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1971 Elections and 
India's Future 

M. R. Pai 

THE ~ople_ of India desired a change. ~Irs. Gandhi_ 
promised 1t. So she has won a massive mandate 

to ful£1 her promise. 
It is said that there are two tragedies in life: one, 

to desire something and not to get it; the other, to get 
it. Both the people and Mrs. Gandhi face the latter 
situation today. TI1e basic assumption of the electorate 
and Mrs. Gandhi's Congress that political power by 
itself can solve the problems of a people is an 
obsolescent concept. Be that as it may, a few signifi­
cant things about the 1971 Lok Sabha elections deserve 
attention. 

The election was held in a situation of political 
fragmentation. The undivided Congress Party, over 
the years, had been devoted to the concept of total 
power. Except during i'vlr. Lal Bahadur Shastri's brief 
rule, no attempt was made to share that power with 
other political groups which represented significant 
sections of the public. 

However, the logic of history pursued the Congress 
Party. Over the years, it had withdrawn its huge cash 
balance of public goodwill earned during the Indepen­
dence movement from the People's Bank. Political 
deceit and personal hypocrisy, and derivative political 
phenoJI~_~na like defections, became an integral part 
of the political scene. To make matters worse, without 
a proper economic policy for promoting public wel­
fare, under the slogan of socialism, a parasitical class 
of professional politicians, corrupt officers and corrupt 
business men had evolved. They were living on the 
labours of trusting masses which were being deprived 
of the fair rewards of their labour and the economic 
welfare and oppmtunities which they desired and 
deserved. 

In this situation of economic stagnation and political 
opportunism the country was groping for a change. 
The shift in favour of the Jana Sangh, Swatantra and . 
regional parties like the D.M.K. in 1967 elections was 
an attempt by the people to secure such a change. 
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Though no clear-cut solution emerged, by 1969 the 
internal contradictions in the Congress Party came to 
a bursting point. As a result, the old bosses, who had 
become politically outdated, formed the Organisation 
Congress. Mrs. Indira Gandhi, whose politics is nothing 
but the logical culmination of the old bosses' political 
behaviour, led the rest clinging to an economically out_- .. 
elated 'ideology, 'but i)romis1ng change. 

With the 1971 elections, the rout of the old group 
in the Congress is complete. The only option before 
their party now is to evolve a new political group by 
merger with other political forces. 

T.lie--iclea olfhe Democratic Front il1-recen'feTeC::t!or1s·-­
was the last ditch attempt of the Organisation Congress 
to retain its political identity. In reality, it was nothing 
more than a seat acljushnent alliance. Till the last date 
for withdrawal , barely three to four weeks ahead of the 
polling date, the front partners were at each other's 
throat. In the meantime, j\'frs. Gandhi had completed 
her first round of election meetings! 

Politically, the Front was bankrupt because it did not 
offer to the electorate even a minimum programme, hut 
concentrated on the negative theme of "Indira batao'·. 
Mr. l\1. R. j\fasani's desperate plea for a minimum pro­
gramme went unheeded. Had there been a mini mu n1 
programme such as a promise to establish la,,· and 
order, give roads. drinking \\·ater ( one out of four 
villages has none ) , approach roads (one out of three 
has none) , educational fa cilities to C\ cry ,- ill agc . and 
to make life better for the economically weaker sections 
of the public hy curbing price rise and stinmlating a 
job-oriented economy it would have had an appeal for 
many in the country. Front partners would have got 
more seats . 

In fairness to the Front allies , it should he added 
that their defeat at the polls goes well beyond these 
factors. What they are facing was not i'vlrs. Gandhi's 
Ruling Congress, but the entire machinery of the 
Central Government. Mrs. Gandhi had perfected the 
practice of cynical disregard for democratic pro;,rietics 
which earlier Congress Governments right from I''eiuu's 
time had indulged in. Use by Mrs. Gandhi and others 
of Air Force or government planes at nominal charges, 
DA VP adveitisements and posters (with themes, but 
not name of Ruling Congress) , generous but unworked 
out promises by the LIC Chaim1an to the public, 
nationalised bank loans to party candidates lmder cover 
of hire-purchase finance, diversion of jeeps from the 
Defence quota to th e party and blatant propa ganda 
over tlw All-India Radio-in fin e, th e entire go ve rn-
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men.tal machinery and lesotrrces \trere e$'ectivei,v
pitted against the Front allies.

Add to this the role of the Election Commission
*'hich has unfortunately lost its image as an inpartial
agenc,v. It attracted criticism by virtually acting as a
rving of ihe Ruling Congress, by obliging it at every
turrr. First tire election dates rvere changed reportedll'
to suit the astrological predilections of that pariy; not
onlv rvere the electoral rolls frozen by giving hardly
any tin.re to rrc+rv rroter:s to enro] then-rselves, lxrt aiso
Iarge blocks of educated voters ( generally hostile to
the lirrling Cr-rngress) u'ele found to be rnissing from
tlie final rolls; rvhat is worse, a controversial symbol
u'as ailotted to tl-re Ruling Congress to boost its elec-
toral prospects.

r\s against these fonr-ridable lranclicaps, the Front
coukl commancl the lirnited support of foul state
governments controlled by it-\,lysore, Gujarat, Uttar
Placleslr and Bilrar.

In spite of its defeat, the Democrrrliq_ Front has
r"t'1,scl trvo useful purposes. First, by' offering an alter-
native political cornbination, the coturtly has lteeu psy-
chologically prepared for an era of coalition govern-
ments which are inevitable in a corurtrv of continentai
size that Inclia is. Secondlr', the very formation cf the
Front rreutralised the Ruling Congress rnanifesto u4.rich
s'ould otheru'ise har-e approxirnerted the CPI \l:rnifesto.

Though the Rrrling Congress has lvon trvo-thirds of:
the total seats, arxl nranv of thenr bi'Lu.r:'iclsonrr nliir{ins.
thc L,ok Sabl-.ta cloes not r.nirror tlie cotrirtrr"s rnincl fulh'.
Tiie 1':resent electoral svstem is an otrtri.rodcd onc.. Hac[
r','e trcloptecl proirortionr.l representation the relatir-e
stlerrgtJr of all p:rrties u'oulcl J'irlc, bc'eir nrirrorecl firitll-
{ullv in tho nunrl.iel of seats ther. qet in Ptrrliirnrcnt.
Thc votcls ulu'cDrc:jr-ntccl in Pirrlianrert irt prc,scrti rrx'
ir goo(l nurrber ancl c'onstitilte an in{luential seqr-rrcnt
of tlre iropulation.

Sclrnc other notcri'orth1' featulcs ol tiie clectiorr
scene \1'crc: First, tl-rerc ri'ris the rervived iuterest of
the educatecl classcs. t4rich lr:rcl u'itlrcL'an'n froln
pub)ic life on attainment of h.rctrep,.'ndencc, in thc:
aflairs ol' the countr\'.

Seconclly, keen courl>etition l.racl fr;r:ccd :ill parties
t<l prrt up goocl candiclates in manv areas. Thc resrrlt
rr,orrlcl be an iutellectuallv more cap:rble Par'liament
than so frir. One car expect better lergislation tharr
lritlrerto.

'llrirr,l clevelopr.r'rent-an rrnfortun:rtc one-n'as thc
rr:vival of comnlrnalisrn iir politics. Tn 1967, thc nrino-
rr'ty cornmunities like Mtrslir.ns anci Cliristians hacl
enterccl prrblic hlfe and u'ere gettine integrated into
the political strticture of the cotrrltl'r, througb valions
;rolitical parties on a secular basis. N{rs Gancllii hns
rc\/c'r'so'(l this healthv tlend.

Fourth, the ltublic coulcl not be taken for glanted.
Evur th<: rniglrti, leaclers liacl to go to the people on
lrcrrcled knces beg{ing fol their suppolt. For tlre first
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tirne, our leaders have had to learn the virtue of
htimility.

The Iessons of the electioir results sliould not be lost
on paities. \,iainly, they :tre:

(a ) Big names no longer fascinate the electorate
rvhich is getting, demograpirically speaking, younger'.
Leadership in Irrdia will become again a function,, not
a sl:a|Lts: a sacred trust derived from public service, ancl
not a 'ineharbani" (favour) on the crowds. Even
Pi'inces, supposed to be strong in some area,s, are losing
their liold over the public. In future, those who take
tlie peoirle fol granted rvill find themselves at a loose
t'rid.

(b) Regional parties like the Akali Dal have little
prospects a! lhe national ievel unless they ally thern-
sclves r,vith national parties. Regionally, horvever they
niay continue to be power{ul.

(c) Tirough c:rsteism is still a porverful force in
Inclian politics, the rout of B.K.D. has shown that tr

caste-basecl partv has no future at the national ievel.
(cl) National parties like lana Sangh, SSP, PSP,

St'atitntra, Organisation Congless, CPI and CPI\,I liave
to palticipate in the formulation of neq' political forces,
more colresive and integlated, ol face long periods of
political s'ilderness, and for some even extinction.

Nc'xt arrises the crucial question as to rvhat \4rs.
Candhi :rnd the Rrrling Party will clo for the country.

It v'onld bo rrnu,ise to assnme that by giving a big
mitjoritl- for \lrs. Ganclhi, irnd insuring her against the
seir.se of illsecrlrit\: turder u'hich slre has laboured since
1969. the ireoplc ciln 4r,ro foclo expect stability in the
ct..,untrr'. Political stabilitf is not mainly a matter of
l).rrt\ nlajoritics. It prirnarily clerives frorl ihe derno-
cltrtic chirr:rctcrr o{ tlie Cor-rstitution and the respect of
thc' pubiic ancl poiiticerl partics to the spirit ancl letter
o[ t] rat Constitutjon. \irs. Candl'ri's perfomrance uis-o-
ul,: corsiitrrtional pr.occss'.:s jir tlrc pirst is itot sncir as ttr
inspilc aii1., clcglec of confidence that slie rvill abide
lrv ii. Hcr plopcsal to anrenci it, if effectecl, is bouncl
to clestroy politicnl stability in the country, in spite of
a hrrge majority for her pirrtl'.

Tlrelc is alotlrer' hazald. I'Iost of hel follor.vels are
clcrfc'ctols from Olcl Congless or the communist partv
u4ro har.c ilssnrnecl ir new garb because it gains entr1,'
for thcrn into corriciors of political pou'cr'. In a bacl<-
grouncl of such political opportunisrn, elements of
cohcsion in the partv, rvl-rich is a lecluisite fol stabilitl',
lnllr r.rot lle present in the necessary qllantrrrn.

;\s against tlris, there are tvi'o factors condtrcive ttr
stability. Fir:st, the pr-esence of intelligent people in the
p:rltv rvho will not su'allou, the line laicl dorvn by tlre
par''r',' lcadcr':; or bo.-.ses as cluling the I'chlu regime.
Scconcl. ruroug the unknorl'n entrants in Parliarnent
there nrarr bc rlore r:esponsil-rle elcurcrrrts not givcn to
opportrrr.risnl as a way of life.

Tlrc. crrrcial tcrt rrirthc Trrrlii'l (lovclttnrent rvill.
( (.)ottlittrtcrl o;r ltug<: I I )
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Election In S/est Bengal
K. K. Sinha

THE restilts of the elections tr-i the Legislative
r Assembly in West Bengal har,'e cleared much of

the deck rvhich was so long litterecl ivith small parties,
each of which were further splintered, Tlre long over-
due polbrisation of forces has taken piace. The CPIr4
iras emerged as the main and dorrrinating leftist force
nnd the Corrgress(J) has becorne tlie lallying grounrl
of those u'ho feel thleatened by the ernergence of the
CPI\,I. The CPI has secr,rred less than half of lr'hat it
had in 1969 and that also because in many, places the

, Qplgress(J) did noi prlt.\il2 itpr.'aucliclatr..Ttr" SooaL.
ist Unity Centre which clairns to be more ladical than
the CPrVI and which was opposecl to the CPM, main-
tained its 7 seats, but no sooner the results rvere
announced than its theoretician, Shibdas Ghosll has
hasteted -to make up rvitli the CPM in order: to help
formation of a CPN,I-led rninistry. The N{uslirn League
is in an appropriate position to be wooed like in Kerala
by either of the trvo leading. parties. The CPI is or
the horns of a dilemrna. To go rvith the Congress would
mean being isolated frorn the left forces ancl ridiculecl
by the CPr\4 and it is extremely doubtful if the S-party
unity can be retained as a unit. There is alreacly a

severe strain rvitliin the CPI. If, on the other hnnd, it
chooses to negotiate tl-re best terrns s'ith the CP\I, it
lvill lose its force nnd its rirnk and file rvill for
all practical ptuposes be allied s'ith tlie CP\I ancl
thus it u'ill become an irreffective factor soon enough.
The SUC rvill under no circurnstrtnces go u'ith the Con-
gless. The Forrvard Bloc may go that u'tlv undcl vcrv
favorrrablc tenns and cor.rditiors l;ut s'ith a great cleal
of mental reser-vatioi.ts uunong its fcl]lorvers.

The CPI has, as trn all-Inclia partl', otlrcr corrsiclela-
tions in mind. Its coalition rninistry in Kerala rniiy b9
in tlouble if in lVest Bengal thc CPI allies u'ith tlrcr

CPr\'L Its pro-hrdira posture at the Centre, horvsoever
rlueered during election time for tactical reasons, rvill
be arvkrvald if it tirkes an anti-Indila, anti-Centrc
stance in West Bengal. Iltrt if the CPI lras to letain a

leftist irnage of sor.ne u'ortlr-irt West Sengal, liorv cart
it go with the Congress, having olg'.rnisccl an cight-
ptrrty fi'ont? It is therefore desperately tr,ving to harrr
a Kelalar-t,vpe ministry as a face-saving fomnlt. Ilut
evidently that rvill be a terrporary stop-gap rreasuro.

So far as the Congress (J ) is concenred, it has
ser:urecl much more tl.ran one had expected realistically.
This is clue to tlie 'Indira-\\/ave' that sn'ept all ovcr'
the countly. Tlie peopl,e felt that as against the CPI{
it woulcl be bettel to strengthen SIlt. Gancllri's ltarty
which is in pos'o' at tlre Centre. I}rt it should bc
noted that the Cougress(J) coulcl have clone still
better if it werc not also to figlit Conglcss(O) artcl

ilangla. Congress canclirlates. In fact before the clec-
tions, at tlie tiine of finalising aliiances, a serious pro-
posal. I uirderstand, ll'as made b), Congres.s(O) that
let all the thiee CongrcSSr.s set up zt Coininittee heacled
by Sliri Ajoy trfukherjee and iei that Committee
nomin:rte rll tlie canclidales. In that evernt Sri Atulva
Gliosh anC Baciu l3abu, the right hand man of Sliri
Ghosh, u,orild rvithch'arv arid ihat the Congress(O)
q'ould i.rccept any car-ididate set up b)' srich a corn-
rnittee cven if not a single Congless(O)-nrar-r rvas
g!rp4".fhe ticket. But thc Congrcss(J) did not ag,ree
to this proposal. Thc' riegotiations betrveen 13angla
Congress and Congress(J) broke dou,n to<-l and they
put trp candidates against each other. But the bulk
of the Bangla Congress u'alkecl o1'er to tlic Con-
gress(J), and that explains the collrrpse. of the Bangla
Congress.

Hotvever', irnncrdiateiy iiftel tlre lesults v'ere de-
clirtecl, Sri Prafulla Sen ancl Sri Atrrlya Ghosh declared
rvithout resert,ations tlrnt Conglcss (J ) is tlre i-eal
Congress. This is incleecl ir goocl sign. even though tr

little lrcltrted. Let us hope tliat all the three Conglesses
rvjll even norv folget irnd outgros' theil pettiness
against thc oltr.iorrs tlucat of polit,ical annihilation,
aricl rncrge ancl s'ork togethcr. '\ lrc'r.' spirit rntrst, hou'-
over', encrge ancl thc onlv lropt' is tlrc clciirched lc.aclt'r-
slrip of Sri P. C. Serr or.r tlre one hand irncl the active
suppolt of tlre ne$' ancl \-oungcr grtirrirtion thirt lrrrs
rnacle itsclf fc'lt chrrinq the clcr'tiorr.

It is cliffictrlt to sirv ri'ho ri'ill frrnn th'., nrinistrr' --
thc CP\I ol the Corigrcss. Tlre (.PI has tlrc kcr lrnt
its nrind is dir.iclecl. as it iLlu-rrvs hapltcns to be at
cr-rrcirri n'roments. Thc clilecrtilc llorn \loscon' s'i1l br
clecisive. h'[oscorv oI corrrse n'otrlcl like to cultivrrte
Smt. Gar-rclhi, nori' t]iirt slrc car r rclY ort ltc,r' os'rr
strength in thc Parlian.rcr.rt. llrrt tlrc CI'\i as :r re'gir-rn:rl
<:otlrrlunist force has slton'r.r tlrnt it is a pou'er to reckon
lith iincl rnal'play a vital rolc in thc strategic cirstcltt
Incli:r u'ith East Ileng:rl ancl Clrina on its borclels :rnd
thc B:r,v of Bengal aid Soutli E:rst Asia on its south.
Therefor-c, it rvorrlcl not lle surprising for \.{oscou' t<l

think of cultivating :rncl litrnrorrring tl're CPN{ too,
particularly u']rcn thr: lattcr is tcnclirig to c:nlplr:rsize
its cliffercnccs l'ith thc Centlc. Thc CP\I's relations
u'ith Clrina urc not very clear, but it is s'oltl.rv of notcr
tlrat thc' Cl'i\l .rr<:r'el fails to crlplrasizc tJiat reltrtiols
u'ith Clrina ancl Pakistan shotrlcl lrc nornralizccl ancl thc
dcfcncc buclget of Incliir shotrld be drasticalll' cut.
\,loscou' nra-v tlru"^ clervclop a ckrrrb]c-cclgccl policr' -
oncr fol Dclhi:rncl atrothcr for: (,rllcrrtta - tlrtrt mav ltt
sc'cu'iinelv ut closs pulpos(]s. Tliirt rrt:rr' Put the CPL
ir a ratltcr au'kt'atd postut'c. Ilrrt if \'loscos' clcciclcs
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on this tu'iu-polir:v, it caur,'r l>e helpecl. It has often
been the fate of corrrrlrrrist i-rlrrties .,vhicir are rernote-
contr:olled.

l'here are tlnrs Iour aii<';riirtives: (a) A CPN,I-led
ninistlv, (b) a Congrcss(i '-iird mirristry, (c) a CPI-
led ministry on the Keralir p.riltrrn and (d) continuance
of the Presidential Rule.

\{/lrtrtever be the forur oi rule, the elections have
rnirde one tlrirrg clear - tircl snraller prrrties have been
put in their piace and tltc st; uggle fol porn'er l-ras been
set betu'een the CPM as a t cgional comtnunist party
u,ell entrenched in tlie Stirtr. and the Congress(J) as

the pirrty of tlre Prirne \{inister rvho has secured 11

full throated support ali oi,ei India and is confidently
crntrc,riched rit Delhi. The (lPN,{'s manifesto, it rnay be
notcd, has laid its greatest stless on Centr.e-St:.rtc
relationship and this will norv bc the focal point of
attirck, in contrast to 1969.

Though the CP\,I has sectrred ovenvhelming support
in the clistlicts of Brrldrvrrir, I{ooghlr', Hou'rah. 24-
Parganas, Nndia, Birbhum and Banktrra u'ith con-
siderable influence in sonrc other districts too otrt of
a total of 16 districts, it should be noted th:rt tlrc:
defeated can&datqs of the CPM hrrve polled high
agirir.rst the u'inning candidates. Tlrus its political
follou'ing is nrore rvidespread and organised and con-
scious and of the activist type than that of tlre Ct;rr-
gress(J). As I have been stressing frequentll'. CP\t
is not au ordinary' political partr'. It is ntore a pirra-
niilittrv partr, rvhich is preparing to confront tht' reiil

Apri.l tv','i

rllleiny, narnely, the Army, and electioneeling is i,on-
siclered only a part of that preparatoly game.

Thus, this "struggle for por"'er" in the CPN{ so,.,''
has enterrecl into a irigher stage as a resuli of the elr,,r- .

tions, irnd in this "battle" CPh'I has come ont vicli.,Lil, ,

iir spite of the fi-ee tirne tliat Smt, Gandhi's irclmirrisii,
tive and party machinery had during one year of tlrc
Presidential Rule.

One crucially significant development that has talt,r-r
placc during ihe elections was the intrusion of the
Anny in uIL the police thanqs (about 300) of the Siatc
in orcler to maintain larv and order'. They will tal:c
time to vi'ithdraw. In the last one year the Armv lras
had anrple scope and experience in shidying the pio-
blerns of handling larv and order in all t,vpes of arcas,
botli of tl:re Naxalite variety and o.f t\e group-clash
type. Their officers lrrrve had an opportunity to stud;,
the t,r,pic:'rl political ancl anti-social problems that may
arise in futtrre. One ty'pe of problem, however, has
not vet been frrced b,r, 15"nl as .vet sufficiently, rmmely,
nlral-revolts in out of tlre rvay semi-liberated areas.
lltrt all this trdvirnce tlainirrg, I believe, rvoirlcl stand
thern in goocl stetrcl. On the other hand, the feal and
the terror associtrtecl u'ith a milita.r'y pre.selrce is rvetrr-
ing thin anlon-s, the potentinl trouble-rnakels. So there
are both pros and cons.

I shorrld tlierefore expect tlre continuation of a

1>rolongecl ar.rcl protractecl political u'arfare across tlte
"clitss" balrictrcles. u ith its 1-rrogressive militarisation
ilrrcl 91,.'t'.-11'sirtion. 'tlre \rrraiitt s iutcl the CPIvI activists
becornin g intc,rchan geable.

.i

l
I

I

OERil[
fiA
Slgnalr

BLE
A
U

th€ 7 Danger

$
fi
fhese ar€

rt
!$

DETECTEO

l. Any sore lhat does not heal.

2. A lump or thiekening in lhe br€ast or elsewhere

3. Unusual bleeding or discharge

4. Any change in a wart or mole

5. Persistent indigostion or difiiculty ln swtllowlng
6. Persistsnl hoarseness or cough

7. Any change in normal bowel hablts.

ll you notice any ol lhese 7 Danger Slgnak"-consufr
\doclor AT ONCE.

IttltulEI}IATELY

YOUR MONEY GAI{
SAVE A IIFE !
The lndian Cancer Society is ln utgont nood ol lundt
wlth which lo fight cancer. However small your donallon.
It can help to save a life, Post your conlribution to
THE INDIAN CANCER SOCIETY, Hospnal Avenue.
Parel, Bombay 12.
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Election Trends In Tamil l\adu
"Atreya"

TYIHEN the Prime Mirrister announced mid-tern-r
W eiections fol Parliament, on tire plea that she

wouid like to obtain a fresh mandate from the people
for her policies and programmes, surprisingly the
D.M.K. Chief Minister of Tamil Nadtr also announced
the intention of his party to seek a fresh rnandate. This
was surprising because unlike tl-re Prime Minister who
rvas running the Government as a minority party witl'r
the support of other allies - position she did not find
comfortable and hence decided to have the mid-term
elections - Mr. Karunanidhi and his Party d14 ttoa

have any such problems in Tamil Nadu. The D.\4.K.
enjoyed an extremely conrfortable majority. Questions
were therefore asked rvhy the Cirief Minister of Tamil
Nadu should decide on a clissolution of the Legislative
Assembly and making the rrid-tenn elections both fcr
Lok Sabha and Assembly. Sorne felt that tlie Chief
Minister was motivated to do this out of a desile to
cash in on the Prirne )'4inister's popularity ancl the
alliance the D.N4.K. had rvith the Prime lt4inister's
party. This explanation is hardly tenable when one

remembers the toughness v'ith rvhich he bargained
lvith the New Congress replesentatives in Tamil
Nadu over allotment of Parliament seats. As far as

Tamil Nadu itself was eoncerned, Mr. Karunanidhi
established beyond ali doubt that the Ner',' Congress

could have no relevance rvhatsoever irnd there coulcl
be no sharing at all or allotment of any Assembll
seats for Ner'v Congress. lt{r. Karunanidhi acceptecl
only the Old Congress as liaving a relevance. He u'tts
s'illing to accommoclnte the Nerv Congress only iu
relation to Parliament arid Central Governruent. In
fact N'Ir. Karunaniclhi's rrpploacir to the Nerv Congrcss
u'as that of a strong mau rvho rvas the boss of an

inclependert country tltttt u'trs rvilling to bc flicnillv
and fraternal to another neighbouring cotintry like
India. It rvas like tlie \{exico-USA relationslrip. This
apparently he learnt from the Prime tr'Iinister herself
because the Prime N'Iinister follorved a similar pattem
of attitude in dealing u'itlr \'IoscorvJining Comuru-
nists. Just as she had told the CPI right boys that tl-rev
rvould be welcomc proviclecl they assttrned the neu'
Congress identity folmally ancl not if tltey' corttinuccl
u'ith their sepalate CPI identity, the Tamil Nadu
Cliief Minister had apparently maclc it clcar ilrtrt thc
Nerv Congress cotrlcl never be: pennittecl to har.'e a

separate identity in so far as the Asscmbly elections
rvere concerned.

The second leasorl irdvanced for the Chief \,linister''s D.1\{.K. contestccl 201 of thc 23'1 seats fol Assermbll'
decision is that realising tlte erodir-rg poprilarity of tlre nnd tton hanclson.re11' 183 1r1 polling 7,610,766 or 46'5
D.N4.K., he realised that in one more year, there u'as per cent. Its allies u'on 26 serats rvith marginill votes'

likely to be a furtirer deterioration. At that tinie of As against tlris tlrc (.)itl {lorrgicss'.i'1,.- i5 rt'.tt of l9'i setrts

norrnally scheclulecl elections, the entirc focus ol but u'itlr a votirtg ficrrri) ol 5.405,856 arttouriting t<t

campaign 'uvill be clvcr Tirmil Nirclu isstres anci he fdt (.Cottlrttrrad tttr ltugt: I0)

that the D.N4,K, might fare badly. There{or:e, thougli
he felt he might not get th.e strme number of seats as
his party had prior to the election, he could stili
salvage a rvolking rnajority now which he might not
get one year hence. There was some substance in this
analysis and this analysis rvas closest to the huth.

The manner in whieh iarge-scale irlegularities in
electoral compiiations, outright rcmovai of nearly
50,000 lrames from the Chief Nlinister's constituency
and inclusion of thousands of names of people who
rvere living in temporary htrtments, all r,l'ere indicative
of the fears and apprehensions of the ieaders,

A thircl reason advanced to erplain the Tamii Nadtr
Chief tVlinister's deoision was tlie cost factor. Tbis can
straightaway be rejected because the D.M,K. had no
problems concerning resollrces, especially as a ruling
party with a comfortable majority.

It is in such a backgrouncl t-h-at elections came to
Tamilnad. As happened all over India, the results of the
elections not only tlounced everyone excepting the
Prirne iltlinister's Party, D.N{.K. and CPI(N,I) btit it
nr,rmbed ilnd overu'hc'lmecl even tlre victors into au
overa*'ed palalysis. lt u'as rrot a question of the losers
having to explain tlreir deleat. It became really a
question of the rrictols erplaining the flood-tide of
victory in u'hicli tlrev u'ele carriecl.

For the Lok Sabira fronr Taniil Nirdu, the D.\I.K.
contested 24 seats ancl n'on 23 seats u,ith a total vote
of 5,622,758 amounting io 33.91 per cent of the total
polled rrotes. The -\err. Corrgress \\'r1s allotted 9 scats
and it u'on arll the !J se:rts :rlloticci bt polling a total
1,995,567 r,otes cclLrivalent to 12.04 per cent. Thc
\{uslim League x'on I seat. the CPI 4 seats ar.rcl For-
rvarcl Bloc 1 seat.

I'hc Old Congicss cortle"lt'ci )!J seats arrcl tlrc olll'
rvin u'as Karrrrlaj's seat. it hortever pollecl 4,853,51i4
votes representing 29.29 pct'ccrtit. Tlie Su'atantlir Ptrrty
contested I seats irnd lost ali of them, bttt polled
1,479,693 votes equivirler.rt to E.93 per cent of the votes.
Tire D.N,I.K. and its :Lllicrs brrgged 38 otrt ol the 39
Parli:rmentary seats thev contested the lonc clefeat
being the one whiclr Kai.nar:rj jnflictecl. Kiimer:rj'.s s'as
ihe only win fol tl're opponents of tlre D.\{.K. Iu tetnrs
of the votes poilecl the D.N{.K. and its allies pollecl
53.57 pel cent as agirinst 42.9I per cent of the votes
polled by the ollporlcrrts of the D.X'I.K. alliance. \{orc
or less thc sarner pattct'n \\'ils sccn fol tlie Asscmbl-v

clections.



America And South Asia
lAn extract from the Repat to the Congress bg th,e President of the unitetl States of Americal

N,IERICAN policy toward the great subconiinent
o{ South Asia parallels that toward the East Asia

and pacifii region. Our aim is a structure of peace and
sjability within rvhich the people of this region can
develop, its great potential and their independent
vision of the future. C)ur policy is to help these nations
cleal witli their orvn problems, and to, br.ing our activity
into a stable balance with that of the other major
powels rvith interests in the area.

In the pulsuit of that goal in South Asia, however.,
both the nature of our interests and the condition of
the region permit a sharper focus of our efiorts, South
Asia's ftrndamental problems are two: to meet the
challenge of economic and political development and
to turn the relationship between India and pakistan
lroni hostility !p _cooperation.

l\{ore than elsewhere in Asia, the subcorrtinent
entered the postrvar period with an established insti-
tutional structure, with a considerable reservoir of
trained personnel, and with a commitment to demo-
cratic self-Government and independent policies which
strengthened the wor.ld's sympathy and interest in its
suc'cess. Against these assets, however, were substan-
tial liabilities. Olrr efiort to assist the countries of the
area in overcoming these liabilities has determined
ancl still determines the structure of our policy torvard
South Asia.

The seven hundred million people of the subcon-
tinent face perliaps the world's most cmel imbalance
i;etu'een huraan neecls and available resources. Evelr
u'itli tlie full application of modern science and teclrno-
logl', *'ith all its potential for righting such nn imba-
lirnce. the problern rcm:rius severe. For India, the mere
size of its population nncl the neecl for large infusions of
exterr.ral resources, make extremely difficult the task
of org:rnizing the society to meef its problems. For
Pakistan, the difficulties are corrpounded by the need
to lrarmonize the intelests of two regions rvidoly
<liverse in social patter.ns and traditions and physically
separated. The smaller countries of South Asia face
simiJar ol greater balriers to progr.ess given tlieir
limited trainecl manpo\ver and natural resources.

Sotrth Asia's progress is important to us, We cannot
clcny our humanitarian interest in thc well-being of
.so r.rlirny people r.l'ith such exigent necds. Nor can rve
bc inclifferent to tlre fact that tl-re Jack of progress in
-qouth ,,isia could cncorrrage tlre polirrization of the
u't;rkl lretu'ccn tlre developing ancl the industrial
cotttttrit-rs. Firrallv, u'e recogpize tlrat tlre r.rnmet 

'eeclsof S<luth Asia, tncl its unresolvecl enmities, could make
thc axru vulnerirblc to an trnclesirablc level of fr.rrcign
infltrcnce.

\\/e havc a clccp iriterest itr ensirr.inc that thc sub-
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continertt does not become a focus of great power con-
flict. Over the past decade th.e major countries o'f South
Asia have profoundly changed their relationships with
the rest of the world. Pakistan has gradually moved
from its position of close association rvith us to a com-
plex triangular relationship, balancing her contacts
rvith the tlrree great po\\'ers lvith interests in South
Asia - China, the USSR, and ourselves. India con-
tinues to follorv a policy of non-alignment but of a cast
significantly changed since the Chinese attack of 1962.
These policy changes, by deffnition, affect the intimacy
of our relationship with the countries of South Asia.
We have no desire to try to press upon them a closer
relationship than their own interests lead them to
desire.

During the past year we have continued our bilateral
prograinmes of financial, technical and food assis-
tanc'e. South Asia is, in fact, the largest recipient of
olrr economic aid. We ar.e also providing large-scaie
assistance to India's crucial family planning efforts.
We rvill continue to help through those programmes,

. and through the actiwties.of the World Bank and the
Asian Developrnent Bank.

We were faced during the past year with a pafti-
cularly difficult decision in regard to Pakistan's request
for an exception to our general embargo on the sale
of rveapons to the subcontinent. We decided on a
one-time sale of a limited amount of military equip-
rac'nt. \\/e believe that this modest exception should
r.rr;t upset tlrcr nrilitary balar.rcc, in the area.

In the 1970's, it is important that South Asia bc
able to rely on the steadiness of our policy. We rvill
clo u'hat we can to help the countries of the. area tncret
their econorric and social needs, Recognizing that the
success of that effort will be diminished by a continued
failure of India and Pakistan to establish normal
relations, we u'ill, without trying to dictate to those
directlv concerned, encorrage more no[nal relations
betw'een them.

We ryill try to keep our activities in the area in
balance 'uvith those of the other: major powers con-
cerned. The policy of the Soviet Union appears to be
aimed at creating a compatible ru'ea of stability on its
Southern borders, and of countering Chinese comnu-
nist influence. The Peoples Republic of China, for its
prrrt, has made a major effort to build a strong relation-
ship with Pakistan. We will do notlring to harm legiti-
rnate Soviet and Chinese interests in the area, We arc
equally clear, hovvever, that no outside porver has a
claim to a predominant influence, and that each can
sei've its own interests and the interests of South Asia
best by conducting its activities in the region accord-
ingly.

i
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Philip SprattEA Tribute
A. B.

p)HIilP SPRATT was one of those rare westerners-I I knorv of only one other, Edward Shils-who
could understand India from the inside. This was not
solely due to his hartng lived in India for more than
forty years. i\{any others have done so but that did
not take them beneath the outer crust of the Hindu
personality. Nor was it solely due to his earlier train-
ing_in natural science or his later studies in philosophy
and social sciences. The secret of Spratt's understand-
ing of India lay in a combination of all these with
Christ's love of man and Freud's insight into the work-
ings of his mind. His magnum opus, Hindu Culture and
Personalitg (lr4anaktalas, Bombay Ig6G, lg63) bears
testirnony to this.

Spratt came to India in 1926 on behalf of the Com-
munist Party of Great Britain and was soon i4volyed
in r.vhat came to be knorvn as the N4eerut Communist
Conspiracv. Prison gave him time to re-examine the
Marxist Philosophy and the communist strategy based
on it. Thrrs began a process wliich led him in turn to
Ivi. N. Iloy's non-conformist Maryism and 'scientific'
humanism, and ffnally to non-doctrinaire, li;beral
humanism. If accident had not cut short the latter's
intellectual quest, I have a feeling that Roy would
have endorsed Spratt's position.

I had known about Philip Spratt for nearly twenty
years before,we first met at Bangalore in 1962. At
that time he had, aftel nearly twenty years' study,
practir:ally formulated in its final shape the central
thesis of Hintlu Culturc ontl Personal#y. Little did I
then imagine that tliree years later I would have the
privilege of finding a publisher for it. The story is
significant and bears rneution here,

Splatt had selt the typescript to a major Indian
publisher-cum-book-inporter, rvho referred it to a
Rritish publishing house for its opinion and advice.
The latter, being used to publishing the rhetorical
drivel of a best-selling 'philosophet', felt that Spratt's
book wotrld not sell and, in any case> mighthurt Hindu
susceptibilities. As, may be surmised, the Indian
publisher turned down the typescript.

The book coulcl have easily been published in the
US through the goocl offces of a senior American
social scientist. But Spratt was keen that it should be
published in India, though publication in the US
rvould have brought him bigger royalties-which he
neecled-and wider recognition, which he deserved.
The Indian Committee for Cultural Freedom ofiered
to sponsor the book and underwrite the expense in
connection witli it in case the Government were to
ban it in response to public agitation. It is to the credit
of N'lr P. C. N,lanaktala that he ultimately decided to

Shah

publish the book on his own. It may also be added
that there was no outcry against the book and though
almost all the Indiarr reviews were unfavourable, the
first edition was sold out in less than two years.

I have mentioned all this for two reasons. Unlike
the scintillating intellectuals of New Dellii and
Bombay, and the 'proglessive' acadenicians keen on
building'socialism'in India with Ameriean aid, Spratt
rvas truly committed (without quotation marks) to
the modernization and fiee development of Indian
society. He believed that this was not possible turless
Indian publishing developed qualitatively as well as
quantitatively and outstanding Indian authors played
their palt in this process.

Secondly, Spratt's book is indispensable for under-
standing the Hindu rrind though, sorne rnay add, not
the rvhole of it. Hindu Culture and Personalitg lays
bare the structure of tbe Hindu psyche as it has been
shaped over the centuries, and to a considerable extent
is still being shaped, by the Hindu tradition and social
institutions. By doing so it not only enables one to
understand certain features of Indian history but, what
is more important, those of onr national experience
since 1947. Spratt did not expiicitly indicate the appli-
cation of his hypothesis to this latter field-for fear,
I suspect, of being misunderstood bv his adoptecl
countrymen. But I would prescribe his book as c!m-
pulsory reading for everyone *'ho sishes to under-
stand India, more so if wishes to change it.

Spratt was simple, indeed austere in his personal
life. At sixty, he used to ricle a bicl'cle from liis home
to the Lfgsindia office in Bangalore, and one arm of
Iiis spectacles u.as made up of a piece of string sir.rce
the original piastic one had broken apart. Thougli
Spratt was never ricli like the latter-day i\'Iarxists and
lr{alcha Marg socialists, his simplicity was the outer
expression not of poverty but of the Rishi's unconcern
rvith the trappings of u'orlclly goods. One felt humble
in his presenee.

1.
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Election Results at a Glance

FARTY POSITION IN PARTIAMENT

SEATS VOTES POLLED IN 1971 ELT]CTION

1967 Dec. 1970 After 1971
Election

Number Percentage

Coirgrcss ( li )

Cr-rngress ( O )
Su'atantra
,larra Sangh
CPI
CP\,{
SSP .

PSP
0thers
Indepenclcnts

220
65
44
35
oa

l9
oa

13
44
35

Congress ( R )
Congless ( O )
Swatantra
Jana Sangh
CPI
CPNT
ssP
PSP
Others
Inclependents

350
16

8
22
23
25

.D

2
b3
l3

)-lo

44
35
OQ

l9

13
44
35

63,050,474
r5,252,340
4,445,143

r0,808,454
7,059,s21
7,r84,56t)
3,516,731
r,4r0,508

19,704,053
12,030,888

43.64
10.56
3.08
7.46
4.89
4.97
2.45

.0.98
13.54

8.33

PARTY POSITION

WEST BENGAL

llesr.rlts <leclared: 277 (Election postponed in threc
constituencies )

Total seats: 280
Totirl electorate: 2I,7 L4,745
'fotal rrrtes polled: 13,238'430
Vrrlit! r'otes: 12,5I6,103
Irrr ;rliii rotes: 722,327.

IN STATE ASSEMBLIES

TAMIL NADU

Electorattr: 23,064,652; Total seats: 234; Total votes polled:

16,346,220; Invalid votes: 676,571.

Seats
Contested

VotesPolled PercentageSeats
\l'on

\rilitc oi
I)rrrtr'

a

-J) 'J 6>

&-to
t.9 := 3
!;

cio !;U ig.k
"E= i= ? .e.= x
-,a4.

PROCRESSI\/E FIIO\T:

D\IK
\'lrrslirn Le ugur

CPI
Forrvarrl iJIoc'

Tanil Arasu
Ki.rzhagturt

PSP

DE1\'{OCRATIC FRONT:

Old Congress 194

Swatantra 19

Tanril Nadu Toilers
Party 6

RPr (G) 1

SSP 2

cPM 37

Jana Sangli 5

Inciependents 140

637

7,610,766 46.5

191,730 r.2

364,803 2.2

268,893 1.6

13,436 0.2

147,985 0.9

5,405,856 33.1

465,112 2.8

83,187 0.5

25,667 0.15

37,491 0.2

24.6,325 1.5

9,716 0.06

768,679 4.60

15,669,646 100.00

Congress/ \ ) 236
Cr>ngrcss( O ) 22I
cPI 111
CP\I 23i
Bangla Cong. 136
Forg'arcl lJloc ,2
RSP 4L
PSP 16

SSP 2-5

SUC 26
\luslim League 70
Gorklra League S

Jana Sangh 24
F'B\I 3
RCPI (Kuniar) 4
Workcrs' Party 3

Biplabi B C 10

Jharkhantl 15

Lok Sevak Sangh 11

I{inclu lvlahasabha 4

Indepenclents L52
1400

105 3,732,582
2 739,2LG

l3 r,075,936
11_r 4,233,67{)

5 666,358
s 357,152
3 280,199
3 95,856
1 91,355

7 208,875
7 343,262
2 38,380
l 90,428
2 64,638
3 38,615
2 62,927
I 45,355
2 39,005

41,130
6,292

4 244,872
2,77 1,25,16,103

29.82
5.91
8.60

33,83
5.48
2.85
2.24,
0.77
0.12

r.57
2.74
0.32
0.72
0.51
0.30
0.50
0.36
0.32
0.33
0.06
1.95

100.00

38
I3
30
80
oo
2T
t2

t)
I

201 l Bjj

/Ll

r08
9i

21
44

15

6

;
234



In Quest Of Justiee
v. K.

I,ONG rvintry night of brutal repression ended
rvith the death of Stalin in J.953. Thiriy years of

inhuman repression of even the most faint murrnur
of dissent had crippled Soviet cultural life. Denied
all fleedom of expression, Russian literature becarne
dreary. mechanised, inaire and insufierably dull. The
novels rvritten under the so-called "Socialist Realism"
protrayed heroines whose exclusive and over"whelming
passion rvas to overtake production targets! Heroes
expressed sublime passion through love of tractors.
The death of Stalin, chillingly portrayed by Siniavsky
in his On Trial, left a whole generation of Russians in
a state of bewildered and ambivalent state.

In 1956 came the secret speech of Khrushchev in
the Twentieth Party Congress indicting Stalin and his
rule. One almost feels that Khrushc.hev was expressing
his ancl party colleaguds feelings of long years spent
in huiniliating subservience to Stalin. The cult of
leadership was rejected ancl the Party rvas proclaimecl
as the leal guardian of the Revolution. Khrushcher"s
speech lrad consequences which probably the Soviet
leaders never visualized. Several questions began to
be asked for rvhich no clear answers coulcl be given:
one of the principal questions which seemed to
1>uzzle rnanv yolrng Russians was that if Stalin were
such an autocrat, r.vhat were the preser.rt leaders of
tlre party cloing. \\''ere they accomplices of Stalin's
dark deeds? Tire Palt;' could ill afford to give clear
ilns\\/ers to tliese questions, lest it undermine its owl
atrthority,

Stalin's dcrrth led to a tharv. Writings began to
ilpprli:u' rrlrich seemccl to ltrerrk au'ay from the clrearv
forn.rs of socialist realism. Ilya Ehlenbvrg's Thaw,
lJrrclirtscr''s llol Ry Breacl. Alonc, pr-ornised a n€)\\r

resLlrgence. But the tharv somel-row never' led to
spring. Stalin had been repudiated, but not Stalinism.
The Party after initial laxity in control of literature,
s\\'arnped dou'n on all writing not in keeping with
its icleological airns. Repression rvith occasional mild
closes of laxity has continuecl till today.

I-Iowever the Stalinist past could not be revived and
questioning among intellectuals and u'riters could not
bc haltecl. From mid-fifties to mid-sixties, the rvriters
begiln to cliurour for greater freedom of expression,
freedorn to portray real ernotions in literature, ancl to
assert tlre autonomy of private feelings. Hou'ever, the
protesting voices did not question the validity of
socialism, nor were the dissenters anything but arclent
patriots. Their demands rvere for literaly ancl not
political freedom.

A ttrruilrg point carnc in the history of protest movc-
rnent in Russia r,vith the trial of Siniavsky and Daniel
in Febnrarl, 1966. a trial rvhich rvould go clown in
historl' rrs olle ol thc grcat l:indn-rarks ir.r the stmggle

Sinha -/
for'' freedom. It is this trial that jolted u'riters and
intellectuals rrot only in the USSR but in the entile
communist world, In the USSR itself, writers lealised
that artistic freedom could never be secured without
at the same time ensuring civil liberties" An incipient
movement began in Russia dernanding just and
equitable application of laws. A struggle in quest of
justice was launclied. What the protesters demanded
rvas protection and guarantee of the Fundamental
Rights which were already in the constitution of the
LISSR. What they further demanded was making real
the Rights enshrined in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, to rvhich the USSR was a signatory.
The Siniavsky-Daniel trial exposed most vividly the
gulf between the professed law of the land and its
actual perversion by th.e courts.

Since the 1966 trial, there has been a growing move-
rnent of rvriters and intellectuals, scientists and artists,
even among some peasants and workers, demanding
fair justice and greater freedom. This has been exten-
sively documented In Quest of lustice" a remarkable
collection of documents on protest and dissent in the
Soviet Union today. It includes protests demanding
artistic freedom; protests against petwersion of larvs;
demands fol religious Iibert)'; and protests from
'subject' nationalities against "Russification". trlost of
the rvritings in this volume have appeared earlier in
the jotrrnal Problems of Comntunism.

Brumberg's volumc comprises three perrts. The'
first part consists of 'Cor"nmentaries'-inforrrative. u'ell
studied articles on intellectual and religious dissent.
Soviet law and problems of nationalities. The seconcl
part of documents is the most extensive trucl remark-
able section in the book. No mere reportage clr analysis
c:rn do justice to this section of letters and petitions,
transcripts of trials ancl appeals for justice. Tl-rey are
a witness to the great struggle for civil liberties going
on in the Soviet Union today. tsukovsk,v and Litvinov,
Grigorenko and Ginzburg, Galanskov and Larisa
Daniel and host of others by their remarkirble couragcl
antl sacrifice l.rdve shown that no totalitarian system,
however strong and efficient, can destroy the urge for
fi'eedom. A Russian writer (unknown) rvhile referring
to Siniavsky-Daniel trial wrote: "siniavsky and Daniel
denied the charges of anti-Soviet activities. Ancl well
they might. Such wtitings as theirs can only be bene-
ficial. Just think, old friend! In the courage of Siniavsky
and Daniel, in their nobility and their victory, therc
is a dlop of oul bloocl, our sufferings, our battle against
humiliation ancl lies, against mttrderers :rncl traitors of
all sorts. \\zhat is slancler? You and I rell-rernller the

'ln. Qucst of Justice , Eclitcd
l'rrblislrcls 1SJ70.

b1, Abrahanr Brurtrbc,rg, Pracgt:r



Freetlont First

Stalin era-the cuncentration canps on an unplece-
cientcd, super-Hitlerian scale. Auschrvitzes rvithout
ovc'ns, rl'here miilions perished. We know the corrup-
tion, tire bloody corruption of tirose iu power rvho,
having repented, to this day do not want to tell the
truth......"

Censorship in the Sr:viet Union has cornpelled many
)'oung rvriters to seek "non-official" channels to expr.ess
theil creative urges. Typed and some even clandestinely
plinted, "nnderground literature" in Russia toclay
"occupies a unique position in the Soviet literary
rvorld". A sample of this is included in part three of
tlris volume, In includes historical anci political essays
(none of them could be even remo,tely conrsidered
slanclerous of Soviet Union), literary criticism, short
stories and poerns. It incltides a rtimarkable piece of
literary criticism ('Itt Defence of Pparnids') on
Yevtushenko by Siniavsky, a toucliing story by
Ilukovsky, trvo short chilling stories by Kalaguzhin
('Stalin's Charm' and 'Stalins Srnile') and Kushev's
(tried and convicted in 1967) long intelesting poem
'I)ecembrists'.

The battle for fi'eedom continues to rage in Russia,
cic.spite farcical trials iurd KGB threats. There are signs
that the struggle for civil liberties in the Soviet Union
is ct'cn trssturing rnore organized form. The docunrent
incltrcled at tlre eud iu Brtrmberg's volume seems to
confinn this. It is a petition ircldrerssed to the Corr-
rr.rission on Huur:rn Rights of the Unitecl Nations, And
rvl''rrt is siguificaut is thrrt it is signed by'a bodl' (nau.rcs
:irc gilen t t'lrich calls itsclf "Thc Initiative Group for
Dcferrsc of Cilil Iliqlrts in thc U.S.S.R." No ringing
clori'n of ctrrtains lrt on tlie Soviet clrarnrr in quest
of justicc!

April 1971

Ileoiean

lndia's Constitution snd Politics
A. G.uNoorali, Jaico Publisiring llouse, Ils. 10/-.

r!-\HIS is a companion voiurne to Mr'. Noorani's book
I that was reviewed last rrlonth. It brings together
alticles on constitutional and political topics rvritten
over a period of about nine years. T'he book is of about
600 pages and the price is only Rs. 10.

Mr. Noorani is a prolific v'riter and his larrge of
interest is wide, though it is conffned in this volume
only to current political af{airs including the considera-
tion of some constitutional questions that arose. The
articles in the first four chaptels on the position of the
Presideut and the Governor, the Cabinet Systern,
Parliamentary Privileges, the Attorney General ancl
relations between i\,'Iinisters and Civil Servants,
based trs they are on a detailed discussion of the
provisions of the Constitution and debates in the
Constituent Assembly, are stich as s'oulcl do credit to
:rny eminent constitutional larvyel'.

Of greater interest to ordinarl' reaclers rvill be N4r,
Noorani's articles on the N,luslim problern collected
together in one chapter. They discuss in a dispassionate
and lationtrl mannel tlte position c'f il{uslirns in India,
their grievances, the injustice clone to Urdu and the
problem of conrmunal riots. Tvvo article.s "How a Riot
Begins and Spreads" ancl "The Farnotrs 23 Riots" de-
serve particultrr rnention. Tlrey' tear to slrrecls many
a m1-th about communal liots sedulotrsh' propagated
by I{inclu commtrnalists. l'hc r'olume contairrs mitny
otl-rel thouglrtftrl ilrticlcs ol il larictr' <lf topics. Thcv
can bc re-rcacl u'ith plofit. V.B.K.
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33.1 per cent of the polled votes. 'fhe Su'atantra rvon
6 of thc 19 scats it contestecl polling {65,112 r'otes in
irll arnounting to 2.8 per cent.

Tlrc Talnil Nuclu results indicate not niuch of a

rirclical cliangc iu attituclc piitterns oI r'otcrs' prcfc-
rcrlccs, lrut tlre scopc [ol frintastic c'lrange.s tliat arc
possiltle ts il conscquerrcc of poor ancl unstructured
organizational strategy. The mid-term elections were
l;iltgriy fotrght unlikc in any othcr ciir'lier elections.
Tliis rvas to bc nirtrrral in the climatc ol harcl politics
r.r'hiclr the Prirnc \linistc.r' introclucecl as a style for the
first tinre in thc countnr in l.rer orvn fonl of purges.
Thc Salem inciclents insulting Hinclu Gods by follorvers
of Octogenarian llarnas\\':ur1y Naicker, rc:rnoval of
r nlnlcs of 'largc. nurtrbcr of voters :urrl inclusion ,f
tr-toar;lrcrlv l:rrgc nrrnrber of nerv voters frorn ternp<lraw
IrrrIrnents, sonrc ururclcrs-all inclicirted greatel bittc'r-
rrcss in the contt-'st. This bittenresr^ u'ill ternpt retalia-
tion in tlrc rnassivc. r'ir-'torv tlrat has bc.en olrtair.recl ltv
llrc l).\1.K. irr rcgarcl to tltc ntunbcl of scirts^.

l0

A lot depends upon the styles that rvill be pursuecl
by the D.NI.K. leadelsliip in \lach':rs after a victorious
clection. If they ale conscious of the large percentagc
of opposition votes polled, thc,)r could learn the skills
of ef]icicnt anci clc.an adrlinistrirtion and uphold demo-
cratic tlaclitrlons. Should the1, bs ternpted to read ex-
:rg.qerated significance irr tljc number of s'eats tlrcy havc
rvon and continrre rvith tlieir old rvays of cynically
retaliating against those rvho clo not agree u'ith thenr,
the1, 1vlll be aclding to tlre bitterness. TIic D.\,1.K.
contains emirrent intellecttrals rl']ro coulcl steer thc
party in the right direction in this "crisis of victory"
becausc in rnany respects tlre overrvhehning victory
ancl tlre knock-out of all opposition represents a rcrrl
crisis to the victors bccausc they qe1tl,1 'not hopc to gct
n hcaring. TItc tenrptation to Irrcak-up opponent's
rlrganizations strclr as their cooperatives, rrnions, their
Irusjness etc., rvill be vely nruch the;r'e, irs a retaliation.
Srrch tc'r.nptiitions sltotrlcl bc finr-rly rc,sisterl.
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tion in rrrr-rlcting corrsumers), a lawyei' rvho thougl'it
(arid rightll' so ) that for his skills the salari, of a I{igii
Court judge rvas inadequate, some of tl-ie biggest land-
lords of Andhra Pradesh, and professionals rvithout
sense of pr"ofessional restraints who ran away frorn tireir.
responsibilities as Cirairmen of public sector under-
takings when the elections came, or people rvho dis-
covered drarvbacks in their or,r,n palties and virtues
in the lluling Congress on the eve of elections. Suc'h
people have no moral capacity to rvolk sincerely for
an egalitarian society even if such a society were
possible. Sociai justice and egalitarianism are not fi'uits
,rdrich grorv on tlie. tree of political opportunism: .'.".

It is not these things r.vhich should bother all those
c.ornrnitted to democracy and who differ from Nh's.
Gandiri's economic approach. Noi should they be
ciisturbed by the cries of "sanjay Gandhi ki jai" witlr
its dynastic overtones lvhich her dutiful followers
raiseci ils election results carne florving in. Wl"rat is
ominous is India's destiny as an independent nation
in vielv of Communist Rtrssia's glowing influence in
India and Mrs. Gandhi's excessive attachme.nt'to that
country and her reliance on Indian politicians rvho till
recently were devoted mental slaves to the Cornmunist
Party of the Soviet Union.

Russia has ah'eady started the econornic loot of our
ccrturtry. The recent deal to bu1' the surgical instr.u-
rnents frorn the or-rtmoclecl ftrcto4, she suppliecl us at
\ladras is brit one typical n-rethod of modem economic
colonialism practised bv USSR on gullible ol r,r'eak
cour-rtries-clump outdirted capitul equiprnent ancl
technologv at hear';' cost on poor peoplc and rr'her.r
tlicy alc siuck up ii ,tii it, import its prochtct at rock-
bottom prices! Thus tlte Russiar.rs get clieap stuff u,itli-
cxrt c:rpital jnvestnreut ancl the "coionies" sufier thc
losses !

Tite encirclemer.rt of India by, establishing ltel Navy
in the Indian Ocean and neutralising the balance 'of

power on the sub-continent by alming Pakistan while
clumping obsolescent militarl' hardrvare on India
(without necded spares or servicing) al'e other lneaus
of rnodeln colonialiini. If the preseirt trends continlle.
jt will on};' be a question of time before ra'e have ex-
changed \\'hite colonialisnt for Red colonialism with :r
brief span of Indepenclence in betu'een.

Yet in rrnother s'ay, l-971 rnarks a complete sv'ing
of tl're pendulum in the public life of h'rclia. The
Gandhian era, rvith its emphasis on purity of rreans
and poiver of the people is cornpletely dead. \4rs.
Indila Gandhi repleserrts tlre new lnood, narnely, an-v
rneans are goocl enotrgh scl Iong as objectives arc
obtainecl, turd a nra Ltao1't sircltr can srbrriclge all indi-
viduals. Whethcr the cotrntrl' u'ill losc botli its inclc-
pendence ancl soul, or ernerge as a strolrg and pios-
perous llcpublic :rftcr uuclersoing :rn orclcai of fire, onlv
tirne car-i tell.

1971 ELECTIOAIS AND INDIA'S FUTLTRE _ (Cont,cI .t'ranr 
Ttage 2)

hou'ever, be in t]re economic field. Her economic philo-
sophy is a carbon copy of the Stalini.st progr.amme.
N{ore cr:ntlols (including the economically impossible
one of price control), a confusion of size lvith concen-

. tlation oI economic poVer' (which ignores the logic of
moderrr technology and structure of a dynamic eco-
uorny), expansio; of public sector and naiionalisation
of industr-ies and trade for sake of expansion of the
siate sector ( a drain on the econorny as socialists in
Europe have found out) have been promised by N{rs.
Gandhi's Congress. The experience of even cornmunist
countries and our own in past 15 vears shows that
this.is no formula for econornic welfare of, the,masses.

Strch a statist econornic philosophy will p,roduce an
econorny rvhich lacks diversity, cost cormciousness
(which even Mr. Brezhnev has recently recognised as
the heart of the 'cconomic system ) and managerial
competence. It u'ill fail to fulfil the aspirations of the
people for ir better life and economic opportunities.
What is rnore, in an eflort to administer such an eco-
nom)', the Government will dissipate its energies ancl
re.sources, and fail to fulffl its basic obligations Iike
provision of law and order, education and other items
of the infrastructure. Problems of rising prices and
unemployment rvill grovv and crush the'fixed income
groups, like the middle classes and the urban poor,
and the landless labour as in the past.

Unorganised conslrmers will have to pay a heavy
price under such a system. They are already doing
so. for instance, as depositors of nationalised banks
u'hosc sen'ice has detelioratecl, p:rssengers of IAC ur
policr'-holders of inefFcient LIC. Their misery u'ill in-
cr€rilse rnanifo]cl rls theil clroice of producers is
ruarlou'ed dovyn to state rnonopolies,

It lemains to be seen r,vhether even at this late stage
arly ecorlornic pragmatism rvill dawn on the Ruling
Paltl'. The ilnswer is likely to be a No, because the
present statist policy rneilns "bread and butter" for pro-
fessionerl politicians, their corrupt officer lackeys and
con'ript btrsirressrnen friends. There does not seem tcl
be any instunce in history u'here parasitical groups
htrve voiuntarily given up theil victims.

Tben rernains the big question of egalitarianism
u'hich lus been prornised. An attack on the propertied
class in urban aretls can safely be preclicted. But an
overall solution srill remain ir pipedream for a number
of reasons.

Filst, inequality in the model'n cconomy is functiorial
and can be destroyed only by destroying the pros-
irerity of the masses. Second, the present hypocritical
systerri of clrar.r'ing snrall salaries and huge perquisitcs
by legislators ancl n.rinisters, in order to fool the public
unlll continue. The exanrple rvill spread all dorvn the
line. Tlrird, thc Rtrling Congr:ess is a partv of mostiy
"\'e)-tccl intel'c'sts". Its cornposition is reve.nling-sugar
s)'ndic:rte ltosses of il'Iaharaslrtra (u'ho have no hesita-
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It is no mere rvind of change. It is a hun'icane and
it has battered out of shape all those pitted against
the rrew Congress.

-Sham Lal, Tinres of lnclia,lr4arcli 12.

With Many .Voices
Moans round- with many voices. Come, *rliitJ""jl
'Tis not too latc to seek a newer world." 

'

-Tenngson,

The hanclling of prisoners of war by Nortli Vietnam
is a story of crtuelty rarely matched in lristory.

--David Lawrence, U.S. Neu.rs & World Report,
March 8.

'fhc independence of Pakistan has not in fact rneant
reirl indepenclence for East Pakistan; it has meattt for
its subordination in cvery respect to West Pakistan.

-Opinion, N4arch 9.

For the present the outlook for an inclependent Cuba
is not bright. It has become one of the colonies of the
Soviet Union, bought by Russian money.

-David Lawrence, U.S. Neuss & Woild Repoft,
March 15.

India's people have given NIrs.
fieci nrandate according to tlre
clolvn in India's Constitution.

-I+Iarch of tlrc Nalion, tr'larch 20.

Thc people of Calcutta hase tnade tlreir ternrs lvitl.t
violenc'e. in some sections of societl' rvith unbelievable
nonchalance.

-Thc llluslratcrl \\/cekltl ttf Irrliu,IIarch 2l.

'!' Confiscation of las'ftrllv acquired properties ancl
e{ficiently conducted concerns is certairtly not the lvay
to reduce economic clisparities.

-Tlrc Radical Huncnisl. It'larch 1971.
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finest hour is also her greatest

-Observer, 'Ihe Cenhu'y, Mareh 13.
Ganclhi an uuquali-

rule of lalv as laid

t,lrs. Ganclhi's
challenge.

AII the reactionary forces that had bec'orne divided
into the Indicate and the Syndicate are going to line
up under the Indicate leadership.

-E.M.S. Namboodlripad, Hindu, trIarcli 15,

1he Ladf is riding the tiger of roused expectations,

-lanata, lvlarch 14.

Great Britain is no longer a great inperial po\\;er.
It has clivested itself of all its colonies, except those
s'hich are too srnall to be divested of easily.

-Ian Ticklc, Stuiss Press Rettiew {r Nius Repot't,
March 22.

Vluch of our labour-managetoent relations and
laws and plactices are out of tune with the times.

-Railway Minister, K. Hanumanthiya,
lndian Exytress, March 26.

\\/ill "sorne day" ever bccome "today" for the Russian
cousurner?

-Tinrc, N4arch 29.

Thc rval fol Bengali Independencc rrill be a reality
from nou' on u'hntever tlre outcorne of tl.re current show
of forcc.

-Sclig llarrison, Wa,shington Posf, March 28.

Iiditccl arid prrblishccl for thc Dcmocratic Research Service by \i. R. Karnik at i27
printed by him at Inland Printers, 55 Ganrdevi Road,

l,lahatnra Gandhi Road, Bombay l, and
Bombay 7.


	227 - April 1971 
	1971 Elections and India's Future - M. R. Pai
	Election in West Bengal - K. K. Sinha
	Advertisement - Indian Cancer Society
	Election Trends in Tamil Nadu - "Atreya"
	America and South Asia
	Philip Spratt - A Tribute - A. B. Shah
	Books Received
	Election Results at a Glance
	In Quest of Justice - V. K. Sinha
	Book Review: India's Constitution and Politics - V.B.K.
	With Many Voices

