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“THIS FILTHY, SWEATY SHIRT...

Solzhenitsyn

M:\BX[S.\-I is not only not accurate, not only not a
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science, has not only failed to predict a single
cvent in terms of figures, quantities, time-scales or
locations (something that electronic computers today
do with laughable ease in the course of social fore-
casting, although never with the help of Marxism)—
it absolutely astounds one by the economic and
mechanistic crudity of its attempts to explain that most
subtle of creatures, the human being, and that even
more complex synthesis of millions of people, society.
Only the cupidity of some, the blindness of others and
a craving for faith on the part of still others can serve
to explain this grim humour of the twentieth century:
how can such a discredited and bankrupt doctrine still
have so many followers in the West! In our country
there are fewest of all left. We who have had a taste
of it are only pretending willv-nilly. . . .

We have seen above that it was not your common
sense, but that same antiquated legacy of the Pro-
gressive Doctrine that endowed vou with all the mill-
stones that are dragging you down: first collectivisa-
tion: then the nationalisation of small trades and
services (which has made the lives of ordinary citizens
unbearable—but vou don’t feel that yourselves; which

=" has caused thieving and lving to pile up and up even

the day-to-day running of the country—and you are
powerless against it), then the need to inflate military
development for the sake of making grand inter-
national gestures, so that the whole internal life of the
country is going down the drain and in fifty years we
haver't even found the time to open up Siberia; then
the obstacles in the way of industrial development and
technological reconstruction; then religious persecu-
tion which is very important for Marxism, but sense-
less and self-defeating for pragmatic state leaders—to
set useless good-for-nothings to hounding their most
conscientious workers, innocent of all cheating and
theft and as a result to suffer from mmiversal cheating
and theft. For the heliever his faith is supremely
precious. more precions than the food he puts in his
stomach.

Have vou even pansed to reflect on why it is that

vou deprive these millions of your finest subjects of
their homeland? All this can do you as the leaders of
the State nothing but harmn, but you do it mechanically,
automatically, because Marxisi insists that you do
it

To someone brought up on Marism it seems a
terrifying step—suddenly to start living without the
familiar ideology. But in point of fact you have no
choice, circumstances themselves will force you to do
it, and it may already be too late. In anticipation of
an impending war with China, Russia’s national
leaders will in any case have to rely on patriotism, and
patriotism alone. When Stalin initiated such a shift
during the war—remember?—nobody was in the least
surprised and nobody shed a tear for Marxism. Every-
one took it as the most natural thing in the world,
something they recognised as Russian! It is only pru-
dent to redeploy one’s forces when faced by a great
danger—but sooner rather than later. In any event,
this process of repudiation, though tentative, began
long ago in our country, for what is the “combination”
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Apart from “Alexander the Greater,” as the
New Statesman of London described Solzhenit-
syn, we have three distinguished contributors
to this issue.

Popular novelist Manohar Malgonkar dis-
cusses critically the rose-tinted glasses worn by
the former Ambassador to India. Chester
Bowles, when writing a record of his public
life entitled Promises to Keep.

Sharu Rangnekar from the world of Manage-
ment discusses the possibilities of “Harden-
ing the Soft State” viz., India.

Prof. B. P. Adarkar dwells on the “Miracles
of non-growth” with which we have to live.
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