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lndia's response to the war in the Gulf satisfied no one. The so
called "Leftists" were critical of the fact that lndia had not been
forthright in its support for lraq (and conversely in condemning
'American imperialism'). ln this they had the support of an unlikely
ally - the fundamentalist muslims.

On the other side were the critics of Indian foreign policy - those
who opined that itwas time to abandon the apron strings of the
Soviet Union and, of course, let go of that dead horse l{A/v1.

To discuss these and other aspects the Freedom First Foundation
organised a seminar on the impact of the Gulf war on lndia. The
main feature of this issue is based on a report of the proceedings.

As is to be expected in a gathering of liberal-minded individuals
there were differences of view. But on one issue there was a clear
consensus: lndian response to developments abroad needed to
change. There had to be much greater emphasis on national self-
interest. ldeological predilections had to be abandoned.

From Saddam Hussein we take a leap back into time foran
analysis of the Kauravas! We are fortunate to have had a
distinguished scholar like Prof. Moorthy Rao to study the problem of
evil in the Mahabharata. A problem for which the great Epic had no
real answers,

We carry more than the normal quota of book reviews. There are
two reasons for this. The number of reviews awaiting publication was
increasing so fast that we had to catch up (such are the problems of
a quarterly). The second reason was that the books reviewed deal
with important and interesting subjects and we were anxious to
share them with you.

Once again we acknowledge with thanks lheScates,ztan's
permission to use Mr. Masani's column.

Finally a word of apology. The April-June issue has been delayed
due to a combination of circumstances beyond our control. We
hope we have made up for it by giving you much food for thoughl
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"The deep moans round uilh mang ooices. Come, mg friends
'Tis not too late to seek a neu)er world" - Tenngson

The only gimmick a poor man can appreciate is the one
that puts a square meal on his plate. And, after 40 years
of planning there are more poor men in lndia than
anywhere else.

Jay Dubashi, The Sundag Obseruer, January 6, I 99 I

Sociological surveys have shown that (the Soviet people)
prefer lines and ration cards to rising prices. After
decades of living in a non-market situation our
population has developed a different psychology.

Nikolai Petrokov, Fortune, January 28, l99l

Full of sound and fury the guardians of lndia's foreign
policy strut and fret before imaginary audiences.

Rajiv Desai, The Sundag Obseruer, Febaury 3, I 991

Governments in the Middle East have a habit of declaring
holy war at the drop of a hat.

The Economist, January 26, 1991

We call it the 3-D Committee: disinvest, denationalise,
deregulate.

Saeed Qadir, Ghaifman of a Pakistan Committee on
Privatisation, The Times of l ndia, March 1, l 99 l

It is not the government's business to make bread and
cakes.

Saeed Qadir, TheTimesof India, March l, l99l

Dialectical materialism was over; mail order materialism
has taken its place. Eastern Europe had discovered the
discreet charm of the bourgeoisie.

Jonathan Sasks, Ihe Lrstener, November I 5, 1990

lndia's image abroad has taken a nose dive.

lnder Jit, The Economic Times, January 29, 1991

Like every good word introduced into political language
by the Communist Parly, Perestroika has only one sure
and settled meaning - the perpetuation of communist
POwer.

Salisbtrrg Reuieu, June, 1 990

Every country in the world would prosper with the
exception of Britain, lndia, Pakistan and Bangladesh,
whose policy-makers were either students of or inspired
by the London School of Economics.
A distinguished economist quoted in The Hindu, April I 1,

1991

Delhi is a political city. lt is not a place where normal
human beings live.

Dr. Homi Sethna, TheTimes of lndra, March 23,1991

I have a love-hate relationship with Morarji and my
judgment is that he is not only a fool but also a hypocrite

J.R.D. Tata, The Times of lndia, April 14, 1991

If Vaishnavite Saint Ramanuja were alive today, he would
have converted all Brahmins to scheduled castes, to avail
more benefits from the government.

Arjun Parthasa'athy,Aside, April 15, 1991

The US is looking at Mexico, Brazil and Argentina. The
European Community is looking at East Europe and the
Soviet Union. Japan's looking at China and South Asia.
And lndia is looking more and more like Myanmar.

lndia Todag, December 31, I 990

The masjidisation of lndia's foreign policy may well make
a mess out of its economy.

N.V. Subramanian, Sundag, March 3, 1991

'1
I

I

i

I
I

I
I

J

i
,l

-,1

+t
n

{-j
F r<:edr>nt First 2



-the Lirno has cone," the
. r^alrul satd'

a,o falk "f r:arty tbin$s:
of s}oes-an4 Shiis- a

and, vttfin&vax-
of aabbasos - "

a\A kixgs-"

The Decline of our Parliamentari-
ans

Our national political festival which
will arrive next month will cost the
country Rs.135 crores; the earlier elec-
tion cost us Rs.l10 crores. An extreme-
ly disillusioned public will by and large,
be casting its vote for people for whom
it little cares. And we will see those
elected retum to the Lok Sabha. Will
this be a different House than what
assembled a few months ago? Shri
Rajeev Dhavan has written a perceptive
article in The Hindu of 10 April 1991
which has very many matters of inter-
est to the reader of Freedom First.

The most significant development
has been the gradual rise in the educa-
tional qualifications of the members.
Those who did not clear their matricu-
lation examination and who got
returned to the gth Lok Sabha were a
mere 6.8% - those who had a college
education 74.22%. With women mem-
bers too, a similar trend is apparent -while only 6.8% appeared to be non-
matriculate, 61.3% have had a college
education. A paradoxical development
is that the increase in the number of
members with higher education also
coincides witht the rise of agriculturists
in the Lok Sabha. A little more that
40% of our members belong to this
profession.

The professions are clearly on the
decline - including that of lawyers
which is indeed surprising; for they
form but 15%. The medical profession
has a miniscule 1.9%; personnel from
the Defence 1.7%; journalists 3.1%;
teachers 8.7% ; Traders and professions
too have declined to 43%

Professionally informed debate has
been steadily declining and it will be

- lcr^'is cauoll

more so in the present Lok Sabha. Also
equally on the decline are those who
have had previous experience in the
Lok Sabha - this plummetted more
than 50%. One half of the members in
the last Lok Sabha had no exposure at
all to the culture of parliament! Also
those with experience in regional or
state politics have steadily declined, and
they have come in because of the bless-
ings of those at the top. They have no
constitutency to represent except being
beholden to their benefactors.

It has been pointed out that there
has been a transition in the sense of the
vocation of the members. Once it was
a calling almost a holy one - now it is
a crass pursuit of power and pelf. From
Mrs Gandhi's time the parliament had
declined partly because of the calibre
of the members; also she used her
enormous hold over her party to stead-
ily de-legitimize parliamenl lt declined
to an acclamatory institution and many
of the new entrants reduced it to a
bazaar. Many time-honoured institu-
tions such as prMlege motions lost
their savour. There has been a "move-
ment away from middle class interest";
the scheduled castes and tribes mem-
bers have yet to develop general inter-
est, interests other than those involving
their immediate circles.

Members were prepared to pass leg-
islation that they have not read properly
because it had been introduced and
debated the same day. They did not
partake of parliamentary discussion
with discourse but in the main with
threats and protests. lt is true that
amongst the reasons for this is the fact
that they received no political training
as such".

One cannot do better than conclude
by quoting Rajeev Dhavan for he does

summarize the dominant mood of the
land: "As we proceed to the election -in some anticipation of terror - a great
deal of democracy is lost. The issues
are blurred and the candidates foisted
on to us posing undiscerning choices
and the politics of power faces us in a
frightening array to eclipse conflicts
over issues".

RS

The Listener Bows Out

The brief editorial in the lhe Listen-
er of 3 January, 1991 begins: "lt is with
immense sadness that we must tell our
readers that this is to be the last issue
of The Listener." With this matter of
fact statement in typically British man-
ner, is recorded the finale of one of the
most successful educational experi-
ments of the century.

For a mere 25 paise (four annas as
it was then) you could buy an issue of
The Times Literary Supplement or
The Listener in the railway book stalls

- of course at a time when four annas
bought you almost half a meal!

Many have picked up their educa-
tion and kept it up through the pages of
this unique weekly, though one must
confess that the quality of reading mat-
ter as well as the articles began to grad-
ually slip. ln its last yearslhe Libtener
was not a patch of what it was in the fiF
ties when you could read the texts of
the Reith Lectures, (E.H. Carr's, l,lhat
is Historg or the chapters that formed
the autobiography of Cilbert Murrray)
and the writings of anyone who mat-
tered in the world of the mind in
England.

Effortlessly and with great civility
ntany of us who were young ignora-

Freedom First 3



J.R.D. Tata: The Good Citizen Retires

The retirement of Mr. J.R.D. Tata as
Chairman of Tata Sons constitutes a
watershed in the history of lndian
industry, enterprise and philanthropy.
Actually, with the abolition of the Man-
aging Agency System by the Union
government in the early days of inde-
pendence, the House of Tata should
have ceased to exist. But the presence
of Mr. J.R.D. Tata as Chairman of Tata
Sons and Tata lndustries ensured that
for all prac$cal purposes the House of
Tata has continued to function as an
Unit. lt has undoubtedly been the most
prestigious of lndian enterprises in the
company of the House of Godrej and
others.

I have had the pleasure of working
with Tatas for seventeen years from
1940 to 1957. The last two and a half
years I had the pleasure of working
closely with Mr. J.R.D. Tata as E<ecu-
tive Head of the Chairman's Office. lt
has been said that no man is a hero to
his valet. I was an exception as Mr.
Tata's intellectual valet and I ended my
association with him with as high an
admiration for him as when Ijoined.

FreedomFirst 4

Mr. Tata is very conscious that owing
to conscription in the French army he
never went to an University, but he has
been none the poorer by this as he
made up for it by intellectual curiosity
and a desire for excellence which, apart
from kindness, are his notable qualities.

Mr. Tata has been the soul of honest
and open dealing. An example of this is
his conduct on the establishment of the
Swatantra Party of which I was the Gen-
eral Secretary in 1959. When the 1962
Parliamentary Elections came along
and I appealed for help from Tatas,
which I had left in 1957, Mr. Tata sent
for me and asked whether I preferred
that Tatas gave no money to either the
Congress Parly or the Swatantra Pany
sr that they should contribute to these
parties in the ratio of 2:1 in favour of the
Congress Party. I promptly replied that I

prefer the latter alternative, since the
Congress Parly would put up 500 can-
didates for Parliament and we would
put up only one hundred. The pro rata
contribution would be more helpful to
our party.

'i,j-l

Many of us graduated to reading it in ll
the sixties and the full length articles ll
were exhilarating. The fact that it was ,'
financed by dubious sources did not I
matter at all - where else for a ruDee .

could you buy a journal which had no I
peers for what it gave us month after ,l
month. To read Raymond fuon, Berlin I
or Popper, Ayer, Russell, or many oth- i
ers was to make one feel privileged. I
One felt that one was coming to grips i
with social, literary, and intellectual {

muses were led gently by the hand and
educated in many things; and one must
confess that we got better education in
its pages and reviews than from the lec-
ture notes that one scribbled in the col-
leges or contained in the text books
prescribed then. Our half literate func-
tionaries who currenly head the Depart-
ments of Distant Education in our
Universities (which remain one of the
mbst scandalous frauds of our higher
education) could do well to pull out one
of the old issues of the journal and
compare it with the junk mail that they
post to their captive students as lessons
to be studied. Reading the lhe Listener
was liberal education and it opened up
vistas and perspectives for individual
mental betterment.

ln fact The Listener, could be
regarded as partially the culmination of
a movement of adult education that
began in the last century in the industri-
alized nations where people who had
missed out their education were given
opportunities to pursue it at their lei-

sure. These were formalised in the
beginning of this century with the Wor-
kers's Education Association and sever-
al inexpensive publishing ventures.
These were a testament to the great
potentialities that could develop in a

developing economy. lt made life
meaningful to many who would other-
wise have been confined to a life of
ignorance and narrowness.

The closing down of The Listener
also testifies to a type of educational
venture which unfortunately is com-
pelled to take a back seat through no
fault of its own. Educationists have yet
to prove finally that TV and video are
better media than the wireless. But
technological progress being inevitable
the idiot box and similar ventures
increasingly will take a larger slice of
the leisure of people - leaving more
TV zombies than is good for any com-
munity.

Encounter also closed down recent-
lv. This is something to be sorry about.

issues of the first magnitude. Qenerally,
we did not take the contemporary arti-
cles seriously, what mattered were the
general articles and these never failed
to educate or have one wanting to
know more about a subject discussed.

Journals of the likes of The Listene-
rand the Encounter now belong to a
past era and we are,in a different age.

Never one to do anything secretly or
under the counter, Mr. Tata wrote to
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the then
Prime Minister telling him of what Tatas
would be doing. Mr. Nehru wrote back
saying that Mr. Tata was welcome to
waste his money if he felt like it! This
was a rather silly reply because the
Swatantra Parly won 21 seats at the
first push and Pandit Nehru was driven
to explain in a public statement that
while people voted for the Congress
Party's policies, in the case of the Swa-
tantra Party they voted for personalities!
My response to this was to say that
what is sauce for the Congress goose
was sauce for the Swatantra gander.
The point of this incident is that many
people thought that Mr. Tata's action in
writing to Mr. Nehru was indiscreeL But
Mr. Tata acted as a good citizen in a
real democracy.

I am glad that Mr. Tata will continue
to be the Chairman Emeritus of Tatas.
He is like the Emperor whose country
has become a republic but the old
Emperor still carries a lot of weight.

RS
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lndia and the Gulf War
fhl's r's a report based on the proceedings of a seminar organised bg the Freedom First Foundation, in Bombag on March16, 1991.

It is now a fact of history that if Saddam Hussein had
not invaded and occupied Kuwait, a sovereign state and
a member of the United Nations, there would have been
no war in the Gulf.
After swallowing his neighbour, the lraqi dictator
proclaimed Kuwait, lraq's 19th province. Perhaps
Saddam Hussein wanted to turn the clock of history back
to the 1960s when as a British Protectorate Kuwait was
once attached to the province of Basra. Kuwait was
granted independence in 1962.

Kuwait appealed for help to the United Nations. And
the United Nations in a show of near unanimity never
before seen, asked lraq to withdraw. The Security
Council passed as many as twelve resolutions in the five
and half months between Kuwait's annexation and the
outbreak of war.

Saddain Hussein treated these resolutions with
contempt. Perhaps he failed to appreciate the fact that in
the Security Council even his friends - the Soviet Union
and Communist China - did not use the veto which they
could have as permanent members of the Council. While
the Soviet Union supported the resolutions, China
abstained. lndia a non-permanent member supported
most of the resolutions. Barring Cuba and Yemen he had
no friends. Yet he seemed to be confident of one of two
things: either the US and its allies would never attack or
even if they did he had a powerful army which could
meet the challenge. He probably thought that a war with
him would prove to be another Vietnam for the
Americans.

Economic sanctions had little effect and he was
plainly playing for time.

Could the new world take such a blatant act of
aggression lying down?

Many reasons have been advanced for the decision to
enforce the UN resolution and throw Saddam out of

Kuwait.

The first was Oil. If Saddam wanted Kuwait for its oil
revenue and control 40% of ttie world's supply of oil, the
USA and its allies could not let tlris vital re.source be in
the hands of a military dictator.

The second was an issue of principle 
- one member

of the United Nations could not be permitted to annex a
fellow member.

The third was the right of a people to live in freedom
and not be at the mercy of a powerful neighbour.

lf the USA had not intervened militarily, Saddam's next
stop would have been Riyadh followed by Bahrain, Qatar
and so on. Allowing Sadoam Hussein to get away with
aggression would have been like signing their own death
warrants.

On a more philosophical plane it was a choice
between peace at any price and liberty. Such a peace
would have been the peace of the graveyard.

But why did the OSA which was least dependent on
Middle East oil rush to Kuwait's aid by organising the
largest movement of military men and hardware since
the second world war?

Was it altruism? A strong belief in the right of people
to be free? Or was it to shake off the ghost of Vietnam?
Or again did it view this as an opportunity to test its high-
tech weapons in actual combat?

Whatever the reason the fact remains that one man's
megalomania led to a war that resulted in the death of
thousands; the destruction of property valued at billions
of dollars and has left a continuing hazard to the health of
millions of people with the oil wells on fire and an oil
slick, the biggest ever, endangering marine ecology. The
war also liberated Kuwait. A maniac was driven back. But
he has now turned on his own people. But that is another
sad story.

Parlicipanls dl lhe Freedom Firsl Foundolion Seminor on lndia dnd lhe Gull Wor, Eomboy, Morch '16,
,t99,t.

MR. ADAM ADIL, Vjce President, lndo-Arob Society, Bomboy. MRS. S. BAH[, Sociol Worker. DR. 8. RAMESH BABU, Heod of
the Dept, of Politics, Somboy University. MR. ARVIND DESHPANDE, Hon. Secretory, Leslie Sowhny Progromme.
DR. tIONEL FERI{ANDES, Lecturer in Politics, Bomboy University. MR. S.P. GODREJ, lndustriolist. MR. ASHOK HEMTUADV
Retired Dy, Director Generol, Geologicol Survey of lndio . MR. YOGESH KAMDAR, Civil Rights Aclivrst. MR. AZIZ MADNI,
Businessmon . MR. ASHOK IUAIIADEVAN, Editor-in-Chiel Reoder's Digesl. MR. P.C. MANAKIAIA, Publisher. DR. 8.N.
MEHRISH, Reoder in lnlernotionol Politics, Bomboy University. MR. MINOO MASANI, Choirmon, Project for Economic
Educotion. MP. RAMU PANDIT. Secretory Generol, Indion Merchont's Chomber. MR. JEHANGIR R. PATEL, Pubiisher ond
Edilor, Koiser-e-Hlnd. MP. S.V. RAJU, Editor Freedom First. MR. M.A. RANE, Advocote ond Presideni, Rodicol Humonist
Associotion . MR. NITIN G. RAUT Advocote ond Hon Secrefory, lndron Council of World Affoii's . MR. K.F. RUSIOMJI.
lnspector GenerololPolice (Retd.) . MR. NAVROZ H. SEERVAI Advocote ond Civil Rights Activisl . DR. A.J. SHEI,AT, Mer1rco1
Proctitioner . DR. V.S. SHETH, Lecturer, Centre for Eost Africon Studies, Bomboy Universiiy . MR. ABE SOTOMON Presrderrl,
lndiqn Seculor Society . DR. R. SRINIVASAN, Prof of Politrcs (Retd ) ond Edilor. Frcedom Frrsl. DR. MARY THOIVIAS. Heod of
the Dept. of Politics, Bhqvon's College. COt. S.S. UBEROI (Retd ), Businessmon. MR. AJAYVARADACHARY Publlcotions
Division Bomboy Noturol Historv Sociefu. PROF. SADANAND VARDE, Teocher ond former Mlnrsier of Educcltion. Govt of
Mohoroshtro.
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lndian Ambivalence

The five and half month economic
embargo on lraq and lraq-occupied
Kuwait affected lndia in more ways
than one. Shortages of oil hurt trans-
port and industry. Oil prices were hiked
when prices shot up in the world mar-
ket leading to a cascading effect on the
prices of other goods and commodi-
ties. Our foreign exchange reserves
dwindled. The balance of payments
position touched alarmingly low levels.

lndian labour from the highly skilled
to the unskilled returned home in their
thousands, straining in the process not
only their purse strings but that of the
Government of lndia which organised
the most massive airlift in recent histo-

ry at a cost of around Rs.250 crores.
NRI remittances dwindled to a trickle.
lndian businessmen lost contracts or
did not get paid for their deliveries.
Many must have been ruined.

With the war over, lndian expatriates
who fled Kuwait are waiting expectantly
to be called back. They may have a
long wait - if at all. The Kuwaitis have
rewarded the Americans, the British,
the French and others for their support
with huge contracts for the reconstruc-
tion of Kuwait. What about lndia? May-
be a few crumbs here or a few
sub-contracts there. But it will add up
to precious little.

The blame for this sorry state of
affairs can be squarely laid at the door
of our politicians 

- 
perhaps the stupi-

dest in the world except where their
personal interests are concerned.

At the United Nations Security
Council we voted in favour of the reso-
lution permitting the use of force. And
then we had the spectacle of lndia's
then foreign minister embracing Sad-
dam Hussein in Baghdad! lt is true that
thousands of lndians trapped in Kuwait
wanted to be out and were fleeing
across inhospitable deserts. Maybe our
foreign minister thought that the
embrace would make it easier for our
people to retuin home. But was it nec-
essary to be so effusive? Is it suggested,
even in retrospect, that anything less

would have endangered the lives of the
thousands of lndians in Kuwait? Could
we not have maintained our dignity as
a nation that had opposed lraq's inva-
sion of Kuwait.

Freedont First 6

lndio hos hod o cosy relolionship wilh lroq
lor two decodes. This is lorgely becouse
lroq represenls seculorism ond modernity
in o region dominoled by Muslim fundo-
menlolists ond leudol monorchies who
hove olwoys sympolhised with Pokislon.
Some ot lhese counhies hove given Poki-
ston militory oid, ond moy hove been lhe
source of orms senl through Pokislon lo
ler]orisls in lndio. At lhe losl meeling of lhe
Orgonisolion of lslomic Conlerence (OlC),
lroq wos the only counlry lo supporl
lndio's posilion on Koshmir On lhe eco-
nomic fronl, lroq provided credils lor the
Molhuro refinery ond occosionolly sold oil
on concessionol lerms lo lndio in lhe
{970s. lndion conkocts bogged lroqi con-
hocls tololling oround Rs. 5,000 croret
over lhe yeors.
This impressive lisl ot plus poinls needs
quoliticolion. lt is grolitying lo hove on OIC
member on our side bul even if we did nol
il would moke litlle ditterence lo the siluo-
laon in Koshmir. Neither the conlinuonce
nor exil ol Soddom will moke much differ-
ence lo lhe flow ol orms lhrough Pokiston
lo mililonts in lndio.
On lhe economic side, lroq's finonciol
ossislonce ended in lhe {970s ond Kuwoit,
Soudi Arobio ond lron hove been bigger
donors lo lndio. Our exporls lo lroq in
1989-90 tololled only Rs. {25 crores
ogoinsl Rs. '198 crores lo Kuwoil, Rs. 428
ctores lo SoudiArobio ond Rs.7'10 crores to
lhe UAE. As tor remillonces lrom lhe Gull,
lhere ore usuolly only 20,000 lndion work-
ers in koq ogoinsl '1.3 million in other Gull
countries. The conlrocts bogged in lroq
do nol lronslote inlo exporls trom lndio -lhe construclion equipmenl ond mochin-
ery ore purchosed olmosl exclusively
lrom olher counkies. The moin benelit lo
lndio is in lhe form of remillonces trom
conkocl lobourels, who number only o
tew lhousonds.
Finolly, lroq hos toiled lo poy lndio's con-
lroclors on lime righl lhrough the ,l980s,

wilh lhe resull lhol il now owes lhem more
lhon Rs. 9OO crores. This sum reiresenls
credils lndio hos been obliged lo give
hoq. A poor oil-imporling counhy hos, in
conlrovention of conkoct lerms, been
lorced lo linonce o much richer oil
exporler.
ln sum. lhe volue ol lhe Soddom regime
lo lndio is much less lhon is populorly
believed, ond ils end will nol hove mojol
odverse effecls. On lhe olhel hond lndio
could goin enormously from lhe end ol
lhe regime mosl likely lo corlelise oil in the
yeors oheod. lndio will hove problems,
perhops serious ones, wilh lhe emerging
Pox Americono. Bul this will be preferoble
to the Pox Soddom lhol would hove resull'
ed it the lroqi Presidenl hod succeeded in
keeping Kuwoil.
From on orlicle by Svyomlnqllron S. lnklotqrlo Alyqi
the rtn)es ol l"dp Jan2l

processionists on the streets cf
Ammbn or Cairo but to the people of
Kuwait and to Arab governments fight-
ing Saddam the message appeared to
be: lndia wants the best of both worlds.

Then came the refuelling issue
blown out of proportion by none other
than Mr. R.Gandhi and his coterie
whose main preoccupation was to
embarrass the Government they them-
selves had brought into existence and
this issue was as good as any. The
Chandrashekar government had taken
a very sensible stand by allowing US
military transport planes to refuel. But
he was put on the defensive. His
instincts told him he was doing the
right thing but his political survival
depended on the foolish men of the
Congress(l). So he made contradictory
statements obviously buying time. The
Americans rescued him from his
embarassment by announcing they did
not wish to create problems for the
lndian government. The Sri Lankans
stepped in to take on the chore.

lnterpreting the reluctance of lndia's
politicians as not being the act of a
friend the Kuwaitis have been studious-
ly indifferent to lndian offers of cooper-
ation. We therefore find ourselves at
the end of the queue to receive their
favours. Employment hopes, business
deals, constructions contracts may
pass us by.

On the other hand we can expect lit-
tle or nothing from lraq. Saddam is
bankrupt and we may have to wait a
long time before we get business
orders from lraq not to mention unre-
covered dues for work already exe-
cuted before the war.

The ambivalence of lndian policy
has been ascribed to the fact that
between August 1990 and March 1991
we had two governments and three for-
eign ministers. Is this a valid reason?
Politicians may come and go but don't
we have a continuing foreign service
establishment?

Another reason advanced for our
confused response is the fact that
though we supported Security Council
resolutions and took the position that
the annexation of Kuwait was wrong
our attitude began to change in favour
of lraq because of the terrible bom-
bardment of civilian areas in lraq. It was
one of fear, despair and sympathy for a
suffering people paying for the mis-
takes of a dictator.

But the damage had been done. We
sent out confusing sigrrals to the Arabs.
lndia may have been popular with Arab



lroq's toreign ministry lodoy crilicised
New Delhi for gronling retuelling tocililies
toAmericon mililory oircrotl ond ridiculed
the suggeslion thot il wos being done on
humonilorion grounds.

A communique reod over Boghdod
Rodio soid thql lhis onongemenl went
ogoinst the pilnciples ot lhe Non-Aligned
Movement, ot which lndio is o founding
member.

lhe Sun<toy Obsetuet, Feb.3

Nehru's legacy
To make matters worse was the afti-

tude of lndia's politicians who, with an
eye on the Muslim vote bank, subordi-
nated the country's economic interests
for short term political considerations.

And then there was that all impor-
tant fact that the allied forces that beat
lraq were led by the wicked Americans.

Right from the days of PanditJ.Neh-
ru we have gone out of our way to keep
our distance from the United States.
Nehru did not make any special effort
to conceal his personal dislikes. lt may
be recalled that when J.Stalin died
Nehru described him on the floor of
parliament as a 'man of peace'- the
man who according to Soviet sources
themselves is credited with the murder
of over three million Russians in cold
blood. The Soviet Union could do no
wrong. The Americans could never be
right. This was the crux of Nehru's for-
eign policy.

Thanks to the Nehruvian legacy
lndia's foreign policy lacks direction
because it has become too personali-
sed. Hence we continue to support the
Palestinians right or wrong; accorded
diplomatic recognition to the PLO but
continue to avoid diplomatic relations
with lsrael.

The buzzword in lndian foreign poli-
cy was non-alignment and now it is

l'Wvl. We are still in its shadow. Despite
superpower rivalry having faded out
and the cold war ended our policy
makers have yet to appreciate that
MM has lost its clout

This is not to say that genuine non-
alignment has lost its relevance. Even if
America has come out very well in this
war and even if much of our economic
interests are aligned with that of the US
we should not simply fall in line with the
US. This also means that we need a

foreign policy that takes care of our
national interests particularly our eco-
nomic interests.

While Nehru's bias made our policy
instinctively anti-American one impor-
tant reason that perhaps helped sell
this ant-Americanism to the lndian
people was the US arming of Pakistan.
But today when the US is trying to dis-
tance itself from Pakistan should we
not undertake a review of our foreign
policy perceptions?

We need also to consider if we need
a new identity, an Asian identity. We
need to think of getting closer to Paki-
stan and Bangladesh in terms of a wid-
er union.

Perhaps we also need to be more
reserved in offering unsolicited opin-
ions and learn to react selectively to
world events. To begin with we can
stop sermonising to all and sundry and
stop making ourselves a laughing
stock abroad. Perhaps we need to give
less importance to world affairs and
more to improving our country eco-
nomically. Unless we have a strong
base in our own home how can we car-
ry conviction abroad.

lf the government's policies were
arnbivalent and confused the attitude
of many of our intellectuals including
some well-known journalists and col-
umnists was, to say the least, most
peculiar.

Some called it a war against
Muslims; others, as an attack on the
third world. Some sought to justify
Saddam's annexation of Kuwait on the
ground that it was indeed lraq's 19th
province even comparing Saddam's
action to lndia's liberation of Coa from
the Portuguese.

They expressed much concern for
the victims of US bombing raids. No
such expression of concern was forth-

coming from these journalists and
intellectuals' for casualties on the other
side.

A letter signed by a number of such
'intellectuals' and published in the
press scaled the heights of absurdity. lt
condemned one side without recogni-
sing that the other side too had made
mistakes. These men denounced
America for warring against civilisation.
But noneof them said anything during
the five and half months when Saddam
was in occupation of Kuwait; his use of
foreigners as a human shield; his threat
to use chemical weapons against lsrael
which was not even a parly to the war
and even worse when Saddam used
chemical weapons against his own
people.

They even propagated the ingenious
lie that the war was a very devious way
of American imperialism luring Sad-

On issue ofler isue - on Afghonislon,
on Combodio - did we nol behove os o
clienl-stole, os o lockey? Did this not finish
wholever residuol regord we moy hove
commonded omong lhe non-oligned?
Dld such espousol not disoble us trom
performing even lhe troditionol tole, lhol
of o mediolor? lrlbs thot lhe woy to help
the people of lhese counhies? ln the end,
clid'it even help lhe Soviet Union ony more
lhon o lestimoniol llom Eulgotio did?

wb lionised the PLO. And lodoy we
bemoon lhe lerlorists here? Did lhol lioni-
sing not rule us oul of lhe role we hod
soughl lo ploy - ol mediotors? Did it nol
encouroge the PLO inlo o unsusloinoble
inhonsigence? And who hos lhol helped
in lhe end.

Reod lhe leller ogoin thol wos senl lo Bush

ond Soddom Hussein ol lhol penullimote
hour. Avoid wor... lhe honors ol it ... Peoce is

imperolive... lhe benediclions ol i1... ls lhere
o single procticol ideo in il? And yel so
much ol our inlervention is iusl this - on
urging ol lhe desirobles. "A negolioled sel-
llemenl" - we chonl thol whelher the
issue is Kuwoil or the Rom Jonombhoomi'
ond moke believe lhol in doing so we ore
soying something lhot is nol only prolound
bul olso specilic ond useful. To lhink onew,
lo be condid, even more so lo discovel
lhe woys lo overcome the problems lhol
dog us, we hove lo reolise lhol lodoy lhere
is lillle thol we hove lo teoch lhe world,
lhere is,in ony cose, nolhing lhe world sees
us fit enough to leoch ii: bul lhol lhere ore
o myroid things lhe rest ol lhe world hos lo
leoch us.

Arun Shdrle,
Nttt DA)' t .C, A

It's reolly sod lo reod thot US oirtorce
plones ore being reluelled in lndio during
Gulf rvor, thot too ol lhe expense of our
own domeslic consumplion. By ollowing
lhis lndio is nol only breqking ils neulrolity
but olso slroinlng its relolions wilh lroq. Lel
us not torget ihol lroq wos the only coun-
hy supporling us on lhe Koshmir issue
ogoinsl Pokiston. The presenl governmenl
by bloming lhe previous governmenl
cqnnol escope censure lor lhis ilresponsi-
ble ocl. lndio mighl lose mony mojor
developmenlol conlrocls in lroq il this
refuelling tocility is nol reviewed seriously
ond immediolely.

ll. lhulhbuddln, Eomboy
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dam into invading Kuwait. When Sad-
dam Hussein confided to the American
Ambassador in Baghdad that he
planned to walk into Kuwait, the lady
Ambassador reportedly told him it was
none of America's business. Why?
Because the US could then fight Sad-
dam Hussein and have an opportunity
to test its high tech weapons!

Comments by many of our colum-
nists on the Gulf conflict are intellectu-
ally dishonest. For about four months,
but to a greater degree during the six
weeks of the war these journalists took
mendacious and dishonest positions.
There were a few, a mere handful, who
were honest enough to point out that
on moral grounds, on the basis of
international law and in lndia's own
self-interest it would have been for bet-
ter for lndia to have unequivocally con-
demned lraqi aggression. But these
were exceptions.

Over the posl three weeks it hos
become more ond more obvlous lhol the
\tvlest underroled the resilience of the lroql
people. ll ossumed oll too reodily lhot,
r€volled by their repressive regime,lhe
people would greel the Us-led offensive
os o horbinger of lheir solvolion. Whol lhe
\l€st chose lo ignore wos the respecl-ond
even otfeclion Presidenl Soddom hos
eorned despile his iron-fisted rule lhonks
to the exlroordinoly etforls he hod
d€ployed lo emoncipote lroqi women, to
spreod educotion lo oll segments ol lhe
populolion ond lo keep prices of essenli-
ol commodities within the reoch of the
pooresl. The Wbst olso seems lo hove lok-
en lor gronled lhe low morole ot lroq's
ormed lorces. ll reckoned lhol ofler the
long-drown-oul bloody wor with lron lhe
forces would hove turned wor weory; in
foct lhey were beller steeled tor bottle
lhon lhe forces of ollionce. Finolly, in whol
oppeors in rekospect lo hove been o
monumenlol toilure ol inlelligence, lhe
West did not quile reckon wilh the meticu-
lous monner ln whlch lroq prepored itself
lo foce the mosl lormidoble chollenge lo
ils survivol. Token logelher, oll lhese devel-
opments ond hindsighls olso tend to
expose lhe chinks in the Wbsl's imposing
ormour: the nogging, even obdurole,
relusol ol lhe leoders of lhe mullinolionol
ollionce lo view o chollenge lo theit inter-
esls in o hisloricol perspeclive ond wilh
the requisite sensilivity lo notionolisl, cul-
turol ond religious senlimenls tor the
people of the developing world. lndeed
nolionolisrn, cullure ond religion funcllon
os bulworks ogoinsl ossoulls by superior
economic shenglh, overbeoring propo-
gondo ond dounling lechnology. This is

lhe dismol shope the wor in the Gult hos
loken o lillle more lhon three weeks otler
lhe slort of Operotion Deserl Slorm.

-, eJ :i;-rl ' t1e - ,cs c':: JJ f"l 1i

The inlliol Arob reoc?ion lo Mr. Roliv
Gondhi's stolemenl on lhe Gull lsue hos
been one ot grolilude ond encouroge-
ment. Grotifude fhol o lorge ond weighty
counlry hos repeoted fuob occusolions
lhol the coolllion hos exceeded ils
so-colled U.N. mondote ond encouroge-
menl becouse he bocked the demond
thot lhe U.N/U.S/U.K. role should be dls-
cussed ot o meeting of the securily
council.

Arob observers ole recolllng the prom-
inenl role thot lndlo under Nehru ployed
in the 1956 Suez crisis, wilh one Arob
observer commenling thot Mr. Gondhi's
sloiemenl'Hos lhe Nehru louch'.

The ropidly growing onger ogoinsl the
U.S"/U.K. is olso belng directed ol lhe U.N.
The secrelory-generol, in his usuol lelhor
gic woy, hos nol yel responded to on lroqi
request tor on imporliol commission to
obsgrve ond reporl on lhe coolillon oirfor-
ce ollocks on civllion lorgels in lroq.

On the polilicol front, there ls olso on
increosing oppreciolion in lhis oreo thol
"the rool of oll evil'is securiry council res-
olution 678 which disposed of the
prlnciple ol collecllve secuilty.

lndio could soon lind ltselt ln lhe some
bool os Jordon, depending on how vin-
diclive the U.S. would be. Vrloshington is
pulting the finonclol squeeze on Jordon
becouse of King Hussein's lost ongry ond
occusolory speech. lndio hos put in o
request to lhe lntemolionol Monetory
Fund for o $'1.5 billion loon, perhops rising
lo S 3 blllion or even $ 5 billion, which lhe
U.S. could block or scole down.

lf o squeez€ ls opplied lo lndio, thol
would moke cleor lhol the so-colled inter-
nbllonol ogencies ore reolly lnstrum€nts
of the U.S. pollcy (whlch hos be€n evidenl
lor some lime) ond if lndio does nol bow
lo lhot pressure ll would teoch lhe U.S. the
lesson lhol vindicliveness does not poy
ond could be counlerproduclive.

O. H. &n$n
lhe Sundoy nm6 of lndio,F€b.10

Why the Anti-Americanism?

One journalist asserted that histori-
cally and morally Kuwait belonged to
Iraq. He added that it was shameful that
Muslims assisted by foreigners were
killing fellow Muslims! ln other words it
was alright for Muslims to kill other
Muslims so long as they were not
assisted by. foreigners.

Then there was the editor who wrote
that there are hundreds of very impor-
tant archaelogical and historical areas
in lraq and this horrible war fuelled by
America and the West was going to
destroy these sites. Why? Because
adjoining these sites were armament
factories or military installations! He did
not consider it necessarv to ask whv
Saddam Hussein had, in the first place,

- i- --t :i'-

placed these factories or installations
next to these sites.

Later, when it was factually being
established that the lraqi army in retreat
went about destroying archaeological
and other monuments in Kuwait this
self-same writer was silenl

Yet another journalist pointed out
that the Americans were afraid of a land
war and hence the carpet bombing!

Todoy lndio enioys jusl slighlly more
oedibility in the communlty ol nolions
lhon Rowondo, Burundi or ony of lhe
nolions ol sub-Sohoron Afiico. ln o beloled
iniliolive, Soulh Block mondorins kied lo
corve out on lndion role in defusing the
Gulf wor. ll wos dismissed with the con-
lempl it deserved.

Perhops o few bumpkins ln rurol lndio
ore looled inlo lhinking lheir governm€nl is
out in tronl, shoping world evenls. ln lhe cit-
ies, lheir ontics moy spork o few loughs. Bul
oulside lndlo, nobody knows or cores whol
lhe czors of Soulh Elock lhlnk or do.

Ihus, lhe lrip by lorelgn mlnister V C
Shuklo to \trgoslovio ond his deputy to
Algerio found no menlion in ihe moinline
world medio. ll's o sote guess lhe medio in
those two count.ies olso ignored them.
Compore lhol to lhe coveroge on Door-
dorshon, All-lndio Rodio ond lhe lndion
press. You got ihe teeling lhol finolly o
peocelul solution lo lhe Gulf wor wos ot
hond: lndio ls on the lob.

It's llme lo expose lhis obsurd chorode.
\ive need lo look otresh ol lhe sources of
our lorelgn policy conducl: Cleor the con-
tusion thol ls cqused by lhe
smoke-ond-minors view ol lhe world; rec-
ognize lhot non-olignmenl wos on
extension ol the nolionolisl movement
ogoinsl lhe Biltish Roi; ond thot ol ils rool is

o gigontic inferiority complex, which
ofiecled our rulers'deolings wilh lhe $/esl,
o legocy of coloniol subiugqlion.

Like the Moholonobis modness, which
crippled our economy, non-olignment
robbed us of flexibility in foreign oflolrs.
Bolh spring lrom lhe onti-weslem chip on
lhe shoulders of lhe lndion privilegentsio:
The nexus of bureoucrois, polilicions ond
inte!lecluols.

Both doctrines moy hove served o pur-
pose, though il is debotoble whelher lhey
were ever intended lo do much morelhon
bestow privileges on lhe brown sohibs,
who look over lrom lhe Blitish. ln ony cose,
we musl ieltison lhem now tor lhey ore
holding o throbbing, pulsoting nolion to
ronsom, robbing our people of their vilolity.

The Gult wor otfers on excellenl oppor-
tunity lo review our loreign policy. lnsleod
the debole is being hijocked by vested
interesls who believe equivocotion is lhe
best response. To lhis end, lhe pdvilegenl-
sio hos lounched on oll out offensive to
persuode people lhol the old yordslicks
opply lo the presenl situolion.

:r;w :iu,)rdi Jo;eris, ieu3
I'
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They were scared of facing the "mother
of all battles."

And there was this other press pundit
who warned thai if Saddam lost, funda-
mentalist forces in India like the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad would become stronger
because Muslims would be demorali-
sed. Therefore Saddam Hussein had to
win if lndia had to have communal har-
mony.

These'intellectuals' and journalists
made out Saddam to be a martyr with a
cause. True he was being battered by
the Americans but he was a coura-
geous fighter who would ultimately
teach the Americans a lesson.

Why were these intellecutals so con-
fused? Why were so many of them pro-
Saddam, anti-American and anti-West?

Among the reasons is perhaps arr
element of racism in reverse. The criti-
cism that it is an attack on a third world
country is an example of this kind of
reverse racialism. Does it mean that
countries in the third world are free to
aggress against one another? lt is a
case of 'Brown' uersus 'White' 

- The
Brown man right or wrong.

Perhaps our anti-white, anti-
Americanism has a deeper reason. The
democratic systems existing in the
West are a threat to those in power in
the country. Even the antagonism to
the English language can be explained
by the fact that English opens windows
to democratic values such as account-
ability.

Ihe US led wor in lhe Gull is doily
becoming more horrendous ond inhu-
mon. The eorlier limiled obleclives pro-
posed ol 'detending' Soudi fuobio ond
lhen 'liberoting' Kuwoit hove now been
swomped in o polenlly impgriolisl design
lo destroy lroq ond lroqi society ond diso-
ble the counlry from lunclioning notmolly
for ony number ol yeort / -,'

Ihe UN Resolulion No 678, which ilsell is

o viololion ol the UN Chorter, hos been
cold-bloodedly hijocked lowords this pur-
pose. Ihe UN syslem hos shomelessly obdi-
coled ony semblonce ol ils role in whol
hos become one of lhe mosl crilicol con-
flicl zones in lhe inlernolionol oreno in
modern history.

ll is olso depressing lo nole thol both
the Soviet Union ond Chino hove
remoined olmosl possive speclotors lo lhis
dongerous developmenl.

All lhis hos serious implicolions lor peo-
ple oulside lhe Weslern ollionce.

A mojor Ihird Wbrld counlry linds it3elt
olone locing lhe combined onsloughl ol
more lhon 25 nolions. All norms ol ethicol

I wos nol olwoys successtul in encour
oging other notions lo condemn Soviel
oggression.

When lndiro Gondhi wos re-elected os
Prime Minisler of lndio, lcolled lo congrol-
ulole her ond to osk lor her views
regording our hosloges in lron ond lhe
Soviet presence in Afgonislon. She wos
polile but cool. ll wos obvious thot she did
not wish lo discuss onything ol substonce.
Wilhin o few doys I leorned why. The lndion
Representotive's speech in the United
Notions wos os slrongly supportive of the
Soviel invosion os were those of Czecho-
slovokio ond Viet Nom. Even Cubo wos
more relicenl in ils proise thon lndio.

Jlmrry Corler
Memois ol o Prcsidenl

Or was the intellectuals' support for
Saddam the natural support that nor-
mally goes to the underdog? Was it this
kind of an emotional response which
influenced intellectual perceptions? lf
this is the case then why was not Kuwait
perceived as the underdog? Was it
because events moved so quickly that
the conflict was seen not as an lraq-
Kuwait dispute but as a US-lraq one?

Our intellectuals from the extreme
left to the extreme right are alt influ-
enced by the West - all are creations
and children of the West. Leftist intellec-
tuals know this and seek to assert their
intellectual independence. Should not
one feel sorry for them rather than
attack them?

lf this is so then aren't our intellectu-
als who wish to assert their indepen-

ond civilized conducl hove been set
oside, enobling o hideous exhibilion of
lechnologicol borborism on o scole lhot
lor exceeds lhe US ecologicol devoslotion
of Vielnom.

The Vielnom wor evenluolly generoted
enormous protest nol only irom Third
\ lcrld counkies bui olso ftom wilhin lhe
vveslem loclcilgr lhem6e'fves. Ihe Gult wot
hos olso roised mossive prolests which ore
being sedulously ignored by lhe medio.
We wonl concerned citizens ond groups
every where to redouble their prolesls so
os lo prevoil on lheir governments lo coll
o holt lo the mullinolionol deslruclion of
lroq.

The ossoull on lhe people ol lloq
should now be seen os <rn ollock on the
people of the Third Vtbrld os o whole. \l'le
sufler in sympolhy lhe poin coused lo the
cilizens ol lhe beleoguered counhy.

ll couses us shome ond onguish lhol
lhe Governmenl of lndio hos conlinued lo
moinloin o posilion ol neuholity in lhese
circumslonces. By odopting such o slond,
lhe governmenl is guilty ol condoning, il
nol conniving w:lir, lhe wor crimes being

dence no more than children daring
their elders. Should we then take them
seriously at all?

lf Saddam was perceived as the
underdog was he an underdog when he
invaded Kuwait on August 2? For five
and half months thereafter the murder,
rape, torture and systematic looting of
Kuwait by the underdog, did not make
these children-intellectuals feel for
Kuwait. But the moment this conupt
dictator started getting pounded our
intellectual adolescents feel for the
underdog. Such is the warped perspec-
tive of some of our so-called intellectu-
als.

Or is it that we have still not shed the
colonial hangover and therefore tend to
automatically oppose any stand that
America or the West takes?

By calling il Jihad or holy war Sad-
dam Hussein, who until then was a sec-
ularist among lslamic fundamentalists,
sought to mobilise fuab and Muslim
support. Arab countries that opposed
him were denounced as kafrs (non-
believers or infidels). This attempt to
give the war the colouring of a crusade
with Saddam Hussein as a modern-day
Sltadin would have been laughed out
of court were it not for the fact that his
ploy worked not only among most
Arabs in the Middle East but also
among large numbers of Muslims in
other parts of the world demonstrating.
the successful selling of a lie.

perpeholed by the US-led multinotionol I
forces. Disloncing ourselves trom such o
slond, we declore:

Thol the wor ogoinst ltoq hos now
become o worogoinsl civilised people oll
over lhe plonel;

Thoi the gross, borboric ollocks on
civilion cenlres, especiolly on women ond
children, be declored os wor crimes;

Ihot oll Third World nolions come for-
word lo denounce lhe US-led ossoull on
lroq, generole movemenls ol solidority in
lovour of lroq's righl to survive os o nolion;

Ihot lhe position ol neutrolity odopted
by lhe lndion governmenl is unoccepl-
oble to us;

Thot the lndion governmenl lorthwilh
concel oll locilities gronled lo US oircrotl
ol lndion inslollolions ond oilporls.

Slgn.d by Polnl lolhorl, Nlktll Clrohffirlhy, VP.
Xtlthno ly.r, &hb l{ondy, Clouab AhEt.lr lndlro Jol-
rhg, slroalll Qdmhondmn ond 160 olh.r concam.d
clllranr

fhe hderenden| Febrrcrv '18, 1991
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There is much oboul lhis wor lhol hos
very lrighlening implicolions tor noi just us
bul lhe whole world. The Americons hove
o cowboys ond lndians (goodies ond
boddies) opprooch lo lile lhol is noive
ond dongerous. ln their zeol lo try ond slo-
bilize lhe region lhol provides most of lhe
world's oil lhey could end up destoblizing
il lor good. We ore olso nol lhe only ones
who ore honified by ihe locl lhol the
bombing of lhe Boghdod hos been dehu-
monized lo the point lhol il hos seemed
moinly like some high-lech video gome.
Bul, surely, our concerns oboul lhese
lhings, our voice in the world, will be poid
much more ollenlion to if we ore seen to
be foir.

Wb hove every righl lo condemn in lhe
skongesl possible lerms lhe bombing ot
lhe oir roid sheller in Boghdod. We hove
every righl lo be sickened by lhe slories of
wounded children in Boghdod's hospitols.
But why were we so silent when Soddom
Hussein used poison gos on Kurdish villqg-
ers. The world Press wos tull of piclures ol
deod women ond children huddled

logelher, in desperole, losl minule
oltempls lo escope fhe gos, bul in the
lndion Press lhere were hcrdly ony con-
demnolory editoriols, nor even ony firsl-
hond news reporls. We need lo osk
ourselves why. Our polilicol leoders olso
ignored whot wos hoppening ond thele
wosn'l so much os holl o demoslrolion ol
protest. Agoin we need lo osk ourselves
why. Even now while the Gulf Wor hos
been on. lhe Soviet Union hos been hov-
ing ils own little privote sideshow in lhe
Boltic republics. Our governmenl hos nol
mode much noise oboul innocenl,
unOrmed people being mowed down by
Russion lonks, nor hove ony ol our olhet
politicol leoders. ls il preoccupotion wilh
lhe Gull Wbr or only our usuol double
stondords?

So swepl owoy hove we been by our
lhird-worldism thol we hove ocluolly lur
ned Soddom Hussein inlo o hero. We hove
conveniently forgotlen lhol this is the
some mon who hod buill o repulolion
worldwide tor being o rulhless dictolor, o
mon who execuled people for doring to

speok ogoinsl him. Amnesty lnternolionol
hove given us ony number of reporls
which provide detoils of children who
hove been lorlured ond execuled in
Eoghdod's joils ond even of infonts who
hove been deliberolely storved in lronl ol
lheir porents lo exlroct contessions. yet,
Soddom's pictures, lhese doys, groce lhe
homes of mony on lndion Muslim.

Polls indicole thot this possion tor Sod-
dom is nol shored by most Hindus ond in
Ghoziobod lhis divide recenlly resulled in
riols. lt wos o pro-Soddom procession thol
coused lhe houble becouse Hindus sow it
os on oilempt lo disrupl o more polriotic
funclion celebroling Republic Doy.

The Hindus soid, olleruords, thol it
onnoyed lhem lhot Muslims were olwoys
oligning lhemselves wilh toreign Muslim
couses insleod ol lhinking oboul whol wos
going on here. The Muslims, for lheir port.
poinled out lhol lhey were only following
'lhe poth shown by our counlry's leoders'.

From TqylEn Slngh'3 column i^ the hdpn Ex|r'ess
Februory 24, '1991

lntellectuals Response

A Muslim member of the Maharash-
tra Legislative Assembly declared at a
public meeting that the war was not a
religious issue and observed that one
did not win a war with the blessings of
Allah. One needed weapons. He was
actually trying to pinpoint Saddam's dif-
ficult military position. This speech so
infuriated local Muslims that his effigies
were burnt at a number of places!

Allah or Cod was, in fact, invoked by
Saddam, Saudi Arabia, and even Bush
who invoked the Lord's blessings.
lndeed Cod must have been placed in
an embarrassing position.

While the lndian intellectual (largely
of the leftist variety) either prevaricated
or supported Saddam, the ordinary
lndian's response was more intelligent
and sensible.

According to him, Prime Minister
Chandrashekar did two skillful things:
he allowed the refuelling of US military
planes and he submitted his resignation
catching everyone by surprise.

The ordinary man is sorry for Sad-
dam who was perceived as a friend of
lndia. Did he not always, support the
lndian position on Kashmir? But he
miscalculated and did not use the many
opportunities he had to get out of
Kuwait before it was too late. He could
well have avoided so much death and
destruction.

The average lndian laughs at Rajiv
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Candhi's trip to Moscow to make peace
in the Gulf and of V.C. Shukla the then
foreign minister doing the same at
Teheran. Until now, says the common
man, only outsiders laughed at our
sense of self-importance. Now we too
cannot help but laugh.

There is much anger that govern-
ment's policies have resulted in our los-
ing a great and profitable opportunity to
participate in the rebuilding of Kuwait.
So many lndians who fled Kuwait may
not get the chance to return.

The ordinary man is now better
informed. ln a sense Doordarshan has
already lost its monopoly. Thanks to
dish antennas, satellite TV, cable TV
networks and video news cassettes the
ordinary folk living in the towns and cit-
ies of lndia no longer have to depend
on Government radio and TV for news

- mostly one-sided. As a result he,
more than the politician, has appreciat-
ed what has happened in Eastern
Europe and wonders why we are more
loyal than Russia or China to the cause
of 'progressivism'. Why, he asks, should
lndia hold that Flag as though. lndia is
the last bastion of socialism.

ln all this, the dissatisfaction of the
younger generation is very obvious.
Most young men have approved the
manner in which Saddam was brought
to heel. Some even wonder why the

west Eengol's Morxists ore lurning
cheer-leoders lor Presidenl Soddom
Hussein. By rooling for lhe lroqi supre-
mo, who is now engoged in o for
owoy wor, lhe Morxisls lhink lhey con
diverl populor otlention from the polil-
icol ond economic issues conironling
lhem in the Stole.

Mr. Soddom Hussein's cunent pop-
ulority in lhe leltisl circles in the Stole
hos much lo do with three toclots. Firsl,
compoigns in fovour of lroq, on lslomic
nolion, in the letlisl colculolions, will
help in exercising greoler conhol on
lhe minorilies who ore imporlont lor
winning ony eleclion. They will be dou-
bly so in lhe coming Lok Sobho
eleclion where communolism would
most cerloinly ploy o vilol role. Sec-
ond, wilh the Gulf wor cloiming on
over-riding priority over oll Soddom-
reloled compoigns, by highlighting
the USA os on inlernolionol villoin, lhe
shrewd Morxists knows lhol oll onli-
Morxisl progrommes would now lose
lheir sling.

ln foct, the Morxisls' public oiring ol
concern for Mr. Hussein being demon-
slroled in rollies, processions ond
demonslrolions hos lorced the Con-
gress (l) lo pul oll ils onli-lell tronl
compoigns in limbo. Congressmen
know well lhol crilicisms ogoinsl Mr.

Jyoli 8osu, lhe Wbsl Bengol Chiel Minis-
ler ond lhe tronl would nol cul much
ice wilh the people who, in o disploy of
Third World solidority ore oll in fovour ol
Presidenl Soddom Hussein

Moloblko Bhqllqchoryo
n,Lri. Fror-sj lon22



For lndio, the siluolion is nol lundomenlolly
dissimilor to thot which prevoiled in lhe
ottermolh of lhe deteol ol the Oltomon
empire in '19'18. The Sullon ol Turkey,
Mohommed Ali hod then orgued, is the
vice-regent ol God himselt, on emperor
ond Pope in one, ond combining in him-
self os lhe successor or Coliph of our
Prophet... lhe two-lold lunclion which is lhe
logicol sequence ol lhe most rotionol
obhorrence lhol lslom hos tor ony loceroF
ing seporolion between lhings lemporol
ond lhings spiriluol... Moholmo Gondhi, ll
moy olso be recolled, endorsed the Khilo-
tol movemenl on lhe ground thol lhe
ollionce would secure Mohommedon
friendship tor lhe Hindus ond lhereby inter
nol peoce olso...
The disoslrous consequences ot lhis move-
ment for lndion nolionolism ore well
known. For lrom cemenling communol
omity, lhe Khilolot movemenl provided
legitimocy lo lhe mosl regressive hends in
lndion lslom. Despile lhe implicit belief
omong non-Muslim notionolisls thot lhe
Khilofol lssue would nol moleriolly otfecl
lndion polilics, since lhe country wos in no
reol posilion lo delermine lhe lerms ol the
heody ol Sevres, the movemenl eslob-
lished lhe religious underpinnings of
Muslim mobilisolion.
The some Muslim rodicols who enlered
inlo on underslonding with the Congress
during lhe non-co-operolion movement
were loler io chompion seporolism on lhe
ground lhot seculor nolionolism no longer
olfered onylhing specilic lor Muslims.
Equolly signiliconl, lhe Khilolot movemenl
gove sonclity lo lolenl pqn-lslomic lend-
encies ond legilimised the principle of
exlro-lerriloriolity. ln shorl, il subverted
composiie lndion notionolism.
Todoy, shorl-sighled politicions wilh on eye
lo lhe Muslim vole ore repeoling lhe
Moholmo's Himoloyon blunder lroq ond
Polesline ore ropidly becoming symbols of
lhe new Khilofol, ond lhe Arobisolion ol
lndion lslom, The consequences for lhe
counlry ore frightening.
From on or|cle by Srcpon Dorgupto
ihe ttnes ol lndp. Jon 3A

Americans stopped short of Baghdad
leaving the business incomplete.

Most lndians would like to see a res-
toration of India's national pride instead
of being the laughing-stock that our
politicans have reduced us to.

It is easy to be wise after the event.
Very few expected the war to be what it
turned out to be. Nor did many expect
its rather anti-climatic end.

When the USA transported its troops
from across thousands of miles and
assembled its state-of-the-art weaponry
snide comments bordering on ridicule
were made by columnists. Remember,
they said, Saddam's troops are battle
hardened after their 8-year war with
lran. Look at the US soldiers on the oth-
er hand. They are kids who would never
be able to withstand the rigours of des-
ert warfare. This was the tone in most
press reports.

Then came the bombing raids. The
skies were curiously free of lraqi jets
and helicopters. CNN's coverage
showed what push button warfare was
all about.

The carpet bombing of lraqi cities
came in for much criticism, even con-
demnation. Despite the precision
bombing of military targets in an effort
to destroy the lraqi war machine,
bombs did stray off course and hit civil-
ian areas. The bunker in Baghdad
which was hit and resulted in large civil-
ian casualties was the instance most
highlighted of US inhumanity. The US
claim (which has yet to be proved) that
the bunker was in military use and that
they were surprised that it was occupied
by civilians met with derision. On the
other hand the press had little to say of
Saddam's deployment of Scud missiles
aimed at random at Riyadh, Daharan,
Tel Aviv etc which resulted in casualties
and damage to buildings in residential
areas.

It is not very intelligent or logical to
say that US missiles were deliberately
aimed at civilian targets. These are
expensive systems that cost crores of
rupees. lt does not help the war effort
which was to destroy lraq's armed
capability.

Viewers of Doordarshan were edu-
cated on the impregnable barriers set
up by the lraqis on the Saudi-Kuwaiti
border to prevent enemy troops
marching in. And even if the allies
managed to negotiate the barrier there

The lroqi leoder's piclures hove been sell-
ing like hot cokes ol Rs. 6 eoch, even os
mony shops in cenlrol Bomboy hove pul
up pro-Soddom slogons. One Urdu iour-
nolisl cloims lhol people will noi buy o
newspoper which soys lroq is losing, even
os one edilor odmils ihoi his poper does
nol wonl lo demorolise reoders by high-
lighting lroq's loses.
lndeed, ediloJiol commenis on Mr. Hus-
sein hove undergone o perceplible shitl
in Urdu newspopers over lhe post lew
monlhs. When lhe invosion ol Kuwoil first
took ploce, oll Urdu newspopers unequiv-
ocolly condemned lhe lroql leoder. The
momenl ihe Americons deployed o vosl
militory force in the Gulf, ond Mr. Hussein
roised the Polestine quesllon, il wos on
enlirely dilterenl boll gome.
loldfp Sord$sl
lhe nmes ol lndio. Jo .24

lay in wait the elite Republican Guard

- the pride of Saddam's army. When
the OS Army and its allies started rol-
ling into Kuwait we waited with bated
breath for the "mother of all battles" to
begin. It turned out to be a battle that
never was.

ln lhe wove of sympothy lo1 the
'underdog' lhol is sweeping ocross the
Third \4brld, including lndio, lhe criminolity
bf Soddom Hussein's ocllon ln onnexing
Kuwoit oppeors to hove been lololly tor
gollen. Thol, ol course, is not ollogelher
surprising given lhe omnesio the public
periodicolly suffers lrom. \Mrot is olorming,
however, is thol omong seclions of the
Soddomiles lhere is hordly ony recogni-
iion of lhe locl lhot the lloqi dictolor is

now o porty lo the liquidotion ol his own
people. His stubborn refusol to wilhdrow
trom Kuwoit ond his continued delusions
of uliimolely bloodying Uncle Som's nose
hove combined to ihreoten lloq's pulveri-
soiion. One of lhe world's oldesl
civilisolions, lroq is under threot of being
olmosl oblileroled from lhe loce of the
eorth by lhe lime lhe wor ends. The hoqi
diclolor hos olwoys prided himself ot his
notive cunning ond fobled wiles. Surely,
he is not blind, ol ieosl nol now, to lhe reol-
ity thot lroq simply connot win the wor?

To put lhe onus for peoce on lroq is nol
lo suggesl thol lhe Americon wor oims ore
droped in impeccoble honour. The US,
quite cleorly, wishes lo destroy lroq, prob-
obly even divide it, ond estoblish
hegemony over the world's oil supplies. ln
o unipolor world, lhis could hove donger-
ous implicolions. There is no doubl lhot in
time lhe rest ot the world will resisl the US

ocquisilion ot hegemony. Bul Soddom
musl reolise thol by his dogged relusol to
respond lo voices ol reoson, he is moking
the Americon tosk thol much eosier, nol
more ditticull.

Edltorlql ln
'l,c rurrJJ! Ooserlel ieU 1U

Not Atooq, I

A,'o,, ltld'i; ll;

Freedom First 1 I



Hos Soddom Hussein's willingness lo
loke on oll comers courted demogrophic
disosler? Perhops lloq con rebuild iis eco-
nomic bose with pelro-dollors ofter its

eighl-yeor wol wilh lron ond ils bollle now
wilh lhe mosl powerlul ormies of the world.
But the loss ot populotion lhol occompo-
nied lroq's defeot will odd o bitter demo-
grophic pill lo the hord medicine lhol his
hoples counhy musi now swollow.

lrqq, with o lolol ol oboul '19 million
people, simply does nol hove o lorge
populolion lo begin with. An eslimoled
holt million lroqi lroops were deployed in
fhe Kuwoil oreo olone. Aboul holl ot lroqi
moles oge '18 lo 45 hod been inducled
inlo Soddom's ormy, o huge proportion by
ony slondord. Press teports lhol Soddom
hod been driven lo inducl {7-yeor-olds
indicole bolh lhol Soddom wos olreody
teeling o populolion pinch - ond lhol he
wos inditferenl lo il.

Allhough lh€ loss in lroqi lite would
surely hqve been much greoter if, os Sod-
dom expecled, lhe coolition hod woged
o lronlol oltock- ond if lhe lroqis hod nol
reheoled - lhe wor moy still intlicl o sig-
niliconl demogrophic shock. The number
ot lroqi moles ln thell twenlies is eslimoled
by lhe VJorld Bonk lo be obout '1.5 million,
so lhot the number ol killed ond seriously
wounded - lhoughl now to be os high os
'100,000 ond potentiolly mony more - is o
proporlion thqt looms lorge indeed. To the
physlcqlly lniured musl be odded on
odditionol, pehops very lorge, number of

'shell-shocked" velerons who will hove
greot ditficulty le-enlering society.

ln lhe 1980-88 lron-lroq Wor, bolh sides
suffered. But lron could beller wilhstond
300,000 deod on ils populotion bose ot
over 50 million thon lroq could iis eslimot
ed loss ol '120,000. The combined cosuol-
lies ol two recenl wors hove loken o deep
bile oul ol |roq's demogrophic profile.
lndeed, lroqi wor mortolity in the '1980s wos
bod enough lo lower overoge lile expecl-
oncy lor moles subslonliolly. From jusl '1980
lo '1982, lhe U.S. Census Bureou eslimoles
lile expecloncy tor lroqi moles dropped
10 lull yeors, from 60 lo 50, ond did nol tully
recover unlil '1989.

Betore hoslililies, lroq hod one ol ihe
highesl populolion glowlh roles in lhe
world, olmosl 4 percenl, o role lueled by
one of lhe highesl birlh roles. Absenl wor
mortolity, demogrophers expecled hoq's
populolion lo reoch more thon 50 million
by 2020. Persumobly, lroqi leoders see
exponsive populotion growth os o woy to
enhonce lhe country's influence in the gull
region.

The grievous loll lrom hoq's two recenl
wors could hove untoreseen regionol
polilicol consequences...

...While one's view mighl be lhol o
smoller populotion is ocluolly beller in lhe
long run, lhol probobly wos not Soddom's
inlenlion lor lodoy's lroq.

Cod Houb, Dlrclor ol lnlolmfid ond :ducollon,
Fopulollon leLranca luraou.

Guotdion WeklyMorch 10. 91

When the rout began Saddam Hus-
sein suddenly proclaimed his decision
to withdraw from Kuwait. That was the
signal for a chorus in the Press
demanding that the US must stop the
war now that Saddam had agreed to
leave Kuwait.

Wars are fought by Generals not
politicians. Wars have their own
momentum. An enemy on the run has
to be defeated decisively and not allow-
ed to re-group. Saddam's soldiers had
not surrendered. They were on the run.
They were chased, annihilated and
their armour destroyed.

Then there was another outburst of
criticism when the US Army entered
lraq in a flanking manoeuwe to seal off
the retreat of the Republican Guards.
By doing this, said these critics, the US
had gone beyond the 0N mandate
which was limited to restoring Kuwaiti
sovereignty.

Was this reasonable criticism? The
issue was no longer confined td the
restoration of Kuwait sovereignty. lt was
to ensure that Saddam would cease
being a threat to his neighbours.

The impact of this high-tech war on
the Soviet military has been profound.
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Precision targetting, the interception of
the Soviet-supplied Scud missiles by
American Patriot missiles and the man-
ner in which American planes could fly
at will evading Soviet's supplied radar
and other electronic devices have con-
vinced the Soviet military establish-
ment that they are two generations
behind the Americans,

This will result in pressure on Corba-
chev for greater spending on arma-
ments. lf the Soviet President yields to
this pressure it would introduce a new
element in the international situation.

Regordless ol its success or otherwise
in lhe Gulf, Americo's gigontic wor eflorl
hos cloimed o cosuolty oulside lhe bottle
zcne: lhe ideo of o strong, independent
Europe. Wbshingion's western ollies do nol
seem lo be oltogether comforloble with
lhe wor, despile lhe declining populor
hoslility to it os reflected in opinion polls.

Ihe wor is besl seen os o powerful
otlempt by the U.S. lo estoblish tull
hegemony over ils ollies, reverse its
decline ond regoin ils politicol-economic
pre-eminence by militory meons. Only the
noive wlll believe thot lhe rise ot Jopon
ond Germony os economic powers is lon-
tomount lo the orrivol of even holt o
superpower. Despite ils decline, the U.S.

remoins the lorgesl economy in the Wbst
in oulput ond resource endowment qnd
exceeds lhe whole of MTO Europe in size.
Besides, lhe economic correloles ol
superpower slolus musl nol be conlused
wilh its bosic chorocler. 'lmperiol over-
stretch" con iisell sketch lor decodes. The
U.S. moy nol succeed in ils seorch lor unol-
loyed supremocy. But lhe seorch is o
reolity.

From on orlicle by Pnlul lldvvol in

fhe fires ol lndio. Feb.1

The other remarkable achievement
of the United States was the superb
logistics management involving the
movement of five hundred thousand
men and thousands of tons of equip-
ment across thousands of miles and
their effective deployment.

We also saw the management of an
electronic war and the policy of con-
trolled escalation - where force is
used but always under control.

And finally the manner in which the
USA conducted its overall policy in
coordination with 38 nations pulling in
different directions, by the use of a vari-
ety of techniques from outright arm-
twisting to literally btrying support, was
in itself a great achievement.

Who made Saddam llussein militirr-
ily so strong as to be able to feel that he
could hold out against a superpower

and its allies? None other than the
superpower and its allies!

Iraq's army was the fourth largest in
the world. The Scud missiles were sup-
plied by the Soviet Union - and
improved upon by the French. All tire
land mines which were so liberally scat-
tered across the desert and in Kuwait
were bought from the United States.
Germany built the plants that manufac-
tured chemical and biological weap-
ons. The bunkers were built with
Cerman and Japanese technology.

ls not the USA guilty of double-
standards in its international relations?
It was quick to go to war with lraq to
enforce UN resolutions but has not dis-
played the same concern when lsrael
has repeatedly defied UN resolutions to
vacate the territories it has occupied in
the West Bank.

On the other hand, without condon-
ing Israel, is there not a qualitative dif-
ference - lsrael fights for her right to
survive as a nation whereas Saddam's
lraq had imperialist ambitions.

But US action against lraq has now
provided the UN with a precedent to
put pressure on lsrael to vacate the
lands it has occupied.

Then there is the other example of
double-standard: When Khomeini took
US diplomats as hostage the US took
lran to the World Court charging lran
with violation of international law. But
when Nicaragua complained of the
mining of Managua harbour by the US
Navy and the World Court ruled against
the US it refused to accept the World
Court's verdict.

While lsrael's continued occupation
of the West Bank is indefensible it
should be remembered that when lsra-
el was created in 1984, 53% of Pales-
tine was given to the Jews and 47% lo
the Arabs. lsrael accepted the UN
Award but under Nasser's instigation
the Arabs did not and attacked Israel as
a result of which the Arabs lost their
land.

Thus the Palestinian problem was
complicated by the Arabs themselves.

It may also be recalled that for 19
years the territories now occupied by
lsrael were in the hands of the Palestin-
ians. But they did not establish a State
there.

Even today the Palestinians keepr
saying that the establishment of the
Palestinian State is the beginning -

not the end. The end is to drive lsrael
into the sea.

ln the Qulf War Yasser Arafat and his
PLO chose Saddam Hussein who, for
his own purposes, proclaimed himself
as the champion of the Palestinian
cause. Yet, for the last thirty years the
PLO was liberally financed by Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait and the other Arab
countries.

The flip flop West Asio policy of the Uni-
ed Stoles helped lroq ocquire hi-lech from
Americon firms thol eifher did nol know or
did noi core oboul lhe mililory implico-
lions of the lechnology lhey were selling io
Boghdod.

Atter o 17-yeor stond-oft thot otficiolly
ended in ,1984, lhe Reogon ond Bush
odminiskolions regorded Soddom Hus-
sein's regime os o bulwork ogoinsl
neighbouring lron's lslomic fundomerilol-
ism till the lroqi occupotion of Kuwoit on
August 2. This policy of embrocing lroq did
not chonge even ofter Mr. Hussein's belli-
cose poslures since the beginning of this
yeor.

Americo's current Wesl Asion bete no,-
re, consequenlly hod unlimiled occess to
duol-use lechnology lhol is civilion equip-
menl wilh polentiol mililory opplicolions,
lhol il used lo develop ils ulho-modern
Sood {6 oircrofl complex ond build its
mustord gos copocity.

'll wos U.S. policy lo supporl commer-
ciol trode wilh lroq,' Dennis Kloske, the
Bush leom's Under-Secrelory for Exporl
Adminislrolion, told lhe Vl/oll Sheel Jounol
in o recenl inlervievr

The honeymoon, in tocl, doled bock lo
August {982 when the CIA estoblished o
Wbshinglon-Boghdod link lo provide lroqis
wilh belter ond fosler inlelligence lrom US

solellites during the high noon of ihe lron-
lroq wor. Ihe lhen CIA director, Williom
Cosey, mel senior lroqi otliciols lo ensure
lhe new chonnel wos lunclioning ond to
encouroge more ollocks on lron, especi-
olly on economic lorgels, occording lo
the guru of investigotive journolism, Ihe
WAshinglon Posts Bob Woodword.

ln his beslselling book, VEIL: Ihe Secret
\ ftlrs ol lhe CIA .1981-'1987, Vlbodword
points lo lhe CIA hond in lhe surprise mid-
Augusl 1982 bomb ottock on lhe lronion oil
lerminol ol Sini lslond, which hod been
considered immune lrom lroqi roids
becouse of lhe dislonce.

Weslern medio reporls suggesl thot
from lhe mid-'1980s lo lhe eve of Kuwoil's
occupolion lhe U.S. commerce Deporl-
menl opproved more thon 600 licences
for 54.5 billion worlh ol highjech exporls,
mosl of which ore now believed lo hove
been diverleC lo lroq's missile, chemicol
ond nucleor weopons developmenl pro-
grom. The Delence Deporlmenl opproved
o signiticonl proporlion ol lhe soles.

Sourl.h lhollochoryyq
it:.1D: [\pt.ss ,o. i2
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Woshinglon - The Persion Gulf Wbr hos
been on environmenl coloslrophe thol
hos polsoned lhe oir, lond, ond seo ond
could lhreolen the heollh of millions ot
people, occording lo scienlisls ond envi-
ronmenlol speciolists. Hundreds ol uncon-
lrolled oil tires ore spewing toxic smoke
thot hos obscured lhe sun ond plunged
the oreo inlo semi-dorkness.

Vosl oil slicks lhol ore killing gull morine
life, woter pollulion lrom row sewoge ond
the devoslolion ol lhe trogile deserl ecol-
ogy by lonks, hucks ond soldiers oll could
hove serious long{erm consequences.

ln oddition, unknown omounls ol poi-
sonous chemicols Irom bombed lroqi foc-
tories ond lveopon slockpiles, ond of
corcinogenic uronium slivers trom ormor
piercing ollied shells, moy hove been
releosed into the olmosphere. Tens ol
lhousonds ol unexploded lroqi lond
mines could lhreoien humons ond live-
slock lor decodes. Millions ot tons ol rub-
ble lrom blosled buildings ond mony
lhousonds of wrecked lrucks, lonks ond
cors ore expecled lo be dumped inlo the
desert.

ln lhe worst cose, severol experls soid,
the tires roging ol more lhon 500 Kuwoiti
oil wells will burn for yeors, blockening lhe
sky wilh sullurous goses ond loxic porlicles
ond lhreotening crops ond woler supplies
os for owoy os Pokislon...

'Ihe Persion Gulf \r,br moy lurn oul lo
be lhe mosl environmenlolly destruclive
conflicl in lhe hislory of worlore,' Chrislo-
pher Flovin, vice presidenl for reseorch ol
lhe \r/orldwotch lnslitule, soid ol o news
conterence. His colleogue Michoel Ren-
ner, o reseorch scientist, colled il 'on
unprecedenled olmospheric disosler....
on enormous unplonned experimenl in
lhe olmosphere.'

Token togelher, the severol oil spills in
lhe Persion Gull ore omong lhe biggest
ever ond opporently hove wiped out Sou-
di Arobion shrimp beds ond inllicled
heovy domoge on seo bircts, lurlles ond
corol reefs.

All 950 ol Kuwoit's wells were sel olire or
olherwise sobotoged by the lroqis.

Whol concerns lhe environmenlol
onolysls is lhot'some ol the fires could
burn lor monlhs ol even yeors becouse ol
lhe sheer number ol lhem. Ihey hove on
uninlenupled supply ol luel in lhe subler
roneon oil pushed lo the surloce by nolu-
rol pressure, experls soid. The fires olso
emil heol ond loxic goses lhol moke il
dongerous lo suppress the blozes, ond
ore locoled mony miles lrom soulces of
woler needed to cool equipmenl.

lhmor W. Llppmonn Guotdan Vlbekly. Motcll
10.1991

Decline of National Sovereignty
ln other words the Palestinians have

allowed themselves to be used as
pawns in the Middle East power
games. The Arabs States in the Middle
East were not interested in the settle-
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ment of the Palestinian Question. This
is similar to the situation obtaining in
Kashmir: Politicians on both sides of
the border are interested in keeping the
dispute alive. lt is a pawn in their inter-
nal power struggles.

The concept of national sovereignty
is getting out of date. The changes that
are taking place are due in great mea-
sure to the advance in technology and
communications.

This has happened before. ln the
Middle Ages the barons in France and
England oppressed the people. At that
time people outside the fiefdoms said it
was an internal matter. In time the
oppression became so intolerable that
the king became the protector of the
people. The king opposed the barons
and the people backed the king. The
barons were beaten leading to the birth
of nation states.

We now have Saddam Hussein
bombing his own people. And world
leaders including America say it is an
internal affair in which they will not
interfere. lt is for the people of lraq to
settle their internal differences. And so
the world watches on helplessly while
dictator stamps down ruthlessly on his
own people with chemical weapons
and napalm bombs.

Behind the fear of US intervention to
prevent the genocide against Kurdish
and Shite rebels is the false fear of
American hegemony in a 'unipolar
world'. This is a false fear because even
if a world government comes about
there are countries like Japan, Germa-
ny and others who are economically
and commercially strong and techno-
logically advanced.

ln fact in the last twenty years the
world is moving towards multi-polar
centres with several power centres -not necessarily in military terms. To
now say that because the US emerged
dominant in the Culf War the world is

retreating towards a unipolar world is to
misread a factual situation.

National sovereignty is on the
decline as transnational forces are
growing in a variety of ways but per-
haps it is a little premature to assert
that the nation state has alreadY
become obsolete. We rnust supPott
and reinforce those elements where
transnational loyalties are seen as loyal-
ties cuttinq across parochial. caste and
language loyalties of the past in a his-
torical sense. lf loyalty to one's com-

When I oppeored before lhe Sorkorio
Commission lhe Choirmon of lhe Commis-
sion Juslice Sorkorio osked me: 'Do I

underslond you lo soy thot lhe hoppiness
of lhe lndion people is more importonl
lhon unity ond integrily?'. lsoid,'Sir you ore
obsolutely right. The unily ond integrity ol
lndio ore meoningless. They ore only o
meons towords on end. The end is the
hoppiness ond well being ot lhe people.

Mln6 Mo3onl

munity is parochial in the national
sense, loyalty to the nation is parochial
in the international sense. We have to
progress towards a world order in stag-
es.

ln this process of change the United
Nations has a crucial role to play.

ln the Gulf crisis the UN acted for the
first time with near unanimity. Q,uite
unlike the week-kneed reaction of its
predecessor, the League of Nations. lts
failure to prevent Hitler resulted in
World War ll. The US has been charged
with hijacking the UN to claim legitima-
cy for its leadership of the war. But the
fact remains that President Bush has
shown that the UN can enforce the rule
of law. To this extent the UN has taken
a step forward and marks the begin-
ning of world government.

The medio ond lhe so-colled prologo-
nisls ol non-olignmenl seem lo lionise Mr.

Hussein. Who is Mr. Hussein? He is nol on
elecled leoder ol o democrolic counlry.
He is o diclolor who hos hordly cored tor
lhe sutlerings ol mi+lions of people includ-
ing our own compolriols who were
hopped in Kuwoil otler Augusl 2. Wilh the
Gulf wor roging, more will sulfer. This is lhe
mon who used nerve gos on o seclion ol
his own people. When Hiller wos conquer-
ing Europe ond killing Jews in gos
chombers, lhere were mony in lhose doys
in lndio who considered him o hero, only
becouse of their hotred for Briloin. Briioin
wos lhen on occupying power, which lhe
U.S. is nol. The U.S. wos colled lor help by
lhe Soudis. And lhe U.S. is nol woging ils
own wor. ll is o U.N. opprooch. The fight is

tor recovering lhe sovereignty ol Kuwoil
ond liberoling ils people from ihe tyronny
ol o bockword regime.

ll will be o greol service lo our counlry
il lhe medio ond lhe polilicions reolise
where our long term nolionol inlelesls lie.
Ihose who support Soddom should reolise
lhol he is nol going lo help us with cheop
oil or provrde more jobs lo our people it
he v/ins

Anloll Noroyon, Eomboy



Three of the parlicipants at the seminar submitted LDritten presentations
of lhetr point of uiew. Extracts from their papers follow.

The Soviet Onion which had hitherto
resisted any changes to the UN charter
has itself now called for changes to
give the UN rnore teeth.

lndian foreign policy has to reckon
with these developments. We need to
reorient our policy in terms of a willing
acceptance of world government
instead of chauvinistically talking about
the dignity of the nation and the unity
and integrity of lndia. What is important
is the happiness of our people - the
nation in geographic terms is only a
means towards that end.

There was a large measu;e of agree-
ment on the following at the March 16
seminar:
1. Reject the fashionable view that we

are entering a unipolar world.

2. The United Nations must be
strengthened and the Security
Council reconstructed. The Culf
War has strengthened the UN as
never before.

3. Review the policy of non-alignment
and at any rate not allow non-
alignment to degenerate into an
anti-American forum.

4. Concentrate on SMRC and emulate
the ECM countries with a similar
arrangement encompassing Japan,
China, Australia, New Zealand etc. to
counter the US if it threatens to
dominate.

5. Stop takng a one-sided view of the
Palestine issue and establish diplo-
matic relations with lsrael.

s.v. RAru

FAVOUR
to your ftlends

3cnd thcm
a samplc copy of

F ccdom Flrst
wlth your cornpllmcnts

frccdom Fi6t
4th fl6
197, 

^4ahatrna 
Gandhi Rd

Ednbr/ 400093

Pl€e sd 6 empl€ cop)/ ot fr@dm tiGt to ttE lbll@ins
with nry cmplilMts

*

Y@r Ndme

Ptrr

Strengthen the United Nations

To criticise those who uncritically
supported Saddam in the Gulf War is
not to condone the United States and
its role in the war. The claim of the US
that the war was fought for the sole
purpose of freeing Kuwait is difficult to
digest. The US helped Saddam build
his war machine so long as he was
convenient in their feud against lran.
He later became a menace to the
maintenance of the balance of power
in the Middle East.

It is suggested in some quarters
including The Economrst (London)
that Saddanr walked over Kuwait with
the knowledge andlor connivance of
the US. lt is also suggested in some
other quarters that Saddam realised his
folly after August 2 and sent several
feelers to the United States for with-
drawing from Kuwait if some conces-
sions were given to lraq such as
sufficient access to the Culf for
exporting its oil.

Whether there is truth in these strg-
gestions or not, one thing is certain that

the Culf War was fought not for peace
but for oil. Saddam invaded Kuwait in
order to acquire command over more
oil wells. This was a challenge to the
other Arab countries in the OPEC like
Saudi Arabia. The interests (oil supply)
of the USA, Great Britain, France, ltaly
and other western countries as well as
those of the developing countries was
in grave jeopardy due to the rising pow-
er of Saddam. lt is this interest and
dependence on oil as the principal
source of energy that persuaded almost
all members of the Security Council
including lndia to support the United
States' moves in the Security Council.
The four other permanent members of
the Security Council- the USSR, U.K.
France and China did not exercise their
power of veto. The war against lraq was
therefore with the consent of all mem-
bers of the Security Council, except
Cuba and Yemen.

The United States has benefited
immensely from the Culf War. On the
excuse of freeing Krrwait from lraq.
Saddam and his fclrmidable war

*
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machine have been destroyed with the
help of the armed forces of the United
Kingdom, France, ltaly, Saudi Arabia
and Egypt. No part of the costs incurred
for fighting the Gulf War and prior to it
since August 2, 1990 will be borne by
lfre US. According to Time Magazine of
March 11, l99l the total contiibutions
made .and promised by Cermany,
Japan, Korea, SaudiArabii, Kuwait anJ
other Arab allies will exceed actual costs
incurred.

The United States has earned the
gratitude of SaudiArabia and other oil
producing Arab countries and has thus
guaranteed supply of oil to its indus-
tries for years to come. Almost all the
contracts for rebuilding Kuwait have
been cornered by American compa-
nies.

The American war industry, which
was in the doldrums due to the unilat-
eral steps taken by Gorbachev in end-
ing the cold war, has now revived.
There will be a qreat demand from sev-
eral countries including those in the
third world for Patriot guided missiles
and other sophisticated weaponry. The
Soviet Union is not in a position to
challenge the US any more. The only
power that can emerge as rivals are the
Europeans.

The international community should
therefore become aware of this danger
and act unitedly to curb it. lt is a happy
augury that the United Natlons inter-
vened for the first time when a country
like lraq committed aggression against
Kuwait. The same logic should be
applied to lsrael's acts of aggression
against Palestinian territories. It is a

hopeful sign that President Bush has
declared that lsrael should pay heed to
this demand. The hands of all those
who demand that lsra"el should vacate
its aggression are now strengthened.
Hereafter if any war is to be waged
against any country committing
aggression, the war musi be waged not
by any individual member but under
the auspices and control of the United
Nations. The United Nations should
emerge as the real arbiter of disputes
between nations and function as an
effective keeper of world peace.

M.A. Rane

Rethinking lndia's Foreign Policy

lndia has long prided itself as being
the self appointed conscience keeper
of international peace and morality.
Such a role was neither supported by
economic clout nor military muscle.
lndia's pontifications for peace were
generally ignored and at times, even
treated with contempt. We overplayed
the word 'peace' so much that the word
has lost all meaning.

lndia never geared itself politically,
militarily or economically to play the
role demanded by its geo-political sta-
tus. Nehru's foreign policy with
non-alignment loaded in favour of the
Soviet Union reduced lndia to the posi-
tion of a voluntary satellite of the OSSR.
The lndo Soviet Treaty destroyed the
pretence of non-alignment. Today, the
non-aligned movement has lost its rel-
evance following the collapse of
Eastern Europe's communist regimes
and the defreezing of the cold war.

lndia's emerging role as a regional
Power in the post cold war era was
becoming clearly acceptable to the
Superpowers. Our military intervention
in Sri Lanka, disastrous though it was,
and the successful military operation to
squash an attempted coup in the Mal-
dives had the tacit approval of the
United States and the world at large.
The changing attitude of the US and
the West on Kashmir were clear signals
for India to respond.

Unfortunately lndian foreign policy
'pundits' saw the occupation of Kuwait
through the blinkered views of NA!1.
This accounts for the manner in which
the US and its allies in the Culf all but
ignored lndia. There was not even the
normal dlplomatlc courtesy on the part
of either the Allies or lraq to send notes
to the Indian Government updating
lndia on their respective stands. Only
the PLO responded to lndia's 'peace

initiative'. What more evidence is need-
ed to demonstrate India's pathetic
position in international politics?

Rajiv Candhi's antics in inviting him-
self to meet diplomats and undertaking
an unsolicited tour for peace in the Culf
may have been an act of one-
upmanship against Prime Minister
Chandrashekhar but it only reflected
the former Prime Minister's immaturity
ol his serrse of self-irrrportartce. llis
peace initiative was at best only a com-

ic relief in the grim scenario of the Culf
War.

The Muslims in India were caught
on the horns of dilemma. For them
Saddam Hussein symbolised lslamic
militancy and defiance. The fact that
Saudi Arabia, custodian of Islam's
most venerated holy sites, had sought
the protection of non-Muslim US made
Saddam a hero among the Muslim
masses in lndia who, like the people of
Pakistan, openly supported him. At a
Muslim rally in Bangalore the US action
was dubbed as an "international con-
spiracy to weaken the Muslims". The
rally addressed by the Congress (l),
Muilim League and Janata Dal leaders
surprisingly did not evoke any reaction
from the otherwise 'secular politicians.

Another factor that swung indian
Government support for Saddam Hus-
sein, was lsrael. Supporting the
liberation of Kuwait would in the reck-
oning of our policy-makers be
tantamount to indirectly supporting
lsrael. That major lslamic Arab nations
like Saudi Arabia, Syria, Egypt and
Morocco had aligned themselves with
the US was not considered significant.
However it must be said to the credit of
Prime Minister Chandrashekhar he ref-
used to link the Palestinian issue to the
Kuwaiti crisis. Even on the refuelling
issue Chandrashekhar held out till the
last. His restraint and statesmanship
during the Gulf crisis was exemplary
considering the political situation in
which he was placed.

The fact however remains that a
golden opportunity to wean the US
away from Pakistan has been lost. lndi-
an politicians failed to realise that the
political turmoil that has gripped the
Soviet Union has cast a shadow of
uncertainity over its attitude towards
lndia. That despite a friendship tready
with lraq much like the lndo-Soviet
Friendship Treaty, the Soviet Onion
chose to support (or at least not
oppose) the USA ought to have been an
eye opener to us.

Post-war developments require that
lndia seriously rethink her foreign policy
priorities. We have to liberate ourselves
from the shackles of N/rivl. lndia's fail-
ure to adopt an indepenrler-rt stand
based on national interests and self
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respect has naturally failed to inspire
confidence among the nations of South
and South east Asia.

lndia should pay more attention to
developing the South Asia Association
for Regional Cooperation (SMRC) and
take the initiative in transforming it into
something akin to the European Eco-
nomic Community. SMRC, in turn,
should forge a close link with the Asso-
ciation of South East Asia Nations
(ASEAN).

lndia must establish full diplomatic
relations with lsrael. Egypt has already
recognised Israel and there is the likeli-
hood of Kuwait following suit. lsrael's
commendable restraint and the PLO's
pro-Saddam role is already changing
West Asian politics. lf India fails to alter
its West Asian policy in the light of the
changing power equations there we will
find ourselves on a limb.

Nitin G. Raut

Slr do you lhlnk thol lndlo con sllll
ploy o slgnlllconl role ln ending lhls
conlllcl?

Yes, llhink lndio con. We hod given fout
bosic poinis which would be, l'd soy, inslru-
menlol. Now lhis is nol o tourpoint
progromme, it's nol o lormulo tor o solu-
lion, il is on oreo inlo which you rnusl look
ond find formulos lrom lhere, perhops in
more deloil, perhops in sequence in dif-
terenl woys.

Hostililies musi ceose, the mullinotionol
force must be reploced by o UN force. ll
doesn't meon lhol every individuol hos lo
be chonged, bul o commond must be
chonged ond il musl be seen thol it's lhe
UN oclion ond nol some invididuol coun-
tries corying out lhe operolion; lroq must
be out ol Kuwoit ond lhe Poleslinion prob-
lem oddressed.

nqllv Gondhl

There hos been some c.ilicism trom
cerloin quorlers obout your govern.
menl's reoclion lo lhe Gull crisls. Your
crllics soy lhol you hove mode lndlo
loke o bock seal ln lhe geo-pollllcol
oreono. Would you pleo3e commenl on
lhls?

ldon't know ll is olwoys... one should lry
lo loke o bock seol, bul on eflective seol.
Some people think ihol inlernolionol poli-
tics or diplomocy is jusl lrying to occupy
lhe lronl seot. When I wos o sludent, my
leocher lold me lo olwoys loke the bock
seol: il you deserve o flont secii people
wrll come ond osk you one doy lo occupy
il. \,{s should noi srJlfer lrom lhese types of
complexes ond cerloin l/pes of illusions.

Chondrqlhaltror

NAM has a Role to Play

Articles and editorials, in certain sec-
tions of the lndian press during the Gulf
war were written under exceptional cir-
cumstances. The Times of lndia
editorial "Pax Americana" appeared on
the first day of the war. But the way the
US conducted itself during the war,
consulting its allies and constraining its
action at every stage, has changed the
whole picture. When we criticise lhe
Times of Indra editorial, we are doing it
with the help of hindsight.

There are different scenarios on how
international relations in the post cold
war period will be conducted. Some
say it is a unipolar world, some say it is
a condominium of a group of powers
which will manage international rela-
tions. One can honestly agree or
disagree with these scenarios.

It is a sorry state of affairs to see
NAM not take any initiative in safe-
guarding the world's oil resources.
NA/v1 is politically dead, but it has a role
to play in rearranging international eco-
nomic relations. The countries of I.Wvl
have been talking about a New lnterna-
tional Economic Order for a long time
now and an initiative from them in set-
ting up an international agency or

Ihere wos o cerloin imoge oFoddom
before lhe wor. ll wos tronkly, nol o very
high profile imoge. Those who tollowed
lhe politics ot the Arob world, knew of Sod-
dom os o very good friend of lndiq; lhe
leoder of the mosl seculor slole in the
region. No doubt, lhere is the rough side
os well. lroq is o diclotoriol slole ond lerrot
is porl of its politics. Bul then, nol loo mony
stoles in the region ore run on democrolic
lines. All this is secondory to the posl-wor
imoge ol Soddom.

Todoy he hos become o household
nome. Becouse he hos shown lhe cour-
oge to confront the world's superpowet
on lhe bollletield. There is o greol deol of
sympothy in lhis counhy for onyone who
stonds up lo imperiolism; il's o sympolhy
bo.n oul of our lreedom slruggle. Wb, os o
people, inslinclively underslond whol
such o slruggle meons. Our thinking hos
been loshioned by 40 yeors ol o loreign
policy enuncioted by Jowohorlol NehIU.

And here I would like lo onswer ihose
who hove lurned this issue inlo o Hindu-
Muslim one. Whot nonsense. Suddenly
Soddom is o Muslim lundomenlolisl, while
the Soudi fieldom is okoy. We con so eos-
ily become viclims ot wesletn
propogondo. We will so eosily occepl lhe
lies ot VOA ond BBC. Al leosl some ol us
will.

{ l. {Vtat
ihe Sundov Obsetyer. teb 3

commission with the support of like
minded countries to provide security
and equitable exploitation and distribu-
tion of oil in the Gulf would have been
in order. The oil resource is a gift of
God. God has not seen whether it is
safely located at place X or not so
securely at place Y. Therefore, a coun-
try which cannot adequately defend
such an important resource located in
its territory, should have an internation-
al arrangement to protect oil and also
ensure its equitable exploitation and
distribution.

If NAM leaders had taken the initia-
tive in this regard, their hands would
have been immensely strengthened in
bringing about a rearrangement of
international economic relations. But
they have lost a good opportunity. The
West is proposing a regional security
arrangement to safeguard oil, as an
alternative to an international arrange-
ment under the 0N or NA/vl. Such a
regional security arrangement as pro-
posed by the US is not likely to ensure
the safety of oil resources. lt is indeed a
sad commentary that we and I'lA/vl are
toally silent in this regard.

V.S. Sheth

Whot's lhe inlormolion ond Broodcost-
ing Minislry doing lhese doys? Wotching
CNN, ol course.

The ubiquilious Coble News Network
hos tound its woy inlo Shoslri Bhovon. As of
\ldednesdoy, o dozen privileged otfices in
lhe Minisky hove occess lo il.

These include lhose ot the Minisler ot
Slole lor lnlormolion ond Broodcosiing,
lhe Secrelory, l&8, lhe Secrelory, Cullure,
lhe Exlemol Atfoirs Minisky's spokesmon,
the oddilionol secrelory ond Joinl Secre-
lories in lhe l&8 Minishy, ond lhe odd
Deputy Secrelory os well.

The Prime Minisler, who heods lhis Minis-
hy, hos olreody hod o dish onlenno
instolled ol 7, Roce Course Rood, ond hos
been receiving lhe network lor lhe posl
few doys.

Ihere is some irony in lhis enlire exer
cise since lhe government, led by the
lntormolion ond Broodcosling Minishy, is

currenlly irr the process ol exomining the
legolity ol purchosing dish cnlennoe for
lhe purpose oi receiving CNN.

lnclion FxDrcss Feb J
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Headless lndia
A country thot could be Asio's greotest economic mirocle is being crippled by its politicions

The only sense being talked in
lndia's parliament this week was
uttered by the head of the Communist
Party: "The country is going to rack and
ruin. No one is discussing the econom-
ic crisis... We spend all our time on how
to make and unmake governments."
The government unmade on Wednes-
day (March 6), that of Chandra She-
khar, was just four months old.
Whoever succeeds him will become
lndia's fourth prime minister in 18
months, likelier than not presiding, as
Mr Shekhar did, over a precarious gov-
ernment whose only real concern is
survival. This state of affairs is a prod-
uct less of the electoral system than of
politicians whose recent performance
has been even more dismal than usual.

Mr Shekhar's fall was a farce. He
controlled only a tenth of the seats in
parliament, but he was backed By the
largest group there, Mr Candhi's Con-
gress Party. Mr Gandhi missed no
opportunity to snipe at his puppet, on
issues ranging from a state govern-
ment in the south (which he forced Mr
Shekhar to sack) to the refuelling of
American transport aircraft bound for
the Gulf (which, Mr Candhi bleated,
was wrong). Even so, it was assumed
that he did not want to risk an election
by bringing Mr Shekhar down.. Then it
emerged that two policemen from the
state of Haryana, which is run by a
rogue ally of Mr Shekhar called Devi
Lal, had been put on Mr Candhi's tail.
After they were nabbed outside his
house ineffectually trying to spy on it,
the Congress Party walked out of par-
liament in protest. Next day Mr Shekhar
gave up.

The only difference between this and
the general run of lndian politics over
the past three years is that a higher
degree of ludicrousness has now been
aftained. The last year of Mr. Gandhi's
government consisted of little more
than manoeuvring for electoral posi-
tion. The I 1-month coalition of V.P.

Singh, Mr Shekhar's predecessor, was
plagued throughout by the scheming
of "allies" such as the leader of its Hin-
du nationalist component, the Bhara-
tiva Janata Party, by Mr Devi Lal and by
Mr Shekhar himself, all of whom

thought they would make a better
prime minister than Mr Singh.

Nowhere in all this was a whiff of
attention given to what policies the gov-
ernment might pursue. This is not just
an insult to lndia's sturdy and admirable
democracy. The country faces divisive
questions of caste and religion that at
times in the past year have seemed
capable of tearing the union apart. On
top of this, two economic problems,
one urgent, the other colossal, are cry-
ing out for political leadership.

The urgent difficulty is that several
years of budgetary indiscipline on the
government's part have brought lndia's
economy to the brink. Unless policies
change, a budget deficit egual to nearly
85% of CDP is projected for the finan-
cial year that begins in April. lnflation,
which has usually been in single figures,
is running at more lhan 12%, a dou-
bling in a year. Before an emergency
transfusion from the fu\AF, foreign-
exchange reserves had fallen in January
to a mere fortnight's worth of imports.
Persistent current-account defi cits have
built up a forcign debt of more than $70
billion; sewicrng it takes a third of export
earnings.

Paradise lost
ln exchange for a commitment to

reduce the projected budget deficit to
around 6% of GDP, the IMF has been
ready to grant $2 billion stand-by credit;
but the Shekhar government was so
feeble that it had put off the budget
debate from this week until May. lt is a
dangerous delay. Yet whoever is in
office then will be forced by the imbal-
ance of payments to take at least a step
down the road to fiscal responsibility.

No one will be forced to take the
more radical step of freeing lndia's
trussed-up economy, though B50m
lndians would be forever grateful if
someone did. The socialist and protec-
tionist dogma fastened on the country
in the 1950s has kept it far poorer than
it should be. lndia sparkles with entre-
preneurial and commercial verve. lt
generates savings (2O% of CDP in the
1980s) and invests them (gross caprtai
formation was 22% of GDP last dec-

ade) at rates that outstrip the perform-
ance of almost all other poor countries
and most rich ones. Yet a thick swad-
dling of red tape strangles the econo-
my. Today India's share of world
exports is a fifth of what it was 40 years
ago, its share of poor-country exports
less than a quarter of what it was then.
China's economy, itself held back by
communism, has nonetheless grown
three times as fast as lndia's during the
past quarter-century.

An opportunity is here that the lead-
ers of other countries can only dream
of. The thoughts of lndia's ieaders
dwell instead on which colleagues'
backs can be most conveniently
stabbed at the smallest risk of exposing
their own. Until that changes, lndia can-
not prosper.

couRrEsy: TheE;?:rTEl

The Economist containing the editorial repro-
duced above was detained by the Customs
authorities because Devi Lal is called a 'rogue-
ally'. We would welcome comments from our
readers on the validity of the criticism levelled
against lndia's politicians.

"All cehsorship" wrote George Ber-
nard Shaw "is bad". How right he was!
lndian censorship is particularly bad.

During the "Emergency" declared in
1975, copies of my son's biography of
Mrs. lndira Gandhi were blocked in
Bombay Harbour until the Firrance Min-
ister of the Janata Govertrment removed
rhe ban two years later. Stupid, because
it was a friendly biography!

Now we have committed another
gaffe. The Bombay Customs blocked
the entry into lndia of copies of the pres-
tigious London Economist dated March
9-15, later released, because forsooth,
the editorial in that jouinal referred to Mr.
Devi Lal "as the rogue-ally" of Mr. Chan-
drashekhar. Most people in lndia would
agree that the description is an accurate
one and certainly not one to be banned.

ln fact the editorial's so good that I

would like it to be made compulsory
reading for Members of the Lok Sabha,
if it has not been merciftrlly dissolved by
now.

Minoo Masani
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The Mahabharata as a Study of the
Problem of Evil

A.N. Moorthy Rao

By ond lorge it must be odmitted thot the otmosphere in the Mohobhoroto is dense with evil. Evil
is widespreod; it is found in the most unlikely ploces; it bends even virtue to its will, ond it

generotes evil in others

V.S. Sutcthankar, one of the leading
authorities on the Mahabharata, con-
siders the Mahabharata under three
heads: the story on (1) the mundane
plane; ( 2) the ethical plane and (3) the
metaphysical plane. I shall leave the
metaphysical severely alone and con-
cern myself with the mundane. ln the
Mahabharata the mundane, while not
ceasing to be mundane, throws out
tentacles to grip the ethical. To me, this
work is a document about human
nature, showlng good and evil strug-
gling for mastery within it. ln this Epic
there is a runaway excess of disquisi-
tions on Dharma. So, concentrating
attention on the mundane has this
advantage: We can take in just as
much of the ethical as is relevant.

There is almost no one in the Maha-
bharata - Vidura is the one prominent
exception - who does not, on some
occasion or other, lapse into evil. The
Kaurava quartet - Duryodhana, Dus-i
sasana, Sakuni and Karna - are all
steeped in evil. I propose now to con-
sider how the main characters in the
Epic deal with evil. Perhaps it would be
more accurate to say "how evil deals
with them". ln our Epic, evil seems to
have the initiative; qood is surprisingly,
though riot"toiStly, !dssive.
The Kuru Ra. ,

There is a history of evil in the Kuru
race. In the early stage:, .. was a history
of excessive sexual passion and naked
unashamed selfishness. We need not
dwell on the former. The Mahabharata
age was not over-prudish in matters of
sex. It took, for example, the Parasara-
Matsyagandhi episode in its stride and
highlighted not Parasara's lapse but the
genius of Vyasa who was the product of
that irregular union. ln the atmosphere
of the Mahabharata Parasara does not
figure as a man who has fallen from
grace.

But the love of women is one thing
and the pursuit of that love at the
expense of the legitimate happiness of
others is another and a quite different
thing. In Yayati's case the "others" hap-
pen to be his own offspring. At an age
when he should derive happiness from
seeing young people happy, Yayati has
no qualms about asking his sons to
give him their youth! And when they
refuse, he can find it in his heart to
curse them!

Santanu has inherited this weakness.
For fear of losing his love-life with Gan-
ga, he witnesses without protest the
deliberate drowning of seven of his
children by their own mother. ln his lat-
er life he is an improvement on Yayati.
He did not demand any sacrifice from
his. son. But he accepted it when it was
volunteered. What Devawata (Bhish-
ma) renounced was not only the
throne. He renounced his love-life so
that his old father might have it. The
father accepted the sacrifice! This

weakness seems to have worked itself
out in Vichitravirya who died an early
death because of it.

Bhishma's Sacrilice
Except Krishna whose divinity gives

him a place apart, Bhishma.is far and
away the greatest character in the
Mahabharata. He had killed in himself
the desire for wordly greatness, power
and prestige; and what is infinitely
more difficult to kill - the desire for the
happiness and mellowing influence of
love, the love of women and of chil-
dren. The sacrifice does not make him
bitter. Even after the renunciation, his
interest in the affairs of the kingdom
does not wane.

And yet it is this man, flawless in
character, strong in will wise, full of
concern for others who (unwittingly)
brought about the destruction of the
Kuru race. lt is not from anything evil in
him that destruction flows. lt is the
good and gracious in him, the strength
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of the good in him, that is responsible
for the disaster that overtook the Kuru
race. lt is as though the Spirit of Evil sat
unconcerned, fingers crossed and a
cynical smile on his face, telling him-
self: "For the destruction of this race I

need not exert myself, the forces of
good will do the job for me". It is not
that the Spiritof Eviltook possession of
'the good' and used it for its own pur-
poses. The good was just allowed to do
the job of evil.

A little reflection willmake this clear.
But for his sacrifice, Bhishma himself
would have been the king of Hastina-
pura. He was alive even after the crown-
ing of Yudhishtira; and he was in full
possession of his mental faculties. The
war would not have taken place if he
had not renounced kingship, and he
would not have been lying helpless on
his bed of arrows. ll instead of the
weah and at times even perfidious
Dhritarashtra, Bhishma had ruled the
kingdom, the Mahabharata saga would
have been one long paean of joy. What
Bhishma sacrificed at the altar of San-
tanu's love-life was really the very exis-
tence of the Kauravas.

The Problem oI Dlarma
The effect of Bhishma's sacrifice on

his own self is worth noting. Once Dhri-
tarashtra was crowned king, Bhishma
stood aloof. He gave advice, but never
actively interfered in the affairs of the
kingdom. That is as it should be. But
why did he do nothing to stop Dussa-
sana when he (Dussasana) was trying
to pull off Draupadi's saree? Let us
recall that terrible scene: Draupadi has
been dragged by her hair into the midst
of an assembly of princes. lnsults have
been heaped upon her, and but for a

miracle she would have had to stand
naked in full view of an all-male assem-
bly. ln ans\rer to her heart-rending
appeal all that Bhishma has to say is a
few words about the intricacy of the
problem of Dharma - a problem
which he left to Yudhishtira to solve.
Granted that Draupadi uas a slave.
What niceties of Dharma can Put the
stamp of approval on the attemPt to
disrobe her in public? lnstead of
indulging in talk aboutDharma, Bhish-
ma should have leaped up and felled
Dussasana to the ground!

Again, consistentlY with what he
believed to be just, Bhishma should
have gone over to the Pandavas. lf he

did not like defection he could at least
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have remained neutral. But he actually
accepts the post of Commander-in-
Chief of the Kaurava forces! Well, right
or wrong, after doing that he should
have been faithful to the Kauravas. lt is
treachery to the Kauravas (whose
champion he has agreed to be) to
instruct the Pandavas as to the best way
of eliminating him.

Clearly Bhishma is a man whom we
are meant to respect; and yet his lapses
are stiessed - deliberately, it would
seem - again and again. Was it Vya-
sa's intention to show how unpredict-
able the workings of the human mind
are? Or is he in effect telling us that
when a man, however great, lives a life
without any respohsibility, there will be a
dulling of his moral perception.

Drona and Aswatthama need not
take much of our time. There is a vein
of pettiness in the former, and of heart-
less cruelty in the latter which makes it
difficult for them to live up to the great-
ness thrust upon them.

The 'Gang of Four'
The most devoted of the henchmen

of Evil are the 'Gang of Four' (Duryo-
dhana, Sakuni, Dussasana and Karna)
of which Duryodhana is the head. Saku-
ni is the evil genius behind all Duryo-
dhana's plans. Dussasana has no
personality worth speaking of; he is ever
ready to execute Sakuni's plans howev-
er heinous they may be. ln Karna's
favour it must be remembered that he
is acutely conscious of the fact that he
is despised as a man of inferior birth,
and that he is grateful to Duryodhana
for giving him a status in life. His inferi-
ority complex gives an edge to his arro-
gance, envy, and where the Pandavas
are concerned - even heartlessness.
But we get the impression that the evil
was there to be given an edge to! lt is
part and parcel of his nature.

Duryodhana is almost the personifi-
cation of evil. Even his friendship for
Karna - which is genuine - is not
unmixed with a pragmatic awareness
that, in the event of war, Karna is the
only man who can stand up to Arjuna.
Duryodhana was born vicious; we are
told there were portents of evil at the
time of his birth. The extermination of
the Pandavas is the one aim of his life,
and he would do anything to attain that
end. Poison, drowning, burning them
alive, letting serpents loose upon them

- nothing is too mean or too treacher-
ous for him. Even when the hand oi
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death is already upon him there is no
trace of repentance in him.

In Dhritarashtra there is a constant
struggle between what he knows to be
right and parental affection. lt is the lat-
ter that wins. He is a consenting parly to
most of his son's evil deeds.

The Pandavas

ln comparison with the depths to
which the Kauravas sink, the evil in the
Pandavas pales into insignificance. But
it is there. They do swerve from the path
of righteousness on a few occasions.
fujuna killed Karna when the latter was
trying to raise his chariot from the mire;
Bhima hit Duryodhana in the thigh;
Yudhishtira uttered what was in effect, a
lie. But in comparison with the perfidy
of the Kauravas the lapses of the Pan-
davas are little more than cheating at
cards!

By and large, it must be admitted that
the atmosphere in the Mahabharata is
dense with evil. Evil is widespread; it is
found in the most unlikely places; it
bends even virtue to its will, and it gen-
erates evil in others.

The Good is Passive

As opposed to this there is some
good. Vidura, Yudhishtira and Krishna
are its chief repositories. Special men-
tion must be made of Gandhari. When
Duryodhana, just before going to the
battlefield, touches her feet, and asks
for her blessings, instead of wishing
him victory, she says, Victory goes with
Dharma',lt takes exceptional nobility of
character to say that to her son - in
effect she has refused to give him her
blessing!

But on the whole goodness is inef-
fective in the Mahabharata. Vidura is not
a man of action; Bhishma and Yudhish-
tira actually play lnto the hands of evil.
Bhima's impulse to oppose evil is
restrained by Yudhishtira. Cood is pas-
sive. lt has the courage and strength to
endure, but it is not dynamic. Its very
goodness forbids dynamism. Krishna
did his best to stem the tide of evil, and
he failed. Evil ran its course, and in the
process destroyed its own votaries
along with those in the opposite camp.

What are we to make of the struggle
between these two forces? Does the
Mahabharata hold out any hope for
mankind? lt seems to do so - at first
sight. The words of hope occur in the
Blvgawad Gila". The spokesnran is
no less a person than the great stage-

manager of the universe, the 'lhpata-
nataka suthradhari' Aibcharya
Krishna.

Before quoting the words of hope I

would like to mention one strange thing
about the Gita. lt does not give a direct,
unequivocal answer to the doubts that
trouble Arjuna. fujuna cannot bring
himself to kill, for selfish ends, his pre-
ceptors and his own flesh and blood.
The direct answer to Arjuna's doubts
would be this: "Whether you like it or
not, war has already been declared.
This 'is not merely a war between you
and your cousins. lt is a war between
good and evil. It is your duty to fight
against evil."

But what Krishna says is something
very different: As a Ksl'atriya it is your
duty to fight. (He does not say specifi-
cally that the duty is to fight against
evil). What you are killing is not the per-
son but his body which is only, the hab-
itation of the soul. The soul cannot be
killed; it knows neither birth nor. death.
So, fight! If you die you go to to "Virs-
uarga", and if you win, you gain a king-
dom.

Would not this argument exonerate
Hitler and Stalin? Granted that the soul
is immortal and quits one body to get
into another. lt chooses its own tirhe for
doing so; or destiny fixes the time. Have
we the right to force that soul to quit at
a time of our choosing? That is the
crux of the problem.

The real answer may be inferred
from two of Krishna's statements in dif-
ferent parts of the Cita:
. "l am born in age after age to protect

the righteous and to destroy the
wicked".

o "Be thou the instrument of the
Lord".
The destruction of evil and the estab-

lishment of Dharma - that is the rar-
son d'etre of Krishna's auatal. He
promises to do the job and he wants
Arjuna to be his instrument. The
responsibility is taken off the shoulders
of Arjuna.

Let us now see if Krishna kept his
promise.

'Even after reading what Sulcthankar has to say
abcrut the Blaguad Ciita, i cannot help thinking
that it is an interpolation.

Who Wins in the Mahabharata?
One of the titles to the Mahabharata

is Uaya'- Victory. Whatever the expla-
nation given for this title, the common
man may be forgiven for suspecting
irony in it. Of the galary of warriors on
both sides, but seven were left alive on
the Pandava side; and of the Kaurava
warriors but three survived the war.
Who won the victory!

Did Krishna, who promised to pro-
tect the righteous, make sure that no
good man was killed in the war? With-
out pausing for an answer let me ask
another question: Was Evil destroyed?
The evil-doers who bore arms at
Kurukshetra were destroyed, we know.
But was Evil destroyed? We can picture
to ourselves the fiendish grin on the
face of the Spirit of Evil at the time
Dhritarashtra was planning to crush
Bhima to death while pretending to
embrace him - Evil was very much
alive!

It is alive in Bhima too. Consider:
Dhritarashtra has. paid for his sins. He
and Gandhari - once King and Queen
-- are shorn of their glory and are now
dependent on those whom their son
had wronged, those whose hands had
dealt death to their sons. They have
nothing to look forward to except futile
self-reproach. They deserve only pity
now. But Bhima - in their hearing -slaps his arms and boasts: "With these
arms I killed the sons of this blind fool!"
That is Evil speaking.

Kurukshetra and Hastinapura are not
all the world. Let us travel a few hun-
dred miles and see what is happening
in Krishna's own Dwaraka. The Vrishnis
have earned a curse and are fighting
among themselves. No great cause is
involved - it is just drink and the devil!
The clan destroyed itself. Krishna him-
self went berserk and participated in
the slaughter. He was later shot by a
hunter called Jara, and died where
there was none to shed a tear for him!

Hope amidst Despair
May we take it that in the destruction

of the Vrishni clan we have witnessed
the end of evil? No. We find thatArjuna,
who was escorting the Vrishni women
and children to safety was attacked by
robber hordes. The great archer found
it difficult to lift his Gandiva (bow), and
his arrows lacked speed and power.
The robbers had their way. Ttrat is the
plight in which we see Arjuna -- Arjuna
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who was to be the instrument of the
Lord in destroying Evil!

Dharmasamsthapana - installing
Dharma on the throne - was part of
the task which Krishna undertook. If it
was installed anywhere it certainly did
not survive lhe Duapara era. lf the
Supreme Spirit gets incarnated again
in our era, it will not have to face unem-
ployment. Its old job is still there, wait-
ing!

Towards the end of the Epic there
are two scenes which I often recall to
my mind:

As Arjuna and the remnants of the
Yadava clan receded from Dwaraka the
waters of the sea flowed in. Where
there was the song and dance and
laughter (and, alas, the strife) of life
there was now only the incessant roar
of the waves. lt is symbolic of the end of
an era. The President of the lmmortals

- as Aeschylus of the Greeks and
Thomas Hardy of England called him

- had tried a great experiment with
humanity. The experiment had failed
and he wrote it off!

The second scene, almost the last in
the Epic: Yudhishtira goes to heaven
and sees Duryodhana resplendent on a

royal throne. Even Yudhishtira who is
forgiveness incarnate is roused to
anger and protest! lwouldn't like to see
anybody, not even Duryodhana roast-
ing in flell. But was it necessary to
reward him! I am sure Vyasa intended
the irony, when, reacting to Yudhishti-
ra's protest, Narada says "there is no
such thing as hatred in heaven". Yudhi-
shtira does not care to discuss the mat-
ter. He changes the subject.

And now we close the book and lay it
down. What are we left with? lt is said
that the rasa of the Mahabharata is
Santha - peace. I am against thrust-
ing the final impression of a work of art
into a category by main force. But if we
do accept the nine rasas, can we
assign the Santha rasa to the Maha-
bharata?

We need peace - Santi- all right.
But is that what we get? What we are
left with is, I think, a deep lhwardness, a
mood of profound reflection regarding
the mystery of life. The Mahabharata is
an answer to the Cagatri prayer: Our
minds are quickened to grasp the mys-
tery of life. Vyasa does not seek refuge
in any cheap optimism. But with Yudhi-
shtira, Vidura, Bhishma, and wise

Krishna in our company, our reflection
need not end in despair either. We have
to be patient, and wait 

- 
a million

years perhaps! By then nara (man)
may become Naragana (god).

PROF. A.N. MOORTFIY RAO, known as
the teacher's teacher is well-known wherev-
er people from Karnataka live. He retired
from the University of Mysore (1955) after
several decades of distinguished service
and awakening hundreds of graduates to
the sensibilities and nuances of English lit-
erature and civilization. Later, he took up
the Directorship of the Literature and Cul-
ture Department of the State of lvlysore.

Mr. Moorthy Rao's translations into Kan-
nada of the Dralogues of Plato' relating to
the later Socrates and of Moliere's Plays
have remained favourites for nearly half a
century. Two important books of essays in
Kannada, Hagalu Kanasugalu and Alagu-
ua Mana are popular not only with the gen-
eral reader but with students too. His
travelogue on America, and his serious
essays on literature and allied matters cover
a vast canvas.

The Sahitya Academy and the Mysore
Oniversity have honoured him.

Recently he published his autobiography,
which recalls the social, cultural and literary
developments as they took place in Mysore.
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Encounter's End
I have made no bones about say-

ing that in my opinion the finest
magazine in the world isThe Econo-
mist, London. Close on its heels
however came Encounter which I

am sad to see has now closed down
publication.

Encounter was for many years in
the fifties and sixties the British
organ of the Congress For Cultural
Freedom in the company of Der
Monatin Germany, Preuuesin
France, Q,uadrant in Australia and
last but not least Q,uest and Free-
dom First in lndia. When the Con-
gress was scuttled and put to sleep
in the early seventies by certain anti-
Anti-Communists who managed to
hijack its apparatus in Paris, only
Encounter, Quadrant and Freedom
First survived. Now, like the Nine Lit-
tle Nigger Boys only two suMve.

Encounter was edited for some
years by Melvyn Laski, former editor
of Der Monat, alongwith the poet
Stephen Spender. Spender was in
due course replaced by lrving Kristoi
who now edits Public /nterest in the
U.SA. Melvyn Laski however carried
on Encounter's championship of
freedom by somehow finding
donors or 'Angels'to cover the annu-
al deficit. Evidently now the tribe of
'Angels' has dried up.

Melvyn Laski has a brilliant mind
and a great sense of humour.

I remember an interesting event in
the beginning of 1960 when the
Executive Cgmmittee of the Con-
gress met in Paris. The Commiftee
had to decide where the next Confer-
ence of the Congress to celebrate
the completion of 10 years of its fight
for liberty and against totalitarian
communism should meet in June.
The Anglo-Americans and the
French suggested Copenhagen.
When I asked what was wrong with
Berlin where the Congress was
founded by the world's intellectuals
during the Soviet blockade in 1950, I

was shocked to be told that Berlin
would not be safe as by summer the
Soviets would be in possession of
West Berlin! I was so rncensed at

what I thought showed a lack of guts
that I moved formally that the Con-
gress should meet in Berlin that
summer as I had no doubt that
Khrushchev's bluff would be called
and Berlin would survive as a bastion
of freedom.

The only voice to support my view
was that of Melvyn Laski. Faced with
this challenge the office bearers
climbed down and agreed to put off
a decision for three months.

On my return to India I met Willy
Brandt, the Lord Mayor of Berlin,
who was on a visit to Delhi. I told him
how some of his Western friends
were prepared to sell him out! Willy
was both angry and amused. He
said on his return to Berlin he would
call there the office bearers of the
Congress in Paris. He had no doubt
that they would climb down and
accept his invitation. This is what
happened and we had a very suc-
cessful conference in Berlin
attended by my friend Jayaprakash
Narayan and myself.

At an official dinner given by the
Lord Mayor to the delegates, Willy
winked at me and said "l should tell
you a secret. This conference was
planned neither in Paris nor Berlin
but in Delhi."

The Noisiest People in the World
Cuess who is referred to in an arti-

cle which appeared in a local journal
entitled "the noisiest people in the
world". That is not a very difficult
thing to'guess because bf 'course

the article referred to the people of
lndia. Our love of noise takes many
shades and forms. The most notori-
ous is of course the Diwali crackers
which drives dogs to cower with fear
under beds. But why only Diwali?
Throughout the year there is our
friend - the old loudspeaker which
makes it possible for you to insist
that your neighbours should also
enjoy the same music as you do.

Then there is of course, the noise
pollution in our streets. Silence Zone
my foot! There is a motorist funda-
mental right to sound the horrr any-

where at any time, even on an empty
road with not a car in sight.

In some offices, though not all, the
members of the staff converse with
one another at a pitch appropriate to
a fish market.

Have you seen lndian children play
without shouting? Very rare. lt is not
their fault. They hear their parents
shouting at each other because the
poor dears do not know how to talk
quietly.

In a long third-class railway com-
partment in which I used to travel
when I was younger I heard two pas-
sengers at the other end of the
coach discuss intimate details about
the income of their families for the
edification of all the passengers in
the compartment. What is the rea-
son for this weakness of ours? lt has
been said that the emptiest utensils
makes the biggest noise. I hope the
cause of our noiseness is not similar.

Helping themselves to Pensions
The President, Mr. R. Venkatara-

man has, by withholding his approv-
al of the amendments in regard to
MP's pensions adopted by the Lok
Sabha at its final sitting before disso-
lution, only done his duty.

This was a disgraceful exhibition
of how Members of Parliament are
capable of rooking the lndian tax-
payer for their personal financial
benefits. So far pensions for MP's
have ben only available for those
who served as members of Parlia-
ment for a minimum period of five
years. As soon as our legislators
found however, that the present Lok
Sabha was about to be dissolved
they changed the rules of the game
and tried to make themselves enti-
tled to pensions after a mere one
year service.

The record of Members of the
lndian Parliament in this connection
is not a very savoury one. Some time
in the 1960's when my friend Mr. N.
Dandeker and I were Members of
Parliament, a bill was brought before
the House to increase the emolu-
ments of Ministers anci llP s. Dar rcie-
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ker and I amused ourselves by
moving a further amendment which
would have increased the emolu-
ments many times over, on condi-
tion that neither Ministers nor MP's
would enjoy any tax-free benefits or
subsidies such as housing, air travel
etc. Our amendment was not wel-
comed by the beneficiaries who
soon realized that while they were
drawing a small salary, they were in
fact costing the country a hell of a
lot.

Hung
Parliament?

5o What ?

Minoo Masani

The President's action in dissolving the Lok Sabha, delayed
though it was, has given the lndian people an opportunity to
have a say in the running of this country.

There are two objections to the holding of elections raised by
some people and lwould like to deal with them. The first is the
childish objection that elections are costly. Surely there are
better ways of saving expenditure. Why not abolish elections
altogether? lf elections are expensive in lndia, it is because
parties and candidates spend large amounts of money with the
hope of reimbursing themselves by selling licenses and permits
during the life of Parliamenl ln England and other countries,
elections do not cost very much. So the remedy is to abolish
the "licence permit quota raj" and not to abolish Democracy.

The second objection is a more serious one that the election
in May l99l is likely to lead to another hung Parliament. Of
course itwill. So what? ln this country there i: an ignorant
assumption that elections should yield a majority government.
Nonsense. The only countries where this happens is England
and the Onited States because of the two Party system. ln
almost all other democratic countries nobody gets a majority.
Yet Democracy functions because all these countries have
coalition governments which are efficient and stable. We have
to learn to adjust ourselves to hung Parliaments for the next few
decades.

Mr. Rajiv Candhi claims that his government would provide
slability. lt depends - stability in what? Just as peace can be
the peace of the graveyard as Gandhiji described it, so too
stability can be the slability of the graveyald. Mr. Rajiv Gandhi's
past administration shows it can lead to the utter bankruptcy of
the coun;ry. We do not want that kind of stability.

Our politics will have to move from corrupt wheeling and
dealing to adjustments of programmes between twoor more
parties. This requires that the leaders of different parties should
be on speaking and not barking terms. This again involves the
process of "dining with the opposition". This is not known in
this country. Ministers whom you may criticise instead of
inviting you to dinner glare at you when they see you in the
lobby.

ln the British House of Commons, Prime Minister Winston
Churchill had many furious arguments with the Labour leader
Mr. Aneurin Bevan. A little while later Churchill and Bevan were
seen at the bar of the House, slapping each other on the back
and calling eaclr other 'old boy' over a drink That is the spirit of
democracy which lndia lacks. I found more of this spirit in the
British members of the Viceroy's Council during the years
I 945- l 947 when I was a Congress MP than I have done in the
25 years of independence during which Iwas a Member of
Parliament.

There is of course, one catastoPhe that may result from the
parliamentary general elections in May and that is Mr. Rajiv .

Gandhi getting a majority. While trying to avoid an election at
almost all costs, he has made a forecast that he will win 300
seats. I don't think he will. But so be iL "Every country gets a

government it deserves" and if the lndian electorate is so
unwise as to re-elect the worst Prime Minister we have had
since independence, it will have to suffer the consequences and
learn the lesson the hard way. My own belief is however, that
they have learnt the lesson already. I am told by one of his
associates that Mr. Rajiv Gandhi was shocked when he learnt of
his defeat in the 1989 elections. I am afraid he is in for another
shock at the end of May I 99 I .

Disgraceful
ln your commehts on the dissolution

of the Ninth Lok Sabha in The lndian
Worker of March 18 you had very rightly
damned the passing of the Bill seeking
to line the pockets of our parliamentari-
ans, at the fag end of the session, as
most disgraceful.

ln this regard it will be of interest to
recall Shri M.R. Masani's amendment to
a Bill seeking to increase the pay and
perks of members in August, 1969. The
amendment said: "ln all walks of life the
remuneration of people is always fixed
by some one else... The remuneration of
government employees, labour, and the
highest officials is fixed by some adjudi-
cating body or tribunal... Even the emol-
uments of the President of the Republic
and the judges of the Supreme Court
are not fixed by themselves. Now, Sir, is
there any reason why we should treat
ourselves apart from all others whom we
are elected to serve." The amendment
was for circulating the proposal for the
purpose of eliciting public opinion.

It needs to be noted that the latest Bill
did not stop at pensions. The number of
free air journeys at the expense of the tax
payer was sought to be raised from 16
to 24, which works out to two free jaunts
a month.

None of the members even bothered
to raise an effective voice against the
Covernment's dilatory handling of the
issue of dearness allowance of the
employees of central public sector
undertakings despite the continuing rise
in their cost of living due to unabated
price spiral and consequent erosion in
real wages. Neither did they show any
concern over the pay revision of the offi-
cers of the central public sector enter-
prises. As you had rightly said the
parliamentarians had used their right to
determine their own remuneration with a
vengeance.

The manner in which the item was
hustled through and the indecent haste
with which it was passed is doubly dis-
graceful. There is undoubtedly a total
deterioration of standards at the highest
level. lt is time to arouse the people at
large to condemn this blatant abuse of
power and authority conferred on their
elected representatives who are not
accountable to any one. Public opinion
should be built up against the Bill
becoming a law.

Priya Gore
COURTESY: The Indian Worker

FreedomFirst 26



After the Fall

With apology to my boyhood hero,
the author of the heroic vision of Our
/ndia, Minoo Masani, my reason and
my gut feeling still tell me that V.P.
Singh (VP) is a rare heroic figure in the
field of lndian politics cluttered with too
many knaves and fools.

As a whole time and professional
watcher of the political scene for a dec-
ade, my only front page editorial was
on VP's first budget - as Rajiv's minis-
ter of finance (1985). Even the vener-
able teachers of my teachers were
flummoxed. ln Calcutta papers at least,
these acknowledged'experts' could
not decipher the budget. The reactions
from various politically inclined quar-
ters were just stereotypes: 'Anti People',
'Pro People', etc.

However, my not belonging to any
such camp, a little application of com-
mon sense, and some rudimentary
economics unravelled the meaning of
that usually sterile annual exercise
transformed in the hand of a master
strategisl VP was simply starting what
Gorbachov came to do later: Perestroi-
ka or burying the terrible mistake of
Stalinist economics or whatever, We
had not gone the whole hog, as the
Russians had. But, in our pussyfooting
manner, we had been going the same
self-destructive way since the days of
Nehru and Mahalanobis.

Like Gorbachov, VP too had not
called a spade a spade. After all, how
many ambitious politicians are so luck-
ily posftloned as to be able to afford to
do that? However, the headline of my
editiorial was unambiguous: Samaj-
tantrabad Mritapraya: Socialism or
the doctrine of socialistic pattern in its
death-throes. Only very gradually, the
other and senior commentators took
the cue.

Later on, VP went on the warpath
against our abortions of Capitalists,
who are, in the unforgettable words of
Ayn Rand in her heroic rotnance Atlas
Shrugged, mere 'looters' and 'moo-
chers' manipulating the perverted 'aris-

tocracy of pull' and are not at all
'makers of money'. My appreciative
editorial was headlined: Buddhiman:

VP: VP the lntelligent One. At that time
it was not fashionable to single out VP;
Rajiv was the only sun, there were no
stars.

The Riddle of VP
Those were my first lessons in read-

ing the riddle of VP. Since then, I have
not had to revise my opinion about his
political dexterity, vision, and personal
incorruptibility. Though I shall not hes-
itate to criticise him if future develop-
ments call for that, I shall be very
cautious. For instance, I was mystified
at his apparent aversion lo be elected
the leader of his party in December
1989. But now I wonder. Devi Lal,
Chandrasekhar and company did shy
away from such a democratic contest
when the crunch came late in 1990,
prefering to split the party and
betraying the people's mandate. The
same patriots like Subramaniam Swa-
my, and reportedly the same money
bags were scurrying around in 1989 as
in 1990.

Also, I tr.ras hurt. I impulsively sent to
VP some nonconformist literature
advocating low profile planning, logi-
cally exposing the fraud of central plan-
ning in our country, and outlining a
plausible method of planning from dis-
trict level upward. He had me squarely
snubbed by a terse lefter from - of all
officials - his Petitions Officer! But
that was a private hurt.

VP. Singh lorgely remoins on
enigmo becouse he is so

very ditferent from the
politicoltypes we hove

been used lo see during the
four orid decodes under the

Nehru dynosty.

Mihir Sinha

People in my circle have been hurt
by his failure to stay in power; they had
expected so much from him, and the
air was so free in Delhi from the reek of
graft in high places. I cannot say that
people here are not at all caste con-
scious, or are not communally preju-
diced in varying degrees. Yet the
Mandal storm could perhaps totallg
bypass us, if the dissatisfaction with the
long Left Front rule were a little less
intense, or even if the Left Front cadres
were a little less vociferous in (first wel-
coming Nelson Mandela and then)
championing the Mandal cause! Ayo-
dhya was by and large a non-issue in
Calcutta.

Paradoxically, the anti-Mandal or pro-
BJP sentiments have here been more
strident among those very communities
who have made the most of the dark
opportunities in Bengal's politics of
scarcities. Perhdps also paradoxically,
these the worst victims of Partition, the
Bengalees in general, do appeciate that
under the Left Front rule, the politics of
communal violence, dating way bagk
from before the holocaust till the end of
Congress rule at the state level, has
been effectively checked.

Our Young lntellectuals
VP's personalpopularity is still high.

Though, the ordinary folk have looked
in vain to our political analysts for intel-
ligent and intelligible decoding of this
remarkably different kind of politician.
He largely remains an enigma because
he is so very different from the political
types we have been used to see during
the four arid decades under the Nehru
dynasty. A simple analogy would be the
general lack of comprehension among
the intelligentsia of Calcutta if somebo-
dy says that our public sector is the
antithesis of social justice.

I may refer to a funny experience. I

wrote an article asking our young intel-
lectuals to read Ayn Rand's Atlas
Shrugged, saying that it was an exhila-
rating mixture of science fiction, a fan-
tasy built around heroic figures, and an
acute commentary on the economic
and socio-political scene, many of Miss
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Rand's worst nightmares having come
true, say, in East Europe or in India,
including the violent breakdown of the
System. I had apprehended criticism
from my life-long friends, the rabid
Marxists. But, in language as hysterical
as that of Bertram Scudder, the journa-
list' in Atlas Shrugged, a personal
attack came from one of the senior-
most lndian officials employed by the
US Government, their high profile cul-
tural commissar in this part of the
country. He virulently attacked me for
playing up a 'mere piece of science fic-
tion'and for trying to read social mes-
sages into it - exactly the kind of
closedness of mind that I associate with
middle aged middle class Calcutta.

Akin to this is the all pervading condi-
tioning by Congress culture. Those in
their thirties and above are deeply con-
ditioned by these two cultures: Con-
gress and Communist. Even when they
are 'anti-Congress' or 'anti-
Communist', they would more often
than not judge current politics in terms
of the numbers game in the legislature
and/or the more noisy games on the
streets.

Those i.n their twenties or below, on
the other hand, can only look back to
the terribly wasteful movement of the
Naxalites at the most. For them, the
watershed was the movement of JP, on
whose bandwagon rode in the Maxists.
And since then, these young people
have known only the Maxist rule in the
state. Their conditioning has been radi-
cally different from the political analysts
and publicists; the generation gap is
sharp indeed.

The younger people identify the
Establishment - the proximate one -with the CPI(M). And, as a bright young
intelligence officer told me recently, at
upper levels, the CPI(M) and'the Con-
gress maintain close liaison. ln other
words, there is but one integrated
Establishment above our head.

Restoring Democratic Conventions
These young people detest politi-

cians in general. VP is an exception
even to the apolitical. And they are
upset because he could not keep in
power. Pressed into a discussion, they
would mention marry things which
escape the notice of famous editor-
commentators: VP made a staunch
Congressman the Deputy Speaker of
the Lok Sabha. Made or wanted to
make another most loyal Congressman
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the Chairman of the Public Accounts
Committee, the same gentleman who,
during the crucial days in October-
November 1990, raucously announced
that his sole objective was to remove VP
'the traitor'. ln short, the Dynasty's sys-
tematic whittling down of the all impor-
tant conventions of parliamentary
democrary was at long last stopped
and reversed. Also noted have been the
return of decenry in high appointments
in the armed forces and the judiciary,
some exemplary restoration of the rav-
ished Rule of Law, as in the case of the
Bofors enquiry. ln short, the basic hia-
tus between the people's will and the
parliamentary system was tackled to
some extent. A significant token of
good faith.

A move towards the original concept
of a federal state, cooling down of arti-
ficially hotted up relations with several
neighbouring countries, the astound-
ing operation of evacuating the refu-
gees from Saddam's aggression, - all
were achievements of an ever tottering
minority government. While, on the
negative side were perceived the failure
to hold elections in the Punjab, the
strange delay in righting the two most
inhuman Wrongs perpetrated under the
Dynasty: I refer to the Bhopal disaster,
and the Sikh pogrom.

Challenging the System
On the whole, VP's image here is

positive, and bright, as is that of his
(now much leaner) camp. More than
that of any other political leader or par-
ty. lt is also a common perception that
he really intends to mount a broader
attack on the System, thereby altering
the nature and function of Parliament
its-elf. For the time being, these young
people are waiting for the inevitable
next round, without much caring for
what the other political operators are
saying about him.

l, as an elderly listener to these
young voices, and also as a jaded
observer of our shameful politico-
social scene, have enjoyed the superb
political moves he (and his colleagues)
have made, and their breathtaking
audacity and timing, without ever actu-
ally betraying the people's mandate.
Notwithstanding the awesome con-
straints and compulsions, VP has
stumbled less often than the occasions
when his enemies have danced to his
tune. I can substantiate mv statement.
though I am not privy to any high

secret as some commentators claim to
be.

Most probably he will win, in the
humdrum sense too. The great ratio-
nalist that Minoo Masani is, he will real-
ise that if a hung Parliament is desired,
and that too in a society like ours, inter-
ludes like the present one can hardly by
wished away. The point is where we
arrive at the end of the chapter. After
lndependence, VP has given the stron-
gest challenge to the evil System.

Postscripl
I wrote this article in December 1990.
Since then I have kept my eyes and
ears open. During the apparent suicide
of the.VP Singh government, the only
big surfrise that I was looking for was
Rajiv Durbar's suddenly waking up to
'political maturity' and trapping VP with
a lifeline thrown to him. lt would have
been difficult for VP to reject it, but real-
ly suicidal for him to accept it. But there
was no such surprise. And, since the
last week of November 1990, (till the
penultimate week of February 1991)
there has been no big surprise. Not
even under the immense impact of
Saddam's gigantic misadventure.
Compare the journey of VP from his
address from the ramparts of the Red
Fort till the Janata Dal convention in
Puri with the twists and turns of Rajiv,
Shekhar, Devi Lal, and even the stal-
warts of the BJP. Myyoung friends here
will not quite appreciate it, but I have
not seen anybody matching Indira
Candhi in sheer political skill. I think
that VP is earning that distinction, with-
out the grand inheritance by birth of
the daughter of Nehru and grand
daughter of Motilal. Yet, the popular
perception persists that VP is a clean
man.

Language Barrier
Madras: The Tamil Nadu government

will not have any truck with the Madhya
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh governments
if they insist that correspondence
between the governments should be
only in Hindi, the education minister, Mr.
K. Anbazhagan, told the state assembly
on Tuesday. He said the state would cor-
respond only in English, either wiih the
Centre or with any state governments.

- Economic Tirnes



Uncertainties of a Democratic Age
Leszek Kolakowski

As much os oll of us who ore committed to liberty welcome the worldwide movement thot oims
of the restorotion of democrotic institutions, we hod better not imogine thot the couse of

freedom is now sofe ond its victory imminent.

Leaving aside the historical vicissi-
tudes of the word democracg and all
kinds of spurious and fraudulent usag-
es of it ("socialist democracy," "peo-
ple's democracy," "lslamic
democracy"), we may say that this con-
cept, as usually understood, includes
three components.

First, we think of a set of institutions
aimed at assuring that the power and
influence of political elites correspond
to the amount of popular support they
enjoy.

Second, we have in mind the inde-
pendence of the legal system from the
executive power; the law acts as an
autonomous mediating device
between individual or corporate inter-
ests and the state, and is not an instru-
ment of ruling elites.

Third, we think of enforceable barri-
ers built into the legal system that guar-
antee both the equality of all citizens
before the law and basic personal
rights, which (though the list is notori-
ously contestable) include freedom of
movement, freedom of speech, free-
dom of association, religious freedom,
and freedom to acquire properly.

These three components are not
necessarily linked; they may exist sepa-
rately - both conceptually and as a

matter of historical experience. The
principle of majority rule is insufficient
if we are to make a distinction between
democracy and ochlocracy, the rule of
the mob. The principle of majority rule
does not by itself constitute democra-
cy; we know of tyrannical regimes that
enjoyed the support of a ntajority,
including Nazi Germany and lranian
theocracy. We do not call democratic a
regime in which 51 percent of the pop-
ulation may slaughter the remaining 49
percent with impunity. Neither are the
first and seeond components sufficient
without the third, as we can easily

imagine a regime in which enforceable
and predictable legal rules operate
without assuring either equality or per-
sonal rights.

Continuing Threats to Democracy
As much as all of us who are com-

mitted to liberly welcome the world-
wide movement that aims at the
establishment or restoratior, of demo-
cratic institutions in communist coun-
tries, in military dictatorships, and in
other forms of tyranny, we had better
not imagine that the cause of freedom
is now safe and its victory imminent.
For there are a number of factors that
now and in the foreseeable future will
continue to threaten democratic insti-
tutions.

Sovietism
First among them is the enfeebled,

but still living, force of Sovietism. We
notice, of course, the deep crisis of
totalitarian institutions: the increasing
reassertion of civil society in the com-
munist countries; the economic, social
and cultural bankruptcy of "real social-
ism"; and the collapse of the ideologi-
cal legitimacy of Soviet-type systems.
But the time is not yet ripe for the last
rites. The accelerated changes, indica-
ting that the rulers themselves have lost
confidence in the vitality of their
regimes (the clearest symptom of
decay), have lasted only for a short
time, and their outcome is by no
means certain. There are rational
grounds to expect lhat perestroika-in
the Soviet Union will fizde out, and this
might result in a political regression
whosc character and scope it would be
vain to speculate upon. lmperialist
expansion has been built into the very
ideological foundations of the Soviet
regime, and the unambiguous renunci-
ation of this expansion would require
an ideological transformation that is

difficult to imagine. The only potential
rival of Maxism-Leninism - Creat
Russian Chauvinism - would bring a
mortal danger to the empire if it were
established as the official doctrine, as it
would inevitably inflame even more all
the nationalisms of the non-Russian
population. And we do not know what
might happen if the ruling party faced a
real threat of being removed from pow-
er. lt is much too early to write the obit-
uary of communism.

Nationalism
A second source of antidemocratic

eiiergy is the growth of malignant
nationalism all over the world. Patriotic
feelings are not in themselves incom-
patible with a democratic outlook, inso-
far as they mean a preferential solidarity
with one's own nation, the attachment
to national cultural heritage and lan-
guage, and the desire to make one's
nation better off and more civilized.
(Patriotism wants to make the nation
clean; nationalism, to whi[ewash it, as
Chesterton says.) Nationalism is malig-
nant and hostile to civilization when it
asserts itself through belief in the natu-
ral superiority of one's own tribe and in
the hatred of others; if it looks for pre-
texts, however silly, to expand into
others' territories; and above all, if it
implies an idolatrous belief in the abso-
lute supremacy of national values when
they clash with the rights of persons
who make up this very nation. There is
no need to prove that this kind of rapa-
cious and potentially totalitarian nation-
alism is increasing in various parts of
our globe.

Religious lntolerance
A third antidemocratic factor is reli-

gious intolerance and theocratic aspira-
tions. To be sure, the theocratic
tendency. which naturally does
with the separation of the state

away
from
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religion and establishes - an ideologi-
cal despotism, is most clearly and most
dangerously active in lslamic countries,
where there are reasons to expect that it
will grow. lslamic countries, however,
make up a large segment of mankind;
while none of them is fully democratic
in the Western sense, they differ signifi-
cantly in the degree of intolerance. We
also notice an increase in theocratic
aspirations among some lsraeli Jews.
Analogous tendencies in Christianity do
not seem strong or dangerous for the
time being, but their seeds are quite
alive and occasionally display their vital-
ity.

Terrorism and Criminal Violence
A fourth menace to democracy

comes from terrorism and criminal vio-
lence. The danger is not that terrorists
and drug dealers will take over power in
civilized states, but that they might
compel democratic governments to
combat them - 

presumably with pop-
ular consent - through measures that
violate democratic rights. Nobody, of
course, opposes security checks at air-
ports, and we naturally assume that
these are no more than a trivial nui-
sance, a small price to pay for the rela-
tive safety of travel. But strictly
speaking, these checks imply tlrat each
of us is treated, without any grounds, as
a suspected terrorist. What if the effi-
cient fight against terrorists and crimi-
nals were to require not only large-scale
unwarranted searches but preventive
killings, the suspension of the principle,
"innocent until proven guilty," the
growth of vigilante organizations, and
so on? We might accept such mea-
sures under duress when we feel they
are needed to defend democracy, but
we should not pretend that they would
leave the health of democracy intact.

Endless Expectations

The fifth, and potentially the most
important, danger to democracy might
come from the long-term changes that
are effecting virtually all parts of our
planet. The rapid pace of economic
growth during the post war decades
has produced - both in the rich and in
the poor countries - a mentality of
endless expectations. Somehow we
have gotten used to the hope that each
of us is going to have more and more
of everything in the indefinite future
and to the firm belief that this is what
each of us deserves. But these hopes
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are bound to end up in bitter disap-
pointment, at least for the overwhelm-
ing majority of the world's people.

Overpopulation, shrinking resources
of agricultural land and of water, and
ecological catastrophes will certainly
compel mankind in the near future to
devote more and more effort and mon-
ey to repairing the damages already
inflicted on our environment and to
warding off further calamities. This will
not only lead to growing restrictions
imposed on our freedom of movement
and property rights. lt will result, above
all, in a dampening of our hopes for
"more and more" and, indeed, in the
demand that we recognize that we have
enough, or even that we must manage
with less, limit our wants, and accept a
more modest life. The amount of frus-
tration, irrational rage, and aggressive-
ness that these imperatives are going
to cause will be enormous, and will
affect the poor and the rich alike. For
the degree of frustration depends not
on the absolute level of satisfaction, but
on the distance between this absolute
level and our subjective needs, and our
needs can and do expand indefinitely
along the endless spiral of greed. lt is
hard to predict what ideological expres-
sion or other channels this frustration
might find, but in order to tame it and
to prevent society from plunging into
chaos or falling prey to a lawless tyran-
ny, it is likely that many undemocratic
restrictions will be needed.

Widespread misery is fertile ground
for the successful demagogy of totali-
tarian movements and for the tempta-
tion to "solve" social problems by

means of military dictatorship. We have
seen this many times, especially in Lat-
in America and in Africa. lf the relatively
rich countries will be compelled to low-
er human expectations - even without
causing real misery - it can only add
to the danger.

This is not to say that the cause of
freedom is lost; we have enough evi-
dence to conclude that people need
not only security but freedom as well.
But we must also never forget that free-
dom is always vulnerable and its cause
never safe.

Born in Poland in 1927, Leszek Kola-
kowski uas professor of philosophy at
the Uniuersitg of Warsaw from 1950 to
1968. During that period, he emerged as
one of the leading intemal critics of the
Communist regime in Poland and uas
denounced bg Communist Partg chief
Wladgslaus Gomulka. Following the stu-
dent unrest of 1968, he was expelled from
the uniuersitg and Ieft Poland for the West.
Professor Kolakou.tski currentlg diuides
his academic gear bettueen Oxford Uni-
uersitg, uhere he is a senior research fel-
lou at A11 Souls College, and the
Uniuersity of Chicago, where he is a
member of the Committee on Socral
Thought. He has written more than 3O
books, tncluding the renowned three-
uolume studg Main Currents of Marxism
(1978). The recipient of numerous
awards, he uas chosen in 1986 to deliuer
the l5th annual Thomas Jefferson Lec-
ture bg tlrc National Endowment for the
Humanities of the United States.
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This is in contrast to the present mode
of entry. The Civil SeMces Examina-
tions in 1989 saw approximately
165,000 students appear; 10,000
make it past the 'prelims' to the
'mains', and about 850 after the inter-
view, to the combined Civil Services
Group A and B. Those admitted to the
IAS/IFS considered the two top Servic-
es - were (with 'Reservations') under
200. With the age of entry raised, and
extension of Reservations to the Back-
ward Classes, the number of those tak-
ing the examinations in 1990 and
thereafter, will be truly mind-boggling.

To some extent, the pattern of the
examination tends to equalise Arts and
non-Arts candidates, through the wei-
ghtage given to General Studies, cover-
ing every conceivable subject under
the sun. However, as these are
objective-type questions, it is possible
to score even by a process of hit-and-
miss, so that, despite a poor power of
expression, a fair number of candidates
can make it to the 'Mains', with its more
demanding format of essay-type
answers, testing the power of articulat-
ing ideas, especially in the Arts sub-
jects. The interview is fairly rigorous,
but it is not unknown for influence to
be used - whether successfully or not,
cannot be decisively stated. Quite a few
candidates are the children of serving
civilians, but this could also indicate i
natural inheritance of aptitude and pre-
dilection. An examination held abroad,
absolutely precluded the possibility of
influence, in any manner whatsoever.
Of course, that option is no longer
available.

Training Then
On passing the lCS, the candidate

was allowed to pursue a year of study in
the University of his choice, The author

Administration - Then and Now

It is generally conceded that, before
independence, the lndian Civil Service
(lCS) was the steel frame of the admin-
istration. After Independence the lndian
Administrative Service (lAS), patterned
after its predecessor, was a fairly worthy
successor, possibly because the first
generation of post-lndependence poli-
ticians played by the same set of
liberal-democratic ground rules. As the
political executive changed in quality
and character, this was reflected in the
permanent executive as well. However,
the 'Emergency' and the Sanjay Gan-
dhi era, marked the open appearance
of the Great DMde, which turned the
steel frame into a bamboo one. lt may
be argued that a steel frame is too rigid,
and a bamboo frame may be more
flexible in responding to a wholly trans-
formed social set-up and ethos.

From a Steel Frame to a Bamboo
Frame

The conditions of entry into the Civil
Service and its functioning then and
now, are certainly different. ln 1927, al
the time the author took the examina-
tion, two hundred competed in
England, and possibly a smaller numb-
er, in India. With exceptions. the lndians
were drawn from the upper classes, or
they would not have been able even to
afford a fare and stay in London prior
to offering the examination. Nonethe-
less (not unlike today's practice), it
sometimes happened that poor but
gifted boys were financed by parents
with a belief in their future, who got
them engaged to eligible girls on the
tacit or implicit understanding, that
they would be committed to marriage
after obtaining the initials of "the heav-
en born"!

The examination for the ICS stressed
the Liberal Arts, rather than the Scienc-
es. The interview stage was crucial.

Just os the orgons of the body ore held together by its skeleton, ond the outer covering by the
skin, so too is the governonce of o country supported by the steel frome of its odministrqtion.
Politicions, like the blood in the body, ore constontly in circulotion. The bones, though subject to
slow processes of chonge qnd growth, must support the body ot oll times. Just os o breok in the
spinql cord, porolyses the body, the some would be true of the "body-politic", if burequcrots foil

irr fi'reit prirnory funciiorr: Keepirrg erecr ihe perrrronenr strucrures ot tne brctre.

J.M. Lobo Prabhu

chose the London School of Econom-
ics, at a time when Laski and Lionel
Robbins were both lecturing. This was
followed (as he was chosen for the
Ottar Pradesh Cadre), by a four-month
training stint in Moradabad. Thereafter,
a trainee was immediately designated
fusistant Collector and learnt on+he-
job with the Collector, frequently as his
house guest. The author's first such
posting was to Gorakhpur then headed
by Coliector Harper, whose kindness
and hospitality he still remembers in
his prayers. There was also an espirit
de corps, fostered by institutions like
the ICS tie and the annual ICS dinner at
Government House. lt was not unusual
for a Governor even to stopover with a
Collector, when'he was touring the
State. Touring, literally took the Sarkar
to the people. Camping in field{ents,
while hearing cases and disposing of
files by the light of hurricane lamps,
officers both English and lndian, got a
good "feel" of their particular beat.
Many became experts on the flora, fau-
na and social anthropology of their dis-
tricts. The Cazetteers they compiled
are still definitive.

Training Now
Training now is a much more formal

affair, extending over a period of two
years for all Central Services Probation-
ers. Judging from the letters of the
author's daughter, a Customs and
Excise Probationer, in the SVP Police
Academy, Hyderabad, present-day
entrants to the Civil Services are cer-
tainly nurtured in ideal conditions. The
SVP Police Mess, Hyderabad, for exam-
ple, is a 300 acre campus, with riding
stables; gymnasium, and superb facili-
ties for sports. The letter briefing new
recruits for their Foundation Course,
states the requirement to bring or stitch
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formal clothes (for men), and mentions
the services of a room bearer. These
are probably not the conditions they will
enjoy in the early years of posting, but
still suggest that our administrators in
Class I services are regarded and
ireated by government as the elite.

'foday's training is also a continuing
one. This may be rather a mixed bless-
ing, as frequent sessions of refresher
courses, may have some value for the
officer concerned, but often leave a dis-
trict or department headless, for as long
as a month at a time. Touring is done,
but in a car, and with a Circuit house, by
way of overnight halt. The sense of gov-
ernment going to the people is not so
strong anymore.

There is an espirit de corps, in the
sense that the IAS regards itself as the
highest service, though, on probation
all start on an equal footing, in terms of
salary and allowances. However, as the
IAS mans every kind of post - general
and technical - opportunities for pro-
motion and diversification are very
much more varied. Entrants to other
services have less vertical and lateral
mobility. lts consciousness as the
cream of the cream, is where the IAS
sense of espirit de corps may end.
There appears to be considerable rival-

ry between the members of the Service.

Different Perceptions
This is a very rough and ready com-

parison of administration then and now.
Both sets of top-level administrators
faced different problems. ln the ICS it
was the quandary of serving as the rul-
ing class, in a country with a nascent
freedom movement. Various memoirs
of the 'Mandarins' dwell on this aspect.
The author personally did not find that
this caused painful hassles. He was
clear that he served the State, and the
State was the people, whose problems
were of a perennial nature, irrespective
of its white or brown rulers. The former,
being alien, were usually just, because
they were neutral between all. Today,
except for those who rank so high that
they can pick and get their home-State
Cadre, there is an attempt to distance
the administrators from the people, by
placing them in other states. However
communi$, and now caste-
consciousness is not without its impact
on administrative decisions. This
appears to have been recognised, if not
legitimised by former Prime Minister
V.P. Singlr when in his speeclr oii lttde-
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pendence Day 1990, he opined that
Other Baclo,vard Classes (OBCs)
should have their place in administra-
tion, as it is the bureaucracy which is
the seat of power - one from which the
OBCs are largely excluded. He was sta-
ting a fact, though the critical purist
may question whether it is the function
of bureaucrats to uplift a particular
caste or class, except within the frame-
work of the Constitution.

Postings and Promotions
The ICS was a Convenanted Service.

The IAS is protected by a number of
Constitutional guarantees. Conse-
quently, other than postings and pro-
motions, they have total job security to
render free, fearless and objective "aid
and advice" which will form the basis of
executive actions by Ministers. The ICS
generally, and the author, specifically,
always put down advice in writing, even
when an occasional minister sent back
a file, with the noting "Please speak".
Many crises in which the IAS as a Ser-
vice, and individual officers have been
involved, stemmed either from render-
ing oral advice. or anticipating the
wishes of ministers for a "mess of pot-
tage": a plum posting or a promotion.
The damage this has caused to the
polity as a whole, and the people whom
they are supposed to serve, is incalcu-
lable.

Other signs of politicisation are evi-
dent. A few ICS officers contested for
Parliament - after leaving the Service.
Nearly every one of them including the
author, won a direct election with a
decent interval following their resigna-
tion or retirement. However, in the past
few years, serving officers of the l,AS

and IFS have aftended political party
meetings while still in Service, some
even accepting the sinecure of Rajya
Sabha seats for services rendered. This
is only slightly less distasteful than
judges playing politics, in or immedi-
ately after holding office.

Still Some Hopel
This is not to decry the IAS which

had and has some very fine officers.
Despite 'Reservations', those who sur-
vive a three-stage examination (even in
the reserved category) are among our
more intelligent young people. Motiva-
tions may vary. lt would be idle to pre-
tend that all take the rigorous
examination, from a burning desire to
serve tlre peoplel For niany, wlrc.r corrte

from a modest social background, the
terrible grind involved in passing is
fuelled by the knowledge that these
three magic letters make for instant
social acceptance and power. None-
theless, many young Civilians are ideal-
istic, and anxious to serve the people. lt
is in the middle ranks of the Service
that a certain disillusionment sets .in.
This is the most vulnerable part of an
Officer's career. As a fresher, he is too
lowly for much political interference; at
the very top he has sufficient status to
withstand it.ln the middle, he is certain-
ly caught, and how he turns at this
time, will determine what kind of officer
he will become at the highest level. The
author's meetings and interaction with
young Assistant Commissioners and
Deputy Commissioners of South
Kanara over the last twenty five years
suggests that principled individuals
can beat the system. Some officers,
despite the changing face of adminis-
tration will still represent in the most
meaningful way, the concept that the
"Sarkar" is Ma-baap to the people.

!rR. J.t'l. LOBO PRABHO, ICS(Retd.) and a
former member of the Lok Sabha is 85
gears of age and rersides in Mangalore.
This article is based on some of the remi-
niscences the author shared uith his jour-
nalist utife, Louella Lobo Prabhu.

Anything Karega for Power
I refer-to the various articles on politi-

cians, who would do anything for power
(Freedom First Jan-Mar l99l ). lt is most
unfortunate that politics has become lhe
place for soundrals. lt is no more an
opportunity to serve the people and
nation in the spirit of Kanna Yoga.

During the freedom struggle we had
men with vision and higher goals to
guide our nation. They were not worried
about luxuries, fame and name. Nor they
did fight for our freedom with an eye on
power or position. For them the. nation
came first, service lheir life, and duty
their life. After having sacrificed every-
thing they did expect politicians to name
even a street in their honour. Mere utter-
ance of their names inspired the nation
and kindled the spirit of sacrifice in one
and all.

Today the names of politicians spread
foul-snrell everywhere. Boforisation of
deals, criminalisation of politics. manda-
lisation of people, rigging of polls and
vote banks have killed the spirit of
democracy. There is no place for moral-
ity and ethics in political life.

SA. Srinivasa Sarma



Stalinl lndian Apologists

Comrade E.M.S. Namboodripad, a
veteran leader of the Communist Party
of lndia - Marxist (CPM) seems to be
immensely irritated over the fact that
the bourgeois press in India has almost
unanimously described his party as
"Stalinist". He has given expression to
his irritation in an article published in
lhe People's Democracg of June 24,
1990. That the CPM is restless because
of the debacle of communist parties in
the USSR and East Europe is undeni-
able. That the collapse of several arti-
cles of faith in communist countries
has given a shock to the CPM is a fact;
and that the CPM holds the Gorbache-
vian policies of glasnost and perestroi-
ka responsible for all 'tragic'
happenings is self evident.

Com. Namboodripad has showered
his anger mainly on the Times of India,
because this newspaper very bluntly
pointed out that the CPM does not find
any fallacy in the Soviet system and
that "it still seeks alibis for its Stalinist
mentors". The CPM leader totally
rejects this type of accusation.

Namboodripad argues that Stalin's
contribution deserves due appreciation
as it reflects the honest pursuit of truth.
To stress this should not lead a reader
to comment that the person or the par-
ty which emphasises this point of view
is Stalinist. lf Nikita Khrushchev in the
USSR and Comrade Ajoy Ghosh in
lndia were critical of Stalin, they also
noted certain plus points of the Stalin
era. In other words, they opted for a
balanced assessment of the Stalin
years. Should we therefore rush to
brand them also as Stalinists? Mikhail
Gorbachev has of course crossed the
limits, states Com. Namboodripad
rather painfully and notes how, at pres-
ent in the USSR, any balanced assess-
ment of Stalin is blacked out and Stalin
is projected as a "giddy despot". He
concludes his article with the following
apology:

"We see in Stalin a great leader who
skillfully steered the ship of the Soviet
state, and the international communist
movement, but who mistakenly

It is omozing to reod how
the Nomboodripods ond

Surjeet Singhs still continue
lo glorify the Stolinist dogmo

of 'Sociolism in One
Country'. While the whole
world now knows the foct
thot Stolin surpossed oll

previous dictotors, the CPM
finds it necessory to

continue to felicitote this
dictotor.

thought that repression was necessary
in the interests of the revolution, and
was thus responsible for many crimes.
We refuse to be blind either to the pos-
itjve or the negative in the personality
and work of Stalin".

As for the contributions made by
Stalin to the cause of socialism, Com-
rade Namboodripad has given us a
lengthy list. Thus, according to the
CPM leader, Stalin defended Lenin
agairist Trotskyism and other ideologi-
cal deviations; he built socialism in the
OSSR; he led a successful war against
fascism; he reconstructed the war rav-
aged Soviet Union, and so on.

ln fact, each and every'contribution'
listed above can be challenged. lf Stalin
sided with Lenin when the latter was
engaged in the fight against Trotsky, it
was to earn the credit of being a camp
follower of the architect of the October
Revolution. Stalin moreover did not
dare to distort the Party Iine when Lenin
was alive and active. But as Lenin
became unwell, Stalin began to distort
the principles and practices of his god-
father. Thus he ignored Lenin's warm
feelings for Bukharin and his New Eco-
nomic Policy. The last years of the life
of Lenin give us adequate hints of his
faith in the democratic dimensions of
'Denrocratic Centralism.'

A.G. Modak

It is amazing to read how the Nam-
boodripads and Surjeet Singhs still
continue to glorifu the Stalinist dogma
of 'Socialism in One Country'. Actually
it was the Stalinist reliance on totalitari-
an methods which caused a great
amount of damage to the rise and
spread of socially antonomous activi-
ties. The Stalinist faith in administrative
means gave birth to an army of syco-
phants. His war against innocent farm-
ers, his insistence on rapid
mechanisation, his urge to industrialize
and militarize his country at the expense
of the day to day needs of the common
people, resulted in the perversion of
socialism. While the whole world now
knows the fact that Stalin surpassed all
previous dictators, the CPM finds its
necessary to continue to felicitate this
dictator.

Was Stalin's role in the crusade
against fascism something deserving of
honour? Historians point out that if Sta-
lin's presentation of the Social Demo-
crats as the left wing of fascism caused
divisions among opponents of the Nazi
threat, his massacre of the military and
Party cadres facilitated the entry of Ger-
man soldiers in the USSR. If the USSR
came out with flying colours in the Sec-
ond World War, it is the spirit of nation-
alism of Soviet citizens which deserves
to be saluted. The Russian people, not
because of, but inspite of Stalinist lead-
ership, waged a heroic war against the
fascist invaders.

And can we share the Namboodriaq
felicitation of the Stalinist contribution
to the task of reconstruction of war-
ravaged USSR? Various factors such as
victory over Hitler, success achieved in
carving out a communist world around
the USSR in the immediate aftermath of
the Second World War and the acquisi-
tion on the part of the Soviet Onion of
the status of a super-power led Stalin to
believe in the infallibility of his favourite
dogmas. The resultant consolidation of
a swollen state at the cost of a free soci-
ety can hardly be appreciated.

Curiously enouqh. CPM leaders take
pride in the kind of reconstruction that
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was shaped in the USSR. Stalin died in
1953 and within three years the USSR
witnessed a historical campaign of
de-stalinisation. Applauded by the Rus-
sian people they urged their leaders to
remove all relics of the Stalin era. Soviet
citizens thus conveyed to the world
what they felt about Stalinism. More
than three decades after the Khrush-
chevian campaign of de-stalinisation
the CPM leaders continue to refuse to
accept the necessity of this campaign.

It is true that Khrushchev tried to
present certain benefits of the Stalin
era. We should not however forget that
those were the years when leaders like
Molotov with their nostalgic memories
for this era attempted to place various
obstacles in the campaign against Sta-
lin. Khrushchev was therefore con-
strained to launch his campaign at a
secret session of the 20th CPSU Con-
gress. He could also not afford to throw
mud on the entire Stalin era. He was
careful while blaming certain actions of
Stalin to balance it by giving Stalin the
benefit of doubt in some others. But it is
a fact that as Khrushchev consolidated
his power and succeeded in defeating
his challengers he went to the extent of
removing the dead body of Stalin from
the Red Square mausoleum. Unfortu-
nately, the campaign of de-stalinisation
suffered a setback when Leonid Brezh-
nev took over as the Ceneral Secretary
Of thE CPSU.

As far as Ajoy Chosh is concerned,
Comrade Namboodripad needs to be
reminded that the former Ceneral Sec-
retary of the united CPi in his Report
expressed disgust with de-stalinisation.
Comrade Ajoy was shocked to see how
worshippers of Stalin suddenly began
to criticise their leader. The correspond-
ence between Ajoy Chosh and Jayapra-
kash Narayan (JP) clearly mirrors how
the former rushed to admit to the latter
that the habit of communists to attrib-
ute all supreme qualities to their Cener-
al Secretary was at the root cause of the
catastrophe that had visited the OSSR.

Comrade Namboodripad asks lndian
journalists to describe Ajoy Chosh a

Stalinist. He, in fact, feels that lndians
would absolve him t' his colleagues in
the CPM of the charge of being Stalin-
ists, if Ajoy Chosh is also projected as
the sinner of the same type. We can
only observe in response that Ajay Cho-
sh was honest enough not to try and
whitewash the image of his party and
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found it necessary to re-assure JP of
correcting errors.

Then came the assessment by Gor-
bachev on 2 November 1987 and his
open attack on Stalin: "lt is sometimes
said that Stalin did not know about
instances of lawlessness. Documents
at our disposal show that this is not so.
The guilt of Stalin and his immediate
entourage before the party and the
people for the wholesale repressive
measures and acts of lawlessness is
enormous and unforgiveable. This is a
lesson for all generations".

ln the light of Corbachev's devastat-
ing criticism, the CPM leadership tried
to cover up by pretending to believe
that Corbachev was not blaming the
entire era of Stalin; that Gorbachev was
least inclined to expose systemic inad-
equacies of the USSR and that he was
most reluctant to invite capitalist meth-
ods in the Soviet Union. But the world
at large correctly understood Gorba-
chev as questioning such repressive
institutions as the party bureaucracy,
the command economy, censorship,
and so on. lt was obvious that Qorba-
chev had not only challenged the Sta-
linist theory of a linkage between
socialism and violent class struggles,
but was inclined towards the eradica-
tion of Stalinism including its Leninist
roots.

It is at this point that the CPM decid-
ed to stop explaining away Gorbachev
and signed what amounts to a bond of
friendship with Ligachev. The article
written by Comrade Namboodripad is
evidence in this regard. Whereas Cor-
bachev does not want even a single
black page in the history of the USSR,
Ligachev is afraid of openness
because, in his opinion, such a poliry
would enable some people to present
Soviet history as a "chain of errors".

lndeed in a speech in February 1987
Ligachev made it clear that he opposed
the attempts "to denigrate the entire
path of the building of socialism in the
USSR". He was critical of the policy of
presenting Soviet history as an unbro-
ken chain of errors and highlight
instances of repression. He argued that
these were meant to obscure the feat of
the people who created a mighty
socialist power.

Mikhail Corbachev has qone way
beyond Nikita Khrushchev in his criti-
cism of Stalin. Hence it is that the CPM

has now developed a sof'. corner for
Nikita. lf Khrushchev wished to avoid a
discussion of systemic failures in the
Soviet Union, Corbachev has encour-
aged people to speak against such fail-
ures. lf Nikita merely removed the dead
body of Stalin from the Red Square
Mausoleum, Mikhail has adopted mea-
sures to institutionalise the process of
democratisation to ensure that the
USSR would never again see the revival
of Stalinism. Corbachev has done away
with number of simplistic notions -that a socialist society can never have a
free and fair market that this society
will forever be ruled by the oligarchy of
chosen communities; that such a soci-
ety will always enjoy homogeneity and
uninterrupted economic groMh.

Comrade Namboodripad and his
colleagues are naturally highly per-
turbed over the happenings in the
entire communist world. ln fact wor-
shippers of Statism are shedding tears
over the enthusiastic replacement of
the State by society in communist
countries. The fact of the matter is that
after seveng years of experimentation,
the Marxian dream has had to concede
defeat to pluralism.

DR. A. G. MODAK is a Reader in the Centre for
Soviet Studies. Oniversity of Bombay.

Ex-killers Live in Comfort
"Hitler's'crimes are still being justly

punished. But in the Soviet Union there
are literally thousands of ex-killers and
ex-tortureres living on official pensions,
attending various celebrations decked
out in their medals."

These words, wriften by a former
American secretary of state, Zbgniew
Brzezinski, appear in a recent issue of the
US magazine "Commentary."

He adds that a former secret police
rrrajor called Serepenko, the "Eichmann"
of the murder of 15,000 Polish officers at
Katyn, lives comfortably in Moscow. Offi-
cers who took part in Stalin's anti-jewish
purges are still around, and many Rus-
sians, victims or accomplices, know who
they are, says Brzezinski.

The "killers" still hold high places in
the government, the Communist Party,

the KCB and the dozens of other police
and intelligence agencies in the Soviet
Union - none of them disbanded in the
six years of the Corbachev regime.

CO0RTESY: Human RighLs Worldoide



FREEDOM lN E)ilLE the Autobiogra-
phy of the Dalai Lama of Tibet: Hodder
& Stoughton, Kent, 0.K.; 1990;
pp.308: I 16.95.

Tibet is a vast land, twice the size of
France. It is bleak, freezing, barren,
sparsely populated and lashed by
harsh winds. The Chinese claim to
have subjected it to what they call their
'suzerainty' in the year 1247. The Tibet-
ans, for their part, claim that theg had
conquered China and imposed their
suzerainty on it even earlier, in the year
821. Be that as it may, throughout his-
tory, neither country had tried to annex
the other in support of its claim with the
result that Tibet, with formidable
mountain barriers surrounding it from
both its major neighbours, India and
China, had continued to remain one of
the world's truly forbidden lands and
had developed a unique culture of its
own.

A land with no roads or railways and
indeed, virtually no wheels, Tibet was
ruled by a hierarchy of monks called
the lamas; they were priests but also
administrators, policemen, even sol-
diers. lts titular head was the Dalai
Lama who was believed to have been a
reincarnation "of each of the previous
thirteen Dalai l,.amas," the first of
whom, who lived way back in the four-

teenth century, was said to have been
an auatar of Lord Buddha himself, the
founder of the Buddhist religion.

The Thirteenth Dalai Lama died in
1933. While his body lay - or, in point
of fact, sat - in state, its head was seen
to deflect itself towards the north east,
indicating that it was in that direction
that his successor would be found. A
couple of years later, the Chief Lama of
the Regency Council in Tibet saw a
vision: two letters of the alphabet, ah
and ka floated in view, followed by the
image of a monastery on a high hill,
and finally he saw "a house with a
strangely shaped guttering.".

Ah, the court oracles at Lhasa inter-
preted to mean the province of Amdo
which lay to the north east, and ka
could only be the monastery of Kum-
bum. Thus directed, a team of holy
men disguised as ordinary travellers set
out in search of their new God-king.
And right enough, in the province of
Amdo, in the vicinity of the monastery
of Kumbum, was a village called Takt-
ser which contained a house with that
strangely shaped guttering..

And in that house, born after the right
number of months following the death
of the Thirteenth Dalai Lama, lived a lit-
tle boy of three who at once saw
through the disguise of the leader of
this search parly by addressing him as
"Sera Lama!" meaning that he was a
priest from the monastery of Sera. The
boy also gave other, more precise sig-
nals to establish his divinity. He
recognized some of the articles which
had belonged to the Thirteenth Dalai
Lama by pronouncing: "That's mine!
That's mine!.

By such process of reading of omens
and of'random guesswork was the
eighth child of poor parents in the vil-
lage of Taktser identified as the
reincarnation of his predecessor. Fifty
years later, the Dalai Lama himself
blandly asserts: "l have no difficulty in
accepting that I am connected both to
the previous thirteen Dalai Lamas... and
to the Buddha himselfJ'.

Call it a draw in a raffle, call it igno-

rance, obscurantism, mumbo jumbo.
The abiding fact is that the system must
have served the Tibetan people well
enough for them to have gone on with
it for fourteen generations and six hun-
dred years. Also, for that matter, it is
difficult to imagine how, in the light of
our own recent experiences, the demo-
cratic process would have served them
any better. At least one commendable
aspect of their system was that, after
choosing a three year old child as their
reincarnated ruler, they subjected him
to a rigorous regimen of studies to train
him'for his high office. And almost as
final proof of the triumphant efficacy of
the Tibetan system, is the present Dalai
Lama. After fifty years as the Priest-King
of his country, if the Dalai Lama were to
offer himself as a candidate for
re-election to his office, he would be
swept into it virtually unopposed - and
what other world leader can lay claim to
that sort of unswerving following from
his people?.

ln his book Freedom in Exile, the
Dalai Lama tells the story of his life from
childhood to the point in time when he
was honoured by the civilized world with
the gift of the Nobel Peace Prize. lt is,
inevitably, a sad story, of private anxi-
eties and dangers and hardships and
betrayals. But there is a historical level
to the story, too, andthat is even sadder
and more distasteful, since it is a chron-
icle of one country swallowing up
another and getting away with it. The
Chinese who had claimed 'suzerainty'

over Tibet since the year 1247, pro-
ceeded in 1950 to annex it and now
look well on course to completing the
process of assimilation. Already there
are said to be more Chinese people in
Tibet than Tibetans. Lhasa comes
awake and goes to sleep on Beijing
time which is two hours ahead of local
time, and a western visitor who was
allowed a glimpse of the Potala only a
few months ago reports that "but for a

few caretaker monks," there were no
Tibetans in the Potala itself.

The Dalai Lama's writing is simple,
even sparse, but somehow exacl and
effective, and whoever has edited the
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Quality. lt's something we don'l have to
lalk about much. At Bharat Bijlee our
products speak eloquenlly for us. And
so do our cuslomers. Because for forty
years now the Bharat Bijlee name has
spelt quality. Be it in lransformers.
motors or litts.

Let's talk about lranslormers. Our
range is one that's won wide approval
kom some very demanding customers.
And we're always looking lor
innovative ways to enhance lhe range.

Bharal Eijlee motors loo have made
their mark. As is amply borne oul by the

lact that 60,000 molors leave our
laclory every year.

ln lifts, we ve moved up rather last
And with our technical collaboration
with Schindler of Switzerland we're all
set to move even higher.

We have recently ventured inlo a new
lield - lurnkey eleclrilication proiects.
Here too il's ourcommitment to quality
thal's earning us a name in lhe field.

Our activities are diverse. Yel they all
have one lhing in common. Quality
Ol an uncommon kind,

Bharat Biilee Ltd.
Electric Mansion,
Appasaheb Marathe Marg,
Prabhadevi, Eombay 400 025.

Transformers.Motors.
Lifts.Projects.

LEADERS SINCE A LONG TIME

CONSOLIDATED COFFEE LIA{ITED

12,500 acres of coffee plantations. Country's largest
curer, curing aoout 90% of the total production.
Over 40 years of experience.

Growing coffeeby employing the best cultivation
methods. Consolidated Coffee also grows, Tea,

Cardamom, pepper and oranges. A leaCing exporter
of Coffee,lhq are also authorised clearing & forwarding dgents

CONSOLIDATED COFFEE LIMITED
Pollibeta - 571 215
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book has shown restraint and even wis-
dom in not taking too many liberties
Mth the text. By its very nature, Free-
dom in Exile is a story of denunciation,
a chronicle of excesses perpetrated by
one nation against its neighbour. Nev-
ertheless, as one reads on, the
Gandhian parallels in the character of
the Dalai Lama begin to emerge..

At no time does his mood lapse into
hatred or even bitterness. The convic-
tion grows that there is another of
those true practitioners of Nilm.a,
someone who hopes to convert a peo-
ple who are gung-ho with the logic of
Mao Dze Dong, into the practice of
non-violence. The Dalai Lama's man-
tra for all the evils of the world seems to
be : Compassion, forgiveness, love."

lndeed just as Gandhiji in his prayers
often beseeched God to "give good
sense to all," the Fourteenth Dalai
Lama ends his autobiography with a
Prayer:.

1For as long as space endures
For as long as there is life
Until then I may, too, abide
To dispel the miseries of the world."
Perhaps there are those in the Dalai

Lama's immediate circle who have
already determined how and where the
Fifteenth Dalai Lama will manifest him-
self. Those of us who are outside the
mystic circle should enjoin them to use
their magic powers to ensure that the
Fourteenth one lives long. His country
needs him, his people need him, above
all the civilized world nAeds men like
him. lt is a rare breed indeed.

Rcvicwed by ITIANOHAR IYIALGONI!{II, Urc
wcll-known novclist and author o( such bcstsel-
lers as The Prlnc* and A Bend In the Gang*

OTOPI.A AND RESPONSIBIUTY
TODAY, (Ninth Dorab Tata Memorial
Lectures, l99O) by Bernard Levin;
McGraw Hill Publishing Co. Ltd. New
Delhi; l99O; pp 68: Price not stated.

For the past few years, the Dorab
Tata Trust has been doing the public a
great good by inviting eminent Persons
and arranging for them to lecture on
subjects of importance thus seMng the
cause of general enlightenment; some
of them have been memorable occa-
sions indeed.

The Ninth Dorab Tata Lectures were
delivered last year in Bombay and Del-
hi and the texts of these have been

brought together in a handsome small
book. This could form an ideal book
for gifting to young people who are on
the threshold of adult responsibilities. lt
is a book for the young and contains
wholesome and pertinent observations
for a generation that needs them most.
It is not as though our elders would not
benefit by reading these lectures and
pondering upon them - but looking at
the examples of 'elders'collected in the
capital, one feels they are past the age
of reformation.

I say advisedly that our younger peo-
ple should read these, for the elegance
of presentation, the humour and the
seriousness of purpose are things that
are not seen in books these days. For
such good things are not to be read in
the columns of the tabloids and the
glossies to which they are used to. lt is
good to turn to more serious reading
once in a while.

The first essay on 'Utopia' reminds
us that this has been a continuous
quest in western history right from the
first systematic book on philosophy
and politics. It is a dream of the perfect
world, a yardstick to judge present
inadequacies. Often it is a dream world,
a world of escape, a flight, a retreat into
one's own domain. Otopias have been
fuelled either by logic or reason or by a
feeling of an awakened sensibility. Per-
haps the latter are less harmful. The
Utopias erected on the principles of
logic can be terrible.

The Utopians who build their dream
cities armed with reason, science and
technology very often can create verita-
ble hells. lt is fortunate that they do not
always find followers who are able to
put their dreams into reality.

ln this quest for the perfect reality
what does it matter if we sacrifice our
present pleasures for the magnificient
future that will unfold itself before us?
When confused ideas like the ldea of
Progress or the Necessity of a Revolu-
tion are added to the Utopian potion
the draught can not only be intoxicat-
ing but socially deadly and disastrous.
The English, French and other Revolu-
tions have testified to the near social
disruption of entire communities. Lat-
er, Hitler and Stalin filled in the gaps
and "illuminated" for generations to
come the Dance of Death that Utopias
can generate.

Today the pilgrims in quest of Utopia
in the West are not those who arm
themselves with the Red Book, but they
are the brdi smoking wanderers who try
to make it to Kathmandu. They retreat
into a senile world of their own and
wreak havoc upon themselves. Another
dangerous breed which we hope is
extinct is the terrorist which nearly blast-
ed the fragile cMlization that Europe
was.

The dream of Otopia will continue for
all time to come. Levin believes that the
nearest to an Otopia where there was no
oppression and where there is a maxi-
misation of the good life was perhaps in
the Florence of the Medicls and more
certainv in the Athens of Pericles. But if
you happened to be a worker in the sil-
ver mines owned by the fortunate Athe-
nian perhaps you would have a different
story to tell. Levin concedes that even in
Athens, there was a serpent in resi-
dence - the hubris that led to the fall.

Where then is the Otopia and why this
persistent quest? Levin quotes from the
Conference of the Birds of Sadi:

"The birds, after long debate, set out
to find their King, the Simorg, who
has a utopian solution to their trou-
bles of poverly, fear and strife. Some,
from scepticism or weakness, refuse
to go on the journey; others drop out
or die as it goes on and the hardships
they are forced to endure become
more and more dreadful, the rivers
they must cross wider and more tur-
bulent, the deserts hotter and more
arid, the plagues more virulent and
incurable. ln the end, a tiny band of
suMvors reach their goal, where they
learn that they have carried the
Simorg with them from the begin-
ning, for he is made of the courage
and wisdom of their hearts, and all
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they had to do to reach him was to
recognise that he lies within them, as
he does within us all. The persistence
of the utopian conviction points only
to the persistence of the utopian per-
fection of which all men and women
are capable, if they will only believe
themselves so."

Perhaps it is like the musk deer of
Tagore which runs all along to get at
the haunting, fragrance which eludes it
and yet is irresistible. lt is in the very
body of the deer itself!

Did we in lndia hunger for an Utopia?
It does not appear so. For, apart from
cracked leftists and intellectuals in uni-
versities and the press, none in this
country ever built an Utopia intellectual-
ly. All looked back to a past Rama
R4jga and the idiocy of the rural lndian
peasant saved him from the horrors of
an Utopian nightmare. lt is not possible
that even a V.P.Singh basing himself on
the inanities of Mandal will be able to
erect one for us. Our problems are of
another sort and they may-well arise
from another quarter.

The second lecture'Responsibility
Today' is more satisfying for it reminds
us of a moral void that will soon envel-
op us as it already has the Western
world. From the time of the Renais-
sance the European learnt that he
could not take refuge in God, Fate or
the Dark Forces. He had to own
responsibility for his actions. The entire
edifice of Western civilization is built
upon this premise of individual respon-
sibility.

This has been eroded gradually over
the last half century mainly due to intel-
lectual currents and a sense of root-
lessness in the arts. He squarely puts
the responsibility on vulgarized Marx-
ism and Freudism for this abdication.
Not you, but the economic-social
structure, the pre-ordained forces that
determined your actions made you do
the foolish things you do. In the field of
art, there was no meaning; "even as
they (the painters) flung their paint at
the canvas, they were consigning their
own work, together with that of the
masters, into the void".

Lack of individual responsibility for
one's act has reached such a pass that
a man who killed himself by incessant
smoking, "launched a legal action,
continued by his family after his death,
against the manufaeturers of his favou-
rite brand who were accused of caus-

ing his death..." That such ridiculous
suits could be pressed and entertained
in courts (and there are others) indicate
a deep malaise in the Western social
system and beliefs.

With the abdication of individual
responsibility, since it is too heavy to be
borne, one comes to a point where
"anything goes". You don't have to
fend for yourself, you don't have to pay
your debts, nor make your decisions or
be responsible for your actions. We
have become so inured to our respon-
sibilities that one even abuses one's
children sexually or for immediate grat-
ification.

This irresponsibility has spread to
the State as well, for they have degen-
erated from being Welfare States to
becoming Nanny States where they
treat adults as children. He quotes a
case in Britain where "a municipal
council was seeking to evict a family
from their council apartment for non-
payment, over a long period of the renl
The family's defence was that they
could not afford to pay the rent
because they were already paying for
the hire of five television sets and three
video recorders". This may be an
extreme case but may not be untypical
of the brood of citizens that a consu-
merist society produces.

How do we get out of this? He quotes
an important insight of Solzhenitsyn
with which we can end the review of
this delightful and instructive little
book.

"lf you wanted to set the world to
rights,-whom would you begin with -yourself or other people?

Rcvlewed by DR. R. SRINIVASAN

THE ORIGINS AND THE DEVELOP-
MENT OF CL^ASSICAL HIND0ISM by
A.L. Basham edited by Kennith G.
Zysk Oxford University Press, Delhi;
1990; pp. 159; Rs.175

The book under review contains A.L.
Basham's last lectures delivered in
llorth American Universities during
1984-85. These were delivered before
his death in January 1986. Posthu-
mously published, the book is edited
and annotated by his student, Kennith
G. Zysk, who completed some parts of
the last chapter by rvay of providing
'concluding remarks'. This work pre-

sents a lucid and precise account of
the origin and some of the major devel-
opments of classical Hinduism, sug-
gesting in the course, its dynamic
character.

Basham cornpaies the early history
of lndia, to 'a jig-saw puzzle with many
missing pieces; some parts of the pic-
ture are fairly clear, others may be
reconstructed with the aid of controlled
imagination'. The methodology fol-
lowed by Basham, in undertaking this
delicate and arduous task, has been
summed up by the editor as consisting
of "traditional indology with personal
intuition, for it combines history, philol-
ogy, and phenomenology" (pp xviii -
xix). This makes the overall thrust of
the work "historical rather than themat-
ic", which contextualizes the otherwise
abstract religion. Basham's account of
classical Hinduism viewed through this
novel methodology makes interesting
reading.

The book which is about the ancient
lndian religion, carries with it some

contemporary concerns, which seem

to have'motivated Basham to under-

iif" tf," study of Hinduism in particular

and (AnCient) tnaia in genq4J.close
look at his magnum oPr.rs THE WO|I-
DER Tl-lAT wAS INDIA as well as the

book under review, makes one realize

lfrut ttt" plurality and diversity of Hindu

"uiiuiu 
had stiuck the imagination of

Basham, which was more than just a

motivation of intellectual curiosity'

F"ietring to the cultural diversity of
Hita; ."ultrt" rvhich was born out of
South Asia around 5000 B'C' Basham

remarks that the "cul+.ure was by no

means uniform".
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This seems to set the tone of the nar-
rative which is very sympathetic and
often defensive about Hinduism. This is
clearly seen in his portrayal of the vil-
lage culture of South fuia as 'well
advanced'; his characterization of the
period between 700 - 600 B.C as a
period of 'great material progress',
which coincides with the formation of
the Vama system; and his attempt to
dispel the doubt that the Indus Valley
Civilization was brought to lndia by the
invaders. He points out that it was born
out of the indigenous civilization which
'seems to have developed on the soil of
the subcontinent' (p. 1).

He further mentions what he consid-
ers to be an enigmatic feature in early
Hinduism, namely, that the religious life
of the people was centered around the
'home' and not the 'temple'. He brings
this out when he says:

Jews, Christians or Muslims must, if
they wish to be considered pious
members of their faiths, attend their
places of worship at regular intervals.
On the other hand it is possible to be
a very devout Hindu without ever
going near a temple, which is a later
development in Hinduism and still
not one of its essential features. (p.
5)
lmplicit in this contrast is the attribu-

tion of polycentredness to Hinduism
and monocentredness to Christianity,
lslam etc. This characterization dis-
places, as it were, the orientalist para-
digm which associated the East with
spiritualism and the West with material-
ism. ln addition, Basham's treatment
clearly goes beyond the earlier
approach of comparative religions
where the'generalities' and commonal-
ities between religions were sought to
be established. ln this context Basham
seen)s to have anticipated the method-
ological shift in the studies of compara-
tive religions initiated by the East-West
center at Honolulu, Hawaii, where tbe
differences between religions are high-
lighted. This is articulated in the collec-
tion of essays entitled Interpreting
across the boundaries: lYeu Essags ln
Comparatiue Philosophg ( 1 989).

These concerns (as mentioned
above) situated the book in a larger
context and possibly makes for a better
reading of classical Hinduism as pre-
sented by Basham. Having done this let
us present a brief resume of the book.

While reading through the chapters
in the book one easily notices that these

have been impressively divided by the
author, on the basis of what he consid-
ers to be the significant changes Hindu-
ism had undergone. Chapter 1

reconstructs with the aid of archaeolog-
ical sources and Carbon-14 dating, the
village culture of the South Asian peo-
ple around 5000 B.C. This culture gave
rise to the Indus Valley Civilization.
These formed the basis for the origin of
Hinduism. Presenting the people of this
period as oriented towards this world
and the present life Basham says:

"The religion of the Aryans was
oriented towards this world and the
present life... But with the last book
of Rg-Veda, the tenth, a new phase
of lndian religion begins, marked on
the one hand by speculation, an
imaginative search for a first princi-
ple, and on the other hand by the
expansion of sacrificial rituals and
the development of a sacrificial sym-
bolism ...." (pp. 18-19)
The next chapter discusses the

themes generated by the shift, from this
world to the other world. These are: The
fundamental questions raised in this
period - 

"Why is there a universe at
ali?", "Why is there not just nothing-
ness?" etc; formulating in this vein such
important distinctions as being and
non-being, sat and asat, real and unre-
al; and a discussion of different theories
about the sources of creation. Having
discussed this world orientation in
chapter 1 and the other world in chap-
ter 2, the following chapter seeks to
relate them. This is done through the
doctrine of transmigration, which is
post-vedic and authored by Y4jnalal'
kga in Brahadaiangaka upanisad.
Referring to thiggignificant doctrine and
the subsequent development of ascetic
movements, Basham says:

ln lndia there were so many changes
and developments in religion as the
doctrine of transmigration and nonvio-
lence, organized asceticism, mystical
gnosis in search of release (moksa)
from the cycle of birth and death, and
many lesser features of Hinduism, not
to speak of the rise of heterodoxies
such as- Buddhism and Jainism."
(p.37)

The transmigration theory discussed
in chapter 3, implies a never ending
cycle of births and deaths. This fur-
thered the development of asceticism
which undertakes the task of finding
ways of pufting an end to this cycle and

strives to "achieve a sense of complete
release from the trammels of the
world" (p. 51) This is the theme dis-
cussed in a subsequent chapter. One
of the rnajor ways of avoiding/
overcoming this cycle was to identify
atman with Brahman. ln this idenilfi-
cation some new theories about the
creation and the creator are offered.
That is, whether the Brahman isSagu-
na ot nirguna, personal or impersonal,
male or neuter gender, etc. There is
similar discussion of some of the heter-
odox sects, such as Buddhism, Jain-
ism etc.

In chapter 5, the two great epics of
the Hindus, lhe Mahabharala and
Rarhagana are discussed. This is fol-
lowed by a discussion of the
Bhagauad-Cifa and the 'triumph of
theism' in the sixth chapter. The last
chapter contains a discussion about
the Sufras-Stranta, Grhga and Dhar-
ma - which contributed to the estab-
lishment of "norms for the social and
ritual behaviour of every Hindu and laid
down the basis of civil law" (p. i00).
This establishment remarks Basham,
was necessitated as "with the passage
r,:' time, the ritual instructions of the
BraFtmanaS became too complex and
obscure, so that a new set of texts was
required to elucidate the sacrificial pro-
cedures and preserve the traditional
practices". (p. 99).This was followed by
a brief mention of 'modern Hindu
movements' - the Krishna Conscious-
ness (ISKCON), Ramakishna Mission,
Transcendental Meditation (TM)
which became popular in the West. ln
this context it is mentioned that these
subsequent developments in Hinduism
indicate classical Hinduism's 'ability to
assimilate a-nd adapt to change' (p.
1 13).

In addition to this fine narrative the
reader is provided by the editor with a

list of the principal works of A.L. Bash-
am and a helpful bibliography on the
origins and the development of classi-
cal Hinduism.

Reviewed by A. RAGH0 R/AitlA Ri{JO Depad-
ment of Philosophy, Goa Onviersity.

Civilizolion wos lhrust inlo lhe broin ol
Europe on lhe point of o moorish lonce

PO?EPT G. IXGEPSOII
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WHAT lS CNILISATION? by Ananda
K Coomaraswamy Oxford 0niversity
Press, Bombay, 1989; pp xi + 193:
Rs.25O

It is highly appropriate that the Indira
Gandhi National Centre for the Arts,
New Delhi, has undertaken to publish
the Collected Works of A.K.Coomaras-
wamy, of which this is the second vol-
ume. lndeed, even more than Swami
Vivekananda and Rabindranath Tago-
re, Coomaraswamy has the unique gift
of uniting the perennial features of the
Eastern with the Western cultures:
while Vivekananda was mainly a man
of religion and an inspired prophet,
Rabindranath Tagore was essentially a
poet without the wide-ranging scholarly
equipment of Coomaraswamy. Coo-
maraswamy is a master of seminal
insights and a grand reconciler of the
great intuitions of the seers of the
whole of mankind. He is at once at
home with Plato, Aristotle, Philo on the
one hand and St. Augustine, St. Thom-
as Aquinas, Eckhart and other mys-
tics and theologians of the West as also
the entire Vedic lore, the Upanishads,
the Buddhist and lslamic scriptures
and Chinese thought on the other. His
luminous mind synthesises wide-
ranging thoughts and puts them in an
entirely fresh configuration. Every page
of his writing is an act of dynamic liber-
al education

The essay 'What is Civilisation?' after
which the entire collection is named, is

a typical example of the complex and
rich Coomaraswamy composition. He
begins at the beginning, the root of the
word. His etymological passion, which
is almost an obsession, is constantly an

agent of revelation of hitherto
unplumbed thought. The word inevita-
bly takes him to the Word. Neither the
Oxford English Dictionary nor the
Oxford Latin Dictionary trace the word
'civilisation' to'Kei' in Greek 'Keisthai'
and Sanskit si', 'to lie', 'lie outstret-
ched', 'be located in'. Again, he has his
own derivation of 'politics'from 'Pla' in
Greek pirnplemr", Sanslsit,'pr' 'to fill'.
From 'pl' he passes on to Sanskrit
'pur', Latin, 'plenum' and Sanskrit,
'pumam' and English'fill'. From pur',
he goes to the word 'punsha' "the per-
son to be distinguished by his powers
of foresight and understanding from
the animal man (pasu), governed by
his 'hunger and thirst"'.

Worlds of meanings and signifi-
cance, unapproached by the best of
dictionaries, blossom from words and
Coomaraswamy builds large patterns
of thoughts by his solemn games with
words. The miracle he performs is
beyond the dream of fancy. Plato and
the Upanishads are the fount of his
speculation and he takes us straight
from the mundane to the spiritual, man
to God. Coomaraswamy asks a classic
question: 'Who fills or populates, these
cities? Whose are these cities, ours or
God's? And then answers in a rich way
drawing his material from the Vedas
and Upanishads on the one hand and
Plato on the other, and says, 'these
macrocosmic and microcosmic points
of view are interdependent'. The city of
the heart is the same as the city of God
: at the heart of the human city is the
city of God. This God extends, undivid-
ed, to the entire universe. This very God
delegates his power to us, according to
the fitness of each one, nature, and it is
our responsibility to realise this mis-
sion. lt is thus a 'vocational society', an
organism "not an aggregate of com-
peting interests and consequently
unstable 'balance of power' ". He
comes to the conclusion that "the
human city of God contains within itself
the pattern of all other societies and of
a true civilisation". There is justice in
this city "since everyone is a responsi-
ble agent in some special field". He
almost sounds utopian when he writes,
"Thus the ideal society is thought of as
a kind of co-operative workshop in
which production is to be for use and
not for profit..." Along with Schweitzer
he is a strong critic of the modern
industrial society which is ambitious,
competitive and quantitative. He

affirms in a true civilisation, 'laborare
est orare' (to work is to pray). But
"industrialisadon - 'the mammon of'injustice' (Gr. adikia) - and civilisation
are incompatible".

Then what is the answer? He resorts
to Plato again: the politicians should 'fix
their eyes upon their own interior poli-
tics, never aiming to be politicians in the
city of their birth'; we should entrust our
government of cities to 'the uncorrupt-
ed remnant of true philosphers who
now bear the stigma of uselessness';
and to those who, by some divine inspi.
ration, may conceive a genuine love of
true philosophy. He full-throatedly
approves Plato's statement that 'no city
can ever be happy unless its outlines
have been drawn by draughtsmen mak-
ing use of the divine pattern' and adds,
no city is a happy city, unless it con-
forms to "the city of God that is in heav-
en and 'within you' ".

This traditional wisdom of cosmic
interrelatedness and santification of the
human by the divine should not look
utterly out of date in the world of today,
for the simple reason that forsaking that
very wisdom modern civilisation has
reached a suicidal impasse. The resur-
rection of that wisdom which penetrates
into the superficies of human behaviour
and social phenomena alone can resto-
re a central sanity and sweetness to a
society which has all but lost its legiti-
macy to exist. Coomaraswamy's confi-
dent perceptions and insights should
heal our minds and take us forward to a
unified vision of the wholeness of
human civilisatiornwhich is penetrated
by the divine.

The same unititive mind is at work in
all the essays that follow. Though most
of them are short, they are dense with
thought and are the product of contem-
plation of a life-time. Coomaraswamy
constantly fights against all divisions,
the division of man from Cod, the city
of man from the city of God, the East
from the West, philosophy from mysti-
cism, reason from revelation, religion
from religion, religion from metaphys-
ics, the sacred from the profane and
language from language. He calls the
dictum, 'East is East and West is West,
and never the twain shall meet'.as an
expression of impotence and arrogance
in the Western civilisation of his day,
and writes, "we recognise that the only
possible ground upon which an effec-
tive entenle of East and West can be
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accomplished is that of the purely intel-
lectual wisdom that is one and the
same at all times and for all men, and is
independent of all environmental idio-
syncracies ('On the Peftinence of Philo-
sophy').

His paper, 'Beauty, Light and Sound'
is a testimony to the fiction of disunity
between the East and the WesL Plato's
Sgmposium, Dionysius' De Diuinis
Nominibus and the ChandoggaUpan-
ishad proclaim, in the same way, the
unity and identity of the good, the beau-
tiful, being and light. His papers. 'Win-
dows of the Soul', 'The Coming to Birth
of the Spirit', as also 'On Being in One's
Right Mind', show how Coomaraswamy
constantly finds affinity and even identi-
ty of intuitions in the Upanishads, Plato,
and the lslamic works of mysticism. He
also easily reconciles science and reli-
gion and rightly says: 'A real conflict of
science with religion is unimaginable;
the actual conflicts are always of scien-
tists ignorant of religious philosophy
with fundamentalists who maintain that
the truth of their myth is historical ('Cra-
dation and Evolution' l, p.72.

He never divides metaphysics from
aesthetics either: his papers 'Symbols'
'The lnterpretation of Symbols' amply
bear witness to his organic outlook.
'The Symbolism of Archery' is an
admirable expedition into the symbolo-
logy of the West and the East alike. You
see the same eclectic tendency in his
essay'Khwaja Khadir and the Fountain
of Life, in the Tradition of Persian and
Mughal Art'. Coomaraswamy displays a
profound exegetical imagination when
he glosses the Biblical references to
Christ as 'diamond' and 'Corner-stone',
in his papers 'Eckstein' and Quod Fac-
tum Est in lpso Vita Eraf . The book
characteristically ends in one of his art
essays, which examines the relation
between wisdom and methods, or rea-
son and art ('Athena and Hephaistos').
It is impossible to squeeze the writings
of Coomaraswamy to extract their
essence : they are all essence, and they
need to be read again and again to
remake one's mind. His notion of 'civi-
lisation' is not a historian's or an anth-
ropologist's: it is that of a humanist with
a luminous mind which is nursed on
the light of a multitude of thoughts
emanating from the seminal minds of
the whole human globe.

J-he 'Foreword by Sayyed Hossain
Nasi is lrelpfui. Dul wlral was really
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needed was a thorough editorial mate-
rial which would come to the help of
layman and specialist alike. The writ-
ings draw from a wide range of works
in a large number of languages. The
reader needs notes for almost every
reference that he makes. His own foot-
notes are but a mine of scholarship
which take the reader deeper into the
thoughts he develops but they do not
stop and help a general reader find his
way.

It is hoped that future volumes are
competently edited to make them even
more valuable. One is also eager to
know the dates of the various papers,
their sources, and even their contexts
and their relation to his other works.
Though the book is printed in the Onit-
ed Kingdom, it has a number of print-
ing errors: e.g. 'communiciations' (for
'communications') p.2 1,'mortalie' (for
'mortali d'), p.75 'jatissaranam' (for

jatismaranam) p.78, 'loki' (for loke)
p.91, Sukhadukhair - sa4jnai (for
Sukhaduhkhasa4jnaih) p. 99 'sam-
padgage' (for'sampadgate'l p.l13;
'babudha' (for'bahudha') p.1 16 etc.

Once again it is necessary to con-
gratulate the IGNCA for the admiratble
venture of publishing the works of one
of the greatest non-resident, but
intensely genuine, sons of lndia, who
was much closer to the lndian ethos
than many of those who claim a close
kinship with the soil.

Reviewed by R.A. IvlALAGl, Head of the Depart-
ment of English, and Director. Oniversity School
of Languages. Gujarat Oniversity, Ahmedabad.

LIVING OFF THE WEST by Sol San-
ders: Madison Books, 3, Henrietta
Street, London WCZE 8L0; l99O;
pp.249t f, 19.95.

Mikhail Corbachev is a household
at least among those who

read newspapers. Lionised by the West
as the 'Deliverer' who rung down the
Iron Curtain, ended the Cold War and
allowed the satellites in East Europe to
choose freedom he was quickly
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for
I 990.

Barring the Stalinists ancl of course
the nomenclatura in his own country,
communist parties elsewhere including
our very own dyed-in-the-wool Stalin-
rsts (who nave depioreci tire cierrrgraiion

of Stalin and Gorbachev's move
towards a less centralised economv),
the world has, by and large, hailed him
as among the greats of the twentieth
century.

Just a minute! says Sol Sanders, a
respected journalist and political ana-
lyst, striking a note of caution amidst
the paean of praise. Are we absolutely
sure Gorbachev is what he claims to be
or the world perceives him to be? Are
we to conclude that Gorbachev has
abandoned Democratic Centralism
and accepted a pluralist society with all
its concomitants? Or is it merely a tac-
tical turnaround - a 'U'turn' dictated
by economic compulsions?

ln the preface to his book Liuing Off
the West Sanders avers:

"l believe that it is... a widening
gap - on the military side - which
has provided the main motivation
for Soviet leaderhip, headed by
Mikhail Corbachev and his support-
ers to try a radical restructuring of
their system. The hidden agenda is

to persuade the West, once aqain to
give the Soviet state a transfusion of
wealth that may enable the Soviets
continue to play a superpower role,
far beyond the means of an essenti-
ally third world economy."
This is Sanders' thesis and he mar-

shals evidence (nineteen printed pages
of notes and bibliography) going back
to the days of Peter the Creat to Prove
his point.

He points out four periods in the his-
tory of the Soviet Union when intellec-
tuais in iiie vVesi wete iaiieti ii r by



communist pretensions:
1. lmmediately after the Bolshevik

Revolution.
2. During the days of the Popular

Front Against Fascism.
3. During World War ll as partners

of theAllied Forces against Hitler.
4. The detente with the West in the

1970s.

On each of these occasions the
CPSU leadership - Lenin, Stalin,
Khrushchev and Brezhnev - desper-
ately needed Western assistance to tide
over deep economic crises.

lmmediately after Lenin had master-
minded the takeover of the Russian
State, the country, wrecked by civil war,
was facing serious economic difficul-
ties. Lenin decided that Marxist pre-
scriptions were not going to help. The
Western response to the Bolshevik
Revolution had been hostile. To attract
their assistance Lenin conceived in
1921 the New Economic Policy or
NEP. Onder this policy, peasant farm-
ers were permifted "to produce again
by going back to taking a percentage
of their production in kind rather than
relying on increasingly arbitrary requisi-
tions that often had not even left seed
for replanting and had aggravated fam-
ine conditions." The NEP also permit-
ted "the re-emergence of markets that
had been expropriated..." That this was
a reluctant move is evident from a
statement made by Lenin that the NEP
represented a "defeat and a retreat -for a new attack".

Sanders points out that the NEP
served its purpose for it resulted in
"massive shipments of food relief' from
the Onited States to "alleviate the post-
cMl war famine conditions" in the Sovi-
et Union and "helped stave off total
collapse of the Soviet domestic agricul-
tural and consumer economy."

Lenin died and with him went the
NEP. Announcing its end in an article in
Prauda in November 1928 Stalin wrote:
"Either we go back to capitalism or we
go forward to socialism". ln his onward
march to 'socialism' the Soviet dictator
liquidated tens of thousands of kulaks
(peasant farmers) as part of his pro-
gramme to'industrialise agriculture'.
The result was famine once again. The
kolkhoz or collective farms were a
disaster. The Soviet Union once again
needed Western aid but the Western
nations had been turned off by Stalin's
reign of terror. Without pretending to

change poliry, Stalin launched the Pop-
ular Front campaign. lt was a concerted
effort to seduce Western intellectuals
and through them spread disinforma-
tion and propaganda about the ideal
society that was the Soviet Union. As a
school boy I still remember the couple
Of visits I made to the office of the
'Friends of the Soviet Union' nearby
and the beautiful magazines and pic-
tures which portrayed Stalin as a benev-
olent father-figure and the Soviet Union
as a land of peace, prosperity and hap-
piness.

And then the Soviets had their oppor-
tunity to secure Western aid when Hitler
wlro had signed a paci of friendship
with Stalin turned on his 'friend'. The
'lmperalist War' had now become the
"Peoples' War". The Americans rushed
in not only to help the Soviets fight the
Nazis but With promise of help to
rebuild the Soviet post-war economy
This was the famous Lend-Lease 

-'1...14000 aircraft, half a million tons of
explosives, five million tons of regis-
tered shipping, seven thousand marine
engines, four million tons of foodstuffs,
one billion dollars worth of machinery
and equipment, two and half million
tons of steel" and the list goes on as
Sanders quotes from Sovietologist Sut-
ton. According to estimates "the soviets
entered the post-war period with at least
1.25 billion dollars worth of the latest
US equipment for the rehabilitation of
the Soviet post-war economy".

Stalin rewarded the Allies by swallow-
ing up the nations of Eastern Europe.
The Cold War was on.

Despite all this Western benevolence
the 'socialist system' failed yet again
and the Soviet Union was once more in
desperate' straits.

Stalin, at long last, died. His succes-
sor Khrushchev and Khrushchev's suc-
cessor Brezhnev found that Western
help was needed yet again to,bail out
the Soviet economy. This time their
lure was detente. They found two very
important takers in the United States-
Nixon and Kissinger. Once again food
and machinery, trucks and tools made
their way to the Soviet Union. Kissin-
ger's premise was that "greater eco-
nomic interdependency between the
West including the United States, and
the Soviets would restrain Moscow's
behaviour." The Kissinger premise was
shattered when Soviet troops marched
into Afghanistan. President Carter con-

fessed that this invasion "had taught
him more in twenty four hours about
communism than he had learned in
the whole process until then...."
Detente was dead.

Enter Gorbachev with his Clasnost
andPerestroika. Quite apart from the
fact that the war in Afghanistan was
draining the Soviet economy, Gorba-
chev inherited a country on the verge
of bankuptcy. Once biften twice shy as
the old adage goes. The West had
been bitten not once but four times in
sixty years. Would it be any different
this time? Sol Sanders thinks not. True
he wrote the book towards the end of
1989 and early 1990. Since then most
of East Europe is free. Lech Walesa is
President of Poland and Vaclav Havel
presides over the destinies of Czecho-
slovakia. The Soviet Union is facing
internal strife with many of the repub-
lics opting for freedom or a loose fed-
era(on. Then there is Boris Yeltsin who
wants, unlike Gorbachev, a systemic
change. He is President of the Russian
Federation elected to that position in a
free election. On the other hand inde-
pendence demanding protesters in
Lithuania have beerr shot dead by sol-
diers of the Red fumy.

ln the light of all this even assuming
Corbachev is sincere, will the Soviet
Establishment particularly the nornen-
clatura and more importantly the
fumed Forc€s allow Gorbachev to go
beyond a point?

To go back to Sanders' preface:

What is the real reason that Cor-
bachev and the Soviet'new thinkers'
have asked for aid from the West?
The next question is, of course, not
only whether enough of a "transfu-
sion" will be forthcoming from the
West, but whether the patient is too
ill to take the blood. And what is the
probability that a sick and dying
Soviet regime may not try to use its
only remaining asset - its military
strength - in a last desperate
attempt to resuscicate its system.

"...1 believe Gorbachev's heritage
in the Soviet Union is too poor to
accomplish his ends. He will ulti-
mately fail..."
Perhaps Sol Sanders should have

waited a little longer before writing his
book. He couldn't have known, for
instance of the tricks that Saddam Hus-
sein was up to, and the silent but sup-
portive role played by Gorbachev
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(other than the last minute effort to
steal the Western thunder) in the Gulf
War. Perhaps Gorbachev has travelled
too far down the road to turn back; per-
haps he honestly feels that the Soviet
Union does indeed need a systemic
change and is treading cautiously.
Whatever itbe,Liuing Off the Wast is a
book I would recommend to Gorba-
chev's admirers. Perhaps the answer
lies somewhere between Sol Sanders'
well-founded cynicism and the uncriti-
cal adulation of even longtime critics of
the communist system.

Reviewed by S.V.RAI0

SAYAJIRAO OF BARODA. THE
PRINCE AND THE llAN by Fatehsin'
ghrao P. Gaekrrad; P-opular Prakasan.
Bombay 1989; Pp. xiv + 397t
Rs250

Fatehsinghrao Gaehvad has suc-
ceeded in bringing to life the person of
Sayajirao lll of Baroda, with his many-
faceted characteristics' ln 1875 Sayaji-
rao, belonging to the Gael<rvad clan
was chosen for adoption, and thus suc-
cession, to thegadf of Malharrao Caek-
wad by his childless widow Maharani
Jamnabai. The boy born to a well-to-do
farmer's family was just twelve years
old, and had lived hitherto in an
obscure village. The British, who, by
now, held the strings in Baroda, wel-
comed the choice, as theY envisaged
total control over his education,
upbringing, and later, over his reign.
The British took control of the earetak-
er government during the minority of

the new heir apparent, working through
the submissive Diwan, Madhav Rao,
and Rani Jamnabai.

The introductory chapters show how
Damajirao Gaehvad entered Gujarat as
a Commander of the Maratha Army in
1700, and how Pilaji Gaekwad and his
successors steadily acquired inde-
pendent control of various parts of
Gujarlt, with Baroda as the main dis-
trict and headquarters. Fatehsinghrao
shows the initial entry of the British in
this region and how by 1810, they had
brought Baroda under their control
through the system of subsidiary alli-
ance. With the 'definitive treaty' of
1810, Anandrao Gaelavad bound
Baroda to the British in no uncertain
terms, giving up for ever the Gaehrad
sovereignty over Baroda. Fatehsingh-
rao, however keeps harping on equality
of the treaties, and of Gaekvad sover-
eignty over Baroda as if they actually
o<isted. Once a subsidiary alliance is
signed, the British place their agent -Resident-Commissioner-Agent of the
Governor General - to live in the cap-
ital to overlook all activities of the
Maharajahs.

The British compelled the ruler to
disband his own army and keep a 'sub-
sidiary'force paid by him, but, captain-
ed by a British Officer, under the

supervision of the British Agent. ln
Sayajirao ll's case he was forced to
maintain an additional contingent of
3000 horses at his expense to help the
British in their fight against recalcitrant
lndian princes. An lndian prince under
the subsidiary alliance was nothing but
a cypher, and any prince trying to pre-
sume on soverignty, or showing even a
slight sense of independence was sum-
marily dealt with by the British, either
by the acquisition of his territories, as in
the case of Sayajirao ll, or deposition,
as in the case of Malharrao Gaehvad.
Thus the gadi which Sayajirao lll inher-
ited was extremely circumscribed. ln
spite of this he gave a great deal to his
state, instead of reacting as many other
princes did with total disinterest in any-
thing but self pleasure and indulgence

- the consequence of their protection
by the British.

A very well documented and interest-
ing account is given by the author of the
training and preparation of Sayajirao lll
for accession to the gadf. He was fortu-
nate in having as his tutor, a humane,
liberal Englishman, Mr. F. A H. Etliott,
who subsequently wrote an excellent
history of the Baroda State. He taught
his young charge well enough to devel-
op in him an astute, diligent, and ratio-
nal mind, which was to stand him in
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good stead in the future, as ruler. At the
same time, he learnt the realities of Brit-
ish paramountcy from the actions and
'advice' of the Dewan Madhav Rao -who was an epitome of the servility
expected by the British.

The nearly sixty years of Sayajirao's
'reign'was extremely fruitful for Baroda.
He was one of the most enlightened rul-
ers of an lndian State, and in some
respects Baroda was recognised as
more progressive, and doing more for
its subjects, than the British were doing
in their territories - an affront to British
paramountcy!

Sayajirao was a great traveller and
everywhere he went, he studied public
administration, educational systems,
water conservation, irrigation and vari-
ous aspects of civic amenities. He put
all this information to use and made
Baroda an ideal State.

He started by putting into effect the
separation of the judiciary from the
administration, and setting up a legisla-
tive council, albeit nominated, but more
representative than what British lndia
had. He rationalised the civil service and
his household administration, weeding
out surplus, unproductive 'offices'. ln
the economic sphere he started Baroda
on the road to industrialisation as early
as 1885, by setting up sugar and textile
mills, adding to the railway line, Iinking
Baroda city to all the main towns, and at
the same time, connecting them by a
network of roads. Baroda was rapidly
developed into a modern city, with
broad roads, parks and fine public
buildings.

Education which was always a priori-
ty with the Maharajah was made com-
pulsory upto the age of 14 and new
schools sprang up every year. The
Baroda College, now the M. S. Universi-
ty, made rapid strides with new facilities
added in quick succession. lnfluenced
by social reforms, he started schools for
girls and also encouraged education
among the untouchables by starting
separate schools for them. These
schools were free and the students were
provided with free slates, pencils and
textbooks. Special model schools were
also started for aboriginal children with
arrangements for agricultural and other
vocational training. Indeed the Mahara-
jah transformed Baroda into a model of
a socially and politically progressive
s[ate. lt was generally acknowledged
that Baroda was much in advance of
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British lndia in the matter of social legis-
lation, and it was this that galled the
British most. Sayajirao thus became a
target of attack by British administrators

- the Agent Cenerals, Governors and
Governor Generals.

Sayajirao on his part realised the real
position of the native States and their
rulers. Being a proud, sensitive, digni-
fied, and self-respecting Prince, he
resented the position in which he found
himself. As Fatensinghrao points out,
he showed this in no uncertain terms,
but also, intelligent as he was, in a very
circumspect manner. Thus, whilst the
British knew exactly what he was doing,
they could not fault him enough to
depose him. Sayajirao tried to escape
as often as possible from the British
officials breathing down his neck by
making long trips outside his State and
coordinated affairs from a distance in a
systematic and disciplined manner. He
chose his Diwans well, so that they
helped him raise Baroda to a high level
of development. His stay outside the
State never did any harm to the State.
On the other hand it gave him an
excuse for not attending th obsequious
darbars and avoiding visits to Baroda
by Governors and Governor-Generals.
All this added to the British dislike of
Sayajirao and their determination to
depose him if possible.

The British even tried to accuse
Sayajirao of joining hands with nation-
alists in and outside lndia. Elaborate
arrangements were made by them to
spy on him and reports prepared with
all sorts of inconsequential details.
Sayajirao as a man of the future, was
definitely a lover of his country, a
nationalist and against imperialism. He
was an admirer of the great leaders of
the day - Tilak, Ranade, Gokhale and
supported them openly in the meetings
of the Annual Social Conference, but
was careful not to openly espouse their
political cause. He in turn was held up
as an ideal Prince by them and eulo-
gised in their papers and speeches.

Fatehsinghrao has done justice to
his great grandfather in bringing before
the public this very accomplished and
eminently wise ruler of a bygone , but
unforgettable era.

Reviewed by DR. (mRS.) lvli{Nl l{:6U{ERl(l\R,
Retired Professor of History and Director of the
Collcgc Developmcnt Council of the SIIDT
Women's 0niversity, Bombay.
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