
-g1r'fl-.
.:ii.-:

\11.:
\ '' "':'''

107

E [LLUSIONS develop from time to time about the
I aims and policies of the communists. They develop

\ fast when, iri the course of their periodical gyrations
i.t lrom the left to the right and back again, the commu-
\ nists are following a soft as against a hard line. Du-ring

such a period, they talk louclly and incessantly about
their patriotism, their devotion to democracy and

, freedoin. their friendliness towards other parties and- . their readiness to work together with all ind sundry.
Many are taken in by these proJessions, in spite of
the bitter experiences made on earlier occasions. M-any^

believe that the communists have turned a nerv leaf
and would now behave as honest and sincere public
rvorkers. Who would like to attribute duplicity and
treachery to persons with whom one is rvorking? It
is much more comfortable to believe that people mean
what they say and that when the communists avorv
their faith in democratic and peaceful means and
methods thev will stick to them and will have no other

z r ulterior motives. So, the illusion grows until it is shat-
" :--i tered by the next turn in the coirmunist strategy -and

tactics. But, in the meanwhile, a lot of damage is done
t<l the cattse of den-rocrncy and ttl clemocratic parties

'1' and organisations.
The illusion is an ever-recurring disease' The ex-

periencc of one period. of one- grqup of people, or

, ,f one cottntry is irever enotrgh for the next period or
for another gioup of people-or another country' Each,
it appears, rioul,l like to 

^make its -orvn exp.erience and
learlf, its own lesson. There would be nothing wrong
in the desire to experiment and learn, rvere it not for
the danger of the-communists utilising the. opportu-
nitv for a total subversion of the dernocratic system'
Tft'at hut happened in sortre ctlttlttries and it rvill be

too hazardouJ-to allor*'a repetition of that experience'
Czechoslovakia is tht: classic exarnplc of a couutry

g,hich tlte couturttuists took <x'tr b)' posirrg rt.s cltttlo-
crats and by enteriug into rrnitecl front nqreetnents
u,ith clemocratic rlarties and organisations' They forg-
ecl ir nati<tnitl fr',rirt rrl,'tlq rvitlt thc Social I)tlnloc'ratic:

i;"tiy ""d 
t;c Nationai.socialist Part' arrd .tilised

their position in the front to weaken and disorga-
nise the two parties. They entered the coalition Gow-
ernment, and made use of the governmental machinery
to consolidate their strength and to isolate their allies
in the coalition. While paying lip homage to the Con-
stitution and the Parliament, they were preparing all
the while for their overthrow and destruction. While
posing as democrats, they were ceaselessly working for
the imposition of the rule of their party. As.soon as thg
opportirtre moment arrived, they-threw ofi the cloak
of democracy and appeared on the scene as the storm-
troopers of iheir paity's dictatorship. The friends and
colleagues of yesterday then became enemies aud
traitors and were ruthlessly liquidated one after the
other. Democratic parties and individuals who had
put faith in the boniffides of the communists and hAd
given them places in the Government and in mass
organisations woke up to ffnd that they had been push-
ed out of all positions of power and importance and
would never get an opportunity of telling the people
how they had been duped and betrayed. Czechoslo-
vakia thus ieased to be a democracy and became a
totalitarian communist state without the communiSt
firing a shot and entirely tlrrough the clever irse of the
Parliament and parliamentary forms.

This story of the communist seizure of power in
Czechoslovakia has been told by many contemporary
observers and political and social scientists. Those
accounts provided some rvarning to democrats all over
world. A lar more salutary and effective warning has
norv been provided by the communists themselves. It
is throrrgh ir treatise on How Parliament Can Pl.ay Re'
aolutiorirg Part in the Transitdort to Socinldsrn written
on the basis of the experiences made in Czechoslovakia
for the benefft of c<-rmmttnist cadres in other countries'
The rvriter is Jan Kozak, a communist member of the
Czechoslovak National Assembly. The book was pub-
lished in Czechoslovakia in 1957 and was since then
extensively rrsed for the- training -of com-munist acti-
vists. Tu'o chapters of the book found their way to
England. They-were translated ernd have been recently
published by' a group of English parliamentarians
consisting ol sucliprohinent persons as Lord Morri-
son, Lord Birdu'ood, Mr. Dest-n<xrd Donnelly and Sir
Hamilton Kerr.

lr{r. }an Kozak has in his book outlined the tirctics
and strategy that rvere adopted by the communists for
the pcacei,il take-over of Czechoslttvtlkia. I{e llas de-

tailcd horv the Nrrtional Front rvas forrnecl irnd hcl',v i[
u,as trtilised for tveakening and disruptiug the other
r.''stitrrelts 9f tlrt' Iirolt. Aftcr the contrr-nutists r.uter-

ecl tlre Coverument. tliey conrilined "presstrrc fron.t
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*Uoud ,*oith;' pr*sure fipm belo{i-"iiL ;destioy!-ng' all
non-communist parties. They were caught, according Without Commentto him, "in the two jaws of a nutcracker-'and, in spite
of their numerical superiority in elected bodies and
their bigger following in the country, they were re-
duced to the position of inactivity and impotence.rThe
control of the Ministry of the Interior was skilfully
utilised by the communists for whipping up public
sentrment against leaders of other political parties and
for discrediting and isolating them. Once [he ground
was prepared in this manner, they could easily
advance a little further and take complete control of
the machinery of the state.

N{r. Kozak has rvritten his book not as a history but
as a manual of instructions for communist workers all
over the rvorld. He desires his study to be "an unusual-
lv valuable aud instructive contribution to the interna-
tional workers' movement. .. . . . . . for accelerating the
march of the world proletarian revolution". Commu-
nist workers have been learning and digesting these
invaluable lessons since long. It is only the others, the
non-communists, whom the communists desire to draw
into their net and then destroy, who have either
ignored them or have been ignorant about them. The
Euglish translation of two chapters of the book should
now serye as a rvarning. The purpose of the trans-
la$o1 .u, as stated by Lord Morrison in his foreward,
"that it may be a warning and an indication oI what
to ocpect lrom those who work in their own countries
on behalf of the international communist conspiracy
against parliam.entary democracy."

Along with many other counuies, India also needs
the warning. The communists have now taken to
parliarnentary activities and desire to be recognised
and treated as patriots and democrats. Public memory
being short, it is forgotten that not more than ten
years back they were engaged in organising insurrec-
tionary activities in various parts of the country. lt is
only atter they failed miserably to make any headway
along that path that they decrded to combine parlia-
mentary with insurrectionary activities. The latter are
not given up, they are rnerely postponed for more pro-
pitious tirnes. And even whrle engaged in the former,
they do not forget or lessen their ernphasis on extla-
parliamentary activities. They are convinced as is
stated in one of their important party documents, that
it is only "hundreds of streams of partisan struggles
nrerging witli the general strike and uprising of work-
ers in the cities" that rvill lead them to victory.
The rule still holds good and is binding upon all com-
munists. Parliamentary activity is to the communists
only a tactic to be used from time to time for further-
ing their objective of strengthening their party and
establishing its totalitarian rule. After all, cornmunistr^
in t:ri.ch c<)rrntr\' tlr) onhj ii scctiorr of thc interuational
communist movement; and the internatrlonal commu-
nist mover.nent is by virtue of its avorved aims a

conspiract, agaist parlian-reritary dcniocrrrcl,' artcl
human freedorn.
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CONGRESS AND COMMUNISTS

by P. V. Thampy ::

(The foltowing a.re ertracts from an artinl.e;ab.peqrtng,
in the March 78, 7967 issue of "Weeklg -Keralni',the leading pro-Congress ueeklg published fron
Ernakul.ttm, Keraln).

f, RE Congressmen sponsoring communist cultural
/a troupes? Judging from what happened in New
Delhi last week, the answer should be in the afirma-
tive. The communist-sponsored Kerala Peoplds Arts
Club, directly controlled by the State Committee of the
Kerala Communist Party, was given an enthusiastic
reception in the capital by prominent Congressmen,
including Pandit Nehru and Dr. Keskar.

The K. P. A. C. presented three plays in Delbi:
"Puthiga Akasam'Puthiga Bhoomii', "Mudiyanaya
Puthrii', and "Ningal Anrne Kornrnunist Akkf' (You
made me a communist). Among the distinguished
audience who witnessed the performances were Pandit
Nehru, Dr. Radhakrishnan and Dr. Keskar.

Thoppil Bhasi, the playwright (the first accused'in
the Sooianad Police Inspector Murder case), posed for
a photograph with the Prime Minister of India.

^He viroti with glowing enthusiasm !n the Party's
Malayalam Dailv Natsaieeban that after the three plays
were'performed-Dr. Keskar presented the troupe with
a shie-ld on belialf of the communist-sponsored IPTA
and the Delhi Malayalee Club.

The Communist 
-Press in Kerala featured these

stories prominently, for they know only too well that
the names of Nehru and Keskar can now be success-
fullv used by them to secure more bookings for their
plays. And more bookings for their plays means more
ilron"'u for the Partv. \4/ith the electioni to the Parlia-
ment fast approaching the communists are in need of
money and ilhat mori ca,n they expec-t than the patr.o-
,rug" iro.tt top Congress leadeis for their money-mak-
ins concern-the KPAC.'it ir t ue that the KPAC plav received a prize frorn
the Kerala Academy, headed by Sardar Panikker'
That indeed is not a justiffcation for Dr' Keskar to
nresent them a shield after they performed their three

flays in the capital, including the play "Yott made me
a Communist."

Nehm and Keskar obviously mtrst have been mis-
infonned about the KPAC. And u'ho could be a

better persor.r to do this than Sarclar K. ltl. Pnnikker.
fatherr-irtlarv of ]llr. \{. N. Covindan Nair, sccrctarl'
of the Kcrala Commttnist Partl'? It is not a secret in
Kerala that Sarclar Ptrnikker has lleen keeping close

corrtrtcI ri rili iop lc,rttlc,rs of thc I(clala Contmunist
Party.
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we accbpt .a State-directed - or com-
my, wheri decisions as to wh'at is pro'
.t what price it is sold are imposed from

common people of this country, which
the commuiist -pattern,-we reigbt, that-

'- -ducid.and what shall nbt be produced.

br,yq go in for real economic democracy *hich con-
sis.ts',of the process of leaving the people of India
the'freedom of choice to decide what shall be pro'

, ishri Jayaprakash Narayan makes the grievance
.that in. a parliamentary democracy the people

(-) only -vote on^ce in ive years, and tfien aftei tlatrz tn6v are helpless. There iisome force in that conten-
Uoii. ttrhat ii th" w"y that'we supplement parliamen-
tary democracy? I say that we cair^supplemtnt it only
by economic democracy where every day the men

F and women of I4dia go to the market place and cast
an dcrinbmic baliot. fhey decide whafthey want to
buy, at what price, and what they do not want to
buy; Every time the common man does that, he exer-
qises a freedom of choice. If he does not want to buy,
he'€aercis€s a negative fredom of choice. Out of all
thelSe'votes that are cast evqry day in the bazaars of
India;we get a c.ollective balloi. Out of this consumers'
preference, by the laws of competition, by checking
Stbte or any other kind of monopoly, comes the consu-
mert right to determine the pattern of production in
this country

This is the broad philosophic choice before the
country. On this choice, the Socialist and Communist
oarties and the present Government are all in one^*-p. Against thb^t command economy, we put before
the country the concept of decentralised economic
pover that Gandhiji had at heart when he said that
if he had his way the Reserve Bank of India's vaults
should be opened and tlle gold that was there should
be distributed among the people in all the villages of
India. That is how economic power is divided; a
Iittle particle is given to every man, woman and child
in the country. That is the real choice before the
country.

Having posed a real challenge to the Budget,
I think it is risht to sav that it is mischievous
in three ways." First .if ail, 'these additional
Ievies undoubtedly contribute a blow to the lower
middle classes and the common people of this country.
This is ill-deserved, after all the burclens that have
been cast on them in the Iast decade.

Secondly, apart from the burden on the common
rlan, these excise duties will injure the process of
industrialisation and aggravate rrnemployment.
Already, as a result of the excise duty on power looms,
anything up to 15,000 rnen are in danger of
being displaced in the artificirrl silk and otl.rer

The Econonric Reuiew itself supplies the material,
During the Second Plan, it points out, the reral incbrire
of the Indian people rose by 19 per cent. But the
money supply r:ose'by 35 per-cent. if this-is not'deii-
berate inflation of currency, I do not know what is.

The Survey also goes on to point out that at thg,
end of 1959, the index of wholesale prices :ras 117.9
rvhile at the end of 1960 it is 124.8, €rn average increase .

of 6.5 per cent; and that during the Second Plan there
has been a rise of 25 per cent in wholesale prices.
The rupee has depreciated to that extent. It is the
monetary policies of Government tlat are responsible
for this infation. Government professes, on the one
hand, to be against inflation; but their practices, on
the other, do not coincide with their professions.

I do not accept this point that additional taxation ii
necessary. I claim that by cutting down civil expendi-
ture and by not indulging in development plans of a
Utopian nature, of an unrealistic nature, we can prune
our Budget so that the existing taxation, high as it is,
would suffice.

Let us consider non-developmental expendifure
and developmental expenditure apart. Let us start
with non-developmental expenditure. This has been
iising, at an alarming rate. The Estimates Committee
of the House has pointed out that a large part of the
additional taxation levied during the Second Plan on
the ground that it was to go to the Plan has, in fact,
been diverted to non-Plan expenditure. Here are the
figures. The cost of the Administrative Services has
gone up in the last decade by Rs. 37 crores.

At a time rvhen orrr frontiers are threatened by
cornnrunist China. I s'orrlcl bc the last person to
grudge a single nrpee that is being directed to the
defence of the country from that aggression. But how
i5 6n1r to justifv the pirrchase of a secondhand aircraft
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Befor,e The Cou,ntry
by M. B. Masani

fundamental choice before the counky.

pro-

textile industries. As a result of tho exeise duty
on metal sheets and cir-cles of copper and zinc, 5,(X)0
people are already unemployed today at lagadhri,tn
the Punjab. In Mirzapur also the small scAle'industry
has been mortally hit already by these excise dutieq.
The excise duty- on diesel will- restrict'traiisport,Sf
goods and people. Finally, the additioibl ,duty'qn
newsprint is going to affect adversely the'newspap&h
industry, a necessity for the minds of our beople.In these ways, along with the reduction in the
development rebate, the import duty on capltal equip-
ment and the surtax on earned incomes, economic
development will be impeded by this Buddet. ' ,, '.,

And that brings me to the third mischief of this
Budget. At a time when everyone agrees, and the
Ieaders of Government themselves agree, that nothing
must be done to aggravate infation, this is almost a
deliberate act setting in motion further infationary
tendencies,
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.carrier at a cost which comes, I believe, to somerfhete
about Rs. 30 crores'including:1he planes that{ale to
be found on it. We are -facind a threat 

-across

. the Himalayas and,- instead -of directing the
money that we spend on defence to fiehtin! that
engmy, we go aq{-buy this big toy for ffgh-ting i non-
exis_tent enemy. Who is going to invadJus fiom the
sea? We are making ihe iame mistake ,that the
'Moghuls did in the reverse order. They built a huge
,land army and neglected the navy, a;d the Brid;h
were able to land on the coasts and established settle-
ments all round India and from these they moved,in.
Now, we are concerned with the attack by a land
power on the_North and, instead of concentrating on
ttat, we neglect our defence there and we siend
money on a nar,y which rve do not need at the present
moment.

According to a paper that was placed before the
last meeting of the National Devilopment Council' prepared by the Planning body, these aie the estimates
in the States of non-developmental expenditure and
developrnental expenditure.-The deveiopmental ex-
penditure in 1961-62 is Rs. 420.4 crores ind in tgOS-
66 it is estimated to be Rs. 471 crores-that is, an
incrpase of Rs. 51.2 crores. Rs. 375.9 crores js-the
non-deve_lop:nent expenditure in 190l-62 compared
to Rs. 463.7 crores in 196466. There is an in6rease
of Rs. 87.8 crores in non-development expenditure.
So, _in the next ffve years, the-States wlll spend
on development Rs. 5l crores more while on 

-non-

development expenditure they :,rdll spend Rs.-87.8
cr-ore-s more. It lppears that the Sake's, Progress. in
which we are indulging over the last ten yeirs is to
continue for the next ten years.

Now, let us turn to developmental expenditure.
Vast developmental projects have been undertaken,
at expenditure that often goes beyond estimates, and
the returns are miserablv low. If anv businessman
produced such results, he'would be driven out 6f the
qrarke! and go insolvent. The fourth steel plant
should never- have formed part of the ?bn.
It ac_counts for no less than Rs. 235 crores.
The fiditional tax this year is Rs. 60 crores. In other
rvords if this rvhite elephant rvas not being imposed
on this country, the burden of the additionil taiation
this year, the next year, the year after that and the
year after that could be removed from the shoulders
of the common people of tbis country. It is because
of such megalomania that the common people are
being mulct"ed today and there is this L,riden of
additional taxation.

There are people who say that'this is all very nega-
tive though very effective criticism. Buf whatis the trse? Why don't yc^r say something
positive?" I shall try, however. briefly to list some
positive things that we would like to do. I just list them
bccausc timc does not pennit a full erposition of
these positive measures.

First of all, rve should make a drastic reduction in
civil expenditure,

Secondlr'. 11'61 11'611lcl c.oncentrate development ex-
pendihrre on projects which are labour intensive,

4

cost of the interest of this country. . 1

-Enrccts from a speech in ::,lf#f ,Y:A!"ffj

Then, thirdly, we would limit taxation

Then, fffthly, we would cut down the'
on the State sector. This will be made u
over by the same money being invested

"l nerer got a luneral lrle but lhdn l'lrad only a ilnire stitr ..\

\'".: .i'

proportions, so that money is left to fi
pockets of the people to be devoted to

Fourthly, we would go in for honest
collection of taxes.

sector. i'i
tastly, we would replace foreign loans tnken ftdltr

foreign governments which are a burddil phtr.tle

"o,toEry 
6'y rq"ig capital coming in in a H&ef riddF,ure. ,tr " .'., !: ;

-We want foreign capital, but we *.{i^ t"*A;
capital to come at its risk and not at the riik or at.thp

- Courtesy Dailg Erpress
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Central Budget 196I-62
by Economicus

FOR a proper assessment of. the new tax proposals
t' contained in the Budget of the Central Govern-
ment for the current ffnancial year, it is necessary to
bb clear.about the overall peripective governing our
thx policy. In the present phase of Indian economic
development, taxation no longer seryes merely the
Iimited objective of finding the funds required for
running the administration, it has come to constitute
the main element of a broader strategy of inducing a
rapid growth of the economy, consistent with the
attainment of certain u'idely shared aims, such as

,71 avoiding the concentration of economic power in a

t J few private hands and nalrowing the glaring &s-
parities in the living standa?ds of the difierent sections
of the community. In this context, a particular budget
has to be judged according to the contribution it
makes towards furthering the above obiectives. This
does not, of course, mean that all the tax measures
become immediately justiffable because they are
avowedly intended for raising the budgetory resources
of the public-sector. Within the broader needs of the
Plan, there is bourid to be ample scope for variations
in the detailed taxes and every speciftc new levy has
to be closely scrutinized in the Iight of its impact on
certain crucial determinants.

Admittedly, the task confronting the Finahce
Minister, who is working within the structural frame-
rvork of the mixed economy, is full of difficulties. The
existence of tl-re private sector enjoins on him the duty
of so framing his tax measure.s that he does not impair
certain well-accepted econornic incentives. But he
must also avoid the opposite danger of failing to raise
adequate revenues foi lhe fulfflment of the investment
outliy of the public sector. Since a large part oT the
public sector outlay goes to ffnance mainly the expen-
dittrre on projects peitaining to Jhe infm-struchtre of
the econoriy, ihe cotnpletion of the progran-rmes in the
public sector is of fundamental importance even for
the healthv growth of the private sector.

It goes'to'the credit of the far-sighted and bold
statesmanship of the Finance Minister that he has

made a t.tpt6*" efiort in maintaining a proqer balance
between the needs of both the sectors and has spread
the tax-net wide enough so as not to be too harsh
towards any single section of the community.

Before exaninlng the specific proposals. it is neces-
sary to clear a conimon cbnfusion rvitlr respcct to the
role of comrnodity taxation. As tnost of the tax
l'neasures strgqested b1'tlre Finance N{inister hclrlrrq lo
this catcgorv,'wc often hear the clitit'isrrl that llit' lrcu'
taxes rvrlulcl lcacl tt't inflation. This is not a corlect
infererrcc. The price-rises. conseq-uent on comtrloditv
tax increases on the one hand' and the spurt in plicgs'
,u, ,rct,t,t,,tt of dcffcit linirr-rcing on the other. shoulcl hc

clearly distinguished. When the budget relies on com-
modity taxation or even direct taxes for mobilising the
resources, there is generally no net expansionary im-
pact on the money supply or the aggregate demand in
the economy. The important conclusion, which has
emerged from a discussion among some eminent eco'
nomists in the U.S. on this issue, is that, unless some
additional assumption is made with regard to increase
in money supply, it is not possible to infer that an
overall rise can take place as a consequence of the
imposition of either general or partial commodity
taxes. In fact, tJre more the budget relies on taxation
and the less on deficit ffnancing, the danger of infla-
tionary pressures emerging within the economy is
minimised.

As the Central Government is required to raise an
additional tax revenue of the order of Rs. 1,100 crores
during the third plan period, the Finance Minister
has rishtlv nroceeded to make a substantial contri-
bution"to'this tax efiort. On the basis of the revised
estimates (after making allowance for the concession
of Rs. 4.5 crores ) the new taxation measures are ex-
pected to draw to the exchequer a sum of Rs. 59'87
crores in the current year or Rs. 300 crores in the entire
third plan periocl. The major reliance is pllced- on
commodity Jaxation-custorns and excise-and only -a 

,

nominal sum of Rs. 3 crores is to be collected through
direct taxation. The Finance Minister seems to be
sharing the view, held by most,persons who are afiect-
ed bi high rates of personal taxation, that direct
taxation h"as very littld further scope in India. It is
verv easv to argue, on the basis of al comparison of
Indian tax rates- and those llrevailing in other coun-
tries, that direct taxation has reached the point of
saturation. Upto Rs. 20,000 per annu,m level, however,
there is still iome room for raising the rates, and it is
quite likely that Mr. Desai may 

-have 
reserved such

"i^r.tg"r 
foi' thc ncxt ferv llrdgets.

Fr6m tlie point of view of avoiding- economic
concentrations^and lessening inequalities, the Finance
Minister of a political party, cledicated to the socialis-
tic pattern, shbuld have taken some steps to raise the
cxistine rates of estate duties. By any standard, Indian
rates aie lower than those prevailing in many advanc-
ed or even under-developed countries' From the
rtil"tty it,n.tn" goal, thc c-ontribution. of enhanced
rates of estate dut"ies cannot be strbstirntial' but it mav
go " tn"g rvay iu creating the prrper psychological
liimate fir imposing sacrifices on the masses.

Another refbrn-r 6xpeeted of the Finance N4inister

ucrtititts to closirtr: ihe csisting loop-lroles irr llre
,'rc]rrirristlltli,rrt,rf rlilt'<'t lirrcs \\/hilc ctllet'ts t'ttav

clifier regarding the exact atrtotnrt of tax evasion
practised-in India. the availalrle evidence indicates
that s,lch evasiotr is rluite corlsitlelallle Tlrc Firrance

r
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Minister should have indicated the steps the Govern-
ment propor.q to take foq a stricter enfo-rcement of
various provisions intended to ch6ck illegal avoidance

' of direct taxes. As the legal sanctions in India are not
.very adequate, new provisions should be incorporated
in the Indian Income-tax act for curbing evasion.

The changes proposed in the corporate taxation
should be generally welcome. While the rationalisa-
tion efiected in the treatment of inter-corporate divi-
dends has not satisffed industry and the reduction of
the rate of development rebate allowance has met with
loud protests, the restriction imposed on extravag-ant
entertainment expenditure is well conceived. Rather
than effecting a blanket reduction in the development
allowance, th"e Finance Minister would have bee-n well
advised to introduce the principle of selectivity. This
was, in fact, the original idea of the Taxation Enquiry
Commission in granting development rebate, which
according to the Commission should be conffned to
producers' and capital goods industries.' The Finance Minister'needs to be also congratulated
for having summarily rejected the plea of some
Members of Parliament, belonging to his own party,
for the reimposition of excess profft tax. Thorrgh the
tax mav hav6 certain superffcial-merits, the differential
taxation of company iroffts which it introduces is
damaging to the 

"m6i"""y 
and economy of the corpo-

rate iec6r. A proportionate tax on the Company's
proffts is the beit methqd of ensuring tha! a part o{
h-ish comotate profits are brouqht into the tax net.
W"hite "i""tt piofft taxation hi ample iy-sliffcati-on' during the wariime in mopping up the wind{all p^roftts

' -ade"bv war contractors 
^and-others who benefit by

the scaicity conditions generated by the wars in a

develoninq' economv. thl difierentiation inboduced
bv the^exless profit'tax would not be consistent with
tlie principle of equitl' between shareholders.

As' the ^Finun""'Nlfnister has chosen to rely ver):

heavilv on commoditv taxation, there is a general
presumption that the new taxes will affect the poor
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Iircedom First F;;'
and tho middle pfasses. The item-wise break-up of the
qew le{des on imports and excise,. however, shows
that not all the fresh imports would push the prices
of the articles of common consumption. Out of the
new custom levies bringing in Rs. 29.57 crores, only
Rs. 5.79 crores will directly burden articles of common
consumption. In the sphere of excise taxation, too, the
direct incidence on articles of popular cbnsumptign
amounts to Rs. 11.20 crores. '"1"'

Even some of the industrial raw materials and
machinery, subjected to higher customs .and excise
taxation, are useful only in the manufacture of luxury
and semi-luxury articles. Their taxation will not affept
the articles of 

'essential 
consumption. Of ,pourse, the

levies on tea, betelnut, keroseno ire bound to impinge
on the common man. But if direct taxation has reached
the point of saturation, what other method could be
deviied for mobilising resources for economic deve-
lopment?-A 

salient feature of the Budget is its yeliance on ' -\
",rrio-'duties. 

It was almost aiiomatic tliat, as the
import policy is encouraging the imports cif develo-p-
mdntal materials, there ls no scope for raising the
revenue throueh imposition of custom duties. The
policy of impoit subititution also points in the same
hir""iio". Btit the new budget hd followed the up- '(

conventional path of imposing higher ta_xation on im-
oorts of esseniial industrial raw materials and machi-
ilerv. Mr. Desai has tried to justify the increase in the
standard rate of import duty re: machin-ery from 10 to
15 per cent ott gr6unds oi protection to indigenous -
*o".hinerv nianufacturing industry. It is also sugges- - -

ted bv some that the hig-her duty will discourage the
impoits of machinery and prevent excess capacity,
wh^ich is allegedly induced by the curre-nt develop-
ment rebate. I"t is ieally questi6nable whether the best
method of encouraging indigenous manufacturers of
machinery is a hig[er- duty on i-mportqd qlchinery'
At any rate this is-not a proper device for discourag-
i"L "i""tt capacitv' The con-trol of capital issue and
ihE li""nring 

"d-ittitttation 
should ta[e care of this

problem.
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INDIAN TNADE UNIONS
A SURVEY
by V. B. Karnik

A survev of the trade union movement in India during
ihe last'fortv years. It gives a graphic account of the

"^iiJr-t- 
tt"e'".' through "which i'l't"- mot'"mettt passed'

rhir is n biook which all trade union workers should
reacl.
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situation.
It had been clear during the second half of the last

year that China had to cope with worse natural cala-
mities in various parts of her territory. But the Qhilgse
communist rulerJ, till the last week of December,
refused to admit the desperate food situation result-
ing from the calamities ihat hit the country during
th6 vear. For example, in October last year, Neu:

" A cniia Neus Agercu reported that half of the arable
=' t land had been 

-affecled ^by the natural calamities, but
it noted triumphantly that owing to the communes

r "the impact of the ciisaster u'as iesh'icted to only rr

' third of the affected area'.....and in resistance to
disaster a great victory had been-won"' The same tone
was mainiained as late as the second week of
December. An editorial pronouncement- of the P egpl^e-s

Dai'ly rhetorically asked on December 13, 1Q60:

'witfr a succession of natural calamities , extending
over two years, what would have happe-ned without
the achievements of years of great works on water
conservancy?" But ttris false propaganda -could no
lonser be'sustained as the nervs abrlut the severtr

fam"ine conditions in different parts of China could no
lonser be suppressed from the outside world.

O"., O""et Ber 28, thc Neu Chi'nn Neus Agencg

outtoitn""d that in 1960, half of the arable land of tlre

"ountrv 
had sufiered from nahrral disasters. It further

reported that calamities. the worst in a hundred ye-ars,

tt"i ttit Chinr and that 9O0 million 11611', msls thatt

Famine Conditions In China
(Contributed)

fUDGING from reports that have been appearing in
rl the press recently, it is obvious that the food situa-
tion in 

-China is more desperate than she has faced
at any time during the lait twelve years. The tone
and substance of various announcements made by
spokesmen of the Chinese communist regime during
the last three months indicate that their main concern
at present is how to stave ofi large'sc-ale famine on
the mainland this year. The magnitude of -the p-ro-
blem can be gauged from the fact tha-t China has
recently boughl fiom Australia one million tons of
wheat ind +ti,OOO tons of four for twenty-one million
pounds (i.e. Rs. 27 crores) in cash _and is negotiating
Ior a large quantity of bar[ey, In addition to this, she
has obtiined from Canada about 7,50,000 tons of
wheat and 2,50,000 tons of barley for a sirnilar outlay
and bought fertilizers worth I0 million pounds, m-ostly
from W6stern Europe. Most of these purchases have
been for cash totalling more than fffty million pounds
( about Rs. 70 crores ). This is known to be more ready
cash than China had immediately available. Thus,
the fact that the country like China which was hitherto
exporting food stufis for efiecting-lartgr deals with
otler countries has been herself obliged to resort to
these'-expensive emergency food purchases in the
open-mailets abroa*indicates the gravity of her food

half of the arable land, were affected with varying
intensity, (the total arable land is 1,600 million mow);
300-400 million mow had sufiered heavily and a part
of the agrarian land did not produce anything. Thls
was a calamitous news, particularly in a country
where the whole of the national economy depends'so
much on agriculture.

The seriousness of the food shortage was later con-
ffrmed by the Central Committee of the Chinese Com-
munist Party which met in Peking from January 14 to
18. It issued a communique directing the whole nation
to concentrate in 1961 on "strength-ening the agricul-
tural front" in view of the calamities that had occurrpd
in two successive years. It also announced the deci-
sion, unprecedented in a communist state, to redu_ce
the scope of capital construction and slow down the
rates oI development of heavy industry. The com-
munique also admitted the existence of the dis-
gruntled and dissatisffed elements in China. Some l0
per cent of the population, it stated, "who have not
iet been sufrciently remoulded, have taken advantage
bf the difficulties brought about by natural calamities
and shortcomings in work at the lower levels to carry
on sabotage." It also noted that there u'gre,l0 -per cent
of partrz- ind government functionaries whc 'infringe
thelar+r,and.vi-olate discipline in cities and villages to
the detriment of the interests of the people'" This is,
oerhaos. the ffrst time that the Chinese communist
iulers^ have admitted that at least 70 million people
are dissatisffed with their People's Democracy.

The extent of the acute food shortage has not been
disclosed by Chinese rulers, but it is estimated that
there has beett a shortaqe of about 100 million tons
of food grains last yea-r. Chinese qpgkes-men haye
claimed ihat in 1958 the output of foodgrains in-
creased bv 65 million tons to Jrecord of ?.fr million
tons. They also claimed that despite- natural calami-
ties, food grain output rose to 270 million tons in 1959

ood rr"r tJincreasiby l0 per cent in 1960' The figures
are, of course, exaggerated and many observers^ place
these ffgures'at 2i}6-2%l million tons for 1958, and

"Ub"t 
tgO-ZOO million tons for 1959. As regards the

output in 1960, Chou En-lai stated that it had been
less^ than in 1d5g and 1959 but more than in 1957'

In 1957, the food grain output was- claimed to be 185

*itUo" 'tons. 
Thus" the actial food grain output last

vear can be nlaced at about 140-150 n-rillion tons'' There hafe been wide-spread food shortag.es - 
in

China ihro,tghout the last y-ear. Peasants u'ere being
encouraqed fo economise and raise their own vege-

;tt* ;;J livestock. Food rationing was reported t-o

f-* -irJi .t.ict"r <lurinq the second'half of 1960' rvith
the dailv grain rations varving betrveen half a pound

;;d;;; fiJ " half pounds. From Januar-v ou'vards'
etilr;;- ;;p"tt t-,eqan advocati.s ihe culti'ation ot
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Freedom First

Chlorella, a pond weed, as an odible food for the
people. Chlorella is a sort of unicellular alga which
normally grows in stinking stagnant water, appearing
as a layer of green foam. Before the advent of the
communists to power, it was sometimes used in China
to feed swine, but no one ever thought of it as a pos-
sible food for human beings. The Peopl.e's Daily on
July 6, 1960, editorially announced that Ctrlorella was
already being used to make pastry, bread, candy etc.,
and that it was also used to feed babies after being
made into powder. Along with Chlorella, the people
were also made to eat artiffcial meat with mud taste.
The meat 'is made mainly of baggasse, sugar cane
leftover and other unknown ingredients" according to
the Formosan Central News Agency dispatch in
February this year. The meat, it further added, "tastes
like mud and often causes stomach troubles". In
February, again, the daily ration of rice was cut from
6,6 oz to 4.4 oz in a drastic move to meet the acute
food shortage. There were, besides, other indications
conffrming the worst food shortages on the mainland.
Many Chinese refugees living in Hong Kong have
recently been receiving pathetic letters from their
relatives and friends on the mainland complaining of
unprecedented hardships beyond the limit of endu-
rance of even the stoic Chinese. Some letters com-
plained tbat rice and flour rations were not half enough
for subsistence, some said they had not seen cooking
oil for months. Pork and beef, others.wrote, were
dishes. existing only in fairy tales, while vegetables
were...gr€at ltxuriei. Mal-nutrition, .they' added,' had
caused general ill-health and niglit blindness was a
common disease.

Contrary to past practice, Hong Kong communist
papers this time have not seriously attacked the "capi-
talist rumours" u'hich speak of extreme shortages of
food on the mainland. On the contrary, the Chinese
authorities have conffrmed the near-famine conditions
by their deed. For example, there are about 2.5 million
Chinese refugees residing in Hong Kong, most of
whom were driven out of China by the communists.
Thesfiefugees were sending food parcels to relatives
and friends ou the mainland for the last hvo or three
years; but only those who were better off could afiord
to pay exhorbitant customs duties levied by the Chi-
nese communists. But from the later half of 1960, the
number of food parcels sent to China from Hong Kong
has increased rapidly. At the end of the last year, an
average of about 40,000 small food parcels for China
were sent from Hong Kong every day. In January,
it rose to an average of 1,00,000 lbs of food daily, while
it reachecl thc figure of 1,40,000 lbs per day in
February.

Various other leports emanating from China during
the last ferv months also underlined the gravity of
the fanrine conditions. There were, for example, rc-
ports of long queues formed at for.rd distribution
centres throughor.rt Pekin,J irr Fell'rrirrr'. Sintil;irh,.
many provincial Chinese ne\4/sllapers, like Nanfang
Iia Pact of Car.rton, )'u.nrnn Doily Neus ancl z\rrh.t-rci

I

April rcal .

Daily Neus reported the occurrance of fiunger riots
and piot$t demonstrations in variorls parts of the
country. In senre places, for example in Yunnan pro-
vince, it was reported that hundreds of farmers
'plundered food depots after killing the cadres in
charge". In some other places, like in Anhwei pro-
vince-, peasants even .b3rt. down grain depots apd
killed communist oficials. That the Chinese -qommuh.-
ists permitted these reports to appear .i4r papeit
showed the magnitude of the dissatisfactiop against
the commun-ist regime as lvell as the severiti of food
scarcity in the country.

Forded to cut dorv:i drastically the daily f6Uons''ol
the common man to the minimum necessaly-'for sub-
sistence, the Chinese communists have tdk_en steps
to "reduce the appetite of the population." Physicll
training of the entire nation, which was madg compul-
sory some time ago, has now been abandoniil and so
also the extra liours of work enforced 6irilier in
industry. '

Faced with the dire eclnomic and food situation,
the Chinese rulers have now tried to dangle the carrot
before the Chinese masses. Already the stnrcture of
people's communes has been modiffed to m'eet scjme^"f titu oractical obiections and needs in order to miti-
gate s6me of the'rigours o[ the system. The com-
irunist regime has alio resorted to 

-doses 
of' {pfate, -"

enterprise" !y introducing a system o.f perso.nal re- ''

rvardi for labour in mral areas with a view to improv-
irig the output of farm-workers. Private pJots of land,
ta[en away from the peasants when--communes'for '':'
rural areas were organlsed in 1958, have also been
restored. These can total in area the equivalent of
about 5 per cent of the average per capita cultivated
land in eich commune. Stern orders have been issued
that the crops, fowl and livestock from private lands
belong to individuals and cannot be collecte-d by
officiai agencies. Rural officials have beeh ordered,
moreover, to see that peasants have some spare time
instead of enforcing a routine of mass meetings, mili-
tary training and other forms of participation in public
activities that take trp all their claily hours except '
those spent in the fields and at meals' The spare time
thus allowed is to be used by peasants to engage in
rvork on their small plots.

The regime has also tried to stimulate production
and simplify market procedures by permitting sqrall
local "free" markets, where peasants could sell poultry,
eggs, fresh vegetables and so on. This small-scale
restitution of private enterprise is obviously a tempo-
rary measure and even peasants are bound to accept
it with wry scepticism. It is therefore uncertain how
effective the new "small freedoms" will be in com-
munist China in helping the regime to tide over the
difficult food situation. But in any case the Chinese
people rvill have to endure stoically the wrath of
nature and pay fol the mismanagement by their com-
mttrlist llosses, u'ho, b1' their unrvieldl' 

","'t'ttt'tttt't"sy'stem and bad rnanagement, have caused great
danriige to Chinese agriculturc.

\
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'" ' :j.il..PDRESSING an informal meeting of some promin- facilities, aqd also larger number of seats in the lesis-
. -#i'Btt Mrrslims in Bombay.the_other {ay, "t 

the resid- l?t*T. Ultimately, un?er the leadership of Mr. Ji"""ab, . ,;$+ggrlp.i. Mr. H. _H. Ismail, Consul-Gdneral for .the they demanded the creation of a separale state.if paU-
.;,-p'"9.#'tpicanRepublic,Mrs.IndiraGandhi,Chairmanstryqasthesoll'Uonofa]ltheirprdble'',s.

, ,,-,$if;th- AfCC's.National_Integration Committee, stated -However, after Pakistan cami into being as a result
: ,$lat:communal tension had prevailed in Jabalpur long of the division of the country, the M'uslims whb

HSf*e ttt a-ctua!riots took place and that it *as-only remained-in India, did not find their problems coming
'iii-qideqlgl that Muslirris became the victims of th-e to an end. They realised to their dbep dismav thai'lggideqtgl that Muslims became the victims of the to an end. They realised to their deep dismay thal
,$qtf.,.$he came to the view, after her recent visit to Pakistan was no solution to their prodlems anil that
lapalpur, that had the Muslim boys not misbehaved they were left absolutely leaderlesi.
wrth an unfortunate Hindu girl which gave a difierent The Indian leaders tobk a sympathetic view of the
;qy..,pt,!o the tension and rZsultJ i""ffi"a"-frl*ii- rights of the minorities. a[n,i"gfr-F tirt""-ctrose to
:rfBtq, the majority community would have raked up a be a theocratic state, the Indian eonstitutiou,provided
,y:qlg"t quarrel with some other minority, possiSly, all neressary safeguards to the interesiil of the
Jains. - ' ': minorities. ., :

I\4tt.Gandhi's staternent makes it clear that a section The desirability of according safeguards and protec-
of the.majority commynity was itching for trouble. It tions to the minorities was -never"doubted 6y any
also shows that we have yet to go a long way to section of public opinion in India. The need foi suc[r*- drr(r, iluws ulal we uave yer [o go a rong way to sccuou or PuDuc oPtnron ln lnola. Ine need tor suchf establish communal harmony and bring abbut emo' saf_eguards and protections was, time and again, stres-
tional integration between all sections of the society. sed by various pblitical organisations and sp-ecial com-
In its absence even a tiny section of a community bent mittees even prior to freedom.
up_on mischief can disrup-t the fabric of our sociil life. After freedo-m, however, Muslims never felt socially
,'-'In an*nnder-developed_ economy, however secular and emotionally integrated with the- larger- Indiai
or derrioc-ratic it_may be,_the minorities are prone to be community. There are various reasons for-it. Firstly,-
frr.strated for the simple-reason that therggre;not Hindus afte_r partition, did.not take Muslims fully rB. -...enoughadvantagestog?roundandtheminorl-tiesieel their conffden'ce. T'he memory of theliirqansieent.

'that they a-re left out. Actually, not only the minorities,' attitude of Muslim League leaders at various'itag6 of
but even the members of the maiority community are political negotiations *ith the British, the Muslim '

frustrated for the same reason. In other words, in an League agitation for Pakistan, in which the Muslims
under-developed economy, there is a general pheno- who had been left in India after partition had taken
menon of frustration; all com.rnunities suffer fiom it leading part, the Calcutta holocaust following the
in varying degrees. Direct-Aition Day of the Muslim League in.1945, the
., So far as the Muslims, the largest minority com- Razakar atrocities in Hyderabad was loo fresh in the

. muruty in India, are concerned, their frustration can minds of the Hindus to trust the Muslims overnight.
r be traced to the early period of British domination Again, Pakistan's occasional advocacy of the so-called

of the country. Having lost their political power, they cause of Muslims in India after partition and the iatent
felt isolated and, indeed, they have never fully re-' tendency of some Indian Muslims to look to Pakistan

a- covered from this feeling of isolation since then. Their for moral supprt, which was a hangover from pre-
I initial refusal to take advantage of loaves and ffshes independence days had only helped to deepen the

which the British power offered intensified their feel- suspicions of the Hindus about the Muslims. Secondly,
ing of isolation and, consequently, led to the deepen- Ivluslims have felt that they have been increasingly
ing of their sense of frustration. Even when they took isolated, if not deliberately discriminated against, in
to English education, and accepted new professions economic, social and educational ffelds. The fact that
and services under tle British, their sense of frustra- the Muslims have not been able to take advantage of
tion did not subside because compared to the maiority the various economic facilities ofiered by the develop-
community (which had taken the advantage of the mental projects and expanding economy, for instanee,
British power much earlier) they still laeqed behind. in the ffelds of industry, commerce. trade and services
The British policy, b"t-."-d "l it was on the notorious and other professions, has only added to the Muslim
Roman pnnciple of "divide and nrle", helped to feeling of lsolation. Thirdly, ihe official attitude to-
ag€ravate this feeling.. *,ards-Urdu in certain states - although Urdu is not

The emergenee.of,the Mrrslim L',engrre,on the poli- ,ccessarily the lanquagc of the \{uslims and is being
tieal scene of Tnclia. trorvevcr. o{lered a rhance to thc ,pok"n fi ;"";, Hi;d,, and Sikh. in Nortl Tndia j

iffiljffff"'iilki:l::':,ii;:iln:; Hll"r:mei; iit ,o a'reerini or curturar discrimination amongst

greater share in services and educational and other (Continueil on page 7I)
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Karnik i., ,,. r ., ,3qffi' 1#i
:P':J#y:?J',1",,hA##r"i""?l"TJl;,t i
nesses of India, but because, as is clear frdff.ffitftffi.iffi::, i

i:TH':?P*Fi;rr:*i,H"?1ffi#8 .i
predicted "inevi-table". He has described' jsB$p :,.#*;" ifi:*;;T""iff ill "'"'";il" 

'ii"t:"iffiff ffiffiE :-Wu i
regards its understanding "a prerequisite for![ffi-$iii€$,i:,i'f i

In spite of his painstiking research, Mr
s failed to take note of some imoortahas failed to take note of some importan$,l,ffctrffs . , i

which qo to strenqthen the feeline of 
-nauotffi+rfi;f[{i-;i':*"i;9";; i

There- Is, in the "first place, the"feeling dmn*tn$t:;';';:s:F: I
throughout the counry arising out of a civiliffibb bHtl r ' tr

culture which is the common heritage of all-:ii'bxisibd 
Ieven in pre'British days when the country ,.ya* silit

into sepirate and many a time warring'ldng{o^ms.
The political unity established by the Briti{r; rulersThe political unity established by the Briti{lr-"irtlers
strenlthened it and after Independetrce it iS'.mCItrliiig ''
as a powerful unifying factor. Then there arethe'rail-
ways,- the posts and telegraphs and a numba'r$f oth6t ,

all-india slervices which- bind the country iirto oge.
The needs of defence and of economic dev6lonmbnt
also make it necessary for all parts to think fr-teiinq
of the country 6 a whol6. Mor-eover the'plass:bf pot'
ticians and administrators and businessmdn aid ttiint - -

ers and writers with an all-India outlook' which
developed under the British regime and in the course
of the national movement will not altogether disap'
pear with the replacement of English by Hindi or
with the growing importance of regional elites. The
class is increasing numerically - and may even te
able to increase its infuence in the years to come. lhe
regional elites may not be all parochiat in outldok.
Miny amongst th;m may grow and advance further;
to assume national responsibilities. (

The troubles which arose over the linguistic re- t
organisation of States seem to have given some a
wrong perspective. The troubles arose because there
was delay in giving effect to a principle which was
one of the basic planks of the national movernent;'As
soon as the reorganisation was effeeted, they subsided
and the influence and the strength of the central power
increased and did not wane. The best example of this
phenomenon is to be found in Maharashtra. Aftq
its constitution as a separate State, separatist and
ffssiperous tendencies did not grow; as a matter of
fact they practically disappeared from the scene. Some
problems-vet remain to be solved. They should be
iolved tactftrlly and ffrmly as early as possible. It is
the failure to .solve them'that ereates difrculties and
not the otlter way round.

One need not, horvever, close one's eyes to the ieal-
orrsies, rivalries and antagonisms that are likely to
,rrise. Thel' rrre likcll' to bc minimised by the accept-
ance of the principle of equitable development of all

Danger'ous Decadbs
by V. B.

INDIA: THE MOST DN:IGEROUS DECADESF
,is a stimulating and_thought-provoking book. It draws
attention to a problem and a danger which deserve
the most serious consideration. TEe problem is the
eSoqth of ffssiperous tendencies in tEe country and
the danger is the peril to national survival.

The argument that is developed in the book is
briefly as fol,lows-: The ffrst decide after Independ-
ence was a decade of confidence. It has now e-nded-
and the decades to follow will be the most danger-
ous because the very existence of the nation and ofihe
democra-tic system of government will be in question
during the period. Peofle will think more and inore in
terms of their-li-n-guistic groups. Within the linguistic
groups g3ste lobbies ryill emerge. Each grou! and
c-aste will press-forward its claim to a larg6r shlre of
the cake - and there will be constant q-uarrels and
ffghts between the Centre and the constituent units.
The bonds which hold the country together will
weaken as the older generation of the lea-ders of the
nationa-l struggle passes away and ar€nglish ceases
to be the common language df administraiion, educa-
lion and inter-State communication. With the rise to
frominence of regional languages and with the afiairs "
oJ each _region being condu-cted through' its o',r'n
regional language, a stage may be reached when
"India will be led in not too many years by a genera-
tion of bureaucrats and politiciaris iiterally ,rnibl" to
talk meaningfully to one another on p national stage."
(p.93) Economic competition between the States will
grorv and with its growth will grow "the unity and
militance of regional lobbies and regional caste lob-
bies". (p.5) These centrifugal pulls will lead to national
disunity and disintegration. The worst may not hap-
pen and India may survive as a nation, but at a heavy
cost. ?he cost will be the abandonment of democracv
or at least of what is knolvn as dernocracy in EuropL
and America and the adoption of "a seriei of autho^ri-
tarian forms". (p.a) "The nationalist in a hurry" will
seek an escape in a surrender to a total state and "India
will, for better or for worse, know the total state in the
decades ahead". (p.7)

Mr. Selig Harrison has put forward this thesis with
a wealth of arguments and corroborative evidence
which may appear overwhelming. He has ransacked
history and literature to bring to light the ancient
roots of the contemporary tensions between linguistic
groups. He has equally diligently read through the
files of newspapers and speeches and writings of
national and regional leaders to give a realistic picture
of the pulls and the counter-pulls, the strains and the
stresses and the conficts and quarrels that have
developed in the eountry. He has drawn the disagree-

li,ft* i It,,..lso,r, otf*.f t,u..rsili l,r'ess, Rs. 20.00
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parb and special attention to backrvard areas. Tto
Central Goiernment and the Planning Commission
have already accepted that principle. There may be
quarrels, no doubt, regarding its application, but they
can be settled from time to time by a tacfful handling
of the situation. They are as a matter of fact the
inevitable consequences of democracy. When people
had no rights, there was no dissatisfaction and no
dissent. Now that they are ggtting conscious of their
rights, there are bound to be claims and the exercise
gf ,pressures in theiir support. They will not endanger
national unity or democracy if they are treated with
sympathy and understanding and attempts are made
t9 give them reasonable satisfaction. They will, no
doubt, pose many ticklish problems before In&an
democracy, but there is reason to believe that they
will be tackled more or less successfully.

It is "the nationalist in a hurry" who will prove the
real danger to democracy. He will be impatient of
regional claims and clamours and would like to sup-
press them once and for4ll in the interest of national
unity and national strength. He would like a powerful
and determined government to grow at the centre in
order to put down with a firm hand what he would
call ffssiperous tendencies in the regions. He will have

Fwedam tlitt
no compunction, if he ffnds it useful, to put an end to
democratic rights and liberties and to abolish demo-
cratic forms and institutions. Mr. Harrison has done
well to draw attention to this danger inherent in the
Indian situation. He has failed, however, to suggest
any solution; and one is left wondering about his own
point of view, whether he would like the regional
claims to be adjusted and satisffed or whether he
would like them to be ignored and, if necessary,
resisted.

The next few decades are bound to be of crucial
importance. India may succeed in overcoming her diffi-
culties, dificulties of language, of castg of unequal
development, of backwardness and ignorance, of
population, of regional jealousies and of parochial
loyalties. Or she may fail, as a democracy or as a
nation. It is dificult to forecast the future as it
depends on a number of uncertain factors. Mr. Ha:ri-
son has attempted one forecast on the basis of the
evidence that he has collected and presented. One
may or may not agree with it, but one must be grate-
ful to him for presenting it, as it may enable one to
find a cure for the disease which he has described
with such meticulous care.\r l:)

(THE PLACE OF MUSLIMS lN INDIA Cont'd from page g)
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Muslims. The fact that Urdrr-has been recognised as
one of the fourteen national languages'in India has
not compensated much in this regard. Added to this,
the'cdlrimuaal riots which occurred from time to tirne
have geneiated to some extenf? sense'of physical
insecurity. It must be, however, admitted that Mus-
lims in India enjoy greater security than Hindus in
Pakistan-this is evidenced by the fact that the numb-
er of Hindus migrating to India from Pakistan is much
larger than that of Muslims who cross into Pakistan
from Indian side; and indeed, a substantial number of
Muslims, who had initially opted out for Pakistan
have preferred to come back to India and stay
here for good. Also, authorities in India are invariably
prompt in countering riots or taking precautionary
measures to prevent riots.

It is obvious that by and large Indian l\,luslims have
more or less ceased io look t-o Pakistan for support.
And to many of them developments in Pakistan for the
last one decade, have come as a great disillusionment.
Further, they are keenly conscious that Pakistan's so-
called solicitude for Indian Muslims has only sought
to compromise their position in this country and jeo-
pardize their interests. They sincerely feel that it
would be to their advantage if Pakistan lets them
alone.

In view of these facts, the integration of N{uslirns in
the larger Indian community should rrot present any
difficulty. But this problem has to be tackled in thc
larger context of national integlation of rlillcrent conr-
munities, Iinguistic grolrps and rciigiou.s st;clioris.

The Indian \4uslims must begin to feel that tho' are
wanted in India and that thev as citizens of India
have a vital stake in the progress aud n'elfare of thc

country-as a whole. The unfortunate tendency of
suspecting the generality of Indian Muslims as poten-
tial fifth..oolumnists of Pakistan will have to be given
up. Secondly,I4uslim must be absolbed in increarsing
number in the emerging economic pattern. The
opportunities created by national reconstruction
schemes must be equitably shared with Muslims and
other minorities. Muslims must be also encouraged to
play their legitimate role in the development of the
country. Being the largest minority, their contribution
towards tJre country's advancement can be of great
value.

Likewise, drey must be assured by practical measur-
es that the constitutional guarantees for the protection
of the religion, language and culture of the mrnorities
are the guiding principles underlying the policy of the
adrninistration. In other words the official indifference
and apathy rvhich was evident during Jabalpur riots-
which has been admitted by the Fact Finding Com-
mittee appointed by the AlCC-should not be allowed
to repeat any where.

PT. GOVIND VALLABH PANI
We pay our respectful homage to the memory

of late Pandit Govind Vallabh Pant. He was a
great sttrtesman and one of the most competent
builders of the nation. His passing away is a
blorv not merely to the Congress party to which
he bekrnged but to the nation as a whole. He
\\'ls r pL)\\'cr'ful folcc for slabiJity and progress
anrl tlre country will miss hirn for years and years
to come.
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With Many Voices
"The deop

Moans round with many voices. Come, my friends,
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world"'

-Tenngson.

1. jr'l:f::€!;:: i

When Mr. Bardhan (Communist IvILA) said in dre
Maharashtra Legislative Assembly that communists
believed not onf in internationaiism but were -also
national and patriotic and that they would fight
aggression, IvIi. Warty (Praja-Socialist lv{LA) ques-
ti6ied: "What about the Chinese aggression?" The
querry evoked a spontaneous reply from a communist
ti-re*6"t, Mr. S. Gl Patkar, "They are not aggressors."

-lndiitn Express, March 17.

And to the Soviet Union I would

In-dia and parliamentary dernocracy as

ruins of the old.

-Adlai Stevenson, Arnerican Embasq4$Nelu.s
Letter, MiHch 8. 

,."t.,

These Madhya Pradesh ricts were staged as a-politi-
cal rehearsal by the Jan Sangh for the coming Gen-eral

The Swatantra-ites rray not be right, but they are
logical when they say that economic
In-dia and narliamentarv dernocracy a

planning as in
practised here

cannot co-exist, not for long, any way.

-Link (fellow-trave-lling weekly), Ntlarch 19'
majority and to defame
fifth colurnn of Pakistan.

Elections, as a part-of thei; pohtical tacticl a__their
way to win populanly as thelarity as the protector ot tnq fllndu

defame the Muslim minoritY as" a
of thq flj{rf,u

The stnrggle is between two, widely v-arying inter- utt' uur

pretations of the meaning o,f life: one whiJh 6elieves -P' C' Joshi' Ner'u Age' March 12'

nrll;i*Lt*:':li:"n"1;HTru,:l*'$;11; ll: s"I:: i:,tn:r:l*ln*1ru;,ff'",: h"s5J:tr
'*t"-*i",ter Borvres, rhe Ncw r,cacter,Februarv-8 h:lty;tfll'{*:;ffi"1r#r*;:%*"#J*'.T*.

we are gurri'g,onlyET our requirements from persons responsible 
fiX.jooJLif,"iil'},'?;tinl?"Ttfl:

the USSR. About 50% comes from the USA.

-M.. Motar;f-O"r"i, Thought, March 19' Khrushchev b"li".,o ttot ifl-n" czu.ries a big rocket
one should roar ferociously as often as possible. But
hemightbewisertorememberthatrocketsare.no

ITATEMEN'I' ABouT owNERsHrP AND )THER solution when others have them' too'

IARTICULARS oF FREEDIM FIRST -New York Times' Weekly Review' February 26'
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publication
3. Printer's Namc

NationalJty
Address

4. Publisher's Nanre
Nationality
Address

Bombav
lr{onthly

B. K. Desai
Indian
'fhe Inlancl Printers,
Bornbay 7.
B. K. Desai
Indian
127, Mahatmrr Gandhi Road,
Bonrbay I
V. B. Karnik
Indian
127, lvlahatr.nrr Gandhi Road,
Bornbny I
Dcrnocratic Rescal'c'h Scn'ict:
'| 27, il{alratrnir Grrndhi Roacl,
llombal' I

Peking urlderstands nations whose attitudes and
rrJii-i"r-*t" based orr a lrrrild-trp of military strength
ancl allianccs and is happier taliing its bearings from
them than from others kho profess friendship and
irlrvilt s talk of negotiation.' :'Tenax," lndinn ExPress, March 14'

D. Editor's Namc
Nationality
Address

Nrmes ancl adresscs ot
indivicluals lt,ho owtr thc
r)cwsDul)r'r itttc[ Partners
rrf slraiclroklers holclirttl
rrtore than ono lxjr cent ot
thc'tr-'tal capital.

I, tJ.K. Dcrsai, lrorcb)' dr:clarc that the pafticulals gircrr

.rl)orc rtrt'ttrrt'to tltc bt'st ol tlll kttorr4cclge irncl llclic[
B. K. DESAI

Ist \lirrtlr l9(jl Sigrutturc of Publisltct

Referring to the recent Ind-o-USS-R agreements for
th. ourchaiic of a large number of transport planes
fo,l rlneration ou tlte Sino-Indian border, Mr. Sudhir
Ghosh saicl that according to the agreement the-planes,
being specially brrilt ones'- would- he permitted to be

fo',.l'i only by Russian pilots- irn-d not .by Indians in
thc' ntost t'setisiti,rc al'cai of thc border".

-Thougli, N'larch 19.

.\lrralriurr [,irrcolrr is r:l'cditccl u'itlr thc rlbscrvatiou
tl,"i ;v,,,, can't fool all thc pcople "ll gl." time"' Thc
io.'ir.i tlni<trr is ttttviuq irlrttln<l-t',r'rl billirln d<'llars a

vcirr to ltrovt: lritrr wrolrg.

-sctttrtor .[,r,rles O. Eastland, irs qnotetl in
BulI et in. \{rrrtich. Iilntrur\'.

ril plirltrl at IrLl(lri(l Prirltrlrs, ;i5 G,r;lrtlcvi .n""U, 
p"rtrlrili' i ;rll(l Ittblished f r)r 'lho l)t'irrr)cratic Research

ScrvicebJ,B.K.Dgs.\lati];trlalratlrldGal]cllliJilr;rrl.I])}llbaj.]'

laws of history more profound and inescap
the laws dreamed up by lvlarx and Lenin; lt
belong not to class relationships or st_ag_es of
develonment- but to the nature and destirrdevel6pment, but to the nature and destiny ffi tnan
himself. Among these laws is the certainty 4-4! **
follows when iew ernpires thrust into the co'-lInlsing
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