


Nachiketa Publications Limited

5 Kasturi Buildings, J. Tata Road,
Bombay 400 020,

A STATESMAN ENTERPRISE

Books for all bookshelves and budgets:

Rs.

Bihar Shows the Way by S. K. Datta-Ray 10/-
D. M. K. in Power by P. Spratt 6/-
Education in the Fourth Plan by J. P. Naik 6/-
Gandhi and the American Scene by C. Seshachari 6/-
Glimpses of Old Calcutta by R R. Chowdhury 33/-
German Scholars On India—Vol. I 30/-
Indira's India: A Political Notebook by S. Nihal Singh 12/-
The Career Of the Secondary School Teacher

in Poona by P. Kale 9/-
Under the Indian Sky by A. Chanda 6/-
Writings and Speeches Of Sir Syed Ahmed Khan by S. Mohammad 12/-
What Price A Free Press? ed. V. V. John and A. B. Shuh 4/-

Also available from:

THE STATESMAN LIMITED

Statesman House, Statesman House,
Connaught Circus, - Chowringhee Square,
New Delhi 110 001 Calcutta 700 001

Fagun Mauosion
26 Commander-In-Chief Rd.
Madras 600105

— . g P — i -




April 1986

No. 389
Price Rs, 5 I}BG
A Quarterly of Liberal Ideas
Fuunder: Editors: Dcar Friend:
Minoo Mfasani 5. V. Raju Yet another Humanist and Liberal, Jamshed Wadia

R. Srinivasan

Associate Editor: Conlribu,ing  Editoy:

Jehangir Patel Geeta Doclor

Advisory Board:
Adam Adil
Sumant Bankeshwar

S. I Clerk
Arvind Deshpande

S, Al A, Pinlg
Nitin Rowt
Abe Solomon

Nissim Ezekie]
Aziz Madni

Cover picture:

Ashley Teilis

Courtesy; The Reek

In this Issue:

). B. II. Wadia—A Humanist Par Excellence
D. B. Karnik 5

The Role of the Police
K. F. Rustomji 7

New Structures for the World Economy—
The Indian Perspective

P. R. Brahmananda 9
The Blasani Viewpoint 15

Wilt Kerala Go the Communist Way?
Babu Joseph 19

Sharing the Firancial Cake
Marina Pinto 23

Personal Laws and the Shah Bano Casc
Kamila Tyabji. Minoo Masani, H. M, Scervai 29

Profiles of Indian Liherals—FHenry Derozio

Pucdmini Meoon 37

pussed uway in Bombay on Janvary 4. He was for
many years 2 member of the Execulive Board of the
Democratic Research Service and along with Mr. V. B.
Karnik an Honorary Sccretary of the Indian Com-
mittee for Cultural Freedom. Though he professed
atheism, he was, if we may use the phrase, one of
God's pood men, May his sou! rest in peace,
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memory.
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course of evenls was possible, The Congress decided
to lemporise and passed a resolution in Bombay on
Yth August 1942 offering conditional support to the
Allies.  The words ‘Quit India’ were not used in the
resolution at all, Suddenly the government decided
1o arresy Gandhiji and all the Working Committee
members and that set the match to a conflagration
which nobody eould control. Mobs of diflerent types
tock over. The hatred that had banked upon boin
sides preciuded any calm thinking. It was India in
anger—the very toundations of the country were
shaken by the intensity of the frecdom demand,

Calcutta  (1946)—direct action was launched by
the Muslim League and that night of long knives
which made Wavell feel that Hindu and Muslim could
never live together—was the precursor of Pakistar.
Then Noakhali (East Bengal) and its revenge——riot-
ing against Muslims in Bihar, horrible in the extreme,
followed by organized rioting to throw the Hindus out
of Lahore, Multan, Rawalpindi and to appropriate their
praoperties; and then more rioting to make the rc-
juctant Pathans accept Pakistan by setling fire to Dera
Ismail Khan Hazara and Bannu by groups of hired
agents,

Deespite all the efforts of leaders on both sides,
Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs were driven out from their
homes afier the partition even from Delhi and Lahore,
and their houses, factories and fields captured by gangs
of ruffians. An uncontrollable communal frenzy
gripped the land, Then came masssacre upon mas-
sacre. The mobs had taken over northern India and
they dictated the transformation of both countries, It
was only the deeply embedded secularism of Gandhiji,
and his martyrdom that saved us from an irretrievable
disaster.  Nehru too played his part well but many
others right down the line to the last constable showed
that secularism is only skin-deep on our side, and in
lesser measure on the other. The crying need of this
sub-continent was, and continucs to be firm impartial
policing.

Even after independence we have allowed mobs to
dictatc. The devastation in Andhra after the [ast unto
death of Potti Srivamulu led to the formation of Andhra
Pradesh, although Nehrs would have liked to retain
Hyderabad as a separate entity, The formation of
Punjabi Subu. and the decision regarding Chandigarh,
wete outeomes ol suicidal threats and pinss disnrder,
The mirssactes o Assam oanld Delhi (1984, the
change 10 the language nolwy owing 0 disturbunces
in the south. the dismiscal of two Chief Ministers of

F

Gujarat to prevent causalties, the blood-burst over the
formation of linguistic states—the list is endless, not
to mention the communal riots in various parts of the
counlry.

The Government of India has now created a sepa-
rate Deparitment to look after Internal Security matters
with Arun Nehru as the Minister and assisted by an
able police officer, Ribeiro. Let vs hope for an im-
provement in the law and order situation.

And now terrorism is raising its vgly head—knock-
ing aircraft out of the sky, killing women and chiidren.
holding the civilised world to ransom. For funds il
takes to bank robbcries, drugs, sale of weapons.
Why are we weak against terrorism? It implies a
trusted and dependable police, but our police reactious
arc panicky, conciliatory, even partisan. There is no
accountability to law. Police performance depends on
direction by the political maehinc, good officers, and
control—for which you have officers, counts and the
media. Unfortunately, faith in the criminal justice
system is declining. In the words of the Chief Justice
of India, Mr, P. N. Bhagwati, the judicial system is on
the verge of collapse. Delays and arrears have made
litigation a gamble where the dishonest and the rich
have all the advantages. Structural changes are rc-
quired to improve the situation. But even within the
existing syslem substantial steps can be taken, The
conditions of the subordinate judiciary must be urgent-
ly improved. There are not enough judges and courts
at the lower level where the public makes the fiisi
contact with the judiciary. The Chief Justice has
warned that this most impostant part of the judiciai
pyramid, the lower judiciary, will cruinble and has
called for eflective steps to improve the situation,

The rule of law is being finished in an unthinking
manner. The police need to be protected from politi-
cal interference; and protected from the corrupt and
the sycophantic in the forces. Performance of each
man in the force must be improved and any stratepy
that is worked out must be designed to protect the
poor and the defenceless in the country.

[ have tried to show how law and order has been
affected and how social accord and intermal peace
have been shattered by law and order breakdowns. Al
of us have i part to play in it—the Rajaji Foundation,
the media. the political machine. the judiciury.

Mr. K. F. Bustomji is a retired [nspecte -General of
Falice and member of the Police Commission.
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New Structures for the World Economy

—the Indian Perspective
P. R. Brahmananda

IT IS « privilege for me 10 deliver the valedictory ad-
dress at this important seminar* in which we had the
opportunity of listening to the views of Mr. Bolken-
stein. May [ remind the distinguished audience thit
Holland was the ancestral home of David Ricardo, the
fountain-head of International Trade Theory. Hol-
tand has contributed inany distinguished economists
among whom Tinbergen has been a source of great
help to developing countries.

On this occassion it is a further privilege to us for
having had the opportunity of listening to the remarks
of Mr. M. R. Masani, one of our most distinguished
statesman, [ recollect that it was several years ago
just a littte around the time of our Independence that
Mr, Masani put forth the idca of a ‘mixed economy’.
When all is said and done this is the political econc-
my frame in which India has finally landed herself.
With the heip of the late Rajaji, Masani has helped to
keep high, the flag of political freedom during a very
critical period of our history. 1t must be a matter of
great satisfaction for him to know that over the years,
after severa! switchcs and reswitches, India has con-
tinued to cherish the goat of a mixed economic system.

If democracy has remained in India and economic
freedoms continuc to be valued by us, the credit must
go to stalwarts like Rajaji, Jayaprakash Narain and
Masani. They have conserved vital elements in our
systemn and today we can be sure that these elements
will continue 1o be retained by us through thick an:
thin. Masani has continued to take active positions on
the great issues of our day. He has pionecred thr
causes of decentralisation, restraint, population growth
on limits on Laxation, training for enlightened citizen-
ship. consumer welfare etc. He has supported causes
which make life worth living and now has taken the
lead in the cause of freedom nor to continue 1o live!

The course of the International economy in recent
years reveals o drend and o pattern ot anticipated
earlier. Most cconomists had taken for granted the
presence of a high inflation rate wnong the developed

* Seminar on “New Stuctures for the World  Evonomy
The Indian Petspective” jJuintly oiganised in Bangalore in
Decrmber 1985 by the AIRD and the Freidrich Naumarn
shittoung of West Crermans [ hese ale exlensive pxtracts from
Prol Brabniminda’s speedh

vountries; it wus argued that this high infation rate
would have repercussions as well on the devcloping
economics, which in turn would be witnessing still
higher inflation rates. Inflation was built as a law
of a growing economy; no inflation, no growth, so
went the almost universal refrain. A big change has
come now, The world is now witnessing, particulaly
in the B('s, substantively lower inflation rates. Deve-
loped countrics have an inflation rate of between 3-6
per cent, but the developing countries taken together
are manifesting rates of inflation of above 20. and in
many cases above 30, per ceni. India is having an
inflation rate of about 9 per cent. We used to pride
ourselves as the lowest inflalion-rate country but to-
day this is not true. Further, the thesis that the high
inflation rate of the developing countries as also of
India was due to the repercussions of a similar state
in the developed countrics has been exploded. Some
one may now put forth a thesis that the high inflation
rate of the devcloping countrics is leading to inflatiun
in the developed countrics . If the dog previously
wapged the tail, why not now say that the tail is wag-
ging the dog.

We may now reasonably postulate that so far as
developed countries are concerned the prospects of a
rather moderate inflation rate being within the range
of say 2 to 5 per cent are bright and even somewhat
sure. Between the end of the eighteenth century and
the carly thirtics of the present century, the world
witncssed a remarkable cra of gently failling prices.
The period thercafter has secn a significant upsurge
in prices. From the early eighties we may be head-
ing towards an era of near price level stability—
definitely, we think. so far as the deveioped countries
are concerned.

What about develuping countries? Will price stabi-
lity ever come here? lLct us muke some assumptions.
One: the world is poing to come closer in trade rela-
tions: political nationalism means economic interna-
vonalism. The role of aid, multilateral, bilateral, ticd,
untied, Mard., ot so hard and soff, iy going to gel
diminished.  Tts share will certainty shrink.  Trads
and commercial loans will tuke their place.  Trade
will increasingly become multilaterad; this is the sceond
assumption.  The era of cursory  blocks. Dbilatero!






reements. common markels cic., 1s going to pget re-

wced, The transfer of technology through the market

Il beconme more and more important and efficient

ms will become more and more mullinational, This

mstitutes the third assumption. And now I come to

e fourth assumption. Tariff and non-price barricrs

ill also gradually lose their importance, This tukes
3 to the fifth assumption. Exchange rates will move
I accordance with market trends and the important
onclusion is that though exchange rates will be free
1ey will tend to remain reasonably stable. We have
ow learnt the hard lesson that we cannot continuous-
y beggar our neighbours and ncighbours too cannot
igpar us. The adjustments to changes in balance of

~vinents will be not through exchanges rate variations
wt through domestic policy adjustinents particularly
n money, interest rate and fiscal and related matters.

In the above type of world environment, developing
ountries will have also to fall in line if they have to
zven keep relative economic positions stable. The
sxternal factors causing inflationary pressures will
largely fadc out. Since countries have to appear to be
cconomically viable and strong if these have to attract
capital and to borrow in the commercial markets, ex-
change ralc stability will have 10 bc maintained. And
this would need domestic, monetary and hscal policies.
Exports through cheaper costs will have to be the
mainstay. ‘This will alsc necessitate conirol over
monetary and fiscal expansionism,

An important member of the Developing Countries
group, China, seems 1o have cxpressed its faith in rela-
tive price stability, 'This is itself a great sobering in-
fluence on the policics of developing countries like
India. What about monetiry growth rates? Recent
experiences show how developed countries have signi-
ficantly brought down their annual money subsidy
growth rates from about 10-14 per cent to 6-10 per
cent, There is a strong movement for imposing and
keeping agreed ceilings on money supply growth rates.
The O.S. opinion has favoured 35-6 per cent growth
rate per annum: the inlernational economists favour a
slightly lowcr growth rale. Assuming the influences
of factors mentioned earlicr, onc may forecast that
monetary prowth rates would scitle down to 5-6 per
cent per annum. Il developed countries setile down
10 monetary growth rutes of 5-0 per cenl, in course
of time developing cnuntries too will have to lollow.
In India, the Chakravartty Punel has proposcd
cffect 2 9 per cemt ceiling. Prices should not rise by
more thun 3 pei cent stades the abuve commitiee 1
S% prowth rate s the order, (his will yield o 9%
growth rute in money,  Most bndian cconmisis fuvina
a 5 per cent ceiling on monctary growth,

What about output growth rates? Developed coun-
tries {ogether are currently growing within a range of
2-4 per cenl. We may postulale safcly a 39 growih
rate here, The developing countries arc growing
within a range of 4-8 per cent per annum,  We may
postulate an average 4-3 per cent growth rate.  This
means that the absolute development gap will po down
steadily though siowly.

Will the per capita gap go down? Most developing
countries have accepted the need of nrr=1 as a goal
Birth rates have fallen heavily in China and have also
fallen in India and in many other developing countrics
One would expect the processes to speed up. 1In such
a case if the developing economies’ population growth
rate comes down lo 1% per annum by about 2000
A.D. or earlier the rate of per capita improvement will
move up and the differential in per capita growth bet-
ween developed and developing countries will be
slightly bigher. At the rate of betwcen 1-2 per ceut
per annum the per capita gap will start narrowing.

What then will be the shape of the future interna-
tional system in the light of the abovc? Several pre-
dictions regarding the above issue have been in circula-
tion and whole economic theories have been built on
the basis of the theories, A danger of more long run
theorising is that we seek to extrapolate the current
drift according to our biases and beliefs. There i<
always an element of self-doctoring involved in these
predictions. One leading theory associated with Pro-
fessor Myrdal is that the income gaps will tend to get
worsened, accentuated by forces of cumulative causa-
tion. Myrdal is also known for the thesis of the ‘soft
stale’.  We do not know how he would react to the
levels of savings in most developing countries today,
which come close to an average of 25% in gross terms,
higher than what prevails over mosi of Europe and in
UK. and the US.A.

High levels of accumulation per se are not the solg
requirements of growth., High produciivity levels and
low capital culput ratios are very very important. In
fact, even with the low savings ratios, low capital-out-
put ratios cun vield high cnough growth rates, In
most devcloping countries, K-Q ratios are high, very
high; they have become high, To save 25% implies
a very ‘hard® community and not a soft state,  But
the productivity gaps can only be chosed by vigous ex
thanges of ideas, inventions, processes. wkl products,
This is what trade is expected to do provided it is
untramelled and sufhcient time i allowed for cfforts
o work out,  We may not agree with Dr, | G. Patet
that growth per se, that is what it amounts to, is o
engine of trade. Growih per se may mean huge an'l

vawning tiade waps,  Indiss case is an illustration,






May we speculate on the above? 1l poverty does
not serve to classify countries nor can the notion ol
development itself.  All countries are underdeveloped,
ull are developing. Can we use the classification in
terms of [reedom? The division js belween total free-
dom und total planning.  Total means political, cco-
nomic and social, and also within and without. The
two cxtremes are unrcal.  All are mixed some more in
one way and some in another. The division between
free and plunacd cconomies may not be cmpirically
lenable,  We need a third category. A third paradigm
if we may say so. Hercin we think is India’s special
contributiop.  We have tried to bridge Freedom and
Planning by the powerful and meaningful concept of
social justice, We are a mixed economy pursuing both
freedom and social justice in a frame-work of macro-
planning.  We want to eschew the evils of the two

cxtremes by themselves. That is the significance in
economics of the political concept of non-zlignment.
Ta avoid extremes we have to walk on a tight rope
never losing the direction and never falling.

If we really leok buck, the concept of a free interna-
tional economy fits well within the above frame-work.
To transpose a nationally feasible goal of social justice
lo an international frame-work is a very very intraci-
able task, No country will accept this without, unless
it accepts it within. A mixed economy within mcans
the possibility of an intcrnational order based on free-
dom and social justice. May we conclude with an
aphorism. From Freedom Solely to Justice also is
easier than from Justice only to Freedom also,

Prafl. P. R. BRAHMANANDA is an cminenl economist

sl Head of the Depl. of Economics, University of Bombay

IN aN exclusive interview with the Aindu, February
23, 1986, the ex-President “expresscd serious concern
over the widening gap between precept and pratice
of Mr. Rajiv Gandhi both as Prime Minister and Pre-
sident of the Congress 1. Since this did not get the
attention it deserved from the media Freedom First
extracls some portions of it for readers.

“My hopes were raiscd when the young man
succecded Indira Gandhi after her brutal assassi-
nation and promised to provide a clean admini-
stration and also later showed some pragmatism
and political acumen in concluding accords on
Punjab and Assam. Then I appealed to the na-
tion and the Opposition parties to extend a help-
ing hand to the new Prime Minister in overcom-
ing the crisis confronting the npation. Some
Opposition leaders criticised me for such a call.
Then it was the need of the hour for the entire
nation (o stand by the Prime Minister to help
him create peace and establish law and order in
the strifc-torn country. But the latest develop-
ments are causing agony to me.

The septuagenarian leader said: 1 am 73 now
almost at the dusk of my life. T have no personal
ar political ambition except secing the country
anited and trouble-free and the welfare of the
down-trodden looked after by persons at the hedm
ol affairs. | wish to die before the country drif 5
o lurther politicad degencration, sociat termoil
and economiv crisis,

“1am sorry loosay Meo Rajis Gundbi s na
pravtising the  political morals he s preaching.

The Anguish of Sanjiva Reddy

=
%

Some persons who were voied out in the generel
elections are being brought into the portals 1
power through the backdoor. In such circuin-
stances how will the people take his preachings
seriously and continue to repose confidence in
him? Consequently the Congress (1) under his
stewardship is losing its image and already has
lost credibility in the southern parts of the coun-
try and in some non-Hindi speaking States too.

“The Finance Minjster is trying to make a
mole out of a mountain by harassing smal! peo-
ple”. He asked why he had not ordered a single
raid on the houses of politicians who had ac-
cumulated “tons of black money™. “The Finunce
Minister in this country has control over only 50
per cent of its economy. The remuaining 50 pe:
cent is under the sway of black moncy-holders
As long as the menace of black money plavioy
the role of a parallel economy is not ended, the
nation’s economy would not become sound and
an economic crisis would further deepen. Several
committees appointed to study the issue of black
money had recommended demoritisation of high
denomination currency to end the pernicious
impact of bluck money on the counlry’s ecn-
nomy."

*“These sycophanty around  persons in power
are o menace nol only 10 them and their parties
but also to the nation. I persons at the helm of
alfairs me not cautious about these clements, the
very interests of the waien will be wa jeopurdy.”
waid the Tormer President of Inndia.
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Will Kerala Go the Communist Way?

Babu Joseph

ONE MIGHT wonder why ] have chosen two different
subjects seemingly unconnected. But a careful analysis
of the political and social situation in Kerala will
cnable us to understand its inter-relation. The pur-
pose of this paper is to go a little deep into the pre-
sent political and social scenario prevailing in Kerala
and draw conclusions for future action.

The State of Kerala is presently governed by a
Non-Marxist United Democratic Front (U.D.F.) led
by Shri K. Karunakaran of Indian National Con-
gress(I). They came into power as an outcome of
the General Election held to the Kerala Assembly in
1982. The main contestants to the seat of power were
the United Democratic Front (U.D.F.} led by Shri
K. Karunakaran and Left Democratic Front (L.D.F.}
led by Shri E. K. Nayanar of the Marxist Communist
Parly (C.P.M.}. Let us examine the clection results
in a nutshell,

Total number of votes polled 95,26,895
Votes secured by U.D.F. 46,16.908
Votes secured by L.D.F. 45.21,681
Difference in Votes 95,277

Hence the obvious conclusion is that the difference
in popular votes which the United Democratic Front
had managed to secure over Left Democratic Front is
only very slender and narrow. [Even this they have
obtained after having got into its alliance all sorts of
splinter groups and communal forces. Any further
leftward shift or tilt which the Marxists can effect in
the popular base of the U.D.F. will be definitely to the
advantage of the Left Democratic Front led by thce
Marxists. It was against this background that 1
watch with alarm the increasing Marxist infiltration
into various Christian Churches in Kerala in a most
scientific and skilful manner. This danger assumes
greater dimensions when we understand the fact that
Christians in Kerala were a bastion against Communist
onslaughts in the past. Is this bastion cracking lead-
ing to an eventual fall? If this happens what will be its
impact? To what extent has the weakening of our Chris-
tian commitments contributed 10 the present plight?
What are the remedial measures? Wiile the Marxists
create inroads inlo our ranks on the one hand, are n
our Hindu brethren gradually getting alienuted from
us on the other? Do we have any spevial bondage of
friendship with the Muslim masses? These are al’
qucstions which a true Christian and a true deorocrst
should ask himself.  For the purpose of this paper. T

am confining myself to the extent of Marxist tnfiltra-
tion into Christian Churches, its political impact and
some remedial measures,

Christians in Kerala when taken (ogether are a con-
siderable political, socinl and cconomic force since
they constitute about 25% aof the total 25 million
population, When compared to other religious groups
they are well-organized and wealthy, Hence Christian
Churches were traditionally the mainstay of the demo-
cratic farces in Kerala and had contributed its mite
in preventing the spread of Communism. In tumn
Communists had always cosidered Clristtan Com-
munity as their number one foe. Until recently they
had managed to get only a very few Christian upstarts
into their fold and even their leader E.M.S. Namboo-
dripad has testified to that fact. But the situation
is slowly changing. Of latc communists have changed
their strategy and have managed to infiltrate into the
Christian Churches in a most dispuised and effective
manner and in many a case il is very difficult to
jdentify them. They have decided to be subversive
and their strategy is to ‘wreck from within’. Some of
the recent developments in Christian Churches show
that their efforts have started yielding results. In sup-
port of my argument I can cite a few intances,

Three leading Bishops in Kerala have started can-
vassing in support of Marxists openly. One Bishop
Paulose of Kaldaya Church issued an open press state-
ment during the time of the last Assembly elections ex-
horting all Christiuns who have a genuine concern fur
‘Human Rights’ to support and vote for the Left
Demacratic Tront led by the Marxists in Kerala.

Another Bishop Geevarghese Mar Osthathios of the
Orthodox Syrian Church speaks vehemently in support
of Marxists whenever and wherever he gets a chance.
i shall quote a few excerpts from a speech he made al
a’ conference of Christian  educationalists held at
B.CM. College, Kottayam on 10th September 1983.
“It ix the profit oriented capitalist structure which has
hraught about the present vate of affairs in the field
of pdueationt e Korvaby e Tefore we contemplute
anv bmprovemen e cducational sydent we have
to think serivusdv of biinging down the structure sonte
how, When the old sricture enonhles down oul of
its debris o onen sbactire free frome exploitation of all

vty will conae o whid wilt Beow Vardan erder of
thing "™
Yot anather ot thys tiee Panloae Mar Gregorios who
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A Conversion mititates against Christianily, It 1
the result of the inability to accept another human be-
ing as oneself,

Having said this much about the areas of influence
of disguished Marxists let me come to positive solutions.
I have no doubt that if the Marxist infiltrators and
sympathiscrs are allowed to operate and function s
tlhey do now, the result will be disastrous, The pour
socio-economic condition of ihe people coupled with
« steady erosion of fundamental Christian values witl
affer the mosi favourahle ground for Marxists and
their fellow-travellers 1o spread their tentacles very fast.
A very reliable Ieftist source revealed that there are
about 3 bishops 300 priests and 75 sister belonging to
all Christian denominations in Kerula as Marxist Sup-
perters or sympathisers, Although no one can sugges!
any panacea I have two humble suggestions to make.
{1) We necd an Inter-denominational Christian Forum
wherein intelfectunls belonging to all Christian Chur-
ches in Kerala join together as individuals and diseuss
seriously how the increasing influesce of Marxian
ideas in the Church can be effectively checked. It
was in this spirit that the 1st ever Inter-denominational
Consultation was held on Marxist infiltration in
Christian Churches at Kottayam on 23-6-"84 at my
initiative. About 15 inteflectuals who include Priests,
Sisters, Women and Youth belonging to various

Churches spent several hours together and discussed
in detail the grave threat paused by ‘Disguised
Marxists’ in the Churches and decided to form a non-
profit making non-partisan inter-church forum under
the name and style “The Christian Liberation Move-
ment’. The main objective of the Movement is to
take all possible measures to counter effectively the
spread of ‘Marxist Ideotogy’ in Christian Churches.
The main thrust of our programme shalt be a massive
educational campaign among all church leaders
irrespective of they be Bishops, Priests, Sisters, Youth,
Students and lay leaders.

(2) Since we live in a society where Christians are
in a minority it is essential that we should educate our
non-Christian brethren also on liberal democratic lines.
Hence a non-partisan non-sectarian organizaticn
under the name and style “The Centre for Democratic
Studies’ was formed and it was inaugurated by Skri
Minoo Masani, the veteran freedom fighter and liberal
democrat at Ernakulam on 28th April 1984,

We hope and cherish that both the foundations will
go a long way in countering Marxist influence in the
state of Kerala and we request all lovers of freedom
and democracy to support and strengthen us in all
possible ways,

BABU IJOSEPH teaches in a college and is & political

activist,
-y

i
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modified to take into account the needs of less deve-
loped states by linking plan assistance to the level of
development achieved in dilferent sectors in cach state.

The Planning Commission reeommends for mos!
stales, only 300 of Central assistance for state plans
in the form of grants and 70% of plan assistance i~
provided in the from of loans. Interest amount and
repayment instulments of loans create the burden ol
annual reverse flow of resources from the states to the
Centre. The picture is complicaled when one realizes
that the Centre has to raise the totality of loans and
so the RBI, Finance Ministry, Planning Commission
and foreign lenders come in,

I is a truism that only self-liquidating projects
should be financed by leans. But in the name of deve-
lopment and nuhlic sector outlay, this rule is ignored.
The result is that states get into the ‘debt trap® of Cen-
trul toans. Since they cannot repay carlier loans they
are farced to borrow fresh loans to repay old ones, So
eacly vear, higher amounts of (gross) loans are bor
rowed from lhe Centre much of which goes to repay
earlier loans. The remaining net loan amount is used
for undertaking financially unproductive activity and
so the vicious circle is repented again making for even
greater financial dependency of states on the Centre,
With regard to foreign loans even when these are pass-
ed in the form of loans to the states it is always with
s higher rate of interest than that charged by the
farcign lender/donor,

Flow of Central Government Institutional Funds:
It is gencrally found that developed states receive rela-
tively higher absolute amounts as wellt as higher pro-
portions of these funds. This is because financial in-
stitutions  tike LIC, commercial and development
bunks invest funds in commercially profitable projects.
This means thut developed states pet mtore institutional
funds because the prospects of greater financial returns
are more.  However, this cannot be said of public
scetor investmenis in Jifferent states which by and
large have been maore equitable.

State  govermnents'  overdrdfis:  Qualilative  and
quantitative expansion of governmental activity sirains
the state exchequer severely,  The states seck to mect
their commitments, among other things, by resorting
o everdrafts, This the Centee has deeried and be-

procvaed T b mow pat 0 B on them

The Centiad government’s decision to terminade 1he
states™ overdralt facitity is o drostic measure. Feo-
nestiicallv, it condd b o blessing, 3ot politically, i is
P witho pread ik, Teeon stiaie Centresstute el
o weverelys Now-Coneees stitos ie parti il
resent this mose beeanse thioy see i this measure o

sinister device to choke them financially and adversely
affect their poll prospects.

The states have worked out « fairly strong justifica-
tion for growing overdrafts. Taxes assigned to them
under the Censtitution are less clastic than those of the
Centre. The Centre has devious ways to cut into theis
due share of taxes in terms of the awards of the
Finance Commission, In scveral cases, tax hikes have
been disguised os price increases. This means that the
states have a double disadvantage, for costs go up
withou! increase in revenues. A number of stales’ tax
functions taken over by the Centre on grounds of con-
venicnee in collection are carelessly performed because
the moncy goes to the states. The Centre has also
neglected to exploit the potential of those taxes whose
proceeds go wholly to the states.  As for development
plans, the Centre asks the states to raise thcir own
revenue for state sector schemes, Their 5 year plans
have to be clearcd by the Planning Commission which
is a ceniralized agency. All surplus funds are not
given as grants but mostly as loans. When it comes
to repayment the states have no money, They cannot
tax voters; they cannot borrow in the open market ba-
cause such borrowings are controlled by the Central
Government under Act 293 (3); nor can they raise
loans from the financial market because financial in-
stitutions which subscribe to government loans arc
owned and controlled by the Central Government. So
the only way out is overdrafts. When overdrafts cross
a limit, the Centre is given to arm-twisting which is not
hereft of political overtones.

Unauthorised overdrafts became a serious financial
issue in the late 1960's. Ad hoc solutions to the pro-
blem are many and varicd. In 1978, the Centre ad-
vanced medium-term loans to clear unauthorized over-
drafts in 45 days. In 1982, the Central Government
introduced the “Overdrafts Regulation Scheme” for
the same purpose. Tt had 3 components. (1) The
outstanding overdraft amount, namely, Rs, 1743.46
crores at the end of the financial year 1981-82, was
converted into medium-term loan (long-term loan of
10 years duration for economically weaker states)
carrying an interest rate of 6.5%. One vear mora-
torium was provided on the repavment of principle and
interest.  {2) The Central povernment agreed {o pro-
vide shori-lerm assistzinee w0 thit states coutd cleur
their unauthorised overdiatts o the period April 1.
1982 to June 30. 1982, But this was really only an
advance payment of the vsual contrl sssistinee. (3)
The Central government ceain aereed to revise up-
wards, the wavs nad meins Tinite (o stale voveraments
Bk these solutions ondy quder with the problen: ol

an strike at s rools. The Grst solution only -
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Yet somchow, I do not regrel the commotion over
the Shah Bano case. 1 do not regret it because, in-
spite of everything thal huas happened, it represents
the biggest awakening of Muslim women that theie
has ever been over the years since independence. |
think it is a tremendous opportunity for the Musiim
cominunity as a whole to realise the difference bet-
ween what the orthodox are preaching, and what is
the reality of Istum. Perhaps those same men who
are so jubilant today because the proposed Rill will
free them from the shackles of supporting one wifz,
may not remain so jubilant when they realise that thay
may now have to support five sisters! They have not
thought that far as yet!

I would however, like to take a more positive and
a more constructive view. Let us not get caught up
in such arguments as to whether a word is to be in-
terpreted as ‘provision’ or as ‘maintenance’ (mata'a).
Many of you may have read an article by a Pakistani
Inwyer which appeared recenily in the Times of India
quoting instances from early times when men hgd
undertaken to pay the servant’s salary for their divore-
ed wives, or given vast sums of money to them at tn2
time of divorce. But we are told that Mata'a can
mean only gifts of saris and clothes and it cannot
justifv payment of maintenance to divorced women,

What is it that makes these people believe that they
alone have such a fantastic insight into the meaning
of the Quran, that they know ‘provision’ means only
saris and clothes, and cannot cover an allowance ta
an cx-wife? What gives them the power to decide,
from a wealth of confiicting views of early Islamic
jurists, that this interpretation of theirs is the only true
interpretation even though countries like Pakistan and
Egvpt have taken o conlrary view?

Yet, as ) suid before. all is not losi.  Because it s
ot oaly women who are waking up. [ think the cn-
tire Muslim communily is slowly beginning to wonder
how it is that our religion, which is based on the
Quran and on the sayings of the Prophet, and all that
Istam had done for social reform, how such a religion
can be reduced to something which cannot suppert
the pavment of Rs. 179 a month lo a divorced wife?
And so, for the lirst lime, thuse people that some of
us hase been trying 1o resch through all these vears
are being Brought face to face with all the obvious
malpeacuces that have crept imlo Mushim Law, Lot
us try and pive it back ils puritys lel us try, as atmoes
afl ather t™Muliog) countiics hase dones o pive hack
1o women (he rights they ure enlitled (o] lel us sy
(o make this an oceasion when we can introduce,
complerely within the Muslon Lo, a0 Standand Nhade-
et —soimething  which the AL Indin Women',

Conference under its Chairman Begum Hamid Ali has
been demanding since the 1930s. and which innumes-
able women’s organisations have asked for since then,

The present Bill cannot possibly stand as i s, Nat
only are its clauses untenable and the reliefs it pro-
mises to Musiim women illusory—bul it would eer-
tainly be siruch down by the Supreme Court as going
against its own fudgement. Let us therefore now
unite in advecating a much more far-reaching and
composite Bill: a Bill which all Muslims, even the
mosl conservative, would be unable to fault. For we
all know thal under Muslim law, marriage is a con-
tract; a conlract, in which you can specify what you
want to, And so the basic rights that we need and
which it is only fair that Muslim women should have,
can and should he stated in this contract and which
all Kazis in India should be asked o presume incor-
porated in the marriage contracl. unless expressly
excluded.

What arc these rights? First of all, the amount of
Mehir should be clearly stated, Sccondly, the right of
the wife in case of a second marriage by the husband
should be defined. Thirdly, she should have an equal
right to divorce the husband, And finally the ques-
tion of maintenance (maia’a) must be clearly settled.
For Mata’a under the Muslim Law is something en-
tirely different from Afelir—which Mehr vests in the
wife at the time of marriage; and the amount of
Matd'a the husband should pay at the time of divorce
can only be decided by appointing an arbitrator from
her side and one from his side. This was the practice
at the time of the Prophet—and is entirely in conson-
ance with the Muslim Law,

These are the rights Muslim women need. These
are the rights that the Muslim Women's Cell in the All
Indiz Women's Conference has been agitating for
since the early thirties, These are the rights that
countless women's organisations all over the country,
in whatever little way they can, have been fighting for.
These are the views of the vast majority of Muslim
women, if only one could get them to speak out fear-
lessly.

What has been the prealest Apagedy of Muslims
since partition? [t has been that no liberal Aushm
wanled o join the Muslim League or any Muslim
s and as aoresult none of them has o platform
from which they e spesih o the Mg masses, So,
ol these vears Muslim audiienees huve beea Twd e

trelv op the siews of oleeartindg md rectionories
who coptinte Lo think of women as beines who are
st there to cater to thivir naeds mot os individuals wits
aowilland Yighes of o o Hee Mokl woiisin, o0

thiv e end of the twenticth ventuey. mucl less in the
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sity. But they have no right to demand exemption
from any part of civil or crimina! law ol the land.
That is taking freedom of religion beyond its proper
limits. That is what the Muslim fundamentalists now
demand.

Let us see the c¢hronology.  There was lirst the
judgement of the Supreme Court. Then camne the ia-
troduction of Mr. Banamwala's Bill in the Lok Sabha.
At that stage, the Law Ministry prepared a nete an
the subject. The note signed by Mr. B. S. Sehho
Secretary of the Law Ministry, was dated 31st May,
1985, It was endorsed by Mr. Bhardwaj, the Minister
of State for Law, on Ist June, 1985 Tt wus endors-
ed by Mr. Ashok Sen who forgot what he signed on
2nd June, 1985. All three notes supported the Sup-
reme Court Judgments stand and said Banatwala's
Bill should be rejected. On the basis of these thre:
notes, the Home Ministey prepared a comprehensive
note on the 24th July, 1985, advising the government
to oppose Banatwala's Bill and stand by the Supreme
Court judgement. This is all part of the record. We
should thank the Secretury of the PUCL. Mr, Arun
Shourie for an excellent piece of investigative journa-
lism which appeared in the Times of India on 3rd
and 4th March where he has given the cntire back-
ground.

Mr. Arif Mohamed Khan, member of the Unioa
Governmen!, was commissioned by the Cangress
Party und the Prime Minister (¢ et up in Parlinmen:
and oppose Banatwala's Bill. This he did. AL the
end of his speech it was reported that the whole House
gathered around to congratulate him including nem-
bers of the Congress Party.

Then, just when everything seemed to go smoothly,
something happencd.  There was o complete volte
fuce. It was the Muslim vote hank which Mr. Rajis
Gandhi was after.  He wus old that the result of .
bye-election and of the Assam elections showed thal
if the Congress were not 1o fose the Moshm vote, it
musi pive in 1e the appeal of the fundamentalisis.
Mr. Rajiv Gandhi is reported 1o have nccepled this
advice, Behind the back of his party, bchind the
buck ©f his Cabincl, behind the hack of Mr. Axnf
Mohamed Khan, the Prime  Minister negotiated
secretly  with the Muslim fundamentalists.  Neither
the members of his Cubinel wuere consulted nor
was Mro Ard o Mohimoed  Kisw antormed  thar
has been ditched ond doble-crussed Ty the Pianie
Minister.  The result ol this donble croscine woas the
a Bill was sought to be pitroduedd in the Lok Subls
nn 218t April, 1984

I hove alwavs sard thae e wandin coecbiad i
post-midnight politics. Her son seenis 1o gy inherdl

Il

ed her penchant. It was at 3 o'clock in the morning
on that day that he sent letters to the Qpposition lead-
crs, who were all fast asleep. asking them whether
they would waive the rules of the Lok Sabha to enalble
the povernment 1o have the Bill introduced without
due notice. But thank God, the Opposition leaders,
who were woken up 1o receive this wonderful letter,
did not guite see how the security of India demandcd
the scrapping of Parliamentary procedures. They
saif: No. the rules have to be obeyed. So the Prime
Minister’s move to jump the gun on a sleeping nation
and Parliament, was defeated. On 25th February,
1986, the Bill was introduced in the Lok Sabha by
none other than Mr. Ashok Sen, the so-calied Law
Minister who had forgotten what he had written and
signed earlier.
At this stage, Mr, Arif Mohamed Khan, who found
thut he had heen taken for a ride tendered his resig-
nation from the government. Resigning in India is
not a very normal practice. When I resigned as
Chuirman of the Minarities Commission [ was accus-
ed of un-Indian behaviour. Mr, Khan has thus com-
mitted an un-Indian act by resigning.
Writing in the Times of Indie Mr. Daniel Latift
vhserved:
“The Bill is based on faulty summary of the
Supreme Court Judgement in the Statement of
ubjects and reusons. The Bill as it stands 15 obne-
xious Lo Islumic principles. derogatory to human
riphts, vielative of the rights of women and child-
ren. and also of the rights of the minarity com-
munity 1o establish and administer charitable and
educational institutions of their ehoice It may, if
persisted in, involve the political leadership anl
the countev as a whole, in increasing difficulties
und may founder on (he bedreck of our Consti-
tution, The cardier it is withdrawn, the belter for
all concerned. The Bill as drafted is an insult
the traditions of Islamic civilisation.™

Here's i Muslim lawyer expressing in very strong

language what he thinks of this wretched Bill.

Now, some conclusions appeur lo cmerge from all
this. The first conclusion js that many of those ob-
jecting to the Bill ure very hypoeritical, They are
really mule chauvinists,.  Mr. Madhu Mchta of the
Hindustani Andolan put a few questions to Muslims
i bew days oo bat has biwt noasswers, Phese are the
questions that were asked:

Are they (the Tundmentalisis) prepared (o de-
mad that the Crimingd Procedure Code should
he o amended (har every Mushinr can he award-
el the ponishaient Tor any crime comoitted by
Mo or her o laid down By Shanat?  For
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example, any of them found stealing should be
prepared ta let his hunds be cut und anyone whao
commits adullery should be prepared to be ston-
ed to death?

Are these leaders prepared 10 twell their fellow
Muslims that they should stop selling, smuggling,
distributing and consuming liguor or drugs as it
is against Shariat aml all those who flout th's
edict should be prepared to be fogged publicly?
Are they prepared to tell their fellow Muslims
1ot 1o deposit their mosey in any bank as a bark
charges interest from borrowers which is aguinst
Sharjat?”

The second conclusion that T come 10 is there is
no proof that the majority of the Muslims are against
the Supreme Court judgement. 50% of the Muslim
fommunity are women and we may assumc thal mosi
of these women would demand and stand for the
rights of their sex. Among the Muslim men also, all
Mustims that T know of, for instance are for the Sup-
reme Court judgement.

Now let me say that it is very unfortunate that
some Hindu communalists have joined the controversy.
I neither understand nor accept their bona fides. There
is nothing to choose between Muslim obscurantists
and Hindu obscurantists. Their intervention is going
to be counter-productive and weaken the position of
liberal Muslims, [ would say to Hindu commupal
organisations, please keep out of this, Let decent citi-
zens argue this out. Do not fry to make it a Hindu-
Muslim affair.

Finally. the Prime Minister showed great disrespect
for the supreme judiciary. Mr. Ansari, one of his
ministers, said in the Lok Sabha, “This was nothing
short of judical dishonesly and amounted to degrad-
ing the Supreme Court. The Chicf Justice of the Sup-
reme Court was 0o small a man to interpret Islamic
law. He is incompetenl to enter this Geld.” {(Indian
Express, Dec 21, 19B5), When there was a roar of
protest by Members of Parliament and others Mr, Ra-
jiv Gandhi rushed to Mr, Ansari's rescue and said,
“I do not think thal the statements were intended to
denigrate the judiciary™. Tt is sad Tor the Prime Mini-
ster of India to defend a man who lampoons the Chigt
Justice of the Supreme Courl. This mokes it very
clear that Mr, Rujis Guaudli Tas noowse Tor the tadi-
ton of an independent pudiciary in this country,

The only thing thal can now be doae o save the
situation is for the Prime Minister 1o undo his mistabe
and to withdraw the Bill. Il he doesn’t do thal, |
would say it shows that he does nol have the grea-
ness required of the Prime Minister ol this country.

Now supposing that be does net withdone the Bit?

It is vpen to the Congress (1) members of Parliament
to demand a free vore.  In the British House of Com-
moens, maters of this aature are never subject Lo
whips of parties and freedom of conscience is piven
to the members of the parties. | am not very optimisliz
that this will be sv in Indin because members of the
Congress (1) have shown o great capacity for sycho-
pancy. Nr. Arun Nehru, Mr. Arun Singh and Mr.
Ashok Sen, privately told Mr. Aril Mohamed Khay
they agreed with him. Bul they all went on Lo support
Ilhe Prime Minister.

If the Prime Minister and the Congress Party let
the country down, there is the Supréme Court. Let
there be a petition to the Supreme Court to strike
down this Bil, [t is good to know that members of
the legal profession have once agnin shown some
courage. Under the auspices of the Indian Law Tnsti
tute, there was a discussion recently in Dethi, in which
Mr. Soli Sorabjee, Mr. Upendra Bakshi, Mr. Awmrik
Singh and Justice Krishna lyer participated. It is re-
ported that they have decided that if the Bill is ever
passed by Parliament, they will move the Supreme
Court and get it struck down. All honour to them.

=

H. M. Seervai

You have listened to cloquent speeches, You have
heard my learned friend Mr. Masani say that he dis-
likes technicalities and he leaves it to lawyers to tackle
them, As a lawyer [ dislike technicalities but I
think that the fundamental right to the freedom of
religion and the provisions of our Canstitulion can-
not be described as technicalities,

Let us forget the Muslim community for the time
being, and let us take the fundamental right to the
freedom of religion of Hindus. According to Hindu
Law, marriage is a sacrainent. Certain religious cere-
monies have to be performed. And it is an indissoluble
union between man and woman. In old days a Hindu
had the right 1o {i¥J his zenuna with as many women
as he liked, What has our Parfioment done?

First of all the Hindu Murriage Act provides for a
Hindu murriage and has provided for divorce, Tn the
law of Succession e lindu woman was entitled
only to starving malntensioee, 1 remember being told
that Justice  Lallubhai Shah would  award  about
Rs. 25 for o Hindu widow when any European or
Parsi Judge or Mustim Judge would award more than
Ra. 400 10 Rs. 500, They have been given the right
te a share in the properiy on partition of joint family
property.  The Hindo women's rights were chullenged
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rights, They have done it on U most extensive
scale.  From starving maintenance (o & share on par-
tition,

Now my leurned [riend Mr. Masani says thao there
should be a wniform Civil Code, as in all civilized
counlrics. Well, it is not correct even historically that
every civilized country has a common Civil Code. In
a country as smafl as Great Britain there is ao uniform
Civil Code. The Scotlish people have laws of thei
own. They have [ullowed Roman Law as opposed
to Common Law and the treaty of union wilh Scoi-
lang expressly provided for the maintenance of Scot-
tish Law which exists till today. But let mg give you
one example. As Ms. Tyabji was telling you, try to
form a uniform Civil Code. Lct me deal only with
testamentary succession.  Among the Muslims a man
cannot will away more than one-third ol his property,
unless the heirs conscat, So the heirs are protected
to the extent of two-thirds of the estate. Now among
the Hindus you can dispose off any seif-acquired pro-
perty by Will. But you can't dispose oft joint family
property, Now the joint family, though it cncourages
a fuir amount of parasitism also acts as a protectivn
to its members. Is that going to be part of the Civil
Code of the Muslims? Or takc what happens in Eng-
land just now, Till recent Acts were passed, a maa
could leave all his properly to his mistress. And the
argument was that 1 man was free (o do what he liked,
After all if you give him the power o make a Will
why not give the power to leave his estate to his mis-
tress and not his wife? DBut things have changed.
And power is now piven to the Court to direct that
out of any estate, £8,000 must be given to the wife.
If the man has left about £20.000 and the Court
feels that all 20,000 should be piven to the wife, the
Court is given the discretion to do so, Is that poing
to be your Civil Code?

So, instead of asking for the moon why nol exer-
cise your undoubted powers of social reform and
bring about a change by law? [t matters little whe-
ther Muslims, if they do not want a uniform Civil
Code and prefer the restriction on Testamentary
power they should be free to do so. 1 am quile sure
that if there was a satisfactory plebiscite that law can't
be changed.  So I othink that the most unlortunate
part of the Shah Bano jed e i thar although i
s 100 per cent right—it is incredible that the op-
posite should be argued—the judges pratuitously wenl
oui ol their wav 0 talk o a usilorm Cvil Code. N
there is one principle tat is well scttled in Constilu-
tional Law i1 is that you never decide what v not
necessary.  But it is being done because judges like
to say., “Oh wetl | ann an advanced (hinker. we must

have a uniform Civil Code™.  Let him try to frame a
uniform Civil Code, | have piven you only on¢ in-
stance, but T could give you many.

So 1 think we ought to oppose this Bill. That Bill
will be open to the gravest challenge.  And thai chal-
fenge must succeed.  This is becausc if a Hindu could
be deprived of his power of marrying as many wives
as he liked, if the joint family ts deprived of ils “right”
10 give women only starving mainlenance, by women
being granted maintenance and now a share in pro-
perty on parlition, surely, il all this can be done in
the case of Hindus, by what process does any mem-
ber of the Mustim community say in respect of ma-
ters essentially social that the same chanpes can't be
brought about?

1 personally feel that it is prc-eminently desirable
that we keep passion and politics out of this discus-
sion. It is difficult. And it is difficult to resist cri-
ticising the Prime Minister for saying one thing at one
time and saying another at another time, But I think
it is much more satisfactory to believe in the power
of reason and truth to get itsell accepied.

Aund if there is one example which I would like to
give you of a man, one of the greatest in America,
who in the midst of utmost provocation, corruption,
corrupt colleagues, preserved his temper, it was Ab-
raham Lincoln, In all his fight for the preservation of
the Union and the abolition of slavery, never did he
abuse his opponents, He said: “Both read the same
Bible und pray to the same God, and each invokes
His aid against the other. The prayers of both can-
not be answered, those of neither have been answered
fully.” So T think that the power of reason ought not
to be under-rated.  And 1 know for u fact thal il there
is one thing my friend Masani believes in, it is in the
power of reason and argument lo get itself accepted.
And T think if we keep away from inflammatory topics
we are more likely to have our way than by insulling
people who have it in their power to pass the law or
not.

Mr. Masani talks of the Supreme Court, as our last
refuge, It is a little unfortunate that he has done sa,
He was right i saying that whea il came to preven-
live delention and habeuas corpus the finest hour was
reached by the Bembay High Court aml Byoall the
High Courts in the country,  Would he huve relied
o the Supreme Court? I he had, he would have
found o strange disillusionment. 1 ever anvbody ol
us down it was the Supreme Court. So, I think, let us
lirst exhaust ordinury political processes; let us remem-
ber that eoneiliation failing, force remains, foree fuil-
fng nothing remains
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of Culcutta, onc Bidyanath Mukherjee. He either met
or wrote 10 Sir Hyde East, the then Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court in Calcutta and informed him that
many of the leading Hindus of the day were desirous
of setting up an institution where their children would
be given a liberal education. On 141h May, 1816, af
the meeting called by Sir Hyde East at his resi-
dence more than 50 ‘respectable Hindus' gather-
ed and a sum of half a lakh rupees was collected to
start the college. The meeting, Sir Hyde East tells us,
“was composed of persons of various castes, all com-
binirg for such a purpose. whom nothing else could
have brought together: whose children are to le
taught, though not fed together.™ He further tells us
that “when they were about 1o depart, the head
Pandit, in the name of himself and others, said that
they reiviced in having lived to see the day when litera-
ture (masny parts of which had formerly becn cultivat-
ed in their country with considerable success, but
which were now nearly extinel) was about to be reviv-
ed with greater lustre and prospect of success than
ever.”

Derozio joined the Hindu college in 1826. Prior
to that he had worked in a clerical post with Messrs
James Scott and Co. Deslined not o count numbers
but to lisp in them, he scon found himself in Bhagal-
pur, working on his uncle’s indigo plantation. It wus
here that his sensitive mind awoke to the beauty of
nature. And from his pen, as he watched the waters
of the Ganga flow, flowed the earliest verses. Under
the pscudonym; Juvenis he became a regular contri-
butor to the India Gazette. (The poem Fakir of
Jhungeera, based on a local legend attained much
popularity). It must be mentioned herc that some of
the earliest nationalist poetry was written by him.

He opined that i was in the best intercsts of East
Indians to write and co-opcrate with the other native
inhabitants of Irdia,

Derozio was only seventeen when he took up the
offer of Assistant mastership at the Hindu college.
The classraom dais was for him his pulpit. He spoke
to his students about Voitaire, Locke, Bacon, Hume
and Tom Paine, (An inleresting story published in a
contemporary Bengali weekly attests that an Tndiaa
hook-seller got 100 copies of Tom Paine's Age of
Rewvn which he advertined for sole ot Re 1w eopy
The demand was s preat that he sofd it at Re. 8
copy.  Soon alter o part of this bouk was translated
inte Beagah and published in a Benwadi papery. The
thirsg for hoowledoe of Youne Bengad could nai he
~hiked.
thro' glewned that unravelled would
lis students “like o mapnet™ arpund hine

Al exporience. for oo has ar anch where-
Duorosin drew
Heo did
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what very few teachers can do today. He taught his
students to think for themseives, The crux of mental
action was 1o live and die for truth,®  Assisted by
his students he started a debating society, the Acade-
mic  Associalion. and a weekly magazine the
l'arthenon. The doors of his house on Lower Cir-
cular Street were Lthrown open to visitors and students.
Here they discussed topics ranging from free-will.
free ordination, sacredness of truth to meanness of
vice, attributes of God and female education.

The immediate influence of Derozio’s teachings was
felt in the change in the attitude of his students to-
wards Hindu religion and idolatry. Many of them
showed their contempt for Hindu tradition by con-
suming meat and liquor. One of them was even rous-
ed to assert that ‘if there was anything he hated from
the bottort of his heart, it was Hinduism.” But these
were to do only with the external trappings of a cal-
ture. The question we have to answer is whether
Derozio did impart anything more than the superficiali-
ties of a Western stylc of life

R. C. Majumdar has shown that Derozio’s teachings
did infiuence his students in other ways too. Poliii-
cally they were highly motivated. He illustrates it by
quoting two incidents. On 10th December, 1830, 200
persons attended the July Revolution celebration in
the Town Hall, On another occasion, on Christmas
Day of the same year the tricolour flag of the French
Revolution was hoisted on the monument. It was not
difficult to guess by whom it was done,

The Derozians' consumption of beer and meat, thejr
repeating of lines from the fliad instead of the mantras
at prayer, a student’s greeting of goddess Kali with a
“good morning Madam”. were soon to stoke opposition
to the “vagabond firingis™ as Derozio and his group
were contemptuously called.

The management of the Hindu college succumbed
to public pressures and forced Derozio to resign. But
the committee by a majority refused to pronounce
Derozio as “an improper person lo be entrusted witn
the education of youth”. TIn his resignation letter
dated 25 Aopril. 1831, Derozio stated that he was be-
ing dismissed unexamined and unheard. without even
the mockery of a trial.

In spite of hisx vouth Derozin bad ofientimes heard
the <l <d mosic ol humanite Death bad plagued
his Tamify, he had Jost much of what he Joved, ver he
never lost his cheerful demeanour.  Afier his dismissal
trom Hindu college he took up editarship of The Eust
fndm. (e same tUene he conitributed to The
Calorn Docray (e Teo Tidian Mueazine, The
Calenne Magazine, The Bencal Tavenal, The Engudrer
aud The Tesperu s,
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Prize Winning Essay

We the Inheritors

The India of Tomorrow
Rena Noronha

“AT THE siroke of midnight, when the whole world
15 asleep, India awakens to a new life...” declared
Jawaharlal Nehru from the ramparis of the Red Fort,
on thal eventtul day of our tryst with destiny. That
was the day when India shattered her shackles and
emerged a free, independent nation; the day the dream
of our elders culminated into a realty; the day we in-
herited our owan land from the British. With drops of
sweal and blood shed profusely, emerged a new nation
as a torch bearer to the rest of the world engaged in
a never ending struggle to overthow imperialism.  The
ideals of liberty, justice, equality and [raternity pro-
fessed by our national leaders, created an awarencss
even among the illiterate masses of India that had been
inspired by the never cecasing efforts during the free-
dom struggle. Thousands of lives had been sacrificed
to lay the foundation of a free India and so the task
of building a national edifice was but the supreme need
of the hour,

India is a land of diverse cultures and the birthplace
of many civilisations. It has cradled many warriors,
adminisirators, scientists, astronomers and monarchs,
all of whom have played a vital role in evolving a new
India. The village artisans and crafismen hud mould-
ed the very existence of the rural Indian life. The
vast country with its rich natural resources was bestow-
ed upon us by Mother Nature.

At this juncturc the youth of the nation wwukencd
to face a new reality, a life of challenges and hard-
work in order to lead the country to a better futura.
All the efforts of our preat lcaders were nol to be in
vain. Wec the inheritors had to put before us clear
cut ideas and channelise our energics and resources
towards the path of progress and prosperity. The
unhnished tusk at that juncture had 1o be completed.
A total revolution had to be brought about in the
social, economic and political lifc of our country.
India had to kecp pacc with the rest of the civilised
warld,

If we were to look ot today through tomorrow's
eyes, we would discover that the tide of time has -
day brought us into the most aomcntous phase in the
hivtory  of human civilisation. The  decisions madde
anl the actions taken loday would be unguestionabiy
crucial in guiding the course of our destintes and (he
destiny of humankind,

We are just past the Orwellian year of the 'Big
Brother.  Are the ncgative Utopias of Orwell and
Huxiey merely the predictions of doom and disaster
awaiting us, or are they warning bells sounded by men
of vision? Already a great part of the world is shroud-
cd by the clouds of totalitariarism similar 1o the chill-
ing scenario presented by Orwell. Problems of hungex
and poverly pervade two-thirds of the globe. Nuclea:
weapons are being piled up in a most alarming fashion
and the wur games have now been expanded into space
as well,  Thoughts of exercising the nuclear option
are increasingly being voiced, taking mankind to the
brink of annihilation tmany times over. The world is
nowhere near a just and equitable economic order and
human rights in many countries are being mos!
blatantly violated. ln India itself the smoulding em-
bers of the Punjab inferno have not had time to die
down before another confiagration broke out in
Gujarui.  One Prime Minister was laid down by
bullets and o thousand other lives were lost in the
violent aftermathe, scarring the minds and bodies of a
multitude of people. These are some of the grim
and depressing realities of the present.

Where do we go from here? Are we going to allow
ourselves to remain precariously tottering on the pre-
cipice? To let fuddled minds decide our fates? This
is the %ime of reckoning. This is the Lime for the
awukening of youth, The youth of today is going o
be the hope for the future. It is going to hold the
reins of power lomorrow and our hopes and aspira-
tions are resting upon their young shoulders. What
are its responsibilities and the pgoals it must set for
itself? These arc questions upon which we must
ponder deeply.

First and foremost, the exuberence of youth must
bc channelised towards the attainment of universal
human freedom and dignity, This would require in-
culcating a crusading zcal and a spirit of sacrifice.
Within our own country, the backwurdness and es-
plottation of millions of people is a grim reality.  We
must awake in them a conseiousness of their rights,
Fradication of the caste system and it's conconsitant
megnnbnes must be one of the uims of the youth
These sentiments shoukd be inculealed info the young
so that the [eiters of social backwardness ean be cast
away within the span of the next few generations.
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This can be achieved only by means of education.

The necw cducation policy should be job-oriented.
So far the educated man found himself at the cross-
roads of life, wondering which path to {ollow. There
was no basic training by which he could start a career
for himself. The end of the term should enuable him
to make use of the knowledpge and skill acquired in
the educational institutions.  Vocational training
should enable the youth to contribute their might tu-
wards the technological advancement of the nation.

We are in an age when scientific and technological
developments can lead to an alleviation of human
suffering. The age of computers will bring about radi-
cal changes in every sphere of life. The human brain,
which is the best computer, should in it's quesi for
knowledge, strive to attain maximum benefits from
man-made machines. Man's quest of science has
opened new vistas to the modern youth, The space
research programmes have given a new dimension fo
the technological spectrum.

Unfortunately, a preat proportion of our resources
are being utilised for the expansion of war machines.
One must engender a climate of peace so that the
fruits of science can be harnessed for the bencfit of
humanity. Nuclear energy utiliscd for peaceful pur-
poses can be a boon to mankind. The youth should
come into the forefront to achieve this task of dis-

armamenl. There is already considerable awarcness
of this in the west and youth movements like the
Greepeace movement have gathered considerable sup-
port among the people.

Coming to the ubiquitous problem of cotruption
and religious discord within the country, the youth
can form vigilance commitices 10 expose the venalities
of corrupt officials and bureaucrats. Where there ace
signs of communal disharmony, pecace commitiees
can be formed at local levels to promote religious
amijty. Before the malaise of drug addiclion poisons
our sociely, youth movements can come fprward o
fight this menace.

India hus a rich cultural heritage. In the gallop to-
wards the twenty-first century, one must not lose sight
of our traditions. A perception of our history among
the youth should prevent the futurg generations from
losing their balance and becoming bewildered automa-
tuns dependent upon mazes of machines and com-
puters. [t is perhaps apt that in this, the ‘International
Year of the Youth' that a youthful and dynamic leader-
ship under our new Prime Minister has emerged to
guide the destiny of our millions. A new season of
hope bas been heralded and an atmosphere of opli-
mism prevails within the country.

hls. Rena Norenha is o student of 1CL College, New Bonmhay
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to inspire the rural youth.
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Financial assistance to sporis organisations.

# “Cateh them younag programme” for hays & wivls,

o

Sporis school at Kudige in Kudagu,

UNTAPPED YOUTH ENERGY HARNESSED AND TURNED INTO
A POWERFUL VIABLE FORCE

* The J. P. Narayan National Youth Centre at Vidyanagar irains over 4,000 youlh per year in

various disciplines. At Kumbalgoud, the Training Centre for Women enables them tu become better

Leadership training programmes, youth camps and rallys are organised,

* The Rural Youth Centres are planned in each Taluk to aci as a meeting place, to exchange ideas,

* The Covernment gives special importance to Sports—it means a healthier and more disciplined

Nation. To encourage the youth many facilities are provided,
* Technical College admissinn priorilies la oui-
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sports,
¥ Financial  assistence  and  cish awards,  sehobo- o L -
. ¢ Coaching camps and lraining cenires,
ships to talented sportsimen and sportswomen.
* Rural sports cenlres, Karnataka Information.
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politics of the country which had given him shelter for
so long. He expressed himself even more freely in a
piece which was not published in the Swiss press,
written in November 1916, and entitled “Tasks ot
Left Zimmerwaldists™, referring to the social-demu-
cratic conference which had been held in Zimmerwald,
ncar Berne, in September 1915, In a chapter on “The
Immediate Tasks of Party Propaganda, Agitation and
Organisation”™, he wrote:  To influence broader
masses, the party must organise maore sysiematic
publication of leaflets for {ree distribution. These
should explain to the masses that the revolulionary
proletariat is fighting for the socialist transformatioa
of Switzerland, which is necessury for and in the in-
terests of ninctenths of the population . . . More at-
tention and effort must be devoted to propaganda
among the rural workers, agricultural labourers and
day-labourers, and also among the poor section of the
peasants. . . The party should demand of its pariia-
mcntary representatives . . . that they utilise their parti-
cularly advantageous political position, not for idle
reformist parliamentary talk, which naturally only
hores the workers and rouses their suspicion, but for
propaganda for the socialist rcvolution among the
maost backward strata of the proletariat and semi-pro-
letariat in urban, and particularly rural, areas. . . A
truth most strikingly confirmed by the war should be
brought home to the nasses, nameiy, that so-called
‘neutrality’ is bourgeois deception or hypocrisy, that in
fact it means passive submission to the bourgeoisie™.

In his “Farewell Letter to the Swiss Workers” in
April 1917, Lenin used these words: “Comrades,
Swiss workers: Leaving Switzerland for Russia, to
continue revolutionary-internationalist activity in our
couniry. we, members of the Russian Social-Demo-
cratic Labour Party . . . wish 1o convey to you our
fraterna! greetings and expression of our profound
comradely gratitude for your comradely treatment of
the emigrés”. The letter ends:  “Teansformation of
the imperialist war into civil war is becoming a fact,
Long live the proletarian revolution that is beginning
in Europe.”

For Lenin there could be only two social systems
and two ideologies. As early as 1902, in this book
“What is to be done?”, he said: “Since there can be
no lalk of woindependent idvalugy formulated by the
working masses themselves in the process of their
movement, the only chojce is—either bourgeois of
sociulist jdeology.  There 1s no middie course (for
man has not created a ‘third' ideology. . "

The first countries to be offered permancnt neutra-
lity by the Sosict Union were the Baltic states of

Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. This was in 1920,
Latvia was not interesled in the suggestion, while
Lstoniy and Lithuania, though intercsted, [ailed to
receive the necessary guaranices from the Western
powers. The project failed.

Things were ditferent in Georgia, which was far out-
sile the sphere of influcnce of the Western powers
The Soviet leaders did not hesitate for a moment. in
1921, they attacked Georgia, abolished the legal gov-
ernment and annexed the country, even though they
had previously promised to respect its independence.
The Soviet invasion of Poland in 1939. and the an-
nexation of the Baltic republics in the following yeur
are other examples of gross violations of valid non-
aggression treatics.

The events in Eastern Europe at the end of the
Second World War illustrate the Soviet habit of adap!-
ing words and meanings according 1o oolitical needs.
When Moscow forced Communist regimes on Eastern
Europe, the description was in terms of “helping™
these “pcoples™ in their struggle against “reaction”.
The Soviet leaders spoke of “the class struggle” and
“revolution”™ There is seldom a mention of normal
international or interstale relations.

On the other hand, in 1952 the Soviet Union pro-
posed the neutralisation of Germany. This was in
response to the fact that in July 1951 the Western
powers had declared the state of war with Germany
10 be at an end and had proposed in September of the
same year that “a democratic Germany™ should be-
come a member of the proposed European Defence
Community. The Soviet proposal for a ncutral Ger-
many came up against the Western insistence that a
united German Government could only be formed
after free elections. while the Soviet Union wanted the
cleclions only afler the event,

The conclusion of the Austrian State Treaty in 19535
was certainly bound up with the intention of the
Soviels to find a frainework in which neutrality also
for Germany could luter be established.

But the attitude of the Soviet Union towards
Hungary was cntirely different when on November st
1956 Prime Minister Tmre Nagy declared his country
to be neutral. This has been described as the last
straw which broughlt about the invasion; but the
troops were alrcady on their wuy, Probuahly the de-
avation of acutradity was o st devperate attempt op
the part of Hungary to obtain a status similar to that
of Austria. When the final Sovict attack took place
on November 4th both the Soviet spokesman and Janos
Kadar, the head of the newly formed pupnpct govern-
ment. used only Marxist-Leniotst  terminology: the
Suviel troops were Usaving Hungary Trom a countei-
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revolution™.  The concept of “international relations”
was cntirely ignored.

Soviet militury interventions are usually billed as aid
to a threatened “people™ for the delence of their re-
volution. Thus, Viktor Chebrikov, a member of i)
Soviet Politbura and head of the KGB, said in his
speech for the last anniversary of the Octaber Revolu-
tion; “The peoples (of Nicaragua and Afghanistan)
are obliged 1o defend their revolutions against imperia-
list mercenaries in armed struggle. . . The freedom-
loving people of this and other countries which a1
fighting for independence and progress can be certuin
of our true and constunt solidarity™,

It sometimes happens that circumstance and place
force Soviet spokesmen to be more discreet. In his
speech to the UN General Assembly on September 24th
last year, the Soviet Foreign Minister, Eduard Shevar-
dnadze, declared:  “J( is necessary n particular that
all should recognise the right of the Afghan people 10
live their lives according (o their uwn wishes™,

The conclusion is unavoidable: according to Soviet
doctrine, neutrality is simply onc alternative to mem.
bership of NATO. In this sense, neutrality must be
seen with one eye on military advantage, Thus, the
Austrian State Treaty had the cffect that in an emer-

gency NATO 1roops could no longer be stationed on
the line, Munich-Innsbruck-Verona.

But as soon s & Communist country shows a ten-
dency towards neuteality (or is suspecled of such a
lendency, as in the case of Czechoslovakia in 1968),
then there is no longer talk of “international and in-
terstate refations”, und only the ideological termino-
logy of the class struggle is used.

{t sometimes happens, however, that iactical con-
siderations dictaie a patient attitude. This was also
foreseen by Lenin. in his May 1918 brochure * ‘Left-
Wing" Childishness and the Petty-Bourgeois Menta-
lity™: “lIt is in our interest to do all that is possible,
to take advantage of the slightest opportunity, to post-
pone the decisive hattle until the moment . . . the re-
volutionary warkers’ contingents have united in a
single great international army®,

It is through this glass that we may see Gorbachov's
respect for Swiss neutrality and his relerence to “inter-
national relations”. The time has not yet come for
Switzerland and its permanent, armed neutrality to be
judged according to the terminology of the Marxist-
Leninist doctrinc.

Courtesy: Swiss Presy Review
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Adivasi Kala Mahotsava

S. 1. Clerk

OVER THE YEARS the Indian National Theatre
Research Centre For The Performing Folk Arts are
doing some sterling work in the research and the docu-
mentation of the folk and tribal performing arts ol
Maharashtra and Gujarat.  They also  periodicaily
organize relevant performances ‘seminars;demonstra
tions. Thus, from February 1 to 4 this year they
organized the Maharashira Adivasi Kala Mahotsava in
Baba Amte’s complex at Anandvan, Warora {soie 80
kms., from Nagpur). It involved some 600 tribals,
sixty scholars and 25 journalists/critics. The Mahot-
sava coasisted of scminars in the mornings, demon-
strations in the afternoons and actuval performances a:
nights.

The tribals involved were Gonds, Warlis, Ghorpads.
Dhemsas, Ghusadis, Kolams, Bhillas, Thakurs, ele..
from Thane, Pune, Dhule, Amaravati, Parbhani, Gad-
chiroli, Yavatmal, Nasik, Nanded, Aurangabad and
Jalgaon districts. While the performances provided
the most vivid visuals, the seminars and the demon-
strations provided an interesting background to somc
signihcant understandnig of the yet alive tribal ar
forms of our State. Jivya Soma’s demonstration ong
afternoon of how Warlis paint their paintings covered
to an extent the fine art fact as well.

The performances were no cntertainment per s
and, in all probability, would be a total flop on the
sophisticated urban stage. However, they had an
academic value in that they pre-eminently revealed
their present status—how much of the traditions are
still retained, how the modern way of life is aflecting
them,

On an immediatc level, the performances were
marked by vigorous rhythmic movements, ‘elementary’
musical instruments, cxotic costumes, an uiter abandon,
the least stage consciousness or fright. The creeping
modern influences could be observed in Gandhi caps.
vests, shorts, saris, blouses, mention of Indira Gandhi's
name in one performance, ef al. Before the traditionzl
folk arts per tolally tost, they mwust be scientifically
documented and one is plied that INT s doing same
reatly constructive work in (his contexl,

[t is not possible here cven to list oul the several
perlormances that ook place during the four nights.
However, some of the highlichts were Kahalyacha
Naach by u group of Watlis from Thane; Maorga Naach
by Wurli women rom Thane: Dhemsa by Gonds and
Koknis; Ghorpad by Koknis: Dongardev by Kokais

and Thakars; Tipri from Dhule; Bhare from Pune;
Tamasha by Thakars from Pune: Gop by Thakurs;
Gau  Bahadhani Naiva by Kolam; Gotul Patang v
Madias; Gau Panchavari Natak, Rela Nrityo; Gondi
Nritya; Parai Nritva. OF purticular interest, a numbot
of dances had strong influences of the Rasa and Garba
of Gujarai.

Moving away from the performances, the morning
seminars had some highly specialized scholars as parti-
cipants such as Dr. Prabhukur Mande, Prof. Rajabhau
Deshpande, Dr. Deogavkar, Dr. (Smt.) Deogavkar,
Dr. Sudam Jadhav, Dr. Madhykar Wukode and Anan.
Rao Bophankar, The tonics covered the various
facets of the Adivasis such as their art and culture,
dance, costumes, musical instruments, deities, dialects
and economic development. Needless to add that
lively discussions followed the relevant papers. The
seminars were presided over by Prof, Deogarkar, The
alternoon demonstralions had Warli paintings, Madia
handicrafls, musical instruments and dances,

Altogether these four days at Anandvan were well
spent. They offered some direct visual experiences of
our rich tribal culture. Here was a great dance/
theatre experience in the raw away fcom the sophisti-
cated and/or off-beat stage. It was of special signi-
fieance when one remembers that tribal fine and per-
forming arts are never meant for entertainment per se
but form a very vital part of their festivals, celebra-
tions, prayers and dailv life.  Art in tribal culture is
no mere decoration or ornament and the artist is not
a special person in their society, Art inust serve religi-
ous, social and communal purpose in the tribal society
which also refuses to recognise individual talent as
such, All activities must be group activities. The
Maharashira Adivasi Kala Mahotsava at Apandvan
made one once again aware of some of these facets of
tribal culture.

“Onc hopes the INT will continuc their periodical
presentations of our folk and tribal performing fine
arts, They are very vuluahle for anthropologists,
scholars, the theatre people und Lthe average man.

This festival a1 Anandvan was jointly presented by
the Muharogt Seva Swmiti (of Baba Amte) and the
Indian National Theatre Research Centre For The
Performing Folk Arts and was sponsored by Hindustan
Lever Limited—a very welcome instance of enlighten-
ed art patronage by an Industrial House,
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Freedom

British foreign policy. It takes up the period between
1792-1939. It is divided into six chapters and con-
tains the Ford lectures on English history given by the
author carly in 1956. The Dissenters had always
played an important part in domeslic British politics.
Professor Taylor emphasises their role in foreign
policy as well.

Personal factors did much to determine British
policy. The British nation has been a divided nation.
Dissent is not to be confused with the party arguments
between Liberals and Conservatives. The Dissenters
were Radicals, not good party inen who merely wanted
an alternative government. The aim of the Dissenter,
in 1876 wus to cuapture the Liberal Party through the
instrumentality of Gladstone, rather than to overthrow
the Conservative government.  According to  the
author the Dissenter’s foreign policy was a conspiracy,
‘conductcd behind the backs of the People’ (p. 971,
It siarted with jealousy of the Foreign Office.

The Dissenters did not discriminate between the
professional diplomatists and ‘the governing class’,
They held that the party leaders had made a compact
to keep foreign affairs free from democratic interference.
The ‘governing class’s’ {orcign policy was in the Radi-
cal view, “essentially agpressive and selfish™ (p. 99).
All Radicals held that only the governing classes bene-
fited from foreign policy. Foreign affairs provided the
aristocracy with jobs.

It was Imperialism which produced the change, In
the later years of the 19th cenlury British history was
punctuated by petty and major wars outside Europe—
Egypt in 1882 and afterwards, Angra Peguena in
1884, Spain in 1893, the Kruger telegram in 1896,
Fashoda in 1898, the Boer war in 1899. The balance
of power seemed forgotten.  Financiers provided the
driving force in foreign policy. The Boer war was
capitalist war.  Just after the Boer war a palaxy ot
dissenting writers of literary distinction viz., J. A.
Hebson, Norman Angell, H. N. Brailsford, Lowes
Dickinson put the discussion on foreign policy on an
clevated plane.

According to the author the Dissenters challenged
the immediate as well as the remoter causes of the
Great War, Opposition 1o the war recovered its moral
force after the Bolshevik Revolution.  Before 1917
the Dissenters had bheen sanc and ritional, but they
lad been banbing against the moral curreni.  The
Russian revolution, the Austrian peace offer and Anally
the publication by the Bolsheviks ol the so-called
secret treaties, branded the supporters of the war as
cynical and imperialist.  Even Wilson's Fourteen
Points, in the view of the author, did not restore the
moral superiority of the war-makers: for the British

and even more the French povernment were accused
of planning to evade them—aun accusation which swell-
ed during the actual peace-—making later.

The twenty years of peice from 1918 to 1939 began
with an attempt to adopt the machinery of interna-
tiomal relations (o what wus commeonly, though nor
universally. regarded as a great change in its functions.
Some 1hought that defects in the system of diplomacy
were W blame for the oceurence ol war; others believ-
ed that modern industry and transport had linked the
different purts of the world so inlimately and the was
had drawn their mutual <lependence so close that they
needed & new center of negoliation if not of govern-
ment. The League of Nations grew rom compro-
mises between these and other conflicting opinions. In
operation it inevitably moved from compromise to
compromise.

Taylor's book is fascinating historv and an indis-
pensable guide to the understanding of historical roots
of British foreign policy.

—B. N. Mehrish

THE ECO-VOTE: PEOPLE'S REPRESENTA-
TIVES AND GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT by Digvijay
Sink; Prentice Hall of India; 1985; pp. 144,

ENVYIRONMENTAL conservation is an idea which
boasts of a long and chequered history with its roots
going back to the earliest human societies, However,
the dominant tradition prevailing in the West and foist-
ed upon the East by the colonial link has been con-
cerned with the subjugation and contro} of nature.
Thus, material progress n the West was wrested oul
of the environment indiscriminatcly without any
thought given to the imbalunce created in the sur-
rounding eco-system, This stale of affairs continued
as long as mankind was employed in simple agrarian
and animal-rearing pursuits assured hy a plentiful
supply of land and natural resources. The onslaught
of industriaiization destroved the ape-old harmony be-
tween man and nature by creating varied and insistenl
demands for water, raw materials, und waste disposal
facilities which sorels dested the enviroament™s carry-
ing capacity,  Today, the culminaion of that trend,
characterized by widespromd oic and water pollution.
scalvity ol naluzab resources und defotiition has con-
fronted our planet with 1he possibility of  resource
depletion,  And in spile of 1the worldwide consensus
on the need to protect the cavironment, the ecology
movement has faced an uphill struggle because many
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pations do not wish to limit their economic growtl
within the accepled parameters,

Digvijay Sinh coasiders himself amply qualified to
discuss the ecological crises facing the world because
he had personally witnessed the disappearance of vist
natural asscts in the State of Wankaner in Gujarai
during his formative years. Besides his illustrious
family background., Sinh cun vaunt his experience
gaincd during his tenure as Union Depuly Minister {or
Environment. He is the holder of a Masters™ Degree
from the University of Cambridge which achievement
has sharpened his perceptions on the naturc of the
environmental problems conlronting humanity. How-
ever, Sinh is less nf a writer (han a polemicist because
his work is meant to arouse the sleeping public and its
elected representatives through slogans, frequent repeti-
tion and fervent appeals. Nevertheless, he succeeds
in outlining 2 highly subjective scheme to halt further
depradations on the global eavironment.

Digvijay Sinh points out that all human activity i3
grounded o selhishness and shorl-term gain, Human
society is interested in fighting poverty, curbing erime,
and reducing consumption because these pursuits serve
its own ends. The environmental movement is the
only concern that surpasses immediale gain and nar-
row self-interest. Man is only one part of the eco.
system and he has no right to dominate the environ-
ment becavse other living species have jost as much
right 10 survive and breed. By monopolizing natural
resources, man has aliepated himself from his natural
habit and commiited a pgreat injustice upon other
living specics. With the gradual depletion of his re-
source base, man is pushing against the limits set by
nature and the “spaccship” Earth.

In tracing the background of the ccology movement,
Sinh describes the first sustained elfort to draw global
attention lo the problems of the environment which
resulled in the United Nuations Conference on Human
Environment held in Stockholm in 1972, With a re-
presentation of nearly one hundred and thirteen coun-
tries (including India), this conference highlighted the
divergent concerns of the developing versus the deve-
loped countries. While most developing natiuns were
more concerned about the problems of discase, hunger,
and mere survival, they lent a willing ear to the en-
vronienta dasues dabed e the Confuenee. An
Action Plan was diawn up and the Sthoof June was
declared as World Frovironment Day,  Shoruy there-
after. the establishment of the United Nations LEuviron-
meni Program (UNEP) was successlully put 1o vote
in the U.N. General Assembly and Nairohi was select-
ed as its headquarters.  Other UN, agencies that soon
took patt in the veology movement included UNESCO.

FAQ, WHO, and UNFPA. The Stockholin Confer-
ence also resulted in grass rools activism by noa-
governmental organizations which role was soon offi-
cially recognized.

Dipvijay Sinh’s work is an appeul to all parfiamen-
tarians o become more aware and be involved in cco-
logical matters. Only legislators can develop the
political will to popularize conservation and actively
engage the masses in the protection of scaree flora and
fauna. The highlight of his book is an imaginary con-
versation between a legisiator and his constituert
where the former succeeds in persuading the fatter to
abandon the practice of felling trees and Dbreeding »
large family. Sinh expects, somewhat naively, that a}!
legislators will emulate his imaginary hero and take up
the challenge to dcfend their countries’ natural wealth.
His message is succintly phrascd in a few lines.

“If a political party is not commilted Lo environ-
mental issues, the least it can do is to refrain from
making concessions and compromising Wwith en-
vironmental policies and programs. . ..

Environmental issues arc national issues and not
negotiable by any political party.... This is the
message for the enlightened legislators of tomorrow.”

—Kamal Wadhwa

OUR PEOPLE: QOUR POLITICS (in Telugw) by
Yelamanchili Sivaji; Chetana Publications, Guntur
A.P; pp. 800; Rs. 150,

DR. YELAMANCHILI SIVAJI in his collection of
arlicles on a number of social, political and cconomic
issues appropriately titled “Qur People: Our Politics,”
discusses a wide ranging variety of issues, from ‘th:
city buses of Guntur' at one end of the spectrum to
‘the rape of Czechoslovakia® and ‘Centire-State rela-
tions' at the other.

Dr. Sivaji has the uncanny knack of organising his
material in such a way that he docs not miss the woods
for the trecs. Even while taking carc of detail, ihe
overall picture presented by him is not lost on the
reader  Dr Sivaji s av his best when he tirns chatty
in presenting his views which he decs often enough.

Discussing nearly 170 topics running to about 800
printed pages is in itsell truly staggering,  But whao
you consider the amount of home work and rescarch
that must have gone into the shaping of the articles,
you can appreciate the hard work that has gone nlo
preducing this volume.
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THE NEHRUS: MOTILAL AND JAWAHAR-
LAL by B. R. Nanda; Oxford University Press, New
Delhi; Pp. 357; Rs. 70.

THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS was a
hundred years old last December; its centennial cele-
brations which began on May 6 alse happened to be
the birth anniversary of Paadit Motilal Nehru who was
a key figure in the national frecdom movement in the
nincleen twenties, A biography of such an importart
personality by Shri B. R, Nanda was first published by
George Allen & Unwin Ltd., in 1961, at the time of
his birth centenary. The book under rcview is a re-
print.

It is a two-in-one biography because the author
while going throogh the original sources including
Motilal’s own papers found it impossible to understand
and interpret Motilal's life without dealing in detail
with the ideas and activities of his son. Thus while
describing the father, the son is also described ard
hence the title. Motilal accupied a place next to
Gandhiji in India’s political history in the early twen-
ties; his son proved even greater than him by his
achievements during the latter’s life-time and ultima-
tely becoming Gandhiji's heir. The story of the Nehm
family is closely linked with the story of the Indian
Nationa) Congress, it runs parallel to the latter and a
times gets merged into it

The author narrates vividiy the birth of the Indian
Nattonal Congress, the split in the parly between
Moderates and Extremists, the Home Rule Movement,
the Punjab tragedy and Motilal’s fateful plunge into
the national movement. So also Motilal’s role as the
opposition leader in the Central Legislative Assembiy
and Jawaharlal’s evolution as a champion of indepen-
dent Tndia. The political ¢lushes and emotional bonds
between father and son are described graphically, And
in doing this the author gives a very coherent, incisive
and gripping survey of TIndia's political history fus
seventy years from 186/ 1o 1931,

Analyzing the vcareers of both father und son the
author writes that both played and occupied different
roles in the national freedom struggle. But their lives
were inter-linked with cach other in such a wuay that
one influenced the other.  In spite of their diffesences.
there was un emobional bom! between them.

Poting vl the conliast between e e authan
writea; .o, beir wmperamentad and mtcllectoal Jif-
ferepces were already apparent,  Motilal was practi-
ul. contident, optimistic: Juwalurlal wus academie, in-
trospective, ditlident, Motilal sow the world as itowae
without Ly illostons: Jswwationdal ha! o windeney -
watds whsteaction, o deposition to seeh o shape for

life from within himself. Motilal's reading was
utititarian, usually related to the job in hand: he had
onc of the largest private libraries of law books in
india. To Jawaharlal rcading was not only an ex-
quisite pleasure, but a key to lhose immeasurable
realms of knowledge the existence of which he daily
perceived; his intellectual uppetite was insatiable”
(pp. Li8-119), These ditference in turn made the
political partnership between the iwe more remark-
able,

The preatest quality of Motilul, according te
Gandhiji, was “Love of his son™ and his love for the
country wus “derived from his love for Jawaharlal”.
He had no ambition other than for his son and his
son's ambitions were for the country, It was this
“love of his son” which ultimately urged Motilal, be-
sides many other factors, 10 give up in 1920 his legu!
practice and ail the luxuries for the national cause,
This in turn became a symbol of political sacrifice in
the eyes of the Indian public. He contributed a great
deal to 1he national movement as he had many things
to offer, He was a true secularist in his ontlook as he
was a product of intermingling of Aryan, Moghul
and European cultures. He was a great parliamen-
tarian, and he, with his Swaraj Party, laid the founda-
tion of the representative form of government in India

The book is mainly based on the study of original
and unpublished sourccs, the Nehru family papers,
confidential officiul records, the Gandhi and Sapru
papers. The author was the Director of the Nehty
Museum and Library for several years and this was in
an ideal position to do so. The hook makes interest-
ing reading especially for students of modern Indian
history and politics for its simple und lucid language,
for clarity und detailed information. Fine printing,
an atlractive get-up and the moderate price are other
plus points of the book.

—Kunjbala Modi

Tnananticle on b Tndio and € limg e takig o
U wapiigist toad. the Loorwnnt inds many  positise
sgis lor India's fulvie economic growth,  Amony
them is the fact that “India now has o prime minister
who failed 1o get u degree a1 Cambridge and wis not
Chatrman ol the lacal inhian Socieny™

Sienefe Oerver, Docember 24
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WOMEN IN POVERTY: TYRANNY OF THF
HOUSEHOLD. Edifed by Devaki Jain and Nirmala
Bannerji; Shakti Books; New Delhi; 1985; Pp. 178;
Rs. 125,

THIS book is a collection of twelve essays on women
in indigent households where there is a constant battle
for survival due to insufficient resources and consc-
quently where women and female children remain ney-
lected, This of course is in contrats to middle class
families. The essays are divided into four parts, hhe
first dealing with inequalities and handicaps within the
households, the second with women in employment,
the third with the labour market and the household
and the last with the problems of collecting reliable
data on women's activities in these houscholds.

The first (wo essays in part onc are the findings of
a survey done in the villages of West Bengal and
Bangladesh respectively.  They point out the sex-wise
inequalities within 2 household in health-care and in
access to individual consumption; they reveal that there
is an in-built bias in the cultural values of the families
and that even general welfare schemes like the lund
reforms programme introduced in Kuchli do not alter
the intra-family sex bias in nutrition, The third paper
demonstrates that women as u whole engage in back-
breaking labour in scrounging for the fast disapcaring
energy resources, which on the one hand heavily tells
upon their health. Bui at the same time they have
very littlle access to nutritionally valuable food, these
being gobbled up by the other sex. There is a crying
need for emphasizing these to be made available o
them in any grand framework for development., The
lust paper analyses houschalds where women are ths
heuds of families and indisputably aprees (hal thwese
are dogged by handicaps in their quest for resources
for their very bone survival.

The two studies in part two dealing with women
belonging to the Scheduled Castes and Tribes and
women in employment in the districts of Karnataka
respectively, indicate how National and State pio-
grammes for cconomic development for the backwaid
classes and regions (o not benefit the women of the
groups concerned for whom they are intended, Mot
of them #re unaware of the cxisting programmes,

The two papers in parl Uinee deal wiih the osie o
of sex-wise diserimination in the tabour market, Thyre
are varations across regions i the field of agricuitne
and these arise because of agricultural variations in
tubuos  on women's work,  Also the cstimation of
their domestic work awd 1ts vidue tends o infuence
their worth in the Tabour market as well.

We need more ol scientifically organised inform-

lion regarding the activilies of women; this we need
urgently and part four concentrates on methodological
problems reluting to the collection of data on women,
A paper in this section points out that the work donc
by women (absolutely vital bul always unpaid) in the
homes for the benefit of its members is not listed at
all as work done, And this in the very Census and
National Sample Survey (N.8.S.) inguiries! In this
respect the N.SS. hus o more inclusive list of acti-
vitics—but even here only those activities that have
an exchuange or market value qualify to be included as
work, negleciing their valuable contribufion (o the
national well-being. This evidently is the result of a
built-in bias in our social values.

The book is indeed valuable in as much as it throws
lighi on the inadequate recognition and low evaluation
of women's role which becomes the chief cause for
the gender-based inequality exercised in poor housc-
holds.

The papers in part four suggest alternative methods
of data collection for evaluntion of women’s work and
help break the barriers of perceptions and attitudes
that have uided the cnhancement of women’s discri-
mination. The book deserves a prominent place in
the literature an Women's Studics.

—Rosbeh Bilimoria
” N
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Leslie Sawhny Centre

83, Rest Camp Road, Deolall

HERE's a quiet place. set in the heighis of Deolali. Amidst lush green hills and
blooming rose gardens is the Leslie Sawhny Centre,

The bracing climate of Deolali and the wam-heared hospitatity of the Training Centre
are a hoppy combination, promoting a sense af well-being and enthusiasm.

Mcny_courses are conducted here from time ta time by the Lestie Sawhny Programme
of Training for Democracy. a non-partisan educational organisation, nomed after the

late Col, Leslie Sawhny which aims at the training of citizens In constructive citizenship
and leadership.

Now, the Training Centre, with allt ifs residential and other amenities, is being made
availabie fa commercial ond other organisations which need a sultable venue, at very

reasonable rates, for thelr own programmes such os seminars, conferences, group
discussions and fraining courses.

The Training Centrg is well plonned and equipped with the Iatest avaitable audio visual
facilities, conference room, library, indoor games. television, etc.

Deoldli is most easily and convenlently accessible from Bombay by rail and road.

For enquires and further detqils please write 10:
The Executive Secreiary
Leslie Sawhny Programme
Ammy & Navy Building, 3rd floor
148 Mahatma Gandhi Rood
Bombay 400 023

FREEDOM FIRST FOUNDATION

Freedom, with social responsibility and the rule of law, is the foundation of civilisation and a
precondition for soclal and cultural progress. Few people however, have an adequate idea
and understanding of the meaning and value of freedom and its implicationon day-to-day
life. Generally, freedom is taken to mean merely the absence of restrictions of whatever one
wishes 10 have or do. It is doubtfut whether freedom as a basic value has become a part of
our culturol ethos.

There is urgent need to promote the acceptance of the values of reedom and dignity of
the individual among our people and specially among the young. The only hope lies in the
effors of valuntary organisations specifically dedicated 1o the promotion of these values. A
long-term programme of sound popular education in the meaning. implications and respon-
sibilities of freedom in all its dspects is necessary.

These considerations, and the desire to maoke efforts in that direction, have prampted the
esiablishment of the Freedom Frst Foundation as a non-partisan, educotional, charitable
Trust for the promotion of these values and ideals. The Foundation will organise lectures, semi-
nars, study ciasses, and other educdtive and cultura! activities. and will publish and/or sub-
sidise the publicahion of pericdicals, books and pamphlets, for the promotion of these aims
and objectives.

We gppeal to all those who are commifted to freedom. democracy and an open society
1w suppornl the Foundation by sending donatons and condibuhGine lu e conpeus of Ihe Foun-
dation,

The: Foundation has been registered under the Pulalic Trust Act and donations of Rs. 250 and
above are exempt from lax ander Section 80 G(1] of he Incuine lax Act, 1901,

Cheques should be made payable fo ihe Freedom Flrst Feundatlon, 127, Mahatma Gan-
dty Rood, Bomibzay 400 023, and earmarked for its conpus
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