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FREEDOM —FIRST AND ALWAYS

M. R. Masani

HEN 1 recently agreed to respond to the invi-
tation to assume office as Chairman of the
newly established three-man Minorities Commission,
I agreed to do so on an honorary basis so as to ensure
continued freedom of expression on my part. The least
of the sacrifices involved was the financial one result-
ing from the diversion of some days in the month
from professional work to the work of the Commis-
sion in Delhi. Much more painful was the thought
of having to relinquish the Editorship of Freedom
First in order to make time for my new public duties.
In January 1972, I had taken on the task of edit-
ing this little journal from Mr. V. B. Karnik, I had
in my article in that issue observed:
“The freedom of the Press in India is in peril.
Whether through legislation or by the mere
threat of legislation, there is grave danger of
the larger and better organised newspapers
being made to conform more and more and the
voice of dissent being stilled in so far as they
are concerned. It may well be that in the next
few years it will be only small ‘rags’ like Freedom
First that will be able to keep the torch burning”.
It was in June 1975 that the challenge actually
materialised. I wrote in my Letter to Readers on
July 23, 1975, explaining to them why we had to
suspend publication until the Courts of Law gave
us justice and protection:
“Since we are sure that you would not approve
of Freedom First, in keeping with its liberal
values and principles, submitting to pre-censor-
ship of this nature, we have, with the approval
of the Executive Board of the Democratic Re-
search Service, decided to suspend publication
and to bear the resultant inconvenience and
hardship till the final decision of the Courts. We
are sure we have your warm sympathy and
support in the stand we have taken for the free-
dom of thought and exoression for which our
journal has always stood”.

As is now well known, we in Freedom First have
a record of resistance to arbitrary censorship of which

we may well be proud. When the bulk of the na-
tional dailies buckled under, with the exception only
of the Statesman and the Indian Express, it was
little ‘rags’ like ours and Mr. Gorwala’s Opinion that
kept the flag flying. Our faith in the Rule of Law
and Judiciary was vindicated by the judgement in
our favour of the Division Bench of the Bombay
High Court which enabled us to publish without let
or hindrance from January 1976 till the end of the
Emergency. The story of that case has been told
by Mr. Soli Sorabjee, now Additional Solicitor
General to the Union Government, in his book The
Law of Censorship in India. Freedom First has rea-
son to be grateful to him and Mr. D. H. Nanavati,
our attorney, both of whom saw us through the legal
battle at great financial cost to themselves.
Compared to a year ago, the press in India is
free today and I had the privilege, as your Editor,
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IN THIS ISSUE

Outgoing editor Minoo Masani makes his
bow with a reaffirmation of Freedom First’s
faith in liberal values. '

For a better understanding of the elections
recently held to several State Assemblies, we
bring you expert comments: Louella Lobo Pra-
bhu takes time off from her piano to give us an
idea of what happened and why in Karnataka;
Dr. Y. Sivaji, a member of the State Committee
of the Janata Party in Andhra Pradesh, com-
ments with refreshing candour on why Janata
failed in his State, and Sidney Pinto, already
known to readers of Freedom First, gives his
estimate of the results in Maharashtra.

We carry a piece by Bernard Levin on the
tragic goings-on in Viet-Nam today, and two
book-reviews by K. V. Padmanabhan and Achyut
Patwardhan.
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