

















Tibet Struggles For Freedom

When, during the aftermath of the
Second World War, the Colonial
Powers were withdrawing from their
colonies; even as India became free
and was declaning itself a Sovereign
Democratic Republic; its northern
neighbour Tibet, which had done no
country any harm was invaded and
occupied by Communist China.

It took the Chinese a decade to
crush the poorly armed but valiant
people culminating in the suppres-
sion of a national uprising in which
nver 87,000 Tibetans were killed.
Diespite this the resistance con-
tinues,

To our eternal shame our Govern-
ment equivocated and finally ac-
quiesed to Chinese hegemony over
a deeply religious and peace loving
people. Some national honour was
salvaged when the then Government
of India provided shelter to His Holi-
ness the Dalai tama and thousands
of his countrymen who had no other
option but to flee the land of their
birth.

It is however regrettable that the

Text of Statement adopted al a Seminar convened by the Hindustani Andolan and the Indian Committee for
Cultural Freedom on February 27 in Bombay

Government of India has not permit-
ted the Dalai Lama a Government-
in-Exile. This seminar <alls upon the
Government to permit such a
Government-in-Exile.

It may be recalled that just a
month before he died Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel had warned Mr. Jawa-
harlal Nehru of Communist China's
intentions and the geopolitical con-
sequences of the disappearance of a
buffer State, His were prophetic
words for, in less than three years
after their subjugation of Lhasa, the
Communist Chinese invaded India.

This Seminar, even while welcom-
ing His Holiness the Dalai Lama's
“Five Point Peace Plan for Tibet” as
an act of great statemanship which
the Chinese have so far chosen to
ignore hopes that the struggte for the
independence of the Tibetan people
will, in the end, succeed and peace
and tranquility wilf once again return
to Tibet. History shows us that
however mighty an imperialist pow-
er, it is nothing when faced with the
struggle of a suppressed people's

fove for their motherland,

Meanwhile the Seminar submits
that immediate and primary consid-
eration by given to the physical
security and democratic rights of the
Tibetan people and assures China
that China's initiative to guarantee
these rights to the Tibetan people
will prove to be a giant step forward
in creating goodwill among the Indi-
an people towards the People's Re-
public of China.

The Seminar pays its humble tri-
bute to the Dalai Lama and to the
valiant and peace-loving people of
Tibet and expresses its solidarity to
thern in their continuing struggle
against imperialist aggression.

By the end of 1988 the Dalai
tama and his people would have
completed 30 years in exile. The
Seminar calls upon freedom-loving
people and organisations all over the
world to observe 1989 as the YEAR
QF TIBET and hold meetings, rallies
and in other ways to focus attention
on this most tragic human problem
of the century.

A Report on the Seminar

The Statement published above repre-
sents the upanimous view of the partici-
pants at the serninar which included Mr,
Minoo Masani, Mr. MV, Kamath, Dr.
Aloo Dastur and Mr, RM. Lala amaog
others, The seminar had the benefit of
the views of Mr. Thupten Samphel of
the Central Tibetan Secretariat at
Dharmshala in Himachal Pradesh.

Mr. Masani who chaired the seminar
recalled India’s pussileanimous aititude
which enabled the Communist Chinese
to annex Tibet and resulted in the
Thinese invasion of India in 1962. He
said that far from suppodineg Tibet's
appeal 10 lthe United Nations fo help,
the then Prime Minister. Mr. Jawahailal
MNehri prevented the {nited  Natione
from going to Tibet s assistance.

Mi. MV, Kamath pointed out thal to
day the real probletin Tibetwas nat so

much the forced occupation of the
country by the Chinese Army as much
as the problem of getting rid of Chinese
settlers who now outnumber the Tibe-
tans in their own country,

Mr. Madhy Mehta drew attention to
the fact that the Chinese were deploying
short and !ong range missiles in Tibet
and using that country as a dumping
ground for nuciear waste, thus thre-
atening the environment of the entire
Himalayas and India.

Mr. Thumpten Samphe! who was a
member of the Fart Finding Miss-r
deputed 1o Tibet by the Dalar Lama in
19805, explainad how the United States
Bad oy the fihees dropgad we apege,
help the stnggling Tibetans bul how
ultimately they betrayed the Tilelans hy
succurmbing o thel new found love la

China.

Out of a total Tibetan population of 6
million, 1.2 miltion Tibetans had been
kilted in the last 25 years. In any future
talks between India and China, the Tibe-
tan question should therefore be in-
cluded, said Mr, Samphel.

The case for the Tibetans who have
been reduced to the status of second
class citizens in their own country and
to that of a minority is perhaps unpre-
cedented in the annals of world history.
No government seems to give the Dalai
Iama the importance they give to the
PLO and its leader. This is Llrue of our
couintry where we see nothing wrong in
Ay rec ognising the PLOY while to
o shame (ke other counlries}), cold
shouldeting a genuine religious leader
totally dedicated to alirrsa
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