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How To Destroy The
Unity of India

NISSIM EZEKIEL

If some one had predicted thirty years ago that by
1980 India’s population would double, our response
can be imagined. But it has happened, and by the end
of the century, another shock of the same kind is
likely to face us.

Suppose we say now that the disintegration of the
country has begun, and will continue relentlessly,
shall we be believed? The ominous signs are all around
us; yet pointing to them and appealing for appropri-
ate policy changes are regarded as alarmist exercises
in futility.

First, there is the communal problem for which
divison of the nation was supposed to be the solution.
Now there is news of the largest minority thinking in
terms of enlarging its numbers by converting a section
of the majority community. Oil money is said to be
available in support of this nefarious strategy. The up-
heaval it will cause is certain to endanger the nation’s
unity.

The terrible prospect of a civil war seems to be
opening up.

Secondly, demands are heard for new separate
states, and sometimes even for independence, ie. for
nations carved out of Indian territory. The special
status granted to Kashmir is interpreted by the Sheikh
himself as a possible step towards full nationhood if
“the people” decide they want it that way.

The picture that emerges of what was once the
Indian sub-continent is this: Pakistan (Muslim),
Bangla Desh (Muslim), Kashmir (Muslim) and no
stable, secure majority for the Hindus in India. The
refugees are always Hindu.
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In addition, if minority Hindu castes, and other
groups neither Hindu nor Muslim (for example, Naga-
land, which is Christian), dream of separate statehood
followed eventually by “national” independence in
order to establish their “identity”, India will undoubt-
edly break up in the next twenty or thirty years.

It is one thing for India to struggle with problems
of poverty, social and civic backwardness, political
disharmony, caste and communal conflict, etc. It is
quite another for India to become a diminished, in-
significant entity among other entities once included
in the pattern of its ethnic and cultural multiplicity.

Nor is it a real solution to the economic and other
problems of the peoples who inhabit the territory.
The final outcome of the present tendencies will be
disastrous for all of them.

Extreme situations, unfortunately, evoke extreme
responses, which in turn exacerbate those situations.
The advantage of an early warning system is that we
can think out the answers and experiment with them
in practice instead of reacting blindly. Let us decide
that appeasement and placating of separate groups,
for the sake of their votes, will never save us from the
dangers we have foreseen.

We must make it clear that separatism is a poli-
tical crime against the unity of India. The valid issues
raised by it should be discussed only on the assump-
tion that the framework never to be touched is Indian
national integrity.

If that is challenged, in the name of democracy,
freedom of speech, secularism and socio-religious or
ethnic identity, it must be indicated firmly that these
are associated with the preservation and not the dest-
ruction of India’s nationhood, in the minds of the
Indian people as a whole. Surely they have never en-
visaged the destruction of India as a price for allegedly
practising the principles evoked.

In fact, we suspect that those principles will be
jettisoned soon after the separatists achieve their real
objectives.
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