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The Budget-A Ghmble
M. R. Masani, M.P.

MOST of the corurnentators saw this budget as arrr choice for the Finance lvlinister between addi-
tional taxation and deficit ffnancing and felt that he
was tiound to choose one or the other. As if one has
to c.hoose betrveen plague and cancer! N,Iy answer is
that I choose neither, because there rvas the way out
of good health. There was a third alternative which
would have rnade both deficit ffnancing and added
taxation unnecessar\/, and that was the tvay of cutting
the bloated expenditure of the Union Governrnent. In
other rvords, the rvhole public discussion, if I may
say so, in the press has been in regard to false choice.
The right choice Iias hardly been mentioned, I am
sorry to say, even by our economic commentators, all
of lvhom rvant to take the easy tvay out of jubilating
too early. Rut that third alternative is the real one.
If unnecessary and rvasteful expenditure had been cut
clorvn, rve could have balanced the budget uithout
cleffcit finance and uithout additional taxation.

There is aurple scope for ecorlomy. Let us not believe
the Finance N{inister if he tells us that this Rs. 300
crore gap could not have been avoided. There is ffrst
non-deivelopmental expenditure, civil and military,
unproductive expenditure which gives not a rupee
back to this country. Unfortunately, that expenditure
is going trp trvice as fast as clevelopmental expendi-
trrre. If votr takc' thc basc yc'al 1964-65, up to today
rvhilc devclopmental expenclittrre both at the Central
and State levcl has gone up by 27 per cent, the non-
developmental expenditure has gone up by 55 per
cent. If you tirke 1961-62 as the base with 100, then
clevelopmental expenditure has gone up to 205, while
non-developrnental expenditure rvent up lnst year to
290. In both cases, the rate of galloping exptrnsion in
the u'trsteful ancl rrnprocluctive expenditurc is tn'ict'
s'hat it is of Plan expencliture. This means that less

nnd less of our country's savings and less and lcss of
otrr tiixcs is bcing clcvotccl to fruitful and procluctivc
retrrLns irrrrl nrolc an<l n'rorcr to rvasteful pul'poses.

'fhc (ierrtle rrrrcl tlre Statcs toclirv cntplor' 6ji rnilliorr
cnrplol'ccs. rnc:rt of tlrcm trnrlcr-cnrplol'ccl lncl unclcr-
prricl. \\71ri1r'T lrclitvc tlrat all fru'tlr<'r tc<-'ruittrtent
slrotrld Irc.stoppt:cl - r'etrcrrclirnettt is clil[icult, bLrt

ct'r'tltinlr' [ '.r'oult] ('\l){-'cl' Clolr:rtrrnclrt to stcll'l ii singlt'

new rnan being taken or a single new post being
created - I am sorry to say that this time, in the
Demands for Grants so cheerfully passed by the
Finance Nlinistry, I ffnd that that overgrown bocly, that
parallel government, the Planning Commission, rvhich
has alreadv been criticised by the Administrative
Reforms Comrnission and by all of us for developing a
big pay-roll and big sta$ and doing very Iittle except
nrining the country, has been given even more clerical
and peon staff. It is unforgivable. I do not know u'he-
tlier the Finance Minister is conscious of this horrible
thing. I have the figures here. He has sanctioned an
increase in the number of peons in the Planning Com-
mission from 224 to 290 and of clerks and assistants
from 557 to 104I. I s'ant to ask him: Without even
a Plan before the country, rvith a Plan Holiday that
the country is enjoying at last, rvhat excuse can there
be for increasing the menial and ministerial staff in
a body that should have been liquidated long ago for
its incompetence?

I turn to Defence expenditure. It has been called
the 'sacred corv of Indian economics' by a jotrrnalist
the other day, because nobody' has the courilge to
attack it. Certainly' none of ns s'irnts that the defencc
of this couDtry should be rveakened in any u'ay. That
is farthest from our minds. We do not rvant the
security and defence of this couutry to bc weakened
in the slightest. But surely defence and security iire
not proportional to the rnoney srrnctioned or spcnt!

I think I can say this with a sense of responsibility
that in the defence expenditure of over a thousand
crores of rupees - it has already gone up this year
lx' Rs. 45 crores more than lrrst I'c'irr, i.rncl crossccl the
thousand crorc rnark for thc first tiurc itt ottr historr'-
if tlie buclget had bec'n cut br- Rs. 100 crorcs, this
countr;' u'oulcl not have suffcred an iota in so far as

its security ancl defence are concerned.
I norv turn to developmental expencliture rvlrich is

supposed to be more productive. Certainlf it is not
a complete v'aste like the Civil Service expencliture'
But I ffnd there is an obsession that. if you spcnd
utrlre artd nlol'c on thc Plan, tlietr votr get bettcl re-

sults. I har,r: not thrr tirne toclar, to go into details. NIy

tinie is Iirnitcd. Rut nray I cotrturctrcl to thc hon.
\{cnrbcrs a sttrclv of thc' it.tvt'sttrt'trts irr thr' firsl threc
lrlll:rs lrrt,l il srr,.lr. .,1 i1,,, '.,i,. r,f 1,.,:i,,,,.r1 irr.rrrrl,

uro'\.,'tlt. footl ltrochrctiorr arttl i;rtlrrstl'itr'! tlt'r't'lttlltltt'ttt
drrrin( thcsc tlu'r'r' P]anslr I lrlrvc qot tlrc' figrrrt's Itclt'.
'I-lr.r slrtrr', i,-tr r'lr',Lii. ll':it lir, ,t:()ir'"\, itir,.i.itl ii'
tltc St'cortrl ltrtrl tlrr"flritrl I)l ttls. ilrt' i!l()l('(il't,tltt'-l rt','
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Iost. As regards the Third Plan, which rvas the biggest,
it was the most disastrous in our history.

Our State enterprises are a sad story of waste.
Bokaro, to which we are now allocating Rs. 110 crores,
is the biggest White Elephant in this country. It
could have been dropped altogether from this year's
budget withbut any harm. The factory has not been
put up. Only workers'houses have been built. Nothing
would have been lost if those housqs are allowed to
stand and if the project is postponed for ffve years.
Rs. 110 crores could have been diverted to the needs
of the people, to the needs of agriculture, or saved.
But because of our commitments to a foreign Govern-
ment on which we are leaning a lot, rvhich we seek
to placate, it seems that we could not perform this
elementary task.

Hindustan Steel is the biggest of these white ele-
phants. We have invested Rs. 960 crores in HSL, and
it is effecting an annual sale of Rs. 130 crores. That
is, for every Rs. l0O of total capital employed, HSL
effects a sale of Rs. 14 per annum. As it happened, the
Jarnshedpur plant of Tata Iron & Steel Co. doubled
its production from one million to two million tonnes
some time baek. At that time, Rs. 60 crores more were
invested by Tata Steel. At the end of the execution
of the Trvo Million Tonne project, their annual addi-
tional sales were of the order of Rs. 40 crores. In other
rvords, Hindustan Steel's sales ratio for Rs. I00 crores
of capital invested is Rs. 14 crores, while Tata's was
Rs. 66 crores for the same Rs. 100 crores of investment.

Tlrat is why eminent socialists are now realising that
Inclian Socialism is a'r'erv poor aclvertisement for what
they, have tried to do in their own cortntry. Mr. Lee
Ku'an Yew, the Prime Minister of Singapore, one of
the rnost intelligent leaders of Asia, happens to be
a socialist. He came to Bombay to talk to his fellorv
Asian Socialists some time back and he made this
remark:

"It is pertinreut to rtsk ltorl is it that. in -{sia c'otrn-
tries like Japan, Hong Kong, Fortnosa. T'lrrrilirrr<l
ancl l\{alaysirr, u'lrich have btrstling fret' ettterprise
societies have achieved success, while countries pro-
fessing socialism have failecl to procltrce satisfi.rctorl'
results?"

Ancl then, rve had tlrat great socialist in otrr cortntrY.
tlre arrthor of the Affiuent Societq, my good friencl
\lr. Kenneth Galbraith. He ciltne ftrll of achniration
for our planning ancl ortr sociirlism. llrrt, judaing bt'
lris latest book called T'he New Inclusttiol Sfnfe, bc
:;e(.nrs to ltavt, gottt-' as'rlv llitterll' disallllointecl s'itlr
rrs. IIe slrvs, talking ltllottt ottr pattern of ilrl't'stnrent:

"llr Irrrlie ancl (lt'r'lorr. rttrtl also itt stlttle ol tltt'ttt'rr
.\ l'ri<'nrr ctrr ttttrit's. lrtrlllic cntcrllrist's hi-tvc tl<tt. trs

irr lllitirilr. lrt't'tt lttt,,t'tlt'rl ittttttttttlttr ' Ill'r'r'tlr'''l''rrro
cr':rtit' s,rc'irtlist 1tt't'r'oqlttivt' h,ts. irr t'[lt'<'t. lrt'r'rr trrllr-
:rssli l,'r1.. Irr,lirr irr llltrtit rrllLl. :l\ ll l,'{;tr'r' ol
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colonial administration, has an illusion of official
omniscience which extends to highly technical deci-
sions.. . The effect in these countries of this denial
of autonomy has been exceeding inefficiency in
operations by the public ffrms."

I do suggest in all seriousness that the Finance
Minister and the Government ioin with us some time
this Session in having a full length, serious discussion
on what is to be done with theso State enterprises
which are ruining the economy of this country. If they
are to be run from now on, Iet us consider how they
should be mn. If there are defects which are inherent
in them, as some of us suspect, let them he handed
over, as in Germany and Japan, to those rvho can
convert the losses into a profft.

Eschewing this path of economy, the Finance
Minister has chosen to undergo a "revolutionary con-
version," as it has been called by the Economic Tirnes.
A person who last year stuck to intellectual and ffnan-
cial probity and rectitude now comes before us to
r.vhat I rvould clescribe as an irresponsible course.

This Budget is a gamble. at the very best. I am pre-
pared to concede it may iust come out right. It is a
gamble with the security and life and foitunes of our
people. The root cause of it is the failure to curb
expenditure.

Driven to the choice betrveen additional taxation,
rvlrich is not possible, and deficit ftnance, the easy path
of creating money with the facilities available at the
Nasik Printing Press has been resorted to. Acharya
Kripalani some years ago referred to deffcit finance
as "pick-pocketing." Certainly that is correct, be-
cause rnoney is being picked out of the pocket of
the people rvhen they are not looking. I would prefer
to call it "legalised counterfeiting."

The quantum of deffcit ffnance is tremendous. Let
us make no bones about it. This is deffcit finance with
a vengeance - Rs. 30O crores last year and Rs. 290
<'rores this vt'irr, that is, a total of Rs. 590 crores in
t\\'o successive vt'ars, tggravtrtecl bv the rechrction in
the bank rate. because the reduction in the bank rate
from 6 to 5 1>er ccnt creates credit and creclit is the
equivalcnt of nroney. The Explanatorv Note on the
Budget itself adrnits that over-all deficit finatrce at the
Cenire lras been rising steadily. It was Rs. 114.5 crores
in 1961-62. and it rose to Rs. 172.76 crores bv 1965-65,
rnaking a total of Rs. 782 crores during the Thircl Five
Year Plan period. If to that vou acld the present Rs. 59f)
('rores. r'orr get over ttvelve hundred crores of deficit
ffnance already accumtrlated. On top of that, no\4' w('
u'itttt to acld tlris nt'w tleficit fftrilnce. this ncu'inflation.

l,r't rnc appeal. if I nrar'. fnrrtt l)lrilill l)rrrnk to
I'lriiip Solrcr'. l,t't trtt' t','trtitttl tlrl li-itrirttct' \iirristt'r'ol'
rvlrirt is sititl ott I)ir1gi's !)!) rrrrtl l(X) of tlrt' 'l'lrir<l I)l:lrr
rlocr rrncrrt. It slid:

"()n :r lrroir<l vierv of all tlre firctors. tlrt' lilnit lor
t(lLtttlirttutl ort ntt:!t' I I t



The Spealcer's Role
A. G. Mulgaokar

EADING from time to time in the papers abbut

picturesque English phrase: A bull in a Chin-a Shop'

it it .to wondei il people are beginning to ask them-
selves the two fundamental questions; Is this country
fft for democracy and whether parliamentary rule can

function smoothly ever here. This, of course, is to
take the extreme view forgetting the fact that for the

last fifty years the country has been-fed.on slogans

which *"i" ut 
".npty 

as they were tall and false; that
rvhole generations have been raised from birth on

these eipty and false slogans. That it is small wonder
if faith in- titese slogans is fortified when it is seen that
all the big political prizes go to those who are able

to mouth lh^ese slogatts loudest and most attractivelv'
No doubt, in a democracy, ability and character are

apt to get swamped by the more spectacular qualities'
B^ut, dlmoct""ft tn"""ss in a country lies in the

ability of its ciiizenry to keep the-percentage of such

undeierving elements to the smallest proportions' It
is in this -direction that India must move fast and

determined, deliberately reversing the trends of the

oast ffftv vears and abandoning the false values

ireated iir public life. It is in this light that an attempt

should be riade to evaluate the crisis in the legislatures

created by the Speakers and the legislators and lessons

drawn.
The main principle in these lnatters, holvever'

must never be lost iight of. It is that the first duty
of both the Speaker nttd tl.t. legislator is to kee-p the
lesislative procest"s alive and going and not to thrvart

thZm. When they do that 1ve are justified in compar-

ing them to the proverbial bull in a China Shop' It
mist not be forgotten that tlie Speaker's is an histori-

cal and arduotts- office, though s'e havc trilvellccl far

since the Crornlvellian clavs s'heu the Speakcr s'as

forcibly held do*'n in his seat to enable thcr Hotrse

of Commons to transact business he rvas opllosed to'
We must also remember that even the \'Iother of

Parliaments has had its troublous days ( or morc

"ppiop.i"t"ly 
nights) rvhen tlie lrish- members' in

oii"r'to dtaw ihe attention of the Hottse to their

country's grievances, made rtse of its rules of btrsiness

to obsi.t cl its s'orking and Speakcr Gullv hacl to rrst'

ruriformecl Policemen 
-io 

elect thern' i]trt nevel' irr tlrt'
l.,irtot1' of the Blitish Parlian.rcnt has thc ofHcc <lf tlrt'
Spca(e. or lre pe't'sonallv been allos'ed to su{Ier iu

clignity. N.r i' ilre lclrrq lirrc.t Sllr.itkc'srrl ilr. il,rrs.'
uf"Con.,rrtuus cltrrirlg tlic c'c'ttrrit's tlrrrt tllt' ()fficc has

,'ristt'cl is tlrt'rt' ,, ktto,,'tt cltst' .f lt Sllt'akc' .lttlsittg

It th" crisis created in the legislatures of our country
bv legislators themselves and on occasions even by
Speak"ers of theso assernblies reminds one of 

- 
the

deliberately obstruction to the legislative processes of
the august body over which he was called upon to
preside. The people, the Members and the Speakers
themselves have combined to clothe the office with
the dignity and tfie authority which it has consistently
enjoyed.

This has naturally been possible only by observing
certain conventions which, although they had not the
force of law, were scrupulously adhered to by all, even
when sometimes it happened that their policies clashed
violently. One of the most important such conventions
was that on election the Speaker ceased to be a mem-
ber of the party to which he belonged till his election.
Thereafter he was above party and every individual
rnenrber could look to him for encouragernent and
protection. There were other conventiops too like
peerage and pension on retirement and quarters in
the Palace of Westminister which were peculiar to the
circumstances of England; but another worth copying
was that at the next general election he stood as an
independent and was returned unopposed. It was,
therefore, with sadness that many saw that some of
these healthy conventions were given the go-bye right
from the start rvhen independence came ancl

Jarvaharlal Nehru was installed as the Prine Nlinister.
He seemed unaware of the importance of the healthy
convention that the Speaker should be above party
and therefore on election cease to be a member of
the Congress Paltv; and so poor l\,lavlankar remainecl
tiecl dorvn to his party membership and subject to
party discipline. Never could he say on election, as
his British counterptrrt could, that he belonged to no
party but to the whole House. So the first corner-
stone of that grand edifice came down. And so, in time,
as more and more corner-stones came down or were
taken clou'n until norv r'vhen the rvhole of that struc-
ture thleirtcns to corrre clos'n altogcthct', nranv of us

give or-rrselves to the poor consolirtion of the disnrnl
thought: For how' much of democracy's losing battle
in India rnust Javvaharlal, thc acclaimecl democrat, lx'
held responsible?

Today the position in regard to the Speaker's cxact
position ancl also his porvers in the constitutionitl
structure are receiving mtrch attention orving to tlrt'
clifficulties createcl for the administration bv the trvtl
different decisions on points of ortler given lt1, tht'
Ptrnjalr Speaker irrttl llrevi<ltts]v lrv tlrt: llt'rrgrrl Spcakt'r'.
OIre thirrg sh<ltrld rrtrlrcsititrrtlv lrc rna<'lt' clt'rtr, tlrrtt tlrt'
Speakcr of a ]cgisllrtivt: lrodv tlocs rrot tlt'ticlc: <1trt's-

Iiotr.s oi constiILrIit;tr,tiiir. i i, t, r i.,i,rir i. , ri.ii.it..i i,,
tlr'citlt' ltoittts rrl: ot'tlct' riti.;,'<l l,r'lor',' lrirrr .)'',i'r
tttrrftt). Ilrrt this p()\\/('r.r'hi<'lr doals lrrrrlr'lv rrill' tlr,'
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admissability of bills, motions or amendments thereto
does not extend to the power oi deciding rvhether the
particular act either of the Governor or of the Govern-
ment is constitutionally permissable. This power is
expressly reserved under the Indian Constitution to
the courts and the last word therefore on that point
would be the judgment of the Supreme Court thereon.
In the case of the Bengal Speaker he presumed off
his own bat to raise the question:whether the then
Bengal Chief Minister was legally appointed by the
Governor. On this point the Constitution is explicit
because it gives the Governor the power of norninat-
ing any person rvho he thinks enjoys the conffdence
of the majority of the legislature as the Chief Minister.
This supposition of the Governor can only be tested
in one way; and that is on the foor of the House. The
Governor in appointing a person in this mannsr is
hardly likely to take the risk of a person who will
be throrvn out immediately he faces the legislature
hecarrse in doing so he will be courting a rebuff. It
rnay not be unfair to point out here that the parallel
of both the Bengal and the Bihar Governors in recent
months of appointing the two individuals, whom thev
<licl was unfortunate. though it may safely be pre-
sumed that they did so under the direction of the
Central Government. In both cases the Governors
invited rebuff, but unfortunately they have thereby
created questionable precedent, ancl certainly in the
case of the Bihar Governor's appointment of \{r.
\Irrndal it was a shocking case of bad judgment uncl
extlemely questionable evercise of the Governor's
liglrt of nomination.

In the case of the Punjab Speaker, speaking entirell,
in respect of his holding the Governor's orders pro-
roguing and summoning the Puniab Assembly "illegal,
trnconstitutional and void" the Speaker has used his
arrtl.roritv in a manner and for a purpose which it rvas
rrever intendecl to be used. In the old days, it may
lr<' recallecl that. thc' presidinu offfcers trnder the rtrles
o[ llrr-^iness l'mrnecl frlr the cotrchtct of tlre procet'clirtgs
irr tl-re legisli'rtrrre rvere clirecterl ancl rrrsponsible [or
lrelping the achninistration's snrootlr ftrnctionirrg anrl
that is rvhv u'lren in 1924 a particulur demand in tlre
Bengal legislature rvas u,ithdrarvn by the Governn-reut
irnd a member came to the cottrts asking that the
Presiclent of the Clouncil to be directecl to place thr:
tlemancl llefore the l{ouse, the ()ovtrrrror issrrcrcl ir
Crrzettc Ertr;ror'<linan' tlircctinq tlre Presiclertt <lf th<'
Ilorrsc' tlrat thc po\\'('r' of aclnrittinq non-official bills
rvus prirnarih'rvith the Govemor. On the issue of this
rrotificirtion it s'as lrcl<l ll' the court that tlre procectl-
irrrls lrcnrlinq lrclolt' it n'rurl<l bc irtfrttt'ttlrts. Sinrilitr lr
irr [(.1:]{) irr r.r'r'!rtir,Ir;6,.r','<lirr{:; tr,llrinst Sir llrlirlrir,r
liirlrirrrtooliL. tlrt' tlrr'rr l)r't'sidcrrt ol tlrt' l,t'qislittill
\sscrnlrlr.r',rts rt <lt'l<'ti<lcnt in tlre llorrrlrirv llir{h (l<lrrlt

itt it lltoc't't'tlirrgs to 1tl'cvt'ttt ltittr lt,,;rl rrtlrrrittittg tr'l
j iilt /!1,nt ,rr,l. in (.(rlllr,( li,rrt rvillt llr,' lllrtlt'r'tirrtt ,jir t'tt
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to the Tata Iron Company and rvhen it was pointed
orrt to the court that the President of the Assembly
was subject in these matters to the direction of the
Governor-General-in-Council, the court dismissed the
proceedings. The object of giving the details of these
trvo proceedings is to show that it is not as if the
interruptions to legislative processes are of receut
growth. In the Puniab case the technical lacuna on
rvhich the Speaker relies for his order is completely
negatived by the Article f66(2) which lays down that
the validity of any order or instrument made or
executed in the name of the Governor cannot be
questioned.

What then is the remedy? For a remedy there must
be; because if there isn't, there is the abyss for the
country and everyone of us. It lies only in one direc-
tion. For all men (and women, of course) who see
the danger ahead to get together, discarding all those
rvho have degraded public life in one way or another,
chalk orrt the precise lines on which the country's
rvell-being lies in their judgment and staking all
cclucatecl public opinion.

Jolrn Chamberlain reviews in the Freeman tlte
Iatest book of James llurnham - The War ue &re in.
Jumes Brrrnlram is not onlv a very active iournalist;
he lras travellecl c,xtensivell' in Africa and Southern
Asia. Rurnham's vieu's about tlre Communists is sum-
rnarizecl in the Freemon revierv:

"The essential feature of Burnham's thinking is his
belief that communist policy, far from being a riddle
irrs^ide itrr cnigrna rvrappecl in a rnysterv. is perfectly
c.lcar. All tlrrr. \larxist-l,eninists, hc sirys, believe that
<-,aqritirlisrn is cloonrt'cl ar-rrl that it is the duty of com-
nrrrrrists of rvlr:rtever perstrasion to give the tottering
stnrctrrre of tlre \\/t:st a push s'henever it is safe to
clo so. C<lurnrrrnists may bicker alnong themselves, ancl
behave in "polvcentric" fashion even to the point of
sccrning to he nothing more than gcxrd nationalists,
lrrrt r-'ornn.rrrnist corrntries have not vet engaged in such
srric,i<lal stltrgglc.s as brotrglrt capitalist Europe to the
vt'rgt' of rlissolrrtiorr irr I914-18 ancl 1939-45. Whe,n
tht' I-lrritecl Stirtt's rvhich botlr \'loscos, ancl Peliing re-
qirrtl rrs thcir plirnr'('n('nr\'. finrls itself in trotrltle (as irr
I)rrrrrirrir';rrr lir'prrlrlir' (lrrlrrr. irttrl Yictttirnr) crlttrtntttt-
ists ol rtil pt'r'stlt.siotr.s lol ttt lttt t'll-<'ctivc' rrlritt'c[ frotrl
l'rorn lrt'lorr"' to llrc,k u'lratt'r't'r 1,t'l'tist luctiurr is
r'Li:lir !rr'l 

stt ttt'ttftlrt. \litrc'lr f). Lg{i

W ithout C orntnent



Towards Understanding Madras Politics
(Lt, D. Kini's artble in the last issae entitled, "One
some controoersg, We publ*h belout two articles
tothem..)

VEDAMURTIIY writes:

ERTAIN observations of M. D. Kini in the article

Year of Non-Congress Gooernmenti' has proooked
receioed from friends in the South and Kini's repl.u

Chief lvlinister of Madras lvlr. M. Bhakthavatsalam
(who is not a DMK man) who parficipdted in the
Malaysian World Tamil Meet invited the Confer-
ence to hold its second Meet in lvladras City. At the
time ffxed for the second World Tamil mee! Mr.
Bhakthavatsalam's Congress Party was voted out of
power in Madras and the D.M.K. Government merelv
fulflled the desire of the Tamil people to make thl
Second Tamil Conference a grand success by actively
participating in it. The D.M.K. Government whose
Ministers follow Jawaharlal Nehru in the matter of
religion in their personal lives ( they are all rational-
ists of Ingersol variety) did their best to see that the
\,lahamagham festival in Kumbakonam went ofi well.
According to The Hinclu of Madras, about fifteen
lakhs of pilgrims had come to Kumbakonam to havr.
a dip in the sacred Tank there and the arrangements
like transport, food, shelter, etc. for the pilgrims made
by the agnostic DMK Ministers have won universal
praise from friends and critics alike. Both the
Second World Tarnil Meet and the Kumbakonanr
N,Iahamagham festival go only to prove that the
D.N4.K. Government is more interested in attending
to the comforts and convenience of tlre pe-ople what-
c'r'er their own private opinions on such rnatters be.
Is it a crirne to respect the sentirnc'nts of a largt.
utunber of people whcn they cause no harm to others'i

Arnong the participants of the World Tamil \{eet
n'ere Dr. A. Lakshmana Srvamy lvludaliar, lvlarlras
University Vice Chancellor, lVIr. Malom Audiseshaialr.
Secretary-Genelal of the UNESCO, Hon'ble Mr.
'firrrchelvam, a Cabinet Nlinister of Ceylon's Dudlev
Stnrru:l'irkc Governnrent. Dr. Sturiti Kumar Chatter'-
i,',', it lingtrist of firrne irn<l forrnt'r (llrailrniru of tlrt.
\Vc:st llrrrgitl [,t'gislativc (louncil u'hcl sigris his
rrainr: in Tarnil as "Nanneri \ltrrrrgan" ancl \lr.
C. Rajagopalachari rvhose contribution to modenr
Tarnil literttrrre is universirlll, :rcknorvledgc'cl. Resicles
these rvcllkno\\'n pc'rsonalitics, there s'ere a uunrbel
of scholars frorn other countries, far and near, rvlro
lracl travellr:tl all the \.\'ilv to trIach'ls to participatr: irr
tlrt' Confelcnct'. A velv hiqhly placccl Railu'av Officer'
rvho is a great scholar in both Sarrskrit ancl f irlnil (rr
fricrrcl of tlre llharativit Viclva Ilhavan ) tolcl rnc tlr:rt
rrcvcl llc'fot'r'Irrrd lrc lret'rt to rt (--otrfercttrt rvltcrt' sttt'lt
Lrrr irrtt'lli{t'nt irrrcl cnliqlrtcrrcrl clisc'rrssiorr orr litt'r'ir-
trtt't' rtttti c()nrr'r't('(l nltii.t t. i,,,,1. l;1.,,. . I l' .tl ,

( irrc'iclcrrtrrllr') pointt'tl rtttt tlr;rt tlrt'r't' \\-('r{' nri)r'('
r,rrrnlrt.r of T,rrrril Sc'lrolitrs l'nrnr Errloltt' :irttl \,tri.r'i,:r
ii,rrr, lrorrr tlr, ).litlr oi Irrtii;tl l''r r.,li .,,, i, r '1. i .r

I(.

v"One year of Non-Congress Governments" appear-
ing in the March '68 issue of. Freedom Firsf are quite
likely to mislead many readers of this iournal. That
all of them should relate to the D.M.K. Party is a
measure of the 'Understanding' displayed by non-
Ivladrasis regarding Madras politics. I have by now
become very familiar with this kind of uncharitable
observations about Tamil Nad and Madras politics
in most of the Hindi and English journals published
from the North but it really pained me to see similar
biased viervs ffnding their way into this esteemed
journal.

Kini has alleged that the DMK promised three
measures of rice for a rupee to all in Ntladras State.
Even a casual perusal of the election Manifesto of the
DMK Party issued just before the 1967 General
Elections will show that the D.M.K. had promised,
not tltree measures but only one measure of rice for a
rupee which as Kini himself has observed, is now pro-
vided by the DMK in Madras and Coimbatore 'only'.
The inability of the DMK to extend the scheme to
cover the whole State is due to the Central Govern-
ment's refusal to subsidise sale of rice whereas wheat
is subsidised by the Central to the tune of 100 lakhs of
tons or so per year. The electorate of lr{adras appreciate
the difficulties of the D.l\4.K. Government in this regard
as can be seen from the fact that even pro-Congress
n'eeklies of standing like Ananda Vikatan have called
upon the local Congress Party to co-operate rvith the
D.N'I.K, in getting the Centre agree to subsiclise rice
also as it does for s'heat. ( It is nltoccthcr a cliffercnt
question rvhether subsicll' schenrc' is ecciromically,
feasible or not, for thcre is no valid reilson u'hv rice,
the staple diet of N'Iaclrasis shoulcl not be subsidised
when sale of rvheat is subsidised b,v the Ccntre).

Next, M. D. Kini says "It (DN{K) organised the
Second World Tamil Conference on a rnassive scale"
and he has also dubbccl it a "big circus". The Seconcl
\\/orlcl Taruil Confcrcncc rvas rrolt organised by thcr
D.N{.K. It rvas organiscd bv a private bodv-The
International Association for Promotion of Tamil
Studies arid llcsearclr uncl tlrc first \Vorld Taruil mcet
u'ns held in Nl;rllrr':;ia tu'o verlrs urlo u'itlr thc errtlrrr-
siirstic strpport ol 'I'trrrl<rr .\lltlrrl ltalrrriirn s t'rrlrqlrtt'rrr.il
Dcrrtocratic Govclrrnrcirt irlrich lurs (incirlcntrrlll')
t'r'cognist'tl'frrrrril irs orrc of tlrc Officill lrrrrqrrrrg,'s of
\laiirvsi:r ()n l)lr s'itlr \lirlav arrtl Llrrrllislr. 'l'lrt. tirt.rr
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big circus" amounts only to insulting a[ these fore-
ign scholars and our own eminent citizens who parti,
cipated in the Meet.

But then Kini has given a clue in the same article
fol the very poor understanding he has displayed
about the Second World Tamil Meet. From his ivory
tower, Kini observes that "they (DMK) are riding a
tiger (meaning language controversy) which they
will not be able to dismount". So it is the anti-Hindi
stand of the D.M.K. that has angered Kini so much as

to call the biggest cultural event of the year inaug-
urated by the President of the Indian Union as "a
big circus"? I can very rvell understand the dificulty
of non-lvladrasis, especially the Northerners to appre-
ciate the Madras stand on the Union language issue,
But then to assume that the rest of the country must
necessarily agree with them on this issue and if they
do not do so, they are being traitorous or'riding a
tiger which they cannot surmount", etc. etc. only
betrays an intolerance of dissent which a person sub-
scribing to a paper like Freedont. First should eschew
first. As Acharya Kripalani observed in Parliament,
the rnan who spearheads the anti-Hindi agitation in
tlie South is not the DMK but Raiaii. Does Kini mean
to say that Rajaji is riding a tiger which he cannot
dismount? There may be quite a ferv of us who
might difier from Rajaji on certain isSues but none
rvill accuse him of a charge like this except those who
equate Hindi with patriotism itself. Ancl those u;ho
consciou,sly or unconsciously are equating acceptance
of Hindi as the Union lnnguage uith patriotism and
concetn. for a Uni,ted lnclia are really sousing tlrc seeds

of partitioning India once Inore, partitioning lndia into
two parts - Hindi-lndia qncl non-Hindi India. Raiaii
has coined a ney phrase to describe the status of the
citizens of non-Hindi India if Hindi were to become
the Union Official language - he calls them as sfep-
cilizcrt.s rvhile I-Iincliw'allalts s'ill be the real citizens
of Incliir. That a statestnrtt-t like liajaji who btrttlecl so

rnuch for the fleedom of the country and rvho still
fights hard to save India for democracy, is feeling so

sti'ongly on the uniou language issue should itself
have arvakened the real patriots of Indian unity, at
least to listen to him and discuss the issue with him.
Tlrc D.LLK. Goaerrunent, is reallg fighting for the
Unity of Inclia, tor they have rnerely carried out rvhat
Itajali lras been pleading for many years nol, narnely
tlre Lilingual folmula-r'cgional tonguc phr Englislt-
in Schools ancl Offices. The DI\4K holds the key to
stil".c thc Union lar.rguagc problcm. So far as people
ot: \lar'lr':rs Strrtc tlr' r:otrcct'ttccl, tlrc pt'olrlcrn lias lleoll
solvt'cl lllcadv f<ll tltertt. If otlicls in tlie rest of Inclil
hru'r- uot ciruqlrt trp s'itl.r them. they can only s-vrllllit-
',lris,' iviili tlir trt iri tlrcir' ltligllt. lJrlitv rrs \lr'. C. N.

.\nl:l,l r':ri sri,l i,',.ri'ntlv in thc \f adras .'\ssernl-rlv is
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a tuo aag trffic and sooner the pro-Hindi fellows
understand it, the better for the unity of India.

I have already made out how the DMK Govern-
ment in Madras has made a difference to the people
of Madras, both in respect of the language issue and
the cheap rice scheme. lvl. D. Kini is only turning a
blind eyc. to facts when he clubs the Communist
Government of Kerala with the D.M.K. Government
in Madras to say that 'they have made no difference
to the common man. The lndian Express which on no
account can be called a D.M.K. Daily or anti-Hindi
paper wrote as follows in its issue of March 9:

"Without much justiffcation the Kerala Chief
Nlinister has expressed "satisfaction" at the record of
his Government while the Madras Chief Minister,
uho really could haoe made the clnim, has refrained
from doing so. Very few will share Mr. Namboodiri-
pad's "satisfaction". On the other hand, few will
respond unfavourably to Mr. Annadurai's reasoned
appraisal.

The two Chief lvlinisters disagree on an important
point. While the Kerala Govermuent has made attacks
on the Centre its political stock in trade, the Madras
Chief Minister has handsomely, but realistically, con-
ceded that the Centre has been "kind" to his Govern-
ment.. . . . . Mr. Annadurai has a valid point in
urging that the States should be allolved more money
to implement their schemes. It would be 'to-'the
national good if this were brought about without
endangering the country's political unity which, as

recent events underline, depends on a strong Centre.
Diviziveness, that besetting course of Indian politics,
should be countered. The diatribes of the Kerala
politicians do not take this into account. A r,veak Centre
has obvious uses for the Communists.

. . Food can never be the plaything of poli
tics or politicians. The Kerala Government makes this
mistake with the inevitable result of distress for the
people. If this i,s to be aDoi(Ied in lladras, euerybody
shoulcl help lhe (D.LI.K.) Couernntetft in' ensurhtg
atlequttte production and proper clistributiort of food.

..But the Kerala Chief Nlinistel seldom rises

above the level of a Party politician. His first year of
office finds Mr. Namboodiripad in uneasy leadership
of a disparate group of politicians, facing enormous
problems. IvIr. Annadurai is rnore happily placed' It
shoulcl not be difficult for Mr'. Namboodiripad to
realise tlrat the reason for this is his lack of a nntional
oision, which is what L[r. Armatlurtil brings to his task,"
(ltalics tttine).

Q11g ltopes oltsen'ct's lil<c N'[. D. Kini 'rvill take a

rrrorc, rcalistic vicrv o{ \{aclnrs politics rrucl cclucait'
tlrer pro-Hir.rcli rvallzrhs to unclcrstand thc disselvice
to tlrc ('rrunlrv tltcv ltt'r'rcrlclt'r'irlo in tlio tlnl-trr: of
"Nritiona]isrn" rtncl "Unitr"'.
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P. S. SEIDHARA MURTHY writes:

tTtHE article-"One year of Non-Congress Govern-
I ments" (Freedom Firut, March 1968) by Mr.
M. D. Kini, does not do justice to the D. M. K.
Government of Madras. By clubbing it with Commun-
ist Government of Kerala for the remark, "it has failed
to make much difference to the common man," and
by criticising it by making much of its failure to
redeem its pledge on the bread front", the author has
failed to analyse and approach the D.M.K. admin-
istration properly.

D.M.K. is the abbreviation of "Dravida Munnetra
Kazagam" which means, the Deccan Progressive
Front. It is a party nearly 35 years old, built mainly
on the pride and glory of the South India that was.
The history of the Pallava and Chola dynasties which
speaks of a chain of noble Kings who had political
and trade connections rvith Jawa, Sumatra and Singa-
pore, and their oceanic achievements are such that any
South Indian can legitimately be proud of. A big
volume can be rvritten about the origin, growth and
philosophy of the D.M.K. movement. Its goal and
aim was cultural revival but the language controversy
awakened them to take to politics. It is no wonder
that a movement with a cultural basis, with a leader-
ship made of idealists, having intellectuals, profes-
sionals, students, and ordinary people in its field,
etsily developed in a strong and stable political party.
Let'me br:iefly list the achievements.

Firstly D.M.K.'s identity with the best that is in the
tradition and culture of the South and its ability to
make people proud of it served a great purpose. It
enablecl people to discredit and defeat the commun-
ists, who have no love of culture and attachment to
motherland. The cheap books of communists, which
preach class conflict and hatred theory could not make
an appeal to the people who had learnt to adore the
ancient but rich and forceful ]iterature of Tamil which
preachecl love and charity or Gandliiji's trusteeship
theorf in clifferent rvords. The lesson is, conmttnism
cannot attract a proud people to its fold.

Secondll', D.N{.K. is uot committed to any econo-
rnic ideology and it took over the administration with
a clean and unplejudiced mind. The result is that
they are guided by economic pragmatism or realism
and not by socialist dogmas and slogans. No doubt
the credit for establishing a non-socialist alternative
to the rnorally u'recked Congress rule, goes to Rajaji
rvho is norv looked upon by the D.lvI.K. as their
"Bhc'eshma". True to the ancient traditions the D.M.K.
rninistcls listen to the "clcler statcsnran" rvith rovcr-
i'rrce. (lIricl trlinistcr', \lr. C. r\utr;.rcluriri rcccntll- seicl.
"It lracl startecl n'ith t lurking animosity for industr'-
iirlist, lrut tlrcn s4rr:n opportunities came to n.re of
lirron irrg tltcrrr aL cl,lsc qttartcr. I {otrtrtl lrou rrreti-
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culously they had planned the progress and the indus-
trialization of the State." Here is an example of a
clean and unpreiudiced mind which an administrator
should have.

Thirdly, it must be borne in mind that D.M.K. has
inherited a machine which the Congress was dtiving
all these years. The D.M.K. has to attend to its repairs
while keeping it running. Their promise of "one rupee-
a-measure of rice" is being fulfilled steadily and the
scheme is sure to be extended to various cities. It is
significant that D.N{.K. fought for the Centrds subsidy
to rice on the same terms as was being given to wheat,
the staple food of North India. The policies of the Con-
gress that had invested petty officials with much power
and thereby made way for comrpt practices are being
revised. The fall in the prices of rice and other food
grains, hotel meals, bus fares, and removal of Hindi -
the unequal burden on pupils in colleges and schools

- have made people happier. The number of industrial
licences issued during D.M.K.'s one year of ofice com-
pared to other States, shows the friendly attitude they
have towards the enterprising producers.

Fourthly, the D.M.K. ministers are able to devote
all time and energy to solving of problems as there is
complete political stability, material backing and
moral support of the people and above all availabi-
lity of Rajaji's guidance. The D.lvI.K. ministers do not
visit or attend to party work while on official tours
and when they attend party work, they don't draw
theil allowances. The ministers are not living in
government buildings and use as far as possible their
own cars. Perhaps it is the only ministry which would
have received very hearty blessings of Gandhiji
because the mjnisters have kept government and
party apart and live in simplicity. Ministers elsewhere
would be doing better by follorving the lvladras
ministers, if they cannot ffnd time to read what
Gandhiji s'rote on ho*' ministers should be.

Fifthly, by enacting the trvo language formula,
r,vith Tarnil for all regional purposes and English at
the inter-regional, national purposes and for higher
education the D.I\,I.K. has done-nothing more than
fulfilling its very important poll-pledge. The truth
about the languages is that it is English that brought
about political unity for the first time and it is Hindi
that is splitting us. It is the people rvho are against
llindi and no party can do anything expect carrying out
thc pcoplc's vvill. It is very unfortunate that Mr. M. D.
Kinri b1' calling the confcrence of literary luminaries
,rf Trrrlia's rilrlcsI llrr!'rirgr, tlrrt lt:is tirken roots evcn
in forc:ign lancls, as a "big circus", lras insulted thc
entire people. The real circus is being enacted by the
".\rrqlt'zi IIritrLo" piltl'iots ol tlre llincii legiou.
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Lastly, D.N,I.K. enioys absolute malbrity in the state
and what type of a people it represents? The stati-
stics published by the Registrar of Newspapers ancl
periodicials, New Delhi, discloses that Tamif journals
have a circulation above all others which fact testiffes

IlI. D. KINI replies:

MESSRS K. VEDAMURTHY and P. S. Sridharartr Murthy have raised more issues than it is possible
for me t<r answer ivithin a reasonable space in Freedom
F rlsf. I rvill try to anslver in brief and as best as I can on
rvhat I feel to be the important and interesting issues.

Let me make a confession ffrst, I am one of those who
rvelcomed the non-Congress governments after the
fourth general elections. I believed that Congress had
becorne corrupt and unresponsive to public opinion,
that r.r'ithout a strong opposition party rvhich can
take over the responsibility of governing the country,
the Congrest lvill not becorne more efficient and that
if this situation continues democracy will earn the
disrepute of the electorate. lvlost of us lvere under
the irnpression that the opposition parties who would
forrn the coalition rvhen the spell of Congress was
broken, would not be as bad as the Congress. The
infighting and the game of music;rl chairs played by
the opposition parties have disillusioned many people.
I had expected a betterr performance by the D.\,I.K.
in \Iadras since it has a stnble majority. In spite of
mr, lrest efforts, all tliat I can recall to my mincl rvhen
I think of D.\'I.K.'s one )/car in office are onl,v three
tlrings. C)ne is, cheap rice, seconcl is the Hincli agita-
tion and the third is the Tamil Confelence. I have
rot l)e(ln impressed by any of these things. I believc,
that Inclia's problem is mainly economic. I rvould
support anv l{overnment which tackles this problem
even to the exclusion of all other problems. This is
the crit<:r'ion bv rvhicl-r I judge all qovemments. I mav
Irt' u.r'onq. llut I belie'r-c tlris is tlrt, rlnlv c.riti,r'ion bv
rvhich any grlvernrnent in an rrncleldevelopccl corrrrtlv
slroulcl be juclgccl.

I am glnd to be correctecl about the sponsors of
tlrc Second \\zorld Tirnil Conference. It is true that
the Conference was convened bv the International
Association fol Plomotion of Tamil Studies and Re-
seirrch. I rvorrlcl like to be enliglrtened as to horv much
nrolrev u'as spent on the Conference ancl hou' much
u'us the contribrrtior.r <lf the \'Iadras Government. I
liope even after knorving the share of the l\,Iaclras
Gtl',,e'r'rrrr rtrrt, tl rc clistilction betrveen the orqanisatirtn
tlriLt sllotrsolt'rl tlrt'(iorrf't'l't'nct'rttrcl tl;t'Crrltll'ririrr.rrt
( il) I)r' trtititttltirr,'tl.

I lrrrr sul(' lrotlr tlrr' tolrr':;1)rlrtrlc'trts iritr',, ('lir)..'
ir(.r'{)\:i tlrr'llltl''ts,"'l rr','rtri rrncl cit'c'tts" rvlrit'lr is rrsr.tl
ll:irriirti\t'lr rtiIlrotri iilrr tit'togittotr, ttitirriitr,l i.o ii. lI
li;,. 1ri) rrr/)'t 'l"r', ,i; \ rrr|rtriirt,.f tl;trtr tl:r. llitt'ltst,.
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the high literacy rate and political awakening of the
Tamil speaking people. Leaders are bad every',vhere,
but people are awakened here. The leaders cannot
afford to go bad and if they go bad, they g.o the
Kamaraj way.

ocarrot and stick". May I mentfon here that there is a
report on the Conferenee in the Economic and Politt-
calWeekly of February 10, 1968 (Vol. S, No. 6) under
the caption, "The Carnival and After". May I hasten
to add that though the weekly is published from
Bombay the report seems to have been written by an
Indian bom in the Southern part of our country. If my
friends have no objection to this word, I would gladly
change "circus" to "carnival". If they are against this
word too, I rvill have the consolation that I am in
good company. With the statues, the historical
pageant, the Tamil torch, the illuminations, the cul-
tura! exhibition and the Forum '?oom Puhar", it was
quite a circus or carnival, if you please. I would like
to know from my friends what they have to say to
Periar Ramaswamy Naicker who has called Tamil
language as "barbarian". I hope it will not be irrelevant
here to plead for a touch of humotrr which makes life
bearable and enjoyable.

Again, I am glad to knorv that D.M.K. promised
only one measure of rice per rupee. I took my fact
frorn the WeekendReoieto, July l, 1967. "The promise
itself was considerably whittled down from its eallier
unrealistic level of three measures for a rupee to one
measure for a rupee'. (pag" 17) I hope my friends
rvill agree rvith me that the Weeleend Reoieu; of
Delhi does not suffer from Tamil phobia. Then there
is the question of subsidy. I don't hold any brief for
the Central government but I believe that they sub-
sidise all the irnported srains - rice, wheat, milo.
Sinco r.r'e import nrore rvheirt than anv other grain
naturallv rvlreat is subsiclised rnore. trVhile the subsidy
u,as of the order of Rs 106 crores in 19,67-68, it rvill
be only Rs. 1.06 crores in 1968-69 (Hindu, N{adras 2)
It is gtrite possible that the Central Covernment is verv
diabolical in subsidising rvheat indirectly on the
principle of its being imported!

It has been said that the prices of rice etc. in lvladras
have come <lorvn. Irfay I strlrmit that they have turnbl-
txl dorvn in \,lrrharaslrtla too. lirmgter crop of this year
is an all-India phenomerron, credit for which must
go to tlre god of rilin ancl all the gor.c:rnments to a
c't'l tuin c-rterrt. It lrrrs lrcurr su(lg'r:iierl Iilrt ulol'r.)
Iit'r'trct"; lr,ti,' lit'r'rr is:;rtt'rl lr. ilrr' i).) i.li. lt'lr:'i i,rr ri
lIritrt otlit'r'qo.,'r-'r'rrritorts. lrr t.:rst'r'; Iilic tiris. rllrl.,'stlrtis-
iit's c'rL,r't c'orrvit,tion. \ir. .-\. \-. P. i'i;lillt;tnrlri oI ilri'
i).\i.l... ioitl iirt'.l ,trgisliti:iit-.r'rs-scriliriv ii rrrir:;, i;i'sirjri

'('ott!);rlr'Ll ittt :tt:!, llt t



Unrest In Poland
(Contributed)

QTUDENT demonstrations in Warsaw, now clearly
Jsupported by the general population of the city, are
direcled against the whole systern of secret police rule
and censorship in Poland. This impression is streng-
thened by the reaction of the authorities, who seem

determined to handle the demonstrations harshly.
Warsaw Radio on March 9 quoted the official youth
newspaper, Sztandnr It'Ilodgch, as saying that those

who had taken part deserved "determined condemna-
tion'. It blamed "small groups of unbridled and
mostly well-ofi students with political ambitions".

The students' motives clearly were political inas-

much as their goal was the liberalisation of Poland's

r6gime on the Czechoslovak model. Trouble began at

W"arsaw University on March 8, when a stttdents'

rneeting to discuss internal nratters was banned by
the authorities. Clashes occurred later when riot
police cleared the university and charged into a cro"r'cl

i-,f seve.al thousand students. On l\4arch 9, police and

students conducted a running battle through the

streets of Warsaw. Students shouted "freedom",

"democracy", and "Long live Czechoslovakia"' Abotrt

50 were ieported to have been arrested - some

draggecl frori their homes and hostels. On March ll'
10,ffi people rvere involved in demonstrations and

fighting. Of S0O people arrested' accorcling to lVrlrsntu

Ilatlio, only 30 were students.
The demonstrations u'ere in protest at the arrest of

two students who had attended the Warsaw Universitv
rneeting, called because of the expulsion of trvo otber

studenis. Both liacl expressed strong views against the
withdrawal from the Warsarv National Theatre of the

lgth century play by Adam Mickie'x'icz, "Dziacly"

( Forefatheri' Eve), s4rich contains some anti-Russitltr

ii'.'s. Tlrc first cle.r,t.lstratio' \\'its il 
'u'el' 

strrtlcrlt

tffair, brrt for the sectltrd thc' stucletrts u'erc joinecl lrr'

other 1,e1111g people on their march throtrgh the strects'

The police-retaliated rvith baton charges ancl teargas'

Ttre Co,nntrrnist Partv controlled nelvsll:rpers llavtr

denotrnct:cl the students for "excesses" - but hirve

srricl nothing ahout police blutalityin dispersing tht'ln'

The Warsaiv Zgcii Warscu,c spoke on lv{arch tl of
"irresponsible actions" lly a group of 

-stuclents 
u4rrl'

it said, hircl beer.r joined bv "hooligans" - thc Corn-

rnttnist term for rtnv protest bv yotrth' The trvo t'r-

Pt.llt,rl strrclcrrts, it said. tvt'rc kuttrvt.r fol tlrcir ":.lllrlr'-
r r" I ! .. ; .., '!'1, ,,,..r'rtt:tr)('|l tt'\,',r1,',1 llrlrl "srl, iltl

r lll)t l,\'il(t\ l\,"r ; r' " l 'l

prrlitit.rrllrc.tir.istsrtft.t'r.tailr\\'irt.sttrr'fit<ltrlt.it's.'-l)1.('-
r,',,r,,1r1,, Cottlttrrrtlist tl{fic'ials ot' llartv activists - htr<l

trit'tl, t.rg.'t1,.'r rlitlr tlrt' tlttivt't'sitv rrtrtlroriiit's' lrt

,,rltr'()l tllri' sittrltiotr. llrrr lrt'trtrrst' tllis lrlitl lto t'fl:t'tt

the Citizen's Militia (i.e. the riot police) and the
lvlilitia Reserve went into action.

In demonstrating for such basic freedom as the
removal of censorship and other restrictions the
students have taken considerable risks. They have
been acting as the spearhead of a political movement
which, although unorganised and largely unexpressed,
strongly refl.ects the fcelings of the Polish people. The
rough handling of the students by the police suggests
that the authorities are not treating this as an isolated
incident; if the student movement is not suppressed
it is bound to fuse with the general discontent among
Poland's intellectuals.

Early in February, 230 writers - all members of
the Warsaw branch of the Polish Writers' Union -
signed a petition demanding an extraordinary meet-
ing to cliscuss the withdrawal of the play "Dziady".
When the meeting rvas held on February 29, the main
items for discussion were the expulsion from the Com-
munist Party in October, 1967, of Professor Leszek
Kolakowski, an eminent philosopher who in a speech
at Warsau' University had criticised the Communist
Party leader, Gomulka, for "betraying his own pro-
gramme"; the ban on "Dziacly"; the ban on another
play. "Guybal lVahazar", bv Ignircy Witkiervicz,
u'hich denouces "all tyrannies"; ancl tl're case of the
sutirical rvriter, Jantrsz Szgltanski. Szpotanski s,irs
arrestecl in Jirntrarl', 1967. ancl seutettced at a secret
trial to three years' imprisonment on charges that his
plar,, 'The Silent ancl the Talkers" in rvhich he
ridiculed some mernbers of the Communist Party
leadership, was "harmftrl to the nation".

Highlight of the u,riters' mecting wete trvo resolrt-
tior.rs. one b1' a gloup of ptrrtv members and the other
lrv the urore lilrcrallr'-nrinrk'<l rvriters. According to
tlrt' lirenclr I.t' Jlotrtlt'of \larch 2, ir tlc'lcg:rtiol c'alling
itst,lf "representative of the Warsitrv factorv tvorkcrs"
irrrivecl at the confelence hall on the first day de-
lrandecl that rr rt'soltrtion arlol;tccl "spontaneotrslr"' bv
the rvorking class shotrld be put on the agencla and
ircc'r'pte<l b1' the n'riters. This 'i'esoltrtion" condernnc<l
the s'ritcrs rvlro isnorecl the partl"s ctrltural policl'
:rn<l rlcrnanclecl that thev slroulcl srrpport the partv
Iinc.

lrr tlrt' ertrtt. tltt' pt'ogrt'ssivcs' rt-totiornvirs fftrirllv
adopterl. It cr;rrcss<'tl sul)l)()r't ftlr tlte sttttlcrlts irr tlrcir
t rrrrprtigtt rtqrtittst tltt' qxiltr.'s c'rrlttrrirl policies. Slonirn-
.!.' ., ,\,!,'r ,1,s1 ,1,,',1,1',.t ',1' 11,,, \\'r'il, t's' Ittrirttr. sttirl

llrt'l;rr.t llrrrt;1.5(X) strr<lt'rrts |11111 sirlrrt'<l a 1tt'tilitlrr trr

tlrt' l)olislr l)irrliirtnt'nt u':rs "t'r'i<lt'tl<r' in itselt of tlrr'
:tr',,rr,ltlr ol l,,'litrg iun()l)'l llrc strrtllttls". l)lrlirl'J tlr''
rlisr'r rssiorr on c lttsrll'slri1t. Stcl;rrr Kisiclr'u'sk'i. rl l)l'()-

{}
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rninent Catholic intellectual novelist and composer,
complained that Szpotanski had been treated with
unnecessary harshness considering that his 'crime"
was to have made a political joke. "We all make
political jokes", he said, "and if all of us meeting here
were to be punished in the same way there would be
over 1,000 years'worth of prison sentences among us
aloner'. Kisielewski added: "We are ruled by a bunch
of thick-headed dictators".

Among those arrested on March 9 was Karol
Nlodzelewski, son of a former Communist Foreign
Nlinister of Poland, and co-author of a "Open Letter
to the Party" calling for radical economic and political
reforms, who was sentenced in 1965 to 3){ years'
imprisonment and conditionally released in 1967.
Moreover, during the, two-day dernonstrations, the
students shouted repeatedly "Long live the Writers".
-A,part from the evident concern of the r6gime, the

Ayil 1968

student demonstrations have shown that - in their
demands for freedom and the lifting of the ideological
straitiacket - writers and students have joined hands.

According to the latest information, Mr. Gomulka
has so far taken action against twelve prominent
intellectuals. They have been removed from their
posts and also from their positions in the Communist
Party. They are stigmatised as 'ieactionary elernents,
Zionists and demagogues". The most prominent
amongst them is Prof. Stefan Zolkiewski, Head of the
Social Science Department of the Polish Academy of
Sciences. He was also a member of the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party. A former Polish
Ambassador to India and permanent delegate to the
U.N., Prof. Julius Katz-Suchy is alsb accused of being
one of the "spiritual instigators" of the current student
unrest.

MADRAS POLITICS - Continuetl from page 8

to the credit of the D.lvI.K. lr4inistry that its achieve-
nrents u,ithin a period of one year was remarkable. In
rrgliculture they had stepped up food production by
introducing double-crop cultivation in areas wherevel
sirrgle-crop cultivation was in vogue. There was no
cornplaint of non-availability of fertilizers by the
firrmers as in previous years. The Govemment $'as
reslronsible for re-opening 18 textile mills in Coim-
batore district by providing bank guarantees to them."
I clon't think this is something to rave abotrt, gloat
ovcr ancl shotrt about.

Less said the better nbout the Hindi agitation, for atlcl
agirinst. I hope it is agreed on all hands that D.N{.K.
climbed the ladder of power through the language con-
troversy..surely nobody will deny that the language agi-
tation has gone out of their hands. Even though there
is il governrnent in N'ladras rvhich has committetl itself
rrqainst the so-callecl imposition of FIincli, tlre sttrclq-rlis

of N,Iadras have gonc on a violent agitatiorr, even

against the declarccl u'ishes of the Cliief Nlinister and
oiher leaders of the D.NI.K. Though I am all for Hindi,
I iurr against its irnposition on anybodv. Hincli rvill
1i1[6+ quite a ferv years to replace English even if
there is no opposition to its introduction. The oppo-
sition of thc D.NI.K. to Hincli just becatrse it rvill
bernefit the people of North irncl the preference for
English because it rvill put equal burden on all is tlrc
rnost pernicious arrgttment I lrave ever heald. This
rr('alrs no Inclian langtrage u'ill r:ver take the place of
hlrrqlisli lre'cttrse :.ttt Itttliittr litttgttagi rvill allr-iu's givt'
rrrlr,rrrlrr,-lt'itr tlie sllt',tlit'r's rrl tlrlrt lltttqttltgr'. T,t't tttr'
;rssr.rr(' \lt'ssrs \/t'tlittttrrrtlrv lrntI Sriclhrrir \[ultirv tlr:tt
I rrr,, rrot,r IIirtcli farrlrtic for tlre verl'sirnple reAsoll,

rrrr kttun l..'tlgr.' ,,{' Ilirr.li i, |!r'L ir)tr.i liitlr'. I t''rrtt'' 1"r't'
,: ,,,.','. , ttl,it'1, tr',t, rt lrrtt't ,rl \'Irttlrrls Strltt' \rrtl

thanks to the Madras government I did not learn
Hindi at all in the High School and later in College
because it was optional.

I u'ould conclude this, with a quotation from the
Thought of Delhi, March 16, 19,68, "The illiterate and
semi-literate masses, whose ears are constantly tickled
bv slogans of the gloiy of ancient Tamilnad, are still
persuaded that they have never had it so good. But
the intelligentsia, represented by a section of the
middle class, rvho can still think on their orvn, are
sliou'irlg signs of disenchantment and the limited uses
of a negative vote seem to have dawned on them,
better late than never". Again, tliis is written by a
Tamilian from Madras.
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THE BUDGET -Continued from page 2
cleffcit ffnance in the Third Plan period has been States. Secondly, abolish levies and procurement
placed at Rs. 550 crores." measures and let Government buy in the Lpen market

For ffve years, Rs. 550 crores was felt to be a tolerable :l^p-t"-"-1ili"g 
prices like anyone else' Let there be a

close. Anything more than that would b" " 
l;h;id;;. *11 |.Tt". but no maximum- price' Now, I will be

rn two ylars I hst year and this year - th;-Fi";;; T19l_:H9y will-vou feed the people who are on

Minister wants us to absorb Rs. EgO crores ;il"fl;- rations? How will you feed $e_ poor people in the

d;;t ffnance. This massive inflation rr"r to-t""i"i-g"a !9*t and in the countryside?" I suggest a consruet-

"lainJt 
the backlog of the pait rise in pri"er. i"fiG t^X"_ilt^** to that' I am not luggesting the scrapping

tfie wholesale pricJ index ai l0o in l96t-6s,;l ;;*i3 of rationing -yet-although, I think the time is coming

105 in t96g_64, tI9 in'964_65, I29 in 196544, lnt ; wJ'ren that should be done. What I suggest is a re_

1966-67 and 168 in 1g67-6g. That is, "", p*i" L;; placement of the crude, out-of-date, system of ration-

had.to pay an average annual rise in p.i"L, Jit4 p", ing,by a system of dual pricing by which only the

"errt 
olririhe past ,Ju"r, y""rr. Today^s ,.rp"" "q.iul, 

under-privileged people in the-cities and villages, that
otrty oZ paise if the lg65 rupee. on this oppreisive is, those who do not have any land at all or those rvho

b,rtden 6f itrfutio.t comes thlis additional ilnipost. I cto not-pay income-tax upto a certain figure, will be

"".-ot 
help feeling that this may prove to be tie last given the ration at subsidised rates in fair price. shops.

straw that'breaks ihe back of orrLono-y as it does Let you and me, not have the ration;'let us go

.iif," poverbial camel. and buy-in the _open market and pay- a higher price.

The 
^point I am making is that Agriculture is the Today, the result of rationing js artificially to create

key to Jur prosperity and 6ur future. For twenty years lr scarcity because, alon-g ra'ith the pogr man who
*" h"1r" t Jgt""i".l i[ because of an obsession foi heavy needs the ration, I and also my 

-wife- will be tempted
i"a"rt.1, iiported from .the Soviet Union. Th; to buy the ration because it is cheap! Drive us to the

importance of Agric.rlt,rre cannot be exaggerated. It open ,market to buy the grain at a higher price. I
is iecessary, aftei twenty years of forced industrialis- would suggest that there should be a dual pricing
ation, that we turn back to put our basic industry on policy where the poor people are giving the ration
its feet, and that is agriculture. and the rest, 80 per cent, those who have got some

Even today it is neglected. Look at the ffgures of lancl and those who pay income-tax, are left to them-
expenditure on industry and on agriculture now. In selves to buy from the open market in so far as grain
th; Third Plan, lvhich everyone agreed neglected is concerned. If his happens, I suggest you rvill be
agriculture,-agriculture got 20.4 per cent of the total able to stop the imporrof fooclgrain"s, your clistribu-
outlay, rvhile ildustry- got- 20.09 per cent. In other tion policy rvill be iational and 

"it will be such as to
s,ords, in the Third Plan they-were 11nnl]g neck to bri'g oui the foodgrains in the country. N4ahatma
neck. but the difierence was that, while 70 n1 ;erlt C"rrihi had saicl that and his experiment was triecl
of the people rvere working in agric"lt"tl,-:lll^1 

""Ji, ,,r"""edecl many y""r, 
"go.^ 

I ask the Finance

;il"1i,T;iiix!1,rry":fl5til:,::ii)ilTl,1[';;: *T:,T to pick.,p *.i,og" andloilow his own master

tion today. In 1967-68, it is 23.3 per cent til;rffii :*:i^h" 
appears to have forgotten in so far as these

ture and 23.16 per 
""ni 

for. industiy, still runninf neck policies are concerned'

i; ;l;.'k. One ivoulcl ha'e thought that agriJrlttrre -Bosed ot't o Spceclt irt Parlionter'ft
should have bcctr given at Ieast tlvice as tntrch us for
industry'. That is u'hlt it shotrlcl lle, irnd that is ulrv
i;;; ii ir-,r bacl buclget *'hich does gross soc'ial iri- ll-
iustice to the poorest people in otrr c-ountry' ll NOVO STf 

-If thev realll' r','ant tl.ris close of cleficit financitrq to ll
lre absorbed, then may I suggest to the Finance l1 NEws AcENCy
Minister io .,se his gcrrd offices to secttre a change in ll ""the agriculturnl policies rvhich rvill mnke them saner ll cLoAK FoR EspIoNACEp
ancl ,.nore progrcssive? I strggest fottr or ffve corlcretc l
rneasur()s to cope u'ith this garnble sfiich he lras taken I *
ancl m,r\. yet prove to be a srlccess. If thesc srlggcs- 

|

tions alt' currit'rl otrt. I lrt'lit'\'(' \\'L' llliqllt gct lr\\'il\' I Pricc: 50p'
rvitlrotrt n risc itr 1'rt'ic.s. Lrtl'i.slt,,M,ii

l;irst of irll. itlrolislr iLli zottltl lritllit'ts lrtrti tttitt't l)li\l(XlltA'l'lCl ItllSIiAl{CII Slili\-l(lIi
lritt-ritts alttl trritkt'Inclil it (]otttlttotr \[lrlkt't. Tlrt'
,':i,"i)",'r''r:i';,,;r';;:'l;,,r'i'i:;:;,';r,' ; :';;;,-,',,.', ",,,'*,'i. 

n',' | 
127' \rithirtttr:t c)..clhi lr.rtrl' B.ttrbrtv I

i1

orrr r.ottntt-r' is llt'itrq tliritl,'tl irtto st'r't'r'ltl sttvt'tt'igtt



With Many Voices
'Tbe deep

\loans round-with m'any voices. Conre, my friends,'Tis not too lnte to seek a newer world.t'

Stone Age and Glass Age cannot co-exist, although,
paradoxically enough, both seem to be flourishing and
progressing at an equal pace.

-R. K. Narayan, Hinidu, February 22.

Registereci No. Mri z?2

-Tetnysun.

He (Morarji Desai) r'uns in blinkers-that is the
rvhole trouble about him.

-T. T. Krishnamachari, Cutrenf, March 16.

In Kashmir itself,
crest of a wave.

Sheikh Abdullah is riding

-W eekend Rersieu, March

the

16.In a. repetition of what is now happening in a great
part of north India, we are not many mid-term elec-
tions away from the danger that the people will weary
of democracy itself.

-Weekend Reaiett, lvlarch 2.

Ther Congress continues to live on the stupidity of
the opposition. Iepderships.

-C. Rajagopalachari, Swaraiga, March 9.

All of us are suffering from infantalism of one kind
or the other.

-N. G. Goray, Jcmata, March 10.

The. United Front, of which the Marxist party is
the biggest partner, is the "8" team of India's ruling
class with Congress in the'A" team.

To the Editor,
Fnepnol\'t Frnsr,
C/o Democratic Research Scwice.
197, ,Irlahatma Gandhi Road.

Bombrry l.

Pleuse etrol. nrc as a subscribet to Fnuritorr Frnvr

I rtnit tlte unnunl subscriptirlrr o{ Rs. 3.00

)r qn:r:i r r1

r't i i 1 \.r"\r.\

_An eclitoriirl in Dcslrcbrzfi <ruotecl irr I :rppc'al for the retentior.r of
The Inrlian .E.r;r'r:ss. lr'{arch 12. for prescn'ing-tlro unitl' of I-ndia,

nent of 1[6 glory of English.

If communism attempts to be anything here in
India, it will produce nothing but anarchy.

-T. T. Krishnamachari, Current, fuIarch 16.

Inequality of incomes, inequality of military rank,
le-introduction of proffts, managers' initiative, all the
rvays of Western free societies had to be and are being
re-introduced in the Communist States.

-Salvador de Madariaga, Thoughf, March 16.

Censorship is unnecessary, because free. speech
impotent.

-Kenneth Tynan, The Obseroer Reoiero, March 17.

-C. Rajagopalachari,

English intact; it is
not for the enhance-

Suaraiyu., March 23.

A Governrnent at bottorn is a political entity, and
one wav of meeting regional political pressures is to
qive vi.ay to thern.

-The Econontic Tines, lvlatch 26.

^\[tcr rrIl prrtriotisrrr rrrrrst lx'ftrclgecl in lltrytt'cs ancl
Plrisr'.

KuDoor's tnr rlrrcs totrrlling
lis. 13,60,476. \[arclr 30.

i)tnrocr:itic' licsrr:tr, l, S".i'a'
I - ..-

-Ottrrcttl on llai
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