in which territories, railroads, ports 
and islands were cold-bloodedly parcelled out as 
though these were the perquisites of successful 
gamblers is something for which the Powers con­
cerned should be eternally ashamed," writes the 
Times of India, while deploring · with peculiar lack 
of logic the bad taste shown in exposing these deals 
to the eyes of the vulgar multitude. Believing, with 
the apostle, St. John that "the truth shall make ye 
free," Freedom First on the other hand holds the 
action of the United States in taking this step to be 
all the more praiseworthy. 

The searchlight was thus bound to be thrown on 
the pitiful naivete of its own former head, President 
Roosevelt, who in his supremely egotistic ''hunch that 
Uncle Joe is all right," double-crossed his own ally 
Marshal Chiang Kai-Shek and bartered away 
the freedom of the Chinese, the Poles and other 
peoples in vain attempt at buying "peace" with 
the Soviet monolith. 

One does not have to be blind to President Roose­
velt's other estimable qualities and achievements to 
appreciate the justice of the wag who remarked that 
he was one of those on whose graves should be in­
scribed the epitaph: "I knew how to handle the 
Soviets." Since, unfortunately that tribe of incurable 
optimists is by no means extinct, it is good that the 
undertakers of pilgrimages to Peking and Moscow 
toda~ should be able to see the pathetic figures they 
are hkely to cut in the mirror of history and that the 
peoples of the world are given an opportunity to 
as~ess the consequences of Yalta type conferences 
With the communist dictators . 

Film Seminar 

THE trouble about the recently concluded Film 
. Seininar was the haste with which it was orga­

msed. Indeed, organised is too flattering a vvorcl . 
~ome-~ne gets a bright idea, and before long the idea 
IS reahsed, transformed into factu ality. There is no 
s~sternatic, th?r?ugh l<;:mg-term preparation with a 
VIew to obtammg solid results. A great deal oF 
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enthusiasm is generated but it is a sterile enthusiasm: 
It makes news but it cannot make history, inspite 
of the tall claims put forward for it. The 
participants aired their views and returned 
to business, What was the Seminar's value iri 
terms of intellectual impact? 

Some odd and some useful suggestions were offered 
during the sessions. The bland, ubiquitous Kljsh~1~ 
Menon warned film producers against the dangers 
of abstract realism. The discussion on a paper oy 
a well known Bengali star turned on the ab~p:oing 
question whether acting is a technique or an ~nborn­
talent. Fellow travelling Abbas wanted a ~!tiistry 
of Culture. David regretted there waS> no rec"ognitiori 
for budding authors (where are they?). R~j · Kapur 
with a delightful naivete demanded State control '·of 
film marketing, involving categorising of both . films· 
and cinema houses. It cannot be said that all this 
adds up to a serious contribution to the advanc~ment 
of the film in this country. '' · 

. ' ... , J l! 

On the credit side were practical suggestions by. Mr. 
Vasan for subsidies to educational films, maimfacture : 
of raw film and equipment in India, reduction of en­
tertainment tax and liberalisation of censorship. 
Nothing helpful was promised. Prime Minister ·Nehru 
opposed too much Government interference 'in .the arts 
but plumped for coming down on them "with a:heavy 
hand" if they became a "social menace". Mr. JustiCe 
Rajamannar's plea for the poet in the industry and for 
script writers of imagination and integrity must be 
applauded. Mr. B.N. Sircar, with a ·refreshing can­
dour, struck one of the rare critical notes of ~e 
Seminar by stating that India "has nothing yet to offer 
as her contribution in the field of scientific 
endeavour." The Seminar did not discuss one 
question: How can the standard of our films be im­
proved? Hardly any other question is as important 
as this for the self-respect and development of 
the Indian film. 

Kingsley Martin's True Colours 

THE New Statesman is favoured reading in New 
Delhi. It counts among its readers a good cross- ( 

section of the Indian intelligentsia from the Prime 
Minister downwards. Its meanderings find reflection 
in many minds and its slick solutions to international 
problems secure a ready response. 

As it happens, Mr. Kingsley Martin, the Editor of 
this journal, recently passed through Delhi on a 
journey to the Par East. On February 18, he addres­
sed a press conference after paying a visit to Andhra 
to study the electoral campaign then in train. Accord­
ing to the Special Correspondent of the Hindustan 
Tim es, who reported the press conference in their 
issue of F ebruary 20, "in his forthright manner," :Mr. 
Kingsley Martin "declared that if he were a voter in 
the Andhra elections, he would vote communist." 
As the result has shown, the untutored Andhra 
l_)easan t showed grea ter horse-sense tkm this pom­
pous Pandit of the world's "progressives'' and rejec­
tetl his g ratuitous advice. 



April 1955 

Any suggestion that the journal follows a subtle 
orypto-communist line has hitherto been met with the 
familiar cry of "McCarthyism." Perhaps now a few of 
those in this country and elsewhere who have hither­
to allowed themselves to be bemused by the phoney 
"radicalism" of this fellow-traveller and his journal 
will at last realise the real nature of its inspiration. 

A Noble Example 

T. HE.· Government of West Germany has taken the 
. bold step of abolishing Visas for the nationals of 

all countries ~ith ·which West Germany has diplo­
matic r~lations. As a result of this step citizens of 
over fifty countries including India will be able to 
enter West Germany without obtaining a visa. 
Citizens of Iron Curtain countries will not enjoy 
the privilege as they have no diplomatic relations 
with West Germany. 

It was one of the fond dreams of late Mr. Earnest 
Bevin, the great trade union leader of Great Britain 
and one of its notable Foreign Secretaries, to be 
able to go to any country in the world without a p ass­
port and a visa. Mr. Bevin's dream is still far from 
realisation. But West Germany has taken a very com­
mendable step in that direction. It is to be hoped 
that this noble example set by W est Germany will 
be copied by others. 

The Wages Of "Fl'iendship" 
• 

A VERY revealing discussion took place in the 
Madras Legislative Assembly on March 1. The 

occasion was a question put to the Finance Minister 
as to why the Inspector of Schools had prevented the 
Panchayat at Ramanathapuram from placing in free 
reading rooms the Russian magazines Soviet Union 
and Soviet Land. 

Mr. C. Subramaniam, the Minister concerned, ex­
plained that the Local Library Authority had, under 
the Madras Panchayat Libraries Rules, resolved to 
refuse sanction for subscriptions to certain journals, 

1 including these Soviet journals. So far, so good. 
When, however, the suggestion was made that, "in 

view of the acceptance of the theory of co-existence" 
and "of the improved relationship between our State 
and the Soviet Union" this ban should b e lifted , the 
Finance Minister expressed confidence that "the local 
Library A~thority would have revised. its views and 
would have by now allowed the circulation of the 
magazines in the free reading rooms." 

Here is one more instance of how easily a policy of 
"friendship" with totalitarian dictatorships on the 
plane of diplomacy is misunderstood to imply an 
acceptance of the validity or bona fides of totalitarian 
ideology. It is greatly to be regretted that the Hon'b le 
Minister , who is an intellectual of no mean standing 
and a staunch democra t by conviction, allowed h im­
self to be cajoled by the pernicious illogic of his 
ques tioners. I s i t suggestt'cl that mendacious 
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communist propaganda sheets are to be subsidised out 
of public funds at the expense of the tax-payer simply 
because they come from the Soviet Union with which 
India maint~ins friendly relations? Surely the very 
pursuit of such a policy of friendship for communist 
States makes it all the more important that , abhor­
rence of their reactionary and tyrranical sy~tem of 
government should be clearly expressed by, leaders 
of our democratic parties so as to prevent confusion 
in the public mind. 

Guts V s. Goondaism • 

OF recent years no democratic activity has 'been so 
readily copied by the Iron Curtain countries as 

sport. Rapid strides have been made by Soviet Russia 
and her satellites to try and prove that he-men are 
more rapidly produced through the sweat Of .Stakha­
novism than through the gentle ways of•t those of 
other political ideologies. ,·, ·. 

Football, always a mass-attraction, has beeh adop­
ted by Russia as her national pastime with COI?-'side­
rable success, and when a team from Russia visited 
India recently . there was natural interest and 
enthusiasm. . 

Always good for goals, the Russians e~~ablished 
superiority in all their matches, and mos~ of the 
Indian teams pitted against them were all out of the 
picture. But goals are not all that count in . the Book 
of Sport, and the one great thing the Russians lacked 
was-Sportsmanship. , . 

Probably suffering from a blonde superiority com­
plex and unwilling to be told where they got off,' many 
of their footballers disputed the decisions of Indian 
officials during the tour. Things reached a climax 
in Bombay when the Russian captain, Netto, so hotly 
disputed being spoken to by the referee in the "inter­
national" match that he had to be ordered off the field. 

"I am the Russian captain!" Netto is reported to 
have told referee Utchil, and the ill-mannered Red 
accompanied this boast with a flourish of his fist. 

But to no purpose. If Indians cannot yet master 
football, at least have they mastered the niceties of 
sport and thirty-five thousand Indians roared their 
disapproval of the arrogance of the chief guest. 
Utchil remained firm; it was a great demonstration of 
guts against goondaism, 

Some months ago, world-famous Hungarian stars 
were taken to task by their rulers for not "playing the 
game in the right spirit," and by this was meant that 
they had behaved much too politely in an interna­
tional match. Netto is probably a national hero by 
now, having fully lived up to a tradition which is 
steeped in bullying and bull-dozing. 

Not even in the days of the British was such an 
incident recorded of racial arrogance, and referee 
Utchil scored very heavily where Imlia's forward · 
had fa il ed . 

The Huss ians pl ay foo tball and now it is clear wh) 
they will never play cricket. In the words of th e­
gentleman horn within sound of Bow Bells: "Yon 
can't do that there 'ere!'' 
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Communist China And Prisoners Of War. . - .. . ' ' 

· Treatm.ent of British Prisoners of '"' a1' in Ko1'ea is 
a' small booklet prepared and published by the United 
Kingdom Ministry of Defence to give the story of 
978 British prisoners of war held captive by the com­
munist rulers of China during. the course of the war 
in Korea. The story told by the booklet is a grim 

"story of· inhuman and brutal treatment meted out to 
prisoners of war in contravention not only of all civi­
lised standards but elementary rules of decent 
human behaviour. 

Communist China entered the war on October 20, 
1950. For the first few months neither the Chinese 
nor North Koreans had proper facilities for handling 
prisoners, and the first prispner-of-war camp was 
established only in January 1951. Between then and 
August of that year food, shelter and medical atten­
tion were so inadequate that more than 1600 United 
Nations prisoners died in Chinese hands. The peace 
talks started in June 1951 and since then there was a 
substantial improvement. But the benefit of the 
improvement accrued only to those who were regar­
ded by the Chinese as "progressives." 

The Chinese divided prisoners of war into two 
categories: '"progressives" and "reactionaries" on the 
basis oJ their political opinions. This was in gross 
violation of Article 16 of the Prisoners-of-War Con­
vention which prohibited discrimination against pri­
soners of war on account of their political opinions. 
Communist China is not a signatory to the Conven­
tion, but she has ·announced on many occasions that 
she considered it binding upon her and took her 
stand upon it when she wanted to secure the forcible 
repatriation: of the prisoners-of-war held by the 
United Nations. 

The discrimination was' practised on the ground 
that those who fought against China· were war cri­
minals and they deserved to be shot, unless they 
could realise their mistake, see the light and agree to 
work with the Chinese and thus become eligible to 
be placed in the category of "progressives." The 
"progressives" were alone entitled to the so-called 
Lenient Policy which expressed itself in allowing 
the prisoners a little more food, better accomodation 
and opportunity of writing and receiving letters and 
absence of positive maltreatment. But in order to 
get these advantages of the socalled Lenient 
Policy the prisoners had to praise the Russian and 
the Chinese system of Government, denounce their 
own Governments, declare that the United Nations 
war in Korea was an American war of aggression, 
attribute all manner of brutalities to the United 
Nations forces, condem n the leaders of their nations 
as warmongers and give certificates of good conduct 
to the leaders of the Chinese and Korean armies. 
Apart from this they had also to form and join peace 
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committees, sign peace manifestos and appeals and 
sometimes make speeches on the. radio. . 

The Chinese made determined efforts to win over 
the prisoners. They called it "re-educating" the pri­
soners. The "re-education" embraced every phase of 
daily life in camps. Among the techniques e,rppl9.: 
yed were those of putting ·of plays and stage shows 
by Chinese troupes or by some among the prisoners 
themselves. These latter were subje«~:ed tb'' dmsor­
ship - the communists assuming that all seritences 
must have a double or hidden meaning. ) 3ut, to 
judge by the report, even this rigid censorship did 
not prevent some amusing impromptu interpo~ations. 
Thus, for instance, on May 1 (May 1, 1952) · aFCamp 
1, a sergeant of the Gloucester Regiment sud(lenly 
declaimed from the sta~e the following paro<;ly of 
the "Elusive Pimpernel :' -

"They seek him here, 
·They seek him there, 
They seek the B .... everywhere, 
Will he be shot or will he be hung, 
That damned elusive Kill,l II Sung?" 

Everything was designed to influence the thoughts 
of prisoners and make them more receptive to the 
communist way of thinking. There ~e.l,'e lectures 
and discussions and study classes. In the beginning 
they were organised on a large scale and it was obl'i­
gatory upon all prisoners to attend them. But . as 
they produced little results the Chinese took re­
course to other methods to break down· the resist­
ance of prisoners. 

There is a special chapter in the booklet which 
describes these other methods of "p.ersuasion." The 
Chinese tried everything: "simple psychological 
pressure, manipulation of welfare conditions, corrup­
tion, threats segregation, force and outright tor­
ture." A widespread system of informers was intro­
duced in order to break down the morale of the pri- ( 
soners. The ou tgoing and incoming mail and food 
and medicine were utilised as inducements to secure 
cooperation . '"~hen all these methods failed, and 
many a time even before they were tried, the 
Chinese had recourse to physical coercion and tor­
ture, "revolting to humane mind and expressly for­
bidden by the Prisoners-of-War Convention." The 
booklet gives some illustrative instances of the tor­
ture and ill-treatment "carried out cold-bloodedly 
for the purpose of breaking a man's resistance." Seg­
regation and solitary confinement were also tried in 
many cases. 

Perhaps the most despicable role was that assigned 
to communist and follow-travelling journalists to 
'Nhom facilities were given for visiting the prisoners 
of war camps in order to demoralise their compa­
triots. The Chinese commnnists allowed five Bri­
tish Commonwealth journalists to visit th e camps. 
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These were Alan Winnington of the Daily Worker. 
( Longdn) 'and Mic~ael .Sh~piro, ~ . correspondent of 
the Daily Worker posted m Pekmg; Wilfred Bur­
chett an Australian who was in China as a corres­
pond~nt Jor L'Humq.nite (Paris); )ack Gaster,. a 
solicitor and . a member of the Bntish Commumst 
Party, .and' Mrs. Monica Felton, Chairma~ of the Bri­
tish Nation·al Assembly of Women, affiliated to the 
Comintern front the Women's International Demo­
cratic. Federatio~, who has been in and out of India. 
in recent .years. . These visiting propagandists tried 
to bribe ~~ biapkmail their unfortunate compatriots 
ip. .enemy ~ hflnds. The indignation that has been 
roused' 'by their conduct in England these days is so 
intense that a private member's Bill has been intro­
duced in the House of Commons which provides that 
from now on a British national adhering to the 
enemies of the United Nations will be considered a 
traitor to his own country even though no state of 
war may exist between Britain and the enemies of 
the United Nations as in Korea. 

Inspite of the terror and cruelty practised on a 
large scale the results achieved by the Chinese com­
munists were ~xtremely meagre. No doubt there 
were a few prisoners who fell a prey to inducements 
and there were some who succumbed to physical tor­
ture. There were also some who decided to collabor­
ate in order to make things easier for their colleagues. 
And there were a few genuine conversions. The 
booklet has placed that number at 40 - 40 out ?f 
978. And only one British soldier elected to rem~n 
.in North Korea. That gives a measure of the Chm­
ese achievement; and seeing that, ~ho can dis ~gree 
with the observation in the booklet that the Chmese 
achieved no more success than they did is a tlibute 
to the resistance of the individual British soldier'? 

There wer.e also many acts of heroism and gallan­
try in the camp;5. The booklet mentions a few and 
at the .end ar~ giyen citations of honours conferred 
on three .prisoners for their very conspicuous acts of 
gallant~y an~ heroism. One of them died in ~apti­
vity as ·a result of the tortures inflicted upon h m1. 

The publication gives a very restrained account 
of the miseries inflicted upon British prison ers of 
\Var. British prisoners were, however, only a small 
part of the United Nations prisoners of wa.r captured 
by the Chinese and the North Koreans. S1m1lar and, 
may be, worse atrocities were practised against others 
and more particularly the American, prisoners. The 
booklet does not give a full picture, therefore, of the 
horrors and atrocities that took place in the prison­
ers-of-war camps in China and North Korea. Jt 
serves, however, to highlight the new problem that 
free nations and their soldiers face in their battl es 
with communist States. The battle does not end on 
the battlefi eld. It contin ues in the pr isoners-of-war 
camps. It is a battle for the minds of the sold iers. 
An d the free nations wi ll have hereafter to p repare 
and eq1Jip their soldiers to firrht th at battle. 

S.D.N. 

Freedom Fil'st 

C. C. F. NEWS 

The Congress for Cultural Freedom ~vill l~old an 
International Conference on "The Future of Free­
dom" in Milan (Italy) from September , 12 to 17, 
1955. A Host Committee under the ChaiJr.nanship 
of the Mayor of Milan has been set up to ,h~lp the 
Congress in making arrangements for ; holding 
the Conference. . . · 

Over a hundred leading personalities in . ~~ fields 
of social sciences, economic:;s, ph~~sop~X ~n4. 
history, representing the most diverse pm~ts?of ·v1ew, 
will participate in the conference. They .)¥¥1 study 
the contemporary challenges to free soci~qes, d~~iv­
ing from inherent instabilities and external threats in 
order to find means to promote their deve~ppment 
and improve their safeguards in face of the compre-
hensive threat to freedom. , .. , 

Renowned economists and social scientists lik,e 
Colin Clark, Raymond Aron, Sumitro. J?jojohadj­
kusumo, Hugh Gaitskell, Sidney Hook, · ~ionel 
Robbins, Arthur Le~is, F. Hayek and :1.Michael 
Polanyi have already accepted the inv~tation to 
attend the Conference. 

* The Italian Association for Cultural · f:.;eepom 
organised in the months of February an~ March a 
series of debates on the subject of "Tile ··worl< .of 
Art." Artists, philosophers and critics· r 'such . as 
Ignazio Silone, Venturi, Calqgero, l!n&aretti 'par~ici­
pated in the ·debates. The AssoCiation orgamsed 
from February 13 to March 6 a film festival dedi­
cated to the Italian Resistance. It is orga.J?.ising 
such festivals, conferences, debates and exhibitions 
at a number of places in the country. 

* At the Galerie Marcel Bernheim in Paris, the 
Congress for Cultural Freedom recently organised 
an exhibition of Laxman Pai's paintings.. 28-year­
old Pai is well known in India and has alre~dy . made 
his mark abroad. He has exhibited in Pllris folfr 
times previottsly and his work has also been seen in 
London and Munich. A few of his paintings are on 
view at the National Museum of Modern A,.rt in Paris. 
It is to be hoped that the Congress will be able in the 
near future to help other Indian artists to exhibit in 
Paris. No sounder method can be imagined of 
furthering the process of making different cultures 
confront each other. 
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Ge~rge Orwell 
A NIMAL FARM is an anti-communist classic, 

perhaps more for its appositeness than for its 
profundity. George Orwell was first of all a journa­
list and, in polemic, a superb pamphleteer. The book 
appeared just after World War II, when anti-com­
munism could be matter of conviction rather than 
styk In that atmosphere, the book was intended 
to strike a special audience with a message as bluntly 
stated as it was satirical, as uncomplicated by theo­
retical penetration as it was caustically partisan. As 

· a quick . thrust of bitter wit, it is unquestionably 
powerful. The parable of the animals who over­
threw the tyranny of humans only to become tyran­
nized anew by their own kind is directly applicable 
to the progress of the Russian Revolution and its 
capture by the communists. It is tactical counter­
propaganda more than it is strategic attrition of under­
lying philosophy. This is no. deficiency, of course, 
in the light of the book's immediate purpose. But 
it illuminates the problems which arise in bringing a 
work such as this to the screen. 

The film of Animal Fann is a full-length animated 
cartoon, mqre than three years in the making under 
British producer-directors John Halas and Joy 
Batchelor, and presented by the American Louis de 
Rochemont organizatio~ The animation is pervad­
ed by th~ Disney style-although there is little that 
is comic. Most of the figures recall the semi-repre­
sentational, semi-idealized or "prettified" style of 
Bambi and Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. The 
savage dogs which serve the pig-dictator as a bestial 
NKVD recall the "monster" sequences used so often 
by Disney to provide children with satisfactorily hor­
rifying images with which to populate their night­
mares. In all technical aspects, the film's execution 
is of the highest competence. In its thematic content 
and story line, it follows the original Orwell 
text quite closely. 

And yet there is a significant, albeit subtle, differ­
ence in the styles of the film and the book. The 
latter is quite short as a book: 118 Crown pages 
which can be read-are designed to be read-in a 
burst of two hours. The film runs for just less than 
an hour and a half and seems very long for a movie. 
E ven to those who have not read the book, its point 
seems to have been made long before the half-way 
mark. The attenuated whole appears as ill-advised 
adherence to the letter of a literary work, rather than 
transliteration of its spirit in cinematic terms. The 
lesson here has been learned painfully many times over 
in making movies from books: literary time is quali­
tatively different from cinematic time; its quantity, 
or duration, mus t be wholly transmuted in the process 
of bringing written words to the screen. 

Cinematic time, of course, Jepends upon cin ematic 
execution, and it wou ld seem that in two principal 
aspects the fil m is overbearingly literary-and corres­
pondingly less organic as film. First, the off-screen 
narration is "heavy", needlessly describing: what can 
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On The Screen 
be seen-and, if unseen, what is better left unsaid. 
This is poor economy in the management of cine­
matic elements, contributing to a feeling of ~ordi­
ness and unnecessary repetition. Second, the ' style 
of the drawings is unimaginative. Time, the prec~ous 
instantaneousness of satire, is lost in stylised repre­
sentation that does not characterize, requiring iimch 
talk and action to establish personality and mbtiva­
tion. The essential nature and advantage of the car­
toon form has not been exploited. ;rhe animals 
appear as only the closest graphic substitutes for 'teal 
barnyard beas ts-not as persons in a parable. ' · 

A particular target audience specified the style ·and 
content of Orwell's original. The possible target for 
the film is not so clearly seen in its own style. The 
book was quick reading for people already l<now­
ledgeable regarding recent Russian history and with 
some sophistication, too, about the perpetual twist­
ings of communist doctrine. To this audience', the 
film is likely to be tedious. It is much less satirical 
in its visual prolixity than was Orwell in his sparse 
prose, and much more self-righteous-not likely to 
startle, in the manner of the book, but possibly to 
reassure or reinforce by providing convenient 
imagery for those already convinced of its view-point. 

The film is, after all, "grey" propaganda-speaking 
for our purposes but created by and attributed to 
unofficial sources. What its targets are is crucial in 
judging its value. Perhaps it can do its best work­
overseas. The slow pace might suit Eastern 
audiences, but there are serious problems raised by 
different cultural conventions regarding the animals 
involved. Perhaps it is better aimed at Europeans 
than at us. Orwell's book, in fact, has for years been 
a powerful force for inducing reservations about 
communist utopianism, wherever it has been trans­
lated. But, sadly, the film is not the book-perhaps 
primarily from having tried too hard to be the book. 

-MARTIN S. D woRKIN in the New LeacleT. 

' Vill be shortly out 
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Rec'iews 
Journey WithQut End 

by Manes Sperber, Doubleday, New York, Price $3.75. 

MORE readable novels have been written by ex­
communists during the past twenty years than 

the Soviet Uniori and its satellites have cared to put 
before us. It is no answer to say that we do not 
know what "masterpieces" have been produced by 
the communist world. No literature today has such 
pow,erfuJ pr9paganda resources behind it as that made 
largely to ~mter behind the Iron Curtain. It is all the 
more 1surprising therefore that communism has little 
to ·show in literature and art, those fields of human 
expiession u1 which the Revolu~ion was supposed to 
produce its most impressive fruits. 

The ex-communists on the other hand, though their 
work is on the whole satisfying and memorable, suf­
fer from one handicap. They are under an over­
whelming compulsion to write of experiences which 
are outside the range of .the non-communist public's 
imagination. To evoke a sympathetic response they 
need politically conscious readers. Their purely 
literary achievements dq not receive the acknow­
ledgment due to them because of a failure in com­
munication. The ex-communists have seen hell, and 
cannot write about anything else. To their readers, 
hell ·is ·an abstraction, real only to the deluded. In 
this context the fundamental question is whether, 
~iven the reality of the writer's hell, they recreate it 
with conviction and credibility. It is· a ~iterary, not 
a political issue. 

From this point of view Manes Sperber's Journey 
·without End scores all along the line. The first few 
pages create an impression, which is never weaken­
ed, of a literary craftsman at work. The language is 
restrained· and dry, the images desolating; rthe· atmos­
phere appropriately thin and hopeless. "The days 
he lived threatened to be long when the sun rose and 
proved to have been nothing, without dimension, 
when it set." This is a characteristic sentence, set­
ting the tone of the book. Doino Faber, the prota­
gonist, has already seen betrayals without number 
in The Burned Bramble and The Abyss, earlier novels 
of this epic trilogy. He and his comrades continue 
their Journey Without End in Yugoslayia and Poland 
against the invading Nazis and the Communists 
among their resisters. Andre Malraux has picked on 
the third ·chapter of Sperber's novel fGr special praise. 
He calls it• "one of the great chronicles of Israel." It 
describes life in Wolyna, a Jewish village, doomed 
to be totally annihilated. Its three thousand odd in­
habitants practice the art of carpet weaving as a pro­
fession and love the violin as a hobby. To them car­
pet weaving was more than a handicraft and a means 
of livelihood, it was "filled with symbols th at 
lead a thoughtful man into deep places. into the 
true meaning of life." 

The protagonist comes to this village and aston­
ishes its inhabitants with his "claims to have seen the 

destroyers at their work." The village is sceptical of 
him but not unanimously. The consoli'ng r belief 
"Wolymi. is a special case," becomes ·hollow · as th~ 
crisis deepens. The village is divided · by the 
stranger's counsel to take to the hills and fight. The 
rabbi wants to wait for a revelation of God's;· inten­
tions. This shadow conflict in the face of .destruc~ 
tion, with its inevitably tragic denouement isq:J.ilrra­
ted in a detached and objective style which.-is< some­
times painfully cold. The construction .-;oL the 
episodes reveal the full extent of Sperbel~'· detei:­
mined talent as a novelist. It is a willed rather-; thll'n ·a 
natural talent but the effect is in some ways all .the 
more sincere because of this. · .. · 

(- \f . 

It is paradoxical but true that Sperber's clianicters 
are more i~portant for what they say 'than~w11M~they 
do. In sp1te of the extreme situation· in ' whi~h tJ;ley 
are frequently placed they never descend to the' irhage 
of "the natural man" or "the political m~n···~· 'they 
remain fully human and obstinately co~Mrn~lative; 
They never stop coming to conclusion about':ttheir :ex­
periences and the nature of these conclusion·s:givks the 
novel its depth "Do you know what' I have ·found out 
Faber? A thousand deaths do not make · a ·'single 
death any less important, the end of the world does 
not cure a man of jealousy or sooth a bad conscience." 

Sperber's vision is a tragic one. It is not by chance 
that almost the last statement Faber makes in the 
book is of despair: "there'll be no peace.". ·This is 
today a pathetic but unchallangeable hruism ' 0f, 
our times. 

N.E. 

The Th1·eat of Soviet lmpe1·ialism 
by C. Groves Haines, Published by the John Hopkins 
Press, Baltimore, U.S.A., 1954, Pages: 402. Price $5. 

TH E publication of this book is a timely reminder 
to those gullible as well as liberal types of persons 

who are so easily carried away, despite past' experi­
ences, by Soviet propaganda about peaceful co­
existence. The book spotlights the real nature of 
communist totalitarian imperialism and its insatiable 
thirst for the conquest of the remaining free world. 

The ignorance of the peoples of the free world 
about the theory and practice of communism is a 
great asset to the spread of communist totalitarian 
imperialism all over the world. 

The book is, therefore, a very welcome addition to 
the still much incomplete library of authoritative 
studies on the numerous aspects of the theory and 
practice of communism. It is both an analytical and 
narrative study of Soviet totalitarian imperialism and it 
assesses in clear terms its actual and potential threat. 
It is a collection of papers read and discussed at a 
conference in Washington held in August, 1953 under 
the auspice~ of the School of Advanced International 
Studies on the "Problem of Soviet Imperialism." 
George F. Kennan, former U.S. Ambassador to the 
U.S.S.R. and th e famom au thor of the "Containment 
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Policy" apd other . eminent diplomats, scholars, mili­
tary 'exper~s and experienced students of Soviet'itffrurs 
wrote papers for the confere1ice and participated in 
the discussions~ . · 

The. book should be ·?f greater inter~st to. the: Asian 
peoples and more particularly to Indians, m view of 
the fact that communist . jmperialism, having been 
checked : in its • onslaughts on · Western European 
<:ountries, 'has marshalled all its forces for easy · .con­
quests . .in .the East. After its rebuff in South Korea, 
Indo-China; Formosa, Nepal, Burma, Kashmir and 
Yndia ·aprJear to be on the Soviet list of countries 
which are crying for "liberation" ,from "colonial 
slavery." That is why the book is of ' greater value 
in the East. 

There are some technical errors in the book, such 
as M. N. Roy being in China in 1937. As a . matter 
of fact, he was there in 1927. However, such errors 
ar_e excusable. A paper on the fundamental postu­
lates . of Marxian philosophy and their inadequacies 
in the light of later experiences and the advanc,e of 
knowledge would have been a very welcome addition, 
because the practice of communism largely follows 
from its philosophy. 

M.]3.S. 

The Boatman Boy and Forty Poem.s 
by Sochi Raut Roy, Modern Review, Calcutta 9. 

HARINDRANATH GHATTOPADHYAYA and B. 
Sinha have done ~o service to the Orissan poet 

Sochi Raut Roy by translating his work The Boatman 
Boy and F01·ty Poems. Whatever may be its merit in 
the original, the English version is embarrassingly un­
readable. It is impossible for anyone claiming to 
know English to read without a s.hudder such lines as 

"The beauteous dawn when you shall return! 
Ah, that dawn; How luscious and brave!" 
or · · . , .. 
"Did'nt. you hear of the 'One World' Plans, 
Of Freedom ' and Human Rights 
Did'nt you. ~now?" 

The publishers of this volume have brought out a 
symposium on Sochi Raut Roy's poetry, with contri­
butions by a number of Indian writers including Dr. 
Kalidas Nag. Dr. Nag provides an introduction to The 
Boatman Boy and, reading it, one hopes it gives no 
indication of the symposium's critical standards. This 
is how he writes: 

"Raut Roy's poems bear the massive message of his 
flowering soul and reveal a rare power and beauty 
which are his own. They vibrate with the hierogly­
phic revelations of the poet's many-coloured persona­
lity consecrated to Art and Beauty." 

After this, in fairness to the poet, one must refuse 
to judge his work from the vapourous outpourings of 
his admirers and the absurd attempts of his trans­
lators to put him "in English garb." Incidentally, 
Harindranath Chattopadhyaya, who is probably the 
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prin~e ;:1over in t~is misc~nceive~ enterpr~se, displays 
m Ius Translators Notes that h1s prose IS as . bad as 
his verse. Entitling his contribtition, · "There Arises 
Sochi Raut Roy" he unburdens himself of such pro­
foundities as .. .. "War is like a whirlpool which at a 
gulp swallows all and about is whirling. .Noqody 
and nobody escapes its ravages ... " etc. . .. 

'J.\i:.E. .• 

Against the Stream. 
by Kari Barth, Philosophical Library, New York, $3:75. 

'( ., 

THIS is a collection of Karl Barth's .shorte:i" ',p6st­
war writings, from 1946 to .1952, edited ·' by 

Ronald Gregor Smith. In a brief foreword, , tHe 
Editor correCtly states that "the framework of Bhlth's 
thought is always unyieldingly Christian and; iiide'ed: 
Christocentric." Nearly half the book cbnsi~ts '' of 
documents - lectures, letters, discussions, etc: .....:)ftbm 
a journey to Hungary in 1948 during· which .' the 
author struggles with the problem of giving a •lead 
to Christian faith in its tragic subordination to '~com­
munist tyranny. The subsequent controversy · with 
Emil Brunner is reproduced in full and, though; Barth 
spiritedly maintains his own stand, the unbilissed 
reader finds its weakness obvious. · · ·- · 

Barth had said No to Nazism and Brunner · asks 
him why he cannot do the same to communism. The 

. reply is subtle: "The Church must not concern itself 
eternally with various isms and systems but . with 
historical realities as seen in the light of the Word of 
God and of the Faith .. . Anyone who would like. 
from me a political disclaimer of its (communism's ) 
system and methods may have it at once ... I am of 
the opinion :that · the Church today-contrary to its 
action between 1933 and 1945-ought to stand 
quietly aloof from the present conflict .. . I met respon­
sible members of the Reformed Church in :Hungary 
and thought that I could encourage them in their 
attEl'mpt to walk along the narrow pat;h midway 
between Moscow and Rome." (Italic mine.) 

The crucial question, which has already be~n 
answered, is whether Moscow's temporal power will 
permit anyone to walk along that narrow path. Phy­
sical extermination of people on spiritually narrow 
paths is communism's method of dealii1g with that 
solution. And what spiritual answer is there to 
physical extermination? 

It would be wiser to admit that there is none 
rather than to give such advice, like Mahatma 
Gandhi's sugge~tion that the Jews (six million of 
whom were exterminated by the Nazis) should offer 
passive resistance to the builders of furnaces for 
destroying human beings, or that the English should 
invite Hitler to take over their factories and homes. 
The brutal point must be made that Gandhi among 
the Nazis would not have lived long after giving his 
advice and Barth does not have to live in the Iron 
Curtain country and follow the path he recommends 
to others in that predicament. 

Most of the other essays and lectures in Against 
The Stream are equally of political interest, but the 
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politics is n~n-political, so to speak. Barth struggles 
to keep to his own domain of Christian theol?gy, is 
impelled to express its view of the events wluch are 
undermining it, but eventually returns to a restate­
ment of unadulterated Christian dogma, made still 
more rigorous and thorough-going, if that is po~sible. 
He is obstinately other-worldly but concerns himself 
from time to time with the relation of that other­
worldliness ' to the world of our time. 

As Schweitzer has pointed out, "Barth came to the 
po':irit w.he~ ~'e ,had to cor:cern himself with the 
world, which m theory he did not want to do. He 
had to defend the freedom of religion against the 
state. :And ' he did it with courage. But it shows 
that his theo;y is false." Today his stand against 
communism, though equivocal as I have quoted to 
prove, still . shows up the fuhdamental flaw in his 
theory of religion and of Christianity, on which he has 
built for hiinself the edifice of his faith. 

N.E . 

The Great Issues of Politics 
by Leslie Lipson, Pre~tice-Hall, Inc. New York, 1954. 
p. 431. $7.00. 

THE book provides an excellent study, told in a 
peculiar way, of certain fundamen~al issues of p~li­

tical science which existed ever smce the begm­
ing of political organisation. Politics, __ according to 
George Catlin, is -especially the study of the control_ 
of man and the book rightly b egins with a study of 
JTian himself. Starting with him, the 'molecule' of all 
social and political organisation, it covers a wide 
range of forms of human organisation like famil~, 
group, associations, state, society and finally culmi­
nates in a study of the International Order. Nearly 
all 'isms', various forms of Government and certain 
aspects of international organisation are dealt with in 
an interesting and intelligible manner. Th~ author 
takes up every issue turn by turn and examines it 
right from its beginning. The study is well docu­
mented and the numerous sub-heads, graphs and 
tables add to the clarity of the book. · 

VED PRAKASH L UTI-IERA 

Conspiracy in Kashmir 
by S. S. Bankeshwar, Society for Defence of Democracy, 
Bangalore 3, Price Ans. 6. 

THERE is deep sympathy in }he c?untry over the 
plight of the people of Kashmir and Jammu, 

since they became involved in the fight b etween 
India and Pakistan. There is, however, very little 
awareness of the new danger that is now facing them 
as a result of communist activities. Mr Bankeshwar's 
p amphlet, giving some information about the hold 
that communists have acquired over the Bakshi Gov­
ernment and about their activities in the State, wi ll 
serve the purpose of drawing pointed atten tion to 
that danger. 

V.B.1': . 

I. C. C. F. · NEWS 

The Indian Committee has no·.v secured a 
separate office for itself. The new address is: Army~ 
Navy Building (3rd floor ) , 148, Mahatma Gandh1 
Road, Bombay, 1. 

* "1\ meeting of Bombay members of the Cqrnmittee 
was held on lOth March. Mr. Purshottam l;'risHmg~s 
presided. Mr. Masani reported on tlw mee~wg ,of the 
International Executive held in Paris in Ja~~.Y; lilni.. 
Mr. Padhye on the Conference on Cultural 'l'reedom 
in Asia held in Rangoon. M . David Rousset, Founder 
of the International Commission Against Concentra­
tion Camp Practices and a member of · the ' Inter­
national Executive of the Congress for. Cultural Free­
dom, explained to the meeting the .evidence lcollect~Cl 
regarding the existence of slave htbour ~~~au:ips m 
communist China and the arrangements bemg made 
for setting up a tribunal in Asia to hold 'atl'linquiry_ 

. I. .· 

THE FREE SPIRIT OF MAN (Cont'd fmm p. 2) 

himself, separate himself from every community. By 
living in a community he necessarily subjects _himself 
to some restrictions. But those restrictions sb,.ould be 
as few as possible. The maximum freedom of the 
human spirit is a condition of a civilisatidn that is 
worthy of respect. Unless men can think freely, subject 
only to a minimum of restriction in relation to, ac~i?~· 
the maintenance and devel?_p\Pent of a ~or!R.y; ciyil~­
sation is impossible. Prescnbed conformicy means the 
death of thinking. It leads to "corrective labour 
camps", "mass trials", and '1iquidation" of dissentients. 
Tolerance of opposing opinion is a condition of real 
human progress. Compulsion in religious, political or 
artistic thought would possibly be defensible upder 
the rule of an omniscient and completely benevolent 
dictator. But there are not and caniJ.ot . be such 
rulers-either as individuals or as religious, political or 
artistic organisations. When a man o~ a_p~rty b~lieves , 
or professes to believe, that he or It ·IS mfallible, so 
that tolerance of opposition becomes tol~t:ance of 
heresy or treason-and is itself a form of heresy or 
treason-all who believe in the free spirit of man must 
resist. An Opposition is as necessary for _the ~e~th 
of a body politic as a Government. But mfalhbihty 
can tolerate no opposition. . 

The Committee for Cultural Freedom whiCh has 
been formed in Australia consists of members of very 
varying opinions upon many subjects, but ~~ all agree 
in resisting encroachment upon the free spmt of man. 
Penalties upon opinion are, in our view, a mark of 
decadence-of failure in human life. We in Australia 
are more fortunate in relation to this subject than 
many other countries. But it is wise to be on guard 
aaainst intolerance and denial of intellectual or 
a~tistic freedom . The lessons of history and the ex­
perience of some peoples in the recent past _and at 
this p resent time give warnings to us _of wh1ch :ve­
sha ll do well to take heed. The Committee, workmg 
in conjunction with enlightened ~1en in . other 
cou ntri es, will do what .it can, as occasu:~n reqmres, to 
defend and to support the free spirit of man. 

11 
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With M~ny - Voices 
,, . . . "The deep 

Moans tp(lpd .with many "voices. Come, my friends, 
'Tis not too la:t,e ~~ seek a: · newer world." 

'lt niiglt~ well b~ th ~lt we shall, by a process pf,sub­
lime' 'irony, reach, a' stage in this stotY where safety 
will be' the ·sterile ·child of horror and survival the 
':wi'il or6'fher of 'annihilation. . . . ; 

··",t · ·-s·rr. Winstdn Churchill, Times of India, 
.. :.1~1. ·t I ~ March 2, 1955. 

J 

1 I have i1ever found that, by giving way to the Rus­
sians, we would have:th.e Russians ·give way in return. 
They will take all .you· give· and more: 

-Mr. Attle.e quoted in 'Flw.ught; February 26, 1955. 

·A current jest ~n the Cabinet-~fOne is deaf, one is 
blind, and the rest are dumb." 

-Onlooker in .the Times of India, 
February 17, 1955. 

'·' ')• I --- . 

P~}Wl.g,thus can play on the fear of war as Hitler 
did, and .the more effectively bcrcaus~ w.ar since Hitler 
has become transformed. . 

· -Manchester Guardian, February 23, .f955. 

The Communists are the mqst overrated diploma-
tists in the world. . 

-Mr. James Reston in' the New York Times, 
February 6, 1955. 

}The friendly embrace of- Communists is like the 
)egendary Dhritarashtralingana which crushes the 
object it embraces. Dr. Benes of · Czechoslovakia is a 
classic example of this. 

· -'-Mr. V. Gopal in Thought;;February 26, 1955. 
I • ,. • • )I , / 1 • • 

· ·The Constitution was a wonderful temple we built 
for t:he 'gods but before they could' be installed the 
devils ha:ve taken possession. The only thing we can 
do, therefore, is to destroy the temple by burning it 
<lown. 

-Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, Times of India, 
March 20, 1955. 

INPJAN COMMITTEE FOR CULTURAL FREEDOM 
·'.' 148, · ~ fahatma Gandhi Road, 

BoMBAY 1. 

Pleas~ enrol me as a member of the Indian Committee for 

Cultur'al Freedom. I remit the annual membership fee of 

Hs. 3 / - by ....... .. .. .. . ... . 

Name : •••••• • •• 0 ••••••• •• •• ••• • ••••••••• • • • ••• 

Address : . . . . . . ..... ..... .. . .. . . ... .... .... ... . . 

Date: .. . . ..... . ..... . . .. . Signature 

·------

-Tennyson. 

The contradictions of_ Mr. ]'fehru qre. the . ~?.wf<;nt 
of the Communists. 

- Vivek in the Bomb~y . Ch.ron1~Jp, 
January .27, ~p;)5~, 

. . f ~ 't 
Under a socialistic pattern of soc;iety the · c~ntraUsed 

economy rpust be : State-controlled, if no~ State-owned. 
In these days of planned eco~omy, a logiqfllt.por.:rglary, 
to a State-controlled ~entralisation is. totalitaria~rp .. 

-Mr: Mazumdar in Times of Ir,Wiq, 
February 23,d19$5.., 

We cannot assure liberty for ourselves unless others 
also have it. Freedom cannot thrive in an environ­
ment that is hostile to 'fn~edom. ' .. ' · ' ~ ', \' 

-Mr. John Foster Dulles, Times of {qdia, 
February ,Zi; 1955. 

To egg the Communists on, as Mr. Attlee has' be~n 
doing, is to work for war. · · 

-William Henry Chamberlin in the New Leader: 
March 7, 1955. 

We are enmeshed in a skein of ·history which 
dwarfs even our great power. · • 

-Reinhold Niebuhr in the New Leader, 
· February 28, 1955. 

The Chinese Communists seem inte~1t on proving 
his (Eisenhower's ) policy wrong and Senator Knqw­
land s right. 

-Reinhold Niebuhr in the New teader; 
February 28, 1959: 

Acharya Vinoba Bhave today declined a request 
to sign an appeal for banning atomic weapons to be 
placed before the forthcoming ' Vorld Peace Confer­
ence at Helsinki and told a communist delegation 
that met him that they should not worry about the 
hydrogen and atom bombs. 

-A report in the Times of India, 
March 14, 1955. 

The slogan: "Let's talk to Russia" is therefore 
meant to cash in all the diffuse, sentimental sympa­
thy for Old Mother Russia and the Volga watermen, 
and the Russian ballet and our Russian comrades in 
arms who defended Stalingrad .. ... and all that. It 
is meant to make us forget that the persons with 
whom we should actually speak are not the Russian 
people, but precisely the persons who hold the Rus­
sian people in an immense concentration camp 
ca lled th e Soviet Union. 

-!vir. S:1h·ador de :\ fadariaga, Tlw11ght, 
:\l arch 12, 1955. 

Edited by V. B. K 'r.NJK ; p:·inted & published by PR,BH.,KAR PADHYE at Tlte Ka11ada Press, 109 P aro i Bazz a r S tre<;t , B om bay l. 
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