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Let Us Modernise
Our Thinkirg

M. R. Masani, M.P.

HE result of the past budgets of the last trventy
I years has beenrthat this country has made about
the slowest and lowest economic progress, except for
Burma, even in the background continent of Asia.
Trventy years of these policies have reduced this
country to stagnancy and bankruptcy. Our per capita
income at cpnstant rates, taking 1960 values as the
base, has been more or less stagnant. The figure for
1960-6I was Rs. 307 and, by the same token, for 1968-69
it is Rs. 319, a pifling rise.

Inflation, meanwhile, has been taking its toll. Over
the last eight years prices have risen by 73 per cent;
during the last twelve months by seven per cent.
Specially during the last few rveeks, the rate of infa-
tion has become galloping. From November to
January, rvhich are the latest figures lve have, infa-
tion rvas proceeding at the rate of 15 per cent per year.
It is against this back log and pace of inflation that
rve have to judge this budget.

The budget claims certain virtues. Let us examine
to rvhat extent they bear scmtiny. One is improving
the lot of the common man, which would come first;
secondly, increasing savings; thirdly, diffusion of
ownership of economic power; and, fourthly, provid-
ir-r11 crnplovn-rent opportrrnitics.

So ftrr as in"rproving the lot of tlic colr)moll mrur is
concerned, perhaps tlre only little feature of tlic
budget rvhich may be of some trse to somc midclle
class people is vvhat has been callecl the raising of the
exemption limit of income-tax. So far those u'ho dicl
not have incomes over Rs. 4,500 to Rs. 4,800 a year,
which varies according to marriage, children, etc.,
ivere exempted from income-tax. In place of that, a
pifHing rise frorn Rs. 4-800 to Rs. 5,0{X) has b<'t'n lrrorrght
almtrt. Ancl for this a greitt ilrnour)t of cx,clit lras bccn
taken and some ne\\.sptrpels have heen foolish cnotrqlr
to givc heacllines to this tlifling corrcession.

T see nothing in this hudqct that \vill. irr the eonrintr
tryt:['c r1o1tfis, ilrprovrr tlr<r lot irl tlrt' colllnloll ntiut.
Agirinsi tliis, w'e lra.ve put a tlcrrrerrclorts btrr.dcrr ol
t'r'olt.s r,f nrP('1cs of'tdtlitiorrrrl tlirlrtiott itr tlrt'l,r'i:r ,rl'

excise levies and increase of railway freights. The
increase of railway freight means that every commod-
ity except milk and foodgrains, which have been
released under pressure, used by the common people
rvill have now to bear the cost of additional freight
which will be passed on to the consumer.

On top of this come the excise duties. These excise
duties, as rve knorv, are on a wide range of commodi-
ties like aerated waters, sugar, cigarettes, tea, coffee,
kerosene, and so on. Somebody has estimated that, ex-
cept for a very small amount, which might be on air-
conditioners and refrigerators, the bulk of the indirect
taxation this year falls on the lower middle class and
the poor people of this country.

Tlie biggest burden on the poor consumer is going
to be deficit finance. The Planning Commission itself
has admitted that over a period of five years deficit
ffnance should not exceed Rs. 850 crores. In the first two
1'ears of the Fourth Plan, that target is almost being
approached, leaving nothing for the remaining three
years. I say that it is an infationary budget of the
rvorst kind and the cumulative effect of excise duties,
raihvay freight and the printing of currency notes is
going to impose a bbrden of several hundred crores
of rupees on the poorest section of our people.

Nos'I come to savings and investments. All I would
say is that, as far as I can make out, this budget is
goint to dampen further tl-re verl' low average rate
of B per cent of savings of our national product which
rve have managed in the last twenty yeirs. I say this
because this budget transfers another Rs. 170 crores
from the pockets of the saver and the investor to the
sterile pockets of the Government. This is called
"mobilising resources." Tliis is a beautiful phrase that
th<, \farxist.^ lrrr.r'r. coinecl. \\4rat docs this mobilisation
consist ofl It crrnsists of this-thlt a nrpee s'hich in the
prilatt' sector crrnrs ir retunr of 7 paise earns in thc
Stlrte scctor, thc governmental scctor, onli' 2 paise!
Tlrnt is the s'retcl.recl recorcl of our State sector. Every
nrpec of the lls. 170 crores that could have earned
7 pirise for the nation is going to earn 2 paise for us,
that is, a net loss of 5 paise per rupee of the tax-payers'
r"noncy. This is not rnobilisation but demolrilisation of
rcsorrrces. porrrir-rq tJrem into the grrtter.

Thtrn T r.orrrc to thr, cliffrrsion of ol,ncrship. \\/c all
aqree u'itlr the irletr thut trconornic orvnerslrip and

l)o\\'i-'r' slrould lrc sprcii<l rs lr'iclcll' as possible. Tltat
.r';rs ( lrrrrrlhiii s tlrotrqht. lJrrt this llrclqet, lar h'om
(llllu.\inq ori rt'r'sirr1r, lriac'c s rrrotc' oi it irr iirr: lrittrtlr ,ri
Llrol;r, r"llo 11o rtot ltltv tltxr'.s :tttcl lcctttt'tttlatc frlrtrtrtes
i:r lr'i'r, l: l!()l)i'\'.



Freedonr. First

Nou' I come to employment opportunities. The
budget has some gimmicks to create emplolment, as
if employment can be created by allocating funds in
a budget. Rs. 27 crores are put aside for various
schemes. They are good. I have no objection to rural
welfare schemes or if roads are built and wells are dug.
But to think or say that by providing some money in
the budget the unemployment problem is going to be
solved rvould amount to this that we are throwing dust
in our o\r'n eyes. It may give employment to a ferv
Iakhs of people for a few years. That is all. It cannot
solve the unemployment problem permanently.

Mrs. Gandhi thinks, she has said so, that she is in
the company of "forward looking people." I rvish she
was, because then I can see a bright future for our
country. Alas, she does not know that the fact is that
she is not. She seems to be living, according to her
budget and her policies, in the era of the kind of
\{arxism that young people like her and others picked
up in the Universities in England in the middle thirt-
ies. In the middle thirties, it was fashionable to be a
Marxist, and all young people naturally picked this up
as no doubt she did also. I suggest to her that it is
time she moved from rvhat she learnt in Cambridge or
in London in middle thirties. Things have moved since
then. Socialism the world over has changed. Take
countries like West Germany thrrt practise socialism
because now, Mr. Willy Brandt, the leader of the
Social Democratic Party, is the Chancellor of West
Gennany. If you examine the prograrnmes of the
Su'edish socialist party or the German socialist partr',
you rvill ffnd that this kind of budget, this kind of
planning has no place in their nrake-up,

I rvill read a passage from the prograrnme of the
German Social Democratic Party which sounds like
a passage from the programme of the Su'atantra Party:

"Free choice of consumer goods and services, free
choice of working place, freedom for employers to
exercise their initiative and freo competition are
csscrrtiul conclitions of ir Soc'irrl l)r.rnocrirtic econo-
nric policr'."

It goes on to say:
"The Social Democratic Party, therefore, favours a
free rnarket wherever free compctitiou really exists.
As much competition as possible, as little planning
as necessary."

I coulcl go on reacling frorn the Srvedish socialist
mrrnifesto. I conrnrcncl to NIrs. Gancllri a little book.
20tlr Ccntmtl Socialinn by IUrs. Rita Hinclen, n \\'oman
socialist in England. Above all, I s'orrlcl likc her to
rcarl this book u'hic'lr I arn slrorvirrg Lo lrcr': if shc s-ill
look irt it-'l'ltt' L-ttltt't Itt! :i(]r'ir'11l In' Djills. r qrr':rt
ct.lnuntrttist. IIt'rvus lr ('ornrrrruti-^t till rccentlr,. FIe hlrs
It'artrt. lrt'r'irrrst' lrc is rrtovinq u'ith thc timci. anrl he
sitvs u'lrrLt I ltrrr
,r'or rlrl listcrr:
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"The philosophical foundations of lvlarxism laid
dorvn in the mid-nineteenth c€nturv and svste-
rnatized by the eighteen-seventies, have ,emained
in essence unchanged, while the modern sciences
have been pushing forward inexorably."

What does he say? He says that the choice before the
world is Lenin on the one side and Gandhi on the other.
He was a great Marxist-Leninist and he describes in
his book horv Lenin was his ffrst prophet and how he
turns to Gandhiji.

And what do we do? We form a committee to cele-
brate the centenary of Lenin, distinguished by fellow-
travellers, and build up this man who openly pro-
claimed his belief in lying, deceit, murder and treach-
ery for the benefft of the Communist Party. We try to
elevate him in this country with the patronage of our
Prime Minister, and at the same time we turn our
backs on Mahatma Gandhi.

This budget does not represent 2fth century demo-
cratic socialism. This budget is a refection of the kind
of decadent, reactionary State capitalism which has
been so far practised by despots like Nkrumah .of
Ghana and Soekarno of Indonesia. I was in Ghana
for a meeting in Januarv. People said to me: "Do not
talk of socialism here. It is a dirty rvord, because
Nkrumah has rulgarised this rvord so much that
people will not look at anyone rvho calls himself a
socialist." Do we u'ant that day to come in this
country, and it n'ill come if this goes on. People will
spit at the word "socialism." It is a good word rvhich
I have professed for many years and I still accept the
objectives. The objectives of socialism are good
objectives. They are a classless, equal and free society.
But, unforhlnatell', the methods of socialism are the
slou'est and the most impossible methods to get to
those objectives.

Therefore intelligent socialists like the Germans, the
Srvedes and the British discard them as rusty, out-
dated weapons and take up new weapons ',r'ith which
tlte Cennan socialists. thc Ss'eclish and othc.rs have
taken thc'ir couutric.s fonvarcl.

If the Prirnc trlinister n'allv s'ants to nrodernisc
the country, I can asstrre her that pcople like rne *'ill
be rvith her. But before she can modernise the country,
she will have to moclernise her orvrr thinking, and thc
thinking of many of her colleagues.

Mr. B. K. Nehm-I'vvill quote one Nelrru to anothcr,
because it may make a bigger clent than I can hope
to-has ptrt his finger on the spot in cliscrrssing the
rnentalitv oI the kincl of socialists sittinq there. I'Ie
saYs:

"Tlrert' is ignolanc'c aborrt tlrc rratrrre of rttoclcrn
rr','rrltlr. \forlt'rrr s't'rltlr is totallv cli{l'erent in kincl
to tllrtlitiornl rit'riltlr; llrcst' trvtr kirr,is r,l u,t itltlt rtri.
not createrl thr: sarnc: u'ar', tlrt,ir social corrscqttcn-
(.r's :r1..\ r-ntirclr. rliflr,rr.nl rrrrrl tlrc lnllnn('r tlrr.rcfrlrr,

(OorlittrtL rl ttn l)trgt i )



Laos & Cambodia-Communist Infilrrarion ,

Adam Adil

pRESENTLY, Laos presents a classical example ofr comrnunist aggression and treachery. Taking
advantage of the rveak military position of the Laotian
government, communist North Vietnamese and Pathet
Lao troops nearly overran the Plain of Jars and inflict-
ed a near defeat on government forces. The demo-
cratic rvorld rvas shocked but rvas helpless to come to
the rescue of Laotian government. In the United
States even rvell-meaning people u'ere afraid that
rvhile America rvas on the verge of pulling back from
Vietnam she might get involved more deeply in the
Laotian crisis. The American anxiety to be out of
trouble is natural, particularly when the rest of th9
democratic rvorld does not actively cooperate in
America's defence of democracy against communist
aggression in South-East Asia. But that raises a relevant
question: Will the South-East Asian countries be
allou'ed to be easy victims of communist betrayal
once tl.re United States pulls out of Vietnam and Britain
u'ithdraws its troops and disbands its bases east of
Suez by 1971? This is not to suggest that America
or Rritain should be the only defenders of democracy
rvhenever it is threatened by communist totalitarian-
ism. In fact it is the primary clutl' of Asian dernocracies
Iike Japan, India, Ceylon and Malaysia to be con-
cerned r.vith the fate of clemocratic regimes in South-
East Asian countries and take concerted steps to pro-
tect tl.rem frorn communist threats and subversions.
Thc events in Laos l-rave madc this task more urgent.
It rvoulcl be fatal if u'e are oblivious of what is happen-
ing in Laos.

In tl're rvake of their victories on the Plain of
Jars the Commtrnists swiftly captured Xieng Khonang,
then moved south and east torvards the government
position at Mrrong Soui. It \r/as easv for the communist
forc't's to neutrrrlise Nlrrong Sorri's airstlip and rnlkt'
lt'irli-lrct,rtreut inrpossilrlc. The 100-rnrrr.r govenl-
nrent garrison had no trltcmativc ltut to ptrll orrt rrnclcr
the cover of darkness.

It u'as quite clear tl-rat the govel'nmcnt forces in the
Plain of lars u'ere not in a position to holcl on for long
in tlre face of cletermined attacks bv communist forces
,rr4ricl'r s'ere superior in ntrmber as rvell as in eqrrip-
ment. The capital, Vierrtizrnc s'as alrcadv pessimistic
alrorrt thc capacitv of govcnrnt'nt troops. Tlris pcssint-
isnr u'as trnder.^tanclablc. It \\'as u knou'rr lact tlrltt
Hrrnoi had 50,ffi0 troops in Laos - it had arouncl 16,(XX)
irr tlre ['lnin of Jtrs. I]t:sick's. thc <'ornr.nrrnist Pathet
Llo itsr'lf lrarl over 50.OlO. .\qainst tlris formirlrrlrlo
frlrc't'. tlrt' governlrtt'rtt Iutrl onlr (lrl.1;11,, rt'grrlrirs irrrrl
irrrothcr 10.U)0 i\lt'o guerrillir figlrtt'rs urrrlcr Cllr'ral
Vlrrrq l)itrr.

Till nou', the u'ar between Communists and govern-
ment forces rvas of a seesaw pattern. The Plain of Jarshad changed hands many times - sometimes
government forces occupying it and at other times
Communists seizing it. In other areas also each side
knerv the extent to rvhich it could proceed against the
other. In other s'ords, each side knew its limitations
ancl observed a sort of code of its own.

But this time, horvever, there rvas genuine fear that
the communists might attempt more than they had
done in the past. It u'as feared that they would move
West and cut the road link betrveen Vientiane and the
royal capital of Luangprabang. If this happened, it
rvould seriously jeopardise the position of government

-in fact major part of Laos would be at the mercy
of tlre communist forces. It was also feared that the
Communists might drive south u'ith new targets in
vielr', rvhich u'ould be equally serious. In this case,
particularly vulnerable lvould be Sam Thong, head-
quarters of the U.S. aid operations in Northern Laos,
and Long Cheng, a secret base for guerrilla operations
conducted by the C.I.A. From the strategic point of
'rris11', the latter rvas very important as it successfully
conductecl operations against Communists rvhich could
affect the fortunes of u'ar in Laos. It rvas here thdt
the Lacrtian guerrilla soldiers r,vere trained by American
per.sonnel in a variety of technical rvar activities. It
\\'as a to\\'nship of 40,000 people - Asians and Ameri-
cans - :rll cleclicatcd to one prlrpose - the u'inning of
rvar. Neither the Laotians nor the Americans coulcl
afforcl the falling of this strategic place in the hands
of the enemv. Hence there rvas trneasiness because
of the possibility of enemy attack.

At the first instance, Hanoi was keen on the recon-
quest of the Plnin of Jars for turo reasons: Firstly, it
plovirlcs tlrc Noltlr \/ic,tnantc'sc a nrrrc,h biggcr ltrrffcr
ilrorrrtrl its llorrtier'. st'corr<llr'. it protr.c'ts tht' Ho (lhi
\lirrh 'I'rlil. s'hich s('r'\'cs as a lifc line for communist
t'ar in S<mth Vietnam. Acconling to the irrforrnation
availlble, muclr qrcatel trirffic passes througl.r the Trail
nou' thitn at irnv time bcfolc. ancl North \/ietnam
'rvoulcl not like this traffic to be disrupted. The U.S.
is, hon'ever, cleterminecl to resort to most concentrated
Il-52 :rttacks on the Trail a"- u,t'll as neirr the Plain of
liu's. Natrrnrllr' Flanoi l'as proloked to declare, "T'he
.{.nrcric'rrrr Irnpt'riali.sts arrd tJrcilvak'ts in Laos mttst
lrc lrelcI rcsponsilrlc for tlrc c'ons('qucr(]es follos'ing
tlrt'il irrtt'rrsifir'irtiorr oI tlrt' rrirr."

Il ic n()t orrlv l,rrns lh:rt tlrc Nrrlth \/ir.tnarncsc hacl
irrliltllLtrtl rrrto nr ir nlllssr\'(' \\ii\'. L.lttttlrrrtliit tott n:is
rr sirrriliir rictirrr t-rl tlrtir irr[iltr.rrtiorr. 1'1it' dcposccl
(l,rrrrlr,rrli;n, II,.:r,l,rl llr, Sl;rlr I)tit,rr' \ororlrttn



Frectlont First

Sihanouk, rnight lrave been uneasy at the infiltration
by the North Vietnamese. In fact in Carnbodia, if re-
ports s'ere correct, there u'ere nearlr' 40,000 North
Vietnamese troops. While the Prince could fulminate
against the Arnericans even over minor issues he show-
ed his helplessness at the infiltration by the North
Vietnamese. This u'as rather strange because the Prince
was not a naive person not to understand the implica-
tions of such a massive infiltration into his territory.

The latest developments in Cambodia which have
resulted in the overthrow of Prince Norodom
Sihanouk vvhile he was avr/ay in lvloscoq' shows that
the Cambodians - especially the army officers - were
not happy at Prince's policies. There rvas seething dis-
content against Prince's near connivance rvith the
North Vietnamese and the Chinese. Therefore, the first
act of the ne!\' go\/ernment headed by lvlr. Chen Hing
was to take up implicitly anti-North Vietnamese and
anti-Chinese attitude.

The nerv Cambodian Prime lvlinister, General Lon
Nol has asked for the return of the International Con-
trol Commission to his country "to put an end to the
occnpation of Cambodian territory" by North Viet-
namese and Viet Cong armed units. The Commission
had acljourned sine dic six months ago by its olvn un-
animous decision follou'ing Prince Norodom Sihan-
ouk's call for its rvithdrawal because of the financial
hurden of contributing to its maintenance.

Btrt the nerv Cambodian Premier has appealed to
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the trvo co-Chairmen of the Geneva Conferences:
Russia and Britain, to ask the Commission to start
functioning again. It is doubtful if Russia rvould res-
pond as General Lon Nol's move is against the North
Vietnamese. Russia has already taken a negative
attitude to the question of reconvening the Geneva
Conference to consider the Laotian situation. It is true
that the International Control Commission can on its
ovvn, return to Cambodia and start functioning. But
the important question is rvhether Poland which is a
member of the Commission along with India, can
agree to an anti-North Vietnamese move.

The Cambodian Premier, General Lon Nol cannot
be unaware of these hurdles in the rvay of the I.C.C. He
ciunot be also una\\/are that I.C.C. even if it starts
functioning in a normal way, will not be much efiective
in securing the withdrawal of North Vietnamese forces
and Viet Congs from Cambodian territory. Therefore,
the primary motive behind the moves of Cambodian
Premier in relation to International Control Com-
rnission, is to rvin the rvorld sympathy for the Cam-
bodian cause.

It is, therefore, imperative for the democratic world
to realise that both Laos and Cambodia are seriously
endangered by the infiltration and aggression by the
North Vietnamese and Viet Congs. While the United
States is naturally reluctant to involve itself more
deeply in the South-East Asian problems, it is the
primarl' duty of Asian democracies to come to the
resclre of Laos and Cambodia in their hour of national
peril. Will the Asian democracies rise to the occasion?
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in rvhich society has to treat them rnust also be
whollydifferent......
"AIl the u'ays of growing rich before the inclustrial
revolution involved the exploitation by the strong
of the u'eak, by the privileged ferv of the unprivil-
eged rnajoritl'. Wealth was limited; the rich could
llot qro$'riclr rvitlrotrt robbing the p<xrr'. No s'oncler
tlrcn that in a socictv suclt irs orrrs u'here tltc ccononrv
has only frnctional[, movecl into the inclustrial area
ancl u'hich has hardh' \'et been touched by the
present scientiffc and technical revolution, the
mincls of the people should be attuned to the con-
cept that there is something immoral in the ownel'-
ship of rvealth.

Tlris is n'hat tlre brrclget is basecl on. T'hen he goes on
to sar-:

"\[oclcrn n'caltlr is not limited; it is c.irpablc of
bcing increasecl u,ithotrt anv lirnit rvhatsocver."

That is, u'itlrorrt cxltloiting arrr l,,,.lr . Tl ris is rvlrirt I
irrtt tnir"trl to sav to tlrr. l)rirne \lirristt'r. l.r't rrs all
,rcllr':'rtis,'orit'o\\ n tltirrl.ir,q. Lt,l rr: kr.( l) rlr rr iilr rr i,;rl
is lriDllt'tritrg irr tlrt'rcst ol tlrr: urlllcl. I-t'l rrs rroL stick
trt rr lrirt u'r' lclrnt tltiriv ot' lirrtr r r,llr'\ llqo.

i lt)in (i .\i)t i I tl til i tiiIttutrLtil
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Some Suggestions
Jayaprakash Narayan

f IKE all other backrvard countries, this country too
L l.lo, ha<l trvo problems, namellr, those of cliange
ancl development. In regard to both a mistaken notion
has been persisting since the very beginning. Gandhiji
sought to rectify this notion but he did not get enough
time to do so. This rnistaken notion was, and is, that
change and developrnent can be effected through state
power. Onlv Gandhili knerv the limitations of state
po\\'er and so he aclded to it the flavour of iana shakti
(people's porver). At the same time he also kneu,
that the traditional spontaneous initiative of the masses
in this cnuntrv had been deliberately killed in the
British period. That is why, even after Independence,
an awakened, organised and effective people's power
rvirs found rvanting in this country. People's minds
u'ere full of dependence upon a governlnent rvhich
thev called tlteir mai-bap (father and mother) rather
than b1' a spirit of self-help and self-reliance.

In ple-British days, India had thousands of years'
old village institutior.rs and caste panchagats; it had
guilds ( called shreslthis) of traders and artisans in
towns. There was a long line of saintly orders (of
sadhus, sants and bhikkhus) and of educational and
spirittral institutions (ri.shilculas, gurukulas and
oiharas), all independent of state and government and
relying trpon popular funds and support. It were these
institutions u,hich ensured, arnidst political upheavals,
the smooth fou' of the nation's lifestrearn in its varied
rivulets. Dtrring llritish nrle. tl.rese instittrtions broke
or languished; they became ineffective. This was in
Gandhiji's mind when he planned to awaken and
organise people's power. He thought of mobilising the
total Indian population for the sake of national recon-
struction, but then his dream vanished with him. It
is norv 22 .vears since he departed. Vinobaji has done
sornethir.rq on tlrc litrc's poirrtcrl out lx' Girnclhiii btrt a

Iot rernaius to lrc clone.
What ilre thc' lirnitrrtit)rts, \'otl rnay ask, of state

power, in tlte context of change and developr.tretrt. One
is that clrange cr'rrt ltot be effcctecl bv mere conttnrrnds.
bv lau' or by pal,ments. For c'hange, people must be
persuaded; their attittrcles must change. We have so

nrany liru's olr our stitttttc: books ltcrtaining to un-
torrc'lrirbilitr', prolribitiorr. clor','t'r', lirnd refortns. tnaxi-
nrrrrn rntt'r'r'st ltIrrrissilrlt' ott ltlittls. ruittittrtttn \\'tIgcs.
irrcr.lnrc Irrx. llt ict' cotttt'ol, ctc., ltrrt u'lrat palt of theni
has bcctr irrtplcnrcrtte<l? Slogarrs t'c:ltrt itt the ait'; dou'rr
rvitlr cirPitalisrrr. lrrit t apitulisrn ds'ells itr tli<' rnitrtls
ol ortt'crlrrtrlot) l)('()l)l(. :)r,(tit.ltstu (ittl tr()t ilt t'stlrlritsli.',i
l,-r liru, lol il is il. \\'iIv ti[ ]ifc, rt vrtlttt'svstt'rrt. rtltic]r
r',rr, l,,. irrslilrri,'il. lt,lt lrv lr'.'::rl t',r('l( i()ll. llrrt lx ttttivt't'

sal educative efforts, rvhich can be made by'r'oluntar)-
organisations and volunteers alone.

In regard to der.eloprnent too, tlre situation is sirni-
lar and this is now admitted by those in authority.
Thev confess that their development schemes did not
rneet rvith expected success because people's coopera-
tion did rlot come forth. The cmcial question, how-
el'er, is not of people's cooperation as of arvakening the
people's initiative. If this iuitiative is aroused, the
people themseh'es rvill come fonvard to make deve-
lopment effort and the question rvill then become, not
of people's cooperation, but of goDernnrcnt's coopera-
fion with the people. Initiative of the people, on thb
other hand, can not be aroused by commands and
cornmanders, or by plans made at the top and the
money allotted for the plans. This rvas amply demon-
stratecl by the comrnunity developrner.rt plans rvhich
robbed the villages of whatever little mutual coopera.
tion they hird preserved in their communities. This
rvork too can be done only by volunteers who go to
the people to serve them, and hear before they tell.

Thus, both for development and change, hundreds
of thousands of volunteers Are called for, but wl.rere
are such .voutl-r and citizens rvho would spare even
their leisure hours for the task of national reconstnrc-
tion? The ugly face of politics has been unveiled but
that alone seems to hold attraction; politics is rvhat
people talk about ancl rvhat thev aspire, rs if the ftrture
of the countrv dependecl on it.

This decade at the outset has given a wanring
tliat if the rates of grorvth and change are not quick-
enecl, the countrv rvill be doorned. Even with a suc-
cessful rvorking familv planning programme, oru pre-
sent population of 540 million u,ill gros' into 665 mil-
lion by 1980. Our present number of unernployeds,
u'lric'lr is l3 rnilliorr. u'ill lrt' rnorc' thirn d<rrrlrled. to
27 rnillion, lrv tht't.rrcl of tltc forrrtlr fir'e vt'ar plirn.
Tliest' trr'o figr.rrc's alt' sttfficict.tt s'anting tlrirt rve have
no tinre to esc:rpe otrr uational obliqations lt1' ;tassing
thenr or.r to tlrc nclrlinistrators.

I rvoulcl like to srrllnrit ir feu' rvolcls in tlrc cotrtcrt
of political challengcs ancl possibilities to the politi-
c:rl lcaclers ancl tlrosc in atrtlroritr'. In 1967, the Lok
Sirllha lrskcrl tlre Clcntnil Colet'trnrcrlt to altltorrtt lrtr

all-prrrtv cornrnitter: to fintl ll c'rrre for tlrc diseasc' of
fiottr-crttssirrtI. This c'ttttrtttittt't' ri as t'otrstitrrtt'cl lrttclct'

Slrr i \'. li. (ilraliin's lcirtlclslrill r.ttrrl it sul>rnittccl its
lr'1rorl cirllv lust vt'itt-. .\s rt tttt'tttlrt'r'ol tiritt (,<llltnrittt't'
lltttl its ll r'ltll('ll- I lrtsi.\( l.llltL tlrr' '.'rJ\\illlll('ltt lllll)!

lr'.irr,1 u llill irr tlrL'ttt'xI st'.s:;iot: rtf I'rLl'lirttttt'trt to ilrllllr'-
nti'rrr tlrl r',.,,1t11,,11'll1lirr1,. ,'11rlr;r'li,'rl irr llltl t'r'lrrrrt
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Some amendments in the People's Representation
Act seem to be necessary. Election has become very
expensive and is day by day becoming more so. This
has constantly been pointed out but nothing has been
done about it. Many years ago late President Rajendra
Prasad drew the attention of Pandit Jawahar Lal
Nehru torvards this fact. Imrnoral practices in elections
are also on the increase. As the number of parties
grows, among other evils,, one more evil is added that
frequently, if not usually, legislators are elected on
minor percentages of the electorate. There are some
other defects too, discovered in the election system.
This is no occasion to suggest remedies for all those
defects but I r.vill definitely like to suggest that the Gov-
ernment of India or Lok Sabha must, rvithout further
delay, appoint a high power committee for amending
the Act, The Committee should submit its re1rcrt soon,
so that the Act can be amended before the next gene-
ral elections.

Another problem is becoming clear day by day, for
which too an amendment of the Constitution seems to
be obligatory. I have already spoken of political in-
stability in more than half the states in our countn'.
The same situation has now ariseu at the Centre due
to the split in the Congress Party. With the support
of some opposition parties, at the moment, the Union
Governrnent is not expected to fall soon, but rve cannot
ignore the fact either that such a thing can happen
any day. Then if do not arm ourselves with constitu-
tional and institutional provisions in ottr Constitution
today, to meet such an emergency, the instability at
the Centre, tog.ether rvith general instability in the
states, car-r lead to dangerous political and economic
consequences. We do have a provision for President's
Rtrle, btrt the Constitution is trot cleur about the sl.rirpe

rvhich this Rule should take in tlre Centre.
An all-party Council for National Conventions was

called to discuss the situation arising out of the general
elections in 1967, in which all parties, except
Swatantrrr, wero represented, T'his Council suggestecl,

inter rtliu, that au irclvisorv Presicler.rt's Council should
be constittrtecl irt tlre (lcntlt'. chitlgetl s'ith tlre iask <l[:

aclvising tlrc Presiclent tlu sttch corttplt'x lrut importilnt
functions as tltc imposition of Plesiclcnt's Rttlc ovc'r
tlre states; dissohrtion of state assemltlies; ol appoint-
ment of govLrrnors. The Aclvison' Ctlrrtrcil, it *'irs trtirclc

clear, r,i'as not intended in an,v u'av to limit the autl-ro-
rity of the Union Government, lrut onlv to clear the
dotrbt or susiricion arisirrg amorlq tlrc people that tht'
partt' in po\ver irt tltc (lerrtrcr tttitv stlttri'tittrc ttst' tltt'
go\'ornors irrtlilt'r:tlv to set'\.c its partisarr irttt'rt'sts.

Sonr(: suggcstion.s rcglrcling thc' corrtPosition ol' this
[,r.t'sitlt.nt's (,]orrrri.il u'r.r'r' :rlso ,qir-r'rr r'!ri<.lr irr<.lrrrl,'rl
tlrll tlrr' \'ict'-i't'r'sitll'rrt slroulrl lri' ilrr (lortr':'tr.t'. lts
rrrt'rrrlrers slrorrlti lrt' tlrc l't'itrtt' \litristtl or-. iir lris
irlrsi'nc'c., lris notnittci', lltt c..r-cltic'f jrrstic'c of tlrc Srrp-
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reme Court and ffve other persons authentically
known for their integrity and impartiality. These ffvL
persons should be nominated by either'an electoral
college of speakers of state assemblies presided over
pf the Speaker of the Lok Sabha, or by ihe president,
but in consultation rvith, and the coisensus of, the
leaders of various parties in Parliament.

It seems to be evident that in the present political
situation, sugh a provision has become absolutely
necessary. The suggestion I have spoken of is nol
perfect or ffnal. It is only a pointer to the problem.
During the trvo years, since this suggestion was made,
unexpected falls have come in our political sihration.
So, it need not be stressed again and again that con-
crete steps must soon be taken in this direction.

Further, I have asked that Article 26.3 of the Con-
stitution be amended and a Constitutional Council
should be formed to settle disputes betrveen the states
and the Centre. Let me clarify the difierence between
the two Councils. The Constitutional Council shall
settle clisputes ancl its decisions shall be binding like
those of the high courts. The President's Councif shall
be an advisory bocly though, in my opinion, it should
be obligatory in order to strengthen iis hands that its
advice tendered to the President from time to time
be published for general information.

f have some more suggestions to make in the present
situation which are minor but seem to me important.
The first is about administrative refonns. Since we
became independent, the adrninistratiye system we
inherited frorn the British has been bitterly criticised
bv everyone, from Jarvaharlalji to Indiraji. To call it
outdated is the least one says about it. But rvhat is
amazing is tlrat tlrough several committees have recom-
menclecl reforrns in tlris svstem, like Sou], it remains
unchanged. Whenever a question is raised about it, a
Committee is constituted, which in due course sub-
mits a scholarly- l'eport and then that report is filed.
Only the other day the AIR reportecl a recently-elect-
ecl chief nrinister's declaration that he u'as seriouslv
considering the appointment of an administrative en-
rlrrin' c'ornrnittec irr liis state. Evr:n if this qcntlcntan
rc.rrririrrs at his post rrritil thc corlntitterJs report is
receivecl, I lravc no clorrltt, its recornmenclirtions rvill
meet thc sarnc fitte as of the ltumerous other cornrnit-
tees. frorn ^{pplehv Conrr.nittce onn'urcls. The neecl is
not to studv this qtrestion.repeatecllv, but to bring
about lmlcllv the necessan'funclamental reforms on the
basis of availablc studics ancl cxpcricr.rccs s'ithout
delar'. With rnv c.xperience gathered in serving the
1'lcopk', I c'irn siiv n,itlrrrrrt lrcsitation th:rt if this is not
tlortr. rlrricklr', tlrc c'rltrrrtn's rlc'r'c:lollrrrcnt, tlrc' implc-
rncntltiorr of thc lrcst llolic.ics of llrc rr<tvt rrrnrt'rrt, tht'
socill ntllerrt' sclrt.rrrt.s, irll rrill rt,rrriLirr Iiutlr.

\lr i,llr,'r' :rr,-1r1t,slirrr i: il1;q1 r1,,.,,'l,rirrr,ri .\,,,1.: 1,,,

1,,'pt lriool lrorrr rrllilir'lrl 1lt(,i't(liilti(,s. lt ir 1r,
( Ct,ntittrtttl rttt ltutc I I \
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Taslc Of Ra dicalism
B. N.

MR il,{AYHEW'S booko is adlressed. to answer
rvr some questions which intelligent supporters of
any political party in a live democracy may pose.
Using his olvn experience as a guide he writes semi-
autobiographically as a working politician of the
British Labour Party about rvhat the party sought to
achieve before the lvar and rvhat it actually achieved
rvhen entrusted rvith real porver, the difference in
approach between the ts'o dorninant political parties
in the U.K., Labour and Tories, the changes needed
in them to face the tasks of the future and so on. In
doing so the author, rvhile recognising the struggle
between conscience and party discipline, accepts the
limitations on objectivity imposed on a practicing poli-
tician and yet is prepared to reveal failures in the
hope that he may' 'sleep vvell at nights but on a com-
paratively humble bed.' The result has been 'a mth-
less reappraisal of ourselves (N'I.P.s ) and oru own
role.'

lrlr. Mayherv opens the account, naturally enough,
with the infuences that operated on him in the for-
mative years in his home, his school and his univer-
sity including those of G.D.H. Cole rvhom he con-
siders as his mentor. He then describes the impracti-
cable solutions to the problems of the day born out of
his youthful exuberance, his encounters u'ith the more
senior among the Laborrr Party rvhose approach was
then considered utopian though rnixed rvith a certain
measure of pragmatisrn. In his search for a solution of
a rnore egalitarian society' he discards the Russian
model particularly because of its stifing atmosphere
for' developn.rent of tlre inclividual. He is equally im-
partial in his attack on race relations in the U.S.A.
The implied criticisrn of other sy'stems of Govern-
ment then prevailing leacls one to expect an attenrpt
at self-jtrstification, lnt ir closel reirchlng of the book
clispcls tlris iurprcssiort.

l\lr'. \lullrc'u''s rcrlrurinttncc. u itlr sc'rious politics
l;cgan in the 'tliirties u'lren the Rritish countrvsicle
\\ras l'ecovcl'ing from the effects of the depression. The
clcrscriptiorrs lic lras givcn of fitrrn s'orliels ar.rcl \\/elsh
miners of those clal's are poignaut in spite of thc:
protection s'hich the latter had of trade unions along
with the re'st of tlie inchrstriirl lrrbour force; the main
cause in cithel c'ase u'ns the cL'critl of trnemplovment.
Tlrt' siglrt ol' tlrc t'ntirt' r'ornrtrrrrriti' livirrg ott cloles crttr

inclc'ccl lrc dc1>rc'ssirr{. lh- tltc tirrrc \{r. N'[a1'heu'
lrcr.irnrc ir rnatrrrt politic'ian in tht' 'sixtics the sittratiotr
clrirrrgt'tl llt't orrtl lecrrgtritiotr. Tltc t'tottotny u'irs lr'orli-

, ,l r..ir I , , r | .. i r..,1 ,.,.1..... ,,,.1,.,.,..,1
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wage rates had considerably improved and difieren-
tials behveen them narrowed. With rise in living
standards, workers, irrespective of where they were
employed, started experiencing crises of expectations
and aspirations justified in part by rising levels of
productivity, farm or non-farm. lVhile this has been
the phenomenon in all advanced countries, N,Ir.
\Ia1,hevi' gives a big chunk of the credit for this to
the post-u'ar Labour Governments which endeavoured
to intloduce rvelfare policies deliberately. He does not
rvithhold, horvever, rvhat is due to the Tories rvho if
thev so desired could l'rave soft-pedalled reforms. The
result has been the blurring of distinction in domestic
policies between the parties and the special consti-
tuencies from which each derived electoral suppoft.
Post-rvar Parliamentary debates on such issues have
assumed the character of rnock fight because both
Government and Opposition have in the party a
sufficient number of middle of the road' M.P.s whose
voice may count. This does not mean, horvever, that
there are no issues rvhich divide tJ-ris gloup and make
the trvo political elements in it side with the more
extrerne sections in their respective parties. By and
lalge, hon'ever, Ir{r. N,Iayherv's conclusion is that "M.P.s
do not effectively influence the executive, cannot
effectively represent the vielvs of their constituents and
are prevented from voting sufficiently often in
accordance with their conviction".

This discussion brings Mr. Mayheu' to the central
theme of the book: the changes rvhich are neeclecl in
the British political system in order to cope rvith tlre
challenge of the future. It is here that be examines
different alternatives like the establishment of a thircl
part,v carved out of the two major ones, the An.rerican
svstem of the President and his executive and the like.
His verdict is in favour of sornething *4rich cotrld be
cvollercl fr<lr.r.r u'itliin tlrr. llritish slstcrrr itst,l[. IL'
tnrsts that tlie Cron'thcr Cornnrission u'hich is crrrrcnt-
11.' examining tlrese issues u'ill corne otrt u'ith an
appropriirtc solutior-r. He al.so expects that the Com-
mission l'ill exarninc thc qucstion of hos' tlre stancling
of the N4.P.s cotr'lcl be improved at a tirne when the
real difference bets'een tlre pirltics no longer jrrstifics
an all-out party rvarfare as in the U.S.A.

Ancl vet rr'itlr all the aclrieverncnts of the post-u'ar
r.'ears the peoplt, in llritirin tecl tlrirt thr,'il socirrl rtnrl
econornic adr-irncc hls rrrisfircrl - lt cottc'lttsiort strrtt'd
br' \lr. \lirvlicu' orr tltt' lxtsis of Crrlltrp pttlls or{:rrrist'<l
irr tlrc crrurrtr'l'. Tlrt'fir'c tlt'l't'c't:; irr tlrt'tit:r'r')oprrrt'rrt
t,i i,tit.iirr itr li,.t lir'ttrr irir ....,.' ,i.,1,..j 1,, l,',,, .,,,
(i i tlrt. s,rcictl rir'.flcr'ls'lt,,nr'rtr {'rtclor in lcr'irtrolrt'Jir';tl
rli'. ,'l,rInrlrrt ( ii t tlro srlcictv crciltes sl lcssr':; lrl'
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stimulating ariiffcial consumer needs, ( iii ) it oversti-
mulates the sense of grievance against each other,
(iv) it creates a climate for delinquency and (r') it
neglects mental health. He illustrates (i) rvith specitrl
reference to multi storey drvellings. Advertising is the
obvious target of (ii ). The instance quoted to establish
(iii) needs to be quoted. "A young man of twenty-
three recently came to my sulgery rvho had a familv
of five children and a sixth 'on the way.' He rvanted
the Borough Council to provide him with a four-
bedroom flat instead of his present three-bedroom flat.
When I asked politely rvhether it rvas by design he
was having such a large family so soor1, he replied
that'it rvas'.'I'r'e got a good job. I can look after tl-rem.'
'But rvhat about housing them?' I asked. 'Well tliat's
up to the Borough Council isn't it,' he replied and
cornplained bitterly of the delays and difficulties he
had been meeting with". As to (iv) N4r. Ir{ayherv dis-
agrees with the thesis that poverty and unemployment
are the major cause of crime by citing the example
of British people "rvho have become better off, better
educated and more delinquent than evel before."
N{ental illhealth is more gr less a conseqllence of causes
stated. For each of these ills the remedies suggestecl
make one feel that Mr. N{ayherv is unable to shake
off his traditional garb.

C)f particular interest to trade uuion rvorkers are
r\,Ir. Nlayhew's observations on changes rvhich have
taken place in the attitude of labour. The new worker
is different from the old, so is a new factory ol a nelir
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mine, as also the nerv tools a rvorker has to handle.
For a trade union in the thirties there was something
to fight for: unernploy'ment, lor,v rvages, poor housing
and the like. Nerv rvolker does not recognise these
problems. The old appeal for- socialisrn does not appeal
to him anv longer. And rvith a better living of 'masses'
in the u'orking population, the political loyalties are also
not as exclusive as thev rvere before. What is more, the
nes, worker is shorving an element of apathy towards
his organisation and for this the reason is not merely
the 'generation gap' betlveen the r,vorkers and trade
union leaders. Several issues that irk labour have been
already settled. Those left over "are too heterogenous
and skirnp.v to provide the basis for a radical political
prograrnlne." Nlayhen, points out "forcible conversion
of both parties to 'Butskellism' u,as a major turning
point in our parfy system." Ivlixing of 'collars' on the
shop foor n.ray well prove to be a turning point in tlre
British Trade Union Movement.

The issues discussed in the book have indeed a wider
contert. Thel' pervade every democratic societ,v
developing or developed. In the former, new farming
techniques and family planning are held up by tradi-
tional beliefs about land tenure or marriage behaviour;
in the latter, men pursue success but the need is for
deeper sense of 'r'alues and emotional security. As
N4ayherv surn.s lrp in the rvidest sense the main pro-
blem is the same-the recasting of convential attitudes.
This is the task of radicalism todar'. There cau be no
disagreement on this conclusion.
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Soviet - Aid Projects
(Contributed)

HE construction of the Bokaro steel plant has
suflered a further costly delay. After much con-

troversy over the project, the Econotnic Times ot
Febmary 4 suggested that India's contract tyith the
Soviet Union shoulcl be re-examined and more scope
and responsibility handed over to Indian contractors
in this "could speed up the completion of the project
and contain costs".

The Iatest delal', revealed bi' the \,linister of State
for Steel on Novernber 24, is largelv clue to delal's
in delivery of essential equipment fror.r-r the Soviet
Union. It is the fourth since the proiect rvas conceived
in 1964 and puts the estimatecl completion date of the
fust stage to early 1973, cornparecl u'ith the original
schedule of late 1968. The Hin&.t reported on
January 30 that cleliveries have fallen short bv about
tu'o-thirds, s'hile equipment so far receivecl had not
an'ived in the correct sequence "rvith the result that
no erection x'ork can commence although tlre founda-
tions have been ready for a long time".

These "stultifying'; delays, th" Econontic Tintes
commented on February 4, have "pushed up the cost
of the project over and over again to a fantastic figure
forbidding anv further similar exercises". Soviet con-
sultants had originally undertaken to complete the first
stage of tl-te Bokaro project at a cost of Rs. 590 crores
(f,338 rnillion).It is norv likely to be around Rs.800
crores ( g, 445 million).

A further point of controvcrsl surrotrnclir-rg the llokrr-
ro project is tbe decision to import refractories (heat
resistant materials ) for the coke ovens from the Sor:iet
Union rather than using locally' produced models,
even though tu'o refractory units situated near Bokaro
have recently been forced to close dor.r'n through lack
of orclers. \\/hile the Bokaro plant authorities blarne
the local lt-frac'torl rrranufac'turc'rs for delays irr cleli-
veri<'s, tlrc rnanufacturers lrirve c'omplainecl tlrat tlre
specificatior"rs laicl clos'1 b)'tlt" Rtrssiau plannt'rs "haye
been needlessly rigid and stringent" (The Hindu,
Januarr' 30. 1970). Although a comrnittee u'as set ttp
to investigate the dispute, Soviet experts made it clear
that no change in the specifications u'ould be accepted.

Tlre controversv hls revivecl an old complaint that
the Sovict attituclc to Indiar.r participation in aicl pro-
jec'ts is ovellrcirrirrg rrrrrl rlispirnrging, nncl that the ex-
c'hrsi<nr of In<liirrr t'rpt'rtisr: itncl ntirtelials can lrardly
proruotc tlrr' <'otrntn"s technical adt,anccmcnt and
scll-r'r'liirr.rrr'. It s'irs oligirrallr' plirnncrl that 50-60 per
r'r'ttt rrI tlt,' irt:tt'ltitrl't',' fot- ].lrc Rol.:lrlrt ',,1t,'lttt' s'o'rlrl
lx'lrrrilt in Irrrlirr rrrrtI tlrlt tlrc'ltlant rlotrirl i11'q'1'11-

stnrc'te<[ ancl opt'ratt'cl t'sscrrtiirllr' ls ('rn lrrcliarr proit'ct.
ir',r']r i'r l(jfjl 'r,,.i,t,,.v,,,1r5 1l1.,iilr.,! r. '[i;si :,iii

the clesigns ancl calculations of rhe Indian firm of
Dastur and Co. Later that year, however, the Soviet
Union rvas insisting on full managerial control of the
steel plant and of the supervision of the designing and
construction - a policy which the Economic Tintes
clescribed on October L7, L964, as "an attempt to reduce
our contribution to that of contractor-coolies".

An article on February 4 by Professor K. V. Subrah-
l'nan)'am, nrember of the Inclian Cabinet Sub-Com-
mittee on Sciencc, describecl Soviet polic,v as "dero-
gatory to the self-respect of the country". The repre-
sentatives of India, instead ol specifying "r'hat they
urant from the USSR, ask the USSR to specify what
they *'ould expect us to ask them", he said. It meant
that "the Russians alone s'ill decide to rvhat extent
the project shall utilise indigenous resources as suit-
ecl best their interests ancl conveniences, thus reducing
the Indian steel inclustry to a satellite of its Russian
counterpart and stliking at the very roots of its
existence."

Delavs at Bokaro are holding up expansion at two
other Soviet-aided projects, the Heary Engineering
Corporation at Ranchi and the r\Iining and Allied
\lachinery Corporation at Durgapur, where it is now
clear that expected demand rvas grossly over-estimated
ancl rvhere, as in many other Soviet projects, there is
serious under-utilisation of expensive plant. Miscal-
culations by the Russians have frequently been com-
pounclecl by \Ioscorv's insistence on pressing aheacl
u'ith existing plans, and even on expanding produc-
tion to near full capacity, although there is no clemand
for the finished product.

A case in point is the Indian Drugs and Pharmaceu-
ticals Ltd. (IDPL) project, which after a searching
inquiry by the Indian Parliamentary Committee on
Public Undertaking (in April, 1969) rvas saicl to have
inr,olvecl hrdiir in a "lruge loss". The project u'rrs cloggecl
frorn thc outs(rt lx' faulty' ecltriprner.rt, rising costs, tlt.-
signs unsuitable fol Indian conditions and clelays in
delivery; ancl it u'as later suggested that muclr of the
plant rT'as in fact seconclhand, having been btrilt for
China and dismantled. The Soviet project report had
not inclucled a feasibilitv studr', estimates of demancl
lraving been "assumecl" from Soviet experiettce else-
u'Jtc'rc: tlrt'r-r'u':rs <'otrscrlttc'trtlv ir hetvv srrrllltts at the
plant. lndirn c'onsunrqrtiorr oI tlte tt'tt':tcvc'lirrt' 11r'orrp

of drtrgs, for instance, u'as ten ntetric t{)lls il vear,
estirrurtecl to rise io ,10-50 rttt'tt'ic' totrs liv l!l7l-72. lirt
\rrviot cxnr.l'ts insistcd on n capitcitv of l2(l ttlrts. [(X)

totrs tll u'hic'h u'lis cltlotrrtt'tl'itcl't'llttt'. 
"r 

iitt lt itittt tt, -

cotttt olrscllt'tc'irtrd tt'its tt<lI trscd Irv llliji:iri ilr;r'tr;lr;.
(-'ttli:itt' ti t'ti li(!rt lt \



Ree ieu)
Challenge and Stagnation

Chanchal Sarkar, Vikas Publications, 5, Daryaganj, Delhi 6.
Rs. l5l-

'f TLTIMATELY, all power systerns are systems of
U communication".
"There are 158 rnillion literates in India, one u'ould

expect that the circulation of nervspapers would be
70 million or at least 3O million and not the 6.5 million
it actually is."

"What ails the Indian Press? You have to deal rvith
an organ sufiering from multiple diseases: hea-vy

blindn-ess, creeping paralysis, gutless, imbecile apathy
and obsessive neurosis' What can you do about it?
As things are, I think what is needed is a series of
transplants, starting with a heart'"

Raiher harsh but not without justification. N'Iost of
the thoughtful lectures in this excellent collection,
though tinged with pessimism, -once again conffrm
the a-lready-known fact of the Indian press being fift1'
years behind the times.

Mr. Chanchal Sarkar is of course eminentlv suitcd
to rvrite thus about the Indian Mass Media and all
thinking persons will take lvhat he writes about the
Press ancf the Nlass Nledia in general seriously.

Although this is a collection of lectures given and

essays t't]tt"t on tlifierent occasions, the theme is the

sanll ancl going through the rvhole book is a rewarding
cxperiettce.

iV" llor'. had a good cleal of talk about industriali-
sation and urbaniiation' But, as N'Ir. Sarkar rightlv
points out, there seems to be no link betrveen indus-
trialisation and newspaper growth' The smallness of
circulation is particularly strange when the radio
is so undeveloped in India. It is time that like
\[r'. Srrkar. Editors rurt] Ptrlllicists seriousll' ask thern-

sc,lvcs the qtrcstion s'ltv cve'tt nrillions of people livirlg
in citics clo not rcacl tlie ne\\'spirpers' Cotrlcl it be tlrat
thcv clo not fincl thcnr iutercstir-rg or relevant? To me

it appears self-eviclent that if one does not have anv

intei'est in politics, orle can clo u'ithout a newspapcr
in Inclia. \'Ii. Sarkais observations about the readers

in villages are very true. He has hirnself saicl in so

,rlanv ,vorcl, on u'hat is expected of a responsible ancl

[r'r'r: prcss itr anv clemocratic societr'. He savs:

"Clrn u'c sltv th:rt lve ltavtt il gov('rnnleutirl s1'stcnr

s'lrit'h cxplains issucs ancl keeps a stream of infor-
nlrliort {lou'irrg? Also. thinkinq of our Press' crttt u't'
s;rl llrtl it rttr'<'ts tltt' follrlrtir-rq dernarrds rlhic'h anr'

tltirrroc'r'ittit srx it'tl' ttt't't[s: [''irst. t tt'tttlrfrtl' tttrrr-
ptelrt'trsil't' ancl iiltclligtrttt, tlccottttt. oI tlrt' tlar's

''r'r'rrt.: irr :t cttrrl,'\l u'lriclr qivt's tlrt'rrt ttlt'ltttilIJ:
.,,1.ott,1. ;l lrttttlt, irlr llrt^ t'rtltlrrr'1,' rtl ctlttttttt llt irlliI

. r '.:'. ,i,il I l: i:r( iirl\ r,i 1.r,ir'ttirrg til r'|itrtr'tl'

and attitudes of the groups in the society to one
another; fourtlt, a method of presenting and clarify-
ing the goals and values of the society; and fifth, a
way of reaching every member of the society by
the current of information, thought, and feeling
which the Press suppose'.

No, rve neither have that kind of an information
system nor that kind of a Press by .r,r'hich I mean
the mass media."

' There are many other important topics dealt with
in these 104 pages. Even the chapter on K. Rama Rao
is not a mere personal praise but gives us a revealing
picture of the decline and fall of the Editor.

There is a good. deal of valid criticism against the
rvorking of the All India Radio especially the presen-
tation of nervs. One can only hope that those concerned
with broadcasting in India will read this book care-
fully.

Although \fr. Sarkar himself has been a working
joumalist, he has not overlooked the fact that journa-
lists too are not keen on self-irnprovernent but on
pressing claims for beneffts. There is so much of talk
about monopolies and newspaper chains but no one
seems to have any titue for the more rrrgent task of
reaching a rvider public, increasing newspaper reader-
ship, and doing something about the technological
inadequacies and the lack of professionalism.

While commending this book to all thinking citizens,
one u'otrlcl like to refer to the novel suggestion of \Ir.
Sarkar. He asks: "Why shoulcl rl'e not consider the
newspaper as a ptrblic utility as toda1, roads and elec-
tricit,v are consiclered? If it is ver')' irnpoltant that the
primary school teachers slroulcl read a newspaper -
and it is very important because it is through him that
his prrpils will be linked to ne$'spapers - then wl-rv
not give him a ne\\/spaper along rvith a blackboard,
chalk and books?"

Our progressive Prime lvlinister has been good
r,nongh to allos' an e'rpencliture of Rs. 20l- per month
on con\'('\:ance. Shc rtriqltt c<ltrsiclcr irllou'irrq an ex-
pc'rrrlitrrrc of lls. 25/- ytcr nrotrth oll l)t'\\'spapers aucl
journirls. This s'otrltl bc cortsiclcrcd a realll' progres-
sive measure.

Siuce tlris is :t ven.' pt'rceptivc book and clesen'es to
be read bv a large nrttnbcr of people, one hopes a

cheal:cr edition of this u'ill be Inade availablc soon'
AnvrNo A. DesnP,rNon

A Suroey of the ll/orld Contnrunist Parties

Iir<'r' Nt'u's iu1(l F('ittur'(' S<'t-r'ict' G-7'1, Srrj;rn Singh Park,
Ncrv I)r'llri. lls.;,.

rlr,r'tl
- (lrrtrrrrtrttist Pltttit's itt r-lrt'iotrs cotttttrit's rlf tlre

rvollrl. lt covt'rs in lll rrirrt'tr'-ttittt' lltrrtit's. [ottrtct'tt of
rrirottt ltt't tttitt,{ i)iilll[) r'.lrri, tir,' l( \l .llt' llr o[)l]t))i-
iilrr lrrl s,)nr,' ('r,"r 'll, ':,'1. 

-l-i ,,' irrl,rltrrltlintliirt'tl is
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about membership, the name of the leader and the
name of the party journal.

The information was collected by the International
Documentation and Information Centre having its
office in Hague in.Netherland. The booklet reviewed
is the Indian edition of a booklet published abroad by
the Centre. It will be of great interest and use to all
students of communist affairs in India.

K. V. B.

Iammu and Kashmir Guide 7969

Edited by Nlulk Raj Saraf, Universal Publication, 5, Pratap
Park Flat, Srinagar, Price: Rs. 25.

fN this big volume Mr. N{ulk Raj Saraf provides a
Imine of information on the State of Jammu and
Kashmir covering all ffelds of economic, historical and
political developments. Important aspects of develop-
ment in the State are given in the form of short and
interesting articles. A large number of Tables and
Indices and a chapter on "Who's Who" form a major
portion of the book. Some of the Tables could have
been dispensed with in order to reduce the size of the
book which is rather too bulky for oomfortable read-
ing. The publisher could in the next edition use thin-
ner paper to help reduce ihe size.

The book falls short of one very important aspect.
In a book of 50O pages claiming to be a Guide to
Jammu and Kashrnir room should have been found
for an exclusive and exhaustive chapter on "Tourism"
tvhich is the most important trade in the State. Attrac-
tive photos and information of different places of
tourist interest could have formed an important ancl
interesting chapter. The book as it is can well serve as

a good Trade Directory rather than a Guide.
The articles on various ffelds of development are in-

formative. The main reason for the rather poor deve-
lopment and the lou'standard of living of the people
of the State is the ltrck of largc industries os'ing to
lrrck of basic raw' rnaterials, and of coal ancl electricity.,
proper mcAns of cornmnnication and the dcarth
of private investment. Private investment will be
attracted to the State only if the Govemmeut succeeds
in removing the feeling of political instability. Once
that feeling is removed, private investment will in-
crease and advantage can be taken of the vast re-
sorlrces of the State in thc form of timber, silli, cattle
Irusbirnclrr', handicrafts, fnrits ancl other comnrcrcial
crops.

Tlrc book will serve u'ell the interest of traders ancl
others interested in tlre State. lt is I r-.omrnendahlc
t'liort orr the part of the Eclitor.

Freedom First

SOME SUGCESTIONS-Continued from page 6

personal experience that repeated changes in cabinets
inhibit development schemes. In Bihar, for example,
there was a great awakening among the peasants
during the terrible famine of 1966-67. However, the
state could not benefft from this awakening because
governments were constantly changing; the admin-
istration.became lax and policies became uncertain.
Industrial development and education su.ffered like-
wise. As it appears to me, and I have said it before,
this instability of governments is going to increase
rather than otherwise. Therefore, I suggest that each
state should have an industrial development corpora-
tion and another for agricultural development. These
corporations should be truly autonomous, unlike many
corporations presently existing in some states which
have only nominal autonomy. They are fruitless except
that they provide high posts to some officers and some
opportunity of patronage to the ministers. If the politi
cal leaders and high officials were genuinely willing to
part with their authority, constitution of such autono-
mous corporations should not be difficult and they
lvould function, not like government departments, but
like independent commercial institutions.

(Continued from page 9)

The Parliamentary report also accused Soviet ex-
perts of "tremendous" under-estimation of production
costs. Vitamin Br was estimated at Rs. 100 per kg.,
rvhile the actual cost rvorked out at Rs. 1,200 per kg.
The Russians had insisted, too, that the plant should
produce penicillin, although sufficient quantities for
Indian needs rvere already being produced elservhere
in the country. It was found that the surgical instru-
ments plant was not economic unless it worked at full
capacity, but demand was much lower because bet-
rveen 60-75 per cent of the Soviet-specified instruments
rvere not acceptable to Indian surgeons.

Trade Unions & Polities

sv V. ll. KenNrr

Price: Rs 3.50

Published by

UNIYERSITY OF BO\IBAY

I-AROUR EDUCATION SER\iICE

127. l\,Iahatma Ganclhi Road

Ik-rnrb:r1'1.

1l

\r. K. K,lnx.rur.r
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Si ith Many Voices
. lhe deep

Itrloans round with many voices. Come, my friends,
'Tis not too iate to seek a newer world."

Tenngson.

. Keep your lathis ready and spears sharp. The bane of the BHU, as of many other Universities
' 

-Harekrishna Konar, Land and Land Revenue since independence, is that it has become the hotbed
, N{inister, West Bengal, lndian Erpress, March 16. of party politics and a breeding ground of student-

politicians.
I
t

l
I
(.

j

First they looted the paddy and then the fish. Now,
there is nothing else left and so they have started
looting women.
i -Ajoy Mukheriee, Ctief Mi'rtister 

,"irlr""T"J:

-Deccan Herald, March 2L.

If I were to be reborn, Oh God, make me a Parsi
or neve{ make me a man again unless my next birth-
place is Switzerland.

-Shiva Darshan Lal, March of the Nation,
March 21

To kick out subversive foreign agents is logical and
eminently desirable. . . . . To penalise Infians by
depriving them of desperately needed access to valu-
able books is criminal.

-March of the Nation, March 21.

The Congress President's latest proposal amounts
to admitting that he looks upon politics as no more
than a matter of manipulation and manoeuvre with-
out reference to the people of the State.

-Mainstrearn, lvlarch 21.

The best thing that could happen to Bengal would
be three years of sound, impartial, vigorous Govemor's
rule.

. -Opinion, March 17.

N,Iost of the rveaknesses and failures of the demo-

cratic system are moral 
t "ffij::, nata, March LS.

Civil officials have been greatly politicalized in many
States under the pressure of local political masters.

-C. llajagoptrlachitri, Sooraiyu, N{arch 21.

Anybody claiming hirirself or herself to be a secu-
larist has to be a staunch Hindu.

' -Guru Golwalkar, The Statesman,
February 23

I'll keep manoeuvering as long as I have cards in
my hands, first a little to the left and then a little to
the right. And when I have no more cards to play.
I'll stop.

-Prince Norodom Sihanouk, ?inlc, \{irrch 30.

The times when political glory could be brought
about by a touch of power had gone. Both Congress
(O ) and Congrcss (R ) hrcl dirniriisherl in pow't'r. Th:rt
is rvhl' thelu 1f i1l need strppcrt't antl acljtrstrnt'nts.

-N. G. Goral', Titrrcs of ltultu, \Iarch 30.

To the Editor.
Fnrroorr Frnsr,
C/o Democratic Research Servtce.

127, \lahatnra Gandhi Road,

Bonrbal' l.

Pleusr: enrti nte os a subscrilrcr fo FneEoorr Frnsr'

I rcrrtit tlre nnrutal subscription of Rs. '5.O0

\rtttrt'; .

.\,lr1rr'.r;:

The sinister forces thtrt seek to plevent all studies
on our campuses have nor'r' found an ally in the
mounting disillusionrnent over the valtte of oul'
degrees.

-V. \/. lohn, Tirncs of lnclit, \'Iarch 30.

hrclia's constittrtion like the UN Chrrrter is btrilt on
a basic firllrrcy - the fallnc)' of rvishfrr'l thinking'

-Frank J\{oracs. Intlinn Etltre.ss, r\larch 30.

I

The castc svst<'rn in politic's is

in ;r rc i, ir'.

- !lrrrlr.-rril-rlil T..1l,ii. I nrlirlr

evt'u strortger tharr

I'i.r';;r'r'.ss. \! rtrch rl().
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