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AFTER a 32-year innings as a ntonthly, Free-
dour First, beginning this issue, turns Quarterly.
This change, as we explained in our last issue,

has been prompted primarily by a desire on otlr
part to provide better and more varied fare to
our readers. We hope we shall succeed in achiev-
irrg this modest objective and in making Freedom
First a really effective voice for freedom.

We are, as our nrasthead proclaims, a Quar-
terly of Liberal Ideas. But what do we mean by
Liberalism? Nothing could be more appropriatc,
n'e thought, than letting our founder and that
doyen of Liberalism in India, Minoo Masani,
explains this vital concept in a seminal essay

which will be the first of a regular series by
varions writers in Frcedom First.

We invitc readers to send us their commettts
on this issue and suggestions to make the jour-
rral interesting as well as instructive.
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With Many Voices
"7'1rc deep nutans rouncl x'itlt tuutty voiccs. Come, tnu lricncls,
'Tis not loc latc to seck u newer world"--4ctt,tysott.

Mrs. Margaret fhatchcr
Tltc Tinrcs, London
Januarl' 31

Rajiv Gandhi is thc Prime Minister to scrvc the peoplc

of the country. I am Chief Minister to sene thc

people of my State. Where is the contradiction?
Ramakrishna HegJe, Indiu Todal', March 3i

.l love the Indian people. They're very subservient.
They're very cmotional ucoplc. They rvhine a lot.

Melvin Belli, American lawyer, quoted in
India Totlay, March 31

A professional politician in lndiir does not change
his mind, hc changcs his Party. He shifts one arca ol
rnonologue for another.

James Cameron in "An Indiarr Sumnrer"

-Debonair. 
March 1985

Opposition and dissent are far renroved
trcason.

Indian Express, Marcli

No amount of
moving around

We are learning to throw out
throu!:h clcctiorrs trut rve hat'c ntti
goocl goverrtnrerrts tlrrough tlrem.

exchange control can prevent currenc)'
the world.

'ihe right way of dealing with Russia's likcly tactics in
the new round of nuclear jaw-jaw rvill bc snore-snore.

The Economist
Jirnuary 12

fron

9, '85

-f herc usccl to be
guished themselves
rnately anointecl b1,

and we are left to
stuff iu them.

Arurr Shouric
Times ol India,
January 13

-ilre 
absencc of MGR has had cousequences which

cannot be clescribed as anything but bizarre, unthink-
able even in the absured scenarios produced by our
absr.rrd film industry.

Quark
Titttes ol Indicr
Jannary I 3

lJvery Statc', ouc itttitgincs. is rvaiting for a crcdiblc
lca(ler-no nratlcr what his part1,.

-J11111-{f1n11 
Thakur. 'l'|rc Week, March

t7-23

lrrclustlillists lrirr,c alu:t\ s knou'n that thcy ltl'c lttorc
panrpcrccl rathcr th:ttt hantoercd bv thc liccnsin6:

\ \'st L'n] .

-L. 
K. .lln, Intlin 'l'oduv. March I i

a time ivhen individuals distin-
in public life and were then ulti-
office. Norv they alight in officc

pray and lrope that they lrave thc

bad govcrnmellls
l-rcerr ablc to insta!l

Arun Shouric
Titnes ol Irtdin.
January 1 3

l lorv cirrt il nriu.l rvho is llraicl ol cvcn ll lizrttrl .,r,ork

rtg:tirrst thc ccluntry?

Mrs. Gccta N:tt'eitt. wilc o{'

N4r. Coornlr Narairr.
'l'1rc 

.\' tt trdav O bscrv<'r.

February 17
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the Shahenshah Complex

COMMENTING on the results of the Assembly elec-
tions, Mr. H. K. Dua, political correspondent of the
Indiqn Express (March 7, 1985) observed: "The
Congress (I)'s carefully ariiculated thesis of one-part-v
State has been rejected by the voter." Earlier, ad-
dressing an election meeting in Bombay on February
25, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi "clarified that when he said that
there should be governments at the Centre and in the
States of the same Party to ensure faster progress, he
did not mean that there should be one-party rule as

in communist countries." (Indian Express, February
26, 1985).

'Ihe Prime Minister's clarification is welcome,
though his recipe for "faster progress" bodes ill for the
future of Centre-State relations. And yet, barring
perhaps the late Lal Bahadur Shastri, every other
Prime Minister including the one during the Janata in-
terregnum, has direcely or though implication sought
governments of the same complexion at the Centre and
in the States. The Delhi gaddi obviolsly aflicts its
r:ccupier with the Shahenshah complex!

If the northern belt voted for Rajiv Gandhi in thc
absence of any noteworthy personality in the Con-
gress (I) or from among the Opposition parties, the
South voted their favourite sons in. The need is for
the Prime Minister to accept the electorate's verdicl
and not get involved in manipulative politics. It
would have been statesmaulike and a harbinger of
friendly relations if the Prime Minister had publicly
congratulated NTR and Ramakrishna Hegde. At the
time of writing (three days after the results were an-
nounced) there is no mention anywhere of the prime
Minister having done any such thing.

In the heat of the campaign perhaps, the prime
Minister made many unkind remarks and said things
that do not bchove a gentlentarr. \rys trust these
remarks were nothing morc than dcbating points, base
as sonle of thenr were, and now that the elections are
behind hirn will seek to build bridges and work to-
rvarrds a national consensus, at lcast on issues tlret
transccud uarrow political considcrations. Abovc all,
the Prime Minister in his oft-repeated statement has

2

*Lhe t-imo has corne;'rlv,
\€"lTui sald-'

expressed his determination to introduce a nerv public
culture. The first steo towards realising such an
objective would be recognise that India, even while
being a single nation has within its national boun-
daries, such diversity that any attempt to force Delhi's
views down the throat of States particularly those rul-
ed by other parties would be counter-productive.

Neither his grandfather nor his mother enjoyed thc
kind of near-universal goodwill that Rajiv Gandhi en-
joys. It would be tragic for the country if he blows
it.

Of Spies And Double Stanilards

_SVR

BY NOW the double standards characterising our
Soviet-backed media have almost passed into a by-
word. Further proof of the lengths to which even
leading newspapers are willing to go in ingratiating
themselves with the denizens of the Kremlin is pro-
vided by their coverage of the recent spy scandal in
New Delhi.

When the scandal first erupted, there was an orgy
of anti-Western sentiment in the press which lost no
tinre in condemning the 'sordid role' of the American
Central Intelligence Agency in the affair. This, at a

time when official investigations had barely begun anC

not the slightest proof existed of the CIA's involve-
ment, direct or indirect. The cocksureness with which
edit page writers and columnists asserted that the
ultimate destination of the leaked documents was the
vile West (and through it, Pakistan) was truly as-
tounding.

'fhen came the sensational revelations about the
role ol' the Eastcrn Bloc nations in the scandal. And
lo and behold, the selfsame papers which had raved
and ranted over the 'chilling' implications of Western
ruvolverlerrt, chauged their tune almost overnight.
7'1rc 7'imes ol lndia, in characteristic fashion, went so

"t " baiK "f nrany Lhn$S:
of shoes-and._Shiis- .
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far as tcl castigate the Indian governnlent in an edi-
torial rvhich remains unparalleled for its casuistry.

"If the government is justified in being angry at
anyone, it has to be angry tvith itself," pontificated the
Times, in whose learned opinion the Prime Minister
erred grievously in raising the issue of Polish involve-
ment in the scandal with Gen. Jaruzelski during the
latter's recent visit to India. "The discovery of an
espionage case has to be handled discreetly as if an
important state secret is being protected," said the
paper which only a few days back had upbraided the
government for not "clearing the air" and keeping
back "authentic information on what the government
knows or suspects."

Seasoned media-watchers will, of course, fincl
nothing new or novel about such behaviour on the part
of some of our national newspapers. Didn't we, after
all, witness similar cant in the media's handling of the
Hardgrave affair or the Bhopal tragedy, to name only
two recent examples? 

-KSV
Do Our Voters Know Their Onions?

A GOOD FRIEND, a politician to boot, responded
thus to the results of the Assembly elections: "I musl
say our voters know their onions!"

Do they indeed?

We are filled with pride when we hear the remark
that 'India is the world's largest dernoclacy.' That
we are. But have we progressed qualitatively? Have
our voters acquired the ability to discriminate between
candidates. Can our voters exercise their franchise
on the basis of a candidate's record of public life? Are
our voters stiil capable of being herded into vote-
banks in our cities and villages by slum-lords or caste
leaders? We could fill a whole page with similar
questions and the answer rvould still be that while therc
is a qualitative inrprovement when compared to earlier'
elections the progress is horvever very slorv. Our in-
stincts are getting honed but we still lack the sophisti-
cation to nrake nrature political choices. For our
democracy to take deep qualitative roots what is neecl-

ed is a continuing education of our people that in
choosing orlr representatives its our n"rind and not our
heart that should decicle, its issues and not personali-
ties that are inrportant. Herc is a task for India's
liberals.

Drugs: The Cost of Over-regulation

NOT SO long ago the Anrerican Enterprise Institute
sponsored an irnportant study ou the regulation of
pharmaceuticals, rvith special reference to the attendant
costs and bencfits of such regulation. The results of
the study, conducted by Henry G. Grabowski and
John M. Vernon, have subsequently been published
and they more than justify the apprehensions voiced
by several observers of the industry. US patients, says
the report, have had to forgo significant health bene-
fits because of regulatory delays while the benefits thev
obtained from their reduced exposure to risk were only
marginal.

While there can be no gainsaying that regulation irr
this field poses far more intractable problems than in
any other, it also generates a lot of irrational, largelv
emotive, responses from the lay public. This has been
seized upon by diverse activist groups, some of which
are plainly antithetical to industry as a whole, to de-
stroy the very viability of the leading pharmaceutical
companies.

A new publication just released in London examines
in detail the characteristics, tnotivations, declared aims,
strategies, achievements, and strengths and weaknesses
of some fourteen of these activist groups. Entitled
Bitter Pills: The Right Kind ol Medicine (Scrip Book-
shop: €185), it also reviews the industry's response
at various levels and suggests an action programme to
combat the growing influence of the groups.

Pharmaceutical producers should, says the report,
adopt a 'horse-sense' approach. Primarily, they
should ensure that their own system for self-regulatiorr
(e.g. the IFPMA Code) is effective. Industry spokes-
rnen should also improve the quality of their re-
sponses to activist arguments, especially "by accept-
ing the credo that the aim of the industry is good health
and good treatment for illness rather than the sale of
prodncts."

Whether such a strategy will work is difficult to pre-
dict. Given the highly sophisticated rnethods being
used by the activitists and the sizeable support they
lrave been able to clraw from official bodies like the
UN and ils various agerrcies on an international scale,
inclustry rvill luve to evolvc nrore ingenious nrethods

-SVlt 
of countcring thc nttrck

-KSV



4an Rajiv Deliver the Goods?
Subramanicrm Swcrmy

MR. RAJIV GANDHI is barely 4l years old, and
hardly four years in politics, Yet by a stroke of fatc,
he has become the Prime Minister of India, a nation
of 730 million people. The question therefore that is
uppennost in the minds of the people is whether he can
deliver the goods. His mother, Mrs. Gandhi was 30
years in politics before she became Prime Minister, and
despite a long tenure of 16 years as pM, she failed to
deliver the goods.

The odds are thus against Mr. Rajiv Gandhi. How-
ever, on the other hand, the ex-oectations that the
young Prime Minister has raised are so high and so
much out of proportion to his tested ability, that I
wonder whether the people are just simpletons or that
they have some intuitive insight that makes them feel
that Rajiv Gandhi indeed has some magical capacity
to perform upto their expectations. Time alone will
tell how justified they are in their belief. However
that may be, it would be instructive to look at the
plusses and minuses of Mr. Rajiv Gandhi's situation
and arrive at an overall assessment of whether he is, ilt
a position to satisfy the aspirations of the people.

A Three.Dimensional Framework

The main problem with the new Prime Minister is
his lack of a clear framework within which he should
work. A framework for the PM has three dimen-
sions-ideological, government / administrative style
and party control. Take the first dimension: What
are Mr. Rajiv Gandhi's ideological moorings? Mrs.
Gandhi had some clear notions, whether out of con-
viction or convenience. One was that Government
must have the dominant control of economic decision-
making even in the private corporate sector. In her
scheme of things therefore, high taxes, MRTP, export
canalization, and even black money had a deflnite
place. Does Mr. Gandhi want the same? From his
speeches one discerns that he does not, but then he can
get away from his rnother's legacy only by a major
sltift irr econonric nolicies towards a market economic
systcrn. 'l'hcre is no collcrete irrdication tronr the rrcl.
Prinre Mirristcr thlrt he warrts to do thrt. Irr fact, the
recent raids of thtr inconte-tax departnrent sugsest that
he rvants to cornltirt black nroney in the sartre old wav
ancl not b1, tax 1ef9rrrr. His nrother had usecl thesc
taids tcl tcrr()rizc thc busincss contnrunity ancl not to
curb black money.

Sirnilarly on the question of foreign policy, Mrs.
Gandhi had a clear notion that the policy would, clear-
Iy and definitely tilt towards the Soviet Union. No
action of the USSR would be criticized. If the Ameri-
cans sent troops to Grenada, or the Israelis crossed in-
to Lebanon, a strong condemnation would be issued
by India. But if the Russians occupied Afghanistan
or Vietnan.r crossed into Kamouchea then there would
be no criticism. In fact there would be an "under-
standing of the compulsions"' of a "true friend", the
Soviet Union. The Pakistan-baiting of Mrs. Gandhi
fittted well with this tilt. But what is Rajiv Gandhi's
concept? There is an impression in New Delhi that
he will be less pro-Soviet than his mother. There is
however no substantive basis for this impression. True
the new Prime Minister was educated in England,
loves technological gadgetary, and has an Italian wife.
That may draw him closer to Western Europe emo-
tionally, but there are no definite indications of his
inclination yet. In fact his Pakistan-baiting is as bad
as his mother's. And there can be no safe correction
of our Soviet tilt unless Indo-Pak relations are marked-
ly improved.

Thus on the ideological plane I do not find any
clarity in the new Prime Minister's thinking. Except
for some tentative impressions there is no substantive
change apparent in either his economic or foreign
policies. My suspicion is that because the new Prime
Minister's economic and foreign policy advisers are
the same timid group that his mother had relied upon,
he cannot effect any real change with these hand-me-
down advisers. However, the continuation of Mrs.
Gandhi's policies will mean that the new Prime
Minister rvill not be able to deliver any more goods
than his mother was able to which in any case was not
much.

Dealing with the Bureaucracy

As for administrative style, the new Prime Minister
has displayed nr) acuulell whatsoever, Soure heads
havc rollc'tl, but not bccausc Raiiv Gandhi knorvs what
hc w:rnts. -l'hese hcacls have' rolled because of ths
strry scandal. Here, to<t, the new Prinre Minister is
anrbivalent, I-le acce-otccl the resignation of Mr. P. C.
Alexuncler bccuusc ol "a grave nroral respolrsibility"
that ncccssitatccl it, arrd yet nl a t'ecent intelvicw to
Blitz, be disntissecl thc spy scandal itself as rrothing





more serious than industrial espionage without grave
national security implications. There is therefore a

feeling in Delhi that the PM has used the spy scandal
to get rid of officials he did not personally like. Such
a feeling, even if unfonnded, has a dangerous demo-
ralizing effect. 'Ihe PM should take a cue from
Sardar Patel who utilized the talents of the ICS and
obtained loyalty with fervour. Never keep the bureau-
crats guessing, because then they play safe and be-
some idle. Verily, an idle bureaudrat's mind is a
devil's workshop. As of now, in New Delhi bureau-
crats feel that Rajiv Gandhi has a "hit list", and no-
body knows who is on it. They are all sitting in Delhi
and going "mutter, mutter" like old widows. In my
opinion, the failure of Mr. Rajiv Gandhi to develop
an administrative ethos will seriously hamper him in
delivering the goods.

Finally, there is the question of the Party. It is ju
this dimension that the new PM is weakest. Mr. Rajiv
Gandhi wants to convert a party which under Sanjay
had become a dharmashala for criminals, hijackers and
bootleggers to a streamlined corporate organization.
That is a tall order, because the Congress is a mass
organization and functions phlegmatically. But the
rnore difficult problem is that Mr. Gandhi has been in
politics only four years. Therefore, how does he know
who is a shady character and who is not? And whose

information is he going to rely on for it? In the Lok
Sabha elections, the Congress (I) denied a ticket to a
sitting MP, Xavier Arakkal from Cochin, and gave it
to -a "blankety blank". Arakkal is a highly educated
honest youug lawyer, with teaching experience in a

US university. Rajiv Ganclhi knew about all this.
Similarly in the Mulund suburb of Bombay, the Con-
gress (I) has given the assembly ticket to a well
known bootlegger of Bhandup. Examples such a;
these are too numerous to be dismissed as aberrations.
Furthermore, in U.P. and Bihar, 40 per cent of the
tickets have been given to relatives of party function-
aries. Just 90 families have cornered these seats.
Thus, the party may well turn out to be Rajiv Gandhi's
nemesis. The PM's political inexperience may be his
undoing.

In my personal meetings with Rajiv Gandhi, I
found hirn a polite and genuinely motivated person.
But that was before he became PM. Now with the
bandwagon rolling, and the driver having no past ex-
perience of the terrain, God only knows how it will
end. Right now the sun is shining and the landscape is
clear. But nightfall is sure to come. Then the band-
wagon can roll out of control.

Dr. Subramaniam Swamy is a lormer Member
of Parliament.

Delhi Riots-the Basic Issues
Minoo Mcrsani

THREE reputable organisations have now published
their reports about the massacre of Sikhs in Delhi on
October 31, 1984, and the following days. These are
the PUCL-PUDR report released by Mr. Gobind
Mukhoty and Mr. Rajni Kothari, the Citizens for
Democracy report released by Mr. V. M. Tarkunde
and the report of the Citizens' Commission consisting
of former Chief Justice Sikri, Mr. Rajeshwar Dayal,
former Foreign Secretary, Mr. Badr-ud-din Tyabji,
former Commonwealth Secretary, Mr. Gobind Narain,
former Governor of Karnataka, and Mr. T. C. A.
Srinivasvaradan, formcr Home Secretary.

All three reports have come to the conclusion that
it was a "politically-sponsored lnassacre" and pre-
determined conspiracy and that some members of the
Congress (I) Party werc amollg the culprits. All
three reports paint an extlenrely ugly picture.

While the iirst two naruc Cottglcss (I) elemcnts iu
Delhi, the third report abstains from doing so. When
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the question was raised in Parliament, the Govern-
ment refused to order a judicial enquiry into these
allegations. The Prime Minister said in an intervierv
to a newsmagazine: "It would raise issues which are
really dead". That unfortunately is not true. There
are at least two basic issues that a public enquiry can
consider. First, were the riots instigated or abetted bl'
people in positions of power? Secondly, did the
authorities charged with law and order do all that they
should have to maintain the peace?

It is sad that the Prime Minister, by his surprising
refusal to have a judicial cnquiry, is creating an
impression amons the pulrlic in general that several
senior Congressmen in Delhi including one of his own
Cabinet Ministers were privy to such crimes as murder
and arson! What a pity such an attitude shoulcl make
it urore aud ntore dillicult for people to believe that
the nerv Government has made "a good start,'.
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What About the Software ?
Govind Talwalkqr

THE results of the elections to the Legislative Assem-
blies will have been out by the time this article ap-
pcars. It can safely be predicted that, except in one
or two States, the Congress (I) will emerge with com-
fortable majorities in all the State Assemblies thereby
confirming the massive mandate received by Mr. Rajiv
Gandhi in the parliamentary elections earlier this year.

The main theme of the ruling party's campaign this
time was to have Congress (I) ministries both in the
States and at the Centre. By and large, this will have
been achieved. It was constantly suggested that
States under Opposition rule could not get along well
with the Centre with the result that the onward march
of national development was thwarted. In the post
independence era, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan had Congress ministries bar-
ring some years of Opposition rule. But the Hindi beit
has not done well or better than, say, Punjab or Tamil
Nadu. So this theory of a unified political set up all
over the country does not hold water.

In the last three months Mr. Rajiv Gandhi has

taken some steps which have aroused hopes and ex-
pectations. Sometimes, of course these are exaggerat-
ed. Mr. Gandhi dispensed with some persons in his
secretariat who were too big for their boots. Aboul
seventy ministers in the erstwhile State Ministries did
not get tickets as also about a thousand legislators.
Chiefs of three nationalised banks were dismissed.
The spy scandal has taken its toll. All these have
helped Mr. Rajiv Gandhi to enhance his image as

'Mr, Clean'.

The Challenges before Raiiv Ganilhi

Now with Assembly elections behind him, the Primo
Minister and his gcvernment will have to tackle urgent
political and economic problems. On the political
side, Punjab and Assam are crying for solution. Both
of them require sagacity and magnanimity of spirit.

The Prime Minister is credited with a vision to
modernise the economy and society. One would wish

him well. As this article is written before the presen-

tation of the Central Budget one cannot be arvare of
the kind of fiscal nleasures which the governnlent de-

sires to aclopt. Bul the views lhe Prime Minister anrl

the Finnrrce Minister have expressed so far. indicate
that constraillts on the economy woulcl be loosened.

Mr. Gandhi has said that the 1980s are not the 1950s
and our thinking will have to be changed. One hopes
he will follow up on this. He also wants to givi a
great boost to electronics as he rightly thinks that this
is an age of electronics and we should not be left
behind. Electronics have ushered in a new era; it is
nothing short of a revolution.

Government is keen to give concessions to the elec-
tronic and other industries. New machinery will be
imported or manufactured. These in turn will require
new techniques and technicians. And this is where
the rub lies.

What About the Software?

We may import hardware or even manufacture
them here but what about the software, i.e. the people
with the required skill and the necessary outlook?
Most of the ministers, both at the Centre and the
States, as well as the bureaucrats are incapable of nelv
thinking. It is no use blaming the politicians all the
while as bureaucrats have also played havoc with the
economy. Mr. Nani Palkhivala has over the years
eloquently explained how the bureaucrats have either
through ignorance or wilfully framed rules and regu-
Iations which no sane person would have thought of.
It is one thing to dismiss or transfer officials but quite
another to change their narrow outlook. The economy
is to be freed not only from restraints but also from
the clutches of petty-minded babus.

ff we are to 'go electronic' then a massive pro-
gramme of training in the use of new machines will
have to be undertaken. The French government has
recently launched one such programme. The facility
of communication by satellite should be used to teach
lessons to students all over the country. These lessons

must be prepared by the best available teachers so that
every one gets the benefit of their expertise. This will
also pave the way to encourage the idea of excellence.
This method of instruction by television will save

money. About fifteeen years back I had seen this ex-
periment in Glasgow which deserves to be followed
here.

Do Away wilh Necdless Reslrictiorts

Thc Plirrre Minister has talkecl about cleaning thi:

clcctolal systcm and dealing rvith the met)ace of black
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money. If he means business let him start with
Iegislation allowing the corporate sector to donate to
political parties. An 'election tax' should be imposed
so that a separate fund is created to finance elections.
As with the Federal Republic of Germany political
parties should be alloted money from this fund accord-
ing to their voting strength. Whatever black money is
in circulation may be allowed to be deposited in the
banks without going into its source. This way, the

Government will also benefit considerably. If earned
income is not taxed heavily and is permitted to be
enjoyed there will be far less temptation to conceal.

Doing away with various unnecessary restrictions
and regulatory policies will free the economy. This
will, in turn, break the hold of dishonest businessmen,
politicians and bureaucrats. But then the government
will lose much of its power. The Prime Minister and
his party will have to be prepared for this. I do not
think that these measures will loosen the hold of the
Prime Minister as an individual or collectively as the
head of a party. On the contrary he will be acclaimed
as the leader of a real new age about which he speaks

so often.
The Prime Minister will be well advised not to think

that the government has to be the agency which gene-

rates all-round development. People will have to be
on their own, and given the opoortunity, they will not
lag behind. Both the politicians and the people will
have to adopt a new outlook. In this connection it is
worthwhile comparing Reagan's America with That-
cher's Britain. Both are for monetarism. But England
is now the sick man of Europe as the people, especially
the workers and their leaders, do not change. In our
country, too if new technologies are imported and
there is no accompanying change in attitudes we will
be foredoomed to failure.

We have to function in a democratic set up unlike
Singapore or South Korea where there is tremendous
economic growth but where the legitimate Opposition
is curbed. It is not easy for any politician to function
in our democratic set up and bring the country forward
to the threshold of the 21st century. But politically
and otherwise the Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi
is favourably placed and it is upto him to make the
best use of the opportunities available to him. He will
have to lay stress not only on modern hardware bul
show an equal awareness of the need for appropriate
software.

Mr. Govind Talwalkar is editor ol the
Maharashtra Times.

Glaxo in its contribution to disease
prevention has especially devised audio-
visual productions (slide-sound
presentations) for public health education
in urban slums and villages. The diseases
covered are TB, Xerophthalmia
(blinding malnutrition), home remedies
for diarr-hoeas and fevers, immunisation
and nutrition.

The Ministry of Health and Family 
(

Welfare of the Government of India in its
Statement on National Health Policy
emphasizes that there will be only
marginal results in health programmes
"unless nation-wide strategies are
launched to provide health information
in easily understandable form, to
motivate the development of an attitude
for healthy living".

This picture of.[axmi is from the Glaxo audio-visual
"l-et My Child See" on Xerophthalmia. GIaXO - a concern tor heatth
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Freezing the 4OO
Minoo Masani

(The anti-de{3ction Bill is norv law having t'eceived the Plesident's aLcclll. But the last word on this zubject has not
yet been said, for, as Mr. Masani observes in the following piece reploduced flom ?he Scc/estttctr, morality cannot be
legalised upon.)

IN MY view, the anti-defection Bill is a disaster and

the way it was rushed through Parliantent a disgrace.
Let me explain.

I for one have never, cven wherr I was in Parlia-
ment, supported legislation to curb defection. I hap-
pen to believe as a liberal that there are definite lirnits
to the process of making people ..good by law.
Defection, however unpleasant, is a inere symptom of
corruption and lack of character. As .gvgry doctor
knows, fighting a symptom is no way to cdrO a disease.
The real punishment for a defector is the social boy-
cott. If such a man is shunned by the people in his
constituency, not invited to their homes, not greeted
in the streets, and in general "sent to Conventry",
defection will cease to be fashionable. In principle
therefore, such legislation is misplaced and certainly
will not raise the lorv level of public nrorality of which
it is a symptom.

The Bill that was rushed through Parliament at the-
end of January suffers in addition from nurfierous
concrete defects. For lack of space,'I can list only a
ferv:

l . For the first time since Independence, political
parties-and what a miserable lot they are-
which are unknown to the Constitution are
given statutory recognition. Among real demo-

, cracies, it is only in the USA that the Repub-
lican and Democratic parties were given such
recognition, but the law also provides for pri-
maries and other fornrs of irrternal democracy.

t In this country, alnrost all parties are self-
appointed coteries. Once you start recognising
political parties by law, you take the first step

' away fronr denroclacy and towards atl
authoritariar.r system where some parties are
"licensed" and others are not.

2. Members of Parlianrent are now placcd at thc
nrcrcy of thcir own bosscs ancl catrcuscs who
arc even nrore corrupt than tlre rank ancl lilc.
No wonder the leaders of discredited Opposi-
tion groups who are now placed on a pedestal
rushecl forrvarrl lo support thc tlill in Parlia-
ruent.
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3. Fdrnund Burke had righ$y argued that Mem-
6erS'of,'ialiarnent werJ nbi .er" delegates but
have their consciences to consult. This Bill
reduces an MP to a rnere voting machine. It

'tl , i,i, !o'6d ttat even Congress (I) Members of
Parliament at their meeting on January 30
stopped the Prime Minister from leading them
evg.n further down.the slope.

4. The Bill contains nb provision for a Member
.' of Parliament whose conscience leads him as it

' - ' wellrnight, to defy his party diktat and not even
the right to abstain, which British parties con-
cede to their members, is accepted.

5. The Bill requires the concurrence of the
majority of State legislatures and, without such
concurrence it is invalid. The President would
be well advised not to give his consent to this
measure unless this is first done.

6. The view of the Election Commission that no
ameridm-ent: it'lthe Constitution,'was required

,. , :, has,Sien j igdsred. -' 'i' I :
7 , Most outrageous of all, the jurisdiction of the

courts to protect the Member of Parliament
from a "kangaroo court" of the party is ex-
cluded and the decision of the Speaker or pre-
siding authority who is normally a parry
stooge is to be final.

No wonder a Bill of this dubious nature had to be

rushed through Parliament before public opinion could
be roused to its real character.

The record of the Congress (I) which has sponsored
the Bill is not one to inspire confidence. This is the
party that induced defections in Sikkinr, Kashmir and
Andhra only a few months ago. This is the party that
rvelcomed defectors to its fold in Maniour and Megha-
laya evcn as the Bill was before Parlianrent. Can one
bc blanrcd thelefore for suspccting tlrlt thc rcal ntotive
behin<l lhc tlill is to "frccze" the 4(X) menrbers in the
Lok Sabha for the next fir'e ycars? Onc is reminded
rrl' the old Hindustani saving "Ril/i sou clwa kha ke
haj par galitt ('fhc cat havins srvallowerl a hundrt'd
ttticc, ltow goes ()n lr pillrirnage. )
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The Agony
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ALTHOUGH chronic drought has been the major
contributing factor to the famine now ravaging Ethio-
pia, acts of men have transformed this into a cala-
mity. Adverse weather conditions set the stage for
Ethiopia's disaster, but it is the political priorities of
Ethiopia's dictator, Lieutenant Colonel Mengistu Haile
Mariam, that have crippled Ethiopian agriculture and
reduced its ability to cope with the drought.

"' Slnce s€lzing power in d"1974 mili$rry coup, Men'-
gistu has outlawed traditional agricultural practices
and severely disrupted peasant patterns of food pro-
duction without providing a workable alternative. He
instituted a land reform under the slogan "land to the
tiller" but installed a fixed price system that drained
the tiller's motivation to produce and market food
surpluses. The State kept farm Drices artificially lorv
to hold down the costs of feeding the burgeoning
Ethiopian A*y, now the largest in black Africa witlr
250,000 troops.

The Mengistu regime channels 90 per cent of
agricultural investment into inefficient state farms that
produce only 6 per cent of the nation's grain. Virtu-
ally no land has been irrigated, and little has been
done to correct such environmentally destructive prac-
tices as deforestation and overgrazing that accelerate
soil erosion and degrade agricultural productivity.
Marxist rule drove thousands of talented technocrats
into exile, including agricultural scientists whose West-
ern training made them suspect in the eyes of Ethio-
pia's Marxist rulers.

Not only has the Mengistu regime failed to develop
policies to minimize the effects of the drought but it
has hamstrung the ability of Ethiopia's peasants--
85 per cent of the population-to cushion themselves
against food shortages. Traditionally, Ethiopian pea-
sants have saved food in good years to prepare for
bad harvests. The government outlawed this practice,

branding it as hoarding. Peasants traditionally invest-
ed money earned from surplus crops in their own
farms to expand production. This was denounced as

capitalist' accumulation. Independent food traders tra-
ditionally bought food in food-surolus areas and
transported it to markets in food-deficient areas. This
was outlawed as exploitation, and government com-
missions replaced the free market.

Thc regime's oppressive economic policies and

repressivc political proSranrnc provoked rebcllion irr

of Ethiopia
S'rrrcrup

Tigray province and elsewhere while renewing the
determination of the Eritrean guerillas, who have
battled the Ethiopian army intermittently since 1962.
Mengistu has ruled out a negotiated settlement with
the Eritreans and Tigrayans, although they have sig-
nalled a willingness to end armed struggle in return
for greater autonomy. Mengistu's stubborn prosecu-
tion of these stalemated wars in the northern highland
provinces'.has produeed .large, unproduotive.'refugec
populations, hindered the sowing and harvesting of
crops, disrupted food distribution, diverted manpower
from food-growing activities, and imposed a heavy
defense burden estimated to be one-third to one-half
of the national budget. Ending the intractable fighting
in the northern provinces would go far towards reduc-
ing the threat of famine.

The West Is Not lo Blame

The Mengistu regime has repeatedly berated West-
ern nations for allegedly failing to provide enough
food aid even as'tons of food from the West was pour-
ing in. At the same time, Mengistu has praised the
Soviets "for their unselfish and timely relief"-even
though Moscow and its allies have provided
Ethiopia rvith little food but much weaponry. Praise
for the stingy- Soviets coupled with reprimands for the
generous West prompted M. Peter McPherson, director
of the U.S. Agency for International Development, to
warn Ethiopia not to bite the hand that feeds it. Yet
the Mengistu regime is attempting to use Western
donor nations as scapegoats for its own disastrous
economic policies. Mengistu is painfully aware that
the ineftective response of Haile Selassie's government
to the 1973-1974 tamine undermined its support and
created conditions that led to the Emperor's overthrol
in 1974. The current famine has already claimed
more Ethiopian lives than the one that prompted
Selassie's downfall-an ominous sign for Mengistu.

If the West is morally responsible for Ethiopia's
food crisis, it ,is not due to a lack of charity but to
its lack of courage when it acquiesced to and indirectly
financed ruinous economic and social experiments in
Ethiopia and Africa. Between 1978 and 1982 the

Mengistu regime received $l billion in Western aid,
the bulk of it through multilateral agencies, which
macle explicit accountability impossible. This aid
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helped Mengistu suppress private enterprise and sup-
plant it with state monopolies. Much of the aid was
"routinely diverted into projects designed to bolster
Colonel Mengistu's regime."

Over the past 20 years, Westcrn aid programmes
have poured over $80 billion into African countries.
The tragedy is the sad lack of lasting benefi.ts from
this massive generosity. The economies of nrost o[
these countries stagnate or decline because of domestic
economic policies based on ideology or short-term
political goals. Tanzania, for example, probably has
received.more per capita Wes19Lr1. aid than any country
in the'world, yet its pursuit of socialism has crippletl
its economy and imposed extraordinary hardship on
its people.

lmport Duties on Food Aid

Until recently, the Mengistu regime assigned lorv
priority to famine relief. The government-controlled
press made little of the famine in the months before
this past September's elaborate ceremonies celebrating
the tenth anniversary of the 1974 revolution. Many
observers believe that the regime minimized the extent
of the famine to avoid tarnishing the revolution's
image and embarrasing the more than 5O Communist
Party delegations that participated in the Sl50 milliorr
to $200 million gala. The festivities also marked the
founding of the Ethiopian Communist Party. Catholic
Relief Services officials estimate that 250 people in
Ethiopia's northern provinces starved to death each

day during the lavish festivities.

Ethiopian authorities for a long time refused to
grant preferential treatment to Western food shipments

in congested Ethiopian ports. Soviet cargo ships carry-
ing cement were given priority over ships carrying
Western food relief. And then, when donated food
supplies finally were unloaded, the Ethiopians charged
an import tax of $12.50 a ton, plus handling and
trucking charges of $165 a ton! Tons of food have
rotted at Red Sea ports for lack of the means to tran-
sport it inland. At one point almost half of the 500
trucks of the inefficient Ethiopian Relief and Rehabi-
litation .Commission were out of service, because ot
the lack of spare parts. Few Ethiopian officials are

willing or able to assume responsibility because of
the lack of trained manpower and the rigidity of the

overcentralized, labyrinthine Ethiopian bureaucracy.

Once food shipments reach the Ethiopian Relief
and Rehabilitation Commission, accountability ends.
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Food supplies have been diverted, and many times,
have disappeared. Reports of abuses are ranlpant.

Many Starving Ethiopians Are Denied Food

An 'estimated 60 to 80 per cent of Ethiopia's
starving are located in rural areas controlled by Eri-
trean and Tigrayan rebel forces. Since the govern-
ment does not sanction relief operations in these areas,
most Western relief agencies refuse to provide food
supplies to rebel areas for fear of jeopardizing their r
relief operations elsewhere in Ethiopia. Although
several relief agencies have initiated. shoestring,.r:glig.f-.-, ,,* ,

programmes through neighbouring Sudan, famine vic-
tims in Eritrea and Tigray have received much less
aid than other Ethiopians.

To save their people from starvation, rebel leaders
have 1Fn61nced their willingness to negotiate a ceasc-
fire to permit external relief operations to function
safely. The Mengistu regime has refused to consider
this, apparently hoping that famine will do what its
soldiers could not-bring the rebels to their knees. It
may be recalled that this use of famine killed some
seven million Ukrainians in 1933-1934. The Eritrean
Relief Association estimates that 1.75 million Eritreans
face starvation and that 20,O00 tons of food a da,v

would be necessary to sustain them. Due to the pusil-
lanimity of most relief organizations operating in
Eithiopia, Eritrea receives only 2,000 tons a day, leav-
ing nine out of ten Eritreans with no assistance at all.

A Globat Rescue Is Needed

The Ethiopian famine is an "unnatural disaster",
in that the Mengistu regime's policies exacerbated and

sought to exploit the food crisis for political reasons'

Addis Ababa now desperately needs more food but
has proved that it is not to be trusted to manage such

a massive feeding programme eftectively. It has been

unwilling to feed all Ethiopians.

The U.N.'s encrusted bureaucracy is not competent
to rescue Ethiopia's starving masses. The mandate

of U.N. agencies, for example, forces them to deal only
with established governments; they thus would be un'
able to operate in the rebel-held areas where most of
the famine is concentrated. In earlier crises, more-
over, the U.N. failed to deliver the food relief to those

in need. The U.N.'s World Food Programme (WPP)
relief effort in Cambodia in 1979-t98O, for instance,

allowed itself to be plundered by the Vietnamese-
backed Heng Samrin regime. Complained a senior

Red Cross official in Phnom Penh at the time: "No one

knows anything. For the WFP it's total rape." And
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this month, at the very rnoment rvhen Ethiopia des-
perately needed help, the U.N. Gcneral Assembly sarv
nothing wrong with appropriating $73.5 million for
a conference centre in Addis Ababa.

In place of the U.N., the U.S. should call for anJ
help an ad hoc international rescue mission. This
rescue mission would furnish aid to Ethiopia, but only
on the donor's terms. Aid without strings would not
be appropriate. It would only bolster Ettriopian
bureaucrats and insulate them from their own costly
errors. Aid should be contingent on:

. .(1) Accountability in the form of an independent
corps of international observers (whose com-
position would be proportional io the aic
donated) to monitor food needs, coordinate
logistical efforts, and ensure that suifcient aid

reaches all needy Ethiopians without regard tr,
their political orientation.

(2) A warning that never again will such a rescuc
be mobilized uniess Ethiopia begins to help
itself. Ethiopia should abandon right policies
that stifle food production in favour of policies
that encourage output. It should remove res.
trictions that hinder the most important agri-
cultural sector - small landholders-front
maximizing food production.

(3) Assurances that food go to the hardest hit
provinces-Eritrea and Tigray-regardless of
whether or not the central govqrnment accepts
the Council's telms for aiding the rest of tlre

country.

, Mr. Rama Swarup is a Delhi--based journalist

ON THIS MEMORABLE DAY

35 years ago the Hopes and Aspirations of the People of

India went up with the Flag

Today, we rededicate ourselves to build a unified, secular and progressive India.
Every State of our country reflects the hopes, aspirations and glory of the entire nation. It contributes

Its own hues and lustre. The tong story of Karnataka arnply demonstrates this.
Since time immemorial, the people of Karnataka have been a tolerant lot. Jainism and Buddhism
ished. Karnataka is closelv linked with Sankara, Basava, Madhwa and Ramanuia, later Muslim andflourished. Karnataka is closely ith Sankara, Basava, Madhwa and Ramanuja, later Muslim and

Christian priests and Hindu saints enriched this spirit of tolerance. Even today, Temples, Mosques and
Churches are found side by side.

That is Karnataka, its hospitality to others, spontaneous, ungrudging and tolerant. Perhaps this toler-
ance and integration is a result of history. The ChalukTar, .K.dautbas, Rashtrakutas, Gangas, Hoysalas,
Mauryas and the Rayas have all come and gone and lett behind the richness of their cultures. Later, it
was the Muslims, in Bijapur, the Christians in Mangalore who added their flavour to this melting pot of
cultures.

The psyche of the people has been moulded by centuries of thinkers producing a state full of poets,
philosophers, bankers and entrepreneurs.' With the awakening of naiionalism in the late lgth century, wlrich spread throughout tle country,
it was inevitable that this would give rise to local palriotism. From Tippu Sultan and Rani Chennamma
to modern freedom fighters, Karnataka has through its various leaders, Hindu, Muslim and Christian,
played its part in the itruggle for freedom and produced nrore than its share of freedom fighters.- 

Today Karnataka is active along with the other states in trying to build a new India worthy of its
great past.- Karnataka has led the way in the Industrial Revolution and vindicated the visionary, the Great Shri
Visveswaraya.

The hopes and aspirations of the people are slowly being realised. Surface transport has improved
tremendously. Communications has grown at a rapid rate.
. Education is freely available to all. Over 8O/o of villages have drinking water and power. Rural

Health has made rapid strides and nowhere is it more obvious than the work Karnataka has done for the
upliftmcnt of womeu, children and the downtrodden.- 

Pcople o[ all castes, religions, languages from various states have blissfully integrated to form a homo-
genous group united in their march towards prosperity. Howevcr, thele is so lnuch more to be done.

TODAY TFIE PEOPLE OF KARNATAKA ARE CLOSER TO THEIR GOALS.

KARNATAKA INFORMATION
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Ecolo gy - The Drift Towards Disaster

M. V. Kqmqth

The cumulative actions of a world, population ap-
pioaching five billion are now capable of causing con-
rinental and even global changes in natural systemJ.

Norvhere is this more tragically evident than in Africa
rvhere famine is spreading across the continent.

As recently as 1970, Africa was essentially self-
sufficient in food. In 1984, however, some 140 million
Africans out of a total of 531 million were being fed

with grain from abroad.

This comes through very vividly in a study made of
world conditions by the prestigious Worldwatch In-
stitute of Washington D.C. It is a frightening picture.
The study was led by its Director, I-ester Brown, who
terms drought "the triggering event" for Africa's
famine, not the basic cause. Noting the gradual dec.
line in per capita foodgrain production in Africa since

1967, Brown said the food crisis is the result of the
fastest population growth of any continent in history,
wide spread soil erosion and the neglect of agriculture
by African Governments.

Soil Erosion and Acid Rain

As Brown said, accelerating soil erosion is dimming
the food prospects of virtually every country from the

Mediterranean to the Cape of Good Hope and that in
one country, Ethiopia alone, a billion tons of top soil
was being lost annually. As Brown saw it, the famine
now gripping that ancient country was foreshadowed
by years of severe soil erosion.

'Such things had happened before. It happened in
India in ancient times when overgrazing led to the

creation of the Rajasthan desert. It is happening in
large parts of Africa today.
' Brown's research team found that stresses on natural

systems caused by population growth tend to have a
self-reinforcing effect. Actually the team suspects that
population growth may be indirectly reducing rainfall
by decreasing the land's vegetative cover. As Brown
put it: "As vegetation is reduced by deforestation or
overgrazi.ng, the share of rainfall running off directly
to the ocean increases. Less rainfall evaporates into
the atmosphere to recharge rain clouds that move in-
land". The speculation now is, that if population
growth is leading to a long-term decline in rairrfall in
Africa. then rve are on the edge of an unfoldine drama

in human life, on a scale that has no precedent, one

that tlre rvorld is not well prepared to manage. Al-

ready thousands are dying in Ethiopia while the United
States is playing politics. There is need to rush food
to Ethiopia on a massive scale but there seems to bc
considerable hesitancy to do so. Ethiopia, it may be
remembered, is within the Soviet sphere of influence.

If Africa is beset with one set of problems, advanced
and highly developed Europe is suffering from another
set of pro!.!eqr; no less,dangerous. Here, the danger
comes from acid rain and air pollutants from the
combustion of fossil fuels in automobiles and power
plants both of which are reported to be laying waste
the forests of central Europe. As one researcher
states: . "Indeed pollutants may be destroying the
forests of Czechoslovakia, Poland and West Germany
even faster than the axe and plough destroyed those ol
India and El Salvador".

One survey of West German forests shows that
damage to them have increased from a low 8 per cent
of the forested area in 1982 to a high 34 per cent in
1983 and to 50 per cent in 1984. This is spreading
cancer. The Germans call it Waldsterben-literally
forest death.

A Frightenhg Prospect

The loss of forests is not the only unforeseen cost of
the growing and spreading use of fossil fuels. One
result of the use of fossil fuels is the addition to the
atmosphere of carbon dioxide. Rising atmospheric
carbon dioxide levels could lead to a warming of the
earth and a rise in average temperature of several

degrees in the decades ahead. The warming would
then affect rainfall, shifting it from one zone to another.

A frightening prospect that is held out by Brown
and his researchers is the possibility of the principal
grain-growing regions in the United States and the
Soviet Union becoming potential rainfall losers.
China, too, they assert, could lose rainfall in the
northern part of the country and gain in the south,
thus worsening the existing water imbalance between
the two regions.

Forests are not replenished fast enough. In Africa
the loss of forests exceeds the planting of trees by a

ratio of 29 to l-which is clearly inadmissible and is
houncl to create havoc. In Latin America the ratio is
l0 to I and in Asia, 5 to l. Even 5 to I is an un-
acceptable ratio and the gap has to be filled. The
extent of planting must eventually begin to exceed the
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amount beiug cleared, if climatic stability is to bc
restored.

The tragedy is that, hitherto unknown and unsuspect-
ed dangers are presently surfacing in the world as a

result of deforestation and lessening rainfall. Until
this century, for instance, widespread extinction of
plant and animal species has been somewhat rare. The
proliferation of new species gave rise to the great
diversity of life on earth. But now, it would seem,
as human demands on the ecosystem have grown, ex-
tinction of plants and animals are outpacing the ap-
pearance of new species at a rate never before experi-
enced. T'he world's genetic base is shrinking just
whbn the need for genetic diversity is greatest.

Control the Use o[ Fossil Fuels

The Worldwatch report does not specify when some

of the calamities that are threatend-such as the
after-eftects of a rise in carbon dioxide concentratiou
in the atmosphere-will come to pass, except some-
what vaguely. Thus two scientists have been quoted
as saying that if industrial countries expand fossil
fuel use beyond 4 per cent a year (the rate prevailing
from 1900 to 1980), atmospheric carbon dioxide
levels will double pre-industrial levels by 2030, with-
out even considering any increase in fossil fuel use
for developing countries. Under this scenario, average

temperatures would rise 3 degrees Celsius (just over 5

degrees Fahrenheit) within the next 45 years, a period
well within the life span of today's young adults. And
what would happen if atmospheric carbon dioxide
levels go up? One deduction is that thermal expansion
alone from the temperature increase would raise
averuge sea levels by some five feet as the oceans slow-
ly warm by absorbing heat from the atmosphere. In
addition, melting ice in both Greenland and Antarctica
would contribute to a rise in sea level. There also
would be a substantial rise of sea levels as a result of
the melting of floating ice in the Arctic Ocean.

The outside time limit for a doubling of atmospheric
carbon dioxide and a rise of 5 to 7 meters in ocean

level is about two centuries. But even a short-term
rise of one meter can adversely aftect many coastal
cities and lowJying agricultural land. And inundation
of low-lying lands with sea water can not only reduce
rice output, and increase water salinity but contribute
to shifts in population, increase in unemployment and
rural distress.

With seas that are five to seven metres higher, vast
areas of rice land in the flood plains of the Ganges,
the Yellow and the Mekong rivers would become un-

cultivable in the absence of dikes to hold back the
sea.

It{ore Chipko Movements Needed

Many governments all over the world tend to dis-
miss these warnings as "worst-case" scenarios not to
be taken too seriously. And that is the greatest dan-
ger of all. Futurology is considered a dismal science
fit only for science fiction.

It is difficult to get peoples and governments
enthused over saving future generations two hundred
years later. They are lnore concerned over the here
and now. Which is a pity. But a sense of responsibility
demands that we invest not only in today but in the
future as rvell. It may not have occurred to the Aryan
cowherds that they may be doing untold damage to
the country's ecology by permitting over-grazing. It
wa's their folly that led to the Rajasthan desert. Tho
cycle has to be reversed and the world's cumulative
experience suggests that the cycle can indeed be
reversed, given the courage and vision to do so. The
Chipko movement in India is the beginning of such
a movement for reversal. Steps are being taken both
in Europe and the United States to decrease pollution
of the air, especially from emissions from automobiles
which cumulatively could lead to "acid rain". Western
nations are finding to their cost that the problem i;
one of immediate concern. Wholesale destruction of
woods in Sweden which supplies newsprint to the
rvorld is a matter not onlv for the Srvedish economy.
but for communication media all over the world
Ecology and economy are inter-related and what
happens to Sweden becomes a matter of concern to
people the world over.

This is not a matter of crying wolf. The World-
watch Institute says categorically that if the goal oi
economic, environmental and population policies is to
improve the human condition. then the policies of
many governments are now failing. There is less and
less faith and hope in the future, when advancement
in medicine, technoloey and exDertise in many fields
should make us anticipate the future with ioy. There
is a whole range of steos that need to be taken in
India, for example, which we should not lose sight of,
in our pre-occupation with politics. The alarm bells
are rineing and we would be a sinsularlv irresponsible
seneration if we do not listen to the warning signals
and act on them-now. And action has to be stenned
un as much in regard to afforestation, air pollution,
sub-soil water as to familv planning.

Mn M. V. Kamath is a lormer editor of the
Illustrated Weekly ol India.
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The Truth About Mr. Nicechopovich
Berncrrd Levin

I have frequently drawn attention to a curious habit
which many people in this country seem addicted to:
it is the habit of hailing every new Soviet leader as a
truly enlightened and liberal figure, vastly different
from his brutal and obdurate predecessors, who is
going to sweep away tyranny in his own country with
one hand while encouraging mutual trust and friend-
ship in ours with the other. The addicts of this habit
do not seem to notice that they are thus. obliged, by
implication, to classify their new hero, the moment
he goes, as among the brutal and obdurate ones, re-
peating the reclassification every time they greet the
new dawn in the new hero; what they never do is to
denounce a Soviet tyrant while he is actually tyfan-
nizing.

Malenkov, Khrushchev, Brezhnev, Andropov, now
Chernenko; each of them frees the addicts to admit
part (usually a small part) of the truth about the pre-
vious messiah while hailing the advent of the new one.
lndeed, it has now gone so far that the next Soviet
Leader, Mr. Gorbachev, is being promoted in the same

fashion, even though Chernenko is still alive.*
Robert Conquest coined a name for the allpurpose

Soviet redeemer; he is Ivan Nicechapovich Peacenikov.
But----or perhaps I mean so-it is necessary for us to
remind ourselves, before the current Ivan NP is buried
with full military honours, of what kind of man he is,
or more precisely, what kind of system the Soviet
ruler, whoever he may be at any given moment, lives
by and directs.

As it chances, I have information today which does
indeed serve to remind us of that which so many
voices in Britain are raised in order to make us forget.

First, there is the case of Dr. Anatoly Koryagin.
Dr. Koryagin, as my readers may recall, is a Soviet
psychiatrist who committed the one unforgivable crimc
against Soviet medical ethics; he examined a Soviet
dissident who had been incarcerated in one of thc
Soviet Union's madhouses-for-the-sane, found that
there was nothing mentally wrong with the man, and
said so. For this, he was sent to the concentration
camp, and later to a prison, where he is now reportcd
to be dying; he has been weakened by the hunger
strikes he has endured as a protest against the fright-
ful conditions in which he is being kept, and as an at-

x(This article was first published in The Times
(London) ol lanuary 8, 1985).
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tempt to persuade the authorities to allow him a visit
from his wife. He is receiving no rnedical treatment;
in plain English, he is being slowly and methodically
murdered, anC by the time these words appear he may
already be dead, a martyr to the truth and to his deter-
mination to uphold the standards of his profession as
a doctor.

In the Soviet Union, the private or semi-private
teaching of foreign languages is encouratetl ird b'sciii--
ally useful activity. The teaching of one such langu-
age, and one only, is forbidden, and the prohibition
is ferociously maintained with long prison sentences;
the language is llebrew. The ban i-s in force partly
brcause of domestic Soviet anti-semitic policies and
practices (many Soviet Jews, suffering more and more
for their identity, have sought solace in the learning of
their ancient language), partly because it is the langu-
age of modern lsrael, which as a Jewish state is ipJ.)
lacto to be condemned, partly because refuseniks (al-
most invariably sacked from their jobs as soon irs
they apply for emigration) can eke out a living by
such teachin-e, and partly because the bond it offers
tends to strengthen the determination of those who
give the lie to Soviet statements by persisting in their
desire to leave the country for ever.

Three Soviet Jews have recently leamed what a
Jew in the Soviet Union must face if he wants ro
teach Hebrew to those who want to learn it. They
are Yuly Edelshtein, Alexander Kholmiansky and
Josef Berenstein; they are aged respectively 26, 34
and 47.

Mr. Edelshtein, in mid-December, underwent a show
trial on a charge of possessing forbidden drugs, viz.,
one gram of marijauna and eight grams of opium "in
the raw stalk". No evidence was given io support the
prosecution's case that Mr. Edelshtein used such
drugs; the militia men who arrested him said that the
drugs had been found on a window-sill, though there
are no sills to the window of his flat; experts in these
matters point out that to make usable opium from the
raw stalk is impossible without a laboratory process
(to which, of course, Mr. Edelshtein would have had
no access); and the prosecutor ordered his arrest on
a charge of possessing illegal drugs before sending the
substances for analysis.

Before the trial, the guards were overheard being
briefed; they were told that the defendant was a Jewish
nationalist rvho had been criminally dealing in drugs,
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and ordered to fill the public seats and prevent any
genuine member qf the public getdng in (in the event,
only Mr. Edelshtein's motfidr and wife were allowed to
attend). The defence was not permitted to call any
witnesses, and Mr. Edelshtein was sentenced to three
years in prison.

The second victim, Alexander Kholrniansky, was
chargcd with possessing a revolver and ammunition.
These things were "found" in his room in his flat he
shares with his parents; the only person in the flat at
the time of the search by militia men was Mr. Khol-
miansky senior, and he rvas not present when the
'actudl "Fnd" was made. The militia men also plantecl
some Hebrew texts, one of which turned out to be e
document removed, in an earlier search, from the home
of another young man who was learning Hebrew; the
only possible conclusion is that the production of in-
criminating documents is so inefficient that some of
them have to be used twice. Mr. Kholmiansky has
not yet been tried, but has been held for more than
three months in prison; he embarked on a hunger
strike, and when last heard of was being forcibly fed.

The third teacher of the forbidden language, Josef

Berenstein, \r,as returning from the consecration of his
mother's gravestone when he was attacked by a gang
of militia-men. He resisted, and was sentenced to four
years imprisonment for "anti-Soviet actions".

In prison, he was so badly beaten up that rvhen his
wife managed to get permission to visit him, she

could recognize him only by his voice (they have been
married for 25 years). The prison authorities claim-
ed that he had inflicted the injuries on himself (he
has lost the sight of one eye and much of the sight of
the other); they told his wife that unless both he and
she co-operated, he would face a new charge of caus-
ing grievous bodily harm to himself. When she asked
for medical assistance for her husband, it was refused.

After Mrs. Thatcher had met the latest Ivan Nice-
chapovich, she said: I like Mr. Gorbachev; we can do
business together". I have to remind her that, in an
earlier day, there were senior figures in the Conserva-

tive Party who liked Herr von Ribbentrop and who
not only could but did "do business together" with
him. Happily, their approbation did not save him
from subsequently being hanged for, among other
things, complicity in persecution and murder.
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De-linking:The Need for Caution

s. K.

WE HAVE of late been hearing from some very high
quarters of the need to delink jobs from academic
degrees. The idea is being announced as if it is a

startling new discovery, while in fact it is at least half
a century old. It is obvious that there is no real con-
nection between the kind of education that is avail-
able in our colleges and universities and the kind of
jobs that most graduates seek and maqagg.tq ge!, . T!.e
education they have had, or are supposed to have had,
does not equio them to do the kind of work they are

employed on. Many of them therefore come to feel
that the four or more years of their youth that they
have spent in acquiring a B.A. or an M.A. degree

have been a waste. Many of those who have studied
their subjects well sincerelv feel a sense of frustration
when they find that what they have studied cannot be
put to use in the offices or factories or wherever else

they are employed. As a result academic or higher
education is denigrated and it is even suggested that
such education be scrapped in favour of some kind of
practical or technical training.

Knowledge is an Ultimate Value

Although there is much to be said for practical
training and for setting up a large number of tech-
nical institutes or polytechnics which would help relieve
much of the present pressure on the colleges and uni-
versities, it would be a gross and mischievous error to
do away with academic education. A society which
would banish theoretical knowledge-subjects like pure
physics or mathematics, archeology, ancient history or
philosophy-would not remain a civilized society for
long for the sinrple but not always obvious reason
that knowledge as such (without any strings attached)
is an ultimate value and the desire for it is a funda-
mental human desire, a man's birthright. Words
written about metaphysics (the theoretical subject par
excellence) could wcll apply to all academic know-
ledge:

"Whatever nation has given up Metaphysics is in a

state of intellectual insolvency' Though its grana-

ries should be bursting, though its territories should

be netted with railroads, though its rnills and foun-

dries should be the busiest in the world, the ntark

of the beast is uoon it, and it is going the rvay of all

brutality." (D. Masson)

-'>f-

Ookeriee

Apart frorn the above consideration and even from
the point of view of sheer expediency, a removal of
theoretical knowledge would be suicidal. All the most
sophisticated achievements of technology, from com-
puters to nuclear reactors and space ships, have been
the result of high-grade theory, a result that, at the
time of theorising, were unintended and even unsus-
pected by. lhqsg- who did the. theoretical research..
ir"n.", ii il anyribdy;i'g.ibsr as'to whai"future appiiiiui 
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cations might follow from a piece of pure research.

A Big Hoax

Let 1t be acceptcd, then that a civilised society can-
not abandon academic education. Let us also admit
that such education does not, as such. have any direct
practical applicability and, in the large majority of
cases, is not relevant to the kind of employment which
our graduates seek and obtain. The real tragedy is
that most of them have not imbibed the kind of edu-
cation that their degrees appear to indicate. It is not
that they are academicallv educated but cannot put
that education to use; the pity of it is that they are
not really so educated at all. In most cases it has
only been a great, big hoax.

The reason for this has been obvious for years.
Academic education, by its very nature, is for those
who are theoretically inclined and capable of benefit-
ing from it. The others can make nothing of it, but
the unfortunate 'linking' of degrees and jobs that has
obtained in India has forced them to go in for it and
thus to waste the best part of their youth when they
could have been more profitably emoloyed. It has, iu
aCdition, made them completely disillusioned about
the value of education. And society in general, watch-
ing the oerformance of the degree-holders, has become
cynical about higher education.

The main cause of the failure of higher education
in India is the very large and ever-growing number of
those who join the colleges and the universities. The
student population in 1982 was 18 times what it was
in 1950, while the number of teachers increased ten
times. In 1950 the teacher-student ratio was 1 to 8,
while in 1982 it rvas I to 14.8. rvhich means that a

lecturer norv teaches alntost twice as many students
as a lecturer taught about 32 years aso. But even this
is a misleading picture, for while in a few subiects like
literature, history or philosophy the classes consist of
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a handful of students, in others like economics. socio-
logy or psychology and most of the science subjects a

teacher has to lecture to 80 or a 100 studcnts. Since,
for all practical pulposes, the lecture method is the
only viable method among us, the teacher-student ratio
in most cases is really 1 to 80 or 100.

Add to this utterly unsatisfactory situation the fact
thot most college teachers have to give l7 lectures a

week*, and it is easy to see how the present situation
makes nonsense of real academic work.

DeJinking Alone not the Answer

'De-linking', then, a-Dpears to be the only logical
solution to our problem. But it is not as simple a::

it has often been made out to be for two reasons:
(i) feasibility and (ii) eftectiveness.

l. Since there are always bound to be more appli-
cants than jobs, many have to stay out, and so far
the degree has ser"red as a criterion of selection. 'De-
linking' would mean that each employer would have
to devise and give his own test. Devising suitable tests

would call for intensive research and imagination, and
giving the tests and assessing the performances would
require the kind of work that the universities are do-
ing at present. Would the government (the biggest
employer) and the various organisations in the private
sector be able or willing to do this?

2. Suppose that these difficulties are overcome and

we now can get students who are properly motivated
and potentially capable of undertaking and benefiting
from an academic education, the millennium is not
immediately likely to follow. Unless the government
were to change some of the conditions of its educa-
tional oolicy, there is going to be no imorovement irr
the quality of higher education. Since the governmenl
pays the salary bill, it has laid down three conditions'

i. The maximum number of students in a class
or a division is 80, but this limit is elastic and
may be stretched to 100 (i.e., if, say, 93 stu-
dents opt for a subject, a new division cannot
be opened).

ii. Unless 15 students have opted for a certain
subject in the First Year class, that subject
cannot be taught.

iii. A lecturer is bound to give 17 lectures a
week*.

'r Those who take I post-graduate lecture a week have a
remission of l* lectures a week in their undergraduate work
and hcads of departrnents have a further remission of 2 lec-
tures a wcek and those who are guiding Ph.D. students a fur-
ther 2 lectures.

Thus, if the nnmber of undergraCuates drops due to
'de-linking', the staff of a college will correspondingly
be reduced, so that the teacher-student ratio would
remain the same as before (or even worsen in some
cases) and a closer conta$ between student and tea-
cher-the need of the hour-would remain an idle
dream.

The maximum number of lectures that can be taken
per subject is fixed by the University (though, of,
course a lecturer, if he has the stamina, may take more,
but the extras will not be counted towards his lecture-
load). As per condition (iii), two lecturers will be
needed to give the 36 lectures. In those subjects where
there are two divisions, each division will have about
80 students. Now, suppose that due to 'de-linking',
there is a 50 per cent drop in the enrolment. Two
divjsions for Psychology in the first and second years,
and two divisions for the Foundation Course in the
Arts and Science classes will not be permitted, with
the result that the lecture-quota will drop by 14 lectures
(as per condition (i) above). Further, due to the
general drop in enrolment, there rvould be fewer than
15 students opting for Philosophy in the First Year.
so that (as per condition (ii) above) this class would
have to be closed down. This would result in a further
drop of four lectures. With l8 lectures out of 36 gone,
one of the two lecturers would also have to go. There
is also another condition that if no students take a

certain subject in the First Year, none can take it in
the Second and Third years either, so that if, say, in
1985-86 nobody takes Philosophy in the First Year
B.A., in 1987-88 there would be a larger exodus of
lecturers.

It is not difficult to see that unless, along with 'de-
linking', the three obnoxious conditions mentioned
above are also removed, there could be no improve-
ment in the teacher-student ratio.

Along with the talk about 'deJinking' there has so

far been no mention of revising any of the arbitrarv,
short-sighted and unacademic conditions that stifle al!
attempts at efiective teaching, however well-motivated,
competent or sincere our teachers might be. The
bureaucratic mind that decides and arranges these

things has a very hazy idea as to what academic edu-
cation is all about. A change, at least for the better,
is unlikely, and so, with or without 'de-linking', we
will probably remain at square one or whatever square
we are at.

Prol. S. K. Ookeriee teaches at the Wilson
College, Bombay.
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IJ. S. Policy in Latin America

Ashley Tellis

TO THE policy makers in Washington DC, Carri-
bean-Central American politics must look like an

turending suppuration. The 1980 election of Presideni

Reagan signalled a more assertive U.S. resporlse in
the Carribean, but the irresistible seductiort of supply
side economics in the early Reagan years resulted in
Central American concerns being tirrust into the back-
ground. The painful truth is that despite occasiotlal
blusterings, the American policymakers have not
taken the Carribean-Central American Basin seriously
enough and it sometimes seems that they imagine the
invisible hand will somehow deal with the suppura-
tion. In retrospect, then, one cannot escape the un-
easy feeling that the Carribean-Central Americau
miasma may turn out to be one more instance of
praxis in search of policy, as American policymakers
are learning, once again, of the trouble caused by
talking and chewing gum at the same time.

It is almost self-evident today that the foreign
policy establishment itself is rent deep by differing
perceptions and hence, differing policy recommenda-
tions for the region.l "Doves" tend to view the miasma
as an autonomous problem caused by indigenous struc-
tures of poverty, injustice and oligarchic, closed poli-
tical systems, rather than by Soviet interventionist acti-
vity. In contrast, "hawks" argue that the real issue
revolves around SovierCuban-Nicaraguan covert inter-
vention and, as such, this activity embodies the core
of Soviet needling in an attempt to hit America's soft
underbelly, through alterations in the regional balance
of power.

Inability to Think Strategically

However, both views are only partially corlect. Tl.re
dovish interpretation, while pointing to the need for a
comprehensive solution embracing the economic and
social causes of instability, fails to understancl the cru-
cial clcnrent of predatory Soviet actions and rvhile the
hawks are excellent elucidators of meddlesome Soviei
tactics, they, in turn, seem unable to clearly explairr
the strategic purposes of such behaviour. lt is hardly
any surprise, thercfore, that Arncrica's trirclitional
Carribean-Central American policy heretoforc. was
exemplary for its lackadaisical vacillation. Whilst this
is partly a procluct of the lack of internal consensus
on the nature and gravity o[ the problent. it is rnore
inrpoltantly a conspicuous exanrple of tltc bureau-

I

cratic mentulity that has permeated Americarr politico-
rnilitary institutions artd which consequently, retards
their abilitl' to think strnttgi<'ul11'.

The purpose of tbis article is to avoid the contenl-
porary analyst's aflection for petty dctails pertainine
to logistics and insurgency,e and instead sketch out
tlie larger stakes that underwrite such operations, from
Moscow's perspectives. In so doing, one argues a for-
tiori, f.or renewed Arnerican interest not in petty ope-

rational details so beloved of beaureaucrats, but rather
in the grand canvas o[ Soviet strategic purposes.

Soviet Strategy

Soviet strategic purposes are best understood against
a backdrop of American policy in the Carribean-Cen-
tral Arnerican region and one must go back briefly to
the crucial early 1970s for a better appreciation of
the problem. The ushering in of detente and the Nixon
Doctrine marked a shift from an activist American
policy in the region to one of benign neglect where
with the heady successes ol detente, the U.S. tacitly
abandoned, in L974, its policy of economic denial
against Cuba and attempted to normalise relations with
it, Cuba's African adventures notwithstanding. This
development encouraged Latin American-Carribean
nations to enter independently into expanding ties with
Cuba and the Soviet Union, whilst Soviet theoreticians
like Boris Pononrarev saw in such developments mag-
nificent opportunities for the achievement of Soviet
strategic objectives:

"Secmingly quite reliable rear lines of American
imperialism are becoming a tremendous hotbed of
anti-imperialist revolution. A tremendous revolu-
tionary nlovellrent is developing by the side of the
main citadel of imperialism, the United States.
Thcse changes are having and, unquestionably, will
continue to havc a strong impact on further changes
irr the corrclatior-r of world forces in favour of ths
international wolking class and socialism."3

-fhe sucltlctr o;tening ol' intlu-American rclations paved
tltc rvli_i [ol a cltral Soviet policl, u,helc local Cont-
ruurtisl par'1ics wclc: rrurlevolcnlly cncorrruccd to infil-
trate tradc uniorrs antl rlorrreslic politics. rvhilst Mos-
corv pursued lhc rrrore bcnign objcctives of nornralis-
ins tlil':lonrirtic arttl c<,rrrnrclciirl tics. N{i.irrrn lrilc. poprr-
list nrilitary coul)s in lScuaclor, lloliviir. Pananra and
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Peru, assisted Moscou,'s printe objective of influenc-
ing the anned forces, an institution hitherto immune
to communist influence. This unexpected bonanza,

horvever, quickly disappeared with a spate of right-
wing military takeovers in Uruguay, Bolivia and Argen-
tina arrd thus, the clumsy Soviet theoretical contrap-
tion that "progressrve military regimes can aid socia-
Iism" gave way as well.

Cuba-The Revolutionary Fulcrum

With right-rving military takeovers having thwarted
Moscow's bid to influence Latin American political
outcomes through manipulation of domestic factions-
a phenomenon the despairing Soviets termed as "a
reactionary counteroffensive unprecedented in Latin
American history"-the path was now set for Moscow
resurrecting Cuba as the revolutionary fulcrum through
which terrorist groups like the Tupamaroes in Uru-
guay and the Montoneros in Argentina were directed.
The victory of the Sandinistas in Nicaragua however,
proved the conclusive ideological victory for Havana
over Moscow, as Soviet theoreticians who had previ-
ously heaped scorn on the Castro-Guevara-Debray
concept of the efficacy of armed struggle, now began
to pay revisionist obeisance to the Castroist logic.

Thus, the world (and avid American specialists!)
were introduced to the now familiar Cuban tactics of-
(a) unifying splintered radical groups behind com-

mitments to armed struggle, as a pre-condition for
Cuban training and assistance-sometimes, even sanc-

tioning assassinations within guerrilla factions in order

to unify diverse guerrilla sects;a

(b) placing KGB and Moscow trained ideologi-
cally committed cadres in guerrilla command struc-

tures and training camps to shape the direction of the

insurrection;t
(c) developing supply lines routed through Cuban

advisors, who besides guaranteeing the security of

logistics, became Castro's bargaining chips with the

insurgents;
(d) inserting Cuban advisors in the strategy plan-

ning of guerrilla movements to ensure control both,

of the movements and of the governments once they

had gained power. As Alejandro Montenegro, Salva-

doran guerrilla field commander, admitted.

"From the political and military point of view, all
the dccisions the DRU took-from the strategie

sense, lrotn thc nrilitary sense-were done ill co-

ordination rvith the Cubans. For example, in Nov-

"mher 1980, wheu gtterrilla leaders met in Havana,
the nrilitarl' plan for thc finll otfcnsive in January,
l98l n'as authorised by thc Cubans."6

Since 1975, the Soviet Union has indulged irr the
nrost lavish rearming of Cuba with fanciful weaponry
utterly remote from aiding any sirnple insurrection.
Cuba has by far the most tormrdable and larger mili-
tary force in the Central Aruerican Basin, with the
exception of the United States, a potency made mani-
fest by massive transfusions of MiG-23 and MiG-27
aircraft, T-62 tanks, BM-21 multiple launch rocket
systems, BMP Infantry Combat Vehicles, 7SU-23-4
SP antiaircraft guns, ML-24 helicopter gunships, SA-2
and 5A-6 surface-to-air missiles, Turya and Zhuk fast
attack craft, Foxtrot class submarines, Osa/Komar
class missile boats as well as a Koni class frigate-anci
various other stores amounting to a record 66,000
tons transferred annually to Cuba since 1981, in lieu
of basing facilities at Cienfuegos and a heighteneci
Soviet military presence on the island.?

What is of serious concern is not simply the rearma-
ment of Cuba, per se, or for that matter Nicaragua, as

{nuch as the goals embodied by the quality and nature
of the armaments so transferred.

The bulk of Soviet arms transfers to both these
states, does not consist of infantry and personnel
arms, which might be construed as "defensive" in
orientation but instead, power projection, amphibious
and transport assets, and high-quality interdiction
strike/interceptor aircraft constitute the bulk of Soviet
generosity. It is fairly logical to conclude therefore,
that massive transfers of such big-ticket items hardly
constitute the stuff of which insurgencies are made!

Soviet Goals are Mostly More Ambitious

Even more sinister than the arms transfers are the
growing logistical networks that the Soviets have
sponsored in both Cuba and Nicaragua. In Cuba, at
least three and possibly nine airfields have been
upgraded to host the Soviet TU-95 Bear heavy
bombers capable of carrying nuclear air-to-surface
missiles, which since 1970 have been routinely tran-
siting from the Kola peninsula to Cuban airfields
without any U.S. protest. In Nicaragua, aircraft revei-
ments to handle high performance fighters have beert

completed at Sandino airfield and a new military air-
field at Punta Huete when completed, will have the

longest runway in Central Amcrica (3,200 rn capable
of accommodating Sovict jct fighters, heavy trallsllort
aircral't and Backfire bonrbers. Equally troublesotlle
is thc reportetl secret Nicaraguart-Soviet agreeurent for
the constructiorr of a sca levcl, iutcnrceanic catral
across the Surr Juan Rivcr: and Lake Nicaragua, which
r','oultl in cllcct, "urur tlte licrrrrsplrurs: antl elarttp u I'ise

of Soviet naval projcction around the Carribean,s
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Despite the obvious and short conclttsion that such

Soviet presence is immediately threatening to Ameri-
can interests in Central America, Soviet goals are in
reality vastly more ambitious. They include nothing
less than an elaborate castrametation designed to effec-

tuate "strategic denial" through pursuing an entirc
flanking moveurerlt directed against the sea lines of
communications of Europe and Japan in case of con-

flict.
The primary goal, then, of Soviet naval and air

presence in the Carribean is to create an interdiction
capability effective enough to disrupt sea lines of com-
munication, and impede NATO's "swing strategy" in
case of conflict. Current NATO strategy calls for the
airlift of three U.S. reinforcing divisions to Europe in
an emergency, where they would mate with previously
stored and forward deployed war materials, whilst,
simultaneously, 5 additional divisions with heavy
weapons would be moved by the Military Sealift Com-
mand and other requisitioned bottoms by sea. The
optimal embarkation port for three U.S. divisions--
the 2nd Armoured, the 1st Mechanised and 5th
Infantry-is Beaumont, Texas, on the Gulf of Mexico,
whereas the other three, the 7th, 9th and 25th Infantry
Divisions based in Harvaii, Washington and California,
respectively, would be moved by sea through the

Panama Canal and thence eastwards, south of Cuba.

Scaling the Sea-lanes

Soviet strategy thus conceives that Cuban/Nicara-
guan based Soviet forces would indulge in persistent
harassment and sea denial operations, attempting to
seal the four major choke points in the thirteen Carri-
bean sea lanes through which all the reinforcements
would have to pass. In doing so, the Soviets would
also attempt to attenuate the American advantages of
operating through the Panama Canal as well. which
far from being obsolete. currently remains the key
multiplier that errables the U.S. maintain a three-oceatr
presence rvith a depleted one-and-a-half-ocearr navy.
Sincc only 13 of the roughly 500 U.S. naval vessels

are too large to transit the Canal, there is no reason
to believe that American uaval movement through it
in thc future rvill be any the less imoortant than it
was in thc r.rast. Interdicting the sante, thus, remains
thc kci, lo obslructirrq llte rvartirnc leinforcement of
Westcrn Errrone and so achieving Soviet strategic
ohjcctivcs orr tht- Contincnt.

Soviel sea denial canlbilitics rvere orninouslv demon-
stratecl irr llxcrcisc OKEAN'75. whcre- lhc Soviets

llractisr:cl obstrtretins LI.S. rraval breakout into the

South Atluutic. rvhilc simultancouslv intcrdictins con-

voys in the North Atlantic shipping lanes, World
War II demonstrated the lethality of such an opera-
tion when German U-boats without the aid of reple-
nishment and air cover, sank over 260 ships in six
short months, in the face of an Allied 2 : 1 superiority
in anti-submarine forces. Today, Soviet submarines
operating from Cicnfuegos not only benefit fron.
replenishment and air cover, but also have the ratios
pxactly reversed to their advantage.

Since the naval ship visits programme began in
1969, truly a landmark year in Soviet naval expan-
sion, Cuba has hosted a variety of Soviet ships,
including the mammoth Kara class cruisers. Nume-
rous Cuban based MiG-23 and MiG-27 sorties have
been flown by Soviet pilots, some of which have been
sighted with operational nuclear bomb bays. Intelli-
gence sources have consequently speculated about the
possible presence of nuclear weapons on the island
and a furious debate has erupted between the U.S.
Senate and the Department of State on this score.e

The construction of a nuclear submarine docking
facility at Cienfuegos gave notice of the secondary
intention of Soviet presence, namely, to service ballistic
missile submarines (SSBNs) and nuclear attack sub-
marines (SSNs) operating in the Western Atlantic.
Thanks to inhospitable geography, Soviet SSBNs

departing on patrol have to traverse through numerous
"choke points" like the Bhosphorus, the G-I-UK Gap
and the Kurile Trench, before they reach their patrol
areas in the Atlantic and Pacific oceans.

It has been an article of faith amongst Western
naval strategists that mining these "choke points"
prior to hostilities will cause a high rate of attrition,
devastating the Soviet SSBN fleet if it attempts a

breakout to sea. However, the use of a forward
deployment and replenishment facility like Cienfuegos
preempts the need for Soviet SSBNs to traverse risky
"choke points" and besides increasing their on-station
patrol time, enhances their rate of survival beyonJ
standard Western naval estirhates.

The tertiary goal of Soviet presence in the Carri.
bean is interdicting American strategic trade. The
Carribean sea routes carrv more than 50 per cent of
U.S. oil imports to domestic markets as well as over
70 per cent of American iurports of strategic raw
nraterials. The Carribean hasin itself is a principal
source of U.S. rar.r' nrlterial inrports. especiallv strate-
gic rninelals like silver. zinc. qvnsrrnr. arrtimony. mer-
cury, bismuth. seleniurrr. harium arrcl rhenttttr. The
loss of tradinc rotttes u'<rttld l'rc crtlctrrclv detrinlcntal
to thc U.S. econontv. the efTects of rvhich in a crisis

could well rriqh hc incalculablc.
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On reconsicleration, it is easy to perceive that Soviet

aims are far more grandiose than exporting "revolu-
tion". The real issue beyond the headlines is the

Soviet capability to squarely interdict the vital Ame-

rican interests and Western Alliance lifelines and in
effect, hold America's global strategy hostage in thc
'event of a larger conflict. The American policymakers'

obsession with the "export of revolution" snaps at a

red herring lured to distract attention and direct

American defensive strength from Europe and Asia,
to ruount a costly and btrrdensome shield, leaving in
the process primary American interests vulnerable to

Soviet hegemony.

Need for Change in U.S. Thinking

As the National Bipartisan Commission on Central
America, correctly argued,

"At the level of global strategy, therefore, the

advance of Soviet and Cuban power on the Ame-

rican mainland affects the global balance. To the

extent that a further Marxist-Leninist advance in

Central America leading to progressive deteriora-

tion and a further projection of Soviet and Cuban
power in the region required us to defend against

security threats near our borders, we would face a

difficult choice between unpalatable alternatives.

We would either have to asSume a permanently

increased defense burden, or see our capacity to
defend distant trouble-soots reduced, and as a result

have to reduce important commitments elsewhere

in the world. From the standpoint of the Soviet

IJnion, it would be a major strategic coup to impose

on the United States the burden of defending our
southern approaches, thereby stripping us of the

compensating advantage that offsets the burden of
our transoceanic lines of communication."l0

If viewed in strategic perspective, the Carribean-

Central American crisis was long cominq. The temp-

tation of being able to hold American global strategy

hostage in her own "strategic rear" was too prized a

plum to pass over urrsnatched and was almost inevit-

able since Khrushchev as far back as 1961, declared thc

Monroe Doctrine "clead". What is fascinating' how-

ever, abottt the gost-62 Soviet behaviour is not that

they have systctnatically transgressed the Kennedv

unclerstarrcling but that they have done so methodi-

cally ancl patientll'. nraking small and ostensibly mar-
girr;.rl ntor'.'', thlt, i1t tttrcliscovere<l otld /<'rt' unchallengecl

lravc beert steadilv folltlrved bv nerv increnrental moves'

lcrding to a cottsistcrrt lluildins of porver in the Carri-

bean Basin and a projection of it to other parts of the

Hemisphere.
The time has come for the American nation to

recommit itself to holding the Soviet Union to thc
substance of the Kennedy agreements and her task,

however, will only be made easier if she begins to
think of Soviet activilies strategically, tather than if
she buries herself in an interminable mass oI tactical

details. If the Reagan Administration succumbs to
this crucial latter temptation, it will be judged more
guilty of a lack of strategic thinking than it is wont to
accuse its detractors of.
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Bhopal and the Multinational
Thomcs M. Glqdwin & Ingo Wqlter

ll/e reproduce below an article thal appearecl

recently in the Asian llall Street lournal on the Bhopal
tragedy. The authors, who teach at the Graduate School
ol Business Administration at New York University,
draw attention to the fact that multinationals dilutc
control when "forced by host governments to share

Nontrol ol loreign units." When this happens "fewer
reEources are typically committed by the parent.,, In
other words lhe tragedy resulted from the fact that
safety standards were not rigidly adhered to by the
'affiliate. Government regulations are blamed for
coming in the way ol multinationals exercising greater
control over their affiliates. 14e invite readers lo
comment on the issues raised in the article.

Restrictive Indian foreign investment regulations
that mandate significant local participation and
sourcing, alongside economic self-sufficiency poli-
cies, may have reduced Union Carbide's motivation
and/or capacity to ensure adequate environmental and

irrdustrial safety at its Bhopal plant, largely by dilut-
ing the degree of parent control and reducing the flow
of relevant expertise into that 50.9% Carbide-owned
affiliate. Indeed, regulations driven by nationalism may
lie at the core of any in-depth explanation of Bhopal's
tragedy.

How have multinationals such as Union Carbide
generally behaved when forced by host governments

to share control of foreign units--either with a local
partner, a group of local investors, or the government

itself. All organizations, including multinationals, tend

to economize on internal coordination and control
whenever possible, whether it involves financial, envi-
ronmental or othcr matters. When control over an

affiliate is diluted and rewards from the activities of
that affiliate are depressed, fewer resources are typi-
cally committed by the parent. Intangible assets, such

as proprietary technology, are less likely to be sharecl

u'ith the local partrter'. given the reducecl flexihility of

the venture arrcl its limited responsiveness to the needs

r.rf the largel c()rporate slrtlcttlle. Thc nrultinatiorral is

lc:s likcli to ltrllf irrclrrclc sttclt lt vcllltlrc irt i1s ll'rl'lrl
inkrlrnation/cxpcrtise ttctuork irr thc llrcsencc oI thc

"free-riding" local partners. It is more likely to be
held at arm's length.

Control Dilution

With diluted control, conflicts are likely to occur
between local and international perspectives on such
issnes as plant modernization vs. dividend payouts.
Cultural differences may raise communication obsta-
cles and give rise to disputes over management philo-
sophies and operating procedures. Some studies show
that joint ventures, compared with wholly owned sub-
sidiaries, tend to be less profitable, although they do
seem to be more likely to adapt manufacturing techno-
logies to local conditions.

Does this "control dilution" hypothesis apply to
Bhopal? It obviously is too early to tell for sure, and
the posturing of the various parties in the now more
than $100 billion of lawsuits filed against Carbide has
clouded the true relationship between the parent and
its Indian affiliate. But a tentative reading of the pub-
licly available evidence so far suggests that the Bhopal
facility may have been operating quite independently
of the parent with regard to industrial and environ-
mental question-thus adding credence to the recent
admission by Warren M. Anderson, Carbide,s Chair-
man, that Union Carbide India Ltd. basically "operat-
ed as a separate company." And much of this rela-
tive autonomy can probably be traced to the pattern
of restrictive Indian regulations imposed on foreign
investment and the importation of products, know-how
and managerial and technical skills.

Carbide's Bhopal facility came under the rules of
India's 1973 Foreign Exchange Regulation Act, which
generally limits foreign i4vestors to a 40% equity
stake. In the late 1970s, however, Carbide persuaded
the government to grant an exception on the strict
application of FERA, based on its significant export
volume arrd thc technological sophistication of its ope-
ratiorrs.

Carbide was rcquircd by Inclian law to dcsign, cn-ei-
neer, build, opcrate and mainlairr its Bhopal plant with
locul l'rbour'. ntttcrials, cquipnrerrt arrd s(atl, unl,:ss it
i.'''rrlrl irro','c 1l l!rc authol'itic: thlrt rt!'c(lc(l rc(.\rrrce(
ucrc unavailatrlc locallt,. At tlrc tinre ol' thc acciclcnl.
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the plant was totally mauagecl by Indian nationals.
Detailecl plant-design, engineering and safety proce-
dures rvere reportedly left to an Indian team. Al-
though process safety standards developed by Carbide
in thc U.S. rverc reportedly communicated to the
Lrditrn team, Calbicle's clirector of health, safety and
crrvinlnurcntal ullirirs lracl lu aclnrit to the press irr
December that "how those design engineers respondecl
tcr those stanclards is not knorvn at this time."

Local management determined the frequency of
safety audits. The plant had not been inspected by
headquarters auditors for 2-j-years prior to the accident.
The 1982 inspection report warned that, due to a
range of deficiencies including insufficient understand-
ing of safe operating procedures, "the plant represent-
ed either a higher potential for a serious accident or
more serious consequences if an accident should
occur." Although many of the safety related changes
recommended by the American inspection team ap-
parently were made, it seems that no safety experts
from the parent company ever returned to Bhopal to
follow up on the critical 1982 study.

l'ail-Safe Systems Inefrective

Nor had a computerized datalogging system like
the one at Carbide's West Virginia methyl isocyanate
plant-to detect buildups of temperature or pressure
in storage tanks-been installed at Bhopal, where
more labor-intensive, manual safety systems were reli-
ed upon instead. An extensive report on the accident
published in India charges that at least five fail-safe
systems designed to prevent precisely the kind of gas
escape that occurred-the vent gas scrubber,,the flare
tower, the water curtain, the refrigeration system and
the spare tank-either were shut down for mainten-
ance or failed to operate effectively on the night of
Dec. 3. Statenrents ntade by the general secretary of
the union of the Bhopal plant seem to corroborate this
"fail-safc failure" scenario.

It seemed clear to nrany observers during the two
rveeks after the accident that executives ai Carbicle
headqr.ralters had little substantive knowledge of what
was really going on in India. No detailed knowledge
ol' the silfety standarcls, safety systems or evacuation
lrlirrrs in cxistcncc irt the Bhonul plant, or blueprints oI
thc I'acilitv, could applrortlr' bc forrrrd at Carl.riclc
hcadquartcrs.

N,4rrch of' this lcllccts a puttcrrr of ,,local aclaptation,.'
irr rr,hirh Llrrion (-.rir.bidc Inililr Ltel. apparcntly follorv_
ed its o*'n cout.se, witlrout tnuch in the way of activc

and coherent headquarters intervention, monitoring,
control and sanctioning on uratters of plant safety and
environmental protection. Carbide executives in Dan-
bury, Connnecticut, acknowledge that "no direct
authoritv link" was effectively iu place between head-
quarters and the Indian subsidiary. Such potentially
cost-raisitrg headqualters irtvolvcntcnt lnay not have
been desired either by local management or by the
local shareholders-given that the plant rvas under-
utilized, had been cutting costs through personnel re-
ductions and had been up for sale. Nor is such lr

pattern of loose control and decentralization on en-
vironmental and safety matters atypical for multina-
tionals in joint ventures. Most studies in recent years
have found varying degrees of "local accommodation,,'
rather than "global standardization," to be the pre-
valing approach of multinationals to environmental
management as well as occupational health and safety
in their overseas operations.

Painlul Realities

The propensity of host governments, especially in
the Third World, to require that multinational corpo-
rate operations be "indigenized" has increased drama-
tically in recent years. Yet it is still not clear that
the net benefits that host countries obtain from joint
ventures and other forms of indigenization outweigh
the gains that come with wholly owned foreign sub-
sidiaries. Any gains may be largely political and sym-
bolic. Host countries need to realize that they may
pay a price for such ephemeral gains.

For their part, multinationals in hazardous indus-
tries can be expected increasingly to resist mandatory
joint ventures when such arrangements might increase
exposure of the company to risk and potential liability.
Both Du Pont and Dotv Chemical executives in recent
weeks have noted the difficulties of conducting hazard-
ous operations abroad where they cannot attain effec-
tive control over safety and related matters. Even
Carbide's Mr. Anderson joined this chorus last week,
warning in an an interview that companies in the
future may opt out of foreign ventures if declining
ownership also .nreans losing tnanagement control.

Tlrc nressage is that il develooing countr.ies continue
to insist on a dilution of multinatir-rnal crlrporate con-
trol, they will also be climinishing the n.rotivation and
capacity of conrpanies to irrvest and to tr.ansfer environ_
nrental lnanagenlent atrcl sal'cly contpetencc. ,I he pain-
ful lcalitics o[ this tradc-oll nlay tut.n out to be a key
lcsson of thc world's rvorst inclustrial acciclent.
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Essay Hffi*
Liberalism

Minoo

T'he word 'Liberalism' derives from liberty. Iu
other words, the individual is in the centre of the pic-
ture. Society is there to serve the individual and not
the other way around as certain other systems of
thought like communism or socialism try to make out.

The essential elements of Uberalism are all perva-

sive and touch every aspect of life. In so far as matters
of the spirit are concerned, tolerance, particularly
tolerance of dissent, is basic. Whether an issue is reli-
gious, communat, regional, national or pertains to
small groupings like caste and linguistic- groups, tole-
rance of the other point of view and willingness to
argue about it are of the essence of Liberalism.

In so far as religion is concerned, Liberalism is not
anti-religious but it is non-denominational and perhaps

sceptical. A good Liberal does not attack all religions
equally as a 'secularist' would do. A good Liberal
would tolerate and respect all religions equally. In
that sense, Gandhiji's attitude to religion was much
more liberal than that of those who call themselves

'secular' and who look at all religions with an equally
malevolent eye. The Indian Constitution is, in that
sense, highly liberal and extends equal respect to all
religions and religious institutions.

Pragmatism

Another basic characteristic of Liberalism is its
pragmatic approach to whatever problem there may
happen to be at a particular time. The Liberal does

not approach any problem with a dogmatic or precon-
ceived attitude. He is open-minded on all issues.

Thus, for instance, in so far as democratic socialism
is concerned, the Liberal would be quite prepared to
accept as large a dose of State control as the circum-
stances of a particular country. case and time may
warrant. While holding the view that competition,
consumer preference and the laws of the market should
predominate, the Liberal is flexible about the exact
nature of the mixed economy which would be desir-
ablo in a particular context.

Pluralism

The Liberal is of necessity a pluralist, that is, he
does not accept the predominance of any one line of
thought or dogma or even one class of society. In
the Libcral's mansion there are many chambers and

Mcrsqni

there is room for everything. The Uberal, therefore,
believes in a pluralistic society rvhere there are checks
and balances between different organs of government
such as the executive, the legislature and the judiciary.
In a federal form of government, there have also to
be checks and balances between the federal govern-
ment on the one side and the state government on the
other. In the case of countries with multi-religious,
multi-ethuic and multilingual groups, such as India,
the Liberal believes in the protection of the rights of
Minorities. In the conflict between the individual and
the State, there should be Fundamental Rights for the
citizens with an appeal to the Courts of Law. There
should be a separation of political and economic
power. In other words, the Liberal believes in limited
government. 'Render unto Caesar the things that are

Caesar's, and unto God the things that are God's'.
God, in this case, is the conscience of the individual.

The Liberal is never a determinist. He never says
that such and such a thing is bound to happen, as

does the Marxist. All he can say is that, on the basis
of a rational analysis, certain thinss are tikelv to resr.rlt

if certain other things happerr.

Justice and Modernity

The Liberal stands for justice for the underdog,
whoever he mav be. Thus, he is for equality of
women with men, though he may not be for Women's
Lib. with all its aberrations. The l-iberal stands up
for the right of children and decent treatment for
them. So too, the Liberal pleads for sympathy for
the criminal and the odd man out.

The Liberal is a modernist. He is an advocate of
change. He welcomes and cheerfully accepts modern
technology with all its implications. He stresses the
role of managerial skills in industry and business and
other walks of life. He accepts the importance of
science in modern society. It is not an accident that
technology only thrives in freedom and, where freedom
is derried to the scientist and technologist, there is
stagnation.

In the conflict between modernism on the one side
and obscurantism, whether that of the nation, the
caste or religion on the other, the Liberal is on the
side of modernisnr ancl change. The Liberal is not
aeainst tradition. On the contrary, the Liberal res-
pects rvhat is good in thc tradition of people and seeks

t
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to build and change on the basis of that tradition. In
that sense, the Liberal is not an incendiary or dis-
rupter but a constructive element of change.

"Bread or Freedom?"

Ihe Liberal rejects the false antithesis between
freedom and bread which the communists and the
fascists always pose. They ask: "Do you want bread
or freedom?" As if we have to choose the one or the
other! As if, when you have freedom, you don't have
bread or, to have bread, you must give up your free-
dom! Now this is a huge hoax. Because actuall-r,:
you don't get bread except thriugh freedom. There
is no known instance in human history where a

country of slaves get bread. Now, bv bread, we don't
mean only bread. By bread we mean the good things
of life-the material values of life, consumer goods,
as we call them. There is no known example in
human history till this day where, by denying peopie
freedom, you give them a prosperous life. On the
contrary, the Affiuent Society comes only where there
is maximum freedom.

Which are the countries where you have the most
bread, to put it like that, that is the best time? Obvi-
ously, the U.S.A. leads, Canada, Australia and Nerv
Zealand come very close, then come the Scandinavian
countries of Sweden, Norway, Denmark, then comes

Switzerland, then you get West Germany, France,
Italy, Japan and so on. Right down at the bottom
along with us, you get the Soviet Union ahead of us,
and China below us. In other words, when you do
deny people freedom, you take away their bread also.

That is natural. Why should slaves be well fed? Why
should any government feed its slaves well? The
Egyptians, who used slave labour to build the Pyra-
mids, did not treat them well. They flogged them
until they built the Pyramids and died in the process.

It is only the free man who has a right to ask for
bread. Because he has the right, he has got the
strength, he has the vote, whatever you like to call it.

A Free Economy

A free economy therefore means that government

has to play a rather limited and restricted part. Social
control must be limited to a minimum. The wholc
idea of control is to interfere with people when some-
thing is going wrong. You stop a man from stealing,
you stop a man from hitting somebody else, you stop
a nlan fronr clreatirrg sontebody else, you stop an

enrployer from cheating his worker-that is fair. But
you don't stop a man from doing something rvhich he

should be doing. So controls are only police measures
to stop somebody frorn doing something he should not.
The Government should not be like the mother rvho
told the nanny: "Mary, go and see what Johnny is
doing and tell him not to"! Johnny should only be
stopped when he is really doing something which he
shouldn't.

The second characteristic of a free society is that
"the consumer is king." Everything must be done to
serve the needs of the consunrer, not of the industria-
list, not of the businessman, not of the factory worker,
but of the man who consumes, because he is the ordi-
nary citizen. We all consume. There is not a single
human being in India today who doesn't consume.
He would be dead if he didn't. We consume, you con-
sume, our children consume. Now what does "thc
consumer is king" mean? It means that the consumer
must determine the pattern of production. The con-
sumer must tell the industrialist what to produce and
what not to produce. The consumer can do this by
his purchasing power, by the little money in his pocket,
The industrialist or businessman only produces what
he thinks will make a profit. In other rvords, if there is
a demand for a commodity, you produce it. If there
is no demand, you are a fool if you produce it because

nobody will buy it and you will lose vour capital. In
this way, the smallest consumer can detL'rmine thc
pattern of production in a free countrv.

Every time we go shopping, we cast a vote. As you
buy a ticket to back a horse, so you go to a shop and
say "I want Hamam" or ".[ want Godrej," or whatevcr
it is. You cast a vote for that particular brand of soap

against another brand, just as you vote for me anC

not for the Congress Party or vote for the Congress
Party and not for me, or just as you back one horse
and not another. Now, all these preferences for soaps

and perfumes, for bread and biscuits and cakcs, and
whatever else you like, are totalled up on the eco-
nomic tote and, by looking at the economic tote, the

business community arrd the industrialists decide what
is popular, what is favoured . They shift their produc-
tion according to the demand.

This is what "the consunrer being king" means.
It has led to the highest prosperity known in history,
the highest standard of life and also of cquality of
opportunity and status. This is a paradox. The
countries where there is grentest equality-there is

nowhere perfect equality, nor can there bc-but wher.
ever there is equalitl' of opportunity ancl of status, ii
is in the capitalist countries. Which is the country in
the world where thc rvorkcr calls his boss bv h:s
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first name? 'Ihe American workcr never calls his
boss Mr. so and so. He alrvays says Tom or John.
Ihat is the United States. People in Europe are
shocked at this kintl of "',,ulgarity" or lack of gootl
breeding because they are still class bound. So you
get this strange phenomenon that you get not only the
most prosperity but also the greatest measure o[
equality, which is supposed to belong to socialism.
only in so called capitalist, or what I call liberal,
countries.

So,cialism

Now, let us turn to socialism,'which is the denial
of liberalism. Socialism is the reverse of liberalism.
The Oxford Dictionary defines it as follows: "It is a
principle that individual liberty should be completely.
subordinated to the interests of the community with
the deduction that can be drawn from it, namely, the
State monopoly of land and all capital." That is, the
human being is nothing. The collectivity or commu-
nity is everything. Man must be destroyed or used
for the good of the community, which is to make Libe-
ralism stand on its head.

The Labour Party in Britain, which is a very mo-
derate socialist party and not a communist party,
has in its programme included "the nationalisation
of the instruments of production, distribution and
exchange" as the objective. Now what does this
mean? The instruments of production are the land
and all factories. All industry and all agriculturc
should belong to the Government. Distribution is
trade. So all trades, all shops, should belong to thc
Government. And exchange is banking. So all banks
should belong to the Government. And what remains
for anyone else is nothing! Only the flat or the home
where you live or the motor car. Now, the only
countries, luckily for socialism, where this has been
tried are the communist countries. The British I:bour
Party, although it is often in Offi.ce, never tries to
carry out its own objective, because it knows it
would be horrible. It would be destroying liberty
and Britain would become another communist State.
So the British Labour people, the socialists, do not
practise socialism. They only practise about 15 per
cent of it or less. I once asked Mr. Herbert Morrison,
the well known British Labour leader who is now
dead, how much of industry they could nationalise in
England without losing their freedom, without thc
House of Commons being abolished and a commu-
nist dictatorship ruling England. He thought a little
and said: "Well, in England I would risk about 15

per cent but, if I u'ere you, I rvouldn'i go so far."
Britain is a very strong democratic country. They
have g<.rt the tradition of freedom from the days o[
Magna Carta. They have got the "non-conformist
conscience" which came as a result of the Protestant
Revolution stancling up to the Pope. In India we
have no non-conformist conscience. Wc are only too
easily prepared to obey whoever is on top, whether
it is the head of the family at honre or the boss in an

erterprise or shop or the Government of the day,
rvhether it is British or Indian, Now, in India, rve have
got well past 15 per cent Statism already.

Communism

What is the result in the commnnist countries'/
Let us take the Soviet Union as an example. Colin
Clark, who is one of the world's leading economists
and who has written rnany books on these subjects,
has shown statistically that the rise in the standard
of life in the Soviet Union since the revolution of
1919 till today has been about the slowest and thc
lowest in the world. There is no country where the
rise in the standard of life has not been faster. That
goes all the way from America to Japan and all the
countries. Even today in Moscorv and Russia, there
is very poor housing. Tu'o or three families have to
share a room, exactly like our riorkers do, rvhere tw'r
sets of parents and children rvill share a room in a

chawl, This is common practice in Russian cities even
today. A man is considered lucky if he can get a flat
for himself and his family and that measure of privac'v

which we all enjoy. Good clothing is very short, shoes

are even scarcer. Every Russian diplomat or engi-
neer in India, when he goes back, takes back several

suits and several pairs of shoes, not to oblige his
friends but to sell them at a profit. He makes a huge
profit out of this private trade or blackmarketing.

Agriculture. has been the biggest failure in all
Communist countries, because the peasant is very
conservative and loves his land. Even if it is four'
acres, he loves it just as a mother loves her baby,
however small it is. Mr. Nehru once said to me in
Parliament: "Why should the peasant love his land?
He has only got a miserable four acres". I said to
him: "Think of the mother. Does she love her child
less because the baby is small and not big or thin
and not fat?" The peasant in India loves his land
even if it is half an acre. He rvill fight for it, he will
die for it, he sometinres stabs his orvn brother over a

dispute as to dividing that land which the father has

left them.
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So the peasants in Russia have simply refused to
co-operaie. Stalin killed three million peasants be-
cause they refused to hand over their land and their
cattle. The peasants slaughtered their cattle and
Stalin slaughtered the peasants. It still hasn't im-
proved anything. The yield per acre of land in the
Soviet Union is among the lowest in the world. With
their tractors and mechanisation, they still can't get

as much out of an acre as most other countries in the
world.

There are more inequalities in the Soviet Union
than in Liberal countries. The American technician,
the highest skilled, gets twb and a hiif times the wage
of the American "coolie", who does the hard manual
work. This is the range of inequality between the
"coolie", as we call him, and the most skilled techni-
cian or mechanic. In India, the inequality is probablv
about 1 to 25,-ten times the inequality in the U.S.
Now, in the Soviet Llnion, it can be 40 or 50 to 1.
This gives you an idea of how, far from creating
equality this kind of system creates inequality And
there is a good reason for it. In the Soviet Union the
people with millions of roubles of income every year
pay only 13 per cent as income tax. It is flat. A clerk
pays 13 per cent and the millionaire pays 13 per cent!
This is called socialism in the Soviet Union but not
in India.. Here they would call it reactionary.

You might want to know about the Estate Duty.
There are Russians who leave millions of roubles to
their children. You will be interested to know they
do not pay a single rouble of Estate Duty or Inheri-
tance Duty! There is no such thing. Now why does
this happen? This happens because political power is
being misused by the bosses of the Communist Party,
the rulers, to feather their own nests. That is human
nature, and communists are no different from anyone
else. They like to the line their pockets also with the
good things of life and money. So what has happeneti
is that the Commisars are looting the people as the
Tsar used to toot the people. All ruling classes are
apt to pocket more than their fair share of thc divi-
dend, and in Russia the ruling class is the Communist
Party. There is no voting, there are no elections and
the Communist Party dictates. So naturallv political
power is used by them to have a good time.

Lesson Learnt

Mr. I-ee Kwan Yew, the very intelligent Prime
Minister of Singaoore, who is a socialist came to
Bombay to meet Indian socialists some years ago arrd

he askcd a qucstion of thcnr. He said: "It is pcrtincnt

to ask horv is it that in Asia, countries like Japan,
Hcngkong, Formosa, 'fhailand and Malaysia, .uhich
are bustling free enterprise economies, have achieved
success, while countries professing Socialism have
failed to produce satisfactory results?" Prof. Kenneth
Galbraith, who was American Ambassador in Delhi
and who was an ardent socialist and planner in Mr.
Nehru's time wrote a book called The New Indurtrial
Sta/e. This is what he writes in this book:

"In fndia and Ceylon, and also in some of the nerv !
African countries, public enterprises have not as

in Britain been accorded autonomy. Here the demo-
cratic socialist prerogative has in effect been fully
asserted. India, in particular, has a legacy of colo-
nial administration, has an illusion of official
omniscience which extends to highly techniqal deci-

' sions . . . . The effect in these countries of this
denial of autonomy has been exceeding inefficiency
in operations by the public firms . . . . fn fndia and
Ceylon, nearly all public owned corporations op-
rate at a loss. The situation is similar in other new
countries . . . . One result is that a large number of
socialists have come to feel that public corporations
are by their nature, in the words of a Minister in
the Wilson Government. 'remote, irresponsible
bodies, immune from public scrutinv or democratic
control."

The reason why this should be so is very simple.
The botlv politic is like our own bodies. ft consists
of orgarrs developed by society over the last ferv thou-
sand years since we were primitive aDes or beasts.

Now, as human society develoDs, it throws uD

institutions. The Joint Stock Company has been
thrown up in the last two hundred years to run busi-
ness. The Government or State has been thrown up
to rule, to maintain order. Our bodies are like that.
We smell through our nose, we eat thrbush our
mouth, rve hear through the ears, we breathe throush
our lungs, we digest in the stomach and so on. Now
what would happen if we tried to distort our orqans
and asked them to do something different from what
they were meant to do? Supposing we tried to breathe
with our stomach and disest with our lunss or hear
through the nose and smelt with the ear? What would
happen? It iust wouldn't work. That is exactly what
happens when we try to misuse an organ of societv.
Governments were thrown up bv society and civiliza-
tion to protect the countrv from attack, to stop one
person fronr altackins anotlrer. to see that iustice is

done. Tn other words. Governments are therc to keen
larv and order. do justice. protect peoplc. protcct th:
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country from attack. That is where the basic func-
tions erf Governments stop. When Government tries
to ruu a faciory and to produce either penicillin or
steel o[ whatever it is, it rnakes a flop because Gov-
el'nments are not made to nrake profits or to produce
goods. Governments are not made to produce any-
thing. Governments are meant to consume things, to
keep order anC give you a chance to produce. Sc
state socialism and communism are a perversion of the
laws of social grorvth. Therefore they are bound to
fail. The conclusion to which one is driven then is
that rve have got to turn to Liberalism from this
barren path.

The OId Liberalism

Liberalism is making a beginning in India. But this
is not the first time that Liberalism has come to India.
It came in the 19th century also. There was the old
liberalism in India. Its leaders were Dadabhai Naoroji,
Ranade, Gokhale, Ram Mohan Roy, Surendra Nath
Banerjee, whose names you know. I saw many of them
when I was a boy or as a student, attending the lec-
tures of Srinivasa Sastri. I remember as a boy play-
ing round the feet of Dadabhai Naoroji at Versova
where he was a neighbour of ours. I have seen Din-
shaw Vachha, I sarv Phirozshah Mehta, I knew Sapru
and Ja1'akar. Thel' have all gone and the old libera-
lism has gone also. It was killed by Mahatma Gandhi.
When Gandhiji came on the scene as a dynamic
nationalist following Tilak and Lajpatrai, he had no
use for the old liberalism, because the old liberals
were extremely moderate in their opposition to Bri-
tish rule. They were for Indian self-government. As
you know Dadabhai Naoroji coined the word Swaraj-
"Swaraj is my birthright and I shall have it." But the
method of fighting was very temperate and very mo-
derate. He joined the British Parliament as a Liberal
Member. He argued for India, but he was a constitu-
tionalist. Liberals are not people who go to the
streets, wreck things, attack people, and so on. Even
today they are not. So, being constitutional, they ap.
peared to be terribly moderate. As a young man, I
was extremely impatient with my father and liberals
of that type for being so slow and gentle about the
evil of foreign rule.

Nationalism

Even today I am not against nationalism. I have
been a very ardent rrationalist in my time. But when
we become free, we don't need nationalism any more.

It is like the measles. When you grow up, you don't
have children's diseases iike chickenpox and measles.

Nationalisrn is a disease of foreign rule. When sonte

body is sitting on your chest, you want independence

very ardently. You can't breathe without treedom

and that is as it should be. But when you are free,
you don't have to go on talking about your nationa-
lism. I\,lature, advanced countries are not very nationa-
listic. They don't need it. Go to Switzerland. They
are a very patriotic people, but they don't talk about
Switzerland being the most rvonderful country in the
world! They are wonderful, but they don't talk about

it. So, as we grow up, there is no need to be juvenile

about nationalism. Of course love of the country must
be there. When the country is attacked, we must rush

to its rescue. We must make sacrifices for it every day.

Bgt we don't want to be chauvinists, We don't have

to hate foreigners. We don't have to throw out mis-

sionaries. Nationalism, while a good thing, has had its
day. We can afford to relax on nationalism.

Ends and Means

Socialism has failed to deliver the goods. It has
produced nOither equality nor a better life for the
masses of the people. I have suggested to you why it
had to be so. The aims of socialism are good. I am

still a socialist in that sense. If you put it to me:

"Do you believe in Lenin's'free and equal society'?" I
will say 'Yes'. If freedom and equality are the objec-
tives of socialism, I am for it. But when I find that the
weapon that I have used does not create freedom or
equality but creates tyranny and slavery on one sidc
and inequality and poverty on the other, then I would
be a fool if I stuck to the weapon. I am not that
conservative that I cling to an out-of-date blunder-
buss when the weapon has become obsolete. What I
am trying to say is that the objectives of socialism are

still valid, but the methods are lousy. The methods
have failed. State Planning, nationalisation, collective
farming, these are weapons that have been tried and
failed and only a stupid man hangs on to a weapon
when he knows it can't deliver the goods. We have to
be true to the objective, not true to the method.

This I learnt from Mahatma Gandhi with whom I
used to argue as a young socialist. He kept on saying

that by doubtful methods, you can't get a good end.

Ends and means are meshed, interlinked. The end does
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not justify the means. We have seen frorn experiecce
that we cannot get the good result of a free and equal
society by injustice, by regimentation, by oppression,
by lies.

[te New Liberalism

So the new liberalism has come to India after thc
failure of socialism. It is a fusion of western Liberalism
and Gandhi. When the Swatantra Party was formed
and I was drafting its programme, that is how I put it
in an article in Lile magazine-that two streams of
thought had gone into the making of this effort,
Westdrn liberalism as they under3tand it'ii/rts 'thc

teachings of Mahatma Gandhi.
What are these teachings that we graft on to

liberalism or fuse with liberalism? First, that ends
and means are interlinked: that if we want a deccnt
society our methods must be decent. We cannot
create a free and equal society by expropriation, liqui-
dation, lying, as the conrnrunists claim they can.
Secondly, as Gandhiji used to say repeatedly, "that
Government is best which governs the least." Miui-
mum Government. The essential thing is to leave
the people free. Thirdly, Trusteeship, that those who
have the good things of life, those who have wealth
must use them for the gcocl of the comrnurrity. While
we have a good time with what s'e have, we must not
be devoid of a social conscience or a sense of social

obligation. Gandhiji cailed it Trusteeship of the rich
Ior thc poor. He said: let every rich man r.tse his rvealtb.
Certainly, let hirn kcep it. Nobody should take. it away.
But let him use it so ihat he can have a good con-
science that he is doing what he can for those around
rvho are not so fortunate.

Now 'democracy has its disadvantages. I am not
starry eyed about democracy. I realise its limitations,
its corruptions, its deficiencies. Winston Churchill was
a great democrat. He was asked a question about
democracy towards the end of his life. He had tasted
both the fruits and the bitterness of democracy. He
had been in political exile for many years before World
War IL He was brought in during World War II, and
then he was put back on the scrap heap when World
lVar II was over. This is how democracy works. It is
just as well. We in this c.ountry don't p-lac-e-.eur grgat
rhen on the scrap heap and that is why we are going
down. After giving a little thought, Churchill said:
"Of all the known systems of government, democracy
is undoubtedly the worst+xcept for all the others!"
That great Liberal in Asia, Carlos Romulo was ono3
heckled by some communist students in the University
of which he was President who asked him for a decla-
ration of policy. They asked: "Mr. President, are you
going left or right?" Romulo answered: "I am going
forward". That is the essence of Liberalism. Neither
left nor right, but right ahead.
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Reservations-The Political Vested Interest

lN onc of thcir pre-Lok Sabha polt ".".:::::r:the Congress (l) rightly asked whether one's destiny
should be decided by birth or nrerit. This is precisely
the question that is being raised by student agitators
in Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat. We are all accidents
of birth and none of us chose our parents. Should we
then be penalised for not being born to a family be-
longing to a backward class or to a scheduled class or
tribe?

That the agitation turned violent is to bc condemn-
ed. But then the students are not unaware of the fact
that in post-independant India peaceful agitations
have rarely delivered the goods. This is not to con-
done violence, merely to explain it.

Pouring Salt on a Wound

Thc Suprenre Court set a reservation ceiling of
49Vo. To this already high figure to add another 29%
is to like pouring salt on a wound to the large number
of students desperately seeking higher education orr

grounds of merit alone. [n such a situation govcrn-
rnent's reported rejection of the proposal to link thc
economic criterion with caste as determinants of back-
wardness is callous to say the least. The entire re
servation policy is against all principles of natural
justice. It may be recalled that the first Backwnrd
Classes Commission had totally rejected caste as the
criterion for determining backwardness and rightly so.

What is tragic is the race by many communities to
claim the status of being described as a "backward
class" for the privileges it brings with it. To describe
a man as belonging to a "backward class" far frorn
being resented, is actually rvelcomed. I know mauy
yor.rng men who are not part of these classes bitterly
describe "ST, SC and OBC" as the'Sarkari Brahmins'!

It is time that the ruling party and thosc in the Op-
position define backwardness. They should pondcr
over the fact that by continuing to treat backwardness
as a caste and not economic criterion they are per-
petuating the caste system as a permanent feature o[
our society. Does this llot therl ntean that theil
preachirrg a castclcss atrd secular society is shccr
hypocrisy?

For the fact of the nlattcr is that our politicians
irrespective ol politicirl :.rlliliaticlrts havc a vcsted ilr-

terest in perpetuating the castc systent. 'fheir coit-
denrnation is only tor ptrblic cottsuntption. I hc back-

Bqnkeshwar

ward classes constitute ,.vote banks" which political
parties can ignore only at their peril. Hence the
reluctance of even Opposition parties to support the
anti-reservation stir.

If governments and politicians continue this it will
not be long before a demand is made that the selec_
tion of our national representatives for cricket, foot-
hall, hockey, tennis, or badminton and other sporting
events should also be made on the basis of birth
giving weightage to the "SC, ST and OBC" to the ex-
clusion of talent. It may sound far-fetchecl today but
can well become a reality soon.

Politicians and political parties have failed us.
They have neither the courge nor the will to educate
the backward communities on the long term evils of
the reservation policy.

Citizens' Action Needed

What is needed is to evolve a phased programme to
end the system of reservation over a period of time and
not to legislate quantum leaps in the number ot
reservations at all lcvels. It is well to remember thal
reservations were conceived of as a facility that rvas

initially time bound and which by now should havo
been climinated altogether.

This is the kind of situation which calls for citizens'
nstign-a non-party movement for justice basecl on
merit, talent and econonric backwardness irrespective
of religion, caste or sub-caste. Initially it will be

hard going but given the patience and the will, such a

movement alone can save our country from sliding in-
to the morass of incompetence. This will also reduce
considerably the flight of talent abroad. For, among

the major reasons for the so-called brain-drain is the

absence of recognition and opportunitics rvithin our
country for those with nterit and talent.

Meanwhile, speaking to newsmen at the Hydcrabad
airport on March l, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi said that the

government would review the rcservations policy after
the elections. "The whole thing about the reserva-
tions is going a little out of hand and it has to be re-
viewed." When askecl whether he proposed to con-
stitute a Conrntissiorr to go ittto the isstre, Mr. Gandhi
quippecl "Why junrp thc gun'i Wait itrrd see."

We certainly intcnd to. Mr. Prime Minister.

Mr. .\ttttratrt lJturkc.shr'rtr'.t r, 11111ttbat'-ltu.sc,l

I rt'e Iutt c 1ourtnlt,st.
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Interview ffi
India's Israel Policy-why the Hypocrisy ?

Interview with Mr. Isi I. Leibler
Nissim Ezekiel

Who is Mr. Isi J. Leibler and why should we in
India know his views, his work, his plans?

Mr. Leibler is an outstanding Australian citizel
who was awarded the CBE in 1977. He is a personal

friend of the present Australian Prime Minister, Bob
Hawke, and also of former Prime Minister, Malcolm
Frazer. The Executive Council of Australian Jewry
elected him President a few years ago. He is today
also Chairman of the International Advisory Com-
mittee, Asia Pacific Branch, World Jewish Congress.

Mr. Leibler is also a journalist, political commen-

tator and author. His first book, Soviet lewry and

Human Rights (1964) was a Marxist analysis of its
theme and created a stir, among other reasons, because

its facts, arguments and conclusions were endorsed by
a leading Australian communist. At present he keeps

up a steady stream of non-Marxist articles on Israel
and the Middle East, on world Jewish problems and

on Western as well as Asian politics.

I questioned him for an hour or so on his major
concems and activities.

O. When did you start taking an interest in the
Jewish community?

A. I started when f was still a college student. It
is a question of one's identity and also, clearly,
there was a cause that needed support. The
Soviet treatment of its Jewish citizens seemed to
me later, after the defeat of Nazi Germany,
worth investigating for the light it threw on the
communist state. The subject is better known
now throughout the wgrld than it was when I
began writing my book. More recently, my con-
cern for Israel and for Jewish communities in
Asia, including India, led to much travel and to
meeting leaders of the Asian countries.

O. You had met Mrs. Gandhi, too, I believe.

A. Yes, and found her more sympathetic to Israel
and the Jewish people than the policy of her
Government indicated. She was obviously under
tremendous pressure to take the line she did.

Do you feel the official Indian stand on Isrrel
could be different?
Yes, certainly. Il can. for instance, do withorrt
the elenrent 6f fil,pocrisv perntealinc it Other'

countrics nrc opposed lo the stances and actions

o.
A.

of the Israeli Governnrent. but thcy do not assume

a superior moral position. The Indian Govern-
ment has, for its own security and defence needs,

done what it opposes morally when the Israeli
Government appears to do the same for fsrael's
security. Would India tolerate the right of anv
group to oppose its very existence, its survival as

a national entity? Yet Israel is supposed to nego-
tiate with those who openly declare that their
ultimate aim is the destruction of Israel.

Is there any prospect of a change in this con-
text?
I find that there is little official or unofficial
hatred of Israel in India. There is, in fact, plenty
of sympathy beneath the surface. India will dis-
cover that in dealing with the Arab world, pros-
tration will have little effect. Australia is one of
the closest friends of Israel. Yet, there is much
trade with the Arab world, and it is not affected
by the Australian feeling for Israel.

Do you think India can be persuaded to really
understand the Israeli position, and not merely
modify its present policy?

Why not? There is an India-Pakistan problem.
India is the bigger and more powerful country.
Yet, India claims the right of pre-emptive action
if Pakistan does not respect its frontiers. Israel
is a small country with a population of only
three million people, with the greater part of the
Arab population wanting to crush it, wine it out,
not merely defeat it in war. What should Israei
do? Wait passively till it is wiped out?

What do you propose to do?

I propose to act as a friend of India, which I am.

The direct business contacts can be supplemented
by political, social and cultural contacts between
Australia and India, between world Jewry and
India. I believe that it will be a small contribu-
tion towards the Indian appreciation of the Israeli
dilemma and of the problems of world .Iewry, in
general.

Prof. Ni.s,rim Ezelriel i.g e 'rriter trr,l t !ornter
edilor of Freedom First.
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" The Punjab Story "
Darshcrn

Any collection of articles olt a controversial issue
b1, diverse hands is apt to reveal a variety of responses,
such being the structure of the human mind. The aint,
of course, is not to simply gather a few strays, but to
see such an issue in an all-embracing manner, or, at
any rate, in a non-partisan spirit. Any monistic ap-
proach tends to excess and extravagance, if not to a
peculiar type of falsification. And the dangers multi_
ply if the issue in question happens to be politically
explosive, involving a clear clash of perceptions, ai_
titudes and sentiments. That's how a volume like ?fte
Punjab Story* becomes valuable as an exercise in
information, analysis and comment on the raison d,etre
and modalities of Operation Bluestar on the hand, anC
on the role of its chief dramatis personae, on the other
hand. Undoubtedly, the writers of these ten_odd arti_
cles have presented the Golden Temple tragedy as
they see it, each in his own way.

Before I take up these articles one by one for com_
ment, it is important to add a word of caution. Since
the volume under review came out soon after the
Army action in Punjab, any response today is likely
to be coloured by the tragic and brutal events in Delhi
and elsewhere. The new tragedy which, of course, sub_
sumes the earlier, is an order of experience which in_
evitably falls across one's line of thought. Few of the
contributing writers could have foreseen the horrend_
ous consequences of Operation Bluestar. Some, I
trust, may even be in a mood to revise their views,
now that the true character of that lethal exercise,
with all its tragic inponderables, has become all too
clear. The grim dialectic of the situation since October
31 compels us to return to the events of June l9g4
in a somewhat altered perspective.

In the opening article entitled .,Genesis of the
Hindu-Sikh Divide" Khushwant Singh gives us a brief,
compact and helpful history of the birth and rise of
Sikhism, and the emergence of the Sikh identity as a
requirement of the changing politico-economic situa_
tion in India. He traces the Hindu-Sikh divide to the
rise of the Arya Samaj Movement in punjab which
under the aggressive ancl polernical leaclership of
Swanti Dayanand Saraswati started ridiculing the
Sikhs in lecture, debate and verse. ln one of his in_
tcmperatc spccches in l\7j, the pontificial Swami

*THE PUNIAB STORy; Roli Book.s lrrternational ,
New Delhi; t984; pp. 199; Rs. 68.

Singh Mqini

"desclibecl Guru Nanak as a dambhi (hypocrite), and
clisrrrissed the Guru Grantlt as a scripture of no value
or irnportance." No doubt, this provoked the Sikhs to
beconre equally militant and harsh in their rejoinders,
but, I think, it woulcl be simplistic to view that polemi-
cal skirmish as anything more than a passing act of irra-
tionality. For the fact remains, the Hindus and the
Sikhs were till recently one large, integrated communitv
of feelings and sentiments, despite their separate identi-
ties. For the nost part, Khushwant Singh is conteut
simply to record the sad story of these deteriorating rela-
tionships without going into the psychology of events,
persons and movements. He holds Mrs. Gandhi as

much responsible for this divide as the militant Akalis
and the extremists.

In "Akali Dal: The Enemy Within"-a cheeky and
provocative title-Amarjit Kaur, 'Our Politician from
Patiala', whose rise to the Rajya Sabha is still a sub-
ject of so much surmise and witty comment in that
princely town, bends over backwards to present the
Congress (I) case, and please her patrons in New
Delhi. It is all along an uneasy exercise in double-
/ftln&, casuistry and rhetoric. Surely, we do not need

an Amarjit Kaur or some hired scribe to tell us the
pathetic role of the Akali leaders and their moral
lapses in this great tragedy. It is Mrs. Gandhi's poli-
tics of aggression and confrontation that needs to be
brought into the picture if a stereoscopic view of the
tragedy is to be had. And there, Amarjit Kaur con-
veniently finds a whipping boy in Darbara Singh, giving
a clean bill of health both to Giani Zail Singh and
Mrs. Gandhi, the prime agents of this awful situation.
ln one of her rhetorical broadsides, she asks: "Where
is the danger to the Sikh comrnunity?" The simple
answer is that there was indeed no such danger till
Mrs. Gandhi, and later the inheritors of her legacy-
the criminalisation and communalisation of politics for
voters-elected to make the Akalis' tactical and
specious cry a brutal fact of life.

In her article "Terrorists in the Temple" Tavleen
Singh, who had visited the Golden Tenrple complex
several tinres during the 'hour' of Bhindranwale, and
again a week alter thc: storrnirrg of the holiest Sikh
shrine, gives a graohic picture of the gory proceedings.
A't the outset. she attenrpts a fairly perceptive portrait
of the pricklv arrd u,arned pcrsonality of Bhindranwale
whom she met for the first time in April 1983. Though
she also presents ftrs case from his own mouth in that
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language of holy wrath, cunning and evasion which
the maverick priest, in her view, had fashioned for
himself, she is right to think that the man created by

the Congress (I) for its politics of convenience and

subversion turned away in disgust finally to return to
his essentially religious, albeit obscurantist moorings

and ministry. And, as shc puts it, "The Bindranwale

myth may, by the look of things, prove more powerful

than the man."

The next piece, "Blood, Sweat and Tears" by
Shekhar Gupta centres round the assault on the Golden
Temple complex, and describes in some detail the ter-
ribly difficult and unhappy position of the troops
against a well-entreched 'enemy'. The regiments anC

some of the commanders are named, thottgh, it be-
comes clear from the account that while a few Sikh
officers were pressed into service for the sake of form,
the actual task was left wholly to non-Sikh soldiers.
It's a blow by blow description of. Operation Metal--
the battery and the assault-and an account of the
surrender, the stench and the ruins that followed.

Subhash Kirpekar's "Operation Bluestar: An Eye-
Witness Account" is less a chronicle of the military
action tharr a lrurried pecp into the mind of .tshindran-
wale on the eve of the assault. Kirpokar claims to
bc "Derhaps the last journalist to mcet the lion in his
o\l'n den." The irnpression he seeks to convey is of a

Ittatt *'ltu rvirr stucl artti eralty, arrd r',iiu hud ruccced-
ed in "romanticising" his role and "the cult of

violence.'The brief and brusque colloquy that's repro-
duced here shows Bhindranwale as a blustering fanatic
who retained his rhetoric of wrath and his agile wits
till the bitter end. As for Giani Kirpal Singh, the
Akal Takht jathedar, l;e is "a haunted man, weak-
willed, confused and Lrainwashed." However, Kirpe-
kar's apologia on behalf of Baba Santa Singh, the hired
Nihang chief, and his rejection of other alternatives to
the storming of the Golden Temple complex put him
finally in what may loosely be called 'the Government
Party'.

However, when we come to a professional soldier's
account, "Assault on the Golden Temple Complex:
5-6 June, 1984", one at once senses a different order
of thought, and a difterent line of argument. For Lt.
General Jagjit Singh Aurora (Retd.), the fanred hero
of the Bangladesh War, pulls no punches when he
begins to examine the rationale, thc field of operations,
and the strategies of mounting the final assault. It is a
military officer's verdict, and by one who had held one
of the highest commands in the country. At the politi-
cal level, he finds the Centre's policy of deliberate and
tragic procrastination not a little responsible for the
decision which apparently rvas, in the end, incvitable.
Even then. if the nrilitary orrerations had been conduct-
ed nore humanely and without political constraints,
there would not havc been that trenrendous loss of
life and wanton deslnrction as we evcntually saw. He
also nails both the ollrcial and the nredia iies regard-
ing the Golden Temple itsclf. "In actual fact, "says
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the hurt General," the Golden Temple had more than
250 bullet marks which I saw with my own eyes. I
also saw that there were no prepared defences inside
the Golden Temple." Clearly, Gen. Aurora despises

the politics of murder and mutilation, but in his view
the disease of fundarnentalism has less to do with it
than the climate of political corruption, knavery and

cynicism in our bodypolitic. And finally, he gives a
befitting reply to those who keep pillorying the Sikh
intellectuals for failing to do their duty. "When were
intellectuals," he asks, "ever consulted or asked to give

their advice about solving the problem before 5-6 June,
1984?" Apparently, neither Mrs. Gandhi nor the
Akali leadership had any thought for them, then or
now.

M. V. Kamath's "Myth and Reality" saddens me
more than any other piece in this volume, probably be-
cause I expected a greater grasp of the situation than
he has shown. He has a fine, incisive mind, and he
is right to say at the outset, "Punjab is a state of mind",
not simply a State, And yet, in the end, he fails to
remember his own aohorism, and suggests a remedv
which, if anything, will queer the pitch to a point where
we all shall be reduced to prayers, as it were. And,
it is amazing how a book called Heritage of Sikh Cul.-
ture by one Pritam Singh Gill rushes him into un-
warranted fears and conclusions. The fact that it was
made available to him by the SGPC would not mean
much even if Gill had given his own biased version. It
is this kind of exercise that makes him question afresh
the idea of linguistic states, and, inter alia, ofter a most
specious argument in defence of the betraryal of their
mother-tongue by the Punjabi Hindus. I have no
doubt that Kamath takes a high-souled stance in th,:
matter, but the concept of the linguistic states is noi
as retrogressive as he thinks. On the contrary, it ex-
presses a revolutionary urge to reorganise the structure
of a oeople's sensibility. If the politicians make the
language look a villain of the oiece, that doesn't des-
troy its force or value. Anyway, Iet him go and 'teli
it in Gath!' New Delhi too is thinking on these despe-
rate lines, with the difference that the linguistic unity o!
Punjab alone is to be set aside in its next move to tame
the Sikhs.

In his oiece "The Great Divide" Sunil Sethi tells us
how Bhindranrvale, a oeasant sensibility suddcnly
pitchforked into politics and history, held Punjab "on
a short fuse" for a couole of years. He had about a

dozen nreetings with that "combination of half-clown.
lralf-loon", thotrgh rviselv for Sethi. he never used such
crl)rcsslvc phrases lor him rvhile the man was around.

And, if he did, it is even more wonderful that he is
still alivc and kicking. Bhindranwale's infamous 'hit-
list'-a subject of so much 'black humogl'-ftne1ry 1s
bounds. So much for the intellectual integrity and

courage of the tribe that once blew him up into a

charismatic leader to secure interviews. And then the
sanre folks blamc the Sikh intellccttrals for thcir silcncr.

The concluding article, "Lessons from the Punjab"
by Arun Shourie distributes the blame for the Punjab
traeedy almost evenly between "Mrs. Gandhi & Co."
with their "dithering" and politicking, and Bhindran-
wale who, appeased and groomed by the Congress (I),
was in the end "riding a tiger that he could not dis'
mount." Shourie's belief that "the overwhelming
majority of Sikhs disapproved as strongly of Bhindran-
wale, his politics, his brand of religion, his ends, his
methods as anyone else", f trust, is well-founded,
though what he writes about "the sense of relief" even

in the Sikh community at his demise and exit is not
true in one sense. It apoears to me that the greater

tragedy-the assault on the Golden Temple complex.
thc slaughter of hundreds of innocent pilgrims, the

Army and police atrocities in the countryside-did not

permit the Sikh psyche to experience any kind of
relief. If anything, all these terrible happenings gave

Bhindranwale a posthumous 'life' quite beyond his

own dream and reckoning and deserts. Such are the
irrationalities of charismatic politics. Of course,

Shourie comes down heavily on Mrs. Gandhi as well.
A few quotes will suffice.

(1) "..... action was delayed because for long
the situation fitted in quite neatly with Mrs.
Gandhi's politics: to foment chaos, to fomenl
insecurity . . . . and then present oneself as the
only av ailable sav iour.t'

(2) "Mrs. Gandhi's strategies will rcmain what they

have been. But as the Punjab episode shows,

they rvill be even more destructive than in the
past." How true and prophetic, these words.

(3) "Now, she depends on setting one cotnmunity
against another." And, that's precisely what
her son and Party did in the wake of her as-

sassination and the General Election.

Clearly, the sour grapes eaten by Mrs. Gandhi and

Bhindranwale ltave set the teeth of the two communi'
ties on edge.

Dr flo,rhnn Siq:,lrt\i[oini i: t lorrrrr't i,r',rlr:.rst't
ol Etrglish al lhe Punjabi Urtivusill'.
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LANDIIIARKS IN THE LAW by Lord Denning;
Butterworths; Pp. 394; S6.95.

A broken resolution is not always a bad thing.
When Lord Denning published The Closing Chap:er
in 1983, he had indicated that that rvould be his last
book-a fitting finale, many thought, to a judicial
carcer that hacl spanned four decades and seen some
of the most remarkable developrnents in English law.
But now, barely a year later, Denning is out with yet
another volume of legal miscellanv, to the pleasant
surprise of his countless admirers.

"Since my retirement I have done lots of things,"
says the former Master of the Rolls by way of apolo-
gia. "Yet I wanted to do more. I tvanted to write just
one more book. But what about? I would have liked
to write a play. But I could not think of a plot. I
dallied with a novel. But I could not invent the char-
acters or situations. I prefer fact to fiction. So I turn-
ed to the law again."

And just as well. For the present volume, like its
four predecessors, does rvhat a dozen textbooks would
have failed to do, viz. instruct, in the most entertain-
ing fashion, lawyer and layman alike on the history
and evolution of the legal process over the years. What
is more, it is, in Denning's own words, "an antho-
logy-a hotchpotch-in which you can dip at will.
You can pick it up and read a chapter or two in the
train or before you go to sleep; and then put it down,
It is not a connected stoly with a central theme. It
is a series of disconnected stories on disconnected
tlremes."

The themes themselves are as absorbing as they are

varied: high treason, torture and bribery, freedom of
assembly, matrimonial affairs, martyrdom, international
terrorisn, freedom of the press, racial persecution,
and so on. Denning has inch.rded, for good measure,
a whole section on the rlotorious Profumo alTair which
rocked Britain in the 'sixties and over which he was
asked to conduct an inquiry by the then Prime Minist-
er Harold Macurillan. (Denning's report on the in-
quily, incidentally, created a record which stands un-
paralleled in the annals of officials publications: it was,
in Bernard Levin's worcls, "the only blue-book for
which both Her Majcsty's Stationery Oflicc and thr.:

largest bookshop in Lonclorr opened their cloors, out-
sicle which long rlucues hacl fornred, ztt rniclnight, sr;

as to be at.rle to sell copies ol' it at the lirst nlomer)t
allowed by Parliament").

As als'avs. Derrning's appr<lach is essentially histo-
rical. His treatment of high treason, for instance.

opels rvith the interesting statenlent that it is thc only
offence now left in England rvhich is purrishable by
death and governed by a statute passed over 600 years
ago, the Parliamcnt Roll beirrg in Norntan French.
The felicity with rvhich Denning has describecl the
landmark case of Sir Wulter Ralcigh, rvho was prose-
cuted for this ofience by Jarnes Stuart rvith the active
assistance of Sir Edwarct Coke, is as inrpressivr; as his
conclusior.r is dan"rning: "According to the law of evi-
clence, as we know it, the triiil of Sir Walter Raleigh
was outrageous. It was a travesty of justice. The
conduct of the Attorney-General, Sir Edward Coke,
was monstrous. Every bit of the evidence against
Raleigh rvas inadmissible. It $,as all hearsay, rumour
and conjecture. Each of it was the evidence of a self-
confessed accomplice. It rvas not corroborated in any
respect. None of it lvas taken in the presence ol
Raleigh. It was all done in his absence. He had no
opportunity of cross-exarnining or seeing any of the
witnesses. . , . One of the judges said afterwards that
'the justice of England has never been so degraded
and injured as by the condemnation of Sir Walter
Raleigh',"

Among the other cases of high treason recourrted by
Denning are those of the Irish nationalist Sir Roger
Casement (which involved the interesting question of
jurisdiction, for the guilty act was committed in
Germany) and the American William Joyce who
broadcast anti-British propaganda from Berlin during
the First World War. Each of the accused rvas
proved guilty and made to pay with his life. As a

natural corollary to the chapter, Denning sets forth his
own, much sought-after views on capital punishment:

"The punishment iuflicted for grave crimes should
adequately reflect the revulsion felt by the great
majority of citizens for them. It is a mistake to
consider the objects of purrishrnent as being deter-
rent or reformative or preventive and nothing
else. The ultimate justification of any punish-
ment is not that it is a deterrent, but that it is the
emphatic denunciation by the cornmunity of a crimc:
and from this point of view, thcre are some murders
which in the present state of public opinion, demand
thc most emphatic denunciation of all, nanrely thc
dcalh penalty."

Thc reference, obviously, is to orqanisecl tcrlorisnr.
particularly of the kind practised by the lRA. "Take
the lronrbs which rvcle planterl in Birrrrinchnrtr un<l

Regent's Park ancl outsicle Harrorls. Some o[ theru
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were planted by terrorists from Northern Ireland who
owed allegiance to the Queen. In Northern Ireland
terrorists deliberately shoot to kill the soldiers of the
Queen. Are they not guilty of high treason? Yet
none of them has been charged with it. They have
only been charged with murder," laments Denning.

The same feeling of outrage permeates the author's
cliscussion of the happenings ontside the Libyan Em-
bassy in London last April when Yvonne Fletcher, a

woman police constable, rvas shot dead, and the only
thing Her Majesty's Government could do was to
order the closure of the Libyan mission. "You might
have thought that our police rvould have entered the
building at once-in defence of our people-and have
arrested the miscreants. But no. . . . Not one of them
will ever be brought to justice. . . . Why, why were
these murderers allowed to go free? The reason given
by the Government was that they were covered by
diplomatic immunity"-an excuse Denning finds un-
tenable.

Denning's comments on the coal miners' strike are
no less interesting. "The trade unions," he says, "are
facing a crisis. They have to decide whether to obey
the law of the land or not. For over 70 years they
rvere immune. Now, if they disobey, they are liable
to fi.nes and damages and to having their assets seques-

trated." He sees the 1980 and 1982 amendments to
trade union law as fully justified. These amendments,
contrary to the strident propaganda of trade union
leaders, do not, in Denning's opinion, mean the end

of the trade unions. "Far from it. Thcy will still
have much to do for the well-being of their members.
They will still have to consult with management and

co-operate with it. In case of disagreement, they will
still be able to call strikes-within the limits laid down
by law. They will still be able to set up pickets-
within the limits laid down by law. They will still be

able to 'black' goods or transactions within the limits
laid down by law. They ntust keep within the law.
That is fundamental to our Constitution."

One section of the present book which is bound to
surprise, even shock, sotne of Denning's admirers is

his treatment of. Liversidge v. Anderson, the land-
mark case on preventive detention which figured so

prominently in our own Habeas Corpus Case decided
during tltc Ertrergerrcy. lrt that case, four Law Lolcls
held that undcr rvar tinre rcgtrlations, it was pcrfectly
legal for the Governrnent to detain any person on
grounds of national security on the subjective satisfac-
tion of the Minister concerned. However, in a power-

ful dissent (rvhich has been revered by liberterians thc

world over), Lord Atkin opined that the relevant sta-
tute had to be construed objeuively, thereby making
it obligatory on the government's part to give parti-
culars. "ln this country," observed Atkin, "amid thc
clash of arms, the laws are not silent. They may be
charged, but they speak the same language in war as
in peace." Atkin also expressed his apprehension over
the attitude of his brethren who "'show themselves
more executivc rninded than the executive", an obser-
vation which Denning characterises as "wild rhetoric".
He is firmly convinced that Atkin's dissent was wrong,
although he concedes that Atkin's sentiments "find an
echo in the hearts of every Englishman."

However correct Denning's view may be technically,
the fact remains that with the runaway expansion irr
the powers of the government-more particularly of
the executive branch-even in England the scope for
abuse of such an unfettered discretion is frighteningly
enormous. As for nascent democracies like our owa,
the experience of the Emergency is a grim reminder
of the catastrophic consequences that can follow the
acceptance of such a view. Even as tens of thousands
of people were locked up, often under patently defec-
tive orders, and hundreds mercilessly tortured all over
the country, the Supreme Court (speaking through Mr.
Justice M. H. Beg) thought fit to observe that "the
care and concern bestowed by the state authorities
upon the welfare of detenus who are well housed, well
fed and well treated, is almost material." Need one
comment further?

-K. 
S. Venkateswaran

MEMOIRS OF A MEDIOCRE MAN by S. Y.
Krishnaswamy; Bhamati Books; 1983; Pp. 243;
Rs. 50,

"THERE l4AS an annual dinner in which the Gover-
nors of The School participaled. A senior colleague
told me the lollowing story. As he was one ol the
speakers on behaff ol the students of the School, he
was placed near lhe centre ol the long dining table
and not, as his rank warranted, "below the sall." A
distittguislrcd old gentleman was seated next to him
ond asked him lrom which part ol India he came
from. Ha lolcl hint tlrut he catnc lront Maclras. He
rt'plicd lhat lte krtev' rnitc a ltit ol Northern India,
but his knowledga of the South v'As ntelgre. He tltctt
told the olcl gentleman q greut daal about South
India, to v,lticlr he li.slcned v'i!h paticn<'e arul x'lnl
711y lriend thought was good understanding. Alter o
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vlile, tny triend askecl him w,hat hc luul been tloin.r!
irt India. He sntiled and said casually ,,My ntune i.s

Chelntsford. I used to be the Viceroy ol India.,' Dur-
ing the rest ol the dinner, my lriend concentrated on
the meal cutcl did not utter a single u,ord."

x

"Attothar Englislt olliccr wus ittt,itetl to a ,,sitclorvtt'

dintrcr by cm Indiatl gentlcnum. 'I'\rc plantctin lcavas.
n'c'rc laid in rt rox, urul wooclen plunks bchind tlrcni
lor tlrc d.iners tct sit. l'he host asked the Englisrr
gucst to leacl tlte u.cty,, t','lticl.t lrc ditl, by protrtptll. sit-
iing on tlrc leai and expecting the lood to be servctl
ort the lotv wootlen tublc. Attother English olJicer
tvho attended a nnrriage least was servecl witlt buttcr-
ttrilk soup which is nixed witlt rice and eaten. It
luicl a generous dose ol cltillies ground into it, ltut hc
atc it tuithout batting atr eyelid, drinking a greut (lcal
ol water oll tlte time. His lace turned a tleep-recl,
attd there *'ere beuds o! perspiration on his forehead,
ll;lrcrt hc took leuve ol his ltost, he x.rc oflerctl santi-
Iiquid scuulal pustc, v,lich onc rubs on onc,.s pulnt
(in tlrc olden clays it rucrs plastered all oter the bodt,
ior its cooling eflecr) cnd whiclt rentintled the Eng-
lishnrcn of the learsottte yellow soup whiclt he had
consumed earlier. He tltought it wus thc custo,r, to
oflcr it aguin to tlrc departirtg guest. So lte said. ,,Ah,

again this" and lrcld out ltis palm, and protnptl,r,
)'tvellowed it. I think tlnt tlrc British have personallt
suljered nutclt to uphold the prestige ol the enpire.,,

Thesc and other delightful anecdotes are to be
lound in lhese Memoirs by a distinguished mernber
of the Indian Civil Service. S. y. Krishnaswaniy join-
ecl the Service in 1928 and retired tn 1957. During
thc course of his life hc held scveral important posi-
tions. As a young officcr hc Nas in chargc of thc
adnrinistration of the Krishna District and after retirc-
nrcnt hc helcl the high position of director in thc FAO.
Hc rvas also adviser [o thc first UNCTAD Confercncc.
Thc title of tlre book is modest but urisleading fol
S. Y. Krishnilswanly, now in his eighties, is anything
brrt rnediocre arrd thc Meutoirs reflect a cultivatccl ancl
vcrs:rtilc nrind.

Intcresting 0bservations

'l-lrc 
bcrok is lcnrlrlkablc Ior rnlnl rcitsons. lt scr.u-

pulousl.v ur oids irclsorral clctails in tlrc be licf tlr;ri
tltcse ate rrt.rt likell tti irrteies( crur'yltotl',. Itr ilr"i ilri
rvholc of Part I clcals rvith thc hazar.cls of w'riting
irrr lutobiographl . l(risllrasrvaury rvr.itcs rvith rtralicr

towarcls none ancl tlrer.c is a gentle huurour iu alnrost
all the eDisodes he nar.rates, of the rnen ancl lvomen
about whom he rvriics. l-here is no ,,politics,' 

here
although he was the first Secretary of the Swatantra
Party-a position he resignecl fronr, follolving sotnc
disagreement with the leaders.

When Krishnaswamy joined thc ICS it was thc
highnoon of Indian nationalisnr. By this time tht
administraticn rvhich rvas rvell known for its high
ideals in the early 19th century hacl become lifeless
and rvooden; filcs becorne more important than men.
SYK writes delightfully about the uneasy relationship
betwcen the young urbanised Indian members of the
Service and their British counterparts with whonr thev
had very littlc in comnlon. Conversations at parties
meandered into nrindless loDics which left the young
indians bored. They just rvould not lit in. 'fhe situa-
tion became even nrorc uncornfortabie rvhen the wives
ncre invited.

There are several interesting observations on thc
social habits of peoole particularly in South Inctia an<l
thcy indicartc thc social context in rvhich thc. aclminis-
tration had to function. Administration had becomc ,i

paradise for litigation, specially in Kumbakonam wherc
they had converted it into a tine art. A habit quite
common in Kerala, Tanjore and Punjab was peopie
wceping beforc the officials whencver they rvanted
something. When one woutan's supplicant who rvani-
cd her transfer u'as turnecl away, her husband n';rs
hearcl asking her "did you cry?" and the woman sarrl
'Did I cry!' You must havc seen me at it" and th,:r,
went away laughing.

Save for occasional laoses, the style is clegant and
studied without being pedarrtic. Shakespcarean allu-
sions are cunningly worked into the prose. The book
can bc rcad as much lol its {ine u,riting as lor thc
author's retlections on tlre nren of his tirl',.

Rajalakshuri P. AiyaL

THE DOCTRINES OIi AIVTERICAN trOREIGN
POLICY BY Cccil V. Crabh, .1r., Louisiana Statc
Univcrsit.r, Press: Irp. 446; Itrice not stalcrl.

IH lS IIOOK e.r,atrrirrcs lrrtl atrllyrcs tlir sigrrilicanci
ancl ltistoriclrl inrporta:rcc ol' lhc viu it'rus .\nrcrican
lorcign rrolicl docti'incs, thc chunging pitltcrn ol' g[o-
lr:tl ltiri',rt priliiics lrtcl ilt: lli-. I' .., ,, :i,. ,l;, ttr" irr

flLrencccl thc formulation of thosc cloctrincs. llach ol'
ihcsc tloctrincs is thc ()utconrc of snntc crisis in Arrrc-
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rican history. For example, if the Tnrman doctrilte rr.irs

based on the 'policy of containment' (as propound-
ed by Kennan) the Middle East crisis was the justifica-
tion for the Eisenhower doctrine. The Truman
doctrine epitomised the American global role in rvorld
affairs with Truman calling for action "which wrll
launch the United States on a new and positive foreign
policy of worldwide responsibility for the maintenanc,:
of peace and order."

. The author has done painstaking research and gives
a lucid background to every doctrine. He has an-
alysed the domestic factors that have influenced ancl
rnoulded U.S. foreign policy as well as the patterns o[
Congressional reactions and support, which, refresh-
ingly enough, are bipartisan, reflecting the national
interests of the U.S. in world aftairs.

This book is a valuable textbook for students of
American foreign policy. Reading it one discerns
that the salient features of the doctrines of American
foreign policy, irrespective of their authors, is their
recognition of vital national interests abroad as n'ell
as the quest for U.S. supremacy in global strategics
consistent with the values of liberty and free instititions

Nitin Raut

Freerlom First
Subscription Order Form

127, Mahatma Gandhi Road,
Bombay-4OO 023.

Please send Freedom First to me for one year

(four issues.; ", th" f"ll".ritrg address :

NAME :

ADDRESS

This is a New,/Rencwal* subscription.
I cnclose payment of Rs. 20 in favour of Freedom
Firsl by

*Cheque *Bank Draft *Postal Order
I have remitted by money order, reccipt

enclosed. For outstation cheques kindly add
Rs. 2 for bank charges. Renewal intimation
cards are posted to subscribers scparately.

(Overseas subscription rate S4 or $O

Prof. Nissim Ezekiel Prize Fund

Readers rvill be heartened to knorv that on the eve
of Prof. Nissim Ezekiel's retirement from the Bombay
University, sonte of his students, ex-students and
friends have decided to raise a Fund with a view tn
instituting a Prize in his name. The Prize is to be
arvarded annually to the student who stands first in the
American Literature/Indo-English Literature papers at
the M.A. examination of the University.

Prof. Ezekiel retires from the University this month
after a distinguished teaching career spanning over
three decades.

Those desirous of contributing to the Fund may
send crossed cheques drawn in favour of the "Professor
Nissin Ezekiel Prize Fund" to Ms. Snehlata Pandit,
7 Jo'liza Building, 30 Sasmira Marg, Prabhadevi,
Bombay 400 025.

Statenrernt about owrership and other particulals
about Freedom First

Place of Publication:
Periodicity of its Publication:
Printer's & Publisher's
Name:
Whether citizen of India:
Address:

Editor's Name:
Whether citizen of India:
Adclress:

Name and address of indivi-
duals who own the news-
paper and partners or
shareholders holding more
than one per cent of the
capital:

j Dated lst Aptil

I

Bombay
Monthly

J. R. Patel
Indian
285 Javji Dadaji Marg,
Adenwalla Baug,
Bombay-400 007.

K. S. Venkateswaran
Indian
20, Poornima,
L. B. Shastri Malg.
Bombay-400 086

Democratic Resealch
Service
127, Mahatnra Gandhi
Road.
Bombay-400 023.

I. J. R. Patel. heleby dcclarc that the particulars
given abovc arc truc lo thc best of my knou'ledgc
and belicl.

J. R. Patel
Publisher.



FREEDOM FIRST FOUNDATION
Freedom, with sociol responsibility ond the rule of low, is the foundotion of civilisolion ond o
precondition for sociol ond culfurol progress. Few people however, hove on odequote ideo
oftd underslonding of the meoning ond volue of freedom ond its implicotion in cioy-to-doy
life. Generolly. freedom is token to meon merely the obsence of restriclions of whotever one
wishes to hove or do. lt is doubtful whether freedom os o bosic volue hos become o port of
our culturol ethos.

.. Tlere is.urgenl need lo promote the occeptonce of the volues of freedom ond dignity of
the individuol omong our people ond speciolly omong ihe young, The only hope tiei in'the
gffortg of voluntory orgonisotions specificolly dedicoted to the promotion of these volues. A
long-term progromme of sound populor educotion in lhe meoning, implicotions ond respon-
sibilities of freedom in oll its ospects is necessory.

These considerotions, ond the desire to moke efforts in thot direciion, hove prompted the
estoblishment of the Freedom Flrcl Foundqllon os o non-portison, educotionol, choritoble
Trust for the promotion of these volues ond ideols. The Founciotion will orgonise lecfures, semi-
nors, study closes, ond other educotive ond culfurol octivities, ond will publish ondior sub-
sidise the publicotion of periodicols, books ond pomphlets, for lhe promotion of these oims
ond objectives.
. We oppeollo oll those who ore committed lo freedom, democrocy ond on open society
'to gyOOort lhe Foundotion by sending donotions ond conhibutions to ine corpus5t the Foun-
dotion,

The Foundotion hos been registered under the Public Trust Act ond donotions of Rs. 250 ond
obove ore exempt fronl lox under section 80 G(1) of the lncome tox Act, i961,

Cheques should be mode poyoble to the Freedom Flrst Foundcllon,l2T,Moholmo Gon-
dhi Rood, Bomboy 400 023. ond eormorked for its corpus.

lf you do good, people will accuse you
of selfish ulterior motives. Do tood enywry.

The good you do today will be
forgotten tomorrow. Do good .nyw.y.

People really need help but may
attack you if you help them.

Help people rnyw.y.

['eople favor un<lerdogs but follow only
top dogs. Fight for some underdogi enywey. Batliboi a corupnNY LTMTTED

Rcgd. Ollice: Apeeiay House.6th lloor.
Or. V. 8. Gandhi Marg. Fo.l. Bombay-400 023

Eranch€s. Assooate and Oealers-ALL OVCR lNDlA.

lnserted by :



Bharat Blilee.
One company. Many images.

Ask different people what we
are, and you'll get many
differenr answers!
The truth is, we'vebeen
pioneers in electrical
engineering, in the private
sector, tor over 35 years.
Manufacturing and marketing
some of the nation's finest
standard and special purpose
transformers, motors,
'Olympus' lifts. Also pumpsets,
ventilationgquipment
and mine accessories.

On one point though, everyone agrees,
Our product quality is always excellent.

Thanks to our collaboration
with Siemens A G., West Germany
and continuous rndigenous
development.
Today vie're poised for growth,
to meet the customer's
high technology needs of
tomorrow.

Bharat Bijlee Limited
Bombay 400 025.

Bharat Biilee Limited
Transformers, Molors, Lifts.

Sisrar B B 8(D/81

tr
:':r

""€

I

q
.l
II

'rl::


	385 - April 1985
	Between Ourselves
	In This Issue
	With Many Voices
	Of Cabbages and Kings
	Can Rajiv Deliver the Goods? - Subramaniam Swamy
	Delhi Riots - The Basic Issues - Minoo Masani
	What About the Software? - Govind Talwalkar
	Freezing the 400 - Minoo Masani
	The Agony of Ethiopia - Rama Swarup
	Ecology - The Drift Towards Disaster - M. V. Kamath
	The Truth about Mr. Nicechapovich - Bernard Levin
	De-Linking : The Need for Caution - S. K. Ookerjee
	U.S. Policy in Latin America - Ashley Tellis
	Bhopal and the Multinational - Thomas M. Gladwin & Ingo Walter
	Liberalism - Minoo Masani
	Reservations - The Political Vested Interest - Sumant Bankeshwar
	India's Israel Policy - Why the Hypocrisy? - Nissim Ezekiel
	"The Punjab Story' - Darshan Singh Maini
	Book Review: Landmarks in the Law - K. S. Venkateswaran
	Book Review: Memoirs of a Mediocre Man - Rajalakshmi P. Aiyar
	Book Reivew: The Doctrines of American Foreign Policy - Nitin G. Raut
	Prof. Nissim Ezekiel Prize Fund
	Statement about ownership
	Subscription Form 
	Freedom First Foundation

