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THE Non-aligned Movement now
has no political base. India, as the
new Chairman, may be more non-
aligned than most but has a treaty
with the Soviet Union. The stand
on Afghanistan, Kampuchea,
Poland and Eastern Europe gene-
rally is affected by that treaty.

More important, the Movement
has no moral base. Its major as
well as minor representatives are
almost all dictatorships, differing
only in degree of brutality. Even
if the two that have been at war
for nearly three years, Iran and
Iraq, stop fighting each other, they
will still retain their terrorising
regimes. No one in the Movement
speaks up convincingly for human
rights or embodies them in prac-
tice.

The economic committee of the
Delhi meeting provides some sort
of a facade unity against the North
with various charges and demands
on it. The U.N. Secretary General
wanted “international co-operation”
on economic issues “to prevent fur-
ther deterioration in the situation
of the Third World countries”. No
one placed the responsibility for
that deterioration on the Third
World countries themselves. (India
as the host country spent Rs. 10
lakhs on decorating the route from
Palam to Vigyan Bhavan)

The new economic order, like
the new information order, is not
interested in righting wrongs but
in replacing one set of wrongs with

another. Claiming to be oppressed
and exploited by the affluent
nations and by the multi-nationals,
they seek the privileges of the
oppressor and exploiting classes
through a series of specific mea-
sures. Take only Protectionism as
an example. Do not the non-align-
ed nations resort to it whenever it
is in their interest?

They speak of unfavourable
terms and conditions in dealing
with the North, but what is the
record of the oil-producing nations
in relation to prices, when they
were in a commanding position?
Is there any evidence that, in a
similar position, in some other area,
the non-aligned nations ‘would
behave differently? Would they do
so even in relation to other non-
aligned nations?

The North-South economic dia-
logue is sought to be conducted on
the South’s assumption of poorer-
than-thou therefore holier-than-
thou. The North is accused of
squandering vast human and mate-
rial resources on the unproductive
and wasteful arms race. Yet, every
one of the Southern nations does
the same squandering in relation
to its available resources and the
real or alleged threat from other
nations. Opposed to the multi-
nationals in theory, the Southern
nations open their doors to those
very organisations and demand
concessional flows for development.

There is no end to the contra-
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dictions in the stances of the South
when dealing with the North. If
the North is insensitive to the inte-
rests of the South, the South is vir-
tually blind to the interests of the
North.

We know what India has made
of its economic possibilities since
1947, and why; we know about
corruption and inefficiency, waste
of manpower and resources, socia-
list dogmas creating a parallel eco-
nomy, and the ills caused by the
bureaucratic spirit, to mention only
a few factors that contribute to
our economic, social and political
degradation.

We know also that instead of
facing these realities we, the Gov-
ernment and the people of India,
have increasingly taken a self-
righteous stand towards the afflu-
ent nations, whose foreign aid we
swallow in enormous quantities
every year without much to show
for it. We have arrived now not
at the solutions that matter but at
Asiad-type diversions.

The Non-aligned Meeting in
Delhi was one such, and there will
be many more during the eighties.
In the meanwhile, we shall prepare
the ground for hosts of disasters
in our economic, social, and poli-
tical life. We must steel ourselves,
and try to prevent them, by criti-
cism which will help to create an
altogether new climate of opinion.

Only in that climate, very diffe-
rent from the one in which the
pretensions of the Non-aligned
nations are dominant, is there hope
for this country.
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