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GOA THE END OF THE HASHISH TRAIL 
Suzanne Labin 

THEY are twenty years old and soon they will go 
out, like their pipes. But they don't know it. 

Their hair is still long and healthy, if tangled; their 
eyelids, unwrinkled, open up over expressionless, 
washed-out eyes. Their cheeks have kept the roundness 
of childhood, but their colour is deathly ashen. They 
have all their teeth, but they no longer brush them. 
They are t\venty years old but the blood runs sluggishly 
through their veins. In Goa, at the end of the hashish 
trail, they will come to their end very soon, in smoke, 
but they don't know it. 

I found myself in Goa, where several thousand 
hippies have taken refuge, attracted by a beautiful 
deserted beach. To find them you enter the forest and 
look for the little palm-thatched huts , huts without 
colour, without motion. Inside, a couple of mats or beds 
of wood: no chairs, no tables, no psychedelic posters, 
no records to break the monotony. They've sold their 
record players en route to Goa, and the few who still 
have them lost the desire to listen to the strident rock 
they couldn't live without in San Francisco. 

The beach of Kalengute is so inaccessible that 
there is not a singl~ hotel with the simplest com­
forts according to Western standards. The Government 
has built a lodge for tourists but the accommodations 
are rudimentary and the food, in the great hall, is al­
ways the same, always exercrable. 

There are huts scattered under the palm trees. Two­
thirds of them harbour native fishing families , the other 
"families" of hippies, most of which don't include any 
women but usually four or five young men living in 
chastity (drugs deaden the sexual drive). The hippies 
rent their huts for $4 a month. Since there may be 
from four to ten in a hut the price per person is seldom 
more than a dollar. 

In a hut I found a young French couple who were 
eager to share their ideas. They were convinced that 
they understood the eternal Verities and I must admit 
that when I heard their thesis, it was unsettling. They 
compared the day of a Parisian suburbanite with his 

three hours of sardine-hood, travelling in tl1e sweat­
box of tl1e Metro, or at tl1e wheel of a car in a traffic 
jam with tl10usands of otl1er cars as ugly as his own, 
breatl1ing gas fumes, with the blessed hours that they 
savoured, by a warm beach, lulled by tl1e cosmic: lullaby 
of waves throwing tl1emselves against unseen, under­
water obstacles. 

The man's skin looked like an albino's, devoid of 
pigmentation. Only his long chestnut hair gave him 
colour. I couldn't help asking about his pallor. 

His companion replied: "He has just gotten out of 
the hospital. He has spent four months there, recover­
ing from dysentery." 

It must have been an atrocious attack of dysentery 
for him to have spent four months in an Indian hospital, 
when in Bombay so many of the critically ill die on 
the sidewalks. 

I suggested, to hearten them, that it wouldn't take 
long for the sun on the beach and the bracing ocean 

( C ontinu.ed on page 14 ) 
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Betuseen Yau ,1, Me and The Lamp Post

Khaki Election

QO the Khaki Election has come and gone, and the
v expected has happened. Among the many casualties
are the Communist Party (Malxist) in Bengal and the
Swatanh'a Party in Gujarat.

No tears need be shed over Mr, Jyoti Basu's corn-
pla.int that there was not a free and fail election and
that violence was used agaiiist his-'behdidates and
voters by the mling Congress Party. Frorn all accounts,
as in Kashmir, so in Bengal, this election was rigged
to a Ialge extent. But since when have Communists
permitted theil opponents to win iu free or fair elec-
tion? Those who pick up the srvord perish by the
srvord, and the C.P. (lr{arxist) have been well and
truly hoist on their own petard.

The Srvatantra Party in Gujarat, though in a very
different rvay, have brought the debacle on them-
selves. The repeated acts of indiscipline and skuldug-
gery of a section of the Gujarat unit and its M.L.A.s,
their betral'al of their Party's nominee in an election
to the Rajya Sabha and their support to the turn-coat
C. C. Desai, are the chickens that have now come
home to roost as a result of lost credibilltf in the eves
of the Gujarat electorate.

\leansliile. another casualq tliat should cause much
rvider concern is the eclipse of the autonomy given
lx' the Constitution to t}te States of the Union. With
t.lie exception of Olissa, Tamil Naclu, Goa, \leghalaya
and \lirnipur, the voters rln tlre other Statcs hirvc
virtually,-r'oted arvay their rights to the pou'crs that be
jn Dellii. The elcction results nrark one more step
dorvn the slippery slope to one-part)' mle. How many
rnore remain? We hesitate to count.

"A Victory for Humanity"
f'I rvas orrlr, Iast rnonth tl'tat Frccdonr Firs/ drerv
I attcntion isr',d"r,, The Forgotten l\,lassacres) to the
sufferings of tlre people in South Sudan by publishing
an Open Letter by Col. Joseph Lagu, the leader of
An;ra Nya, tle Ilantu resistance. At that time, nobody
in India had apparently heard about this entire deve-
lopment. Suddenly it lras become world news.

We are huppy that the butchery has at last ended
and an agreement has been entered into between
President Nirneiry and Colonel Lagu. The cease-fire
announced is to be followed by a great measure of
autonomy in the Southern Provinces and the fading
out of the Northern garrisons there.
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It is to be hoped that this "political settlement",
rvhich East and West Pakistan failed to achieve, will
crrdure, It is, as a newspaper i'r Uganda has describecl
it, 'h victory for humanity".

(Continued on page 3)

' rN rrirS'issun
Suzanno Labin's article is a sequel to her book,

Hippies, Drugs b Sex. She has spent a great deal
of the last three yean studying the drug trend.
r\'Iadame Labin is an established authority on
dre problems of communism and is President of
the International Confereqce on Political War-
fare.

Iu his article written on the eve of Bredrnev's
speech to a trade union Conference in Moscow
on lt'Iarch 20, A. G, Noorani picls up the thread
about the Brezhnev Plan which, as his keen nose
discerned, is once again very much in the works.

S. K. Rau, a veteran journalist, tells the story
of the emergence of the National Union of
Journalists as a bona fide non-pnlitical organisa-
tion of India's ;:ournalists whose suryival as a
profession is tlreatened by plans being made in
Delhi to cripple the press as an organ of free
expression.

The r,vafer-thin majority by rvhich West Ger-
many's treaties with the Soviet Union and Poland
are erpected to be ratiffed - if indeed they do
not bring dor,r'n Chancellor Willy Brand's govern-
ment - make the artcle by "Hippopotamus-
very topical.

William Buckley, well-known commentator
and E&tor of The National Retsieu of New York,
was very much in the news,from Peking where he
formed part of the press corps that accompanied
President Nixon. He also briefly visited India.
Anil Dharker reviews Buckley's latest book and
catches a ride on an exciting weck in his life
in November 1970.

Geeta Doctor reviews a recent performance of
Gucharan Das' play,'Meera'.

So much has been rvritten about President
Nixon's visit to Peking that it is with some
hesitation that the Editor joins in the game and
adds his own sixpenny rvorth.



T'HH RETREAT F-ROM PEKINC
ft[. R.

TEiFn. GEORGE BUSH, the U. S. representative,
lY Fi ,'igl1ll' cfiarrr.ctelised the resolution of the U.N.
General Assernbly expelling the Republic of China and
seating the Conrmunist dictatorship as a "monent of
infiin-ry." \{ay not the same description be given to
Prr,,sident Njxon's visit to Pd*jng?

To this question, sharply divergent answers may be
erpectecl evcn from those whose loyalty to democratic
values cannot be questioned. Let it be conceded that
,f or: .tlre, U.S.. to seck to. cut,,to size",the, Klernli.n,,rvhich
has overtaker-r the U.S. in nuclear armaments aud thus
poses a grim threat to world security and peace, is a
ucrfectly legitimate exercise in maintaining the balance

Nlasani

of power. If this has to be clone by neutralising Com-
munist China, which feels itsclf imrnediately threaten-
edby M Soviet divisions, a fourdr of the entfue Soviet
army! on its frontiers, there cait be no cornplaint. Let
it also be conceded that there has been no'betrayal
of Japan, South Korea or South Vietnam as a result of
the negotiations in Peking.

Nonetheless, President Nixon s visit and many inci-
dents connected with it canno't but give cause for
gruve , concerrl .to. .lovers . of freedom everlx /her€, .paxti- .

cularly in Asia. Throughout the visit, the Americans
behaved like suppliants. To trained observers on the
spot ancl at ;r distance, it seemed as if President Nixon

Blil\I'litrN YOU ,!t IIE AND THE

Like a Russian in Cairo
D)UIILIC llelations men and wornen recently met in
I Crrlcutta at the Third Conference of the Public
llclrrtions Society of India to consider the role of public
lelations in the changing social, ecotomic and politi-
cal euvironment. It hapqrens not to be a very congerrial
cnvironment, and the Corrferetrce rvas reurinded of the
srrggestion tl'rirt ir.r such circumstances the successful
practitioner of public relations rvould need "the enthu-
siirsiir of a cl;eer lerrcler. tlte self-assurance of a

filuc6e, thc frierciliness of a Rr-rssian in Cailo, the
tt,n:rcitr- of a minso:rkccl St. Patrick's Day parader, the
rlip)onrao' of a tc)cphone comllany supervisor, the
prrtic,nce ol u rescrtrcli clrenrist. ther clispositior.r of a

st'lflc'ss l)ar(llrt. thc glilness tll an \'I.C.. the siro*'nran-
ship of a Ilarnum irnd, above all, the genius of an
l-linstcin."

Thcre \\/ere some good r.nen and wotnen at the Con-
fcrence but, alas, u'ho could hope to measllre up to
srrr,h a prescliption? Easicr ar.rd ltetter, perhaps, to tr,v
lncl change tlie euvironment.

Encyclopaedia Britannica Also Tilts

L llritannica, ,,vhich has been regarded as an
objective and authoritative source of knowledge, has

leccntly given cause for concern as to whether ideolo-
,licirl or,ertones ntilv not be affecting its functioning.

About a year ago, Professor Ernest van den Haag
of lrler,t' y61'li flniversity rvas commissioned b1' the
Encyclopacdfu Britonnica to u'rite an article on Civil
l,-)isobcdiencc, a thenrc of particul:rl intercst in Indirr
lund c,spccially to those, likc the Editor, I'r4ro had practi-
scd it rrndr:r' Garicllriji's learicrsl.rip.

LA 'IP Pos'f-Continuecl from page 2

Evidently, hower,er, as a consequence of changes in
the editorial stafi, Professor van den Haag was in-
formed that, because of a shift in policy, his article
would not be published. \&/hen pressed for an explana-
tion, the general editor revealed that no article on
civil disobedience would be published because "We
do not now think rve rvill be able to obtain at this time
an encyclopaedically acceptable, dialectically neutral
article on the subject."

Commenting on this intriguing development, Pro-
fessol Sidney Hook, Professor of Philosophy in New
York University and veteran Liberal intellectual, has

observed: "As one who has specialized for years in
the study of the then.re of Professor van den Haag's
alticle, I bcrlicve it is a rnodel oi anal)'sis, detachtlent
irnd 'cncvclopaedic' mcrit. It expounds fairly and
thoroughly all sicles of the subject rvith incisiveness
and dialectical balance. It rvould be a disservice to
the intellectual commttnity if Professor van den Haag's
trticle rvere not made genelally available, for it also

is a most illuminating contribution. Its publication
honors ar)y sponsor

"Ttere temains the clisquietiug phenomenon of thc
rejection of this article by tl-re Encgclopaedia Britannica
after it had been accepted. Is this part of a pattern of
politicalization? Has this reputable and time-honored
referenc'e work now fallen into the hands of editors
who have ideological axes to grind, who are betraying
its great heritage and the public trust in furthering
their own ideological bias? Their action in this instance
certainly arouses suspicion."

This is a disturbing clevelopment, but it is good to
knorv tl.rat an expanded version of Prof. van den Haag's
essay r.vill be hrought otrt in book form by Harper &
Iloiv tlris Spring.
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did all the u'ooing rvhile the Cliinese Communist
leaders, sttrlctly cor.r'ect, nonetheless turued a cold
slioulcler. Auiong those rvho hold this viet' is sucir an ex-
perienced ancl mature shldent of Chinese and Asian
affails as the veteran writer, James Nlichener, r,vho
repr:escrnted The Readers' Digest in Peking. Repeatedly,
rviicther by the distribution of ofiensive propaganda
mirterial to the U.S. pressmen, or the staging of a
cnrde class rvar drama which the President was forced
to applaud, or the public hurniliation of .A.merican-
h'ainecl University professorsf the fact u'as rutrbed in
that the Chinese Cornmunists wet'e not proposing to
dilutr:, much less to abandon, their viciousness or their
aggr:essive postures and intentions.
' jrJo u'oncler NIr. William Bucklev, on returning to
Amcrica from Peking declared: "I anr no longer inte-
ri'stc(l in Richard Nixon."

Asicn tr[unich

One u'onders whethel the U.S. ?r'esident, despite
his profound understanding of tlre col.nmunists and
tireir rva-vs, appreciates the cruel blow his visit I'ras

inflictecl on dre molale of the Cl.rinese people in their
resistance to thc tvranny of \{ao Tse-hug? There can
lrc no cluestion that the comnrtutiqne signed by the
Prcsident and the statentent of the U.S. position in it
rc.ui-rrcling Tairvan is a ca]lotrs betrarral not so nrrtch
r;f his trlh', President Chianq Kai-shek. as of tlre peopll
ol Taiu'an s'l"ro have everv right to their inclctrendcnce
,rrrcl lnr:nrbership of the I-J.\. likc :urv other natiolr. -\s rr

Ttis'anesc tolcl NctestcccA-: "Tlie U.S. hrrs begrrrr
sinl.irig tlie Nirtionaiists' lroirt- rrncl it is norl forcirtg
us Trirr'anese to get on the sinking ship."

Tf Jau'aharlal Nchru. ll' his a('ceptanc'e of Chinese
rrullroritv over Tibct, bc'trrrvecl tlrt' Tiltetnn people.
i'r'e'sitlcnt Nixon. lrv his cltarrrc ic'risnlion of Tain'rtrl
rrs ll:irt of Ciiitra, brrs solcl ortt tltt'r'igllts ol thc pcolrlc
of Taiu'an.

Foltrrnatelv, cven the U.S. Government cannot lrancl
ovcr 'l-aiwan to \lao Tsc-tung on a platter. With a

lruor':rrl ecollom\; ancl rr statrtlarcl of lifc manv tinte--
highcr than that of the \{ainlancl and u'ith one of the
fincst and biggest arrnies of Asia, Taiu,an is itr no
rnoo<l or necessitv to succttnrb. As a ltell'rted a\valeness
rvill lo doubt show, tl.re Soviet Union rvill be quitc
preprrrcd to accommodate Tairvan s'ithin the Brezhllcv
I'lan of coiicctive secrrritv in Asia. With \'loscot'
hirving nlrcady includecl India in its collective secttritv
arrangement.s bv the conclttsiot't of the Indo-Soviet
Tredty, "wlry", asks lr4r. Ceoffrev Fludson. formerh'
Director of Far Eastern Studies at St. Anthon1"5
College, C)xford, "should the plotecting arrn of the
Sovict Union not be extenclecl also to Taiu'an if it is

lcft in the lrrrch by its present alll'?"
Tl the Clrinese Comnrunist.s rvere to repeat Hitler's

tlrrcat cluring Worlcl \Var IT to dcstrot' Britairi as lre
*,oulcl rvling the neck of I chicken' Pr:esiclent Chiang
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Iiai-shek coulcl well repeat Churchill's classic reply:
"Let him try. Sorne chicken. Some neck."

lleans us Entls

Tlie pith of thc advelse criticism of President Nixon's
poiicies is not against their objectives, r,vhicir t'ire
no clonbt legitimate. But could these ends not have
been furtliered by normal diplomatic inoves ancl
exercises? Was it really necessar)/ to glorify and give
respectability to a bandit regine. to create douhts and
suspicions in the minds of loya.l aliies in Asia arrd to
sacrifice the national independence of the people o1'

Ttriu.'an in order to estabiish a new relationship with
Communist China which is, in Mr. I{enry Kissinger's
6r-;n rl'olds, "deadly'afraid of 'the Soviet' Unionl''t-rnd
needs U.S. support againsi the Soviets at least as much
as tlre U.S. needs Clrinese neutralisation ais-a-ais
]lussitr? On a cool calculation of the pros and cons,
fhc ansu'er to tlie first question rvould appear to be in
the affirnraiive and that to the second a resounding
'No.'

Stc:rr:t Dourmcnt
This anirlvsis is confirr.ned by a secret Chinese Corrl-

ntrrnist clocuurcnt, hitherto unpublished in India, tlrat
lelked out from the \'Iainland in the last rveek of
Fehmarv. It had been circulated to the Cornmur.rist
caclrt s ancl is entitlecl "The International Situation and
Publrc'itv Directive". It is claimed that the Peking
reginr{. aqrcecl to President Nixon's visit "only to stcp
rr';r s,rlrr.i,rsivc irctivities in the U.S." The document
go{'s on to sar':

"-\iron's visit to Peiping rvill help intensify propa-
giinda irciilities in the Unitecl States... And we hope
to hclp the .-\rnelican people ideologicnllv and througlr
nrrlrlic rrpinion to rise up in a rer-olrrtion to topple
.\rnc'ric rr's lt'acrticlnarv governmcnt."

Thc clr..crnr.rent claims tlriit Niron was likelv to
nrirke concessions to the Maoists cluring his visit, btrt
cvcn if he dicl not, Peiping "still lvorrld be tlie rvinner".

"l'-;'r:olr. bt'c'arrsc of dornestic ancl diplonratic neecls,
r':rnnot but considcr seeking sorne complomises", the
-\iaoists srid. "Dcal or no cleal. the initiative lies in
or.rr hanr'ls".

l-)c'sc'r'ibirig thc Nixon visit to Peiping as an act "to
bcg for pcace". thc clircctive saicl the trip u'orrld not
slttlc: ploblcnrs otrtstancling betrvecn Washington and
Pc'ipinq.

\'[av be the Comr.nrrnist Chinese are cotlnting thcir
clricl.:er.rs hefore they are hatched, btrt who can blame
thenr for trying ancl for hoping, in the face of the
grrllibiliry shorvn by' large sections of the American
q..ress and public?

I'erhaps tlre rnost appropriate cpitaph on tlris
slcl chaptcr in history is that pennecl by that n'is<:
{.hincsc philosophcr, Lin Yrr-tang: "N4r. Nixon is a
lnirn of l)('ace. So rvas Neville Cliamber'lain."
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fT is nearly three years now since the Brezhnev Plan
I {or Asian collective seflrrity was first publiclv
advocated, but the lack of candour that characterised
the advocacy then, persists still.

"We are of thgppinion that the course of events is
also puthing on the agenda the task of creating a system
of coliective security in Asia", Mr. L. I. Brezhnev, the
General Secretary of the Soviet Communist Party said,
on June 7. 1969, at the Mosc'ow Conference of the
Qonlrnunist..Parties.

But no details were given. All one had rvas a refer-
ence to the Conference of the European Communist
Parties at Karlovy Vary on April 24, 1967, which put
fonvard certain proposals for European security.

The U.S. Secretary of State, Mr. Rogers, said on

July 2, 1969, "We have attempted to find out what
Mr. Brezhnev had in mind by inquiring from other
representatives of the Soviet Union, and, so far, tliey
have not given us any assistance. They have all said
they were not too sure of rvhat he meant, they were
interested in our reaction to his comments."

Jr,Iatters have not improved since. For, while express-
ing his willingness "positively" to consider the PIan
nos' at this hour', the Japanese Prine \Iinister Mr. Sato
said in the House of Councillors of the Diet, on tr{arch
1. 1972. "\\re do not knorv the exact intention of the
Soviet Union and the details of dre proposal".

The lack of candour is not \loscou"s alone. Neu'
Delhi also shares it. As far back as Julr' 1I, 1969, the
Extemal A-Sairs \linister, \lr. Dinesh Siirgh, said tl-rat

the Sor ict pr-oposal "in printed f ornt cortr'crlecl lo
Indic ncvr:r visualised anything like a rriilitary pact as

a basis for collective securitv." Thanks to the lack of
vigil on the part of our M.Ps., N'Ir. Singh was not evel1

asked to publish "the printed form" in u'hich, ad-
rrittedly,, the proposals had been "c'onveyed to India".

India u'as the only Asian State to rvelcome the pro-
posals. Japan bids fair to be the second. The reasons
in the trvo cases are different. Lr his interview to TASS
on Febluary L6, 1972, the Extcmal Affairs Minister,
lvlr. Srvaran Singh, said: "The Govcrnment of India
has been consistently in favotrr of all itritiatives aimed
at the prornotion of peace and securit-v turd the reduc-
tion o[ intemational teusions. The Brezhngv proposal
for collective security itr Asia etrtrttciatecl in lune 1969

cornes in this categorv."
The Plirne i\'linister, \'lrs. Inclirir Ganclhi, on tl're other'

hand. saicl a fes' clavs later that she did not llclieve
in collective security for Asia lrut there sliould be

unitecl efiorts bv all conceured to enstlre petrce. Oue

wonclers lios. \{rs. Gandhi reconciles this u'ith tl're

Indo-Soviet Treaty, except that she prefers a bilateral
arrangement with Russia to ir rnultilateral relationship
which includes other Asian States as s'ell. It may be
recalled that in her orvn pronouncements on the subject
in 1969, Mrs. Gandhi's emphasis was on tlie bilateral
character of arrangements with Asian States.

Having secured a bilateral arrangement with Russia
Mrs. Gandhi seems anxious nou'to pour cold water on
the tsrezhnev PIan. N4r. Sirajul Hossain Khan, Editor
of the, Eastenr.N ews t\gencgr' -w.as told-,(March.I5;.
1972) that India had not heard anything afresh from
Russia about the Plan, adding, significantly, that eco-
nomic co{pelation between countries could really
make thern strong frorn within and ensure the collective
security and peace of the region

Mrs. Gandhi was referring to the Soviet Premier,
Mr. A. Kosygin's statement in Moscow a day eallier
that strengthening of collective secuity in the area
"would contribute to the consolidation of peace in
Asia". Read u'ith Mr. Sato's remarks, made shortly
after the Soviet Foreign Minister, Mr. A. Gromyko's
visit to Japan, I\4r. Kosygin's statement leaves one in
no doubt about the Soviet detemination to pulsue
the tlrree-year old proposal. Be it noted, il,{r. Kosygin's
statement was made in the context of Indo-Pak
relations. President Bhutto r,l'ill no doubt hear more
of it from his hosts in tr'Ioscovr'. Reportedly, the Prime
Minister of Bangladesh, Sheikh lr{ujibur Reltrnan, did.
The P.T.I. reported ( N{arcli 5 ) that "it is understood
tl-rat during the visit opinions rvere exchanged also on
problems of Asian secnritl' but tlie subject docs not
figure in the declaratior.r, presurnabiy because it is
considered premature in the conditions obtaining in
the Indian peninsula". That only ten days later N'lr.
Kosygin should have publicly revived the Brezhnev
Plan suggests that there u'ere other r:easons for the
omission of any reference to the subject in the
declaration.

All this makes it very irnportant that the Plan's
details be made public and officially, too. The student
i^s ri'hol]y dependent on the occasional contributions of
Soviet publicists. Foremost arnong them is Mr. Spartak
Beglov of Novosti,

He explained on July 2, 1969, thrrt the Brezhnev Plan
gave "priority to political consultations, to mutually
guaranteed measures for observing the integrity and
sovereignty of one another as against measttres of a
military nature". This comes fairlv close to the con-
sultative provisions of the Indo-Soviet Treaty.

Later, in September 1969, lvlr. Gromyko tabled
certain proposals before the U.N. General Assembly
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and sought its endorsement. Thev et','isaged military
assistance by the Security Coturcil t,: ".r-egional sean-
rity systems". The proposals referi'ecl -speciffcally to
r\rticle 2, para 6 of the U,N. Cheii':r. rvhich reads
thus: "Tho Organisation shall ensi:re that states
rvhich are not Members of the Lrnii':d Nations act
in accordancp with these Principles s'-, far as may be
necessary for the maintenance of irrii': rrational peace
and security". Mr. Gromyko ofiered no prize to any one
for guqssing correctly the identity of the non-member
he haf, in mind, China has consistentlt' denounced the
Brezhnev Plan us a move designed to isolate her'

Towards the end of 1969, Prof. G. P. Zadorozhnyri,
Professor of International Law at the Institute of
Internatiornl Relations in Moscow, lectured in Tokyo.
ilhe Professor stayed at the Soviet'Embassy and the '

Soviet Ambassador to Japan was present among the
audience who heard him elaborate on the Brezhnev
Plan. He said: "I believe that the United States of
America must also participate. The United States is
not an Asian country but has interests here; it has

islands and other possessiorx in Asia and is a member
of difierent international treaties". He certified the
fftness of Australia and New Zealand as well. "Iran,
Iraq and even Turkey would be invited to become
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rnernbers". So would South Korea, South Vietnam and
even Taiwan. In fact the Asian collective security
organisation rvould be a regional U.N. complete with
its General Assembly. Security Council and other
organs "promoting political, economic, cultural and
other kincls of collaboration arnong the Asian couut-
lies". And the organisation will be committed to help
a member against whon aggression is committed by
another State.

It is very clear from the few Soviet pronoun@meuts
on the subject thaf, despite persistent denials, the
Brezhnev Plan is directed against China and that it
does envisage military aid.

Mrs. Gandhi, it seems, has been willing to go along
rvith the Russians' sche:ne p:ov{de$ .!t ryas plgped tp.
a trvo-parby deaf Mr. foiygi" r iecent speeci suggests

that they have other ideas. Having secured India's
acceptance of a Treaty of a far-reaching character, the
Russians seem anxious to eqploit the present optrnrtu-
nity' for securing the adherence to ths Plan of others as

u'ell. Japan has revised its position from one of utter
indifierence to a cautious willingness. How the others
fare remains to be seen, What is already plain is the
Russian resolve to extend its infuence in Asia.
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'FHE NtrW SOURNALISTS' MOVEMENT
S. K. Rau

rftl{E formation of a new all India organisation of
I lournalists known as National Union of Journalists
( India ) at a two-day convention of journalists from all
over India in Delhi on January 23 and fuL, L972, has
created quite a sensation and a flutter in some quarters.
Two newspapers of Delhi, the Natianal Hersld and
the Patriot, almost rvent crazy and came out with wild
accusations. Thereby hangs a tale.

Way back in 1948 a handful o,f journalists met in a
club'ih New Delhi'and declared themselVes representa-
tives of all journalists in India and called the new body
they ushered in the Indian Federation of Working
Journalists (IF\,VJ). The late Ml K. Rama Rao, a
veteran journalist and a hero of many battles rvho had
rnade a good deal of sacriffce dufing the freedom
struggle, was the prime mover behind this shorv.
Leadership of the profession would have come to him
for the mere asking, but he preferred to play a humbler
role and sugge.sted his lieutenant Mr M. Chalapati Rau,
tlren Assistant Editor, in the National Herald, to be
the leader. Thus Nfr Chalapati Rau came to be the
ftrst President of the IFWJ.

\,[r Chalapati Rau succeeded lr{r K. Rama Rao as

Editor of the Ncfionol Heralcl and he had a completell'
free hand in the paper. Neluu, founder of the Nafiona/
Herald, gave him compleie freedom. \Ir Rau full',-
elrampioned the cause of u'orkinq joun.relists in the
coltrmns of the Herald, a freedom rvhic'h no editor
enjoved. This created a lialo rouncl the head of \{r
Chalapati as the onlv saviour of the profession.

The IF\I'J dcr-nanclccl the appointment of a Prcss
Conimission. a demancl u4ricir g'as accept'e'cl by the
Government and the IFWJ nominated Mr Chalapati
Rau as its sole representative on the Comrnission rvhicl-r
no doubt produced a monumental Report. A Com-
mission's Report. hou'ever brilliant ancl thought-pro-
voking it nright be. rvould not provide bread and butter
to the workers and so thel' had to u'ait for the con-
stitution of a rvage board as recommertded bv the com-
mission. The IFIVJ wanted complete classification of
grade.s instead of a mere minimum wage board on
:rccount of a fear that the minimum might renrain the
maximum. And so tl-re wage lroarcl rvent into nrinute
details, gave grades, and fixed incretnents. Whatcver
good it had brought also brouglrt ir3 its rvake certain
evils.

The first wage board rccommendations rvere chal-
lenged and declared u.Itro aires and a new one had to
be constituted by an Ordinance by the President. A
second wage board rl'as appointecl a few vears later.
Although most of thc papers implementcrl its rccon.r-
n-rendations. crrriorrslr' l'l alionol lI crald. rr'liicli hac.l

championed the cause of working iournalists through
and through challenged it in the Supreme Court. The
present position is that unless this stay order is vaca-
ted, Government cannot appoint a new wage board.
This, in short. is the history of wage boards for
journalists.

The wage board has done some levelling up. It has
brought some kind of order where chaos existed. But
in the rapidly changing economy, the recornmenda-
tions of a wage board become' ccirnpletety'outdated
by the time they are implemented.

Infiltration
In the laqt fgul years, sorne invisible changes had

been taking place in the iournalistic field. Just as big
indtrstry entered the field of newspapers soon after the
rvar, political elemerets began to inffltrate into the
organised unions of journalists. Their elections were
financed by party bosses and iournalists were asked to
pull somebody's chestnuts out of the ffre' The parties
began to keep their men at strategic points and at the
tirne of election they were to see that independent and
non-aligned journalists did not get into top positions
in tlie journalist movement. The names of a large
number of journalists were rernoved from the rolls of
the organisation rvithout any rhy'rne or reason'

Top-leaders of the movement began to consider the
editor as t}te enemy of the profession and in organi-
sations rvhere there were equal representations for
journalists and editors they made the lives of the
cditors rniserable. Taking full advantage of this
intcmecine fencls, the Governnent simply ignored thc
editors ancl began to get things done through the
proplietors. Result: the editor found himself neither
u'ith the journalists nor with the proprietors'

Having got control of the organisation, those at the
top began to play havoc at the lower level. The cor-
reipondents at the lorvest level form the eyes and r:ars

of the editor. FIe can make or mar the paper. The top
men in the organisation would not allow any corres-
pondent not toeing their line to function. They would
den1, fii- all facilities like accreditation. Thus, politi-
cal extremists were spreading their tentacles far and
rvide in this manner.

Tlre first revolt against this regimentation was
Iaunched in Uttar Pradesh some ffve years ago
r.vhen a new organisation of joumalists lnown as the
UP Jorrrnalists' Association came into existence, to
function as a non-political, professional trade union
bodr.. It had to ffght a battle royal r.vith the IF\\/T
rvhich *'oulcl rrot recngnise its existence. It hacl to
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continue its fight tenaciously and forced the Govern- make dre editol the real leader of the ptof*s.r,r.,:'. i'.
ment to give Recognition by virtue of its strength. giving him the role that is due to him. Tori'.r' :' -

Another cliscluieting feature in the journalist move- neither with the journalists nor with the pr!,'i,-. ,. ,

ment is the subtle support given by the Government and that explains his isolation, rvhich has g'r*':,,, '!'

to the IFWJ. The Government is expected to be scope for outside elements to inffltrate. -i; .

neutral in the fight between two sections of journalists, constitution makes speciic provision for such c);r';,, . ,.

but the Governnent finds that by giving subtle sup- It u'as a historic moment on Sunday, Ter,'*. .
port to the IFWJ, its purpose is served. But this is the 1972 when seventy odd delegates from Drli,, '',,,i
biggest blunder and the whole thing is going to other States voted unanimously amidst ti,'ii'r,, ,,.,r
bo-omerang on the profession. f ire present IFWJ irpplause a resolution for the forrnation of the i'l ir.'.,,'
caucusrvantscompleteleginrentationof theprofession Union of Journalists. As soon as the resoli:.li',,, ,,,,.

',r,'ith journalists pliying to the tune of an orchestra. votecl, existing units in Uttar Pradesh, Teli:rir i .:

and Madhya Pradesh declared their affiliaticir i,.' ..'
Eclitors to loil NUJ. Separate Irewspaperwise units already t "i';(. iir

At long rast, the brun hbs'bebrl'balleir:'rhe.tnaio: H;T:::lfi"Lf,ifth:rtlxir?;t1"fl"y,fi:Tl\1:H;
rity of journalists could not brook this regimeritation. Tournalists' Association a"d tli"n affiliate itsrlf *ttir
They met in a Convention in Delhi on January- 23 ihe NUl. Ne*, units are being formed in Bombay and
and 24 and formed the National Union of Journalists Delhi.
g'hich will be a.non-political, professional trade union The NUJ has begun rvith a bang. It has aiready
which rviil evolve a code of conduct, regulate itself ancl covered more than half the country. It opens a new
keep extraneous elements out. It will also strive to epoch in the history of journalism in India.
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WHY NOT PEACE?
"[Iippopotamus"

f, S expected, tlie Christian Democratic nrajority in
fa ths Bundesrat, the Upper l{ousc of West
Germany, has won a victory over the socialliberal
parties. With a majority of 21 to 20 votes, the oppo-
sition rejected a motion that the bill aiming at the
ratification of non-aggression treaties of the Federal
Republic of Germany and Russia,/Poland should be
passed to the Bundestat, the Lower House, without
clernur. If this was a final rejecUon, it would be a
catastrophy for the Federal Republic's future foreign
policy- towards the East. But fortunatetry'i.t'is'not fir-ral.

Notwithstanding the enorrnous ec.onomic pl'ogress
the t"vo German states have made after World War II
-both are today leadin.g nations within their respec-
tive political set-ups-in the field of foreign policy thev
were-impotent, dependent, anything but imaginative,
in short, third or fourth-rate po\yers. Being the most
loyal followers to theil allies, neither Gern,any could
act freely. Preoccupied with ideological ballast, a
policy towards each other and tou'ards the countries
on the other side of the Iron Curtain rvas non-existent.

In March 1967 Hans Woltgang Rubin, the
Treasurer of the liberal Free Democratic Party of
Germany (FDP)-at that time the only opposition
party-published a studl' 11'iflt the title "The lt{oment
of Truth". He told tlie German public that a ne*'
truth "has to be expressed b1- the offce holders and
understood and accepted bv tiie rnajori\' of the
people; this truth being, tirat the Second \\torld War
rvas Germany's fault, tl.rat Gerrnani' had lost this *'ar
completell', and that Germany' surrendered uncondi-
tionally. The trut'h being that friends and enemies
unanimor,rsly agree that the reunification of the former
German Reich is neither possible nor desirable." The
Germans had to understand that Bismark s creation of
a German National State, a tragic adventure, had come
to an end, but tlat Germany, consisting of tvi'o inde-
pendent, equal partuiers could be reborn out of the
qshgq.aq a factor of stabiliq and i-rope between the
major por.vers.

As Vice Chancellor and Foreign tr'linister of the Fede-
ral Republic of Germany, Willy Brandt-in his own
rvords-began "to advance Ertropean collaboration and
unification, to nornalise the rclatior.rs lvith the East
European countries, to relax the situation in divided
Germany and, as the sunr of these and other efforts,
to put in high relief tlre Gennan contribution to the
consolidation of peace arrd of the Eutopean peace

order". The "OstPoiitik" evcntualll' lecl to the signinq
of non-aggression treaties rvith Rr-rssia and Poiand ancl

to an agien.rent betrveen the Federal Republic and

the Gennan Denrocratic Republic.

This policy of settlement, appeasement and recon-
c'iliation has been under attack frorn many sides, not
only from the domestic opposition.

In an article in h-oreign Affairs, "Europe Betrveen the
Superporvers", Anthony Hartlel', summiug up the
rnanyfolcl objections, dealt extensively aud critically
u'ith l{err Brandt. He felt that a European "must
believe that arry attempt to reach lasting agreements
rvith Russia in Europe would have been better delayed
until the process of unification w'as further advanced
and a specifi.cally'European"vsi'ce could make 'itseif
heard." It is tlue that, rvith growing unity in Europe,
the bargaining power of the Cornmon Market oount-
ries will also be growing. What Hartley overlooks,
however, in this specific case is that Germany is not
bargaining for anything that has been stolen from hel
by hostile partners, but that she is trying to overcome
the stalemate and the emptiness in the relations
betrveen neighbours. It is simply the hope for better
inutual understanding and-perhaps in tire long run-
friendship.

Hartley's second criticism is that "West Germany is
simply not an equal negotiating partner for the Soviet
Union". This is also true if rve take into consideration
the eccnomic or military potentials of both parties.
lJor,r-eler, *'hat is it that Germany has to be afraid of?
To u'hat decision could the Brandt-Scheel govemment
ei'entually- be forced by the stronger party? What
cctrld the Federal Republic lose by improving her
relations s"iih neighbours? The farnous Russian tanks
definiteh- u-ill not cross West Germany's Eastern
borders.

The third an<l rnost serious of Hartley's criticisms is

tlre statcnrcnt that "an OstPolitik, which began as the
cautious exploitation of possibilities has now become
the essential ingredient of Herr Brandt's policies."
Right, but can it be rvrong if a nation-and Herr Brandt
certainly is backed by a majority-finally realizes that
it has failed in the past? Is it wrong that-a nation's
lepresentative tries to contribute his humble might to
ease tensions'/ What is wrong with the fact that
Gemans talk to Germaru again after almost twenty-
fir,e years? The German Reich is dead, but there are
other links between people-and more important ones

-than having the same passport.
But criticisms from outside Germany need not be

taken too seriously by the Federal Government. The
Westem Allies have given their assurance several
times in the last ferv months that they agree entirel-v
rvith the initiatives taken and the results shorvn. The
Americans. the British and the Frer-rch, as the major



F reedom First

powers concerned, have realized that there is no show-
rnanship in. the steps undertaken by W. Brandt and
W. Scheel and ihat it is in their own material interest
if Central Europe cea-ses to be a trouble spot. Herr
lJrandt, a modest, devoted freedom ffghter of Ger-
manr"s dark years, is just more credible than the
opposition leaders.

When rejecting the motion of the SPD in the
Bundesrat, the opposiiion's representatives at the same
tirne approved a counter-resolution, expressing in a

clozen points thc'ir critique against the "Ostpolitik."
Those objections can be summarized:

The Soviet Union gathers influence in distinctively
Federal-Cerrnan policies.
1'he treaties unilaterally accept the division of
Germany.
The agreements do not bdng sufficient improve-
ment in the inner German relations and for the
living conditions of the people in the Gennan Demo-
cratic Repul>lic.
Ilatification of the tt'eaties rnight hinder tl're pro-
gress of closer European cooperation and u'eaken
the NATO defence potential.

Ole fails to understancl in '"r'hat 'tvay the Russians

c'oulcl get anv direct influence in the Federal Republic.
One neetl not fear that Russia rvould invade Germany
uuder thc clauses 53 and 107 of the Charter of the
United Nations, if, let us say, the income tax is raised.
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Russia has openly declared several times that she
would not use thii right.

Iftles the "Ostpclitik" make a reunification of Ger-
many impossible since it takes the division for granted?
Let'us be realistic. The treaties have given nothing
away that rvas not already lost. There is no wav of re-
uniffcation of Germany by peaceful means, and a
rrrajority of Germans-in the West as well as in the East

-is not interested any longer in a reuniffcation policy
at any price. Such policies have cost too much-not
only in money terms-over the last years. Twenty-seven
years of differer-rt developments in the two countries
have left tireil rnark. Two di$elent societies bloom,
eacl-r in its olvn way, and are in sealcl-r of their own
future. The Gernran Reich is a thing of the past. Onlv
war coulcl.change ilili bo"rse of hittory and, but for i
fs$' professional refugees, no one is prcpared to seek

this unity.
OnIy hypocrites can sa1' that a change might be

brought about b.v. power: politics from outside. The
inevitable change in the Gertnan Democratic Republic
will be an evolutionary one.

The positive points of Gemran "Ostpolitik" weiglr
more tlran the possible disadvantages. Tlte opposition
is fighting a losing battle and rvill have to leam to livc
with the results of Herr llrandt's and IIem Scheel's
peace offensive.

Let there be lleace.
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Reoieus
AWeek uith Bil,l Buckleg

Cruising Speed - A Docurneniury; i;y \1/illialr Ii. Buckley, Jr.
Putnam 257 pp. 96.95.

ffOW this book came to be u.ritten is describedrf, towards the end. It is a weeks record in diary
folrn, written soon after the author's brother won a
senatorial seat at the end of 1970.

The diary format is loosely followed: an engagement
to give a speech at a university campus in the week
brings on mernories of other campus strreeches; a lunch
for the editors of his rnagazine, the "National Review",

. brings recollections of how it was started, and so on.
' '''The"Btckleys are riot a rvell-known namd in Iirdia
(a disaster rvhich one imagines does not bother them ).
In America the fan-rily is compared quite often to the
Kennedys: the family fortune, the patriarch father.
("One day rny father announced... &at exactly four' yeafs-had gone by . . . since he had been able to'urider-
stand a single word, uttered by any of his ten children,
and that the indieated solution was to send us all to
England - 'where they respect the English language
and teach you to OPEN YOUR MOUTHS.' ... six
rveeks Iater the entire younger half of the family found
itself on an oc€an liner headed for English boarding
scbools.") There is also the large family and the poli-
tical success, though on a smaller scale. The best-lcnown
Buckley is William, founder and editor of the rveekly
"National Revierv", columnist &is syndicated weekly
column "On the Right" appears in 300 newspapers ),
and host in a weekly television shorv "Firing Line".

The diary form serves Mr. Buckley rvell. A diary' is
a personal record-and that means two things: one,
the rvriter can talk about himself rvithout being
accused of immodesty; two, he can set dou'n his
opinions u'ithout being accused of dogmatism,

The ffrst point is not likely to bother William
tsuckley: probably the only thing he and ]ohn Kenneth
Galbraith would agree on is that modesty is a vastly
overrated virtue. Partty as a result of this, "Cruising
Speed" is a thoroughly entertaining book, once one gets
used to the extravagant style, and the narnes that occur
fi'om nowhere and then disappear.

The book is also, in effect, a celebration of the
American way of lifer the instant sr,rccess (Mr. BucHey's
friends are all successful), the vitality of carnpus life
( with the liuckstering and entrepreneurial skiils
u'hich seem to be so abundantly available there), the
materialism, not necessarily crass (a fellow journalist
reads with envy that "the Musical Heritage Societl,
has sent me thirty long-playing records . . . with a note
expressing thanks for my devotion to music - a

euphemism for writing a collrlnn advising music lovers
of the Beethoven-bargain the Society was offering." )

Then there are the very Antericcn eccentrics - a

gentiemen called Gaty who died a few years ago and
ieft a million and a haif dollars in a trust to help Con-
servative educational activity. The trustees named are
J, Edgar Hoover, Barry Golclu'atcr', Stroni Tliurmond
and William Buckley among r:thers. As an inducement
each trustee receives a one thousand dollar fee for
attending the annual meeting arrd the unquestioned
r{ght to allot ten thousand doilars wery year to any
organisation of the trustees' choice, Mr'. Hoover:s ten
thousand is allotted to the J. Edgar Hoover Founda-
tion; or the erudite professor "whose scholarly exacti-
tude eventually brought him round to buying eight
custom-made typewriters... for the work he does in
the eight languages he commands." The Professor then
becomes a director of the extreme right-wing John
Birch Society' and sees a Gommunis t behind.every. desk"
He also writes an article claiming tliat the Pentagon,
knowing ahead of time that John Kennedy would be
assassinated, had secretly rehearsed his forthcoming
funeral.

William Buckleys reputation for n'it is well'iustiffed;
but it rvould be unjust to regard him merely as a
maverick spirit, a sort of intellecfual court jester. There
are times when he allows himself to be serious, as
when he talla of the tlrree speeches he reads wherever
he is invited (the choice of which of the three is made
arbitrarily, it would seem, minutes before the event).
The full text of number 3 is reproduced. Mr. Buckley's
conseryatism makes him speak well of Nixon and
Agnew and attack campus radicalism. He is an Ameri-
can, a patriot, a supporter of states rights and one who
believes in the superiorig'of the private over the public
r.ision. Above all his speech no. 3 develops the theme
that "the opinion-making community' misunderstands
the usefulness of repression", in efiect, that to safeguard
the freedonr of the najority it is necessary to take away
the freedom of a rninoritv u'hen this minority threatens
tlie majority-'s freedon.r. It is iurplied that this minority
would include the Yippies and the Black Panthers, and
one assumes-though NIr. Buckley does not say it-
that the John Birchites and t}le Klansmen are also
included.

I\{r. Buckley is so patently a man of honour and
moderation that one listens to his vier.r's without agree-
ing u'ith &em. One also notes that the suppression of
the minority would be enforced by the state, thus
imposing tlie public vision over the private one. One
final irony: the liberal position is that it is necessary
for the minority to express its views to prevent the
bottling up and building up of pressure that would
lead to an explosion. Mr Buckley is a (respectable)
member of a minority that would impinge on the free-
dom of another minority (the Black Panthers etc, ). By
his ou'n standarc'ls he should be repressed. It is thus
l>y liberal toluance that William Buckley is allowed
to express his views.

Ar.rn- C. Dnenxrn
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MIRAT A S?L/A/A/IA/C PRODUCTIOIf
Geeta Doctor

']t7flll \. , . Mirrr... N4irn...!' Four voices throb
lv.[r]11'1l1111jcally across the stage. They seem to be
invoking thr: spirit of Mira, princess of Mewar, immor-
talised [-v her songs in praise of God.

lvlira 2..]11]aars. She is flashed on t-i screen as a delicate
Rajput ireinting. On another screen high up in the
darkness oI the stage, the shadow of a woman can be
heard singing the tinkling melodies of Mirabai, and
on the stage itself a graceful figure in saffron starts
spcakingjhe. wotds of Mira.

'Mira'is a multifaceted experience. Director Alyque
Padarnsee has described it as a 'visual enactment' of
the play by Gurcharan Das. The play is not acted out
in the ordinary sense, but read out by the four actors
rvho seek. to project, rather than enact,- the feelings
and actions of the four characters they portray.
Drvarfing the actors, the stage is dominated by three
screens of varying sizes which burst into life with a

varietyr of dramatic impact that is hard to describe.
Fror-n the lnoment r\{ira enters the story as a shy bride,
to the final metamorphosis when she appears to vanish
in a flash of blinding light, the play is a series of visual,
rrurtrl and mental stimulations so intense, and so
svviftl-v manipulated that the audience is held spell-
bound.

Gurcharan Das has described the play as "a 20th
centurl' look at the phenomenon of sainthood", a
sul>ject he is able to render vely credible by making
\iir:r an intensely human, passionate girl, whose
r.eiu'ninq to love and be loved transfornrs her rejected
lor.c for hcr lirrsl;:rnd into a sublin.rer one for God. On
a lnorc contliveci level, the play, is also a conflict bet-
*'een Kali, the bloodthirsty Goddess whom Mira is
compelled by her husband to propitiate so that she
nray bear him a son, and the gentle childlike Krishna
to u'lrom N,lira makes her jo1'ful offerings. While the
trans{'onr-ration of \{ira is effected rvith great dramatic
insiglrt and whi-19 the Rana's pr-ediq4q1.ent as tlre
shallow r,vorldly husband who realises too late that he
lias throrvn "a pearl away richer than all his tribe" has
bec:n w'ell dralvn, the other characters are filled in
somewhat sketchily. There is a rvorldly rvise servant
woman, r,vho is helpful as a confidant to Mira, and
a similar adjunct is provided for the Rana in tlre
shadowy ffgure of Jai, cousin to lVlira. The Rana's
sister with her viciousness fulfflls the part traditionally
occupied by the mother-in-law, and her sudden trans-
formation at the climax when Mir:a sips a orp of poison
and finds that it has become a borvl of nectar is more
clramatic than convincing. But these discrepancies
strike one onl,v as afterthoughts. Drrring the pcrfor-

mance itself, every word, _ever;r action ffts so perfectly
into place that it is difficrrlt to rnake a detached urserr-
ment of the play. If one suspects later on that the
Ianguage is at times stilted as for example in a line
like: "\44rat has _my wife Mira been dolng?" during
the play, the stylized and heightened rhetoric seems
the only fftting rhythm for thJ ornate delicacy of the
Rajput miniatures against which it is set.

Undoubtedly the play is a triumph for Director
Padamsee's artistic vision.. FIe. is e.ble to,combine actors
:ind audience, sighi and'sound,'puri 

"rrd 
present, in

an experience so perfectli, realized that one comes out
of the theatre exalted, as though one has also shared
for a fer,v brief moments, the ecstasy of N{irabai.

THE NEW EUROPEAN
In Bmssels, the classic Common \,larket joke goes like this.
Question: lVhat is a new European?

^rl"Nt^:!: 
Hc corrrbines tlre accr,ru"y of an ltirlien, tlre chrrnr

F".iir,i,liil;l"ir,':'","::iH':liii;Jf :u"J',i'Jl:Ti, jlf*l:",,,!ilt.i,u..,;
a Bel{iirrr.
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air to get rid of his pallor, and make him healthy again.
lJut the young rnan shook his head. It had been ages
since they'd been to the beacir. It rvas an hour's walk.

The girl interrupted: "I can't waik," she said. "NIy
lirgs are too painful. It's too far."

I uoticed then that her ankles tvere wrapped in dirty
bandr,rges. What was the matter'? Sbe didn't knorv. But
it had been going on for six months, sores that ached
rind burned.

Shc sliould go to a doctor, or if not - rvhere u'ould
shc find a cloctor in this forgotten forest? - to a hospital
in Goa.

She had tried that. For six hours she had waited in a
irospital in Goa. But people were dying there and
there rvi'rs no time for her sores. The hours in the
tvaiting room had been a nightmare. She had seen
lruman cadavers sitting there, waiting their turn., sights
slle compared to rvhat she had seen albng the shores
of the Ganges or at Beneras.

I plomised to bring medicine, that medicine pro-
duced bv a scientiffc world tvbose techniques are sfiat,
in tlteir heart of ltearts, the sick hippies depend upon
for their cures.

The hippies bu,v their food from the natives because
there are no markets at Kalengute. Every Indian farnily
around has become an entrepreneur selling cooked
foods to hippie families: Coarse stervs of fish and rice,
prepared by dirty hands in dirty borvls s'ith dirtv
rvilter. The totrrist hostel serves no bananas, no
orarrqes, no salacls, no fresh ffsh. So you can imagine
*'hat the ur:derprivileged fishermen eat. \\4ren they
first arrive in Kalengute, the hippies eat the rvhite meat
of the coconut, rvhich is rvithout nutritive vahre, but
u4rich has irnportant vitanrins. Then, after their first
borrt w'ith dysenterr', which is never Iong delavecl, thev
stop eating fresh fruits and vegetables, After set'eral
n'rorrths thet' arc debilitatecl by their sedentarv livcs.
thc sunless huts, maluutrition and the ever greater
clcpcndence on drugs, and they lack even the strength
to pick up a rock and crack open a coconut.

In one lrnt, I rvas coldly received by a nrcnage a troi.s
composecl of an American Israeli in a black skull-cnp,
rr cadaverous Frelrchrvoman in her thirties and a verv-
\r)ung Srvedish girl. The first tlvo had met in Israel and
lrad a nine-)'ear-old daughter. They had been living
in Flalcngute for four years: Their main preoccupa-
tion *'as the fact that their Indian visa rvas good only
for six nronths. Shortly they would have to visit Ceylon
ancl stay there for a few days in order to get another
visa.

"The child? Wlrere does she go to school?" I inquired.
"Norvhere." said the man, indignantly. "To learn

rvhat? False ideas of life. I don't want my daughter to
ha','e her head stuffed rvith all that knowledge by the
Establisliment."

"Then r,vho teaches her to rcad and write? Her
rnotlrer?"

T4

GOA - END OF THE HASHISH TRAlL-Continuetl from page I
Freeclom First

"Must she learn to read and wliie and do the rnulti-
plication tables to be happy?"

I asked the farrily autocrat what they dici all clal'.
"Notling."
"lVhat do you mean, nothir-rg? There mttst be sottte-

thing in that 'nothing."'
"I eat. I drink. I sleep. I rnal<e love. I smoke hash' . ."
"You cook?" I asked.
"No. We buy our food already cooked fi'orn the

Indians. They prepare it over their rvood fircs near
tlieir huts, It is too tiring to gather ivood iu tlre lolcst."

"But rryhere do you get thc money?"
"We make out,"
"tsut how?"
I cor,rldn't dltrvr thern out further, They na61g .,11,

he had saicl. Then, suddenly, the i;bung- Siveclish girl
appearecl on the threshold, briglrt, Irealthy, trvelttt'
years old. They rent her a portion of the hut for a
great deal more a week than thev pay for it a year.
The young blonde had jelvels, gtrudv omarnents, pitrk
cheeks and a self-satisfiecl air'. She hacl uncloubtecllr'
just left home u'ith nlonev iu hand, ln<l rv:rs sirirring
the liches u'ith her companions of the rorrd, u,lrc ir.t

turn gzeLe teirching her the l'opesi When slte no longer
lrad nronev in her purse ol colotu'in hel cheeks, she, it'r

turn, rvould latch on to anotlrer ne\\tconrer irnd teac'h
hirn or her the ropes. It i.s the lrrs'of thc clan: Thc'
oicl liancls are supported by the novices.

An lrour's walk dou.n the beach is the bistro run llr'
Felirando (a former cook on a transatlantic lirrcl lncl

Good Roads do most
to develop the country and

COftHCRETE
ROADS-
ARE EEST
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a restaurateur of some repute in the region). The
bistro had just two tables inside and two others out-
side, under a sort of awning facing the ocean.
Fernando's son took the orders. While I ate, I watched
five young men approach. The three thinnest sat down
lotus fashion, on crossed legs. When the buttock
muscles are gone tlat is the only way to sit comfortably
for long periods of time.'The Indian waiter - clean-
shaven, short-haired and well-built - we.nt to take their
ordei'.

"Have you breadP" one of the skeletons asked.
"No, we're out of it," replied tho young Indian.

East and Wast

The realization that he is richer, in this simple
restaurant, which he will someday own, than these
rvretches who dine on dry bread, brings forth a reac-
tion of superiority rather than compassion. His father
owns a four-table restaurant patronized by rich, well-
dlessed tourists with gold watches who order fish arrd
steaks and give big tips. So for these wretches who ask
for bread, there is none - lest they scare ofi the tourists
and their money. The refusal is brusque. But these men
remember that they were once members of the white
ruling class and take a table anyway.They order five
caf6s au lait.

Smokers of hash or opium don't feel hunger, have
no pajn from ulcers, don't realize they are getting
stea&ly weaker. They are wrapped in cottonwool
internally and externally. Pain is an alarm necessary to

Freedom, First

the survival of all animals. But drugs have broken their
alarm system. Th"y prefer hash and coffee io rice.
They are at tle end of the line, but thelill be repiaced
by other hippies who will die, iri ther turn, at tv'enty.
And all of these deaths will go aimost unnoticed in
India where so many die each day because they
haven't the money for that one bou'l of rice.

Another thing stuck me as I walked back toward the
hostel. All the Indians that I saw in front of their stores,
the women in their cotton saris, the men in tleir open
shirts, the naked babies, all of them exuded health, the
healthy skin tones of the well-fed. Nowhere else in
India had I seen this. The only ones in Kalengute who
held out their hands were the hippies. There were no
other beggars.

I soon understood. The hippies, indigent as they are,
have brought prosperity, no matter how moderate, to
this lost comer of the land. They are tolerated because
of the commerce they bring. The handful of dollars
in each purse, multipiied by the thousands of hippies
in tJre area, has made business prosper. A tiny stream
of business for the poor ff.sherrnen of the area, unable
heretofore to get their surplus catch to the market and
to keep it fresh. This tiny influx of trade, brought about
by the arrival of the sons and daughters of
affuent society, has been enough to raise
Indians of Kalengute from a llernanent state of semi-
stan'ation. It is as if the flesh of the rich Occidentals,
sliding into the grave from disease and malnutrition,
had found its rvay to the bodies of the poor of the East.
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WITH MANY VOICES
"The deep

Jrloans round s,ith rnany voices,' Come, my friends,
'f'rs not too late to seek a newer world.'t

, -TennVson.

Confucius said: Powcrful lvlan seeks re-election;
Wise Man helps hini.

-Tlrc Ecortontist Cover. February 26.

Some deaths are providential. For somo people. Such
a death was that of R. S. Nagarwala.

-Opiniott, March T.

What India would'like to see is" a iebi'eatioii 'of

Britain's Asiau Empire, minus its original colonial
power', -The Economist, February 26.

Mobutu, urging the Zairois to jettison their colonial
trappings, replaced his first names with Sese Seko
Kubu-Ngbendu Waza Banga - which, roughly trans-
lated, means,'the cock that leaves no chicken intact.'

-The Econamist, F ebruary 26.

After the violent gor;ernment retaiiation to their
food march, Santiago (Chile) women no longer
venture into the streets. Instead, at nine o'clock sharp,
every night, t}ley open their v'indorvs and bang their
empqv pots from their kitchens.

-National Reoieu;, January 21.

There is a floulishirrg schooi of thouglit in Britain
s4rich contends that Harold Wilson was the worst
Prirrre \linister tlic country ever had.

-Nq.tional Reuieu;, January 21,
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I am glad that it (the Congress ) has now got among
its ieading rnernbers boutique owners 

"r.d 
la*y"ri

(nrore irnportant than Mr, Krishna N4enon and'Dr.
Rafiq Zakaria) and judges who found their salaries to
be insufficient and industr,ialists who believe in social-
ism and nrembers of organisations rvhose pledge is -We believo in free enterprise.

Busybee im Eocnhg News, Nlarch 4,

"13ouapartisrn" of
has been Pakistan's
the death of Jinnah.

a singularly incompetent kind
system of government ever since

-Sunday T elegraph, lvlarch S.

The prospect of the molten iron fowing from the
prestigious Bokaro "*t {il:; #u:'Fl:"r,ir{arcrr 8.

AII the world loves a lover, and &e Israelis would
apparently like to elect one (Defence Minister Moshe
Davan) Premier. -Time,lr{arch 6.

There are still around fifteen Torv MPs rvho would
apparently rather see lr,fr. Wilson in Downing Street
than Britain in Europe. Their slogan is: better five
vears of l\Ir. Wilson than 100 years of the Common
\larkei. -The Economrsf, February 26.

Tlte succcss of any Soviet moves to reduce East
Asian distrust rvill depend on rvhether the fear of
Chinese cxpansionism in tlre legion is greater- than tl-re
fc,ar of Soviet-directed subversion.

-Singapore Correspondc'nt in Slcfesrrran, trIar-ch 20.

From thc United Nations Charter as distortccl by
professors of intemational lau', Good Lord deliver rrs!

-Dean Acheson in tlrc Ncfiorwl Rexit'ro,
November' 5,I971

Thc pun is mighticr than the u'ord.

-Stefan Kanfer it Time, Felrnraly 26'.
Narnr':..,....

Collegc (for studcnts ) A man rvho calls a
pcllcd to usc one.

spade a spade sltotrld bc conr-

-Oscar Wilclc rlroted in?'inrc,
Februarv 26"
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Even if Nixon got le-elected, I tlrink rve'cl still live.

-George lvlcany in thc
U.S. Ncu,s {, World ReTtott,

Februan' 21.
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