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How To D·estroy The 
Unity of India 
NISSIM EZEKIEL 

If some one had predicted thirty years ago that by 
1980 India's population would double, our response 
can be imagined. But it has happened, and by the end 
of the century, another shock of the same kind is 
likely to face us. 

Suppose we say now that the disintegration of the 
country has begun, and will continue relentlessly. 
shall we be believed? The ominous signs are all around 
us; yet pointing to them and appealing for appropri­
ate policy changes are regarded as alarmist exercises 
in futility. 

First, there is the communal problem for which 
divison of the nation was supposed to be the solution. 
Now there is news of the largest minority thinking in 
terms of enlarging its numbers by converting a section 
of the majority community. Oil money is said to be 

available in support of this nefarious strategy. The up­
heaval it will cause is certain to endanger the nation's 
unity. 

The terrible prospect of a civil war seems to be 
opening up. 

Secondly, demands are heard for new separate 
states, and sometimes even for independence, i.e. for 
nations carved out of Indian territory. The special 
status granted to Kashmir is interpreted by the Sheikh 
himself as a possible step towards full nationhood if 
" the people" decide they want it that way. 

The picture that emerges of what was once the 
Indian sub-continent is this : Pakistan (Muslim), 
Bangia Desh (Muslim), Kashmir (Muslim) and no 
stable, secure majority for the Hindus in India. The 
refugees are always Hindu. 

In addition, if minority Hindu castes, and other 
groups neither Hindu nor Muslim (for example, Naga­
land, which is Christian), dream of separate statehood 
followed eventually by "national" independence in 
order to establish their " identity", India will undoubt­
edly break up in the next twenty or thirty years. 

It is one thing for India to struggle with problems 
of poverty, social and civic backwardness, politica l 
disharmony, caste and communal conflict, etc. It is 
quite another for India to become a diminished, in­
significant entity among other entities once included 
in the pattern of its ethnic and cultural multiplicity. 

Nor is it a real solution to the·economic and other 
problems of the peoples who inhabit the territory. 
The final outcome of the present tendencies will be 
disastrous for all of them. 

Extreme situations, unfortunately, evoke extreme 
responses, which in turn exacerbate those situations. 
The advantage of an early warning system is that we 
can think out the answers and experiment with them 
in practice instead of reacting blindly. Let us decide 
that appeasement and placating of separate groups, 
for the sake of their votes, will never save us from the 
dangers we have foreseen. 

We must make it clear that separatism is a poli­
tical crime against the unity <Yf India. The valid issues 
raised by it should be discussed only on the assump­
tion that the framework never to be touched is Indian 
national integrity. 

If that is challenged, in the name of democracy, 
freedom of speech, secularism and socio-religious or 
ethnic identity, it must be indicated firmly that these 
are associated with the preservation and not the dest­
ruction of India's nationhood, in the minds of the 
Indian people as a whole. Surely they have never en­
visaged the destruction of India as a price for allegedly 
practising the principles evoked. 

In fact, we suspect that those principles wlll be 
jettisoned soon after the separatists achieve their real 
objectives. 



The Reservation Trap
ARVIND DESHPANDE

It is true that we are in a trap. But wc can find
a way out if we takc into account certain harsh
realities.

First, it must be recognise.d that no law can
succeed unless there is acceptance of it on the socid as
well as moral planes. To-day, there is an almost com-
plete disjunction between the authority system and the
power processes at the base of our society. It appears
as though the authority that can legitimately regulate
the violence unleashed by deep feelings of economic
insecruity has been paralysed. Nor is there a moral
authority of either tradition or charisma or ideology
that enjoys legitimacy in the eyes of both the upper
castes and backward clases.

Those who frame policies and monitor the power
process, i.e. the politicians, bureaucrats, professionals

and the intellectuals in thc cities have a role in the
creation of social conflict. But the @nsequences have
to be faced by the so-called beneficiaries or the vul-
nerable sections. While the intelligentsia lives in the
world of policies and strategies, the poorest in the
villages have to live in the thick of deprivation and
the play of raw and ruthless emotion and power.

In such a situation, if we think that age-old
prejudices and fears can be suppressed by force, we
will be confusing a temporary victory with success.

That is like opting for winning a battle only to lose
the war.

Similarly, the upper castes must realise that this
is not a question of a civil war between all of them
on one side and the scheduled castes and tribes on
the other. ln the first place, there can be no long-
lasting war between two such unequal parties. Secondly,
we cannot believe that all the work done by our great
leaders in developing a social conscience, right from
Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Vivekananda, Ranade, Gok-
hale, Phule, Gandhi, Nehru, J.P., Dr. Ambedkar et al
has been in vain. As in Lincoln's America, a civil war,
if it comes, will be between those who wish India to
remain one, with certain ideals and values, and those
who have short-term goals, and work to perpetuate
communal prejudices.

As for the leaders of our weaker sections, they
must remember that Dr. Ambedkar always asserted
there can be no substitute for self-respect, pride and
dignity. Their problems cannot be removed by legis-
lation or by condescension on the part of the upper
castes. Like Martin Luther King in the United States,
tlrey too will havc to sing, "Wc shall overct)me'',
through theil own forbcarance. paticncc, tolcrance.
self-resnet'l llntl sttnt'rrrl ,rI th' "rrliahtnl'-'! fr'r111 ll1 .'

uppcl'crtstcs

ll w'orrl<l hc [rt'ltcr il rvc hlrtl rr Nltlionltl I{tr111111

lablc to take rttto itcc()tltlt these rcalittes and rcvicu
trtrr publ ic Polie ics. Sincc it is obvious thllt rcscr\atit)ll
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in higher educational institutes do not makc an
impact on the pcverty of these sections, both the State
and the private sector might consider making a special
c{Iort to create a million jobs every year for the next
ten years, for the scheduled castes and tribes.

A country that could take care of a crore of
refugees (on a basis of crisis management with special
taxes) should not find this an impossible task. What
is needed is frc'e and compulsory education, the spirit
of entrepreneurship. love of self-employment and
effective organisations, to lift millions out of poverty,
rather than the creations of a small counter elite. As
Robert Browning says. "Make no more heroes of Gods:
only elevate the race."

The dead cannot
protest

Have Mr. Sanjiva Reddi and Mrs Gandhi sudden-
ly discovered virtues in the philosophy and principles
that Rajaji espoused? Have Messrs Yeshwantrao
Chavan, B. D. Jatti and S. B. Chavan at long last re-
cognised the validity of JP's movement for total revo-
lution? It would appear so if the participation of these

Gentlemen and the Lady in the Rajaji Centenary Le-
cture and the proposed Memorial Panel for JP are any
indication.

Of course not, you would say. And you would be

right. They continue to be as far away as before and,
were Rajaji and JP alive today, they would have con-
tinued to be highly critical of the present situation and
those responsible for it. But then, this is typical of the
manner in which political mileage is sought to be ex-
tracted by our politicians even from dead men with
whom during their life time they had so little in
common.

Mr. James Callaghan, a lifeJong socialist, is invit-
ed to address the Second Endowment I-ecture in me-
mory of a man who devoted the last two decades trf
his life to explode the myth of socialism. And the way
JP rvas treated by Mrs Gandhi or Mr. Y. B. Chavan
is recent history. By what logic or excuse, if you
please. has Mrs Gandhi the moral right to head a

panel to honour JP? lt will not be surprising if somc-
body thinks of a JP Memorial Lecture and decides
to invite Mr. Bansi Lal to deliver it!

On the other hand, one finds that men who were
closely associated with these two illustrious personali-
ties are nowhere in the picture. In JP's case at least
they had the grace to include Mr. Achput Patwardhan.
but even such a solitary crception is missing where
Raiaji is c\hcerned.

I

A CoRI{LTSPONDBN I

IRFI:lX)\'l I'litSl-

()ur s.



Gandhian Socialis,rn
SMITA BANKESHWAR

Gandhian Socialism is a contradiction in ternls. It
is as ridiculous as capitalist communism.

In the first place. Gandhiji was opposed to socialism
as - pure and simple - it stands for abolition of
private propertv and advocates owne,rship of all means
of production. He was opposed to Government mono-
poly. He stood for competition, as consumers are the
beneficiaries in a market economy.

Twcnty five years of our "Socialism" has brought
-50; of our popuhlion below the poverty line. Full
Sociirlisnr will be ushered in when our entire popula-
tion is brcught below the poverty line iu the next 25
years, unless "reactionarv" groups sabotage thc pro-
gramnle.

Gandhiji believed tlrat Socialism in any form (he nevcr
thought that one day his own people would conjure
up a theory of Gandhian Socialism) must end in com-
plete regulalion of life, iind the total subordination of
the individual to the State. Gandhiji said: "With
economic corrtrcl by the state, the freedom of thought
and freedom of culture also disappear. Under Socia-
lisnr. the citizen is doomed to be swallowed up by
the Statc lf the economic life of our people is brought
under state regulation, the state will obtain a 'will-
ing' obedience to such regulation by moulding the
brains of the citizens and by indoctrination."

"The root of action is in thought, and if action
and behaviour are regulated by the state, thought and
culture must be shaped by it. No administration can
achieve an escape from evasions by statutory compul'
sion," said Rajaji.

"Total economic control must inevitably lead to
nxrre deadly control of thought and opinion, and
ultimately control of soul," Gandhiji said.

The mosi developed countries in the world are
moving away from the disastrorrs path of socialism,
Jupan-and Singapore in Asia, West Germany, France
and the U.K. in Europe, for instance. However. we
in India, still cling to ihis outdated concept, debating
rlnly over the adjectives to distinguish. one from an-

othlr. In fact, there is no difference in substattce in
so far as the socialist programmes of dillerent parties
:rro concerned: the diflerence is only in emphasis. No
}lational Alternative is in sight yet, nor is it going

to emerge unless a party opposed to socialism enlerges'

It is infinitely sad that a fine mind like Atalji should
hawk abou,t Gandhiji's outdated theory of Trusteeship
as though it is its own recommendation, and rrotlring

so sordi-<l as the tests of reason or experience should

soil it! Behind the muddled logic of his theory of non-

at'.;rchmt:ttt, non-possession and wantlessness, there is
l shrclt,d self-containe<t iogic cf its own!

Vcl V dlllclettt vicws, buti, ubuul' lrLllii'iri li;i;l; ' ;:;

tirc ttti:.;s lttti abottt lttttttatt lrcirtgs wiltl arc riclt' liltc
i.cctt cxlttcsscd by ntcn by ntl mcans i;tlcritlr trr Catt'
diriii. llobb':s. iiilt; tlttlugilt hc hlrcl :rt:ii'-"' 'tl tt:'ir'l
sal truths conceLr'ing ltuntan bcirlg.s' hcld that ttictt

in thc ntass arc naturally lnd fundamentally selfrsh'
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cluarrelsome power-hungfy, cruel, pervcrsc. He relied
()n countervailing forces in an organised society.

Atalji is not a bit concerned to explain what he
nleans by trusteeship, why he believes the rich ro be
pcssessed of the altruism demanded of them and,
since the rich have always been with us, why they
did not show this altruism in the past and aie not
showing it now, or why they are supposed to do so
at the flash of a signal from Samtan-agar. Since the
rich are in all shapes and sizes, who among them are
to qualify for trusteeship?

Everything central to the question of how, why and
where the trusteeship concept can operate in practice
is evaded by taring them all for granted! We are all
led straight to the promissed land and told to con-
template how it is a better alternative to capitalism
and communism, how it avoids violence, regimenta-
tion and suppression of individual liberty.

Under "Trusteeship", the felicities are on tap! They
just gush! The hoarding wholesaler, the grocer who
mixes sand with sugar, the tax-dodging publicity-
angling industrialist, who transfers a third of his shares
to a self-crcated charitable trust, the blackmarketeer,
the daooit, the smuggler, the corrupt bureaucrat,
artisan and technician, poet, peasant and priest, will
all excel each other in disgorging themselves of all
they have, wealth, gifts, talent and expertise at the
altar of public good.

The self-deception is in the fact that having started
by expressing a wish that the rich should behave
thus and so, the rest of the argument concerning the
doctrine of Trusteeship is carried on as if the rich do
in fact behave thus and so! Atalji does not tell us
where the transition from "ought" to "is" takes place!

Does the Trusteeship theory proceed from any view
of human nature or human behaviour in the mass?
Does it rest on premises whose truth can be assumed
a priori? Does it correspond with the observed facts
and experiences? The Trusteeship theory has a far
longer lineagc than Gandhiji, and at bottom it stems
from the same ethico-humanitarian religious tradition
in India as alms-giving, cow-worship, and so on.

Atalji has not set out the premises upon which the
Trusteeship theory rests, nor has he defined_thc ope'
rative terms of a mechanism which by definition is

voluntary, and hence outside the pale of regulatory
legislation or accountability. In sum, what Atalii
offers is a kind of happy providentiailism, a Panglos'
sian vision of the world which calls for no effort, no
reformist energy and, above all, no thinking!

If the Geeta or the Sermon on.the Mount has failed
to change thc structure of industry of our society'- I
r,vonder'how the concept of Trusteeship could. The
whole approach is anti'intellectual.

Trusteeship recommended as a means of getting

round the cbercive artparalus of the. -state' and thc
leeislativc rcgulation 

' ctt ttre ownership and use of

'.1'caltlr rrc nlutually antrthctrcal.

No iclcology is going to solve our problems- 0lly
!,''r.'r ..i,r,ii,-' rrrirl 1..1'.'l;'rologv lrc relirbte. Noihing
is s(atic in this rvorld, and every -'istn" becomes otlt-
tii,lc,.l in c()ursc of tintc.
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volcEs 1

Crueial Roles
It is the fate of the intellectual and the artist to

be at odds with their times. Throughout history, a
stable cultural institution has remained an ideal. It is
this instability that gives rise to works of art, and the
rr:le of the intellectual becomes significanr. Tcday,
v;hen civilization is threatened with extinction due tc:
nuclear stock piling, the intellectual has a key role to
play It is he wh.r can be dispassionatc and impartial.
It is true that most intellectuals have their political
afhliatrorrs,. Most find it easy tr) syirl vith the main
stream. Only a few learn how to swinr agrtinst lhe
current.

It is magazines like "Partisan Review", and
"Encounter" which give free scope for intellectuals to
express their opinions. From a rebellious offshoot of
corrmunist literature to a stable cultural institution
wils an enonnous distance negotiated with great
difrculty by "Partisan Review". What enabled it to do
this was continuity of concerns in editors like Rahv
and Phillips.

In Russia, the intellectual life is regulared by
strict political controls and art is controlled by the
State. That is why eminent Russian writers have often
sought refuge in other countries.

Sometimes the intellectuals' political compromises
reflect their personal dilemma. The vulgarities they
commit in the name of "revolution" show that a new
kind of politics is required to accommodate their sense
oi alienation. A new radicalism may be demanded of
the role of artist and intellectual. They should be no
compromise with alleged revolutionary _ "necessity"'
but only comfrontation with the speciai problems of
our time.

The failure of the communist literary movement
has become apparent. The function .of the writer is

to defend tirie values in the prevailing society, to
safesuard the discoveries of Science and knowledge,
to dhampion political movements which furthcr thc'

ideal of a just rePublic.

The role of the writer during war time has been

widelv discussed. During World War II many intel-

lectuals supported the war effort, though they had

AouUtr aUoui it. The creative energy of the artist was

carefullv evoked bv emotionally worded appeals to
fti* put'riotism. Whether the ariist should be at the

."ntt'" of culture and society or an "outsider" is a

O"UutuUt" point. I feel that thc artist should be at thc

."nG, y.t^ free and obliged to create new forms of
consciousness.

wo :rre livins on thc edgc of chatls artd annihi-
lation. What is keeping thc balance lrl the worltl
today is fear. not love. Tlrc fear that tltc othcr nran

is as strong as yotl. prc-r'ents vtrtt lronr launching the

ofl'ensive. 
'But irow long wrll this clitical balarte': last

among thc major powers? A tirne w'ill contc whcn onc

irf the"majot pb*.it gr()\A's strongcr. Horv will thc bal-
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ilnce then bc maintained? Will someone, a barbarian
perhaps, press the button and start an atomic war *lta
rvill bring an end to civilisation? Will reason prevail
over brute force'l

The creative power of the mind is great. In that
lies the future of humanity. .At uo time in history
has man's faith in his reasoning r'aculty been tested
as it will be in the years to come. In such circumsrances,
the intellectual and the artist have a specific responsibi-
lity and their roles may well be more crucial than those
of politicians.

C. RAJU

VOICES 2

On Panhaj Mu,llick
Guzar Gaya Wah Zarnsna is an anthology of

autobiographical insights and contemporary assess-
ments on Pankaj Mullick - the great singer-composer
of New Theatre's era. a votary of Tagore music. The
anthology is published by Pankaj Mullick lvlusic
Foundation. It is in Gujarati and has been edited
and compiled by Shri Ajit Sheth, the well known
singer-composer of Gujarati music and an ardent
student of the late singer.

Though Grzar Gaya Wah Z'arnant is written in
an autobiographical form, the book is not, wisely, an
autobiography in its truest sense. Ajit has of course
closely followed thc two published autobiographical
writings of the late singer in Bengali, one published
in Desh annual during the life time of the late singer,
and the other published poshthumously in the Jugan-
tar Pooja Number. Pankaj was a self-effacive man
and reticent about himself.

Ajit has filled these gaps by doing a lot of
research on the subject. Ever since he met the late

singer in 1957, Aiit has meticulously collected infor-
nration relevant to his enquiry from the singer as

well as from different sources, in bits and pieces -
a scrap here and a scrap there. With all these mate-

rials, Ajit has made arr Independent analysis of Pankaj

ancl his music. These cameos have been added by

Ajit to the original biographical writings to make his

book an anthology of insights and assessrnents of thc

gleat singer.

As is evident from the text. a great many ,people
contriLuted their thoughts on Pankaj's works, loaned

[ii;tr-ono guu. intervlews. Ajit himself.has hundreds

; i;tt";; ilittrn by the late iinger to him' He has

in.tua"A cxtracts fionr these letfels, published inter-

"i.*t "n.f 
articlcs by various authors and musicolo-

s;;,;:' ;;J ,,,br.".' rrf rttu.i., "'i':'rillir')'r:r;' 
'rr''{istrs rrnr!

i:tllcltBtrc,. rtl tlrc lrtl,' tiitut'r'

i;;! r. , lir F.:lnlUt J),',,.,i's r orilPclling ac-
, \Jll lr({ \ (t!!! \.1

courrt oi itcr life ancl tinles in Shobarcy Ami Nomel''

.,,i"Ui.rsr"piticrit n:rltl'igs o1 Prafulla Chandra iVlahal-



nobis and Hirendra Kumar Ijose. He has also used
a lot of reference material which he collected over
the years for scripting the sponsored programme
Kohinoor Geet Gunjar broadcast over Vividh Bharati.

Ajit had the opportunity of knowing Pankaj
intimately. He and his wife Nirupama learnt Tagore
music under him and accompanied the singer on
many of his recitals in Bombay and Gujarat. This
further helped Ajit to make a deep study of the late
maestro's music. In the last two decades, he has
written several articles on the singer. These articles
lay scattered in the pages of Gujarati, English and
Hindi journals and periodicals. With the invaluable
help of his wife Nirupama, these articles written during
the life time of Pankaj, read and approved by him,
were retrieved and used in this book. It is divided
into 16 chapters. Each one opens with a song from
Tagore sung by Pankaj.

The mountains of information necessary for a

study of this nature could not have been accumulated
by Ajit without the help of the Pankaj Mullick Music
Foundation. It proved to be a model sponsor for this
project. It has in its possession all the ol4 78.rpm
iliscs of Pankaj songs, old New Theatre's film li1s1a-
ture carrying all lyrics, and a library of tape record-
ings of the late singer's stage recitals. All these were
made available to Ajit while preparing the bor:k.

This fint well researched anthology is an extra-
ordinary work on Pankaj, and deserves to be trans'
lated into Hindi and English for a larger audience.

YASHVANT TRIVEDI

vorcEs 3

I fear, easped at ripples of laughter emanating from
sections of the audience at the most cathartic moments.
For instance.

lt4a:beth: (after the murder, to Ladv Macbeth)
But wherefore could I not pronounce "Amen"?
I had most need of blessin_s, and "Amen"
Stuck in my throat (Act II, scene 2)
or,

Macbeth: (to Lady Macbeth after plotting the murder
of Duncan)

Bring forth men-cfrildren only;
For thy undaunted mettle should compose
Nothing but males. (Act I, scene 7)

Painful as these mistimed sniggers were, they under-
scored an emergent danger in staging Shakespeare
before unknowledgeable audiences. The sources of
most of Shakespeare's plays have to be reckoned with
because they fill in the gaps between the local allu-
sions with which his plays abound. Mscbeth is no
exception, although its dramatic intensity is strong
enough to carry the play through on its own.

For the action of the play, as is well known,
Shakespeare borrowed heavily from Holinshed's Chnt-
nicles ol England, Scotlqnd and lreland (1577). Shak-
espeare's audiences were able to view the play in its
historical context. We are not so fortunate, and many
aspects of Macbeth which were clear in Shakespeare's
day are less apparent to us.

For instance, the succession to the Scottish throne
after Duncan was a ticklish subject. According to old
Scottish law, were Duncan to die before his eldest son
Malcolm came of age, the throne would have to pass
to Macbeth as Duncan's nearest adult kinsman. Both
Duncan and Macbeth were aware of this, and each,
in his own way, tried to ensure that the crown would
pass to him or to his progeny - Duncan, by pro-
nouncing Malcolm Duke of Cumberland while yet a

INDU SARAIYA
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Macbeth in Bombay-

. _r1 
w1s_with.great expecratio-ns that we nocked to ilj"oft,,?#*n#*Hfi,1:f#j',""flffffin X*:tli

the Homi Bhabha Auditorium for the opening night un.l
of Macbeth, performed by the Cambridge Theatre
Company of Britain. Greit expectations, 

-because it For audiences unfamiliar with these facts, the

had scoied a triumph immedialely before with Brian actors, directors, and indeed the whole troupe are

Clark's llhose Life- Is It Anyway?, and because it is twice put upon to convey deeper meanings into the

a special pleasure for Indians to see and hear Shakes- whole action.of the play, and,the.deeper meanings are

peare in performance by his countrymen. what one Trjsed in this production as a whole. As
_ explained, Macbeth succumbed to human temptation

So many aspects of a play in.production make or in'murdering Duncan. but he became inhuman'in his
break a play: the imposing or unimposing atmosphere subsequent irurders. If Brian Cox as Macbeth had
of the theatre itself, the director's vision of..the play, conveyed the additional dimensions of urgency and
the evocation of a. spirit in the audience willing to be aggrievement in his otherwise strong portibyai, and
led away. on the.tide oJ a s$rep- experience, and the nid ne built up a crescendo of despEra^tion dittr each
composition of the audience itself. successive murder, he would have 

'achieved a more
The theatre. accoustically and visually, could not moving end.

have been better' The director's projection :i^t|| P]lI rhe rolc of Lacly Macbeth is the second pivoralwas a subject of lively debate in ryanv *::1.:' 1,19 ,"nr., oi'praye<r uy c,i,nma iones. it was conceived asthe cast of several characters- played tht{.|":l:]l1llt ,,'.lruru.i..'in torality. -fhe 
scenes t'rf the weird Sistersthe anticipated excellence' where the otY..t:T::tt]; *.t.-'^n.r cffectivelv r,lonc. and r.r,cre si'cn thc rrrr,'

lrcrhaps. u';ts itr hrtvint' lr trtit nf 'rr'rr11ti'11
rr ran,iliar *irrr Shrkcspcarc {h' .rh.r r.rr'cr_::1,i..:': lii:'lJ,.j:;;,ili'i:iLi:i::ffi }i:i,lx'lil:lr*:,in,li l}I:
the cold. Shakes.peare's magic can be elusive' lrnlL.ss ()rrt' ,,in.,,,i'iun.rr'rtrrral inflrrences .n hum.n actions.is rrl honre in his lanstragc llntl his u'orl<l

Audience Response

I\larrv ol Lrs in the audicncc. anrl sonre orr s(:r!'c

k,:



ftnowledge
ls its own justification
and its own reward."

rThrough scholarships, ths
,Tata Trusts enable inteliigent
,young men and women to
.pursue higher education.

AtaHemt fonnmerfit
Today, Tata scholars are to be
found among scientists, engineen
doctors and administrators-
people who shape the destiny
of generations to come.
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WANTED: A new broom for the Ministry of
lnformation and Broadcasting

MEHRA MASANI

New brooms are supposed to sweep clean but
Mr. Sathe, Minister for Information and Broadcasting,
seems set to make our broadcasting system muddle
along much as before.

Since assuming power, Mrs. Gandhi has declared
that Radio and TV are organs of the government and
will remain so. Mr. Sathe had perforce to say the same
but, once again to soothe angry protests, he has ap-
pointed yet another Advisory Panel to suggest how to
restructure the Radio and TV services and improve
lheir working. The Chanda Committee and the Ver-
ghese working group had already made all the requir-
ed suggestions !

The newly appointed Advisory Panel under the
Chairmanship of Mr. G. Parthasarathy, a distinguish-
ed figure in lndian public life, has members drawn
from literature, the arts, and journalism. It even has
four old broadcasting hands. But no matter how sound
and far-reaching their recommendations may be, they
will prove of no avail in imprwing the serviie becausL
they will not succeed in one essential - persuade the
Government to get oft the backs of the broadcasters.

The Panel must p€rforce restrict the scope of its
recommendations to the Government's ideas of how to
improve our broadcasting service: and what, if any
might those be?

Mr. Sathe has stressed two items for progress.
He says he wants to inject professionalism in the work-
ing of the two media and he expects to do so by the
grant of "Functional Autonomy" which, he hopes,
rvill improve their performance and make them eftect-
ive tools of national development.

What the Minister does not know, and what his
new committee will hav; to bring home to him, is the
impossibility of introducing professionalism as long as
the media are under Government control.

What does greater professionalism imply I
The staff must be selected for their special apti-

tudB for broadcasting and must treat it as a vocation.
This is not possible when they are selected by thc
Union Public Services Commission as civil servants.

Inevitably. broadcasting becomes a career. like
any other in the government, and not a profession. lt
has also not been possible to attract the best available
talent on the low salaries which government service
offers.

The staff must also be trained for specialized work
of diflerent kinds and allowed to seek excellence in
their respective fields. How can they when. as govern-
nrent employees. they are shunted about accorcling t(l
the short-ternr requirenrerrts of manning posts rvhich
f:rll """'1,'t. l; iiJ lrrUrilt)iiri aceot(liltq trr thc demantls
rrf lt ltit:ntrchicltl iLrrvi,.c'.)

Prtll'essiorralisnr irrvolvers a sense of rcsponsililiilr
lL't :.tttc's *or k. llow curr thrs b,c rec.orrciled rvith thr.:
cltrpcntlant position of an cntltloyec of thc govcrnntertt'.)

I

Trained broadcasters find that their professional judge-
ment has to be sst aside if it conflicts with their posi-
tion as civil servants, which, in authoritarian count-
ries like ours, means projecting the personality of the
"leader" and adjusting news values to those of the
government.

Broadcasters can hardly set professional standarcls
and see that they are maintained if, every now and
then, these standards have to be abandon6d under in-
structions from the government.

How does a broadcaster reconcile with his pro-
fessional ethics the obligation to broadcast the p;imo
Minister's speeches, as President of the Congress (l),
not in the news bulletins but as special featuie items?
There is no distinction between the party and thc
Government. AIR and Doordarshan hive-no written
charter which would enable them to resist political
pressures.

What does the Minister's gracious agreement io
grant functional autonomy mean? It should mean
that the news staff must report events objectively, and
the entire staff must be able to decide in what manner
and to what extent publicity should be given to gov-
ernment's activities and policies. Unimaginative 1nd
heavy-handed use of the media have to -be 

avoided.
The heads of AIR and Doordarshan must be

given more administrative and financial powers to
improve their services. and to recruit the right kind of
people to man them. The present control by bureau-
crats in the Ministry of Finance, and of Information
and Broadcasting leads to unbalanced budgeting, leav-
ing very little_ money for programmes. Directors of the
two institutions also need greater powers to modern.
ize their equipment.

Is there any basis for assuming that such "Func-
tional Autonomy" will be granted? Is it conceivable
that a news editor, who is an employee of the govern-
ment. would dare to omit from the news bulletin rrr
insipid and repetitive speech by the Minister on thc
grounds that listeners would not be interested? Could
a news commentator possibly analyse the government's
inability to govern? Such freedom for broadcasters is
only possible if broadcasting is regarded as a public
service, and not as an instrument of propaganda for thc
government.

The Minister's anxiety that the media should play
an effective part in the development of thc nation ii
commendable. ln fact, all his predecessors have claim-
ed that broadcasting is intended to aid in thc pro-
ccss of social change and development. But as tools
of lhc governntent. Raclio and TV lack the creclihilii,.',r'l th,' 'r,l;':,.';:-, i.., "iu rt,. 

'i 
;lt, \\,tonu polreles frlllorij-

t'<l h1, llrt' g(-).,'cntilldlti 
' 
r\ j1 ntlyl-\ ycais Iayc retardc(l

their growth.
I -:l u:, stari wiiir Iiadro. lhere are approxinrately 2.5

nrillion rarlio rece ii'e rs. of u,hich alnrost'20 rrrillion- are
irt thc citic:r. Thc 5 or fr ntilliorr irr lhe cotrntrvsi<Jc arc

t
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with the rich farmers and land owners, government

officials posed in the districts, and so forth. Even if
we concede that all the receivers are with the farmers.
this works out to one receiver per 100 persons.

Community listening is now dead. There were at
one tine about 80,000 community sets in the villages,
but State Governments were incapable of maintaining
them in working order and as many as 5Afo were out
of order on any given day. So, after 40 years of orga-
nised broadcasting, the Radio serves the middle class

and the rich in the cities and does not serve the farmer
in the village.

As for TV, there are 700,000 sets all of which arc
in the cities. Most of these have been bought by the
rich at Rs 3,000/- p€r set for watching Hindi films,
which are shown regularly. This is a pattern found all
over the Third World. The governments of these coun-
tries find it politically more rewarding to concentrate
their publicity and propaganda in the urban areas.

Why are there not more radio sets in the country-
side? Because the poor farmer cannot aftord to buy
the set, but also because the one-hour rural program-
mes broadcast from the big cities are of no use to rural
listeners-

Programmes are broadcast on a single channel
from most stations, and all the difterent types of pro-
grammes have to be crowded into the twelve hours or
so for which the radio stations op€rate. TV stations
function for only three or four hours. Time has to be
allotted to programmes for women, ,for children, for
schools, for farmers, for minority linguistic groups.
and for others, while providing news, comment and
entertainment for the general public. Small wonder
that everyone feels cheated of his due, and that the
least vocal group like the rural listeners should ger
the least favoured tr€atment.

The case for local radio was made as far back as
in 1967, when the Committee on Broadcasting and In-
formation media argued that this alone could meet
the needs of development. It was pressed again by the
working group on Autonomy for Broadcasting in 1978.
The Government of India, like others of its kind, does
not favour decentralisation of authority, of transmis-
sion. of programme planning, and so on. ln the sixth
plan. only 5 local stations have been approved, al-
though the Planning Commission now realizes that only
through such stations is communication with rural
India possible !

But the item of progress which Mr. Sathe has talk-
ed of most is the introduction of Colour TV. On as-
suming office he declared that he would have a com-
munity colour TV set in each of India's 850.000 vil-
la_ees! Later he modilied his ambition to the introdur;-
tion of colour TV in the existing TV Centres. which
scrl'e only some urban areas. Ilut nrosl rccently hc has
turncrr'iri-lt :acily cottuludc(.1 tlrat ()nly ir cotnntercrai i\
(.lrannrl eould rflord Colour I\. lcrt t.ltrs lrclatctl
v, isclorn \\'0 n.lr.lsI be thankl'ul.

Thc vicws ol stlltre scictttists oirpttsirtu tllc itttr,r-
cltrction ol'colour J'V on various grounds. ancl thc
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awareness of the enormous cost of the venture made
the Minister scale down his original plans.

ls all this muddled thinking'l Whar can we look
{orward to'l Nothing much. Mr. Sathe himself has
complained of the very meagre funds allotted to his
Ministry. Therefore, no improvement in programmes,
no increase in fees for artists to attract the best avail-
able talent (only 6fo of AIR's meagre budget is spent
on artists), no extension of the service to reach rural
listeners, and radio and TV will continue to churn out
the unimaginative routine programmes to which most
people are reconciled. TV will continue to depend
heavily on the Bombay film industry for its "popular"
programmes. Wanted: A new broom for the Inform-
ation and Broadcasting Ministry.

Fbee Inquiry
BOX 55, KENSINGTON STATION, Buffalo, New

York 14215 - Published By The Council for Demo-
cratic and Secular Humanism.

We are pleased to announce the publication of a
rrew journal , Free Inquirv.

The task of Free Inquiry is to defend the posi-
tions of freedom and secularism in the contemporary
world.

In recent years the world has witnessed a massivc
resurgence of fanatical doctrines. The fundamental
premises of the modern world and the Enlightenment-- the commitment to scientific evidence and reason.
the value of individual freedom, and the view that
superstition can be eradicated by increased education

- have often been replaced by positions which are
blatantly irrational.

Evidence demonstrating the extent of this intel_
lectual myopia can be found in the rapid $owth and
popularity of Christian fundamentalism, faith healers.
and charismatics in the United States, nationalistic and
Chasidic Judaism. the expansion an<l fervor: of somc
Islamic sects, the growth of Asian cults, and the new
fascination with bizarre paranormal beliefs.

Free lnquirlt will be devoted to the analysis of
religious inconsistencies and their social consequences.It will express a secular humanist point of viiw, cri_
tical ol' the assumptions and practices of ideological
dogmas. yet committed to lhe defense of fhe ,r"p.n,
pluralistic and denrocratic society.

Thc Editorial lloard includes V M. 'l.urkurrrlc.

iur rrrur Suprcrrrc Lout't J udge, president. Ra<liclr i

ilLrrilr rri:t ,\r;r,oiratron. Iitdiu. arrrong others.
'I ltt' 

'q1l.s1 
1.ipti1lt ltrt; i: ) l-.{j0 i)ur }car tlrul.rlislr-

cd quarterly). Paul Kurtz. Editor. Profcssor oi Philo-
st'rplt1'. Statc []rrivcrsitl' ol' Ncri Ytrrk ir{ llLrllalrr. I I.S.,\.



TI{E WORLD OF BOOKS
NIRAD C. CHAUDHURI by Chetan Karnani,
Tu,ayne Publishers, Boston. 1980. Pp. 140.

This remarkable book on Nirad Chaudhuri dis-
cusses the controversial writer who presently resides
in Oxford. It gives a thorough insight into the person-
ality of a Hindu who is regarded as a Hindu-baiter
and has a contempt for everything Hindu, philosophy.
art, etc.

Nirad, whose egotism is difficult to tolerate, ranks
with V.S. Naipaul and others in being unsympathetic
commentators on India. Discussing the Hindu's Europ-
ean Soul in Chapter 4, Dr. Karnani laments, "It is ir
pity that both Chaudhuri and Naipaul are attracted
to things that smell foul". Nirad always appears to be
looking for denunciatory things to say about Indian
life. He comes down heavily on Konarak and Khaju-
raho but is silent on Indian music and dance since he
does not have anything harsh to say about them.

Quoting from Prof. Ezekiel on The Continent ol
Circe the author is extremely critical of Chaudhuri's
"defective literary sensibility". He adds that he is
determined to parade his learning, quoting from
Shakespeare, Pope, Kipling, and makes statements,
"which are only superficially relevant in their context."
Karnani is caustic about Nirad's cavalier atti-
tude toward Indology, which shows that though the
British Empire has disappeared from India, its ghost
still survives.

In the chapter titled "To Live or not to Live",
the author refers to Chaudhuri's series of ,four articles
titled "Why I hate Indians" where he alleges that
Hindus cannot believe men and women may meet for
purposes other than sex.

Chaudhuri is orthodox in his attitude to working
women. In the West, one loves and then marries, itt
Hindu Society, one marries and then loves. However,
he contradicts himself by denouncing the Western
system of marriage as frivolous and ridiculing their
divorces. Though Chaudhuri expressed dissatisfaction
with the Indian system of marriage in his first work,
he makes a trucE with it later in Passage to Englond.

In the chapter Between Tradition and Modernity,
Karnani chastises Chaudhuri for his double standards
in many matters. To cite an example, in submitting
manuscripts to a British publisher he is exacting and
meticulous. for the Indian he is careless and slipshod.

Chaudhuri has a poor opinion of those writers
who express themselves in the regional languages, say-

ine thai they do not make any impact which can be

caTled intellectual. He has retracted from this in a

recent article in the Tinrcs of India.

Scholur Extruordinar.v is a brilliant portrait of
h4ar Muller which Karnani calls a painstaking piece

of research, at the same time calling it dull reading in

;r:"t';. Cl;rr:;1.'l'i,ii,.illi', Cli;u.lliuri indiilgc.' ii, 1,.',1-

mics in onc of thc chaptcrs in this book too.

Karnani's book docs not cover Nirad C' Chau-

cllruri's book p'trblishcd in cq! t-!]!-titled '/11N'DL'-

t.su: ,t RELiGION 7-o I'lvE BY' (R.1. Publications.
Nov Delhi. Rs. 80/-).

Io

Karnani mentions in his concluding pages that
though Chaudhuri was a passionate partisan in the
Indian nationalist movement, he had no liking for
the methods of Mahatma Gandhi.

K. BALASUBRAMANTYAN

TRAVELLING IN A CAGE. By Dilip Chitre. Clear'
ing House, Pp. 83. Price Rs. 20/-

This is the first volume of poetry in English by
a noted Marathi writer. It is divided into three seclions.
Section I was written in the U.S.A., II in Bombay, and
III is one long poem, "Ambulance Ride". What is
puzding is the unequal quality of these poems, as

disparate as the worlds they represent.
The opening section explores the theme of alien-

ation from which the title derives. One's first impres-
sion is of flaccidity, a lack of poetic tension which oc-
casionally makes the free verse indistinguishable from
prose:

I am homesick, which is stupid of course,
I was never a famous chauvinist back home,
Nor is America not beautiful. But I am terrified
Of such glowing youth, such exquisite innocence...

f'Poem in Self-exile")
This passage exemplifies another weakness: instead
of being shown the quality of an experience we are
merely told, "I am homesick... I am terrified". Some-
times this degenerates into a hortatory tone that is
irritating

"......I will teach you
Other ways of growing old, other ways of dying".

Dying being so personal a matter, the reader can be

foigiven foi waniing to do it in his own way. And the-
"I"- obtrudes like a nagging presence in too many of
these poems. Chitre disdains the use of a persona,

thus limiting the scope of his meaning.
It is further limited by the vague cosmic imagery

he prefers. Planets, galaxies, the univ-erse are beyond
the'imaginative scopE of mere mortals. Ideas ima-ged

in thesJ terms, having no concrete focus, spread like
chocolate cake on a hot afternoon:

What remains is the clear knowledge of the night
Into which the mouth of your birth has opened
-I-he 

universe continues to fall like rain
On the earth of your being furrowed by its own
waiting" 

(poem 15,

A tendency to overstatement is apparent in the

use of repetitioir which appears-to have no poetic func-
tion othei than to fill gaps in rhythm or impose a

mechanical pattern. For example, the weakest poem
in the colleition, "Ambulance Ride"' consists of a

series of pointless verbal variations:
"Remember... I remember... I can only remember
...I even remember... Do you remember". and
so on.
This elegv on the death of a friend is further ffaw-

cr.l by iapses ol taste. What. tor lnstance, ls one l()

nrakc of thc iolloiving cottccit'/
And I warit the calm
r\warctrcss of tictails
'[he syntax, the structttre
The subject. thc vcrb

x
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And thc object of your death...
And the interrogative, the subjective, the accusative'l
One could go on like this indefinitely without any pre-
tention to poetic talent. Rhyme is used sporadically,
ivith unhappy results:

There is an april in every year

And there is a sunday in every week

And there are fewer friends every year

And life is bleak

The facile sentimentalism of these lines would be ap-
propriate in a school-girl's autograph book, but it is
hardly so in a book of serious poetry. Banalities such
as these point to a lack of genuine feeling.

To turn to the Bombay poems is to move into a

new poetic environment. The ubiquitous "1" is not so
evident as the titles of these poems show ("The View
from Chinchpokli", "David Moore Ascends Heaven",
"Panhaha",), and where it appears it is cut down to
size. The change is apparent in the first poem itself.
No longer is the poet "Krishna playing his flute/ Un-
recognised by cows and the people of Vrindavan"
/Poem l4). He is warmly human.

At Chinchpokli......
I plot seductions and rapes, plan masterpieces

Of evasion. The loudspeakers blare at me.

Bedbugs bite me. Cockroaches hover about my
soul.

Mice scurry around my metaphysics, mosquitoes
sing among my lyrics.

The tone is self-deprecatory, almost sardonic. The
poem signals another change. The entire paraphernalia

of planets and galaxies is discarded. Life is here in its
concrete actuality, and what a relief ! A rclief on an-
other level too, to be back in the familiar world of
full-stops and commas, of which there is a marked
paucity in Part I and a total absence in "Ambulance
Ride".

These are poems about people, places, poems or
gentle mockery, of nostalgic remembrance of the past.

The poet's eye is constantly on the object, which he

depicts with integrity. There is no shrinking of ungla-
morous detail, no eftort to sentimentalise. Nor does
Chitre make a cult of obscurty for its own sake as

some lndo-English poets appear to do.

The style is bare, nondescriptive in the best

sense, each detail being allowed to speak for itself'

This results in a series of movingly evocative pictures:

rhe house of his childhood. forlorn and empty: his

father commuting honewards on the late evetting

train. his clothes soggy and mud-stained. his bag tall-
ing apart. "getting off the train/like a word dropped

fronr a long sentettce". Bombay is an tlbsessivc thentt:

rr rrir t.'iirtre . Dal k citl tttutit iu,t,,,,.,u: L1 t'rii ..1; i,,*.'
ri itlr its lilth, its iurrnted tnrliic, its pittatlor.cs \llrrl
rnctl trp in lho gentJcl architecturc of Victoria Tcrrtti-

rrus. "tlrat .sothic fottr;datiorl ol our ttlcldet ttit-v.''

ZERIN AI{KI-ESARIA
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YOU'RE IN GOOD COMPANY WITH
COOD COMPANY - LIKE
SUNDARAM FINANCE

A COMPAN\', 26,000 DEPOSTTORS
BET,IEVE TN

Yes, Sundaram Finance looks back on
over 26 vears of dedicated service. Service
that has helped it grow from a company with
a capital base of Rs. 2 lakhs, to one with a

paid up capital and reserves exceeding

Rs. 372 lakhs.

The total assets of the company as of 3lst
Dcccnrber 1979 exceeded Rs. 1.5 crcnes ancl

the company has on its rolls over 6,700

customers and 26,000 depositors.

REPUTATION FOR RELIABILITY

Each year more and more customers and

depositors come to Sundaram Finance,
because, over the years the company has

built up a reputation for reliability
and service.

The shares of the company have also

registered substantial appreciation-proof
ol' growing faith in the organisation.

WE OWE IT TO YOU

You have helped us grov\,, hclped us to
serve the road trlrnsport industry and most

of all helped us to serve you.

No wonder Sundaram Finance is the iargest

Irirc purchase company irt Inclia. today.

STJNDARAM IIINANCE I,II'IITED
r,\,/ ;!rtJt .i l\(.r/\t.,,

i\'lAI)it AS rr(ro itt)t'.

A

lt



Studying the problenns
of women
Pratima Asher talks
to Neera Desai

Dr. Neera Desai, Professor and Head of the Dept.
of Sociology at the S.N.D.T. Women's Universitl',
Bombay. is also the Hon. Director of its. Research
Unit on Women's Studies. Her special interests
centre on the Sociology and Education of Women.
She has authored and edited many books on this
subject, both in English and in Gujarati. Wontert
itt Modertt India (Znd ed. 1977) is one of them.
Dr. Desai's most recent work which is in press, is en-
titled Trends ol Change: Studies in Media Res,ponse

to the Womeis Moventents. She has also published
many research papers in professional journals and
participated in national and international conferences
and seminars on Women's problems. She holds several
ofticial positions in academic bodies, including the
UGC, and is a member of the Board of Studies in So-

ciology in various Indian Universities.

On a popular level, Dr. Desai has written and
lectured extensively on Women as well as participated
in discussions on T.V. She is married to Dr. A. R.
Desai, a fellow Sociologist, and they have one son.

In this interview, PRATIMA ASHER talks to
her about the Research Unit she heads, in particular,
and related subjects in general.

0. Is the 'lYonlen's Studies Unit heuded by you the

only one of its kind in India?

A. When it started functionnig in 1974, it was the

only one of its kind. Even the ICSSR cell for
women's studies came into existence in 1975. r\
couple of other centres have come up since then.

0. llhen the idea of tlris unit was projected, whut
role did vou want it to ploy?

A. We had two or three ideas in mind to start with.
As you know, the SNDT University has pioneer-
ed the cause of bringing women into higher edu.
cation. We thought that it was necessary to ana-

lyse the whole problem of women's status in India
in a systematic manner. We also felt that such a
Unit should be the repository for information or,
Women. So we concieved the idea of a Docu-
mentation Centre where this informaton would b,;

easily accessible.

a Huyc t'ott s'ucceedcd itt acltievirr.q vrntr ititial ,qoul'.'
Hrtt,r, vrtrt ,'r.p,. .[.lr tlr,. ,',,,"1 t,' ,1,,,',,,,, ,.,,r',. 1,,,,,

ultttr': lltc vtt.t'.'

;\ Our initial uruls lruvc Lrccrr irchier r:tl to u t'rrrrsi
clerabic cxte rlt. lJul we have changcd our locus tr,
some cxtcnt. (iradually, thc unit has cvr'rlvecl intrr

t)

a body which takes up action-oriented pro-
grammes too. After studying Women's problems
for some time, we realized that something had to
be ,<lone to improve the situation. some activiit
had to be undertaken, and we have attended to
this. We are now not purely a research body, but
a research-cum_action bcdy.

a. Cctn 7,<trt tnentiotl sorne ol the projects you lnvt
ttndertaken? Hon' do you r.hooie a project? Who
does the u'orl: tttr it:,

A. You sec, ours is a very small Unit. We have
meagre funds and, besides me, the permanent stafl
consists only of two other research associates.
Extra people are hired as and when the projects
come up. Ordinarily we have many commission-
ed projects. The Council of Scientlfic and Indu-
strial Research, the ICSSR and the UNICEF are
some of the bodies with which we have associat_
ed ourselves. Of course some projects are taken
up rndependently by the Unit.

An Advisory Comrnittee composed of experts fronr
the field of women's studies ^and 

education meets
every year to review the proposals put forward bythe Unit, and makes rec'ommendaiions on them.If some immediate action is to be talin, a small-er commttee headed by the V. C. takes the deci-
sions. Some of the commissioned projects we have
completed are on Women in ftiinc6, Non_woih-
ilg w.omgn Science Graduates, the' Impaci-of
Urbanization and Modernization on ' Rurai
Women, etc.

On its own initiative the Unit has prepared a con-
tent analysis of regional journals, evaluate.d continu_
ing education programmes, as well as studied the
Image of Women in the Work of Women Writers.
Recently, we have also taken up an action pro_
gramme for integrated rural development in nine
villages of South Gujarat.

O. lVlmt e.ractly are these prograntmes like?

A. In a town called Udhwada, 100 km from here,
there's a Women's Organization which has been
working for the last 25 years. They have their
own schools and educational institritions for trr-
bal people. Associating ourselves with them, we
surveyed the 9 villages, particularly their social
conditions and needs. On the basis of their find-
ings, we have undertaken a three-pronged action
programme concentrating on Education, Health
and Income Generation.

Our report revealed that the quality of teaching was
not very good, so we had to consider the improve-
nrcni ol' lhe entire teaching-learning process. Therc
is rampant poverty in thise villagis ancl somc
rrr,..rn.. ,rf l.ti,r:i,:... ,.. ll.liliti,,i.-l ,,,,u,,r, ir.ti tu i,;
dc'vised. Onc of thc villasrs, frlr cranrple, is ir
li,shing village u,hcre thc tr-ibal rvonrcn nake nets
rrrrl ha,;kr{s. \'v'r i1.., irl.'rl ,(} iLs!i\t thrn ilr inl.
proving tlrc iinishinq of their products. and then
iitarketinq arr<l scliine them

{'
-!*-...-iE
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This is a tinre-bound programme from Dec. '80.

to pc('.'81. At thc end of the year \\'e'll be ablc ttr
say whether it has been successful.

Considering, tlrc foct that the Wornett's Studies
Urtit is allttchetl lo a Wonten's Univcrsity, it is

in a rnore or less ideul posilion. Il's lindings curt

he easily inc'orporuted into the courses ollered bv
lhe Universitl', tltus ut'tually us'ing lhe inlonnutirtrt
to educate Wonten. Has the Universittl ntede us(
ol the Unit's resources irr tlis y,ay?

Yes. For one thing, the Unit has been able to
generate an awareness of the need to study
Women's problems. We have also helped franrc
courses in Women's studies for S.N.D.T. Ours rs

the only University which offers a full course on
the Sociolo_ey of Women at the undergraduatc
level.

Do y611 thir* u .rintilur Urtit would have becn pos-
sible in trrt ordinury Uriversitj,, rathcr tl(ur itr .t
Wonteris University?

Even if it were possible, it would have met with
a lot of opposition. As you know. most academrc
troCics are male-dominated and patriarchal in their
approach. They would never realize the need for
studying women per sc... At any rate, so far as
the initial programmes art concerned they would
be possible only in a women's University, or in
anolher University with a woman V. C.

Let me givc you an examplc. Kanpur University
has a woman V.C. u'ho has been associated with
women's programmes and is planning a centre
like ours. there. But I do not know how many
male V.C.'s rvould conlemplate such a step.

Itt v'lnt ollrcr v'u_,-s does llte Uttit dissemirnte lht
it{ornnliort it collecls?

The Unit has a Newsletter. We hoped to bring it
out every three months but are often behind
schedule. We have been able to organizc a numb-
cr of seminars. and have also built up an inter-
national network of correspondence through our
personel and other agencies. We have afliliated
scholars from abroad who use the ccntre's r,r-
sources.

Wlwl is Ilrc .sttrdctis' rautliort lo lhe IJnit7

I do not think that a large number of students ale
particularly thrilled or even involved with thc
Unit. They are not really conscious of wonren's
problems or feel anything should be done about
them. But with frequent exposure to these prob-
lents at seminars and other programmes. some arc
gradually developing an intcrest. On thcir ()\\ ll
course. thcy will lake no irritiativc.

I rrould likr-: to aclcl an ()trscrvitiir)n. W'hcn uc lcr i:
crl our c()rrrsc orr thc Sociology of Womcn. wc aski.rl
lr" :;:! f.:' lh':; :.'.i.li,-,ir 'llt,, l'.1: li,. ,.,,,,.
11111' 1{rt)(l:ttttl sltottlrl lr.' .,trtiitttt.',1. Srrnrt ,rl

lhcrrr cVcn hacl conslrrrr'tiVc suggcsliilrtr lrr trfl'cr.
tirrl !rr,r 1rl 1111'.r' tril,' ',at,\ Iroittlr''tl ' I r i it.
uoLrl<l likc lrl kntlu nrurc abotrI rural riorrrcn: lrrcl
(l) I h.\ u'untecl strntc practicirl suitluncc \\'hit lr
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would help thenr if and when thev confronted pro-
blems in their daily life.

O. So the uuthoritics haye to tlo evertthing?

A. Yes, even if it means that we decide what's goocl

for them all the time, which is not a happy star,,

of affairs in a participating democracy. Neverthc,
less. it's a fact of life.

O Then I supposc it rrtdtters vsrv tnuch tyho lecid-
es these thinlis?

A. You're right. it matters. Since the supplier deter-
mines the entire content of the material suoplied,
the only check can be to initiate, more dialogues
with students, experts and voluntary workers, so
we may know that whatever we are planning is

not unrealistic or biased.

O.Do you distinguish between Wonten's stuclies
nd feminist studies?

A. Well, if we look at history, then the two are dif-
ferent. The feminist has a very definite thrust on
the woman's point of view, and radical feminism
is increasingly becoming "anti-man". Men some-
times face the same problems as we do, and un-
less we take the total perspective into account wc
may never understand the real situation.

O. So the nnle is not necessarily the arch-villian ol
the piece. He has another role to plal in wonten's
studies?

We have two main problems - economic and
social. In economic matters, I do not think that
either the men or the women are at fault - the
entire system has to be considered. As far as so-
cial attitudes are concerned, men need to change.
Look at the way a boy is socialized in the tamily
as its be-all and end-all, and the very sharp divi-
sion of labour between the sexes. This image is
imprinted on the boy's mind so well, that he can-
not get rid of it even when he matures.

I think this patriarchal attitude has to change, and
the male has to be its focus of attention. I visu-
alize a women's studies programme which takes
this reality into consideration.

Hon' accessible n,ould s'uch a prograntnrc be lo
the male if the ordinary Universitv rs unwilling,
to inlroduce it into the curriculum?

That's definitely a problem. Perhaps the courses
could be introduced as part of a continuing or ex-
tension lecture programme, so that both men and
women can attend.

O. How nwn! nvn tvoulcl like to ollenel such o
course?

Not too many. I suppose. Actually. a concentrat-
eti,:fiori siiuuiti bc ttratic Lu i,tItvtii.tr-; iltuse uuttt.'.

cs irt co-cd Urtir'ersitics. Wc ar.'tttakitlg stlt'lt lltr

effort.

Y<tu ttrc keerilv' uv'arc <tl A'ontett's prohlettts'. tturt'
\tott a.t utt inrlit'irltml lm'ed anv of lhese prt>hlt'trr's'.'

No. I have tr:en rather fortunate. My parents
u,ere liberal and they did not impose lny sexist
roles on us. Even after my marriage, things did
not change in that sense. My husband is eveu
more of a feminist than I am. His family did not
have traditional expectations from me, and they
never really stood in my way. I came into women's
studies from the outside, as it were, from an intel-
lectual, rather than a personal level.

You lnve u :,()t;. I'ttt s'ure lrc Jrud urt upbringing
n'hic'h il'as lur lront se-risr. Hav, does he reucl to
w'onrcn's problems?

He was not particularly interested, and thought
more attention was paid to them than necessary.
Perhaps it's a case of too much of a good thing
producing an opposite reaction.

Would this nrcan tlrut'upbringing' rs not qll that
imporlanl?

Weli, my son is a lawyer and since some time he

has voluntarily been involved in women's prob-
lems. What I mentioned earlier was an initial re-
action. He now takes up law cases connected with
these problems - rape, for example. So, even rt
a non-sexist upbringing produced no immediate
change in attitude, it definitely seems to have had

an impact at some level.
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