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ASSEMBLIES 

DISSOLVED 

S. V. RAJU 

If you can' t take 'em, break 'em. This is the simp~e 
loaic that motivated both the Janata Government m 
April 1977 and the Congress (I) government in 
February 1980 when dissolving state governments -not 
of the same persuasion as that of the centre: By a 
coincidence the number of state governments d1ssolved 
is nine. Six of these are common to both viz. Uttar 
Pradesh, Bihar, Madya Pradesh, Orissa, Punjab ar:,d 
Rajasthan. The three that fell under Mr~. Gan~ s 
2xe are Tamil N adu, Maharashtra and GuJarat, while 
the J anata party knocked out Himachal Pradesh, 
Haryana and West Bengal instead. Thus while ~anata 
dissolved eight Assemblies in the north and one m the 
east, Mrs. Gandhi's action has a wider spread. In fact 
her tally should have been eleven but for the fact 
that the state governments of Haryana and Himachal 
Pradesh caved in. In the process, Haryana set up a 
new pattern of wholesale defections with the entire 
government crossing the floor. It will be recalle~ that 
Haryana had, in the post-1967 era blazed the tnal by 
pioneering defections. In Himachal Pradesh, on the 
other hand, it was the usual sordid business of a gov­

. ernrnent being destroyed by attrition. This was tri~d 
out in the other nine states as well but the effort d1d 
not succeed. Hence the dissolution. 

The anger being displayed by the leadership of the 
J anata party and the Lok Dal is both unwarranted 
and unjustified as it is a typical case of the biter being 
bitten. Soon after March 1977, the victorious Janata 
Party, after failing to engineer defections in adequate 
numbers dissolved nine state assemblies on the specious 
plea that the governments in these states had lost 
their representative character (untenable as this claim 
may be in both cases in terms of the percentage of 

votes) and had moreover exceeded their term. of office. 
At that time readers will recall, Mrs. Gandht and her 
partymen crled foul and sought the Supreme Court's 
views. Unfortunately for her then and now equally 
unfortunately for the Janata Pmiy and the Lok Dal, 
the Supreme Court ruled that the Centre was within 
its rights in dissolving state assemblies. Perhaps in the 
euphoria of March 1977 it did not occur_ to th~ then 
presidin a Trimurthi that they were presentmg a hne of 
argume;t that would be used so soon against them. 

Naturally, Mrs. Gandhi has seized the Janata thesis 
to throw out state governments manned by them or 
the Lok Dal. She has not surprisingly, chosen to forget 
her own objections to Janata's action in 1977. If it 
wasn't right then, it can't be right now. To put it 
somewhat tritely, two wrongs can never make a right. 
But who bothers about such trivialities as principles 
and right action? 

The reasons for the dissolution are to be discovered 
not .in their public justification but in the realms of 
real politik: Janata's driving need ·in March/Apri.l 
1977 was to ensure safe numbers in the context of 
the Presidential elections then looming large on the 
political horizon. Mrs. Gandhi's decision in February 
1980 has to do with the biennial elections scheduled 
for the middle of this year. Also, perhaps, for any 
plans she has for playing around with the Constitution 
some mor.e. 

Whatever they may be, the sad fact remains that Mrs. 
Gandhi has thrown away the opp6rtui:tity to emerge 
as a statesman and has chosen to be a poli~ician. And 
that indeea is a tragedy. With her action,. she has 
signalled a continuation of the politics of c-onfronta­
tion even while · making public noises about the need 
for national reconcilia-tion to deal with the parlous 
economic situation on the one hand and India's grow­
ing isolation from its neighbeurs in the light -of the 
present government's pusillanimous attitude towards 
the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. Equally unfortu­
nate is the fact - that the gradual assertion of the 
f~deral nature of the Indian -State; (a_ bonus arising 
from an ineffective government in New Delhi has 
recieved a setback and we ane back again on the road 
to centralism with all its attendant weaknesses and 
dangers. * 



A BLUE.PRINT

FOR NATIONAL

RECONCILIATION

National Reconciliation is possible only if all of ui
(all major national political parties and people) desire
rt and work for it sincerely and unitedly.

Hindustani Andolan submits that it is possible to
bring about national reconciliation only if we can ;ilI
arrive at some firm agreement on certain basic issucs
and principles, listed below:-
1. With all its iaults and other weaknesses, democracy
is still the best form of Government. One may change,
alter or amend the form of democracy by appropriare
amendments to the oonstitution, with a view to
strengthen democrary and make it's functioning more
effective and purposeful.
In this context the first task for all of us should be
to dispel the doubts created by force of circumstances
and wents, in the minds of the people. They are--
(a) that individual freedom comes in the way of eco-
nomic progress, (b) that freedom means nothing to a
poor man, (c) that the curr,ent mandate given by the
people to Mrs. Gandhi should be interpreted as a
voluntary and unanimous rejection by the people of
India of their own basic and fundamental rights,
guaranteed to them under the Constitution of Indir,
and (d) that discipline and democracy cannot ceexist.
2. Democracy and Human Values are inseperables. A
democratic government which does not actively en-
courage the growth of htrman values among peopie
can never succeed in ushering in justice, social, eco-
nomic and political. Similarly, it must be accepted that
human values which build the character of the people
can only survive and thrive in an atmosphere of frcc-
dom and not in a state of serfdom.

3. We must now be ready to accept the fact that
rnerely having the freedom either to express one's
views or voice one's dissent or to go on strike or oft:r
Satyagraha or the right to hire and fire people and
finally the right to vote, will not automatically ensure
the creation of a free and civilised society, unless
people learn to exercise their rights in a responsible
mannsr and learn to live up to the motto, "Live and
Let Live".
4, Democracy means a system of checks and balances
rrnd, tlherefore, to make it work, (a) a healthy and
constructive political opposition must be encour4ged
and respected, (b) the right of dissent must lre
protected, (c) all dernocratic institutions, associations
and organisations must be allowed to function legaliy
and freely and (d) the freedom of $e pres must b:
ensured to provide free accrss to 

- 
information and

views. ,

)

LAW AND ORDER:
Politicians make laws in parliament and legislatures;
tire Judiciary interprets the laws and the police is meant
lo implement them. It is the duty of the police to protect
those who abide by law and punish those who break
it, rvithout any fear of any interference. Let everyone
cf us accept the fact that when people who make the
laws themselves, break them or interfere in the ad-
ministration of justice, it is impossible to ensure the
rule of law anywhere in the world.

The first thing that is to be done by all political
parties is to instruct all their members, M.Ps., M.L.As
and others to stop interfering in the administration of
justice. Any complaint of interference must be
immediately looked in and culprits punished. In fact,
it rvould be advisable to consider whether it is possible
to amend the existing law in such a manner that any
outside interference in the administration of justice
becomes a punishable offence.

Let all political parties and other organisation
decide that they should prohibit their members to hold
lly sort of demonstration within the premises of any
Court in India. It is time we learni to respect our
judiciary and our custodians of laws.
Le1 us provide a decent living wage to our magistrates,
judges, policemen and police officers. Let us lmprorne
the working conditions of all those who are invblved
in the administration of justice. Let us by all means
go !n for judicial reforms with a view'to impart
iustice as speedily as possible.

Unless there is basic agreement on the above lines,
Hindustani Andolan feels there will never be an
effective rule of law in our land. There will only be
the rule of despots.

RISING PRICES:
India is a great country. It is endowed with immense

material resources. It has abundance of man power,
ready and willing to produce goods and services.

Prices rise and fall in direct relation to demand and
supply. The biggest problem is how to make every
able-bodied Indian more productive. Let us examine
all bottleneck's that come in the way of producing more
goods. l,et us liberate all forces of production from
all unnecessary controlg regulations and oxcessive
taxation. Let there be no penalty for orrer production
for it harms no one. Let us agree to follow the policy
of rewarding hard work, enterprise, research and
honesty.

Let us accept the harsh fact that the final sale price
of any product in India reflects the cost of labour, raw
materials, interest on capital, overheads, profrt plus
cost ol corruption.

The burden of cost of conuption is always passed
on to the consumer who has to pay from his pocket
what the producers, distributors, retailers and whole-
sellers pay to all manner of people which includes
ministers, petty politicians and bureaucrats, small and
big.

This goblem is also linked with the problem of
taxation and black money. If we are sincere about
tackling this problem in right earnest, the above facts



must be accepted and plans for immediate actions
should be chalked out to remedy the disease.

Hindustani Andolan suggests that there should be
a constant dialogue between government, people con-
nected with the manufacture and distribution of goods
and consumers, in an atmosphere of frankness deviod
of any fear and mutual suspicion.

FAMILY PLANNING:
Family Planning should not be made into a party

programme. It should be a national effort planned
jointly by parties, social and cultural organisations of
the country with the active help and co-operation of
all respected leaders of public opinion in India.

CORRUPTION :

Corruption has become a national disease, which has
precipiated the crisis of our national character. A
nation without character has no future. No amount of
political power or fear of lathis, bayonet or jail term
can succeed in building the character of the people
unless those who wield the power, set an example by
their own behaviour. If we accept this fact readily,
then alone there is point in talking about attacking
corruption. A beginning can be made however by at-
tacking one major breeding ground of corruption viz.
election expenses.

It is estimated that a minimum of rupees four
hundred to five hundred crores has been spent in the
last election by various candidates and parties in the
field. All this money has been provided mainly by
businessmen and industrialists from their black money
Fool. They will recover all their investment in
politicians with profit.

Ultimately, it will be the consumer who will have
to bear the burden in terms of rising prices. Very
srnn state elections will come whibh ireans more
black money in circulation. If elections do not take
place, there will be the cost of defections. All this will
bc an added burden on the consumer.

Unless, we go in for electoral reforms, which will
eliminate this menace, we will not be able to destroy
the deadly virus of corruption which is growing in oui
country. If we continue to ignore this problem we will
do so at the risk of handing over the future of our
country in the hands of a most u,nholy mafialike
coalition of corrupt politicians, businessmen and indus-
trialists. Neither the present generation nor the luture
generation willl forgive the leaders of political parties
and the intellectual community of India for not taking
appropriate steps to save India from total disaster.

Millions and millions of Indians are waiting for a
decent break for the last so many years. Mrs. Gandhi
has been chosen by them to cure the disease. Under
these circumstances national reconciliation is definateiv
something worth trying for by all of us (that includei
Mrs. Gandhi and her party, opposition parties and
the community of thinking Indians) we must strive to
bring this about sinoerely.

This is not the time to go in for political ginrnicry.
This is thc timc for resolute action. If wc fail rrolv,
tliere will not bc another chancc for therc is a limit to
everythinu, including thc patience of the docile Indian
voters. *

Hindustani Andolan
84/A Nepean Sea Road,

Bombav 400 006

tP0uilGlI,
xolrloof,
l[
l.IItAL ilf,of

oo\ \ r^sight inio ihe politicrl scene throughout tha risc
and lall (and rise ?) ol lndira Gandhi can be gaincd from
Nihal Singh'r book; he is among the soundert lnd
wi3o3t ot lndi.n political iournalilts and this ir 6
coll€ction ol his articlcr in thc Calcuttr St.tctm.n.
Among those who should rard at, !s w€ll !! thc'categories montioncd earlier. ere poopla who imlgine

*,x":x'J,"il ?['"t"t,i"'i'i:ffi1"t 3::" 
pous o? that i I 9)

IIIEW STATESMAN ( London )

ao\ \ l, i" ditficult to predict tha 3hapc of thing3 to come
But rcfl€ction on thc tumultupur timas lndia has becn
throush may Vield.valuabb cluss and let3ons. lt it
precirily for thi3 rcaron that Mr S. Nihal Singh'3 lstrsl
book lndira's India rhould bc rcad crrctullv...
What strnd! out throughout i3 Mt Singh'3 lcrupulous
lairncar: hc rparcr neither Mt3 Gandhi nor thc
Janlt. lard.ra not lny onc ek€. Nor doe3 hc lt3h
out unduly. And th. boot is.min.olly rcadeblo.
niictv ooir or.c.omc-."ioiJin iwi"i'rta rantcncr !]or r jarring notr."

rHE HttrlousrHAil TIMES

aa\ \ Sin"" thc lell ol lndlrt G.ndhl ln thc March 1977
gcncrtl clcction. thc lormcr Prima MinistGr'3.doing'
iurlng hcr ycarr of power havc bcen r t.mpting
rubie.t lor hanv auihort. All kind: of wratets, .rPert
ilihti; iirft or hovlcrt, h.v. trl.d to carh in on thc
Emargoncy lit.rrtura boom' S. Nihal Slhgh'. book too
ir lihd'ly to bc takon tr rnothcr volumo on the
fmir"incv orlir rftermath. lt l3 not rxectly rc. Tho
bookis r dollcction ol thc euthor'l rigned w.Gkly
cotumn in Thc Stttcsmln, ol which ha a3 th. chi.t
caii6i. er r leen obrorvot ot th. Political .vcntl ot thc
."""i.i tli etout r docrdc' hc wiiter with amPle a
bcckgt6und lnowlcdgc, clrriry lnd im.ginttion""' 7

THESUI{OAY STANDARO

OO\ \ M, Nihal Sinoh't book i3 ouit. dlttlnct from most ol
\rrj co,iiim-por'ary publicatiin. on th. lndi.l- r.gim3' ll
lr a disoarsionare inalvrie of thc maior Politlcrl cvenrl
rna ind boh.viour of our promincnt prtconrlitics-
during rhe mott trt.fut viarr (1969-ec"lv 19781 of
lndcpend6nt lndie...
Ablc .diting h:r cnabled ths booh to rvoid r.dirlointod
took. lt rat6cr imprcre! th. re.dart ra I coh'r'-nt
anliaiiticompleic eccounl ot thc risr.ndtall of lndira
Gandhi. 

'Morobvcr, many shrcwd ob3arvationr tnd
intcttigeni hintg for thc iuture shapc of ev..nt. will
makc 6nc fcel that therc lrc ioutnali3ts who may'
.t timc3. erc€l thc p."iiili"-d pojiiicians in ttrc ))assesamcnt of Political tituation3."

AMRITA BAZAR PATRIKA
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0uR TRf.D E Ull l0ils
ll They Face

e Ghallenge
the Eighties?

V. B. KARNIK

A nerv decade has begun, the decade of the Eighties'
The challenges that trade unions rvill have to face are

not trikely to be qualitatively different froan those
faced earfier, but they will be more pressing and com-
plicated. They will acquire that cha,racter because the
i:conomic situation is likely to be inorqasingly difficult
and the problem of unemployment to weigh upon
lrade unions very heavily.

Trade Unions grow when the economy grows, not
only statistically but at a rate higher than that of
population. Growth must be able to provide for at
least a slight improvement in the conditions of the
people, and for employment opportunities to absorb
not only the new entrants into the labour force but
also a fair percentage of those who are already un-
employed. Care will have to be taken moreover that
tire new wealth that is created is not monopolised by
those who a,re better off but is widely distributed
amongst those at the bottom. There is little prospect
of the economy growing at that rate in the eighties
and much less prospect of widening of employment
opportunities and equitable distribution of newly
created national wealth.

There are indications that the burdens on workcrs
and other toiling millions will increase since vast sums
will be needed for developmental expenses. Tlrcy are
iikely to be raised through fresh taxation and deficit
financing. Both will hit workers hard. Prices wiil
increase, scarcities will appear, and living conditions
rvill be harder than what they are at present. Growu:g
population and unemployment will make things still
harder.

These conditions will place trade unions on the
horns of a dilemma regarding the policy to be adopt-
ed. Will it be a policy of constant struggle and con-
frontation against the Government and employers,
without worrying about the results? It may, lPpcar
heroic, but will prove self4efeating in the end. It will
antagonise society, isolate the unions and provide an
opportunity to the Governmeut to damn them as anti-
national and anti-social. Constant strikes hamper pre-
duction, create bottlenecks and slow down industrial
progress. Workers do not like unending strife. They
leave unions following that course and flock to othe;:s
'working in a difterent way.

Or will it be a more prudent policy of securing as

much as possible through negotiations and co'o'pera-
tion, building up strength, widening the base and
winning the iupport of public opinion? Will it pay

4

more attention to changing socio+conomic policies
than to winning a concession here or a concession
there. There will be little glamour in this cautious,
painstaking course of action, but it wtll secure more
benefits to the workers, and do no damage to public
interest. Strikes are not excluded, but they will be
resorted to only when absolutely necessary and only
after exhausting all other means.

Trade unions can follow this course efiectively only
it they extend their organisation to unorganised
uorkers in cities and also to agricultural labourers and
artisans in rural areas. That will give them a strength
which cannot be ignored. They must at the same time
gct involved in rural development and all associated
activities. This will be a departure from the beaten
track of trade union work, bul it will be necessary if
trade unions are not to be swept away by the risrng
tide of poverty and unemployment.

Workers and their trade unions are under attack at
present because they ask more and more for those who
are already much better off than agricultural labourers,
thc rural poor, and unorganised workers. Some critics
go to the extent of calling farmers a privileged class.
This criticism is far from true. Industrial wo'rkers in
cities by and large, are only a little better ofl than ther
brethren in villages. And the little additional benclrt
that they enjoy as the producers of vast wealth th,-ry
usually share with their poorer brothers, cousins
and other relatives. An unemployed relative or two
usually stays with an industrial worker, and
from month to month he has to remit funds to the
village for the support of his parents or his wife aad
.children who cannot live with him for lack of
accomodation. The criticism, however untrue, is likely to
become louder and fiercer in the present decade. Trade
unions can justify their demand for improvement of
thc conditions of industrial workers only by combin-
ing it with an equally strong demand for the improve-
ment of the conditions of all poor people. And a mere
tlemand is not enough. It must be accompanied by
active eftorts to organise the poor in cities and villages.

A significant change must take plae in the role
that unions play. In the Eightys, they cannot be mere-
ly combative organisations, constantly engaged m
struggle for securing petty concessions. They will have
to be more constructive in their approach. They will
have to widen their horizons so as to include in it not
merely their members but also the large masses of
unorganised workers and the poor in villages. They
must be also prepared to shoulder responsibilities so
that the policies they advocate are properly implement-
ed. This will bring about a qualitative change in the
outlook and functioning of trade unions.

Trade unions should now shift their emphasis from
monetary to longterm non-monetary demands such as

housing, education, particularly technical and voca-
tional, old-age pensions, promotions, etc. They should
also demand a la,rger voice in the determination of the
terms and conditions of employment and in the
management of the undertakings. They will, of course,
have to equip themselves for discharging these new
responsibilities. The unions will also realise that patient
negbtiations and reasonable argurnents, accompanied



by pressure of public opinion, are more uselul for
gaining their demands than strikes and demonstratiot'ts.

Long-term demands of workers and amelioration of
the conditions c'i the nasses can be best secured
through legislation and through governmental actions
and policies. The movement must, therefore, turn tis
attention to politics, to larger issues facing the ccuntry.
It should try to influence the actions and policies of
the Government. This can be done without joining any
political party and without losing its independence and
autonomy. The movement will stultify itself if it fails
to perform this wider role. It must take an active
interest in the plans for economic development, and
m all actions of the Government in the social and evo-
nomic fields. The age is long past when it could confine
rtself to collective bargaining over wages and aliow-
ances. It must enter the wider field of social and
political life, and seek to influence it in the interest of
a better deal for industrial workers and the producing
milsses as a whole.

Trade Unions must adopt a positive, and not a

ncgative or oppositional attitude towards the Gov-
ernment. Opposrtion, even a fight, may become inevi-
table when the Government does anything which rs
against the interests of workers. But it can do, parti-
cularly in a democracy, many things, which is of advan-
tage to workers and others. Those must be activeiy
supported, and constant pressurs must be exerted on

runmediately. The task cannot be accomplished in
dcmocracy without enlisting the co-operation of
sections of the people.

fhe co-operation of the tradc union movement wiil
be crucial in that respect. It can oller not oniy its own
co-operation, but can also secure the co-operation of
millions of others. This carr be enlisted only through
a meaningful dialogue with the movement. The dia-
logue must be continuous and must embrace all
sections of the movement. It must be taken into
confidence and consulted from time to time on all
issues of social and economic policy.

There is a good example of such a dialogue in Great
Britain. Some years backthere was the Social conrrar.t.
It gave some good results, but later fell into disuse.
Another effort was made later and it resulted in an
agreement between the British Government and the
British Trade Union Congress. A similar agreement
was arrived at recently betweon the AF'LCIO and the
U.S. Government. It is called the National Accold.
Here is something that authorities in India can copy
with advantage. lhere will be many other challenges,
but they will generally be'of the sanre kind as faccd
cariier. They will be such as inter-union rivalries,
democratic tunctioning of unions and others. They
\r'ill have rto be tackied properly, taking care at the
same time to reduce tensions rather than to intensity
them.

Recognition of a representative union (the represent-
ative character being determined by secret ballot ope,n
to all employees) as ,the sole collective bargaining
agent and bonafide collcctive bargaining with it should
be the basis of the industrial ielations system all over
the country. Recognised unions shoulcl enjoy the rignts
cf check-oft the union shop. That will put an end to
inter-union rivalrix and enable trade unions to grow
as strong and responsible organisations. The move-
ment would be well advised to secure the enactment
of a law to provide for it as one of the main objectives
of its work in the decade. It must also ensure that
unions forming it function in a democratic manner.

It is difficult to foresee all the challenges that the
new decade will pose. The situation is fluid and it may
change in many directions. International developrne,rts
may force a big change; internal developments nlay
also, under some circumstances, knock the bo'ttorn out
of the basic assumption of this argumcnt. Ilowcver.
apart fronr thcsc coutingcncies, trade unions u'ould be
rvcll-adviscd to follorv the path of conciliation and co-
c-peration, to avoid the alternative path of co;rstant
confl.ct. +

A
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the Government in order that it may !otlr1"1!1t,9u1! Inrer-union rivalries haye plagued the movementmore -vigorously' This can be done. only if n1?: i:-11 r'or 
-totg. 

They are responsibie for rnany work srol>attitude of critical co-operaiion, critical in the sense o"n*.^ aro also for some violence and other anti-sociarof readiness to criticise whenever necessar)" I.fi"lii*. Thc point to be notetl, however, is that
The eightys rrill pose similar challenges to employ- unions are not ihe only guilty party. The main offeutl-

ers and the Governr.ne-ng.-]hcii response to those ei is the Government.-l[ trai iailed so far to provide
challenges-must be helpful if worker's responses are to an expeditious machinery for evaluating the 

-claims

prove useful and rewarding. Eutployers must give up of rival unions, and foi granting the ltatus of a
their hostility to trade unrons and nrusf accept them recognised body to a represintativE union. Secret bal-
as 

-e.qual 
partners in building up enterprises. They must ' lot is the best way to aslertain the support enjoyed by

hold constant consulations with unions and should not a union.
ordrnarily introduce any changes without secur-ing their
consent. Disputes, wherever they occur, should be
settled in negotiations across the table, and resort to
al external authority should be an exception rather
than 'the rule. Workcrs' demands for higher wagcs,
dcarness allowance or bonus should be iegarded- ai
legitimate, and all efforts should be made to sittle thern
as early as possible. Apart from wages and fair condi-
tions of work, workers should be treated with respect,
and their dignity as human beings should be preseivcd.

Government has two roles, one as an cmployer and
thc other as the sovereign authority. As an employer,
it cannot claim any privileges not available to other
employers. On the other hand, it has the responsibiliry
of behaving like a nrodel employer and of setring
standards for others to follow. It should, in particular-,
set up high standard in the matter of labour-manage-
nicnt co-opcration.

As a sovereign autholity, the eightys rvill prove a
vcri; 411.1.utt pcriod for thc Covcrnnrunt, lvhatevcr rl.s

coiour. For the cconomic dcvciopmcnt that is takcn rn
hand, hugc inve stme nts and hcavy nrobilisation of
rcsourccs are necdcd. lJencfits trill not bc available



VOICES 1

A SENSE OF T.AILURE
In the controversies about current political questions,

the long-term view is generally left out. It is assumed
that no one can predict how events will shape in the
next ten or twenty years. Yet futurelogy was a popular
and respectable subject not long ago. It had the merits
of drawing constant attention to the possibilities, as
visualized in one area or other when the preseni
situation is carefully analysed. Taking my clue from
that somewhat hazy mode of anticipating the prospects
for Indian society as a whole, I venture to offer this
proposition: that by the end of the century life for
the rnajority in India will be no better than it is now-
it may be considerably worse.

The real problems of the country are of Foveriy,
social injustice and regression, educational sterility,
cultural stagnation, and loss of focus where there .:p-
pears to be progress. While th,ese problems are discus-
sed by a small segment of the intelligentsia, the rest
of it is almost entirely occupied with carreerist oppor-
tunism. It has a superficial involvement in literary,
intellectual and social activity. Spiritual cults prolife-
rate. Intellectual fashions dictate terms, and ego-
boosting public rvork is undertaken with a minimum
sense of responsibility. The new crop of journirls,
vihich are in many ways lively and enterprising, reflcct
the qualities mentioned above to a depressing degree.
It is rare to find in any of them a sustained serious-
ness when it comes to fundamental social purposes.

There is no denying the fact that a certain ferment ,lf
rdeas has been goine on for some time now. But no
smgie person or institution is able to create enough
loyalty and rvidely acceptable directions which would
make a decisive difference to the actual conditions in

India today. Study-group discussion, public debates,
arguments in print, a dialogue among the divided,
rnanifestoes, guideJine statements, blue-prints for con-
ccrted action, in fact, all the manifestations of the
nged and the search for action are hearteningly and
encouragingly visible. But so far nothing has happened
to suggest or imply the possibility of a real transforr
mation. When some minor modifications seem to
provide evidence to the contrary, it soon turns out that
their full consequences have not been adequately
worked out, so that either there is chaos and confusion
or a marked lowering of the already low standards.

Education in India supplies many examples familiar
fo this writer over the last tweirty years. Ali the
seminars and conferences he has attended, all the
committees on which he has worked, the moves or
counter-moves with whioh he has been associated,
have not only failed to improve any specific educational
situation; they have positively destroyed whatever
was good in the old system and replaced it with un-
workable solutions. In economic planning, in science
policy, in housing developments, in urban reconstruc-
tion, in transport, in almost any sphere one cares to
name, our thought and work not only miss measuring
up to the demands; they create entanglements which
put the r:ality of progress prepetually out of reach.- I don't mean to be pessimistic, but I would like to
oppose, in myself and in others around me,-exercises
iri 

- 
futility, which result from dogmatic and pseldo-

ideologicai thinking. As a people, we seem unable io
nake "any practi;al arrangeirent function in the
interest of thbse for rvhom it is set up. The rules, the
plans, the facade, the committee, the expansion, the
activity vrhich adds upto nothing these take the place
of the need and the srrvice.

NISSIM EZEKIEL
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REV IV AL OF 
'SLAMThe muezzin's haunting call holds srvay over 750

million believers, making Islam the fiith with the
second largest following in the world.(After Chri-
stianiry's 950 million). Oil-rich Third World Islamic
countries have made Islam a force ,to be r:ckoned
with by the super powers in an energy-hungry world.
The recent resurgence of Islam that hii b:en inflamed
by the demagogic rhe,toric of Ayotollah Khomeinl,
however, has developed as an antithesis to industrialisa_
tion and the consequen,t disrupting social changes often
wrongly branded as WestCrnisation. powe-r-hungry

autocrats have used Islam as a convenient religious
crufch to remain in office.

Saudi Arabia, birthplace of Islam. is qoverned by a

Tonar_c_hy, despite the fundamental Islamic principle
that all men are equal. By maintaining close links
rvith the ttslgsls5"-reliqious heads of the puritan-
ical Wahabi sect of Sunnis, the royal famiiy-obtains
religious sanctions for major decisions. Saudi Arabias
immense oil wealth has bolstered totterinq Islamic
nations such as near-bankrupt Egypt, besides aiding
constructive relations among radical Islamic regimes.

Es-vot's Anwar Sadat is the onlv dcenlv relisious
man of vision. After expelline the Soviets from his
land he enersetically worked towards peace in the
Middle East. despite beins condemned bv orthodox
Islamic narions, believine that "no reiieion in politics
and no oolitics in relieion" is the best policv. Most
other Tslamic states however hold "our wearon is our
faith". fslam is therefore held as a oolitical nhiloconh'/,
a wqv of life. and an answer to Marxism and Capitalism.

The Iran revolution is directly responsible for up-
settine the apolecart of. detente. Th'z Shah's gravest
mtstake was not his dictatorial tvrannv which resembles
khomeini's reDressive rule in 'the name of Islaln l-.ui
thc rapid modernisation of his backward countrv. The
vclocitv of social change that inevitably followed, and
the education of the hitherto orthodox middle cla-"s,
rvas such as to galvanise them into revoluticn, with
the Ayotollah's guidance. Progressive chanses. such
as the emanc;pation of women, were branded as here-
ticallv Western, rather than as offshoots of indus-
trialisation broueht about by the exploitation of oil
weal'th. Khomeini fanned the discontent of the midcile
classes+nliehtened ironicaliy about their rights by
the Shah's far-reaching measures-to his advantage.
The atrocities perpetrated by him in the name 

-of

Islam are, however, contrary to common or interna-
tional law. Even the Shariat (Islamic Code) foliowed
by Iran's revolutionary courts, nowher,e justifies that
innocent people (the American hostages, for example,)
be punished for the crim:s of a despot.

Afghanistan, with its strategic location betrveen thc
USSR, Iran and Pakistan, and predourinantly Musliut.
is a- house divided by its nrany warring tribci, a factor
exploited by the Soviets. The late prcsident Anrin.
whilc. professing Malxisut, wAS enouglr oi a devuut
Ivluslim to cause suspicion among the Russians. Thc

growing resurgence of Islam among Afghani mujahidin
(holy warriors), along with the impac[ of the iranran
rcvolution, undoubtedly urged the Soviets to cold-
b,loodedly dispose of Amin, invade Afghanistan, and
install their puppet Babrak Karmal as President for arr
eyewash of legitimacy.

The Russian invasion of a non-aligned natiol,
achieved significant objectives in pursuit of their long-
term policy of expansionism. Fiist, it checked the
Afghani muiahidin. With 50 nrillio'n Muslirns in ilre
USSR, and a sizeable number aiready mili,tani, the
Soviets had ample reason for stemming Islamic re-
surgencG, especially with theocratic, pro-US Pakistan
aiding Afgh,ani mujakidin across the border.

Unfortunately, despite the Islamic revival over
continents, there is no meaningful Islamic solidarity
a'cross international borders. Contrary to past tradi-
tions, if Muslims in Pakistan and india combine to
contain the Communist meance, now entrenched ln
Afghainstan, Soviet expansionism can be halted. How-
ever, Pakistan's President Zia-Ul Huq's siraky Islamic
government has sought U.S. rnilitary aid, which can
only add to instead of defuse tension with India, and
aiso aid the Soviets, because of the deployrrrent of
Pakistani troops on the Afghan-Iran border, as well
as on the Indo-Pak border.

Measures such as the introducfiion of the Shariat in
addition to established civil and criminal codes, whiclt
attempt to appease disgruntled Pakisianis, only turn
the wheel of civilisation back to'the Dark Ages, wircn
women were mere chattel, and thieves and adrrltercrs
liad their hands cut off. It is doubtful whether such an
Islamic revival serves any purnose other than bestow-
ing on heads of states a relisious garb for undemo-
cratic acts such as the annihilation ot the opposition.
rvhich finally creates more problems than it solves.

Islamic fundamentalist revivals are akin to Ch'is-
tain and Hindu revivals, in searching for solutions to
problems of modernisation, such as the brea.k-up of
the family, and the break-dorvn of tradirional social
tilores. The latter are nolbnger purelv a Western ohe-
nomena. Religisils revivals are part of the cvclical
chanqes that societv underqoes. from puritanism Ic
modernism and back to puritanism.

While, however, modernisation--attributed to the
West---+hanges society, Communisnr is an ide.olnqv
that supDresses it. Islam like Christ;anitv and Jrrda;sm.
is Semitic and monotheistic, while (6p7n1niern is
atheistic. In the race for flower between fhe IJS and
the USSR, the Islamic nations shoulci realise rhe threat
to religion itself, inherent in the Snvier ad"encement
towards that oil-rich crescent of Third World ni1ri6.q
surroundine the Indian Ocean. An Islamic revivrl with
r policv of modus vivandi arnono th:se netinns i" more
desirable than a revival that curbs sncial chan,res. nnd
piunges civilisation back to the barbarism of the days
before the rule of larv.

PREETH I BIDDAPA
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THE ENGLISH TEXTBOOK
For three years now I have been teaching English

in Bombay at what is known as a "Junior College";
in other rvords, to students of Std. XI and XII, aged
fifteen to seventeen. Aftcr Std. XII many of these
students go on to professional studies (medicine,
engineering) or they bsgin a three-year Senior College
course with more specialised subjects. This means that
Std. XII is thoir last year of "general" education. The
language-in this case, English---course is also taught
at a general, non-specialised level, and as such it be-
comes the nearest thing in the syllabus to an"education-
in-life" course. Perhaps without undue reduction, then,
one could say that the Junior College English course
represents in microcosm the kind of life-education we
attempt to give our students; and the Junior College
English course means no more and no less than the
Junior College English textbook.

With this in mind, I intend to take a good look at
that textbook. Or rather, at the three which are pre-
scribed at the moment. There's a "Higher I-evel"
book, a "I-ower Level" and a "[Jni-level"; but tn
terms of projecting the educator's aims they are all
Unilevel, and I shall treat them as one entity.

The textbook in question consists of selected prose
extracts and poems. The most striking difterence
betrveen this and the oltl-fashioned English textbook
is that the present one has very little time for what
one has so cautiously hgun to call Style. It is clear
that no extract has been included for the grace or
elegance of its language. This shift of emphasis is not
in itself a bad thing. Elegant English becomes a silly
concept in our context, as any teacher will testify who
has tried to bring together a purp'le Victorian essay

and a bewildered class. My objection to these extracts
is not that they do not demonstrate Style, but that
they do not demonstrate the serious use of language.
The life-education which comes from studying English,
or Marathi, or Japanese, is that of being exposed to
p.ecision rather than muzziness; organised rather than
riisorganised material; and above all, the moral and
human evaluation which is indirectly present in a
good story, play, or poem. In other words, it rvould
iome from reading something by Elizabeth Browning,
not a (poorly-written) narrative about her. The inclu-
sion of ihat nanative more or less sums up the reasons
for my crossness with these textbooks. Such a selection
rests on the assumption that the only function of
language is to impart information, which is a sinful
a.ssumption for a language textbook to have. The
choicel naturally, fails to be literary, and succeeds only
in paying a dubious homage to Literature.

i have implied that these selections are unconcerned
with real education through language, and concentrate
instead on a wholesale sup'ply of externals. What are
thr:ss cxtcrurls, attyrvay? As I look at thc list of con-
tents, I say to myself : This educator wants the studcnt
to know something about Literature; hence the piece
about Browning. He wants him io bc patrioticl ltertcc
the sp:ech by Nehru. He wants him to be kind to
animals,; hence the essay about an otter, But he

doesn't want him to get bored; hence the "humorous"

8

piece at the end. What splendid aims these are! And
how is the educator to blame if, at the end of it all,
the student turns out unpatriotic, non-animal-loving,
and bored?
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I How the South was won

- "Good ,[,crd, don't tell me you actually voterl?''
boomed the sculptured voice ol mein hosf clutching
his glass of Ballantine. The exquisite imitation Louii
XIV furniture secmed to freeze in their places as the
hostess nervously fingered the genuina ilrussels lace
(made in l{ongkong) tablecloth, and the cut-glass
knocked against the Wedgewood. The other guests
looked as embarrassed as if they had beerr faced with
ttre disclosure of some dreadful prirnitive rite.

.,-!h" victim squirmed but countered with the question,
"Yes, of coursc, haven't you?

"I never voie while I am in India," replied the host
genially. Iq thl silence that follorved o-nly the mos-
quitn-es of Madras humming in syncopated amazemsnt
rvondered aloud where else in the world an Indian
r;ould vote. Dd our host casi his vote in paris or
Moscow or Madrid?

^ 
The next-.day a plump matron, piime representative

of the middle classes, confided on how she haO votecl.

lhe hq{ risen early on the morning of the elecrion,
rhe said, had her bath and said her-prayers and gone
straight to the temple. "I offered two c6coiruts aid a
basket of flowers for Indira," she said proudly.
"That's why she won."

"But did you vote?" I persisted.
"No, we never vote," she repled. "What's the use

cf voting? The important thing is that she won." The
lady belonged to the "kerosene and onion" faction of
political persuasion and so it was very little usc
arguing rvith her. As everyone will readily agree,
onions are more potent ingredients in daily life than
inere democracy!

. Turryng now to- the _representatives of the working
class, the_wives of coolies working at a building site]
I inquired how they viewed the elections.

. "Very good elections," they replied in Tamil, smil-
ing with d:ep satisfaction. Women in Tamil Nadu are
said to be the main wcrshippers of MGR, the celluloid
god, who leapt straight florit the screen into the Chief
Ministersh.p and stopped their husbands from "drink-
ing". Or at least he tried.

"Did you vote?"

"No," they answered. "We did not vote. We were
given sarees not to vote. All we had to do was stay
in the house on election day." And thus did one
celluloid hero fade from the public gaze.

The intcresting footnore to these happenings is that
following the dissolution of the various State Assem-
bless rcund the country, including that of Tamil Nadu,
the former Chief Minister has announced that he will
be resunring his film carcer in April. 'fhis has caus,:d
rvide sp,read relicf anrongst Ilis fcuralc adnrirels wh,.r
lvill all be waitin-q to see his new filrn in their
"Congress-I" serrees.

2 Cops and Robbers
The Guinness Book of records miy not have notic-

ed it, but the Policenren of Madras wear the widest
short pants in the world. The khaki shorts are starch-
ed and stiffened to stand out like the organdie tutus
worn by ballerinas; and when the Policernen stand on
their pedestals directing the traffic, there are signs on
them in Tamil that I cannot read but which must
surely say, "Pedestrians are requested not to lock up."

One theory for the extraordinary width of this
garment is that it makes it easier for the Police to run
about catching the thieves who are currentiy on the
increase in Madras. Every time there is a robbery,
the Commissioner in charge of such matters no doubt
sends down a memo to the tailori.ng depariment sayine,
"Please increase the width of khaki shorts by two
extra inches." At least one always reads that the
Policemen covering the beat in that area have been
dcubled, and so too their rate of arrests.

Recently an uncle of mine rvas deeply upset when
liis faithful servant-boy vanished into the night air,
soon after the Sunday T.V. show. Not knowing
n hether the weekly melodrama had affected the boy
so profoundly as to lead him to the nearest railway
track, which lvas not so far from the house, my uncle
sent messages to th€ relatives. They arrived on the
scene disclaiming all knowledge of the boy's where-
abouts and demanding his immediate return.

At this point the boy reappeared in the c-ompany
of a lawyei, in a high state bf excitement, relating a

strang3 tale. He had been standing outside the gate,

ire said, after the TV show, when a dozen policemen
wearing their well ventilated khaki shorts and wield-
ing baions, bore down on him and dragged him into
a van.

"Put me down. My Master and Mistress are in the
housb. Let me just ring the bell once," he begged, but
the ballerinas in khati only danced a fevr blows on
his head and asked him to shut up and to let them
do their work in peace. They were- rounding up
criminals. and anyone standing outside a house at

night had to be a criminal.

Faced with this logic, the servant,boy-was reduced
to such a state of ipeechlessness that h-e could not
even remember the t-elephone number of the house,

rvhen asked for it at th'e police station. A sure sign

of the criminal mentality, said the constable in charge,

and locked him up for the night.

It was only towards the evening of - the next day

that the servint boy was returned to the house' The
Police had released him at the behest of a kindly
lawyer who took the boy bagk to my uncle with a

kindly smile and requested him to pay sixty rupees

for the kindlincss.

No conrrnents were available from the Police on

lhis unnusual method for apprehending thieves, but
thc last rve heard of it, tailois rvcrc busv increasinq
the rviclth of khaki shorts by two inchos.



TI{H WORLD OF BOOKS

FORWARD WITH NATURE An Integrated Approach
to World Problems of Technology Energy and Agricul-
ture Dy latindra Nath Mukheriee; Popular Prokashan,
I7I pp Rs. 60
'fhcre is very little writing specifically on the Indian
environment. Most books deal either with conditions
in temp'erate climates or with environment in general-
lumping all the "less developed" countries together.
Jndia has problems which are difierent from those oi
other "developing" tropical countries. It is ndt oniy
physical or material circumstances which affect the
quality and productivity of the land. History, religion
and customs most profoundly affect its well-being. In
these circumstances, any book, article, speech, sym-
poslum, Seminar cr Conference which gives an airing
to the Conservationists' scale of values is tc ba wel-
comed. And any book which is ccncerned with the
Indian environment, and which presumably takes into
account and discusses our own special brand of
troubles, is to be doubly welcomed.

Having, then, in principle, welcomed Mr. Jatindrir
Nath Mukherjee's book Forward with Nature, w'3

proceed to study it. The title page carries a quotatio'r
from "The Mother." We disccver that the author was
"Chief Research Chemrst in Tata Oil Mills, but lett
service at a young age in 1946 and settled in Pondi-
cherry taking an active interest in the Asharm....".
We next discover that the author does not sei himself
any limits, and is preparsd to discuss everything abo,ri
the whole world, its Technology, Energy, and Agri-
culture. Also its economics, its psychological, social
and political problems. Time is short, for all this must
be settled within 112 pages, leaving 60 for Appendices.
No wonder the author gets a bit breathless. "Finally,"
lie says on page 23 "the constantly proliferating
c.dministration of all kinds, political, social, education,
health, welfare, research and development, etc., all
increasingly consuming goods and services, are getting
lnore bureaucratic, more institutionalized, moi'e
nrechanised, more demanding of rnen, materials anl
rrnergy and, hence, increasingly inflationary." The
problems of the mind are taken up on the next page

- "His (man's) guide should be mind and supra-
mental consciousness. But his mind, styrnied and per-
verted by his almost exclusive eco'nomic preoccupation,
cannot disoern his true needs. Artificially created
v/ants serve him badly and banefully and make hinr
ohysically ill, vitally suffering and frustrated, and
nrentally sub-and mis-developed". If the best defini-
tion of thc Environment is "Everything except Me,"
thcn Mr. Mukherjee certainly cannot be faulteC for
overlooking a single item.

Having described all the problems which beset u:,
rvhat of the scluticn? Mr. Mukhcr:iec tells us this in a

short chapter entitled "Thc Solution". "Correcti.io

l0

action should be taken regalding land. Equrtable re-
distribution of land for farming and agriculture should
he done on an urgent basis wherever, as in Indi:t,
there is pressing need for it. All types of land includ-
ing arid, semi-arid, rocky, sandy, eroding, brackish and
even some parts of forest land should be used for re-
distribution for farming. . ."

Unfortunately, the author's headlong style almost
camouflages the one really important plea which he
niakes. This is for tree farming, or social forestry as

is usually called. There is no question that it is the
best hope of saving our country today, but in the heat
and dust of discussing every available world problem,
there is a chance that the reader might miss its impor-
tance altogether. Again, although it is obvious that the
a-uthor sincerely and quite rightly b:lieves that tree farm-
ing on a large scale in India could help to save the
country, his confused style and his inability to sustain
a logical or persuasive argument is a serious handicap.

The diffusion and hysteria of his writing will prevent
readers from taking him seriousl!. Only the converted

',vill know how right he is. The uncoverted, will shrug
it oft as just on-: more excursion into clbud-cuckoo
land.

LAEEQ FUTEHALLY

ACCESS DENIED: The Politics of Press Censorship
by Sean Kelly; (The Washington Papers IV) An:bika
Publications, New Delhi, Indian Edition, 1979. Pp. 80
Rs. 7.50.

The author, a Voice of America correspondent, who
has spent the last twelve years reporting from Africa,
Asia and Washington D.C., was a research fellow at
ihe Centre for Strategic and International Studies,

Georgetown University, for a year. His book is a

study of the growing trend towards international m-
formation control. It is the fourth in a series of the
Ce.ntre's "Washington Papers" dealing with problems
in international communications.

Kelly has limited himself to information in its
narrowest 5gnss-ths news. He has analysed the

'larious forms of censorship: through visa restrictions,
denial of transmitting facilities, harassment of corres-
pond:nts, threat of expulsion or excessive (restricted)
hospitality. How these are implemented is amply
illustrated by many bizarre yet true incidents of news
censorship.

The survcy, though, is madc from a totally American
point of view, and hence appears rather prejudiced at
tirncs. Kelly strcngll' fecls that unlcss thc Western
nations nrake concretc cfforts to dispcl misunderstand-
ing bctrvc:n themsclves and the communist nations -ls
rvell as the Thircl Worlcl, thc Soviet Union, with its
Fastc,m Europcan allics, China, Cambodia, Laos and



Vretnam, and now also UNESCO, who are encourag-
ing information blockage, will continue to do so even
more strongly. Kelly has handled this subject in the
chapter entitied "UNESCO, Moscow and the Third
Woila Complaint." 'fhough UNESCO earlier backed
America and its allies, with many Asian, African and

Latin American countries becoming independant, and
consequently UN mernbers, it has.gradually "lglgjits stand. fhe author is very critical of UNESCO's
rvorld-wide efforts to create national communications
policies and national news agencies. He__ mak:s his
point through detailed examples of UNESCO press

lctivities in Latin America, and at its General Con
ference held in Nairobi in 1976.

Kelly also highlights the Helsinki 1975 Agreement
and iti follow-up in Beigrade in 19'17. The Belgrade
meeting was divided and discussed in three major
portions called "Baskets". Basket III which covered
Human Rights, is examinsd minutely in this book. In
condemning the information-jamming policies of the
communist countries, one must admit that Kelly has
also given instances when even the U.S.A., Canada
and Britain have violated the terms of the Helsinki
rgre€ment. Much of the hostility directed towards the
Western news media by most of the Third World
countries, is due to the fact that these countries
sincerely believe Western intelligence agencies are
indirectly involved in plotting their downfall, and the
Western news media is closely connected vrith these.
The record of the CIA over the past few years and its
use of journalists for clandestine purposes, has only
edded to the confusion.

On the other hand, Americans believe that no press
which is financially dependant either on government
subsidies or on foreign aid (as is the case with most
communist and Third World countries) could really
be "free". Kelly is critical of such a view-point.

That press censorship is rapidly becoming institu-
tionalized is Kelly's lament in "What to do About In-
formation Sovereignty," the most interesting chapter in
the book. Press Freedom has already become an
endangered principle, and this chapter lists the various
rvays in which appropriate action cculd be taken to
protect it. Kelly is full of praise for the World Pr:ss
Freedom Committee, established in 1976, rvhich is
lvorking to bring Third World jcurnalists into closer
contact with their counterparts in the U.S.A., Western
Europe and the developed countries of l.atin America.
This Committee is supported by private media, and
functions in total independence of govermental agencies.

The author advocates this recognition of the threat
posed by nations who do not value freedom of expres-
sion, as a threat to all freedoms, and is critical of the
lact that the United States tr,as not, as yet, realisecl
the urgency of the situation. He feels that the American
news industry has a paramount role to play in resolv-
ing the problems of information sov:reignty.

The book, however, strongly biased, providcs a host
of thoughfprovoking ar{turtcnts, and slrould bc rrf
special interest to lndians who havc be:n through thc
unpleasant period of the Emergency, and know what
Dress censorship is like (Snnrcclnr). Thcy ttrust learn
how to react to it in the future.

SANDHYA BORDEWEKAR
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hEn col-n eNn iipn bony by lamita verghese;
Vikas; New Delhi; 1980; lBB PP; Rs. 60'

"Brides are not for burning," read the caption on a

[-.anner carried by a group of angry young women in
D;lhi, proiesting against the institution of dowry. ln
the lasf felv years, the dowry system has agitated the
minds of educated Indian women, just as abortion has
exercised the minds of women in the West.

The book vividly portrays the horrors of the system'

focussing on the bride. She is faced with pressures on

both sidis-her inlaws expect her to bring an endless

siream of gifts, on pain of ill-treatment; herparents ex-

hort her t"o aO;utt to her marital household. In such cir-
cunsiances, many young women are driven to suicide,

and some are even mur-dered by their husbands and in-
iu*. ftt. abuses of the system leem to have increased

Jurinn the last ferv decddes, with the dominance of

iiu1.fiutitti. attitudes and valtres in Indian Socieiy

resultins in an unseemly avarice for the various gad-

nitt on?tea bv modern- technology. With other chan-

ilels of advanie being relatively limited in the Present
lndian context, it is possible that the do-yry.system
has emerged as an important means of climbing the

social ladder.

Jamila Verghese demonstrates the concern of an

Indian womati over the plight of the young woman of
marriageable age, and of her Parents. A1 the says in
her Prlface, "The book will have served its purpose

if it can save one unwanted wife from torture and

death. . ." She ltas amassed a great deal of information
on the practise of the system, and presents a ferv

interesting case studies. The book's merit lies in thc
numeroui episodes she has described of the mann'i'r
rn which the dowry system functions in India, in spiit
rf the legal strictures against it. Had the author con-
fined herself to such an exercise, psrhaps concentra'-
ing on the "middle class families of Delhi", from wholit
she derives most of her case studies, :nd among whoitt
the system is practised in its harshest form, the study
would have been a major contribution to our under'
standing of the problem.

However, the author has gone on to encompass the
whole world and all of time, within the covers of her
book. She recognizes no historical or geographical
boundaries, as she herself says. (Preface, P. VIII)
'fhe reader is taken on a heady journey through tint-'
and space; ancient civilizations are juxtaposed next io
tr-bal societies, and modern societies set alongsidc
Greek and Roman ones. The reader is confused by th:
vast and wide.ranging scope of the study.

Another methodological pitfall into which the author
has fallen, is to isolate the institution of dowry frcnr
the social context in which it is practised. She ha.;
tried to vievr the problem in the context of womeu's
exploitation in its various manifestations, such as
temale infanticide, child rnarriage, sati, etc. It must be
borne in mind that women's problems p'er se cannot
be seen in isolation, but must be vierved in the liglrt
of the whole social structure, of which it is a pa1t.
Only then can we obtain a balanced view of- tl.c
question.
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In other words, the author has carried out un
exercise similar to that of the early ethnologists, ali'r
called "conjectural scciologists", who tried to explain
tht origins of the institution of family and marria.rc
by deriving numerous examples from many and varlcd
tribal societies. The purpose in adopting a global per-
spective app€ars to be to show us the universality or
the institution of dowry. However, we know that thri
institution is not universal. In fact, in many societie.:,
the reverse, namely bride-price, is practised. The
author herself points to the prevalence of bride-price
in some trib,al societies in Indla, as r,vell as in Africa.

On the whole, the book serves as an eye opener,
rnaking people aware of the magnitude and seriousness
r:,f the problem in Indian society tc.day. Written in a
.,,ery readable style, it is tinged with a sense of humour
and sarcasm aimed at the exploiting male.

LALITA CHANDRASEKHAR

IILECTIONS INDIAN STYLE : by lulario Miranda
& Rajan Ncraycn; laico Publishittg House; Rs. 4.95

Now that the elections are behind us, it is tempting to
ignore this book and comment only of the event 1nd
its aftermath. In retrospect, the sketches and carica-
tures help view the elections in unconventional ways.
It is fitting that the cartoon be the medium for
ft:aturing the greatest number of jokers-our poli-
iicians. One ridicules the rvhole country; the politiCians
and the people, till one realises that the laughter is
really at our own shortcomings and follies.

Mario's sketch on the cover page is striking. A line
is drawn and the race is about to start. But the racing
vehicles are ancient and rickety, unlikely to finish the
race. Mario is also at his best in his caricatures: Devraj
Urs, for examp,le, with his pipe, smoking a pipe
dream, Y. B. Chavan on the wail almost with a sense
of permanence and Mrs. Gandhi on the treasure
lrqnk of Emergency, innocently asking, "Emergency?
What Emergency"?

Mario understands the political situation in India
and the reaction of the people to it. A series of panels
reflects it clearly. What could be more telling ihan a
citizen tossing a coin before casting a vote, more
symbc.lic thai a mugg.3r waiting for "a citizen rushing
to cast his vote. Mario's satire is realistic. His chara-
cters are easily identified: pot-bellied politician, high-
breasted socialites .and starving citizens. The imagJof
e beloved leader totally eclipsed by a squadron of
sofdiers is brutally frank, and the- drawin! of India
1980 BC where our ageing politicians take the shape
cf now extinct creatures ii poigant.

Mario's weakness lies in his rep,etitive effects. The
drawings do not show rr.uch development, and the
characters sometimes vulgarly depiCted, reduce the
power of the irony. Many situations end up being
banal and trivial. fhe s..ipt by Rajan Narayan, serv.
ius as an introduction aml a- commcntary-says just
enough. In a .lan-cuage tha-t's hard-hitting ancl sarcaslic,
Narayan analyses the country, the people the poli-
ticians. As he says, "The nelv sun refirscs to rise.t'

SANTAN RODRIGUES
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INDO-SOVIET RELATIONS: A more Glorious
future by laeih Singh Anand; Sterling Publishers Pvt.
Ltd; p.p.83; Rs 25/-
The question, a glorious future for whom?-India rrL
the USSR, or both?-spring to mind on reading the
suFtitle of this book. Suspicions are aroused on finding
that the author takes pains to point out how magnani-
rnously helpful the USSR has been in its dealings with
rndia. His claims that Soviet assistance has been of
disinterested friendship-indifferent to making India
approve of USSR foreign policy makes his book sound
like the best-or worst-form of Soviet propaganda.
'lhere is no mention of how India has tangibly contri-
buted to IndoSoviet relations, although much is made
of "high-level meetings" between the leaders of th:
two coutries, India's policy of non-alignment, and tho
Principles of Panchsheel, enunciated by Nehru at the
Bandung Conference. Considering that this has been
the so called bedrock of Indian foreign policy, towards
all countries, it cannot be considered as a major oontri-
bution to Indo-Soviet relations.

This salient point has missed the author's atterfion;
and hence, the whole pu{pose of the book is denied
Primarily, a successful relationship entails a give aud
take policy. When there is only a one-way tiaffic or
aid flowing only from one country to the other, there's an acrrte dange_r- of intimidation from thc aid-giving
country into 

_ 
making the other briri<lly accepi the

former's foreigr policy. This is so despite concerted

efforts by the author to show how noble and idealistl:
relations between the two countries are.

He compares U.S. aid with that of aid from the
USSR. The U.S. he says, was agitated when India
refused to side with American foreign policy. Thc
USSR, however, understood and respected India's
policy of non-aligrrment, and continued supplying aid
to build up Indian industries-notably steel-which
the U.S. and Western countries were reluctant to do.
The U.S. he says, only supplied 50% ot the countries
t'ood requirements, whereas the USSR gave unhesi-
iatingly of her vital technologr and know-how. He
fails to mention that while USSR aid is paid for, albeit
in rupees, U.S. aid has been written off during Daniel
Moynihan's term as U.S. Ambassador, in what is
considered by the Guinness Book of Records, as "the
world's largest check." This is but one sample of the
book's almost total attempt to sell the USSR to Indians.
Hence it lacks objectivity, and an in-depth analysis of
how Indo-Soviet relations have benefitted or harmed
the two countries. The last aspect is quite bypassed
by the author, as the subtitle "A glorious Future'
indicates.

In trying to point out how Indian and Soviet
foreign policy objectives are similar, he quotes Leonid
Brezhnev, mentioning "the struggle against colonialism,
aggressive imperialist wars,-anai stlengthening peace,
qnd stabilising international relations". Considering
that the USSR was never subject to colonial rule, ai
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lndia rvas, and considering that India, apart fron thu

a.nnexation of Sikkim and Portuguese Goa, has nevc;

vrased wars pursuing a policy of expansionism as the

USSR has in Czeclosllvakia, Poland, Latvia, Lithu-
ania, Estonia and Hungary, his analogies do not ring
true. As for stabilising the international situation' recent

events in Afghanistan belie the truth of such pro-
nouncements, as "a democratic transformation is

taking place in Afghanistan". Viewed _ against tq.
naked invasion of that country by the USSR, worcls

like "peaceful coexistence," and chapters headed

"Peace in Asia Must Be Preserved", rnake reading
this book an exercise in Patience.

While the Indo-Soviet Treaty of 197 | is given
coverage, the writer has neglected mentioning how
similai tr'eaties of friendship were drawn between the

USSR and Poland, Hungary and Czechoslavakia,
prior to their invasion by Soviet troops. "Good fences

make good neighbours". Mr' Anand has inadvertently
emphaiised the frightening fact that in the case of
Indb-Soviet relations, no such fences exist.

P.I.B.
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THE LIBERAL INTERNATIONAL VIEW
At its 104th Executive committee meeting held rn
Messina, Sicily on 26/27 January 1980, the-Ll debate
centered on an exchange of opinions between leading
Liberals on the preseni world iituation.

The following press statement was released :

"The Liberal International expresses its grave concern
about the rapid deterioration of East-West relations
caused by the occupation of Afghanistan and the
deportation of Sakharov; _

the Liberal International sees t}re Soviet Union,s
inyasion of Afghanistan as a threat to the security
of the r€gron and as a violation of the funda-
mental principles of peaceful international rela-
tions and the indivisibility of detente. The L.I
supports the condemnatim of the Soviet Union
by the General Assembly of the United Nations
and asks for the immediate withdrawal of all
foreign troops from Afghanistan.
the Liberal International strongly condemns the
banishment of Andrei Sakharov: it sees this
move as a serious violation of the letter and the
spirit of the Heliinki Agreements. The Liberal
International asks for the immediate release of
Mr. Sakharov and the reinstateme.nt of his civil
rights.

Bearilg in mind that both the invasion of Afghani-
stan and the banishment of Mr. Sakharov undermines
detente, the LI still beliernes that in view of the nuclear
potential of the two super-powers there can be no
alternative to the continuation of all sincere efforts to
increase the peaceful cooperation between countries

You have

of different social and political systems. While the
Western powers have to make it clear to the Soviet
Union that they cannot under any circumstances accept
rnilitary intervention, they also have to continue the
difficult process of detente.

Following an exchange of opinions on the question
of the Olympic Games being held in Moscow, it be-
came obvious that parties have different stands on
the issue. In view of the fact that the parties have not
yet decided on an offtcial line the LI is not in a posi-
tion to take a common stand concerning the boycott
of the Olympic Games.

The L[ considers in this context the continuation of
the Helsinki, Belgrade and Vienna conferences as a

test case for the willingness of all parties concerned
to continue serious efforts to reduce the arms race anC

the global tension. The LI sees the EEC and Western
Eurdpean democracies as a stabilising factor in th':
crisis. It asks the Western governments to take positive
steps to limit Soviet interference in all parts of the
rvoild particularly in ltre {gy"tgping countries_ by in-
creasing economic and political cooperation between
'he N&th and the South. In this light it welcomes
the signing of a new treaty between the EEC and th.r

ASEAN Sountries due to take place on March 7th
I 980.

It is clear that as Liberals we consider it as the
vital interest of the West to continue, in spite of the
present East-West tension, to support democratic
iorces in countries with dictatorships whatever thtrir
ideological basis may be." *

India's largest hire-purchase company,
Sundaram Finance has over 5,000 safisfied
customers. Many of them have beea
customers of this conpany for more than
l0 years.

Sundaram Finance inspires trust because it
does more than provide finance. It continues
its service throughout the period of
contract.

The people to trust in h ire-p u rchase
Sundaram Finance Limited

over 5,000
reasons to trust

SUNDARAM FINANCE
tt has simplified administrative procedur"-s
for quicker availability of finance. It offers
extended repayment periods and reasonable
finance charges for the benefit of customers.

These are some of the ways through which
the company contributes to the gror-'th of
the road transport industry.

I8O MOUNT ROAD, MADRAS-6OO 006

15



Regd. No. MH By South/264

Onittods
JEANS

&
SHIRTS

$tTear to fitl
fit to weart

X
milton'e limited
trthutrdrc tillr Gompound,
lowr Prnl. Bonbry f00 Olt

hdbl hryoa ouclactcnn nd
.rpotnrt ol nadynodc gon rtt.

r

A

nd}tttonb8 $uitings

GUIDE TO THE WELL-DRESSED
MALE

@
The Raymond Woollen Mills Ltd.

J. K. Building, N. Morarjee Marg,

Ballard Eatate, Bombay-400 038.

lrt turt orclwlvo... mryvrl-hf l

tlfb.,ll A-rE il..l Cryld Ce.f- l, IEE

Published for the Democratic Research Service by J. R.

Road, Bombay 400023 (Phone: 273914) and printed by
Street Bombay 400001

Pair:1, Associate Editor,
hi:r at Kaiser-E-Hind

Freedom First at 127. Mahatma Gandhi
Publishers & Printers 300, Perin Nariman


	328 - April 1980
	Assemblies Dissolved - S. V. Raju
	A Blueprint for National Reconciliation - Hindustani Andolan
	Our Trade Unions - V. B. Karnik
	Voices-1: A Sense of Failure - Nissim Ezekiel
	Voices-2: Revival of Islam - Preeth I. Bidappa 
	Voices-3: The English Textbook - Shama Futehally
	Statement about Ownership
	Encounters of the Southern Kind - Geeta Doctor
	Book Review: Forward with Nature - Laeeq Futehally
	Book Review: Access Denied - Sandhya Bordewekar
	Book Review: Her Gold and Her Body - Lalitha Chandrasekhar
	Book Review: Elections Indian Style - Santan Rodrigues
	Book Review: Indo Soviet Relations - P.I.B.
	The Liberal International View

