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; ASS E M B LI ES votes) and had moreover exceeded their term of cffice.
At that time, readers will recall, Mrs. Gandhi and her
; partymen cried foul and sought the Supreme Court’s
: = views. Unfortunately for her then and now equally
: & DISS 0 LVE D unfortunately for the Janata Party and the Lok Dal,
the Supreme Court ruled that the Centre was within
its rights in dissolving state assemblies. Perhaps in the
euphoria of March 1977 it did not occur to the then

S. V. RAJU presiding Trimurthi that they were presenting a line of
argament that would be used so soon against them.

Naturally, Mrs. Gandhi has seized the Janata thesis .

If you can’t take ‘em, break ‘em. This is the simple to throw out state governments manned by them or
logic that motivated both the Janata Government in the Lok Dal. She has not surprisingly, chosen to forget
April 1977 and the Congress (I) government in her own objections to Janata’s action in 1977. If it
February 1980 when dissolving state governments .not wasn’t right then, it can’t be right now. To put it
of the same persuasion as that of the centre. By a somewhat tritely, two wrongs can never make a right.
coincidence the number of state governments dissolved But who bothers about such trivialities as principles
is nine. Six of these are common to both viz. Uttar and right action?

Pradesh, Bihar, Madya Pradesh, Orissa, Punjab and . ! ]
Rajasthan. The three that fell under Mrs. Gandhi’s The reasons for the dissolution are to be discovered
axe are Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra and Gujarat, while 1Ot in their public justification but ‘in the realms of
the Janmata party knocked out Himachal Pradesh, real politik. Janata’s driving neeq -in  March/April
Haryana and West Bengal instead. Thus while Janata 1977 Was to ensure safe numbers in the context of
dissolved eight Assemblies in the north and one in the the Presidential elections ther}’ looming large on the
east, Mrs. Gandhi’s action has a wider spread. In fact Political horizon. Mrs. Gandhi’s decision in February
her tally should have been eleven but for the fact 1980 has to do with the biennial elections scheduled

that the state governments of Haryana and Himachal for the middle of this year. Also, perhaps, for any
Pradesh caved in. In the process, Haryana set up a Pians she has for playing around with the Constitution

new pattern of wholesale defections with the entire SOM® MOIC.

government crossing the floor. It will be recalled that Whatever they may be, the sad fact remai
; Haryana had, in the post-1967 era blazed the trial by Gandhi has thr%wn yaway' the oppOrttfnigfni{)thging'rgsé
‘ pioneering defections. In Himachal Pradesh, on the a5 a statesman and has chosen to be a politician. And
other hand, it was the usual sordid business of a gov- that indeed is a tragedy. With her action, she has
| ernment being destroyed by attrition. This was tried sjgnalled a continuation of the politics of confronta-
out in the other nine states as well but the effort did tion even while' making public noises about the need
not succeed. Hence the dissolution. for .national reconciliation to deal - with the parlous
i ) { economic situation on the one han ia’ -
The anger being displayed by the leadership of the jng jsolation from its neighbours ?na?gelﬁﬁscir Ot;Ve
Janata party and the Lok Dal is both unwarranted precent government’s pusillanimous attitude towards
and unjustified as it is a typical case of the biter being the Soviet invasion  of Afghanistan. Equally unfortn-
bitten. Soon after March 1977, the victorious Janata nate is the fact that the gradual. asglertign of £he

Party, after failing to engineer defections in adequate federa] : e

] gt g C ! e nature of the Indian- Stat
numbers dissolved nine state assemblies on the specious from an ineffective govei'nmseht e,in (?\Ieb“?ngdﬁ?s}ﬁ%
plea that the governments in these states had lost recieved a setback and we are back again on the road
their representative character (untenable as this claim to centralism with all its attendant weaknesses and
may be in both cases in terms of the percentage of dangers. ¥
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