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'THIS FILTHY, SWEATY SHIRT .. . ' 
Solzhenitsyn 

llJf AHXlS).I is not ouly not n<·<·uratt•, nol only not a 
l , . M:ien<:c, has not on ly failed to predict a single 
nTnl in terms of fi~un•s. quuntiti<'s, lime-scales or 
loc·~ttiom ( so1m.·l hin~ I hal electronic computers today 
do with lau~hahle c.•a!i<.' in the <:ourse of social forc­
l"astin~. althou~h IH'' cr with the help of ~larxism)­
it absolutely astounds oue hy the economic ancl 
nwchanistic cnuJity of its attempts to explain that most 
suhtle of creature:., the human being. and that even 
more romplc" S\ ntlwsis of millions of p<..-ople, society. 
On I) the cupidil) of sonw. the blindncs-. of others and 
a craving for faith on thl· part of still otlH:~rs can sel'\ e 
to <''--plain this ~rim humour of tht':' twentieth centuT) : 
ho" can such a clbc.n·ditccl aud bankrupt doctrine still 
haH' so many followers in the \Vest! In our countr} 
the r<' are few(•sl of all left. W e td10 have had a taste 
of it are only prdt•nding willy-nilly .... 

\\'<.> have sc•cn ;thon· that it was not vour common 
\ense. hut that :.<llllC antiquated kgac}· of the Pro­
~t·sc;i\·c Doctrint• that cndO\\ eel \ 'Ou with all the mill­
s! ones I hat arc drag~ing you do.wn: first collecti\risa­
tion; lhen tlw nationalisation of ~mall trades and 
services ( which has made the lives or ordinary citizens 
unhearahlt>-h11t ~ 0 11 don't f(•<•l thnt yourselves; which 
has caused thil'\ in"' and I~ ing to pil<· up and up CV<.'ll 

tlw day-to-da) running of the country-and you an• 
powerless agaimt it ). then the need to inflate milita.T) 
dewlopment lor the sakt• of makinl!; grand inter­
nation'al gesture-;, M> that the whole intcmal life of the 
t'Olmtry is going down the d rain and in fifty years we 
ha,·en't eYen fo· .. md the tim<> to open up Siberia; tlwu 
the oh stades in tiH.' wa} of inclustrial development and 
tcchnolo"ic:a I n .x-onsb·uction; tht':'n rc·li~ious persecu­
tion wlti~h is '-'CI') important for :\larxism- but sen'il'­
le~s and self-defcatin~ for pragmatic state leaders-to 
<:t't U!.eless good-for-nothings tO hounding their most 
c:onsckntious workers. innocent of all cheating and 
theft and as a re~ult to suffer from uni\ er;al che.ttin!.!; 
and theft. For tlw lwJic,·er hi.'> faith is ~·uprcmcly 
predow;. uaorc• pn·eion-; than thl· lood he puts in his 
'l0111:tdl. 

l f.l\'e you 1 H'll p:ta -.~ c1 to rdlc•ct on '" h;: it is that 

you depri\ t• tht'M' lllillions ot rour l:ine!.t suhjcds o[ 
their homeland:' All this can do yon as the leaders of 
the State notlling hul harm, hu t yo11 do it mechanically, 
.tutomatiC"ally. IH't:aust· r..l :trxisan imists that you do 
it. ... 

To someone hrou~ht up on \I;\ rxisrn it seems a 
tcrrif} ing stcr>-'>ucldt·uly to start livim!; \dthout the 
familiar icleology. But in point of fact you have M 

choice, circumstanc.x•s themseh-<'s ''ill force you to do 
il, and it may already be too late. In anticipation of 
<tn impending war with China, Ruc;sia's national 
leaders will in an)! c:ase h;l\·e to re ly on patriotism. and 
patriotism alont'. When Stalin initiated such a shift 
durin~ the \\ar-rc nwmber?-nobocl~ \\"as in the least 
-.nq"lrist><l and nohod) shed a lear for \l;trxism. £, l'l)­

one took it a.s lhc most natural thing in the world, 
something they rcco~iscd as Russian! It is only pru­
dt'nt to 1·edeploy one's forces wlwn faced hy a ~r<>al 
danger-hut soom·r rather than lat(•r. !n any <'\'('Ill, 

this process of rqmcliation. t houe;h tentative, began 
long <li!;O in our c:oamtr~. for what is the "combination·· 

(Coni itlltctl on JWI!.c' /.) l 
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\part from·· \lt.'\ilnder tlw Ga•alt.•r:· as tlw 
S ew Stat£·.mum of London dt·,t•rilwd Solzhenit­
S}ll, we ha' t' tltn•t• dislin~ui,Jwcl contributors 
to tl1is iSS\Il'. 

Popuh1r nowli'lt \!anohar \fal!;onkar dis­
cusses crilicalh the rose-tintc•d ).!lasses wom h) 
the fonm•r \mha.,~;ador to India. Chester 
Ho" Jt..,, "he 11 "riting: a record of his puhli" 
life enlitk·d Promi,cs to Kn p. 

Shant Han~1wkar from I he "oriel of:\ [anage­
mcnt dis<:tl'>S<''I tlw possihihtic' of '·Harden­
ing the Soft Stat<'" viz., 1 nclia. 

Prof. H. P. \clarkar chn•lls 011 tiH• .. ~ lirac·les 
of nO!H!rO\\th" \\ilh \\hich \\l' hme to lhe. 



Betuseen You {,, Me and, The Lamp Post

The Solzhenitsyn Era

"f,DAPA," a boy asked his father, according io a story
r doing thc rotruds in l\,loscou', "Who was Leonid

Brezhnev?"
"I think" strid the father, "he rvas a politician rvho

lived in the Solzhenitsyn era."
Thus does the wisdom of the Russian people and

their sense of perspective put to shame rnany rvho
live in freedom outsicle the Iron Curtain and cannot
see the wood for the trees.

From Solzhenitsyrr's magnifcent lettel to Rrezhnev,
dispatched to the Kremlin six months ago and norv
published for the first time, we carry on our front prrge
an extract rvhich appears to us to be more relevant
to the problerns of our own country than any otlrer
and that is the llussian seert analysis and rejection of
Jr4arxism which he describes as the negation of
pah'iotism.

The Russians are not the only ones to be ruined by
"this cracked ideology". Its corrosive effects are
universal. In the last ferv years, India, Ceylon and
Chile are among those who have suffered from this
scourge and only the last of the three'had managed
to follow Solzhenitsyn's advicp to shake ofi'this, fflthy,
sweaty shirt" stained vith blood. It is not enough to
admire Solzhenitsl.'n s Lu)exarnpled courage, though
that we should do, br.rt it is necessary also to listen to
the wisdom of a man rvho speaks from experience of
half a century of lr{arxism in practice. We still have
the opportunity to opt out, and one of Solzhenitsynt
many services may be to show us the way out in time.

Don't Misuse the Army

f,UELD NIARSHAL NIANEKSIIAW has dor.re ir
l' service to the cotrntrl'and to the Armed Forces by'
entering a caveat against the too frequent calling in of
the army to quell civil disturbances. It is a sad state of
affairs that, in the last year or two, the arrned fbrces
u'ere called in to keep in office a so-called popularlv
elected goveml)rent more often than the British
imperial rulers did in ir century of :rlierr ruk. Strclr a
practice i.s harmful to the rnorale, prt'stiue tnrl c'redi-
llilitr' <>f tlre Arrnccl Forces u'hich are fortrrnatelv all
high in thjs snrntn' todar'.

The same point u'as made in a lefter to the press
earlier by Col. C. L. Proudfoot. "The army should
either lrt'used". he u'rote, "'to shorv tlre fau', (ns rr

warning) or c.,rlled out rs ir last resort. rvith the decla-

()

ration of nrartial larr"'. He uracle a plea that "the iruage
of the amr)' as the r"rltimate deterrent should be
jtrcliciously presen'ecl". That rvas exceedinglv weli prrt.

The arm1, is distinguished for its cliscipline and its
rc-adiness to calry out orders u'ithout qtresLiorr, and
that is irs it should be. Jt becomes all the more inrpor-
tant theu for citizens rvho believe in dentocracy to
protest against the Armecl Irorces being thus inr'olved
in tiie eflorts of politicians scekitrg to perpetuate their
tenure of office.

Heikal Exposes Nehru

QLOWLY but stuely, Eglpt is being liberated from
v the relics of the Nasser regime. The removal of
Editor Nlohamed Heikal of Al Alvanr. is one more rvel-
corne step b1' Plesideut Saclrrt torvards giving Egypt
its freedorn of movement brrck to genuine non-align-
ment and a mlted economy.

As it happens, Heik:rl, during his salad days, rvas
not only close to Nasser but also to Nehru. In his book:
Nasser: Tlrc Cairo Docunwnts, I{eikal quotes from
Nehru's letter to him explaining arvav the jibes at
Nasser in the Indian Press by dismissing thern all as

newspapers owrred bv big business and right rving
elemenls. Iu an angrl' outburst the Prime tr{inister
wrote: "I u'ish I could close them all." It is equally
:rmusing to knorv what our late Prinre illinister had to
say about the \lenrbers o[ Parliaruent. On page %)S of
his book, Heikal quotes Nelrru's unrvorthy, jibe against
Indian parliamentarians: "lUany of the In&an mem-
bers of Parliament were or1 the pay-roll of the big
rnillionairt.s likc frrtir and thesc, niiilionlires trse<l to
seud metrls frorn thc best Restaulants to thern irt thcir
governrnent-prordded suest ltouses". Nehru told the
Eg;ptiau Ambassador to dislegard the attacks on
Nirsser from these men becatrse 'they' arc onll' waiting
for a good lunch from Tata'.

Did Prime Minister Neltru really- tr-,e this language
in his letter to Heikal? We shtrll prohablv rtever knotr'.

Needed a 'U' Turn

D)OLITICOS irr Neu' Delhi rrre agitated because tbe
l- \\'orlcl Brrnk is lcportecl to tic annoved at tlte
Indian Government's "lack of earnestness" in meeting
the economic crisls. A regular rvitch-hunt has started
to ascertain hou' tlte report prepirred for private dis-
trilrtrtiorr lnrol)q tlre rnerlllers <ll thc' ,\icl Iuciia Con-
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sortiurn secured rvicler publication. Thank God it didl
The logic of our politicians appears to be that the
aiding countries should knorv the truth about India but
that it should not be made available to the long suffer-
ing people of India!

Can there be any cloubt rrbout the justice o[ the
Bank's charge about the lack of earnestness? Take, for
instance, the Union Budget of this year. It is a highly
inflatiouary budget. The official estimates of deficit
finance are laughable. Even the Times of lndia in its
editorial pointed out that "\,Ir. Chavan lras uncler-
estimated the extent to which he mav have to resort
to deffcit financing in 1V74-75. Apparently the experi-
ence of the current year lvhen deficit firurncing has
turned out to be ahnost eight times as high as what
he had budgeted for has been lost on him. It is hard
otherq'ise to explain his budgeting for deftcit financing
to the tune of only Rs. 125 crores though even here he
has gone against the advice of the Planning Com-
mission which has made out a strong case for a balanced
budget in the ffrst two years of the next Plan. He has
not at all taken into account the new wage demands
tfrat are most likely to be made by gwernment and
public sector employees in the present highly infla-
tionary situation during the next twelve months. As
things are, it will not be surprising indeed if the story
of the current year is repeated yet again".

Incidentally, the Budget has vindicated the warn-
ings of Dr. B. P. \{inhas. Speaking soon after the
introduction of the Budget in the Lok Sabha, Dr.
Minhas told a meetiug in New Delhi: "In the iast
Budget, for instance, the estimated deficit had shot trp
from Rs. 85 crores to Rs. 850 crores. This year, the
deficit u'as estimated at Rs. 125 crores, But judging
by last year's record, I think you can add a zero to
that estimate to make it realistic."

Dr. r\Iinhas had no hesitation in lashing out at the
'tarking dogs of the establishment". He lvas specially
aggressive about the "modern-day brokers of Soviet
thought". I{e u'as, no clorrht. rcft'r'ring to his forrner
chief, Mr. D. P. Dhar, the well-known camp follou'cr'
of Russia, rvhether in intcrnational or economic affairs.

Our own feeling is that the current inflationary trend
will accelerate and the rise in prices may be even 100
per cent tlris time next year as opposerd to the 2,5 per
eent last year. The one thing that needed to bc done
and which Chavan failed to do is to check massil'e
wasteful Govemment expenditure.

Thus one more year has becn allorved to pass u,ith-
out an effort to pull the corurtry out of the morass into
rvhich it has heerr sinking as a resrrlt of "socialistic"
planning.

tr{r. N. A. Palkhir':rla. in his annnal reviet' of tlre
Budget, said that what is needed in this context is to
take a 'U'tum and go irr for a completer reversal of the
direetion of Buclgetalv policies. He u'as right, brrt is
it likelv that \'fr. Palkhivala's motorist q'ill he allou'ed

7i rce dont First

to tirke ir 'U'turn unless the policeman on point-duty
is first removecl?

A Deadlocked Election

QO far only India has suffered from the British
v electoral system. Now the British people have
caught it, and who can resist a chuckle?

All these years, we have been treated to a great deal
of tall talk about hou'the single member, first- past- the-
post s1'stem of election, cmde as it may be, at least
procluces a rvorking rnajority in the I{ouse of Commons
and hence produces stabilitv. The present elections
belie that claim. It has left Britain with a stalemated
Parliament rvhere no party has a maiority and even
the normal experiment of a coalition government has
been estopped. According to the London Times, " This
election was won by the'Look Here, Waii A Minute
Party'."

If there had been an electoral system rvith Propor-
tional Representation, as in West Germany, Italy or
Israel arnong others, the Liberal Party rvhich polled
about 20 per cent of the popular vote, would have got
over a hundred seats in the House. As it was, 6
million of the electorate who voted Liberdl, got only
20 per cent of the seats, something that has been hap-
pening to the Opposition parties in India since inde-
pendence. Very stable coalition governments have
ruled West Germany since World War II. In the
absence of PR, the Liberals have been cruelly denied
tbeir proper share of seats. It is true that Mr. Heatb
invitecl N{r. Jeremy Thorpe, the Liberal leader, to form
tlre government rvith an offer of a seat for himself in
tbe Cabinet rrnd a few junior rninisterships for others.
r\'Ir. Thorpe, on his part, rightly responded rvith an offer
of support to the Conservative Government from out-
side the Cabinet provided an agreed programme for a
limited time, including a measure of electoral reform
like PR, rvas adopted. N,Ir. Thorpe also suggested a
Grancl Coalition of :rll three ltarties to take Britain out
of the present rness. Unfortunately, \'lr. Heath trrrnecl
clo's'n both offers, s'ith the result that the Labour
Pirrty, rvith only jrrst over a third of tlte electorate,
'rvlrose shale of the poll \\'as smaller than at any general
election since 1931, u'as called to form the government.
A more rrnsatir^factorv or unstable sitrration it is hard to
imagine.

Mr. Wilson has threatened that, if defeated on the
floor of the Parliarnent, he u'ill ask the Queen to dissolve
the Hotrsc. IIe g'ell mar'. Btrt the Queen has tht' Pre-
rogative of refusirrg ir dissoltrtion asked for llv a clefcirt-
rrd minoritv Prinrt' Minister and urav call ou sortre other
respected leader like lvlr. fie1' JenL-ins, N'lr. Whitelaw,
or perhaps i\{r'. Thorpe to folrn tl govenrltlent rvhiclt en-

iovs a mrrioritl, in the Ilouse.
The lesson for Inclia from all this is that it is high

time rve discarcl the arehaic British elerctoral system

{
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and resort to the 20th c€ntur)' rnodel of the List S1'stem
practised by the newer democracies of dre s'orld.

'Deliver Us from the People'

IVOW th:rt the State Assembly'elections in U.P. and
r \ Orissa ale over, ir qrrestion that can rvell be asked
is: u'hat did it all arnount to? Our own answer to thirt
question would be that the voter, sick as he is of Con-
gress rnisrulcr, was not prepared to replace the Congress
Governnrents in tlre Stirtes bv the kind of nlternativr'.s
oflerctl to him. As a result, lre cut the' Congress dou'n to
size but allorved it to linger in office yet a little while
longer.

Take Orissa. There can be no questiou that the
Srvatantra Party u'as routed and cut down to size as a
result of its utterly irnmoral alliance with two dis-
credited mon, I\,Ir. Biju Patnaik and Mr. Harelrushna
Melrtall. The result could easily' have been foreseen
but tlre trvo lt{aharajrrs who lead the Orissa Swatantrtr
Partv thought they knerv better and the national
le'adership of the Party u'as too rveak to put its foot
down.

TJrrt this is 'not preachiug froru hindsiglrt is clear
rvhetr rvc iecall thirt inthe Jull' 1973 issue of. Frecdont
Itirsf. rr'c lrad givr,n thc follou'ing s'irrning undcr. tht
titlc: "Oi i,ssu Surrtrtttlrtt Ilct raqacl':

"Allt,arh' tlrr'r'r' iuc lt 1>orts tlrat thc Srl'litauirir

\
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Courtesy: Tintes of Indio

organisation at the district level is being either
sabotaged or unclerplayed for the benefft of the
Pragati Partl'. If this process continues, it is quite on
the cards that by the tirne the elections come round
early next year, ver'\' little Srvatantra organisation
will remain

"The national Ieaclership cannot afford to be timid
if it desires to preserve the Orissa Swatantra Party's
organisation intact. Unless it acts boldly, it might
well become responsible for the liquidation of what
s'irs until rect'ntl1' a rvell-knit unit of the Partl'.
Et'ert rvorse, they lvould be compelling the electolate
to choose betrveen a Partv-two of lvhose three lead-
ers are discredited politicians-and Mrs. Nandini
Satpthy's party. The Municipal elections show the
kincl of choice the eleetorate may make."

It is a tragecly that, rvhile the principles aud policies
of the Swatantra Party are as noble and sound as they
are, the human element in the Partl'eontinues so eggre-
giously to let them donn.

In U.P., the position rvirs onh. srrperficially different.
T'he cpestion before the voter u'as u'ho to put in place
of the Congress Party. Tire Party led by IvIr. Atal
Iiihari \/ajpay'ec, the lurn rvLo orr Srd January 1971
betral'ecl the Grand -{lliance anrl lranclecl tl.re eleetion
on a platter to \{r's. Inclila Garrdhi? Or \lr. \Irrcllrtr

(()<uttinui:d <nt ptgt' ,5)



BOWLES' ROSE..TINTED GLASSES
Manohar Malgonkar

ROM what one hears it seems that, to hold your
own at all in the kinetic, nerve-jangling world of

American advertising, you have to possess the tough-
ness of a commando-school instructor combined with
the ruthlessness of a sky-jacker. Chester Bowles not
only held his own but quickly worked his way to the
top, and then, having, in the proper American tradi-
tion, made his millions in his thirties, turned his back
on Madison Avenue to make his mark on the even
more dog-eat-dog world of American politics. And
here too he left his competitors well behind and soon
arrived at the top, or at least as close to the top as
makes no difierence; he missed being Sbcretary of
State by the proverbial whisker, and came near enough
to the Presidency itself to have generated an impressive
Bowles-for-President wave in the 1960 election.

His choice of a political career was deliberate and
backed by a fantastic amount of homework: ten years
devoted to the study of the major countries, taking
one country every year. He thus possibly knew more
about foreign affairs than any other man in the
Roosevelt administration, but, all the same, allowed
himself to be persuaded to take up an administrative
job for a starter: as Contrcller of Prices in the second
World War. He made such a resounding success of this
assignment, thought to be "the toughest in Washing-
ton," that soon after VJ day when, at his instance,
price control was abolished, he was offered other
similar top-level iobs, including that of streamlining
the United Nations' administrative machinery, which
he declined. In 1948, he was elected the Governor of
his state, Connecticut, and when this term of office
ended, fought for and won a seat in the U.S. Congress.

From 1951 to 1953, he rvas the U.S. Ambassador to
India. After that came more electionering in America,
a stint as John F. Kennedy's pre-election adviser on
foreign affairs, follorved by being appointed the Assis-
tant Secretary of State in the Kennedy administration,
then Kennedy's Roving Ambassador, and again a six-
year term as the U.S. Ambassador to New Delhi. In
betrveen he found time to write at least half a dozen
books on politics, administration and foreign affairs,
delivered scholarly lectures by invitation to groups
and universities, rvrote regularly for prestigious
journals, and kept up a steady c"orrespondence with
political cvlleagues in high places and the President
of the U.S. bombarding them with information anil
guidance, logged enough flying hours to do credit to
a commercial pilot and kept a private journal for his
more waspish observations. No wonder that he speaks
quite casually of fourteen and, with pride, of sixteen
hour workdays. Mr Bobles has now published his
record of this breathless career in public life in
'Promises to Keep'. (8.I. Publications, Rs 50.)

Wiklly Liberal

N'h'. Bowles rvas, and is, a democrat and a self-pro'
fessed liberal and, being a close friend of Mr Adlai
Stevenson, decided, in the 1956 presidential election
"to place all his bets" on him. Stevenson, of course,
did not win. In 1960, he similarly placed his bets on
lr{r John F. Kennedy and this time the choice was right.
President Kennedy, rvho had given Mr. Bowles good
reason to believe that he would make him his Secre-
tary of State, offered him instead the job of the Assis-
tant Secretary. Even though disappointed, Mr Bowles

.(
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(Continued from ytage 4)
Limaye - a mernber of what was appropriately des- ns tlre saying rvelt, "Every nran had his price and no-
cribed as "the demolition squad" that did the job of l>ody's virtue was over nice.,,
destru-ction that day? G- Y" Charan Singh_who-sup^- Horv appropriate to our parliament and Assemblies
porled the election of rubber-stamp Giri as President? is the .poy"r; writte' by Willidm Hone in tgtT to be
or \{r- !'-B-, Gqnta who had been tried tlore thau orce recited by n-rembers of parliament when they met
as Chief Minis?er and found wanting?_The moral of 

"i,"rf*-oroing,the story is that the old political parties have no future
and that perhaps elections no longer really matter. "Our Lord who art in the Treasury, whatsoever be

The events in Guiarat, whatever else they may mean, thy name, thy power be prolonged, thy will be done
certainly indicate that the lnlitician, to whatever party throughout the empire, as it is in each session, Give
he may belong, has lost his credibility and that the us our usual sops, and forgive us our occasional
number of MPs and MLAs a man may control no absences in divisions, as \i'e prornise not to forgive
longer mean anything. Those who are responsible for those that divide against thee. Turn us not out of
this sad state of affairs are those who have reduced our places; but keep us in the llouse of Conrnrons,
our Parliamentary institutions to the disrepute that the land of pensions and ptenty; and deliver us
they enjoyed in the days of Walpole in England when, from the People. Amen."
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gamely accepted the lesser post and worked hard at
i1 and in the proper spirit, for he even went to the

extent of denying hirnseif his usual access to the
President, in order that he shoulcl not undermine the
authority of tr4r Dean Rusk u'ho had been appointed
the Secretary. Even so he was close enouglt to rvhere
the action rvas to have had advance information about
the Bay of Pigs adventure and rvhat lie calls the
"making of a debacle" in Viet Nam, and adduces
evidence from his orvu reports and letters lvritten at
the time that he hacl stood firrnly against both. ( During
the Cuba crisis, i\'lr Bou'les, perhaps fortunately for
his record, \,vas on one of his periodic round-the-rvorld
trips, and rvas thus saved fron having to play either
dove or hawk.)

Being proved right, rvhen others have blundered,
is, for politicians in the U.S. as in India, a dangerous
pastime. The top U.S. leaders may lot be_ quite as

desperate to stay in office as some of ouls, but there
too, as here, the advisers are just as eager to say'yes'
to the boss man, the military mind iust as insular, the
bureaucracy just as hidebound, the White House just

as rife with pala'ce politics as No I Safdar Jung Road.
So it came hardly as a surprise to Mr Borvles rvhen
he found himself the victim of what came to be called
the "Thanksgiving Day lt{assacre." He rvas eased out
from his post as Assistant Secretary but, at the same

time, prevailed upon to accept the vaguely defined but
high-sounding job as the Plesident's Roving Ambas-

sadot, as a sort of perch to mark time in, before he

could be found a permanent assignment suited to his

talents and credentials.
The very qualities in hirn that made Chester Bo'n'les

fall out rvith the Pentagon's Greeu Berets and the
Blimps in tlte administration, his reluctance to, jump
to military solutions and his impatience with red tape,

and even more, his "wildly liberal" image and his

shirtsleeve informality, made him stand out as the
ideal candidate to represent the United States o[
America in the very home of non-alignment and home-

spun austeritr', Neltrtr'* Incliir, palticulrtrly siricc \h'
Bowles himself had always consiclered India as his
spiritual home. It thus suited the Kennedy admiuistrtr-
tion as well as lvlr Bowles that lte should once again
go as Ambassador to New Delhi'

What is thus of special interest to the Indian reader
of Promises to Keep, more than the anatomy of the
Cuban Crisis or the Bay of Pigs indescretion, is the
part that concerns India, and which constitutes about
a third of the rvhole book, especially since Mr Borvles
rvas returning to Inclia after an interwal of ten years

and thus rvas in a lvonderful position to juclge for hirn-
self horv India hacl kept ils pronrises.

But liele we conle ac'ross I\'[r. Ros'les' ilrelir<licahle
blind spot, or. rnore appropliatc:l)', his lose-tinted eorl-

tact lenses^ rvhic:h he olrviotrslv lle\/er removed rvhile
in Ir-rdi:,r..

e
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In 1951, rvhen he ffrst arrived, he rvas altogether
captivatecl by Pandit Nehru. "Never have I listened
to a more articulate survey of world afiairs," he
applauds. IvIr Nehru proceeded to explain to his rapt
visitor precisely what was wrong rvith U.S. policy in
regard to Japan, to China, to Korea and India, and
enumerated the several mistakes that America had
committed becatrse it had disregarded i\'Ir Nehrtr's
advice. In the interval between lr{r Bowles' two
ambassadorshilx to New Delhi, however, Mr Nehm's
place as the headmaster to the rvorld was no longer
so unquestioningly accepted: non-violence had be-
come tarnished in Goa, non-alignment had been for-
gotten and left to rest somewhere in the wild hills of
NEFA, the formidable financial reserves that India
possessed (the sterling balance) had been squandered
away, the grandiose Five-year Plans were aflicted with
acute arthritis, and the food shortages were worse than
ever before. Despite the rich promises that Mr Bowles
had seen everyrvhere ten years earlier, India still was
caricatured in the world press as an emaciated man
with the begging bowl eternally held out, chronically
starved. Mr. Borvles never asks rvhat lvent wrong, or
rvho failed; indeed, on the evidence of this book, he
hardly noticed that anything had gone wrong at all.

Puzzling Reticence

In an observer so highly perceptive, in a critio so

fearless, and above all in a man so unarguably honest,
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such reticence becomes particularly puzzling. The
man who does not hesitate to censure his own country
for selling arms to the world by calling it a "merchant
of death," condemns a directive by President Johnson
as "a masterpiece of deviousness," and talks of his
reference to Bobby Kennedy as "paranoiac," and'con-
siders the administration of the United Nationo as
"irnpossible to transfornr into a srnooth-running opera-
ticn," does not have the mildest of reproofs for the
men who ran tJris country during his tenure of ofice.
Even rvhen India turned dorvn the offer of a sorely
needed radio transmitter given free by America, or
rejected out of hand a proposal by u,hich the U.S.
offered to set up a university in India with an annual
grant of $14,000,000 every year, the fault in Mr Borvles'
eyes was never India's but rather of his own country's
approach and Uming. Every moment one expects to
find some give-away gesture of genuine exhasperation.

No trace. Even when, as the result of lvlr Borvles'
most energetic efforts and private entreaties, when
three-fourths of the entire U.S. wheat crop was com-
ing to India to feed twelve per cent of its population,
he attributes India's barely conc.ealed "diskust and
hatred" of America to Americat 'public posture."

Mr Bowles, by his own assessment, is not really a
politician, but "primarily issue-oriented, programme-
oriented, and cause-oriented." He is certainly all these,
but in the Indian chapters of this book he comes out
best in his role of an indulgent godfather to India,
sqrneone who has refrained from commenting on the
Indian situation because he knows how sensitive most
Indians are to criticism from foreigners, however well-
intentioned. While this is unexceptionable according
to the highest traditions of the diplomatic corps, it
shorvs up \'Ir Bowles, as far as India is concerned, as

a heavily biased r,r'itness.
Mr. Bowles' enduring enchanhnent rvith India even

-led him to go counter to his own earlier admonitions
.4'1 to his government against giving arms to other coun-
\./ tries. After the sorry performance of the Indian army

against the Chinese in NEFA, India rushed to the
American Embassy for the arms to modernize its army.
Mr Bowles, by dint of sheer persistance and pressure
brought to bear upon his friends in Washington,
succeeded in breaking through the built-in anti-Indian
bias of the Stat0 Department and the Pentagon to get
President Kennedy's consent to everything India had
asked for: a hundrecl million dollars worth of military
hardrvare errery yea) for ffve yeals. The President set

, up a meeting with his advisory council for 26tht November, 1963. especially to push the deal through.
Four days bef,rre the scheduled date, Kennedy was
assassinated. It took another six months for Mr Bowles
to get thc sarnc proposal approved by Presiderrt
Johnson. Even as lr{r Chavan ancl his team of military
advisors u'ere in Washington to sign the agreement,

{
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word was received that Mr Nehru had died. After that
the proposal was never taken up again.

One rvonders rvhat rvould have happened if Presi-
dent Kennedy had not died rvhen he did, or Mr Nehru?
lVould rve after having committed ourselves to a rnajor
deal rvith America, have had enough manoeuvering
space to have signed the Indo-Soviet Pact-or rvould
rve by then lrave been labelled as having gone too
deeply in the Pro-American bloc for Russia to have
even ctnsidered joining hands with us?

TRUE THEN, TRUE NOW...
"I think that this rvill turn out to be the rnajor
foreign policy mistake of this administration,
even more serious than fouling up the Bay of
Pigs. What we are doing is subsidizing Khrush-
chev at a time that he's in deep economic trouble
... this will allow him to bring economic pres-
sure oll his satellites. He now has a weapon he
didn't have before. It pulls his economy out of a
very great hole and allows him to divert the
Russian economy into space and rnilitary activi-
ties that he otherwise would have to keep in
agriculture."

-Rrcn.+no Nrxox in New'[ork Times,
October 9, 1973.
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N{H\t OR WO(E)MEN--YEAR. 2074
Dear I{r. Greer:

. I am replying to you in haste, for the time has come
for the men of the rvorld to rebel against female
harassmelt. The time has corne to undo rvhat your
grandmother and her breed succeeded in doing; rr'e
must restore our rightful place in society!

"Man is born free, but is everywhere in chains" -
so commented a great philosopher and seer. He rvas
a true 'political'thinker; he foresarv the tussle between
the two sexes and the inevitable chains of rvomanly
bondage to bind us helplessly.

Let me quote from history to show horv the fair sex,
or rather unfair sex, have allvays made life miserable
for us. Take Adam and Eve; women claim that Adam,
wicked and brutal Adam, ensnared a coy Eve with an
apple. I rather tend to believe she stufied the apple
down his throat, and lvhat is more labelled it Adam's
apple. Generations later, the apple is still there.

Ever since then, thel' have mercilessly persecutecl
us. True, a ferv of our species have taken liberties with
women, but then for every Paris, there are ten faces
that launched a thousand ships, and rvhat is more,
dronrned them too. For every Samson there are ten
plotting Delilak. But don't you see, Greer, that things
were different in those days? The Helens, Delilahs and
Godivas of history rvere put in their place by men.
But goodness, what is happening to us today? Ever
since the rvorld 'woman's bloodless revolution 2010,
our strength, our opinions and views, our very voices
have been reduced to an inconsequential whimper.

This last one week has been particularly strenuous
for me, which is why I am getting so emotional. First,
thanks to the advances of biology and genetic science
(spurred no doubt by your worthy grandmother), I
iust took delivery of my baby from the test tube. As
for my wife, she was not near me in the lab, to hold
either rnv hand or the test tube. She rvas attending a
seminar on "Toffier Revisited". Incidentally she has
got a promotion in her ofice, and has asked me to
spend time usefully and plan a menu for her stag
dinner instead of gossiping. See that, Greer? From
buttgr winner to utter loser! A century back she would
have stamped with rage, and actused me of ignoring
her feelings. But there you are. After all, it is they who
wear the trousers and we the skirts. Where are those
days of romance and poetry - valiant lady writing an
ode to her man, sitting by the hem of his skirt! Clearly
we have the worst of both worlds!

Again my domestic peace is shattered because the
reputation of our eldest son is at stake. Our neiglr-
bour's daughter dated him and tried to molest him.
The boy has been in hysterics since.

That is as far as home goes, but look outside, and
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you find other things to gasp at. lVomen, like pests,
have invaded every sphere of activity. Take the army.
Unlike grandpa's days of artillery and gunfire. they
resort to primitive methods Iike clawing and getting
at each other - above the belt! In the air, they are
busy building castles, rvhile at sea one sees them not
guarding our sacred waters, but reclining on decks,
sunbathing and drifting.

Take our politics. Parliament is a babble of shrill
voices, shrieks and giggling. Instead of footrvear, they
chuck burnt undergarments. As politicians they are
indiscreet and scrupulously honest. I do not knorv horv
they thrive!

Our traffic is highly disorganised rvith policewomen,
all legs and no hands. lVe have an un-committod
judiciary, our secretariats have red ribbons instead of
tape, ours is not a democracy, its a womenocracy,
Government of the women, by and for women.

But this shall not go on for ever. Let us awaken that
dormant power in hundreds of our fellowmen all over
the rvorld. Ir{en of the world, unite! It is time we threw
oft our aprons and win back what those wo(e)men
have rrsurped from us Freedom First!

Yours in waiting,
G. Goper,exnrsrrNAN



THE THREE ECONOMIC MtrRACLtrS
B. P. Adarkar

R. PAUL SAMUELSON, rwiting in the Economic
u, Tintes Arutual,1972, made the follorving pertinent
comrr-rent on the "Process of Growth": "We speak often
of ecbnomic rrriracles in the post-u,ar p"iiod. Attd
riglrtly so. But we should also take note of the miracles
of non-grgrcflr. \\4iat competent economist would have
dared tg',predict that cpuntries such as Argentina,
Chile andjUruguay could fail to grow rapidly in the
last quarter of a century? Or', rvho could have expected
Czechoslovakia to have stagnated as she has done
during the same period? Merely putting the slogan of
Socialism on )'oul' banners and in your constitutions
does not suffice to promote rapid industrial progress:
the cases of nervlyJiberated colonies - Egypt, India,
Ghana, Indonesia and many others - have brought
much disappointment to the believers in a planned
society."

Our Fiue Year Plans

In spite of four flamboyant Five Year Plans, costing
nd less than Rs. 42,W crores, India is still very low on
the international table of economic progress, her per
capita income giving her a rank of 103 amongst the
nations of the world! Her average rate of economic
growth during the period f95l-73 has been only 3X%

and rnuch lorver than the growth rates of many other
r'lgveloping and developed nations, most of which have
no sophisticated plans to boast of. During the period
1960-70, Japan had a growth rate of I to 14%; South
Korea l0-L2%; Tais'an L0-I2%; Singapore 741t% (1970);
Iran L5% (1970); unplanned industrial countries
4.8%; more developed countries 6.4%; unplanned less

developed countries 5%, and the world average for all
countries 516%. Now, Mr. D. P. Dhar has been promis-
ing us a target rate of 1tA% tor the Fifth Plan, with a
buclget of more tl.riin Rs. 53,000 crores, i.e., more than
the total of all tlie previous four Plans! And, of course,
there is no guarantee that even this modest target
will be reached. In the nou' celebrated words of
Mr. Chavan: 'IIow does it matter if the targets are
unrealistic. After all, have rve ever achieved targets in
previous Plans?" Yet, as the proverb goes, the proof of
the pudding is in the eating, and if our planners cannot
achieve their postulated growth rates, the pudding
rnust indeed be considered as rotten.

In this context, I cannot resist quoting Sir Arthur
Lewis, the well-known expert on development plan-
ning and President of the Carribean Developrnent
Bank, rvho, speaking in Bombay the other day, said:
"Though today's (In&an) plans are more sophistica-
ted than those made 2,0 years ago, we are no nearer to

ensuring their implementation. The heart of the pro-
blem is tlrat a plan postulates a growth rate and every-
thing depends on that. If the planners cannot do any-
thiug about the rate of gros'th rrnrl it proceecls to
di'erge significantly from what they have postulated,
then their plan cannot be impl.ementeu and should be
abondoned." ( N4y italics )

Therefore, for planners and non-planners alike, the
paramount question is: lVhat rnakes a nation's eco-
nomy click? Or, in other words, tvhat circumstances,
ideas or policies are basic to the achievement of an
Economic Miracle? There is enough to learn in the
experience of both the rniracle-makers and the non-
starters among the nations of the rvorld, but only if
ve usould learn.

The Brazilian lt[iracle

Professor Milton Friedman, the distinguished eco-
nornist, has in a recent article in the Newsweiek
(Jan. 21) pointedly drarvn attention to this question. I
can do no better than give a ferv portmanteau quota-
tions from his article here, and then come back to the
problem of Indian planning:

"I have iust returned from a brief visit to Brazil, the
third major nation in recent history to take off on a
period of growth so rapid as to justify the term'econo-
mic miracle.' The explosion is obvious even to the
casual visitor. The cars that jam the streets of Sao
Paolo and Rio are almost nerv; multi-storey buildings,
both nerv and still under construction, crorvd the sky;
cranes are almost as nlrmerous as TV antennas, and
the air of bustle and hustle is unmistakably difierent
from the pre-Christmas shopping msh. Many of the
men in responsible positions are surprisingly young;
clearly a new generation is taking charge. Their con-
fidence, pride and high expectations are seasoned rvith
just a tingc ol trneasiness ubotrt thc future. '\Vill it
really last' is a question that no one asks, yet that all
seem to have at the back of their minds . . The
Brazilian miraele dates from 1967, when output started
growing at an average rate of 10 per cent a year."The
other miracles, in Germany and ]apan, started nearly
two decades earlier, shortly after the end of World
War II. Though the three countries differ greatly in
history, culture, resources and technological sophisti-
cation, there are striking similarities among the three
miracles."

The Similarities

Prof. F'riedman mentions three similarities in the
situation of the tluee countries:

{
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O) 'NI tluee miraclcs u)erc preccded by a period of
econonic disorganisation that oas producecl or inten-
sifud bg price and uage controls intposcd to suppress
inflation In Germanv and Japau, a productive
capacity dinrinished bv rvar and defeat faced a money
supply swollen by war-time spending and post-rvar
fiscal collapse......In Brazil, political instability in
the late 50's and early 6O's produced large govemment
deffc'its financed by a r'apid increase in the quantitv
of money (same as 'deficit financing'). Inflation reached
a rate of more than l0O per cent a year by early 1964'
The government tried to suppress the inflation by
measrrres such as ffxing prices and wages and control-
Iing foreign-exchange transactions......As in Ger-
manv and Japan, the controls produced widespread
u'aste, ineficiency and black markets."

(2) "Allthree miracles uere mnd.e possible by mone-
tary reforms that ended most goDernment corttrols and
therebg permitted o market-price sgstent to operute

. .In Germany and Japan, the prior economic
cullapse had been so extreme that the reforms, drastic
though they rvere, rvere follorved almost immediately
by recovery and expansion. In Brazil, where the prior'
collapse was less extreme, a 'tight' money policy was
accompanied by recession and increased unemplol'
ment......However, the freeing of markets plus poli-
tical stability unleashed unsuspected dynamic forces."

(3) "Alt three miracbs relied primarily on prioate
enterprise for their motiae pouer .. . . . . In all three
countries, government intervened extensively - sub-
sidising here, taxing there, building roads, ports and
similar facilities, taking over part or all of selected
industries. Yet, these measures, though highly visible,
Were the trimming on the cake, not the cake itself. I
bglieve that most of them did more harm than good.
The gouernment sen;ed best uuhen it interfered the
Izost, with the driving force of private enterprise co-
ordinated by market prices." (His italics)

The Indian N on-\Iiracle

It may be worthwhile to compare and contrast the
Indian situation u'ith that in the three miracle-making
countries. It nray be seen that India too is passing
through a period of "economic disorganisation", caused
partly by controls of various kinds and partly by
external causes, such as wars and droughts. In the case
of the three countries cited above, peace and security
in the post-War period for a quarter of a century were
undoubtedly an imlrcrtant factor. However, in the
case of India, the five wars (four with Pakistan and
one rvith China ) were perhaps a good alibi for the
economic malaise btrt hardly a eomplinrent to India's
foreign policy nrirkers. becatrse all rvars arise frorn
\{'ronq or incompetent foreign policies. As regards
droughts, again, it rvas the neglect of irrigation and
agriculture (togethcr rvith an exccssivc emphasis on
heavv inclrr"^trv and grandiose projcr<'ts), rvhich rvas the
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causative factou of rvater scarcity. Droughts and
fan'rines are not nerv in India. It rvas the lack of forc-
sight on the part of the planners that they did not
provide adequately against them.

On the other hand, there is no doubt that the parallel
betrveen India and Brazil, as regards the ffrst of three
similarities mentioned by Prof. Friedman, is more or
less con-rplete, in that there has taken place a country-
wide disorganisation due to controls and restrictions
of all kinds (of which the unfortunate Wheat Take-
over was the latest iustance), apart from the inflation
brought about by hectic deffcit financing and un-
bridled public spending in the developmental as well
as non-developmental sectors. Thus, any relief that
the government can give to the nation's economy,
especially in the private sector, by ending the controls
( including im1rcrt and export contrbls, industrial
Iicensing and foreign exchange control), by reducing
the rigours of planning, by carrying out a complete
overhaul of the tax system rvith a view to lightening
the burdens on private industry, and by permitting
the urarket-price system to operate freely, will un-
doubtedly unleash the dynamic forces latent in the
econorny. It must be remembered that the public sec-
tor is the smaller of the two sectors, that the private
sector represents not only a maior part of the economy
but the people themselves, as distinct from the
bureaucracy of the public sector.

The Imnilnent Take-Off

There is reason to belieoe that the lndinn econotnA>
both in the industrial and in the agricultural splrcre,
has nou reached, the Take-off stage. I have been hold-
ing this vierv for some time and I was rather happy
to note that the eminent, international economist, Prof.
Colin Clark, in a recent lecture in Bombay, expressly
stated the same view. Every time I travel by train
betrveen Bombay and Poona, for example, it is a distinct
pleasure to see hundreds of small and medium-sized
fac:torics that have sprung rrp like rrtttshrooms on both
sicles of the rail route. Many of these stmggling new
industries, mostly owned by young and new industrial-
ists, have been baulked by excessive controls and
heavy taxation: they are iust waiting to boom ahead
into greater activity, as soon as they get the oppor-
tunity. There is also the Green Revolu'ion, which has
been temporarily held up by the government's nega-
tive policies, but which promises to go into action, any
mornent. There are mauy things in cornnron betrveert
the Braziliau and lndian situations: both are geogra-
phically vast and possess enorrnous mineral and agri-
cultural resourees awaiting exploitation, and also an
adeqrrate supplv of sLilled as well as unskilled labour;
both have too a fund of goodwill of other nations, manv
of rvhich have been unsparing in their financial and
otlrer assistarrce. Therefore, if Brazil can do it, rvh;r
can't India?
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HARDtrNING THE "SOF'T STATE"
Sharu S. Rangnekar

D)RODUCTIVITY is a great iclea. \\/herever rnen
I stmggle to make a bettel life for themselves and
their children, they must rely on higher prodtrctivity.
Developing countties, rvhich have a poor quality of
living, should be particularly interested in productivity
since their resolrrces are scarce and needs are immense.
And yet, it is in these countries that "productivity" is
a dirty rvord - second in despicability only to the
rvord "profft"; scarce resources are rvasted through
conspicuous consumption, conspicuous investment and
idle br under-utilised ecluiprnent and labour.

This is typical of a "Soft State".
Gunnar lr{yrdal used the concept of "soft state" to

bring out the most signiffcant aspect of all under-
developed countries. The term "soft state" comprises
all the various types of social indiscipline e.g. deffci-
encies in legislation, law observance and enforcement,
rvidespread disobedience by officials at various levels
to rules and directives formulated by them or handed
down to them and their collusion rvith pou'erful
persons or groups whose conduct they are supposed
to regulate. The ffrst efrect of the "soft state" is that
the laxity and arbitlationess are exploired for personal
gain by people at all levels. This exploitation invari-
ably results in an inefficient use of resources. Further-
more, there is a general inclination of people to resist
contrbls and their implementation. Such a resistance
makes it imlnssible to establish any "code of conduct"
and encourages every type of wasteful and counter-
productive activity.

A superficial comparison of the underdeveloped
countries and the developed countries with respect to
productivity emphasises the higher technology and
techniques used by the latter. It is therefore, assumed
that the maior task is to remove the "technology gap"
and tlle productivity in the undeveloped countries will
rise. In fact, however, industrial units in the under-
developed countries using the same technology and
techniques as the developed countries generally have
signiffcantly lower productivity. The "soft state" pheno-
menon renders the technology inefficient and the
techniques inef;ecdve. In a'toft state" all technologies
end up in becoming "labour-extensive".

E ducation An Impe timent

Another factor that is corsidered resporuible for
high productivity in developed countries is tlte im-
provement in the quality of labour input through edu-
cation. The educational efforts iu the underdeveloped
countlies, hos'eler, cnrphasise the "quarrtitirtivti' rather
thirn the "<ltralitatir,o" aspccts likc: u'hrrt is trrrrglrt,

in what spirit and rvith rvhat effect (e.g. in regard to
willingness to perform rnanual rvork). The rvrong
emphasis has meant a lot of "mis-education" rvhich
impedes - rather thau plomotes - productivitv. The
vast investment in education has not resulted in higher
calibre, rnore knorvledgeable, rvilling and productive
labour. It has created a large rnass of educated un-
employed having low calibre, doubtful knowledge, un-
willingness for hard vrork and a passion for parasitic
living on sinecure jobs.

In some of the "soft states" the failure in the grorvth
of goods and services is sought to be covered by the
slogan of "social justice". By this slogan, the state
claims to sacrifice growth to ensure better fistribution
of the goods and services amongst the poorer sections
of the society. Such efforts inevitably lead to controls
on private sector - particularly the 'organised' sector
of the industry. Government generally attempts to
control these enterprises with administrative dis-
cretionary controls with the result that no maior (and
indeed few minor) business decisions can be taken ex-
cept with the prior permission of government author-
ities. The government ofiers several inducements for
industrial development rvhich are too generous to be
given according to general rules. So administrative dis-
cretion has to be exercised to determine who gets the
foreign exchange, rvho receives loans at lorv interest,
who rvill be permitted to invest and produce and rvhat
and from rvhere will he irnport capital goods and raw
materials. Thus, inducements are given to encottrage
enterprise and then every official spends his time and
energy to limiting or stopping enterprise!

The post-independence era in the underdeveloped
countries has afiorded greater opportunities and in-
centives for corruption. The upper class has not been
able to rvithstand the temptation to exploit their newlv
acquired power and have cirused a spleading pattertr
of corruption. Cormption is highl)' detrimental for
productivity. It introduces an element of irrationality
in all planning and plan fulftlment by inducing
deviations and distorti<lns. It impedes the processe5

of decision-making and execution at all levels.

Hardening the Soft State

C)ne method to inprove ploductivity in the "soft

state' is to countet' the 'softness'. The underdeveloped
countlies have no hope of rapid del'elopment rvithout
greater productivity and such productivi$' rvill not
lle possible rvithout socirrl disciplitre enfor<'ecl lrt'-c'onr-

p,,liion. The underdeveloped eountries hirve pttt fewer
(C.)ntiilrc(l on P:tgc 12.i
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THE TRIALS OF' A
PROF'ESSIONAL MUSICIAN

S. G. Bailur

'MUSIC as a profession is, perhaps, the most fiercely
avr competitive in India today. No musician can be

successful unless he or she has got one and all of these
essentials: a very melodious voice, originality, real
talent, opportunity, influenoe and, above all, luck,"
said Shri Nagesh Khalikar, a talented Poona musician,
whom I happened to interview recently.

The occasion was a musical programme in obser-
vance of the third death anniversary dedicated to the
late Shri Shivanand Bhavanishankar Bankeshwar, a
great connoisseur and patron of classical music who
had helped many a struggling musician of promise to
public recognifion and prosperity. I attended the
function at which the chief guest was to be the young
celebrity in classical music, Shri Ghulam Mustafa, in
response to a brief press announcement.

Music, according to Shri Khalikar, is a luxury
rather than a necessity for the masses. As such, if the
general economic condition of our country worsens
and the masses have to struggle for their very survival,
the musician becomes the ffrst casualty as his success
entirely depends upon the patronage of the masses,
not of the affuent classes. It might sound strange but,
nonetheless, it is true, that it is the masses in general
who have great interest in rnusig while members of
the classes who evince real interest in it are mere ex-
ceptions. If a few rich people dissemble taste and to
patronise a few top musicians, they do so in the hope
of basking in the latter's refected glory for one thing,
and of achier"ing the distinction of having afiorded the
patronage for another.

(Continued from page 1I)
obligations much less effectively upon their people
than have the developed countries - both communist
and democratic.

If it is not possible to "harden" the soft state, it
migbt be better to accept the factual situation that
there is no hope of honest and effective land reforms
or public sector and to make deliberate choice in
favour of allowing and encouraging progressive far-
mers and industrialists to reap full benefft of their
efforts. This would encourage them to improve pro-

-ductivity of our scant resources. The present pseudo-
socialism combines the least favourable features of
capitalism and feudalism. The mo6t important require-
ment of productivity is the creation of a relationship
between man and land or man and equipment that
does not thwart his incentives to work and to invest.
Unless this relationship is established, improvement
in technology and techniques will never give great
results in terms of productivity.
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_There are, he continued, a number of young, talent-
ed musicians in the country, but our Singeel'Sabhas
or music circles, with their eye glued to the gate
money, rarely encourage or invite them. ..I do -not
blarne these Sabhas for inviting top musicians with an
eye _on the gate money", he was quick to add. ...But

Iet them also give a chance to comi up, to our young
musicians of talent. What I say of musicians is akd
true of other professionals like doctors, Iawyers and
so on.

What attracted me to Shri Khalikar was not so
much his musical tal.ent-great as the talent is by any
standard-, as it was the man. What a magniffcent even
magnanimous gesture it was that he, in none-too-
prosperous or happy a condition himself after a suc-
cession of calamities he had survived, should have
still remembered rvith gratitude whatever little help
he had from the late Sfui Bankeshwar to the exteni
of coming all the way from poona just to attend his
anniversary! Nor was his participation in the
function just silent as one of the audience. The
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chief guest of the occasion, held up by a prior en-
gagement at the AIR, Bombay, failed to tunr trp at
the appointed hour of 6.80. The hall rvas fillecl to
capacity by 6.f5. The audience waited patiently till7,
still no sign of the chief guest arriving. Then they
became restive. Some stop-gap arrangement had to
be made to hold their interest till the chief guest's
arrival.

Sensing the mood of the audience, Shri Khalikar
graciously offered to sing. But rvhat about the accom-
panyists? The chief guest was to bring his orvn
ac,companyists, while Shri Khalikar had none. The
harmonium rvas there, as also the tabla, Two amateurs

' came forward to accompany him on those instruments.
He, a professional of his calibre, quite unlike his peers
in the profession reputedly touchy about their accom-
panyists, quietly actepted the improvisation and set to
his volunteered task as a labour of love and devotion to

t his erstwhile benefactor. He gave his eager audience
' an hour or sot programme of music, first a classical

piece, then another in natya sangeet. Meanwhile the
chief guest, Shri Ghulam Mustafa, had arrived with
his trnrty, and the embarrassing situation had been
successfully tided over.

Shd Khalikar is a former disciple of Pandit
Vinayakrao Patwardhan and Prof. Deodhar. He often
sings on the AI& Poona. He lost his father in his in-
fancy and was bnrught up by his mother and grand-
father. His educational career was prematurely cut
she,rt at the matriculation level by financial difficulties.
Music had been his ffrst love right from his childhood.
He had also relatives and friends to encourage him to

{ take up music as a career. He tried to follow their
advice but realised, fortunately soon enough, that he
must have a second string to his bow. So he worked
in the New English School, Poona, as Music Teacher
for ?2 years.

He aclooivldg"d with gratitude the help and en-

4 \ couragemqlt he had had from professional musicians
i-t ute frira6ai Badodekar, Manik verma and Ram

Marathe, and from lovers and patrons of rnusic like
Smt. Sucheta Joshi (Poona), lr{adhavrao Podar
( Hyderabad), Vinaychandra Moudgal (Delhi), Babu-
rao Bhavsadekar and, last but not least, the late
Shri S. B. Bankeshwar (Bangalore). He was also grrrte-

' ful to Pandit Bhimsen Joshi for having introduced hirn
to the late Shri Bhankeswar

Shri Iftalikars musical career has not been as much
a financial success as it might have been, for rvant of
iust qre thing out of his ourn catalogue of requisites
for suecsss set out in the opening paragraph: L U C K !

Calamities, both natural and man-made, have fattened
him financially twice: first the Panshet disaster tlut
srvept arvay ltis all, dren rv)tctt he lrrrd just tnadc got-rd

the loss by talent ancl ttnlenritting toil, by' a rnidniglrt
dacoity. As thougli t.ircse rvert' not e'norrgh for any-
one's lifetime, a fresh misforttrne in the fomr of a rnis-
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sing rnarried claughter has given ir nelv edge to his
suffering. The poignancy of his e.rtrttordinary mn of
bad luck is highlighted by the reported remark of sorne
close friends of his: "Any other person in a like situa-
tion would certainly have sought deliverirnce from a
living torturc such as is your life through suicide!" IIe
believes in devotion to all that is good and noble in this
sinful world, and as rnuch self-abnegation as possible.
For thus and thus only could he find pu-q)ose and fulfil-
rnent in his continued existence, and hence nrental
peace.

Incidentally I may add this tail-piece: He ungrudg-
ingly paid tribute to cinema music, saying that it had
aroused mass interest in music and earned mass trnpu-
larity for itself. Unfortunately, in the process, it had
debased their taste in music. He was of the opinion
that it was ttre duty of all musicians of class to remedy
this deplorable situation and help elevate their -
especially the new generation's - taste in music-
He included in his musical repertory all of Classical
Music, NatyaSangeet and Light Nlrrsic (iri that order)
so as to be able to cater to all tastes and rise to all
situations, he confidecl. But he slyly added that the
Natya Sangeet, Light Music served as mere sugar-
coating to the "bitter pill" of Clnssical Music!

-1
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NAT ION ALITY AND HU A,I AN ITY ?

The Nero Left: Six Critiral Essoys; edited by
\'Iaurice Cranston. ( National Academy, Delhi.
Price Rs. 5/-. )

fN its origins the Left u'as the party of humanity and
f of reason. In \{arxism its abstract rationality suc-
ceeded in locating itself within the movement of
history and also in what was held to be a rational
understanding of that movement. The coutemporary
revolutionary of the New Left has to a grcat extent
lost conffdence in the movement of history and in the
,efficacy of reason. The New Left accprding to D. D.
Laing has given up the experience of politics in ex-
change for the'politics of expelience.'

As Maurice Crarxton points out in a short percep-
tive foreword, the Marx which the New Left follows
is not \4arx the econornist and the author of. Das
Kapital but Marx the sociologist and the author of the
early philosophical I\,ISS. The revolutionary masses,
for the Nerv Left, are not the rvorkers of the western
rvorld but rather the impoverished peasants and rural
workers of the third world, the Negroes in the U.S.
ghettoes and the dropouts. AII the persons discussed
in the book upheld in various ways the \{arxist ideal
,of the trnity of theory and practice, thorrgh sone are
intellectuals like Sartre and Marcuse, others like Che
Guevara are nren of action and Fanon is a writer-cum-
psychologist who indulged in gueiilla warfare.

Kenneth Minogue's essay on Che Guevara is a ffne
introduction to this legendary figure. Ernesto Guevara
trained to be a doctor and led a roving life till joining
Fidel Castro's guerilla forces in overthrowing the
Batista regime in Cuba. After acting for some time as

a spokesman for the Castro regime, he disappeared
frorn the country and later died in Bolivia while lead-
ing a band of armed guerillas. Francois Bondy writes
an involved piece on the political thought of Sartre.
tr4aurice Cranston shoq's up the logical inconsistencies
in I{erbert \{arcrrsrr's credo of violence. 1his, along
with Frantz Fanon's advocacy of the purifying flarne
of violence and the creative power of revolution, are
explored and revealed to be the cul-de-sac they are by
Aris-tide R. Zolberg.

George Feaver traces the emergen@ of Black Power
through the frustration of the Negroes with the mode-
rate policies of Martin Luther King. He concludes that
Black Power has not been a useful and constructive
doctrine and actually blocks the road to the goal it
claims to seek. David Martin concludes the selection
with an evaluati<ln of R. D. Laing, one of the mnin
,contributors to tlie thcorv :rud rl.retoric of thc Nclr
I.6ft.

This lo.u-priced Indian edition deserves to be read
widely b), ull u'ho are interested in the forces that
shape our rvorld today. nusr J. Denurv,rl.l
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'.S\i'E.ij')' SI.{IRl"-Continted fronr pugc l
of N'Iiu'xism and p:rtriotism but a meaningless absuJ- tion and inertia, continu€s to cling to this false doctrine
dity? These trvo points of vierv c'atr lte "rnerged" onlv tvith all its toltuous aberratiorrs, that it needs to put
in generalised incantations, for history has shou'n us the dissentc+r behind bars. For a false ideology can
that in practice they are alrvays diametricallv oppo'sed. ffncl no othel answer to argurnent and protest than
This is so obvious that Lenin in 1915 actually pro- weapons and prison bars.
claimed: "lVe are-anti-patriotic." And that u'as the Cnst off this cracked ideology! Relinquish it to your
honest truth. And-throughout the 1920s in our country rivals, let it go r.vherever it wants, let iipass from our
the rv-ord 'patriot" 

lne_ant exactly the same as "\\4rite country like i stomr-cloud, like r.rn epidemic. l,et others
Guard". And the rvhole of this letter that I am now concern themselves with it and study it, just so long
puttingbeforeyouis patriotism, u/riclr nteans rejection as we don't! In ridding ourselves of it we shall also
of rVlarxism. For N{arxism ordels us to leave the North rid ourseh'es of the need to fill our life with lies.
East -unexploited and to leave oul women rvith their Let us pull ofi and shake off from all of us this
crowbars and shovels, and instead finance and expedite filthy, ,nu"ity s6irt of Ideology rvhich is now so stained

1 wor]d revolution' u,ith the blood of those 66 ,iilliur. that it prevents the\ The step seems a hard one at fir'st'.but,in fact. once iivlng body of the nation from breathing. This Ideo-you have thrown off this rubbishy ideoloev of ours. ;
you will quickty sense a huge relief ;T;;""";";'^;#l l"€i l^1T^*1f5':'"tponsibilitv 

for a]l the blood

\ of a relaxation in the entire struct,,r;;;;3;;;'ffi that has been shed' Do 1'ou ueed me to persuacle vou

, i i; ;f iil^;;;""rr", or government n;;ii ;til'H;: to throw it off without more ado? " ' '
Iogy, whi6h is clriving is into a situation of acute con - ^ 

All gou haoe to do is deprive l'Iauism of its 1rcwer-
flit abroad, has lonf ceased to be helpful to us here ful state support and let it exist by itsell and stand on

at home, as it r,vas irr" tt 
" 

twenties and ihirties. In orrr its orvn feet. furd let all rvho rvish to do so make propa-

country today nothing constructioe rests rtltort. it,it is a ganda for it, defend it arrd din it into others rvithout
sham, cardboard, theauical prop-take it nu':r.v and let or hindrance-but outside working hours and not
nothing will collapee, nothing rvill even wobble. For a on state salaries. In other rvords, the whole agitprep
long time nolv, everything has rested solely on rnaterial system of agitatiou and propaganda must cease to be
calculation and the subjection of the people and not paicl for out of tJre nation's pocket.
on any utrxurge of ideological enthusiasnl, as you per-

t\pril 197.1

'{

fectly well knorv. This ideology does nothing norv but
sap our strength and bind us. It slogs up the whole life of
society-minds, tongues, radio and press, lvith lies, lies,
lies. For how else can something dead pretend that it is
living except by erecting a scaffolding of lies? Every-
thing is steeped in lies au;rd eaerybodg knous it-and
says so openly in private conversation, and jokes and
moans about it, but in their official speeches they go
on hypocritically parroting what they are'supposed to

/ \ say' and with equal hypocrisy and boredom read and

t t listen to the speeche,s of others: horv much of society's
energy is squandered on this! And.v*ou, when you open
your newpapers or srvitch on your television-do YOU
YOURSELVES really believe for one instant that
these speeches are sincere? No, you stopped believing
Iong ago, I am certain of it. And if you didn't, then
y9u ryu-st havelecome totally insulated from the inner
life of the coun-try.

This universal, obligatory force-feeding with lies is
now the most agonising aspect of existence in our
country-worse than all our material miseries. rvorse

-A than any lack of civil liberties.
' All these arsenals of lies, rvhich are totally rrn-

necessary for our stability &s a statc, are levied as a
kind of tax for the beneftt of Ideology-to nail dowu
events as they happen and clarnp theur to a teuacious,
shary-clarved but dead Ideology. And it is precisell'
because our stirte, through slteer force of hatrit, tracli-
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WITH MAI\TT VOICES
"'flre rlecp

\Ioans rorurd with nrany voices, Coulc, nry friends,
"fis not too late to seek a newer w'orld."

Mr. Gonvala is an incorrigibly public-spirited
Indian, which really is a contradiction in terms and
.equivalent to being an enern)/ of the state.

-D. in Quest, January-February 1974.

Equality is anyway impossible. Equality at break-
fast time is inequality at supper time.

-Sir Keith Joseph quoted in TIrc Econonilst,
January 26.

Indian pseudosecularism may have a certain cachet
among those rvho ar€ unaware of the actualities of
Indian life.

-Edward Luttrvak in National Ret:iew,
October 22, L978.

For millions of Amcricans, happiness is a full tank of
gas' 

-Time,February 18.

My feelings are sirnilar to that of Mrs. Gandhi u'hen
she was expelled from the Congpess by the present
Old Congress leaders.

-\{r. Chimanbhai Patel in Inclian Erprc,^s, N,Iarch 2.

\\ihy call it tlre Indian Ocerrn? One may u'ell call it
Ir,Iadagascar Sea.

-Ambassador Daniel lv{oynihan in Times of lndia,
\{arch 5.

Registered No. MH By South/264

-TennUson.

Non-alignment is buried five fathours clcep iu the
Indian Ocean.

-Eclitorial in tlgsindia, Februnry 24.

Castro is the longest-lived failure in today's rvorld.
If ever there rvas a vivid display of how his brand of
Communism ruins a good thing, it is on exhibition
right there in Cuba.

-Howarcl Flieger in Lr.S. Neps & World Report,
Februarv 1I.

He (Nixon ) just had to live long enough to ffnd out
I u'as right.

-Senator Barrv Goldwater in U.S. Neu,s &
World Report, February 11.

We've never been in a worse position to talk about
cletente than n'e are toda1,.

-Senator Barry Goldwater ir U.S. Neros &
Woild Report, Febmary 11.

In my heroes in politics outside India, Lenin alone
g,ave me exciting experiences. Shall I say I am almost
rapturons rvhen I think of this greirt man?

-C. l{. H. N. Bahuguna in The lllu'strated
\\reeklu of Indio, N{arch 17.

Coalition is like cohabitation; easy to go into, hard
to conduct, and messy to escape.\ 

-The Econornivf, March 9.

The rvashing of clean linen in public is an irritating
e.xercise.

-The Ecottonlist, Nlarch 9.

We are all minorities now.

-Jeremy Thorpe in Tinrc, \'Iarch 18.

If it weren't for the name he gave to his culinary
creation, the Eall of Sandwich might havc been
irnother crurnb on the tablecloth of history.

-Advertisement in U.S. Neros & World Report,
\farch Il.
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I27, \Iahatrna (larr<lhi lloatl,
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\farcli 2.
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