
omf".
203
APIiIL I969

Plea for
Courage and Sanity

M. R. Masani, M.P.

fN this Gandhi Centenary Year, I hope the Finance
-l Minister would agree that a test by which we may
invite this House to judge his budget proposals
should be one that was prescribed long ago by
Mahatma Gandhi. I would like to invite this flouse
to test it by the yardstick which Gandhiii had very
nobly placed before the people long ago. He said at
that time:'

"I will give you a talisman. Whenever you are in
doubt, br when the self becomes too much with you,
apply the following test. Recall the face of the poor-
est and weakest man whom you may have seen and
ask yourself if the step you contemplate is going to
be of any use to him. Will he gain cdntrol over his
own life and destinyP'

I think it would not be unfair to judge these budget
proposals by its effect on the lowest and the poorest
and the humblest of our people. Now, if we accept
that test the question is, what are the basic facts
against which we apply this test?

A recent National Sample Survey came to the con-
clusion that only one out of three Indians has one
rupee a day to spend on himself. If he lives in a village,
his average income is 50 paise per day. While 35 per
cent of the people in the towns can afford to spend a
rupee a day, only 15 per cent of the rural population
can afiord to do so. What is sadder is that since 1952,
the proportion of the people who do not have one rupee
a day has unfortunately not dropped at all. Therefore,
applying this test, I am driven to the conclusion that
the classes of people to whom I should like to apply
this test would be the agriculturist, by whom I mean
the small farmer or the landless worker in the villages
on the one hand, and the lower middle class and the
working class in the cities on the other.

So far as the ulbtrn classes are corlccl'lled, rve can
call them the consumers, and what they have gone
through in the last 20 years we all know. The lower
middle class in particular, who do not have any dear-

ness allorvance, have been ground down year after
year by increasing taxation and inflation. While the
income of this class is relatively ffxed, their costs have
gone up many times and, by increasing the income tax
and the excise duties in this budget again on various
needs of life, I am afraid this budget is going to hit the
lower middle class of the towns and the cities still
further.

The facts about agriculturists, I find from reading
newspapers and journals, are not as well known' For
generations, under the British and under our own inde-
pendent government, the rural population has been
ground down, neglected and drained of what Karl
Manr would have called the "surplus value" of their
labour, for the benefit of the urban people. Gandhiii
used to say: "We of the towns and cities will do eyefY-
thing for the man in the villages except get off his
back'. If I may say so, even under the slogans of
"socialism" today, we of the cities have not got ofi th9
back of the rural population. The parity of prices till
about two years ago was unfair to the rural pop-ula-

tion. While their prices were artificially controlled,
restricted and held down by zonal barriers, compul-
sory procurement and other controls, the prices the
agriculturist had to pay in the market were not simi-
laily controlled. He had to pay more and more for the
needs of his life and for agriculture.

The farmer has just come out of his troubles after
two bad monsoons, which in Bihar and other parts
of the country actually led to famine. IIe is trying to
get on his feet and to recoup his loss. Even now he
has to pay higher prices for inputs.

The controfed price of fertiliser mixture in India
today is Rs. 860 per tonne. The corresponding cost

of mixtures from imported fertilizers varies from
Rs. 490 to Rs. 560 per tonne' The Administrative Re-

forms Commissionts Study Team on Agricultural
Administration gave some very revealing figures. It
said, that the quintity of rice an Indian farmer has to
find to buy one kilogram of fertilizer is 8.8 kg. of rice
in India, while it is f.47 in the USA, 1'8 in Japan and
only 0.85 in Pakistan. In other words, the Pakistani
farmer gets his fertiliser at nearly a fifth of the price
at which our peasant gets it.

The position is even worse in regard to purnping
sets. Government fails to provide irrigation to the

larger area of cultivatecl lancl in India even toclay.

Pumping sets are a form of self-help, cheap and more
econ6-i-""1 than large river valley projects, by which
the farmer tries to solve his problem and the cottutry's
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problem. He, therefore, 'deserves every encourage-
rnent and irppreciation for shorving that initiative. And
yet, tl-rc price of the pumping set he is allowed to buy
is trvicc the price he rvould pay if it rvere allorved to
be imported. An Indian-rnade oil engine and pumping
set of 3 HP for irrigation costs Rs. 2390. An imported
German set costs Rs. 1172. A Japanese set costs even
less. In other rvords, we are making him pay even
today, before the budget, the price of two sets for one
set.

Is this the time to impose any further excise on
fertilizer or pumping sets? I ask the Finance Minister,
in all good conscience, is this the time? Against this
background, is this social justice of any kind? Is this
an encouragement to solve the food problem? The
amount is not only Rs, 22 crores, as some scribes in
our press would have it. Rs. 22 crores is the yield of
the excise on fertilizer. There is a corresponding
amount of Rs. 25 crores more from countervailing
customs duty, totalling Rs. 47 crores, It is a little while
back that the subsidy on fertilizers was removed, add-
ing another Rs. 37 crores to the peasants' burden.
Therefore, for fertilizers alone, the peasants of India
will nou' have to pay Rs. 84 crores more than they
were paying this time last year.

Now 
-it 

seerhs that the Finance Ministei has
evidently yielded to the pressure of those mad men
in the Planning Commission who have ruined our
economy during the last decade. They, of course,
wanted a 15 per cent duty and the Finance Minister,
probably ffghting a rear-guard battle against these
half-baked Marxists whom we l-rave had to suffer from
the da1's of N{ahalanobis and others, has accepted ten
per cent as a compromise. Even so, I have no hestita-
tion in saying that the duties on both fertilizer and
pumping setJ are wicked, and shall oppose both of
them to the end.

I say that our peasant needs a fair deal ftjr a little
while; there will be ample time to tax him then' Let
there be some time for the green revolution to'esta-
blish itself, to assert itself, though I have my own
doubts about its success. We all rvelcome the green

revolution; but let there be time for it to establish
itself, stabilise itself. Today the peasant is still
vulnerable to one bad monsoon. When one bad mon-
soon can hit him, is this the time to impose taxes and
further taxes on him?

There are two other levies and taxes in the Budget
proposals rvlrich I rvould like to clispose of before I

"otttitr.," 
my argument. One is the levy on petrol,

rvhich again hits the rural people because we cannot

lrave the Green Revolution unless there are roads,

tmcks rrncl lruses to carry grain into the cities and to

ciu'r,v consumel goods to thc villages. So, tl-re lg1r1'' ol1

petrol and lubricants is another rvicked irnpost in this
-Bt 

clget. The tax ou petrol has been raised year after
year. The oil cornpanies have charged only 19 paise
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pel litre of petrol rvhile the tax u,as 75 prrise or 395
per cent of the cost of the petrol that rve buy. The
crlrrent proposal means an additional tax on motor
spirit amounting to 3)i p. per truck-mile and on lubri-
cants amounting to I p. per truck-mile, that is, 4)6 p.
in addition. This u'orrlcl mc'an tl.rat the tax rvill be 430
per cent. The Government takes away more than four
times lvhat the cost of the article is. This amounts to
1 p. per tonne mile on goods moved by road.

It is alleged that in the Fourth Plan rve are shifting
the emphasis to agriculture and that agriculture has
obtained priority over industry. I would welcome such
a development. But the official ffgures do not con-ffrm
this. Where is the shift so loudly proclaimed? In the
Third Plan, agriculture got 20.4 per cent of the outlay
of the Plan whereas industry got 20.09 per cent. Let
us say they were running neck to neck, which was
bad enough because 70 per cent of the people of our
country depend on agriculture. The Annual Plan
document for 1968-69 (page 13) gives figures that
show that rvhile agriculture, community development
and irrigation received 20.6 per cent, industry big and
small, 24.8 per cent. If there has been a shift, it is in
the direction of industry and away from agriculture,
not the other way about. About the Fourth Plan, we
do not have official figures. But the press reports which
piobabll. are authentic, make out that in the Fourth
Plan agriculture will receive 20.9 per cent while
industry will get 22.3 per cent. In other words, the
loudly proclaimed myth that the Prime Minister and
the Government have at last learnt the lesson, that
agriculture is taking the first place, is not borne out
by their orvn official figures.

The budget fails to meet the challenge posed by
odr present economic plight. What is the plight? The
basic fact in our economic life today is the continuous
fall in the savings of the people. The savings of the
individual and the collectivity of our people have
been going down as a result of the economic policies
of this'Government. The Economic Survey at pp' 2L-22
shorvs a clecline in the latio of total domestic savings
to national income frorn about l0 per cent in 1965-66

to around B per cent in 1967-68.
Norv, I would have thought that the basic task of

tliis buclget rvould be to correct this fall in the savings

of the people and to give them a lift' In this context,
the main task of the budget should have been to
stimulate the accumulation of savings in the pockets

of the people for investment in agriculture on the one
hand and^industry on the other. Unfortunately, all
that this budget does is to divert yet another Rs. 100

crores fi'orn tl-re savings of the people to the sterile
coffers of Gcrvemuteut rvhet'e nothing is bred except
clcsptrir.

Toclrrl', alreadv nothing less than 63 to 70 per c-ent

of the investible incorne of the Indian people is taken

(Continued ttn page 4)
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Unwise and Irresponsible

I\{r. S. S. Dharvan's appointment as the Governor
of Bengal is both unwise and irresponsible. The
Government of India act many a time in an unrvise
manner. But nobody could have imagined that they
could be so irresponsible as to place at the head of
the administration in a vital State like Bengal a

person who cannot be relied upon to uphold in a

resolute manner the principle of impartial democratic
administration.

There can be no doubt about the political colour of
Mr. Dhawan. He was for a long time a well-knorvn
fellow-traveller of the Communists. For a number of
years he wrote in National Herald under the pen name
"Sanjay" articles peddling the communist line. He has
made no secret of his admiration for Russia and
China and for the system of government prevailing
in those countries.

On the issue of China's invasion of Tibet he wrote in
1950: "The interests of India are not directly involved,
and the question of our making a protest simply does
not arise. The propaganda about Chinese 'aggression'
in Tibet is completely baseless." Continuing he rvrote:
"[ have no doubt that the people of Tibet will benefft
greatly as a result of closer contact between Tibet and
China. Tibet is one of the most backward countries in
the world. . . . All this rvill change under Chinese rule.
Tibet will norv share the beneftts of civilisation like all
the other countries in Central Asia which have passed
under Communist rule." These views of Mr. Dhawan
have great relevance in the present conditions obtain-
ing in Bengal and adiacent areas. There is no reason to
believe that there has been any change in his views
since then.

It rvas on this ground and more particularly on the
grouncl of anti-British sentiments expressed b1' lr{r',
Dhawan on several occasions that his appointment as

High Commissioner for India in Great Britain came
under severe criticism in many quarters. The appoint-
ment did not turn out to be particularly useful or
successful. And now he is being shifted to a far more
important and strategic post.

Under our Constitution and system of govemment,
Governtlrs have a signiftcant role to plav. They are the
representatives of the President and tlre Central
Government ancl are charged rvith the task of enstlr-
ing that the rights and liberties of tlrc people are not
violated and that the aclministration is carricd on in
an impartial, cfficient ancl lau,ful rnanrler. The task
and tbe obligation become far more important rvhen
a party or a combination of parties having little respect
for thc mles ancl conventions of parliamentary demo-

cracy come to porver in a State. That is what has
happened in Bengal. The situation is all the more
alarming because of the declared sympathies of the
dominant partner of the coalition with the aims,
objects and practices of Chinese Communists. In this
situation rvill Mr. Dharvan be able to discharge the
duty that he orves to the Constitution and the country
as the Governor of a State? There is likely to be a
grave conflict between his sympathies and convictions
on one hand and his obligations on the other. The
Government of India ought not to have placed him in
this embarrassing position.

Or is it appeasement of the United Front Govern-
ment by giving them a Governor, if not of their choice,
of a type to whom they are not likely to have any
objection? The Government of India should knorv that
appeasement never pays. One concession always leads
to another until the rvhole ground is given away. By
the appointment of Mr. Dhawan, they have given
away a lot of valuable ground to Communists and
their allies. They have denied to the people of Bengal
the constitutional protection of impartial administra-
tion to which they are entitled. And they have denied
to the country the vital check that can be exercised
through the Governor on the misbehaviour and anti-
national activities of a State Government. The Govern-
ment of India could not have taken a more ill-advised
step.

Will Congress Survive?

It is a pity that, while all and sundry are combining
against the Congress to defeat it at the polls and to
embarrass and humiliate it thereafter, the Congress is
still sitting impassive and indolent, unable to take
into acconnt the signiffcant changes that have taken
place in the political climate in the country. The vari-
ous factions in the organisation are merrily carrying
on their faction fights and important individual leaders
do not think anything wrong in carrying on mud-
slinging campaigns against each other. At this rate,
the Congress may not survive too long either as a
national unifying force or as the premier political party
in the country. The situation is still not beyond repair
and it is to be hoped that farsighted amongst Con-
gress leaders will realise the impending danger and
take steps to avert it.

However, it is high time the Congress realises that
it is no longer possible for it to claim a monopoly posi-
tion in the country. It must be prepared to share power
rvith other parties and groups. It must ffnd out who
irnrongst the various parties and groups are nearest to
it and then take steps to forge an alliance witlr them.
It must be an alliancc arrived at openly and on the
basis of a comrnonly acceptecl plogramme and policr'.
There is lrlentv of scope for forging srrch alliances in
the various Staters and also on the national level. If
the Congress adopts this realistic course, it can save
itself ancl also help the survival of dernocracy.
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PLEA FOR COURACE AND SANI?I - Cont'd from page 2

away by the Government for relatively unproductive
purposes. The State sector's share as a percentage of
total investment in the First Plan was 46.4. In the
Second PIan it rose to 54.6 per cent, and in the Third
Plan to 63,I per cent. So 63 per cent goes away out
of the investible, productive pool. We cannot tolerate
this in the interests of our national economy. Whlrt
follorvs, therefore, is that if we had the responsibility,
we would cut down taxation, both direct and indirect,
drastically and restore the balance.

At that point I will be asked: 'how will you meet the
need of expenditure'? The answer is: 'We would not,
because much of this expenditure should not be met,
should not be incurred'.

The real weakness of the budget is on the expendi-
ture side. That is where all the mistakes start. Tremen-
dous cuts can be made. The Hon. Minister's pre-
decessor Mr. T. T. Krishnamachari, once said that
Rs. 300 crores could be cut out, but he did not try,
nor has anyone else since then. I am sorry to say that
the present Finance Minister has made no efiort, has
shorvn neither the capability nor the courage to deal
with the vested inlerests' in the other 

- 
spending

Ministries who are holding the country to ransom
today.

He has permitted an increase of Rs. 91 crores in
defence expenditure over last year's budget estimates.

We in the Public Accounts Committee presented a
report to this House. The Public Accounts Committee
does not want the defence of this country to be
harmed by a hair's breadth, but after examining the
matter, seeing tl're work of the ordnance factories and
other departments, we said in our Report that a large
cut - I myself placed at Rs. 100 crores could be made
in defence expenditure, without decreasing the fire
power of the effective defence of the country by an
iota.

In non-plan expenditure, there is an increase of
Rs. 141 crores. Civil expenditure has gone up from
Rs. 298 to Rs. 363 crores. According to Dr. I. J. Patel,
the plan expenditure is Rs. 100 crores more than last
year. The biggest white elephant, Bokaro, has got not
less than Rs. l7O crores. The Finance Minister says
this is "inevitable". It is not inevitable. If there was
leadership in the Government, if there was courage.
if there was economic sanity in the Government,
nothing of this nature would be inevitable.

-Extracts from a speech in Parliament in the
' discussion on Budget.
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It's the scene of an accident. The unfortunate

aictim has just been canied away. His
life is running out. Not all the medicines in the

world can help. But a prompt blood
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transfusion will. Danate blood and sane a life.

\.1
Donate blood at The Tata Dlood Bank, J.J. Hospital,
Bombay. Ra4cmbcr,it's a gft you can gct back.
W'hcneoer lou or lour immcdiatc fanily nced blood, we 
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Palcistan TurrnoilIn
Adam Adil

THE inevitirble lras happened. President Ayub Khan
-a has steppecl don'n, martial law has been declared

and rnilitary rule hirs returned once again in Pakistan.
A neu' military dictator, General Yahya Khan has
taken over.

It rvas quite obvious that Pakistan rvas in a state of
turmoil. The foundations of the ten-year-rule of Presid-
ent Ayub Khan were being shaken. The Pakistani stud-
ents had been on the war path. The opposition parties-
about eight of them-had combined into a front-the
Democratic Action Committee to spearhead peoples'
opposition to the Ayub Government. Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto was out to destroy his former Chief and re-
verse Pakistan's internal and extemal policies. Pakis-
tani women, in or out of pardah had come in the
streets to lend a feminine touch to the anti-Ayub
agitation.

When i{yub Khan succeeded Iskandar Mirza over a
decade ago, hopes were universally raised that Pakis-
tan rvould be out of the mess politicians had made of
its political life. It was expected that corruption would
be a matter of the past and Pakistani public life
would be cleaned. It was also thought that Pakistan
would have a stable government and there would be
closer integration between Pakistan s Eastern and
Western wings, with the result East Bengal would no
longer suffer from a sense of grievance.

But the ten-year-rule had belied the hopes raised
by Ayub when he had taken over. Political life had
once again become a mess; although there was what
was grandeloquently termed'basic demo cracy', people
did not enjoy full political freedom. Ayub was still a
dictator though not as harsh as Hitler, totalitarian as
Stalin. Newspapers were controlled and the freedom of
expression and association was restricted. Political
opposition to the govelnment was put down with an
iron hand. Corruption had retumed at all levels of
administration, Although President Ayub enjoyed the
reputation of being above board, his son, Gauhar Ayub,
rvas knorvn to have "minted" money, not all by fair
means. No work could be got done within reasonable
time unless officials r.vere bribed; even a sepoy would
demand his price to take a visitor's card inside'sahebt'
cabin.

Apparently, tltere was political stability, but inter-
nal political conditions pointed to the contrary. In
West Pakistan, regional sentiments had grorvn-the
Sindhis, Punjabis, Baluchis ancl Peshawaris looked
upon one another'',r'ith suspicion. The Sirrclhis rvho arc
poor, indolent and less literate (unlike Sindhi Hinclus
in India ) resented Punjabi domination in the West
Pakistani administration. The Baluchis ancl Pesl.rarvaris

too had a score to settle u'ith the Punjabis, irpart from
their sympathies for Pakhtoon movement, led by Khan
Abdul Gaffar Khan, now in Kabul. Again, the Sindhis,
Punjabis, Baluchis and Pesharvaris together hated the
Indians rvho had migrated there and now occupied a
signiffcant place in industrial and commercial life of
Pakistan. The fact that some of the educated Muslirn
emigrants from U.P., Bombay and other parts of India
have distinguished themselves as lawyers, doctors,
engineers and educationists was an eye-sore to the
original sons of the soil. This mutual suspicion and
distrust between various sections of the people living
in West Pakistan had led to a total lack of social
cohesion and common identity. Therefore, the very
purpose for which the former States were abolished
had been defeated. It is true that the scramble for
power which was intense when the States were existing
was now less, but this very fact led to the people's
frustration with the Ayub regime.

In addition, the disillusionment of the Eastern wing
with the Western wing of Pakistan was a known fact.
East Bengal as its name should really be, is more
populous than Punjab, Sind, Baluchistan and North-
West Province put together. The ratio being 56 :44.
East Bengal also contributes greater share to Pakistani
exchequer; with its export of jute it earns more
foreign exchange. But its share in the administrative
services and obviously in the army, was much less

than that of West Pakistan. Again, while West Pakis-
tan was being developed economically both in the
ftelds of industry and agriculture, East Bengal sufrered
from a measure of neglect. It received less share from
the central outlay for its development. As a result,
inspite of its numerical superiority and its key posi-
tion in Pakistani economy, East Bengal remained a

sort of colony'- of West Pakistan.
Naturally, this state of afiairs was deeply resented

by the people of East Pakistan. Some East Pakistanis
thoughi of drastic measures to correct the imbalance
between the Western and Eastern wings of the coun-
try. They thought in terms of secession and-independ-
ence from the rest of Pakistan. Others thought in terms
of complete autonomy. Yet others desired reunion with
West Bengal, even if it meant a return to the Indian
Union-those who thought in this way were not, how-
ever, appreciable in number.

The movement for secession and indepencleuce rvas

not insigniftcant; it was confined to a wide spectrurn of
Errst Pakistani public. The authorit'ies at Rarvalpindi
u,ere anxiotts to nip tltis moverneut irr the bud. T'licir
arlxiety rvas undelstandable. Ilut instead of adopting
persuasive n-rethods to rnollifv the East Pakistani
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public opinion, they took recourse to repressivc ntcas-
rrres rvitlt the result the movement for secession irnd
inclependence gained new momentum.

One of the rvays adopted by the governrnent to sup-
press tl-re movement for secession was to involve a
number of politically important East Pakistanis into
eonspiracy cases. Most of these conspiracy cases were
obviously concocted, and generally the patple were
not Lrnaware of their real character. This fact added
to people's resentment and led to bitterness. A conspir-
acy case rvas manipulated in Agarthala against Shaikh
N'Iujibur Rehman. The demand for the u'ithdrawal of
the case against him was so strong and insistent that
the government had no alternative but to eat humble
pie and release him.

The government also tried to seal ofi East Pakistan
frorn even the cultural influences from the Bengal part
of the Indian Union. The literary creations in Bengali
by poprrlar West Bengal authors were banned in East
Pakistan. Even the presentation of the songs of
Rabindranath Tagore were made a taboo on Radio
Pakistan. It was only when the government realised
that they had raised a hornet's n"tiby their action tlrat
Tagole's songs reappeared on the air.

Naturally', the turmoil that resulted from the dis-
contentment of the people in both the wings of Pakistan
found expression in anti-Ayub agitation. Politicians
like Zulffkar Ali Bhutto were not found wanting in ex-
ploiting the situation. The game of the politicians was
not only to destroy the edifice of basic democracy.
but to strike at the roots of Ayub's internal ancl
extemal policies. Firstly, Ayub's pro-Western policies
rvere nrade the target of attack. Secondly, he was made
to appear that he was out to remain in power at all
costs. Bhutto in West Pakistan and Bhashani in East
were pro-Chinese, and were even impressed by Chinese
antipathy towards the Russians. They hated the West
and also had no love for the Russians. They spoke
lrighl,v of Chinese achievements and described N{ao
Tse-tung as a great Asian leader. Also they disliked
India and constantly raised a scare that India lvas on
the verge of grabbing Pakistan by military means.
Hence they attacked the Tashkent agreement betlveen
President Ayub and late Premier Shastri, which was
intended to foster cordial relationship and good neigh-
bourliness between India and Pakistan. It is said that
the relations between Ayub and Bhutto begtrn to
deteriorate since the time the former signecl the
Tashkent agreement. Did Bhrrtto not declare durirtg
tlrc Indo-Pak conflict in Septernber 1965 thirt P:rkistan
rvrlulcl wagc a s'irr agirinst Inclia even for a thous:.rncl
vc'rrs? It is thcsc pcople rvho kccp thc Kaslrrnir' pr'<l-

lrlcnr ever boiling in Pakistan.
A1'ub hacl concccled rnost of the demancls of tlre

opposition. Hc had s'itlrclras'n the emergency cleclirrecl
rlrrring thc Inclo-Pnk conflict. FIc had releasecl Shaikh
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N{trjibar llehnran, Nlaulana Bhashani and their fellorv
prisoners ar.rd rescinded the Agarthala conspiracy
case. FIe hacl even cleclared in a Johnsonian fashion
that he r,vould not seek renomination to the President-
ship after the expiry of the present term. Opposition
rvas not satisfied by' tlrese measrlres; notv lte has been
lbrced to step dorvn.

Ayub's steps would be welcomed in this country if he
had acted in a tme democratic spirit. But if he has acted
out of fear of the opposition, we, in India will have to
sit up and think about the implications of the course
he has adopted. For, in its character, in its ideology
and mental make-up and in its political behaviour,
the opposition is more conservative, less liberal and
increasingly anti-Indian. After Ayub's initial back-out
N4r. Bhutto had already confirmed Mr. Swaran Singh's
fear expressed in 1965 that with Mr. Bhutto Indo-
Pakistan relations could not be normalised. Mr. Bhutto
had already thrown a challenge to India's Defence
Minister over the Kashmir issue. l,acking in grace, he
had declared, "Let Sardarji know that I am cominp5
again." Therefore, it was not the democratic progres-
sive forces which were emerging in Pakistan but the
forces of social and political reaction, This.is not to
suggest that Ayub should have continued. Ayub's poli-
cies might have been a shade better, but from the
point of view of friendly relations with India, they were
still dangerous. Technically, there might not have been
much to choose between Ayub and the opposition.

Now, with the declaration of martial law, Pakistan
has receded a decade back. Military regime may be
able to control the law and order situation, rvhich had
reached its lowest in East Pakistan, where murders,
arson ancl loot with resultant chaos, had become the
order of the day. But it will not be in a position either
to satisfy the political and social aspirations of the
people or to put Pakistan on sound economic founda-
tions. The dream of parliamentary democracy is shat-
tered at least for the time being. The martial law will
only add to tlre complicatious of Pakistani situation
irncl cleepen people's fi'ustration ancl bittemess.
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Crisis In Indian Democracy
M. R. Pai

IDASICALLY, there are trvo rvays of governing
-Ll 5rr-"u societies. One is by counting hetrds, the
other is by breaking them. In the former, through the
mechanism of balloting once every few years, people
elect a representative government. It can be broadly
described as democracy. In the other system, violencc
is the arbiter of state decisions. It is totalitarianism.

Democracy is obviously the more popular of the
tu'o systems. This is proved by the way even totalita-
rian govemments use the preffx "democracy" to des-
cribe their regimes. For instance, communist dicta-
torships call themselves "people's democracy". Former
dictator Sukarno of Indonesia described his regime as
"guided democracy''. According to Marshal Ayub
Khan, his regime was "basic democracy".

A line is to be drawn between a real democracy -
however imperfect it may be - and dictatorships
although the latter may usurp the preffx democracy.

A real democracy has four essential features.
First, is the Rule of Larv and its concomitant, an

independent judiciary. The Rule of Law means that
the supreme power is not the arbitrary will or caprice
of any one person, or a group or a political party, but
the fundamental law as laid down in a constitution and
conventions. Everyone, including those in porver ancl
the Government, are equal before the law. Nobody
is above the law.

Tlre second feature is guarantee of certain free-
cloms. I\'Iost clemocracies have a written constitution
rvith fundamental rights guarrrnteeing freedoms to
citizens. Some of these freedoms are those of thought,
speech, and press (i.e. freedom of expression) of
association and assernbly, of religion and worship, of
movement from place to place, trade and economic
activities.

These freedoms are necessary. First, the citizen
surrenders to the state the ultimate power, viz., the
coercive authority of life and death over all. There-
fore, he has to safeguard himself against auy abusc
of that power by those in authority by guaranteeing
to himself some fundamental rights. Second, freedoms
are essential for an individual to fulfil his creative
personality and lead a meaningful life. Democracy
places the individual as the focal point of all activities.
In a true dernocracy, the state cxists for the citizeus,
and not oicc ocrsa.

The third feature of a democracy is lirnitations on
goven)mental lrorver'. Since those who lvield thc leins
of porver are human, ancl therefore prone to altrtse
power, there are certirin clrecks rrnd counter-cltccks tlrt
thern. For instance, an indepcndcnt jr.rdicialy is ir
healthy check. Once again. celtain k'gal proccchrres

like n'r'its are an essential check. Abbve all, the rvritten
constitution ar.rd unrvritten conventions are a porverful
check.

Finally, another feature of a democracy is the metllts
for smooth tranfer of porver from one group of rulers
to another. This also implies the inherent right and
power of a minority to become a majority in course of
time through a process of public education. Dictator-
ships have yet to solve this problem of transfer of
power in a non-violent manner. Dictatorships are
generally conceived in violence, thrive on violence and
flounder in violence.

India has been fortunate in getting a demgcratic,
republican constitution. The founding fathers were
far-sighted people, and did their best to give the
country an enduring constitution. Since 1950, when
it was initiated, the Republic has survived in spite
of several strains and stresses both in India and abroad.
This is all the more creditable considering the fact
that a number of nerv-found democracies have
crumbled in the meantime. The credit goes primarilv
to the good sense of the Indian public, and to some
extent to those who have ruled the country.

Today the Indian democracy faces multiple
challenges. Among numerous challenges, the main are:

First, threat of subversion of democracy by violenee
and through governmental machinery by political
parties which do not believe in democracy. Chief
among these are the numerous comrnunist partics. It
is essential to understand some common char:rcteris-
ttics of all communist parties.

(a) Their ideology is weak. This compels them to
shun reason (because they cannot convince people
through the rational processes) and use coercion and
violence to dominate over a majority of people who
do not share their vieu's.

(b) Their primary allegiance'to foreign communist
powers on rvhom they are known to depend for material
and other support. In return, thev champion the cause
of those countries to the detriment of national inte-
rests. Every true communist is a false nationalist.

(c) Their contempt for human freedoms and des-
truction of those freedoms in nnmerous ways. Com-
nunists are afraid of freedoms as thcir icleologl' can-
rrot survive in a free atrlosphere.

(d) It'lonopolisation of state power in the hancls
of the partv ancl dcstruction of all otl-rer parties ancl
political groups: if rlestnrction is not possiblc, thcir
t'ffectivc subrlrclination. Essentially, every comnrunist
rlrovcln('nt is rrn orgarrisccl con.spiracv by it rtritroritt'
to seize the porvcr apparatus of tlrc statc', to clestlol'
all denrocracr,.
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In India we face this danger today very clearly. In
I(eraia and lVest Bengal Marxist dominated United
Fronts are in power. tsut efiective power is rvieldecl
b1' the Nlarxist communist party, the other political
groups, rvhich have made possible the rule of Marxist
communists, merely getting the crumbs of power and
in their lust for power sacrificing national interests.

The second threat comes from lovers of freedom
rvho are misguided in their enthusiasm. The move to
amend the Constitution to enable Parliament to amend
fundamental rights comes from such people. Funda-
mental rights are something fundamental and cannot
be placed at the mercy of a transient majority in a
legislature. Parliament is elected by the people but
they have not surrendered to it all their power. The
Indian Parliament is but a creature of the Constitu-
tion, neither above the Constitution nor the people.
Only the people have the right to alter or amend
fundamental rights through a new constituent assembly
or through a referendum. Parliament cannot usurp
this power of the people. That will pave the way for
totalitarianism. Even Hitler came to power through
the legal rvay. He got the German Parliament pass
the Enabling Act which gave him the ultimate power.

The third threat comes from infation. Except for
a happy break torvards the end of 1968, for last 13
years the country has witnessed steadily rising prices.
This lras come about through pursuit of communist
model of planning. The ffxed income groups like
middle classes, the backbone of society, and poorer
people are being wiped out by infation. It has given
rise to the monster of corruption. Inflation arises
through misuse of governmental monopoly over money
supply and destroys people's faith in currency. If
people lose faith in currency, they lose faith in the
government also.

Breakdown in law and order and social unrest
always accompany inflation and precede collapse of
democracy unless inflation is curbed in good time.

The Roman Republic, Weimar Republic and
Kuomintang China are but few examples of demo-
cracies destroyed by inflation.

The fourth threat comes through apathy of the
educated and not, as commonly alleged, through the
ignorance of the illiterate voters. The basis of derno-
cracy is voluntary activity of its citizens. In return for
freedoms enjoyed, they have to shoulder certain res-
ponsibilities. These consist of undertaking as many
activities on a voluntary basis as possible, and activelv
participating in public life. Incidentally, public life
does not mean merely politics, but a ntrmber of other
areas like edtrcation, social service etc. B)' leaving all
tl.rese functions to professional politicians and the
state, the ecluc:rted irre unclertnining dernocracy. To
figlrt one's os,n battlcs, to stand up on one's orvn legs
and to serve one's fellowmen in various ctrpacities are
essential activities for survival of democracy.
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This lacunae in our public life has been responsible
for tlre failure in our clernocratic system. It has gene-
rated an atmosphere of pessimism, cynicism and a
"death-rvislr" for dictatorship. There is a desire, mostly
on the part of the intelligentsia, for an "enlightened"
or "lrcnevolent" dictatorship. To begin rvith, a ten or
trventy year period is prescribed.

There is no slrch thing as enlightened or "bene-
volent" dictatorship. Enlightenment or benevolence
clepends on rvhich side of the dictatorship one is on.
Once you rub the dictatorship on the u'rong side, his
benevolence towards you ceases.

There are three good reasons why democracy should
be made to succeed in India.

First, there is no use moaning that our people are
not fft for democracy. As Sir Pherozshah lvlehta said
several decades ago, in reply to such a desperate com-
ment on the quality of Indians in politics, "we cannot
import people". We should make do with the avail-
able human rnaterial and u'ork in the context of pre-
sent limitations.

Second, with all its shortcomings, this is the only
country lve have. We should make it a worthy place
for good living for ourselves and ftrture generations.

Third, with all its faults, democracy is better than
all other knorvn systems of government.

It is rvith faith and determination that believers in
liberal democracy should work for its success so that
India can fulfil her manifest destiny of greatness.

Books Receioed

The following books have been received for review.
Reviews of some of them will appear in subsequent

issues.

L. Vietnant: Aspects of a Tragedy, published by
N. Samsom NV Alphen Aan Den Rijn. The Hague.

2. Public ECucation in USSR, Itlikhail Prokofyev,
Novosti Press Agency Publishing House, \{oscow.

3. Taxation in lndia, Edited by lvl. R. Pai, Forum
of Free Enterprise, published by Popular Praka-
shan, tsombay, Rs. 15.00.

4. Elite Conflict in a Plural Society Tusentieth-
Century Bengal, J. H. Broomfield, Oxford Univer-
sity Press 1968. Price: Rs. 50.00.

5. /n Qrrest of Freeclonr, published by A. G. K.
Memorial Committee, Price: Rs. 10.00

6. 'l'rarlc Unions antl Politics by V. B. Karnik,
published by tlie University of Bombay, Price:
Its. 3.50

i. Our Lunguagc Prctblent. ancl Unity of lndia by
Dr. r\{inocher K. Ciontractor, Secretary, Parents'-
Students' Association, Surat. Price: Rs. 2.25.

I
a

I



Tensions In Eu rope An d Asia
L

R. Muthuswamy

ECENT tensions in Berlin, Suez Zone, Pakistan
and China, as if forming a'tension belt' across the

trvo continents, have their orvn individual dimensions
as well as the common feature of Big Power politics.

The opportunity provided by West Germany in
calling the meeting of the electoral college for the
election of lVest German President in West Berlin was
too good to be missed by the Soviet Union and East
Germany, especially in the wake of the U.S. President's
re-union and fence-mending mission to the forgotten
European friends, under the new strategy devised by
his adviser Kissinger. It was not a strange coincidence
that the Viet Cong also chose the same time to escalate
their activities in Vietnam. Both were intended to be
a challenge to President Nixon to dare to fulffl his
election promises and embarass him at home. How-
ever the reaction of the U.S. President was decisive
and determined. He not only issued a stern warning
to the Viet Cong, but also sanctioned the ABM develop-
ment, in spite of the bitter political controversy it
created.

As far as the crisis itself is concerned its threat
evaporated the moment it was found that there has
been no thaw in the nerv U.S. regime and it will not
hesitate to take firm action where it was called for.
Right from the beginning of the probe into West
Berlin, the Soviets and East Germans kept their re-
treat lines clear. There was no open opposition to the
meeting of the electoral college in lVest Berlin. Their
blockade, they explained, was necessitated by the
military manouvres in this area in which the Soviet
Union also participated. In fact a Soviet General rvas
present which kept the world guessing as to the real
intentions of the so called military manouvres Ulti-
mately the delegates to the electoral college were air-
Iifted - as it had happened during past blockades-
and the election of the West German President was
held as scheduled without any hitch. However, this
blockade of a few days had its own anxious moments
particularly for the ammunition manufacturers of
West Berlin whose products had to go through East
Germany. When the election was over, the military
manouvres also came to an end and the Soviet General
left for lris base. So till the next crisis the worlcl can
heave a sigh of relief over Berlin.

The Russians could not have their own rvay all
along. What happened in China was in a wav an anti-
thesis to what the Soviets were doing to the West.
The Chinese could not allorv tho Russiarrs to casilr'
get arvay with their plan to call the World Commu-
nist Conference u'ithont China and use it as its orvn

propaganda platform. It is in this context that the
crisis which developed in the small river island callecl
Damansky by the Russians and Chen Pao by the
Chinese is to be vierved. Thc skirmishes rvhich re-
sulted in casualties on both sides of this island were
not a new phenomenon. According to some reports,
clashes of a more serious nature had happened in the
past between Russian and Chinese soldiers in the
border area. But for the ffrst time the Russians came
out with fash nervs and photographs, accusing the
Chinese of wanton aggression. The Chinese in retort
not only came out with their own version but also
instigated a mammoth demonstration outside the Rus-
sion Embassy in Peking. The events following this
incident were of the textbook variety with the Rus-
sians demonstrating before the Chinese Embassy in
Moscow and both sides exchanging strongly worded
protests. The only tangible outcome of the skirmishes
this time was the cutting ofi of Soviet supplies to
North Vietnam through Chinese territory. Therefore
all is not well with the Soviet Union and North Vietnam
and their quota of problems is no less than what they
created for the West.

Irsael had to face massive criticism from friends and
foes alike for its daring attack on Beirut airport in
Lebanon. Its feeble protest that whenever it attacked
only property was lost while the attaeks of Arabs
always resulted in the death of innocent men and
women did not evoke any response from any quarter.
Obviously on account of this criticism Israel refrainecl
from reprisal when one of its civilian planes was
damaged in Zurich airport by Arab commando attack.
Meanwhile Israel had stated that it would not accept
any imposed solution by the Big Four and had also
taken decisions of far-reaching consequences with
regarcl to the territories occupied by it during its six-
day war rvith Arab nations. According to reports, it
has decided to construct fortiffed settlements in the
interest of its future safety. This action of Israel was
the cause for the recent artillery attacks in the Suez
Zone, which ended in further damage to Egyptian
economy. Egypt had lost not only its Chief of Stafl
but its oil installations and reftneries were also heavily
damagcd. The mid-east crisis is still eluding solution
though the Big Four are making efforts to find onc
and impose it on the disputants if necessary. Ir{ean-
rvlrile it seems Israe,l has no other way btrt to keep
its aggressive inrage and counter-attacks in orcler to
srrn'ivc among its hostile neighhorrrs.

The tension in Pakistan is distinct from the others
in that it is in the nature of an internal turmoil.



Report On My Husba n d
Josefa Slansky

In,tlrc faII of 1952,uorld opinion :loas shockedbg thc Prague trial in rchich fudolf Slonsky,tlrc formcr
gcrtcral secretary of the Czcchosloucrk Conununist Party anrl deptfttl prenicr, uas th.e mai,n clefendnnt.
As thc rexilt of the tfinl, uhich took place on N orsember 20-27 , 1952, 11 out of t4 def cndants-all of them higtt
dignitaries of thc Comnutnist regime-uerc sentenced to death; theg uere hangecl on. December 3, 1952.
Tlrc Prague trial harl all the honifying leatures of tlrc great purge trials initiaterl in the Sooiet Union in
the 1930's ancl transplantecl into the satellite countiles in the late 1940's.

But this tirne, a neu and striking element oas adrlcd to the standard pattern: in the case of 71 among
the 14 clefendants,the indictntent specificallg indicated that they uere "of lewish origin," a.nd the u,hole trial
toas the biggest sncl ntost disgusting cliqlay of anti-Semitic Ttropaganda eaer seen since Hitler's days. The
Prague trial was npposed to be a stepping stone to similar anti-Semitic orgies in the Souiet Union itself : since
7950, Sooiet lews lnd been xfuiected to systematic disuirnination in all walles of life ond to mass depor-
tations to remote concentration can.ps; soon after thePraguc trial,the Sorsiet secret Ttolice made its fantastic
"reaekttioni' about the alleged "doctori plot," ushere almost all the doctors accused of attemTtting to exter-
minate political leaclers u'ere leus. OnIg Stalin's death stoTtpecl this neu clriue which might haoe brouglt
ubout the extermination of Sooiet Jeu;s.

Last spring, untler the heading "Report on NIy Husband," the ueeklg of the Czechoslcnak Writeri
Union, "Literarni Listy," published a series of extracts from the nrcmoirs of losefa Slansky, the oidou of
Rudolf Slansky. It is a harrou;ing record of the sadistic uay the toife and children of a purgecl 7taftg leader
ucre treoted by his formcr colleagues, usho tuere al"so hcr oun personal friends.

O\/EMBER 23, 1951 was Klement Gottwald's 55th
birthday. We sent him a gift, Rada's Dedice. It

s'as a picture of the village where he was born. We
thotrght it rvoulcl give him a pleasant surprise.

Gottrvald sent u'ord to Ruda ( affectionate nickname
for Rtrdolf ) that he rvas sick and coulcl not see anyonc.
Ancl yet in the afternoon he sarv comracle Zapotock,v. . .

But rve u'ere invited to spend the evening at
Prernier A. Zapotocky's. He u'as giving a farervell
dinner for a group of Soviet economic advisors who
were retnrning to Moscorv... . The new Soviet
ambassador, rvho had arrived a few hours earlier from
Ir4oscow, rvas there too. He spoke very cordially to
all the guests, including us.

They seated trs in trvo adjoining rooms. In the main
l'oonl were our hosts, the Soviet ambassador with his
rvife, all the Soviet advisors with their wives, Foreign
lr4ini.ster Villianr Siroky with l\'Iargit, and others. They
put us in the second, tinv, room, wltere there rvas only
one rather small table. IJesides trs there '*'ere comrade
Kliment with his u'ife, comrade Malek, one of the
Soviet advisors and comrade Dolansky with Ilsa.. . .

Ilsa sat next to me. We were old friencls and for
many years rve had met almost every day. Stlddenly
she began to recall hou'we had gone on a hunger-
strike together when we sharecl a cell in Pankrac jail.

We rarely spoke about our da1's together in the
Pankrirc cell. Whv does she think about it today? And
s'hv is she being so sel.rtitnerttril? What is on hcltnind?
I fr:el sorry for hcr, but I car.ruot ask hcr here, can I?

Otrr table rvas quite lively, ltut strallgelv enrlttgh rvc:

s-1xlke mainlv about ottr tnetnories.

r0

The Soviet comrades took their leave rather earlv.
As usual at official farewells, rve stoocl in a semi-circle.
lVhen they came to trs, the Soviet women comrades
embraced Ruda and me and they rvept. I was sur-
prised; I had not seen thern often, only on official
o<-'casions.

Comrade Zapotocky askecl us to stav a little longer,
saying that it rvas too soon to leave, and no'*' that rve
had got together....

Comrade Zapotocky shorved us little figures made
rrf bread, the artistic products of the time he spent in
prison. Then he offered to show me the whole villa,
rrs I had not seen it yet. He led me from room to room,
from picture to picture. He showed me even his strrdy.
He rvas unusuallv kincl to rne.

His rvife rvas eqtrally' atteniive to me.
hfter midnight I rrrged Ruda to go homc. He rvas

r;till sick, lre occasionally had gall-bladder attacks and
jt rvas not good for him to stay up late. I asked comrade
N,Iarie Zapotocka to allow me to telephone for a car.
She offered to arrange it herself.

We drove as usual right into the garden. Tlre
garden and the villa were in darkness. I tripped on
the steps. Ruda carrght mc, btrt hc was afraid tlrat
something miglrt have happcnecl to me. He sharply
asked comrade Sip, one of his bodvguarcls, to ffncl
orrt wlrv the lights in the garclen u'ere out ancl to get
them repaired immecliatelr'. Sip lcft u'ithorrt n rvorcl.

An<l therr it lrappencrl.
Wc lverc coming into tlxr hall. Frorn <larkness to

rlirrkness. I u'as ffrst, Iltrcla behincl me. I had hardly
rnarle three steps rvlren the liglrt s'ent on ancl the
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stamping of many heavl' feet could be hearcl. At once,
someone twistecl my arms beltind my back.

Norv that it u'as no longer dark, u'e could see ir
number of men lined up along the u'all, their sub-
machine gllns pointing at us. One foot fonl'ard. Ready
to jump.

Other men were pressing Ruda up against the
nllrro\\' partition betrveen the entrance to the hall and
to the kitchen.

He was stauding upright, his eyes staring in horror
and amazement and at the same time immensely sad.

Literarni Lisfy, April 25,"1968

Sonte fiae ntoiths after her husband's execution,
It[rs. Slansky, haaing spent altnost a Vear and a half
in intet'nment with her two children, intenupted by
Iong periods of interrogation carried out according to
tlw well-knoun methods in the frightful Ruzgne iail,
uas sent to a small Ttlnce near Ostraoa uhere she had
to prooide for lrcrself and her family by extremelg
hard u;ork in a factory uhere she ttsas sabiect to police
prooocations ancl eoen her life uas threatened, Late
in 7953, many ntonths after the d.eath of Stalin and of
Gotttoald, feeli.ng that, toith her health broken by the
long mental torture and physical ill-treatment, she
coukl no longer stand the harsh conditions in uhich
Slta had to lipe and roork, she decided to take the risk
of going to Prague. There she asked one of her ol.dest

friends in the partg leadership, Deprtg Premier VacLao
Kopecky, to receioe her. Unexpectedlg kincl, Kopeckg

-aff ectionatelg nicknnmed V asek-agreed.
Vasek did in fact receive me.
And it was Little Starling here and Little Starling

there. He addressed me by the nickname my friends
have used ever since I was a child. "Dou't be angry
I made you wait a moment, but I am just coming
from a meeting of the Party Central Committee and
I wanted to settle u'ith them what ean be done for
1'ou. And I have the decision right here. You and all
the othel members of your farnily, and comrade
Frankova and the others too, can all move wherever
you like. But of course not to Prague, you know, that
u'ouldn't be good for you yet, you do see that, Little
Starling, don't you?"

He said I would get a letter from Interior Minister
Rudolf Barak. I could call upon any member of the
Central Committee, they rvere all ready to deal with
me, especially comrade Novotny.
' "It u,as clecided that you will get money, too, if
vou need it."

\\h spokc togctlrer for several hours. As usual, hc'
s'irs llrc ouc s'lro tirlltccl lnil harrllv gu\'(. ln(' a c'hancc
to open mv month. "We did not knou', tve had no
idea. We thought a stay in the countl'y, peace, natllr€r,
rve thought tltat u'oulcl be tlre bcst thing for 1'ou. Wh1,

brcclont First

didn't you tell us, u'hy didn't you n'rite to us? Little
Starling, you do understand that we could not
knorv. . . .:'

His secretaries s,ere there. He talked about Ruda,
about tlre old clal's in the Derby Cafe, and lrc kept
saying "our Ruda," "our Ruda." FIe complained bitterly'
aboutGottrvald....

I rvas to dictate tr letter to his secretary, explaining
the conditions in which we were living and asking for
a change of domicile and the return of the things that
had been confiscated ("It is terrible, Little Starling, all
your things have been stolen, they did not behave as
badly to anyone else as to you, you see, Little Starling.
And how is it that they did not even give back Obrovsy's
statue of Bozena Nemcova, I gave you that myself,
you must insist that they give it back, it must be pos-
sible to ffnd it"), some money to buy new things and
then something about getting translations to do-I no
longer remember exactly what else I was to write about
and what was in the letter. I believe they did not give
me a copy.

After that, she returned to her factory. But a short
time hter, she was summoned on "offlcinl business" to
Praguez

Comrade Komarek received us. It was a long, frank,
interesting conversation. He assured us that the
comrade Minister was trying to repair all the injustices.
He promised us money to buy new things, to send me
and the whole family to a sanatorium. I could stay in
Prague and within a week they would ffnd me an
apartment.

I rvas to come btrck in a fortnight. But then he did
not receive me,

And that "week" without an apartment lasted from
December 1953 to April 1958. All that time I slept with
Marta on an inflatable mattress on the floor. I did not
get a work permit. I was not allowed to take up full-
time employment till February 1960!

And obviously the comrades again "knew nothing,"
"suspected nothing." Kopecky sent me word by his

secretary that I was not to try to see him again and
that I had to realize that our conversation was strictly
private. All the doors were slammed shut again '. '.

And so how could I fail to remember Kopecky's
words:

"It was an education for yott, a mirrvellous educa-
tion, wasn't it, Little Starling? It steeled yotr, didn't
it, rvell, )'ou know, an education."

And that rvas tlre only leacler s,lro irr all thosc vctll's--
l'rorn 

.l951 rrntil tocla','-ever spoke to rne personallr'.

Literarti Lisly, Junc 6, 196S

-AFL-CIO Frec Trud<, Uttiort Neus
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With Many Voi ce
Moans round with many voices. Come, -Ilit"lrt:'Tis not too late to seeli a newer world.';

-Tenngson.

The storm signals from Pakistan cannot be ignored The five socialist countries, rvitfi the Soviet Union at
except at our peril' - their head, should be awarded the Nobel peace prize

-Thought, March ]. for having prevented justly and ,""""rri.,tty--irnperial_
ist aggression in Central Europe.

-Academician Todor Pavlov of the Bulgarian
Politbureau, Srufss Press Reoieu a:nd-News

Report, March 3.

-President Nixon, Time, March 7. The minimum programme of the United Front is
simply an agreement that none of them will resign.

The common man is thus left in the lurch. He is
easily annexed, if only in a negative, agitational manner,
to the opposition to the existing social and political
order, , ,

-Basudha Chakravarty, Swaraiya, March 8.

-P. Govinda Menon, Union Law Minister,
Hindu, March 7
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All the people of the world who want freedom are
truly Berliners.

Parliamentary Democracy is all right. I won't say it
has failed in India.

-Vinoba Bhave, Sarpa Seoa Sangh, February 1969.

Nehru told me he had no successor, and Mao told me
almost the same thing.

-Andre Malraux, Encounter, March 1969.

To the Editor,
Fnnrnola Frnsr,
C/o Democratic Research Service.
127, Ir{ahatma Gandhi Road,
Bombay l.

Please enrol me as a wbscriber lo FnrsDor{ Fmsr.
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Indira Gandhi, who is supposed to head the Con-
gress Party in. Parliament, is more anxious to appease
the Communists of India than she is to uphold the
dignity of her Government.

-Current, March 15.

If Maoist China could posses the audacity to twist
the tail of the great Russian bear, had not the Indian
cow sufficient reason to be anxiotts about its own
safety?

-Janata, March 9.

The crisis in the public sector in India is essentially
a crisis of management.

-The Economic Times, March 11.

The Congress still has a role to play. It is strange
that it should u'ish to extinguish itself before its time.

-Hinclustan Tintes, March 14.

Any lingering doubts about the depth of Sino-Soviet
antagonism rvere washed away in the blood that
stained the snowy banks of the Ussuri.

-Time, March 14.

Ivlao reminds the Russians of what he did to India'
The lr{uscovites remincl the Chinese embassy that they

aren't Indians.

-Hetrdlincs in the Econornist (London), March 15'

In lris tirlc i\4r. Krishna ]\{enon rvas knorvn as the

Defencc N'linistcr of Clrina. Norv Mr' Dinesh Singh

can be called the Foreign Minister of Russia'

-L)lraram Yash Dev. Thc Indian Llottitor'
N{arch 15.

Prirtted at lrtbnd Printers, 55 Gamdevi Road, Bombay 7 and Editecl and published for the Democratic Research Service
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