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WHEN I recently agreed to respond to the invi-
tation to assume office as Chairman of the 

newly established three-man Minorities Commission, 
I agreed to do so on an honorary basis so as to ensure 
continued freedom of expression on my part. The least 
of the sacrifices involved was the financial one result­
ing from the diversion of some days in the month 
from professional work to the work of the Commis­
sion in Delhi. Much more painful was the thought 
of having to relinquish the Editorship of Freedom 
First in order to make time for my new public duties . 

In January 1972, I had taken on the task of edit­
ing this little journal from Mr. V. B. Karnik. I had 
in my .article in that issue observed: 

''The freedom of the Press in India is in peril. 
Whether through legislation or by the mere 
threat of legislation, there is grave danger of 
the larger and better organised newspapers 
being made to conform more and more and the 
voice of dissent being stilled in so far as they 
are concerned. It may well be that in the next 
few years it will be only small 'rags' like Freedom 
First that will be able to keep the torch burning". 
It was in 'June 1975 that the challenge actually 

materialised. I wrote in my Letter to Readers on 
July 23, 1975, explaining to ·them why we had to 
suspend publication until the Courts of Law gave 
us justice and protection : 

"Since we· are sure that you would not approve 
of Freedom First, in keeping with its liberal 
values and principles, submitting to pre-censor­
ship of this nature, we have, with the approval 
of the Executive Board of the Democratic Re­
search Service, decided to suspend publication 
and to bear the resultant inconvenience and 
hardship till the final decision of the Courts. We 
are sure we have your warm sympathy and 
support in the stand we have taken for the free­
dom of thought and exnression for which our 
journal has always stood". 
As is now well known, we in Freedom First have 

a record of resistance to arbitrary censorship of which 

we may well be proud. When the bulk of the na­
tional dailies buckled under, with the exception only 
of the Statesman and the Indian Express, it was 
little 'rags' like ours and Mr. Gorwala's Opinion that 
kept the flag flying. Our faith in the Rule of Law 
and Judiciary was vindicated by the judgement in 
our favour of the Division Bench of the Bombay 
High Court which enabled us to publish without let 
or hindrance from January 1976 till the end of the 
Emergency. The story of that case has been told 
by Mr. Soli Sorabjee, now Additional Solicitor 
General to the Union Government, in his book The 
Law of Censorship in India. Freedom First has rea­
son to be grateful to him and Mr. D. H. Nanavati, 
our attorney, both of whom saw us through the legal 
battle at great financial cost to themselves. 

Compared to a year ago, the press in India is 
free today and I had the privilege, as your Editor, 

(Conti1iued on page 2) 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Outgoing editor Minoo Masani makes his 
bow with a reaffirmation of Freedom First's 
faith in liberal values. 

For a better understanding of the elections 
recently held to several State Assemblies, we 
bring you expert comments : Louella Lobo Pra­
bhu takes time off from her piano to give us an 
idea of what happened and why in Karnataka; 
Dr. Y. Sivaji, a member of the State Committee 
of the J a nata Party in Andhra Pradesh, com­
ments with refreshing candour on why Janata 
failed in his Srate, and Sidney Pinto, already 
known to readers of Freedom First, gives his 
estimate of the results in Maharashtra. 

We carry a piece by Bernard Levin on the 
tragic goings-on in Viet-Nam today, and two 
book-reviews by K. V. Padmanabhan and Achyut 
Patwardhan. 



FRAI{KLY SPEAKIIYG .. O "
Ministry-Making in Maharashtra

- The days of the SVD are back again. Aya Ranzs
and Ca11-a llnrnrs who hacl a field day irr the Northern
States after the lg67 gener.al elections have entered
N'Iahirrashtra. Ir{inistry-making in the State has just
witnessed the Aya Ram phasel The Gaua Rans can-
not be far behind. Elevtirr Independenti were stash-

"4 3yy, according to Janata qirar.ters, and produc-
ed before the Governoi like l.abbits out oi white
caps by the Congresses. One of them, says a news-
report, was in a positively dazecl condition.

. This technique-of 
. secretirrg the rreople's repre-

sentatives and prodrrcing them minrrtei befori a
crucial event $'as devised drrring elections to Zilla
Parishads 

_ and perfected for alrplication at the
Assembly level in the post lg67 p^eiiod. The practice
of producing bodies before the iovernor as e'vidence
of srrpport,- as if one were counting heads of cattle,
is a deg_rading development and a*negation of indi-
vidrral dignity. It is a sad commentar.-y on the level
of orrr politics.
. . For -the Janata Party it must be a bitter pill -to have been so tantalizinglv near power and'yet sofar. If press reports are t6'be beli6ved. Ianata have
thenrselves to blame. Ir took them three 

-davs 
to calla meeting (understandable for anyone wlio knows

of the constant iockeying that goes on within that

party) and elect their leader. N{eanwhile the two
Congresses had n-ot only elected their respective
leaders but even the leacier of tlreir Front aicl had
staked their claim.
- 4nd yet, there is some justiffcation for the view
held.by.many that as-the sirigle largest party, Janata
slrorrld have be..n callerl to office a.-nd fest its- dura-
bility on tlre f{oor of the Assembly. This would have
been the right thing to do. Btrt []ren, rrnfortunately,
what is right is not alu'a)'s what is realistic. Perhaps
it is just as well for Janata's already bruised repir-
tation. Would they have been able io govern at^all
as ,a minority government dependent on- the CPI(Nf )

and the PWP not to speak of assorted groups and
Independents? Hardly likely. We the6fo.6 f.,lty.
endorse the editorial comment in the Indian Erpress
of lr'Iarch 8 which observed inter alia: "With luck.
the Janata leadership will learn the right lessons
from the Maharashtra experience and not permit
hunger for bffice to overcome other considerations.
If not, whatever distinction remains between it and
either of the Congress parties will disappear."' Maharashtra's Governor Sadiq AIi deserves full
marks for doing the right thing - in the circum-
stances '- and not following precedents set by Gov-
ernors in the days of the Congress Rai.

At the time of writing the Congress Front has
got off to a rather inauspicious start with the leaders
of the two Congress paities in the State airing their
differences publicly. And predictably, the divergenoe
of views centres on Mrs. Gandhi's role in the State's

ictably, the divergenoa
thi's role in the State'sof views ceitres on Mrs. Gandhi's iole in the State's

politics. Chief Minister Vasantrao Patil's diplomatic
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to present the Declaration on Press Freedom at the
Conference organised by the Internationtrl press
Institute and the Friedricb Naumann Stiftlrng in
Delhi in November 1977.

That does not mean that the threat to the free-
dom of the -Press is permanently removed. What we
have secured is a reprieve. The inadcquacies of the
present regime in Delhi have already re.-srrlted rl con-
siderable disillusionment and disippointment and
the wave of hope of March 1977 hil receded con-
siderably. The renrlts of recent elections to certain
State Assemblies show that a backlash is develonine.
A reversion to an authoritarian regime in courie 5f
time cannot therefore_be ruled ou[. The challenge
still looms ahead, and a joumal like Freedom Fi/st
is as necessary as ever.

I am grateful to mv friends S. \r. Raiu and Geeta
Doctor for reljeving me of the lturden oi editing the
iournal in order to make some tirne for the public
work that I have now undertaken. I am also grate-
ful to Mr. V. B. Karnik, our former editor, for igree-
ing to lighten their btrrderr. I am corifident"that
they will keep the flag flying. I would like to share
this conffdence with orrr readers, many of whom are
seattered in remote parts of the country and who
look foru'arcl to its arrival every month not only to
bring them information and comment, but also in-
spiration and courage to keep up their own effort in
the carrse of freedom.

0

disclaimers notwithstanding, it is clear that Mrs.
Gandhi has been conceded a veto in the State's
administration.

How long will the Congress Front government
last? It is anybody's guess. But one thing is for snre.
It will be in office - only so long as Mrs. Gandhi
wants it to. And how long will shgwant the Govern-
ment to last? Only so lo-ng as it tates her to elimi-
nate the Reddy (now Swa"ran Singh)- Congress. For
Vasantrao Patii the price he has piid for cotitinued
tenancy at Varsha might ultimately prove too heavy
a nolitical nrice.' Incideritally, whatever has happened to Yesh-
wantrao Chavan?

The Brrdget Hurts
Even the most ardent srrpporter of the Janata

Prrrty will ffnd it diffictrlt to be enthtrsiastic about
the current Union Budget. The most frightening as-
nect of the entire exercise is the estimated ttncover-
^ed d*fi"it - a whopping Rs. 1,050 crores. Esti'
mates of deftcit have- in tle past proved to be noto-
riously ofi the mark. For instance the last Brrdget
estimated a deficit of 84 erores and ended trp with
Rs. 975 crores. One shtrdclers to think q7ls1 the
actrral cleffcit of the crtrrent Btrdget will turn orrt
to be.
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If a householcler or an enterprise were to plan
for an expenditure ltevoncl his or its income, he
rvould be called irresponsible and go bankrupt.
Governments don't, for people paf in terms of a

higher cost of living'" The incretrse iri excise duties to cover partially
the deficit is a cure worse than the disease. We are
Iikely to be caught in a fresh spiral of inflatior.r.
Whiie the fixed lnco,ne groups cuti be grateftrl that
they have not beelr srrlljected to arr additiorral dose
of direct taxatiott, they 

-certainly 
cannot understand

the increase in the rates of CDS. Not onll' should
the rates not have been increased but CDS itself,
which was envisaged as a short term measure- by $"
nrevions incumbeirt. should have beer.r ended. Inde-
i,d, fo. the middle' cl:rsses (singularly lacking lung
power) there seems to be no escape, whtrtever be
the colour of the Government.

Having said all this, it m-ust be said to the cre-
dit of the Finance lVir-rister that he has given agri-
culture the pride of place. The e-rnphasis on the
development-of rural-infrastructurtrl facilities is a
sterr in the right direction. But, as he rightly points
out, much defends ort its implementation which will
be in the hands of State governments. The innova-
tion in regard to the salJ of ,gold by the Reserve
Bank of India is a welcome decision. Quite apart
from righting an injustice to goldsmiths, this metal
ivill onc-e agiin resttme its role as the small man's
or woman's savings bank, immune to fuctuations in
the value of the rupee.

Let's hope for the sake of the country that the
Finance Minlister is iustiffed, when he trusts the
large foreign exchar.rge reserv-es and the good agri-
cuftural sitiration to restrict the rise in prices. But
much depends on Goverttment's ability to resist the
temptation to seek the aid of the ctlrrency press in
Nasik.

Sikkim
A statement that should have been welcomed

for its refreshing frankness was on the contra-ry
greeted with uproariotts sceues and ir walkout in the
Fajva Sabha. Wc irre harclll' strrprisc'cl. Sllerrkirrg the
tru{h is not exirctly fashionable iu ottr country's lloli-
tics. When N{ortrrii Desai told a Neu: York Time.s
correspondent thrrt the mantrer in which the little
State bf Sikkim rvas mergecl with India some years
back was not "desirable", he was merely sghoing
lvhat many in the country felt at that time to be
both "undesirable" and politically unwise.

That CPI metnber Bhtrpesh Gtrtrta led the howl
is even less surprisitrq con.siclering the fact that for
his mentors this is an ircceltte<l way of dealing with
srnall States a lu Estonia, Lrrtvia and Lithuaniir to
name a few.

Whether l\Ir. Desni trsed the rvorcl "tlnnexa-
tion" (he denies it) is not verv relevant rror rvas it
suggested that the stutrts quo ante be restored.
lVhat is very pertinent is thirt l!lr. Desai'.s staternent
rvill go a long rvilv irr reassttring tlre governmerrts of
Bhutarr and Nepal tlrat India hrrs no imperinlist
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desigrrs. TIre rnarruer irr rvhiclr Sikkirn was merged
u'ith India almost drove these two Himalayan king-
doms into the wtriting arms of the Chinese.

Standing his ground on the foor of Parliament,
N{r. Nlorarji Desai aflirrned: "I think I am within
rny rights if I express rny viervs otr the manner in
which the merger wlrs effected ... I have always
believecl thirt erveu desiralllc ol'rjt'c'tives slroukl not
be trcconrplished iu ir rnanlrer which 'ivr-ruld arorlse
ueedless cfiticisrn and suspicion."

Thougl-r spoken like a Gandhian, the inhibitions
of offfce lid [Ir. Des:ri to state that the people of
Sikkim hird favoured the merger.

A blatant lie said, K. C. Pradhan, a Janata MLA
in ir statement from Gangotak. He described as "pure
farce" the "so callecl" special poll held on April 14,
1975 to ascertain the wishes of the people of Sikkim'
Ir{r. Pradhan accused the then Government of India
of redtrcing the'majority of the Sikkimese "to abiect
submissiorr* by the 

'naked 
use of force and political

cleamery".

Campaign Sidelights
\/oters who survived the blitzkrieg of campaign-

ing in Bombay may take some consolatio-n tha-t by
alf modern electioneering standards they have
arlived.

Rival candidates launched a paper war with
posters, pennants and personalized appeals through
ihe post that outdid the_last with attempts at woo-
ing ihe voter. One carrdidate sent little P{fcels of
leiflets stickers and badges in neat cellophane
wrappings, another had the information pr-inted on
expeusiui pale cream card paper like er weddlng in-
vit^ation. Oinly the lesser aird perhaps more honest
candidtrtes did not go ir-r for srich gimmicks'

The verbal aisaults were more difficult to
iqnore. Orte candidirte in Colaba thought nothing of
rigging a loudspeaker with the recording of a lion's
sr"n;l'ithe lion^being his symbol) and roaring down
lhe streets at all odd hours with bilingual bursts of
advice to the people to vote for him. They didn't'
Perhrrps they feit tfrat he wirs aclverti.sir.rg.a circus act'

ftire strrrrclrrrd proceclrrre \\'ils for- jeeps to 89
aroutrd with lotrdspe-akers blrrring the virtues of
their reslrective cirndidates. Sometimes these per-
sons stoo-d in the jeeps blowirrg kisses or waving to
the air at lerrge. A[ night Hindi movies-were shown
to keep the coustituertcy alert rrnd irwake.

In spite of this w'e haveu't quite reached the
staqe wh'en politicians doft their clothes and wade
i,i-"tt. s.a iii the Kerrnedy tradition, ot zig-zag
through crowds "lrressing 

- 
tlre flesh" - 

a Ia Lyndon
Iohnson. Orrr uoliticiarls Are still too shy or too well
'iecl t,, stand exposttre itr swirnl'nirrg -tiunks. As for
mixing with the ^*,,.t"t (qrerislr tlre ltolluted thotrght)
r',.,,'," 7f them rvorrlcl risk^ reachir-rg ritrt to them with
iurvthirrq hrrt rvords. ltrefelirhlv from, the safety of
a nrrblicj ulatlorrn. or better still, a five star hotel'
Btit for. tlre fact ilrat they c:itttrrot clo without the
suplrort oI the rnilsses' niost of thern u'otrld stitlrtl

(Continued on Ttuge 4)
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ELBCTIONS TO STATE ASSEMBLTES
ln Feltruurg tlte f it:e Stutes of Assunt, Illeglruluyu, )[riluruslftru, Kurtu6uku, Antllvu Pr,deslt und tlrc

Uttiott 'Ierritoru of Arrrnucltul Prutlcslt Lcc,tt to the polls to elect tlrcir representutices.
Freedon First curries tlt_e follorcing url_i1'lu:s lry tlrree ex.perience(l people front tlte Stutes

inaolccd u1rulysirrg tlrc terdict of tlrc electorate in theb .Strites. We l6pe to currg'utt'unal1sis of the clec-
tiorts itt tlte Nortfueast in our next issue. Ed,

Karnataha-An Indira-Us Vietory
Louella Lobo Prabhu

and other contesttrnts. though it rnay also be argued
that ii tlre Reclcly Congre-s rvcre rrot in the Fc'ld.
its 97 shrrre rniry' have been acldecl not to the Janattr,
t'ut the Congress(Il totrrl. Horvever, the disparity
betrveen 1hs vote-seat pirttern strggests that the con-
tinrring proliferation of splinter groups is an unfor-
trrnrrte clevelopment rvhich frtrstiirtes the electoral
s'ill of tlre people, and that the orre-mhn-one-vote
s1'stem accentrrates strch distort<)ns, in a polity which
is rr rntrlti--Pirrtv and not ir trvo-Party system. If the
]anata Pitrtf is generallv c<lnternplirting electoral re-
form, it shotrld verl' seriousll' crlnsider-Mr. Masani's
repeated plea for proportion:rl representation, which
is better equipped, to refect a legislativQ pattern
more in consonance rvith the people's wishes.

Indira-Urs Charisma

While these are general, and essentially mecha-
nical f:rctors rvhich shirped the restrlt, (and would
therefore be comtnon to other States as well) there

FRANKLY SPEAKING...... (Continued from puge 3)
Coriolauus, before the Ron'lnn rnultitudes ancl cl:rme?" w'hich irccording to hirn never failed to earn

him several pennies.

The finrrl scoles of elections to tlie Kirrrrirtakir
Assenrbll' assign 149 scats to the hdila Corlgress,
59 to Janata Partl', 3 to the Recldy' Congress, 3 to
the C.P.I., 5 to the \llhtrrirshtrtr Ekikarirr.r Samiti,
I to tlre R.P.I., and 4 to Independants. (See table
for detrriled District-Wise figtrres;. No less than
1,28,40,696 people or 71.8i1 of the electorate, cast
their votes in one of the highest poll turn-otrts ever
rvitr.ressecl in the State, (this, despite tlre absence of
big policy issues). Of the votes cast, 3,30,260 or 2.59i,
rvere invalid. Ir'{ore surprising is the analysis of seats
gained by the contesting parties, xis-u-uis theil rela-
tive share of tlre popular vote. The Congress(I) poll-
ed itrst 43% of the poprrlar vote but lras 149 orrt of
224 seats, very nearly a tu'o-thirds majority. The
Janata Prrrty', with 37,9'-','^ of the vote secttred a dis-
1>roportionatell' small haul of 59 seats onll'. It is
nosiible the difference of 5.I% mav be accounted for
iiv- th" SfZ iiphnnecl ofi b.v the Reddy Congress,
and the 97 taken by Independants, C.P.I., R.P.I.,

like
say:

"You common cry of curs! whose bretrth I hate
As reek o' the rotteu fens, whose loves I prize
As the deacl carc:rsses of unburied men
That do cornrpt the air - I banish 1'otr."

Orrr politicirllrs are rnore clever, thev rvirit till
they irre ilectecl to slrow their contc'rntrt itrrcl birrrish
all thought of their electorate from their rnincls.

To Charlie with Love
"To giruge the morals of our family by common-

plrrce starrclalds rvotrlcl be a'- erroneolrs its prrtting ir
thelrn<lrnc,ter irr lroilirrg tt'itter," s'r'ote Cjltirrlit' Chap-
lin in the firr frorn ordirrarv stolv of his life. The
tritrnp s'ho rvalked into a n'rilliorr lre:rrts, rnakirrg
several millions in thc process u'irs born in :r .slunr
in Lorrrlon. Befrlre he rvas ten he lracl seerr his mo-
ther, a dairrty rnrrsical hitll clrrrrcer, go rnacl, due to
lack of food, arrcl his firtlrer r vrrucleville artist, clie
of drirrk. His first srrccessful irct probably' began
after his Firthc'r's furtt'ral rvhen he u,alkecl itroincl
the l'ashi<lnable snlrlns arrd 

'tea 
horrses u'ith a lllrrck

band on his arm arrd little bunches of fowers, say-
ing in a suitably torrchirrg manner, "Flowers, )\Iir-

1

With the report of his body being dug out from
his grave it u'ould seem that in death too he hus
escaped the fate of ordinary mortrrls. Though it
rvould be harcl to irnagirre rrny varrdals roamirrg
arourrd the rltriet villrrge of Corsier-sur-Vevey, where
he chose to spend the last dccades of his life.

It u':rs an enchanted spot overlooking Lake Le-
man rvhose calm, snow fed waters have attracted a
number of poets and rvriters, from B1'ron and Slrel-
ley to George Eliot and Nabokor,, as well as diplo-
mats ar.rd politiciarrs to the internntionally self -irnportant city of Geneva. Close by to where Chap-
lin lived, tlrere s'its a vallev of rrarcissrrs that bloom-
ecl orrc'e it ) (.irr. Tlrc s'liolt, hillsiclc 11,,s5 sovet'ed
rvitlr tlre dc'licatc. trrrrnpets of pale vellow and golcl
lrlrrqirr{ orr their tcrrcler greerr stalks. On that <i:t1',
llrnost as thorrgh iu restlorrse to their call, people
cattte in hrrndreds to llick tlre ltloss<lm. Small child-
ren iu strau' lrirts, teenageers on bicvcles and olcl
corrples rvith llaskets, came to collcct the loot which
they worrld carry irway f.ree. C)n tlreir way, laden
rvith blooms, sornebody worrld irrevitirbly stop ancl
say. "Thlt's (llrarlie Clraplin's horrse! That's rvhere
he lives!" The tramp had made him a legend in
his lifetime.
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werc othel' firctols at tt'ork, u'hich also accouttted
for the final trrlly u'hich emergecl. Irr assc'ssing the
hrclira Congress stlccess, tlrere is ntl dotrltt, tltlt the
Inclilir-Urs combitrirtion still exerts a porvelful cha-
risnrrr, at le:tst over the rttral voter, rvhr.l seems to-
tally indifferer-lt to tlte revelrrtions ol' the Shah ancl
Glover Cornr.nissioris^. if at all lre is arvare of them.
hr lrnl' case, there sererns to lle u'iclcsprc'irtl itrrcl cy'ni-
crrl ercceptiuice of the fact that itll llorver corrupts,
ancl there is little 111 qhoose bet*'een the Indira-
Sirnjir-v, r'rncl Nforarji-Kanti, rrxis. Indeecl, even amoug
people u'ho irre awiue of her rnalry' crimes, there
is irlrnost a sneaking sympatlrl, for her 11q14', lvitlt
the dail1, biurirge of the pt'6ptr{arrcln r-i..r, rtud per-
hirps even admirirtion for her resilience in a situa-
tion wltich rvould have drivel others into hiding.
Aplrirrentlr', though hrclirrr ancl Urs l:rck everytl.ring
else, they' clo r-rot lack gtrts ancl deffance in unfavorr-
rable cir:cumstances, rvhich lrrrs - trndeservedlv rro
doubt - served to keep tbeir charisma alive.

Horyeyer, apart frorn thtrt over-u'ork,ecl tvorcl,
"charisrna", the Devaraj Urs government hircl other
things going for it. Though the cases against him
suggest that he was not rurfavorrrable to individrral
lich rnen arld industrialists, l\'Ir. Urs h:rs assiduously
cultivirted the rveaker sections who firnrlv believL
he is their protector not realising that in'the long
term the whole poptrlatiou pa1's in falling produc-
tion and general improverishment for the favorrrs
done to certain sectior.rs only. He sponsored the
Havanur Report vvhich has clirssifiecl lalge numbers
of people as Backrvard on the basis of caste (which
the Courts htrve nrled t<l be an inappropri:.rte metl.rocl
of classiffcation). Nevertheless, this can be challeng-
c.cl by privirte rrrrrties orrlv in s1.lc'ciffc cases of reser-
vation for educirtion or em;rlovment and mean-
while, has enabled the Chief Minister to distribute
patror.rage in the forrn of hostel rrccommodtrtion iurcl
generous grants for free education upto college
level, as his parting gift before his disrnissal from
office. His Land Reform legislation, more extreme
tlrarr tlrat of Kerirlir. lncl c'itstiqirtctl cvot lrv a CIrit'lt
Jtrstice as rrnn'rlrkirblc, has also sirarkecl oll rr clrrss
lvar in the villrrges, ralrgirrg firntlv on his sicle tertrtttts
ivho do not hirve to pa1' rent now iutd iu'e colrfi-
dent that iro goverrtment clesirirrg their votes iIr
frrture, will proceecl to collect the multiples of rent
rvhich have been ffxed as arr (illusoryT sum of com-
t)ensation, In districts like South Kanata, this prov-
6d to be a solid bank of votes for N{r. Urs.

fanata's mistakes

C<lmirrg to tlre Jirrrata Partr', there is lr9 d111ltt
that it does command a follos'ing, perliaps evell a
firnntit'irl follrrrvirrg illll(lltd <'<lrrt'ltt1r1 :rntl tr'lrlrttis.rl
people (it is significant that its prirrcipal areas of
sr.rccess were in metropolitirn cities ancl torvrrs). There
are onlv a feu' among them rvho arc alive to its

Lreedom First

perpetuatiorr of Inclirrr's techrriqtres, tlre toppliug of
the Urs l\Iinistrl, trvo days belirre the Assembll, rvas
strpposecl to n.reet; the tinriug of the Grover Corn-
mission's appointment; the unirl)rrshed aclrnission clf
defectors, evc'n well after the election date was
anlx)unced. Ily' ancl lirrge, horvever, it rniglrt have
lost not so mrrch becarrse of its o\vrr Ltpses in poli-
tical moralit,v (thorrgh lrt,r'e too, it is signific1l11 thirt
the electorate generirlly trounced nearly rrll Congress
clefectors stnuding on a lanata ticket) but on gtrt
issues. Perhaps in this State, mole thirn in :ruy other,
prohibitior-r is ir very touchl'' subject, irs a very large
clarss enrns its living by todd1, tapping, :rnd was
naturirlly resentful that the rvhinrs of one mtrn slrorrld
jeop:rrdise their entire livelihood. Similrrrly, the fear
of a b:rn on cow slaughter rnust have alienirted mzrny
I\.Iuslims who were begirrning to turn in the direc-
tion of tlre Jantrta Pirrtv drrling the Lok Sabha Poll,
but have obviousll' swuns back to the Indira Cong-
ress again. It i.s not for rrothing, that some of the
largest margirls in favour of the Indirir Congress
\qere in predorninirntly trIuslirn c,onstituencies like
that of Ullal. Moreover, trlmost ever\/orle of the mrrny
Centrirl ltrminaries who cirrne in lrordes to address
ptrblic meetings, m:rnaged to :.rnrttirgonise sonre sec-
tions of the electorate! Jagjivan Rarn, by er diatribe
against Brahmins, Ch:rran Singh ard Raj Nirrain, by
reviving Southern fears of Hindi supremrrcy througlr
a refusal to address audiences in any otlrer lallguage.
All of them could offer nothing more tl.r:rn variations
on the Indira theme, rvhich unwittingly' suggested
tlrat she was mighty yet, and thrrt in their obsession
with the past. they had no clear direction fbr the
future.

The Reddl' Congress wtls a preclictable loser,
but no one expected it would fttre quite so disast-
rously as it diil, rvith irhnosi all candidrrtes, includ-
ing sittins meml)ers in the last Assenrbll', virttrally
losing their deposits. Of corrrse the Party lacked
rnondv, caclres, 

-arrd 
charisma. The five sc-'ats picked

up by the \Irrharashtrt'r Ekikariur Siuniti were due
trj ir Iocal issue - the borclel disltrrte rvith \firha-
rashtrit. Exccpt for the fortr hrclcpetrclrtrtts rt'lto lt'otr,
all others rvere lviped ortt, sttggesting that the In-
depenclirnt toclrrf is gradrralh' being sqrreeze<l ottt
of politics.

tsy and large it was ir clean electir)n, unlike the
Lok Sallha poll of 1977, which wirs the rnost corrupt
poll evel seen. None of the Parties seemed to have
rnonev to sperrcl, and except in ke1' constitttencies
likc Hunsrrr, electioneering u,as vcrv los' keyecl. It
is nrm<ltrred that Indila Crlrrgress candidate.s sperrt
heavill' only in tlre last three days prececlirrg tlre
poll, brrt whethcr thcsc are rurlours or facts tnust
be eluciclated bv thc, Court.s in nnv election peti-
tions ri'hiclr rirr\ rrrisr'. Orrc'rrotirlllt'girirr rvas tlrt'
absencc. or rrt least thc' substarrtial itdrrction, of
illegal transport for tlre convevAnce of voters. This
s'as largell' clrre to lr one-n1ilr cirmpiligrr s'aged b1'



Frecdont Fir''t

Mr. Lobo Prabhrr wlto carried olr ir lor)g correspon-
dence rvitlr the Election Commissioner on this strb-
iect, resulting in the issrre of instructiorrs to seize
ollendirrg vehicles on the spot.

Lcssons for |anata

It is a pitv that the Janata Partv furecl so budly
irr -Kirrrrataka, as it had staked its prestige rtu doing
rvell irr this trrrditionally pro-Congress State. It sltar
ed no ,eficlrt in terms of attentions by visiting leirilers
(evc'n thorrgh these ploved to be corrrrterpro-ductil'el.
Tlre c.xperience will not be rvasted if it }eirrns the
clcar lessorrs of defent: that the electorate does rrot
approve of irn open-door welcome to defectors; that
it does not relish livelihood or personrrl tastes in
living sacrificed to the whims of one mau horvever
highly placed he may be; that it neecls to give less
prioritl' to tlre jeh:rd agirinst Indira, and more to
its own plans for the future; above all, it needs to
introduce electoral reform, making voting manda-
tory (for the 29f1. rvho stayed away could materially
have changed the result of the elections); giving
legislative sanction to the newly introduc.ed J*ecri
tive orders on the use of illegal transport, and above
all, re-thinking the one-man-one vote system, which
should be replaced by one, more correctly refecting
the electoral prefererrces of the people.
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Y. Sivaji
victory" for the Congress(I), thorrgh it was "a well
deserved defeat" for the Janata Party.

During the Lok Sabha Poll of March, 1977, the
Janata and CPI(M) combine secured 38% of the
votes pollecl. This time, it has dropped to \LSfo.
In the Lok Sabha poll, the educated, the traders, the
professionals and other allied sections of society
strtrggled lrard for the Janntn Partl'. They took the
electirurs as a challenge to overthrow a dictatorial
regime and for the restoration of democrirtic values.
But after the Lok Sabha elections, when all and
sundry rvere admitted into the Janata Party these
sections of society became rrpathetic. They did not
take pains even to cast their votes as they felt that
tlris il<'c'tion \\:as orrlv lrr infight.rmong the three
Congresscs viz., the Indira Congress, the Redcly
Congress and the Chandrasekhirr Congress. Induc'
ti<lrr o[: s<lrne of the rnost rrotorious characters of the
emergency period iuto the Janata Party tarnished
the image of the part to a large extent.

However, ahnost rrll of them were totally re-
jected bv the electorate. Amotrg 50 sitting M.L.A.'s
who contested as Janata candidates, only 12 were
successful. All had crossed the floot from Congress
to Janata very recently. Among the defeated were

Andhra-Why Janata Failed

Indira Gandhi's victory in the recent assemblv
electiorts in Andhra Pradesh represents the twilight
of ftrscism in the land, the last flicker of a dying
dame. But, yet jt should not be forgotten that even
a dying fame has the capacity to burn down a horrse.

In the elections'last month, the Congress(I) con-
tested 290 of the 294 seats and won in 175 securing
39il, ol'the wrtes polled. The official Congress contest-
ed 267 seats and rvon 30 polling 17%. The Janata Par-
ty contested 269 seats and won 60 with a 29% share
of the popular vote. The CPI(N{) and the CPI had
electoral alliances with the fanata Party and the offi-
cial Congress respectively. They bagged 2.74m and
2.329(, of the votes polled, contesting 22 and 32 seats
eirch. Of the 669 inclependent cancliclates in the
fral', onl1, 15 u'ere successful. The Independents
between them accourrted for less than 102 of the
total votes polled.

If the Janatir Party had behaved irr a rnore l'es-
uonsible mallner, the results could well have l>een
diflererrt. The apathy of the literates, tlre lack of
orgunis:rtirlnal network coupled with irrterurl rival-
ry-within the Jirnata Party; the split in the Congress
and tlre illusions crcated by N{rs. Gandhi amorrg tlte
working class paved the way for an "ill-desirved

6
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thclse rvho were considerecl politicnl .ltsillzlweights"
like \lessls. R. Dusaratharamrl Recldl', Speaker of the
Assembly J. Chokkarao, N{inisters, Konda Laksh-
rnttn, Smt. Sada Lakshrni ancl the like. NIr. A. \zen-
kata Reddy rvho resignecl from the Cabinet and
joined Jarrata during the last rveek of Jarruirry wtrs
defeirtecl by a rnrrrgirr of 32,000 votes.

The Jantrta Party' lacked evell rl skelettrl orga-
uisatirnrrl net-work. The Sti-rte Comrnittee corrld not
be reorganised till September last. Later they took
trnother couple of months to irppoint district com-
mittees. The erstrvhile ]anasanghites resigned in
fofo stating that they had beerr ignored. Even in
respect of the cycloue ancl tidal wave relief rvork,
the Jauata Party failed to rise to the occasion. The
election committee of the State Janata Party which
was supposed to be made up of 9 members, was
gradually extended like Hanuman's tail to 27. This
committee failed to take auy decisions and trltimately
the central party arbitrarily selected the candida-
tes without knowing the geography of tlie State.
Thus a person from Guntur wAs fielded as a cerndi-
d:rte 60 miles away in Vinukonda whele he could
get or-rly 3000 votes. The Party failed to publicise
its rnanifesto nor could it arrange the tour of cen-
trrrl leaders systematically. For instance some leader
or othe.r from Delhi invited to campaign could be
found idle due to lack of planning by the State office.
Wall posters in English and Urdu were sent to the
candidates in Telugu speaking and rural areas iust
one week prior to the data of poll !

The nationtrl leaders of the Janatir concentrttt-
ed in exposing the misdeeds of N{rs. Gandhi ancl
her cauctis instead of highlighting the positive as-
pects of the one-year rule of the Jaruta Governmetrt.

Freedom Fiist

This was irr,elevant, as the pc.ople of Andhra voted
fol the Congress even wherr tlte bnttle lvas fought
in 1977 on the plank of dictatorship versus demo-
cracy'. The Central Janatir lenders' viervs on Hindi
rver,e exploited by the C<lngress(I) rrncl N,Irs. Gandhi
succeeded in paiutiug :r picture of the Janata trs a
palty that represented. Hindi chiruvinists. Their
propagantla that N'frs. Garrclhi \\'irs ir \{'onliilr lroorn-
ranged against the Jantrta Pirrty as it achieved tlre
opposite result of producing syrnpathy of the
rvorking class ar.rd won-renfolk. Even though N{r.
Vengalarao as Chief N{inister did ir considerable job
in alotting 5 lakhs of acres of agricultural land and
4500 rrcr:ei of house sites to 7.14 lakhs schedulecl
cirstes families, all his achievemeuts were claim-
ed by NIrs. Gandhi to be hers by 1:ropagating that
it wirs only done trt her itrsttttrce.

The official Congress could not divide the vote
of the rvorking class though they divided the mid-
dle class vote rvhich was the mainstay of the Jana-
trr Pnrty as wils proved in the last Lok Sabha elec-
tions. This can be explained by the fact that in
all the 39 constituencies where the Janata Party was
defeated by a marrgin of less than 3000 votes, the
official Congress secured more than 10,000 votes.
There is a basic difference betwe,en the middle class
in Northern India and those in Arrdhra. In the north,
the middle class has senerallv identified itself with
the lower classes in fheir Iiving style, in dress,-in
lbod hrrbits, in monetary transictions rrnd the like.
They do not difier from their poorer counterpirrts in
iuly wa)/ except in the possession of a few hectares of
laid registered on theiinames. Hence the middle class

(Continued on puge 14)

Maharashtra-A Non-Election
S. A. A. Pinto

Ilotrsed neither by the resentment agairrst h.r-

dira Gtrndhi's Emelgency rvhich swept the nortli-
ern half of India, nor by the fe:rr of imposition of
Hindi, as in the case of the sotrth, N'Iaharashtrrr has
firllen betwixt and betu'een.

The Janata party becarne the largest single pal-
ty but wirs far short of a maiority. Not even the
two Congresses together could by themselves claim
the majoiitl, of seats in the legislatute. The votirrg
pattern dicl not seern t<l prove rrnythiug in particu-
lar :

Cornpared to the Lok Sabhtr poll, the combined
v<rte declirred by a.5591. To suggest that if the Cong-
ress had not split it could have gained bigger sup-
port would be superficial: many may not have voted
fol the Corrgress if Mrs. Gandhi was in it, in which
ctrse their votes coulcl well have gorre to the Janata
PartY.It is irnpossible to .,tl,lgl,gstinrate the psyclrolo-
gical efiect of a symbol or.r ilnv voter, especially the
illiterate voters lvho f<llm the, vast rnajority. Lt that
sense, N{rs. Gandlii must certirinly have benefitetl
frorn lleing dissociatecl frorn the cow ancl calf s1'm-
bol which had been so discreditecl throughout north-
ern India anrl even in N{aharzrshtrn cluring the Lok
Sallha elections. One catrrurt be categtlrical ab<lrrt
tlre clccline in popularit;' of thc Janat:r partl' eithcr;
s'itlrorrt comparing the perceutage of votes receive(l

Jarrata
Congress
Congress(I7
C)thers

Percentage of Seats
votes cast

27.22 gti
24.51 69
L7.84 62
30.43 59



rvitlr tlrc t<ltrr'l rttrurlrr'r cirst rlrtd the ttltirl scilts coll-
tcstecl l>r.tlrr: ltaltv irr tlris Stittt'irrrd tlrc I-ok Salthir
e Icctions.

'l'ht' Iarrrrta prlrty, 1r1;1,' rtlso tlcclirred, 111 5.'1 llcr
t t,rit. \ loleovt'r, thc; Jirrriitir paltl' hacl ctlrrtclstccl 75
pt'r' t errt ol' tlte serts cott-tl.laretl to 60 per. c'('llt rlt
ilrc L,,k Sllrlrrr poll. Tht' lrtlnefit' ol irll tlris ltits qortt'
nrair rlv to thc inclepertdents.

Srtpltort for tht' ltrtltit's u'its Lt'giotr-uist': \-itiar'-
lllr,r [oitht' Corrgrt'ss i[);'\\-cstt'rrt tr[ithrrrrtslrtrir lor the
Oorrgrt'ss; llornlritr, Prtttc rtttcl tlit' other ttt'llittl ltreas
llt'irrg [or tlre.fitrrrrta. For exrtrnple, il itrrr'orle ol
tlrt. irnjrtr prrlties hacl lucl the sanre ntrlllller of vrltes
splt'rrtl'irr ir rrrrifrtrttr lavcr tlvel tlte u'lrrllc state tllt'

"lr,,,,g" 
irr the corifigttrittirttt o{ scitts rr'oLrltl ltitvc lleen

k,rlc'riios.opic'. Sricfi is tltc c'allricit)llsrl('ss of the
<'lectrlral svstt'tn.

It is rrot sirnpIr'that ltolicics or isstrt'.s clicl rtot
u't'igh lvith voteli alttne; it is llso thrrt the distinc-
tiori- betrveen part) ancl pirltl' Itacl llecorllc lllrtrrecl
ll1' sht't'r oppoittrrrisrn. 'flicle ne\rel' \\'il.s lnl' cliffe-
,',,',.* ,i,,r' iriav llet*'cen thc tlv,o Congrtlsses'except
11116' r)f persorralities, ltttt et'elt the J:urtrta plrtl' rv,as

like the^ rnirrt s'ho, itt trf ir"rg to iiccomnroclttc tlre
crrnrt:l in his tent h:rcl finally til vilcarte the terrt leirr'-
ing the camel inside,

'[he're *'t're 74 defectrtrs lrorr-r thc Cotrgrc-ss cott-
tcstirrs orr tlrt' Iitrtatlr tlarty tickct' Sonre oI tlrern lrad
dcfcc'ierl onlr' 'davs Itefore tlrey receivecl the ticket'
,\ clroice ro,liich :ittractecl considerable itttention u'as
that of \lr. B. A. Desni for the Nlalabnr Hill consti-
ttrenct irr IJorrtbirr'. Throrrghotrt the Enrergerrc;' ItIr'
l).:s,ri lrad lleerr a <lcvotrt votary of its "G1litts". it
greirt adr.r.riter tlf \lrs. G & Stln ancl hircl hshecl otrt
rrgrrirrst IP.

Narirvirn Tarvcle, a rneml)er of the Excctrtive
Cornnrittc'e for \laharaslrtra and the Geueral Secre-
tarv o| tlrc lJonrbar, trnit of the J:rnata paltl', rvho
Jrirrl llecrr figlitirrg :r lo.sing battle llrrm ins-iclc l.qairrst
tttirlplactic,cs irr the pitrt)', especialll, its errticeurc,lt
oI rk'fcc.tor'.s, clrose .\lll:rbar Ilill to corrtest :rs arr
indr'1lr,rrclent. The leaclers of the ltartv rvho, for the
leason that Desai u'as elected with a mammoth ma-
joritl', miglrt bc irrclinecl to ignore tl.re sy'rnpathy
Tau'clc drc.n. Irorr.r nrarrl' u'ell wisher.s ()f the farr:rta
prtrtv inclrrclirrq stirlrvarts Iike Ir'[r.-. I)rrrga IJhagu'at.
s'ill tlo so irt tlreir r,rlrr pt'r'il. Tlrc fact is tlrat Ittost ol
tlrc 7-l clefe'ctors s'lro fought orr tlte Januta partv
tickct lost tlic clcction. Tawde lracl mtrcle his point

r\lthorrgh tht' lcast dccisive of tlre State c,lec-
tiorrs. thc'irltl'rrnutlr irr \lalrarirshtla u'ill pror,c tlrc
ttrost cttrcial for tlrc frttrrrc' ol the llavurr (Ilcddi ltlrrs(lhavarr) Congrcss. Gainilg o{ficc u'ith thc Con-
qress(I) corrlcl irrclcecl clcstrol.' rnurrv ol'it.s ccntral
It,ir<lc.r'slri1l. Iior tlrt' cotrrrtry, il' tlrc, J:rultu paltr',
u'hilst tlre lirrgr:st .sirrglc party irr Nlaharashtla clocs
rr<lt bcrrefit fronr tlrc cathlrsis of beirrg orrt of o{ffct',
u'c shorrld start rvorrf ing again; if the IIAND is
here, cor.rld the h:rndctrffs be far behind.

A CHAR'N FOR THE
CHARNfiER
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INSIDB YIETI\AM TODAY
Bernard

"lt is better ftlr sotrtcrlrrc trving to irtt'sct't'e in-
lact his adrniratiorr for a revrlltttio;t Irot ttl knttrr, its
1'16iin-rs ." Tlnrs spitke leiirr l,ircotrtttre, lrcrlratrs tht'
best of all tl-urse u'hrl rerrortcd tlre Vie'trtartr \tr/irr, rr

r-r-rarr u,hosc' ltonestv irrrr'l olrit,r'tivitv llrrotrqhorrt llrt'
corrflict u'ere trusted b1' both sicles, u'hose cltlnrinattt
collceln $'as for the srrfferitrgs ttf the Yit'ttrllnlese
1:eople, not for trnv iclerilogicirl precortccptions, 1'et
ivhose instinctir.e s1'rnpatlries u't're rvitlt tltose rllttr
oDl)osed -{melican irrienrenti<lrr iut<l s,atttetl it to
f,ii[. And tlrose rvot'cls of his are bitter]r' r'elevitlrt
toclal , ils lnore atrcl tnrlre infortnrrtirltr filteis tlrrorrgh
the net of silertce irr which the rrnifiecl ctlmtnttttist
sterte of \/ietnam is enwrapped. It iornes as lro stlr-
nrise to me to lealn that the rulers tlf thc tterv \iiet-
i-r,,* o." engaged on the extit.tction of liurnan rights
throrrghout the cotrrrtry, that they' have killecl rnan)'
of their opp<lnents and irnqrrisorted ll't:urv tnore, thirt
tlrose \,'ietna[lese who opposecl Atnericatr iutet'r'en-
tion irncl the Govenrrnents of Thieu ancl Kv in the
Sii,,tt , llut in the nittne of freedom aucl lreacc' rtrther
than commuuism, are ilnlotlg those rvho are llo\\'
being rnost relerrtlessll' persecr.rtecl bv the l'ictors-
thatihe destructiorr of'the^Btrddhist Clrtrrch llrr>ceecls
relentlessl,v. Nor rrm I surprised that the \rietnam-
ese nrlers-and their actions ale still lteing r:ommencl-
ed in the West trrrd their totalititrian o1'lpressiorr de-
nied rlr even cotrdorrecl.

Fortunately, however, I am also ttot srlrplisecl
th:rt there rrre brave ancl hotrest tnetr tttld womell,
ltarticularl]' in the United States, rvhtl tl1'lDtlseil Anre-
iica's part'in the \/iettram War (sonre of them wetrt
to iiril-f<lr tlteir acts of clc'fiarrcet atrcl clett<.ttttrcctl the
goverrrrnents of the Sotrth, brrt u'lro :rt'e lx)w pro-
Gsting rrt the violation of htrrntu.r rights ort the ttart
of Vietnarn's present rttlers. I have sc'ett l'to rvord of
such lrrotest on the pirrt ()f the Sus:rn Sorttags ancl
Nl:rry'\fcCartlrvs, the David Dc'llirtgcrs rtnd Parrl
Sweez-vs, the joan \'{clr{ichaels or Peggl'- Dr-rfls, the
Ctlrlisi Litrnolits or Flrtht'r's Rc'rligalr: ilrtlet'd. s'ht'rr
an irlllreitl to Yietrranr's cotnttlttttist rtrlc'rs s'irs llttll-
lisheil ^ (af tt'r rnatrv lrtonths of privirte reprc'scrttirti<lrrs)
rrrgin[ thern to lespect htttnirtr rights, ttt pernrit irr-
deperidelrt investigatiorr rtf thc chtlgt's agairrst thenr,
and t,r releirse or prosc'cttte those cletainccl rvitlrorrt
trial, the signatories were :rttackecl itt it cotrtrter-
statement, rvhich Prrt tlre blarrne on the Utritetl Stn-
tes, sl'loke rrirly o{ "solne Saigon c'olloltoratiortists"
who "havr: been cletitirtetl itr reeclttcatiott cetttres" (t't

rvorrclerfrrllv revcllirrg plrrase , rrtcl t:tlttclrrtlt:d tlrat
"Tlre presott g<lvertrtrtertt of \zietrrittn shrlrrlcl lrc
hailed 

-for its tnotlerrttiort irtrtl for its cxtra<lrclirrirrv
el[ort to irchiel'e rt'cottciliittion ilrtloltg irll of its lteo-
pI.".

Befrlre I grl orr to givc cxalnpl<:s rlf the ltlrrtali'
tics arrd opul'r'ssi<lns ol' t]tesc lt;tostles tlf trtrldt't'ittirltt
irnd reconi'iliatiorr I rn'ant to give the nattres of sotnc

Levin

of tlrose Artrt'ricrrrrs rvlro forrght theil orvn Goveln-
nrent fol its pirrt in thc \Tietnrrm rvirr ltrrt wlro be-
lieve tlrat tvrartny is to be dettorurcecl rvlrerever it is
practisecl. The rrppeirl I rnentiorrecl s,irs signecl lrv
rul'loll{r otlrt,r's. Jrlitn l}ucz, llogt'r' l}lltlu itt, l)itrrit I

Ellsbelg, How'rtrcl F:rst, Jiunes Forest (Frlrest, r,r'hcr

spent a ),€rlr in prison for his ilctions '- specificalll',
clestrol.'ing tlraft recolclq - il1 the carrtpaign agairtst
Ar-pericirp ipteryeltigtr, has n6r.t' bc:en srneared as a

CIA agent rrrrd iurother revelliug phrase - i1 "co-
'r'ert arrti-conrmrrrrist"), i\llen Ginslterg artd Richarcl
Nerrhirus.

Frorn the mirteliirl rrssentl)led by those who pre'
pared the appeal, florn the efforts of such men as
Theodore Jaiqrrcnc'1' (it fot'rner State l)epttrtment offi-
cirl in Yictnam rvhu resigned his job in plotest
aglirrst Americarr srUlpol't for President ThiettT arrd
flonr the repolts of reftrget:s, I lrave collectecl a cle-
plessinglv lirrge irnr<ltrnt of el'icletrce tlrat, lls solne
ivorrlcl prrt it, hurnirn rights ure lteirrs violirtecl ott an
enonno:us rlnd svstelniltic scale in \/ietnam or that,
as I would ptrt it rnyself, the rules of a totalitarian
state itre beJravirrg like the rttlers of t t<ltalitarian
state. Tlris, tlterefrlre, is the first of n consectrtive
series of colurnns on the subiect, which I write not
irr the erpectiltion of persuading leo;rards to charlge
theil spofs. or even in the hope _that those rvho
stridenily rnirirrtair.r th:rt the le<lpards are utterly ulr-
spotted rvill fall silent, but in the cause of lvhat

tGood Roads do most to
develop the country and

CONCRETE

.with AEE CEJEN



Freeclom First April, 1978

- Courtesy: The Times (Lonilnn)

Uirnrus callecl "the eterltal reftrgec frorn the camp
of the victor", to wit, iustice.

I begin. tcitlu the testimony. of Nguyen Cong
I-Ioutt, u rccent refugee fron \lietrrunt. Hoan gave
er,idencc bcfore ittt Americitll congressioutrl com-
rnittee, ancl later exprrnclecl on his remarks there irr

a long iutervierv witF Theodore Jtrcqrrellel', publishecl
in tlie ofFcial mtrgazine of the American tlirde trrtiorl
orgrrnizatiorr, the AFLCIO. (Can 1'ou, inciclentalll",
imrrgine our TUC today in its plincipal ptrblicittiolr,
der'itirrg a rluartcr of iis space,- irtcltrdirrg the rvhole
rlf tlre irout-page, to att ilccottrtt of o1:pressitln in a
cornrnur.rist country?)

Horrn is 34 yeitrs old; his record is sucl.r that
his testirnony can certainly be trustecl. For he rvas
not at supporter of the fzrllen letrders in the Sotrth,
rvho rnight be expected to paint a grim picture of
the conquerors' activities; ort the cotltrary, he was a

leading opponent of the Thieu legime, and when
tlie communists finally won he was irppointed as a

rewirrd to the "Pttrlitrmeut" itt Hatloi' But therr dis-
illusion set in, as he saw for himself the oppression
rvhich follorved. As a member of tlte National As'
sembly under the neu' regi.me, Itlr, Hoan Irud the

oplnrtunity to aisit some of tlrc reeducation centres"
$ct up by tlrc uictors in tlrc South for tlrcir oictims.
T/ri,r i,s wlrut he lnd to sug ubout the three lte sa*^:

The prisouers lookecl like skeletons. lVhen
thele were no carnp officials ru'ound, they com-
plained that they never hacl enortgh to eat.
They did hard laboru'. The denth rnte in the
camps was very high . . . The rvorst treatment
in the prison catnps wtls resel'ved for members
of political partie.s rvho opposed the communists,
even if the1, also opposetl Strigorr dictatorships
.. . Nlany prisoners were trlso intellectuals and
plofessionals u'lro h:rcl criticized tlre former re-
girne. The first cletentious, in June 1975, were
for former nrilitary arnd civilian government
ofFcials. Later in 1975 they began taking for-
mer journalists, writers ancl scholars. Those
whom the autltorities felt had anti-communist
beliefs, were sent to the most remote, harsh,est
re-education camps. These were people iailed
for their opinions-- not because tliey had done
anything criminal.
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created a fantastic range of high-
quality Dyes and Pigments exten-
sively used in every industry.
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to enrich the nation, the world.
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WORLD I\EWS
NAPPIES ANYONN?

. . . Women - black or rvhite - Lrre ulLcuAs
going to have this rveilcl tendencl' to get pregniurt
ald have babies atrrd et'en to enjoy ctrring for their
children . . . . .\ll the stnrctures rlre irrrrrngecl for rner.r
to fincl it easl' to rvork irncl be fathers, rrot for u'o-
lnerr t<l s'olk and be rnotlters. Wornen nced change
jn the tirniug of rvork (shift rvork, Ileritimc, art-time.)l
in trainirrg (not just one ltrmp rrt tl.re beginning ancl
then ir clear nur through to tlie gr:rve), perlraps everr
a chrrnge in the asstrmption that because \4,omen
must rvirslr nappies frlr it few vears, thel' mtrst t'rlso
wash eve^'orre else's utrderPlllt#r:;:i,,,,,,".r. 

22.

QUEUING AND \ryAITING

The queue, as much r pelrt of British life as
gardening and afternoo_n tea, is beginning to show
the strain of modern life.

"There's no such thing its a queue at rr bus stop
anymore," sa1's Devra Vl/isemtrn, a yollltg London
commtrter in a bit of undoubtedly justifiecl extrgge-
ration. "Jt's r-low iust a dirty dive to get on," he says.

According to a recent revierv of Prof. Schwartz's
book, "Queuing and Waiting: Studies in the Social
Organisation of Access and Delay," it seems likely
that the strains on fonnal qtreuing around the rvorld
will increase.

Prof. N{ann, rvho demonstrated in an exhaus-
tive study of Australian sports fans that each queue
is an embry'onic social system, has tried trl recon-
cile apparent contrtrdictions iu the British propen-
sity to queue.

Lining up - the principle that service shorrltl
depencl only upor-r the order in which one stakes his
claim - is related to "cultural vnlues of egalit:rrian-
ism and orderliness," he says, but adds that these do
not completely explain the process.

"Consider the English," he said, "n Deople fa-
motrs for their strictly democratic queuing beh^aviour.
It is safe to sa1' tlrat the Errglish hat't, ri rnole rigicl
s<lcial srtrcture and irre rnore class conscious than
Anrericans, ancl yet their public belraviorrr is pro-
bably more orderll'.'

The reason, Prof. Nlann concltrdes is that in
almost irll societies, iucluding Soviet Uniou, wlrere
standing in line is also a way of life, queues flre
usrrally'Tormed by less priviieged g.nulir and are
shrrnned by people wlro c,onsider themselves social-
ly srrperior.

With sc'holat'l)' iutet'est i1 qttetri.g orr the rise,
soneone rnay finally figure out how to keeD Lon-
don's irnd Neq' York's buses from bunc,hing irp and
their pirssengers from getting out of lirre.

Prof. N4nck, however, does rrot holcl orrt mtrch
hope tlrat this rvill lrirpllerr soorr. lIc suvs lrtrscs are
a pecrrlialll"'unstirblc" srrbject ancl that Lorrclrlrr
Transport's iuralysts have alrendl' scratched their

hcacls ''nerrrll' brrlcl" irltotrt it.

-Robert D. Hershey irr tlre Intenrftiord
Ileruld Tribune, Decernber 2, 1977.

AND NOW _ A COMPUTER FOTI THE BLIND
Braille is technicalh' obsolcte, A computer cau

rrorv reirtl aloucl to the ltlincl from ir l>ook or A ne\t's-
piu)er.

Teleser.rsory Sy.sterns, in Crlifonriir, have a ma-
clrine callecl Optac<lrr rvhich scans tlrc
u'ith a miniature ciunera, recognises
the letters to :r phonetic rulebook in its
speaks the rvords. It should be ready
before the summer.

Ar.r earlier version of the Opt:rcon - of which
the Ro1,al Institute for the Blind bought about 60
* transferred the camera's signal into vibrations or.r

ir lrlate so thirt a Lrlincl person coLrld feel the letters
with one ffnger. That version, which costs :rbout
g 2,000, can deal with all languages, since it simply
reproduces what is prir-rted. But lr{r. Cedric Gar-
land, the RNIB's iechnical officer says it's a bit
slow: the average reading speed is 45 to 50 words
a minlrte, though some people have achieved 90.

-Peter 
Large in the Gtnrdiun, Febnrary 20.

DUBCEK'S MAIL INTERCEPTED

Vienna, fan. 13.

\{essages from all over the world have been sent
to Alexander Dubcek on the l0th anniversary of
his appointment as first secretary of the Czechoslo-
vak Communist party, a watershed in his country's
nostw:rr historl', but few of them, if any, have so
firr been delivered to him, according to informarion
from Bratisl:rva.

Private reports from Bratislava, the capital of
Slovakia, indicate that police' surveillance of Mr.
Dubcek, who led Czechoslovakia through ir short-
lived period of liberalization, the so-called "Prague
spring" has been tightened in recent weeks and that
the authorities are seizing some letters.

Internutional Ilerald Tribune, Januarv 14.

SIMONE DE BEAUVOIR DISILLUSIONED

By Robin Smith in Paris

Hope {or feminism ernd total disenchantmerrt
with socialism were reflected in Simone de Beauvoir's
progress report on the trvo goals of her life :rs a
ivriter, as shi passed her 70th birthday last week.

The author-of 'The lt{andarins' and 'The Secortd
Sex', wlro is revered b1' ferninists throughotrt the
rvorld, nrlrv <Iivicles her'energies betrveert-.wometl's
liberation, prep:rring fflrn scripts of some of her ltooks
and readirrg to her 72 year-old companiott, Jean'Parrl
Sartre, who is virtrrally blind.

Wherr she wrote "flie Secorrd Sex' aftc'r tlrtl rvitr,
Sirnrlrrc dc Bcatn'oir bclicved that rvomcn's liberation
worrld come throrrgh socialism. Feminists rvlro drerv

printed p:rge
the shapes ol
memory, artd
for' field tests

ll



Reuiews
THE ilIIND OF A NTONARCH

b1' Il. K. Karanjia, (\'ikas Ptrblishirrg Horrsc' Pvt. Ltct.,
11"11' f)1'll.ri '- pp. 264 - Price Rs. 95/-.)

rn HE trirnsforrnirtirln of Iran (or Pelsia a.s it wrrsr frrrrncrll' cLrllecl) frorn the strife-torn, foreigrr-
dorniuate<I ,r,rcl rvcak countn', rvhich it wirs at iire
trrrn of the centrrn', into ir Porver to be reckonecl
rvitl.r irr West Asia ancl elseg'here, is one of the nrira-
cles of the nroclelrr s'olld. This mirrrcle u'as brought
:rbout rnrrittlv becarrse of the good fortune Irau ]rncl
in hal'inq trvo euliglrteuecl monitrchs ir.r the persorrs
of Rezrr Sh:rh the Creirt (rvlro established the pre-
sent Pahlirvi Dvnastr') ancl Jris son \lolrirnrrnecl Rezit
Shah, the preserlt Shahanshirh. In the brief span
of 16 I'errrs (1925-1941) Rezrr Shirh rvor:kecl feve-
rishly for the uniffcation artd moclernis:rtion of his
countrr'. Brrt rvhen lVorlcl War II ertrpted, the
Allied Porvers rvho suspected him of pio-Germirn
bias invaded Ir:ur ancl forcecl Reza Shah to irbdictrte
in fitvour of his son.

It toclk u long tirne for tlre yoturg N'lohanrn.red
Rezir Shah (he rvrrs onlv 22) t<l consolidirte his posi-
tion. He had taken clver at a time when h'ar.r's
urestiqe rvrrs low becattse of his father's abdicrrtion
i ude,I exterrrirl ptessure rrrrcl of the presence of.
foreign forces inside the countrv. He hrrd als1l tg
conteird :rgzrinst mitny pel'sotts ittrd grorll)s rvho hrrd
been victirns of the reforming zeirl of his father, e.g.,
the lrrnded dignitirries, the Ulenrus, and rr fedgling
comn-runist paity. The Arml', rvltich Reza Shah had
reorgirnised as tlie plirrc'iprtl prop of -the regirne, had
beeri cliscredited becarrse of its failure to prevent
the Anglo-Russian invasion. With the Nlajlis fferce-
ly gutrrding its independence arrd witlr no power

"rr"il 
tn ch"ose his olilr cabirret, the Shah had vir-

trrally to fight not only for his own sttrvival, but also

WORLD NEWS (Continued fron puge 11)
t,.

their inspira'ion' from her were disconcertecl to find
her aligired with those rvho hold thrrt the wives of
workers are closer to their husbands than are middle-
class women.

But though Sartre eurd Simone de Beauvoil pick'
ed up one revolutionary cause after ano'her, from
Moscorv to Havana, socialism as they saw it - an
end to exploit:rtiorr ancl n Ievelling-orrt of itreqrralitie.^

- never clawned.

Lirst rveek, Sirnrnte dc Bearrvoir tolcl Le A,Loncle's
political colrrmnist, Pierre \/ianssorr-Porr'e :'Socialisrn
is ir dream. It erists nowhere, The countries we
call socialist nowadays are nothing of the kind'.

She felt that tlrere u'as little pr<lspec' of achiev-
irrg 'real socialistn' [or rr Ioug tirne t<l crlrne. Thc
clinc.hing disappointment was that women were no
better ,.r[I in 'so-called' socialist cotnttries.

- The Obseroer, January 15.
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ft-rr the continurrrrce of the N{onarchical st'stern. This
strtrqgle c'arne to lr lreud rvlrerr ir fire-catirrg ancl firrra-
tical politiciirn, Nlossadecl, becarne the Prime Nlinis-
ter. The position of tlre Shah became so trnterrable
that he hacl to leave tlre qountr'1, fol a short time.
When the plo-Roy'alist elements ralliecl and lrrought
cloq'n NIossaderl, the Shah returnecl.

This rvas the trrrning poir.rt in the cirreer ol the
neu, rnorrrlrclr. He rvolked assicltrouslv to u'in over
inflrrer.rtial elenrents of tlre olcl irristoc.rlac.),, il section
of the Shi'ite clersv arrcl rrltove rrll, to reqriin control
over the Annv. The trlajlis \l/as il tougher nut to
o'ack. For veitrs it hirs lteert riven lty fitctions rrrdtich
were colnpeting r,vitb eirch other for the loave.s and
fishes of office. This rvirs tlre Dorver-b:t.se from which
stror)g Prinre Ilinistels operttted. sonretimes in de-
fiance of tlre monarclr. B)' 1945, the Shah hrrd se-
cured the support of ir sufficierrt ntrtnber of factions
in the \'I:rjlis to rnake the Assernbll' rnore pliable.
B1,' 1963, he coulcl be sirid to hrrve gained complete
control of :rll the orgrurs irncl bliurches of the gov-
ernmental machilerr'.

Frorn norv ol) a nelv Personalitl' ernerges on the
Ir:rnian stage. The Shah nrr.,r,r", the itle of trn
iuuovA,tor, political scientist, ecouomist, theologian,
:r fliend of the oppressecl - rrll rolled irito one. It
is in this role that he latrnched his ntulti-faced plan
of reconstruction which is cornmonly called the
White Revoluti<ln. Inititrlly started as a Six-point
programme (which was ilpprovecl b1' the people in
ir referendurn) it has now beconre tr Fifteen-point
prograrnme of nationrrl clevelopment.

These and marrv otlrer details irre dealt with in
tlre diflerent clrapters of the book trncler review. The
arrthor, who is obviorrslv rrn arclent admirer of the
Shalr, has adopted the rrovel nrethod of Qtrestion and

On Safeguarding Freedom
Freedorrr is not il ()nce over thing. It has

to be won ever-v- d:r-v. And the battle for free-
clom is not orre that carr be postponed till the
dtrl' when big isstres - like recirpttrriug our
right to live in :r denrocrttcv are at .stake. The
time to srlve rl house is not when most of it
has crrrnrbled :rnd its roof is tottering on one
slender pill:rr; the time to srrve it is when some-
oue first starts chipping awiry at irny part of it.

I fe:rr that today the people rurcl especial-
lr the nriclcllc clirss - are slilrpirrrr back irrto
the habit of leirving thin.gs b tiri iovenrmerrts,
of sitting bac'k arrtl c<lrnplaining tlrirt the Gor"
errunerrts ilre not doirrg enough irrste:rcl of clo-
irrg rnore thernselves. Unless we shecl this
irpatlrr', rurless the peoplc trrke irrt active day'-
to-clay part in rnatters that trirnscetrd their im-
mediate concerns, freedom rvill not be safe.

- fayaprakash Naral'an

-From a staterncnt l>y' him on the occasion
of N{art1,rs' Day, Jattttary 30.
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Answer to expose rvhirt is in frrct ir "King's Story".
There is therefore rroi rnuch scope frlr a critical ana-
l1'sis or irssessnteut of mirnl' of tlre stittetnents nracle in
the book. Brrt it tntrst be srrid to \lr. Kalanjia's cre-
clit that he clicl pose sorne questiotrs to his August
N'ltrjesty irbrxrt sonre of thc cotttrol'ersies relatiug to
his domestic irncl loreign lrolicies and attitucles,

The Shtrh lrilintains that the revolution he iu-
troclrrcecl s'its t'ss<'tttiallr' :rrt Iratrilltt revrtlrttiort irticl
not anv irnported brand. He shorvs irn arnazing grasp
of clettrils rvhen he expltrirls the step-by-steD mantter
in rvhich he formtrlirted irncl excctrted eirch f:rcet of
this comprehensive chatrge-ovcr, ilnd gives the rele-
vant facfs and ffgures rvith such ease - as if he
had them at his finger tips. He is ir persotr rvho cloes
not have aides at his side to constrltl he is a monarch
rvl'ro knows rvhtrt he is talking about.

He does not believe in '-isurs' -rreither cirpitir-
lisrns nor commtrnism. "We clr rvhat we feel is right
for the country, its economl, arrd its peo1rle." He ad-
mits that the Revolution caunot be really described
irs White, since some blood hrrcl to be spilled itr cttrlt-
ing opposition from certain <luarters. He evolved
hii rlolicv of "lrositiver nirtionalism" as opllosed to
Nlosiadeq's :'rregative rteutrtrlism". In liii worcls,
"Positive nntionalisrn imttlies rr policy of maximum
political irnd economic indepeudence, cotrsistetrt
with the interests of oue's cotttltrv"'

Karanjia devotes trvo chtrpters to throw soure
lisht on the uersonal life and habits of the Shah.
The Shah talks frnnkll' al>out the infuence his rno-
ther hrrd on him and of his relations rvith his con-
sorts, Queens Fatrl,zia, Soraytr ancl Ftrrah. He gives
the reasons that led to the tlecessar')'. though regret-
table, corrrse of clivorc'irrg Firrvziir :rncl Soral'a. He
also reveals the important pill't plar ecl lly' his
daughter Shanaz rtrtd her former husband Zahedi
in Eringing aboLrt his mrrrritrge rvith the present
Queen, Faiah. The impression otre gets rlf the Shah
ii that of a person happily married, very human, with
the normal aspirations und habits, lrtrt intenselv inte-
rested in the welfare of lris people.

Fol rrs Lrcliiurs, it is lrc:u't-rvitrr.nir rg to lt'ucl thc'
fliendly refereuces the Slralr rnakes about hrclia arrcl
his interest in fostering closer relatiorrs u'ith this
corurtry. Gone are the da1"s rvhen h'an rv:rs sttspectecl
to be on the side of Pakistitn cluring lIrclo-Pakistart
conficts. Now P:rkistiln nlil.v lritve reitsotr to strspect
whether Iran has a tilt in far'orrr of India ! The fact
of the matter is that Iran has come il long rvay since
the clrrl's of the Baghclad P:rct ancl is trrking on the
role of friendll' neighbtlrrr of Itrdia, Pakistan, Afga-
rristarr tirrcl otltcr cottntrit's irr tlre region. Tlic' Shah
Iras irlr<:rrdy macler f<lrt' r'isits to this crl.rrrtr)'. tlrt' last
one hirvirr[ taken lllace <lnlv a rnorrth ago. Tlrc rrtter-
ances he made dtrring tlris visit rln his icleas of rc-
Siorrrrl co-operatiott itre trlrt recetlt itnd u,ell-krro'wtr
trt ltear repetil.ion. llaclr visit of the Shalr lcsrrlts irr
onc or other nrirjor Irrdo-Ilartirtn project bcfrrg irri-

Freedont ltirst

tiated, e.g., thc' llclinery' at Nlanali near llacllirs, the
Krrdrenrrrkh project iir Kirrnatirka, irncl norv the
cleveloltrnerrt of the Ritjirsthirn Ciurrl. The Shah is
keen on tlre n-rarriage of In<liiur exlturtise ancl resour-
ces with h'aniarr finiruce. It is for hrdii'r to grrrsp tlte
htrnd of frienclshiu extenclecl.

K. V. PADN,IANABI{AN

NTARX & GANDHI

Bv Sri trIadhtr Dandirvate, (Poptrlar Prrrkashan, Bom.)

Gandhi arrd \larx hirve lteen preponderant
influences on the Indian mind during the past sixty
vears. Both of them htrve irlso infuenced vast num-
bers of eamest rninds the world over, and have in
.some meilsure left thei:' m:rrk or.r world historv. Of
these two Ganclhiji has hird n far more pervasive
influence on the nor.r-politictrl mind of this land.
Gandhiji grrve .r direction and pattern of social values
rvhich has irc<luired almost greater relevance and
validity irfter his cleath, as during his life-time. N,farx
a{fected the 1'ounger generation of socially a\r'are
yourlg men during trventy odd 1'ears before Indian
irrdependence. However thereafter he has become a
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Frcedont First

moclerl) orthodoxv ancl orre kircl of tlaclition uses
lrim as il utuscot,'s'hile discouraging a critical studl'
of his rnirin thesis u'hich has a receding valiclity par-
ticularly sirrce World \\7trr IL Sli. Nlaclhtr Dar.rd:ulate
Iras therefore rendered a valuable service ltv his criti-
cal reirssessrnent of the main feattrres and 'the philo-
sophy turd perspectives of both tlrese outstanding
tbinkers who strove above all to errcl injustice aucl
rnan-macle nriser'1' of moderl societl'.

The nightmirre of the Ernergency Regimc,
forced Sri. lr,Iadhtr Dirnclirvirte to be isolated frorn
his rrctive career as it \{ernber of Prrrli:unent and a
leading Socialist. He spent this errtire period irr the
Bangalore Prisot't, where lre took trp tltis fruitftrl cri-
tical and comparative anal!'sis of N{arx and Gandhi.
It is a book lvhich should initirrte rnore dettriled arrtl
systematic research at orlr Universities, on sorne of
the points he has raisecl rrr.rd also regarding the
implicatious of these two thinkers in terms of con-
crete policy planning.

Dandavate has generously concedecl to Nltrrx
due credit for sr"rbjecting the capitrrlist process to an
obfective aualysis which had retained its validitv for
over half a century. It was Marx who X-rayed the
material conditiol'ls- created by the rise of capitalism
and ch:rrted the course of its develolrment from free
enterprize to monopoly ancl frorn industrial to finirnce
capittrlism leading to imperiirlist domir-ration of cap-
tive markets in the backward regions. Nlarx was ar-r

explosive revolutionary who blasted the citadel of
feudalism and challenged the Divine Right of
property ownership claimed by the news clasi which
carne to replace the kings - Botrrgeoisie. His
great contribution was to inspire a social awakening
among the under-previleged which has radically
changid the corelationship of world forces. It is all
the more necessary to free the modern mind from
the shakles of a thiriker whose postulates have lost
their social validity with every sicceeding decade of
this centrrry. N{arx has become a musetim piece of
rnythology. Sri Dandavate however has failed to give
due credit to the contemporaries of Marx wh<l also
rebelled against the lack of social obligation of the
Capitalist class and who stressed humanist and ecolo-
gical aspects of the capitalist process viz. pollution
and alienation.

Gandhiji's social perspectit'es were infltrenced lt1-
this humarrist stretrm of social philosophers. His
theory of SARVODAYA is a refinement of the doc-
trine otrtlirred in Ruskin's UNTO TIIIS LAST. Sri
Dandtrvate has very efiectively exposed to critical
scrutiny - the relative varlidity of classwar and of
Trusteeship as relevant to oirr modern society. He
bas also thoroughly debunked lr{arx's assessment of
the role of the owner-peasarrt in a preponderantly
agrarian community. In laving bare the evils of gi-
ganticism and St:rtism Sri Dandavate has eloqrrent-

11

Aytril, 1978

h' expouriclecl horv the Commurrist frame work is lr
1:r'oduct of Capitalist vulue's, ancl still comDetes w-ith
capitnlisnr in sen'ile imitatiorr of its solcially di"-.
rrstrorrs featrrre.s.

\\/here tlre book has ornitted to make au
extrernelv virlid oltsen'ation is the pragmatic impor-
tarrce thirt Nrlrr-\'iolence has irctluiiecl- in an ep--och
of the Atontic Arrns-Racc betrveen the Srrper-Poivers.
Trade.in- soph-istic-ated u'eapourv lras escilated age-
old tlibal ferrds of Africir ,rrid ,rmons the Arabs, aid
also irr other parts of the rvorld into a threat to world
peilce. The threat to humau strrvivrrl arises from fea-
trrres rvhich are common to both the systems.

. The-ltest part of the book is a s_vstematic analysis
o-f Garrdhiji'. i'ien,.t on tlre nature bt th" State, and
the Town-\'illage contradiction of interests in a
der-elopirrg s,rciety. Gandhili warned us trgainst the
evil of trrrcoordirrated indtrstrial growth -and also
against the lrrre fol nationnlisatiorr is a steD towards
socinlism, irs ltoth these together Droduce- a servile
society at the mercy of a leviathari State. The need
for a neu' perspective in Nationrrl Plannirrg is impli-
cit in this anrrlysis. That small but thorrghtful book
"SI\IALL IS BEAUTIFUL" by'Schumachir has done
a greirt service to Carrdhilrr perspectives in so far as
it resctres G:rncllri from his fanatical votaries like
Krrmarappir who represent Gar-rdhian orthodoxy. The
orthodox Gandhian traditiorr is sterile, and the lr{ar-
xiarr tradition has become dec:rdant. Therefore it is
hoped that Sri. Dandavate's penetrating comparative
strrdy.' u'ill stimulate a uew rlverlue of critical research
in orrr Urriversities on Gandhi arrd trIarx in the mo-
dern context of society. Of zuch a trend this book
maY well become 

" ffii?iltl3i*o*orro*

(Continued from pageT)
ANDHRA ._ WHY JANATA FAILBD

in north India c<lrld carry the lower clirsses with them.
But the middle class here, even though they possess
3 or 4 hectares of land not only do not associate or
iderrtify themselves with the cornmon man but they
s-eek to pirttern themselves with the upper class or
the rrrbirn eli(e. The turitv of the middle class du-
ring the Lok Sabhrr elections sclred off the lower
cl:rss lvlro dcvelopecl an al',ersiorr for the Janata Pnr-
ty. Their suspicious were aggravated by the re-
peirted tarrnts of the nrral midclle class that the
lower class no longer had tlrcir "Nlathn in power."
This short-sightecl attitrrde of Andhm's middle class
he$ed lrlrs. Ganclhi consolidrrte her position among
the working class.

Irlrs. Gandhi is well :lwrlre of the kind of people
she has helped to place at the helm in Andhra. But
it suits her purpose which i.s to egg the State gov-
ernment on towards a confrontation with the Centre.

Iti



Letter X product, he replied that he was no longer in
X and quoted Shri Vajpayee's statement I It is
all right in the case of a meclical representative, but
is Shri \iajpn.vee ir salesnran or a medical represen-
tative? Is one to understand that in India, there
ilre no politicians irt all, but just salesmen? Shri
\/i.rjpayee does not admit that his earlier views on
Kashmir, Pakistan, Sirnlir Pact, Tashkent agreement,
Arab-Israeli dispute, Tibet (He now says that Tibet
is a pirrt of Chintr!), Chinrr, Inrlo-Sovit t Treatl' (He
now wants to strengthen it further!7 ar.rd our nucletrr
policl' rvele wror-tg. All that he says is that he is
r-row the Foreign lvlinister of the Janata Government
and not of the Jan Sangh Government and hence he
has to propagate the foreign policy of the Janata
Covernment like a lawyer defending his client?
In other words, Shri Vajpayee has no views of his
own. His views are the views of the party to which
he belongs on the day he expresses his views !

I had held Shri Vaipayee in qreat esteem all
these years as a statesman inspired by great ideals
ancl morals, but now he has turned out to be iust an
ordinary salesman or medical representative or law-
yer I I have developed total contempt for all politi-
cians. I shall exercise my franchise in future oitly if
any candidate of integrity represents my constituency.

Mr. Vaipayee's Volte Face

Whenever NIr. Vajpayee is asked how he could
reconcile his erstwhile foleiqn nolicv as a lan Sansh
lcaclel rvitlr his prescut t'6reign 'policl'," his stoZk
reply is that he is not in the ofposilion 

'now! 
So he

criticised the Congress foreign tlolicv not becauseit rvas wrong, but similly because he wtrs in the
opposition! Opposition for the sake o[ opposition
er,'err wlren vou agree with the policy of tliti ruling
p-arty! If the Janata party is throivn out by thE
electorate and the Congress comes back to power.,
he rvill oppose his own foreigr-r policy even- whenit is followed by the foreign mini-ster of the Coug-
ress Government!

This reminds me of an incident which happen-
ed -recently. A medical representative of X,"who
used to visit my Gadag Pharmacy ever.v month and
pester me to -place an order for a particular product

- "as it is the best in th_e markef" (I used 
^to 

buy
Ih" Y product), surprised me at lait week when
he, as a medical representative of y (He resign-
ed from the X recently), - requested- mb to pli'ce
an order for the Y productl When I rec'alled
his enrlier pleas to me^ to place an order for the SHEILA SUMANT

a,4-, ..,
-1bt* .!s
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WITH MAI\Y YOICES
"Tbe deep

Moans rodnd with many voices. Comc, my friends,
'Tis not too tate to seek a newcr world,,,

-Tennyson.

There is as much vision in British politics to- Politicians are not in business to iqnore oeo-
day as there is-water in the Sahara deseit. ple's worries but to deal with ttre;. 

-'- '------ "
-Mr. Peter Walker, lr{P quoted in the

()bserDer, Febmary 19. The Ecorwmisf, February 4.

In ingratitude we are second to none.

- Indian Erpress on Mr. J. R. D. Tata's
removal from the Chairmanship of Air India.

It is a prescription for disaster. The answer is
fair trade - do unto others as they do to us, barrier
for barrier, closed door for closed'door.

-Mr. Meany quoted in Inturnatianal Herald
Tri.bune, December 10, ll.

Mr. Chavan is a Janata Minister "in-charge of
Opposition" in Parliament.

-Mr. V. P. Sathe, MP in Indian Erpress,
February 8.

Frenchmen will not live happily in this para-
dise of false ideas. The economy will take its re-
venge. It will avenge itself on you.

Mr. Giscard d'Estaing guoted in
The Economist, February 4.

Dernocracy has at least one merit, namely,
that a Member of Parliament cannot !s stupider
than his constituents, for the more stupid he is, the
more stupid they were to elect him.

- Bertrand Ruuuell quoted in
Ind.fun Express, March 8.

The Nehrus have been found out.

- Aubrey Menen in India Todq, March l-15

I am here because it is my iob to be here. My
work brings me here. So I am not doing anyone a
favour.

- Mr. George Fernandes quoted in
Times of India, March 8.

Never believe a thing about Mrs. Gandhi un'
less she contradicts jt 

Democratic worrd., March 5.

The day our brilliant External Affairs Minister,
with great fanfare of publicity, spoke in Hindi at
the UN and the subsequent mischievous publicity
made by the opponents that our Government had
to spend Rs. t2- crores for that one Hindi Speech
at the UN widely publicised in local lan-guage Pa-
pers of South India,-I knew Janata is ffnished in the
resion.

-Shalil Ghosh in Indian Exryess, March 7.
FREEDOM FIRST,

C/o Democratic Research Service
Maneckii Wadia Bldg., 4th floor
127 lvlahatnra Gandhi.Road
Bombay 400 028 (Phone: 27 39 14)

Please enrol me as a subscriber to Freedom
First. I remit the annual subscription of
Rs. 5.0O.

Name:

tf

Addreis:

Signature

published for the Democraric Research Service by I, R. Patet, Associate Editor, Freedom First at 127, M' Gandhi Rd''

Bornbay 4OO O2g (Phone, 2?3914) and printed Uy ir-';-ai;;r; Peopte Presl, Ghoga Street, Fort, Bombav-400 (X)l'

We cannot support them (Janata). We are
readv to ask sunport from them.

-' 1r',5x1trao'Fatil, lrlalrarashtra's Chief Minister
quoted in the Stalesman, March 5'

Wc hnve come a long way from Kings-ley Mar-
tin who editecl the N. S. INete' Statemwn) for thirty
vears. The r)resertt editorial incumbents are simply
i,"ii-6"fla, 'semi-literate whizz kids, - who inherit
iii"'it"artrfn-o"i'possess vacuity as their principal
rnrholsterv..r'rr'rJ\v'r 

Sasthi Brata's London Notebook in the
Statesmnn, Maich 4.
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