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Dear Reader 

While the world watches Communist China s attempts 
to modernise by taking halting steps towards economic 
liberalisation (if such a thing is possible in a totalitarian 
system), not enough attention is being paid to the 
tightening of China's grip over Tibet. Tibetans are already 
a minority 1n their own country, they are being killed in 
large numbers and their nation is being systematically 
parcelled out in b1ts to neighbouring Chinese provinces. 
In our own small way we wish to prod our people's 
conscience to the travails of a neighbouring people 
(pages 5 fj 6). 

Wadhwa analyse the growing menace. While on the 
subject of violence we also take a look at the 'Riddles' 
controversy which generated much heat and avoidable 
violence and thought that in addition to some 
background information you might welcome an extract 
from the late Dr. B.R. Ambedkar's book. 

From Holland comes a contribution from that eminent 
Liberal Dr. Frits Bolkestein on the Dutch view of 
citizenship. Readers will. we are sure. agree that that is 
also the views of liberals everywhere. 

We won't be saying anything new when we observe . 
that violence in India is escalating. On the back cover IS a 
map of freedom which shows India a~~ng tho~e t~~ally 
free. This freedom is today very much under s1ege 
having to contend not only with violence engineered by a 
variety of vigilantes groups- political, cultural and 
religious but also State violence in more subtle forms. Dr. 
AN. Dalal, Mrs. Louella Lobo Prabhu and Kamal 

We are happy to carry the text of a well thought out talk 
by Karnataka Chief Minister Mr. Ramakrishna Hedge in 
which he avers that a coalition government at the Centre 
is possible and can work given certain basic pre­
conditions. 

We acknowledge our debt to The Statesman for Mr. 
Masani's comments. 

We invite readers to write to us on what they think of 
the journal now in its third year as a Quarterly. 
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WITH MANY VOICES 
"The deep moans round wiU1 many uoices. Come. my friends 

'Tis nolloo (f!le to seek a newer world''- Tennyson 

Nothing causes more hilarity among educated Indians 
than the spectacle of politicians like Bhagat and Tytler 
paying lip service to Gandhian ideals of poverty and 
honesty in public life 

Edward Behr, Encounter, January 1988 

Throughout history humans have lived with perils over 
which there seemed little control - stronger creatures. 
hostile elements, mysterious diseases. One by one such 
threats have been tamed and replaced by one of our own 
making (air pollution). 

Noel Grove. Span. March 1988 

How wonderful il is t o no longer have to pretend to be a 
socialist in order to be considered patriotic. 

Tavleen Singh. Express Magazine. March 13 

As in life so also in death Varadhabhai proved yet again 
that crime pays ... like nothing else. 

Tl1e Sunday Observer. January I 0 

Once upon a time, cricketers accepted umpires' wrong 
decisions without question. But that was when sports was 
a game, wasn't it 

The Economist. December 12 

If violence on the streets leads to violence in society 
generally. an increase in the depiction of lovemaki~g on 
lV might result in more tenderness and more fun m the 
nation's bedrooms. 

Philip Noel, Listener, Sept 24. 1987 

It is a curse of the leisure class that can afford to go to the 
end of the earth to dump its orange peel. 

Quoted in the Times o{ India, January IS 

Blessed are the young for they shall inherit the national 

debt 
11/utd I utlcty. I t:l11 U<J ty i..'J 

f • • It >Ill [11 I 

Do not talk about yellow j ournals. If they attack MLA's 
and Ministers I declare they are all yellow journals. They 
have no character or morality. 

Paul Hector Pandian. Aside, February 16 

Economists are a highly overrated tribe. Europe and 
America have between them more Nobel Prize 
economists than Japan. and look at the mess their 
economies are in. 

Jay Dubashi, The Sunday Observer. January 3 

If Richard Nixon had to reckon with a Justice Thakkar 
and/or a Justice Natarajan he would have gone scot free. 

A. G. Nooram, The 11/u.strared Weekly of India. January 3 

Solzhenitsyn is a Khomeini, He is the enemy. l don't want 
such freedom. 
Georg! Andjaparidz.e. Director olthe Soviet literacy publishing firm 
KhudozhestVennaya Uteratura. 

Tlte Asian Wdl/ S1ree1 Joumal. February 19 

Needless to say that I shall have nothing to do with these 
funsters. I hope they will have plenty of Pepsi-Cola on 
their way to Dandi. 

N.G. Gore (Commenting on the Dandi march to commemorate 
Gandhi's Dandi March launch1ng the Salt Satyagraha. The Indian 

Post.March 13 

Sovtet cttiz.ens squandered etghl btllion working days a 
year looking for goods in short supply. 

Sarah Traxler,Speclator, OcL 31, 1987 

We have enough religion to hale one another but not 
enough to love one another 

Nani Palkhivala, I /intlustan Times, August 5 

A perusal of admisston records in Kerala·s schools may 
lead one to an interesting. though erroneous. conclusion 
that most birthc; in thP "'"'" nr-rm in thP mnnth n f M?ty 

Thr \VN•k , fpbruarv 7 



OF CABBAGES AND KINGS 

Milovan Djilas - 'Virtual 
Unperson' 

This is how seventy-seven year old 
Milovan Djilas describes himself today. 
He has been described as a phantom of 
the pasl For the first time since the 
1950s, after thirty-four long years, he 
has been interviewed by a journal and 
this too by a student magazine! Perhaps 
he is the only important surviving mem­
ber who had direct dealings with Stalin 
but he is almost virtually under arrest 
for he was denied the right to travel 
abroad (until this year}; has no friends 
from his active political days; his books 
•n his native language are not even in 
print, and in the-streets _of Belgrade only 
a very few give him a nod of recogni­
tion. 

It was earnings from his Western 
royalties that helped him buy his mod­
est flal His New Class might well be 
regarded as one of the most important 
political tracts published from Europe 
in this century and it did lead to a con­
siderable search of heart among com­
mjtted socialists and leftjsts and gave 
rise to furious debates. 

Obscurity might be the lot of most 
people but deliberate ostracism can be 
galling particularly for a man of the sen­
sibmties that Djilas is. 

In his interview to the student maga­
zine reproduced in the Hindu of 
September 25, 1987 DjiJas comments 
interalia on communism today: 

"There is the same crisis of the sys­
tem from Belgrade to Beijing. Changes 
of substance are not yet in sight any­
where, not in Russia, let alone China" 
Without radical reform, he says' the 
Soviet leader, Mr. Mikhail Gorbachev 
will ultimately fail. 

''Mr. Gorbachev still has to show he 
contemplates more than reform within 
t.he systen• - t.e. Stmply to tmprove 1t ­
instead of reform of the whole system 
which is essential. He talks only in 
general terms about improving demo­
cracy, but nothing specific about 
broadening it. by admitting new ideas 

,.the t im<& has coJnQ,." t~ 
~oahu~ ~a.td, 

.. tJo talk of ma:n.y things: 
of ihoe~-ana sh.ips­

an.d se.alin~va.x­
of~ba~e-s ~ 

and kints-" 

-l~wis carroll 

and approaches. Yet, without that - as 
we see increasingly in Yugoslavia -
there can be no true reform ... 

Mr_ Djilas nonetheless sees Mr. Gor­
bachev as "something very positive" in 
Soviet development, bringing a ''new 
phase" of tremendous importance to 
the West and the world at large. "But 
remember that, though Mr. Gorbachev 
is both younger. more dynamic, and 
flexible than his predecessors, he faces 
the same problems - traditional Rus­
sian IJlentality, the habit and inertia 
generated by an enormous bureaucra­
cy and the highly closed nature or the 
system." 

RS 

Closing India 

Some opposition parties efforts to 
close India, Bharal Bandh in ether 
words,. were by most newspaper 
accounts, only partially successful. In 
states where opposition parties are in 
power the Bandh was 'total'. In other 
words in the States of Andhra Pradesh, 
Karnataka, Kerala and West Bengal the 
ruling parties blessed the closing of In­
dia in their states! 

What do these Bandhs try to prove? 
Simply the extent of political c lout the 
·respective political parties have. They 
are essentially an exercise in political 
gamesmanship. The main demands of 
the 15th March Bandh sponsors were 
the ouster of Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, and the 
huiJirtg of generdl elecuons betore the 
due date which is the end ol next year. 
with some economic demands such as 
arrestmg the rising cost or living, cor­
ruption in high places etc. thrown in for 
good measure. 

Bandhs are an expression of impo­
tent anger. They are actually counter­
productive. If many stayed at home it 
was more out of a fear of getting hurt, 
or stranded on their way to work or 
being subjected to harassment by the 
organisers· cadres. 

Ask any man in the street what hr 
thought of Bandhs and I bet nine out of 
ten will denounce them. Bandhs 
no longer evoke spontaneous re­
sponse. There is no sense of solidarity 
and sympathy. Only one of disgust. 

Just as the failure of a Bandh does 
not imply support for the party against 
whom a Bandh is directed, it is no in­
dicator either of support for the spon­
sors. In both cases neither suffers. Only 
the people are put to avoidable harass­
ment. 

'Hartal', a Gandhian legacy which 
evoked voluntary participation io large 
measure during the days of the free­
dom movement and even during the 
infamous 'emergency·. and now re­
christened ·Bandh' (an ugly word). has 
become a useless weapon. 

What did the March J 5 'Bharat 
Bandh' achieve? According to news­
paper reports the death of seven people 
and injuries to 250 in various parts of 
the country not to mention loss of 
wages and losses in production. Will it 
influence government policies in any 
way? Not the slighte"'st. And yet we shall 
have our politicians doing this time and 
again for, they are bankrupt in the realm 
ot 1deas. r he sad tact ts that alter 40 
years of freedom the wisdom ol out 
politicians is in inverse proportion to 
that of our people 

SVR 
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"Gazetting" the Press 
In the battery of words used in effec­

tiv~ly throttling newspapers a new word 
that the Asians have c:ontributed to the 
language of Milton and Mill is "gazet­
ting". The Singapore government 
under the tutelage of its energetic Prime 
Minister Lee Kuan Yew has had re­
course to "gazetting" journals and 
newspapers that are critical of its gov­
ernment and administration. The Far 
Eastern Economic Reuiew is the latest 
of the journals to be "gazetted" by this 
act. The local. circulation has been re­
duced from 9000 to 500; Time maga­
zine has had its circulation lopped off 
from 18,000 to 2,000 and The Asian 
Wall Street Journal from 5,000 to 400. 
A similar fate befeli Asiaweek. 

Those Singaporeans who want to 
read the "gazetted'' journals will have to 
go to Johore to buy them. This is cer­
tainly not good for Singaporeans who 
have been avid readers of these jour­
nals. 

Like South Korea, Singapore has 
Jured many free enterprise enthusiasts, 
but in both places freedom has always 
been precarious. Till the present cen­
tury, democracy and fundamental free­
doms have accompanied an open free 
market economy. But in the present 
century it is undergoing different man­
ifestations - at a time when the ordered 
economies of the communist world are 
talking of Glasnost! 

Of Pigs. Mongooses anc;1 Bed­
bugs 

Sri Lanka's experiment in snuffing 
out drug peddling is amusing in a world 
that is otherwise grim. In the last few 
years Colombo has become an impor­
tant entrepot for drugs to be smuggled 
in and out of the country and the coun­
try has a serious drug problem. The au­
thorities got nine German Shepherds to 
sniff luggage at the airport. They were 
efficient but the costs were fabulous. 
They had to be kept in airconditioned 
kennels and in special vehicles; a spe­
,-i~ l ("~"':'l' h:vlli' hr •·n~r"~y·"' '" nr<>!"'lr.c 

"dog chow"_l\lso while each dog cost$ 
150 the salary of the trainers was just a 
lh1rd of thm! 

Mnsl nbnoxiou~ was the assault on 
Muslim sensibilities which regard the 

,.,eectom Frr:,/ -1 

dog only next to the pig in uncleanli­
ness. And no self-respecting Muslim 
would like either his person or his lug­
gage to be sniffed by these, far from 
clean, animals. 

The government has now pensioned 
off the dogs and resorted to another 
Swadeshi rodent, the mangoose, to 
sniff at the loathsome drugs. Obviously 
there are several advantages. They are 
tropical and do not need airconditioned 
homes. They are clever and can easily 
be trained, In fact a couple of them Tik­
ki and 'No'ni have emerged as experts in 
tracking hidden drugs. But their pre­
sence amidst crowded air passengers 
waiting in the clearance queue may not 
be reassuring. For one thing they can 
bite - in fact all the ten mangooses in 
the training programme bit the trainers 
several times. And the tourists bitten in 
the feet are not likely to regard this as a 
rodent's way of saying "namaste"! Also 
they can climb over people and scare 
the life out of them. 

Meanwhile the Israelis are training 
bed-bugs to detect heroin and the Ger­
mans, pigs that will be drug-sensitive 
and ferret out drugs. 

We are in for exciting experience -
that is those who belong to the jet set. 
They will have more interesting things 
to talk about besides places and exotic 
foods! 

South Korea's 'Free Enterprise' 

Many of us disillusioned with the 
varieties of socialism practised by our 
governments at different levels have 
looked up to those systems where free 
enterprise seems to work so excellently. 
South Korea has remained an impor­
tant beacon to many a country that pul­
led itself up by its bootstraps out of the 
ruin that the war wrought on that coun­
try. Its clean roads. the spick and span 
towns and the new cars do proclaim a 
miracle. But some truths have rubbed 
off som e of the gill. ll appears that 
police haul up all battered cars and 
' ·-, ,.,.. .I L I - 1 

-· - , ~:-J-· _,._. .... ,..,., I .... ...,..,~'-' J 

iHl not (ofh>nJ•:d l'y lf11 ~i!Jftl." 13ull u\V 
ings from the international market 
<lrnuur ~~ to a wllopl;in8 ~ 40,000 mil hun 
dollars makin~l it the f :>urlh largest de­
btor tn the world! 

Its free enterprise is again a cover, for 
the flfteen large "giant conglomerates 
called Chaebols'' resembling the 
Japanese giants and which a.re sup­
posed to be capitalistic but are all under 
the total and rigid control of the Ministry 
of Finance and the Economic Planning 
Board: the Board decides what should 
be produced, whether it should be for 
internal consumption, or for export. On 
directions from the Board, the 
Chaebols produce what they are told to, 
and the government decides as to who 
is doing well and _ calls the others to 
stop. 

This is a '' free enterprise system" not 
known anywhere else! While this is 
something that will intrigue votaries of 
free enterprise, there are other man­
ifestations that are definitely obnoxious. 
The rural economy is so manipulated 
that people migrate to towns to labour 
in the factories for a low wage. While the 
wages are low the prices are almost 
European and the conditions of work 
are straight from the pages of Dickens. 
Half a million industrial accidents is the 
record for a year. Women workers are 
not only paid but are often employed 
for 15 hours on a working day and 
''slaving for 36 hours is not unknown". 
Employers often hire goons to physical­
ly assault working women who organize 
strikes. It is said that the only alternative 
for them is to turn to prostitution and 
even this is overcrowded with a million 
women of easy virtue in Seoul. I do not 
know of the census in Bangkok or 
Hong Kong. 

The press till recently was manipu­
lated and directed as to what news to 
highlight and what to suppress. The 
government does not frown on em­
ployers having their own computer 
blacklist of troublesome employees -
those who form unions. In the poorer 
quarters of each city a government offi­
cial (who is unpaid) has a list of people 
and their addresses and those who 
move out - surely for surveillance and 
not for honourable purposes! 

RS 

I , ~ .. ",..." ~ r> •• ~. ··~ .. ,h, ,..., •• ""., , ~ r,-,r 

"tJccess, b~Jt l ~""' oivc you the for­
mula for failure - which is: try to 
please evef)L•oJy 

- 1-tetbert Bayard Swope 



Tibet Struggles For Freedom 

Text o{Statemenl adopted at a Sem inar convened by the Hindustani Andolan and the Indian Committee for 
Cultural Freedom on February 27 in Bombay 

When, during the aftermath of the 
Second World War, the Colonial 
Powers were withdrawing from their 
colonies: even as India became free 
and was declaring itself a Sovereign 
Democratic Republic; its northern 
neighbour Tibet, which had done no 
country any harm was invaded and 
occupied by Communist China. 

It took the Chinese a decade to 
crush the poorly armed but valiant 
people culminating in the suppres­
sion of a national uprising in which 
over 87,000 Tibetans were killed. 
Despite this the resistance con­
tinues. 

To our eternal shame our Govern­
ment equivocated and finally ac­
quiesed to Chinese hegemony over 
a deeply religious and peace loving 
people. Some national honour was 
salvaged when the then Government 
of India provided shelter to His Holi­
ness the Dalai Lama and thousands 
of his countrymen who had no other 
option but to flee the land of their 
birth. 

It is however regrettable that the 

A Report on the Seminar 
The Statement pubiished above repre­
sents the unanimous view of the partici­
pants at the seminar which included Mr. 
Minoa Masani, Mr. M.V. Kamath. Dr. 
Aloo Dastur and Mr. R.M: Laia--amog 
others. The seminar had the benefit of 
the views of Mr. Thupten Samphel of 
the Central Tibetan Secretariat at 
Dharmshala in Himachal Pradesh. 

Mr. Masani who chaired the seminar 
recalled India's pussileanimous attitude 
which enabled the Communist Chinese 
to annex Tibet and resulted in the 
r:hinese invasion of India in 1962. He 
said that far from suppQrting Tibet's 
appeal to the United Nations for help. 
the then Prime Minister, Mr. Jawah~rlal 
Nehru prevented the Uniterl Nations 
from going to Tibet's assistance. 

Mr. M.V. Kamath pointed out that to­
day the real problem Jn Tibet was not so 

Government of India has not permit­
ted the Dalai Lama a Government­
in-Exile. This seminar calls upon the 
Government to permit such a 
Government-in-Exile. 

It may be recalled that just a 
month before he died Sardar Val­
Jabhbhai Patel had warned Mr. Jawa­
harlal Nehru of Communist China's 
intentions and the geopolitical con­
sequences of the disappearance of a 
buffer State, His were prophetic 
words for, in less than three years 
after their subjugation of Lhasa, the 
Communist Chinese invaded India. 

This Seminar, even while welcom­
ing His Holiness the Dalai Lama's 
"Five Point Peace Plan for Tibet" as 
an act of great statemanship which 
the Chinese have so far chosen to 
ignore hopes that the struggle for the 
independence of the Tibetan people 
will, in the end. succeed and peace 
and tranquility will once again return 
to Tibet. History shows us that 
however mighty an imperialist pow­
er, it is nothing when faced with the 
struggle of a suppressed people's 

much the forced occupation of the 
country by the Chinese Army as much 
as the problem of getting rid of Chinese 
settlers who now outnumber the Tibe­
tans in their own country. 

Mr. Madhu Mehta drew attention to 
the fact that the Chinese were deploying 
short and long range missiles in Tibet 
and using that country as a dumping 
ground for nuclear waste. thus thre­
atening the environment of the entire 
Himalayas and India. 

Mr. Thumpten Samphel who was a 
member of the fact finding Mission 
deputed l.o Tibet by the Dalat Lama in 
1985, explained how the United States 
h.:Jd in the tifties dropped w.-apons to 
help the sl!uggling Tibetans but how 
ultimately they betrayed the Tibetans by 
succumbing Lo L11eir new fou11d love ro1 

love for their motherland. 

Meanwhile the Seminar submits 
that immediate and primary consid­
eration by giveh to the physical 
security and democratic rights of the 
Tibetan people and assures China 
that China's initiative to guarantee 
these rights to the Tibetan people 
will prove to be a giant step forward 
in creating goodwill among the Indi­
an people towards the People's Re­
public of China. 

The Seminar pays its humble tri­
bute to the Dalai Lama and to the 
valiant and peace-loving people of 
Tibet and expresses its solidarity to 
them in their continuing struggle 
against imperialist aggression. 

By the end of 1988 the Dalai 
Lama and his people would have 
completed 30 years in exile. The 
Seminar calls upon freedom-loving 
people and organisations all over the 
world to observe 1989 as the YEAR 
OF TIBET and hold meetings, rallies 
and in other ways to focus attention 
on this most tragic human problem 
of the century. 

China. 

Out of a total Tibetan population of 6 
million, 1.2 million Tibetans had been 
killed in the last 25 years. In any future 
talks between India and China. the Tibe­
tan question should therefore be in­
cluded, said Mr. Samphel. 

The case for the Tibetans who have 
been reduced to the status of second 
class citizens in theJr own country and 
to that of a minority is perhaps unpre­
cedented in the annals of world history. 
No government seems to give the Dalai 
Lama the importance they give to the 
PLO and its leader, This is true of our 
country where we see nothing wrong in 
, ffic1ally recognising the PLO while, to 
otJr shame (like other countries). cold 
shouldering il genuine religious leader 
totally dc::dicated to ah imsa 



Chinese Imperialism in Tibet 
- Some Facts 
TIBET-A SOVEREIGN NATION 

• Tibet's recorded history began In 127 B.C., but the 
State was unified and reached its imperial apogee be­
tween the 7th and I Oth centuries A.D. The country's 
borders remained largely unchanged frorn the 1Oth 
century until the Communist Chinese invasion. 

• Tibe.t developed relations with all its neighbours, in­
cluding the Mongols. Nepalese, Manchus, Chinese, 
British, Russians and Indians. 

• For short periods of its history Tibet came under the 
influence of Mongol Khans, Nepalese Kings, the Man­
chu Emperors. and the British rulers of India. Tibet 
never lost its independent statehood, and was never 
incorporated into any other state, including China. 

• Any uncertainty that might have existed about the na­
ture of the country's relationship with the Manchu 
Empire, was resolved once that empire collapsed in 
1911 and the Dalai Lama publicly reasserted Tibet's 
full independence. 

r All important legal studies conclude that Tibet in 1950 
was an independent state in law and fact 

• Chinese armies illegally invaded and occupied Tibet 
by force in 1949/50. 

VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

• 1.2 million Tibetans (one-sixth of the population) died 
as a direct result of the Chinese occupation. 

• In 1960 the International Commission of Jurists found 
that genocide was being committed in Tibet and that 
16 Articles of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights were being violated. 

• The U.N. General Assembly passed three Resolutions 
condemning China for "violations of fundamental hu­
man rights of the Tibetan people" and called on China 
to respect the Tibetan people's rights, including their 
right to self-determination. 

• In an effort to annihilate Tibet's religion and culture. 
the Chinese systematically destroyed 6254 monaster­
ies and temples: 80% during the "democtalic re­
forms" before 1966. and the remaining 20% during 
the Cultural Revolution, according to Chinese officials. 

• One out of ten Tibetans has been held in prisons or 
forced labour camps for periods of I 0 to 20 years. 
Most were beaten and tortured. Today 3000 - 4000 
T ibetans, including 300 monks, remain in captivity for 
anti-state activities. 

• The Chinese policy o f " religious-liberalization," is 
merely superficial: Tibetans are allowed to rebutld 
some monasteries. but serious study or teaching of 
religion 1s fot bidden Only I 0- 15 new monks are 
il llrtwt• rl tn f'nler a monastery earh vear 

• rowed .!he llltOilS ancl ~~~·rili;ation ol Tibeldfl Wl.l1Tl~11 
ore common In Clodmdo, Tibet's third largest dry, 
I, 1 1 ..., llrlV• h!"l:' I 1Pc11cd i11 ._lnrcn dr,,i ct• r1111l tjr~rf•l•it 
hmo; cf lm"pJials. 

TH.E CHINESE MILITARY PRESENCE 

With the Chinese occupation of Tibet, Chinese and 
Indian troops face each other on the Himalayan border 
for the first time in history. Instead of being separated by 
a large buffer state. the world's two most populous coun­
tries now share a common border - over which serious 
disputes now exist. 

• An estimated 300,000 - 500,000 troops of which 
200,000 ( 15 divisions) are permanently stationed in 
the Tibet "Autonomous Region ", (approximately one 
soldier for every 1 0 Tibetans). Intelligence reports esti­
mate that because or this year's increased tension 
troop strength in the "Autonomous Region .. may have 
been increased to 30 divisions. 

• 17 secret radar stations : 
• 14 military airfields : 
• 5 missile bases (Kongpo Nyitri. Powo Tamo. Rudok, 

Golmu and Nagchuka) 
• At least 8 ICBMs, 70 medium range missiles and 20 

intermediate range missiles 

Well over half of Tibet's original territory has been 
appended to the contiguous Chinese provinces with only 
Central Tibet (U-Tsang) and parts of Ectstern Tibet 
(Kham) remaining as the so-called Tibet Autonomous 
Region. 

The administrative incorporation into China of these 
vast areas serves to reduce the importance of Tibet, while 
also splitting the Tibetan population. and accelerating 
their signification. 

POPULATION'TRANSFER c 

The transfer of Chinese to Tibet is reaching alarming 
proportions. The real fear is that if the present Chinese 
policy is successful - and indications are that it is -
Tibetans will be reduced to a small and insignificant 
minority in their own country in the same way as the 
Manchus (35 Chinese to I Manchu), the Turkik people (3 
to I ) and the Mongolians (5 to I ) have been. The object 
of this policy is to forcibly ··resolve" China·s territorial 
claims over Tibet by rneans of a massive and irreversible 
population shift. 

7.5 million Chtnese now outnumber the 6.0 million 
Tibetans in Tibet. They are distributed as follows 
(approximate figures in millions): 

• In all major ci ties Lhe Chinese today outnumber the 
Tibetans. In Lhasa there are I 00,000 Chinese com­
pared Lo 50 000 Tibetans. 

• Tht> 1 ran ... l.-r Inc; PI orlc ,, Pd ' ~00''1 tnll.=~tinn 1 <~1 P ' " 1 I il 
two rio:.~'")( 1!'1) '>IJ()f ply divcdc;d CIIOtt!J f'cH iolli11e;, cllld 

ttnpre•reclented unPmploymenl among Tibetans. In 
1111 ll1.s• 1 ,,,JI,·v l11' r·c;,m,rt..- lQ(l()() lil,,.l"'' httv"" 
lo·.: llle11 jc..Jl>o.., l1llle ltt''IYIV &Hivt:J Utllll s~ 



Violence, Civilization and Democratic Values 

Thing:, fall apart. the centre cannel 
hold; 
Mere anarchy is loosed upon the 
world. 
The blood-dimmed tide Is loosed 
and everywhere 
The ceremony of innocence IS 

drowned: 
The best lack all conviction. while the 
worst 
Are full of passionate Intensity.' 

W.B. Yeats, The Second Coming 

nn "'\av I I 1987 an Enghsh judgr> 
sentenced and convicted soccer hooli­
gans to pnson terms of upto ten years 
for having orgamsed a six-year 'reign of 
terror· provoktng clashes among nval 
soccer fans who turned English and 
European stad1ums into battlegrounds. 
The five who were sentenced were de· 
scribed by the JUdge as "some of the 
nastiest, most ruthless and most vicious 
m en for whom v1olence appeared to be 
a way of life:· A few days earlier. 1n Apnl, 
communal riots were sparked off in 
Ahmedabad by a d1spute over a deci­
sion in a street criCket match. Heated 
arguments were followed by stone­
throwing. knifing, arson and attacks on 
homes and shops. Five lives. were lost 
and several people were injured. 

Obviouslv. mass-violence till now 
reslncted to political and soc1al hie. has 
now mvaded the world of sports. 
Phrases such as lim play or ·bemg a 
sporting loser are now obsolescent 

Violence Innate or Learnt 
This rap1dly increasing mc1dence of 

mass-v1olence on global, national and 
local levcb ra1ses deeply d1sturb1ng 
questiOJb Is mctn VIOlent by nature? Is 
the des1re to hurt. ma1m ctnd kill o thers 
programmed 1n h1s gene-. or I') 1t !cat nt 
hc,m the t>x.Jrnplc'> and c.ltlltlldl!') ht• 
:.t:l'!> 111 ~uut.:tyl 1\\u~l ex~~:• t::. I udctv 
agree llttll rncln hJs on I~ <.J mJr gtnal 
1enetic dt<,pos•t•nn 1 owc~rd.., vtolerv e By 
JilJ ldltJt, VtUil!llt t 1::0 l\'c.lllll:d Ill lhl 
~.srne Wciy t1:, ollll!l d~pecb ul < ulture 
)ft' l<>arnt•d tllrOliCJh SUI iJI CCJ' diiiOillflq 

,1 l:,lrdliC'III dtld patll pl•lY oll\ llllJ>Orlillll 

part in the arousal of vtolence. This IS 

often seen when a crowd of office-goers 
attacks buses and trains when these are 
unduly delayed. This may then be fol ­
lowed by an incident which triggers o ff 
aggression Finally. human aggression 
demands a weapon - a knife. a gun, a 
missile or even a sharp longue. Not 
only does this make violence more cer­
tain but it creates a psychological bar­
rier between the aggressor and the ob­
ject of aggression. 

Men learn to be violent due to indtrect 
influences of the mass media especially 
T \ and cmema. People spend a great 
deal of time watching T.V and absorb 
tts messages which often preach, dts· 
play and glorify violence Not all TV 
violence is make-believe. A great deal of 
real violence is shown in the form of 
news. Studies in the West have shown 
the high degree to wh1ch T V can de­
sensitize heavy viewers to violence. In 
recent times, many governments have 
tried to regulate VIolence on TV e.g. 
Bntish Television keeps vtolenL sequ­
ences out of its news bulletins before 9 
p.m. and the children's News keeps 
them out altogether. Films too, espe· 
dally. those frequented by adolescents. 
reflect a 'glamourisation of barbarism' 

If violence is at variance with 
the norms of crvrhzed 

behaviour. it is equally 
incompotfble with 

democratic values which. 
broadly speaking implies 

faith in the rule of low. 
individual freedom and the 

safeguarding of human 
rigl1ls 11 CJbu I.Jl:ltuve~ If 1 

solving problern!, ll~rougt) 
rational discus~'' 1r 1 fln' l 

cornoromrse 

AN. Dalal 

wtth emphasis on sexual gratification 
and violence e.g. films like Conan the 
Barbarian. Rocky (1, IJ, Ill. IV) and Ram­
bo. For many young mmds. violence 
has a peculiar fascination rather than 
any abhorrence. 

Urban Violence 
It is well-known that people behave 

differently in groups. They are willing to 
perform acts of violence and aggres­
sion that would be abhorrent to them as 
individuals. Not only are feelings of vio­
lence intensified in a group. but action 
ts more likely to follow. Moreover. mem­
bership tn a group provides people with 
t1 ~ort ol dnonymity and also legiumises 
v1olent aclion. especially when it is in 
the servtce of d cause The group press­
unses the tndtvidual to conform to its 
norm!:. ol behaviour, obey its authority, 
parl.tctpate in acts of aggression against 
the objects of 1ts prejudice and hatred. 
In a group. the indtvidual loses his 
tdenttly. loses a sense of personal re­
sponstbtlity and self-re!:.tratnt; 1n other 
words he becomes de ·individualised. 

b v1olence the result of adverse 
-,m 10 1•1 ·tmtmm c.ondttlons like d('grad· 
111q powrty or urwrnploymentJ Is 1t an 
<>"< llliSIVt·ly urh<JII phenomenon the re­
•ull ,( lut(w -.pr swhnq ,lwns? Arc thr> 
ltrn,pvll rnds::.~:'> to bldrrte? Non~ of 
IIH. c.;p l(llt·c.;uons <.an bl' answeted in the 
t llfll II <Ill\ 1 • VI !. 'II 1• Ht•ll c; ItS ugly head 
111 I he 11 ucisl , •I atnu .. Hr•' a.s wdl as 
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poverty. The Delhi riots of November 
1984 were not organized by the lumpen 
proletariat but by politicians. some of 
whom were high up in the Congress 
hierarchy. In India. communal. linguistic 
and caste prejudices have to do far 
more with mass-v1olence than poverty, 
unemployment or bureaucratic 
blundering. 

Education and Civilization 
In Britain, substantial correlation is 

seen between the decline of the educa­
tional system and a rise in the incidence 
of barbarism and v1olence. Much mQre 
than increased financial inputs b 
needed. There is something wrong in 
creating an educational system solely 
devoted to useful skills like computer 
technology or accountancy, when chil­
dren emerge from schools "devotd of 
the values and virtues of ctvtlization and 
civilized behaviour." 

This should give our educational 
policy-rnakers· food for thought. While 
economic development is the need of 
the hour, what sort of human beings do 
we produce? What models of civilized 
behaviour do we offer the young? While 
violence and aggression are. at least to 
some extent. instinctive in both man 
and beast, civilization is not. It is a pro­
duct of cultivation. restraint and self­
discipline. What a civilized society 
means in terms of human behaviour 
has been admirally summed up by 
Kenneth Clark in his B.B.C. series, 'Civi­
lization.· 

··1 believe that order is better than 
chaos, creation better than destruc­
tion. I prefer gentleness to violence. 
forgiveness to vendetta. On the whole 
I think that knowledge is preferable to 
ignorance and I am sure that human 
sympathy is more valuable than 
ideology. I believe in courtesy. the 
ritual by which we avoid hurting other 
people's feelings by sat1sfying our 
own egos. And I think we should re­
member that we are part of a great 
whole which for convenience we call 
Nature.· 

The Revolting Dimensions of Violence 
Violence dehumanises both victor 

rll)d victim. The mort- it is IISt>d lhe 
1 H Jr ~ tl l1.tll lLt • Js~1. uf uul ->Lf 1:-tb·. il,. 
II lwtWllt''i <'llfllfiHII1J-llclf ~· lll 'btttl,ll " "' 

llutltlah Arendt Llc5c t ibL'S 1L A da~siL 
1. ,,u np!c •II J~o.llllllhJill '" '~I til~ v1•1ll 11:> 

'"•! tl 'iJI tl I'- ' '<' ·1 tP ~'1~··1 Ill'\ •I F lht'fll 

Wol.., ll"tt.•d !Jy Htllc•t cl ~~<:li'1C:.I t l tl' . I• ·\\1~ 

to go unclothed with identifying num­
bers tattooed on them. sprayed with in­
secticide and transported in cattle­
trains. 

or all forms of violence, the most 
offensive and abhorrent is violence 
against the weak, the oppressed. the 
dispossessed, people who can never re 
taliate. Such violence is rarely pnhtical 
in nature but is often seen in the social 
and familial systems. Nevertheless we 
cannot be indifferent to 1t. .. A pacifism 
which can see the cruelties only of 
occasional military warfare and is blind 
to the continuous cruelties of out social 
system is worthless." (Mahatma Gan­
dhi). 

We have our own Indigenous 
varieties of social violence in India -
atrocities on Harijans and landless 
labourers and cruelty to women and 
children. In earlier times it took the form 
of sati and female infanticide. Today we 
have developed more sophisticated, 
scientific devices like amniocentesis to 
eliminate the female embryo before 
birth. India Today of June 15. 1986. 
carried a report about the f~allar com­
munity in Tamil Nadu in which 80% of 
female babies every year are killed off. 
What about the violence involved in the 
exploitation of dowry and bride­
burning? Then there is child-labour -
children who manufacture matches in 
Shivkasi or worl< in glass-blowing fac­
tories and other hazardous occupations 
- millions of starving waifs destined to 
be mentally retarded or blind bec-ause 
they lack the minimal amount of vita­
min A in their diet. Is this not a 'passive· 
kind of violence which reOects our total 
Insensitivity to the sufferings of our fel­
low humans? 

If violence is at variance with Lhe 
norms of civilized behaviour. it is equal­
ly incompatible with democratic vtllues 
which. broadly speaking implies faith in 
the rule of law, individual freedom and 
the safeguarding of human rights. IL 
also believes in solving problems 
through rational discussion and com­
promise. Yet. all democrdlic societies, 
at one time or anothet. have experi­
enced violent upheavals. ThPV ;,If mdtrl 
l~l( '~ Llf l.'-JUII IIJL'J !JuliLt dlid ltlliltul y 

f111 • e'> Mull) alllu~:nl dC'rrlu' r<H.:It :, helVe 
huge stocl~pil~s ot nuclear wenpons 
~~~·I I< tlr t dc.-,l t <.~• Lht: woiiJ ~~.:Vel ul 

lt rr ,,,'i ,. • Sdrlly even rh fT1f•Crati• 
r •lJI triP ' lrrdla Ill• ltah1 It) ,, 11 niWi'\y• 

I ll J \~Lit;. ~. j hr.: till II~ o• lf'.<.•ll I '(I l l.: ( l~,: art:'::.\ 1<.. r;rd ;or• tf th l \0 

rr ····t"'" r-1 ~· tr 

In case one thought the prize for 
disgraceful behaviour by members 
of lhe legislature should be awarded 
to Tamil Nadu. lhe events in the Ra­
jya Sabha on February 23 shows thal 
hooliganism and indiscipline by 
legislators are not the monopoly of 
any State but the prized possession 
of this unfortunate country as a 
whole. 

Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma. the 
Vice President of India. who is also 
the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, 
quite reasonably allowed Mr. Upen­
dra of the T elugu De sam Party to 
make a reference to developments 
concerning the Governor in Andhra 
Pradesh. This provoked certain Con­
gress (I) Ministers and M.Ps. who 
should have known better, to chal­
lange the presiding authority and in­
dulge in scenes of hooliganism. Dr. 
Shankar Dayal Sharma quite wisely 
and with self respect, refused to yield 
to this clamour and stuck to his deci­
sion. His action has been endorsed 
by the former Vice President. Mr. 
Hidayatullah, who recalls that he also 
took the same stand as Dr. Sharma 
many years a~o. 

The saddest part of this entire inci­
dent is that this charade was enacted 
in the presence of the Prime Minister 
who sat with a smug smile on his 
face and without any attempt at con­
trolling his goons. He has disting­
uished himself by such behaviour 
earlier. So it is fair to presume that 
Mr. Rajiv Gandhi is party to the indis­
cipline and hooliganism in Parlla­
ment whenever it suits him personal­
ly. What a sad state of affairs for this 
country! I note that Mr. Rajiv Gan­
dhi's behaviour has been conde­
mned by every editorial in every 
newspaper I have read and I am glad 
to note that my good friend Mr. Giril­
al Jain has joined in this chorus of 
condemnation which is deserved by 
the Prime Minister. 

11 ;., I imf' to rr•minrl Mr h:;'ljiv ( 1r1n· 

dhi of an old Biblical saying that 
"The mills of God grind slow. but 
lhf'v qt inc! PXCf'PdinH small " 



specl for human rights is concerned. 
Reports of Amnesty International show 
that even in democratic countries many 
are incarcerated for years without any 
charge or trial. Torture is widespread; 
many just disappear after being taken 
into official custody. Others have been 
selected and killed by government 
agents, perhaps in police 'encounters!.' 

The Beacon of Non-violence 

One of the important lessons of his­
tory has been that violence solves no 
problems but in fact creates many. 
True, t11e police and the military have a 
role to play in suppressing violence and 
maintaining law and order. But this can­
not be the long-term solution to any 
problem. "An eye for an eye", as Gan­
dhi said, will leave the whole world 
blind. In fact Gandhi launched the most 
famous non-violent satyagraha cam­
paigns of the twentieth century. He be­
'ieved that non-violence was mightier 
than any weapon of destruction. Like 
violence, non-violence too is learned 
and it is possible for strongly motivated 
human beings to respond peacefully to 
provocalion which would normally trig· 
ger violence. 

For a long ltme it was fashionable to 
attribute violence in post-independence 
India to Gandhian satyagraha move­
ments. It was said that Gandhi's cam­
paigns were not totally non-violent that 
the techniques of satyagraha could be 
misused lor communal and lingustic or 
other undesirable purposes, that even 
non-violent mass campaigns could 
erode the law abiding habit of the 
citizens and destabilise an elected, 
democratic government and that even 
non-violent resbtance exercises a ktnd 
of psychological compulsion on the 
opponent. r oday. after decades of per­
sistent and escalating violence. many in 
India are reconsidering Gandhian prin· 
ciples and techniques. 

One of the most outstanding move­
ments of non-violent resistance has 
been that ot the Frontier Pathans who 
were led by Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan 
oopularly known as the Frontier Gan-
lhi. The Khudfll t<h1dmatgar or Ser 

van I'- nl r,11rl w •· ln11ndPt1 1n I Q;JQ ao. il 

social. eLIJilOilm JmJ political rnow 
ment amono llw Pm t1ans who. unlil«.· 
!liP "II""',., I ol tit•. ('l·llf1'. Ia• I ··d ci II r1dl 
finn o f d/11111"" or lrlfJit~!Jn. They WN{' 

used to wee;~ puns. most men cat ned 
firearm-; clnd blnoJ feuds were the 
order of the day Yet. under Lhe Impact 

of Ghaffar Khan, who interpreted Islam 
as a religion of peace, the movement 
was totally non-violent and did incalcul­
able good to Frontier society. especially 
to women. 

Another great apostle of non­
violence who followed Gandhian tech­
niques and led a peaceful movement ot 
negt oes lor civil rights in the USA was 
Martin Luther King. He worked not just 
for the rights of Negroes but for the tn 
tegralion of the white and black races of 
America. His famous speech, 'I have a 
Dream·, has a valuable message yet to 
be woven into our lives. " In the process 
of gaining our rightful place we must 
not be guilty of wrongful deeds. Let us 
not seek to satisfy our thirst for freedom 
by drinking from the cup of bitterness 
and hatred, - We must not allow our 
creative protest to degenerate into 
physical violence." 

"Again and again we must rise to the 
majestic heights of meeting physical 
force with soullorce- For many of our 
white brothers have realised that their 
destiny is lied up with our destiny. We 
cannot walk alone." 

While violence divides and destroys. 
non-violence heals and integrates. This 

country and this planet are satiated with 
violence. South Africa, the Lebanon, 
Iraq, Viet Nam. South America and 
nearer home, Sri Lanka. the Punjab, 
Gujarat. Assam, the North East are not 
just trouble spots on our map. They are 
our open, festering sores of agony, 
bloodshed and violence_ And we can 
nt:· t:!r hope to end our mutual suffering 
thr•>ugh more violence or bloodshed or 
I·~ l~:aching each other a lesson · This 
is the time to heal the wounds. to bind 
lhe sores. to soothe the sorrows. And 
we can only do tt peacefully. non­
violently, realising that none of us can 
walk alone - neither the Americans nor 
the Russians, neither Arabs nor Jews, 
nor Punjabis, Sikhs. Assamese, Tamils 
or Gurkhas. We must walk together lo 
build a free and self-confident India and 
a free and integrated world. 

We ·cannot totally eliminate violence 
as we cannot eliminate evil. both within 
and outside us. But just as evil can be 
overcome only by good. violence can 
be defeated only by non-violence. 

DR. AN. DAlAL is Professor of Political 
Sc•ence at Wilson College. Bombay 

The Roots of Violence in India's Polity 

In the screen version of Morris West's 
novel," The Shoes of the Fisherman", a 
court of Papal theologians, sitting in 
j udgement on the writings of an un­
orthodox thinker, point to a pre-historic 
skeleton, with an axe embedded in its 
skull. As the theologian believes that ev­
erything on earth is a manifestation of 
God, the judges ask whether this act of 
violence. so concretely preserved in the 
skeleton they display, is also pan of 
God'~ design'l The ar.cused doc~ r1ot 
answer and perhaps no answer 1s 
possible, raising as it docs, the peren­
nial Clllf'SltOil of prrJ-ciPSIIIldliOfl and frCL 

will; of a supposedly omnipotent 
creator, who appears to be sleepil1g 
when creatur~s created in Hts Image 
and likeness destroy each other in sub 

Louella Lobo Prabhu 

human ways (HiUer and the Jews). 

Violence Marks the Birth of Most 
Polities 

The Old Testament itself documents 
vio lence in one of its earliest chapters. 
Cain·s murder of Abel. because God, 
who looked down on their respective 
sacrificies (for no reason the rationalist 
can find) blessed the o fferings of one 
brother, and rejected thal of the other. 
! echnr .111}, ll would h<!vc. maJe !Jellcl 
sense for God to arrept lhe ln1ils of tht> 
eat I h. r dther than the slaughter of the 
lartrb, tnvol\'lllg .-u;h:. lh , to .motht.:r •,rK 
cies whtch also he created. The slory. or 
more likely, the allegory may make bet­
ter sense, if it typifies Lire perenntal con­
flict betweell tillers of the earth (settlers) 

Fret!donJ Fir..l 9 



Violence has always been with us. since the time of the stone-age man clubbed to death and 
displayed as a museum exhibit illustrating the origins of man. Violence by the State. directly or in 

abrogating the Rule of Law distinguishes the degree of progress and civilization different nations have 
reached. India has strayed far from the days and ways of Ashoka and Gandhi 

and nomadic peoples who often preyed 
on them. 

Even without reference to Biblical pa­
raUels, the thinker Hobbes envisaged 
the state of Nature as being "solitary. 
poor. nasty, brutish, and short" There is 
little doubt that violence and the impact 
of sheer physical might. made people 
prey on each other within a particular 
territory on the one hand, and with peo­
ple outside their hard won territorial 
space, on the other. No one can identify 
the precise point in history, when "so­
cial contract" regulated the conduct of 
people in a particular place; of their sur­
rendering their personal freedom, to an 
individual in the community who laid 
down the rules for common survival. 
The Code of Hammurabi, The Ten 
Commandments, and the Edicts of 
lkhnaton are among our earliest codi­
fied examples of "social contract". 
Curiously. these advances from the 
"State of Nature" are confined to the 
triangle of the Middle East The legend 
of Arthur, as portrayed in the book, The 
Once and Future Klng, makes him 
espouse the concept of MIGHT FOR 
RIGHT. He is credited with first intro­
ducing the idea of trial by jury in a proc­
edure based on evidP.nce, abjuring the 
practice of a physical contest to estab­
lish the validity of a disputed claim. 

The Roots of Violence in India. 

T here is in fact no such thing as 'The 
Indian State". till the British created a 
national identity even by uniting the 
country against them. India, indeed 
functioned virtually as two different 
countries, north and south of the Vin· 
dhyas. South of the Vindhyas great 
southe1 n kingdoms nourished - in 
comparauve peact- ll:lhng tvt!ll uJJlu 
nov., barely a chapter or two in our his­
tory books. Indian history - wron~ly. no 
doubt, bul Ill I act - ~~ 1 egc~rJcd as lhc 
hisloty ul Norlllt:tn l ndi~. It t-'hiblts suL 
t t'Ss~ve w.t;~ves-ol violence•, beginning 
Will i lll•• d ,1\.uc l ol n'11u:riJ(IIi i}f0 an 

Harappa, whose disappearance from 
the scene has never been satisfactorily 
explained. Thereafter, Aryans, Greeks. 
Muslims, and European foreigners de­
scended on India through the North 
West frontier and from the sea. Each 
incursion started with violence, though 
eventually giving way to an assimilation 
with and into the settled population, it· 
self an amalgam of many racial strains 
over the years. India, no less than Amer­
ica. is the melting pdt of nations; Apart 
from the Ashokan idyll. which would 
seem almost like the myths surround­
ing the Arturian legend (but for con­
crete documentation in edicts and pil­
lars of stone) India has never been a 
land of peace and unbroken develop­
ment Perhaps that is why the Gandhian 
legacy has been destroyed less than a 
half century after his death. 

Partition - The First Cause of Violence 

As Greece conquered Rome. and 
Rome itself became the spearhead of 
an universal Christian culture, Muslim 
invasions of India started with violence 
but eventually settled at a viable modus 
vivendi. the difference between the 
conqueror and conquered being more 
or less bridged by the "Jeziya", (poll tax) 
levied on non-Muslims. That Hindus re­
mained in a majority despite centuries 
of Muslims and Mughal rule, when the 
British arrived on the scene, suggests 
that if there was any forced conversion 
at the point of the sword. it must have 
been limited and transitory. 

It is therefore sad. that when the goal 
9f Independence was in sight. after a 
prolonged struggle. whose burdens had 
been carried by Hindus and Muslims. 
lhe concept of one-India was promptly 
nbandoned. There was not even a last 
Jih.h :::.u ugyl~ (e.xce1Jt ror Ga11Jiu) by 
persons tired o f waiting to assume the 
leadership of their respective countries. 
P.JkiStdll, split ullo two Sl.IJil r cJ l~ ~11\ itit.?s 
II Ll ;and!> of milf!S a wily f hr Llr'\nnl llrnl 
COflfifturatiOfl .finally hrnkP Up forcinu 
lr ... tO mtervo:• •I.:! 111 I' u.~ :>Ov~rc ·~~·' 

affairs of another State. though theoreti­
cally committed to peaceful co­
existence with its neighbours. 

Majority Vs. Minority 
As seems to be evident, even in the 

violent public reactions to the screening 
of 'Tamas", the scars of partition have 
never faded. Muslims, in particular, suf­
fer from a siege and ghetto complex, 
despite the constitutional protection 
offered to them under Articles 25, 29, 
30. They have been joined in their feel­
ing of insecurity by the Sikh minority, 
which was hitherto virtually a sect of 
Hinduism, but is now emerging with a 
strong feeling centred round its distinc­
tive social-religious-political-cultural 
identity. It may certainly be said of the 
Indian government at different times 
that our minorities have fared much 
better than minorities in other coun­
tries. However, it looks as though this 
picture is going to change radically with 
even the ruling Congress now veering 
towards religious fundamentalism. The 
riots in which minorities (be it Muslims 
or Sikhs) suffer maximum damage: the 
failure of government to punish culprits 
clearly identified - indeed its promotion 
of such persons to higher rank. and 
multiple offices; its cozening of dubious 
characters for political gain (Bhindran­
wale; Subhash Ghising) are straws in 
the wind. which the minorities perceive 
with fear. Government alias the Ruling 
Congress is still perceived as the better 
of worse alternatives. by the minorities. 
This is rather cold comfort. It may be 
recalled that though the Election Law 
makes it an offen~e for anyone to 
promote hatred between the communi­
ties. the first advertisements or the Con­
~ress(l) elec.uon can,pa1g1,, c<lrried re 
lerences to la>.i drive1 c; of a particular 
community who may be a threat to the 
:.alety of the .JV\;.r.:lge- ClliZl'n I:.Drlicr the 
' 'lole Oppo~it1on wa> t-.randt>ri as anti­
nalior'lal for Sl lfl!Jt'SIInn thai certain 
pa1U. of tJt~ "'• :11d1'u' 'ivlut.. R• :.ululion 



may be taken up for consideration. La­
ter, the Punjab Accord-among the 
achievements cited by those who were 
trying to get the Prime Minister a Nobel 
Prize - became the cornerstone of his 
post-electoral Punjab strategy. 

Government Promotes 
Fundamentalism 

One other plank of government's 

policy towards minorities, is to elevate ities representing the most backward 
some among them to high places, as elements in their respective communi­
figure-heads. Once elevated, these per- ties The t'Oite (ace on the Musltm 
sons represent the govemmenL rather Women's Bill is the most recent case in 
than the community whose special 1n- potnl Religion is not involved in the 
terests they are supposed to protect. simple human and fundamental right 
Finally. another crime of the govern- that a discarded wife. without indepen­
menL (again, alias the Congress-!) 1s to dent profession or means of support. 
deal with those sections of the minor- must be adequately provided for by the 

Safeguarding Our Democracy B.R. Ambedkar 

On 26th January 1950, India will 
be an independent country. What 
would happen to her independence? 
Will she matntain her independence 
or will she lose it again? Th1s IS the 
first thought that comes to my mind. 
It is not that India, was never an inde­
pendent country. The point tS that 
~he once lost the independence she 
had. Will she lose it a second time? It 
is this thought which makes me 
most anxious for the future. What 
perturbs me greatly is the fact that 
not only India has once before lost 
her independence, but she lost it by 
the infidelity and treachery of some 
of her own people. In the invasion of 
Sind by Mahommed-Bin-Kasim, the 
miltlary commanders of King Dahar 
accepted bribes from the agent of 
Mahommed-Bin-Kasim and refused 
to fight on the side of the1r King. It 
was Jaichand who invited Mahom­
med Ghori to invade India and fight 
against Prithvi Raj and promised him 
the help of himself and the Solanki 
Kings. When Shivaji was fighting for 
the liberation of Hindus. the other 
Maratha noblemen and the RaJput 
longs were fighting the battle on the 
s1de of Moghul Emperors. When the 
British were trying to destroy the 
Sikh Rulers, Gulab Singh, their prin­
cipal commander. sat silent and did 
not help to save the Sikh kingdom. In 
1857. when a large part of India had 
declared a war ol Independence 
against the British. the Sikhs stood 
1nd watched the event d s silent 
.,pectators 

VJJII lu~twy l t!IJt•cJt ll':>dl-' It 1, 1111-. 
thought wh!C h hlb n11..' 1.1.111! cJII..<I~ly 
fill '> rl11XI<-IV 1.., d,•t~p\•rwrl l>v th1• 
f<:dl11iJIIOI1 IJ I tJH• ftlel llldl ll l cJcJdttiOII 
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castes and creeds we are go1ng to 
have many political parties with dl· 
verse and opposing political creeds. 
Will Indians place the country above 
their creed or will they place creed 
above country? I do not know. But 
this much is certain that if the parties 
place creed above country, our inde­
pendence will be put in jeopardy a 
second time and probably be lost for 
ever. This eventuality we must all re­
solutely guard agatnst. We must be 
determined to defend our independ­
ence wrth the last drop of our blood. 

On the 26th of January 1950, In· 
dia would be a democratic country in 
the sense that India from that day 
would have a government of the 
people, by the people and for the 
people. The same thought comes to 
my mind. What would happen to her 
democratic Constitution? Will she be 
able to maintain it or will she lose it 
again? This is the second thought 
that comes to my mind and makes 
me as anxious as the firsL 

It is not that India did not know 
what IS democracy. There was a time 
when India was studded with repub­
lics, and even where there were 
monarch1es. they were e1ther elected 
or limited. They were never absolute 
It is not that India did not know par­
liaments or parliamentary proce­
dure. A study of the Buddhist Bhik· 
shu Sanghas discloses that not only 
were there Parliaments - for the San­
ghas were nothing but Parliaments 
but the Sanghas knew and ohservecJ 
<~I tilt. rules ot l)drltmentary proce 
t.lut<:. lmown to n 1oJ~111 tir11e~. They 
h .. !(l rules regardinQ <;('elfin~ arranq1 

trl•..'llt'>. rules h::gordmg mot1ons. ro· 
~olultons quorum, whip, counlmo of 

votes. voting by ballot, censure mo­
tion. regularization. res judicata etc. 
Although these rules of parliamentry 
procedure were applied by Buddha 
to the meetings of the Sanghas, he 
must have borrowed them from the 
rules of the political assemblies func­
tJOntng in the country in his time. 

This democratic system India lost. 
Will she lose it a second time? I do 
not know. But it is quite possible 1n a 
country like India - where democra­
cy from its long disuse must be re­
garded as someth1ng quite new -
there is danger of democracy giving 
place to d1ctatorship. lt is quite possi­
ble for this new born democracy to 
retain 1ts form but give place to dicta­
lor~h•p 1n fact. If there is a landslide, 
the danger of the second possibility 
becom1ng actuality is much greater. 

If we wish to maintain democracy 
not merely in form, but also in fact, 
what must we do? The first thing in 
my judgment we must do is to hold 
fast to constitUtional methods of 
achieving our social and economic 
ObJecltves. It means we must aban­
don the bloody methods of revolu­
tion. It means that we must abandon 
the method of civil dtsobedience. 
non-cooperation and satyagraha. 
When there was no way left for con­
sututional methods for achieving 
econom1c and social objectives, 
there was a great deal of justification 
for unconstitutional methods. But 
where constitutional methods are 
open, tht!re can be no JUStification 
lnr th•·w •mc-on.-.ltlllllnnr~l mPthorJ.., 
l't tt'"'C" nwthodc; atf noth1ng but the 
I..Jwmrnrlr of Anarrhy and the sooner 
'' " •, ,,, lb lnc1nnt•d '"' hello•r r,., 
u·, 
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~ THE PATHOLOGY OF CROWDS by El1as 
Canet11 translated by Carol Stewart; Pengu1n 

~ Publishers: 197) 

<l?>~ 
e "( It is one of the surpnsing scandals 

'\~ of our decade that a penetrating 
book like that of Elias Canetti is so 
little known m our country even 
among the well-read. Published 
years ago. it retains its relevance 
even today when our leaders man­
ipulate crowds and they in turn revel 
in mindless violence. Politicians are 
only glad to fish in these and turn 
them to their sordid advantage. Even 
Canetti's winning of the Nobel Prize 
for Literature and the reprinting of 
this as a Penguin book recently has 
not drawn the attention thai it should 
have. 

Starting with the 'destructiveness' 
of the crowd, Canetti says that this is 
often mentioned. discussed and dis­
approved of, as its most conspi­
cuous quality but it is never really ex­
plained. The noise of destruction of 
course adds to the crowd's satisfac­
tion but there is more to it than that. 
'The destructiveness of representa­
tional images is the destruction of a 
hierarchy which is no longer recog­
nised. It is the violation of generally 
established and universally visible 
and vahd distances." With the lifting 
of these burdens of distances the in­
dividual feels free. His freedom lies in 
the crossing of these boundaries. in 
transcending the limits of his own 
person. To a crowd in its nakedness, 
everything - doors. windows. all 
kinds of boundaries - seem to be 
replicas of the Bastille and thus 
m eant to be destroyed 

Canett1 proceeds to idcntafy four 
amportant tratts of crowds. In the first 
pldcc, the crowd alway:; wan~ to 
grow and there are no natural 
boundaries to its growth. Secondly. 
wilhm the crowd there is f'<luality 
Thtrdly. the crowd loves density or 
dos~.:n~:,~. EveMhing rnu~t bt> thL 
ctowd a~t ·lf. la!:>lly. the caowd needs 
dtrt'l 11011 It moves tow,uds t.1 qoal 
c ll1Tlll101l IO clll liS 1Tlt'I111Wis lrt f, l CI 

, 1 oil ~I IIJIIII I..yl J"llll l.o U (jl t" 

tlli.ll 11 wall cl\ LLI'l rl llY !It' 11 
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common to animals and men. The 
prohibition, reversal and feast 
crowds are uniquely human. Myth 
and folklore no less than recorded 
history. testify to the crowd's assoc aa­
tion with violence, cruelty and auto· 
cratic power. 

The Phenomenon of the Survivor 
In a crowd which has experienced 

a massacre. the survivor immediate­
ly feels a sense of power and some­
times the need for survival can be­
come a dangerous and insatiable 
passion. The careers of heroes and 
soldiers suggest that an addiction to 
survival is quite common. eg. the 
proud commander in the field sends 
his men against the enemy and to 
their death. If he is victorious, all the 
dead, on both stdes, belong to him, 
so to speak. In victory after victory he 
survives them all. The significance of 
his victories ts measured by the 
number of the dead. Plutarch, one of 
the humaner sparits of mankind. 
commenting on Julius Caesar's 
military career sums up by saying 
that he took by storm 800 cities, 
fought pitched battles with 3 million 
men. of whom he destroyed one mil­
lion and took another million prison­
ers. In recorded history, comments 
Canetti, such reports have been cus­
tomary and to this day have scarcely 
altered. In the circumstances it 
appears tactless to reckon the vic­
tor's own losses. These proud 
balance-!:>heet.s arc hand.::d down 
from generation to generation. Every 
generation has ats warriors and 
heroes whose passion is to survive 
and those who dre most skilled in 
this kind of survival have the securest 
place in history. The survivor is the 
man of power. 

Those who have power have a 
passion to augment it and this IS no 
different from delusions ol qrandeur 
eX~Jt'ricnc.ed by \hi)~(.' Ill :.td\t;<; u l 
rnc.>nlal lmht~l <lll" ' ' hrd1v1rh t 1l" 1•l 
ollt f 1 I h"'[' o'hll l • I' I -.1)!111 I tit • I 

4ll'dlllt" '>!> IJy lilll ') liiiHJ ~Jflllllllt l •lt :, nl 
ntPP n 1 n f rn"ll•·v fhr tTl• q .tlflm ' 
,,,,,. "i "')' 11 •n• p i •11 ow lit He· ol tw• 
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vidual who wants to become physi­
cally btgger and heavier. Another 
that of crowds which have a compul­
sive tendency to increase in number. 

The Schreber Example 

Having traced the link between 
crowds, power, violence, the great­
ness of rulers. Canetli relates this to 
paranoia through the case-history of 
Schreber, an educated and intelli­
gent man, a lawyer by profession, 
who spent seven years in asylums as 
a paranoic. He wrote down and later 
published his memoirs which de­
scribe in great detail the turmoil ol 
his emotional world. His delusion is 
in fact a precise model of political 
power which feeds on the crowd It 
illustrates the strong and lasting 
attraction exercised over individuals 
in the crowd, the subjection of indi­
viduals through being reduced in 
size; the way they are taken into 
(eaten) by the survivor who in his 
own person represents political pow­
er. From Schrebers's account Canetti 
deduces that to be the last man to 
remam alive is the deepest urge of 
evety redl seeker after power. Such a 
man sends others to their death and 
he is likely to bring about mass death 
especially when his dominion over 
the living is challenged. 

All this is not just fantasy. In fact it 
is a political system disturbingly 
familiar to those who lived through 
Hitler's regime. No one has a sharper 
eye for the attributes of the crowd 
than the paranoiac or the despot. 
"Who are one and the same". At the 
core of it all is the lust for power 
Paranoia is an " illness of power" 111 

the most hteral sense of the word 
and the great men of history have all 
been guilty of it. 

However, one question remains. 
What became of the survivor? He is 
not yet extinct and even in our own 
time has been glorified as a hero and 
obeyed as a ruler .A.nd his most fan­
tastJc tnumphs have taken place 
dntonq those who seJ a q1eat store 
b\ htul !tlfllly The surv1vot IS rnan· 
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husband who uses her body in bed, and 
her services as a household drudge. 
Social issues like a woman s right to 
mamtenance, should not be confused 
with freedom of religion or conscience, 
anymore than untouchability should 
have been preserved, as a basic tenet of 
Hinduism. Thanks to Gandhi. Hrnduism 
was purged of a social evil, at least on 
paper. No equ1valent of Gandh1 has 
appeared, to wean Muslims away. from 
social excrescences masquerading as 
the centre point of religious freedom. 

However. the minoritJes are also at 
faull, for not throwing up a more en­
lightened leadership. They cry about 
under-representation 1n the Services, 
not realising that to enter the Civil Ser­
vices, they must at least sit for the re­
levant examinations. 

Self Help 

Unlike the Christian minority, for ex­
ample, Mushm religious heads (like the 
Syedna) have not contributed much to 
the academic or techn1cal advance­
ment of their flock, the Aga Khan being 
a possible exception. In Catholicism. 
the Church is a central authority which 
is able to sponsor education and other 
socio-cultural measures. However, 
while almost any village church has a 
complex of small institutions attached 
to it (at feast a school, and some socio­
economic venture for the economic up­
liftment of the parish) this phenomenon 
is rarely seen around a "palli", or a tem­
ple. Christians on the whole, have man­
aged to do well, m a manner out of all 
proportion to their numbers. Given poli­
tical conditions as they are, other 
minorities, and even the Hindus, should 
shed the attitude of wa1ting for only 
such help as government can g1ve. 

Unguistic States 

The second major cause of violence 
in the State came into being, when lndi­
a·s first Prime Minister gave in to the 
blackmail of agitators for hngUisllc 
States. It is an uony that the fragmcntd 
lion of States hc'ls grown ~o fa~t. lhJtlh<' 
IHtPqrellinn n f C...t .. ltr ... ( lh~' n to tlr l v hi""' 
nwnt of lmh.:pPIIdt'nl ,. ) I'll d )' nuw lw 
totally rev~r::.t!d fhere wJs mur h grl•l 

[I I ldt•HI Ifi, 1111111 Y. ttlt lntftol " " t Wi11f• • It' 
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lie exchequer. Incredibly a small steel 
frame of I.C.S. officers provided excel­
lem administration over a total territory 
which has not grown larger. However, 
bureaucrats, legislators. supernumer­
aries of all kinds have multiplied with 
the creation of the lingUistic States we 
now have, these are also likely to be 
increased, if any agitation creates 
enough nuisance value. Even if it is 
conceded that the functtons of the 
c:.Jministrator in independant India llas 
changed, these developmental tasks do 
not justify the quantum jump in 
bureaucracy, and the political establish­
ment. 

Sons or The Soil? 

Each linguistic State which ultimately 
saw the light of day, experienced fratri­
cidal violence as its m1dwife. The vio­
lence does not stop with the creation of 
the State, but spills over into endless 
disputes about boundaries, use of lan­
guage in "mmority" language pockets 
of border areas; the sons-of-the-soil 
theory in matters related to work. The 
Shiv Sena ts an extreme example, of a 
political pressure group committed to 
violence in furtherance of its linguistic 
and regional chauvinism. Yet, even so 
apparently a reasonable and liberal 
man like Kamataka's Ramakrishna 
Hegde, set up a Committee to recom­
mend, and presumably to later enforce, 
preferential employment for Kannadi· 
gas in public and possibly private em­
ployment. Even where a sons-of-the­
soil agitation on the work front has not 
been specifically promoted, it is tacitly 
imposed by the reign of the vernacular 
in most Slates. Politicians do not seem 
to know - or care - that a stranger in a 
place (VIsiting the Secretanat, for Inst­
ance). cannot possibly read the sign­
boards in a language he does not 
understand. Moreover. as all States 
have persons who now reside in a place 
where they may not have been born or 
brought up. to insist on communicating 
with them. only in the language or State 
is hardly fa1r. In fact this is a special 
h<lrdsllip when a person has to de 
rjph••• HlminbtratiV" Or r-~;II JI I r 111' 

n HHII< tlhuns in c'l lonqudqe he or slw 
dnt'!> not Lmdersland. Even thout~h 
II wr • I'> •1n pi1ys11 .11 violt·n• • .Htstng 

f1 nm fhb, 11 i:; illlt>lle<.'ludl violt..•n l.. t', fall. 
inq an n'ldividual to forfeit pnva(y 1n 
communication wlwn h\. r n 11 .t qt.'t " ', 

official communication translated. 
Linguistic chauvinism. and the 'sons-of­
the-soil cry in the field of work. are 
clearly unconstitutional, as Article 19 
allows freedom to move, settle and 
work throughout the territory of India. In 
specific cases, Courts have upheld 
these nghts. However, till people and 
those who represent them can think of 
India as a whole, and not merely the 
town or 1111lage he comes from, violence 
on this subject can and \viii erupt con­
stanUy. 

The Last Trio 

There are only three others areas of 
violence which this paper hopes to 
tackle: one, the instigation of class war 
in the villages; second the pitfalls of re­
verse discrimination; third. the emerg­
ence of organised labour as an Insati­
able pressure group. There is no doubt 
that independent India inherited a feud­
al agrarian structure, more or less un­
changed since Mughal times. with such 
further exactions as the British chose to 
levy for the perpetuation of their rule. 
Land reforms were necessary. and it 
may be conceded, that they took place 
without the bloody battles which char­
acterised the elimination of the Kulaks 
in Russ1a. However, dispossession of 
owners, without anything approaching 
eqUitable compensation, does no credit 
to a free and democratic society. 
Taiwan, which did carry out agricultural 
reform, did so, without a vindictive atti­
tude, compensating owners with suffi­
cient funds to start some other line of 
work. and enough to remain beyond 
want. It would no doubt be said that 
most owners acquired their property by 
theft or collusion (Proudhon·s concept 
about property in general). Even if this 
were true about most owners, econo­
mic change in a democratic State, 
should follow the Rule of an equitable 
law. Even if it follows the rule of a 
validly-passed law which is inequitable, 
the law itself 1s battered by violence. 
whether or not this is translated into a 
physical manifestation. Land ownership 
laws have now succeeded in beggaring 
llw old 0Wn~rc; , without greatly assistmg 
IPI1 Jnl<. TIll' l.ltler c;till o;11ffer the r har i'l r­
tl'l '"lie ... ol kudalism brorng bound to 
lanc.J whrch th ' V cannot o ffer a<; collater­
·l l for l t~ t~ ll., ;r wh1ch tl wy r;Jn tr m• . .fN 
or ~w l l. 
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With the princes, and the I.C.S.- neither 
class greatly beloved by the people, 
though there were a few good rulers, 
and it is generally coJ')ceded, that the 
"heaven-born'' did at least offer India 
clean and firm administration at a critic­
al time. The point Is not whether these 
classes deserved public sympathy, but 
whether it Is correct for a State un­
ilaterally to amend not just ordinary 
laws, but laws written into the Constitu­
tion, to carry out the "stray thoughts" of 
a Prime Minister trying for socialist 
credentials with the people, in her war 
with the Syndicate. A government 
which abrogated solemn contracts with 
the princes and the I.C.S. could similarly 
repudiate its obligations to pay pen­
sions1 for example. As this would touch 
more ''people, it would arouse greater 
concern than the decapitation of the 
zamindars, the princes, and the I.C.S. It 
may be mentioned in passing that the 
obligations to the princes cost less than 
the loss of a major public sector unit in 
one year! It may also be noted that there 
are today. many IA,S. offers whose pen­
sion being half of the last salary drawn 
(approximately Rs. 8000) reaches the 
respectable figure of Rs. 4000, whereas 
the LC.S. pension is around Rs. 1800. 
Violence to convenants constitutes vio­
lence by the State, even without the 
actual spilling of blood. 

Reverse Discrimination 

Independent India also inherited the 
social evil of untouchability, which it 
proceeded to outlaw in the Constitution, 
by taking serious note of any practices 
which outraged the dignity of Harijans 
as free and equal citizens. This was 
right, necessary, and proper. It might 
even have been right, necessary and 
proper, that the uplih of these depress­
ed classes should receive positive 
assistance from the state, to overcome 
the deprivation of centuries. This period 
of special reservations fn education, 
public employment and the like. initially 
restricted to a certain time-span. has 
carried on well beyond that date, lead­
ing to increasing resentment, bitterness 
and violence between the "upper" das­
ses, and tl1e benefi,~iaries of reverse dis­
, llfiiJildlltJ!I rht:~t' anla[JOOI~rn~ hav~ 

often spilt over into bloody rio ts. such 
as those which bro• tgllt clown more that 
one Stat~ gbvernment. It has a l~o re­
Jdlted rn per" t:plibiL !OWl lfhJ ot 
r <:ademiC a11d adf'l"inistralive Sliln•J, :r l·t 
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classes as a whole. Few among them 
even reach the level of being able to 
compete for a professional course. or 
public employment. Once they "pass" 
(the terminology used in the U.S. when 
a "Black" merges into "White·· society) 
their anxiety is to escape their origins, 
and join the "upper dasses·· into whose 
ranks they seek acceptance and admis­
sion. Eventually, it becomes a travesty 
of all that is sane. when people vie with 
each other for the "backward'' or 
"Scheduled Class" tag. The nomencla­
ture itself perpetuates the condition it 
sought to change. while the reliance on 
a permanent crutch prevents these 
classes from even thinking of trying to 
reach their goals under their own 
steam. Full employment: perhaps spe­
cial coaching classes for Scheduled 
Caste students. would serve the Back­
ward and Scheduled Classes beUer 
than reverse discrimination ad infini­
tum. 

Organised Labour 
It is a curious irony that while working 

for almost a century to oust the British 
from India (1857-1947), free India not 
only took over Britain's Parliamentary 
practices, but its trade union system 
too. As India's industrial revolution was 
still in its infancy, (if not unborn!) this 
was not the wisest of ''copycatting'' tac­
tics. Moreover industry when it came up 
was confined to urban centres, creating 
a great divide between the remunera­
tion of the rural and urban work force. 
The national cake being somewhat li­
mited, this distortion can only be at the 
cost of rural labour, and the hapless 
consumer forced to take goods and 
services offered, with few or no options. 
Despite fioating in high-wage islands, 
urban, organised labour is always like 
Oliver Twist. eying for more. In the 
seventies, gheraos almost paralysed the 
life of India's premier industrial State. 
The labour situation is better now, but 
violence arises from the fact that gov­
ernment only responds to violence in 
the event of an industrial dispute. It is 
the clout of the agitator, rather than the 
merit of the cause, which invites reme­
dial action. There is a well-conceived 
se1 IPs of sters set forth in the law. for 
tile mec..J talion 0 1 tl t t lltJlJ!>tlldi JtSIJlJtt.:. 
However. government steps into the 
ricltll'e lrmq belore lhf' prescribed '>lt-P'> 
ate rollowl!<.l dllc.l ~xt,aush:<J. lt ~hould 
b{' the I :,t, Cl'ld n•Jl th• first ' ourt I r 
arrPal, On thfir sidt•, ltrlr lt• 11[11 , ,.;.,, .. 

rh . '" "'.;\,. li te ~..a usc t>l 111 ,,...,., ,,,tt tdl 

action steadily and as a whole. They 
need to be as solicitous about greater 
productivity, about higher wages, if they 
are to avoid subjecting the economy to 
a fresh round of inflation, which in turn 
sparks off a fresh demand for another 
pay-rise also ad infinitum. 

Conclusions 
Violence has always been with us, 

since the time of the stone-age man 
clubbed to death and displayed as a 
museum exhibit illustrating the origins 
of man. Violence by the State, directly 
(in so called "encounters'') or in abro­
gating the Rule of Law distinguishes the 
degree of progress and civilisation diffe­
rent nations have reached. India stands 
higher than Marxist regimes and some 
dictatorships. But it has strayed far from 
the days and ways of Ashoka and Gan­
dhi. That it should have veered off 
course, not under a foreign regime, but 
under successive governments freely 
elected by people of our own sovereign 
republic, leaves little room for self­
complacency. If elections as they now 
operate make it impossible fo,r good 
men to contest, they have to make their 
will known through the avenues avail­
able to them. These are the Press which 
is still - relatively - free because it is not 
government owned; the Courts, which 
at least at the higher levels have tried to 
check governmental attack on the rule 
of law. Above all, they must make a 
stand, even in a private capacity, against 
any manifestation of violence by the 
State. 

Not too long ago, one man - Gandhi­
ji - could arouse the apathy of a subju­
gated nation, and win freedom for it, 
with truth and non-v.iolence. It would be 
grand if his auaLar appeared from no­
where, to do this a second time! But 
Gandhiji himself would not have wanted 
people to idle while looking for a new 
political messiah. He would have 
wished that each of us gets on with our 
appointed tasks, fighting dragons, if 
need be all in the day's work. 

History has often been moulded not 
necessarily by those who were born 
great, but by simple people with the 
courage of conviction in their belief that 
it resL". wit.h r:>very individual lo be an 
Clq"'nt ot .~hC~n!J~. Rl9htly has the poel 
said Adventu. e on, for lrorn the lilllesl 
rlt IP., has com e whatever worth rnan 
ever knew and the next to rdise all man­
KII J 1 nay be you!" 

~\~_U.Jtl! li.JI II • , ,., HIH I 
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Violence and Political Manipulation 

Any inquiry into the causes of vio­
lence in our national life cannot ignore 
the material and economic reasons for 
such anti-social phenomena. Despite 
forty years of self-rule. the fruits of eco­
nomic development have not been 
equitably distributed. For example, 10 
per cent of the population appropriate 
the economic surplus that is generated 
by the economy every year. 75 per cent 
of lnd1an Muslims are in poor straits. 
The annual consumption of wheat flour 
is 400 lbs. per Indian as compared to 
nearly 1500 lbs. in the United States. 
Comb1ne these with high prices, shor­
tage of essential commodities. housing 
scarc1ty. and a host of other shortages. 
and we have a combust.rble mixture of 
tensions which explode at periodic in­
tervals 1nto frenzied violence. Most of 
this violence is directed against the 
State because it has failed to provide 
succour to vast segments of the 
population despite populist rhetoric and 
sociahst propaganda. 

The 1ncreasing alrenat.ron of the 
citrz.enry 1s the consequence of draco­
ni"n measures adopted by the State. 
Raids, seizures. and midnight swoops 
have engendered hoslilily and fear; 
suspicion exists in many quarters that 
the Stale rs a willing stooge in the hands 
of the elrte. Many people even v1ew the 
State as a robber baron because of its 
ham-handed and indiscrrminate use of 
force to raise revenues. 

Orban Violence 
The rise of slums and the Increasing 

congestion of people in urban areas is 
another cause for the mindless violence 
w1tnes!>ed in our national ltfe Cities like 
Bombay and Calcutta frequently attract 
the ruri11 poor because of better econo· 
mic opportunities. Upon becoming 
urbaniiC!>, the rural poor lose their 
tdt·nlll\1 ,md !>Uifer from .mon tk a ld 
Durldwun In the db'>E"Illl' crt wellare 
mctl!>llll'~ lor the urbdn dqtlfii!Wd. no 

u<>IIIPil Pxic;t-; nqmn~.;t 'tr\Ptnpl0ym"fit 
and c<.:nnor rue rnisery tn h •o~r H'r trmes. In 
time. t1 I• Jr 111y ut the uti hJII unen 1-

ployl't.l bc1·nmes a 1~ ril le hrcedinq 
JrDUnd 101 vrvlence. The potent1al tor 

violence is further increased by the poli 
ticization of the masses. Because poll­
tical freedom is not followed by econo· 
mic emancipation, the urbanized rural 
poor fall prey to manipulation by wily 
politicians. 

The nature of violence in India as 
compared to Western countries is not 
criminal but largely political. The inci­
dence of murder in India is probably 
less than that in the West inspite of the 
dire straits in which most Indians live. 
Similarly, the so-called communal via· 
lence seen in some areas of India is, in 
fact, motivated by economic disparities 
between Hindus and Muslims. The 
communaJ carnage in Bhiwandi was 
sparked by paucity of JObs for the Mus­
lim community. On the other hand, 
where the Muslim majority is affluent, 
riots are engineered by poor Hindus 
whose target is Muslim property. As 
M.V. Kamath pointed out in his address 
to the Harold Laski lnslltute of Political 
Science in 1984: 

·· .... communalism is a function of 
economic destabilization, as the result 
of the entry into occupations of groups 
not traditionally associated with them, 
thus arousing apprehensions among 
those groups who have been so associ­
ated .. 

Kamath cites Malegaon as an exam­
ple of such destabilitallon. There the 
Muslims were the majority community 
while the Hindu minority controlled the 
supply of yarn to the 70,000 power­
looms that are the town's chief econo­
mic pursuit. The Hindus had traditional­
ly controlled the collection and sale of 
lhe finished product. However, with the 
ddvenl o f Muslims In lhe business of 
supplying yarn and purchase of the 
finished product. Hindus felt apprehen­
'>IW And with the talk of Arab money 
P"""n'J tnlf' "'hr'>htn r0ffr' < 1-imrl ... ~ f~>h 
"'"l'' w~ and t11i~ rn~ccunl\ l~!d to nob 

Tlw Role of 'Realpolitik' 
AJ)OIIrvr disturhinu trend 111 Ollr 

n •. llrunallife is the prcKlKe of IL'~i/flo/itiA 
hv ,1ur national k·<.~der~ fh·· .... tag,ng c.1f 
th~ Rt!liance Cup in mcket was a dewr 

Kamal Wadhwa 

way of avoiding the touchy subject of 
the Bofors scandal by Rajiv Gandhi. In 
tealpoliLik. the individual citizen is de­
personalized and the mass of people 
become mere pawns in the national 
game of politics. The use of realpolitik 
is especially visible during election lime 
when politicians cow down their consti­
tuencies with a combination of the stick 
and the carrot in order to build vote­
banks. As former member of Parlia­
ment, Krishan Kant, observed: 

"A private goonda army. small or big, 
is attached to the political leader in ev­
ery consti tuency. They serve each 
other. When there is no individual 
candidate. and the w1nning candidates 
are not attached to any constituency, 
this relationship will not be required to 
that extent Their dependence on each 
other will be reduced and so is their role 
in the election process. Leaving aside 
the 1971 and 1977 elections which 
were waves. goondas' role has been in­
creasing with every eledion. They are 
now dominating the lower levels, mid­
dle and upper levels in many areas, of 
almost all political parties. They started 
replacing the old dedicated leadership 
as they are dying out. So, the danger of 
goonda elements taking over the poli­
I.Jcal system is very real. The logic of the 
functioning of all political parties leads 
to the same direction.' 

Most of the violence visible in our 
national life is an Imitation of foreign 
models. The fixation on violence char­
acteristic of Western culture has spread 
into our national life via the mm and 
newspaper media. 

Decent and law-abiding societies are 
caught in ethical quagmires because 
the1r values do not permit physical de­
fence or the use of counterforce. This 
non-vrolent consensus. wrth a prt>mium 
on l·ollectrve ::.diVdliOI\, Ires 1n ruu1::. to 
c.lclY alter la1lure to wr11p~le Wllh llrr: 
Wt-c;tern modP nf fnrrcful mean<> 

f.W I\1V\AI \\ ,\lliiWA 1 A~~btaul [J1tv• .Jil •"' 
o•t ''"' nll' I .,,\ .. , I!J "'"H 

r rc ·rrJom I tr ,f I :J 



The car that makes 
a lot more carsense! 

Powered by the Nissan engrne 
This modern and ruel-effiCienl 
I 18 ltrre eng1ne makes one hue 
of peuol s11etch rh10ugn I 7 kms 
1accord1ng to the Govemmt'nt 
of India test procf'dure'J 
The synchromest1 system ro1 all fou1 
forward gears ensures smooth gec~r 
change and easy uansm1~110n . 

Takes on any road 
The well-suspended bOdy me~kes for 
good road hold1ng Adequate 
ground clf'at.JIX"' m.lk<'~ 11 1de.:~l 
ror our-or-crry clnv1119 
Irs gorsafety built into rt 
Fatle res1st<tnl d1~c or akC'S em the 
front wheels W1lh servo ass,qancP 
for reduced pedal effort anc.J 1nstc~nl 

sropp1og Large w1ndscrcen tor 
bener VISibility The door frame. root 
c~nd floor panels are iOdlviClually 
pressed out ol \lOgie met<~ I 'heet~ ro 
en!)ure a srructu1a1Jy stronger oody 
Thev ~~~add up to c; sc~f<:r ntlt 

Just the right size 
If's compact enougl' to spell ruel 
effiCiency and ensy manoeuvr~ng 
And t.J1g enough ro sect f1ve 
comfortably There'\ more legroom 
10S1de and more luggage space 10 
rhetrun'< 
The look says sleek 
Oecln, elegJnl hilt'~ Pulvurelll..lOf> 
bumper~ and steenng wl~t·el 
Wraparounc:ltarllrghis A ~rnooth 
pdrnt llnr~n RllJIJetl tJpltrJhlf'l}" 

COIIIOIJit?d. tt't:hn.1ble fro111 SedtS 
Ev~ty pan spells ~leekne.ss 

From Premter AuLOmobiles. 
-of course! 
T! lC Pllll lrt 'f IIR NE com!Jrrlt'S lh£­
\IUrdv IJ<J<l) ~·r t11c f1c11 1211 c:1nd 
<1 modc·rn, fuel t•flruent I 181ttle 
PM(] II )!.> cJP\IC;)I)!:d In COila\JQI.IIJQ11 
wnh Nr'>'\,111 PAL f'ngrneers have 
H~\led ancf pt:riPC.It:d tl rr mod PI ro 
~1111 lnd1.1r1 rlrm.rff'\ .u r(l ro;ld 
condllron~ 

1\11! r rll wt ·w tlw.•>~ "'"' n you th~" 
!l(.'flf'lt,'ll Nl!W wrtlr ,,,......, h(ltrzom 
11/lf 11111< 1 U/ H " tlw c ,u '~f'nt:>. 1srr't 11 
,,,,,IJI,ll/1 ,,.. I tl'ltrr rhorc<- shoufcJ 
t Oflll f/0111 I I\ '7 

f/f1lfi - ~~\....-. The Premier A utomobiles Limitrd -- --



The 'Riddles' Controversy 
S.V. Raju 

To the extent that the Shiv Seno sought to muzzJe freedom of expression they ore clearly In the wrong. 
But they ore right when they soy that the government has no business to publish books of this kind. The 

Liberal position goes further. The Government has no business publishing books of onykind. 

We Indians have a genius for splitting 
hairs when not breaking heads over 
non-issues. The Ram-Janmabhoomi 
agitation in the north and the "Riddles 
of Hinduism" nare·up in Bombay are 
two such where people have been killed 
or injured. We even have a lunatic fringe 
agitating in defence of the evil practice 
of sali - and we are talking of entering 
the 21st century! 

On some cars on the streets of Bom­
bay. one can find stickers which proc­
laim "Say it with pride that I am Hindu''. 
I am a Hindu and glad to be one but, I 
suspect, not for the same reasons that 
the sticker-writer had in mind. I carry 
my Hinduism not on my sleeve (or for 
that matter on my forehead) but in my 
heart and in my attitudes. I am proud to 
belong, not so much to a religion but to 
a philosophy of life which tells me to be 
catholic in my outlook, to be tolerant 
and accept with humility that the 'truth' 
as revealed by other religions Is equally 
true. 

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, the architect of 
our Constitution who converted to 
Buddhism as even 20th century Hindu­
ism, despite the efforts of Mahatma 
Gandhi, had failed to purge itself of the 
scourge of the caste system, wrote a 
critique which he called the "Riddles of 
Hinduism" This forms the fourth 
volume of the Selected Works of B.R. 
Ambedkar, published by the Govern­
ment of Maharashtra. Riddles has an 
appendix in which Dr. Ambedkar com­
ments on the conduct of the heroes of 
the Indian epics the Ramayana and the 
fV/ahabharata. Rama and Krishna, in 
not very nattering terms. His sources 
are unimpeachable. In the case of the 
Rarnaymw fr om the qreat Indian Sage 
V<~lmikr himself 

l his rs not thr llrst urne that som,. 
one hm. Lak• ., rl ~wip!' df Rl101<1 I It 

Krishna. Cornpme<.J to whnt sornr 
others have sard. Dr. Ambedl~d r J<; n'Hid 
Rama s Cllndut I Ill 'i i·JYiflR \ olh al • 

Sambuka has been cntrcrst:rl turw ttnd 

again and his treatment of Sita, com· 
pelling her to undergo an ordeal by fire 
after her release from captivity was 
characterised by Rajaji as 'disgraceful 
conduct.' The Rt. Hon. V.S. Srinivasa 
Sastri wrote a whole chapter on this in 
his Lectures on the Ramayana and 
was put to great difficulties explaining 
away Rama's conduct. The followers of 
E.V. Ramaswami Naicker, Founder of 
the anti-Aryan Dravida Kazhagam, im­
itating their leader, have been most 
abusive of Rama and Krishna. Yet all 
these have not in any way eroded the 
appeal these Gods have for the Hindus 
who continue to worship them with the 
same fervour. The popularity of the TV 
seriaJ 'Ramayana' is an eloquent testi­
mony. 

The Shiv Sena, a militant political 
party which makes no bones about its 
pro-Hindu stance demanded that lhe 
book be withdrawn as it wounded the 
religious feelings of Hindus. This pro­
vol<ed the followers of Dr. Ambedkar, 
the Scheduled Castes and Backward 
Classes now known as 'Dalits' or the 
downtrodden, to retaliate with a re­
sounding 'don't you dare· to the Mahar­
ashtra Government Caught in a con­
troversy of their own creation. the Gov­
ernment was at a loss. By the time the 
solution had presented itself. Bombay's 
citizens went through two days or ten­
sion with private and public properties 
damaged or destroyed. the Martyrs' 
Memorial defaced and the Shiv Sena 
threatening dire reprisals. During the 
period of the controversy one even saw 
policemen protecting Dr. Ambedkar's 
statues in vanous parts of the dty to 
prevent their disfigurement by 'anti­
social elements.' 

The solutron was srmplp· lhP Mahm 
a-;htra Government aqrPed IO rasl f' i l 

slrp on the oftendrng volume that lht:' 
vir-ws exrr~'ised were not thoo;(· nf IH• 
Mflharashtra Government! 

fh ·re ~..an be r•" doubt th 1: Lh1 oc• l 

~ICJil was grist for the milb of both lht• 

Shiv Sena and the Dalit politicians. TI1e 
Shiv Sena's objective was evidently to 
garner Hrndu middle class support 
while the hopelessly splintered Dalit 
groups saw this as an opportunity to 
combine on an issue on which there 
could be no differences- the protection 
of the late Dr. Ambedkar's legacy. 

All this could easily have been 
avoided If the Government had only 
minded its own business and not be­
come a publisher of books. But then 
governments in post-Independent India 
do almost everything (selling milk, bak­
ing bread, publishing books etc.) except 
the one job they are expected to do -
govern. 

What did Dr. Ambedkar write that led 
to such a storm? Constraints of space 
prevent reproduction of a meaningful 
extract Readers· will have to secure a 
copy of Volume Four of the Riddles o{ 
Hinduism II they are interested. Howev­
er to give a flavour, page 18 carriesan 
extract from page 327 Appendix 1 and 
an extract from the Vafmiki 
Ramayana, Canto 1 I 5 pages 1849-50 
of Kalyana Kalpataru which Dr. 
Ambedkar cites. 

While the issue is peripheral. there is 
however an important democratic prin­
ciple involved: the right of an individual 
to write and publish freely. To the extent 
thdt the Shiv Sena sought to muzzle 
freedom or expression they are dearly 
in the wrong. But they are right whel} 
they say that the Government has no 
business to publish books of this kind. 
The Uberal position goes even further: 
The Government has no business pub­
lishing books of any kind except of 
course their laws, rules. and regulations 
and anythrng they wish lo say about 
lh»mc;,PIVP-; Fnr "" fhta <;w,t e~nl rf! v.,r­
ty., Stclh:rnt.:tll of Policy so rtyhll\' 
observ~d ... fhe business or the Govern-
n• ·nt ,.., •J• '\'"frltlll'lll r\tll f\ ll"illt "'"' llrH I 
thr~ polwy been followed there would 
not have bren a "Riddles Ce>ntroversy. 
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An Extract from the Riddles of Hinduism 

The first thing (Rama) should have done after dispos­
ing of Ravana was to have gone to Sita. He does not do 
so. He finds more interest in the coronation (of Vibisha­
na) than in Sita. Even when the coronation is over he 
does not go himself but sends Hanuman. And what is the 
message he sends? He does not ask Hanuman to bring 
her. He asks him to inform her that he is hale and hearty. 
It is Sita who expresses to Hanuman her desire to see 
Rama. Rama does not go to Sita his own wife who was 
kidnapped and confined by Ravana for more than I 0 
months. Sita is brought to him and what does Rama say 
to Sita when he sees her? It would be difficult to believe 
any man with ordinary human kindness could address to 
his wife in such dire distress as Rama did to Sita when he 
met her in Lanka if there was not the direct authority of 
Valmiki. This is how Rama addressed her : 

' 'I have got you as a prize in a war after conquering my 
enemy your captor. I have recovered my honour and 
punished my enemy. People have witnessed my military 
prowess and I am glad my labours have been rewarded. I 
came here to kill Ravana and wash off the dishonour. I 
did not take this trouble for your sake ... 

Could there bF> anything more cruel than this conduct 
of Rama towards Sita? He does not stop there. He pro­
ceeded to tell her: 

"I suspect your conduct. You must have been spoiled 
by Ravana. Your very sight is revolting to me. Oh you 
daughter of Janaka, I allow you to go anywhere you like. I 
have nothing to do with you. l conquered you back and I 
am content for that was my object. I cannot think that 
Ravana would have failed to enjoy a woman as beautiful 
as you are." 

/G:IIyana-Kalpalaru-Valmiki Ramayana 

~ ~aoq ~ ~~ ~ I rut, 'l\ci ~oi tFn 'ill~ m<Ail'Trr II t ~ II 
~l oft~ ifClm ~ I 3FI~ ~ !if.v;l ~01'1 ~ II tv II 
~~~ l1lt a ;f!S1t ~R&lli: I §alof: ~ <1~ ~ ~ '6i'f: II t\ II 
W<lT u l!lil ~ci: " wf6: 1 ~rmm<i~~ ~ 'if qftqr.im 11 t~ 11 

~qr ~~'II stm~~ ~m 1 ~ ~ ~~- ifm nt"ll 
~ ~ ~S?l qif!;i ~I 1@1~~~~~~ il' l'<t7U II t~ll 

"That wbioh oogM to be done by a 
mao revenging an lllaal~ bas been 
aocompllsbed bY me by ldlllng Rl-rana. 
aeeklllg ( a a I did ) to redeem my 
honour. ( 13 ) T hough diffioul\ to 
Approach tor the world of mortal s ( for 
fear of Rlvana. ), yoo ba.ve bean won 
( baolc ) by me ( whose mind ata.nds 
purllled bY asoetlolam) In the sa. me way 
116 the southern quarter, w hich waa 
difficuH to Maa11 ( for !eu o r tho ogr es 
nvala and VMapi ) for mortals wae 
oonquered by Sage Agaatya, who bad 
realized his eelf t hrough a.uterltles. (14) 
Let it be known t n you that (all) thle 
exertion ln the abapo of war, wbiob has 
bean soceeasfolly carded through, thanks 
lo the prowess o f my frleuds ( the 
monkeys o.od Vibbt ~a!Ja ) was not 

undertaken for your 6a.ll:e : may 
prosperity attend y oo 1 ( 15 ) This wao, 
bowever, done by me Lrl order to 
vindicate my good oondoct and wJpe of! 
the obloquy coming to me from all 
aidos as well ae the stigma or. my 
llluatrlou H ouse. ( 16 ) Standing 
( unabashed ) before mo, even though 
eusploion baa ar1aen with regard lo your 
charact er, y ou aJ'e extremely disagreeable 
to me even a a a 11gb t to one who Ia 
aotrerlng tram sore eyea. ( 17 ) Therefore, 
go wherever you like, 0 Janaka'a 
daughter; I grant you leave to do eo 
tbla ( very ) 11.\y. ( All ) these ( ten ) 
directlo~a are open to you, 0 good 
lady I No more porpoae of mine 
remains to bo B•nved by you. 
( 16 ) 

q;; ~ ~ ijffif; ~ 'R~~ I ~t<11 s-m~ ?N~)\l;r ~<HIT II ~ \ 11 
\l~'{(([il!i ~ei ~·:~~ '111!'11 I '!i>-i i<li ~~i ~ Oli'l~~FI'I~ II ~·I I 
1{~·1 Pir!l"lr il r~ =ils'Flllirft.<i't JI IIT 1 'llfi;r 11 <<~.;qf'1•''1'il ~Jil•i ll' '«fffqfa ll ~ t ll 

"""' ;;qr~<l ~ ~ilfl.. f.o&f~r 1 ~''ll'il <ntf ~ ~ 3ft qq,~ll. 11 '~ 11 
~ <nlf gri'~ u~ "' f<il11'1tli 1 f.R!llll ~: uta lfl{l iff yl(fllrm;J: 11 ~~ 11 

~ft i'ti {fqllf) rgr ~;;q~l lvikmll, I ll~<f ~t ~ t<f'l( mfutiwt II W II 

"Wba.~ man ol ospirH Bnd born ID a 
noble family for hj& )l ll. t~ w ould La ke 
b:\olt witu an c~ger mind a. wom" D wbo 
bas dwell in anotbcr ' s booao. 1 •imply ) 

because nho baa uecn k ind ly diapoeed 
tow~nda bl m ( i n ~ h " 'p·1st ) ;> ( 19 ) 
'.~" 1 \dl• I .,~ttt Jr'l ' ,.,,.. tr.•• ltn , • ,,~ h"W ... ,.C 

1 nccopt 'll!laiu r on, wbo woro ; qu eoz• d 
hao th& n rwa of n :.v a llll ( wb lle \.leiug 
bornr n w ny hy h illl ) B& d r egarded ( by 
ll~t \ -v. lh ,., ~·· f lfl,.f '"'' ,.,y... t 'tfj \ 

'l'h 'lt nl.•JCOI f u=. 111 r"'trtevl<~ of rnl 

luLl IJlH>C\111 ) tor wb oh y"t: ha '• " Leen 
w ,;,n 1 t>~nk ) hr u •• h ·~ I • or 'rU"' "' I 

••'JI4 

for you ( in my biS8rl ). You ma y 
( therefore ) go wberover yon lika. ( '21 ) 
RellOB tbla o ttero.nce bns been made by 
me today, ruolved aa I IUD co ac~ 

acoordlugly. Set your mllld oo 
r,n k~mana or " T f\Jl ou Bh .. rll.~&. a ccording 
ln y nur plen•u ro. 1 2~ l I !lnl' 1 tlx 

Yr!Dr mind on S~t tru ~lt uA "r e"•r• on 
Bugrlv~ or ou t h" ot:r n, V11•lll~nnA . " 
Slli>. o r a., n~ It l'l~fcr your mind, ( '2J } 
s~t.lur y, Jj w ·lr~ t:J i ~1'\tl \"''-l' 
oh•l r wltlll <'~ ter lor '" 'd '"" ( so J IJO\I J 
r- .. t ·t.l~ ~, •lot.a.luefl • 1 h p u.l;f,.:.l 
R.:-~v.~nn coo l•l no t b'""''" C'Uril.v 1 ~'OlJ -.. 
'"r-ll"l~"~-l' l J•\r l1•fJ~, ;1& •• 1' 

'----~ 



A Dutch View of Citizenship 
Frits Bolkestein 

We believe that citizenship arises out of its own practice and that if one is robbed of the 
possibility of playing a full role in the economic life of the country this will in the end erode the 

quality of citizenship all around. We also believe that ownership and property rights foster 
responsibility and that this may be seen in the overfishing of oceans and the indiscriminate 

cutting down of forests. Where all are responsible, no one is responsible. 

What gives rise to citizenship? I can 
think of four sources. The {irsl source is 
identification with a country, its history 
and its traditions. The French philo­
sopher Ernest Renan wrote in this re­
spect of "the remembrance of great 
things achieved together and the will to 
achieve other such great things in fu­
ture". It is the feeling that it is "my coun­
try". the sense of belonging to it, of hav­
ing a stake in it. Sometimes this takes 
the form of being inspired by the 
national myth - of greatness. of free­
dom or whatever - or the sef\se of a 
mission: we are here to do something. 
Together with this goes the feeling of 
participating in the political process. no 
matter at how modest a level, and of 
consensus. a rejection of polansation. 
in the assurance that power will alter­
nate between major parties. This is the 
political dimension of citizenship. Can 
one identify with a "soft state"? I think it 
is easier to identify with a "hard state". 
Who wants to be part of something 
weak? 

The second source is a system of 
education thdt teaches duties as well as 
rights, where teachers do nol merely 
pass on knowledge but also Inculcate 
standards of responsible behaviour and 
a sense of pride in the community. 
Schools are examples of so-called " in­
termediate structures". They are called 
intermediate because they are situated 
between the rndividual and the stale. 
There are other examples of such in­
termediate structures which may per-
1orm tilt• o.,dtlH· Iunclton dS schuc,fs 1 h~ 
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lllis article is the lt:Xl or a lecture which Dr 
Frits Bolkestein MP.. deputy lcadt>r of the 
Uberal party In the Dutch Parlidment. deh· 
vered at a seminar of the Ciltzenship Develop­
ment Society hetd on De<:c·mbt>t JO J I 1957 
.n New Delhi. 

many Chinese lamilles before the re­
volution of I g. I I the feet ol the girls 
were broken. 

The Utild ::;owcc is politicians who 
set a personal example ol distin­
terestedness and of probrty fhe first 
such politician to com~ to mtnd is. o f 
tour::.e. MahatmJ Gtmdltt. ~ut thert:' iltt• 
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set a bad example - why should ordin­
ary people not follow? 

And the fourth soLtrce is a system of 
taw which dispenses juslice efficiently 
and effectively. Not everyone behaves 
responsibly. Some break the law. 
Norms and standards erode if no sanc­
tion is directed at transgressors. That is 
why anarchism is a dream. Without an 
erficient and effective administration of 
justice we would soon sink into a war of 
all against all. 

Having given an idea of what in my 
view are the sources of citizenship. I 
shall. rn what follows. first give a few 
illustrations of what I mean. I shall then 
describe some recent developments in 
the Netherlands and conclude with a 
brief note on liberalism. 

The American Ethos 
The United Stales is a country of im­

migrants. Hence the importance of 
education. it is not surprising that the 
subject "civics" figures prominently in 
the curricula of many American high 
schools. Now the American ethos is 
based uron: 

( I ) the American myth. i.e. the belief 
that if a person is given freedom. 
he will achieve a personal opti­
mum: 

(2) a common legal system - in 
spite of variations between states 
- under one Supreme Court ; 

(3) a common language: and 
(4) "" opt'n pohtrcal system 111dt en 
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"Your order is not our order" shows that 
not all groups take part in the national 
ethos. That is true. But it should also be 
noted that about a dozen of President 
Nixon's Cabinet officers and personal 
assistants were convicted by a jury that 
was more than half black. And Presi­
dent Nixon himself was forced out of 
office. With respect to the common lan­
guage: the increase of Spanish as a 
second official language is not without 
risks. as it tends to fracture an Impor­
tant aspect of national life. 

The French Experience 
Now let me turn to France. The 

French think that their culture is the 
greatest in the world. They speak of 
their language, their country and their 
anthem as nobody else would. We may 
laugh when the French talk of their 
"mission ciuillsalrice" but this idea has 
given France undoubted self­
assurance, cohesion and ambition. 
Even the French communists support 
their country's nuclear deterrent I do 
not mention this out of preference for 
nuclear weapons but to show the cohe­
sion of France. France operates in Cen­
tral Africa in a way which no other West 
European country would dare to im­
itate. France is the best example in 
Western Europe of a strong state, with 
which it is easier to identify than with a 
weak one. But that was not always the 
case. In the thirties France was rocked 
by a series of political and financial 
scandals. It was then said that France 
was " the republic of chums and 
scoundrels"'. And the French Third Re­
public was so weak that it could resist 
the onslaught of lhe German war 
machine for not much longer than one 
month. The bad example set by politi­
cians must have had something to do 
with that. 

Behind The Iron Curtain 
After these two countries of the West. 

take the USSR A serious problem there 
appears to be the disaffection of young 
people, who seem to have lost all in­
terest in public life, and above dll in poli­
tics. rhe U.iUSeS, In my Vlt'W. ctre firstly 
tl1t: lc.Jt. .. 1-. uf ~~~~::o-•L•il ,: • · ,, . " l'n')f••ll• • 
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counteract this tendency. Poland. 
however, is an extreme case of a lack of 
political participation, aggravated by the 
fact that the official leadership of the 
country has lost all credibility. In Poland 
there is an undeclared civil war between 
the state and society. and the level of 
citizenship is probably very low. 

I have thus far mentioned a few coun· 
tries in both East and West I now want 
to turn to two aspects: patriotism and 
the electoral system, in particular prop­
ortional representation or PR. 

Patriotism 

l think it was Samuel Johnson who 
said that patriolism is the last refuge of 
a scoundrel. Nonetheless, patriotism 
can play a useful role in fostering 
citizenship. as long as it does not ex­
ceed certain limits and in so doing de­
generate into chauvinism. Let us take a 
look at the former president of Indone­
sia, Soekarno. The Dutch usually view 
him as the man who led the struggle of 
Indonesia against Holland, or as the 
man who collaborated with the 
Japanese during World War II. Apart 
from this, what has Soekarno achieved 
for Indonesia? Well, he kept the country 
together. He kept language and religion 
out of politics - no small achievement 
in a country where Javanese is by far 
the most important language and the 
overwhelming majority of the people 
are Muslim. He also fostered an Indone­
sian nationalism, complete with mus-

jawarah and pan!}asila, which together 
amount to a sort of national myth. That 
was a good thing. Unfortunately, 
Soekarno neglected economics - " that 
dismal science ... as he called it - and 
allowed nationalism to spread into the 
sphere of business. Thus he undid 
much of what he achieved. Indonesia 
has become a soft state. 

The Mexicans have a saying: "God IS 
so far and the United States are so 
ncar" It is understandablt! that they 
h_,v; """llhl tn <;tft''i~ t h~ir sf'n<;<• nl 
n·11innhl'lod In th<' whole 0 1 Mel\lro I_JtV 
lhere is not one statue ot Hernan 
f ~~ h'' althnu~1t hr· wrl:"!ltr d lhr r ountrv 
ft,.,m A2kc domiMtion On the ('lllwr 
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the National Museum wiU suffice to 
show that Again, however, this patriot­
ism was allowed to spill over into the 
economic field and the Mexican eco­
nomy - above all the Mexicans them­
selves- has suffered as a consequence. 
Mexico is also a soft stale. It must be 
admitted that neither Mexico nor any of 
the other Latin American countries 
show a highly developed sense of 
citizenship and it is not easy to see why 
that should be so. Perhaps it is the re­
sult of Catholicism. which has always 
been much more interventionist than 
liberalism. 

A Plea For PR 
Now as far as the electoral system is 

concerned, I want to make a plea for PR 
as opposed to the first-past-the-post 
system which the British have. The 
advantages of PR are twofold. Firstly, it 
produces middle-of-the-road coalitions 
which are based on a consensus. 
Secondly, it facilitates the rise of small 
parties. which enliven parliamentary de­
bates while the main parties do not get 
infected with crypto-extremists from the 
right or left. In Great Britain. for exam­
ple, there are various Labour Members 
of Parliament who in reality are com­
munists. The claim for the British sys­
tem is that it encourages firm govern­
ment. Perhaps it does, at least for the 
moment. But it also produces zigzag 
policies as well as the feeling of being 
excluded on the part of those who have 
voted for the party not in pewer. 

The Dutch Experience 
What is the Dutch experience? Since 

the early siXties Holland has been 
marked by four independent hut 
mutually retnforcing developments. 
Firstly, the country has become much 
more afOuent and thus the people have 
to a certain extent lost contact with the 
sharp edges of existence. Secondly. a 
system of mass education has been set 
up, which all too often has given that 
littJe knowledge which is a dangerous 
th1ng. Thirdly, the mass media and in 
particular television give a semblance of 
knowlcdgP of what goes on elsewhere. 
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tional need to be committed to a diffe­
rent kind of salvation, if not in life-after­
death then in this world. A secular reli­
gion came into existence which man­
ifested itself in a social gospel. This was 
especially propagated by alienated in­
tellectuals. A climate of opinion arose 
which was harmful to the various 
sources or citizenship which I have 
mentioned above. 

A climate of ua{'lid intemationaltsm 
arose which discounted patriotism of 
any sort whatever It is interesting to 
observe the behaviour of the Dutch 
when they are called upon to sing their 
national anthem. In contrast to, for ex­
ample. the Americans or the French. 
they feel embarrassed; they hang their 
heads and shuffle with their feel They 
are uncomfotable. 

Education 
In education. the aims of 

consciousness-raising and of self­
expression were stressed at the expense 
of applicable skills. This nol only 
affected the labour market and thus the 
economy. but also made it seem - at 
least for a while- as if any expression of 
one's personality whatever was worth­
while. Now it is obvious - at least to me 
- that many aspects of many personali­
ties are worthy of being expressed. but 
surely not all. Nor are all ways in which 
such aspecls may be expressed equally 
valuable. Yet such obvious thoughls run 
counter to the dominant lhinkmg of the 
sixties and seventies in Holland. I know 
that everybody after a certain age is in­
clined to complain of the education of 
the next generation. yet I have the 
strong feeling that in Ho lland this is now 
JUStified. For the present purpose I want 
to stress that the mculcation of a sense 
of ci tizenship is both less and more pro­
nounced than it used to be when I went 
to school. lt 1s less pronounced in that a 
sense of discipline is not given the 
same Importance as in my youth. 
Someone who would attempt to do so 
in the days o f "doing your own thing" 
and consc1ousne::.s-expanding drugs 
was soon relegated to the categor1 of 
old f ogey~ But it i!:> more IJronounLed 
111 lltal 11\r> pro lcr!tt')n o f thE- t' tWII 011 
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paper that is recycled. By and large. 
however, I am inclined to believe that 
Dutch education does less to foster a 
sense of civics now than it used to. 

The Adminis tration of Justice 

As far as the administration o{ jus­
Lice is concerned, the prevailing climate 
of opinion in the sixties and seventies 
has had a largely deleterious effect 
Some went so far as to explain awa) 
transgressions of the law as the result o f 
the structural violence of society. "The 
law and order issue serves to denect 
public attention from more pressing 
issues. like death, destruction, war, tor­
ture and starvation"1

. The theory was 
that as long as society was unrecon­
structed it was useless. if not downright 
harmful, to attempt to do something 
about crime. More concern was o ften 
voiced for the criminal than for the vic­
tim. All this sapped the m orale of the 
pohce force and encouraged judges to 
pass lenient sentences. Holland came 
to play a steadily larger part in the inter­
national drugs-network. Amsterdam 1n 
particular was hit by a wave o f 
streetlevel-crime. Although the prevail­
ing climate of opinion has now 
changed - partly as a result of the eco­
nomic difficulties we are experiencing -
the effects I have described are unfortu­
nately stili with us. The shortage of cells 
means, for example. that some sus­
peels have to be released for lack o f 
space. while conv1cts have to queue up 
to serve their sentence. It can hardly be 
said, therefore. that the administration 
of justice in Holland is either efficient or 
effective. 

A word is in order here on cfl •fl cJ; .., 
obed1ence or the extra-parliamentt1ry 
opposition, as the Germans used to c<lll 
1L The disaffection of the lumpen­
intelligentsia led in somC' cases to 
squatters occupying empty buildings In 
contravention of the law, which went 
unchallenged because the "progres­
sive" majorities on city councils refused 
to lcl the police move m. One part of 
Amsterdam has removed iLc;elf ouLsidl! 
the pale of Lhe law to Lhe extent that not 
long ago the mayor of the c:1ty wa ... prr 
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vironment. Also. action groups keep 
dissidents committed to the po litical 
process as such '. But to condone trans­
gressions of the law is to start upon a 
slippery slope. It is contagious: it 
spreads to other areas. e.g. nscal mat­
ters. It is a one-way street that leads 
downhill. All in all I do not think it has 
increased our sense of citizenship . 

Unemployment 

I must now turn to a new element, viz. 
ttnemploymen l. A man who IS out of 
work obviously does not participate in 
the economic life of his community and 
has therefore much less of a stake in it 
than somebody who has a job. Now un­
employment in Holland is high - un­
acceptably high. Let me mention a few 
of its causes. The rate of births has 
gone up of late. partly because many 
women 1n their late thirties decide to 
have a child before it is lao late. Also, 
many more women than hitherto want 
to participate in the labour market -
either because they must (broken mar­
riages) or because they want lo (eman­
cipation). Then technical advances 
have made many jobs in traditional 
manufacturing obsolete without so far 
having created sufficient new jobs to 
compensate for the loss. The growth of 
world trade has been disappointing. 
which is of importance to an open eco­
nomy such as the Dutch. These factor~ 
are beyond the inOuence and control of 
the Dutch goverment. But it can do 
something about the relative costs of 
labour and capital, which are out of kil­
ter. That is why there is so much self­
service in petrol stations and hotels. 
The serv1ce sector In Holland is 
anaemic because tht: people needed to 
serve have become Loo expensive to 
Pmploy The servicr sector is thus un­
able to mop up the labour that is 
sloughed off by an industry which must 
keep up with international standards of 
competitiveness. People are expensive 
lo employ in Holland in large part be­
cause personal income taxes and social 
security premta are the highest in the 
world. If we C'OIIId reclucc the public 
'"~' '" ' "•• ''', ,!, I tlu•r .. hy r Jll"' tlw 
l,ur,J,., , 1f taxe" Jnd prems<~ fhus 
l 1b· ur "-•lllld roc;t lr ss to employ ~ven 
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ployment that erodes the feeling ot 
citizenship is of our own making. 

On balance. therefore, I am afraid de­
velopments in Dutch society over the 
last 25 years have not favoured the 
sense of citizenship. The climate of 
opinion that prevailed in the sixties and 
seventies has eroded patriotism and the 
standards of education and justice: the 
net effect of action groups has been 
negative; and government policy is at 
least partly responsible for our unem­
ployment. 

It is here that I come to my final 
observation, which has to do with liber­
alism. In the sphere of personal free­
dom we strive for maximum freedom 
consistent with the freedom of others. 
For example, we have pushed our coali­
tion partners, the Christian Democrats, 
to adopt a more liberal position on 
voluntary euthanasia. In the field of eco­
nomic affairs, we have pushed for a re­
duction in the public sector, a reduction 
in the public sector, a reduction in the 
punishing levels of personal taxation. 
privatisation of those government ser-

v1ces which can be performed better by 
the private sector and de-regulation of 
many of the rules which the govern­
ment has introduced. In brief: more 
society. less stale. We believe that 
citizenship arises out of its own practice 
and that if one is robbed of the possibil­
ity of playing a full role in the economic 
life of the country this will in the end 
erode lhe quality of citizenship all 
around. We also believe that ownership 
and property rights foster responsibility 
and that this may be seen In the over­
fishing of the oceans and the indiscri­
minate cutting down of forests. Where 
all are responsible, no one is responsi­
ble. In other words, the more responsi­
bility a man gets, the more he will be 
able to carry. Our political opponents -
the Christian Democrats and the 
Socialists - accuse us of fostering indi­
vidualism and hence egoism. Now it is 
true that for us the free individual is the 
repository of ultimate value. But it is 
most certainly untrue that we want to 
foster egoism. For it is always freedom 
with responsibility that we strive for. 

Let me end by quoting that eminent 

Dr. K.M. Munshi Birth Centenery 

The B11araliya Vidya Bhavan is celeb­
rating with great enthusiasm, the 
birth centenary of its Founder Dr. 
K.M. Munshi. It is also the Golden 
Jubilee of the Bhavan which fully de­
serves all the plaudits it has received 
(or continuing its Founder's mission 
- a cultural renaissance and a re­
surgence of values we seem to have 
lost somewhere along the way. 

The Bhavan's emphasis is on Hin­
du culture and values and it is a plea­
sure to see the way it is being done 
without either narrow chauvinism or 
even a hint of pandering to baser 
( ommunal instincts. And the man 
who set this tone for the Bhavan s 
activtties was none otller than Dt 
K.l', Munsh1 T ,) tlw fi ltavi'ln s I x 
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working with hirn. was among the 
last of the giants who leh their im­
print on India's politics and public 
life. To even attempt a comparison 
between men like Sardar Patel, 
Jayaprakash Narayan and K.M. Mun­
shi with what we have today would 
be unfair to their memory. 

My association with Munshiji was 
not in the field of culture but in the 
more mundane world of politics. He 
was Vice President of the Swatantra 
Party from 1959. the year the Party 
was founded, till his demise in 197 I . 
Greatly respected by both his col­
leagues in the National Executive o f 
the Party and the rank and file. fv\un­
shiji n€'ver once hesitated to state his 
vieW'>. l>e 11 on th€' Pun1ab1 'Sut>a (lw 
r tHrrt•(l d ( 1 H11rT1ill•'f "'t •1 •1•111tf•t l h 
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Indian liberal, Mr Minoa Masa111, where 
he borrows from the Swatantra Party's 
programme:• "Individual initiative, en­
terprise and energy maximising indi­
vidual freedom and minimising interfer­
ence by the State. foster the sense of 
moral obligation" . 

1 "La Republique des copains et des coquins" 

2 L McDonald: "The Sociology o( Law anJ 
Order" (Book Center, Montreal, 1976), p.13 

) Harry Ecksteln: "Presstlrf! Group Politics"; 
'The disjunctive function of pressure groups is 
equally important to prevent alienation of 
groups from systems that appear to distort 
their goals" (quoted in Ashoka Meht.a~ "A De­
cade of lrydian Polit.ics", p.J)} 

4 In h1s booklet; "Rajaji's urew of li(e'' 

f'!o government based on the naked 
princ1ple that the majority ought to gov~ 
ern. however true the maxim in its proper 
sense. and under proper restrictions, can 
preserve its liberty even for a single gen­
eration. The history of all has been the 
same - violence. injustice. and anarchy. 
succeeded by the government of one. or 
a few, under which the people seek re­
fuge from the more oppressive despot­
ism of the many. 

John C. Calhoun 

and. more often than not. was able to 
get the Party to see the validity of his 
point of view, was a pleasure to 
watch. 

He was a firm disciplinarian and 
even while giving full allowance for 
internal party democracy, he never 
hesitated to advocate or support ac­
tion against indisciplined members 
irrespective of their position or the 
loss to the Party's numerical strength 
that such action would entail. On 
many an occasion, as Executive 
Secretary of the Party I sought his 
counsel and cannot recall returning 
disappointed even once. He was firm 
but fair and his understanding of the 
Party's raisun J'eLre was complete. 

l"o the many tributes paid to him. I 
tdd nw own little tributf' to a qreal 
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Coalition at the Centre 

Ramakrishna Hegde 

Indian exper1ertce has S110vVn that where a coalition was unprincipled formed purely for 
the s.oke ?f power, it hod not endured; on the other hand, where it has been mode up of 
part1es w1th a programme broadly compatible with their ideologies it has led to a stable 

government, as ln the case of Orissa, and to some extent Kerola" 

India is already passing through a 
phase of coalition politics. Even though 
political polarisation is gradually taking 
place at the State level there IS yet no 
stgn of the emergence of a national 
alternative. Unless that miracle happens 
a coalition government at the Centre 
comprismg like-minded parties appears 
inevitable in the present political Situa­
tion. It is also desirable. If the opposition 
parties are unable to offer the people a 
credible alternallve they should at least 
prepare the mind of the people to 
accept a credible coalition at the Cen­
tre. In the context of the distortion of 
India's federal structure 1n recent years. 
a coalition Government would help res­
tore the Constitution to what it was In­
tended to be by the Founding Fathers. 
It would help to strengthen the roots of 
co-operative federalism 

I realise that the word, coalition· has 
acquu ed a bad name 1n the country be­
cause of vanou~ h1stoncal reason~ The 
speedy collapse of thl SVD (Samyukta 
vicll•d!Jdk Dal) m1ntst~o.ncs 1n north lr. 
dia in 1967 and 1968 and the rollaps<> 
of what was a prom1S111g expenment 10 

nattonal politics. the Janata Party Gov· 
emment in July 1979. a little over two 
years after it was formed. have created J 

strong prejutl1C'.! ag.,ln~l th,.. very ton 
cept of coaliuon 

The Janata Partv 

ComptJratiue ScuJy of Coalition:>: 
The Research and Policy Planning 01vision or the Union Home Minlslly. 1967 

defined programme and policy. It was 
not built on mere negativism, but had a 
positive thrust. It was a unique com­
bination. It was neither a coaliuon prop­
er nor did it emerge as a truly unified 
party transcending the loyalties of the 
five groups that had merged to form the 
party: the Congress (0), Socialist, Bhar~ 
atiya Jan Sangh, Swatantra and the 
Bharatiya Kranti Oat. It fell between the 
stools, as it were. In those two years. no 
organisational elections could be held 
because of "ghatakwad". growing d1s~ 
sensions and disagreement on the 
1ssue of dual membership of the former 
Jan Sangh members in the RSS and 
the Janata Party simultaneously. 

The Janata Party was beset with the 
vice of groupism almost from the very 
begmning. When elections to State 
legislatures were to be held in June 
1977 in I 4 States and Union territories. 
the scramble for nommat1ons 
threatened to tear the party apart. Each 
group demanded rts "quota" What fol­
lowed 1n the States where the Janata 
Partv had won proved to be suic1dal to 
the party's survtval in the long term 
Two factions. the erstwhile BKD and the 
erstwhile Jan Sangh arrived at a secret 
dec1l There would be BKD Ch1ef Mm1<. 
tnes m U.P .. Onssa. Haryana and Biha: 
df1CI Jan Sanqh O uPI Mllll!>lcr!> 1n Rclld5 
tt,,sn, f.l<'ldhVd Pr 1 ,.,.,h 111 I llll flllf"ltrtl 

I fi .J.a l.:lltJ f :Jf 0 

U.N. in the sense that every constituent 
unit could exercise its veto power. 

JP's Scepticism 
Even before the emergency forceo 

the opposition parties to come closer. 
Loknayak Jayaprakash Narayan had 
predicted in a speech. at the Indian 
Council of World Affairs at New Delhi 
on February 3, 1970, that the seventies 
would see coalition governments both 
at the Centre and in the States. But he 
doubted if they would be stable The 
reason for his scepticism is relevant. It 
was the steep deterioration in political 
ethics. J .P. was against ··coalitions of 
cCJnvenience without any rationality". 

The Political Atmosphere Today 

The political atmosphere in the 
country today is strongly reminiscent 
of that in the mid-seventies 
immediately preceding the 
unpo:;1lion of emergency. On the 
one hand. there rs an authoritanan 
and corrupt Government atlhe 
Centre which is 1m pervious to 
reason. adamant agcurtst ref orr n5. 
determined to ride roughshod over 
the nghts of the people and of the 
States. IS inimical to the Press and 
hostile to thP jud1ciary In short. a 
reg1n1e wrth JUSt one overndmg 
passron - cont1nucmce 1n power by 
all m<~nrwr n l medns U n th.,. <1tlwr 
hand lltl P' OPk "-I l)fl';t IIIIJSIW 
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If it's urgent 
IDHL it.' 

DHL is the surest, 
fastest way to send your 
time-sensitive commercial 
documents or parcels. 
Country-to·country. 
city-to-city and 

desk-to-desk. Anywhere. 
Anytime. 
Over 750 offices in 162 
countries. No other courier 
in India offers a wider 
global network. 

WOfllOW/OE EXPRESS~ 

You couldn't express it better . 
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He was not against coalitions m them­
selves. Indeed, he was all for sharing of 
power on the basis of agreed program­
mes between the partners. He knew that 
multiplicity of parties made politics ot 
coalition inevitable. He was emphatical· 
ly of the view that stable coalitions were 
perfectly pos~ible provided that they 
were rooted In shared commitments. 
As .he sai?, "I wish the Congress really 
spht on ideological grounds so that 
stable coalit1on governments could be 
made possible... But every time the 
Congress split it was due to clash of 
personalities. 

Many in India had hoped that a two­
party system would emerge in the 
country. They had in mind the British 
model though it was itself under strain 
By now it is clear that the hope was buill 
more on illusion than on realism. In a 
country of our continental dimensions 
and social diversities a stable multi· 
party system is perhaps unavoidable for 
quite some time. 

In the wake of the Congress debacle 
in the fourth general elections in 1967. 
that pragmatist. Shri S.K. Patll. pleaded 
t~at the Congress should give up its 
h1gh and mighty attitude and take the 
lead in forging coalitions. The advice he 
gave to the Congress in March 1969 
should be taken to heart by the opposi­
tion parties today: .. Now it is obv1ous 
that the process of coalilions must start 
and coalitions must be formed not only 
after but also during and belore the 
elections. If well-planned coalitions are 
formed before the elections, they will 
develop a capacity of lasting longer and 
becoming more eFfective in actual func­
lionmg It will take a long lime. not less 
thdn 25 years. to develop a two~party 

!iystem in lndiCl ... In many other demo­
cratic. countnes. the two-party system 
hds t·ven now not made any demon­
strative 1mpact. In mosl of the Euro· 
pean countries which are democratic. 
coalitions CJre accepted as a matter or 
fact .. 

!::>hn Patti was only too nght. In the 
Federal ~epubhc ol Germany. both the 
111iliOI pi.lriWs. the Chnstian Democr.Jls 
md I ht So1 t..JI DPiliC)Cr a ls hdv~ n 1h·d 

1'1\ltct Ill ' lldllltllll Willi tilt~ I tt~,· LJt-Jllu 

Uclb .JihJ llll< I Ill lUalllllJil toql'IJll'l ill 

,,,.. lanlltll" ·tJi t>rlt C'()nhtton· 1 lw 
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know ol 110 o thl'l w.Jy o r l<lrllllllq cJ qov 
t• tnmc:nt cx~·..,p t m ..J cnalrticm In IL ,ir>J .1 

lion~ 1 h ll t I< ul.1ily, roalit1on nm ern 

me~ts he.lp to mirror the rich diversity of 
national .hfe better than single party rule. 
Canada rs a good instance. In Austratia 
the alternative to the Labour Party ha~ 
been a Liberai·Country Party coalition. 

Union Home Ministry's Study 

In 1967 a ve1y able study was pre~ 
p~red ~~ ~he Research and Policy Plan­
nmg DIVISion of the Union Home Minis­
try entitled: "Comparative Study of 
Codlitions ... It was prepared 1n the ... on­
text of the Congress debacle in the 
fourth general elections in 1967. The 
study noted that there were then as 
many as 24 political parties recognised 
by . the Election Commission; 8 as 
nattonal or multi-state parties and 16 as 
regional parties. While the divergence 
between the votes polled and the seats 
won which the electoral system brought 
about had worked for the Congress in 
the pasl. in 1967 it went against it. If this 
trend continued, the Study observed: " it 
was clear that the greater the extent to 
which the other parties combined. 
pooled their votes and presented as few 
cand.idates against the Congress as 
poss1ble. the greater will be the loss of 
seats by the Congress in all constituen~ 
cies where it held a marginal lead over 
the parties due to the scattering of the 
votes". 

B~~ore 1967, there were only a few 
coaht1ons. There were two coalitions in 
the period 1952-57 m PEPSU and 
Andhra Pradesh and one each in Oris· 
sa (I 957 -62) and in Kerala ( 1960-64 ). 
After the 1967 general election the fi­
gure rose to 8. Coalitions were fo;med 
in Kerala, West Bengal. Orissa. Punjab. 
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar. Himachal Pradesh 
and Madhya Pradesh. 

"If well-planned coalitions ore 
formed before the elections, 
they will develop a capacity 

of lasting longer and 
becoming more effective in 
actual functioning. It will take 
a long time, not less than 25 
years to develop a two party 

}, sfnf'Y' ir 1r di..., I ,..... _, , ' 
I _,. ...,_. I I .JJ • 

1t1o European coun111es whtch 
~"He demorr()tf(" ~"''"'OlitH!IY, 

are accepted as a mo11er o f 
fact " 

A Plague on Both Your 
Houses'' 

. I am all for the concept of coali· 
lions and I have always admired the 
stable coalitions in Germany and 
elsewhere. but that is entirely diffe­
rent from trying tor a third time to 
~ive a trial to an unprincipled com­
mg together of parties with no com ­
mon ?asis whose only cementing 
force IS the hatred of Indira Gandhi 
or Rajiv Gandhi. Twice fs enough for 
me and. I imagine. for most people 
in India. 

I am aware that those who advo­
cate a coalition in Delhi after the next 
elections prefer it as a " lesser evil" to 
the present Union Cabinet. If there is 
anything I learned from Mahatma 
Gandhi, it was not to prefer a lesser 
evil because. as he pointed out, all 
evils are evil and should be rejected. 
Also. one doesn't know till later 
which is actually the lesser of the two 
evils with which one is faced. "A pla­
gue on both your houses·· is my own 
position in the present contexL 

Minoo Masanl 

The Study was optimistic that "As 
parties increasingly aim at compatibility 
1n e.n.tering into alliance. the ugly in· 
coaht1on stresses and conflicts, mainly 
due to rdeological and programmatic 
incompatibility of the partners witnes­
s~d after I ~.67, may prove to be a pas· 
stng phase . It emphasised that while 
coalitions were inevitable. they had to 
be based on programmes. "If the broad 
lines of politital evolution a::. emerging 
from the results of the fourth General 
Elections are <my auide. coalitions can­
not always be avoided. and may be­
come inev1table in certain mcumst­
ances. il the alternative to it is instability 
or ineffJcient government. However. In· 
dian t:XI)~11ence has shown that where a 
coalition was unprincipled. formed 
purely for the sake of power. it had not 
endured: on the other hand. where il 
has been made up or partJes with a 
rrogranun1 · hroadlv compatible with 
lilt'll ltlCOILli-!lt '~ 11 lla>:> lt•d l u a '>(Ullll' 
yvVt:llltl let tl. oJ:> 111 U It: cast: uf On!)::.cl. 
ilnd II' -.nnw t•)(f t•nl 1\err=~l n Iii w1· nw1 
kmk ~hl Mu::.1t111 I ea0ue and tl 1 ~ con 
truwrsrdl dllitud~s of mdiv1dual M1ms 
krsl' 

ll lt'rt' b <moth· r aspect v.il i· h th\! 



Study did not emphasise. The mem­
bers of the coalition must accept the 
coalition not as a temporary conveni­
ence to be exploited cyn1cally. but as an 
enduring understanding at least for the 
duration of the term of Parliament. 
There must be a will to work the coali­
tion earnestJy. A coalition IS doomed if 
any of its constituents seeks to 1mpose 
tls own tdentity or will on the coalition. 
The Home Mimst.ry's Study pointed out 
a feature which makes the difference 
between stable and unstable coalitions 
- the behaviour of the larger parties. 
They are known as ''the anchors of the 
coalition'', It noted: ..... In each country 
one or two parties can usually be identi­
fied as providing this anchorage. So 
confirmed has this principle of anchor­
age provided by the four parties of Italy 
- Christian Democrats, Social Demo­
crats. Liberals and Republicans - be­
come that the word quadn parllto has 
got into the pohtical vocabulary· . And 
Italy has known nothing but coalition 
rule tn the last quarter century. 

The recent experience of coalition 
rule is encouraging. At least at the State 
level since 1977 as we have seen in 
Bengal and Kerala, coalition rule has 
been durable and to a large extent suc­
cessful. The people of these two states 
seem to have accepted this arrange­
ment. In Kerala it is a case of one coali­
tion L'-" another. 

Feasibility of Coalitions 

If coalitions are viewed in their proper 
perspective not only will the fears of in­
stability be proved to be unreal. but 
even lhe apprehensions regarding the 
tntroduct1on of proponional representa­
tion w1ll be allayed The pre~cnt elector­
al system based on the winner taktng all 
in the first past the post ' system pro­
duces an anific:-v'll c;tab11ity - sometimes 
not even that - 1n which the popular 
vote b not accurately reOected in the 
seats secured by the various political 
part1es Once coalitions are accepted as 
a norm , peopl~ will not look askance at 
an ele( lora! system whtch accurately 
reflccti11q the popular vote, strt ngthens 
llw rn111't pdrty c;yst('m l ht· l' ><r..rwnrf' 
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itself is essentially a coahllon of various 
interests and forces. Even in our own 
country. for over two decades since tn· 
dependence the Indian National Con­
gress was essentially a coalition. The 
two powerful personalities in the lirst 
Cabinet, Prime Minister Pand1t Jawahar­
lal Nehru and the Deputy Prime Mtnr5-
ter, Sardar Vallabhbhal Patel. belonged 
to the same party but the1r differt p r c:i 

on outlook. approach and style v.ere 
fundamental. A political party whrch can 
accommodate personalities as different 
as Shri S.K. PatH and Shri V.K. Krishna 
Menon, till as late as 1967. is a coalition 
o f diverse elements even if it functions 
under a single flag. As a British scholar. 
Prof. Richard Rose. potnted out in his 
book, "The Problem of Party Govern­
ment". " in a sense, Britain is always 
governed by coalition; for the Conserva­
tive and Labour Parties. like any party 
with millions of voters Inevitably com­
bine politictans with contrasting points 
of view. One of the chief problems of 
party leadership is to reconcile outlooks 
of differing factions and tendencies 
within a party so that supporters can 
concentrate upon what unites rather 
than what div1des them· In his opinion. 
the distinction between the British and 
the European continental practice is 
that between Government by "a coali­
tion maintatned Wllll in one party as 
against coalition between parties". 

In his view. "coalition Government 
does not necessarily cause ministerial 
instability''. Ministerial re-shuffles pro­
duce as much change tn the personnel 
of British Government as in coalition 
governments elsewhere. Except that in 
coalition politics a Cabinet re-shufne 
can r~place a Prime f.\tni~tcr while the 
other Ministers remain tn place where­
as in Britain the Pnmc Mtntster rematns 
in place and other Ministers are 
changed. 

Instability can be prevented by a sim· 
pie reform which is destrable on its own 
merits. It is the construcllvt votL of 
confidence as in \Vc~l Germany 
whereby th• t•Xt,.l tniJ Mtnt ... tr• 1 ' " ""' ' ht 
tor t l•·cJ b..,. •I rn1 ,,. tllnl tnn " ' tl•l 
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Government and restore the import­
ance of the Cabinet A coalition govern­
ment can lead to a more effective har­
monrsation of diverse tnterests and pre­
vent acute conflicts whether between 
the vanous elements within the States 
or between the Union and the States. 
The communal situation in Punjab 
when the Akalis and the Jan Sangh 
formed a coalition in the sixt1es and 
when the Akali Party was a member of 
the Janata Party Government was far 
better than 1t was otherwise. This is not 
to deny some inherent weaknesses of 
coalitions. These stem more from the 
weaknesses of the political parties 
themselves than from the fact of power­
sharing in a coalition. If the members of 
a coalition resort to unprincipled horse 
trading or partisan interference tn admi· 
nistration or resort to demagogy the 
coalition would certainly become an 
arena of conOict. It is clear that in such a 
Sttualton, there simply was no political 
basis for a coalition in the first place. A 
veteran administrator, Shri LP. Singh 
has opined that "a coalition Govern­
ment, if it is to be formed would not be 
a calamtty: it might in fact serve the 
country s w1der interests better at this 
juncture' . Shri LP. Singh has put his 
finger on lhe heart of the matter. 

The necessitv to form a coalitton 
does not altogether exclude an element 
of free choice. But here I would like to 
make a distinction between coalition 
politics and coalition rule. In regard to 
the former all political parties and 
groups in the opposition irrespective of 
ideological differences should work 
together to expose the lapses of the rul­
ing party. However, broad agreement 
on basic issues is necessary among the 
parties to m ake a coahtron government 
cred1ble and elfecttve. To be successful, 
coalitions must be formed 1n a sp1nt of 
Willing coupt ration and with a deter­
mtnatton to make a success of them. 
The duty to make them succt!ed is as 
clear as the duty to forge coalitions on 
the basis of agreed programmes. The 
dht:: rnallvL to the stngle pan} nattonal 
dlternatM: '~ a coalition of ltke-minded 
I' lilt • .... 
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. The Masani Viewpoint 

The Crimes of Stalin 

It does my heart good to read the 
news trickling out of Moscow these 
days to the world press and the Indi­
an press. It is good to live long 
enough to see the truth as you told it 
in the 30's vindicated in the 80's. The 
recitation of Stalin's crimes. obvious­
ly with the approval of Mr. Gor­
bachev, takes many forms and cov­
ers many events. 

Boris Pasternak 
When Boris Pasternak was alive 

and till he died, he was cruelly perse­
cuted by the Kremlin. When his book 
Dr. ZhivagQ was awarded the Nobel 
Prize. he was prevented from going 
to Sweden to receive it and the book 
was banned. But we are told now the 
prize winning novel was legally pub­
lished in Moscow on 14th December 
1987. Commenting on this develop­
ment, the well-known poet Evgeny 
Yevtushenko has recently written: 
"Now we are atoning for our guilt be­
fore Pasternak, and it must not be 
partial atonement but full atone­
ment". He has demanded that the 
Soviet Union must acknowledge the 
Nobel Prize awarded to Pasternak 
which Pasternak himself refused to 
accept during his life time as he was 
left with a false choice: "Either the 
Nobel Prize or his t'\otherland". 

Nikolai Bukharin 

Another person who has been be~ 
latedly, rehabilitated is Nikolai 
Bukharin, Stalin's main opponent 
through the thirties. Now Pravda 
(which means 'truU1'), which once 
condemned him as a fascist spy and 
gloated over his execution, reports 
on the recent investigations by lhe 
Soviet Supreme Court (whic-h had 
convicted Bul,harin) showinq that 
lft~ !JUUI I lid II ltuu UCt;ll IUI\Uit ll 
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against themselves and other peo 
pie''. 

Boris Pasternak 

Kirov 
Stalin murdered a large number of 

people in 1934, accusing them of 
the death of Kirov, the party leader in 
Lentngrad whose popularity surpas­
sed Stalin's and who had become a 
threat to him. I remember hazarding 
a guess in 1935 that it was Stalin 
who had murdered Kirov and then 
murdered a large number of inno­
cent people on the charge of assas­
sinating Kirov! Now. in February 
1988, comes a Soviet documentary 
which broadly hints that it was Stalin 
who murdered Kirov and not those 
who had been falsely charged with 
the crime. 

A Play in .Moscow 

The most amusing of all is howev­
er a play shown In Moscow named 
'Onward. Ever Onward' by the 
veteran dramatist Mikhail Shatrov. In 
one of the scenes Leon Trotsky ac­
cuses Stahn of having him murdered 
In Mex1co Says 1 'nlskv s tJho"' to 
~Will I$ gl tU!:>l t lllJ I<JIII'd me Wllh 

OUt t!VCII Jll oJf) f)l'r\1 dl ll t' uf d lJ 1<.11' 
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wttert: ~lall11 111t!eh L "''"il onu Lentn 
turns h1s b<1d\ un ltirn, whkh is rKit 
surprising ronsu.krinq how brutJII\. 
h{' treated Lf'ntn and h1s wtle Krups-

kaya during the latter's last year of 
life when he lay paralyzed in bed, un­
able to destroy the monster he had 
created. During that intervi~w Stalin 
asks Lenin; "You surely don't deny 
my Communist convictions?" Lenin 
replies: " I mosl certainly do". 

Stalin's death was as morbid as 
that of a Mafia chief. When in 1952 
his health failed. his physician Dr. 
Vinogradov recommended that he 
should take rest and desist from 
public activity. Recalling how he him­
self had isolated Lenin under tJ1e 
pretext of concern for his health, Sta­
lin's guilty conscience now made 
him feel that Dr. Vinogradov was 
doing to him what he had done to 
Lenin. So he got Dr. Vinogradov and 
other doctors arrested and tortured 
to confess that there was a doctors' 
plot to bump him off. StaJin died but 
the doctors survived and were In due 
course rehabiliated. 

Indian Friends of Stalin 
One rejoices that in Gorbachev's 

Russia part of the truth is at last 
being told. But what about those 
contemptible people in India who 
glorified Stalin and maligned his vic­
tims? Jawaharlal Nehru who was 
among them has now passed away. 
But there are people in the two com­
munist parties who are still alive and 
who can, it they are decent enough, 
confess their own errors and lies. 
Accusing me of forgery and lies does 
not really mi:ltter. but dt.:cusing 
Bukharin. Zinoviev. Marshal 
T ukachevasky and others of being 
fascist agents is a crime of which 
they have yet to absolve ther'lselves 
M• l .M.S Natnboodinpa<.l was 
<lll i<IIHJ l1111'ot Willi !>ll<.lt t!d Ill \lt• l l Itt 

dl tltdl ti t II<.: A:. rc\.eJ1tlv .)-;, h\1\. ul :;,II\ 
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Tamas 

I watched on Doordarshan the se­
rial Tama~. the controversial film 
which has been the subject of litiga­
tion I found the film rather pedes­
trian and not a patch on Garam 
Hava. an earlier film which dealt with 
the same theme of the evils that 
accompanied the unnecessary parti­
tion of India In 194 7. But then. if 
pedestrian films are to be banned. 
few of the inane serials on Doordar­
shan will survive! 

The message of the film is loud 
and clear - that communal violence 
is a disgusting phenomenon which 
must be eschewed. Decent citizens 
will therefore rejoice that two judges 
of the Bombay High Court arrived at 
a decision that there is nothing in the 
film agamst the publtc •nterest which 
should stop the film from being exhi­
bited. They observed that 1t Is absurd 
to suggest that the films would lead 
to communal riots and violence. The 
judges also found that far. from 
being biased against any particular 
communtty. the film was equally 
aimed at extremism on both sides. I 
will vouch for this after seemg all the 
instalments of the film. As the judges 
nghtly observed· " it is an anatomy of 
the tragic penod of parl.lt1on ... 

While Just1ce Lentin and Justice 
Sujata Manohar deserve to be con­
gratulated on their enlightened 
judgemenL I myself am particularly 
happy because I do not believe in 
censorship of any kind. George Ber­
nard Shaw said all that is to be said 
on the subJeCt when he denounced 
censorsh1p of all kinds and pointed 
out that once we start bann~ng works 
of literature or art, we shall not know 
where to stop 

"You Cannot Nationalise 
a"Human Bein " 
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could nol do for the Government 
what he had done for T alas. f.\r. 
Moolgaokar's reply was lhat Govern­
ment could never give the en­
couragement and freedom of action 
that T atas had given him. He thF·n 
delivered himself of a memorable re­
mark of which Milton Friedman 
could well be proud: "Madam you 
can nationalise a machine but you 
cannot nationalise a human being," 

I was reminded of this when I had 
occasion recently to see another side 
of Telco's activities at Pimpn near 
Poona. Instead of yielding to the 
usual trade union demand that the 
Company should employ em· 
ployees' children and dependents, 
which would result 1n an unproduc­
tive labour force. Telco have encour­
aged the formation of co-operative 
societies for men and women de­
pendants of Telco employees which 
provide them with productive em ­
ployment and an income. 

I saw a women's co-operative 
society which employs 186 em· 
ployees' dependents to whom the 
company supply wooden scrap -
small pieces of wood left after mak· 
ing seats for truck drivers. From the 
scrap lhe co-operative society 
makes wood packing cases too. 
which the Company buys from the 
co-operative at a commercial pncc 
on a competitive basis. A worker in 
this society makt!~ around Rs 800 a 
month and the turnover of the co 
operative rs Rs. 45 lakhs 

Similarly. women dependents of 
employees whether w1fe. wrdowcd 
mother or daughter make in the co­
operative. files. masalas and electro­
nic parts for trucks wh1ch agam are 
bought by Telco at a commercial 
price. So these act1v1ties are ht-te~...h 
and it 1c; a pleasurP to wal<'h them 
Mrs. Prabhd Kale: r lHI!> tlw- l o 
(lper YIIIVf' <tnrl h••r " rnrv r ntrd• ,, ,,. 
h•t>l til 11 <-.h'' • uuld m.rkl' a ljn11d ,ulr 
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per day and. oh! boy. do they smell 
good! These women make around 
Rs. 600 a month. 

The moral of all this excellent work 
is that genuine concern is shown not 
by creating jobs as the government 
does for clerks who are unemployed 
most of the time or by keeping alive 
'sick mills' which should be allowed 
to die a natural death as in commun­
ist Yugoslavia but by the TELCO 
way. 

All honour to Mr. Sumant Moot· 
gaokar. Mr. Mehrunkar, the Deputy 
General Manager in charge of Hu­
man Resources and their colleagues. 

Rama Swarup 

1 recently paid a visit to Delhi after 
a long time to attend a seminar. I 
naturally took the opportunity to go 
and see my old acquaintance. Rama 
Swarup, who is under trial for over 
two years already. on a charge of 
violating the OHicial Secrets AcL The 
Delhi High Court released him on 
bail but the Supreme Court in their 
wisdom overruled the High Court 
and placed him in house custody in 
his own home and only allowed visi­
tors to call on him provided a police 
official was present at the conversa­
tion. 

1 had an interesting chat with my 
old acquaintance. with the police­
man listenmg 1n. I was sorry to learn 
from Rama Swarup that his case was 
proceeding slowly and that probably 
another year would pass before he 
was acquitted. I was also sad to learn 
from him that his friends and rela­
tions in Delh1 do not visit him 
although permitted by the Supreme 
Court Why) They are frightened. But 
tr1ghtcned of what? I asked one or 
twn of them hut they could not give 
m<· n convmcu1'J reply lc dll only say 
•t• .t t l " ' •, tun" ~ ~f h •ft •"'' in 
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The Theory of Development and the Future 

Amlan Datta 

Conventional theories of development cannot show the way to that deeper transformation of society 
which we need today. The theory of development has to be connected to a wider philosophy of 

socie1y. 

In our country and in many other 
countries of the Third World, the State 
is assuming a big role in the area of 
economic development The role is not 
just restricted to the drawing up of pro­
jects; In many major areas of business 
and industry, government undertakings 
have been established. Stale control of 
private enterprise is also present on an 
extensive scale. 

Industry and Agriculture 

It can often be seen in these coun· 
tries that the extent to which the state 
pays heed to the planning and imple­
mentation of industrial projects is much 
less evident in agriculture and rural de­
velopment. Heavy industries are given 
particular importance by the state. 
There are a number of reasons for this. 
To start with. there is a special rela­
tionship between heavy industries and 
defence. Apart from that. il is difficult for 
the central government to look after a 
number of small enterprises whereas it 
is relatively easy to supervise a limited 
number of larger ones. In the develop­
ing countries, due to poverty, the de­
mand for commodities is insuffictent. 
The demand of the internal market is 
limited and entry into foreign markets ts 
not easy. In such a situation the easy 
way out is to decide to produce, as far 
as possible within the country. those 
goods which had to be imported till 
now. These goods are sometimes pro­
duced by large and heavy mdustri4:!::.. It 
hils b~en argued that machtne indus­
tnes should bt• given p11011ty 111 n1 dtJ tu 
rnake 1111 hac;p lot dt:vf'IOPITI~>nl "trun • 
II • I 
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upon the import of foodgrains during 
normal seasons the want for food has 
not been removed. There is still a shor­
tage of agricultural products like oil. 
pulses and sugar. The scarcity of fish 
and milk is also marked. This means, 
there is as much need for diversification 
of production in agriculture as in indus­
try 

Systems Not Mutually Contradictory 

All this is generally acceptable. The 
moot point is the governmental control 
system. How much can reasonably be 
left in the hands of the market is in itself 
a major question. The issue has gained 
importance due to the fact that even in 
countries where the policy of depend­
ing upon the market was not recog­
nized. there can be seen a tendency to­
wards it. In the economies of coun.tries 
such as China and East Europe. the 
tendency is becoming clear. Actually, a 

In this, the third and concluding instal­
ment of the Ashok Kumar Sarkar Lec­
tures, Prof Amala Dutta draws attention 
to the need for paying much greater 
attention to the diversification of produc­
tion in agriculture. Argutng for a restora­
tion of the concept of village Swarcy Prof. 
Dutt advocates the f01 mauon of Village 
Commtttees to monitor developmental 
activities in the rural areas. 

He points out the close relationship 
bet-.veen the army organ1sation and the 
tndustnal revolul1or• on the one hand and 
the bureaucracy and corruption on the 
other 
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new truth is being gradually revealed 
through experience. This new truth is 
that things which appeared as contra­
dictory in the face of argument. like 
planning and the market system, coop­
eratives and the family farm, are in fact 
not· so contradictory and that a com­
bination of them is possible and re­
quired. 

It is not difficult to demonstrate in 
theory that the choice of the market de­
parts very often from the social good. 
The government represents the people. 
at least it is supposed to do so in a 
democratic system. The businessman 
seeks his own interest, the government 
acts in the interest of the common peo­
ple. Looked at it this way, government 
control is good under any situation. 
Due to several reasons the debate can­
not be resolved this way. Adam Smith 
demonstrated that when we act out of 
our own interests, it cannot be pre­
sumed that we necessarily act contrary 
to the interests of society. The peasant 
cultivates for his own interest, and sells 
vegetables anti eggs in the market He 
does thts defin1tely out of personal in­
terest, but by this. the interests of socie­
ty are also served. Thus Smith's infer­
enu:: wa:. that if lhe structure ot the 
market does not lean too far towards 
monopoly, if the government does its 
duty in certain matters. then harmony 
between the men o f commerce and 
so<:1etv can generallv br ... ,pect~d. 

Agam. JU:.t becau:.e the government 
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There will be trouble if one is driven by 
pure theory in these matters. 

We can see in front of our eyes the 
problem Which has come to stay in real­
ity. As means of governmental control 
there have appeared licences, permits, 
etc. At each step we have to get clear­
ances and permits from the bureaucra­
cy. Thus. work is hindered at every step, 
and it has become customary that time 
is wasted, and then bribes offered for 
every job to be done. Disrupting work 
has become lucrative. This is going on 
at every level. We are familiar with the 
spectre of corruption in our country. 
This is not absent in other countries as 
well. 

Keynes Only Partly Right 

In such a situation there are argu­
ments in favour of reducing the com­
plexities of government control. The 
market is unfeeling, but so is the 
bureaucracy. It is no use blaming the 
bureaucrat in particular. This does hap­
pen if central control is too compli­
cated. It is not surprising that in many 
countries, even in socialistic systems, 
there has been a return to dependence 
upon the market. Nevertheless. this re­
turn cannot be unconditional. All hu­
man needs cannot be satisfied 
together. Among the many competing 
necessities in society. to decide which 
has to be given what degree of priority, 
there have to be some conclusions 
drawn and planning done by the state. 
The public and private industrial orga­
nizations must function within that 
framework. We have left behind the age 
in which there was an almost unques­
tioned reliance upon the market in the 
mainstream of economic thoughl The 
basis of the old assurance has been 
weakened by the influence of Keynes's 
thought. He had warned everybody in a 
memorable way that there is a danger 
in leaving the whole of the country's 
capital investments to the market. But 
we are no longer in such a position. 
l'<eynes's anxiety was there regarding 
the total amount of capital invested. not 
regarding its distribution fhe problem 
in reality does not cmKeJ n this only 
li1U t.. ull. lll •lll t >J ir ll:.l f.llulJ iUin oVIIILI 
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t>quilil.mum i.., une such problem cofl-

fronting the whole world including the 
sub-continent Developed areas be­
come even more developed: the gulf 
with the undeveloped regions continues 
to widen. A city becomes a metropolis. 
It grows, drawing sustenance from its 
environs. The market structure cannot 
prevent this tendency. It is necessary to 
check this through an alert internal poli­
cy. Accordingly, plans and decisions 
have to be made and put to use. Other­
wise we will become trapped in a vi­
cious circle which the market cannot 
break. 

The Calcutta urban agglomeration is 
a clear example of such a vicious circle. 
There is no end to problems in this 
overexpanded metropolis. Projects of 
thousands of millions of rupees are 
being thought of in order to save the 
city, to make its transport, housing and 
water supply tolerable. for the improve­
ment of its environmenl When the vii-

There is need for planned 
decentralisation. A local 

market and a small town in 
the midst of a few villages: a 

medium-sized city at the 
heart of a few towns- thus 
according to a plan the 
hierarchy of villages and 

towns and their development 
is possible 

!ages of the whole of Bengal do not 
have minimum facilities for education. 
health and food, whether this amount of 
money should be lavished upon Calcut­
ta and whether Calcutta's problems will 
at all be solved, is a matter for consid· 
eration. With the situation in Calcutta 
becoming a bit more tolerable. rnany 
rnoH' peopl,. from the t1t:.'tC1hl'lounnq 
['(JUt uteas Will bP allrac IPa ll•Wal(b tJw 
Lily a:> t1 lt:!>LIII ul wtud l c~ ll ti lt> l'l< ltrl 
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functions ascribed to it, a huge amount 
of money has to be spent. keeping the 
rest of Bengal starved. If that is possible, 
if Calcutta is made fit for use, then a 
swarm of people would probably spill 
over into this place and the roads will 
again become too congested for use. 

There is only one way to get out of 
this dilemma. Calcutta is West Bengal's 
main business centre, the only port of 
Eastern India, the capital of the State 
and the centre for administration. and 
the largest educational centre in East­
ern India. The result of this converg­
ence has neither been good, nor is it 
necessary. It is the good fortune of 
Pakistan that Lahore, Karachi and Isla­
mabad did not have to be lumped 
together. New York is the business cen­
tre, Washington the capital, while the 
centre for education lies in another 
state. The secretariat and the educa­
tional centres could be elsewhere in 
West Bengal. This way Calcutta, and 
with it West Bengal, can regain some of 
its balance. This is not possible without 
clear policy-making. Some inconveni­
ences might appear in the accustomed 
pattern of life of the new middle classes. 
But this is the right path for the future of 
West Bengal. 

Calcutta is just an example. On the 
whole, there is need for planned decen­
tralization. A local market and a small 
town in the midst of a few villages: a 
medium sized city at the heart of a few 
small towns- thus, according to a plan 
the hierarchy of villages and towns and 
their development is possible. Roads, 
health and educational centres should 
be arranged this way. This is the path to 
natural transformation. Bul due to va­
rious reasons there is a deviation from 
this path. Once deviated. it Js very diffi­
cult to return to il That is why a planned 



effort is required. 

Village Committees 
Associated with decentralization is 

the question of ownership. Ownership 
or proprietorship 1n practice denotes a 
particular kind of cluster of rights. In 
capitalism such nghts are centred in the 
hands of the capitalist groups. and 1n 

statism, in the hands of the state. Rabin­
dranath Tagore had shown the differ­
ence between socialism and statism or 
etatism. We are not so careful in our 
use of words. There remains an ambi­
guity here. Even if we say that all au­
thority is vested in society. it is not clear 
how those rights are being Im­
plemented in reality. Some of the sys­
tems known as socialism are actually 
diHerent forms of statism. resulting in 
overcentrallzation. The picture of a de­
centralized social system is differenL 
There. the claims associated with prop­
netorship are not centralized anywhere, 
but arranged in different layers in diffe­
rent orders of society connected to 
duties and responsibilities. Gandhi had 
said planning should start from the vil­
lage. In a country like ours many tasks 
become simplified if the villages can be 
organized. otherwise most efforts be­
come fruitless. Let us take up for exam­
ple, education for the masses. Till now 
our success in the spread of public 
education is not encouraging. It would 
be better to employ a committee made 
up of one or more villages in the work. 
Otherwise it would be difficult to do 
away with mismanagement and fraud. 
Who will see to it whether the money 
allotted for adult education is being 
spent for that purpose: whether the 
teacher as doing his or her work regular­
ly, what difficulties the students face? 
These things cannot be done properly 
by officers and supervisors. Funds are 
misused and failures obscured by false 
reports. 

I have already discussed the import­
ance of population control. Here too. we 
havt!n't been able to show sufficknl 
succes Women s educataon has not vet 
h<>cn e"<tended in tlw, rountry. especial 
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A strong argument in favour 
of the redistribution of land is 

that, by this. the base of 
democracy will be 

strengthened in rural society. 
But the party system often 

acts contrary to the ideas of 
village swaraj. Political 

parties become the 
instruments of centralization 

of power. Jayaprakash 
Narayan and Vlnobo Shove 
have voiced their warnings 

over this. 

tees have to be considered. In the rural 
areas where everyone knows everyone 
else. work progresses easily if the village 
committees are taken into confidence. 
Along with health and education. it is 
desirable to reach essential foodstuffs 
cheaply or at reasonable prices to the 
poorest of the villages. One fault of the 
market is that it is not possible to meet 
the most urgent needs of those who do 
not have the purchasing power. Without 
the means to feed the poorest of the 
village, it will not be possible to arrange 
for their education. India has fallen be­
hind in this regard in comparison with 
China and Sri Lanka. Sri lanka has the 
advantage of being a small country. It is 
relatively easy for the administration 
there to set up a national service system 
tn the villages. China's organizational 
powers have come to the help o f such 
tasks. In India. orgamzed village com­
mittees are required 

But the work ts not easy. There are of 
course. not many left to shed tears over 
the abolition of the zamindari system. A 
strong argument in favour of the redis­
tribution of land is that, by this. the base 
of democracy will be strengthened in 
rural society. But the party ~ystem often 
ad!> contrary to thn ideas of vtllagc 
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basic facts, some words of warning, 
have to be remembered. 

Markets or Cooperatives? 

The pressure of population on land is 
excessive in this country. After fixing a 
reasonable upper limit for agricultural 
land per familly. if the surplus is divided 
amongst the landless. then the amount 
of land coming into the hands of the 
landless families is not enough for their 
subsistence. That is. even after getting 
hold of some land. they have to culti­
vate other people"s fields or search for 
other kinds of work. In such a situation 
it becomes difficult for them to retain 
their land. The problem will not be 
solved by turning all land into collective 
farms. The population pressure will still 
remain inside the farms. There is no 
firm basis for the belief that crop pro­
duction will rise remarkably due to this 
change. In the last thirty years the pro­
duction of crops in both India and Chi­
na have grown approximately at the 
same rate. The record of the Soviet Un­
ion is also unsatisfactory in this regard. 

There are some good arguments in 
favour of cooperatives, but good agri­
cultural work is not possible in large 
communes. China's experience is en­
lightening in this context The com· 
mune system was introduced there In 
1958. After experimenting for some 
time the system has been rejected. 
Communes are still there, but the com­
mune is not suited to such work. Cul­
tivation is best done by families or re­
latively small cooperatives. Bigger orga­
nizations and communes can be en­
trusted wtth the responsibilities of in­
tegration. coordination. and the task of 
investing large capital. China's agrarian 
system has broken out of the centraliza­
tion of btg farms. The role of markets •s 
also increasing there Actually both the 
market and the cooperatives are neces­
sary. Different cooperatives are required 
for various kinds of activities and re­
sponsibilities. In the rural economy an 
important rote for family enterprise IS 

t:!>!lt:nlt<11 AILt:r 1980 there was a re­
marl\abl<: growth of cultivation done by 
larntht•o; " ' (J una There t!; a de bat,. rc 
" .. " ' If ' I , 4 I ' I I"""''" () fJ, 
, "' , "•lttri• • h 11'"' ' 'rv• ' lh'-'ir • , ... 11 

IPc t<;tons 111 thr:•;t.: rn.Jih:rs wtth expNi 
' ' , I ,,, II . ·I" !Ill .il It,! lit II' 

1 1n1 <· upnn .1 tmH' tn<::r" \\ .... tJ bd 
111111 , l1 •lwt" " .1q11r ultur~ '" ,tf nlh~t 
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country is the size and variety of the 
different occupational castes. That 
equilibrium broke down one day. The 
problem was aggravated by the rise in 
population. 

Modern technology in this context 
cannot be neglected. but neither can it 
be accepted indiscriminately. Here the 
issues o f decentralization and industra­
hzation come in. A large section of the 
people employed in agriculture have to 
be brought out of it into rural industries 
or outside the village for some produc­
tive work, otherwise the economic 
problem of the village cannot be re­
moved. What was just referred to as ru­
ral industry does not necessarily have to 
be situated within the village itself. It can 
be situated in the small town which lies 
at the centre of a few villages. Just as a 
change is called for in credit policy and 
in the method of bankjng for decentral­
ized industrialization. so is there the ne­
cessity for the reflection of the new 
objectives in the organization of re­
search and the choice o f its problems. 
Each area of planning might incorpq­
rate a small town along with some vil­
lages and markets. By joining small cir­
cles with a greater one we can progress 
towards a national economy. 

An indication of such an outline for 
soc1al and economic activities was 
there in Gandhi's thinking and his writ­
ings. Both Gandhi and Rabindranath 
visualized the organization o f their ideal 
society for the country, taking into 
account the village as the starting point. 
They drew an ouUine for education 
based on this. This is the way out of the 
hiatus between the new middle class 
and the rest of the count!)'. But they did 
not mean to be restricted within the 
confines of the v1llage. Rabindranath 
wrote: "One thing has to be empha­
sized. When I wish the villages of our 
country to come alive, I never wish rus­
ticity to return. Rusticity is the kind of 
notion, sense, belief and action which is 
severed from that which lies outside the 
limits or the village ... the role of learning 
and intellect in the present day is world-· 
wide .. the life that has to be brought 
into the village. its elements are not tri­
vial and narrow. it is that by which the 
n<1ture of man IS nut sl U11tcd o1 
ub::;<..urt.!d uy dall~ rtet.!> m <~rly rcspet t. 
(P.JIII[Jt.Jhirlrl 

It is a nust.ake to neglect sc1ence and 
modern technology. However. the ap­
pli<.atil111 of lmowleJge and sc1ence are 

desirable in harmony with the form and 
order of society we aim at. Rabindra­
nath wanted a communion with the 
world. So did GandhijL They did not see 
any conflict between this and the idea of 
village organization. The root and soil of 
fellow-feeling and neighbourliness lies 
in the village, excluding which there can 
be no solution to the world's problerns. 

Here the question of a philosophy of 
life comes in; at the base of modern 
economics is utilitarianism. Many critic­
isms have been levelled against it. 
Perhaps the main weakness of utilitar­
ianism is that it looks at happiness in an 
atomized way. Thereby the competition 
for happiness between jndividuals gains 
primacy, the complementarity of joy 
amongst human beings is not acknow­
ledge so much. Ultimately the integrity 
of society is endangered by this. Thus 
we are not surprised when we see a 
leading thinker like John Stuart Mill 
having set out with a vision of utilitarian­
ism, did not feel at ease within the limits 
of the doctrine. The hedonist philoso­
phy of life we have discussed before, its 
philosophical and practical ground lies 
in utilitarianism. There is indeed a 
sphere wl]~re happioess assumes such 
a fragmented and self centered form. 
This cannot be denied altogether. But 
accepting this as the final truth. there is 
no way to reach the solution to the 
problems of the present age. 

It is difficult to give a clear indication 
as to how the noble aspects of the indi­
vidual's consciousness and society can 
be awakened. Man learns a good deal 
gradually through crises. Environmen­
tal pollution teaches us the need for 
new eerspectives towards nature and 
the environrnenL Accumulated frustra­
tions of competitive society point to­
wards communitarian organization. 
The monstrosity of warfare repeatedly 
reminds us of the necessity for an inter­
national peace organization. Again, the 
failure of organizations leaves behind 
the lesson that organization is not the 
last word. Consciousness has its own 
role too, something which has no orga­
nizational alternative. What is required is 
a healthy sphere o f new consciousness 
and organization. It neither begins nor 
ends wHh anv continqencv II is not ~"'""" 
to break tht> c-h;,ins or <l I )I iOII not ion<; 
~1111 , exrerimentation In new threC'IIons 
ha~ '\t 11t••d 

A new vision of society is hovering 
like a dream in the minds o f Idealists. 
The 1de-af IS not jUSl a figment or lnJ-

agination without substance. It is as if 
the idea is taking form and peeping into 
the stage or histOI)', then departing. In 
the present day on the basis of this, an 
epoch making notion has taken shape 
regarding the organization of the army. 
Militarism and bureaucracy are the two 
pillars of today's society marked by ine­
quality. We have to remember that 
there is close relationship between 
army organization and the industrial re­
volution. Today's milital)' system has 
been built around heavy industries and 
modern transportation. 

Just as a change is called for 
In credit policy and In the 

method of banking for 
decentralized industralization, 

so is there the necessity for 
the reflection of the new 

objectives in the organisation 
of research and the choice of 

its problems. 

The Army and the Bureaucracy 
During the period of the French Re· 

volution there was not such a big differ­
ence between the army and the com­
mon people. During the last part of the 
19th century, in the age of Bismarck the 
gulf between the two became enor­
mous. Engels noticed this during the 
latter part of his life. The trend has prog­
ressed much further after that. Keeping 
pace with it. the other pillar of overcen­
tralized society, the bureaucracy, has 
grown. This is indeed the state today in 
capitalism and also in socialism. In ev­
e!)' country recognized as a big power, 
modern army orqanization and heavy 
It'd' •• \r;r. ... ·• • .::• ._ ... r tr, h' J .~ ~l~ty .Jnd 
econorntc rtvnnlng all these are re­
l~ted to t!ach otlwr. Marx t:.aw society a!> 
JiviJ•·d •nt l\', -.. .... I.J!>!>C!., tlK propertJed 
and the rropertiless. He saw an uncom ­
promising conflict between the two. 
The propertied will fight to th~? last lo 

~''•·~1om ftrst JJ 



protect their property for all their in­
terests lie therein. But in today's reality, 
other dimensions have been added, 
and no calculation can come out true 
without these. Capitalism is not the way 
out, this is true. But that is not enough. 
The new class does not need the prop 
of the conventional system of property. 
They are not obliged to fight to death 
for this system. In the meantime, an 
alternative basis for their privileges has 
been created. In today·s society the new 
middle class has come back and has 
found stability around the two interre­
lated props of society, the bureaucracy 
and the army. 

In order to destroy this we have to 
destroy the organization of the 
bureaucracy as well as the army. Mao, 
the Chinese leader, had taken a step 
towards a new organization. Marx·s pro­
letariat had been the child of the indust­
rial revolution; a part of the advanced 
urban civilization. Under the leadership 
of Mao. China's revolutionary army be­
came the comrade of the peasant, in­
separable from the village. Thereafter, 
the idea spread across countries. Even 
during the war of liberation in Bang-

• 

ladesh, this new idealism had reached 
at least a few. 

The path China has taken today has 
deviated much from that which Mao 
took. The army and the bureaucracy 
are sitting pretty in Bangladesh. Revolu­
tionaries in Bangladesh are again think­
ing in terms of an armed mass uprising, 
perhaps also in China and other coun­
tries. But to foment a mass uprising is 
not the main thing, the problem lies in 
the fact that the edifice of inequality 
grows repeatedly out of the ruins. 

Need for New Thinking 
Who will show the way towards a 

stable embodiment of the new ideal­
ism? lc has little in common with 
nationalism. It cannot be reconciled 
with the hunger for power. Reliable 
leadership cannot be expected from any 
big power. Maybe some small country 
will show the way. And for its reception 
the field will be prepared slowly in the 
hearts of people all over the world. The 
path leads to organized non-violence. 
Or else. we have to accept organized 
inequality. The future swings between 
these two alternatives. Is non-violence 
possible? Can inequality be tolerated? 

The queston is - which way are we 
going? In today"s consciousness ine­
quality is gradually becoming intoler­
able. If this cannot be checked, the end 
lies in the suicide of man. There is no 
dearth of its indications in present day 
society. 

Conventional theories of develop­
ment cannot show the way to that deep­
er transformation of society which we 
need today. Military spending cannot be 
reduced merely on the strength of the 
argument that there is widespread 
poverty on one face of the earth while 
on the other, the lion·s share of the na­
tion's income is being spent on armed 
resources. With this, is necessary a new 
foresight and imagination for a new fu­
ture, as also determination and unified 
effort. 

In conclusion, the theory of develop­
ment has to be connected to a wider 
philosophy of society. We are indebted 
to the thinkers of the 18th and I 9th 
centuries. But our responsibilities lie to­
ward the future. This future has sum­
moned mankind towards the path of 
new thinking. 

Translated by Mr. Sudipta Sen. • 
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THE RURAL PERSPECTIVE 
Droughts ~eed ~ot Lead to 
Scarcity Bhanu Pratap Singh 

Those who are never tired of narrating the success story of Indian agriculture have failed even to take 
note of the fact that agriculturists who had brought about the Green Revolution ore poorer today In 
terms of purchasing power than they were 15 years ago. The great beneficiaries of the so-called 

socialist dispensation in India have been the administrative. defence and other seNices who 
produce no tangible products. 

Can droughts be managed? The rep­
ly to this question is both "No" and 
''Yes··. The "No" is in respect of the cur­
rent drought, which is bound to lead to 
widespread suffering, if it really turns 
out to be the worst drought of the cen­
tury. The "Yes" is in respect of future 
droughts, if proper policy decisions are 
taken now. Emergency relief measures, 
like fire-fighting operations. stop the fire 
after some damage but do not ensure 
future safety, which requires advance 
precautions. 

Mr. Rajiv Gandhi claimed in his Inde­
pendence Day speech last year that 
food production had increased three 
times, and that in spite of the drought. 
the country will pull through without 
having to import foodgrains. Neither 
the foodgrain production increased 
three times, nor is the country likely to 
pull through without having to import. 

Contrary to what the Prime .~inister 
staled the increase is less than two and 
half times and almost all of it 11eUtral­
ized by population growth. It falls short 
of the I 80 kgms regarded as the mini­
mum for adequate nutrition. At the cur­
rent rate of progress of foodgrain pro­
duction the ideal of adequate nutrition 
will be reached only by 201 0! 

Though its too early to predict the 
foodgrain production lor 1987-88. we 
are likely to run short by about 2 million 
tons. It would. however. be most impru 
dent to allow qovernmenl stockc; to r1 1n 

dowlltO zt?ro, and depend on the lnsn ,,. 
ity ur tlte people to dbsorb the shortaqe 
of ?rn tnn~ '\c: c;onn b !hr. <1\lV .. flol lo'll' 

sto<"k:. are below !:>m.tons. there would 
be d tremendous rush lor hoarding or 
foodgrmns. and lh'1" pO<>r Will 01..' fr> 

duced to starvation. The government 

machinery, corrupt as it is, will not be 
able to prevent hoarding in the light of 
the precarious foodgrains situation. The 
government should not stand on pre­
stige, if it wants to prevent starvation 
deaths in the country. If large-scale 
hoarding and acute shortages affecting 
the vulnerable sections of society are to 
be prevented, government stocks, at no 
point of time, should be allowed to fall 
below 5m.tons, even if it means having 
to import foodgrains. 

Declining Growth Rate 

Why has such a serious sttuation 
been allowed to develop? Government 
spokesman will certainly blame the rain 
god for his truancy, but the production 
figures since 1970-71 tell a different 
story. These tell us: (i) that except for 
the freak performance in 1983-84. 
which produced all round complacen­
cy, production in none of the years of 
the Vlth and Vllth plans were equal to 
the target set for the year, and (ii) lhat as 
compared to the annual growh rate of 
2.48%, foodgrain production during the 
period 1970-71 and 78-79. declined to 
1.66% while population has been in­
creasing at lhe rate of over 2% per 
annum. These were clear enough sig­
nals or the impending danger, but every 
one in the Government of India was too 
busy cooking statistical lies, and coin­
ing express1ons ~uch as the "high rcs11i 
~nee of Indian agnn1lture" to heed 
th. '" ... i.,rr"l '" . F • , a· • •!, 1 

hi1d ho?(>fl 111amrnq tht n lt )1) ... ()1\11 r~lll 

lhcc,e were nnly l'll l Ls::.e:.. for th<:: 
lr, •II!] I•! OJ 1~ I • Jl Jill t: •!:! ,) , l.s ... l tv,._, 

\l~:tlr~. whilt! lh•s yetu ll ts an almost dll 
lntha phenomenon Pa1adoxKally whil•· 
1n I :J85·86 wr: ~A>t:l~ ollicially rnfortnl:! 1 
ul lht~ faslure ol the monsoon we IMd c.1 

record production of rice, a crop that 
needs enormous water! 

Comparative figures ol agricultural 
production indicate that our productiv­
ity per hectare is only 66. I 7% of that 
rest of the world { 1985-86) in spite of 
lhe tall claims made about the success 
story of Indian agriculture and the 
Green Revolution being described as 
making quantum jumps. The crops of 
the Green Revolution have withered, 
while fn most third world countries pro­
ductivity rs even higher than ours. 

Do droughts, floods, and other natu­
ral calamities visit only India, and not 
other countries? According to F.A.O. fi. 
gures. between the years 197 4 and 
1985. the maximum decline in produc­
tion of cereals in any single year, com­
pared to the preceding one. was 
12.58% in India. 15.97% in Canada. 
36.31% in U,S.A., 43.7 I % in Austraha. 
and 17 37% in the U.S.S.R. From these, 
it is evident that natural calamities do 
less damage to production m India. 
than in other big countries. But in those 
countnes. there ts no hue and cry, as in 
India, about crop failures. The crucral 
factor is lhe level of production com­
pared to domestic consumption. If the 
production level is farrly high, domestic 
consumption is not aHected in years of 
short production, only export:. get re­
duced. lnd1d ton should hx targets o f 
production In t'(l\11'1 II,, I 14 nl • I •; f. 

lUI(>!>, 

Nature Nol Responsible 

U• H~ n lcl\' d:.h wl•y pt-r hertdre- y•cld 111 
lndicJ is less thtJn two tlwd::. ot the aver­
.tqe vielo 10 lht rt·sl uf th(" wodd. Pt•ut 
J.IIOductiVIly rn lnd1d 1s notdut:: to natur<ll 
r a uses T hr• lnals r·r.t1du\l!'d • mr\• r I h ... 



superv1s1on of the Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research to determine the 
production potential of crop-sequences 
in different parts of India, with the ap­
plication of recommended doses of in­
puts, have given an average yield of 
9.26 tons per hectare. Thus, it is evident 
that our productivity potential is over 9 
tons per hectare hectares, one of the 
highest in the world. If we raise our pro­
duction even to half of this, and that too 
only on our irrigated lands, our produc­
tion would be nearly 300 mill1on tons, 
1.e. twice our present production in the 
enli1 e area. Thus we have the potential 
of being amongst the world's largest ex­
porters of foodgralns. Instead, we have 
remained a marginal case in food self­
sufficiency. 

Who is to be blamed for this sorry 
state of affairs? Not the inadequacy of 
arable land, which inspite of our huge 
population. on a per capita basis, 
almost equals the rest of the world. Not 
the agro-climatic conditions of the 
country, which are unparalled anywhere 
in the world. Not the farmers of the 
country. who have eagerly adopted the 
new techniques of production to the ex­
tent it was possible within their limited 
means. 

The blame dearly lies with the Gov­
ernment of India, which has been syste­
matically draining out the resources of 
farmers by turning the terms of trade 
against them. According to "Research 
Highlights 1986-87"', a Government of 
India publication, prices of farm inputs 
have increased 2.35 times faster as 
compared to those of farm-output. 
Such a price situation is not conducive 
to faster agncultural growth. The total 
net nat1onal mcome from agriculture 
during the five years of the Vlth Plan was 
Rs. 2,38,498 crores. During the same 
period. farm prices on an averag~> were 
only 78.9 percent of the non-farm 
prices. From this it follows that the loss 
suffered by farmers during the Vlth Plan 
period, due to intra-parity prices, was of 
the order of Rs. 63,780 crores, which IS 

roughly two and a half times the total 
~nvc~tmenl on agricultural <~nd rural Je­
velormcnt during the Vlth Pldn. But for 
> I :1 C.."I'J lludl)ll uf tJ IL :c.lllll >I lul \ILII 

II ·vel tJf lnndur m11 prudutltun would 
huvc been IIlilCh h1~1ler , and a dt•<.hnP 
ul ,!~Ill lull.) Il l IJIUUUl:liUII WuuiJ litll 

h •lVI.. rli (J IIt •ft•d, 

II onP WNt• 10 t<liW thr· dJstnhu11n11 of 
n llHllldl1nrum~. lor th· fJ('rtod 1970 to 
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1986 we notice that the public adminis­
tration and defence sectors registered 
five times the growth of agriculture, 
banking four times, transport nearly 
four times and manufactures nearly 
three times. The numbers engaged in 
agriculture have increased while there 
has been a stagnation in the rate of 
growth. 

The Irony of the 'Green Revolution' 
Those who are never tired of narrat­

ing the success story of Indian agricul­
ture have failed even to take note of the 
fact. that agriculturists who had brought 
about the Green Revolution are poorer 
today in terms of purchasing power 
than they were 15 years ago. The 
greatest beneOcieries of the so-called 
socialist dispensation in India have 
been the administrative, defence and 
other services, who produce no tangible 
products; and the greatest losers have 
been the primary producers. who pro­
duce food and raw materials. the vital 
needs of the nation. 

) 

) 
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If we wish to avoid a repetition of the 
present crisis in future, the only way is 
to produce at least 20% more food­
grains than is required for our adequate 
nutrition, because no natural calamity 
has yet reduced our total production by 
more than 20%. Our most dependable 
food security lies in increasing produc­
tion. and not merely in building up buf­
fer stocks. 

Droughts Maybe - Scarcity Never 
To ensure a more secure future. we 

should immediately take the followmg 
steps: 

1. Fulfil the <;:onslitutional promise 
of universal education, because 
without it. no progress in agricul­
ture, or other walks of life, is possi­
ble. 

2. Ensure that the benefits of higher 
production in agriculture accrue 
lo producers, and are not sucked 
away by price manipulations. 

3. Increase forest cover to at least 
33% of the land area, as against 
less than I 0% at present. If we do 
not acomplish this we will soon 
exhaust our ground water re­
sources. It is lhe forest cover, 
which replenishes our ground wa­
ter reserves. 

4. Stop the waste in our existing 
irrigation facilities. No less than 
one third of irrigation water is 
wasted in kachha irrigation chan­
nels, before reaching the fields. 
This can be saved by the use of 
plastic irrigation pipes, as in other 
countries. But in India, the pipes 
(and the raw material needed lo 
manufacture pipes) are heavily 
taxed. making their use prohibi­
tive. With the use of pipes to con­
vey water. we can mcrease by one 
third our irrigation potential, with­
out much investment, and also 
make irrigation one third cheaper. 

5 Establish more agro-b21sed indus­
tnes. cold stores and warehouses 
within easy reach of farmers to i.n­
ICil!>lly and d1versify agricultun.!. 

II Jndi<1n ;,qr rrulh1rP 1-; dewlopP<i 
~·v~"n 11pto li lly pt>rcenl ot 1t.s polenttctl 
(l(ouq~•ts llldY rccur. I.Jut scaru ly, never. 
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. Profiles of Indian Liberals 

Karsondas Mulji 
Social Reform~r, Educationist, Writer, Pamphleteer 

Kunjbala Modi 

Single-handed. he educated his contemporaries in the values of independence. self­
reliance an advanced sense of moral values and social seNice. 

Even not many Gujaratis of today 
know of the work of Karsondas Mulji 
who should be regarded as the pioneer­
ing liberator of Gujarati women of the 
Bombay Presidency. He found the 
women of his community sunk in de­
gradation and almost single-handedly 
liberated them; his fellow castemen 
were sunk in ignorance. He educated 
them in new values - and all by the 
time he was in his late thirties. 

Karsondas belonged to that band of 
Indians (of whom Ram Mohun Roy was 
the best exemplifier) who purified and 
rejuvenated India's social life. He found 
widespread ignorance, superstition and 
timidity in his community. Timidity ex­
tended to foreign travel; women were 
regarded as chattel. Kept illiterate for 
centuries, they were mentally inured to 
educating themselves. Religious 
obscurantism and superstition was 
sufficient to keep religious dissent in 
check. Nowhere had obscurantism 
sunk so low as in the Vallabhacharya 
Vaishnava sect. where the monks led a 
life ot licentiousness unmatched smce 
the time ot the Borgias - a sad com­
mentary on the collapse of the high 
ideals enshrined in the sect originally 
founded by Vallabhacharya, lhe Andhra 
who founded this religious order in far 
off Gujarat. There was no exaggeration 
in the following description of the sect 
by the then Governor of Bombay de­
spite his anti-Hindu bias 

'"Maharajas have reduced philo­
sophical Epicureanism to prar llce 1n 
to; me; m()rP htdeous anc1 dC'orrldtno 
th,m almost any which Lhf' I lrnc1tl 
f.Jantht!OII could lurnr.;h. 
111.1-rl'- Ill lltb -., 1 111toJII, 1 < ,,f,,. 

bor11 111 Bombay in 1 832 and lh1s. in a 
sense. was an advantage. for the evil 
practices attd the degradal :on~ burnL 
themselves in his mind and he had (ln 

intimate knowledge of these which 
could scarcely be known to an outsider. 
His hatred for their debaucherous lives 
prevented him from ever visiting their 
temples 

Education and Early lnnuence 

Like other reformers of Western In­
dia. he had his education in the Elphin­
stone Institute whence he came into in­
timate contact with other like-minded 
intellectuals: Dadabhai Naoroji, Bhau 
Daji. Raghunath Narayan Khot, Sorabji 
Shahpuri Bengali and others. The rebel 
poet of Gujaral Narmad too was here. 
Missionaries led by Dr. Wilson were to 
be an important inOuence. and discus­
sions among the students and teachers 
on the glaring social problems of India, 
were common. 

The Institute also inspired the forma­
tion of many associations, one among 
which was the Gujarali Dnyan Prasarak 
Mandali and which fo~nd in Karsondas 
an active participant. In 1853 it took up 
the issue of remarriage of Hindu 
widows and announced a prize of Rs. 
1 50/- for the best essay on the subject 
submitted to iL Karsondas began work­
ing on the subject His guardian who 
was his aunt and a widow came to know 
of this and drove him out of the house 
for his heterodox activities. Karsondas 
not only lost the prize. but his home as 
well and became a destitute. He did well 
in studies and got scholarships which 
he could not himself avail of. for he had 
to aivc:> t•r> hi-:. "'''1di, " 

If he mi5'>~"'d h1s prize I ~ qot o;c•mr 
thing even bet1e1 He> Cflmt In !Itt- atlell 
, 1.,, .. r , " , 1 ·I• , , t· , ' n 1 .1.) , ..,, 

rhe paper he read on th·· advantages of 
foreign travel to the Buddhi Vardhak 
~abha (in 1853), en in~titution estab 
ltshed for th~ enlightenment of Kutchi 

KARSONDAS M ULJ I 

and Gujarati Hindus in 1851. 
The Sabha published it with a note by 

the secretary. His mark as a social refor­
mer and as a thinker led to his appoint­
ment as Headmaster of the Gokuldas 
T ejpal School at Mandvi, a heaven -
sent opportunity, for he needed a job 
very badly. His first assignment, he fulfil ­
led to the satisfaction of many, inspiring 
his junior!'!, while at the same time, 
pleasing his superiors. The School be­
came a training ground for him for his 
public activities. The Buddhi Vardhak 
Sabha ran two girls schools which he 
supervised in addition to runninq 

•' r l ") '"' -' u• ,, • '' ,. • • 
mv c:apority Ht 1111rl l11 ~ rdorn wr 
f1 1o'nds l.dugltl ir• these slhools CJtcJlt .... 

h• tJOVc:r rm·.cr ,[ hr.Jrn~ 111 hun ull .H 

c:lenl educationisL appomled him llead­
mastf>r 0f the Government F nglish 
Sr...hool at Dt::e~a rn I b57; h~re he .)oon 
eme1 ged to be a public figure founding 
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a monthly called Nili Bodhak and an 
organisation as well. 

J ournalist and Controversialist 

uke other leaders of the nmeteenth 
century. writing remained his forte 
which he w1elded successfully creating 
public opinion agamst injusti.ce and .ser­
vtle attitudes and for reformmg soc1ety. 
His journalistic career began with the 
weekly Rast Go{t.ar but it could not be 
contained within it; it Oowed to other 
journals like Buddhi Vardhak. Dn!J.an 
Prasarak. Sri Bodh and others. Wnt.Jng 
for other papers had their own limita­
tions which made him start Satya Pra­
lrash; while Karsondas was editor. Man­
galdas Nathoobhai was the patron of 
this journal. 

That very year saw a fierce sectarian 
battle among the Gujaralls breaking out 
in the city between the Bhuleswar 
Brahmms and the MaharaJaS of the Val­
labhacharya sect. It gave an opportunity 
for the editor to thoroughly expose the 
licentiousness and immoralities of the 
Maharajas. The f1ercely written articles 
were helpful in Improving the conduct 
of these. and he made no new expose. 
but only put on paper what was known 
to a select few Even as Karsondas was 
writing. the Bhatia community had re­
solved to send its women to the tem­
ples only at specified hours and the 
emerging Swaminarayan Sect was 
doing the very thing thc1t Karsondas was 
attemptmg. 

But none earlier had the grit, deter­
mination and courage to openly chal­
lenge the Maharajas. I lis exposu.r~ of 
the Maharajas in speeches and wntmgs 
was unprecedented. Like Lord Byron he 
woke up to lind h1mself famous. His 
Journal full} JUStified 1ts name. Hi~ two 
fnends in reform. Laxmidcls KhlmJI and 
Mathuradass LawaJce were a great 
source of strength In the dishonouring 
of the person o f the women of th~ com­
munity he saw an assault on h1s own 
mother. The attempts made by the 
fv\aharajas to s1lcnce h1m through 
bribes and 1n1.Jm1dation did not suc­
ceed. 

The Vaishnavilc Bull 
l ht.:' MohcH t11''" nov... t•qqt•d the t'd ltor 

of a nVt.l l ( Jlll<l l l')ll fM pN l l ltlhllh lO 
.ahu-;, t\lluni f\ • \H il l< .1 ,,. fl 'l J, ldnl l 
t1on ' ll !>Ut.!cl. I o nu111ty l11~ pr occedlngs 
in Court, thl' Malldr a1a~ alttllol t:d cJ 

Varshnavite 'l:~ ull l 'Xcornmurllcalusg dny 
taste member appcc1rinq in Court and 

testifying in the case. The 'Bull was 
characterised by Karsondas as a bond 
of slavery and he announced in his pap­
er two prizes for the best essay on the 
bond and on the authority of the Mahar­
ajas. Besides, he distributed thousands 
of copies of the 'Bull' and its terms and 
this daring act more than anything ex­
posed and ridiculed the MaharaJaS. A 
number of newspapers supported the 
act of this daring reformer. 

A war of words between one of the 
Maharajas in his journal and the spirited 
reply of Karsondas (which has become 
a classic entitled The Primiliuc Reli­
gion of the Hindus and the Pf(z::.ent 
Heterodox Opinions) in his journal led 
to the famous Maharaja Ubel Case of 
1862. For the courage of his convic­
tions, Karsondas had to suffer 
thrashings showered on him by the 
faithful of the community outside the 
court. Similarly his friend Laxmidass 
Khimji. Laxmidass' as well as the evi­
dence of GokuJdas Tejpal in Court in 
support of the stand of Karsondas con­
tributed to the victory of the reformer 

Lely, one of the Commissioners de­
scribed the triaJ to be the greatest trial 
after that of Warren Hastings. It created 
a sensation and made him a hero in the 
eyes of the people: The Maharajas were 
routed and lost their once dreaded au­
thority over their fold. 

The Battle for Foreign Travel 
The visit to England of his friend 

Mahipatram inspired Karsondas to 
accept an offer to go to that country 
immediately after his victory in the court 
case. He left in 1863 and was given a 
warm send-off by more than one orga 
nrsat1on and newspape1. In Enqland he 
met Dadabhai Naoroji. On h1s return he 
and his family had lo fac~ the ex 
communication of his and the Kapol 
community. His reformer fnends and 
supporters except three staunch mem 
bers, deserted him. One of h1s suppor­
ters Karsondas Madhavda!>s, belonging 
to the Nagar Baniya caste found that his 
enUre caste was enl>loc ex­
communicated by the Bombay Bania 
MahaJan because ol a !>inylc rncrnbu ~ 
" lapse ' fv\adhdvrla-,., r oulr1 1101 Wtlh 
stand ti lls ostra1 hnl 1r11 t'< •ll t<lltlll In 
ses lOflltN II••tl l11111 lu 1 t::t tJ JII IIH 1ully 
Hur K.'l l <;l)nd.1" Ml tip Wrl" ,, tl rlnl' In fl' 

lent. ln<;pilC' ol Ius i t.:~ I h~:r •, dl'iphl:; t 111· 
dnJ hb wil t! ~ <:onlrnuou'> r~:p t o,h. hl'"· 
Itt: stuuJ firnt r o lu~ dy1 11 ~l day l11 l l 
mained an outcast and he visit<>d Lng· 

trusted by tions· genera ' 
tasted bY time 
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land a second time in 1867, ex­
communication notwithstanding. He 
partially succeeded in popularising 
foreign travel by persuading the Rajkot 
Baniyas and Jain Maharajas to help 
pass a resolution not to excommuni­
cate those who went abroad. 

Widow Marriage 
The year of his death, 1871 , saw him 

fulfil another mission dear to his heart, 
that of widow marriage. At the risk of his 
life he arranged the wedding of a fellow 
caste widow with Madhavdass Raghu­
nathdass. In the community this was 
the first widow marriage. Elaborate 
arrangements. including police protec­
tion had to be made. It was attended by 
social reformers and created a commo­
tion in the city and was covered in detail 
in the local press. Karsondas had 
arranged for a loan of Rs. 4000/ - to tide 
over the inevitable economic ex­
communiction. Curiously, the Buddhi 
Vardhak Sabha which had supported 
the reformer was to be lukewarm and 
some of the members turned apos­
tates. Madhavdass was to take the lead 
in the promotion of widow marriage. 

Writer and Pamphleteer 
Karsondas was the first to compile a 

Gujarati-English Dictionary. He was the 
first to write a book on his travel in Eng­
land (1866). The government gave a 
subsidy of Rs. 6000/- and got it trans­
lated into Marathi at the instance of the 
then Governor of Bombay. His book on 
the Sect of the Maharajas (1865) re­
mains a monumental work in English. 
In addition to his numerous articles, his 
books in Gujarati are Nili Vashan , and 
Sansar Sukh. 

The later years of his life saw him as 
administrator of the native states of Ra­
jkot. The years he spent there were all 
too brief but his integrity, sincerity. thor­
ough knowledge of problems of the na­
tive states of Rajkot and his exposure to 
developments abroad thanks to his stay 
in Britain , made him an ideal adminis­
trator and one who ushered in social 
reforms. 

His untimely death cut short what 
should have been a life crowned with 
glory. One should remember that his 
public life and activities lasted for just 
seventeen years for he died at the age 
of 38, and began his public engage­
ments at 21. 

ish ways. Single-handed he educated 
his contemporaries in the values of in­
dependence, self-reliance. an advanced 
sense of moral values and social ser­
vice. He urged Indians to educate them­
selves and wanted the promotion of 
Hindustani in the Devnagari script. He 
insisted on the education of women 
and children and saw the salvation of 
India only through education. This 
alone according to him would develor 
new sensibilities. He urged women tu 
tear off their veils, to go out with their 
menfolk, give up adorning themselves 
with useless ornaments. 

Above all his character was steeped 
in nobility that one rarely comes across 
among ardent reformers who could be 
intolerant in their own ways. His integrity 
is well-known. But his abjuring of the 
use of harsh and indecent language 
and his total sense of non­
vindictiveness to his enemies, is stril<­
ing. He requested the Court to offer 
mild punishment to those accused in 
the Bhatia case - the very people who 
pummelled him outside the court. All 
these indicate a high sense of nobility of 
character. An admirer of association with the 

British, he was no blind imitator of Brit- Kunjbala Modi is Reserch Assistantln the 
Department of Politics, University of Bombay 
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. FROM THE FOREIGN PRESS · · 

Privatising Marx 
Mr Deng and Mr Gorbachev are making 
it harder to give a simple answer to a 
.simple question; what is the difference 
between capitalism and communism? 
True, in politics the gulf between demo­
cracy and one-party Leninism is as wide 
as ever. But that is an imperfect guide 
to the economic dividing-line. Look at 
Taiwan and South Korea, consummate 
capitalists but (until recently) dismDI 
democrats. Reforms in Russia and Chi­
na seem to be blurring the contrast be­
tween capitalist faith in the market and 
communist worship of the plan. Both 
Mr Gorbachev and Mr Deng are telling 
planners to pipe down so that factory 
managers can hear what markets are 
telling them. Yet the great ideological 
gulf is still there. 

Messers Deng and Gorbachev are 
abandoning some old communist for­
tresses - strict egalitarianism, abhorr­
ence of market forces - but they are 
digging in behind the most basic of 
Marxist orthodoxies. Their idea Is to 
make the1r economies as dynamic as 
capitalist ones while keeping. for most 
of the•r industnes, the communist purity 
of public ownership. IL is because both 
leaders insist on keeping Marx in the 
market that their revolutions will turn 
out to be Oawed. 

Admittedly. western experience sug­
gests tl .at ownership is not what mat­
ters rnost 1n making markets work. 
Privatise British Gas, for example. and 
you s1mply replace a public monopoly 
with a private one. A Oounshing market 
requires competition. proper prices and 
proper incentives. But it would be 
wrong to conclude that who owns what 
is irrelevant. 

The mdrl\ets U1at work best 1n the 
communist world are the black ones 1n 
whll h pnvatc· t'IHtrpric;e lhnves precJs!'· 
ly h1 ause o f the- inadequacy IJI tt a. 
;,lui•' , J-1' vol.>l'-'' 1 u1 ~lJuU.> <l••u ,, , , " ~ , 

Wts..:1c pm.Jl<... 1n1:hJti\L llJ, !.J-.1..11 

allowvt..l hI 11111 '1 <JIL h '1t1IIV II hdo:. """""' 
!>fiVI 1<: U'( I..IJittpuiiWII Will I Uu_ ')[,lit' 

set...Lur Pnvdll: fan nmg plots 111 llw 
Sovit>l f lr11011 pw· Juc:,... a •l'J.:rtu ot tit• 
r rJuntry·~ lood on tJnly 3~~ ol tht- larm 

land. It is Hungary's private shopkeep 
ers and restaurateurs who have put the 
glossy veneer on a shabby economy. 

Most people living in 
communist countries have 

long since stopped believing 
that private ownership is evil 
and that state ownershrp is 

the answer to the supposedly 
fatal capitalist d isease of 

worker "a lienation" 

Attempts to introduce versions of 
··market communism" - in China. Hun­
gary or Yugoslavia - have shown how 
hard it is to make mainly state-owned 
economies as nimble as mainly private 
ones. Restructuring is delayed because 
of the lack of a simple system for 
takeovers and mergers. Despite bank­
ruptcy rules in all these countries, il has 
proved remarkably difficult for state­
owned factories actually to go bust, so 
over-security still encourages under­
efficiency. Worse, all attempts to stop 
bureaucrats from meddling seem to 
fail , with the result that factory mana­
gers continue to pay more attention to 
their bosses in the m inistries or local 
authorities than to their customers No 
wonder Chma feels it necessary to intro­
duce a law designed to free factory 
managers from petty interference by 
government and party. 

Most people living in communist 
countries have long since stopped be­
lieving that pdvate ownership is evil and 
that state ownership is the answer to the 
supposedly fatal capitalist disease of 
worker ''alienation". Alienation has be­
come a commun•st d•sca'if' bccausr 
workers reckon ~l<lh .. phlpe rtv helonCJS 
lu IIVUVU.) \' .. Ill< (I I ..,.11, ll<\..1 li<JH I •• 

4UJirn~ .:J!Juut p1m::tunH It tu ... dl u1, t!, 
blat 1, IHnd\1-'11 I~PI ••nl '''"r' lr• II .11 lw• 1 

t.m~ I t.lll!>llll)t '""''" 1)'/ llt~ll'~'~';' s l u~l'l 
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... ulls that v o• ld lll<.l~ 1 "'' 'u \ Llu'il tl-> 
quarters ol th~ worlv•r-. inrervtPWl' I 

were in favour of replacmg state proper­
ty with a new form of ownership. and 
over half accepted the idea of selling 
shares in their enterprise to all Poles. 
Parts of Eastern Europe, it seems, 
would be ready for a dose of Margaret 
Thatcher's "popular capitalism". 

Private Property: Please Trespass 

The question of ownership has so far 
been too sensitive even for Mr Gor­
bachev's glasnost. The Soviet leader 
has limited himself to a modest expan­
sion of small private and co-operative 
enterprise. and he hopes that workers 
will start to feel they own the factories 
they work in if they are given a say in 
how they are run. 

China and Hungary have gone furth­
er. They realise that a genuine market 
and monopoly ownership will not mix. 
So they have been introducing a di­
versity of ownership. stretching the 
ideological limits without (they claim) 
breaking them. The Chinese have 
started leasing small factories to private 
entrepreneurs or co-operatives. The 
Hungarians have increased from 15 to 
30 the number of people some private 
enterprises can employ; more impor­
tant, in October they opened the way for 
factories to issue shares to employees 
for up to half the vaJue of the com­
panv's assets. and officials are now talk­
ing about the possibility of letting 
HungariMs buy shares in factories 
other than their own. But so long as 
public ownership remains dominant, 
the likely result is a second-rate imita­
tion of proper markets. 

Still, even th1s Ersat2 f(aptlalismus 
may contain the seeds of commun­
•~m·s eventual destruction. Sooner or 
later. freer mdr kets do require freer poli­
ltv. (lou! dl "llnllh Korea now) I hen 
•'Ol1lcl dth 111:: ··ornmunisl orthodoxy to 
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Soviet Charisma: The Wish and the Reality 

When Lenin came to power in I 917. 
he set up the Soviet of People's Com· 
missars. As he had foretold for years 
from his home in Switzerland, the work­
ers had taken over. The people had 
come to power. This was the rhetoric 
which was to clang down the decades 
of the twentieth century - and its mes­
sage was so simple and so attractive 
that millions and millions of people 
could not bear to question Its reality. 

In fact. Lenin set up a totalitarian dic­
tatorship of monstrous proportions. In 
addition, from the beginning his new 
workers· state was expansionist. While 
purporting to accept a grand new doc­
trine of self-determination for the for­
mer realms of the Russian Czar, and 
having recognised their independence, 
Lenin quietly re-annexed all these teri­
tories as soon .as his government had 
the strength to do so. Newly indepen­
dent states like the Ukraine, Azerbaijan, 
Khiva, Bokhara, Armenia, Georgia and 
Outer Mongolia were absorbed with lit­
tle ceremony into the new Soviet state -
by force of arms ana not the power of 
doctrine. 

Two decades later, a new wave of 
annexations was to take place under 
Lenin's successor. Stalin, this time in 
cooperation with Nazi Germany. In 
1940, the democratic Baltic republics 

independence. 
The heroes of the independence 

movements in these lands were men 
like Nehru of India, Sukarno of Indone­
sia, Nkrumah of Ghana. Sekou Toure of 
Guinea. In their time, they were wor­
shipped by millions. They claimed to be 
democratic socialists. yet they were in­
spired by Lenin's doctrines of self­
determination - and many of them, 
seriously believed that their independ­
ence would never have come about if 
Lenin had not taken power in Russia in 
1917. Almost all were dictators. 

Today. the situation has not greatly 
changed. In spite of overwhelming evi­
dence - which is available to every man 
or woman who can read a newspaper­
millions in both Western Europe and 
the Third World secretly and not-so­
secretly believe that their salvation lies 
in the doctrine which underpin the ex­
istence of the Soviet Union. This situa­
tion continues in spite of the seven­
year-old war in Afghanistan, where it 
seems that the Soviet Union has re­
sumed the process of annexing its 
southern neighbours, which it previous­
ly attempted in Northern Iran both in 
1920 and again in 1945 - and which it 
may again attempt in the aftermath of 
the present Iranian regime. 

of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania were In the Third World, countries far from 
annexed, and conquered Poland was the Soviet Union have come under 
divided between the Soviets and the Moscow's domination. Because of their 
Nazis. Five years later. the Soviet Union geographical position. some have 
- now one of the victorious allies - ex- escaped the Soviet yoke. Others have 
tended its hegemony to the whole of pretended to do so In order to gain eco­
Eastern Europe and set up the Iron nomic aid From the West. Examples are 
Curtain as we still have it today. to be found in Africa, in Asia and in 

And this is where the real irony starts. Latin America. In Europe itself. a very 
While the Soviet colonial empire was serious attempt was made a few years 
being stitched together at the end of the ago to bring Moscow's rule to Portugal, 
war. the British and French govern· the westernmost Curopean country. 
ments - laced with a dramatrc change Although this narrowly failed, almost 
in the climate of public opinion at home U1e whole of the Portuguess colonial 

hcgan to erwrsage the end of Lherr empire fell to M0c;cow supported drcta 
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tiona! fighting - amongst the commun­
ists! - In South Yemen a year or two 
ago. Yet people in the West have not yet 
understood that when the leader of one 
of these countries comes to them with 
his bread bowl he is usually doing it on 
the orders of Moscow - which is quite 
prepared to supply arms for domination 
and experts to create efficient secret 
police, but cannot afford economic aid 
to the starving million who were sup­
posed to be the beneficiaries of the 
doctrine of self-determination. Samora 
Machel of Mozambique tried this with 
growing success in his last years, and 
his successor is continuing the process. 
The Soviet-supported dictator of Ango­
la is now engaged in the same policy. 

Only the very astute politicians can 
resist. But even they have to give lip ser­
vice to the Soviet origin of the inde­
pendence movements. Robert Mugabe 
of Zimbabwe is a prime example: he 
calls himself ·comrade' and visits with 
Communist dictators. But he sees that 
Zimbabwe is surrounded by countries -
the ruins of countries - which trusted 
the promises of Moscow. He is ready to 
speak the language. but he is not about 
to follow the same road. It is true that 
today there is a new sophistication, and 
not as many of the prominent thinkers 
of this world are prepared to support 
Soviet domination as was the case in 
preceding decades. 

During the years between the wars -
when Stalin's :::rimes were being com­
mitted and when millions died through­
out the Soviet Union through famine 
and the firing squad. when the Gulag 
was full to overflowing - some of the 
greatest minds of Europe applied their 
lofty thoughts to the Soviet Union (and 
went there frequently). They were 
among the purveyors of the great char­
isma - that a phoenix had risen from 
the ashes and there was new hope IN 
the· world. Thb was lampooned by sue 11 
llttl 1nr I" 1\lrlm Jc; ''"'( IPv rn .. n, " 
NPw \\',utd i'ln11 { rf•flf<1• ( )rwf'll 1r1 
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cularly nagrant examples of this. And I 
will end by coming back to the heart of 
the matter. In spite of all that has been 
done, millions refuse to believe that the 
Soviets do not mean what they say. Sta­
lin said: "Words have nothing to do with 
deeds. otherwise what would be the use 
of diplomacy?" Why don't at least West 
Europeans - who are so near - take 
this in? 

My examples are disarmament and 
Nicaragua. On the matter of disarma­
ment, millions were prepared to walk 
the streets of European cities a year or 
so ago to protest against the plan to 
match Soviet missiles in Eastern 
Europe with American missiles in West­
ern Europe. The issue was pretty sim­
ple; can we trust the Soviets? do we 
need the American nuclear umbrella? 
The answer given by hundreds of 
thousands of marching feet was a re­
souf1ding Yes and No respectively. The 
leaders of Western Europe, it must be 
said, did not agree - but only after 
much soul-searching were they pre­
pared to say so. since they knew that 
their freedom might depend on il To­
day, there is aflXiety amongst West 
European leaders lest the new arms 
agreement should lead to a lessening of 
the nuclear umbrella - as it well mighl 

And why not indeed? The question is 
justified. A new form of isolationism is 
growing up in America which says: why 
should we defend these people who -
after all lhal has happened - still trust 
the Soviets and never, but never, trust 
America. Which brings us to Nicaragua. 

In 1979, the hated Somoza dicta­
torship was overthrown in the name of 
liberty. Within weeks - weeks not 
months - it was apparent rhat the new 
Sandinista leadership intended to set 
up a totalitarian state which would be 
under the domination of Moscow. It had 
all been planned long ago: there was to 
be a second Cuba, this time on the soil 
of Central America, in a country with 
land frontiers through which tyranny 
could be exported. The American Gov­
ernment took a strong line on the issue: 
they did not want another Marxist dicta­
torship "tn thetr hac·kynrd" 

But Western Europe also tool( a 
strong line. The United States should 
keep its hanch off fit' ,Jri.JfJLIJ w•· W~'H' 
told by all and sundry. Othe)Wise. West­
ern Europe would show the Americans 
some hometruths. And they did this -
by sending help to the Nicaraguan Mar-

xist regime. Not only the Americans 
were outraged - but so, understand­
ably, were democratic Nicaraguans. 
You claim to support freedom, they 
said, then why not for us? 

A leading American commentator 
has suggested U1at the real European 
preoccupation is that by pursuing an 
active Central American policy the 
Americans will be diverted from more 
important commitments, like the rle ~ 
fence of Western Europe. And he asks 
the question: "Surely our European 
allies cannot believe that such be­
haviour will strengthen the Western 
alliance?" 

But the answer lies elsewhere. The 
belief in utopia. The belief that Com­
munism must exist somewhere, either 
in the future or in the clouds. Faule de 
mieux. in Moscow. Whatever they have 
done wrong in the past, the Commun­
ists at least had the right idea - and one 
day they will prove it. The beauty and 
the charisma of il all. Plain reality must 
not intrude. And plain reality is what the 
man so often labelled as the predeces­
sor of Gorbachov, Nikita Khrushchev. 
said in 1 955 on a visit to India: "We 
never have and never will forsake the 
political Hne which Lenin has mapped 
out for us .. . Therefore we say to people 
who are waiting for the Soviet Union to 
change its political programme: You 
will have to wait for pigs to fly". 

Democracy through 
Olympics 

These are heady days for South 
Korea. The country has finally been 
brought to democracy on a wave of 
people's power- for it seems that any 
irregularities there may have been in the 
election process were minor by many 
standards and would have had no effect 
on the result. 

One of the reasons why the authorita­
rian regime gave in was the necessity of 
an atmosphere of serenity to prevail at 

lh"' Olymrir lrnm"'-:, In hP tv,.ld in ~"'" 11 

later this vear These two phenomena 
are of great importance for the South 
I<"'' <11l'•• tlld 1hPy t iM!! It ltc111d ir hard 
In this case, the Olympics ht1Ve [Jeen a 
IDrce tor democracy. 

South l~orea is one of Asit1 s fastest 
dPveloping countries. It has c~chieved 

the status of an industrial power, and 
with a democratic government its pros­
pects can only improve in the years to 
come. This is one reason why more 
countries are to tal<e part rn the Seoul 
Olympics than ever before. Both the 
Soviet Union and China. which have 
previously backed l'lorth Korea in the 
hope of gaining advantage over each 
other, are both ready to take part in the 
Olympics. They have decided - -prob­
ably for the same reasons - that North 
Korea is no longer worth supporting. 
This Is in itself a signal victory for South 
Korea. 

North Korea orginally asked the Inter­
national Olympic Committee if ll could 
share the games. The Committee's ori­
ginal reaction was that the Olympics are 
awarded to a city rather than to a state 
- and that therefore the demand had 
no validity. But in the name of interna 
tional amity and promoting peace it d~ 
cided to offer some of the events to 
North Korea. with one important pro­
viso - that the frontier would be 
opened and there would be free right of 
travel between all events in both coun­
tries ·during the period of the games. 

After an attempt at tough bargaining, 
North Korea has now refused the offer 
and has decided to boycott the games 
- followed by its faithful acolyte, Cuba. 
The gesture is hollow: and the real 
reason for refusal to accept the Interna-

tional Olympic Committee's conditions 
is the impossibility of opening up the 
country in the way demanded. North 
Korea is a dosed society ryn on .Stalin­
ist lines, about the most dictatonal state 
on earth, and the consequences of 
opening up the frontier even for a week 
or so would be incalculable. It was be­
cause of this condition that the Olympic 
Committee's offer was refused, not be­
cause the number of events offered was 
inadequate. 

In refusing to take part in the Olym­
pics, North Korea and Cuba have 
shown that they are in their own way 
defectors from the modern communist 
camp. They are the only Communist 
~..o untri•- ;; \"'1ir '• ~~~ G•J rj-\~r:hm •, 
doctrines of Gta ~nn'>l and Pcrestrr.tikd 
have had no echo whatever 
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New P"f' Electronic Typewriter 
A new chapter in corporate communications. 
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Wole Soyinka: An Interpreter of African 
Consciousness Padma Srinivasan 

When Akinwande Oluwole Soyinka 
was awarded the Nobel Prize for Utera­
ture in 1986, it was at the same time, an 
award for Africa. And Soyinka said so. 
The non-African world had realized that 
here was another way of interpreting 
reality. different but equally valid. and 
this was the African way. African con­
sciousness expressed itself in a myriad 
ways through her tonal languages, 
musical idioms, myths and symbols. 
The African aesthetic is virtally different 
from anything the rest of the world has 
ever known. European aesthe•ks have 
dominated human thought for nearly 
four hundred years and set the stan­
dards for judging the rest of humanity. 
But Africa has now stepped forth to 
urge modern Man to seek a newer 
world of consciousness within himself­
the mythic consciousness.' Africa's 
artistic genius is indeed unique. 

The Nobel Prize bestowed on 
Soyinka becomes meaningful only if we 
are able to see the Africanness of his 
creativity. In all his writings, Soyinka 
stands forth as an Interpreter of the 
Myth and the Aesthetic of the African 
World.2 

When he was born, on July 13, 1934, 
at !sara, near Abeokuta, a Yoruba area 
in western Nigeria, his parents gave him 
three names that were instinct with 
prophetic significance. The first two re­
fer to the Voruba God, Ogun.' whom 
Soyinka reveres greatly. The first one, 
Akinwande. means : "The valiant war­
rior returns to me."" The second name. 
Oluwole means : ''The Lord enters the 
house". The third name. Soyinka, 
means : "Seers surround me" . So ·.ve 
have in Soyinka today the 'Valiant artist 
who sallied forth into dislant realms of 
c.reativity and returned home, a teacher 
and a sage, to the bosom of Africa, 
bearing with him a Nobel Pnze for her'. 

The more we understand Soyinka, 
the more we recoqnisc the traits that 
Ogun has q1tled h1m l1ke Oqun he ha'l 
an Irrepressible. run away ("reativity. 
When ht> wrott hi• firc.t ncwl'l Th 
lnteq>relet:;, he was a novice at this art 
form, and ll1e novel be<Jrs all the marks 
of immdlurity and inespunsible ~xperi­
mentalion. It 1s a pam to read it and 

most people give up. after _much 
drudge!)', at page 50 or so. This is be­
cause Soyinka brings in too many char­
acters and complexities and flash hacks 
without any uniting thread of narrative. 
All that is apparent is Soyinka's attempt 
to grab all life - with all its variety, its 
drabness, ugliness, meaningless triviali­
ties or obscenities, disappointments, 
hopes and ambitions - in one extrava­
gant sweep. As an artist, he has no use 
for the trodden path and does not care 
to dish out, in his own words, an "unre­
lieved competence". 

Wole Soytnka 

In the novel we see a group of pro­
tagonists either in night-clubs, cocktail 
parties or art studios and through their 
conversation we become aware of the 
general squalor and corruption in Nige­
rian business and politics. They are 
supposed to be the interpreters of soci­
ety, art, culture and life. All that the read­
er gets in unconnected pictures, 
snatches of dialogue, exaggerated de­
scriptions of squalor and flashbacks. 
Kola is a painter. Both he and Bandele 
teach art at the University of lbadan. 
Sagoe is a newspaper reporter and 
SPknni i" ~r' f"nninPPr with "'P "rt ,<t;,. 

hf'nt whirh makes him d qreal sculptor 
E.qbo. a teacher. is another member of 
l ht ~r"lJI' n .} r111" Vfllit llt',ly ,b..,t ''i' cl 
by water. shit and dedlh. Sagore IS so 
obsessed by shit and the act of evac\1·3· 
uon that he has \vritten a thesis on th~. 
theme of Voidancy. Egbo is fascinated 

by water and by drowning. At intervals 
he ponders over his parents' death by 
drowning and over the flow of lime. His 
personality is n 1arked !Jy an elemental 
streak of violence and fascination with 
blood-sacrifice that links him to the 
destructive side of Ogun. Kola the artist 
works long and hard at a monumental 
painting of the Yoruba Pantheon, in 
which each of his friends get repre· 
sen ted as deities. Egbo' s likeness is 
transferred to the god Ogun: not in his 
creative aspect as the primal artisan but 
as "the blood spattered fiend", so full of 
the lust of blood and war that, as Voru­
ba mythology has it. he slaughtered his 
own men in battle. Egbo is vety angry at 
this. Another symbolism in the novel re­
lates to death and renewal. But in be­
tween is a transitional state that also in­
trigues Soyinka. Sekoni dies in the mid­
dle of the novel and Soyinka introduces 
an albino called Lazarus. Soyinka had 
known albinos from very early child­
hood and had been fascinated by them. 
He says, in an interview : "There's this 
feeling of them not being quite of this 
world; they can't see vety much in day­
light, they see better in darkness; they're 
vety fragile; you feel that if you hold 
them they'll dissolve in your hands. And 
I think that it is this that creeps into The 
Interpreters, as you have rightly 
observed. It's a kind of spill-over of this 
feeling for the numinous area of transi­
tion". When Kola sees Lazarus. he half 
believes him to be a resurrection of 
Sekoni. 

The novel lacks a plot or a conflict in 
the accepted sense, which one would 
expect in any well structured story. It is 
as meaningless in the middle as at the 
beginning. There Is no movement of 
events or ideas or characters and there 
is no real 'end' because there is no 
story. There are only scenes. flashbacks 
and playlets. involving a bewildering 

1 J ( I ~~. '-' ~'-'.,)
0 r; 1\. .:>tft~~\., 

qunlalkm nldrk-. _,, ... 11€-t~:;~d!) ut ... au!>e 
the lt!ddel IS aware only of images. aS 

1 I.. InC! ll.:l _,lf, ~ n 1 c.nJ uvl rt;tJI 11~:::.11 
and blood people. fhe readers interest 
is not gripped at any stage and he does 
nut feel any ernouonal involvemenL 
When one reads great literature one 
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usually has a sense of having been 
transformed. But here are no philo­
sophical depths. 

Soyinka's language in The Interpre­
ters is often so heavy with symbolism 
and allegorical construction that it be­
comes exaggerated and meaningless.6 

There are also several stretches of tire­
some vuigarity.7 A whole chapter 
(seven) is not only inconsequential but 
extremely nauseating. It is about Sagoe 
the journalist, who had been sleeping all 
day in the house of his mistress, Dehin­
wa, while she was away at work. When 
she returns at 4 p.m. the sound of pans 
in the kitchen wakes him up. We read 
(p. 104): "The bitch. The goddamn 
bitch. She had woken him up with that 
racket on the pans". The vulgarity con­
tinues when he is in the shower. There 
is no evidence anywhere of respect for 
womanhood among the 'Interpreters' in 
this novel. They treat their women 
friends like common prostitutes. The 
violent and dirty language that gushes 
out of their mouths and the. debase­
ment of human sexuality leaves the 
reader deadened with nausea. Soyink­
a·s language sometimes becomes very 
intense, as when Sagoe is splashed with 
mud by a passing bus: "Rat! You filthy 
rat !"8 As Sagoe walks along Carter 

Bridge, we are told that the lagoon" was 
a trough of shea-butter churning, and 
cockroach huts of aka stalks circled the 
water edge in uncertain nibbles.''9 

In spite of all these great defects there 
are nashes everywhere of a true poefs 
Imagination. Soyinka is basically a poet 
and a dramatist. This was his first novel, 
written in 1965. His second novel. fh~ 
Season of Anomy was written in 1973. 
His literary genius is truly revealed only 
through the dynamic medium of drama 
and through his intense poetry. Be>~ica l­
ly, he is incapable of telling a story, 
which needs 'unrelieved competence' 
for its success. Vet, in spite CJ1 this, he 
experimented boldly - and The Inter­
preters became a magnificent failure. 

Vet, it is the poetry, nashing through 
his prose that leaves a lasting impress­
ion -like Simi's personality 

Altogether, one cannot help agreeing 
with the statement that it is "a great 
steaming march of a book ... brimful of 
promise an'J life10 

Footnotes: 
I . In an interview Soylnka said that Europe has 

been "very mw.:h inward turned in its cultural 
attitude to the world. The result of U1e Nobel 
Prize will certainly result in the external world 
taking the literature of Africa seriously, !:!Spe­
cially the vast body of oral literature in Africa." 

2. Soyinka delivered a series of lectures at Cam­
bridge in the Department of Social Anthro­
pology: these were published by the Cam­
bridge University Press in 1976 under the title 
: Myth. Literature and the African World. Be .. 
sides being a playwright poet. essayist and 
novelist. he Is a teacher In the widest sense of 
the term. In his own words : "M1sls provide 
consciousness ... 

3 The Voruba pantheon recognizes as King of 
all gods, U1e supreme Being. Olorum or 
Olodumare, Among the lesser deities. or or-
1='<1, are Sango, the god of lightning and 
Ogun the god of creativity and destruction. 
Ogun 1s the dynamic god of artistic creativity, 
the primal artisan of the forge. the god of iron 
and of warriors. 

4. As a warrior god. Ogun symbolizes Man's 
urge to venture forth and to return, i.e. Man's 
love of Quest and Return. 

5. Wole Soyinka. The Interpreters, London. Fon­
tana Paperbacks. 1986: Indian distributors· 
Rupa [,Co. Bombay. (My article focuses main· 
ly in this novel). 

6. The /IILerpreLer.s, see for instance. p, 77. 

7 ibid .• see pp, 70-72 and p. 88 (referring to 
farts). 

8. ibid .. p. 107. 
9. lb1d .• p. l i 0. 

1 o. An opinion from New Slillesman, (back cov­
er) 
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COMMUNAL VIOLENCE IN INDIA by 
P.R. Rajagopal: Uppal Publishing 
House, New Delhi, 1987; Pp 141; Rs. 
140 

Communalism and its most serious 
manifestation. communal riots, have 
become a chronic disease in the body 
politic of modern India. Theories - his­
torical, political, sociological, economic 
- abound explaining the phenomenon. 
The book under' review, however, it is 
claimed, deals with its 'practical' aspect, 

used; that most of the victims belong to 
the same localities ( and not outsiders) 
and that often initiatives are taken by 
mobs, not by individuals. Based on 
these the practical suggestions m ide 
by the author are: 

J. Deployment of units of police/ CRP 
near a sensitiv.e area. specific unit 
being allotted specific area with fre­
quent familiarisation exercises con­
ducted. 

2. Greater coordination between CRP, 
police and armed constabulary at 
lower levels. 

as a retired police official who spent 
thirty years of his career tackling this 3· 
problem sees it. The work is part of a 
trilogy dealing with violence and spon­
sored by the Centre for Policy Research, 
New Delhi. 

Less political interference in police 
administration. Choice of func­
tionaries of the units be based on 
'fundamental tenets_ of administra­
tion· rather than on political ex­
pediency. 

The author devotes his attention en­
tirely to Hindu-Muslim riots. He accepts 
that areas of tension between the fol­
lowers of other religions exist but, 
according to him, they dJffer qualitative­
ly from Hindu-Muslim riots. 

The work points out a steady in­
crease in communal incidents in India, 
from 84 incidents in which 34 were kil-

4 . Where a particular unit (of police) 
misbehaves, it should be identified, 
isolated and dealt with in an exem­
plary fashion . 

5. Decennial review of police strength, 
its deployment and related prob­
lems. Plans be made to deal with 
riots in rural areas. 

led and 512 injured in 1954 to 525 inci- 6. 
dents in which 328 were killed and 
3,665 injured in 1985. The worst years 
were 1964 (1070: 199: 2053) and 1983 
(500: 1143:3652). The virus has spread 7. 
throughout India, the worst affected 
states being Gujarat, Bihar, West Ben-

Better utilisation of Home Guards, 
drawn from all communities and 
coordinating their activities with 
local peace committees. 
Establisment of a unit for conduct­
ing ongoing appraisal of failures (or 
successes), irregularities and im­
proprieties in crisis situations. Such 
an appraisal acting as a feedback to 
the police force as also to be passed 
on to police training Institutions. 

gal, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Andhra 
Pradesh and U.P. in that order. From 61 
districts which were economically 
sensitive in 1961 , the number has 
grown to 186 districts in 1986 of which 
88 are super-sensitive. It has now in­
fected the rural areas too. 

After a brief survey of riots in Ahme­
dabad, Bhiwandi, Moradabad, Aligarh, 
and Ranchi the author concludes that 
commissions of inquiry are mostly 
appointed to d~fuse an inconvenient 
political situation. The Pvidence IE>n 
tle1ed IJeiOIC' itwrn 1s ba&•·d on what 11w 
olfiUdb Wulll lhl!lll 10 u~lieve d l t: ta<.. t.s 

Their rPrnrrHnrnd?tionc; " '' r-1rPI•· 

He dt aws on a l ·omptJlt!1 -basec.l !>tudy 
or riots in Gujarat to show that in such 
riots rnuslly ltuusehold w~dfll..l t l::> of e 

8. Use of video cameras in riots so that 
indentities of rioters can be estab­
lished in courts or law and convic­
tions obtained_ 

At the policy level, the author recom­
mends establishment of non­
denominational srhools giving st"culat 

I ~ t , ,,.:-,, ;~" ,,,. l-"~~ 
.. , " J 

tSSUl'S invnlvinq old I• 1111 I,., ' u '~'JII• · 
or slu in<'S. modNnisatit.HI u f W<~lkclse< 
,,,t 'Ut 1...• ll\ l 1 

,, • tlv"»UJ • ,1 

c;c:-enec; of noh: reducmq r ublrr ccldxa­
tion or festivals and rnore force!tll 1'11 -

uon agatnst visitors Iron 1 Pakisldll aod 
Bangladesh who fail to return to their 
I'll' t' llt ieo;; 

These practical suggestions appear 
idealistic in view of the facts which the 
author himself recognizes viz: the police 
force in many states is highly politi­
cised; that a nexus belwcu 1 U\c: 1-JOli<..e. 
politicians and anti-social elements (eg. 
smugglers) has developed. The author 
also admits to the influence of caste 
and religion on the police in some 
states. He cites the example of Bihar 
where police messes are not. only de­
nominational but even caste based! 

According to the writer. "Communal­
ism as an ideology is the ultimate 
source of all communal riots. The be­
neficiaries of this ideology are also its 
promoters who seek to achieve certain 
personal or group interests by articulat­
ing the secular needs of the community 
on communal lines''. When these de­
mands are considered by the Govern­
ment the image of the communal lead­
ers is built up, with each riot making the 
community more insecure and the 
communal leaders more indispensable. 

In analysil)g this, the author points 
out that since Independence, Muslims 
too have benefited from socio­
economic changes and a middle class 
has emerged among them. However, 
by following wrong policies, eg. the 
concept of reservation, the Government 
has created a belief that it would re­
spond only if demands are projected on 
the basis of a_group identity. Therefore, 
communities have tended to consoli­
date themselves in an effort to project 
their identity to demand their share of 
scarce resources. The democratic 
framework in the country provides the 
political leverage necessary for the pur­
pose. And if conceding these demands 
appears to be a victory for the com­
munal group, their rejection is inter­
preted as a case of discrimination 
against it. The political parties in their 
anxiety to capture power queer thf' 
cornmunal pitch, the best illustration ol 
whirh i-.. ll1r> nr-lil ir·-. ir> K,.., ,,,. 

()ll(' cvulcl pi~·k hoi~:; in oll~"ll ;1 

theuretiral lt <um:wnrl~ but lilt v,th t<..' 1)f 

du ''·'' h . 1.. t j;- .Jill j t!l, II, 
practk.al' a:.p~'-'tl" n f lhl! probl•'m t.JnP 

wishes he had dPvoled oreater dl\o;•nlion 
lo t.hesL than wlldlts found in this work. 

R.S. Mol'ldtolidlkal 
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Where cranes, machine tools, 
instrumentation, finance, glass and textiles 

come together: 

Empire Industries 
A multifacet.cd eompru1y wilh various 
enterprises. All striving towards one goal. 
gxcellene\'. All making human llfe a little better, 
a lot easier. 

GarUck Englneering: 
:\n und<Jubted leader in lhe designing and 
f:~ hril':lt inn ur lll<>dlllm :md heavy duty cranes 
Empir e Ma chine Tools: 
·\11 •·t~illt~·nru.; dJVtstm•. marketing <~nd servirsng 
"'""'~'"'"'''llltladtul•• t<~Jis man•1f<11'tured in \\ ,.,t n.•rnliiiiY, Swuz<>rlancl, Jaran, and Ute 
11$/1 II t h~tln1•t iv<• III:H)WI leader. 

Empi n' Instrumentation : 
A divL~It ut rl'<'l't\t ly t·r•·at.l'd to design and sflarkct 
Pli•c•lr,llic· lllsl rlmwnts und instnJJ11entatlon 
systl/111!>. Kt·t:plu~ up with new trends in 
technolu~. 

Empire Finance Co. Ltd: 
II non-banking finance co111pany lea'llng capital 
C(luipment to industrial units. Also engag~ In 
warehousing and hire purchnse activities. 
Vitrum Glass: 
One of the most sophist.kated plants in India 
manufacturing amiJPr gl:1ss bolt~ Supplying to 
lhP. best known pha•nJ.'I•1•uti<-:•l t•llup:tnh•, like 
P:lrk~ Oavis. Pftzer, May and Unkc>r, 1\urrollll!,hs 
WcUrome and Glaxo. An acknowlerls,;l'(l h•arlrr in 
the field. 
Empire Dyeing: 
The biggest and best tc.xtllr JIN"H essir~R house in 
India. dealing wilh lloLh cot.ton an<t mall made 
fabrles Well known here and thr<JughouL the 
world for iLs dependable performance. 

Empire Industries Ltd. 
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TODA Y'S AMERICAN : HOW FREE? 
Edited by James Finn and Leonard R. 
Sussman: Freedom House, 48 East, 
21st Street. New York, N.Y. 10010; 
1986; Pp.177 

The editors of this excellent book are, 
respectively, Executive and Publications 
Directors of Freedom House. The thir­
teen essays in it are all by its Trustees. It 
would therefore be reasonable to 
assume that the views expressed are 
representative of that institution, in spite 
of the disclaimer in the Acknowledge­
ments that they are not .. necessarily' so. 
Published 45 years after its foundation, 
the "retrospective insights" of its essays 
cover that era as well as its present con­
dition in relation to the appropriate 
theme. 

The Introduction by John W. Riehm 
::lefines that theme as the American 
=-triving .. to preserve and expand free­
::lom", the culture created by it, the 
'tensions.. in the university and the 
lews media. religious connicts. the im­
:)Jications for these of Marxism. and 
inally "the promise of national restora­
·ion" which is the specific concern of 
he essay placed lasl There are studies 
Jn the Mythic Aspects of American Cul­
ure, Equal Opportunity, Alliances with 
JU1er Nations, Academic Freedom, 
::ivil Liberties. Computerisation, and 
rhe Role o f U.S. Intelligence. The cru­
·ial qiJ~'<:tions raised by the authors and 
llt' h;;•,j1 v 1f11eo; rhev plt..)i€'~' 1 <;uppon 
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eludes his analytical survey of Equal 
Opportunity by proposing a three-point 
agenda for expanding its meaning. He 
demands a national commitment to re­
duce poverty, to safeguard civil rights to 
expand democracy on a world scale. He 
adds that room should be found for 
"special privileges" where they are 
obviously needed by the exploited and 
the discriminated against, in a multi­
cultural society. 

On the issue of Alliances and the Im­
perial Conflict, Zbigniew Brzezinski fo­
cuses on Washington-Moscow differ­
ences of attitude and practice. He deals 
with the Soviet occupation of Afghanis­
tan and the plight of the East European 
nations, recommending a number of 
strategies. These are notable for their 
long-term and highly controversial na­
ture. Their central aim is "to intensify 
international condemnation of Mos­
cow ... " Brzezinski asserts, for example, 
that "India should be encouraged to 
change its attitude of benign accept­
ance of Soviet aggression and brutal­
ity". Granting such a change may influ­
ence the Soviet Union, one wonders if 
''more direct mass media coverage of 
the war" (in Afghanistan) is likely to 
bring it about. 

The five-power agreement proposed 
(America, Russia, China, Pakistan and 
lnd.ia) to guarantee "the genuine neut­
rality of Afghanistan" seems a reason­
able diplomatic step, but will it reassure 
Moscow that the departure of the Soviet 
troops would not be followed by the 
massacre of aJI pro-Soviet Afghans? 
Such limited inter-nation agreements, it 
has often been found, do not succeed 
in enforcing the idealistic aims they 
have in mind. Similarly, the moderate 
policy argued for in relation to Eastern 
Europe will only arouse the suspicions 
of the Soviet Union that the uJtimate. sec­
ret a.im. at least of the U.S. is "freedom". 

Brzezinsky wants "to transform the 
essence of Eastern Europe's rela­
tionship with Moscow without neces­
sanly diswpling tis formal 
{ram c>work_" (Reviewer's italiC" -.). On the 
ulht:t hdnd. rV{>It GorlMd 1ov ~ rnov~ 111 
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One example quoted by Hook is useful 
in illustrating the characteristics of the 
relevant extremism, but there is no evi­
dence that American academics are 
corrupted by it on a large scale. Alan 
Wolfe may be alone in his stance lhat ''a 
course in riot control would simply be 
declared out of place" in the kind of 
university he supports, while a course 
on ''methods of rioting might be per-
' •ty appropriale" 

Fortunately, neither course is offered 
by any American university! It is true, 
though, as Hook states, that the politi­
cisation of many American universities 
and the introduction of courses in 
which only one point of view is toler­
ated, "has created a climate of opinion 
on some campuses very hostile to the 
principles of academic freedom." 

The essays which I have not covered 
in this review are all notable for their 
balanced, sensible mode of reasoning. 
They are ljbe~al-democratic in the best 
sense. They vindicate the last sentences 
of the book, by Morton M. Kondracke 
on The Promise of Nalional Restora­
tion: "In foreign or domestic policy, no 
one should be content to ignore Amer­
ica's imperfections. That is especially so 
where they damage lives or diminish re­
spect for democracy. At the same time. 
in 1986, Americans deserve to respect 
their country, It offers opportunity. It 
promotes democracy. It guards liberty." 

Can we say anything similar about 
the Soviet Union. even in its present 
''glasnost'' phase, about the Third 
World, about the variety of socialist reg­
imes and dictatorships in different parts 
of the world? 

Nissim Ezekiel 

COMMON CAUSE - LOBBYlNG IN 
THE PUBLIC INTEREST by Andrew S. 
Mcfarland; Chatham House Pub­
lishers Inc.; 1984; Indian Edition: 
Asian Bool<s, New Delhi; 1987; Pp 
2)2; Rs. 65 
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5- ANDREWS. McfARLAND 

Morcha not in association with politi­
cians like him who are currenUy out of 
favour in Court. but looks beyond them 
to those thousands of intelligent men 
and women who are prepared 
(irrespective of their political party pre­
ferences) to identify themselves with Mr. 
V.P. Singh and his Jana Morcha on this 
single issue. 

He then builds up the organisation by 
securing subscriptions from these 
thousands of men and women. The 
money so collected enables him to em­
ploy experts who study not only the va­
rious charges of corruption and come 
out with non-partisan factual reports 
but also. in the process. identify the root 
causes of corruption and suggest 
appropriate legislation. These reports 
are then made public and the members 
of the Jana Morcha in their thousands 
write or meet their elected representa­
tives and persuade them to prosecute 
the corrupt and enact legislation to 
change the svsltm. 

If you find difficulty tn imagining such 
a scenario I won't blame you because I 
must have been delirious when I 
thought of it in the first place! But this 
precisely is what Mr. John W. Gardner, a 
bureaucrat turned politician (and au­
thor of that outstanding book Excel/· 
c·nrc). decttled to do in the United 
~Lates m 1970. 
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cere. intelligent idealist and he knew 
something about the workings of 
Washington ... he was a man who would 
fight the congressional establishment 

Gardner founded the organisation, 
saw it through its infancy and five years 
later. in 1975. stepped down, handing 
over Common Cause to David Cohen ­
an organisation man. Details of what 
followed and the manner in which the 
Common Cause leadership worked out 
an organisational solution to deal with 
their lobbying. organisational and pub­
lic leadership activities makes interest· 
ing reading. 

In what way Is Common Cause diffe­
rent from the other lobby groups in 
Washington? Common Cause lobbies 
Congress in the public interest as 
against special interest groups that lob­
by for issues affecting their particular 
needs. There are now. reveals the au­
thor. 2500 trade associ~tions and pro­
fessional groups with their headquar­
ters in Washington. Those not based in 
Washington ··are represented by one or 
more of the thousands of lawyers, pub­
lic relations experts and outright 'lob­
byists' who attempt to influence the 
policy process for a fee." An example is 
a Company called Neal & Company 
employed by the Pakistani Embassy to 
sell their case to the Congress. Report­
ing this in her despatch in the Indian 
Express (Dec. 9) Ms. Shanaz Anklesaria 
writes that the same lobbying group is 
employed by Jordan, Morocco f, Egypt 
to promote their interests in Congress. 

In India lobbying is a dirty word. 
Apparently greasing palms is cleaner 
and easier! But as Ms. Anklesaria re­
ports: "Having firms that specialise in 
lobbying for specific causes are a re­
spectable and accepted part of the US 
poliltcal system. Such groups are often 
the only source of information for a 
Congressman or Senator on specific 
issues." 

Since its inception some issues 
wh1ch Common Cause took up w1th 
great impact are· 
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Nixon campaign. 
3. Putting pressure on congressmen 

and supporting anti-Vietnam war 
members of the Congress to end 
the war. and 

4. Lobbying al the state-level for 
"good government reforms · on 
such matters as "disclosures of 
and cetlings on campaign con· 
tribulions··. "control of lobbyists' 
and "disclosure of personal fl. 
nances by state officials". 

The nearest Common Cause equiva­
lent in India is, in my view. Madhu 
Mehta's Hindustan Andolan- admitted­
ly a far cry from the American model. 
The Andolan lakes on too many issues, 
lacks persistence in following up any 
single one and above all has no orga­
nisation to speak of. Mr. Madhu Mehta 
and his colleagues would profit by read­
ing this well-written and highly informa­
tive volume on the techniques of orga· 
nising such a movemenL 

Personally in the present climate of 
cynicism, I doubt very much if. in our 
country a man like Gardner comes 
forth who is " looking for a niche where 
he could influence events without run­
ning for office": the common belief 
being that not much can be done un­
less you are " in office". Any takers? 

S.V. Raju 
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WOMEN OF INDIA: an annotated bib­
liography by Harshida Pandit: Garland 
Publishing Inc .• 1985; Pp 278; S 52 

Women's studies as a inter­
disciplinary subject are of recent origin. 
It remains mainly a "movement-bam" 
programme. By now it is well­
established only in the U.S. and is rapid­
ly taking roots in other western coun­
tries also. The declaration by the U.N. of 
1975 as the International Women's 
Year and of the following ten years as 
the Women's Decade generated in­
terest among academics and resear­
chers in both the developed and de­
veloping nations. 

In India, the pioneering work is To­
wards Equality, the report prepared by 
the Committee on the Status of 
Women. After that there has been grow­
ing attention paid to women's studies in 
India. Hence bibliographies in the field 
are urgently required. Women o{ South 
Asia, A Guide to Resources by Carol 
Sa kala is an important and comprehen­
sive bibliography, published in 1980. 

Dr. Harshida Pandit's book Is in re­
sponse to this need. It contains invalu­
able information on many topics related 
to Indian women, who are oppressed 
and discriminated against even in our 
democracy. The contents are neatly 
classified into sections covering econo­
mic, polftical, legal and cultural aspects. 
It is exciting to note that there are also 
sections on women in art & culture, and 
in psychological studies. The long lists 
of references under various sections 
show the author's grasp of the subject 
and her capacity for attention to detail. 

Such studies are essential to make 
our invisible women visible, and to 
sensitize all o f us to the problems of 
women. 

<Jsha Thakkar 

LEADERSHIP FOR THE INDIAN 
MANAGER by Dr. BS KS Chopra; 
Times Research Foundation: Bombay: 
1987: Pp. J 97; Rs. 90 

Reading the book, one is reminded of 
t;J -Ju.'>:::.IUUII 1 j,._,j._lll "';[..,,J~,_IIt.. ii 
school WCI t: dSked to w t tlt • dll < ·-;~,1y • "' 
a cow. Ont student not knowing much 
ai.Joul LUW!l !llcJtll.:d ufl )Jy ~..~yu .g lhJt 
there was a huge banyi'm tree near hfs 
house A cow was lir.d tn th<> tree H" 
then went on to wnte rn great detail ab­
out the tree! 

The book reproduces theories on 
leadership with hardly a word on its 
practical applications. The cow is for­
saken for the tree and what we have are 
reams of paper on welfare measures, 
diplomacy and even Machiavellian tac­
tics. Take for example an incident re­
ported on page 118. The management 
of an enterprise is faced with a situation 
wherein they are caUed upon to dismiss 
a worker for some gross act of indisci­
pline. The management is aware that 
the consequences of the dismissal 
would be a strike. What does the man­
agement do? It goes through a devious 
method of ''leaking out" a rumour that 
the worker is being dismissed and tak­
ing the union leader into confidence 
and getting him to placate the other 
workers by suggesting a compromise 
solution. This has been held out as an 
example of exemplary Leadership. One 
fails to get the point of it all. 

Leadership is no doubt a function of 
the situation and the followers. But in its 
practical application there are many 

personal qualities that come into play. 
Judgement and decisiveness come 
readily to mind. The book does not 
make even a reference to these impor­
tant qualities. 

Coming to the theories themselves, 
readers are likely to be confused by the 
task/consideration approach uis a uis 
the managerial grid. For instance where 
a team is highly motivated the former 
advises a low task/low consideration 
approach to leadership; whereas the 
grid advocates the 9/9 or high concern 
for task and people approach. The au­
thor should have spelt out in greater de­
tail a clari fication of the issues involved. 

A number of ''nice" recommenda­
tlons have been made but regrettably 
these have nothing to do with actual 
leadership. A paternalistic business 
owner may find these more to his liking. 

In conclusion this is a book for stu­
dents of management in second class 
management institutes, looking for the 
equivalent of their college guides. Cer­
tainly not recommended for managers 
- in India or elsewhere. 

S. Nair 
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SARANAM by Gopal Gandhi, Affiliated 
East-West Press Ltd, 1986: Pp : Rs. 
40 

/ 

Sora nom , 
A Nov~:"! of Aefuge 

Gorml Gt'\ndht 

This little literary gem is subtitled "A 
Novel of Refuge". It is in fact. the 
nearest English equivalent to the Sans­
krit word from which it is derived. Its 
complex connotations span a range of 
meanings: shelter; refuge; journey's 
end. The SanskriUc root, also closely 
corresponds with the Stnhala Buddhist 
concept of three refuges: Buddha, 
Dharma, and Sangha. As the author 
himself explains in the opening page: 
"'Almost every character in the story is a 
seeker after 'Sarnam', which Is intellec-

tual or spiritual, for some of them, and 
literally a physical refuge. for those who 
definitely need a small plot of earth, be­
neath the sun. which they can call their 
own. 

"Sarnam.. is not a convent.Jonal 
novel, in the sense that it has an unmis­
takable hero and heroine; a "straight 
storyline, with a beginning, middle. and 
end. Uke the novels of Leon Uns, which 
also feature a multiplicity of characters 
and a plot, (if it may be so called) which 
moves in parallel, rather than slraight 
lines, "Saranam" too, is a novelistic 
landscape dotted with many figures, 
rather than a portrait etched with detail. 

Nonetheless, certain characters do 
begin to emerge quite clearly, as the 
author has the capacity of T olouse 
Lautrec or Degas to sketch vivid pic­
tures with a few bold strokes. He seems 
equally at home in presenting the "gen­
tle.. characters. as in describing the 
somewhat inarticulate Tamils on the tea 
estates which are the physical setting of 
his book. The Westemised estate man­
ager. the crusading doctor. and Euro· 
pean priest, particularly the last two are 
very endearing, while the manager typi­
fies the dilemma of every western edu­
cated Asian: alrenation from his roots. 

In some ways. the author's work re· 
calls the pastoral idylls of Thomas Har-

dy, whose novels seem rooted in the 
Wessex countryside, and lhe grandeur 
of Egdon Heath. It seems quite obvious 
that this is a work which has been lived 
and felt before it was written. 

The book was published in 1986, and 
does not purport to talk about the poli­
tical problems of Tamils vis a vis Sri 
Lanka, and their mother country. As he 
paints them, they seem to be very much 
a part of Sinhala soil, looking to India. 
much as Christians might look towards 
Rome: a distant place which is a lodes­
tar of the subconscious not a destina• 
tlon which they really think they will go. 
much less stay! 

A word about the author, is called for. 
He is a member of the lndjan Foreign 
Service, who was First Secretary in the 
orfice of our Assistant High Commis­
sioner in Kandy, during 1978-82. He 
had first-hand exposure to his subject 
when he helped to handle the T ami Is 
being repatriated to India under the In­
dia Ceylon Treaty of 1964. He has 
documented his encounters· with the 
Tamils rn the genre of a novel with great 
sensitivity of perception. One hopes 
that his sojourn in other lands as a 
member of the Foreign Service, will 
yield other novels from his pen. 

Louella Lobo Prabhu 

-------~/ Letters 1~~-------------
Rule by Districts 

I have read wrth rnterest Mr M.V. 
Kamath's arttde 'Rule by Districts rn 
the January '88 issue Coming from 
the pen of a renowned joumaltst 1t 1s 
very well ed1ted with satistical data. 
But the crux of the problem is that 
nerther the ruhng party nor the splin­
ter opposruon hav1~ the t1me to Lh1nk 
ol such solutrons. l hctr efforts arP all 
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of the Nehru or Indira Dynasty by 
nammg every blessed prOJect after 
them. 

Doordarshan became a very good 
handmaid to force Hindi down un­
wrlling throats telecasting Hrndr sc 
rials day in and day oul It is a (all 
accompli that H1ndi has become the 
national language inspite of it berng 
found worthies~ and, not nch 
enough in tiS vocabul<.~ry dunng the 
lost four decades My suqqc:.uon rs 
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parties take any initiative in the mat­

ter K.S. Narayanamurthy 

A National Caretaker Government 
Your rded of a Natrona! Caretaker 

Government would be a wonderful 
one. if it could ever be realrzed 
Appealrng to our rubber-stdmp Pres­
rdl•rrt to dro.,n11-.-. the o:;tion of d tlyndS 
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Created by Freedom House 

January 1988 

This map Is based on data developed by Freedom House's Comparative Survey of Freedom. The Survey analyzes 
factors such as the degree to which fai.r and competith•c elections occur, indhidual and group freedoms are guar· 
anteed In practice, and press freedom exists. In some countries, the category reftects active citizen opposition 
rather than political rights granted by a government. More detailed and up-to-date Survey information may be 
obtained from Freedom House. 
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