
· \ \.CSVIS 
petsona and 

flO.-

cshaono 
theSh case 

J. B. H. Wadla- A Humanist Par Excellence 



Nachiketa Publications Limited 
5 Kasturi Buildings, J. Tata Road, 

Bombay 400 020. 

A STATESMAN ENTERPRISE 

Books for all bookshelves and budgets: 

Bihar Shows the Way 

D. M. K. in Power 

Education in the Fourth Plan 

Gandhi and the American Scene 

Glimpses of Old Calcutta 

German Scholars On India-Vol. 11 

Indira's India: A Political Notebook 

The Career Of the Secondary School Teacher 
in Poona 

Under the Indian Sky 

Writings and Speeches Of Sir Syed Ahmed Khan 

What Price A Free Press? 

Also available from: 

by S. K. Datta-Ray 

by P . Spratt 

by J . P. Naik 

by C. Seshachari 

by R. R. Chowdhury 

by S. Nibal Singh 

by P. Kale 

by A. Chanda 

by S. Mohammad 

cd. V. V . John and A. B. Shah 

THE STATESMAN LIMITED 

Statesman H ouse, 
Connaught Circus, 
New Delhi 110 001 

Fagun Mansion 
26 Commander-In-Chief Rd. 
Madras 600 105 

Statesman House, 
Chowringhee Square, 
Calcutta 700 001 

Rs. 

10/ -

6/-

6/ -

6/-

33/-

30/-

12/-

9/-

6/ -

12/-

4/-



April 1986 
No. 389 
Price Rs. 5 

Founde1·: E d itors: 

1\liuoo Masaui S. V. Raju 

R. Srinivasan 

Associate Editot·: Conl l'ibu~ing Editor: 

J ebangi t· Patel Geeta Doclot· 

Advis ory Board: 

Adam Adil S. A. A. f•iutu 

Suman ! B aJJlccshwar 
Nitin Ra ut 

S. I . Clerk 

Arvind Deshpande Abe Solomon 

l'<issim Ezekiel AsbJcy T ellis 

Aziz Madni 

Cover picture: Courtesy; The Jlleek 

In this Issue: 
J. B. n. Wadia-A Humanist P.ar Excellence 

D. B. Karnik 

The Role o[ the Police 

K. F. Rustomji 

New Structures for the World Economy­
The I ndian Perspective 

P. R. Brahmaoaoda 

The Mas:mi Yicwp(liof 

Will Kerala Go the Communist Way? 

Babu Joseph 

Sharing lhe Financial Cake 

Marina P into 

Personal Laws and the Shah Bano Case 

Kamila Tyabji , Minoo Masnni, H. M. Secrvai 

l' rofilcs o£ l ncliau Libcrals-Henr) De.rozio 

Pud111ini Menon 

5 

7 

9 

15 

19 

23 

29 

37 

A Quarterly of Liberal Ideas 

Dear Friend: 

Yet another Humanist and Liberal, Jamshed Wadia 
passed away in Bombay on January 4. He was for 
many years a member of the Executive Board of the 
Democratic Research Service and along with Mr. V. B. 
Karnik an Honorary Secretary of the Indian Com­
mittee for Cultural Freedom. Though he professed 
atheism, he was, if we may use the phrase, one of 
God's good men. May his soul rest in peace. 

We dedicate this issue of Freedom First to his 
memory. 

Problems in the press have delayed the publication 
of this issue. We apologise to our readers but are 
encouraged by the many anxious enqui ries from con­
cerned subscribers. That we are missed is heartening! 

The delay was in a way a blessing in disguise for it 
enabled us to carry, as this quarter's essay, the views 
of Ms. Kamila Tyabji, Mr. Minoo Masani and Mr. 
H. M. Seervai on Personal Laws in the context of the 
Shah Bano Case. 

The contributions by Mr. Minoo Masani under the 
title "The Masani Viewpoint" are from his column 
in The Statesman. We are indebted to them for their 
kind permission. 
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With Many Voices 
"The deep moans round ll'itll 11/liiiY \'Oites. Come, my /l'il'lldN. 
'Tis not too lute ro seek ' ' newer wnrld"-Tt•nnyson. 

·'Charging V. M. Tarkundc willt sedition must be 
the brainwave of a moron. ll Tarkunde is an enemy 
of the people, H. K. L. Bhagat i~ the Virgin Mary." 

- Nayantara Snhgal, Indian Express, 
Oclober 27, 1985 

Politicians make fools of us. They are all the same, 
some more than others. It's not values that matter to 
them. All that matters is power. 

- K. R. Sundar Rajan, Debonair, March 1986. 

Only in BritaiJl had union leaders become arrogaut 
enough to think that they can do without democracy. 

- The Economist., February 25. 

'·We're tired of waiting for the next five year phm­
we want a better life now." 

A young Soviet Communist Pnrly member, 
Fortune lnlemational, Nov. 2\ 1985. 

Competition is flue. But the rules should be the 
same for all. 

- Vinod Doshi , Chairman Walchand 
Group, Fortune Tntemationol, 
J ;umary. 19R6. 

Why dt>Clfll 't the Pn·-ldent ( tvl1 Reagan) jusl :-:ay 
something ltkc thio;: We arc opposed in principle to 
hnth \nnttllltni:.tll :tml :tparlhl•id I lnWe\ cr we wil l 
l:tke :tl'liun nnh tt•!ain:-; t 11:1ti• HI' tit: I '':c l.. 1,1 cXp<~li 

tl h ' 'l' ('\ j '"· 

Ooordarshan is afraid of reality and truth. L don't 
bla111e them. They are very nice bureaucrats. 

-Ramesh Sharma, I 1/uslrated Weekly 
of India, April 6. 

Money is a sort of influence, too. It helps when 
you know somebody is going to pay you. It's a better 
incentive than music or rain! 

-Mario Miranda, Imprint, Apri11986. 

Let us never Jurget that the descent into a police 
state js deceptively easy. 

-N. A. Palkhivaln, Business World, 
March 17. 

Competitjon acts as a powerful spur in the economy. 

-l... K. Jha, lllusrated Weekly of India, 
April 6. 

. . . The Rajiv Gandhi government is the most vacil­
lating one we have ever had. And all that is needed 
to make it panic is to make a lot of noise. 

Kuldip Nayar, Mid-day, April 17. 

·1 hcrl' arc few coun tries th nt sign up as mnny major 
co;1t rncts as India does . bul there can be none othel' 
which has nn even remotely comparable record of 
dilly-dallying :1nd flir-fl(lpping. <'11 conlracts. 

l 11dir1 T(lt/m· 1\pril 30 
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Of 
Cabbages 
& Kings 

S. R. Vcnkatarnman 

With the pus~ing <tway of S. R. Venkataraman, the 
President of the Servants of India Society, the world 
of Indian liberalism has lost one of its stalwarts 
'b I h erals one of the fi rmest of friends, and the at!ivasis 

a champion of thetr cause. Born and educated in 
Coimbatore and Madras, Venkataraman never took 
professionally to the law, where he had his initial train­
ing. A full time member o( the Society, he travelled 
far and wide in the country and knew of many leading 
figures in Indian politics and South 1 ndian politics io 
particular. A t irele~s worker for the education of rhe 
Harijuns and the welfare of the adi1•asis he wrote a 
book in Tamil on them. He supervised for a number 
of years on behalf of the Sflcicty. the schools run for 
them in special areas in the South. 

He became Secretary to the Rt. Hon. Srinivasn 
Sastri and his devotion to Sastri and Gokhale bordered 
on this side idolatry. He tried to keep their memo­
ries green by regularly bringing out annually Gokhleana 
and Sastriantt, small pamphlets resurrccling forgotten 
writings of the masters many of them most difficult of 
access. 

In Madras he was an institution and many scholars 
interested in modern polilics made his residence and 
the office of the Society their Mecca. Tt also was the 
Madras centre of the Indian Council of World Affairs. 
Gentle in de!Jortmcnt, his fantastic memory for details. 
and his subdued humour and, abo.,.e all, his genllemao­
liness won for him a wide circle of friends. He will be 
missed for a long, long time. 

-RS 

When Arc •·Exception " Exccplion!>'? 

Mr. NE. L. C'hrdumbaram is u Rajaji devotee. He 
h Prc~iJctll of thl.! ·' Raj<~ji Scva Sangam" in Ranw­
nathapuram, Tamil Nudu. In July lasl year. 
Mr. Chidumharam wrote to the Prime Minister mak­
tn_g !ieveral suggcs!IOil 'i lo comml.!moralc Rctjaji's 
services !0 tile Nntior1. Ant\Hlt~ thl'!'l' was lire. mintinr 
of coin!' with Rajaji \ cni);!} . 

Rujnji hilll'ICII' \VPttld hll\C fr,l\\lted cli1U a~krd 

~the t ime, has come,'' tM 
....alru' said, 

.. too talK of many things: 
of $n()(l$-ancl ships­

an.d nalinij va.x-
of cab:baq;e,s - ~~ 

ana kin$S- " 

-l~wjs carroll 

Mr. Chidambaram 10 refrain from making such re­
quests. But that's a different matter. 

It is not known whether the Prime Minister saw the 
letter. But Mr. Chindambaram did receive a repl) 
from a Director in the Department of Economic 
Affair , Ministry of Finance. " .. your request for issue 
of coins and notes with the effigy of late Shri Rajaji 
has been considered but it is regretted that under the 
f!restm policy o( the Government the same cannot be 
accepted," the Director wrote. 

Mr. J. Venkiteswaran who is General Secretary of 
the Swatantra Party, Maharashtra, thereupon fo11owed 
up with a letter to the Director concerned, asking what 
precisely the "present policy" was regarding the issue 
of coins and currency notes with the effigies of great 
sons ami daughters o( India. By way of reminder, 
Mr. Venkiteswaran pointed out (in case this fact had 
escaped the Director) that Rajaji was independent 

r-- ,Mr~ K. S~- Venk~teswa·~;l wh;;:~it:;· ;;;e;:l 
dom First from January 19g3, and along with 

~ Mr. S. V. RaJU edited the Quarterly from April i 
1985, has rcc;igncd due to the pressure of pro­
fessional work and frequent absences from 
Bomba} . The Democratic Re earch Service, 
which publi hes Freedom First, and the Edito- l 
rial Board have recorded their appreciation of 
the services rendered by Mr. Vtnkateswaran dur­
ing his editorshtp of the journal. J would like to l 
add my personal npprcciation of Mr. Venkale­
~waran's excellent work. We wi<.;h him a pro-

1 spcrous ca reer. ~ 
We lnvitctl Dr. R. Srinivasan. Proressor ~ 

of Political Science, Un iversity of Bombay, Lo 1 

join the cclitori:d team Hlld l1re dclil!.htcd he has -joincu us au Editor bc!!,inni11g with tltis i ~f;tte . 

- l\Jiuoo l\ Iusani 



India's first Governor-General and the first Bhar;H 
Ratna. 

This lime an Under-Secretary iJ1 the Department of 
Economic Affairs replied: "the policy of the Govern­
ment of India is generally not lo issue commemorath\\ 
coins and currency with effigies of eminent persons 
and only very few exceptions were made in the past." 
The Under-Secretary added: "While appreciating the 
sentiments in the suggestion regarding an eminent 
personality like Shri Rajaji, it is regrelled that it hns 
not been possible to acceDe to the request." 

As liberals we have no use for the personality cult, 
and do not, even while informing readers of this in­
teresting snippet, suggest we favour Rajaji 's effigies r.n 
coins. We do not believe that a republican govern­
ment should indulge in these or other forms of slavish 
adulation prevalent generally in African dictatorships. 

The minting of the effigy of Mahatma Gandhi mny 
perhaps be unobjectionable. After all he had given 
up party politics long before independence and could 
truly be described as a leader of all Indians. But both 
Pandit Nehru and his daughter were party leaders. 
This does make a difference. 

1f they can be exceptions so can a whole lot r;f 

those whose contribution to the freedom mow:­
mcnt was no less outstanding: Sir Pherozshah Mehta, 
Lok:maoya Tilak, Gopal Krishna Gokhale to name a 
few. What then was the yardstick to decide on the 
"very few exceptions"? Would the Under-Secretary 
care to clarify? 

-SVR 

.A Lesson and a Prayer 

Though public memory is short, readers of Free­
dom First may still recall the devastating earthquake 
in Mexico city on Sep 19. Officially, 5,000 to 8,000 
people were killed; but jt is believed that the death 
toll was betwel!n 20,000 to 30,000. A city of 18 
million. one fourth i.e. nearly 4! million have been 
rendered homeless. 

lt is interesting to note that the city was originally 
buill by the Aztecc; in the middle of a lake, on the mw1 
remains or the lake. An area prone to earthquakes, the 
conventional wisdom of an 'uncivilized people' w<ts 
never to build a house above three storeys and the 
Spnniards followed suit. 

'I'hl' city \lillh~''ed the milio11 p!"oplc cxplnding 11 
1_ l w\ '1. 'J'I, 1.i\c fnr rv;iJ~t l -.\. II .1\IC' l11r a J~o. \ ..:ri'lh 

ru~h W butld high-ri~c huildllll!' unkn.mu h-l''''l' 

Apt'il 1986 

1957 The casualties in the earthquake were not in 
the old working class areas. It was mainly in tbe areas 
o[ modern c.:unstructions built by public authorities. 
A civil engineer built the highest buHding of 46 noors 
in the city which remained undamaged through the 
earthquake. " .. of about 900 lHiildings that colJaps~ 
ed, less than ten fell down because of the earthquake. 
The rest fell down because they were badly construct­
ed, badly designed or a mixture of both." (Listener, 
Feb. 13) . 

TlJe casualties are eloquent-fonr hundred and 
fifty school buiJdings colla!)sed and in the very areas 
where no other building crumbled. The three largest 
hospitals (needless too say built by the public sector) 
just crumbled. 

The collapse of the hospital Juarez killing more 
than a thousand (the largest casually) after analysis 
revealed serious faults in the "structural design, the 
welding and the consistency of concrete. One of the 
main structural beams contained no steel reiniorce­
ments." 

The biggest housing estate in the whole of Latin 
America is Plateloco. A block of flats, the Neuro Leon 
flats is supposed to be designed to stand earthquakes. 
The hollow concrete foundations were so ftimsy th~1 t 

tbe building leaned like another Pisan tower. Tn th'! 
earthquake ten of the fifteen floors toppled. 

The record of the Delhi Dc\'elopment Corporation 
in building houses without foundation does not lie 
far behind that of the public works of Mexico City. 
Let us hope that the wrath of the Gods does not be­
fall our capital. 

-RS 

Why Not Tibnr Jail a Motel'? 

Newspapers have commcnlctl upon the Republi<.: of 
San Marino which has the unique Jistinction of hav­
ing only one jail; and now the only occupam by flee­
ing it has raised problems for the employees of th~ 
jail. For now they have no work to do. There have 
been proposals for turning it into n low-cost motel to 
r ttracl tourists! 

Since Ot'lhi too is overl'rowded und the tourists fintl 
it difficult to lind accnlllmodation why not c.:onsidc~ 

transfom1ing T1h<tr Jail into :\ motel'! The jailor-; 
will have work to do and the motel will pay for itself. 
A l'\o. lhc jnil111(; 11eecl nol guard the inmates and have 
nn prnhlcm~ nf ctn hara s~ i nl! 1 he rnllt i..:nl h i)!h nnd 
11l iglll: 

-RS 



5 

J. B. H. W adia 
A Humanist Par Excellence 

D. B. Karnik 

J. B. H. WADTA was a many-faceted personality. He 
was a scholar, thinker, writer, poet, political workc.r, 
and a pioneer in the film industry. But the greatest 
assel of his life was that he was a cultured humanis·. 
par excellence. Mr. Wadia went through many vicis­
~Hudes of life. But he was consistent in one thing. 
He was essentially dedicated to service. As a film 
maker he introduced stunl films in the market in the 
pioneering days of the film industry and he was so 
successful ·and his films so popular that he became 
renowned as the emperor of the stunt film. It is dif .. 
ficult to believe that so educated and cultured a man 
like Wadia should get himself involved in stunt filrus. 
But Wadia's explanation was very simple. He told 
his admirers and critics "I stand for the entertainment 
of the common people and 1 know they admire adven­
turism, intrigue and some thrill. My pictures provide 
them with this thrill and they enjoy my pictures". Bu~ 

there was never any vulgarity or cruelty in his films. 
As a matter of fact Waclia produced in course of time, 
historical, mythological, social and artistic films. 
These were an indication of his frame of mind and 
ever-widening political and philosophical outlook. 

Wadia w•ls an ardent Congressman. But he was 
never static in his beliefs. He was attracted to M. N. 
Roy because he felt the impulse of his rat ionalist politi­
cal thought and his yearning fot ushering in a renas­
cent society in India, on tlte pattern of the European 
Renaissance. J amshed Wadia was also a person 
who cherished the ideas of Renaissance. His idol in 
p:Jinting was Leonardo du Vinci. He named his son 
Vinci and the bungalow which he built on the Wodi 
Sea Face was called by him Casada Vinci. Through 
sheer coincidence M. N. Roy and Ellen Roy made it a 
horne o( their own in Bombay and subsequentl y 
Jamshcd and Hill a his wife, became the hosts o~ all the 
Royists at Casada Vinci. 

Jamshed Wadia was an enlightened 'thinker. He 
becn llJe ~o attached to Roy that he wrote a book 
M. N. Uoy the MCin . He called it an incomplete 
Royana. 

He also established his own publishing house 
through wbkh he published some of his writings and 
also his poems in Gujarati. It is surprish1g that 
Jamsbed while leading a hectic 1ife also wrote poetry 
in Urdu, a language which he ndnured and also­
mastered. His affiliation with Roy was indeed helpful 
to both. Wadia and his wife Hilla almost adored R,' 'v 
and Roy took Wadia 'into confidence while he fol:­
mulated his prulosophy and line of action. Roy trust­
ed rum so much that he made him a trustee of the 
Renaissance Institute at Dehradun. Wadia also be­
came a founder-member of the Radical Democratic 
Party founded by Roy and when Roy launched the in­
tel1ectual Radical Humanist Movement, Wadia be­
came its active sup9orter and positive champion. 

Jamshed Wadia was a fearless activist. He never 
shied away from sponsoring unpopular causes. Roy's 
thesis of supporting the Second World War as being an 
anti-fascist war brought aU the popular fury on hi:; 
head. As a staunch supporter of that policy, Wadia 
also bore the brunt of virulent criticism. But he stood 
for free as well as fearless thinking. T.he Indian Com­
mittee for Cultural Freedom and the Democratic Re­
search Service founded by Minoo Masani, were boU1 
organjsations which were unnecessarily and to an ex­
tent mischievously misuunderstood by many pol.itical 
workers. But Wadia, like V. B. Karnik, became 
Masani's closest colleague in developing critical facul · 
lies in the society, through these organisations. 

Wadia's achievements in the film world were fabul­
ous. He came to films in 1928, in the closing years 
of the silent film era. He produced silent .films but 
gradually turned to the Talkies as well as to documen­
taries. In 1933 he founded the Wadia Movietone and 
developed into a Producer-Director and Scret:n 
Writer. Under its banner he made 70 feature films, 20 
documentaries and a pioneering series of short film'i 
of musical value. Wadia was a connoisseur of art :.1nd 
had the rare knack (or discovering oew talent. H~ 
produced short fi lms or skits on Kumar Gantlharv;.~ 

who was only eight years oiJ. The wblu mast·..:1 
Thirukawa MIS also captured by Wadia in a shorL film. 
All these artists and many other actors r~mt~ined lt1y<d 

10 him through thick and thin. 



Wadia maintained the same relationship with all his 
friends, colleagues and comrades. The response he re­
cei,ed from them was COillmcnsurate with the sincero 
affection that he bestowed on all of them. Wadia was 
a lo' ing and a lontblc person. He was fortun<.~te to get 
as his life's partner a person like his wife Hilla who not 
only maintained his house but also c~operated with him 
in all the ventures he initiated in films and helped him 
an his social and political acti\'itics. 

It was indeed a hard life for both of them becausl! 
W:ldia while achieving successes had :~lso to go through 
adversities. Both of them kept a smile on their l'accs 
and extended generous hospitali ty to all those who came 
to Casada Vinci. Wadia's help to all and sundry was 
a sustaining force for the needy. But the beauty an:J 
the grace of this help was thnt it wa~ bountiful but 
anonymous. 

J. B. H. Wadia is uo longer with us physically. 
Cancer claimed his life. But his memory will re­
main fresh in the hearts of all those who had the goocl 
fortune of associating with him. Jnmshed Wadia had 
outstanding qualities. But the greatest among them w:.t~ 
his abiding culture and human understanding. He was 
a great man but he bas also a noble soul. His spirit 
will sh ine as a beacon. 

- Mr 0 H ~I{NI"- i) ;t former cdilllr 
or Muiwrm.htftl Time'S. 

Silvicrete white cement . 

l1All 
Mt~c uoliA#ve .. . ~ . .._l 

April 1986 

Wishful Thinking 

Mr. Girilnl Jain, Editor of the Times of l mlin, 
is an intelligent man. I am therefore glaJ to 
learn (rom a signed article he has writcn in the 
I im!s of India of February 19, that : 

" the Swatantra approach found special favour 
among upper crust Indians nnd certain poli­
tical parties, the J an:.t Sangh, for instance, 
which was rooted in the trading community in 
north India. Socialists too bought tbe pro­
Western and anti-Soviet aspect of the Swa­
tantra platform under the influence of Jaya­
prakash Narayan who had, for good reasons. 
become high ly critical of the Soviet Union. 
"Janata owed its victory at the hustings to the 
excesses of the Emergency. especially in re­
spect of family planning and slum clearnncc. 
Bul there can be no question that Janat:t, 
with all its differences and personality clashes. 
stood for a broad approach which was not 
very dissianilar from Swatantra's. Il wns anti­
socialist and anti-Soviet, though there were po­
werful exceptions. The Janata Government 
sought to reduce controls and liberalisc im­
ports; il would have loved to weaken ties with 
the Soviet Union and strengthen those with 
the United States; only gco-strategic compul­
sions prevented it from implementing its poli­
cy of 'genuine non-alignmenl.1

'' 

Rajaji and I always looked on our Party n-: 
m·am gnrde and J am glad to know that we were 
right in our expectations. 

1 am a little taken aback, however, when Mr. 
Girilal Jain goes on to refer to Mr. Rajiv Gan­
dhi's 'Swatantra sympathies'. 1 can confidently 
say that Mr. Rajiv Gandhi's economic policies 
have very little in common wilh those of the 
Swatan tra Party. This i~ unfortunate, but tho!>e 
who live under the illusion thal the Prime 
Minister will follow the Swatantra Party's poli­
cic ore in for :1 biltrr di~:tnpointment. 

The latc't example ltl thi ob\ ious fact i~ of 
cour<;e the llnion Uudutt which was introduced 
on r:'chrunrv :!~. 19fl(, 

- t\finuo fn~:111l 
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The Role of the Police 
K. F. Rustomji 

IT IS appropriate that the: Raj~1ji Foundation should 
organize a seminar on Policing0 because the present 
law anti order situation in the country bas become a 
cause of grave concern to every Jaw-abiding citizen. 

When we look back at the last three years, we find 
that this has been a period of agitations-in Assam, 
Punjab, .Bhiwandi, Ahme<.lubad. Twelve thousand 
Indians lost their lives as a result of brutal attacks 
th:tt occurred in the violence organized in the la~t 

three years. The organizers of the agitations disclaim 
all responsibility, attempt to make out that it was a 
police failure, plead that dissent is normal in a demu­
~racy, even gloat over their achievements. History 
will hold them guilty; and hold us too guilty, for hav­
ing permitted such barbarism, such terrible brutalities 
to be visited even on women and children, and for 
condoning them and even allowing the perpetrators to 
be glorified. 

ln the riots in Delhi immediately after the assassin~­
tion or Indira Gandhi by her own bodyguards, an un­
precedented bloodshed followed in which nearly 2500 
Sikhs were killed, u1ousaods of homes damaged, and 
entire colonies left without hope. 

Now Ahmedabad. Assuming that the Chief Minis­
ter had made a mistake in suddenly raising the reserva­
tion quota, what was its utilization till tbat date? 
Very low indeed. The whole agitation was designed 
to mislead. AU that it had done is to show that the 
rcserv~lion itself js unfair to those fo r whose benefit it 
is designed. CJose to 100 lives were lost in the riot­
ing, crores worth of property was damaged, and crores 
of rupees were lost to the poor in wages due to curfew 
and disruption o{ work. Officially, there was an at­
tempt to cover up the mistakes with a campaign 
against the police as in all previous agitations, and 
the police broke down under the strain of prolonged 
tension and behaved in an undisciplined manner. 

It is true that the perfomtance of the police has 
declined in the last few years. No preventive actio'l 
i:. tuk~n. no patrolling, dct\!ctions, convictions and 
scicnttflc investigation. The 1>tut~ of records is vel")' 
poor. The decline in pro(essioiHII methods is verv 
<:lear. Often. Lhc wrong 111 ~111 is glorified by the police. 

Sl'mm:.a oa .;;sniscd by the Rtlj.,;ja f ound;;aion on thc: 
occasion of t h~· lf'6:h birthday ot Rajaji This arlicl~> 
is based 'ln :Mr . Rustomji's kcyM:c spe~::h . 

In Kashmir an MLA who was arrested on a remana 
w:mam signed by a magistrate was not produced in 
court. In rural lndia there are outrages of one type 
or another and the people feel nervous. 

All tlus leads one to think that the system of British 
justice was good. People had faith in it, faith in the 
police, courts and jails, and standards were maintain­
ed. Most of all that helped to build tbe "l qbal" of 
the British. 

1 wonder if the recent raids in Bombay are a replace­
ment of the punishment that courts are expected to 
give. Is this a sign of the distrust of our system of 
justice, or failure to discipline by the law? 

Gandhiji did a great service. He woke up the 
masses and mass action was possible for independence, 
but he controlled violence. The only person wh0 
realised how dangerous tbe mob can be was Gandhlji. 
In 1922 he withdrew the non-co-operation movement 
because 22 policemen were killed at Cbauri Chaura. 

What was the background to the 1942 distrubancc? 
Fearing that India would be lost in any case owing to 
the Japanese advance, and egged on by President 
Roosevelt who sincerely pleaded for Indian indepen­
dence, Churchill sent Stafford Cripps in March 1942 
to lay before the Indian leaders a complicated formula 
assuring a transfer o[ power after the war, and offered 
for the .first time the r ight to secede from the federa­
tion to any state that \\anted to keep out of it. Bad 
as the proposal was, it could have been accepted, aud 
probably would have worked out all right. It is a fact 
however that not one of the British side trusted the 
other. The Viceroy hated Cripps, Cripps distrusted 
Churchill and Amery, Attlee distrusted Churchill . A!l 
of them seemed to shoot down each other's ideas, and 
at the centre of it all was Linlithgow, the Viceroy, who 
distruMcd everyone. allll felt that he alone could guid~ 
India out of the danger of war. He called the Cripp 
plan ' 'hawking rotten fish". The one single though~ 
thnt emerged in nil minds after the failure of th..o 
Crippc; Mi.sion was that the British were trying to 
del:civc us and would never depart without a blood­
lwl struggle. 

Then can1c that tlln lll ltuvu~ Augu'il 1942-!>lormy in 
1.:\\: t ~ wny-\\ itlt hope of indl'pcndcnce h~Jtten: ll h) 
the f;tilure of the mission. No prcuiction of the futun.' 



course of events was possible. The Congress decided 
to temporise and passed a resolution in Bombay on 
9th August 1942 offering conditional support to the 
Allies. The words 'Quit India' were not used in the 
resolution at an. Suddenly tlle government decided 
to arrest Gandhiji and all the Working Committee 
members and tbat set the match to a conl~agration 
whlch nobody could control. Mobs of different types 
took over. The hatred that had banked upon botll 
sides precluded any calm thinking. It was India in 
anger-the very foundations of the country were 
shaken by the intensity of the freedom demand. 

Calcutta (1946)--direct action was launched by 
the Muslim League and that night of long knives 
whicb made Wavell feel that Hindu and Muslim could 
never live together-was the precursor of Pakistan. 
Then Noakhali (East Bengal) and irs revenge-riot­
ing against Muslims in Bihar, horrible in the extreme. 
followed by organized rioting to throw the Hindus out 
of Lahore, MuJran, Rawalpindi and to appropriate their 
properties; and then more rioting to make the re­
luctant Pathans accept Pakistan by setting fire to Dera 
Ismail Khan Hazara and Bannu by groups of hired 
agents. 

Despite all the efforts of leaders on both sides, 
Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs were driven out from their 
homes after the partition even from Delhi and Lahore, 
and their houses, factories and fields captured by gangs 
of ruffians. An uncontrollable communal frenzy 
gripped the land. Then came masssacre upon mas­
sacre. The mobs had taken over northern India and 
they dictated the transform ation of both countries. It 
was only the deeply embedded secularism o[ Gandhiji, 
and his martyrdom that saved us from an irretrievable 
disaster. Nehru too played his part well but many 
otl1ers right down the line to the last constable sbow~d 
that secularism is only skin-deep on our side; and in 
lesser measure on the other. The crying need of this 
sub-continent was, and continues to be firm impartial 
policing. 

Even after independence we have a1Jowed mobs to 
dictate. The devastation in Andhra after the fast unto 
death 0f Patti Sriramulu led to the formation of Aodhra 
Pradesh, although Nehru would have liked to retain 
Hyderabad as a separate entity. The formation ol 
Punjabi S1tll<t, nnd the decision regarding Chandigarh, 
\Wrc outC,\mr: or suicidul threats and mn~s disorder. 
The mnc;-;ucres in A~!.i'lll nnrl Delhi t J9R4) , the 
chnng,~ io~ lite l •• nguut.~ policy owing to disturbances 
in the south. the di~missa l of two Chief Ministers of 
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Gujarat to prevent causalties, the blood-burst over thr. 
formation o[ 1i ngoistic states-the list is endless, not 
to mention the communal riots in various parts of the 
country. 

The Government of India bas now created a sepa­
rate Department to look after Internal Security matters 
with Arun Nehru as the Minister and assisted by ao 
able police officer, Ribeiro. Let us hope for an im­
provement in the law and order situation. 

And now terrorism js raising its ugly head-knock· 
ing aircraft out of the sky, killing women and childreu. 
holding the civilised world to ransom. For funds it 
takes to bank robberies, drugs, sale of weapon!:. 
Why are we weak against terrorism? It implies a 
trusted and dependable police, but our police reactions 
are panicky, conciliatory, even partisan. There is no 
accountability to Jaw. Police performance depends on 
direction by the political machine, good officers, and 
control-for which you have officers, counts and the 
media. Unfortunately, faith in the criminal justicl! 
system is declining. In the words of the Chief Justice 
of India, Mr. P. N. BhagwaH, the judicial system is on 
the verge of collapse. Delays and arrears have made 
litigation a gamble where the dishonest and the rich 
have all the advantages. Structural changes are re­
quired to improve the situation. But even within the 
existing system substantial steps can be taken. The 
conditions of tbe subordinate judiciary must be urgent­
ly improved. There are not enough judges and courts 
at the lower level where the public makes the fust 
contact with the judiciary. The Chief Justice has 
warned that this most important part of the judiclai 
pyramid, the lower judiciary, will crumble and has 
called for effective steps to improve the situation. 

The rule of law is being finished in an unthinking 
manner. The police need to be protected from politi­
cal interference; and protected from the corrupt and 
the sycophantic in the forces. Performance of each 
man in the force must be improved and any strategy 
that is worked mil must be designed to protect the 
poor and the defenceless in the country. 

l have tried to show how law and artier has been 
aiTectcd and how social accord and intcrml'll peace 
have been shattered by law and order breakdowns. All 
of us have n part to play in it- the Rajaji Foundntion , 
the media, the political machine. the judiciary. 

lUr. }\. F. "Uustomji Is a retired !t1specto• -Gene1 nl vf 
Police and member of the Police Commission . 
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New Structures for the World Economy 
-lhe Indian Perspective 

P. R. Brahmananda 

JT lS a privilege for me to deliver lhe valedictory ad­
dress at this important seminar* in which we had the 
opportunity of listening to the views of Mr. Dollcen­
stein. May 1 remind the distinguished audience th<i! 
Holland was U1c ancestral home of David Ricardo, the 
fountain-head of International Trade Theory. Hoi·· 
land has contributed many distinguished economists 
among whom Tinbergen has been a source of great 
help to developing countries. 

On this occassion it is a further privilege to us for 
having bad the opportunity of listenjng to the remark5 
of Mr. M. R. Masani, one of our most distinguished 
statesman. f recollect that it was several years ago 
just a little around the time of our Independence that 
Mr. Masani put forth the idea of a 'mixed economy'. 
When aU is said and done this is the political econo­
my frame in which India has finally landed herself. 
With the help of the late Rajaji, Masani bas helped to 
keep high, the flag of political freedom during a very 
critical period of our history. It must be a matter of 
great satisfaction for him to know that over the years, 
after several switches and reswitchcs, India has con­
tinued to cherish the gmtl of n mixed economic system. 

If democracy has remained in India and economic 
freedoms continue to be valued by us, the credit must 
go to stalwarts like Rajaji, Jayaprakash Narain anJ 
Masani. They have conserved vital elements in out 
system and today we can be su re that these elements 
will continue to be retained by us through thick and 
thin. Masani has continued to take active positions on 
the great issues of our day. He has pioneered the 
causes of decentralisation, restraint, population growth 
on limits on taxation, training for enlightened citizen­
ship, consumer welfare etc. He has supported causes 
which make life worth living and now has taken the 
lead in the cause o( freedom not to continue to live! 

The course of the International economy in recenl 
years reveals &l trend and a pattern not anticipated 
earlier. Most economists had taken for !!,ranted the 
presence of a high inflation rntc among the developed 
-----·--

• .Seminal' on "New ~lrflclurcs for Lhc Worlt.l E~:onomy 
The Indian P.:r &pC<:llve'' joint ly OIS•tnisccl in Bangulqre in 
Dcc:mbcr 19~5 by the AIRO and the frcidrich Naumnrn 
~ li ltung of w~,l G••rman) Thc•c arc cxtcmivc e.'<tracts from 
Prof. Brahn~:111 a nda·, \fli:CI.'h 

countries: it was argued that this high inflation rate 
would have repercussions as well on the developing 
economies, which in turn would be witnessing still 
higher inflation rates. Inflation was built as a law 
of a growing economy; no inflation, no growth, so 
went the almost universal refrain. A big change has 
come now. The world is now witnessing, particu1aly 
in the 80's, substanti vely lower inflation rates. Deve­
loped countries have an inflation rate of between 3-6 
per cent, but the developing countries taken together 
are manifesting rates of inflation of above 20, and in 
many cases above 30, per cent. India is having an 
inflation rate of about 9 per cent. We used to pride 
ourselves as the lowest inflation-rate country but to­
day this is not true. Further, the thesis that the high 
inflation rate of the developing countries as also of 
India was due to the repercussions of a similar state 
in 1he deveJoped countries has been exploded. Some 
one may now put forth a thesis that the high inflation 
rate of the developing countries is leading to inflation 
in the developed countries . U the dog previously 
wagged the tail, why not now say that the tail is wag­
ging the dog. 

We may now reasonably postulate that so far a'\ 
developed countries are concerned the prospects of a 
rather moderate inflation rate being within the range 
of say 2 to 5 per cent are bright and even somewhat 
sure. Between the end of the eighteenth cenhHY and 
the early thirties of the present century, the world 
witnessed a remarkable era of gently failliog prices. 
The period thereafter has seen a significant upsurge 
in prices. From the early eighties we may be head4 

ing towards ao era o[ near price level stability­
definitely, we think, so far as the developed countries 
are concerned. 

What about developing countries? Will price stabi­
lity ever come here? Let us make some assumptjons. 
One : the world is going to come closer in trade rela­
tions: politica l nationalism means economic interna­
tionalism. The role of aid , multilateral. bilateral, tied , 
untied , hnrd , not so hard and sofl. is going to get 
diminished. Its .~hare will certainly shrink. Trade 
and commercinl l o ~ms will l<tke their place. Trade 
will increasingly becotHC multiliJlcral: this i the seconJ 
assumption. The era of cursory blocks. bil ateral 
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reements, common markets etc., is going to get re~ 
teed . The trrtnsfcr of technology through the market 
Jl become more and more important and efficient 
ms will become more and more multinational. This 
mstitutes the third assumption. And now I come to 
e fourth assumption. Tariff and non-price barriers 
ill also gradually lose their importance. This takes 
; to the fifth assumption. Exchange rates will move 
1 accordance with market trends and the important 
::mclusion is that though exchange rates wi ll be free 
1ey will tend to remain reasonably stable. We have 
ow learnt the hard lesson that we cannot continuous­
V beggar our neighbours and neighbours too cannot 
~eggar us, The adJustments to changes in balance of 
,yments will be not through exchanges rate variations 

1ut through domestic policy adjustments particularly 
n money, interest rate and fiscal and related matters. 

In the above type of world environment, developing 
:;ountries will have also to fall .in line if they have to 
:wen keep relative economic positions stable. The 
!xternal factors causing inftationary pressures will 
largely fade out. Since countries have to appear to be 
economically viable and stTong if these have 'to attract 
capital and to borrow in the commercial markets, ex­
change rate stability will have to be maintained. And 
this would need domestic. monetary aud fiscal policies. 
Exports through cheaper costs will have to be the 
mainstay. This will also necessitate control over 
monetary and fisc~l expansionism. 

An important member of the Developing Countries 
group, China, seems to have expressed its faith in rela­
tive price stability. This is itself a great sobering in­
fluence on the policies of developing countries like 
India. What about monetary growth rates? Recent 
experiences show how developed countries have signi­
ficantly brought down their annual money subsidy 
growth rates from about 10-14 per cent to 6-10 pet 
cent. There is a strong movement for imposing and 
keeping agreed ceilings on money supply growth rates. 
The O.S. opinion has favoured 5-6 per cent growth 
rate per annum; the international economists favour a 
slightly lower growth rate. Assuming the influence~ 

of factors mentioned earlier, one may forecast that 
monetary growth rates would settle down Lo 5-6 per 
cent per annum. If developed countries settle down 
to monetary growth rates of 5-G per cent, iu course 
o( time developin,!!, countries too will h;\Ve to follow. 
In India, the f'hitkravarthy P~tnel h:L'i propo~cJ in 
effect a 9 per cern ceiling. Prices should not rise by 
more than 4 9C1 cent state:. the above committee. ![ .1 

5% growth rate is the order, this will yield a 9f;;. 
growth rule in ruoncy. Mma lndiun ~conllli~h favou r 
a 5 pet cent ceiling on monetary growth. 

What about output growth rates? Developed coun­
tries together are currently growing within a rnnge t'f 
2-4 per cent. We may postulate safely a 3% growth 
rate here. The developing countries are growing 
within a range of 4-8 per cent per annum. We may 
postulate an average 4-5 per cent growth rate. This 
means that the absolute development ·gap will go down 
steadily though slowly. 

Will the per capita gap go down? Most developing 
countries have accepted the need of nrr = 1 as a goal 
Birth rates have fallen heavily in China and have also 
fallen in India and in many other developing countries 
One would expect the processes to speed up. In such 
a case if the developing economies' population growth 
rate comes down to 1% per annum by about ;?.OOO 
A.D. or earlier the rate of per capita improvement will 
move up and the differential in per capita growth bet­
ween developed and developing countries will be 
slightly higher. At the rate of between 1-2 per ceut 
per annum the per capita gap will start narrowing. 

What then will be the shape of the future interna­
tional system in the light of the above? Several pre­
dictions regarding the above issue have been in circula­
tion and whole economic theories have been built 011 

the basis of the theories. A danger of more long run 
theorising is that we seek to extrapolate the current 
drift according to our biases and beliefs. There i~ 
always an element of self-doctoring involved in these 
predictions. One leading theory associated with Pro­
fessor Myrdal is that the income gaps will tend to get 
worsened, accentuated by forces of cumulative causa­
tion. Myrdal is also known for the thesis of the 'soft 
state'. We do not know how he would react to the 
levels of savings in most developing countries today; 
which come close to an average of 25% in gross terms, 
higher than what prevails over most of Eurofle and in 
U.K. and the U.S.A. 

High levels of accumulation per sc are not the sole 
requirements of growth. High productivity levels and 
low capital output ratios are very very important. In 
fact, even with the low savings ratios, low capital-oui· 
put ratios can yield high enough growth rates. In 
most drtvcloping countries, K-0 ratios are high, very 
high ; they have become high. To save 25% implies 
a very 'hard' com111unity and not a soft state. But 
the productivity gape: c:1n only be dosed hy vlgous ex· 
changes of ideas, inventions, processes, aml products. 
This i5 whnl trade i~ expec-ted tn do provided it is 
tmtramcllecl and su!licienl ti111c i-. allowed for e!Torts 
to work. out. We 111ay nol agree with Dr. I. G. Patel 
that growth per se. thar is what it amounts to, i~ <!11 

engine of tradl!. Growth t>er se may mean huge and 
yawning trade gaps. tndin's cnse is an illust ratiott. 
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But growth which gradually allows trade to be fostered 
causes K-0 ratios to be kept down. And it makes for 
policies which keep external perspectives on our pcr­
formunce alive and vigorous. Even diamonds cannot 
apprise themselves by themselves; that is why an out­
side expert is required. Trade courses, 'trade winds' 
i[ 1 may use a pun, must be allowed to blow on us. 
These are the outside spectacles through whicb we 
view ourselves. Myrdal's thesis is already falsified. 

A second theory bas been that of Raul Prebisch, 
the innuential Latin American economist. He has 
presented a thesis of terms of trade almost perpetually 
going against developing countries. The thesis is bas­
ed on two sets of opposite hypotheses holding for the 
developed and the developing countries. In one, 
money wages determine prices; in the other, demand. 
Prebisch's thesis does not hold for India and certainly 
has no prospect of its holding for China. There is no 
'representative' developing country, no representative 
country. Again, a proper measure of terms of trade 
is a rricky issue. Nor can we hold that the two hypo· 
theses hold for djfferent sets of countries. The hypo· 
theses also require optimal economic policies in each 
set of countries. 

The major fact is that the developing world, even 
excluding the oil-rich countries, is growing at a highet 
rate than the developed world. And given time the 
trends are for a closing of the gap, though equalisa­
tion is not postulated by us. Note that the theories 
of Myrdal and Prebisch are equilibrium theories; time 
does not matter here. The drift is the thing. 

In the light of all the above what would be the 
future of the international institutions? The 1MF and 
the 113RD too are caught up in their own trappings. 
The institutions were ushered under the postulate Lhm 
the U.S. and a few other rich countries will have pcr­
sistant long run lendable surpluses for export. These 
hypotheses have been belied. With the present anti­
inflation psychology that is dominating the developed 
world, we think rightly, the future of SDR's is clouded. 
The developed do not, by and large, need the Fund. 
Resources ha"e higher prospects elsewhere. They do 
not want to lend to the world. 

The facile assumptions on which we the third woriJ 
e~unomists fuu~tion are rJt far awuy from tcalily. w .. · 
arc bound to be disappointed if we have not realised 
thi<; already. 

lf 1hc nhnvc prngnoc;ricatinn<; :-~rc correcl, Lhcre i-. 
:111 i nlpnrt:lnl. \'Cry p()wL·rlnl. irnnlicu tion for our cl:lssi­
t' r111 r~ p•nccdurl'.s. l11 th \.' carh por 'it Ill of th t.' iH)'il · 
\\at per iud. lhe 'ell~' eloped' ~:ountric\ wert gro\\'ing at 
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a higher ra:e than the 'developing' countries. Now 
the reverse is taking place. This any way is not dt!c 
to the oil-shocks. The oil-shocks just tilled the hold­
ing of assets, temporarily more in favour of the otl· 
rich countries. The effects are now almost over. The 
developed countries have almost recovered. Thl! 
growlh process therein has renewed. There is high 
unemploymenl thereon. But the unemployed are well 
cared for. No crisis has occurred. The developing 
non-oil countries had a jolt but they too have almost 
recovered . The classificatory foundation for the 
division of the countries has become obsolete. Coun­
tries are getting into all sorts of criss-cross relatiOn-'. 
Some even believe that the division into developed anrt 
developing turned attention from adjustment and 
destruction problems inside the latter. Altruism has 
not been the basis of economics. Why do we have h'l 

persist in asking albers to follow a philosophy which 
we ourselves do not practice in? 

It trade integrates the 'world more and more as we 
visuaHse the hypothesis of 'several worlds' coUapses. 
Paradoxically, if countries are becoming more and more 
inward looking they surely become better suited to be­
come more and more outward looking. An economics 
of efficiency dictated by the invisible Lord Justice 
Comparative Cost wiJ1 in the long run displace the 
economics of "ideology" as an end by jtself. Trade 
is born out of necessity, the necessity to have some 
thing more than what we have or what we may bave. 
irrespective of wl1at the other may also have. Live 
and let live, that is the most powerful bond. 

The World has seen from the begining a division 
between the rich and the poor. AfLec the Russian 
Revolution the di\'ision came in terms of the capitalist 
and the socialist. This divi ion got into trouble when 
Lbe underdeveloped countries most of which were 
under one empire or the other gol liberated. A new 
rubric emerged with the world getting divided into tho 
First, the Second and the Third , the Capitalist, the 
Socialist and the 'Mixed', or the 'Non-aligned'. Since 
even the Socialist world has got divided into three 
groups, the East European, the So\ ict, and the Chinese 
and this world js also said to be mostly rich, the divi­
sion into North and Sou th ha<> come in its place. Out 
we know that not all ol the North ic; rich and not all 
South is poor. And c\<Cil the poor nations have very 
rich n>rnponcnts. 1.\tl nne fl llppo'jcs the ancient clas<;i~ 

ficn l i\) ll 0f the •world'., ncoplc's in tn rid1 and poor hns 
:t rnnrc ~onlid h:1'i' lhnn nnv ntllcr <:n f:1r. H111 with 
tl rl.' l"mr gv .. \\111! llll t 1.11 111\1\l't I) hy 2000 ;\ I) •t 11-:'W 

da!lsilirution nl<t} hnw Ill emerge. 
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May we speculate on the above? lf poverty does 
not serve to classify countries nor can the notion ol 
development itself. AU countries are underdeveloped, 
all are developing. Can we use the classification in 
terms of freedom? The division is between total free­
dom and total planning. Total means political, eco­
nomic and social, and also within and without. Tbe 
two extremes are unreal. All are mixed some more in 
one way and some in another. The division between 
free and planned economies may not be empirically 
tenable. We need a third category. A third paradigm 
if we may say so. Herein we think is India's special 
contribution. We have t.r:ied to bridge Freedom and 
Planning by the powerful and meaning[ul concept o{ 

social justice. We are a mixed economy pursuing both 
freedom and social justice in a frame-work of macro­
planning. We want to eschew the evils of the two 

extremes by themselves.. That is the significance in 
economics of the political concept of non~aTignroent. 
To avoid extremes we have to walk on a tight rope 
never losing the direction and never falling. 

If we really look back, the concept of a free interna­
tional economy fits well within the above frame-work . 
To transpose a nationally feasible goal of social justice 
to an international frame-work is a very very intract­
able task. No country will accept this without, tJOicss 
it accepts it within. A mixed economy within means 
the possibility of an international order based on free­
dom and social justice. May we conclude with an 
aphorism. From Freedom Solely to Justice also is 
easier than from Justice only to Freedom also. 

Prof. P. R . BRAHMANANDA is an eminent economist 
:~nd Head o( the Dept. of Economics, University of Bombay 

The Anguish of Sanjiva Reddy 
IN AN exclusive interview with the Hindu, February 
23, 1986, the ex-President "expressed serious concern 
over the widening gap between precept and pratice 
of Mr. Rajiv Gandhi both as Prime Minister and Pn:­
sident of the Congress l''. Since this did not get the 
attention it deserved from the media Freedom First 
extracts some portions o£ it for readers. 

"My hopes were raised when the young man 
succeeded Indira Gandhi after her brutal assassi­
nation and. promised 'to provide a clean admini­
stration and also later showed some pragmatism 
and political acumen in concluding accords on 
Punjab and Assam. Then I appealed to the na­
tion and the Opposition parties to extend a help­
ing hand to. the new Prime Minister in overcom­
ing the crisis confronting the nation. Some 
Opposition leaders criticised me for such a call. 
Then it was the need of the hour for the entire 
nation to stand by the Prime Minister to help 
him create peace and establish law and order in 
the strife-lorn country. But tbe latest develop­
ments are causing agony to me. 

The septuagenarian leader said: " I am 73 now 
almost at the dusk of my life. I have no personal 
or political ambi tion except seeing the countrv 
united and trouble-free nnd the welfare of lh·:: 
down-trodden lo11ked after by persons at the helm 
<>r affai rs. J wish to die before the country dri[ s 
into further political dcgenera(ion, sudul turmoil 
and economic: crisis. 

" I am sorry tn ~ay Mr. Rajiv G:111dhi is nn1 
practbing the political 111\mds he is preaching. 

Some persons who were voted out in the gener<ll 
elections are being brought i.nto the portals ei 
power through the backdoor. In such circum­
stances how will the people take his preacltings 
seriously and continue to repose confidence in 
him? Consequently the Congress (1) under his 
stewardship is losing ils image and already bas 
lost credibility in the southern parts of the coun­
try and in some non-Hindi speaking States too. 

"The Finance Minister is trying to make a 
mole out of a mountain by harassing small peo. 
ple". He asked why be had not ordered a single 
raid on the houses of politicians who bad ac­
cumulated "tons of black money". "The Finance 
Minister in this country has control over only 50 
per cent of its economy. The remaining 50 per 
cent is under the sway of black mouey-holder'5 
As Jong as the menace of black money playing 
the role of a parallel economy is not ended, the 
nation's economy would not become sound and 
an economic crisis would further deepen. Several 
committees appointed to study the issue of black 
money had recommended dcmonltisation of high 
denomination currency to end the pernicious 
impact or black money on the ~ounlry's eco­
nomy." 

·'These sycoph!lnls around pet'sun<; in J'Ow..:r 
~1re a menace nol only to them and their parties 
hut also to tM nation. If persons at the helm of 
<1ffairs are not cautious ahout lhese clements, the 
very illlercsts of lht: nation will bl' an jeopardy,·' 
!i:tid the Fonner President of I nndia. 
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The Masani 
The Recklessness Continues 
THE TRAGIC death o( twenty-seven persons and the 
injuries to eight others who were run over by the Can­
nanore-Ernakulam Express is an example of the fa.:t 
that indiscipline and anti-social conduct sometimes 
attract djsaster on those concerned. The crowd had 
no business to be on the railway track and press re­
ports say that tbc efforts o( the police party on tbe 
spot to stop the people irom crowding on the railway 
track were not successful. 

The Finance Minister, Mr. V. P. Singh, is very much 
like Lbc unfortunate and unwise people who were run 
over by the railway train. He and his predecessors 
bave been repeatedly warned that printing currency 
notes is no way of balancing a budget. 

Last year the Union Government indulged in leg­
altsed counterfeiting estimated at Rs. 3,316 crores, 
but it has now turned out that this was of the order of 
Rs. 4,400 crorers. Undeterred by this experience, 
this year's budget leaves uncovered a deficit of Rs. 
3,660 crores whicb wiU inevitably tum out to be over 
Rs. 5,000 crores. To the massive inflation that will 
result from tltis has to be added the rise in prices caus­
ed by the additional duties on the products of Gov­
ernment monopolies imposed n few weeks ago. A ll 
this shows how reckless are the Union Government 
and its Finance Minister. 

Last year, in his Bud&et speech, the Finance Mini­
ster permjued himsel( to mock at tbose honest people 
who live within their means by sayiog that such peo· 
pie Jack imagination. l t is like an alcoholic making 
fun of temperate people. Evidently, the wisdom of 
the ages summarised in the adage "Cut your coat ac­
cording to your cloth'' carries no weight with Mr. V. P. 
Singh.. Like the trespassers on the railway track, he ;~ 

inviting inevitable djsaster, not for bimselr but for hi<> 
country and its unfortunate people. 

Against this crushing burden on the common man, 
the so-called 'concessions' in the budget pale into in­
significance. 

If Mr. Girilal Jain will fo rgive my c;aying so, a Swa­
t:tntra budget for this ye!lr would have nvoidcd deficit 
finance nnd assured what Professor Shenoy ~.:<~lied • Ju 

honest rupee' by a massive cut in the wasteful publk 
expenditure on the bloutcd burcnucr:lCy nnd by pri­
vnUsing scwral Government enterprises which arc 
eating into the nation's cnpil:tl year after year. It 
means thul the present budget anti n Swatantra buJget 
would have differed ll"i mltch as chalk unu cheese. 

Viewpoint 

Why This Distinction ? 
HAVE received an interesting letter from a 

reader who has drawn attention to the fact that, 
for some reason, he fmds it difficult to divi.rle 
why newspaper headlines tend to be discrimi­
natory in so far as Sikhs are concerned. As an 
illustration, he gives the following example o( 
anti-social clements whose religion or commu­
nity are never mentioned, as in Group A, and 
those where Sikhs are referred to in case of 
misdeeds as in Group '13': 

Group 'A ' 

SALES TAX CLERK NABBED 
WOMAN HELD WITH MANDRAX 

TABLETS 
ACE HOUSEBREAKER HELD 
CAR THIEVES HELD 
MAN HELD FOR BURNING WTFE 
TWO T C's SUSPENDED 

Group 'B' 

A l CRASH-siKHS' CASE ADJOURNED 
CANADA SWOOPS ON SlKH HOMES 
SlKH ATIACK ON 2 DIPLOMATS 
6 SlK.HS .H ELD FOR ASSAULT 
4 SIKHS FURTHER REMANDED JN 

CUSTODY. 

I must confers that I hatl not noticed this da~­

llnctton maw.: by tne ne\\Spdper n~aounes pro­
bably because l am altogether ammune trom any 
communal baas one v.ay or the other. .l:Sul it 1:> 

altogether pos!.tble tnat otbers are prejudiced by 
the constant reading ot such headlines. 

My correspondent goc~ on to ask why, fos 
mstance, we do not sec headlines like: 

CIANO 0 1· MUSLIM CAR T HIEVES 
I lbLO; 

II INDU HOUSE-BREAKER ARRESTED; 
CIIRISTIAN IIELIJ J70R MURDER 

A good quec;tinn. Will J.omc editor or journa­
la\1 care to ~xplnin'? I <.'annol. 
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The Masani Viewpoint 

Et tu M r. Hegde ? 
When I insisted on resigning as Chairman of 

the Minorities Commission in 1978, I was told 
l had been guilty of uu-lnd.ian behaviour be­
cause in this country one only threatens to resign 
but never does. Mr. Ramaklishna Hedge by his 
resignation from office as Chief Minister of 
Karnataka had, 1 fell, struck a blow for clean 
pol.itics. It further burnished his already shining 
image. 

I was in Delhi on the J 5th o[ February to 
take the chair at a session of the Hindustani Au­
dolan Convention on Clean Government. I hap­
pened to see Mr. Hedge briefly that morning 
.111d can testify to the fact that he was engaged 
in a li(c and death struggle with the Janata Party 
executive in order to adhere to his stand. 

Political parties are selfish organisations. A 
party is a means to an end and not an end 
in itself. The Janata Party Executive, for its 
own selfish party interests, persuaded or forced 
this honest mao to go back to the job he baJ 
relinquished. This obviously suited them in 
more than one way. 

Mr. Hegde has claimed that as a loyal work­
er of the party. he had no opLion but to abide 
by their wishes. "We have to surrender our in­
dividual ideals to the ideals of our party", 
Mr. Hegde is quoted in the press as saying. He 
also said that "he had to bow to the order 
rrom the high command as a party worker witb­
Olll any alternative". 

Not so. No political party in a free society 
has a right to force a man to take up the leader­
ship against his own wishes. Such a right ottly 

exists in totalitarian countries like the U.S.S.R. 
Mr. Hegde should have stuck to his guns and 
the pany would have l1ad to make the best oi 
it. He could, if necessury, have offered to leave 
the party, which would have been to his advan­
tage but not that of the party. "My party right 
or wrong" is almost as pernicious as the slogan 
··My country right or wrong". 

Mr. Hegde, in my opinion, has a big future 
in the national politics of this country. He has 
now postponed his freedom to operate at that 
level. ll was a cruel dilemma by which he was 
faced. J could see in the few minutes I saw him 
on the 15th morning that he was in a highly 
emotional mood while trying to resist the pressure 
o( his colleagues. In yielding to them, Mr. Hegde 
has allowed his head to yield to his heart. Like 
Edmund Burke, about whom Oliver Goldsmith 
wrote, he " to party gave up what was meant for 
mankind." 

Many years ago, in another context, P rofessor 
Tawney gave a fitting reply to the leader of the 
Labour Party Mr. R amsay Macdonald, when the 
latter pressed Professor Tawney to accept a 
peerage in the interests of the Labour Party. 
Professors Tawney wrote back in reply tltat 
while his Party had certain claims on him, it 
had no right to dishonour him. As a friend anu 
admirer of Mr. Hegde, I am not sure that he 
would not have done well for the country and 
himself if he had echoed to Mr. Chandrasekh:lr 
Professor Tawney's rejoinder to Mr. Ramsay 
Macdonald . 

Supping with tbe Devil 
THE PRESENCE of Mr. Arjun Singh, Congress (1) 
Vice President and a 4-m::tn delegation from the Con· 
gress ( T) at the Congress of the Communist Party of 
the Soviet Union in Moscow is nothing short of a dis­
grace. ('ounlrie th<H observe fri endly relations with 
the S ll \ iet Gmcrnmcnt \Crupulouc;lj \..u·p out or ;1 

~oc i :1 l illll with the Commlllli'\ t Party of the Soviet 
Union Th is jc; true nf al l countries e;<cept the nul ant.l 
out satelli te-; in Ea~tc rn l· uropc, Now India has joincc! 
th ~: ranks or lhc ·o\'iet -.atcllites in th i., particulat 
m:111 ner hy pl'rntittint a ! 111 ~ hl.' l\\ ~en the Cong.rcs~ ( I ) 
:111d lite Cnmmui-.t Part~ 111 the C!c" ict Uni\11\. 

It is true that the programme of the Congress ( I ) 
is by no means o communist programme. One of two 
things therefore ftows-cithl.!r the Congress ( l ), led 
by it'\ President. the Prime Minister of India. is trying 
tn throw uu~t in the eye.« o f 1hc Soviet dictatorship by 
fHvfc~:.ing .m idcntlly 1hat dnC!> not c,'\1 L Or. if that 
is nol so, 1 hen the Cu11g1 cs~ ( I ) i throwing dust in 
lhe eyes o f 1hc peorlc of lndiu by be.ing. C1->Scntially 
tnrnrnunisl. without snying so. The Congress (T) ,:; 
wdcome to rc-;nlve thi" dlkmma to which it hns cx­
r o:-.cd itself \\'c O.:all nnl~ recall the \liSe old S<l) in;. 
'H'c who o;up<: witll the Devil ncccls a long spoon', 
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The Masani Viewpoint 

The Curious Case of Rama Swarup 

THE CASE against Mr. Rama Swarup, is becoming 
curiouser and curiouser and acquiring an 'Alice in 
Wonderland' touch. '1\vo unfortunate ministers of the 
Union Government had to re.sign because they visited 
the Republic of China in Taiwan and were in contact 
with Mr. Rama Swarup. So what? Though I have 
not been mentioned in the inspired leakages to sections 
of the press, I would like to volunteer the information 
that I have myself committed the heinous crime o( 

twice visiting Taiwan! True, the Government of 
India, like the proverbial ostrich, refuse to 'recognise' 
the fact that Taiwan exists, as though they deplore the 
fact that the happy people of Taiwan have not been 
brought under the brutal dictatorship of Peking. 

Taiwan presents a lovely contrast to the Mainland. 
Its standard of living is immensely higher than that of 
Communist China, while the foreign trade of this 
little island is nbout as large as that of the entire Main­
land. The crop of rice per acre of land in Taiwan is 
the highest in the world. The wondrr is that the 
Indian Government docs not appreciate any of 
these ach ievements though they talk so much about 
democracy and development. 

As it happens, I have referred to my visit to Taiwnn 
in I 963 in a chapter in my memoir Against the Thle 
entitled humourously "The forgotten Land of Taiwan'', 
In order to restore a sense of proportion and combat 
the hysteria emanating from New Delhi, let me quote 
a little from my memoir (pages 104-105): 

" I toiJ Nehru that President Chinng had spokc11 
gently about him and without bitterness. l ndccJ, 
he had gone so far as to say that in spite of Nehru's 
ingratitude towards him and his country! he hall 
never a bitter word about him in private or in 
public, and that he continued to regard himself, as 
he had always done, as a friend of the Indian 
people .. . .. . 

"As 1 got up 10 leave, Nehru thanked me for my 
report. Perhaps these were the last words he ad ­
dressed to me. I am glad that our 25-year duel. 
0\'er intcrnationul communism. had ended on " 
friendly note. 1\ few days later, 1 was to learn from 
u good friend. in the Ministry nf Externnl AITaif~•. 
ahout the aftcrmnrh of my visit to Jawaharl al, It 
r;ccmed th:11. on the following day. at a mectinc of 
r;cninr official" or the Ministry . .J nwaharlal gave a 
fnirly detailed rer;umc or nw rcpMI on Taiwan 
What wa-; interesting about it ic; that he had repeat-
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ed President Chiang's statement about his absence 
of bitterness towards Nehru, in a completely dead­
pan manner. The usual snort or disdain was mis­
sing ... A man who was present (and who told 
me all this) asked me: 'Don't you tbink, Minoo, 
you have to hand it to him for having reported you 
to us so fairly?' I readily conceded this-it had 
shown Jawaharlal in a fine light." 
Since the charges levelled against Mr. Ranta Swa­

rup are still sub judice, [ desist from expressing any 
view on the validity or otherwise of those charges. 1 
:.J iso abide by the principle o( the ruJe of law that a 
man is presumed to be innocent until he is proved 
guilty in a court of law-something the authorities in 
Delhi and some sections of the press evidently forgot. 

All the same, ooe thing sticks oul a mile and that 
is that the authorities in Delhi do not seem to under­
stand the clifTercnce between espionage and lobbying, 
which involves collecting and passing on information 
which is not 'classified' under the Official Secrets Acr. 
These arc two entirely different activities. It is known 
that there are lobbies maintained by various countries 
in other countries. Thus1 for instance, there is a lobby 
maintained hy Libya, with whom the U.S.A. is on bad 
terms, in Washington. II is registered and allowed lo 
function without let or hindrance. Jn India and Bli­
taln, however, lobbies can function legally without 
registration. 

Ou top of all thi'l, come disturbing report~ from 
Delhi that Mr. Rama Swurup's trial is to be held in 
camera as is customary in such cases in the Soviet 
Union. 1f that happens, it will confirm one's wor I 

suspicions. 1f the light of day is not allowed to fall 
on the evidence about the charges made against Mr. 
Rama Swarup in a fair trial open to the public, the 
result will unfortunately be that the judgement of the 
court will lose all credibility in the eyes of tbe public. 

-- ._ ~~ - -~ ~-- -·- . .,.__t 
1 have yet to be persuaded that the word 

'mmmittcd' if annly ic; i ~ prc-..;ed home. will ever 
be found to mean :.tn) 1 hing which does not boil 
tlown to 'a state in which something else nwllcr s 
murc.! tlwu l ruth ·. T iler t: i:-. ttol IIi ng amusing ahmrt 
commi1al: the victim!) ••I' thut slaughter lie strewn 
nround. 

~I .• • ~ Rl'O.IIIIt 1111\lh:J "'' tid n1hl I C\ 111 in hi• hool. 
1'h, II UIJ " (' l .il ' "'" . 

---.- - w 
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Will Kerala Go the Communist Way? 
Babu Joseph 

ONE MIGHT wonder why I have chosen two different 
subjects seemingly unconnected. But a careful analysis 
of the political and social situation in Kerala will 
enable us to understand its inter-relation. The pur­
pose of Lbis paper js to go a little deep into the pre­
sent political and social scenario prevailing in Kerala 
and draw conclusions for future action. 

The State of Kerala is presently governed by a 
Non-Marxist United Democratic Front (U.D.F.) led 
by Shri K. Karunakaran of Indian National Con · 
gress(I). They came into power as an outcome of 
the General Election held to the Kerala Assembly in 
1982. The main contestants to the seat of power were 
the United Democratjc Front (U.D.F.) led by Shri 
K. Karunakaran and Left Democratic Front (L.D.F.) 
led by Shri E. K. Nayanar of the Marxist Communisl 
Party (C.P .M.). Let us examine the election results 
in a nutshell. 

Total number of votes polled 
Votes secured by U.D.F. 
Votes secured by L.D.F. 
Difference in Votes 

95,26,895 
46,16,908 
45,21 ,681 

95,277 

Hence the obvious conclusion is that the difference 
in popular votes which the United Democratic Front 
had managed to secure over Left Democratic Front is 
only very slender and narrow. Even this they have 
obtained after having got into its aiUance all sorts of 
splinter groups and communal forces. Any further 
leftward shift or tilt which the Marxists can effect in 
the popular base of the U.D.F. will be definitely to the 
advantage of tbe Left Democratic Front led by the 
Marxists. It was against this background that I 
watch with alarm the increasing Marxist infiltration 
into various Christian Churches in Kerala in a most 
scientific and skilful manner. Tbjs danger assumes 
greater dimensions when we understand the fact that 
Christians in Kerala were a bastion against Communist 
onslaughts in the past. Is this bastion cracking lead­
ing to an eventual fall? Tf thjs happens what will be it:; 
impact? To what extent has the weakening of our Chri:,­
tian commitmenlli contributed tn the present pligh•? 
What are the remedial measures? While the Marxists 
create inroads into our ranks on the one hand. are not 
our Hindu brethren gradually gelling alienated from 
us on the other? Do we have any special bondage or 
friendship with lhc Musl im masscc;? These ;Jrc 311 
questions which a tme Christian and a lruc democr:~t 
should ask himself. For the purpoc;<.> of this paper. r 

am confining myself to lhe extent of Marxist infiltra­
tion into Chrislian Churches. its political impact and 
some remedial measures. 

Christians in Kerala when taken together are a con­
siderable political, socia l and economic force since 
they constitute about 25% of the total 25 million 
population. When compared to other religious groups 
they are well-organized and wealthy. Hence Christian 
Churches were traditionally the mainstay of the demo­
cratic forces in Kerala and had contributed its mite 
in preventing the spread of Communism. In tum 
Communists had always cosidercd Christian Com­
munity as their number one foe. Until recently they 
had managed to get only a very few Christian upstarts 
into their fold and even lheir leader E .M.S. Namboo­
dripad has testified to that fact. But the situation 
is slowly changing. Of late communists have changed 
their stra1egy and have managed to infiltrate into the 
Christian Churches in a most disguised and effective 
manner and in many a case it is very difficult to 
identify them. They have decided to be subversive 
and their strategy is to 'wreck from within'. Some of 
the recent developments in Christian Churches show 
that their efforts have srarted yielding results. In sup­
port of my argument I can cite a few intances. 

Three leading Bishops in Kcrala have started can­
vassing in support of Marxists openly. One Bishop 
Paulose of KaJdaya Church issued an open press state­
ment during the time of the last Assembly elections ex­
horting all Christians who have a genuine concern for 
'Human Rights' to support and vole for the Left 
Democra'tic Front led by tbe Marxists in Kerala. 

Another Bishop Gcevarghese Mar Osthathios of tho 
Orthodox Syrian Church speaks vehemently in suppotl 
of Marxists whenever and wherever he gets a chance. 
f shall quote a few excerpts from a speech he made at 
a' conference of Ch ristian educationalists held at 
B.C.M. College, Kollayam on lOth September 1983. 
"It i.'f the profit oriented capitalist structure which hns 
brought about tllr prew•nt ~tote of affairs in the field 
nf f'd11rath•11 in 1\ rmla TI<'IIC't' l•c•forr• ll't' crmtempltz/1' 
llll}' in!Jlrm't'll lt'l/1 in thr rdtwmional J)''itc·m we /rOI''' 

Ia think serioll.ll\' of hringing down the structure somt! 

lww. Wlt<!1/ 1ftc old .111"1/cltln' c'I"LIIIIble.\· down olll oj 
its dehris a llt'li' \'trucll!rt free• fmm exploitation of all 
,10r1.1 Hill c'lll• 1,:!• ll 'llic It will 1>1' a Mmxian order of 
thin.~.,''. 

Yet atlnlhcr ,,r thi' 11 ;~, P.mln<>c M<H Gregorios who 
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also happens to be one of the Presidents of World 
Council of Churches (W.C.C.) made the following 
press statement from Hong Kong very recently. 

"WIIene\'t'r Russia intervenes anywhere in the worM 
it is Socialistic and whenever America intervenes any 
where in the 1\'orld it is Imperialistic'' · This bishop 
is one of the three presidjum members of the Achutha 
Menon of the Communist Party of India. His in­
fluence in the 15 Jakl1 strong Orthodox Syrian Church 
as Bishop and as Principal of a leading Theological 
College, at Kottayam is tremendous and is used for 
Marxian indoctrination in a subtle way among the iJ1-
tellectuals and seminarians. For the present his in­
fluence has not percolated down to the masses; but it 
is only a matter of time. 

The Church of South India (C.S.l. ) is the worst af­
fected by Marxist influence at the grass root level since 
its membership is composed mainly of fimmcially and 
socially backward sections of the society. Its yomh 
wing has been completely taken over by Marxist sym­
pathlsers. Christian Peace Conference for Develop­
ment (C.P.C.D.); and Christian Conference for Asia 
two associate organisations of W.C.C. are financing 
about 22 action groups in India by sending enormous 
amounts of money. It is reported that these action 
groups together gel about Rs. 6 lakhs per month from 
these sources. Although the money is sent in the 

name of "Development" it is mainly used for subver­
sive activities in the Christi an Churches on Morxia;1 
lines; influence of Marxism among the 6 lakh strong 
Marthoma Church is felt only at the intellectual plane 
for the present, i.e., among young priests, teachers 
and youth leaders. 

The Catholic Church which is i>upposed to hnvc a 
steel-frame is also getting corroded by Marxian influ­
ence. Marxist sympathisers in the Catholic Church arl.! 
inspired by the "Liberation Theology" imported from 
Latin America. Philippines and Thailand. A few con­
gregations of Jesuits, C.M.T., Redemptorist order and 
a few influence 'Liberation Theology', whose 
analysis and solutions of crisis situations are very 
much akin to Marxist theoretical positions. Their 
presence was very much evident in the recently con­
cluded month-lot'g "Fishermen':; agitation led by the 
'Keraln Swatantrn M alsva Th07hilali Federation' 
against Government failu re. to check mechanised tra\vt .. 
ing along the con~ l line. They have storpcd the ngll :t · 

tion 11n ly to ~ tHr l :1 ~n in The Kcraln Catholic 13i !'hor~ 

Conference· (K.C.B.C.) a rre<~ l to stem the :lf!-it afi pn 
hy acceptin~ lhe ac;c;ur:mcc.;, Qi,·en bv the (invcrnm ~nt 

W:l '- flatly a,:jt<ctc:tl h~ lhl' a}!i tn l tOII lc.tdtT'. 'f't ) I'~'" ',. 
my contention thal the agit nliC!Jl le;1tlcr" had iu l11~il 

mind ~ornehing mrc th nn whul the ordinan r.:oph.: 
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seem to think of it as an attempt to alleviate the long 
standing sufferings of the poor fi shermen in coastal 
areas, I shall quote a few relevant parts from a press 
interview of Sr. Alice (a member of the Order of As­
sumption Sisters belonging to the Catholic Church and 
one of the agitation leaders) with Indian Express 
date-d 6-6-'84. 

"Q" The Church here has not identified itself with 
your agitation for Fishem1en. 

A: The established church has been Ca 1ering for 
the elire and the rich. It has came to depend on the 
elite for its existence as it does in a capitalist society. 

Q: The agitation led by the Priests and nuns has 
been called politically motivated. And when you talk 
of capitalism a11d socialism you do sound, political. 

A: I am political because I believe in Socialism 
which will be free from oppression . Let me tell you 
the Vatican has recently decreed that the clergy Catl 

take part in politics under specical circumstanc~.~ 

though I feel the permission has more to do with the 
Pope's interest in Poland. 

Q: There are many known Naxelites supporting 
the agitation. The C.P.M. (Communist Party 
Marxist) and C.P.T. (Communist Party of India) have 
now come out in your support. Can a true Catholic 
work with Communists, profe-ssed atheists? 

A: It is ttue some Na.relites are supporting the agi­
tation. But el'en communists believe in somethinff 
he yond . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Perhaps it is the capi­
talists who rould be railed atheists because they be­
lieve only in money. Many commnists have a deep 
spirituality and Marxism besides being a science of 
social analy.ris, is also deeply spiritual humanism. 

As for working with communists, IIVo years ago our 
congregation permilfed us to collaborate with all 
forces committed to the humanist cause. 

Q : What about violence? The Fishermen's agita­
tion has been quite a bit of boat burning. 

A: I ilo not subscribe to violence for its own 
sake. But violence becomes inevitable when strong 
oppressive forces have to be resisted. In the gospel 
MARK Christ asked his men 'how many swords they 
had? They replied 'Two'. Christ said 'Thai will be 
enough'. 

0: Don't you think you can a~;, well ser\'c you r 
conviction!' by workirrg on the lines of M ol her Teresa. 

/\ : T w·e t.r limited role for Chllri/V as relit'/ durilll! 
calwnilit''· Tfl r elite and 1l1t rirh nrt' nrcrr:lnrifying 

M ntht'r T t' I'• 'Mi',\ ll'nr~. Thrl' n(w/ mort• ortd:rtllfl!:"~ 

out! rlr·~tit•lft• lu1111n· hrrr111~e rl!t'y rem rff'(t/r• (lt(lhnlll' . 

0 . Tl1 ·tv 1,;,, , ht t:'l a l k::J:1ti~lll ~ lhat vou work 
:Jt1l011P fi '\lH!fllh n willt 1hr ohjccl of I.'On\'e rling. them 
inln C'hric;tianil y. 
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A: Conversion militates against Christianity. ll 1.1 

the result of the inability to accept another human be­
ing as oneself. 

Having said this much about the areas of influence 
of disguished Marxists let me come to positive solutions. 
l have no doubt that if the Marxist infiltrators and 
sympathisers are allowed to operate and function :lS 

they do now, the result will be disastrous, The poor 
socio-economic condition of the people coupled with 
a steady erosion of fundamental Christian values will 
offer the most favourable ground for Marxists and 
their fellow-travellers to spread their tentacles very fast. 
A very reliable leftist source revealed that there are 
about 3 bishops 300 priests and 75 sister belonging Jo 
all Christian denominations in Kerala as Marxist Sutl­
porters or sympathisers. Although no one can suggest 
any panacea r have two humble suggestions to make. 
( 1 ) We need an later-denominational Christian Forum 
wherein intellectuals belonging to all Christian Chur­
ches in Kerala join together as individuals and discuss 
seriously how the increasLng influence of Marxian 
ideas in the Church can be effectively checked. lt 
was in this spirit that t11e 1st ever Inter-denominational 
Consultation was held on Marxist infiltration in 
Christian Churches at Kottayam on 23-6-'84 at my 
initiative. About 15 intellectuals who include Priests, 
Sisters, Women and Youth belonging to variou:> 

Churches spent several hours together and discussed 
in detail the grave threat paused by 'Disguised 
Marxists' in the Churches and decided to form a no1~· 
profit making non-partisan inter-church forum under 
the name and style 'The Christian Liberation Move­
ment'. The main objective o[ the Movement is In 
take all possible measures to counter effectively the 
spread of 'Marxist Ideology' in Christian Churches. 
The main thrust o[ our programme shall be a massive 
educational campaign among all church leaders 
irrespective of they be Bishops, Priests, Sisters, Youth, 
Students and lay leaders. 

(2) Since we live in a society where Christians are 
in a minority it is essential that we should educate our 
non-Christian brethren also on liberal democratic lines. 
Hence a non-partisan non-sectarian organization 
under the name and style 'Tbe Centre for Democratic 
Studies' was formed and it was inaugurated by Sbri 
Minoa Masani, the veteran freedom fighter and liberal 
democrat at Ernakulam on 28th April 1984. 

We hope and cherish that botb the foundations will 
go a long way in countering Marxist influence in the 
state of Kerala and we request all rovers o( freedom 
and democracy to support and strengthen us in all 
possible ways. 

BABU JOSEP'H teaches in a college and is a political 
activist. 

------------------------------------------------
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<>xporter of Coffee, they are also authorised clearing & forwarding 
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Sharing the Financial Cake 
Marina R. Pinto 

THERE .s a virtual tug-of-war between the Centre 
and the States over finances. The states have always 
nursed a grevance against the Centre in fiscal matters 
on several counts. The Constitution of lndia has deoJ­
ed them fiscal autnomy. Over the years, their depen­
dency on the Centre has grown because of the compul­
sions or developmental activity in the framework of 
a functioning democracy. 

There are sevcml irrttants that cause stress and ten­
sion in Centre-state flnancial relations. To begin with, 
the devolution of taxes levied and collected by the 
Centre is inadequate. Hence, the states have to depend 
on the Centre lor varied forms of financial assistance. 
This could be by way of plan grants, loans and other 
ad hoc grants. States also look for a share o£ the huge 
financial resources that the Centre controls apart from 
its budgetary resources. These include the resources 
of the nationalised banks, financial institutions like the 
ID.BJ, Unit Trust and Life and General Insurance Cor­
porations, foreign aid and deficit financing suppo;tetl 
by the Reserve Bank of Jndia. 

The Centre exercises unilateral control over indus­
trial, commercial and monetary polity including mat­
ters like industrial location, nuclear and thermal 
energy, export-import restrictions and industrial licens­
ing. Undoubtedly, the Cen tre has the prerogative here, 
but then, the stales would appreciate if the Centre took 
counsel with them in the formulation and implemenla· 
tion of these policies rather than have decisiOl1S 
simply thrust on them. 

A very significant field of Central involvement is 
in the subjects found in the tate and concurrent lists. 
Its involvement is direct, through the expenditure jr.­

curred by its own department and agencies and in­
direct, through the expenditure channelled through the 
state govenments and covered by the Central Plan and 
non-plan schemes or through the financial and other 
institutjons under its control. 

A close examination or the concurrent list wouJd in­
dicate that mnny ctHrieo; c:;t nctly belong to the Stale list. 
Out h) their incht..,inn in the concurrent list, the Centre 
ha" le\ l' t age vis-a-vis the states. especially in matter.; 
Q( l egi~l.1tion in certain cin.:umstunccs. The Centre halt 
:11!-o nwdc mighty inJOadlt into state subjects through 
the financial backtloor. 'l'h is has established lhc 
supremacy of the Centre hy virtually obliterating :he 
distinction between Central anti state subjects. 

Take for instafl(:e, the ~Ubjeet of ngriculture and 

allied sen ices. I·or all practical purposes, agriculture 
functions as a concurrent subject. The Centre ac­
counts for two-thirds of the expenditure, both direct 
and indirect on this head. Its expenditure on food is 
ncar total. Research in agriculture, though specifical­
ly state-listed (Entry 24, List 1 I ) has virtually become 
a Central subject thanks to the lndian Council ol 
Agricultural Resc•trch. The Centre's expenditure on 
agriculture rel<ttcs to the distribution of manure and 
fertilisers, schemes for small and marginal farmers and 
agricultural labourers and agricultural research, in that 
order. While the states arc required to spend on area 
,,_velopment whkh covers the dc, clopment of dr .. 
lands, bill, desert and other special areas, the state~ 
share is only two-fifths or the aggregate budgetary 
expenditure of tbe Centre and the states. The point is 
that the Centre should not make inroads into state 
subjects in the first place. And having done so, it 
should not be on such a large scale. True, the listing 
of subjects jtsclf could legitimise such involvemenr. 
The Centre bas areas o( operation carved out [rom 
state-listed subjects by the Constitution itself. For in­
stance, fisheries is in the state Jist, but fishing anu 
fisheries beyond territorial waters belong to the Unioll 
(Entry 57, list 1). Roads and bridges arc in the state 
list. But high-ways declared under Parliamentary law 
to be national highways are in the Union List (Entry 
23). Also, the states do not have resources or such 
magnitude to meet the required expenditure under 
such heads. But this is not to make out a case for 
Central in ten ention but to insist that the states' alloca· 
tions must go up in suOicicnt mea ure. 

Taking into account the total budgetary resources 
of the Centre and the state , more than two-thirds firq 
accrue to the Centre. Cen tral fiscal transfers to the 
states account for less than onc-Lhird of its total re· 
sources. These transfers are meant to off-set unequal 
impact of the Centre's own taxation as well as its ex­
penditure policies on the !>tales' budgets. Federal 
financial transfer should alc;o be uc;ed to off-set ad­
vcr::.c impact or llltN<,tatc <., pilloverc; o[ expenditliT•' 
bcnetit::. ullU t.tx <.u~h uf the sta te g.o\ernmeni<. 
Through the instrumenl:llity ur lht·~.o~ tran~fers. the 
Centre should help gcncrotc economic uctivities in 
poorer st:tlcs nnd nlso cnuble state governmeuts it1 
general to ensum a 111i11imum lc\'cl of public services. 

Table I give-. a comprehcmi\'C pirture of the tol~tl 
fiscal transfers from the Centre to the states: 
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TABLE 1 
Ft:dt:ml Fiscal Trn 11sjers from tlte Ce11tre w the StMes tl11ri!lf! tlte Period 195 I· 79 

(Rs. crores) 

t_>Ian& period 

Stnllltory transfers 
or the recommendations 

of the Finance Commission 
(ta.x shares +grants­

i n-~id) 

Discretionary tr:1 nsfer~ on 
the recommendation~ of the 

Planning Commission 
(Plan Grants and 
(Central loans) 

Di~cretionary 

tr:~nsfers al 

the discre tion 
of the Central 

Ministries 

Total federal 
fiscal transfers 

First Plan (1951-56) 
SecondPian (1956-61) 
Tbird Plan ( 1961-66) 
Three Annual Plans ( J 966-69) 
Fourth Plan (1969-74) 
Fifth Plan ( 1974-79) 
Sixth Plan ( 1980·85) 

2 

447 (3 1. 2) 
918 (32 .0) 

1,590 (28. 4) 
1.782 (33 .3) 
5.421 (35.9) 

11 ,04 8 (44.2) 
20,845 (61 .14) 

Note: Pigures shown in brackets are percentnges . 

3 

800 (61. 5) 
1.058 (36.9) 
2,738 (48.9 ) 
1.917 (35.9) 
4,731 (3 1.3) 

10,353 (40.9) 
13 ,245 (38 . 86) 

( loans+ gr:~nts) 

J04 (7. 3) 
892 (31.1) 

J .272 (22 . 7) 
1,648 (30 .8) 

4,949 (32.8) 
.1.76 1 ( 14 .9) 

5 

1,43l ( 100. 00) 
2,868 ( 100.00) 
5,600 (100.00) 
5,347 (l00.00) 

15,101 (lOO.OO) 
25,282 ( 100.00) 
34,090 (100 .00) 

Smu·a: Report of the Eiglttlr FinanC'e Commission, Government o[ Jndia, New Delhi, 1983. 
Aplleodix IV . t (i i), (iji), (iv) pp . 174-177 . 

T.1ble taken from G. Thimmaiah, Burning Issues in Centre-State rinanciol Re/atintLt, 1985, 

Federal fiscal transfers are through three channels: 
The Finance Commission, the Planning Commission 
and through Central Ministries. All these federal 
financiaL transfers are directly made from the Central 
Government budget. Transfers that ilow not so direct­
ly from the Central Government budget are those 
channelled through Central Government owned finan­
cial institutions like commercial banks and LIC. 

Finance Commission: The allocations of the 
Finance Commission are statutory transfers. It recom­
mends tax shares as well grants-in-aid. The former 
are increasing and this is a good sign. Table 2 high­
lights this point. 

TABLE 2 
Transfer LO Stales 

(On the basis of the Finance Commission's recommendations) 

I FYP 1951-56 
IT FYP 1956·61 
lfl F'r'P 1961-66 

Annu:il Pl:ins 19<\6-69 
V FYP 1969-74 

VI FYP 1974-79 

VII hnam:e \ommil>~ton 

1979-1)4 
VIII Finance Com•ni.,.,iun 

1984-89 

Taxes and 
statutory grants 

Jn crores of mpees 

447 
918 

1.590 
1.782 
5,42L 

11. I 61\ ----

20,907 

31!.500 

Tax shares aro: cl astic and arc mmtl) in lhe form of 
un~:onditiunn l gr.11l!:. unlike gr'-llt l.s- in-aid '-Vhicl\ arc rlx­
cd amounts for 5 years. A greater part of these statu-

tory transfers are to meet the non-plan recu rring ex­
penditure of state governments. 

A word needs to be said about the Eighth Financ1~ 
Commission which functioned when an intense debate 
on Centre-state relations was on and the Sarkari~ 

Commission was appointed to examine the whole 
gamut of Centre-state .relations. It bas recommended 
that the Union Government should withdraw the sur­
charge on l ncome Tax and make suitable adjustments 
in tbe basic rate from 1985-86. lt would also like the 
inclusion of penalities and interest on arrears in the 
divisible pool of Income Tax. It endorsed an increase 
in the rate.s of stamp duty payable on letters of credit 
and some insurance policies. Tables 2 and 3, show 
at a glance Lbe sharing of Income-tax and Excise 
duties from the first to the Eighth Commission. Table 
4 provides a comparative picture of the recommenda­
tions of the seventh and eighth Finance Commissions. 

Fi:wnce 
Commission 

I ll'.'l 
Scrond 
Thirc.l 
Pourth 
Fif1h 
Sixth 
Seventh 
Eighth 

TABLE 3 
Sharing of Income Ta.t; 

Distribution of 
St:iles' 
shale 

55 
(i() 

(l6 

75 
7~ 
jl() 

!{'i 

!!5 

proceeds 

Populn- Collec-
lion tion 

111 per cent 
Rl} 20 
90 Ill 

'211 
!Ill 20 
()(I [() 
ill) 10 
•0 ill 

9{) 10 
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TABLE. 4 
ShtJri11g of Exdse dutks ----------------

Finance Popula- Other 
Commi$· States' sh;1re lion criteria 
sion 

In p::r ~ent 

First 40 p,c. of three 40 60 
commodities 

Second 25 p.c. of eight 90 )() 

commodities 
Third 20 p.c. of 35 80 20 

commodities 
rourlh 20 p.c. of all 80 20 

commodities 
Fifth 20 p.c. of all 80 20 

duties 
Sixth 20 p.c. of all 75 25 

duties 
Seventh 40 p.c. of all 9o·:· 1() 

duties 
Eighlh 40 p.c. or all tj"tfew form 

duties 

·j· A formula giving equal weight to the population factor, 
the inverse of the per capita State domestic product and the 
percentage of population below poveny line 40 per cent of 
the net proceeds of cx~:isc will be distributed. 

·j· j· Formula 25 per cent on the basis of population 25 per 
cent on the basis of the inverse of per capita income multi­
plied by population and 50 per cent on the basis of distance 
of per capit.a income from the highest per capita income 
Sli.tc multiplied by tbe population of the State. Five per cent 
will be di1Hributcd to States found to be defbit after devo­
lution. 

I . 
2 

3 . 

4 . 

Tr\BLE 5 
A comparatil'e picture 

Revenue tkfr.:it grant 
Grant Upgradution of 
standards or administraliv11 
Margin money Lor relief 

expenditure (Annual) 
Non-Plan capit~l gap 
Extent of debt relief 

vn F.c. 
1979-84 

1173 ' 12 

436.79 

100 .65 
35 12. 18 
2 155.80 

Vil t l F .C. 
1984-89 

Rs. 
Crorcs 

2200.82 

967.33 

240.75 
3852.64 
2285 .39 

Tables .'!, 3. 4 uml 5 nrc tetken from The Hindu, August 
8· J(), 1984 

Resourt.c-. at the commnnd of the $!ale governments 
have ~rown o;teadi ly. 'rhis j, bccauo;e the total devolu­
tion of funds frotn the Centre to the states in the form 
of ~hared tax rcvcnul:!s, net loans ami grant!.-in-uid 
have increa!'ed. I n I CJ69-70. these consliluted 26.4% 
nf lht! total n:sourccs :11 the command of th e states. 
In 1980-R I, the figure stood at 32.5 <;~ ::t nd in 19S3 
R4 it wn~ 31) 04. l n uh~olutc term<.. these ro<;e by 5.1. 

times between 1969-70 and J980-81, when the totCII 
resources at the Centre's command rose by 4 times. 
Finance Commissions have been, on tbe whole, very 
sympathetic to the states. In fact, critics point out 
that devolutions of such a high order present a sorry 
spectacle of an impoverished Centre doling out huge 
amounts to the slates. 

lt cannot be denied that the size of the financial 
cake must increase. The national kitty can be enlarg­
ed by better administration of existing taxes and in­
clusion of new taxes. At the same time while stale 
governments should exert to cut down on all unneces­
sary expenditure, the same is expected of the Centre. 
There is no gainsaying that there is an enormous 
increase in Central expenditure. What is worse, the 
Centre gets away with it because there is no organiza­
tion except Parliament and its statutory committees 
that can exercise some vigilance over its magnitude and 
appropriateness. Apart from Central expenditure irt 
subjects legitimately within states' sphere, there has 
been tremendous increase in expenditure to provida 
the investment in public enterprises and meet their 
losses, as also an unwarranted increase of departments, 
ministries and activities on state or concurrent list sub­
jects. A way out would be to have another body like 
the Finance Commission to look into the Centre's 
financial requirements. expenditure pattern and future 
projections. 

Planning Commission: A major irritant in the field 
of planning is when states have to compulsorily submit 
their 5 year Plans to the Planning Commission. This 
results in states being subjected to central interference 
and corrtrol in spheres of socio-economic development 
which rightly belong to them. Planning being com­
prehensive, covers the whole range of activities th at 
alfect the common man and naturally Plan outlay 
forms a major part of the states' budgetary expendi­
ture. States see this as a major irritant because it ties 
them to the apron-strings of the Centre and denies 
them the freedom to plan their priorities, programmes 
and outlays. It can also eJ<plain to some extent, the 
somewl1at irresponsible behaviour of the states for the 
latter can make the Centre and its plans the scapegoat 
for their own deficiencies in developmental activity. 

Funds routed to the stales through the Planning 
Commission are according to the revised Gadgil for­
mulu which cover~ 90'l~· of lhe toi:JI f\1nds and gives 
no discretion to the Plann ing Commi!!sion. Since the 
di<{cretion e'\crci!icd in the remaining 10% has been 
viewed as interference hy rhc states, iL is suggested by 
expert') like Y. K. R Y. Rao, th :~t the entit·e Jmou111 
'\ltould be distributed according lo the Gadgil formula. 
c i Thimnwiah sug~e~ls that the Gad gil formuht he 
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modified to take into account the needs of less deve­
loped states by linking plan assistance to the level o! 
development achieved in different sectors in each state. 

The Planning Commlssion recommends for most 
states, only 30% of Central assistance for state plans 
in the form of grants and 70% of plan assistance j, 

provided in the from of loans. Interest amount and 
repayment instalments of loans create the burden of 
annual reverse flow of resources from the states to the 
Centre. The picture is complicated when one realizes 
that the Centre has to raise the totality of loans am.l 
so the RBI, Finance Ministry, Planning Commission 
and foreign lenders come in. 

It is a truism that only self-liquidating projects 
should be financed by loans. But in the name of dev~­
lopment and !>ublic sector outlay, this rule is ignored. 
The result is that states get into ihe 'debt trap' of Cen­
tral loans. Since they cannot repay earlier loans they 
are forced to borrow fresh loans to repay old ones. So 
each year, higher amounts of (gross) loans are bcr 
rowed from the Centre much of which goes to repay 
earlier loans. The remaining net loan amount is used 
for undertaking financially unproductive activity and 
so the vicious circle is repeated again making for even 
greater financial dependency of states on the Centre. 
With regard to foreign loans even when these are pass­
eel in the form of loans to the states it is always witl1 
n higher rate of interest than that charged by the 
foreign lender / donor. 

Flow of Central Government Institutional Funds: 
It is generally found that developed states receive rela­
tively higher absolute amounts as well as higher pro­
portions of these funds. This is because financial in­
stitutions like LTC, commercial and development 
banks in vest funds in commercially profitable projects. 
This means thal developed states get more institution?.! 
funds because the prospects of greater financial re tum~ 

are more. However, this cannot be said of public 
sector investments in different states which by and 
large have been more equitable. 

St£1/e governm'!nts' overdrd/ts: Qualitative and 
quatrtitative expansion of governmental activity slrain'i 
the state exchequer ~even~ly. The states seck to meet 
their commitments, among other things, by resorting 
to ovcrdrMtj;, This th e Centre he1s decri ed and hc.­
n1P:tncd lt h <lll 11 C1W pHI n han \In them. 

TIJe Ccnltal government's t.lucision to terminate th:: 
states' ovrrdraft facility is n clrnslic measure. Ecn· 
lltllllkall v. it could be a blcssin~. Rul politirally. it i.; 
l l.tu~ l ll \dth rr~~; t l risk. ll r: tn '\ train rcnlrc-~t a tc rel.l­
, . .,nc; ~C \'c' t t • h·. NC111-C'Oil•1P''-'• ~ta · · ) jp r articul;l l 
resen t thi-: nt1l\t' lucn u~c tl t~.or see in thi-; measure ::1 
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sinister device to choke them financially and adversely 
affect their poll prospects. 

The states have worked out a fairly strong justifica­
tion for growing overdrafts. Taxes assigned to them 
under the Constitution arc less elastic than those of the 
Centre. The Centre has devious ways to cut into their 
due share of taxes in terms of the awards of the 
Finance Commission. In several cases, tax hikes have 
been disguised as price increases. This means that tbe 
states bave a double disadvantage, for costs go up 
without increase in revenues. A number of states' tax 
functions taken over by the Centre on grounds of con­
venience in collecti.on are ca relessly performed because 
the money goes to the states. The Centre has also 
neglected to exploit the potential of those taxes whose 
proceeds go wholly to the states. As for developmen~ 
plans, the 'Centre asks the states to raise their own 
revenue for state sector schemes. Their 5 year plans 
have to be cleared by the PJanning Commission which 
is a centralized agency. All surplus funds are not 
given as grants but mostly as loans. When it comes 
to repayment the states have no money. They cannot 
tax voters; they cannot borrow in the open market be­
cause such borrowings are controlled by the Central 
Government under Act 293 (3); nor can they raise 
Joans from the financial market because financial in­
stitutions which subscribe to government loans are 
owned and controlled by the Central Government. So 
the only way out is overdrafts. When overdrafts cross 
a limit, the Centre is given to arm-twisting which is not 
bereft of political overtones. 

Unauthorised overdrafts became a serious financial 
issue in the late 1960's. Ad hoc solutions to the pro­
blem are many and varied. Jn 1978, tl1e Centre ad­
vanced medjum-term loans to clear unauthorized ove:·­
drafts in 45 days. In 1982, the Central Government 
introduced the ' 'Overdrafts Regulation Scheme" {or 
the same purpose. It had 3 components. (1) The 
outstaodjng overdrart amount, namely, Rs. 1743.46 
crores at the end of the financial year 1981-82, w.ls 
converted into medium-term loan (long-term loan of 
10 )'ears duration for economically weaker states) 
carrying an interest rate of 6.5% . One year mora· 
torium was provided on the repayment of principle and 
interest. (2) The Central government ngrecd to prn­
vidc short-term assistance ~n that states could cle:u 
their unauthori~etl overunllt<> ot the period April 1, 
1982 to June 30, 1982. But this was rc:lily only an 
Rdvancc payment nf the usual ccnlr;rl assisU1ncc. (3) 
The Central government :l!!:lin agreed lu revise up­
\1 .t rdc.;, the wny<; and mcrtn<; limite; to c;t nlc !!cwernmcn t~ 

l ~ HI t hc~e (,Ollltiops onh rinh ·r \\it h th~ probkn1 t .t lll~ r 

th :1n <~ trike at it ~ t'OOI<:. The first solulit111 cmly in-
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creases the burden of central loans. The second solu­
tion created the need for further overdrafts because 
revenue of Lhe states did not increase in proportion to 
the increasing non-plan expenditure. So often, plan 
assistance was utilised for non-plan expenditure. The 
third solution is o[ no avail, because the enhanced 
ways and means advances proved inndequate. Even 
so, the Union Finance Ministry continues to reduce 
the quantum of unauthorized overdrafts in the same 
old ways. It has decided to extend Joan assistance to 
state governments to reduce the total amount of un­
authorized overdrafts which stood at Rs. 1,808 crore~ 
as on, January 28, 1985 by 10% toRs. 1,628 crores. 
The remaining amount is to be reduced by 35% per 
year in 1986-87 and 1987-88 and finally by 20% in 
J 988-89 so as to eliminate unauthorised overdrafts com­
pletely by 3 I st March 1989. The RBI has been ad­
' i cd to increase the ways and means advances limit 
to Rs. 700 crores. But the point is, states will have 
to willy-oilly resort to overdra!ts again and again. 

The cut off of overdrafts, unless coupled with mea­
sures to refonn the entire system of resource-sharing 
b~tween it and the states, will aggravate Centre-stat~ 
tensions. The states view the denial of overdraft 
facility as yet another way to undermine their auto­
nomy with respect to the Central government. Tbe 
issue is now increasingly politicised. Central leaders 
complain that lhc policies of the non-Congress(!) 
state governments arc to be blamed for their financial 
instability. The non-Congress(!) stales are of the 
opinion that the Centre discriminates heavily against 
them in the allocation of discretionary funds. Mr. 
Ramkrishna Hegde has shown how Karanataka's acute 
budgetary problems and its huge overdraft can br 
traced directly to a change in the Centre's attitude to 
lhe state after the 1983 elections. A simple change in 
priorities or in the phasing of large investment pr'-1-
jects can mean the loss o( hundreds of crores o[ in­
vestment to a state and of thousands or jobs as ha~ 
been demonstrated by shelving the Vijayanagar steel 
plant and the down-grading of the Mangalorc oil re­
finery. 

The overdraf1 facility was Lhe one renwining 
'window' through which stale could a scrt their auto­
nomy and g.cl the funds they need to meet unforeseen 
contio~cncic!l or complete programmes on the anvil. 
With limited <kvoiL•lton~ thtoug.h mv.11d:. ot Lil~: 
Finallcc Commi~!liun anti thl.! polltical factur upenll­
in!!. in allocnlion of tlh~retion:try l!rontl,. the Mates k ·I 
trarrcd hy the closi11!! or thi' windm\. A little reus­
suring is the 111\!dilllll-krtn 1o:111 of R-.. I .<12g crun:~; 

prmilkd L1' thl' !-.lui~' to .:k<ll lllcit O\l' t't.lte~fts in til e. 
1986-R7 buclgt•t a11d 1111 i m:r~a~~: bv lh. 7.542 crorc' 

~~· ,. 1~....__ \ 

or 51% in the Centre's transfers to states and Union 
territories inclusive of assistance for Central and Cen 
trally sponsored schemes in tJ1c current year as com­
pared with 1984-85. 

Remedial action: States basically suffer from a 
shortfall of revenues to meet their growing expendi­
ture responsibilities. This is related to the problem 
or vertical fcderJI llscal imbalances. In Marxinu 
thinking, there is a kind of 'financial imperialism' 
which manifests itself for sttltes have a continuous 
dependency relation l'is-a-vis the Centre. This state 
of dependency is highlighted in the operation of Cen­
tral loans Lo states. 

States must have financial autonomy in areas of 
activity that arc constitutionally assigned to them. 
This stale of dependency must be done away it. 
Among the many suggestions offered to remedy the 
~iluation the following need to be emphasized. An 
Inter-stare Council as laid down in Art (263) shou1d 
be set up. TL should take charge of aU areas of Cen­
tre-state connict. The quinquennial Finance Com­
mission should be appointed in consultation with it. 
So also the RBI should be made a federal institution. 
Finally, a National Economic Council which provides 
the expertise in commercial and jodustrial matters 
especially in the realm of policy-making. The National 
Loans Corpomtion and National Credit Council shouiJ 
be represented on the Council. The Annual Reports 
of all these three bodies should be placed before 
Parliament and state legislatures. 

The Sarkaria Commission could do well to consider 
the possibility of having the total tax revenues of the 
Centre and the states constitue one divisible pool 
which shou ld be divided on an agreed basis (say 
52:4R) between the Centre and the states. The sum 
total of borrowings could be divided in a similar way. 
Also. rhc distinction between agricultural and non­
agricultural jncomcs should be abolished for the pur­
pose of tnxation on incomes and proceeds should be 
shared between the Centre and the states. 

The states, it is suggested, should exert to cut down 
on all unnecessary expenditure. They could. for in­
stance, reduce their losses on water, power and road 
transport. They could withdraw (rom a host or loss­
making activitie-s that could be left safely to the pr.ivale 
~CClOr, like road trall'>!'Nt <tllU the tourism industry. 

Till ith.:,, ~,r h!a~inl.! uLH stall.! U\\ ned as:-.cb Lo Lhc 
pd\ulc sector on m:uJJ~ctm:nl c.:onl1at:L is even rnore 
:tllra t•lh c when it ~:nmco.; In hotels. All said nnd done 
one wnnts a bigger nnd tt more cquiL<tbly shared finan­
cia l L'llkt. 

n. M TUN!\ PINTO ,~ R.:a,l\:'1 Ill ruhfi. AdUlini~tr:\li<>U, 

L rlrvl·r,ify IJI nomh:1y 
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ESSAY 

Personal Laws And The Shah Bano Case 
The judgement on the Shah Bano case, a11d the comroversial Bill in rhe Lok Sablw in the 

light of rhe judgement has led to considerable p11blic debate and, unforttmately, to much passion 
and fury. 

The PUCL organised a public meeting in Bombay /asr month. We felt the views expressed 
by Ms. Kamila Tyabji a social worker, Mr. Minoo Masani, a member ojrhe Constitutenl Assembly 
and Mr. H. M. Secrvai the eminent ltuisi articulate f/te Iiberti/ tesponst• admirably, The 
texts that 111e publish below are ba.sed on their speecllf:s at the meeting. 

Kamila Tyabji 
There are certain matters that I, as a Muslim woman 

in particular, would like to place before you. Whnt 
has shocked and stirred the Muslim community parti­
cularly Muslim women , as perhaps nothing else huo; 
for the past 39 years is that they have understood fo; 
the very first time how false are some of the interprc­
wtions of the Muslim Law that the orthodox and the 
Mullahs have been foisting on us. 

Perhaps you know that the basic issue to be decid­
ed in the Supreme Court Judgement was the interpreta­
tion of a particular ayat of the Quran. This ayat (no. 
241) says quite tmequivocally that 'to a divorcd 
woman, a reasonable provision is due'. Analysing the 
ayat in depth, the Supreme Court held that its words 
covered maintenance to a divorced wife. 

Now what can this verse from the Quran-which is 
quite distinct from the provisions which are laid down 
for payments during the 3-month , Jddat, period pos­
sibly mean? For, payments during the 3-month Jddat 
period is not maintenance of a divorced wife at aU­
because a divorce. as understood at the time of the 
Prophet, was not completed until the Jddat.period was 
over. It is only in later times that the hateful (mak­
mlt. as the Prophet called it ) triple divorce in on~ 
sitting was accepted in Muslim Law; in earlier times 
divorce was uttered at three different times, with at 
least one month between each pronouncement, and this 
'coo ling-ofr' priocl was the lddat period. So what can 
an ayat in the Quran which says that to a Divorced 
wife a reasonable provision is due, mean to anybody 
who cares about the MusUm Law, and about all the 
numerous references that the Quran and the P rophet 
have repeatedly made to the necessity of fai r and ju~t 
treatment of women; what can it mean except that 
maintenance is 0mething whidt <.::ui be provickd 
unJcr tht: MLISlilll l <l\~ ? t\nu tlll~ltl i:- llll u ... ~.utll Ul pn:­

C:C(.kJllS antongsl th t.: old established juri~ L!I o( Islam 
which support lhi-; interpretation. 

But. instead of lhis. whnt nrc we being told? We 
ttrc being told th;1t mainlt'nancc by n husb:uHI of :! 

divorced wife is ~omcthing entirely again'\! the tenet ~ 

of hlam. We are being. told lhnl 1\w :1 woma11 '" 

accept such maintannnce is something degrading even 
if, as in the case of Shah Bano, the marriage has last­
ed for over 40 years. Here is a religion whjch had 
for the first time given women complete rights to pro­
perty, rights which British women, for example, did 
not get until the 1860s; here was a Prophet who was 
considered not only by Muslims hut by scholats 
the world over as one of the greatest champions of 
women that the world has ever seen; and yet we arc 
asked to be lieve that this decisioJl to give Rs. l 79 a 
month maintenance to a wife, whom the Supreme 
Court considers to be without any visible means of 
livelihood, is something absolutely against the Muslim 
Law. 

It was stated quite rightly r think, that the average 
Muslim knows very little abotlt the Muslim Law. They 
read the Quran in Arabic withou t understanding much 
of it, and so they t:an easily be led by the nose when­
ever they are told that the Sltariat is in danger, or that 
Islam is in danger. And yet these are the same peo­
ple who have raised such a hue and cry over Lhis 
judgement. Do they raise the cry of Islam in danget 
when blatant irregularities, flouting the basic princi­
ples of the Quran, arc allowed in the name of Islam? 
When bigamy i~ indulged in with one wife being abar-­
doned for the s<tkc of another when the Quran has 
clearly laid down thnt a second marriage may be al­
lowed unfy when there is equal treatment of the two 
wives? Do they protcsl when dowry is demanded by 
bddegrooms, which is totally alien to the concept of 
Muslim marriages? No voices are rajsed; no morchas 
are taken out ; nothing at all happens. 

And so. even to tl:le benighted masses of the com­
munity (perhaps more to the women than to men) j! 
is ~ lowly becoming. clcn1 lll tll there j, somet hing wrong 
\dill tht. iukryrd.tlillto 11f l ~ l.li1J in Indi a. h this J!,lam 
that we arl! being luughl, or is it lh~.: cenluries-okl 
opprcs~it) J1 of Muslim women? Is this what the Quran 
has sn id'! Is this what the Prophr t had said'! b: th is 
wha! 1 It lwtl preached to uc;, or i'> it something tlwt 
w~.: art' hein~ fort:cd lo hear reprc:~enti 11g ages of mai~ 
tl<~mi nut inn·~ 



Yet somehow, I do not regret the commotion over 
the Shah Bano case. I do not regret it becau!'e, in­
spite of everything that has happened, ic represents 
the biggest awakening of Muslim women that the1'e 
has ever been over the years since independence. 1 
think it is a tremend ous opportunity for the Muslim 
community as a whole to realise the difference bet­
ween what the orthodox are preaching, and what is 
the reality of Islam. Perhaps those same men whn 
are so jubilant today because the proposed Bill will 
free them from the shackles of supporting one wif~, 
may not remain so jubilant when they realise that th·~Y 
may now have to support five sisters! They have not 
thought that far as yeti 

I would however, like to take a more positive anft 
a more constructive view. Let us not get caught up 
in such arguments as to whether a word is to be in­
terpreted as 'provision' or as 'maintenance' (mata'a). 
Many of you may have read an article by a Pakistani 
lawyer which appeared recently in the Times of Indir; 
quoting instances from early times when men hnd 
undertaken to pay the servant's salary for their divorc­
ed wives, or given vast sums of money to them at th!! 
time of divorce. But we are told that Mata'a can 
mean only gifts of saris and clothes and it cannot 
justify payment of maintenance to divorced women. 

What is it that makes these people believe th at they 
alone have such a fan tastic insigh t jnto the meaning 
of the Quran, that they know 'provision' means only 
saris and clothes, and cannot cover an allowance 1.1 

an ex-wife? What gives them the power to decide, 
from a wea lth of conflicting views of early Islamic 
jurists, that this interpretation of t heirs is the only true 
interpretation even though countries 1ike Pakistan and 
Egypt have taken '' contrary view? 

Yet, as J said before, all is not lost. Because it is 
not only women who are wak ing up. I think tl1e en­
tire Muslim community is slowly beginning to wonder 
how it is that our religion, which js based on the 
Quran and on the sayings of the Prophet, and all that 
Islam had done for social reform, how such a religion 
can be reduced to something which cannot support 
the payment of Rs. 179 a month to a divorced wife? 
And so1 for the. Jirst time, those people that some of 
us have been trying to reach through all these years 
:1rc being brought fetce to fate with nil the obvious 
malrrncticc~ thftt lwvc crept into Muslim L;iw. ut 
us try and give it back it:; purity; let us try, as Hlmn·, t 
:dl uthct (Mlt li111 ) cnunlri c~ h.nc dvnc, to ~ivc hack 
1n women the rights they ure entitl~d to; let ltS try 
lo make this Hll ocrasiOtt ''hen we can introduce, 
t"Utnplctch willti n tlt.: M u-.li111 1.1\\ . ~~ St.lllJ,tl d 1\ il.u!t­
nallwlr-.,umrthing which lhc 1\tl lttdia Women\ 
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Conference under its Chairmall Begum Hamid Ali has 
been demanding since the 1930s, and which innumer­
able women's organisations have asked fo r si nce then. 

The present Bill cannot possibly stand ns it is. Not 
only are its clau~cs untenable and the reliefs H pro­
mises to Musltm women iiJusory-bul it would cc.;­
tainly be struck down by tbe Supreme Court as going 
against its own judgement. l et us therefore now 
unite in advocating a much more fa r-reaching and 
composite Bill: a Bill which all Muslims, even the 
most conservative, would be unable to fault. For we 
all know thal under Muslim law, marriage js a con­
tract; a contract, in which you can speci[y what you 
want to. And so the basic rights that we need and 
which it is only fair that Muslim women should have, 
can and should be stated in this contracl and which 
all Kazis in India should be asked to presume incor­
porated in the marriage contract. unless expressly 
excluded. 

What are these rights? First of all, the amount of 
Mehr should be clearly stated. Secondly, the right ot 
the wife in case of a second marriage by the husband 
should be defined. Thirdly, she should have an equ<ll 
right to divorce the husband, And finally the ques­
tion of maintenance (mata'a) must be clearly settled. 
For Mata'a under the Muslim Law is something en­
tirely different from Mehr-which Mehr vests in the 
wife at the time of marriage; and the amount of 
Mata'a the husband should pay at the lime of divorcl! 
can only be decided by appointing an arbitrator from 
her side and one from his side. This was the practke 
at the time of the Prophet- and is entirely in conson­
ance with the Muslim Law. 

These are the rights Muslim women need. These 
are the rights that the Muslim Women's Cell in the Al l 
rndia Women:s Confereuce has been agitating for 
si nce the early 'thirties. These are the rights that 
countless women's organisatious all over the country, 
in whatever little way they can , have been fighting for. 
These are the views of the vast majority of Muslim 
women, if only one could get them to speak out fear­
lessly. 

What hus been the greate~t tragedy of Muslims 
since partition? ll ll as been that no liberal Muslim 
wanted to join the Mu1dim Leagu~ or any Muslim 
rarty : and <l'< H result 110 11 4' or thCIII IHl:- :\ platfOJm 
lrom whtch lltey crrn 'pea ~ 1o thl' Mu,Jtnt tlta~se-.. !)u, 
;ti l thc~c year~; Mu~lim attdicotc~ ha e been fed en·· 
rin·l_> on the 'icw-, of Ph\t:uranti~h iHH.l rcactionarie'> 
who continut to th ink of wcHnt'f\ n~ hcin,gs who arc 
ju~L there 10 c:Hcr In their nc;•ch. not a-; indi\'iduals wili' 
" "ill and r i).!ht .. \1 1' thl'it l)\1 '' U11t ,\lu,lim women, 111 

thi :-. the enJ of the twcn tidh tcnlurv. lllltt:h less io the 
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twenty-first, will simply not allow themselves to be 
shackled in this way. As I have said, r work among$t 
a lot of Muslim women. I know something of what 
they feel, and though 9erhaps not all of them are pre­
pared to speak out as yet, they will speak out at some 
stage, and when they do they will surprise tbe nation. 
When they do speak up, there will be an amazing re­
action. I would urge this government not to let down 
half the Muslim community who arc just beginning ~o 
wake up. 

1 would urge the government, when they are legislat­
ing on behalf of Muslim women, not to lose the op­
portunity of tackling the problem on a broad front; 
and T would urge them to do so, taking into account 
the views of not only those who are in Parliament and 
worried about their votes and their seats, but taking 
into account the views of a wide cross-section of all 
Muslims who know something of what they are talk­
ing about. 

Finally a word about the clause removing Muslim 
women from section 125 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code. I said this about the proposed Adoption Bill , 
and T say it even more strongly now: I can think of 
nothing worse (or India. If we care about our coun­
try at all, I can think of nothing worse than that we 
should allow any particular community to be excluded 
from any of the general laws of the State. 

And once again let me state that here tbe govern­
ment h H'l a unique opportunity. Muslims have come 
together to ask the government to define Muslim Law. 
In Rajiv Gandhi's hands there is a great opportunity 
to show statesmanship and wisdom. Jf he and the gov­
ernment will rise to their task. they will not belie the 
hopes that millions have reposed in them. 

(t 

Minoo Masani 
I urn a minorities 11Wil. By thut 1 mean that I do 

not accept the right of the majority to trample on 
minorities particularly multi-racial, multi-ethnic, multi­
linguistic communities, like South Africa or India. J 
don't believe that Hindus have a right to dominate 
Muslim~ because Lhey arc in a majority nor that the 
Blacks have a right to dominate Whiles in South 
Africa just because they are in a majority. In coun­
tric~ Iii. \! these. the s,,ic;c; Constitution which allows 
for 111inmil\ ri!!hls through pmportionate represcnta­
tilln and the fullest n11tnnnmy becomes H vuluahlc 
llllllkl 

As a Mcml,cr ,mcl Chnirmtll1 ul" the U.N. Stlb-Com­
llltssi,11l fPt th~ Prevention 11f Disl'riminnlion ~nd th: 
I'H·k~' li•ll l 111 l\1111nlitks I Ml!lll rc:di'\ed, while fttnc­
li,)llin~ ill that h11dv. thttl th~ IW<' nhjccti\t'S clnshcd-

that you cannot protect minorities without some discri­
mination. These arc two conOicting principles, both 
valid-equHlity before the taw on the one side and 
the protection of minorities on the other. This calls 
for a careful balance to bo maintained between non­
discrimination and the protection of minorities. 

1 was nominated Chuirnwn of the Minorities Com­
mission by the Union Government but resigned after 
six months. The Government at that time, tbe Janata 
Government, behaved in a partisan manner and refus­
ed to accept the fact thnt Aligarh is a Muslim Institu­
tion, though our Commission, after proper research 
and study, came to the conclusion that tbe Aligarh 
Muslim University is a Muslim Institution. Since 
Mr. Morarji Desai's government, was not prepared to 
allow us to express our point of view, as a protest 
against their an ti-M us lim altitude, l resigned. 

Now to come to this topic. l will leave the techni­
calities to lawyers. 1 am more concerned with th~ 

political fallout and wider implications for our nationzl 
life. 

In the Fundamental Rights Committee of the Con­
stituent Assembly it was 1 who started the ball roiUng 
by saying that there should be a uniform civil code 
for alL Indians. I was supported by Dr. B. R. Ambed­
kar, Rajkumari Amrit Kaur and Mrs. Hansa Mehta. 
But this proposal was turned down by the other mem­
bers of the Sub-Commrttee, who were all Hindus. So 
the four of us, tabled a Minute of Dissent, which we 
put in the proceedings. This is what we said 

"One of the factors that has kept India back from 
advancing to natioohood has been the existence 
of personal laws based on religion which keep the 
nation divided into water-tight compartments in 
many aspects of life. \\'e urc of the view that a 
uniform common ci' il code should be guaranteed 
to the Indian people within a period of five to 
ten years.1

' 

This was rejected. 
Article 44 of the Directive Principles reads: ''The 

State shall endeavour to secure for the citizen a uni­
form civil code throughout the territory of India." 
This hapened in 194 7. One would think that enough 
time hus passed to enable us In tuke a step forward. 
l3ut the Prime Minister said the othe•· day that he 
belie es in a common cudc hut thut the time ha not 
yet come. When wrll lh~: 1intc co,nc'1 II 3U years n1~ 
not enough to take thl., .. tcr fPrwnrd . wlkn is he go­
ing to luke lh:1l "'~Jl'! 

It i<; my view th~1l the min<~ritcs have n ri !4ht tn 
llrot~ctinn for their rdiginn tP propntwt ,· their reli­
.[.!ion. lu conven pc.:uplc tll tl11~ 11· rcllgiun , 11111 their 
\t'hN'Ib nnd l't>llegco;. like thl' l\licnrl1 lmdim Univcr-
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sity. But they have no right to demand exemption 
from any part of civil or criminal l~tw of the land. 
That is taking freedom of religion beyond its proper 
limits. That is what the Muslim fundamentalists now 
demand. 

Let us see the chronology. There was first the 
judgement of the Supreme Court. Then came the i!'l­
troduction of Mr. Banatwala's Bill in the Lok Sabha. 
At that stage, the Law Ministry prepared a note on 
the subject. The note sip1ed by Mr. B. S. Sekho 
Secretary of the Law Ministry, was d,ltecl 31st May, 
1985. It was endorsed by Mr. Bhardwaj, the Minister 
of State for Law, on 1st J line, 19 85. Tt W<ls en do r:;­
ed by Mr. Ashok Sen who forgot what he signed on 
2nd June, 1985. All three notes supported the Sup­
reme Court Judgment's stand and said Bnnatwala's 
Bill should be rejected. On the basis of these thn::e 
notes, tl1e Home Ministry prepared a comprehensive 
note on the 24th July, 1.985, advising the government 
to oppose Banatwala's Bill and stand by the Supreme 
Court judgement. This js all pa rt of the record. We 
should thank the Secretnry of the PUCL, Mr. A run 
Shourie for an excellent piece of investigative jouma­
lism which appeared in the Times of India on 3rcl 
and 4th March where he has given the entire back­
ground. 

Mr. Arif MohamecJ Khan, member of the Union 
Government. was commissioned by the Congress 
Party and the Prime Minister to gel up in Parl ia men: 
and oppose Banatwala's Bill. This he did. At t h~ 

end of his speech it was reported thnt the whole Hou:;:c 
gathered around to congratulate him including mem. 
bers of the Congress Party. 

Then, just when everything seemed to go smoothly. 
something happened. There was :t complete m /((• 
face. lt was the Muslim vote bank which Mr. Raji,· 
Gandhi was a(ter. He w~1s told that 1he rtsult of . 1 

bye-election and of the Assam elections showed th ~d 

if the Congress were 11 \lt t0 lose the Muslim v1HL' , it 
must give in to the appeal of the fundamentalists. 
Mr. Rajiv Gandhi is reported to have accepted this 
advke. Behind the back o[ bis party, behjnd the 
back of his Cabinet. behind the back of Mr. Arif 
Mohamed Khan , the Prime Minister negotiated 
secretly with the Muslim fundamentalists. Neith~r 

the members nJ' his Cabinet '' l' l'l.: consull~d nor 
w:t-; Mr. Ani MPh;1n H.:d l\ h <~n 1n lornu.:d th;11 Ia.: 
has b~en ditched c.lllll doubk-t:IIJS!>ed by the Prin1.: 
Minister. The rC$lllt or this clotlhlc-ci'O'"ill!!. 1\' ,lS tlwt 
:1 Bill was sought to be inl rtxluccd in the l.nk S:1hhn 
on 2 1st Apl'il. 1 QSn. 

r ha\'C :1h\ : 1~~ said lh ~1 1 ~ ~ ""· l oundlti L;\l:dktl ill 

post-midnight politic:-. Her Mill '-Cl' tm 1 ~1 hill\.' inherit 
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ed her penchant. It was at 3 o'clock in the morning 
on that day that he sent letters to the Opposition lead .. 
ers, who were all fast asleep, asking them whether 
they would waive the rules of the Lok Sabha to enable 
the government to have the Bill introduced without 
due notice. But thank God, the Opposition leaders, 
who were woken up to receive lbis wonderful letter, 
did not quite see how the security o( India demandt:d 
the scrapping of Parliamentary procedures. They 
said : No, the rules have to be obeyed. So the Prime 
Minister's move to jump the g110 on a sleeping 11ation 
and Parliament, was defeated. On 25th February, 
1986, the Bill was introduced in the Lok Sabba by 
none other than Mr. Ashok Sen, the so-called Law 
Minister who had forgotten what he had written and 
signed earlier. 

At this stage, Mr. Arif Mohamed Khan1 who found 
that he l1ad been taken for a ride tendered his resig­
nation from the government. Resigning in India is 
not a very normal practice. When I resigned as 
Chairman of the Minorities Commission I was accus­
ed of un-lndian behaviour. Mr. Khan has thus com­
mitted an un-Indian act by resigning. 

Writing in the Times of India Mr. Daniel Latifl 
observed: 

"The Bill is based on faulty summary of the 
Supreme Court Judgement in the Statement of 
objects and reasons. The Bill as it slaods is obno­
xious to Islamic principles. derogatory to human 
rights, violative of the rights of women and child­
ren, and also of the rights of the minority com­
munity to establish and administer charitable and 
educational institutions of their choice It may, if 
persisted in, involve the political leadership and 
the country as a whole, in increasing difficulties 
~tnd may founder on the bedrock oE our Consti­
llttlon. The earlil:r it is withdrawn, the better for 
all concerned. The Bill as drafted is an insult to 
the traditions of Islamic civilisation." 

Here's a Muslim lawyer expressing in very strong 
language what he thinks of this wretched Bill. 

Now, some conclusions appear to emerge from all 
this. The first conclusion is that many of those ob­
jecting to the Bill arc very l1ypocritical. Tbey arc 
really male chauvinists. Mr. Madhu Mehta of the 
Hindustani Antlolan put a few queslions to Musljm<; 
a tcw Jays <tgn but has had no all"'' ~.: r:. . 'l'hes~,; arc th.: 
qucstious that wctc a~kcd : 

Are they (the fllndalncntali-;ts ) prepareJ to dc­
mnml that the Crimill:tl Procedure Codl' shou ld 
t1c c;p an1cndcd lh:tt every Mu~lim can be award­
cJ tl.c pu 11 ishmct1l lor ~lily l ' fi!ll C t:onunilleJ l'j' 
hi111. or her :1:-. I <t id do11 n hy Shurinl? F0r 
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example, any oC them found sLeahog should b~ 
prepared to let his hands be cut and anyone who 
commits adultery should be prepared to be stcm­
ed to death? 

Are these Jeuders prepared to tell their fellow 
Muslims that they shou ld stop selling, smuggling, 
dislributing and consuming liquor or drugs as il 
is against Shariat and all tl10se who flout th;s 
edict should be prepured to be flogged publicly? 
Are they prepared to tell their fellow Muslims 
not to deposit their money in any bank as a bank 
charges interest from borrowers which is again$l 
Shariat?" 

The second conclusion that I come to is there i·.; 
no proof that the majority of the Muslims are against 
the Supreme Court judgement. 50% of the Musli::1 
r ')mmunity are women and we may assume that most 
of these women would demand and stnnd for th~ 
rights of their sex. Among the Muslim men also, all 
Muslims that I know of, for instance are for the Sup­
reme Court judgement. 

Now let me say that it is very unfortunate that 
some Hindu communalists have joined the controversy. 
I neither understand nor accept their bona fides. There 
is nothing to choose between Muslim obscurantists 
and Hindu obscurantisLs. Their intervention is going 
to be counter-productive and weaken the position of 
liberal Muslims. I would say to Hindu communal 
organisations, please keep out of this. Let decent citi­
zens argue this out. Do not try to make it a Hindu­
Muslim affair. 

Finally, the Prime Minister showed great disrespect 
for the supreme judiciary. Mr. Ansari, one of h~ 

ministers said in the lok Sabha. "This was nothing 
short of judical dishonesty and amounted to degrad­
ing the Supreme Court. The Chief Justice of the Su~'­
reme Court was too small a man to interpret Islamic 
law. He is incompe'tent to enter this field." (Tndian 
Express, Dec 2.1, 1985). When there was a roar or 
protest by Members of Parliament and others Mr. R~;­
jiv Gandhi rushed to Mr. Ansari's rescue and said, 
" I do not think that the statements were intended to 
denigrate the judiciary''. Tt is snd for the Prime Mini­
ster of Tndia to defend a man who lnmpoons the Chi~r 

Justice of the Supreme Court. This makes it very 
d ear that Mr. Rajiv GnnJhi lia~ 1111 liSL: for the tradi ­
tion of an independent juJi~iary in this country. 

The only thing that can now he done to SHVC th~ 

situation is for the Prime Minister to undo his mistake 
and to withdraw Lhe Bill. 1f he doesn't do th at, l 
would say it shows that he docs not have the gren:­
ncss required of the Prime Minister o[ this country. 

Now suppos ing thnt he docs not withdrttw the Bill? 

It is open to the Congress (f) members of Parliament 
to demand a free vote. ln the British House of Com­
mons, matters or this nature are never subject Lo 
whips of parties and freedom of conscience is given 
to the members of th~ parties. I am not very optimisti~ 
that this \Viii be so in India because members of the 
Congress ( I ) have shown a great capacity for sycho­
pancy. Mr. Arun Neh ru, Mr. Arun Singh and Mr. 
Ashok Sen, privately told Mr. Arif Mohamed Khan 
they agreed with him. But they aJI went on to support 
the Prime Minister. 

Jf the Prime Minister and the Congress Party l e1 
the country down, there is the Supreme Court. Let 
there be a petition to the Supreme Court to strike 
down this Bill. lL is good to know that members of 
the legal profession have once again shown some 
C1>urage. Untler the auspices of the lndian law Jnsti 
tute., there was n discussion recently in Delhi1 in which 
Mr. Soli Sorabjee, Mr. Upendra Bakshi, Mr. Amrik 
Singh and Justice Krishna Iyer participated. It is re­
ported that they have decided that if the Bill is ever 
passed by Parliament, they will move the Supreme 
Court and get it struck down. All honour to tbem. 

H. M. Seervai 

You have listened to eloquent speeches. You have 
heard my learned friend Mr. Masani say that he dis­
likes technicalities and he Leaves it to lawyers to 'tackle 
them. As a lawyer 1 dislike technicalities but I 
think that the fundamental right to the freedom of 
religion and lhe provisions of our Constitution can­
not be describeJ as technicalities. 

Let us forget the Muslim community for the time 
being, and let us take the fundamental right to the 
(reedom of religion of Hindus. According to Hindu 
Law. marriage is a sacrament. Certain religious cere­
monies have to be performed. And it is an jndissoluble 
union between man and woman. Jn old days a Hindu 
had the right to llll his zenana with as many women 
as he liked. What has our Parliament done? 

First ()f all the Hindu M:1rriagc Act provides for a 
HindLl marriage :t lld hns pmvidcd for divorce. Tn the 
Lnw of Succcs~ion the I lindu \<\OIHUII was entitled 
ouly to ~larving maintenance. I remember being told 
thut .Jusliee Lullubhai Shah would awnrd about 
Rs. 25 for a Hindu widow when any European or 
Par:,i Judge or Muslim J udgc would award more than 
Rs. 400 to Rs. 500. 'l'hcy have been given the right 
to a share in the property on partition of joint family 
property, The Hindu women's rights were <:h:.tllenged 
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in the Supreme Court. And the Supreme Court held 
that fir'\t of all polygamy was not a part of religion , 
But , secondly, if it was, the Constitution gives you 
freedom of religion but it does nor prevent social re· 
form. At1d therefore the law was val id . 

So let's turn to the fundamental rights we have got. 
Marriage is essentially a matter of social !lrrangement. 
Parsis hnve no reu lly personal law of their own. Bu t 
living among Hindus we adopted their customs. And, 
one of them was polygamy. And in 1865 the Parsi 
Paochayat represented to the Government that Parsis 
did not want polygamy. And, sure enough after poly­
gamy was abolished. any Parsi who after 1865 takes 
a second wife js guilty of bigamy, and will be looked 
upon by the community as an infamous person. So it 
is essentially a social arrangement. Where then is the 
question of an attack on the right of religion? 

The majority community has had the rights of males 
reduced, curtailed; -- divorce allowed on the widest 
ground. The Special Marriages Act provides that you 
necdn·t even go through ceremonies relevant to Hindu 
Law. Surely then, here, as in any other matters, a so­
cial arrangement is subject to social reform. 

Read any article on marriage in any encyclopaedia 
or any book and you will find that with change in 
social manners, social customs, the laws of marriage 
change. Take Christianity. Originally, only the Church 
could dissolve a marriage. And the dissolution took th~ 
form of an eccelesiastical verdict of separating husband 
and wife from bed and board. Thereafter, in Eng­
land by an elaborate process of a special Act of Par­
liament a marriage could be dissolved, Time passed; 
circumstances changed and a distinguished humorist 
Mr. A. P. Herbert enlarged the grounds of divorce in 
the Act which he successfully sponsored. The eccle­
~i3stica l power disappeared. Today practically the Law 
hus been changed to make one ground enough--that 
the marriage has broken down. Note that a Christian 
marriage was treated as a sacrament. 1L had to be in 
Church. And yet the passage of time has made it 
necessary to recognise that though the Biblical saying 
"Those whom God has joined let no man rend 
asu nder'' should be supplemented by another com­
m:md: "Those whom God has rent asu nder let no man 
keep joined". 

NLl\\ ~l ~e~111 11 111 m~: that all thi.., !too Ita abnut the 
applic<1tiun of thl' Crimin HI Procedure Code l1> Mu-;­
ltm~ is completely unintelligible. The law has existed 
lor over seventy years. The lnw has to decit.lc that if 
a husbnnd does not maintain his wife who is to do it? 
l ~o !he State 10 do it'J lt rlli..,ro; a social prnblem in u 
rno:.t acute fo,m. ls the wif~: to be driven to prostitu­
tion? Or :-.hnu ld the State, as tile Welfare State in 
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some countries do, provide her maintenance and give 
her an allowance? Surely our fundamental rights to 
the freedom of religion are subject to social and eco­
nomic legislation. This is both sodat and economic. 
What has been protected are religious doctrines, re­
ligious rituals, re,Jigious cerelllonies. There tbe com­
munity decides what they are. And the mere fact 
that a learned man like my friend Mr. Masani djslike'i 
religion as a divisive factor is irrelevant. 

That is why writing the chapter on Freedom of Re­
ligion in my book caused me the greatest possible 
trouble because if, for good or evil, and I think for 
good, we have been given the freedom of religion it 
means tbat the Constitution belleves that if a man 
feels that he is a better man, that his life will be hap­
pier because be believes in religion, he is free to do 
so. I f he doesn't he is equally free not to believe in 
religion. But it has been pointed out that that free­
dom does not preclude social and economic reform. 
And surely we are not ill the stage of economic reform 
but because rhis had been done over 80 years back 
in what was originally Section 488. 

Now look at the position. lf marriage is a contract 
as it is among the Muslims then, is a contract a matter 
of religion? Reflect a little. It is not necessary to at­
tribute motives, although motives can be attributeJ . 
A clear precise understanding of the nature of mar­
riage and of the obligation to bring up chi ldren is 
required. Who will provide fo r them? Secondly, what 
about their education, what about their marriage? 
Each and every one of these matters is a maller of 
social arrangement and changing times. 

I heard a beautiful story only a few days back. An 
eminent Hindu lady active in politics who had been 
widowed said to Margot Asquith, as many have said 
before, "What good have the British ever done to us?'' 
And Margot replied. "Well, madam, if we had n' t 
abolished Sati you would have been burnt on the 
funeral pyre with your husband and you wouldu' t 
have been here to ask me the question." Now Sati was 
a religious doctrine. The British who adopted non-iaJ­
tervention put an end to it. They put an end to the 
thugs and the pindaris who resorted to murder and 
robbery as part of religion. So the Constitution 
says that lhe frecdllm 111' rclit;i(lll is subject w public 
C1rder and mNality ~llt t·l ) puhlic fll'l h' r is wiclc!y 
nll'ectcd. if the women arc tu be thrown on the steel!\. 
The argument that Muslim law proviclcl' for nutintcn­
an<.:c js alright. Rut i>uppu!)ing lh~.! pt\l\ i~ion 111.tde b 
ina<.lc4uatc. the Stale i'{ cntitlcu '" say that since we 
f t\'C you the protection of the law, the bL'nCiits of the 
Stat~. and the I reed om~ which a f1 ~~ society gives fNt 

we will 110( rermit \Vlltllt'n (() be deprivcu 0f thei:-
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rights. 
scale. 
ti tioo. 

They have done it on the mo$l extensi' e 
From starving mainte.nance to a share on par-

Now my learned friend Mr. Masani says that thero.' 
shoultl be a uniform Civi l Code, as in all civilized 
countries. Well, it is not correct even historically th t~t 

every civi liz.ed country ha5 a common Civil Code. In 
a country as small as Great Britain there is no unifornt 
Civil Code. The Scottish people have laws of thei1 
own. They have followed Roman La\v as opposed 
to Common Law and the treaty of union with Scot­
land expressly provided for the maintenance of Scot­
tish Law wbich exists fill today. Bu t let me give you 
one example. As Ms. Tyabji was telling you, try to 
form a uniform Civil Code. Let me deal only with 
testamentary succession. Among the Mllslims a man 
cal) not will away more than one-third o( hh property, 
unless the heirs consent. So the heirs are protected 
to the extent of two-thirds of the estate. Now among 
the Hindus you can dispose off any self-acquired prv­
perty by Will. Bu t you can't dispose off joint family 
property. Now the joint family, though it encourages 
a fair amount of parasitism also acts as a protectic.n 
to its members. Is that going to be part of the Civil 
Code of the Muslims? Or take what happens in Eng­
land just now. Tilt recent Acts were passed, a man 
could leave all his property to his mistress. And the 
argument was that a man was free to do what he likeJ. 
After all if you give him the p ower to make a Will 
why not give the power to leave his estate to his mis­
tress and not his wife? But things have changed. 
And power is now given to the Court to direct that 
out of any estate, £ 8,000 must be given to the wife. 
If the man bas left about £20,000 and the Court 
feels that all 20,000 should be given to lhe wife, the 
Court is given the discret ion lo do so. Ts lhal going 
to be your Civil Code? 

So, instead of asking for the moon why not exer­
cise your undoubted powers of social reform and 
bring about a change by law? lt matters little whe­
ther Muslims, if they do not want a uniform Civil 
Code and prefer the restriction on Testamentary 
power they should be free to do so. 1 am quite sure 
that if chere wa!\ a satisfactory plebiscite that law can't 
be changcu. Sn I think that 1hc nm~L unfortunate 
pHrt of the .)ll t~ll /Jc,llhJ jud:;lll<'lll i"> th:ll :dthuugh it 

is 100 per cent right~it is incredible that lhc op­
posite should be argucd-lhi.! judges gratuitou~ ly wenl 
ou1 or their way to talk ol a uniform Ovil Code. H 
there is one principle th at i:, wd l settled jn Constitu­
tional Law it is that yull never tkcitk what is not 
necessary. But it is being done bcc:nusc judges lik·~ 
to say, "Oh well I <ull <Ill advanced thinker. we mu:-l 

have a uniform Civi l Code", Let him try to frame a 
uniform Civil Code. I have given you on ly one in­
stance, but I could give you many. 

So l think we oughL to oppose this Bill. That Bill 
will be open to the gravest chnllenge. And that chal­
lenge must succeed. This is because if a Hindu could 
be deprived of his power of marrying as many wives 
as he liked, if the join t family i deprived of its "right" 
to give women only starving m~intenance, by women 
being granted maintenance and now a share in pro­
perty on partition, surely, if all this can be done in 
the case of Hindus, by what process does any mem­
ber of the Muslim community say in respect of mm­
ters essentially social that the same changes can't be 
brought about? 

r personally feel that it is pre-eminentl y desirable 
that we keep passion and politics out of this discus­
sion. It is difficult. And it is difficult to resist cri~ 
ticising the Prime Minister for saying one thing at one 
time and saying another at another time. But I think 
it is much more satisfactory to believe in the power 
of reason and truth to get itself accepted. 

And if there is one example which I would like to 
give you of a man, one of the greatest in America, 
who in the midst of utmost provocation, corruption, 
corrupt colleagues, preserved his temper, it was Ab­
raham Lincoln. l n all his fight for the preservation pf 
the Union and the abolition of slavery, never did he 
abuse his opponents. He said: "Both read the same 
Bible and pray to the same God, and each invokes 
His aid against the other. The prayers of both can­
not be answered, those of neither have been answered 
fully." So T think that the power of reason ought not 
to be under-rated. And I kn ow for a fact that il' there 
is one thing my friend Masani believes in, it is in the 
power of reason and argument to get itself accepted. 
And l think if we keep away from inflammatory top!cs 
we are more likely to have our way than by insulling 
people who have it in thei r power to pass the law or 
not. 

Mr. Masani talks of the Supreme Court, as our last 
refuge. It is a little unfortunate th at he has done so. 
J-fe was right in saying that when iL came to preven­
tive detention nnd hab(~a.c: cOrfJIIS the fine~! hour wa <> 
reached by the Onmb:1y High Court ;1nd hy :Ill l!!.: 
High Courts in the country, Would he have l'cliecl 
on the Suprcn1c Court? lf he had, he would ha ve 
found a strange disill usion ment. If ever anybody lei 

us down it wns til l! Supreme Court. So, J think. let us 
llrst exhaust ordinary politic~~ l processe:.; let us rcnlel11-
bet that concili ation fc1iling, force re111ains, rorcc fail­
tng nothing remains. 
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Henry Derozio 
Firebrand of the Bengal Renaissance 

Padmini Menon 

TN THE history of the intellectual awakening in early 
19th century Bengal the majestic figure of Raja Ram­
mahan Ray rises like a peak. His achievements as 
cducarionis~. social and re/igiO/fS reformer have justly 
been praised. He was, without doubt, one of the 
greatest figures of his time. 

Not so well-known, however, is Henry Louis Vivian 
Derozio (1809-1831). An Eurasian poet, he esta­
blished Iris reputation for his poetry at a young t.we 
and while still a fad of seventeen he was invited to 
join the faculty of the Hindu College at Ca/cul/ct to 
(each English literature. He taught there for rmly 
about five years and a promising career come to e/ld 
because of his untimely death from cholera at the 
young age of twellfy-two. Within the brief span of his 
career as a teacher, he had a profound effect on hi.1 
students who ·formed a core of the "young Bengal'• as 
the followers of Derozio came to be called. 

Derozio's mind was cast in the mould of the social 
thought of the European Enlightenment. Scepticism , 
Secularism and nationalism were at the heart of hi,\ 
thinking. As a teacher, he taught his pupils to doubt 
all things and to accept nothing 011 Gllttlwrity. 
Derozio's teaching did not fall on stony soil. The 
condition of society in Bengal provided fertile ground 
for his revolutionary teaching. He roused a storm of 
opposition from the Hindu orthodoxy and Derozio was 
compelled to leave the college, ln this m·iicle. an at­
tempt is made to estimate the work of' tftis firebrand of 
the Bengal Renaissance. 

" .. . the length and breadth or the country was sub­
merged in clnrkncc;s. The symbolic ritualo.: nf id0l:tt 1 

ous praclices lwei sprentl from one corner or the land 
to the other ... The propertied Brahmins of Calcul1:1 
were caullou:. to maintain the proud posi tion or l)1 0ir 
caste ... " This description of Bengali Hindu Society, 
in the early 19th Century would hold true for the 
whole Of Tn clia. 'Though the British had rcrnttincd itl 

fn dia for mnny decades !11c proces:- or ncctllturatir•ll 

had not begu n. A few Indians who had come into 
contact with Western thought sought to inlroduce 
change. Jf there were some ]ike Rammohan Roy who 
introduced modernity in idea and thought through 
English education, there were others like Derozlo who 
adopted everything Western, be it Western clothes or 
Western thought. 

A literary journal in 1843, 12 years after Derozio's 
death, describes him. "In his dress he went to the 
extreme of foppery. He was like a woman fond ct 
gold and his person was adorned with a goodfy 
quantity of it. He never wore his hat and his hair w::ts 
parted from the middle. He was conspicuous for hi'i 
yellow-painted Stanhope and English horse and it was 
laughable to see him in the morning, spurred and 
booted to the knee, on a power[ul Arab, coursing the 
plain . The effect of his dress was increased by his 
diminutive stature .. , " But then a man is not to be 
measured by the richness of l1is dress, and this portrait 
does little justice to the mind of the man. T he 
"youngest and brightest stnr" that shone in tbe Hindu 
College firmament, Henry Derozio's role in the re­
volution of thought and idea that was sparked off in 
Bengal, in the 19th century, is definitive. 

Henry was born on 18 April, 1809 to Francis 
Derozio, a rich trader of Portuguese extraction and his 
wife Sophia, an English woman. In Drummond's 
Dharmatola Academy, one of the "private-schools" in 
Calcutta, where the Anglo-Indian students and tbe 
Indian students sat side by side, he Jearn! English, 
reading. writing and reckoning. Derozio's mind was 
ingrained witiJ David Hume's religious scepticism, 
Diderot's rationalism and Rousseau's democratic faith. 
.He grew up to encourage the same rationalism and 
scepticism in his students. 

The life and times o[ Dcrozio are closely linked with 
the history of the Hindu college as is the Renaissance 
in Bengal with that of the college. It was only in the 
lCJth Ce-ntury that tlw knowledge of English hegan to 
hl· culti vated not merely for commcrci:tl rurposes bu1 
ns a "medium of culture". Not only the young but even 
the cllk r 111e1nbers of Lhe Hindu orthodoxy express­
t:c.l their "anx ii)LJS desire" to ll:arn this new lnnf!tm,r;c. 
It C. M::tjtJmJar in Rrili~h l' nnmwtmfcy wul l 11dian 
R enai.I'Sl/IICc t c lis us tl wl 1 be whole process of esta­
hlic;hin ,l!. the college wac; set ill motion b\ ., Brahmin 
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of Calcutt:-~, one Bidyanatb Mukherjee. He either met 
or wrote to Sir Hyde East, the then Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court in Calcutta and informed him that 
many of the leading Hindus of the day were desirous 
of setting up an institution where their children would 
be given a liberal education. On 14th May, 1816, at 
the meeting called by Sir Hyde East at his resi­
dence more than 50 'respectable Hindus' gather­
ed and a sum of half a lakh rupees was collected to 
start the college. The meeting, Sir Hyde East tells us, 
"was composed o.f persons of various castes, all com­
bining for such a purpose, whom nothing else could 
nave brought together; whose children are to be 
taught, though not fed together." He further teUs us 
that "when they were about to depart, the head 
Pandit, in Lhe name of himself and others, said that 
they re.ioiced in having lived to see the day when litera­
ture (many parts of which had formerly been cultivat­
ed in their country with considerable success, but 
which were now nearly extinct) was about to be revi v­
ed with greater lustre and prospect of success than 
ever.'' 

Derozio joined the Hindu college in 1826. Prior 
to that he had worked in a clerical post with Messrs 
James Scott and Co. Destined not to count number5 
but to lisp in them, he soon found himself in Bhagal­
pur, working on his uncle's indigo plantation. It w~s 

here that his sensitive mind awoke to the beauty o( 
nature. A11d from his pen, as he watched the waters 
of the Ganga flow, flowed the earliest verses. Unde:· 
the pseudonym; J uvenis he became a regular contri­
butor to the India Gazette. (The poem Fakir of 
Jhungeera, based on a local legend attained much 
popularity). It must be mentioned here that some of 
the earliest nationalist poetry was written by him. 

He opined that it was in the best interests of East 
Indians to write and co-operate with the other native 
inhabitants of India. 

Derozio was only seventeen when he took up the 
offer of Assistant mastershjp at the Hindu college. 
The classroom dais was for him his pulpit. He spoke 
to his students about Voltaire, Locke, Bacon, Hume 
and Tom Paine. (An interesting story publi<ihed in a 
contemporary Bengali weekly attests that an Tndiai1 
book-seller got 100 copies of Tom Paine's Age of 
Rra\(1!1 which he ad,crli'ied fl'r <wlr tlf R~" 1 '' copy 
The demand wa~ c;(l great thnl he sold i1 ::ll Rs. 8 \'1 

copy. Soon after a pMt of this book wa~ translated 
ioiL) Bcng~li and pui.Jiished in a 13~ngali pap~r). The 
1h1rst t'or knowledge or Ymrn~ Ocngal could not he 
-.,l:1kcd. All cxpcricm:e. for tlrun, ha~ :m un h whcrc­
Hu o' gknt 11Cd th~t untravcllcd wPdd Der•1Zit) dre\\ 
his <>tudcnt~ "l ik e n magnet" around him. He did 
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what very few teachers can do today. He taught his 
students to think for themselves. The crux of mental 
action was "to live and die for truth." Assisted by 
his students he started a debating society, the Acade­
mlc Association. and a weekly magazine the 
flarrhenon. The doors of his house on Lower Cir­
cular Street were thrown open to visitors and students. 
Here they discussed topics ranging from free-will. 
free ordination, sacredness of truth to meanness of 
vice, attributes of God and female education. 

The immediate influence of Derozio's teachings was 
felt in the change in the attitude of hls students to­
wards Hindu religion and idolatry. Many of them 
showed their contempt for Hindu tradition by con­
suming meat and liquor. One of them was even rous­
ed to assert that 'if there was anything he hated from 
the bottom of his heart, it was Hinduism.' But these 
were to do only with the external trappings of a cul­
ture. The question we have to answer is whether 
Derozio did impart Mything more than the superficiali­
ties of a Western style of life 

R. C. MaJumdar has shown that Derozio's teachings 
did inRueoce his students in other ways too. Politi­
cally they were highly motivated. He illustrates it by 
quoting two incidents. On lOth December, 1830, 200 
persons attended the July Revolution celebration in 
the Town Hall. On another occasion, on Christmas 
Day of the same year the tricolour flag of the French 
Revolution was hoisted ou the monument. It was not 
difficult to guess by whom it was done. 

The Deroz.ians' consumption of beer and meat, their 
repeating of lines from the Wad instead of the mantras 
at prayer, a student's greeting of goddess Kali with a 
"good morning Madam". were soon to stoke opposition 
to the "vagabond firingis" as Derozio and his group 
were contempluously caJied. 

The management of the Hindu college succumbed 
to public pressures and forced Derozio to resign . 13ut 
the committee by a majority refused to pronounce 
Derozio as "a11 improper person to be entrusted with 
the education of youth''. In his resignation letter 
dated 25 April, 1831, Derozio stated that he was be­
ing dismissed unexamined and unheard , without even 
the mockery of a trial. 

In spite of his youth DcrO?in had oftentimes heard 
t h~ still ~:ld mu~i,· nr h11llli:llli ty llenfh hnd plagued 
his family. he had lost much or what he loved, yet he 
never lost hb cheerful demeanour. After his dismissal 
frum Hiullu college he louk up cuilorl>hip of The East 
lndwn. \ t 1hc 'iarrtl! t!me he comributed to The! 
Ca{f'/111(1 Ult'lllt _\ (;ll-;,t'/ lt .,,,. lnd1an M(/f!azi~~t' . Tire 
Calcww ,\/aga~inr. The Bengal /OitrtiCII. The Enquirer 
:1nd Tlw {{C'\[It'rtf'.. 
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The end came when he was only 22 years of age. 
In the winter of 183 I he died o{ cholera. On look­
ing back we realise that whether it was a Sidney of the 
19th Century or a Derozio of the early 19th Century 
they were not poets who Jived in ivory towers but men 
who stood in the whirl and madness of action. men of 
many parts. Henry Derozio cannot be dismissed as 
a mere nash in the night sk-y of 19th Century Bengal. 
He left behind a whole band of followers who hid be­
hind their extreme anglicism, their indulgence in meat 
and drinks and their irreligion, a fearless rationalism, 
a scepticim combined with a faith in democracy. 
Many of his students like Tarachand Chakraborti, 
Rasik-Krishna Mallik, Ramgopal Ghosh, Dakshina­
ranjan Mukhopadbyaya and Pearychand Mitra fought 
against police corruption, the unprotected status of the 
peasantry and the ambitious and domineering prie;;. 
thood. They advocated the freedom of the press, the 
protection of the ryot, and civil and social reform. 
As Kishorichand Mitra put it in 1861: "The youthful 
band of reformers who had been educated at tbr 
Hindoo college, like the top of the Kbanchangunga, 
were the first to catch and reflect the dawn .. .''. 

-Ms. PADMTNI MENON is a Research 
Assistant in the Timrs of lmliu library. 
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Theory and Practice 
Darius Cooper 

MR. KAPOOR is Mr. Average. He is a middle-aged, 
lower-middle-class citizen of a large lodian city. He 
pays his taxes; he tries to stay within the word of the 
law; he prides himself with being "a litrle" honest; he 
is a fairly hardworking mao; his immediate family, 
thei r well-being and their security, take up all his timr;: 
aod leave him little for any other pursuits. Mr. Kapoor 
is not particularly intelligent nor exceptionally brave. 
He is intimidated if confronted with violence and 
goondaism. A world of thugs is not the place he i~ 
cut out for-when he dreams, he thinks that it \vould 
be 'nice' to have a world that is cleaner than it is to­
dny, more honest, and thus easier for him to live in 
But, years of experience have convinced him that the 
ideal is also the impossible. Mr. Kapoor smiles cym­
cally when he hears of 'anti-corruption' drives; but, 
secretly, he wishes that there is something to them. 
The thoughts in his mind are something like: "J 
know that it's probably nothing but a public relations 
stunt~ but . .. but let's hope that some good does come 
out of it . .. let's hope that there's some small help in 
dcaoing up things a bit. 

It is the thesis or this article that Mr. Kapoor is vety 
often mistaken, ft i~· true thut anti-corruption urive'i 
do bring about closer correspondence between written 
and practiced law. But, the average man does not 
always stand to gain by this. And, paradoxically, Mr. 
Kapoor (our average citizen) may find himself better 
off voting for a government that had no intention ol 
keeping to their promises. He must hope for a politi­
cal party th:1t i~ 1101 seriou~ about what it Bays. 

The .9aradox is the result of a very simple principle: 
the harder you push for a bad thing, the more of the 
bad thing you're likely to get. Put more formally: 
actions are the result of motivations acting within the 
context of a certain theory (i.e. accepted knowledge); 
and a high motivation in the context of an incorrect 
theory may (and most often will) lead to effects that 
are in contradiction to the original goals (motivations). 
You want you r actions to yield certain results-these 
are your 'motivations'. You believe in some theory 
:~bClut reulitv tbnt tells \ 'Oll what tvoc of nction wou ld 
l~ad tn thn~c end.. . 'fhc stronger your motivation. th•· 
mme thorottghly will you lry to npply your theory. II 
l\\ o men hold n thcor) that is in uccon.Jnnec 11 ilh 
tc llity. then the nne who li\CS. up to the theory better 
''ill hr lliiH·~ '-lll:CL'~,rut in adtieving his goal. On thr 
Plh~· ' hand. if t110 nwn lt~dd :1 thc(lry thnt jo; incorret•t 
it tht•\ hclievl' that a l't'rt:lin at:t will h::tcl In a p;qli 

cular goal when, in [act, it does lead to just th~.­

opposite,.-then. the one who is more steadfast will find 
his ends less and Jess [ulfilled. 

Tn the realm o( politicaJ science and economics, thi· 
translates ns follows: Every economic or political 
policy that is mooted is cJaimed to lead to certain ends 
that arc beneficial. For example, smuggling is punish­
able by law in order to maintain the spirit of the 
statutes prohibiting the free import and export of goods. 
These statutes are, in turn, based upon (a) the econo· 
mic doctrine that control of import/export is essenti31 

for the economic well-being of a country like ours; (h l 
the political doctrine that it is within the legitima 
power of the government to so control the lives of j, 

citizens. 
As ume for a moment that either (or both) of these. 

is not trut'. Assume that, on the olbe( band, (a) free 
trade is the best for the country; (b) the government 
has not got the right to so regulate tbe lives of it cili· 
zens. Given this scenario, the harder it is to smuggle 
the worse it will be for the nation. Any anti-smuggl 
ing drive will necessarily lead to a more serious slate 
of affairs. 

The <trgumi.!nl for smuggling can be extended to 
other rei;Jtcd areas, for example, the blackmarki.!t. 
The blackmarkeL is a market that comes into being in 
a situation of rrice control. R emember: the key is 
con trol of price, not scarcity of the goods per sc. 
Movie tkkets are sold on the blackmarket because 
people are willing to pay a hig.her price for the enter­
tainment they offer thrm the govemment is willing to 
allow the movie hall owners lo receive. Tt is dubious 
what advantage accrues from allowing a parasite 
population of blackmarketeers to flourish and to keep 
the money that is rightfully that of the hall owner. In 
some countries, notably the communjst ones, even 
food and clothes are sold on the blackmarket. With· 
out that source of supply, people would not be able to 
get the bare neccessities that they demand. Like the 
blackmarket. blackmoney too has its plus points. l t 
can be supported on the political ground that the go\'­
crnment mu~ l not uncl11h tax ito; rcopk lt c::~n hc­
. upportcd on the economic ar~ument thnt heavy taxes 
arc <1 disincentive to growth. Similarly, governmental 
<.:orrurtion cun be seen a!:> a sa[ety valve tltal allows 
people 10 get around the restrictive laws. In this way, 
we may !W on :uld 011 anwin,!! about the- ad1•nntngc<; 
that accrue (10111 variou~ iiiCf,al act ~. 

'fh i1' ::~ r1 ic!.: dnec; not pretend r n argue- 1 he righ tnes5 
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or wrongness of any particular statute (lhough lhe 
writer's views arc obvious). ll docs try to higbligbt 
that many Jaws ~rc accepted unthinkingly by most 
people, ~nd that this can be dangerous. Mr. Kapoor. 
the average man, does not begin to think of the right­
ness of the various laws to which he nllows himself to 
bt! subjected. lie act with resignation toward con­
temporary statutes: almost as though he were still 
living the role of a subject l'iNH'i,,· a monarch's edicls. 
Mr. Kapoor will seldom be able to tell you whut 
exactly is wrong with smuggling, the bl ack market, 
black money, etc. He will nol be able to exrlaio the 
precise usefulness of the variou~ regulatory acts that 
control the actions of people. He suffers from a lack 
of intellectual foundation with regard to the ideas that 
he lhoughtlesssty accepts as true. 

When one desires an end. one must ruthlessly and 
carefuJiy investigate how it can be achieved. Tf one 
accepts a false theory by default (by allowing some­
one else to do your thinking) then one must needs run 
into error. In fields like politics, morality and econo­
mics, which affect every living moment of a man so 
closely, judgement must be one's own. Else one is 
bound to end up striving for ends desparately but 
finding that just the opposite results ensue. 

Anti-corruption drives and 'cleaning-up' campaign.; 

must therefore be viewed in the context of the la\vs 
that they seck to enforce. H the &l:lt uic:, <'re bad, en­
forcing them will simply worsen matters. Yet, no 
honest man likes the iJea of brc:•J..iug the law. The 
cc.rrcc.t rc!.pon~c i ~ to chanl!e the law and to make it 
more moral and unrc~tricti,e. A government has an 
cxccuLi\e function in that it must enforce the law. But, 
we must not let this prevent us from £CHing to the root 
of the mutter: viz., the lcgi.,lativc role. Jn a counu y 
like ou rs bogged down for so long by countless restric­
tive statutes, the legislative aspect takes on primary 
importance. 

The lirst thing the government ought to do is to 
amend the statutes rapidly to bring the written law 
closer to the principles or freedom and individual 
rights. Anti-corruption measures that seek to enfor~ 
old laws are indicative of honesty. But misguided 
honesty can often be dangerous. Yet, because of th~ 
honesty involved. we cannot fully criticize such mea­
sures. Instead, we must make the government see th::tt 
they an.: often counter-productive, anrl that lhe real 
goal should be the enactment of proper laws. Th~ 
focus of any protest must b\! aimed at the laws them­
seh·es-lhose we must seek to change for the better. 

-DARIUS COOPER is a student of 
LU.I .. Colcuun. 
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Prize Winning Essay 

We the Inheritors 
The India of Tomorrow 

Rena Noronha 
"'AT THE stroke of mid11ight, when Lhe whole world 
JS asleep, India awakens to a new life .. . '' declared 
Jawabarlal Nehru from the ramparts of the Red Fort, 
on U1al eventful day of out tryst wilh destiny. That 
was the day when India shattered her shackles an:.l 
emerged a free, independent nation; the day the dream 
of our elders culminated into a reality; the clay we in­
herited our own land from the British. With drops of 
sweat and blood shed profusely, emerged a new nation 
as a torch bearer to the rest of the world engaged in 
a never ending struggle to overthow .imperialism. The 
)deals of Jiberty, justice, equality and fraternity pro­
fessed by our national leaders, created an awareness 
even among the illiterate masses of Jndia tbat had been 
inspired by the never ceasing efforts during the free­
dom struggle. Thousands of Jives had been sacrificed 
to lay the foundation o[ a free India and so the task 
of building a national edifice was but the supreme need 
of the hour. 

lndia is a land of diverse cultures and the birthplace 
of many civilisations. lt has cradled many warriors, 
administrators, scientists, astronomers and monarcbs, 
aU of whom have played a vital rote in evolving a new 
India. The village artisans and craftsmen had mould­
ed the very existence of the rural Indian life. The 
vast country with its rich natural resources was bestow­
ed upon us by Mother Nature. 

At tltis juncture 'the youth of the nation awakened 
to face a new reality, a life of challenges and hard­
work in order to lead the country to a better future. 
All the eiTorts of our great leaders were not to be in 
vain. We the inheritors had to put before us cleaa 
cut ideas and channelise our energies and resources 
towards the path of progress aod prosperity. The 
unfinished task at that juncture had to be completed. 
A total revolution bad to be brought about in the 
social, economic and political life of our country. 
India had to '-eep pace with the rest ol' the civilised 
world. 

If we were to look al today through tomorrow';; 
eyes, ,,,c wcwlu disco\'cr Ll ~<tl the tide of ti tnc has to· 
day brought u~ i_nt11 the most momentous phase in the 
h i ~to1y of Jnnnan civilio;ation. The dcci'>iOn') maclc 
and the action~ taken today would be unquesti0n:1bl~ 
crucial in !!Uidino the course of our destinies and thr. 

... 1:' 

destiny of humankind. 

We are just past the Orwellian year o( the 'Big 
Brother'. Are the negative Utopias of Orwell and 
Huxley merely the predictions of doom and disaster 
awaiting us, or are they warning bells sounded by men 
of vision? Already a great part of the world is shroud­
ed by the clouds of totalitariarism similar to the chill· 
ing scenario presented by Orwell. Problems of hunger 
and poverty pervade two-thirds of the globe. Nuclear 
weapons are being piled up in a most alarming fashion 
and the war games have now been expanded into space 
as well. Thoughts of exercising the nuclear option 
are increasingly being voiced, taking mankind to the 
brink of annihilation many times over. The world is 
nowhere near a just and equitable economic order and 
human rights in many countries are being most 
blatantly violated. In India itself the smoulding em­
bers of the Punjab inferno have not had time to die 
down before another conflagration broke out in 
Gujarut. One Prime Minister was laid down by 
bullets and a thousand other Uves were lost in the 
violent aftermathe, scarring the mi r1ds and bodies of a 
multitode of people. These are sor.ne of the grim 
and depressing realities of the present. 

Wbere do we go from here? Are we going to allow 
ourselves to remain precariously tottering on the pre­
cipice? To let fuddled minds decide our fates? This 
is the time of reckoning. This is the time for U1e 
awakening of youtb. The youth of today is going to 
be the hope for the future. ll is going to hold the 
reins of power tomorrow and our hopes and aspira­
tions are resting upon their young shoulders. Whut 
are its responsibilities and tbe goals it must set for 
itself? These are questions upon which we must 
ponder deeply. 

First and foremost, the exuberence of youth must 
be chatmelised towards the attainment of universal 
human freedom and dignity. This would require in­
culcating a crusading zeal and a spirit of sacrifice. 
\\1 ithin uur own country, the backwardnesli and eX­
ploitation of miiUons of people is a grim reality. Wt:. 
must :.~wake in them n consciousness of their rights. 
Erad ication of lite custc system and it's concomitant 
incqnnli1ie<~ mu.;l be one of the aim <> of the youth . 
Tlll'St: "ent iments should be inculcated in to the young 
so that the fetters of social backwardness can be cast 
aw:1y within the sp<1n of the next few generations. 
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This can be achieved only by means of education. 
The new education policy should be job-oriented. 

So far the educated man found himself at the cross­
roads of life, wondering which path to follow. There 
was no basic training by which he could start a career 
for himself. The end of the term should enable him 
to make use of the knowledge and skill acquired io 
the educational institutions. Vocational training 
should enable the youth to contribute their might to­
wards the technological advancement of the nation. 

We are in an age when scientific and technological 
developments can lead to an alleviation of human 
suffering. The age of computers will bring about radi­
cal changes in every sphere of life. The human brain, 
which is the best computer, should in it's quest for 
knowledge, strive to attain maximum benefits from 
man-made machjnes. Man's quest of science has 
opened new vistas to the modern youth. The space 
research programmes have given a new dimension to 
the technological spectrum. 

Unfort~narely, a great proportion o[ our resources 
are being utilised for tbe expansion of war machines. 
One must engender a climate of peace so that the 
fruifs of science can be harnessed for the benefit ot 
humanity. Nuclear energy utilised for peaceful pur­
poses can be a boon to mankind. The youth should 
come into lhe forefronl to achieve this task of dis-

armament. There is already considerable awarcnes~ 
of tbjs in the west and youth movements like the 
Greepeace movement have gathered considerable sup­

port among the people. 
Coming to the ubiquitous problem of corruption 

and religious discord within the country, the yot1U1 
can form vigilance commitLees to expose the venalities 
of corrupt officials and bureaucrats. Where there ar(' 
signs of communal disharmony, peace committees 
can be formed at local levels to promote religious 
amity. Before the malaise of drug addiction poisous 
our society, youth movements can come forward to 
fight this menace. 

India bas a ri.ch cultura1 heritage. In the gallop to­
wards the lwenty-first century) one must not lose sight 
of our traditions. A perception of our history among 
the youth should prevent the futur~ generations from 
losing their balance and becoming bewildered automa­
tons dependent upon mazes of machines and com­
puters. It is perhaps apt that in this, the 'Interoatiooal 
Year of the Youth' that a youlhful and dynamic leader­
ship under our new Prime Minister has emerged to 

guide the destiny of our millions. A new season <.'f 
hope has been heralded and an atmosphere of opti­
mism prevails within the country. 

Ms. Renl\ Noronhn is n student of JCL College, New Bombay 
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What Neutrality Means to a Leninist 
Peter Sager 

THiS IS what the Soviet Communist Party leader, 
Mikhail Oorbachov, said when be arrived in Geneva on 
November 18, 1985 to meet President Reagan: "The 
remarkable contribution o( Switzerland to the develop· 
ment of international relations was without doubt madr 
easier by its self-chosen permanent neutrality. The 
Soviet Union has always recognised this status and will 
continue to do so". 

Tbis remark by Gorbachov, transmitted by radio and 
television around the world, has aroused a new interest 
in the Soviet concept of neutrality, just as happened 
thirty years ago at the conclusion of the Austrian State 
Treaty. At that time, a declaration by the Austrian 
Government that it would follow a policy of "neutrality 
on the Swiss pattern" was internationally confirmed and 
recognised. 

The fact that Switzerland's neutrallty bas allowed it 
to make a remarkable contribution Lo the development 
of international relations is true beyond a doubt. But 
how does this neutrality fit in with the Marxist-Leninisl 
doctriJle of the class struggle and with global revolu·· 
tionary development? 

To describe the real Soviet attitude to neutrality, we 
have to go back to Leuin1 particularly since he spent 
several periods of his liie in Switzerland: he lived from 
April J903 to November 1905 and from January to 

December 1908 in Geneva, from September 1914 to 
January 1916 in Berne, and from January 1916 to 
February 1917 in Zurich. From his bases in Switzer­
land, he visited social-democratic con(erences in dif­
(erent countries. 

The con\ iction of both Marx and Lenin that the 
victory o[ socialist revolution was unavoidabic 
throughout the world does not need to be proved here. 
There is enough documentation on this subject to fill a 
series of libraries. But I would like to bring out a 
useful quotation which shows that, although Lenin 
was indeed convinced of the final victory of socialism, 
he dic.l not exclude the idea that this victory could be 
reached by several rends. Jn a brocltm·c written in 
Zu1\dt m. U~.:tuber J ~I o, called 1~A Caricature of 
Marxism", he wrolc: "All nations will arrive at so­
t•inlism-t11i~ is inevitable, hut ~I I will do o in 1Hll 

cxnclly the same way, each will conlribute something 
uf its own .. .'' Out in spite of lhcsc diiTcrcnces it j<: 

also c\c.ar tn Lenin th:1t tile rl'\llll!tion will <.iw;.ay. h<tVC 
to be brought abolll by [orce. 

For, also in O~.:tober J 9 J 6, he wrote in an article 011 

"The ·Disarmament' Slogan": ''Disarmament is the 
ideal of socialism. There will be no wars in socialist 
society; consequently, disarmament will be achieved. 
But whoever expects that sociaUsm will be achieved 
without a socialist revolution and the dictatorship of 
the proletariat is not a socialist. Dictatorship is stare 
power based directly on violence. And in the twen 
tieth century-as in the age o( civilisation generally­
violence means neither a fist nor a club, but troops. 
To put 'disarmament' in the programme is tantamount 
to making the general declaration : We are opposed 
to the use of arms. There is as little Marxism in this 
as there would be if we were to say: We are opposed 
to violence!" 

Quite apa-t (rom the question of violence, however, 
we have here the picture of two parties to a conffict, 
in which one of the parties wins. This does not leave 
any room at all for neutrality. 

In January 1917, Lenin, replied to four articles 
published in the Zurich newspaper, "Volksrecht", bj 
Hermann Greulich in a work to be known as ''Twelve 
Brie( Theses". He wrote this in German, and it was 
published as a reply to Greulich in the "Volksrecht" 
on Jaouary 31st and February 1st 1917. ln tbis re­
sponse, Lenin wrote: ·'Greulich states in his second 
article: 'For Switzerland, neutrality and defence of 
the fatherland are identical, Whoever rejects defence 
of the fatherland endangers neutrality. One must ap­
preciate th at'. Two modest questions to Comrade 
Greulich. First, shouldn't one appreciate the fact 
that faith in proclamations of neutrality and inLeJl(ions 
to maintain it in the present war is tantamount not 
only to blind (aitb in one's own 'boUJgeois government' 
and other 'bourgeois governments', but is si1nply 
absurd? Second, shouldn't one realise that in reality 
the position is as follows'? Whoever in this war ac· 
cepts defence of the fatherland becomes an accomplice 
of his 'own' national bottrgeoi ic, wh ich, in Switzer­
land too, is a thoroughly imperialist bourgeoisie, sine:! 
it is fin ancially tied to the Great Powers and is involv­
ed 111 1111pcriali~t wotld 110liliL-s. Whoever in this war 
n.:ject~ defence of the fatherland destroys the pro­
letariat'" f:1it h in the bourgeoisie and helps the i•lter­
naliLinal proklariat wu~e il-; struggle against the 
lhlllr!,!Cnio;IL"' domi n<~tion · •. 

Apatl frnn1 ill\ liknll 111eaning.. this quot<1ti<'" de­
lilonstrates the spirit in which Le11ir1 r<;gardcd the 
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politics of the country whicb had gi ven him shelter for 
so long. He expressed himself even more freely in a 
piece which was not published in the Swiss press, 
written in November 1916. and entitled "Tasks ot 
Left Zimmerwaldists"', referring to the social-demo­
cratic conference which bad been held in Ziromerwalcf, 
near Berne, in September 1915. In a chapter on "The 
Lmmecliate Tasks of Party Propaganda, Agitation and 
Organisation", he wrote: To influence broader 
masses, the party must organise more systematic 
publication o( leaflets for free distribution. These 
shou1d explain to the masses that the revolutionary 
proletariat is fighting for the socialist trans[ormatio.l 
of Switzerland, whlch is necessary for and in the in­
terests of ninetenths of tbe population . .. More at­
tention and effort must be devoted to propaganda 
among the rural workers, agricultural labourers anJ 
day-labourers, and also among the poor section of the 
peasants. . . The party should demand of its parlia­
mentary representatives .. . that they utilise their parti· 
cularly advantageous political position, not for idle 
reformist parliamentary talk, which naturally only 
bores tbe workers and rouses their suspicion, but for 
propaganda for the socialist revolution among the 
most backward strata of the proletariat and semi-pro­
letariat in urban1 and particularly rural, areas. . . A 
tmth most strikingly confirmed by the war should be 
brought home to the masses, namely, that so-called 
'neutrality' is bourgeois deception or hypocrisy, that iu 
fact it means passive submission to the bourgeoisie". 

In l1is "Farewell Letter to the Swiss Workers" in 
April 1917, Lenin used these words: "Comrades, 
Swiss workers: Leaving Switzerland for Russia, to 
continue revolutionary-intecnatiqnalist activity in our 
country, we, members of the Russian Social-Demo­
cratic Labour Party . . . wish to convey to you our 
frate rnal greeUngs and expression of our profound 
comradely gratitude [or your comradely treatment ol 
the emigres". The letter ends: "Tramformation of 
the imperialist war into civil war is becoming a fact. 
Long live the proletarian revolution tbat is beginning 
in Europe!' 

For Lenin there could be only two social systems 
and two ideologies. As early as 1902, in this book 
"What is to be done?", he said: '"Since there can be 
no taiJ.. of <111 imlcpeHdent ideology formulated by th~ 

worl,ing masse:; themselves in the process of tllei1 
movement, the o11fy choice is-either bourgeois or 
socialist ideology. There. is no mjddle course (for 
man has not created a 'th ird' ideology .. . " 

The first countries Ia be (I{Tercd :pe rmanent neutra­
lity by the Soviet Union were the Bail ie states of 

Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. This was in 1920. 
Latvia was not interested in the suggestion, while 
Estonia and Lithuani a, though interested, failed to 
receive the necessary guarantees from the Western 
powers. The project failed. 

Things were differen t in Georgia, which was far ol.lt­
sitlc lbe sphere of influence of the Western power:-i 
The Soviet leaders did not hesitate for a moment. 111 

192 1, they attacked Georgia, abolished the legal gov­
ernment and annexed the coun try, even though they 
had previously promised to respect its independence. 
'The Soviet invasion of Poland in 1939, and tbe an­
nexation of the Baltic republics in the following year 
are other examples of gross violations of valid non­
aggression treaties. 

The events in Eastern Europe at the end of tbe 
Second World War illustrate the Soviet habit of adapt­
ing words and meanings according to political needs. 
When Moscow forced Communist regimes on Eastern 
Europe, the description was in terms of "helping'' 
these "peoples" in their struggle against "reaction". 
The Soviet leaders spoke of "the class struggle" and 
"revolution" There is seldom a mention of normal 
international or interstate relations. 

On tbe other hand, in 1952 the Soviet Union pro­
posed the neutralisation of Germany. This was in 
response to the fact that in July 195 J the Western 
powers had declared the state of war with Germany 
to be at an end and had proposed in September of the 
same year that "a democratic Gennany" should be­
come a member of the proposed European Defence 
Community. The Soviet proposal for a neutral Ger­
many came up against the Western insistence that a 
united German Government could only be formed 
after free elections. while the Soviet Union wanted the 
elections only after the event. 

The conclusion of the AllStrian State Treaty in 1955 
was certainly bound up with the intention of tl1e 
Soviets to Ond a framework in which neutrality also 
for Germany could later be established. 

But the attitude of the Soviet Union towards 
Hungary was entirely differe~1t when on November 1st 
1956 Prime Minister Jmre Nagy declared his country 
to be neutral. This has been described as the last 
straw which brought about the invasion; but the 
troops were already on their way. Probably the de-
larothm or ncutrulit) "u~ a last dcspcratl: attempt on 

tJ1e part of Hungary to obluin a status similar to that 
of Austria. When the final Soviet <ttlack took place 
on November 4th both the Soviet spokesnum and Janos 
Kadar. the head of the newly f0m1ed puppet govern­
ment.. used only Marxist-Leninist termi nology: the 
Soviet troops were '' <1' ing Hungary from a counter-
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revolution''. The concept of "international relation!l'' 
was entirely ignored. 

Soviet milil:lC) interventions are usually billed as aid 
to a threatened "people" for the defence of their re­
volution. Thus, Viktor Chebrikov, a member of 1hc 
Soviet Politburo and head of the KGB, said in his 
speech for the last anniversary or the October Revolu­
tion: .. The peoples (of Nicaragua and Afghanistan) 
are obliged to defend their revolutions against imperia­
list mercenaries in armed st ruggle. . . The freedom­
loving people of this and other countries which nr~ 
fighting for independence and progress can be certain 
of our true and constant solidarity". 

I t sometimes happens that circumstance and plac'; 
force Soviet spokesmen to be more discreet. In his 
speech to the UN General Assembly on September 24th 
last year, the Soviet Foreign Minister, Eduard Shcvar­
dnadze, declared : "11 is necesc;ary an particular that 
all should re<:ognisc the right or the Af~han people tn 
live their lives according to their own wishes". 

The conclusion is unavoidable: according Lo Soviet 
doctrine, neutrality is simply one alternative to mem· 
bership of NATO. Jn this sense, neutrality must be 
seen 'vith one eye on military advantage. Thus, the 
Austrian State Treaty had the effect that in an emer-
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gency NATO troops <.:ould no longer be stationed on 
the line, Munich-Inn bruck-Verona. 

But as soon a'l a Communio;t country show a ten­
dency town rd-. neutrality (or is suspected of such a 
tendency, as in the case of CzechosiO\·akia in 1968) . 
then there i no longer talk of "international and in­
terstate relations'', and only the ideological terminn­
log) or the ct., strug!!le is used. 

Jt sometime~ happens, however, that tactical con­
siderations dlctute a patient attitude. This was also 
foreseen by Lenin, in his Mny 1918 brochure "'Left­
Wing' Childishness and the Petty-Bourgeois Menta · 
lity'': " It is in our interest to do aJI that is possible, 
to take advantage of the slightest opportunity, to post­
pone the decisive battle until the moment .. . the rl!­
volutionary workers· contingents have united in n 
single great international army". 

It is throu~th this elas that we may see Gorbachov's 
respect for S;,iss nc~trality and his reference to "inter­
national relations''. The time has not yet come for 
Switzerland and its permanent , armed neutrality to be 
judged according to the terminology of the Marxist­
Leninist doctrine. 

With Best 

Compliments 

From: 

The Navsari Cotton & Silk Mills Ltd. 

Specialised in the Manufacture of 

POL YSTER BLENDED FABRICS 

SHffiTING-SUITING, LONG CLOTH & ROTARY PRINTS 

• 
Regd. Office : 

Nariman Bhavan, Nariman Point, 
BOMBAY-400 021 



Financing the Soviet Union 
Roger W. Robinson Jr. 

HASN'T IT struck most Western policy makers as 
odd that the Soviet Union, with a total annual hard­
currency income of only about $32 billion from all 
sources (including arms sales), can sustain a global 
empire? More specifically, how does the U.S.S.R. sup­
port such a vast array of third-country commitments 
-many of which must be financed by hard currency­
with annual earnings equivalent to about one-third 
of Exxon's annual revenue for 1985? Untied and 
unobserved Western financial flows to tJ1e Warsaw 
Pact countries are, in my view, a principal avenue by 
which the West contributes to the Soviet Union's abi­
lity to maintain and expand its costly global commit­
ments. 

In his novel "The Honorable School-boy," John 
LeCarre offered some sound advice concerning finan­
cial flows to potential adversaries, which was embo­
died in three words : "Follow the money." That i 
exactly what I recommend we do. 

In tlliS connection, l've often been curious why I' ve 
never seen a security-oriented cash-flow analysis of 
the U.S.S.R.-a page divided down the middle with 
"sources" of bard currency on the left side (for ex­
ample, oil and naturalgas exports and the sales of 
arms, gold, diamonds, etc.) and ''uses" of hard cur­
rency on the right side (such as imports from the 
West, technology theft, the underwriting of client 
stutes, KGB operatiC'lllS 3nd other expenditures). My 
u\\ n guess 1s that a detailed security cash flow analysis 
of this kind would show a formidable annual hard­
currency shortfall that presumably bas to be financed 
through Western borrowings. 

Decl ining Soviet oil production and plummeting 
prices for both oil and natural gas--which constitute 
approximately two-thirds of the U.S.S.R.'s total nn­
nual hard-currency earning,~ structure-should result 
in an even more active Soviet presence on the world 
credit mnrketc; thnn the roughly $4.5 billion in new 
credit<: nhserved in 19R5. The fact is that the level of 
Soviet indebtedness remained largely unchanged bet­
ween Jn~ ami 1984 even though the U.S.S.R.'s barcl­
nrrrcncy needs apparent ly grew significantly. T believe 
thi~ di-.t·rcnancy can he, at ll'ast in part, explained bv 
stthJit :lllti:~l So\'ict reliunc~ on a t'Hiter hidden borrow­
inc 'nlrrce in Westen1 finanl'iul market~. 

This less visible borrowing activity takes place in 
the vast and amorphous interbank mnrket where the 
Soviet Uni011 has been a major player for many yeurs. 
The interbank market is global in scope and bas been 
formed by the established practice among the world's 
banks of depositing cash with one another to facilitate 
the efficient flow of funds and to earn income on ex­
cess cash. 

Prior to concluding an interbank transaction, the 
bank offering the funds will check the credit Jimit for 
the particular bank taking the funds, as well as th.! 
"country exposure limit" for the country in which the 
bank is based. It is not in all cases standard practice 
to check the "country exposure limit'' for tbe cou ntr:v 
(such as the Soviet Union) that may own the "taking'' 
baok. 

The six Soviet-owned banks located in the West, 
along with their branches, have been major benefi­
ciaries of this global flow of interbank funds. The 
largest Soviet-owned banks in the West include Ban­
que Commerciale pour !'Europe du Nord, or Euro­
bank, in Paris. Moscow Narodny Bank, London 
(which often serv~s as the coordinating point for 
other Soviet bankjng institutions in the West), and 
Ost-West. Hande1sbank in Frankfurt. Other 100% 
Soviet-owned banking institutions are in Luxembourg, 
Zurich and Vienna. The Soviets go to some 'lengths 
to obscure their complete ownersh ip of these institu­
tions. For exarnple, these banks arc incorporated un­
der the laws of the countries in which they are based, 
have foreign nationals in management positions, have 
what appear to be a diverse group or shareholders, 
and even maintain ofliccs in Moscow thnt are similar 
to those of Western banks. 

These Soviet banks engage in other banking acti­
vities outside the interbank market and even place 
some of their own deposits with major Western banb. 
This does not, however, oiTset the enormous advant­
age to the Soviets of having access to this kind of 
oven:ized reserve checking account at an interest rate 
that is substantially below the U.S. prime ratt! ami 
that can be used at their sole discretion. Similar to a 
cash-reserve hank line lo bridge <;hurtnge of cash in 
a regular checking m;count, interbank deposits pro­
\'idc lhe Soviet-: with needed liquidity on the mar!!in 
to meet their prc~'ing t:.a~h rntuircmcnts. Access to 
these Western dcpoc;ils al<:o permits the Soviets lo 
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avoid more expensive and visible forms of Western 
financing. After all, why should the U.S.S.R. step up 
its modest use of bankers' acceptances or go more 
often to the syndicated loan market when it can tnp 
a largely invisible pool of Western deposits at interest 
rates well below U.S. prime? 

It is very difficult to estjmatc the precise amoum 
of such Western funds on deposit with the Soviet 
Bank for Foreign Trade, the Comecon banks, the 
State Bank of the U.S.S.R., and Soviet-owned banks 
in the West. Nevertheless, us the Soviets maintain cor­
respondent banking relations with virtually every siz­
able banking jnstitution in the world, a ball-park esti­
mate of Western deposits with Soviet-owned banks in 
the West would be roughly $5 billion. 1 would esti­
mate that several billion dollars more in Western de­
posi ts have been attracted directly by the Soviet Bank 
for Foreign Trade and the Comecon banks. Indivi­
dual East European banks also enjoy the same favor­
able access to this untied, low-cost financing source. 
Although these deposits mu t eventually be repaid, 
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similar to loans, they still represent a major rcscrvorr 
of cheap money. 

1 am not arguing for the discontinuation of inter­
bank activity with the U.S.S.R.-only that specific 
information be developed on the amounts and the 
proper use and rnaLUrity of such deposits. 

We simply cannot avert ou r eyes from those finan­
cial practices that are potentially harmful to the West's 
long-term securi ty interests; nor can we sidestep the 
need to develop a more comprehensive picture of how 
the Soviet Union funds itself and its global activitks. 

Finally, it is imperative that we successfully come 
to terms with the enormous contribution the West is 
making to Lhe economic and financial vitality of the 
Soviet Union and its client states. 

Mr. Robinson is president of RWR Inc., a Washington­
based con~ul ti ng firm . This article is adapted from a 
talk given to the Heritage Foundation ;md publi~hed iJ1 
The Asian WalL Street Journal. 
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Adivasi Kala Mahotsava 
S. I. Clerk 

OVER THE YEARS the Indian National Theatre 
R~search Centre For The Performing Folk Arts are 
doing some sterling work in the research and the docu­
ml!ntation of the folk and tribal performing nrts ol 
Maharashtra and Gujarat. They also periodically 
organize relevant performancesj seminars/ demonstra 
lions. Thus, from February l to 4 this year they 
organized the Maharashtra Adivast Kala Mahotsava tn 

Baba Amte's complex at Anandvan, Warora (some 80 
kms., from Nagpur) . It involved some 600 tribals, 
sixty scholars and 25 journalists/ critics. The Mahot­
sava consisted of seminars in the mornings, demon­
strations in the afternoons and actual performances a: 
nights. 

The tribals involved were Goods, Warlis, Ghorpads, 
Dhemsas, Ghusadis, Kolams, BhHias, Thakurs, etc. , 
from Thane, Pune, Dhule, Amaravati, Parbhani, Oad­
chiroli, Yavatmal, Nasik, Nanded, Aurangabad and 
Jalgaon districts. While the performances provided 
the most vivid visuals, the seminars and the demon­
strations provided an interesting background to some 
significant understandnig of the yet alive tri bal art 
forms of our State. Jivya ·Soma's demonstration one 
afternoon of how Warlis paint their paintings covered 
to an extent the tine art fac t as well. 

The performances were no entertainment per se 
and, in all probability, would be a total flop on the 
sophisticated urban stage. However, they had an 
academic value in that they pre-e.mioently revealed 
their present status-how much of the traditions art.! 

still retained, how the modern way of life is affecting 
them. 

On an immediate level, the performances we!·c 
marked by vigorous rhythm ic movements, 'elementary' 
musical instruments, exotic costumes, an utter abandon, 
the least stage consciousness or fright. The creeping 
modern inlluences could be observed in Gandhi cap~ . 
vests, shorts, saris, blouses, mention of Indira Gandhi's 
name in one performance, et a!. Defore the traditional 
folk arts get totally lost, they must be scient.il"ically 
clncumcnlcd and nne i., glad thtll INT is clning '>Oil'C 

rc:1 lly constructive work in this context. 
It is not possible here even to list out lhe severo! 

performances th at took place <.luring the four J1ights. 
However, some or the highlights were Kahalyaclta 
Naac!l by a group oC Warlis from Thane; Morga Naaclt 
by W<lrli women from Thane: Dhemsa by Goods and 
Koknis; Ghortmd by Koknis; Dongardev by Koknis 

and Thakars; Tipri from Dhule; Bharu from Pune; 
T amaslza by Thakars from Pune; Gop by Thakurs; 
Gau Bahadlwni Natyo by Kolam; Gorul Patang by 
Madias; Gau Panchayati Natak; Rela Nritya; Gondi 
Nrirya; Parai Nrityn. Of particular interest, a number 
o( dances bad strong innuences of the R'asa and Garba 
of Gujarat. 

Moving away from the performances, the morning 
seminars had some highly specialized scholars as parli· 
cipants such as Dr. Prabhake~r Mande, Prof. Rajabbau 
Deshpande, Dr. Deogavkar, Dr. (Smt.) Deogavkar, 
Dr. Sudam J ~Ldh<'lv, Dr. Madhykar Wakode and Anam 
Rao Bophankar. The topics covered the various 
facets of the A dil'asis such as their art and culture, 
dance, costumes, musical instruments, deities, dialects 
and economic development. Needless to add that 
li vely discussions followed the relevant papers. The 
sem.ioars were presided over by Prof. Deogarkar. The 
afternoon demonstrations had Warli paintings, Madia 
handicrafts~ musical instruments and dances. 

Altogether these (our days at Anandvan were well 
spent. They offered some direct visual experiences ot 
our rich tribal culture. Here was a great dance/ 
theatre experience in the raw away from the sophisti­
cated and/ or off-beat stage. It was o:E special signi­
ficance when one remembers that tribal fine and per­
forming arts are never meant for entertainment per se 
but form a very vital part of their festivals, celebra­
tions, prayers and daily life. Art in tribal culture is 
no mere decoration or ornament and the artist is not 
a special person in their society. Art must serve religi­
ous, social and communal purpose in the tribal society 
which also refuses to recognise individual talent as 
such. All activities must be group activities. The 
Maharashtra Adivasi Kala Mahotsava at Anandvan 
made one once again aware of some of these f~cets of 
tribal culture. 

One hopes the INT will continue their periodical 
presentations of our folk and tribal performing fine 
arts. They are very valunble for anthropologists, 
scholars, the theatre people and the average man. 

This festival at Annndvan was jointly presented by 
tile Maharogi Seva S:1111iti ( Qf Baba Amte) an<.l th!:! 
Indian National The:llre Research Centre For The 
Performing Folk Arts and was sponsored by Hindustan 
Lever Limited- a very welcome instance of enlighten­
ed mt patronage by an fndustrial House. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

CONCJLIUM-SUlCIO£ AND THE R IGHT TO 
DIE edited by 1. Pohier and D. Micth, Edinburgh; T. 
& T. O ark Limilcd; pp. 109; £3.75. 

THE CONClLlUM is a conglomeration of articles 
dealing with the changing experience of our relation­
ship with death brought about by socio-cultural modi­
fications and a tremendous ndvancemenr in medical 
sciences calling for a renewed Jiscussion on the right 
of the individual to have full authority over his own 
Jife and death so that he may die with dignity. 

The book deals with two kinds of death: Suicide 
and Euthanasia. 

Suicidal acts are o[ multi-factoral origin, and raise 
many basic moral, sociological and psychological 
questions. Suicide is not just an individual but a 
social phenomenon. Emile Durkhejm's analysis 
claims that suicide varies in inverse proportion to the 
degree of individual imegration. A person commits 
suicide jn a state of isolation. fn some of the cases the 
person contemplating suicide reveals a social disorder 
and calls for recoJJstruction of social ties which may 
be the intense expression of a will to live. 

Tbe question we have to ask is if this approach 
cannot be replaced. Tbe book allows us to under­
stand suicide as a logical step which an individual finds 
to resolve a problem. It is no longer sufficient 10 say 
that people take their owo lives out of distress, decep­
tion, loneliness and so on. I t shows that people also 
kill themselves in order to change a state of things and 
to achieve a solution to a problem. Suicide loses 
something of its mystery because it appears as a logi­
cal soluti.oo. And it is no longer possible to associate 
it exclusively with depression or with any state of 
weakness. Campaigners for the freedom to take one's 
own life are not arguing that this group of pathological 
people who doubtless need medical help should be 
given tbis right. They are concerned with those who 
knowingly and willingly administer death to them­
selves and understnnd it as a free act. Suicide can 
neither be commended nor forbidden morally. The 
proliferation of modem medical resources has resu lted 
in confusion about whether these resources should 
always &e employed, and if su, \\hat t:ritena should 
determine their use. 

AtcNding to Madnmc P:tula Cauc!lnRs-Pisier. the 
factor leading to the appeurancc of various Socil!l ics 
internationally dealing with the Right to Die is the 
problem faced by the doctor and the p:.~tient sufTc.ring 
from terminal phases o[ ntortal <.liscases. ln countries 
where legislation i particularly strict on doctors who 
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agree to their patients' demands, legislation is required 
to guarantee against possible legal proceedings 
Whether active or passive, should euthnmtsi:' be prac­
tised in a particular ctlSC is " medical problem. It i), 
not a question o( whether the person who is permitted 
to die is valuable bat \\-hether continued physical life 
is valuable for him or her. The shifl has occured at 
me level of relieving suffering. The Declaration Ci' ' 
Euthanasia of the congregation for tbe doctrine of the 
faith exceeds its own biological usefulness and can be· 
come so severe as to cause the desire to remove it :·11 
any cost. 

It is further reflected in the following words of Pop: 
Pius XII and Pope John Paul JI us quoted by Concenz 
~or Dying, an Educational Council in New York, 
U.S.A. Said Pope Pius XJJ : "The removal of pain 
and consciousness by means llf drugs when medical 
reasons suggest it is permitted by religion and moralit) 
to both doctor and patient even if the use of drugs will 
shorten life". 

And Pope John Paul is quoted as saying: 
''When inevitable death is imminent in spite of the! 

means used it is permitted in conscience to take the 
decision to refuse forms of treatment that would only 
secure a precarious and burdensome prolongation ot 
Jjfe so long as the normal care due to the sick perso'l 
in similar cases is not interrupted''. 

Death is good for those individuals for whom physi· 
cal life is irreversibly deprived o( the potential for 
meaningful human relationships even at a minimal 
level. Thus, if discontinuance of all types of life sup­
port measures is in the best interest of the patient, such 
course of action does appear to be justjfied. 

It would be a good move on the part of Christian 
ethics not to treat any act as absolutely and univcrsnll) 
good or bad in itself in an abstract sense, but to in · 
quire into its t·ontext. the possibilities available to the:­
person who did it, not its circumstances hut what i ~ 

signified deep down. 
- Ishwar Behl 

'l'HE TROUBLE MAKERS: DISSENT OVEI~ 
FOREIGN POLICY 1792-1939 hy A. J. P. Tnylof': 
Pengujn nooks; pp. 200. 

READI NG English history is an lllc\h,IU!-otihlc :;(lliiC.! 

of enjoyment. Many books ahuu1 long 11r brieC period~ 
have been accepted as clns:;ics~ wmks of literary 
power of gre.l! charm Wilh u wi<.lc :t!ld lasting nppc~l. 
The English tradition of \\ell-uitten hi!>tUr) has been 
carried down lo our own time. 

The book under review dc<ll~ with dissent over 
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British foreign policy. 1t takes up the period between 
1792-1939. It is divided into six chapters and con­
tains the Ford lcciUres on English history given by tht 
author early in 1956. The Dissenters had always 
played an im!)Ortant pan in domestic British politics. 
Professor Taylor emphasises their role in foreign 
policy as well. 

Personal factors did much to determine British 
policy. The British nation has been a divided nation. 
Dissent is not to be confused with the party arguments 
betwe-en Liberals and Conservatives. The Dissenters 
were Radica ls, not good party men who merely wanted 
an alternative government. The aim of the Dissenter') 
in 1876 was to capture the Libcrnl Party through the 
instrumentality of Gladstone, rather than to overthrow 
the Conservative government. According to the 
author the Dissenter's foreign policy was a conspiracy, 
'conducted behind the backs of the People' ( p. 97) . 
lt started with jealousy of the Foreign Office. 

The Dissenters did not discriminate between lhe 
professional diplomatists and 'the governing class'. 
They held that the party leaders had made a compact 
to keep foreign aJTairs free from democratic interference. 
The 'governing class's' foreign policy was io the Radi­
cal view, "essentially aggressive and selfish" (p. 99). 
All Radicals held that only the governing classes bene­
fited from foreign policy. Foreign affairs provided the 
aristocracy with jobs. 

It was Imperialism which produced the change. J 11 

the later years of the I 9th century British history was 
punctuated hy petty and major wars outside Europe­
Egypt in 1882 and afterwards, Angra Peguena in 
1884, Spain in 1893, the Kruger telegram in J 896, 
Fashoda in 1898. the Boer war in 1899. The balance 
of power seemed forgotten. Financiers provided the 
driving force in foreign policy. The Boer war was u 
capitalist \\ar. Just after the Boer war a galaxy ot 
dissenting writers of literary distinction viz., J. A. 
Hobson, Norman Angell, H. N. Brailsford, Lowes 
Dickinson put the discussion on foreign policy on ?.n 

elevated plane. 
According to the author the Dissenters challengeJ 

the immediate as well as the remoter causes of the 
Great War. Opposition to the war recovered its moral 
force after the Bolshevik Revolution. Defore 1917 
the Dissenter' had hecn sane nntl rational. but they 
had been hall ling ngain~t the moral current. The 
Russian revolution, the Austrian peace offer and finally 
the publica tion hy the DolshcviJ,.s or the su-calleJ 
secret treaties, branded the supporters or the war as 
cynical and imperiali st. Even Wilson's Fourteen 
Points, in the view of the author, <.lid not restore the 
moral superiority of the war-makers; for the British 
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and even more the French government were accused 
of planning to evade them-an accusation which swell­
ed during the actual peace-making later. 

The twenty years of peace from 19 18 to 1939 began 
with an attempt to adopt the machinery of interna­
tional relations to what was commonly, though no1 
universally, regarded ns a great change in its functions. 
Some thought that defects in the system of diplomacy 
were to blame for the occurence of war; others beUev· 
cd that modern industry and transport had linked th~ 
different purls of the world so intimately and the wa1 
had drawn their mutual dependence so close that they 
needed a new center of negot iation if not of govern· 
ment. The League o( Nations grew from compro­
mises between these and other conflicting opinions. In 
operation it inevi tably moved from compromise to 
compromise. 

Taylor's book is fascinating hi tory and an indis­
pensable guide to the understanding of historical roo! ~ 

of British foreign policy. 

-B. N. Mebrish 

THE ECO-VOTE: PEOPLE'S REPRESENTA· 
TIVES ANO GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT by Digvijay 
Sinh; Prentice Hall of fndin; 1985; pp. 144. 

ENViRONMENTAL conserva tion is an idea which 
boasts of u long and chequered history with its roots 
going back to the earliest human societies. However, 
lhe dominant tradition prevailing in the West and foist­
ed upon the East by the colonial link has been con­
cerned with the !tubjugution nnd control of nature. 
Thus, material progres~ 10 the West was wrested ou1 
of the environment indiscriminately without any 
thought given to the imhalance created in the sur­
rounding eco-system. Th is state of affairs continued 
as long as mankind was employed in simple agrarian 
and animal-rearing pursui ts assured by a plentiful 
supply of land and nat ural resources. The onslaught 
of industrialization destroyed the age-old harmony be­
tween man and nature hy creating varied and insistent 
demands for water, raw mate rials, and waste disposal 
facilitic~; which ~;orcly tc.;tcd thr cnvironmt'nt's carry­
ing capacity. Totl:ly, the culmin.ttion nf that trend, 
charncterized by widesp1ead air and wa ter pollution. 
:..c:w.;ity of uaturnl 11:.,ou r~es :Hid defo l ia tion~ has con­
fron ted ou r planet with the pm:sibility of resource 
dcplctiou. And in spite of tlu.: worldwide consensus 
on the need to protect the clivi ron men t. the ecology 
movement has faced nn uphill st ruggle because many 
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nations do not wish ro limil their economic growtli 
within the accepted parameters. 

Digvijay Sinh considers himself amply qualified to 
discuss the ecological crises facing the world becau!;e 
he had personally witnessed the disappearance of v:tst 
natural assets in the State of Wankaner in Gujarat 
during his formative years. BesidtS his illustrious 
family background, Sinh can vaunt his experience 
gained during his tenure as Union Deputy Minister for 
Environmenr. He is the holder of a Masters' Degree 
from the University of Cambridg.e which achievemen: 
has sharpened his perceptions on the nature of the 
environmental problems confronting humanity. How­
ever, Sinh is less of a writer than a polemicist because 
his work is meant to arouse the sleeping public and its 
elected representatives through slogans, frequent repeti­
tion and fervent appeals. Nevertheless, he succeeds 
in outlining a highly subjective scheme to halt further 
depradations on the global environment. · 

Digvijay Sinh points out that all human activity is 
grounded in selfishness and shorl-tenri gain. Humaa 
society is interested in fighting poverty, curbing crim.::, 
and reducing consumption because these pursuits serve 
its own ends. The environmental movement is the 
only concern that surpasses immediate gain and nar­
row self-interest. Man is only one part of the eco· 
system and he has no right to dominate the environ­
ment because other Living species have just as much 
right to survive and breed. By monopolizing natur31 
resources, man has alienated himself from his natural 
habit and committed a great injustice upon other 
living species. With the gradual depletion of his re­
source base, man is pushing against the limits set b,Y 

nature and tbe 1'spacesllip'' Earth. 

In tracing the background o£ the ecology movement, 
Sinh describes the first sustained ciTort to draw global 
attention to the problems of the environment which 
resulted in the United Nations Conference on Human 
Environment held in Stockholm in 1972. With a re­
presentation of nearly one hundred and thirteen coun­
tries (including India), tllis .conference highlighted the 
divergent concerns of the developing versus the deve­
loped co11ntries. While most developing nations were 
more concerned about the problems of disease, hunger, 
and mere surviva1, they lent a willing ear to the en­
vm.>tuncn tnl i:.~u~::. wi~ed <~l the Conference. An 
Action Plan was drawn up and the 5tb of June was 
dcclareJ as World Environment Duy. Shortly thcre­
nfter. the establishment of the United Nations Envhon­
mcni Program (U EP) wa · successfully put to vote 
in the U.N. General Asscmhly :1 nd Nair'ohi wns select­
ed as its headquarters. Other U.N. age.ncics that soon 
took part in the ecology movement ioduuc.u UNESCO. 
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FAO, WHO, and UNFPA. The Stockholm Confer­
ence also resulted in grass roots activism by nOll­
governmental organizations which role was soon ofli­
cially recognized. 

Digvjjay Sinh's work is an appeal to all parliamen­
tarians to become more aware and be involved in eco-
1ogicnl matters. Only legislators can develop the 
political will to popularize conservation and actively 
engage the masses in the protection of scarce flora and 
fauna. The highlight of his book is an imaginary con~ 
versation between a legislator and his constituent 
where the former succeeds in persuading the latter to 
abandon the practice of felling trees and breeding n 
large family. Sinh expects, somewhat naively, that all 
legislators will emulate his imaginary hero and take up 
rhe challenge to defend their countdes' natural wealth. 
His message is succintly phrased in a few lines. 

" If a political p:-trty is not comn:Utted Lo environ­
mental issues, the least it can do is to refrain from 
making concessions and compromising with en~ 

vironrnental policies and programs .... 
Environmental issues are national issues and not 

negotiable by any political party. . . . This is the 
message for the enlightened legislators of tomorrow.' ' 

-Kamal Wadbwa 

OUR PEOPLE: OUR POLITICS (in Telugu) by 
Y elamanchi.li Sivaji; Cbetana Publications, Guntur 
A.P; pp. 800; Rs. 150. 

DR. YELAMANCHIL1 SlVAJI in his collection of 
articles on a number of social, political and economic 
issues appropri(.ltely titled "Our People: Our Politics," 
discusses a wide ranging variety of issues, from 'th.! 
city buses of Guntur' at one end of the spectrum to 
'the rape of Czechoslovakia' and 'Centre-State rela­
tions' at the other. 

Dr. Sivaji has the uncanny knack o[ organising his 
material in such a way that he docs not miss the woods 
for the trees. Even while taking care of detail, the 
overall picture presented by him is not lost on the 
reackr. Dr. Sivaji is nt hi .;; he<:l whrn he 111rn' challv 
in rre~cnting his views which he dt>es of1en enough. 

Discussing nearly 170 topics runnir1g to nboul 800 
printed pages is in it:o:d( truly staggering. nut wh<! ll 
you consider the arnnunl of horne work and rese:rrch 
that must have gone into the sh:1ping ~lf the articles, 
you car1 appreciate the hard work that has gQne into 
[lroducing this volume. 
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Introducing the book Dr. Sivaji does not mince 
words when he says that in gelling to know things, in 
annlysing matters :mel understanding them in propc!r 
perspective the common ruu of people are indeed 
nhead of the professionnl politicians. 

P. G. Wodehouse in one of his novels referring to a 
character says rather derogatorily, 'there is religion in 
him'. Tn most politicians and political analysts of 
today one would find either the religion of the kind 
that Wodehouse mentioned or an utterly despicable 
opportunism. Both arc dangerous trends which, il 
nol curbed, would soon reach a point of no return in 
polluting the political, soda! and economic ecology oi' 
the nation. 

Going tluough the series of articles one finds that 
Dr. Sivaji has neit11er the 'religion' nor the opportun· 
i(m refe rred to above. He gives the feeling t11at he hns 
• 11 oren mind and can easily tolerate <~n opposi:tc poinl 
of view. Under the broad headine 'Emergency' Dr. 
Siv3ji has discused his arrest and release. While nar· 
rating the events of those days he tries to analyse and 
look at them from the outside like u surgeon at an 
operating table. Even though J1imself victim the:-e 
is neither ntncour nor any residuary illwill. This is 
ul.so evident when one reaus, 'Bansilal in court'. 

Towards the end of the collection in an article entitl­
ed "Then and Now' Dr. Sivaji discusses the general 
atmosphere that pre' ailed during the days of the free~ 
dom movement and thai which prevails today. 

Dr. Sivaji bewails that in the politicul situation in 
India today, appreciating the goodness of the other 
has become a rure commodity. Even if one find~> 
points for admiration in a rare case, there are other 
who immediately choose to denigrnte by alleging 
'undesirable' qualities. 

One cannot agree with Dr. Sivaji more and one i~ 

reminded of Guntzada's lines in <1 poem that 'the 
demon of jealousy has eaten into the vitals of our 
nation' and we lo5t the quality of appreciating another 
by sheer disuse of the faculty. 

This reviewer docs not see eye to eye with Dr. Sivhji 
on a few of the topics discussed by him. Even thc11 
one cannot but admire the ring of sincerity anJ 
honesty that comes out loud and dear. He bas nlso 
no use for outright and unbridled condemnation. 

Another impression that one gets after going through 
the book is the tenor of robust optimism tbat marb 
its pages. 

-M. S)•maJa Rav 

Integrated rural __ develo 

That is 
where our future lies. 

~Jyoti Ltd. Vadodara 
Sbaping technologies for a better life -your lire. 

evMilSt/82/JY 2S I 
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THE NEHRUS: MOTfLAL AND JAW AHAR­
LAL by B. ~- Nanda; Oxford University Press, New 
Delhi; Pp. 357; Rs. 70. 

THE JNDIAN NAT10NAL CONGRESS was a 
hundred years old last December; its centennial cele­
brations which began on May 6 also happened to be 
the birth anniversary of Pandit Motilal Nehru who was 
a key figure in the national freedom movement in the 
nineteen twentie-s. A biography of such an important 
personality by Shri B. R. Nanda was first published by 
George Allen & Unwin Ltd., in 1961, at the time ol 
his birth centenary. The book under review is a re­
print. 

It is a two-in-one biography because the autho1 
while going through the original sources including 
Motilal's own papers found it impossible to understand 
and interpret Motilal's life without dealing in detail 
with the ideas and activities of his sou. Thus while 
describing the father, the son is also described ar,d 
hence the title. Motilal occupied a place next to 
Gandhiji in India's political history in the early twen­
ties;. his son proved even greater than him by his 
achievements during the latter's life-time and ultima· 
tely becoming Gandhiji's heir. The story of the Nehru 
family is closely linked with the story of the Indiao 
National Congress, it runs parallel to the latter and at 
times gets merged into it. 

The author narrates vividly the birth of the India•1 
National Congress, the split in tbe party betweeu 
Moderates and Extremists, the Home Rule Movement, 
the Punjab tragedy and Motilal's fateful plunge into 
the national movement. So also Motilal's role as tht' 
opposition leader in the Central Legislative Assembly 
aocl Jawaharlal's evolution as a cbampion of indepen­
dent India. The political clashes and emotional bonds 
between father and son are described graphically. And 
in doing this the author gives a very coherent, incisive 
and gripping survey of India's political history for 
seventy years from ~1861 to 1931. 

Analyzing the careers of both father and son the 
author writes that both played <U1d occupied diff~rent 
roles in tbe national freedom struggle. But their lives 
were inter-linked with each other in such ~ wdy that 
one influenced the other. ln spite of their differences. 
there was an emotional bond belwce.n them. 

l' uitltll tg I•Ut the cont1a -,t u~l\HJCII t~IJ(· Itl lltc ddtllot 
wr ites: --. . . Lheir temperamental and iuLeJlet:tual dil­
l'crences we re already apparen t. Moti lal was practi­
·:d, confident. optimist ic; J:maharlnl was acadclllic, i n­

t rllspcdiH~. dillideJll, Mt,tilal s.1w 1h..: W('ild ns it W:t)' 
wi t l t ~HII dll) illusion:;: Jawah:1rl:tl had .1 k'lltkm:y tl'· 

'' ards nbst r:, .:tit) tl, n <li ~p~)~i ti <1ll to '\c.~~ '' 'llwpc fur 
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life from within himself. Motilal's reading was 
utilitarian, usually related to the job in hand: he had 
one of the largest private libraries of law books in 
India. To Jawaharlal reading was not only an ex­
quisite pleasure, but a key to those immeasurable 
realms of knowledge the existence of which he daily 
perceived; his intellectual appetite was insatiable" 
(pp. 118-119). These difference in tum made t11r 
political partnership between the lwo more remark­
able. 

The greatest quality of Motilal, according to 
Gandhiji, was "Love of his son" and bis love for the 
country was "derived from his love for Jawaharlal, . 
He bad no ambition other than for his son and his 
son's ambitions were for the country. It was this 
"love of his son" which ultimately urged MotjJaJ, be­
sides many other factors, to give up in 1920 bis legal 
practice and all the luxuries for the national cause. 
This in turn became a symbol of political sacrifice in 
lbe eyes of the Indian public. He contributed a grea! 
deal to the national movement as he had many things 
to offer. He was a true secularist in his outlook as be 
was a product of intermingling of AJyan, Moghul 
and European cultures. He was a great padiamen­
tarian, and he, with his Swaraj P arty, laid the founda­
tion of the representative form of government in India . 

The book js mainly based on the study of original 
aod unpublished sources, the Nehru family papers, 
confidential oflkial records, the Gandhi and Sapm 
papers. The author was the Director of the Nehru 
Museum aud Library for seveml years and this was in 
an ideal position Lo do so. The book makes interest­
ing reading especially for students of modern IndiAn 
history and politics for its simple and lucid lunguagc, 
for clarity and detailed information. Fine printing, 
an attractive gel-up and the moderate price are other 
pJus r oiots of the book. 

-Kunjbala Modi 

In <1 11 <.~ rtil.:h: l lll h 11W lndiit an<l ( ltin a .m. tal.. i t ,~ tu 
lh'- v.tp i l u li~t ruad. 1l1l! L~ullulltll l luHh m:my positive 
.\ign:; Lor India's fulut ~ economic growth. Among 
them i<> the fact th;tt " India now has n prime minister 
who Jailed lo gel a degree ~ll Carnbridg~ and was not 
Chairman t)f 1hc l o~:<~ l Fnbiap Soc i .:t~ ··. 
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T HE SOUTH-WEST MON 00 liAS WITH· 
ORA\'\"N. A FIRST YOLUMJ:: OF SO~NETS by 
Thomas Ga); Writer\ Work.'ihop, Calcutla; Pp. 45; 
Rs. 40 (Hardback) R~. 25 (Ficxiback). 

THOUGH WRITTEN most ly \\lthin the last tlecut.c 
~nd a half, the sonnet~ in th is book muin tain H dis­
tance from the <:h:tr:tctcristic obscurity of much 
modern verse. If they disappoint it is because they 
Jack the complex themes and attitude~ "hich have en· 
riched the literary life of the twentieth century. 

Mr. Gay"s collection is light-weight. The first thing 
one notices on read ing it is the familiar Indian world 
from which the material is drawn. "The Retrea1. 
Ahmedabad." ·· Politician··. " Wedding'· and severa l 
others express feelings and describe scllings \\ hich are 
commonplace from the Indian readers point of view. 

Born in England ( 1905 ), Gay ha Jh·ed in India fo1 
over fifty years, and has made himself at home here. 
He has written stories, articles and book reviews for 
various Jndian newspapers <md magazines. The note 
on him informs us that ''He has translated books and 
poems from Mar:llhi ... " 

Taken collectively, the poems make persistent use 
of nostalgia. The feeling of loss is often intense, as 
in "Mourning the Loved One" but surprisingly opti­
mistic io the book's title poem. 

Notable in these sonnets is the poet's allitude W 
Indian women. They <He seen as martyrs. I quott: 
from "Wedding". 

"Thi ._., i .... her Day ol l).ty,, Sh~ ~i ts-hll'" fair' 
Jn rich brm::tdcd san's hcnvy billow!., Red J..wn­
kum in the porting of her hair, Checks red at the 
whispered teasing or her fclluw.; .. 

And this is how it all ends: 

"At last-the Accident, the toppled stove, The 
screaming torch, the murdered Suicide?'' 

The lover. and husb:wds in the c poems arc either 
violent men or fnilurcs. 

Cia\ lcwc• "'rll•'lt .r:al vi1•<Htl and till' f<,rnwlitte<; n l 
vcr'\c-maling Unlnll unotcly. hi, \\'Niwn i<.. hcyond 
rescue. II is an.:haic and out of tuuc with the poeu ~ 
as well m. the pluM: of uur ti me. 

' 'Know yt'U whnt means it to grow old" 

And 

''Look nol lu \\hat till..·~ ·H. d,,nc. t hc~>c m~n 1 m.tcl ; .. 
are two example' or Gil\ ·, outdated l angu~tge. 

There h a degree of soda I t:onsciousness in Gay·.., 
sonnets. ··conqueror' ' . "Po\erty" and ··Two Women·· 
are cffecti\'c comment'> nn lndtan realities. The poet 
is indifferent 10 \ t} lc and sophic;tication, and want) 
to get his message directly, without ru.,.,. so to speak 
"Conqueror'' is about the ambition-; of a single indivi · 
dual which turns million-. into cannnn-fodder. 

"Great Conqueror! If you had not been born , 
How many men had lived!" 

" Two Women'' focus!\e. on the callous behaviour ol 
the rich to the poor. 

Gay's sonnets may be admired only for their sense 
of involvement with :llld closcnc s 10 our e\'eryda} 
experience . 

I 

-Deepika Maurya 
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WOMEN IN POVERTY: TYRANNY OF THE 
HOUSEHOLD. Edited by Devaki Jain and Ninnaht 
8annerji; Shakti Books; New Delhi; 1985; Pp. 17R; • 
Rs. 125. 

THIS book is a collection of twelve essays on women 
in indigent households where there is a constanL battle 
for survival due to insufftcient resources and conse­
quently where women and femnle children remain neg­
lected. This of course is in contrnts to middle class 
[amities. The essays are divided into four parts, /'the 
first dealing with inequalities and handicaps within the 
households, the second with women in employment, 
the third with the labour market and the household 
and the last with the problems o( collecting reli able 
data on women's activities in these households. 

The lirst two essays in part one are the findings or 
a survey done in the villages of West Bengal and 
Bangladesh respectively. They point out the sex-wi~.c 
inequalities within a household in beallh-care and in 
access to individual consumption; they reveal that the1·e 
is an in-built bias in the cultural values of the famili e;; 
and that even general welfare schemes like the land 
reforms programme introduced in Kuchli do not alter 
the intra-family sex bias in nutrition. The third paper 
demonstrates that women as a whole engage in back­
breaking labour in scrounging for the fas t disapearlng 
energy resources, which on the one hand heavily tell -; 
upon their health. Out al the same time they have 
very little access to nutritionally valuable food, these 
being gobbled up by the other sex. There is a crying 
need for emphasizing these to be made available to 
them in any grand framework for development. The 
last paper analyses households where women ure th::: 
heads of families and indisputably agrees that these 
are dogged by J1andicaps in their quest for resourcl'S 
for their very bone survival. 

The two studies in part two dealing with women 
belonging to the Scheduled Castes and Tribes and 
women in employment in the districts of Karnataka 
respectively, indicate bow National and State pro­
grammes for economic development for the backward 
classes and regions do not benefit the women of the 
groups concerned for whom they are intended. Mm.t 
of them arc unaware of the existing programmes. 
Th~ 1\H> p<tpt:r~ iu part tha ~..:c t.kal with tit ~:: w:h. •1t 

of sex-wise discrimination in the labour markcl. ThCli: 
are variationc; acn)ss regions in the field of ag_ricultu Jr! 
and these arise because of agricul tural variations in 
taboos on women's work. Al:;o the estim ation Cl!' 
their domestic work and its \'aluc t~nds lil inllucnct: 
their worth in the labour market as welt. 

We need more of scientifically organised inform;! -
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Lion regarding the activities of women ; this we need 
urgently and part four concentrates on methodological 
problems relating to the co1le~;1ion of data on women. 
A paper in this section points out that the work done 
by women ( <lb ·ol utely vital but atways unpaid) in tl~e 
homes for the benefit of its members is not listed at 
all as work done. And this in the very Census and 
National Sample Survey (N .S.S.) inquiries! In this 
respect the N .S.S. has a more inclusive list of acti­
vities-but even J1cre only those activities that have 
an exchange or market value qualify to be included as 
work, neglecting their valuable contribution to the 
national well-being. This evidently is the result of a 
built-in bias in our social values. 

The book is indeed valuable in as much as jt LhrO\VS 
light on the inadequate recognition and low evaluation 
of women's role which becomes the chieC cause for 
the gender-based inequality exercised in poor house~ 
holds. 

The paper!:' in parl four suggest alternative methods 
of data collection for evaluation of women's work and 
help break the barriers of perceptions and attitudes 
that have aided the enhancement of women's discri· 
mination. The book deserves a prominent pluce in 
the literature on Women's Studies. 

-Rosbeh Bilimoria 
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FREEDOM FIRST FOUNDATION 
Freedom. with social responsibility and the rule of law. Is the foundation of civilisation and a 
precondition for social and cultural progress. Few people however. hove an adequate idea 
and understanding of the meaning and value of freedom and its implicotiononday-to-day 
life. Generally. freedom is taken to mean merely the absence of restrictions of whatever one 
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efforts of voluntary organisations specifically dedicated to the promotion of these values. A 
long-term programme of sound popular education in the meaning, implications and respon­
sibilities of freedom In all Its dspects is necessary. 

These considerations. and the desire to make efforts in that direction. have prompted the 
establishment of the Freedom First Foundation as a non-partisan. eduoational. charitable 
Trust for the promotion of these values and ideals. The Foundation will organise lectures. semi­
nars. study classes. and other educative and cultural activities. and will publish and/or sub­
sidise the publication of periodicals. books and pamphlets. for the promotion of these a ims 
and objectives. 

We appeal to all those who are committed to freedom. democracy and an open society 
to support the Foundation by sending dono lions and cvnh il>ullons lu lhEt co1pus of lht:: Four•­
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From Political Liberalism 
to Liberal Humanism 
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- R. Srinivasan 

in Public Life - R.M. Lala 
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Dimensions 
Populism in .f11dian Politics 

I 

-C. D. Narasimhaiah 

- Padma Srinivasan 
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- Cushrow Irani 

- Adi H. Doctor 
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