


A Tribute

a. nroster of religiou.s lesls <rrt,d. tt lr.u.ttt unisl oll rolled. hr otrc.

be betlered.

Mr.S.L.Kirloskar Ta rkateerth Laxmanshastri Joshi

f

t

"Shantanurao Laxrnan-
rao Kirloskar - SLK or just
Shantanurao to most of us
died orr April 24 at the rile
age of91.

"I do not rernember rvhen
I rnet him hrst. Probably it
was sometirne in the rnid-
seventies. The licence-permit
raj rvas taking its toll;... In a
speech in Madras, SLK
analysed the economic rnal-
aise and its cure. He was
blunt. He pleaded that the
Planning Commission sl'rould
be abolished; that FERA
should be scrapped, and the

industnal licensing sysLern should also be done away with.
Quite a few at that time thorrght that SLK was far behind the
times and that'these thirrp' were not going to happen...I for
one found a trernendous fresh breeze iu that assesstnetrt, and
admired the man who had the courage to call a spade a
spade...

"His opposition to the malfunctiouing of the public sector
was very fundamental indeed. He would have like a iotal
elimination of the public sector. Eveu in 1981, he was iu favour
ola Plan holiday. I asked ifsetting up oflong gestation public
sector plants like fertilisers or power generatiotr' cau be
postponed. SLK said, "Why not? We should cotrceutrate on the
veryexpeditious completion of the on-going projects... Govertr-
mellt must realise that its record of planning aud executitrg
new projects is uniformly bad; aud therefore desist from
starting any such new projects.

"Several of SLK's decades-old policy convictious are being
translated into poiicies by Dr.Mannrohan Sitrgh's ecottomic
relorrns programmes since 1991, thougl.r SLK rvould have
surely felt that the refortns pl'ocess was slow and halting....

"At a personal level also, I louud SLK surprisingly com-
posed durir-rg the days wheu he was raided aud arrested, I
believe in connection with alleged foleign exchange violations.
During those days, he once explained to me atld classified
raids into two types. The excise evasiou raids or the iucotne tax
raids were the first type; alrd, at least ou paper tl-re rnotive was
to collect more revenue. Most of those raided had to pa-v tlp
first and litigate lat.er. Tax officers had, he said, not only
incentives but quotas fixed. Raids on FERA violatot's were the
second type. They were essetttially (bl instilling fear into t.he

rnir-rds of othel's, or out of vengeatrce. Itr his case, the Fir-rance

I\'linist.er was angt): bectrtt-'e Cioveltttrtetit drd not kttorl' rvltiit
charges to frarne; goveLttttretrt did not find anythirlg (darnag-

ing); so, still rnore raids were cotrdtrcted !"

(ilIR. D. R. PENDSE. Frorn hi-* article: Itt lltc turtlttrtty of'S.l,.Kit.loskrtr)

"Tarkateerth
Laxrnanshastri Joshi, who
dies at 94 on l\{ay 27,L994,
was one of the most
distinguished thinkels
I\{aharashtra has produced
in this centuly. Thotrgh gifted
r,r'ith an awesonte grasp ol
Indian and westem philo-
sophica I traditior.rs, i\{r. Joshi
eschewed a lile of mere
scholalship. He rvas au active
participant in the inde-
pendence movemeut and
suffered imprisonrnent for
his convictious.

"He canrpaigrred ha ld ag:rinst uutouchability as also against
illiteracy, ignorance and bigotry. With his deep belief in the
power of the ir.rtellect to brir.rg about radical social aud political
change. Mr. Joshi was a representative of the best traditious of
tlre Ilrdiangrttrtur-vogis.IIe rvas thus able to master the vedas
and shastras rvith tneutot's like Swarni Kevalanauda and Raja-
ramshastri Dlavid and to study Er.rglish, rvestern philosoph-v
and modern history ur-rder the influence of nrasters like \/ir-roba
Bhave and the historian, V. K. Rajarvade.

"Such was Mr. Joshi's polymathic getrius, that his teachers
said he u'ould have made au outstatrding scietrtist had he
turned to the natural scietrces or mathetnatics. Unlike many
traditiorralists horvever', he was also a httrtrtu-.r'ogi, doet' who
had an opert mind. For instauce, rvhen the so-called tladition-
a lists a ttacked Ga ndh iji's n-rovernent a ga itrst u t'ttouchabil ity i rt

I\{aharashtra, it rvas Mr. Joshi who showed cotn'iucingly that
the practice had tro sauctiott itr the s/ro.s/r'rr's. He also wrote
aboul and campaigned fol tl.re relevallce of the t'eforlns carried
out by J1'otiba Phule, long before the latter acquired a reptlta-
tion lor being'politically collect' itr Mahat'aslttt'a.

"N{r. Joshi was attracted by ntarxist and tnaterialist think-
ing and later by I\4. N. Roy's nerv htuttatrisln. Despite his
activisur, horvever, he pelsisted in the pulsuit olptrre ktlorvl-
edge. Among his rnan.y achievemettts, perhaps his nrost lastirlg
contribution to posterity u'ill be his mouturtetrtal wot'k otr a

Marathi encyclopaedia, 14 volutnes of which are already in
plint."

\' l' I t,''l' i r r t r'' r,l l r t r t i r r, ll() I\{n.t', 1 Ir1 t.l t
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BETWEEN OURSELVES...
India's decision to sign the Marrakesh declaration on GATT is in keeping with

(what is now so very evident) the accelerating trend towards globalisation and the
Indian government's new economic policy. The Indira Congress's championing of
GATT is therefore understandable even if it be tactical and inescapable in the
circumstances,

But why are the saffrons, the reds and the pinks so worked up. Do they
themselves really believe their charge that by signing the GATT, the government
has signed sway our sovereignty? Very unlikely. The BJP finds that international
class warfare is, at this point of time, more profitable than warring for Ram and his
palace at Ayodhya. The reds and the pinks feel cheated by history. Instead of the
State withering way they are, May be by joining the hysteria being artihcially
generated on GATT they could perhaps recover some lost ground. There are still
many who dislike Coke.

Almost every day there are TV spots on '*'hy GATT is to India's advantage. But
the credibility of the Congress party and more so Doordarshan is so low that people
would prefer to believe the opposite of what is said by a Congressman or by
Doordarshan. This and the disinformation being spread by the RSS, the BJP and
the, assorted Dals and parties has confused the ordinary man and woman.

We have had many requests from readers asking us to write in simple langrrage
what GATT is and whether it is good or bad for India. We have attempted to do this
and hope it helps make the issues involved easier to understand, We shall have more
on GATT in subsequent issues.

The reproduction of the article "Islam and Bosnia" from TIrc Salisbury Reuierp
should not lead our readers to conclude that we speak for the Serbs and are critical
of the Bosnians, This is not so. We condemn in unambiguous terms the beastliness
of the concept of 'ethnic cleansing' but we want to highlight the fact that thoughtless
recourse (even academically) to religious fundamendalism could lead to bloodshed
and untold misery - a point made forcefully in the article, also in this issue, "God
and Violence",

We are late again but have not given up hope of bging able to restore the
timeliness of publication. Once again we apologise to our readers, some of u'ho have
even reprimanded us. We aecept their reprimand and ask them to bear with us a
little while longer.

S.V.Raju, R.Srinivasan
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"The deep ,noons round wilh many voices. Corne, nty friends
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world" - Tennyson

The government solution to a problem is usually as bad as
the problem.

Milton Friedman, quoted in
t}oe Indian Etptvss March 22.

We the members of the common public cannot take legal
action against those who tell white lies on (the) A5ssrn61t
floor.

Mr. Arup Das, Secretary of The Sky-Lark Co-operative
Housing. Society Ltd., The Titnes of India, March 20.

All prime ministers are stop-gap. It depends on how wide
the gap is.

Mr. P. V. Narasimha Rao,TIteTines of India, March 20.

In country after country, religious fundamentalism and
aggressive nationalism are exceptions to the rule. When its
voters chose equalityand secularism, the politics ofmodern
hate were exposed for what they are: man made and far
from ancient.

Lloyd and Suzanne Rudolph,
Neu, Republic, Febnrary 14.

As with great conversions, the Afrikaners ended apartheid
not so much because they wanted to be 6nod as basically
because they wanted to be fashionable.

Andrew Kewry,Spectolor, April 2.

The stability of the private sector is judgred by rise in
profits; that of the public sector by fall in losses.

Santosh Puthran, in a letter in
t\e Intlion Erptess, June 1.

Wrenever the Government of India is in trouble, it does two
things. First,'it denies what has not been said. Second it
blames the foreign hand for all its problems.

Chitra Subrarnaniam, the .Indi ott Etpress, April 30.

There are Sekou Toure and Nyerere streets, boulevards
and avenues all over Africa. Other tyrants, incompetent iu
everything except in gaining and retaining powet', are
similarly celebrated and rnemorialised.

Anthony Daniels in his article "The Undoing of Africa",
The Salisbury llcuiew, December 1993.

Freedont. First 2

AungSan Suu Kyi! She is the only one not afraid! She has no
gun, only her mouth to fight 300,000 soldiers.

A Rangoon shopkeeper, TIM E, February 28.

The RIP prescribed history text-books (in U.P.) not only
claimed that the Aryans were the original inhabitants of
India but that India's independence struggle began 2500
years ago!

V. K. Sinha, Tlrc Seculorisl, May-June 1993.

In every country the politician is a despised species. In
parts ofAfrica he has not been seen foryears, the war lords
having killed them, or put them away in asylums.

K. F. Rustomji in his article "Democracy too is failing',
T'he llod.ical llurnottisl, January 1994.

When I talk of foreign investment, I don't necessarily mean
foreign in the seuse of a foleigrr cou ntry. What is outside the
government is foreign.

Prime Minister P. V. Narasimha Rao, in an interview
inthe tr'in.anciul Titnes (London), March 11.

If India's 120 million Muslims begin to share a mass
fantasy of an imaginary homeland peopled only by believ-
ers, it is the faulty choreoglaphing of Indian foreign policy
that must henceforth be blamed.

Rashmee Z. Ahmed,'l'\rc I'irnes of Intl.it, April 29.

We are at a loss to know whether it is compulsory that a
heroine should invariably appear on the screen with accen-
tuated angularities, deepened depressions and exag5er-
ated protruberallces of the body.

Justices K. Jayachandra Reddy and G. N. Ray in their
judgement while confirming the death sentence of a

notorious criminal, Irxl.iutr llxprcss, April 8,'94

Religious books should be sent to musettms.

Taslima Nasreen, quoted in
t}:.e Indiur Express June 6.

If a nran is pict.uled choppingoffa wotnatt's breast, it only
gcts an 'R' rating; but if, God forbid, a nlan is pictured
kissiug a woulan's breast., it, gets atr 'X' rating. Wlry is
..' ir r lr: ncc rno ic l.r i:cc1 rt a L lr: t I ra n t.c t rilcr ttcrs-s'.'

Sally Str-r.thers, In.rl.itn Llt2ress, April 8.
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Executions for Profit - China Style

In recent years, China has had
the distinction of being in the front
page of newspapers, but our papers
have not publicized another dimension
which needs to be. Its record of state
executions is indeed frightening. On a
conservative estimate, four people are
executed every day - 637o of state
executions of the world take place in
that ancient land. Once shot dead, the
bodies are taken to a hospital and
organs removed for transplant. Need-
less to mention, no consent is taken of
the prisoner. Since the prisoners are
not treated with dignity before their
death, what matters if their bodies
are treated so shabbily after death?
Their death is instant and summary
with no frills like being blind-folded.
One could be executed for crimes "like
making and selling ordinary spirits
as Maotai, a liquor fiamous for its
potency." One-third of all criminal
offences in China end up in execution.
The family has to pay the equivalent
of six American cents foi the ashes of
the executed - the ultimate in the dis-
honouring the members of the family
of the unfortunate dead.

Churchill

Many readers of Freedom First
will be familiar with the statement of
Winston Churchill that India on inde-
pendence, was handed over to men of
straw. Elderly people generally quote
this in condenrning our rulers. That
this verbal outbreak was part of

Churchill's deep-seated racism is now
documented in an interesting article
in the Spectator of 4 April 1994. He
invited the editor of tlte Spectator in
April 1955 to write on the dangers of
Indian and other immigrants flood-
ing the islands and turning it into a
"magpie society". .ds Home Secretary
in 1906, he dabbled in eugenics and
"instructed his officials to look into
the possibliity of enforced steriliza-
tion of the feeble and the insane. One
wonders how Sanjay Gandhi would
have responded to this proposal had it
been made during the 'Emergency'.
While in Kenya, he regarded the
Kikuyu to be "light-hearted, tractable
if brutish children ... capable of being
instructed, Africano in general were
"less crudly animal" when they wore
clothes. After declaring "no man has a
right to be idle", he charitably added,
"and I do not exempt the African."

In 1921, when he was Colonial
Secretary, he described "Indians of
EastAfrica ... (as) mainly ofa very low
class of coolies and the idea that they
should be put on equality with Euro-
peans is revolting to every white man
throughout British East Africa." He
described Negl'oes as "niggers" or
"blackamons", Arabs as "worthless",
Chinese as "chinks" or "pigtails", other
black races as "baboons" or "Hot-
tentots". Italians were "mere organ

6Jrinders" and the Eryptians on one
occasion as "lower than the most de-
graded sa\/ages now known".

IIe was sule llraL Llru lri..li:ri',.- in
spite of the 1943 famine, would breed

Fatal'Encounters' of the Chinese
Kind

Some months ago, our newspa-
pers report offoreign tourists in Egrpt
being shot at and a few ofthem being
killed. The tourists floodingthat coun-
try now have been reduced to a trickle.
I wonder whether our newspapers
have reported similar happeninp in
China. TheSanJose Mercury ofApril
15, 1994 reports that one could visit
China as a tourist and could die there
by "accident" - even as it used to hap-
pen in our land when "encounters"
used to take place with the police.

Taiwanese go to China on tours
and one such groupof24 on a pleasure
boat were found mysteriously dead in
the "Scenic Quiandao Lake" nearly
200 miles southeast ofShanghai. This
happened on 31 March, but what is
surprising was that the officials re-
fused to allow the relatives to inspect
the dead bodies or the boat itself.
While the offrcials claimed to have
done autopsies, the results were not
available to the relatives. The rela-
tives who protested against this were
held incommunicado in their hotels
for a week. The bodies were cremated
and the ashes were given to the rela-
tives. The relatives allege that they
sawbullet holes in the boat andall the
32 bodies were below the deck - not
one of them could have jumped over-
board.

The guess appears to be that the
boat was attacked by pirates, who
robbed the tourists, shot them up in
the lower deck and set fire to the boat.
Taipei has halted all cultural ex-
changes. If a ban is imposed, China
would lose 1.5 million tourists from
the land who spend lavishly.

Is China a disciplined country
unlike ours?

, ' Attril-June 1994:.t:
it,i.'";i. .

l'reerlott L'irsl 3



like rabbits. The Japanese, he
"accepted" were regarded as nshort-

sighted" as a race and they could not
make good bomber pilots. It was an
opinion he had swiftly to revise, after
the sinkingofthe Prince ofWales and
the Repulse. At the outbreak of the
Korean war, he argued that "four
million pigtails don't make an army'r
till the Chinese Red Army proved
otherwise.

Had he been alive, perhaps, he
would point to the brutal massacre of
the Hutus and Tutsi as justifying him
but what of.the Serbs?

Resisting Freedom's Power

After celebrating the Inter-
national Year of Human Rights, the
Japanese Prime l\{inister has ann-
ounced that the Chinese andJapanese
people should not be clarnped upon by
"western or European type deruo-
cracy" and western concepts ofhuman
rights should not be imposed on all

nations. Many African "statesmen"
and non-statesmen of the third world
will be happyat this. The attempt is to
pressurize the U.S. not to end the low
tariffprivileges that China is entitled
to from the U.S. and allow this vast
nation to trample upon Tibetans and
the dissidents.

Often, the excuse trumped up is
the Confuciun heritage of China and
Japan enforced by the Governnent of
Singapore. The rights of the Commu-
nity triumph over that of the indi-
vidual. Fang Lizhi with whom read-
ers of Freedom First are familar, put
the matter well. The Communists fi ght
human rights not because they are
Confuciunists, but because they are
heminists. For all its incr.easing armed
power, Beijing like all dictatorships,
knows the greater power of creeping
freedom".

RS

The Bomboy of
Whose Dreoms ?

One hos been reqding wilh
interesl, press reports of our dy-
nomic Chief Minister ond the
powers thoi be, wonling to rnoke
Bomboy lhe finonciol copitol of
lhe Eosl.

It is rother omusing lo nole,
thot while Bomboy hos inherent
infrostruc turol odvontoges lo fulf il

this dreom is the Governmenl so
noive to believe thol globolploy-
ers would wont to invest, reside
ond operole out of o city like
Bornboy?

A city thot is decoying by
the second? A city lhot is infested
by beggors ond squotlers ol
olrnost every slreel corner? A
city lhot is o hoven for oll hues of
criminols? A cily where life ond
lirnb of honesl lox poying citizsn5
ore constonlly insecure? A city
reduced lo squolor ond filth? A
cily thot conslitules o slum corn-
ponent of 60"/o? A cily which is o
slum-dwellers porodise? (Where
else in lhe world con lond volued
ol on overoge of Rs.4,000/- per
sq.fl. be usurped under lhe
excuse of poverty, whereos the
honest, lox poying citizen is

mode lo cough up morkel
prices).

And to think lhol lhe very
some politicions who lel lhis once
beoutiful islond city choke bef-
ore lheir very eyes becouse of
vote bonk compulsions, greed
ond ovorice ore lodoy con-
ceiving grondiose plons lo
c onvert Bornboy inlo on
inlernotionol f inonciol centre.

Good luck lo lhem! For if
ony person con ochieve this irn-
possible dreom of reinstoling
Bornboy lo its pristine giory, thot
mon would hove his nome
etched rn gold for os long os
BornboV rr:rnoins

K. J. Polel

h-reedon I'irst I

4';/: :.

'Not all, but many professors
possess an utterly wrong notion
that no one but their tribe can
guide the ordinary people where
progressive thoughts are to be
propagated. But the reality is quite
different. Renowned historian V.
K. Rajwade died at Dhule, on 1st
December 1926 at the age of 63.
What does he say about teachers
and professors? IIe says that he
did not corne into contact with the
teacher worth his profession right
from the primary to the varsity
levels. Whatever real knowledge
he acquired, he acquired it by
readingbooks on diffcrent suhjects
written by eminent authols. The
remark refers to the teachels and
professors in the pre-1926 era. In
that context, the lesssaid the better
in respect of the teachels and
professors in the current ertr !

Thus, it will be cleal that
propagation of progressive tl'ro-
ughts cannot be the monopoly of
professors. In fact, this task can be
more efficiently and effectively
performed by doctors, pleadels,
serving or retired government ser'-
vants with progressive dispos ition
or outlook. Government servants
fi'om the revenue, police, judicial
a nd ra ilway departments have.the
advantage of considerable mass
contact which professors lack. A
University Degree counts only in
securing jobs. Where renaissance
is concerned only knowledge
cotrnts. Persons rvithout any Dcg-
ree but posse.ssingsuffi cient know-
ledge cnn propagate plogressive
thoughts more effectively thrrn
persons '*'ith Degrees but pos-
sessing insulTicir:nt l<nowledge.

G. Y. Dhalap 6omboy

A1,t il-)rtn,' 199'l



Don't Let Them Fool You
This Hysteria over GATT

S. V. Roju

A number of readers have requested us to explain to them what GATT (or the Dunkel Draft as it is
'popularly'known) is all about. They say that the arguments for or against the GATT agreement confuse

them and they are unable to decide whether the Government of India acted in the country's interest
when theysigned the GAT"T agreement at Marrakesh in Morocco l.ecently.

GATT is an international forum
founded in 1947 by 23 countries - one
ofthern India - as a special organisation
of the United Nations. It is based in
Geneva, Switzerland. Today, GATT
has a mernbershipof 11 7 countries. Of
these about two thirds or 78 countries
are frorn the developing wolld. It is
estimated that its members account
for 937c of the world's trade.

GATT is the acronym for
GENERAL AGREEMENT ON TAR-
IFFS AND TRADE. It is not an
organisation like the WHOor the ILO.
It is more in the natule of a forum
where member countries attempt to
organise mutually acceptable trade
alrangements. GATT seeks to frame
rules on the basis of a consensus.
These rules are binding on all the 117
member countries. If these rules are
violated then the aggrieved country,
can, under the GATT ag eement, seek
redless. For, the treaty also provides
a mechanism for settling disputes
between member governments. [n
other words GATT is both a code of
rules for international trade as well
as a forurn in which countt'ies can
discuss and find solutions to their
trade ploblems.

BeginningApril 1995, GATT will
be converted into a formal organi-
sation and will be known as the World
Trade Organisation orWTO enjoying
the same status as the World Bank or
the IMF.

GATT's moin considerotions

GATT's aim is simple: To get coun-
tries to reduce theil tariffs or import

Altril-)trn-e 1991

duties to the maximum extent pos-
sible, open their markets to each other,
stimulate world trade and global eco-
nom ic growth. Member-countries' en-
joyMFN (Most Favoured Nation)sta-
tus with one another. This lneans
that any favourable tarifTs that any
two or more GATTmember-countries
have between themselves would have
to be extended to allother GATTmem-
bers.

For example any tariffreductions
that the US and EC negotiate be-
tween themselves will automatically
be applicable to all GATT members.
For instance if the US and EC agree to
eliminate tariffs on electronic goods,
even a country like India will benefit
since this concession will have to be
extended to electronic goods exported
from India as well.

The main considerations are gen-
erally related to import duties, import
restrictions, customs duties, export
incentives,'dumping' etc. The GATT
agteement sets down detailed rules
governing these issues, often product
by product.

As countries develop and trade
patterns change, trading arr-
angements keep changing. To keep
up with these changing needs and to
reduce obstacles to the movement of
goods between nations, GATT
arranges periodic reviews of the
existing trading arrangements bet-
ween member-countries. These
peliodic reviews are called 'Rounds'.
In the 47 years since the founding of
GATT there have been eight such
'Rounds':

The present GATT accord signed
at Marrakesh in Morocco on April 15
this year,which marked the conclu-
sion of the 8th Round is thelefore also
known as the'Uruguay Round'.

Advontoges of GATT membership

Member countries of GA'IT are
able to agree (on the basis of consen-
sus) on a common set of rules to gov-
eln tlade with each other. These rules
provide for a stable and predictable
basis fortrade and enables world trade
to be conducted without discrimina-
tion.

In the absence of such
internationally accepted rules, eco-
nomica lly weaker countries ie. under-
developed countries could be and are
known to have been pressurised by
more powerful trading countries. In
other words membership of GATT is
more advantageous to the weakerand
pool'er nations than to the richer and
stlonger ones.

As already mentioned, bybeinga
nrember of GATT, a member country

GATT 'Rounds'

I Hovonq 1947

2 Annecy 1949
(Fronce)

3 lorquoy 1950-51
(u,K.).

4 Genevo 1955-56

5 Genevo 1960-62

6 Genevo 1964 67

7 lokyo 1973 79

3 i ur,lu .i.-i L"ls l?Ci ?3
(Uruguoy)
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automatically enjoys the MFN treat-
ment from all other membercountries.
This mea ns that all member countries
are bound to grant each other,
tleatment as favourable as they give
to any country in the matter of
imposing duties (or tariffs). Any
benefit given by any one country in
favour of another is automatically
available to all other member coun-
tries. This is particularlybeneficial to
developing countries whose economic
power is limited.

Conversely, if a country, say In-
dia, is not a member of GATT, it will
have to negotiate trading arrange-
ments with each country separately.
In such an event India, as a non-

. member, will, when negotiating with
an economically more pr.osperous and
powerful country, have to give up
much more on the very same issues
than would have been the case under
a multilateral system like GATT.

The Dunkel Drofi ond GATT

The Uruguay Round.started in
September 1986 and was to end by
December 1990. But because ofsharp
differences ofopinion among the mem-
ber countries the Round had to be
extended. When, even a year later, in
December 1991, no agreement was in
sight, Mr. Arthur Dunkel, the then
Director General of GATT, himself
drafted a set ofproposals based on the
five years of discussions at Punta del
Este including areas of differences
that had surfaced. In other words
Mr.Dunkel prepared what he consid-
ered a consensus draft that would be
generally acceptable to the member
countries. This came to be known as

, the Dunkel Draft or the Dunkel Text
or the Dunkel Proposals.

il.; By its very nature, and consider-

h,. ing the circumstances, Mr. Dunkel's
* Draftwasacompromisepackage.And,

as we all know, the very meaning of
-: . compromise is that we give sonre and
<',:, take some.
ir:.

For his remarkable feat Mr.
Arthur Dunkel should have been
honoured. Instead we saw his effigies
beingburnt. On the other hand this is
not so surprising considering the fact
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that those who have sought to whip
up hysteria over GATT are actually
those (e.g. political parties, groups,
organisations and individuals) who
saw the Dunkel proposals freeing
world trade as a threat to their little
kingdoms and their self-interests.

With the signing of the GATT
accord at Marrakesh it'is now a proper
GATT agreement and no longer a
"draft". It is a document with 500
pages of legal text called the Final
Act, and around 20,000 pages of indi-
vidual concessions on market access
to goods and services.

The Agreement cuts across
national boundaries and creates a
tradingsystem which takes full cogni-
zance ofthe globalisation ofthe world's
economy. It presents the biggest
package of market concessions ever
negotiated.

The WTO (which as mentioned
earlier is the organisation that has
been conceived by the Uruguay
Round) will have a numberofcouncils
and committees to monitor the
observance of ruleS and regulations
covering every aspect of world
commerce, including trade in agri-
culture, textiles, services and

. 
f,t:..,:,ta.!g:

intellectua I property protection. These
are in addition to traditional areas of
mercantile trade generally covered
by earlier GATT accords.

Areos covered by GATT

The areas coveled bythe Uruguay
Round ofGATT are:

1. Agliculture,
2. Tlade Related Intellectual

Plopelty Rights (TRIPs)

3. Textiles,

4. Trade Related Investruent
Measures (TRII\{s), and,

5. Serwices

Let us briefly examine how each
of these have been dealt with in GATT.

l. Agriculture:

Aglicultule is included in GATT
for the first time. It is patterned on
similar an'angements between the
European Comrnunity (BC) and the
United States.

All non-tariff ban'ier.s like
quotas' have been converted into
tarifG (import duties). These have,
under GATT, been reduced by 367c for
industrialised countries and by 247o
for poor nations. The cuts will be
implemented over six years for rich
countries and tenyears for the othe. s.
Member countlies ale not allowed to
ban irnpolts.

What this means is that coun-
tries with closed farm markets are
nowcompelled to irnportat least three
per cent of their domestic require-
ment (r'ising to fir'e per cent over a six-
.yeal peliod. For instance, Japan until
norv l'racl banned the import of rice.This
ban will now have to go.Japan will
have to in.rport 47c of its rice con-
sun.rption.This will go up to 87. b1'

1999. South Kotea will have to import
one pel cent of its rice requirernent
lising to two pel cent by 1999.
'For readers who nr:ry nol be enlirely fanrrliar wilh lhis

business of quotas. we need lo explairr lhal lhe devel-
oped counlries larv(,uflle nrelhod ol prolecling llreir
.r(lr(.ulluro irrritrslry llrtlc ;irrri r:rnploynronl was lo
'otulate lhe enlry of ctoods and peoplr: inlo lheir colrn-
!rir': !r',i irrpositrtl (lLrorirs ^tl nnl nlorc lhan so ntany
fr(:l(jrs ol (:loll). or nol nlor(: liriln So rrany lurs ol llris.'r
lhal !lrain or so nlany heads of irnmigranls. This was
lrue of nalions like the Uniled Slates. Uniled Kingdom.
Auslralia or Canada
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Support for farmers (i.e. subsi-
dies in various forms) in developed
countries is to be cut by 207o over six
years andby 13.37o for the developing
countries during the same period.
Similarly the ualue of direct export
subsidies are to be cut by 367c over six
years, and uolumeby 217o.

The poorest nations have been
exempted frorn farnr reforms.

2. Trade-Related Intellectual
Property Rights (TRIPs)

Trade Related Intellectual
Property Rights or TRIPs cover seven
areas:

1. Cop.vright
2. Trademarks
3. Trade secrets
4. Industrial designs
5. Integrated circuits
6. Geographical indications
7. Patents.

Each of these items is intended to
protect the rights in the areas con-
cerned fior a prescribed peliod. The
idea is to ensure unifolmity so that
any copl'right or invention by an indi-
vidual or an organisation is respected
by all rnember countries.

3. Textiles
Before the (Marrakesh) GATT

agt'eement, trade in textiles was gov-
elned by an alrangement known as
the Multi-Fible Agreement (MFA).
Under this agreement countlies such
as the USA, those in the European
Community (EC), Canada, Austria,
Norway and Finland maintained cer-
tain quantitative restrictions on the
import of textile items fi'om develop-
ing countries (including India).

Under the new GATT dispensa-
tion these restrictions will have to go
in ten yeals. In other words the MFA
will have to disappear in ten yearc.

4. Trade Related Investment
Measures (TRIMs)

Undel the Trade kelated
Investment Measules or TRIMs each
country is free to followits ou'n foreign
investment policy. The agleement on
TRIMs onlyrequires that in the matter
of impolt ofgoods, it shall not be made

Altril-lutrc 1994

a condition that a venture with foreign
investment would not be allowed to
import goods that are normally
allowed to be imported by others.

5. Serviees

Currently there are no inter-
national trade rules relating to
services such as banking, insuiance,
transport, tourism, consultancy tele-
communications, construction, acco-
untancy, films, labour services etc.

The GATT accord now incor-
porates basic rules for fair trade
practices and principles such as non-
discrimination in the area of financial
services, telecomrnunications, air
transport a nd the ntovement of labour.

ls GATT Good or Bod for lndio?

Are the GATT arrangements
settled at Mallakesh good or bad for
India?

Let's firstconsider the arguments
which say that GATT is bad for India.
There are six areas which have served
as focal points for opposing GATT in
India. These ate:

o The accold will force the govern-
ment to reduce subsidies to
farmers.

a The government will compulso-
rily have to irnport three per cent
of the domestic demand for agli-
cultural products.

O It will intelfele with the govern-
ment's policies on public pro;
curement operations and the
public distribution system.

a The Agleement will require the
patentingofseeds, forcing farmens
to buy them from rnultinational
firms.

a It will seek product, instead of
process patents in the drugs sec-
tor, leading to astronomical hike
in drug prices.

a Above all, it means India's loss of
sovereignty.

Are lhese Objeclions Volid?

Snlrsidies to fanners

According to the agleentent a

reduction in subsidies to farmers
alises only if subsidies exceed 10 per

Services
ln services, while indusiriolised coun-

Iries ore seeking occess to our morkel for
copitol inlensive service induslries like
bonking, life insuronce, lelecommu-
niciolions, elc., we ore seeking greoler
occess for lhe movemenl of skilled ond
prof essionol people to render services in
industriolised counlries. Al presenl, viso
ond other reslriclions ore impeding lhe
delivery of services by our professionol
people. Greoler occess for movemenl of
skilled ond prof essionol people f rom lndio
will enoble us lo increose o'ur export eorn-
ings f rom lhe servicesseclor, porliculorly in
oreoslike computer sof lwore, consulioncy,
holeliering, medicol ond educolionol pro-
f essons etc.

A.V.Goneson
f ormer Commerce Secrelory

Government of lndio

cent ofthe va Iue ofoutput ofa ploduct.
According to one estimate India pro-
vides minimum support prices to 20
agricultural products, where the
subsidy is less than 10 per cent.

On the other hand, as the popular
leader of the Shetkari Sanghatana,
Mr. Sharad Joshi, has pointed out not
only is the farmer in India not
subsidised, he is actually a victim of
negative subsidy. [Please see his
article on this subject (page 13) on
what he means by'negative subsidy'
and how he has arrived at the flrgure
that the negative subsidy is as high as
minus 697c1.

Contpulsory Intports
This will not apply to India

because India is under a balance of
payments cover in GATT by virtue of
which India still has the right to irnpose
quantitative or other restrictions to
le'grrlate or even prohibit inrports. The
agleement on aglicultule is for a
peliod of six yeat's. It is unlikely thato
the balance of payments cover for
India will be lifted in the near future
however improved the BoP situation
may now appear to be.

Publ i c D i st ri bu t ion Syst etn

There is tro basis for this
statenrent becausc the public distri-
btrtion s1'stenr in lndia is essentially
rrrt,:r nl l,r' sulrsi,lising the Poor' (in
econotnic tertns) consumer and it is

not a subsicly for the falmer.
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Should lndio Get Oul of GATT or Why Chino Wonts io Get ln

Thus Spake the 'Experts' ...

"'Ihe main issue is rvhether we
could have got a better deal or
whether the balance of gains and
losses is so much against our inter-
ests that we should consider.with-
drarving from GAT'T; as of now,
mainland China and the erstwhile
communist nations in Europe ale
the only oues which are rrot mem-
bers, but they too are trying their
best to join as quickly as possible.

"Multila teraI and gr.ovving free
trade is as powerful an engine of
economic growth as any aud it
would be suicidal for India to even
cons ider withdrawing from GAIT.

"Considel what this would
imply. We would lose our 'Most
Favoured Nation (MFN) status -
viz. that duties on out cxports are
not more than thosc of :rny othel
country's - and u'ould have to

Mr. Loloo Prosa<l YcuI tta (Jonat ct Dal):

"The Janata Dal will not allow the
government to mislead the people on the
new GAT'T it is going to sigr to barier
away nation's sovereiglrty for petty gains...

"When big farrns are set up rvith
facilities for aerial spraying and comput-
erised monitoringofthecrop as is goingto
happen with the entry of foreign entre-
preneur€ with their bulging cash barrels,
the dream of land to the tiller would
disappear iuto thin air..." (7'1,.c'l'itttcs of
Incl.kt. April5,'94).

Mr. Atal Behori Vajpayee (&I P):

Speaking at the Anti-Dunkel rally
organised by the BJP on April 6, '94 Mr'.
Atal Behari Vajpayee said the Dunkel
proposals were indication of US design to
mould the entire world in accordance to
its wishes. While we vierved the world as
a farnily with our faith in the principle of
uastulltoiuaktduntbalcattt, for the US the
world'was a market. (Ittdion Dr-ln'tss,
Apfil 7,'94).

Mr. Bal Thocheray (Sh.iu Seno):

Shiv Sena chiefBal Thackeray con-

Freerlom [,'irsl I

negotiate it bilaterally, and every
year', as China is doing with the
United States. The painful, and no
Iess humiliating, process is the
principal reason undellying China's
anxiety to joining GATT which
autolrratically ensures MFN status.
The fact that China, last year had
to pass a far nrore r.estrictive law on
intellecttral property than what the
Marlrakesh agreelnent calls for is
an indicator of horv nruch worse off
we could be orrtside GAI"f.

"Given that withdrau'al fi.om
GATI' was not a feasible alterna-
tive, the question is whether we
could have improved upon the
terns. The first point to be noted is
that we ale a puny nation in trade
tclurs. Our intelnational trade is
less than half a percent of the
world's and this limits ourbargain-

demned the decision of the Centre to sign
the GAI"T saying it amounted to estab-
lishment of another Dast India Company
in the country. (Ituliatt, ,l4.rJrrrss, April
17,',94).

ItIr. ItItt.r'Ii lllarwlrar Joshi (&IP):

lVe see GATT as an attack on India
as a rnissiorr, India as a message and
India as a culture. ('l'|rc'l'in:es of Iruliu,
April 16,'94).

Ifr. Kamal Morarko. (Sanaju:odi
cfanatu Dctl)

"In April 1"989, the US realised India
had a weak governlnent under Rajiv
Gandhi. They knerv they could push us
through anything, they realised they could
easily anntwist India. So they forced Iu-
dia to accept GATT as they fi'amed it."
(I'lta Stutdtry Obsenter, April 10,'94).

LIr. C. C han droshe h h or' ( Sam rqj w cul i
Junala Dal)

"Thcse iuvestot's (comitrg into India
as a lesult of the GATT agreement) would
corlcel)tlate only alound big cities like
Bombay, Ahmedabad, and they are not
going to invest in the backwalrl regions of

ing capacity. Rernembel that such
a mighty trading nation irs Japau
had to bow down to the inevitable
and lift its ban on lice impolts, a

highly emotional issue fol that
country. So did Kolea.

"One also u'onclers horv urany
critics of the agreernent have
acfually read the proposals, and
understood their intplication and
those of the altenrative cotrr,ses of
action. It is foolish to expect that
such a con'rplex selies of nego-
tiations call evel' Iead to an agree-
Inent fully satisflactory to all the
signatolics, let alone all the
politicians in all the signatory
nations. It is tirne to forget Dunkel,
who has become a private citizen
months back, and get on with the
job."

A. V. Rojwode

Jaisalmer ol Kalal'randi. Tlris would create
more inrbalance atrd sorv the seeds of
di si rrtegla ti o n." ('l' l r t:'l' i t t r c s o I I r t. J ia, April
r4,'94).

Ifr. S. Gurumttrllty (Akhil Bharatiya
Suculeshi Jugaran Murtch - rrn IISS
ott t fit )

Mr. Gunrmulthy said that since no
special mandate of the people has been
sought throtrgh a referendum to sigrr the
GATT treaty, the signature of the P'ao
govel'nmenl, on the treaty rvotrld be a
public folger'y iu the uame r-rf the people of
India and would not bind the sovereigrr
people of India. ('l'ltc'l'ittrcs of Ittrlirr, April
13,'94).

Mr. Jagntohan (fornter Gouerttor of
,I&K)

"What is rnost discorrcerting, India
rvill lose it.s nrost treasured possession,
its distinctive value system. Unlike most
other devtrloping cotrntries, Ilrdia is heir
to an ancient civilisation and is a t'eposi-
toly of gt'cat culture rvhich has given to
the rvorld a new outlook on li[e, an out-
looli rvlricli r urlucs >l,ilililriii.y trrt.rte tltatt
materialism." (l tttlitrtr Z'.t71'ess, April
28;94).
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Tlrc Patenting of Seeds

The GATT signed at Marrakesh
does not compel any country to patent
seeds (ie.plant seeds). According to
the Agreement countries are either
free to give patents or adopt a sui
gen.eris' system of protection or a mix-
ture ofboth for the protection ofplant
varieties. It is for each country to
adopt its own system for the protec-
tion of plant varieties.

Seeds are not patentable in In-
dia. We can adopt our own system for
the protection of plant varieties. Such
a system of protection will provide for
"farmers' rights" and "researchers'
rights". The farmers' rights include
their using the seeds for their own use
or for exchange in the village commu-
nity accordingto their traditional cus-
toms. The flarmers'rights will be fully
safeguarded under our own system
and the plant breeders'rights pro-
tected. There is therefore no truth in
the allegation that farmers will not be
able to retain the seeds for their own
use and they will have to buy seeds

*According to the Con'cise Oxford Dictionary,
sui generis means nof its own kind, pecrrliar,
unique.'

every year from multinational com-
panies. On the other hand such a
system of plant breeders' rights will
make available improved and better
varieties ofseeds in the market, and a
major beneficiary will be our own ag-
ricultura I research institutions.

Hike in Drug Prices

It is true that when products are
covered by patents there is a tendency
for their prices to be high. But the
nature and level ofprice depends on
manyfactors. Firstly, ofthe total num-
berofdrup available in the market in
India only lO to l57c are likely to be
covered by patents at any time. Sec-
ondly, non-patented medicines al'e
generally available as alternatives,
and the extent of such availability
will act as a check on the prices of
patented medicines. Thirdly ifthe do-
mestic environment is favourable the
patent may be worked in India and
the domestic manufacturer may keep
prices down.

It is only in respect ofthose prod-
ucts that may be newly given patents
after the Marra kesh GATT a greement
and which are likely to come into the

market towards the earlyyears of the
next century that the price rise may
be felt. There is therefore no basis to
fear an irnmediate and all round in-
crease in the price ofdrup and medi-
cines in the market. But the fact re-
mains that the Indian Patents Act,
1970 would need to be brought in line
with global laws.

Loss of Souereignty

Of all the canards being spread
about GATT, the one that is being
assiduously spread, particularly by
the BJP leadership, supported by their
newly found socialist and leftistallies,
is that by signing the GATT agreement
India has breached, if notsun'endered,
its sovereignty.

Should we then conclude that
both communist China and Vietnam
who are queuing outside GATT for
admission are hell-bent on giving up
their sovereignty?

GATT membership - Goins & losses

The country could emerge as a
maj or exporter of a gliculture produce
including cereals, fruits and vege-
tables.

Whol is o Polent?

A potent confers exclusive rights on on invenlor lo moke,use ond sell lhe producl or process of his invention. Wiihout lhe
consent of the potent owner no other person con moke,use orsell lhe potented product on o commerciol bosis.For o polenl
lo be gronted, lhe invention must be new, non-obvious ond useful. A potent system thus encouroges investment in reseorch
ond developmeni in order lo bring obout new ond useful inventions. lt is on incentive for innovolion. The poteni system
protecls inventors ond lheir inventions from being copied or piroted by ofhers.

Mojor oreos of Divergence

The mojor oreos of divergence belween the lndion Potents Act 1970 ond lhe GAII ogreemenl qre os follows:

The lndion Potents Act, 1970 GATT Accord

The lndion Polenl Low does nol provide 'producl' polenls in food,
phormoceuilcol ond chemicol seclors; in lhese oreos, lhe lndion low
provides only'process' polenls.

The durotion of o polenl in lndio is 7 yeors in lhe cose of food ond
phormoceulicol seclors ond l4 yeors in lhe cose of oll olher seclors.

Ihe lndion low provides tor oulomolic compulsory licendng in lhe
cose of food, phormoceulicol ond chemicol seclors, which meons
lhol compulsory licences would be ovoiloble lo onybody in these
seclors wilhoul lhe polenl holder being heord or even if lhe polenl
holder works his polenl ln lndio.

Al presenl lhere is no sys,lem f or protection of plonl vorielles in lndio,

Ihe lndion low does nol ollow polenting of lif e f orms

Ihe GAIT occord requires producl polenlslo beprovided in ollbronches
of lechnology.

GAIT provides f or o unif orm durolion of 20 yeors lor oll polenls.

GATT permils compulsory licensing on lhe merils of eoch cose, bul lhe
potent holder will hove lo be heord.

GATT requires on effecllve si// cter)erls syslr:rn [or lne proleclion ol plonl
vcilielies.

GATT requires micro-orgonisrns to be prolecled.
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Sociol Concerns

"ln.recent weeks America and France
have been pressing for an addition to the
declaration from Marrakesh. Theirdemands
are unclear but at a minimum they want a
promise lhat the newWorld Trade Organisation
(the successor to GATI) will examine how
labour standards and workers' righls oughl
to affect trade rules. The proposal sounds
innocuous, even benign. Yet il caused anger
in the developing world. lndia's prime min-
ister, P. V. Narasimha Rao,..said lhis week
that such moves could become 'an alibi for
raising protectionisl trade barriers.'

"...The charge that developing countries
are engaged in'social dumping'- competing
unfairly by denying lheirworkers basic rights
and decent conditions - is potent. lt appeals
equally to rich-country self -interest and self-
righteousness. The competitive threat from
third-world exports is likely to increase over
the nextfewyears; as itdoes, social dumping
will challenge environmenlal protection as
lhe issue most likely lo force radical change
on the global trading system.

"Some complaints of social dumping
hardly deserve lo be taken seriously. Those
who regard it as 'unfair'for Chinese workers,
say, to be paid less lhan American ones, and
who call for tariffs to redress lhe balance,
are in truth opposed to trade between rich
and poor countries. This is extreme protec-
tionism in the crudest possible disguise.
When its advocates claim as well to have
the best interests of developing country
workers in mind, they are surely hypocrites
loo. Counlries cannot pay their workers more
merely by deciding to do so. They must first
produce more, and lhe best way to spur
growth is to trade...

Free Thade or Foul?
"Other concerns, however, cannot be

so easily dismissed. Slavery, which is wicked,
is still practised in some developing
countries. Children should be educated, not
sat at looms or made to carry bricks all day.
Workers should have the rights of assembly
and free speech - which, in some developing
countries, lhey are denied. You do not need
to be rich to outlaw slavery or grant the
rights of free speech and assembly; education
is cdstly, but curbing the cruellest sorts of
child labour is widely atfordable. Therefore,
is it not right to put pressure on offending
third-world governments to change their ways,
and if it does nol put olher interests at risk,
the answer is Yes.

"Granting that pressure may some-
times be justified, why not let trade policy
be the means? Free-traders, such as this
newspaper, would like to answer that pres-
sure of this kind never works. lh fact, it often
does. Against large countries and small,
America has got its way by threatening trade
restrictions..

"The difficulty can be stated simply
enough: governments cannot be trusted with
trade policy. lf, as trade policy activists
implicitly assume, governments were com-
pelent and dedicated lo the public aood,
there would be less to worry about. The
institutions that liberal democracies use to
rule thernselves are needed precisely be-
cause governments in the real world are
often incompetent and always subiect to
demands from narrow, organised inlerests.
The GATT is one of these needed inslitu-
tions - an especiaily necessary one, be-
cause trade policy is an area in which gov-
ernments, left to themselves, are especially

unreliable.

"lf industrial counlries insist on bring-
ing labour-related rights inlo the multilateral
trade talks, they will do the opposite... For
instance, a trade rule on child labour might
keep countries in which that practice is
common(whether or not legal) out of the
WTO; on the other hand, if a country joined
the WTO after signing up for the rule, but
was then unable to enforce it, it would be
prey to every species of rich-country protec-
tionist, henceforth equipped with few grounds
to seek trade sanctions. ln the battle be-
lween liberal trade on one side and the
protectionism lhat helps to keep poor coun-
lries poor on the other, the balance would
have shifted decisively in the wrong direc-
tion.

"Those who truly seek to advance lhe
cause of human rights in the third world
should weigh this carefully - and reluctantly
conclude lhat the costs of pressing for new
links between trade and basic human rights
outweigh the likely benefits. They should
call for diplomatic pressure instead; and tell
rich-counlry consumers about human-rights
abuses, then let them make up their own
minds about whose goods to buy. That is
bound lo strike many as inadequate. But in
realiiy most lobbyists seek to use human
ri ghts as lust another way to raise old-fashioned
barriers againsl poor countries' exports, caring
little for human rights, caring nothing for the
plight of the third world's poor, caring nothing
for the freedoms of induslrial-country
consumers. The argument is ugly - but it will
run and run."

The Econom isl (London;,
April 9, 1994.

'Both within lndia and in the GATT,
political conflicts are emerging from the
arbitrary nature of lhe concept of trade-
relaled, and these conflicts need to be
resolved in a coherenl fashion, not with the
double standards that are characteristic
of the government ol lndia stand, which is
willing to allow non{rade matlers like lPRs
to be brought into GATT but would like to
resist non-trade matlers like social policy
to be parl of the GATT and WTO regime.

"The so-called borderless world that
free trade has created is borderless for
capital, not for labour. People's mobility is
controlled even more strictly by immigra-
tion rules, while all rules to control the mo-
bility of capital have been dismantled,

A Major Instrument for Job Destructiort.

"HoweVer, as capital moves unrestric-
ted in its search for greater profits, jobs
are lost. Unemploymenl is becoming the
biggest social crisis of our time. While jobs
are being destroyed both by restructuring
of corporalions as well as by migrating
industry, it is the spectre of the loss of first
world iobs to the third world thal the US is
raising. The social clause debale in the
GATT achieves two things simultaneously.
ll detracts the anention of the workforce
from the multinational corporations which
have become majorlob liquidatorsin recent
hislory and have also been the propelling
force behind the Uruguay round of lhe
GATT. lt also directs the anger of the iob-
less to the third vrorld

"lt is not true that lhe movement ol
translational corporations to the south is a
major cause of northern unemployment. Mosl
movemenls of capital take place among
northern countries and only a small share
goes 1o the south.

. "ln the debate on labour standards in
GATT, the government of lndia has totally
failed to point to the unemployment and
drive towards lower wages lhal are resulling
from global economy dominated bhy ntulii'
national corporations and the Brelton Woods
institut;ons-the World Bank, lMFand GATT."

(Ms.Vandana 
.Shiva, 

The lndependent,
April 15,'94)
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The new economic policy and the
GATT arrangement could lead to the
generation of eight to nine million
jobs every year.

In his article in the Busin.ess
Standard (April 13, 1994), Mr. T. C.
A. Srinivasan Raghavan sums these
up rather succinctly:

"The plos and cons ofthe Uruguay
Round for India have been discussed
threadbare, by experts and igno-
lamuqes alike. The divide which has
developed is a sharp one. Those who
suppolt it mainly talkeconomics; those
who oppose it, only politics.

"The truth is that India has
gained in some ways (for instance
mot'e libelal trade in agriculture) and
lost in other ways (no gains in trade in
textiles for 10 years after the rules
take effect). This makes it difficult to
gauge the balance, which will also
depend on what Indian firrrs nake of
the new trading opportunities. Over'-
all though, unless India bungles on
the macro econornic side, the gains
ought to outweigh the losses.

"Did India handle the negotia-
tions well? There is no easy answer to
that fot two reasons:

"One, India was always nego-
tiating from a position of weakness. It
had nothing to give except access to
its markets. But given the fog of
ideolory which enveloped policy, this
was considered to be only a little short
ofa return to being colonised. Second,
until 1989, India was represented at
GATT by a man who belonged to the
old Mahalanobis type exploit-
pessimism school. Intellectually too,
he would have been mole comfoltable
atUNCTAD ihan GATT. The former',
as everyone knows, is essentially anti-
MNC, pro-state intervention, and
anrbivalent about markets. The latter,
however, tends to look at the world
through the eyes of the regulator
rather than the polemicist.

"...It was not even as though In-
dia had some clout in international
tlade. Its shate of the total rvotld
tlade stood nt less tl'ran hal[ pel cent
which nrade its pretentions e\/en lllol'e
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ludicrous. To be strong and talk is one
thing; but to be a verbose weakling,
that simply wasn't on. So in the two
years from 1985 when the Uruguay
Round had stalted India talked itself
into ilrelevance...

"...As the smoke settles, one thing
is clear: India got none of the things it
started out to get. The MFA rernains
for another 10 yeals at least; trade in
services is very much within GATT
now and labour export as an obvet.se
of capital imports is not being
countenanced even for a moment.
Hopefully, the right lessons have been
learnt. These are that trade policy
cannot be driven by ideolory and by
bureauct'ats who do not undetstand
business. In futule negotiations India
must involve businessmen much more
closely. In the end, it is lndian firms
which matter, not political parties,
politicians and bureaucrats. "
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lndion IPR lows lnconsislent

On the one hond lndio hos
introduced the Trode & Merchqn-
dising Bill even before Dunkel, which
is the most reformist ond progressive
legislotion in ony port of the world,
ond on the other, it hos the most
regressive, orchoic qnd ono-
chronislic piece of legislotion reloled
to IPR (lntellectuol Property Rights)
ond polents, soid Mr. R. A. Shoh, o
leoding solicilor.

Though inlernotionolly re-
nowned brond nomes ond lrode
morks did not receive odequole
proteclion in lndio, the situoiion hos
now chonged, soid Mr. Shqh. Now
bronds such os Pepsi ond Xerox do
nol need double-borrel oppelloles
like Lehor Pepsi or Modi Xerox.

Under the current potent low,
phormoceuticols, ogroc hemicols
ond food producfs require 5 yeors
from the dole of seoling the potent
or 7 yeors from the dote of filing, or
whichever is shorter. The irony of it,
noted Mr. Shoh, is thot it lokes ot
leost 7 yeors for the poteni office lo
gront o potent opplicotion. Just
when the polentisseoled ond issued
to lhe polenlee, its term, durolion
ond volidity expires. The gront is lhus
conlemptuous and it is not worlh
the poper it is issued on, he
exploined.

"This hos been the moin cguse
of globol indignolion ogoinsl our
present potent low. Another irritont
is in respect of ihe 7 yeor period. The
potent is gronted f or the process nol
lhe product. Moreover the burden
of proof is on the polentee in cose
of inf ringemenl. Thus in proctice,lhe
process potent hos no meoning. To

odd insull to injury, every phormo
potent gronted in lndiq is deemed
os o licence of right," odded Mr.
Shoh.

The GATT occord mondoles
lhot these obnoxious feotures ore
eliminqled.

(lPR Uadole pr-lblished by lnterpot-lIF
/l^,11a\. F.rIho\/)

,'T
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Sovereignty

"Websler's Diclionory def ines
sovereignly osl he'supremocy of oul horily
or rule os exercised by o sovereign or o
sovereignslole'. Thefirsl recorded breoch
of domeslic sovereignty of o ruler occurred
in lhe lhirteenlh cenlury when King John
wosforced loSgnlhe Mogno Corlo, which
for lhe firsl lime gove some civil righls lo
ciiizens, ln lhe inlernolionol conlexl every
ogreemenl omong notion-slotes compro-
mises lhe signolories'sovereignly in lhot it
binds lhem lo conf orm lo lhe lerms of lhe
ogreemenl. ll is poinlless lherefore lo
crilicise lndio's joining ll5 counlries in
bringing lo on end lhe long drown oul Uru-
guoy Round of negoliotions lo modify,
ond enlorge lhe scope of, lhe Generol
Agreemenl on loriffs ond lrode, on

of breoch of soverpignty."
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Not Making the Best The Enemy of the Good
In. ltis own in.imitable style Sutaminatlran S. A. Ai!at' lns dealt with uariotts ct'iticistrt of the GATT.

Here are some extracts ft'ont ltis column'Suantin.omics'in The Tintes of India.

On the issue of souereigntg,:

"Pariahs are fully soverei gn

"If a country wants to be com-
pletely soveleigtt, it has to cut itself
off from all groups and agreements.
Such a natiou has complete fi'eedom.
The problem is that it has no inter-
national iights either. Itcanbekicked
around and discriminated against by
any other country, and has none of
the protection that international
agreements bestow. It will be a
pariah.

"Bulma is the only developing
country to have become a self-
appoiuted pariah, and the m isery this
has inflicted on the Burmese people
has been sustained only by the
autocracy of military rule. No
democracy would tolerate such
urisery iu the name of sovereigrrty.

"There can be nrany views on
the desirability of GATT. But those
who argue that we should leave
siruply on the ground that it erodes
our sovereigtrty are guilty of advo-
cating that we become pariahs in
international trade.

"The issue is not whether
nrembership of auy group erodes our
sovereigrrty - it unquestionably does
- but whether the benefits of pooled
sovereignty outweigh the losses. In
GATT, the key advautage is that
every member gets nrost-favoured
nation (MFN) treatment in trade fi'om
all other members. The US canttot,
for instance, give Japatr nrore
favourable terms than it gives India.

"If India leaves GAT"I, it will by
definition be entitled to less than
most-favoured nation treatment.
Some simpletons actually believe
that, after gettingout of GATT, India
can negotiate superior bilateial trade
agreenrents with all countries. Do
these sinrpletons really think the
developed countries are stupid
enough to give better than MFN
treatment to a pariah?"

On GATT being on unequol
tratling s5,slsn2;

"Who's afraid of subordinacy"
"...In the Tinres group, I anr

subordinate to nry proprietors...l will
remain sullordinate no rnatter how
talented I anr, because I was bonr in
the wrong place. Unfair and unequal
thotrgh nry position is,I find itadvan-
tageous to remain in the Times gloup
rather than quit.. My leaving will not
make the systenr any more equal.
Besides, despite the nrany con-
stra itrts I laboul uncler as a
subordinate, the system neveltheless
preseuts me with many opportunit.ies
for achieviug nry personal goals,
which I would lose if I quit...And for
the sanre leasoll, India should
coutinue in GATT...

"Clearly au erosion of sove-
reigrrty is not good enough leasotr for
(India) to quit GATT. Nobody can
doubt the determination of China
aud Vietnanr to uphold theil sove-
reigrrty, yet both are clanrouring to
enter GATT. As the Chinese Ambas-
sador said the other day, it makes
sense to work for your goals within
an utrequal system rather than
rernain a pariah outside. Despite in-
eclualities, the global trading systern
plovides opportunities for gleat im-
plovemeut: Singapore has in three
decades become richer than its
erstwhile colonial master. But by
quitting the system, you (the
reference is to a journalist in [,\<tnt-
/itr.c who had suggested that India
should quit GATT) and I will not
achieve more or become richer than
Mr. Ram (who owns lrrotr.tline) or Mr.
Jain (wlro owrrs TYrc 'finr.es of In.dio.)."

*

On the East IndiaConrpany
syndrome
East India Co. in reverse

"...The end ofthe cold wat'nreant
India could no longer play off one
superpower against the other, and a
host of new denrands came frorn the
US - on lruuratr riglrts, irrtellecttral
property rights, and capping our'

ntrcleal and missile l)l'ogl'arnmes.
"N{any leftists in Iudia deno-

trnced this as renewecl irnperialisnt
in a uuipolar world. They suggesed
that Iudia shoulcl band together with
other developirrg countries against
the US. But India had alreacly found
(in GATT and elsewhele) that other'
developing corrntries rvoulcl rather
strike bilateral deals with the US
thalr join hauds with Inclia.

"Where then was India to look
fol nerv allies? Whele could it obtain
sorue countervailing power against
pl'essures flonr the US Adrni-
Iristratiou? The unexpected artswer
has turtred out to be - US iuvestors.It
is lightly said that the business of
Arnerica is business, and all US
Administrations view the world
tlu'ough the eyes of multinationals,
paltly though not wholly. Top
urenrbels of every adnrinistration
(incltrding Presiclent Clinton's) inc-
lucle people drawn frorrr business. Oue
of Mr. Clinton's econouric advisers,
Mr. J. Rubin was folurerly wit.h
Goldnran Sachs, an investrnetrt
ionrpany which hopes to funnel
billions into India.

"The flood of dollar:s into India
in t.he lastyear has taken our foreigr
exchange reserves to over' $ 15 billion.
This has had another vital foleigl
policy consequer)ce - it has deprived
the US Aclministration of the leve-
lage it nornrally enjoys over deve-
loping countlies in treed of aid and
trade concessious. Iu a nrajol recetrt
speech, Senatot' Lee Hanrilt.oIr, who
rlr-rurinates t.he Senate Foreigrr Rela-
tions Cornnrittee, had castigated
India's ploposal to deploy the Prithvi
nrissile, and suggested that the US
should use its votingpower in th IMF
and World Bank to pressure India
into giving up Pritlrvi. However,
thirnks to foreigrr investrnent that
has lrorrled irrto Inrlia, the courttry is

Iro longer deperrdetrt flrrr tlollars on
tlrt'llVlt'arrrl tlre Wrrrlrl Barrk. so tlris
Anrericirn
rl isappearerl...

leverage ltas

I
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National 'Ulti-patti' for Kisans
Enter the World of P rices

Shorod Joshi

Thonks to the GATT Act the Government wos forced lo odmit thot the lndion fqrmer hos been
subject to o regime ol 'Ulli patli'. All ihese yeors he hos been required to poy 69 per cent of

gross proceeds os informol tox.

Negative

The very first experience I had as a
UN official-tuured-farrner of marketing
the prodtrce was verybizarre and is closely
linked with what is happening at preseut
in connection with the GATT.

In rny first Klt.orifseason, I planted
some cuculnber, a quick yielding crop
tha t helps cash-disposability. Three days
after dispatching ten bags of cucumber to
the Pune rnarket, I walked jauntily into
the cramped office of the commission
ageut, expecting on tl're basis of my expe-
rience as a colrsurner, to net at least
Rs. 300. The commission agent's clerk took
out an envelope, handed it over to me
rather brusquely and curtly demanded
payment of Rs.32 and odd. Totally at a
loss Lo understand, whyl was beingasked
to pay lather than receive money, I opened
the envelope and saw the contents ofthe
account slip. It contained remarks which
can be roughly translated as follows:

"Your produce was sold with
unsparing enerry, the proceeds u'el'e
nevertheless, insufl'icient to cover the
expellse of tra nsport, portera ge, a gent's
commission, weigl'ring charges, cess of
the rnarketing committee and deduc-
tion towards the Chief Minister's Fund."

The net outcome of the transaction
was: I worked for hve weeks to produce
cucumbers, the sale proceeds of which
rvele insufftcient to cover evell the post-
harvest expeltses incurred after the
consignment left my field. Despite the
disaster, no agency was willing to forgo
its claim; the truck transporter got his
fare, tlre rnollmdis got their porterage,
the agent got his commission, the market
committee got its cess and I had to shell
orrt, in addition to ten bap of cucumber,
Rs.32 ar"rd odd.

In tl-re technical dialect of
agrictrltural marketir-rg this kind of
cotnnrunicatiorr is called the " llett<u'se Slilt"
ot"'I/ IIi 1tttII i ".in Llre velrracr-rlaL. 'll'.e' Ii I ti
prrlli' experience nrade me leel, at least
for a moment that I had entered the mad-
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rnad world of "Alice in Wonderland" or
even more appropriate, "Tirrougir the
looking-glass". I had arrived in a world of
negative prices where the seller was
required to l-rand over not only the sale
commodi ty but an additional sum of money
in cash. It was to take me a few more
months to realise that even in cases, where
some positive sum of money came to me
by wayofsale proceeds, minusdeductions,
the amount received was hardly enough
even to cover the cost incurred in
production, so meticulously recorded in
my account books.

My fears were confirmed when I
helped a group oflandless labourers start
work on land allocated to them during tl-re
'ernergency'. The ploject report showed
that even under most favourable assump-
tions, it would have been difficult to pay
even interest on the bank-loan for a well.

Give hundred; take sixty
It appeared absurd to me that

agliculture should be, as a Hindi proverb
goes "Give hundred, take sixty; Protect
forefathers' reputation ".

I made a cursory study of costs in-
curred and prices received for some four-
teeu commodities and came to the conclu-
sion that the Indian farmer lost about
Rs.12,000 crores.every year due to
unreltlutleratlve prlces.

Dr. Dalip Swamy aud Dr. Ashok
Gulati published two years later their
celebrated paper giving the conclusion
that the loss to the Indian farmer was of
tl.re order of Rs.5,000-6,000 crores.

The difference between Swamy's and
my estimates are substantial but under-
standable. The learned economist had
'*'orked on the basis of the cost figures of
the then Agricultural Prices Commission
(APC), which were notoriously consel'va-
tive in any case. It vvas heartenir-rg, never-
Ilruless, t.lrat finally sorne leccrgrrised
economist admitted the deficit character
of the agricultural sector, no matter the

size of tl.re deficit.

Goebbels of the Lefi

Those were tire days ir-r rvhich leftist
jargon held sway. Anybody or.rming more
than a cotrple ofhectares was considered
to be a rich kulak sucking the blood ofthe
poor peasantry. Smita Patil, Shabana
Azrni and suci'r-like stars abounded ir.r art
fi Irns Iike'Akrosh' depictir-rg aII la nd-hold-
ing farmels as villaius, all cut from cne
piece of cloth. The learned Dr. Ashok
Mitra l'rad come to the categorical conclu-
sion that agricultural prices were ex-
trernely favourable to tire farmers, ti.rat
the terms oltrade were moving contiuu-
ously ir.r lavour of agriculture and bhal the
kula ks l'rad become co-sharers of political
power along with tlte capitaIist-industri-
alists. Even the man-in-the-street was
convinced that fanners were a parnpered
lot receiving subsidies galore on fertil-
izer, electricity, seeds and what not and
the rascai had mar-raged to dodge all bur-
deu of income taxes to boot. The atmo-
sphere was fr-rll of venom for the lar-rd-
irolding farmer. Any sti ck was good enough
to beat him with. If the Govelnmelrt im-
posed increasingly stringent land ceil-
ings, I.rurrah to it for its bold and progres-
sive measures.

Dividends of Durrkel

Sorne 15 years have passed siuce
tl.ren. Aglicultural trade has beconre im-
portant enough to be included in the
agenda of the Umguay Round. The Gov-
ernrnent of India was required to subrnit
ofl-rcial figures of subsidies given to the
.farmers. The Government submitted
three successive lists, flrrst in 1990, and
tl'reu agtrir.r in 1993 and 1994. In 1990, for
t.he first time the Govemment adn.ritted
that farn.rers in Indi:r had no product/
specific: subsid.y wolth Lhe narne and had,
in iact, a negativc strbsidy of 2.3?. What
cloes it rnean? Sirnply that, Lrut lor State
rirr,it \'rri1i;uli, tit,, r.il llirir 5 !vuUiri itirve te-
ceiverl rrralket prices 2.3 per cent. higher
than they aettrally clid. In 1993 the Govenl-
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mentbecome bolder and more honest and
admitted to having levied negative subsi-
dies to the tune of some 6 per cent. In
February 1994, the latest-document sub-
mitted to GATT Secretariat, the Govern-
ment admits to having imposed on Indian
farmers a negabive subsidy of over
Rs.24,000 crores (187o by official compu-
tation).

In public, all ruling party leaders
continue to talk ofsubsidies beingjust a
little negative. I have not heard any rul-
ing party leader publicly admitting the
figure contained in the latest submission
to the GATT secretariat, i.e of -187o . Tl're
actual situation is much worse. The Min-
istry of Commerce admits that in respect
of just 20 commodities farmers had a
negative subsidy of Rs.24,000 crore. It
admits that, had the Government not
imposed bans and restrictions on exports
and organised dumping against its own
farmers, the producers of these 20 com-
modities would have gained Rs.24,000
crore more than they actually did. This

loss to the Indian farmers of twenty com-
modities comes to 68.88 percent of total
value of production of these commodities.
The Ministry of Commerce has tried a
sleight-of-hand and divided the amount
of negative subsidy on twenty commodi-
ties by the aggregate value ofall agricul-
tural products and arrived fraudulently
at -187o .

Confession of ' Ulti-Patti'
Thanks to the GATT Act the Gov-

ernment was forced to admit that the
Indian farmer has been subject to a re-
gtme of 'Ulti poLli'. All these years he has
been required to pay 69 per cent ofgross
proceeds as informal tax. While the high-
est rate of income tax for the non-agricul-
tural sector is 60 per cent of the net
taxable income, even the humblest kisan
is subjected to a tax of69 per cent on the
total turnover.

Some very embarrassing questious
naturally come up. One, why did not the
"village-address" MPs and other leaders

ever talk of the national 'UIti pulti, on
farmers? Were they really blissfully igtro-
rant of it? Or they observed conspirato-
rial silence all along? Either rvay its too
bad.

All those leftists too need to explain
why all their erudite discourses never
revealed the enormous fact of a minus
69% subsidy.

And lastly, all those critics of loan-
rvaivers can rvoLk out the astronomical
amount the Governrnent owes to the farm-
ers at the rate of Rs.24,000 crores per
year less Rs.14,000 crores thecunrulative
amoulrt of rural indebtedness.

Tlre minus 69 per cent 'Ulli polti' on
the Indian farmer is a sad, sad fact and
many, many will need to answer for it.

MR. SHARAD JOSHI is a leader of the Shetkari
Sanghatana.
Courtesy: Mr. Sharad Joshi and Th e T i m es of I ndia.

lmplementating the Provisions of the 'GATT'
The following is based on a letter from Mr. Moreshwar Temurde, Deputy Speaker, Maharashtra

Legislative Assemblf,r lvritten in February this year, to the Prime Minister of India.

We whole-heartedly welcome the deci-
sion of the Government of India'e acceptance
ofthe "DUNI(EL DRAFT'. The acceptance of
this proposal gives a new horizon to Develop-
ment in general and more particularly to the
field ofagriculture.

Sir, actually I doubt whether the Gov-
ernment of India is keen on implementing
the provisions incorporated in 'GATT. The
socialist pattern of the Nehruvian Model by
imposing barriers in the agriculturdl sector,
concerning the production, processing and
marketing of agricultural produce, deprived
the farmers oftheir legitimate rights to com-
pete and to get the benehts ofan open market
system. Some of the constraints experienced
in Maharashtra are mentioned here: 3.

1. The Central Government has issued an
order imposing a levy on Rice Mill own-
ers to the extent of 30Vo of the rice
processed. Though the levy appears to
be imposed on Rice Mill owners, the
latter pay lower prices to farmers to
bridge the difference between the sup-
port price and the open market price for
paddy.

The imposttion of this ls1'y rnust there-
fore be u'ithdra s'n ilnrtrecliatell'.

In a 'Welfare State' Iike Maharashtra, in
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the name of the'Welfare of the Adivasis',
all agricultural and forest produce can
only be purchased by a government
agency known as the 'Tfibal Develop-
ment Corporation'(TDC), and these are
purchaoed at much lower rates than
those prevailing in the open market. As
a result, Adivasis lose at least Rs.50-100
per quintal ofproduce. Is this not exploi-
tation of Adivasis? All monopoly pur-
chases by the Government should be
scrapped immediately, includingthe Cot-
ton Monopoly Scheme. Monopoly is
against theprinciple of 'Democracy'. Mo-
nopoly means absence of competition; it
means dictatorship.

Recently, the Government of India de-
cided to ban the export ofcnotton bales as
also ban the export of the unutilised
portion ofthe cotton export quota offive
lakh bales, already released for the cur-
rent year, to safeguard the interests of
cloth mill owners as also to control the
price ofcotton in the local market. Such
restrictions on export creates a doubt
whether the government has really ac-
cepted the Dunkel Proposal or has merely
acceded to them on paper with no inten-
tion of implenretrtilrg thcln.

Maharashtra is the biggest producer of

sugar. The sugar industry is almost en-
tirely in the co-operative sector. Whole
villages are attached to a sugar mill as
'Captive Producers', thereby preventing
them from selling their sugarcane else-
where. Restrictions ofthis sort deprive
the farnrers the advantagp of higher
prices available outside this zone. More-
over, the Government of Maharashtra
has issued orders to 'Sugar Mills'impos-
ing a ceiling of Rs.450/- per tonne of
sugarcane whereas open market rate
was as high as Rs.?00/-.

These are some instances where our
farnrers are cornpelled to sell their produce
well b elorv market price, thereby depriving
them remunerative prices and pushingthem
into indebtedness.

The Govemment of India has to take
strong measures to remove these impedi-
ments and allow the Indian farmer to be a

free producer. As the farmer is the producer
arrrl ownet'of his protluce, he has everl' riglrt
to sell his procluce to atrl'bod5'at any rate alrd
at :in.\, lJlace, even outsicle Inr,lia. Restrictions
inrlrur;ctl irr tlre 1,t,,,lttctiotr, 1;rocessiltg altd
nrat'l<etirrgof Iris pt'otlltce ttrust be lifted forth-
q,ir]1r,,,.., 1..,.,.'. l ; " ::,'. : t:.i..i(':l:

the olrerr rrrat'ket irr Irrclia as rvell as to exllort.

Mr. Moreshwar Temurde

t
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Continuing Erosion of the
Federal Structure

The way in which the federal
structure of our Constitution is
being constantly eroded, is now
provided with an example.

It seems that the Prime
Minister was asked to choose the
leader of the Congress Legislature
Party in Gujarat who will become
the Chief Minister of Gujarat.
This is absolute nonsense. The
Chief Minister of Gujarat has to
be selected by the people of Gujarat
and the Gujarat Assembly. This
easy way of passing the buck is
inconsistent with the federal
structure of our Constitution.

President & PM : The Essential
Difference

There has been an attempt
to denigrate the status of certain
functionaries who are supposed
to be independent ofthe govern-
ment of the day.

Such are state g6vernors, the
ChiefJustice ofthe Suprerne Coult
and, in particular, the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner. This is part
of the tendency of the lJnion
Government to grab authority
under a Constitution which has
divided power and kept the Union
Government in a somewhat sub-
ordinate status.

Mr. T. N. Seshan, therefot'e,
deserves every credit for holding
out for the independence of his
high office.

It is significant that the
Constitution talks of the President
of India but never mentions the
Prime Minister of the countty.
He is described as the Prime
Minister ofthe Union govelnrnent
rvhich is somewhat dillerelrt.

Amendments to the Cr.PC: A
Mixed Bag

The various amendments to
the Criminal Procedure Code on
which the Union Government is
now engaged are all not very
desirable. However one of these
to prevent women beingarrested
between sunset and sunrise is a
good amendment.

The grant of bail to those
guilty of serious offences like
murder is also not desirable. A
speedy solution of the murder
charge would be much more to
the point than this measure.

Carry On Mr. Khairnar

One's heart goes out to Mr.
Khairnar, the Deputy Municipal
Commissioner, who is puttingup
a valiant fight against the powers
that be.

Not only is Mr. Khairnar
working according to the rules,
but has shown great guts. It is a
pity that honest people like him
are persecuted by those who are
in authority.

The response to my Appeal

I have not appeared on the
platform of a public meeting for
a long time, but I was persuaded
by tny friend, Mr. S. V. Raju, to
do so the other day when there
was a public meeting at the
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan with
Mr. Ram Jethmalani in the Chair
and Mr. Sharad Joshi as the main
speaker.

The meeting was called to
consider the steps that needed to
be taken to organise a ntoveurent
to put ptessure on the goveln-
ment to ensul'e that it honestll'

implemented the refonns.

I had earlier made an appeal
to younger people on these lines
(see Freedom First, January-
March, 1994) and I expressed
my satisfaction that something
on these lines was being
contemplated.

The Swatantra Bharat move-
ment thatwillbe formally launched
in Nagpur on October 2, I hope
will stand for those very same
ideals which the Swatantra Party
stood for, namely free enterprise
and dh.arma. One may ask why
one more political party to add to
the welter of parties already
around. My answer to them is
just because the original (Swa-
tantra) Party failed, there is no
reason why such an attempt should
not be made again.

For starters, I see no hope in
any of the political parties around
today. They all have limitations.
The Congress cannot fulfil the
tasks laid out in the Constitu-
tion because of its reputation,
and the Bharatiya Janata Party
cannot do likewise because it is
a communal party.

A Question of "Integrity"

Everyone keeps telling that Dr.
Manmohan Singh's integrity is
unquestionable. One supposes it
depeuds on what one understands
by the term. Dr. Singh had a lolrg
inings as a bureaucrat holding
important positions like Governor
of RBI and Secretary to the
Govern:nent of India. He has been
actively associated with policY
making and one has found him to be
a time-server sailing with the
prevailing wind. So, what does all
this ir.rtegrity of Dr. Singh addingttp
t.o?

K. S. Iiartrarrrtu'tlry
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once upon a time, there was a little red hen who scratched about the barnyard
until she uncovered some grains ofwheat. she called her neighbours and said,
"If we plant this wheat, we shall have bread to eat. Who will help me plant it?"

"Not I," said the cow.

"Not I," said the duck.

"Not f ," said the pig.

"Not I," said the goose.

"Then I will," said the little red hen. And she did..The wheat grew tall and
ripened into golden grain.

'lMho will help rne reap my wheat?" asked the little red hen.

"Not I," said the duck.

"Out of rny classification," said the pig.

"I'd lose my seniority," said the cow.

"I'd lose my unemployment compensation," said the goose.

"Then I will," said the little red hen, and she did.

At last it came time to bake the bread.

'"\Mho will help me bake the bread?" asked the little red hen.

"That would be overtime for me," said the cow.

"I'd lose my welfare benefits," said the duck.

"I'm a dropout and never learned how," said the pig.

"If I'm to be the only helper, that's discrimination," said the goose.

"Then I will," said the little red hen.

She baked five loaves and held them up for her neighbours to see.

They all wanted some and, in fact, demanded a share. But the little red hen said,
"No, I can eat the five loaves myself."

'Excess profitsl"cried the cow.

"Capitalist leech!" screamed the duck.'

"I demand equal rights!"yelled the goose.

And the pigjust grunted. And they painted "unf,air" picket signs and rnarched
round and round the little red hen, shouting obscenities.

When the government agentcame, he said to the little red hen, 'You must not be
gteedy."

"But I earned the bread," said the little red hen.

"Exactly," said the agent. "That is the wonderful free enterprise system.
Anyone in the barnyard can earn as much as he wants. But under our modern
governmentregulations, the productive workers mustdividetheirproduct with
the idle."

And they lived happily ever after, including the little red hen, who smiled and
clucked, "I am grateful. I am grateful."

But her neighbotrrs wondered why she never again baked any more bread.

Believe it o lot !

From: Generol Monoger
To: DeportmenlHeods

"On Fridoy evening ot opproxi-
motely 5 p.m., Holley's Comet will
be visible in this oreo, qn evenl which
occurs only once every 76 yeors.
Pleose hove the employees os-
semble in the pork oreq outside lhe
building ond I will exploin this rore
phenomenon lo them. ln cose of
rqin, we will not be oble to see ony-
thing, so ossemble lhe employees in
lhe conleen ond I will show them o
film on it".

From: Deporlmenl Heod
To: Deputy Deporlment Hectd

"8y order of the generol mon-
oger, on Fridoy ot 5 p.m., Holley's
Comel wil oppeor obove the oreo
outside the building. lf il roins, pleose
ossemble the employees ond pro-
ceed to the conteen, where ihis
rore phenomenon will tqke ploce,
somelhing which occurs only every
76 yeors."

From: Depuly Deporimenl Heod
To: Superintendenl

"By order of lhe generol mon-
oger, ol 5 p.m. on Fridoy, the phe-
nomenol Holley's Comet willoppeor
in lhe conteen. ln cose of roin in the
oreq oulside the building, the gen-
erol rnonoger will give onolher or-
der, something which occurs once
every 76 yeors,"

From: Superinlendenl
To: Foremon

"On Fridoy ol 5 p.m., the gen-
erolmonoger will oppeorin lhe con-
leen with Holley's Comet, something
which hoppens every 76 yeors. lf it
roins, the generol monoger vrill or-
der lhe comel inlo the oreo outside
the building."

From: Foremon
To. Teom Leoder

"When it roins on Fridoy ot 5
p.m., the phenomenol 76-yeor-olcl
Bill Holley. occornponied by this
Corlels, will clrive the generol r r rori.
oger fhrougtr the oreo ourlside the

ffi;*',---]
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The Great American Bubble
Shqrod Boilur

Unforlunotely, much of the heolth of the world's economy rests on the slrength of the
Americon economy. lf the Americon economy collopses, it con leod to mojor

upheovols not jusl in the economic sphere but in lhe woy the world is politicolly run.

The U.S.Senate and House of
Representatives has fi na lly passed the
NAFTA Bill. Like the Gadarene sr,r'ine
the people's representatives appear
to be bent on the demolition of the
economy of their own country in ways
which it would have been considered
impossible just two short decades ago.
There is a whole range of policies that
the United States could do without,
entilely to its benefit, which would
put its economy back on tlack if only it
did not fall victim to populist non-
sense. It does, without fail, due to the
vested interests of those who seek
election to power and duly get elected
on the strength of their propaganda
machines.

Let us begin with a small re-
fresher in fundamental economics:

Money: Money is a medium of
exchange and confers on its possessor
the power to purchase goods. Inher-
ently it has no value of its own at least
not in this day and age. Credit calds
that are not supposed to be money
also confer on their possessor the
power to purchase goods, and there-
fore, act as money.

The Central Bank of a coun-
try: This is the organisation which
creates and n-ranipulates the total
quantity of money that exists in its
econorny. In the United States it is the
Fedgral Reserve Bank.

Inflation: This is the phenom-
enon of rising prices. Or to put it
another way, of the diminishing pur-
chasing power of money. Inflation is
caused either by too much rnoney chas-
ing too few goods or if the econonlv
heats up and the number ofexchanges
ofnroney for goods incteases.

Free trade and custonrs bar'-
liers: In a highlydeveloped economy,
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conventional wisdom has it that the
rnore the tlade between nations, the
mole pl'osperity it generates, increas-
ing levels of income and well being. To
facilitatc more tt'ade, therefole, coun-
tries like the United States believe
that customs barriers should be
brought down all over the world.
Flence GATT. And NAFTA. It went
ahead to set an example and reduced
its barriers progressively starting
some twenty yeal's ago and today
there is only a token 57a customs duty
on selected items. Virtually anything
can be imported freely. The only ex-
ception, perhaps, is the physical quota
on the import of textiles. This, corn-
bined with a freely conveltible cur-
l'ency, means that the world sees the
United States as its market. Logically
this American policy has about as
much validity as the curious assump-
tion made by religious leaders all over
the world that if everyone in this
world were to become good, the world
would be a paradise to live in. What
the Americans ought to have done
was to budget for a world which is nol
a paradise in the certain knowledge
that other countries would take ad-
vantage of its shortsightedness. They
have done exactly the opposite with
disastrous effects to the economy.

Control of Inflation: Govern-
rnents control inflation in two ways.
One by incleasing taxes to rnop up the
excess money floating around in an
economy, and two by floating long
term gilt edged securities on the mar-
ket offering a certain interest which
again does the sarne thing. Incleasing
taxes is unpopular because it is seen
by the pa.ving public as highway rob-
bery. So the central bank is petsuaded
to float g-ovnl'nnrrrnt hnckoll sr'c'.tt'i-
ties. So long as it is the central bank,
a nd the central bank a lone, which has

sole control over the cleation and ma-
nipulation of money in an economy
the task ofcontrolling inflation is rela-
tively sintple. Once the governrnent
decicles to step in by deficit spending,
things become more complicated but
even then they can be controlled since
the central bank acts virtually as an
ann ofgovernment. If the prelogative
of creating money, or rather creating
purchasing power, is given over to all
and sundry the control of inf'lation
becomes impossible. In a sense lend-
ing activity by any agency whether it
is a pawn shop or a commercial bank
incleases the purchasing power ofthe
people and thereby adds to inflation.
But in the case of these agencies the
lending is against specific security
and there is an upper limit beyond
which it cannot go, unless all norms to
sou nd lendinga re deliberately thrown
to the winds, whioh is highly unlikely,
since these agencies want their money
back.

Credit Card Economy

In the United States the situa-
tion has been turned upside down.
Anybody but anybody can issue credit
cards. Therefore, anybody with any-
thing to sell does. Everybody has credit
cards and everybod.y buys on the
strength of a promise to pay tomor-
row. When the economy takes a dorvn
turn the desperation to keep above
watel can get so bad that selling ac-
quires prime importance even if it is
on a "defened payment basis" which
may nevercome good. The population
of the Llnited States is therefore the
nrost indebted in the u'orld. Credit
cat'tl conrpirnit-s rlcpetrrl upon zr na-
tiona I ba nk of in [ornrltio n on the creclit
,,,,,.{ lr ; r,,,--. r)f ,r rvrf lrri i., I ..t r--t,,r'r,," I ^
r.''hich tl.rc-\' have accoss u'hen neccs-
slr'\', or when thc-y think it i-. neces-
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sary. This bank builds up a "credit
history" of everybody who has partici-
pated in any form of economic
endeavour - this means everYbodY'
And the information is available to
anybody under the Freedom oflnfor-
mation Act. Organisations offering
credit cards whether it is Chevron
wishing to sell jewellery (believe it or
not) or Randalls wishing to sell trac-
tors (which may sound just as ridicu-
lous, but it does) go to this bank of
information and offer goods to poten-
tial customers against their owncredit
cards.

Premium on Dishonesty

Incredibly no single olganisation
shares infot'mation with any other on
how much credit it has offered to any
single customer. This is because all
other organisations are theil competi-
tors. So if my credit worth is assessed
at $3,000 by the credit inforrnation
available, it is perfectly possible that I
should be offered credit worth $2,500
by 200 different credit card compa-
nies. I can then go about with credit
cards against which I can potentially
borrow $500,000! The cledit card com-
panies cover themselves with the
credit insurance organisations who
charge high premium rates for the
risk they are taking. The credit card
companies in turn charge high inter'-
est. rates to their customers - as
much as 2LVo.If there is a default (the
default rate is as high as 307o) the
credit card companies have only to
arrange for an annual write-off and
recover its dues from the honest card
holder in terms ofhigher interest rates.
In other words, there is a premium on
dishonesty. Compare this with the
going rate of 31c for certificates of
deposit with banks.

In Keynesian macroeconomic
terms the high cost of loanable funds
is an indication of high inflation. In-
flation is kept artificially low by rnop-
ping up currency fi'om the market
with govelnrnent bonds. These gov-
ernment bonds are then traded on the
market at a discount. The more the
quantity of government honcls being
traded on the narket the higher is
theirdiscount rate. The discount rate
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is nowso high thatbanks cannot offer
nrore than 37o on fixed deposits to
customers, since if they need moneyat
slightly higher rates they can always
get them by trading the government
bonds they hold. What has apparently
never been understood is that mon-
etary control is only a palliative and a
temporary one at that. The govern-
ment cannot reduce the minimum
wage. That would be unpopular. It
also cannot make things easy for in-
dustry to manufacture within the
United States, by protecting domestic
industry since import is free.

Government to the Rescue

I have always been sceptical about
the Ananda Marg, the Proutist Move-
ment and of its guru P. R. Sarkar. I am
therefore, by definition, sceptical of
anyone who subscribes to its ideology
however well known the personage
may be. I, therefore, did not hold Dr.
Ravi Batra, who wrote his famous
book about the crash of 1992, in par-
ticularly high esteem - till I read his
new book, " The Myth ofFree Trade".
Heseems to have come to preciselythe
conclusions I came to on my own, only
in greater detail. The fact is that the
United States has never known ad-
versity and cannot understand the
meaning of belt-tightening. This is as
visible in the gross overweight of its
population as it is in the gloss over-
payment for the work they do. There
is a lot of truth in the old British
soldier's gripe about American sol-
diers being overpaid, oversexed,
overfed and over here. If the Ameri-
can people worry about rising prices
the government ensures that they are
kept low by increasing government
debt by mopping up excess currency.
And this can never work in the long
run. It cannot inclease taxes - for the
people would prornptly recall their
representatives in the government.
The rnove to increase taxes on petrol
by four cents to the gallon met with
strong opposition. Yet gasoline prices
in the United States are among the
lowest in the wolld. This at a time
when it inrpolts 75%. of its crude oil
needs. It is aware that the high prices
of goods manufactured in the country

are partly the result of high wages
that it insists should be paid to work-
ers 

- 
the legal mininrum wage rate

today is $4.S0 per hour. When things
produced in the country are expen-
sive and import is freely allowed, and
ifthings produced abroad are ofbet-
ter quality and come cheaper, people
buy the imports. Much of the downfall
of American industry can be attrib-
uted to this one single factor.

The US Debt Trap

It mightappearto some thatwith
the passing of the GATT agreement
recently, the United States has a lot to
gain. It does not. It has had to give in
on a Iot of detail in the small print and
hopes to make up with things like
intellectual property rights. But other
countries have not agleed to fully free
trade since they have a lot to lose.
Whatothers wantis that the USshould
continue with its low or non-existent
barriers to enable them to sell their
goods in the US, while simultaneously
protecting their own markets from
foreign cornpetition. I n persistingwith
the policy of free trade, with NAFTA
and with GATT the United States is
will ingly impoverishing itselfentirely
to thebenefit of other countries. The
govelnment debt today is 4 trillion
dollars and rising at the rate of 6
billion dollars a month. In three years
or less the United States Government
can bankrupt itself because the na-
tional debt will rise, at the present
rate to more than $ 6 trillion at which
point the government will find itself
unable to pay even the interest on the
bonds it has floated.

Take NAFTA. If Mexico were as
well offas the United States the move
for NAFTA would be entilely justi-
fied. Today NAFTA means that al-
most all Arnerican companies will start
manufacturing south of the border at
one foutth the price and sell to the
Arnerican people for money they do
not have, cout'tesy the credit card
systenr, and the government will pick
up the bill u'ith more gilt edged secu-
lities. All that NAFTA can do is to
inctr:asc thc inflationarv pl'essure,
norv being kept artificially low. In
delence of NAFTA, Mr. Clinton him-
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self went on TV to tell his people that
if the jobs went to Mexico it would
increase the purchasing power of the
Mexican people and they would buy
American goods because of the free
trade agreement. What he did not tell
the people was that with its own tariff
barriers being virtua lly non-existent
the American market is flooded with
goods made abroad. If the "newly rich"
Mexicans want to buy goods, there is
nothing to prevent them from buying
better quality goods made elsewhere
in the world at prices lower than those
for which American goods sell.

What, forexample, do othercoun-
tries do? They protect their markets,
encourage competition among produc-
ers within their economies to increase
quality and to keep prices low and
they export, export, export. Take Ja-
pan. It is not even willing to import
rice. But tell Japan that the United
States p[ans to raise customs duty on
the import of cars, and see what hap-
pens. The United States is not even
aware that the myth of the all power-
ful American dollar has increasingly
become known to bejust that - a myth,
precisely because of its policy of im-
port, import, import.

Drastic Restructuring Needed

What America needs is drastic
restructuring. There has been a lot of
talk about the post industrial world
where information and knowledge re-
place manufacturing. Tofller called it
"The Third Wave". The theory had
about as Hegelian a smell to it as

Francis Fukuyama's "Endof History"
thesis. What was not realised was
that unlike manufactured goods, of
which there is always a physical limit
on quantity, information is infinitely
extensible. For all its pride in leading
the world in cutting edge technolo-
gies, much of the cutting edge is now
being done by Japan and the Asian
tigers. Texas Instruments, for in-
stance, gets all its software from Ban-
galore in India.

Whether they like it or not
America will have to stop resting on
its hard earned laurels, and get dorvn
to the serious business of manufac-
turing for its own domestic rnarket. It
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can do so only by raising customs
barriers, keeping tight control on wage
levels, and if necessary, subsidising
its industry instead ofsubsidis ing con-
sumption through government bonds
and thereby subsidising, indirectly,
the industries of other countries. It
can curb the menace of the credit card
economy by insisting on the sharing
of information among credit card is-
suing organisations so that they can
recover what they have lent. It can do
so by raising taxes across the board
especia lly on items ofconspicuous con-
sumption. It can stop usingthe "Mon-
etarist route to prosperity", and stop
issuing government bonds to siphon
offcurrency. That way it will gradu-
ally facilitate the raising of interest
offered by banks to depositors and by
loweringthe interest charged on lend-
ing, to bring about some sort of corre-
spondence between the two. It can do
so by export, export, export at quali-
ties better and prices lower than any-
body else. It can do so by devaluing
the dollar and making imports that
much more expensive. That will also
make exports that much cheaper and
therefore that much more competi-
tive. All this it can do, for it has the
inherent strength of the prosperity
that it has won over the last two
hundred years, and the undoubted
genius of its people which makes it
the world's only super power.

Unpopular Measures Needed

It calls for unpopular measures
.that will have a drastic impact on the
bubble ofspurious prosperity on wh ich
most Americans today live. They do
not want the bubble to burst and any-
body who tells them that it will, is
dismissed as a crank. Unfortunately,
much of the health of the world's
economy rests on the strength ofthe
American economy. If the American
economy collapses, it can lead to ma-
jor upheavals notjust in the economic
sphere but in the way the world is
politically run. Ifthe American bubble
bursts, and it today rests on increas-
ingly sharp economic edges, the
world's economy collapses. So while it
is in the sholt run intcrests of the rest
of the world to make the best of the
willingness of America to continue

wearing its self-created blindfolds,
Anterica can bring the rest of the
world down with it when it finally
collapses, as it must, given its present
policies. And with the signing of
NAFTA into law the United States
has deliberately taken a further step
towards its own econornic suicide.

If it follows a policy of trade bar-
riers, American industry will boom.
This will increase emplol'rrrent and
thereby consumption against earn-
ings, instead of against a mythical
promise to pay on deferred payment
basis. The per capita late of savings
will rise fi'om a bare 1.8 per eent to
mole respectable levels and so will
the rate of investment in new indus-
tty. A minor increase in prices till
things stabilise with mole production
within the country is a small price to
pay for what is clearly a goal of in-
creased prosperity for its people and
the economy and for better stability
for the rest of the world in the long
run.
MR STIARAD BAILUR, until recently a
bank executive, is no\f,' a consultanrt iIr
laser printing.

Whot is NAFTA

The No|lh Ameilcon Ftee lrode
Agreemenl (NAFTA) is o lreoly sgned be-
lween lhe Uniled Sloles, Conodo ond
Mexico lo ensure lhot lhere ore no ltode
borilers belween lhe lhree counlries. This

ogreement should ordinorilV hove done o
lol f or the econcmic heolth of lhese lhree
counlries. The problem is nol wilh NAFIA. ll
lies wilh lhe focl lhol lhe Uniled stoles hos
virluolly no lrode borriers wilh onybody
else eilher. Olhel counlries elsewhere ore
nol members of lhe ogreemenl bul hove
lhe f reedom lo sell lheir goods f reely in lhe
United slolesond now, courlesy NAFTA, in

lhe other lwo counlnes os well. Bul lhese
lhree do nol hove reciprocol freedom
elsewhere; hence lhe Americo n insislence
on gelling GAn pushed lhrough. lhe re-

sull islhol o counlry like Conodo wilh high
woge levels will suffer from pneumonio
becouse lhe Uniled Slotessneezes. As fot
Mexico, wilh ils compotolively low woge
levels. il will be oble lo exporl freely lo lhe
United Stoles ond will imporl oll thol il
wonlsf rom elsewhere in lhe world ol prices
lower lhon whot il ntusi poy f or Amertcon
or Conodron goods. Wllile lhas will un-
ri<-rr.]trledly (Jo goocl lo lhe Mexlcon
r:'conomy, il can only horm lhe US ond

. r,1\ if ( 
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Shalad Ba{lu'
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The Right to Choose a Dignified Death
B. N. Colobowollo

According lo Dhormo, the choice lo relinquish life is os bosic os the orre to live. Kunti, Gondhori ond
Dhritiroshtro ended their lives in vonosproslho when they felt lhe purpose of their lives hod been served.

The concept of the Right to Die is
not an intellectual achievernent of our
era or even of our century. It goes back
many centuries to a ngient t irnes. Thus,
in the Aymara Indian tribes of ancient
Bolivia, when an individual became ill
and suffered, the family helped hin to
die. Similarly, in Eskimoculture, when
an individual felt he was ready to
depart, the family helped him to do so,
at times even by killinghim. It is to the
credit of ancient Greek philosophers
that they brought forth the topic of
suicide on the agenda of philosophical
discussions. The Greeks, at one stage,
permitted suicide under certain
circumstances; and later, it was even
approved by the Greek State, but with
olficial per-mission. Once again it was
the Greeks who enunciated the concept
of euthanas ia mea ning "good death'.

Plato in his treatise The Republic
condemned physicians who allow pa-
tients to suffer from lingering death
and advocated euthanasia. The Ro-
mans held the belief that a good life
deserved a good death. Seneca stated
"it nrakes a good deal of diffelence
whether a man is lengthening his life
or his death". Then came the domi-
nance of Christian theolory in which
suicide and euthanasia were anath-
ema and various stigmas were attached
to it. The Renaissance saw the revival
of liberalism and once again "good
death" became a subject for discus-
sion. Sir Thomas More published his
treatise Utopia in 1516. Though a

Catholic, he wrote'tince life is a mis-
ery to you, why hesitate to die..."

The 16th century began to give
man an 'individual' identity. Mon-
taigne wlote "death is a rnost assttred
haven, never to be fealed, oftcn to be
sought". Francis Bacon speaking of
ph1'sicians tlcating df irrg patir,tits
opined that they should help "rnake a
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fair and easy passage fi'om life". In the
early 19th century, Schopenhauer un-
derlined the individual's'\rnass-a ilable
title to his own life and percon". De-
bates and discussions continued in the
late 19th and early 2Oth centuries in
England and America. Attempts were
made to legalise euthanasia. The need
for an organised platform became ap-
parent and the first Voluntary Eutha-
nasia Society was established in En-
gland in 1935. U.S.A. soon followed
the example and established a Society
in 1938. Today, the World Federation
of Right to Die Societies embraces 40
such Societies from 22 countries of the
world, with a total membership of over
5 million

NotAlien to Indian Culture

In the historical perspective, the
concept of willing one's own death -
Ichha Mat'an - is not alien to our heri-
tage and culture as exemplified in
Hindu mytholory, which has a domi-
nant and enduring influence on us to
this day. Thus, accordingto Dharma,
the choice to relinquish life is as basic
as the one to live. Kunti, Gandhari and
Dhritirashtra ended their lives in
uanasprastho when they felt the pur-
pose of their lives had been served.
Bhishma prepared a bed of arrows on
the battlefield of Kurukshetra and
willed the day and tinre of his own
death. Mahaprashthana is recom-
n'rended in the Puranas for incurable
diseases. AJain sect advocates eutha-
nasia of a severe kind - Sonfhot'o. The
most prominent example of this is
Acharya Vinobha Bhave.

The upsurge of interest in the
subject, of late, is due to many contem-
poraly factors. Longevity of hunran
life is increasing and the dread of old
agc, :rtril iticai-,ircit.irtioll is I.)r'oliui'Iie,ir-
ately also increasing with individuals.

We are today exposed more and more
to the mass nredia where these issues
are discussed, thus making people
thiuk more than befole. Not the least
of the factors is the impact of rnodern
nredical science and technolory affect-
ing various aspects of human living
and plobably societal values. Surro-
gate motherhood, genetic engineering,
foetal sex determination, invitro &
invio fertilisation are some of them.
But the most important issue is that of
one's right to die a dignified death and
voluntary euthanasia. There is a grow-
ing realisation that whilst modern
medicine can save many a life, it can
also be indiscriminately utilised not to
prolong life, but to prolong the process
of dying where continuation of any
treatrnent is futile and only causes
unmitigated pain, agony and loss of
dignity of life to the individual.

A Humanist fssue

The concept of the respect for life
and our duty to preserve life are often
brought to bear on the topic of the
right to die. Life comprises of two
components - the biological existence
and the cognitive living. The latter
implies that an individual should be in
possession of his faculties to the extent
that he can contribute to his own
physical, intellectual and spiritual
well-being. He should be able to
communicate mea ningfully with fellow
human beingn and be able to receive
and respond to stimuli. When this
cognitive life is destroyed, it becomes a
biological existence as opposed to real
living. To preserwe such a biological
but itrsensate exis-tence, or to preserve
life in an inclividual suflering from
unnritigated pain and agouy when
terrnirrally ill lI'orrr irlenrediable
disease and against his expressed
rr'isir,:s, rs !ire ver'y tiegaLloll Ol t'espect
for life. It devalues the basic needs of
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humanism, com-passion and respect
for an individual's autonomy. Tagore
said, though in a different context, but
perhaps equally applicable here that
we must be "made conscious not of the
volume but of the value of existence".
Gustaffson has aptly stated that
'tespect for life does not necessarily
indicate the pre-servation of human
physical life at the cost of unbearable
pain to individuals and even to families
around".

The essence of this philosophy is
humanism and compassion and one
which respects the dignity of man and
his autonomy to choose. It has no con-
flict with an individual who subscribes
to the concept of the Right to Life and
respects his choice. The issue is not
one of philosophy, morality, theolory,
politics or medical science. It is one of
humanism.

The'LivingWill'

The affirmation of this right of an
individual to a dignified death is
embodied in a document variously
labelled as the Living Will or'Adv-
anced Health Directive". It is a

Sulclde No Longer en Offence

At tlre tirne of going to Press, comes a

Suprcme Court judgement which makes stri-
cide no longer an offence. Section 309 of the
I ndian Penal Code which recognised suicide as
w il ful term i nation of one's ow n I ife a nd'hence a
crime, has ben described by tlre Suprerne
Courtjudgement as being "a cruel a nd irratio-
nal provision and may result in ptrnishing a
person again (doubly) who has suffered agony
and would be undergoing ignotniny beca use of
his fa ilure to commit atricide".

The follow ing re lnrtinThelndependafi
of April 28 worrld be of intercst.

"Seeking to "humanise" crirninal law in
the country, tlre Strpreme Court in a*ristoric
verdict yes terday strtrck down Section 309 of
thel ndian Penal Code, providing forjail terrns
and fines for persons surviving suicide at-
tempts, while holding it to be a "cruel and
irmtional prcvision" militating against tlte
right to life.

'We state tlra t Smtion 309 of the 1rcnal
code dcserwe to bc effaced frorn the statut.e
book to htrmanise our penal laws. It is a cruel
and irrational provision and rney rcsult irr
punislring a lEmon again (dotrbl.v) wlto lras
srrffered agony and worrld be undergoing igno-
m i ny becn tse of h is fa ilrrrc to comrni t stricide,"
a divisiorr bcnclr crrlrrprisirrg Jrrstict' ll. lr1.

Sahai arrd .Jtrsticc B. L. Hnnsarin obscrurrl irr
their 60-page judgernent."

statement of his legal right to refusel
any form of treatment under certainl
conditions of severe and irrecoverable
disease or terminal illness. It is exe-
cuted by an adult individual, in full
possession of his decision-making
capacity, withbut coercion or any kind
ofduress.

A discussion of the Living WilI
brings us face to face with the very
controversial issue of voluntary eu-
thanasia, with its many implications
in the realms of ethics, law, theolory
and medical practice. These need a
wider discussion than is possible here.
However, there are certain misconcep-
tions about voluntary euthanasia
which need to be clarified at this point.
It is a misconception to believe that
the Right to Die issue has been brought
forth to justify voluntary euthanasia.
As stated earlier in the historical con-
text, the Rightto Die conceptprecedes,
by centuries, the issue of voluntary
euthanasia. The latter is merely a ve-
hicle for executing the Right to Die.
Opponents of voluntary euthanasia
have equated it to "mercy killing".
The.re is no killing in voluntary eutha-
nasia. Killing is a barbarous act com-
mitted violently on an individual who
has, by no means, given his consent.
Hence, to equate the two is either a
manifestation of poor intellect at best,
or intellectual dishonesty at worst. It
is also equated with suicide. L,eglly it
may be so today; but morally it has no
bearing on suicide; it is self-deliver-
ance. The sooner the unci-vilised law
of making attempted suicide a crimi-
nal offence is deleted from the statute
books, the better it will be for society
as a whole. We mustbear in mind that
the operative word in voluntary eu-
thanasia is "Voluntary".

DR B. N. COLABAWALLA, aneurologistby
profession, is the Chairman of the Society
for the Right to Die u'ith Dignity.

For further infonnation please write
to:

SOCIETY FORTHE RIGHT
TO DIE WITH DIGNITY

C/o. Democratic Research Service
Maneckji Wadia Building, 4th Floor,

127, Mahatrna Gandhi Road, Fort,
Bombay - 4u0 u23.

Telephone No. 27 39 14.

FAVOUR
to tou?frh(b

t nd 0r.llt
. tlnplc eq1 ol

'Hom 
nrlt

wlth yosr colDplhl.ott

frcc(bnr Fh
4th noo.
197, lidrdrni Gildi td
So.nbrt 1@t3

tlc6a sard e srndc coGry o{ fi"ado.n fid b tE lttlodi.B
with my cfipliralts.

Ph.

*
tldr

*
YU

AprilJu.nz 1994 I,'reerlotn I'irst 23



..:.

-i:

.l
'!l
!

*i.

R*

:",

rl..?

i-i.+

I,

i.

t'

F

''t;

, "\'

ti

ntij,'fr-'
'\?.

.", i,;l .

To find out whether you're using
the best Powder Hair Dye,

place it next to ours.
r-----------'r

Your
current
Brand

ll
L-----------J

Now take this simple test.

I lsitshampoobased?
r Doesilspreadeasily?
r-ls it convenlent. noHnessy. easy ro use?

' Are the shades natural?
li.e. il)one can make ou you're usinga haird,'e)

r ]sillonglasring?
* ls n safe?
' ls lr frolT a reputed company?
. Flnally. what ls the prlce?

codo
PowderHalrDye

V
6
6
d
dg
d

Rs.32/-
for logms.r

Anyorher
tr
tr
tr

B
tr

'a
0

forogms.

GodteJ Pouder Halr Dye. So mucb motefor so mucb less.

' Max rerail prlce as qr I g Jin. I 9O3 (inclrsnt o{ all taxesl

Mudra GS 1459



est Asia : New hallenges to Peace
Nitin G. Rout

Did not Arofol once soy: "Moy my right hond be cul off if I sign qny peoce lreoly
thot does nol include Jerusolem". lndeed, he hos signed lhe DoP, his right orm

is intoct ond lhe DoP is silent on the future of Jerusolem.

On 13th September 1993, Israel
a nd the Palestine Liberation
Olganisation (PLO) signed a Declara-
tion of Principles on Intelim Self Gov-
ernmentAlrangements. On 14th Sep-
tember 1993 in Washington D.C., Is-
rael and Jordan declared the attain-
ment of a Conrmon Agenda for the
peace efforts. These two momentous
events after the 1979 Camp David
accord have virtually defused the high
voltage tension of the conflict in West
Asia. Not that peace has anchored
firmly in the turbulent waters ofWest
Asia. Far from it. In fact it has opened
up new challenges.

The ultimate aim of the Declara-
tion of Principles (DoP) is to "put an
end to decades of confrontation and
conflict" and to "achieve ajust, lasting
and comprehensive peace settlement"
through a process of debate and dis-
cussion,

The highlight of the Declaration
is autonomy for Jericho and the Gaza
Strip under a Palestine Interim Self
Government Authority.

Article VIII (Public Order and
Security) of the Declaration of Prin-
ciples envisages the establishment of
"a strong police force" of Palestinians
for internal security'\vhile Israel will
continue to carry the responsibility
for defending against external
threats..." In practice it may be more
problematic, with the Israelis and Pal-
estinians exercising control over dif-
ferent areas of security and public
order. For instance, what happens if
an Israeli commits a crime on the
West Bank or a Palestinian terrorist
opposed to the DoP enters the West
Bank? Such situations will require
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deft handling and will test the diplo-
matic endurance of hitherto impla-
cable foes.

A redeeming feature of the Dec-
laration of Principles is that il envis-
ages "direct negotiations" in the event
of disagreement and this will opelate
as a safety valve in an area where
even a slight slip could bring West
Asia to the brink. It is here that Israel
has scored. It has always been Israel's
stand that there should be direct ne-
gotiations withArabs, a demand stub-
bornly opposed until lecently by the
Arabs.

Although the DoP does not men-
tion the Camp David accord (perhaps
because ofthe fact that the PLO had
rejected it, the basic features of the
Camp David accord are very much in
evidence in the DoP. Both call for Self
GoverningAuthorities and for a tlan-
sitional period of fiveyears for pemra-
nent peace. However, while the Canrp
David accord envisaged "autonomy"
for the inhabitants of the West Bank
and the Gaza Strip, the DoP
emphasises the territorial aspect of
"autonomy".

The euphoria generated by such
events is often not matched by the
pace of its implementation. The Arab
economic boycott has not only not
been lifted but, in fact, has been reit-
erated by many Alab States.

The PLO was also expected to
nullify and delete Articles in its Con-
stitution which call for the annihila-
tion of the State of Israel. The PLO
has yet to convene its Palestine Na-
tional Council for this purpose. It re-
quires a two thirds majority to alter

the Palestine National Covenant, al-
though Yasser Arafat has, in his let-
ter of 9th September 1993 to Islaeli
Prime Minister Yitzak Rabin, while
recognising Israel's "right to exist",.
assured him that "the PLO under-
takes to submit to the Palestine Na-
tional Council for formal approval the
necessary changes in regard to the
Palestine Covenant" which are incon-
sistent with the spirit of the DoP and
consequently inoperative and invalid.
In other words, even if Israel has
withdrawn from Jericho and the Gaza
Strip, in theory the PLO can continue
to clainr the destluction ofIsrael as its
goal. Itts also significant to note that
other powerful factions in the PLO,
like the Popular Front for the Libera-
tion of Palestine (PFLP) headed by
George Habash and the Democratic
Front for the Liberation of Palestine
(DFLP) headed by Naif Hawatneh
are fiercely opposed to the DoP and
havevowed to sabotage it. WillArafat's
Al Fatah faction be able to control
them? Together with the Iranian
backed Hamas, the PFLP and the
DFLP can form a powerful combina-
tion to upset the settlement. They
have, in fact, stepped up terrorism
and Arafat has maintained a discreet
silence without a word of condemna-
tion. It is an issue to which Arafat has
no answer and neither is he likely to
answel..

In Israel too, some sections have
accepted the DoP with reservations.
Israel's powerful and flamboyant
Likud Opposition leader Benyamin
Netanyahu has explessed serious mis-
givings about the DoP and has
suggested an alternative "minimalist
pln n" lo r Pa lest ine a rr totronr v. He lea r',s

that the proposed autonomy is nothing
but a bridgehead for a Palestinian
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State. Netanyahu's proposal calls for
autonomy for geographically non-
contiguous Arab areas on the West
Bank and the Gaza Strip while
maintaining a geographically conti-
guous link of Israeli settlements. He
is in favour of a comprehensive peace
settlement with Jordan to thwart a
PalestinianArab State. Ifthe election
of Likud's Ehud Elmort as Mayor of
Jerusalem after 28 years of un-
interrupted Labours mayorality and
of the independent Ronni Milo as
Mayor of Tel Aviv are barometers,
there is a wide section of Israelis who
are none too happy with DoP.

For many in Israel, the idea of a
withdrawal from the West Bank,
where about 1,30,000 Jews are settled
is alarming. Without the West Bank,
Israel at one point would be a mere
thirteen-mile strip of land between
the Mediterranean and the West Bank
and could well be a logistical night-
mare in the event of another Arab-
Israel conflict as in L967. Moleover,
doubts persist whether the DoP for
the PLO is just a tactical move in its
sworn goal to eliminate Israel and
achieve a diplomatic victory. Did not
Arafat once say: "May my right hand
be cut off if I sign any peace treaty
that does not include Jerusalem". In-
deed, he has signed the DoP his right
arm is intact and the DoP is silent on
the future of Jerusalem.

,' It is not smooth sailing for the

.,. has refused to condemn the killings
,i; perpetrated by Hamas. In fact, he has
f;: supported the strikes aalled by the
' H.rrrrs and desclibed its militants as

a "martyris" and these forbode ill for
''i future peace in West Asia. The Pales-
': tinian intellectuals in Tunis and Jor-

p. dan are also dissatisfied with Arafat's
F.-. functioning and have called forgreater
i ' democratization of the PLO. The es-

tablishment of the Palestinian Eco-

F,* nomic Development and Rehabilita-
H, tionAgencywithArafatas Chairman
": and his confidante, Farouk Khad-

doumi, as Deputy Chairman are in-
stanees where Alafat refttses to relax
his stranglehold over the PLO. If the
dissatisfied elements in Ali Fatah join

hands with George Habash or Naif
Hawatmeh then the peace process is
bound to run into rough weather.

In Jordan too, the DoP is viewed
with concern. Havingburnt his bridges
with the U.S. during the Gulf crisis,
King Hussein fears that Jordanian
interests maybe sacrificed.A Palestine
Arab State is more unwelcome to
Jordan than to Israel. So much so that
on Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon
Peres'visit to Amman soon after sign-
ingthe DoP, KingHusseinsought his
assurance that the interests ofJordan
would not be sacrificed. The impli-
cations are clear. What may be in the
interests of the PLO may not neces-
sarily be in the interests of Jordan.
For West Asia, however, if the present
peace process has staved off the poss-
ibility of future hostilities, it has
ironically created problems of peace,
for peace unfortunately was seldom
experienced in West Asia and grap-
pling with peace may be problematic.
But for a region which has survived
four wars, problems of peace can
hardly be a deterrent factor in the
quest for peace.

MR NITIN G. RAUTis alawyerpractising
in the Bornbay High CourL

Peace Accord Signed

At the time of going to press,
Mr. Yasser Arafat is esconced in
Jericho and the lsraelis have with-
drawn from this little piece of
territory.

An agreeement on the details
of a partial autonomy was signed
on 9th February 1 994.

On 4th May, lsrael and the
PLO signed the Cairo Agreement in
the presence of the US Secretary
of State, the Russian Foreign Min-
isler and the Egyptian President.
This agreement is a landmark as it
delermines the status of Jericho
and the Gaza Strip. While the FLO
will exercise conlrol over civil ad-
ministration, lsrael will control de-
fence and foreign affairs. On 18th
May 1994, lsraelwithdrew f rom the
Gaza Strip and Jericho, handing
over charge to the PLO.

Nitin G. Raut
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Merwyn Hiskett

lf lhe Wesl wos bomboozled into foiling to recognise the fundqmenlolisl
threot in Bosniq-Herzegovino, the Serbs, ond for thol mqtter the Croots, were not.

They were well owore of the rqdicol lslomic octivily thol hod been going on there
since before the breqk up of the Yugoslov union.

Alija Izetbegovic, a Croat l\{uslim
intellectual who is now President of
Bosnia-Herzegovina, wrote his Isla-
mic Declaration in 1970. This docu-
ment, which appeared in Turkish,
English and Serbo-Croat, from time
to time, seems to be little known
outside Yugoslavia. It is a long and
ardent work that calls on Muslims to
renew the practice of their faith in
strict accordance with the Koran. The
Declaralionwas not made fully public
then but, in the words of the editor of
the English edition, which appeared
in Sarajevo in 1990:

"It was illegally duplicated and circu-
lated among Muslims to serve as an
ideological road sign, a manual and a
practical instruction for the Islamic
propagandist - political and organi-
sational work of adversaries of the
secular, non-Islamic order."

Deelaration of Intent

The background to this
. ungrammatical statement is thatAlija
Izetbegovic and a number of other
Bosnian Muslim intellectuals began
at this time to organise a Muslirn
opposition to the secular Marxist state
known as the'Young Muslims". The
result was that he and twelve other
Muslim radicals were arrested by the
Yugoslav authorities, charged with
"associating for the purpose ofhostile
activity and jeopardising the consti-
tutional order" and "acting from the
standpoint of Islamic fundamental-
ism and Moslem nationalism". The
accused were convicted a nd sentenced
to terms of irnprisonment but wet'e
later released.

The trial hns heen clilicised as
"Stalinist and framed". Yet there is

. April-Jutw 1994
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trruch in the Decla.ration, to say noth-
ing of the glosses of the English edi-
tor, that leaves one with the distinct
impression that it was seditious in
intent. Whether this justified the
author's trial and irnprisonment is
another matter.

Izetbegovic's Declqration. was
written a few years before the emer-
gence of the Ayatollah Khomeini.
Nonetheless, his English editor speaks
approvingly of the "Khomeini-like and
succinct message contained in the
writing of Alija Izetbegovic". My own
impression is that the workowes much
to the writings of Sayyid al-Qutb,
leader of the Eryptian Muslim Bro-
therhood, who was hanged by Nasser
in 1966, for allegedly plotting the
overthrow of the Egyptian gov-
ernment of the day. Sayyid al-Qutb
was a prolific writer on Islamic
revolution. His fierce rejection of
democratic pluralism, of nationalism
and of all secularist institutions, as
well as his insistence on adherence to
the strict letter of the Koran and his
argument that Islam in its current
condition has failed and is in need of
complete renewal, are all reflected in
Izetbegovic's D ec Ian' atio n.

IzetLegovic's work is somewhat
rambling, though this maybe because
of a rather clumsy English transla-
tion. It speaks emotionally of Muslim
groups "in collision with the mighty
forces of the Jahiliya (ignorance, that
is the West)". It harks back nostalgi-
cally to the heyday of the Ottoman
empire and deploles its decline: Tut'-
key as an lslarnic countty ruled the
world. Turke.y as plagiary of Eulope
is norv a bhird-raLe counlry. It deuies

the legitimacy of any human author-
ity and avers that:

"It is unthinkable that a Muslim
should sacrifice himself for a king or
ruler... or for the glory ofany nation
or party, because the strongest Is-
lamic instinct recognises in this a
kind ofpapnism and idolatry. AMus-
lim can die only in the name of Allah
and for the glory of Islam... the gen-
tlest and least aggressive aspect of
Islam."

"Daddy's Sons"

The Declaration constantly
condemns Sufism, that is Islamic myst-
icism, a stance that links Izetbegovic,
through the Muslim Brotherhood, to
the Salafist movement of the nine-
teenth century. It also condemns
modernist reformers in Islamic coun-
tries. These are "daddy's sons",
schooled in Europe, from which they
returned with a deep sense of their
own inferiority towards the wealthy
West and a personal superiority over
the poverty-stricken and backward
surroundings from which they spring.
Such criticism ofthe western-educated
elite is ofcourse one ofthe maintenets
of the later "Islamic fundamentalism"
inspiled by Khomeini.

Izetbegovic deplores the abol ition
of the Arabic alphabet by Turkish
modernists and claims, not un-
reasonably, that "the new Turkish
generation found itself with no
spilitual prop, in a kind of spiritual
vacuum". He lauds the war against
the British at Suez, the war for the
liberation of Algeria, that for the ret-
ention of Islan.r in Indonesia and the
struggle to keep Pakistan Islamic. He
insi-tr LhaL fr,.,r' lvluolitns thi:r.-- is otrly
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one possible way out: the formation
and glouping of a new intelligentsia
which thinks and feels Islam. This
intelligentsia would, then fly the flag
of the Islamic order. and, together
with the Muslirn masses, take action
to bring about the Islamic idea.

Primacy of Islamic Theoclacy

Thus, Izetbegovic appears to
envisage the mobilisation of the Mus-
lim masses by a revolutionary Islarnic
intelligentsia, a programme not unli ke
that advocated by the Tunisian
Shaykh al-Ghannushi - himself a
disciple of Sayyid al-Qutb - and his
lslamic Tendency.

Consistently with the Islarnic
radical position, Izetbegovic emp-
hasises that:

"History has no instance of any truly
Islamic movement which was not at
the same time a political movement..."

... One cannot believe in Islam
and act, dobusiness, enjoy one's leisure
or rule in a non-Islamic way.

He thus puts a finger on the crux
of the Islamic dilemma in the modern
world - that Islam cannot be practised
as anindividual beliefsystem, as Chri-
stianity may be, in a surrounding con-
text of secularism and pluralism. Put
more starkly, the Muslim must try
c6nstantly to set up an Islamic theoc-
racy in order to remain a Muslim.
Moreover, "Islam is not nationality.
But it is the supranationality of this
community (the world-wide lslamic
community orumma)".

He is puritanical to a degree and
would ban all forms of alcoholization
of the people, public and secret pt'os-
titution, pornography of the spoken
word, in pictures, on film and tele-
vision, casinos, nightclubs, dance halls
and all other forms of entertainment
incompatible with the moral tenets of
Islam.

Sonretinies he reflects more rnod-
ern Islamic attitudes, as when urging
that polygamy be curbed and divorce
restrieted. Rr.rt'rnf' c.nviction this
might carry is quickly dissipated by
the sequel, an encomium on the sta-
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tus of women under a traditional
Koranic dispensation, which departs
from the reality. He appears from
time to time to be conciliatory, as
when he renounces the imposition of
Islam by "power" and argues that the
Islamic state can only be set up
through education and moral suasion.
But he then appears to contradict this
by advocating that the Islamic move-
ment should and can start to take
power as soon as it is morally and
nun,ericall.y strong enough not only
to overturn the existing non-Islamic
government but also to build a new
Islamic one.

Towards an Islamic State

Clearly Izetbegovic and his col-
leagues believed that the death ofTito
and the imrninent collapse of the Yugo-
slav uniondidcreate such an opportu-
nity to take power. Despite some
wooliness concerning ways and
nleans, the kernel of Izetbegovic's
thinking is clear.

"First and foremost of these conclu-
sions is certainly the incompatibility
of Islam with non-Islamic eystems.
There can be neither peac€ nor co-
existence between the Islamic reli-
gion and non-Islamic social and po-
litical institutions. And by claiming
the right to order its own world itself,
Islam obviously excludes the right or
possibility ofaction on the part ofany
foreign ideolory on that terrain. There
is therefore no Iay principle."

Bythis reference to "lay principle"
Izetbegovic excludes all seculal insti-
tutions from the territoryofthe Islamic
state. There can be no pluralism. Reg-
arding non-Muslims rvithin such an
Islamic state, Izetbegovic states that:
"The non-Muslim minorities within
an Islamic state, on condition that
they are loyal, enjoy religious freedom
and all protection". This, which exc-
ludes any concession to the secular,
legal and pluralist institutions ofsuch
non-Muslims, simply repeats the pat-
tern of the old Ottoman milletsystern,
where non-Muslims had the status ol
dhintntis, "protected people". And
while Izetbegovic demands that non-
X'I urlitrio liv irrg uttdet' art Isla ttric uLa Lc

shall be "loyal", he clearly does nob

extend that obligation to Muslinrs

living under a secular state!
' r:r'i

Behind Izetbegovic there stands 
^..:..a recent history of escalating mili- :S

tancy of the Islamic fundamentalist 'i#
kind among Bosnia's Muslims, which {ri
can be profusely documented from-'t".*
Muslim sources. Suffrce it here to quote'.
from l(alim Siddiqui's well-known/s- .ir
sues in the Islanric mouemen.t:

"But the Islamic Revolution in Iran
and the leadership oflmam Khomeini
have lit the fire of Islam by inspiring
hrrndreds of Bosnian Muslirns to re-
turn from abroad and preach Islam
and, around 1985, pan-Islamic forces
in Bosnia-Ilerzegovina were specu-
Iating that Yugoslavia might break
up and were hopingto build their own
Islamic state."

It has to be said in fairness that
given the transcendental certainties
upon which Islam is based, [zet-
begovic's stance is inevitable. There is
no point in blaming the man. It is
more profitable to understand that if
Muslims did not adopt such a posture,
there would shortly be no true Islam -

or so they undoubtedly believe. No
Muslim worth his salt can contem-
plate such a possibility. That is the
dilemma that faces the non-Islamic
West. Yet some have apparently per-
suaded themselves, particular in the
United States, that Izetbegovic has
recently repudiated his own Dec lara-
tion.. There is certainly no evidence
for this in the version published in
Sarajevo in 1990. Onthe contrary,the
editor of this edition writes specifi-
cally that "The tenets highlighted in
the Islamic Deela.ration have never
been renounced by its authof'. This
does not support such a belief. But
even if a repudiation had been made,
it remains understandable that the
Orthodox Serbs and the Catholic
Croats should regard it as one ofexpe-
diency; and that they should be wary
of trusting it.

Understanding Serbian Reaction

When considering the Serbian
reaction to all this, certain historical
faets should be bolne in mind which
uLrdlil Lu rrru.lif.y Llru pt cst; trL, rvlroll;
condemnatoly Western consensus
towards the Serbs. This Orthodox
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Chlistian people lived under the en-
forced Islamic hegemony of the Otto-
man Turkish empire from the four-
teenth centuly to the end of the
nineteenth century. It was not a happy
experience. For the Ottomans during
their first expansion period plactised
a policy offorced population transfers
known in Turkish as surgan. This
took the form of clearing the land of its
Christian populations and replacing
them with Tulkish Muslim peasants
and nomads. The policy was imple-
mented by ruthless massacres and
the razingofvillages. Cities and towns
that resisted the Ottoman advance
suffered the same massacres of
Christian populations and their le-
placement by Muslim Turks, or solne-
times Slav renegades to Islam. The
Muslim populations of Saqajevo,
Skopje and other Balkan cities ori-
ginated in this way. Surg'un con-
tinued on and off throughout the
middle a ges and only diminished with
the slowdecline ofthe Ottoman empire
from the seventeenth century on-
wards. It is almost certainly Surgun.,
noLJudenft'ei or any other term from
the Nazi extermination lexicon, that
gives rise to "ethnic cleansing".

During the nineteenth century
the Serbs and the Bulgars, inspired
by the French Revolution and en-

, coulaged by the pan-Slavic policies of
Russia, began to revolt against the
Ottoman hegemony. The Turks took a
cruel revenge. The well-known
"Bulgarian Atrocities" of 1876 which
caused Gladstone to thunder his de-
nunciation of the "unspeakable Turk",
wele just one exanrple of what hap-
pened constantly in the Balkan
vilayets of the Turkish empire.

At the end of the flrrst world war,
WoodrowWilso n wise ly recommended
that "Serbia (be) accorded free and
secure access to the sea", as the elev-
enth of his well-known "Fourteen
Points". In the event this advice was
overtaken by the creation ofYugosla-
via. It was Yugoslavia, of which Selbia
formed part, that gained this access.

The SS Hanjar
During the second world u'ar,

the Gerrnans fonned the "SS I{anjar",

AltrilJu.ne 1991

a unit of Bosnian Muslims that used
to telrorise the Serbs. The rvold, which
was germanised as "Handscher",
comes from Arabic hanjara, "to slit
the throat". Whether it was given to
these Muslims by their intended vic-
tims, or whether theyadopted it boast-
fully for themselves, I do not know.
However, since it is Arabic, I assume
it arose from a Muslim soul'ce. The SS
Hanjar are leputed to have massa-
cred 7,00,000 Serbs. Evelyn Waugh,
in his reports from Yugoslavia c. 1945,
comments on the ntassacl'es at that
time, of Serbs, rypsies and Jews: Par'-
tisan propaganda represents these
atlocities as solely the work of Catho-
lic Cloats; these were not guiltless,
but there is good reason to believe
that Mahometans from Montenegro
and Bosnia wele plincipally respon-
sible (Solisbuty Reuiew, September,
1992).

From Secular State to an Islamic
State

When theWestern powers so fool-
ishly recognised an independent
Bosnian state, immediately before the
present civil war broke out, this had
the effect of forcing the Serbs back
into the landlocked position in which
they had been before the creation of
the Yugoslav union. Their access to
the sea was thleatened by the imrni-
nent creation ofthe Islamic theocratic
state of Bosnia. In addition to this
strategio threat from Islamic Bosnia,
the creation ofsuch a theocratic state
also threatened a large number of
ethnic Serbs who lived outside the old
Serbian kingdom, in Bosnia-
Flelzegovina. Such Serbs folrned 31.3
pelcent of the Bosnian population (the
Catholic Croats formed 17.3 percent
and wele equally alarmed at the pros-
pect of an Islamic Bosnia). Under the
former Yugoslav state these Chris-
tian Serbs had lived cheek-by-jowl
with the Muslims, sharing the same
villages and governed by a common
secular law. If Izetbegovic had his
way, these Serbs, as well as the Catho-
lic Croats, would have been retulned,
liltle nr<-,re Lhan a cerrtut'y aflel iiav-
ing won their freedom fi'om the Otto-
man empire, to the status of non-
I\{uslim citizens of a theoclatic Is-

lanric state, that is they w-ould once
aga in have becorn e dhimntis. In view
of the history I have outlined, this
seenls too much to ask of these people.
Indeed, the Westeln powers did not
understand the implications of what
they were doingwhen they recognised
Izetbegovic's Bosnia-Herzegovina.
The real intentions of the l\{uslims
rvele deliberately played down in an
atternpt to gain this recognition.
Izetbegovic's editor comments, with
remarkable frankness, that from the
moment when the Democlatic (sic!)
Action Party (SDA) headed by A.
Izetbegovic and led by his like-minded
colleagueS, won a convincing major-
ity of Muslim votes at the fir'st multi-
palty election in Bosnia-Herzegovina
(in November, 1990), the real nature
and meaning of the Islamic Declat'a-
tion. became bluned and extremely
relativistic. Special care was taken
along these lines to divert the atten-
tion ofthe western audience which, as
is well known, does not have much
sympathy for Islamic radicalism.
These endeavcuns appear to have been
successful.

But if the West was bamboozled
into failing to recognise the funda-
mentalist threat in Bosnia-Her-
zegovina, the Serbs, and for that mat-
ter the Croats, weLe not. They were
well aware of the radical Islamic ac-
tivity, described above, that had been
going on there since before the break-
up of the Yugoslav union. They were
simply not prepared to forego the secu-
Iar status which, communist or not,
had been the gift of the Yugoslav
state, and return to that of second-
class citizens of an Islamic Republic.
One can surely not blame them. The
great English historian, Sir Robert
Ensor, described the Ottoman Turk-
ish theocratic rule over the Balkans
at the end of the nineteenth century
as "hideous misgovernment". There is
no reason to bcfieve that of present-
day Islamic theocratic would be any
better.

MER\.ryN I IISKETT is a fotmer Lecturer at
tlll Sclrool of ,4.frican arrrl Ot'ir:nlll Sttrdies,
England.

COURTESY: The Salisbura Reuiew.
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God and Violence

The essentiql messoge lhqt God is not on the side ol violence hqs lo be rubbed in,
not only wilh respecl to lslomic fundomentolism bul qlso with respect lo Christion

fqnoticism. We would beg our reoders lo believe lhot in essentiol terms the religious
words 'lslomic" ond 'Christiqn' ore oul of ploce in both these conlexls.

Throughout history, religion has
been a cause of violence and wars.
During most of the present century
such phenomena rvere considered
typical of the Middle Ages. The cru-
sades were a notable example : con-
sidered for nrany centuries as a laud-
able attempt to bring the Holy Land
back to Christendom they have been
re-interpreted by twentieth-century
historians as attempts by barbarians
to destroy an Islamic civilisation which
was more advanced and peaceful than
their own. Marxist historians have
added their own gloss: for them the
crusades wete an attempt to deal with
population pressures in western Eu-
rope and the troubling problems of
primogeniture in feudal society.
Saladin is now seen as the prince of
chivalry, while England's King Rich-
ard - a hero down the centulies - is an
archetypal product ofthe dark ages.

The extremes of historioglaphers
are usually false, and the truth gener-
ally settles down somewhere in the
middle. In the case of the crusaders,
there is little doubt that they were
murderers all. And the same will per-
haps be said in future ofthose engag-
ing in so-called religious wars in this
ill-fated second half of the twentieth
century.

Killing for Religion: freland

Islamic fundamentalism is seen
as one of the main sources of violence
in today's world. These adepts of the
Kolan are highly selective in their
apploach to Lheil orvn irc,l;, Lrook; and
many Nduslim scholars scorn their
claim that it justifies violent action.
But those who are afraid of the funda-
mentalists should not forget that the

AprilJnn 1994

archetype of religious violence in the
twentieth centuryconres from a Chris-
tian country. It is the so-called Rornan
Catholic cause in Northern Ireland.
This struggle is widely portrayed as
one between Catholics and Protes-
tants. It was started by the Catholics,
goes the story, but there is now a
Protestant backlash - so that in the
fir'st half of 1993 for the first time
since the outbreak ofthese latter-day
"troubles" nore people have been
killed by Protestant than Catholic gun-
men in this province of the United
Kingdom.

Yet this portrayal entirely begs
the question of whether gunmen of
any solt ean be described as Chris-
tians. The gunmen of Northern Ire-
land have been condemned in the
strongest possible terms by the Pope
in visits both to the United Kingdom
and the Republic of Ireland. The gov-
ernment in Dublin is as fielce in its
condemnation of the violence as that
in London, and President Mary
Robinson of lreland has made one of
the most eloquent of all appeals for
peace in Northern Ireland. Protes-
tant gunmen have been roundly con-
demned by the established hierarchy
in England by many senior religious
figures. The same may be said of
church leaders in Northern Ireland
itself- although, to their lastingsharne,
not always with entire sincelity.

Killing for Religion: Bosnia

Such pseudo-Christianity also
l,,ears llre blunL r.rf the blatne for tire
merciless war in Bosnia. The Serbian
aggressors often quite literally march
under the banner of Olthodox Chris-
tianity, and in this conflict a number

of senior religious figures have been
wheeled out from the backwoods to
bless the guns of aggression. Serbian
propaganda aimed at the countries of
western Europe has tried to portray
the Muslim population of Bosnia and
Herzegovina as the head of a funda-
mentalist arrowaimed at the heartof
Europe. This is an attractive view to
pe6ple traumatised by the rawside of
the Muslim faith, as shown in the
assassination of Anwar Sadat as a
reward for peacemaking, or the lra-
nian fatwa encouraging members of
the true faith to murder the British
writer, Salman Rushdie, and theoffer
of a reward for his death.

Those who know the Muslims of
folmer Yugoslavia and the Balkan
peninsula in general - includingAlba-
nia, Gleece and Macedonia - are aware
that these are some of the most secu-
lal religious conmunities ofthe whole
Islamic world. The media in western
Europe should insist on the fact that
any religious fanaticism there maybe
in the Bosnian war is on the so-called-
Chlistian side and not on that of the
Muslim communities. Genuine Chris-
tians the world over will hasten to
dissociate themselves entirely with
the rnonstrous acts ofrapine and tor-
ture which have been committed by
the Serbs and Croats,

The essential message that God
is not on the side of violence has to be
rubbed in, not only with respect to
Islamic fundamentalism but also with
respect to Christian fanaticism. We
woqld beg our readett to believe that.-
in essential terms the religious words '

'Islamic" and 'Christian' are out of
place in both these contexts.
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Killing for Religion: Lebanon

Continuing southward from
Northern Ireland through Bosnia to
the volatile Middle East we come to
similar phenomena. The savage reli-
gious wars ofLebanon have been be-
tween Maronite Christian fanatics on
the one hand and local and imported
Muslim fundamentalists on the other.
The vast majority of Christians and
Muslims in that country were inno-
cent onlookers and victims of a civil
war which was carried on in a spirit of
medieval savagery, inspired by and
indeed approaching that of the cru-
sades. Some of the worst acts of vio-
lence were committed by one'Chris-
tian'clan against the members of an-
other. And the worst of all was the
murder of hundreds of unarmed Pal-
estinian Muslims, mostly women and
children, by'Christian' militiamen in
the refugee camps of Sabra and
Chatila.

Killing for Religion : Israel

In Israel, the peacemaking ef-
forts which are nbw taking place are
opposed by so-called religious expelts
on both sides. These are people who
claim, with little enough evidence to
support them, that they own monopo-
lies of religious truth which are mys-
teriously hidden from the mass of
norr.rally religious Jews and Muslinrs,
Israelis and Arabs. As the peace effort
between secularists amongst Israelis
and Palestinians gets underway we
may expect acts of violence from both
these extremes. Jewish extremism has
been responsib le for the death of n.rany
Palestinians in the years since the
creation ofthe state oflsrael, but as it
has never been seen as a threat to the
heatt of western civilisation as has
Islamic fundamentalism it has gained
less nototiety. There is also a sense
that Jewish violence is justified into
the indefinite future by what hap-
pened in the holocaust - in which
Muslims '*'ere in no wav concelned.
This is a view encouraged b.y many
senior'fig3,rre-. on tl.re Tsraeli rieht-
wing who claim to have nothing in
common with violent extremism. One
of these is Rafael Eitan, formerly chief-
of-staff of the Israeli army, notably
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during the war in Lebanon. He has
now described the present peacemak-
ing as "an agleement with the gleat-
est murderer of Jews since Hitler".

Ending Killing in the Name of
Religion

The courage of Rabin and Peres
is in the true spirit of the founders of
Israel, men in the mould of Ben
Gurion, Weizmann and Dayan. Yet
successive Labour leaderc were pre-
vented from rnaking peace because of
pressure from the opposition Likud
and in particular its late leader,
Menachem Begin. But Begin himself
turned into a man of peace when he
took the helm of the Israeli govern-
ment. In spite of the "rivers of blood"
speech with which he greeted his elec-
tion, his was the first breakthrough to
theArab world - and Likud will never
again be as convincingas before Camp
David in the role of inveterate oppo-
nent ofthe peace process.

It was the Israeli army under
ordels from Prime Minister Begin
which first obeyed orders to eject Is-
raeli settlers from Egrptian Sinai,
and this will be remembered if and
when such action is necessary again.
Begin invariably called the Palestin-
ian West Bank Judaea and Samaria,
part ofgreater Israel, but his Govern-
ment never annexed it, thereby main-
taining open the options which are
being explored today. Many of the
settlers on the West Bank have been
experimenti ng with violence, and this
neans that the weapons which they
have been able to keep in their posses-
sion to defend themselves against the
Palestinians may one day be turned
against their own people. Some set-
tlels believe that defending their in-
terests against allcomers may be de-
fined as "doing God's work" - and in
spite of the fact that Rabin and Peres
were elected to offrce in democratic
elections less that a year ago they are
<lefined as 'traitors'by these circles.

I)overt.y Iiu els l.'undament.a lism

And so we conle to the other great
danger to the peace pl'ocess, I{amas.
This was originalll'set up as a benevo-

lcnt orga nisation to help indigent Pal- ,r;
estinians in the name of their reli-,1:ii
gion. Such is the case with most of the?*
fundarnentalist organisations amon-' i;
gst the Sunni Muslims. In Eglpt too, ,,
murders are being committed by dis''l:i
sident members ofthe still-legal Mus- ,l
lim Brotherhood, which claims to be '.i
essentia lly a provident society. In Pal-
estine as in Erypt, Hamas has gained .

adherents at the grass-roots of the l

population because it has been able to j

help in areas of life which no othei'i
fornr ofassistance has reached. There t

alq. many rich Palestinians in the ,
world, just as there are many rich ,'*
Eryptians, but none of these riches
have ever seeped down to the poor t

inhabitants of the refugee camps or ,i
the poverty-stricken inhabitants of 

'
GazaCiLy. This is why the determina-;.;g
tion of the fundamentalists to *reck 

"1the peace agreement can be foiled'$
only if something drarnatic is done to ;il
better the lot of poor Palestinians in i'l
the shortest posiible time. Change.!{
usually needs months if notyears, but jr3

euphoria melts away after days ori.i
,weeks. ti

The Rise of lfamas 
,' i;

The great change in the nature ofl fi
Hamas took place on December 9, )

1987, the date nowseen as the begin-
ning of the Intifada - the latest stage :

of the Palestinian armed struggle. :

This was at first welcomed byArafat's {
Palestine Liberation Organisation.'j
But enthusiasm soon cooled when it id
became clear that most of the credit -,l
for its apparent success in seriously 3
shaking the overweening confidence
of the Israelis was going not to the l
PLO, but to the Islamic fundamental-
ist Hamas. Now that the PLO has .'j

offrcially appealed to the Palestinians ::

throughout the occupied territories to ?

bring their campaign of violence to a ,*i

halt, those who believe that the Dec' ld

laration ofPrinciples is a sell-outhave
no place of refuge other than Hamas.

If it is to succeed, any peace Pro-
r..,ss hRF to hecotrte a hnndr.r'agon.ITn'
less all the forces involved in it decide
to climb on board, it is condemned to +

failure. Although Hamas has caused 
,

ripples of fear throughout the society 1'

-r{j,l'n:r;i 11.-' \8.-'. rr
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of Islael, it should not be folgotten
that - as in the case of I\4au IMau in
Kenya - most of its own victims have
been anongst its own people. Trials
are not held, and those merely sus-
pected oftreason a re mercilessly killed.
No fewer that 900 Palestinians have
been murdeled by Flamas since the
Intifada started in 1987.

It is only now that Hatnas has
finally broken with the PLO. Although
a temporary truce was called in the
Gaza strip so that the Palestinians
there could watch the signing cer-
emony in Washington, no figure in
Hanas has shown any sign of being
prepaled to accept the peace process

. in any shape or form. Since it stalted
its campaign of violence, its leaders
have asserted that the old objective of
driving Israel into the sea should re-
main valid for ever and that there is
no point in talking about any solution
to the Palestine problem which does
not involve immediate recovery of the
whole land they designate as theirs.

Saving the Peace Pr.ocess

Hamas is a rnover.nent based on
religious fanaticisrn. But enough has
been rvritten here to show that it is by
no means the only such movernent,
either in the l\{liddle East or in other'
parts of the world, to be based on the
inherently contrary elements of reli-
gion and violent hatred. And by no
rneans all of these movements are
Islamic in origin.

In the weeks and months to corne,
attempts will certainly be niade by
fanatics on both sides to subvert, the
peace process between the Israelis
and the PLO. Murders and other acts
of violence may well be cornmitled
with the sole airn of preventing the
bandwagon of peace which is pro-
pelled by better men and women and
better organisations.

Thele must be abidi ngconscious-
ness of the fact that one human life
has the same value as another. The
men of violence on both sides of the

. . . .1 i.',I';r *..d!WEm
. . 

ir,;i

,*,all of hatred are convinced that the li
lives of their enenries are less valu- ..i
able tha n the ir.own. This is the essen- ''j
tial difference between those who ":
favour peace and those who are against Ll

it. One of the greatest contributions i]
u'hich the media ca n play in the peace ,,3

process is by unceasingly emphasising :
this factor of the equality of human
life.

-:,
COtJRTESY: Srt'iss Przss lieuiero

ONE NAME THAT ECHOES
FAR BEYOND THE HILLS OF

KODAGU, HASSAN AND CHIKMAGALLUR

CONSOLIDATED COFFEE LIMITED
Pollibetta 57 1 215, Kodagu

CONSOLIDATED COFFEE
ea#rp Qaatnw aa/ eun'a

Cansolidated Coffee
The u,lw spreads, daybl day.

methods. Consolidated Coffee are also the
largest curers in the country handling
more than 15% of the country's Coffee
production.

In Consolidated Coffee, you have a
C,ompany that's been rapidly scaling the
peaks of Indian Coffee care and
cultivation, and whose name now echoes
wen beyond.

talioL b,^rci

That is right. Consolidated Coffee,
the country's premier Coffee Plantation
Oompany, has a sterling reputation brewed
from over 50 years of consolidated
experience in India's Coffee world.

The Company's plantations comprise
over 13,000 acres of Coffee (interplanted
with Pepper, Cardamom and Oranges) and
Tea, all availing of the best cultivation
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, The Nigerian Crisis ',!

!

Shonli Sodiq Ali

Primorily, most Nigerions ore concerned with lhe decline ol the economy,
Generol Bobongidq hos presided over o country thot hos been pouperised through
groft, mismonogement ond the obsence of polilicol occounlobility. Despite its greot

ogriculturol polenliol, Nigerio is o lorge net importer of food, ond olthough it produces
more thon holf the oil in Sub-Sohqron Africo, the country suflers from fuel shorloges.

On August 26, 1993 Genetal
Ibrahim Babangida, Nigeria's mili-
tary ruler since 1985, relinquished
power.

General Babangida hoped forcon-
tinued dominance, but apparently
abandoned plans to instal himself af
the head of an "interim government"
because his service chiefs are said to
have threatened open rebellion if he
insisted on clinging to power. They
said he had discredited the armed
forces by reneging on a pledge to re-
turn Africa's most populous nation to
democracy. His decision to annul the
June Presidential poll, they charged,
was responsible for plunging Nigeria
into the worst political crisis since the
1967-70 Biafran war.

Political Issues

The new constitution which, we
are told, is modelled on the libelal
1979 one, is still not operative. How-
ever, the sections of the suspended
constitution, which deal with funda-
mental rights, are intact and
unaltered. But this did not prevent
the Government from annulling the
Presidential elections held on June
12, 1993 on the claim that the ballot
was rigged, although international
obsen'ers vouched that they rvele
lalgely fi'ee and fair.

This was rather surprisir-rg
lns3 r1-o I'otI t h" 5],rr. i.,rr:, I ,';,ill, I i: ; r;

Convention (NRC), led by lt{r'. Alhaj
Bashir Tofa and the Socia I Dernoclrrt ic
Party (SDP) of Chief MoshoodAbiola,
a Yoruba businessman, were actually

Altri!=l rtru: I!t91

creations of the military regime, with
their manifestos "issued like equip-
ment"! The Lagos-based Campaign
for Democracy said the final tally
showed Mr. Abiola winning 19 of the' 30 states. He had exceeded by eight
states the requirement that the winner
get atleast one third ofthe votes in at
least 20 states. Meanwhile, the
Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives and the Senate President
issued a joint statement demanding
the election results be released. But
Babangida refused to recognize the
legitirnacy of the winner of the June
Presidential election. Abandoning the
plan to instal himself at the head ofan
"interim government", he named
instead Chief Ernest Shonekan, to
head the outgoing administration.

All members ofthe Interim Coun-
cil have been nominated. The new
Council is described as interim but no
one is sure when it will be wound up.
It is expected to prepare for fresh
elections in 1994, in which, it is
thought, General Babangida will run.
As T lre T inre s (London) of 28.9. 93 com-
rnented, "Mr. Shoneka n's govelnment
may appear largely civilian but it is a
marionette in the hands of the mili-
tary".

Though Mr. Shonekan oldered
the imrnediate release of pro-
denroctac.y leadels detained in eally
July and theeditors of Neusmagazine
or.,l ., ,', ,'..1.,"r ^f 'f ll'.'.,.,.,-i'..,, t,. r, rr..,b,r,.r'ri

det.ained o'u'el stolies critical of the
annulrnent of the June polls, pro-
denroclacy strikes have continued to
palalt'se Lagos, the country's com-

mercial capital. The latest in the plo-
democracy movement has been the
hijacking of a plane.

Ethnic Factors

Thus, as anarchy looms and in- .:

vestor confidence plumnrets, Nigeria 
.,.i

is on the brink of a serious crisis. i
Nigeria is a case, alongwith many .,

other African states, where civilians :l
have failed and the army has not
succeeded either, representing as it
does the same elitist interests inspite
of its radical rhetolic. The problem is
compounded by the heterogeneity of -.:
the state and different religions. Thus :,ii

the conceptofan independent nation- i
hood subsuming tribal divisions isyet
to strike root.

The main ethnic gloups are the
Igbo (in the east), the Yoruba (in the
west) and the Hausa and Fulani (in
the north). The Hausa and Fulani are
often grouped together because the
Fulani adoptcd the Hausa language
and culture and inter-married with
them. This ethnic S'oup is the largest
and nost politically powelful. There
ale about 248 identifiable groups. Ac-
cording to Larry Diamond ("Class
Ethnicity and Democracy in Nigeria;
the l'ailure of the First Republic
(1988)"), the Edo, Hausa-Fulani,..-
Ibibio, Igbo, lknuri, Nape, Tiv and""',,,

Yoruba constittrte Rlnrost 80 percent
ol Nigeria's 88.5 nrillion population.
'l'!.^ tir).o/\n 

^^,,,. 
i.-. ,"h^ or.'ri.,' j..r=t

1,048 l<nr., are being subjected to the
most horrendous experiences because
the.y live on oil-bealing land and are a

minoritv.
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In a way, yes. ln a way, no. There's nothing

paper-tigerish about us in our unbiased views,
our fearless news coverage and editorial policy.

But paper is our business and we have that
strength and drive associated with tigers in
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, Religious Tensions
,'

Under Babangida, Nigeria has
been rocked by Muslim/Christian dis-
turbances in the North, which, in
effect, is a colonial legacy as the British
ruled Nigeria as two countries. In the
South, Western education and religion
were vigorously promoted and English
employed as the language of admin-
istration. By contrast, the British
administered the North through the
Hausa language and sought to
preserwe the region's sqcial structure
and institutions, effectively sealing
off the North, especially the muslim
emirates, from western influence,
even in the person of Southern

' Nigerians. Those Southerners who
migrated to the North were forced to
live in segregated housing and to
educate their children in separate
schools and were prevented from
acquiring free hold title to land. The

: Northerners were taught to regard
the Southerners as 'pagans' and

.'infidels'. Thisseparateadministration
hindered the development of a
national identity. It was not sur-
prising, therefore, that when nat-
ionalism began to develop in Nigeria,
it largely took the form of separate
ethnic nationalism.

In 1991 violence erupted in the
, northern state of Katsina in protest
, , against the publication of an article
' which was considered blasphemous.
. That year at least 130 people were

killed in riots between Christians and
Muslims in the northern state of
Bauchi. In October 1991 more than
300 people were killed in clashes
between Muslims (Hausa ethnic

, group) and Christians, which were
suppressed by the army. On May 16,
1992 atZangon Katafin Kaduna state,
a group of Muslim youth vandalised
the fields of Christian farmers of the
Kataf tribe, who were poorer and more
numerous than the Hausa-Fulani
merchants in the town. Disa greement
between the Hausa and Katafs over
land ownership dates back to a
century. The Kataf responded with
ferocity. Within three days 1,000
people had been killed mainly Hausa-
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Fulani. The surviving Muslim popu-
lation of20,000 fled to refugee camps.
Their plight prompted more violence
in other towns and villages, which
took on a more overtly religious -
rather than ethnic tone. A state of
emergency was declared. On February
1, 1 993 Major General Zamani I-ekwot,
a Roman Catholic, was condemned to
be hanged, alongwith fifteen others
for their supposed participation in
ethnic/religious riots in Kaduna state.
On March 3, Human Rights Groups
obtained an injunction preventing his
execution. Whatever the decision it
will inflame the situation. Already
the Christian fundamentalists are
bent on ending Hausa-Fulani muslim
domination.

Ethnic Tensions

In late 1991, ethnic conflicts
erupted inthe easternstate ofTaruba,
as a result of a long standing dispute
between the Tiv and Jukin ethnic
group. The conflict continued in sub-
sequent months and by March 1992
between 2,000 to 5,000 people wer€
reported to have been killed.

The Ogonis, who live in the River
state in southern Nigeria are a distinct
ethnic group. Under the leadership of
Ken Saro-Wiwa, Chairperson of the
Movement for the survival of the Ogoni
People, (MOSOP): a non violent
struggle has been going on since
January, 1993 against the envi-
ronmental degradation of their
homeland, one of the most densely
populated areas in Nigeria, by Shell
and Chevron in partnership with the
Nigerian Government.

This once fertile land is totally
polluted and has become a wasteland.
To quote MOSOP: "The atmosphere is
charged with hydrocarbons, carbon
monoxide, and carbon dioxide. There
are fivegas flames thatburn 24houls,
the noise at night is incredible. The
traditional farming and fishing
econonry has been destroyed. The
people have no piped water, no elec-
tricity. Moreover, the oil-based eco-
nomy does not employ the Ogoni
people."

The other grievances of the 'j
Ogonis is that while people in Borno,
the arid part of the country, have free
education from primary to tertiary
level based on oil money, the Ogonis
cannot go even to primary school be-
cause the local council cannot pay the
teachers. Ogoni's language and cul-
ture face extinction. The people have
no control over their own affairs and
are not represented in the govern-
ment. The Ogoni nation is largely
under-developed, although it ploduces
a sizeable percentage of Nigeria's
wealth.

The Babangida regime, in an
attempt to relieve ethnic tension, cre-
ated nine new states and three were
renamed, increasing the size of the
Federation to 30 states. The Northern
region, whose inhabitants are mainly
muslims, contains about half of
Nigeria's total population and more
than three quarterE of its physical
temitory.

Economic Malaise

Primarily, most Nigerians are
concerned with the decline of the
economy, General Babangida has
presided over a country that has been
pauperised through graft, mis-
management and the absence of
political accountability. Despite its
great agricultural potential, Nigeria
is a large net importer of food, and
although it produces more than half
the oil in Sub-Saharan Africa, the
country suffers from fuel shortages.
The rampant overspending of the
federal budget has plunged Nigeria
into the World Bank's lower income
bracket - per capita income of around
$290 a year compared to $1,000 ten
years ago.

General Babangida handed
formal control of the Government to a
32-member I nterim Federal Executive
Council headed by Ernest Shonekan,
while General Sam Abacha, his
'Sancho Panza' in the 1985 coup d'etat
is deputy head of Government.

A reshuflle at the head of Nigeria's
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armed forces strengthened the
position of General Sam Abache as
Defence Minister. He comes from the
northern city of Kanoj, and swept
aside allies of the former President
Babangida as pressure built up on the
interim Governnrent to settle the dis-
pute with Moshood Abiola, who had
now returned to the country; and also
assert its independence from the
Babangida regime.

Meanwhile Shonekan resigned
as head ofState and was replaced by
Gen. Sam Abacha. All institutions
were dissolved, includingall local gov-
ernment councils. General Abache, in
his maiden speech, pleaded: "This
Government is a child of necessity
with a strong .determination to re-
store peace and stability to our coun-
try and, on this foundation enthrone a
lasting and true democracy. Give us
the chance to solve our problems in

our own way." On November 30th the
country witnessed the forrnal restora-
tion of the 1979 Constitution, which
the opposition had been calling for.

General Abacha strengthened his
position as Nigeria's new Head of State
at the end of November by purging
arn'ry offrcers loyal to General Baban-
gida. He also formed a 33-Member
civilian cabinet which balances tribal
loyalists and inclirdes several
supporters ofMoshood Abiola. He has
promised elections to a Constitutional
Conference in early 1994, probably
March, throwing his opponents into
confusion over whether this is a
genuine opportunity to resolve the
recurring political crisis or a bait to
gain their collaboration. The
Guardian Lon.don., commenting on
their scepticism wrote on 4th
December: '"They eye Zaire, where
President Mobutu Sesa Seko has tied

a similar conference in knots in a;
successful effort to neutralise oppo:.
nents and retain power.t' The
Campaign for Democracy has already'
rejected the conference as an attempt
to rubber stamp the military's
"unpopular agenda".

There is a glimmer of hop6 in
Britain's announcement in the House
of Commons in December that the
European Union (EU) will tighten
sanctions against the new military
Governrnent in a bid to compel it to
give democracy a chance. The-USA, as
a country alongwith Britain, which
has large stakes in Nigeria, should
also join in pressurising Nigeria to
take the civilian road.

MS. SHANTI SADIQALI is President of the';
African Studies Societyof India, New Delhi.
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Nigeria : The Plague of Corruption
When Nigerio ottoined independence on October I, 1960, it wos in the spirit of the greotest

optimism. The government hod been democroticolly elected. This would be the country
which would show the world thot block Africo wos os copoble of self-government os ony other

port of the world. Democrotic inslitutions hod been set up by lhe deporting British. All the
Nigerions hod to do wos lo use them.
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Colonialisrn bore the seeds of its
own destruction. It did not accord with
the spirit of the mid-20th century to
state that one country had the right to
rule another. Many of the premises
upon whichcolonialrulewas basedwere
akin to racism. Many people in the so-
called European mother countries genu-
inely thought that white people were
superior to black people.

Educated Europeans today are
largely free of the dangerous racial illu-
sion. They do not believe that they are
better than others. They know that
people ofall races, colours and nation-
alities have equal value as individuals.
Yet we are still faced with the great
problem of why African countries, as
well as many other countries in the
world, do not seem capable of building
up the type of institution which will
bring good government under the nrle
of law to their peoples.

Early African Dictators

Europeans retreated from Africa
in the early 1960s in disarray. They
were obeying the spirit of the times, and
ofcourse there was no alternative. But
they should not later have been so con-
science-stricken about what they had
done. They were accused of being domi-
neering '^xploiters. But these accLlsa-
tions were levelled at them by African
politicians tainted with communism.
Kwame Nkrumah, Sekou Toure and
their ilk looked to Moscow for help - but
for help in what? In exercising dictator-
ship in their countries which were infi-
nit.ely urore repressive than anylhitrg
which had existed under British or
French rule.

It was to the credit of successive
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Nigerian politicians that they never
took the easy road to Moscow. They
never - except under the most receut
incumbent of the messiah's throne -

exercised abs olute dictatorsh ip. N igeria
had different problems. Its politicians.
had to deal with the huge problems of
tribalism. Many of the politicians who
had been groomed in the British stable
of democracy were from the south of the
country, in which colonial power had
been concentrated. But the Muslims of
the north were more numerous than
the southerners, and {vheu they came
into their own they could claim that it
was the British themselves who had
told them that the majority should rule.
The first president was from the south,
an Ibo from Eastern Nigreria, the skilful
though mild Dr. Nnarndi Azikiwe - Zik
to Nigerians, fi'iend and foe alike - and
of the latter he had few.

Monuments to Corruption

Moscow-oriented African poli-
ticians were both politically and
financially corrupt. But this did'not
mean that the others were not money-
glabbers. Although they wanted no
truck with communism, Nigeria's poli-
ticians becanre huge monuments of
corruption. Successive ministers of fin-
ance, not to speak ofother government
members, simply looted the nation's
fi nahcia I resources. Successive m ilitary
regimes stepped in with the stated
objective ofrootingout corruption. When
they thought they had succeeded, they
would hand power back to civilians,l-rut
newones. This actually happened rnore
tltatt ottcc, but the nr.,r' civilinrr rulrl'.--
turued out to bejust as corrupt as the
old ones. So the nr ilitary took over again.

This jtrst about sunrs up the post-

colonial history of Nigeria - until the
urost recent past. The military govern-
urent of Ibrahim Babangida - for many
months past opposed by the heads ofall
past military governments, as well as
most other Nigerians - was different in
that it became as corrupt as the civilian
admiuistration that it replaced. This is
why,'When the time came to go, it did
not hand over to a man elected by the
people, but to a nominated civilian who
wottld still be answerable to the mili-
tary. The new government would no
doubt be able to hang on to power until
the,former rulers had effectively hid-
den or otherwise disposed of their ill-
gotten gains.

Destroyers of a Great Dream

These are ofcourse strong words.
But perhaps there are no words strong
enough to describe those who destroyed
what was, after all, a great African
drearn. A spokesman of the trades
unions, which did so much to bring
about independence, was recently
quoted by Time magazine as saying :

"Tl're colonialists did not do as much
danrage to the national psyche as
Babangida has done".

The immediate answerto Nigneria's
problems is ofcourse a return to democ-
racy. But then corruption will haie to
be rooted out if democracy - and the "

cottntry - is to survive, This has become
a genuine matter of survival - and it is
difhcult to see how it can be done. But
orre thing is clear' : the initiative has to
be taken from the top and nowhere else.

COUITTESY: Srriss Press lSeuierr
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WOMEN WRITING IN INDIA,
VOL.II - TIIE TWENTIETH CEN-
TURY edited by Susie Tharu and
K. Lalitha; Oxford University
Press, Delhi; 1993; pp.642; Rs.500.

Reviewed by
R. Srinivoson

Volume lI of Women Writing in
In.dia completes a major publishing
venture ofthe decade - that ofcollect-
ing the entire significant corpus of
women writing and recollecting their
position from the very beginning to
our own days. It is not only feminist
writing but women's writing as well.
It contains translations from writings
in the various Indian languages and
none of us can ignore this - for this
concerns about halfofour people.

The book is in two parts. The first
is the introduction - placing the
extracts in a political and sociological
context and helping us evaluate and
understand the writinp better. It will
interest more the student of literary
criticism and the social scientist than
the common reader. Three distinct
stages are seen in modern India which
were to profoundly affect Indian
women - the 19th century reform
movement beginning with the efforts
of Ram Mohun Roy; the national
struggle which again deeply churned

all aspects of social life; and the third
movement starting from the 1970s.
The last brought into the arena a con-
scious, questioning generation of edu-
cated women who, with confidence
and courage, began an era ofprotest.
It was in this period that organi-
zations for furthering the cause of
women began to work togethet focus-
sing upon the continuing exploitation
oftheir sex.

Though women participated in
the national movement, it has to be
accepted that even by the seventies,
the benefi ts ofdevelopment, educatio n
and health continued to be unequally
distributed and women, particularly
of the lower orders, gained little of the
rights and opportunities that they
were entitled to.

Even at the height of the nation-
alist struggle, the battles waged by
the tribals, workers and landless peas-
ants were transformed and used for
furthering "ma instream nationa lism"
acceptable to the then leadership. And
to the elite, by and large, women had
to be in a supplementary position
rather than of equality with men.

The reader who is not familiar
with the writings on the national
movement and feminist debate would
perhaps find the stories and poems
themselves of absorbing interest and
wou.ld do well to go to them directly.
After savouring these, he could turn
to the introductions and confirm or
modify his conclusions. Since it would
be diflicult for one to grasp at one go

the entire corpus from about a dozen
languages and regional structures,
the reviewer confined himself to the
Southern region (the Dravidian), the
Bengali and Marathi sections.

In the conrplex social realily tir.rt.
India is, different regional groups re-
sponded in varying measures to the
problem of women's liberation. What
maybe true of the deep South may not

be true ofBengal or ofthe Punjab. For
instance, we find the extracts frottr
South India individualist and family'
centered while the Marathi and Ben-
gali readings indicate a deeper in-
volvement in social issues and social
protest as well. These dimensions are
not present to an equal degree in the
Southern section.

The editors have, at the outset,
mentioned that they have not included
Dalit writings and understandably
so, for this came into its own much
later agd are still in the making. There
are, however, two autobioglaphical
accounts, one of them reconstructed
from an oral presentation. Thistanta-
lisingly briefand singular piece makes
us yearn for more. The one serwice
that the editors could do is to per-
suade groups in different parts ofthe
country to collect orally the autobio-
graphical accounts of aging women,
which surely will open up an age that
we have lost irretrievably. This auto-
biog'aphical accountnarrates the ini-
tial helplessness, the sense ofdefeat-
ism in the face of the ruthless, exploit-
ing gang of oppressors but only to
bloom into defiance and the wagingof
a war against the tyrants. The grit,
determination, the physical torture,
yet the unfailing courage and deter-
mination to fight raises it to a great
document of the humanspirit, inspite
of an almost abandoned hope for a
better order ofthings.
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While a woman who is unlet-
tered and at the lowest depths of soci'
ety fights her better-to-do sisters in
the upper levels, she finds it diffrcult
and chooses to come to terms with a

near oppressive social reality where
hierarchy, male dominance and con-
tinued insensitiveness to the sensi-
bilities of the other is documented in
nalration after nalration all thlough
the extracts. Whether high or low,
women have it out on them all the
time, even when theY are earning
well.
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As a film star, Hamsa Wadekar
supports the family but they regard
her as a money churning machine.
Even her husband fiorces on her his
will and compels her to terminate her
pregnancies, and unconcerned, sells
her jewels - even the little bagattelle
thatshe holds most dearly and against
her repeated importunities. If this
can happen to one who is economi-
cally better off, what of the lot of the
poor dalit?

Chaya Da tar, a social worker a nd
an activist who obviously has a sense
of independence fi nds herself reca lled
from her assignment among the triba ls
just when she feels deeply a sense of
fulfilment and individuality and is at
peace with herself. Her lot is psycho-
logically only slightly better than the
wletched people whom she has come

, to serve.

What is disheartening is that the
women themselves become a party to
the exploitation, particularly when
they are in a position ofadvantage. In
a few cases, the elders when they are
r6/omen do see the point of view of the
younger girl. Even then they are able
to do little to give them succour. Most
women who are unable to protest,
pocket their resentment and become
victims. Young girls are married off
even when they do not know what
maniage is, and are sent back home
for the poor dowr;r they bring with
them. In some cases the worst enemies
of married women are their husbands
who either do little to protect their
wives from rape, if not physically, at
least by actions that would have
comforted the victim and by words
that would have soothed and streng-

i thened them to meet the challenge. In
'' thesearingstorybyAnupamaNiran-

jana, the deeply wronged wife walks

: away'

Many stories record the indiffer-
ence of husbands to their wives not
because of the constraints of fanrilv
life, but because of their insensitive-
ness. Even two decades of rnarried life
do not make for a s'ense of equality

.. and comradeship - and this in the case
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of a wife who is well employed and has
economic independence.

The loneliness of young girls
imprisoned in matrimony with no
means to open theirhearts is portrayed
feelingly. Marriage for many women
brings no relief but only accentuates
their loneliness, heightened by the
incapacity of the spouse to s;rmpa-
thetically respond to the woman.

Mahesweta Devi and Sulekha
Sanyal narrate another world of the
exploited. In the Mahasweta piece the
mockery that development admini-
stration or relief is, is narrated in a
gripping manner. The most wretched
of the eai'th assert themselves and
their helpless predicament against a
district official, hurniliate him, and
reduce him to helplessness for a brief
while. There is an unforgettable evo-
cation of their world offable and myth
so different from the "civilised" world
of the elite. Sulekha Sanyal's pages
record the defiance of a generation
against the social mores of an earlier
entrenched hierarchy, the travails of
girls impatient of the senseless
trammels that oppress and humiliate
them - even denying them a rightful
share of food as children. This is again
recaptured in the account of Baby
Kamli. But not a Il of these are sornble
for there is a hilarious account by
Naveneetha Sen ofa cat, caught up in
an inaccessible cornice and rescued
by the fire brigade.

These stories written during the
past three decades record how little
things have changed for the women of
the middle classes.

Recent decades have seen many
writers turning to the writing of verse
which, though brief, capture unfor-
gettably their lonely predicament. A
young person thinks of Akka
Mahadevi who was not only a saint
but who tole off the traurmels that
tt'ird to stifle all lnd u'alked alonc 1,,

find her sah'ation. The kitchen which
is regarded as the exclusive domain of
the woman inrprisons her and turns
her very limbs into spatulas.

which explore theprison ofthe bodyof t:-l
loneliness, the process of aging, the '"_

sense of anguish of the defiant female -t*
human body and of eve revolting. ij

rtH

While womenwill doubtless read *$

this, it would benefit the male to :i3

carefully study the volume and try to ili
understand the problems ofthe second ,l
sex. This has to begin at home and,itlt

Bengali and Marathi. The poems are-.i
t{individual sensitive experimentslii$

neighbourhood and the volume would
do a great deal to open up windows i
and allow much needed fresh air to.-;
waft in and blow off the dust and
cobwebs of superstition, superci-.;
liousness and dominince.

DR R SRINwASAN ls retiredprofessor of .1

politics, Bombay Urrlver:slty and editon.:,
Frcedom First.

CASTE, RELIGION AND COUN.
TRY : A VIEW OF ANCIENT AND
MEDIEVAL INDIA by S. V. Desika
Char; Orient Longman, New
Delhi; 1993; pp.2l-r8; Rs.l25.

Wherever she goes, she has,.ii
helplessly experience the staringei
ogling of mentally lecherous men
she has to learn to cope with this by.i
defying them. Similarly, the poems in;i;

Reviewed by
Podmo Srinivoson

In a cou ntry rocked by communal
riots off and on in the past, much
more ludely in recent times' the above
book is a 'macro'journey through the
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'micro' lanes of caste and religion to
understand their strength and short-
comings arid their role in shaping
India to-day.

The theme of 'Caste, Religion and
Coun.tty'is far more complex but the
distinguished author handles them
with competence and authority. He
has analysed the maincha racteristics
of the Hindu approach to life and its
manifestations in different aspects like
eclecticism, religion, castes, sects,
political and economic spheres. His
writing may not be exciting but shows
great involvement, painstaking re-
search and insight. Above all, it is
thought provoking.

Mr. S.V.Desika Char traces the
origin of castes and sects, the indi-
geneous religious and socio-cultural
heritage of the country. He proves
with authentic examples that no pro-
fession was an exclusive domain of
any particular caste though there were
vocational caste gtoups. It was not
detrimental either to the economic
progress or political set up and unity
during pre or modern times.

He traverses through the period
to make his convictions loud and clear
that if the country was to follow the
balanced view of the Vedic Aryans,
the Hindus might have ushered in a
Renaissance much earlier. It was the
foreigl invasions and centuries of
alien rule that hindered the progtess
of Hindu society. He is especially criti-
cal of Muslirn rule and the subsequent
loss ofthe heritage ofthe Hindus. The
Ilindus did not firght the enemy as
;heir fighting qualities were stunted
:r rrd blunted since the uedic agesby a
tolerant religion.

Even when numerous temples
were either desecrated or destroyed
by Muslim fanatics, the Hindus did
not letaliate. The loss of political
power and constant attacks on
cherisired inslitutions of the Ilrtrdus
resulted in their seclusion an,
aloofness. He also laments the lack of
development of healthy cross-
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fertilization between the Hindu and
Islamic traditions which would have
done wonders for this country! The
Muslim invaders who formed the
ruling community, the Ashrafs
remained aloof and did not mingle
even with the natives converted to
Islam. Their rule was not broad-
based as their source of power was
political and military and not the
people at large. In fact, this was the
chief cause for the decline of Muslim
rule. The author is equally critical of
the Marathas and their failure to
accommodate other Hindu rulers as
well as Muslim rulers in their fight
against the British and which ulti-
mately led to their decline.

There are a number of avoidable
repetitions. For instance, the same
reference is made twice on page num-
bers 133 and 141 and footnoted as
number 38 and 61 respectively in the
same chapter. Mr. Desika Char moves
forward and backward rather than
narrating chronologically or themati-
cally. Above all, the periodization in
history is either overlooked or over-
stepped by the authoras he deals with
periods ancient and medieval. At
many places, the distinction between
medieval and modern is blurred and
mixed up. Hence the latter part of the
title does Iook a bit out of place. As he
himself admits, there are'many dark
cornens'in his work that need to be
proved further. Despite these short-
comings, this book will be a valuable
addition for a good library.

DR. PADMA SRINMSAN, is Lecturer in
Ilistory at the V, P. M. College, Thane,
Maharashtra.

Reviewed by
S. S. Bonkeshwor

This book, a collection of essays
by eminent specialists in different
fields,' analyses India's foreign policy
and stresses the need for its drastic
re-examination and revision in view
of the ever-changing global scenario,
without compromising our national
and regional interests.

These specialists' have rightly
questioned the validity of our defence
perspectives and argued that India's
defence preparedness in terms ofavail-
ability of conventional and nuclear
weapons capabilities is wholly inad-
equate and also a huge drain on our
national resources. They have pleaded
for a streamlined and cost-effective
foreign and defense policy to meet
possible threats from different quar'
ters. They have called for a realistic
appreciation of threats and re-exami-
nation of our policy options.

This publication deserves careful
study by all those who are concerned
about India's present foreign and
<ieience policres rn a unipoiar wolld
whele the policy of non-alignment
has become irrelevant. After the IInd
World War, most other wars have

FUTURE IMPERILLED. INDIA'S -.,',?

SECURITY IN TIIE 1990s AND 1,$

BEYOND; edited by Bharat .,ff
Karnad; Viking Penguin India, AENew Delhi; 1994; pp.258; Rs.lgb. lFffiff

'.r!s
-,,f,

''fl

fl
#''ts

, ,.S

I,'reedont tr'irsl 43



:ti.'.*r$:i
.r..i ' .

. 
-i:,.a

been between non-aligned countries.
Naturally, other non-aligned countries
remained non-aligned when one non-
aligned country was attacked by
another non-aligned country! Before
the Soviet empire collapsed, non-
aligned countries were divided into
two camps : onesupportingthe Soviet
Union, and the other the United
States.

Karnad fears that the collapse of
the Soviet empire may pave the way
for a regression to mercantilism, ata-
vistic nationalism, religious conflicts
anda series of'superhot' wars because
of the availability of state of the art
weapons based on advanced tech-
nolory. Driven by paranoia, rival
trade blocs may feel compelled to
pursue their economic interests,
igniting expansionist and militaristic
adventures.

What is most explosive about the
emerging situation is that the power
to annihilate the enemy with nuclear
weapons and to be wiped out in turn
may be available for the asking to any
country willing to acquire the lethal
technolory for a price. According to
Karnad, the prospects for interna-
tional peace and tranquility are very
bleak.

Rikhye, Pushpinder Singh, I(
Subramanyam and Bharat Karnad
contend that China, being both the
main enemy and the chief national
security threat to India in the fore-
seeable future, needs our country's
immediate attention. The multiple
dangers to the sovereignty of South
Asian countries, in the long run, can
only be tackled if India and Pakistan'
behave as a single unit. It is a neces-
sary stratery that cannot be avoided'
warns Karnad. He stresses the need
to convince Pakistan to join India in
guarding the South Asian frontiels
for nlutual benefit.

Ayub Khan of Pakistan was lhe
only realistic Pakistani statesman
who had similar defence perspectives
regarding the need to protect our sub-
continent against imperialist China

and had suggested a military alliance
between India and Pakistan. Minoo
Masani was the only Indian statesman
who had then supported Ayub's plea
for an Indo-Pak military alliance to
defend the sovereignty of oupsub-
continent. Pandit Nehru, however,
contemptuous ly rejected Ayub's offer
and asked : Alliance against whom ?

China answered this question in 1962
when India suffered a humiliatingde-
feat at the hands of the Chinese
communist army.

We are today paying the price for
Nehru's folly. Now, considering
Pakistan's intense and pathological
hatred for India, it is indeed most
unrealistic to expect Pakistan to agree
to anyjoint stratery to safeguard the
interests of our sub-continent a ga inst
China, however desirable it may be,
especially when China and Pakistan
are close friends backed by the United
States.

India has now unfortunately
recognised Tibet as a palt of China.
Does Karnad suggest that India
should fight for the liberation ofTibet
from China, incur China's wlath and
risk yet another war when we are
already facing a grave threat from
Pakistan backed by all Islamic coun-
tries?

India should have stood by Tibet
when it was annexed by China. The
United States would have helped In-
dia as China and the Soviet Union
were her bitter enemies at that point
of time. Had India liberated Tibet
then with the help of the United
States, there would havebeen no Sino-
Indian conflict in 1962. We are now
payinga heavy price for Nehru's blun-
der over Tibet.

Sir Olaf Caroe who, in his various
capacities in India's pre-partition
Foreign Office, had sought desperately
to keep China out by getting a pre-
emptive hold of' Tibet has thrown
Iight on the Chinese logic ofstretching
their domain. "Like Tsarist Russia,
Imperial China was always expan-
sionist as opportunity offered and

strength allowed. That tradition holds.,',
in Communist China is proved by the ,':
absorption of Tibet" he wrote in a',
letter to Th,e Times (t ondon) of 4th :
November, 1954. The loss to India ofa '::

neutral Tibet was, he said, not only in n,

terms of the remarkably low cost ''
defence in the north east, built on the i
gigantic ramparts of the Himalayas, ',
manned by a friendly Nepal, Sikkim .i'

and Bhutan, but also of peacg with .l
China. :i{

. ,i:t

I quite agree with Karn.d'",$
conclusion that only an India-ASEAN-, $
Vietnam defence scheme can meet,.!
the joint Chinese-Islamic funda-,''1,
mentalist (Pa kistan included) menace.l',.,t

But, how does this square *ith=,9
Karnad's earlier plea for an Indo-Fakffi
defence scheme against the Chineseff
menace? tq
'General Khalid Mahamud Arif, former Vice-.,gii
Chief of Alrny Staff, Pakistan Army *
K.P.S. GiU, Director-Generalof Police, Punjab. .^$

Vice-Admiral K.K Nayyar(Retd.) i;$
l,arry Pressler', Republican Senator, U.S. Sen- 'f
ate and author of the Pressler Arnendmenttothe:-fr
Foreign Aid Ac,. '.'$
Ravi Rikhye, well-known commentator oo Io-'J$
dian Defence issues. 

;11

PushpindelSingh, a correspondent for the World'$
Air Powel Journal, London.

New Delhi. .g
Dov. S. Zakheim, former U.S. Deputy Under .-i$
Secretary of Defence & Resources during the ,:.{
ReaganAdministration. iS
S. S. BANKESTIWAR ls a freelanceio.r"r,"'..f;rist' 

rflq

'':
K. Subramanyam, Dilector of the Institute for ;,.;j

Defence Studies & Analyses.

Gen. K. Sunderji (Retd.), Chief of A'rmy Staff,
Indian A.rrny (1 986-88).

A. P. Venkateshwaran, forrner Foreign Secre'
tary, Goverrrment of India, and former Indirii
Ambassadorto China, and cunently,
Professol at the Ceutle for Policy
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: FOUNDATIONS OF INDIAN
i' POLITICAL TIIOUGIIT by V.R.
, Mehta; Manohar,NewDelhi; 1992;

pp.3l2: Rs.300.

Reviewed by
G. N. Sqrmo

:1

The publisher has introduced this
volume as "perhaps the first book
which provides an overview of the
(sic) Indian Political thought from
Manu to the present day''. Thisris very
largely justified. It is an undoubted
advantage to have a unified survey of
so vast a field of thought. The author's
qualifications are impressive and
naturally raise great expectations.

The title of the book itselfcreates
the first difficulty. Is it an examina-
tion of the ideas and concepts on which
the entire structure ofthought rests?
Where shall we locate their sources?
The author takes Manu as the starting
point ofenquiry and proceeds to exa-
mine and assess the ideas of various
political thinkers. He does make
reference to the ideas of the Vedic Age
by the way, instead ofgiving them the
rightful place as the very origin and
foundation of subsequent deve-
lopment. The structure of Indian
thought is multi-layered, each inter-
aeting u.ith the rest, and thelef^r'e
the search for roots must go down to
the last depths. The starting point
must indeed be the very fir'st and none
other. The presentvolume, rnore than
analysing the basic, fundamental
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concepts, provides historical, though
not chronological surwey of Indian
political thought. Sukra (misprinted
Srzrya in the table ofcontents) is placed
before Kautilya / It is now generally
accepted thatSu4aran.itiis a late medi-
eval text which was, on account of its
supposed authorship, mistakenly cre-
dited wiih antiquity. A unique feature
of this survey is a chapter of Barni
and Abul Fazl and a fairly elaborate
account of Balbhadra Sahu, the author
of Desih Sastra in Hindi.

A sulvey of such a vast subject
has necessarily to be selective. The
treatment of thinkers is bound to be
uneven. Nevertheless one feels that
an important thinker and statesman
Iike Gokhale should have received
greater attention than what he is
given.

The key to the appreciation of
Indian social and political thought
lies, according to the author, in the
concept of 'wholes within wholes',
'Oceanic circles' and Noetic and
Pneumatic principles of knowledge
(Pneurnatic is almost invariably spelt
as peneumatic and the colrectspelling
occurs rarely, once or twice, as if by
mistake). The firrst two of these are
easily undelstandable in the context
of the pluralistic character of Indian
society. The author acknowledges he
owes these concepts to Arthur Koes-
tler. The Noetic and Pneumatic prin-
ciples, however, required'greater
elucidation in order to serve as
intelligible clues to the understanding
of Reality. As it is, their abrupt intro-
duction has the effect of pedantry,
obscuriu m pe r obscu r ius.

The author's definition of politi-
cal activity is noteworthy. "The role of
political activity can indeed be com-
pared to the activity of the stomach in
the human body, which is to reconcile
the demands and needs of diffet'ent
organs of the body and to supelvise
pt'od'.r ct ivt' n nd d ist ribrr t i..'e nct i.'i t i es

in accordance with the gcneral rules
of hygiene. Political activity is a ma n-
agement activity of this sort which
seeks to organize and conciliate vari-
ous diffbrent interests, clairns and de-

'-
mands of the various wholes in society
by supervising its productive and dis- .

tributive apparatus."! At one stroke
this takes us back to John of Salisbury
(1110-1180) and leads to Koestler via
Ilerbert Spencer.

The elucidation of the concept of
Dharma is all important in any
discussion of Indian polity and society.
DItan'ma is intimately connected with
the earlier concept of RtaintheVeda.
Rtais the law, the truth of the cosmic
order, while D lmt'nla comprehends the
ethical, worldly and spiritual aspects
of the Iife of the individual and society,
Ilfo, contrary to the author, is not
inexorable destiny. "Some concept
other than that of ft/o was needed to
ensure that the concept of human
responsibility is not eva-cuated.(!)
under the pretext of inevitability in
the process of nature. Dhan'ma was
one such concept". Rather than replace
the idea of Rta, the idea of Dharma
extended it in relation tothe individual
and society.

The author's complaint,, in many
respects justified, is that the early .'

writers on ancient Indian polity and t
society exaggerated its virtues; they ':

claimed that much of western consti- ,

tutional theory and practice already
existed in oul past. He attributes their
uncriticaljudgment to patriotic preju- -;
dice. His indictment is too sweeping :'r

as not all the writers he has lumpeJ d
together suffer from such infirmity. It iri

is surprising that Mehta too, has not 'i
escaped from a sinrilar and more seri-
ous fallacy arising from a veiled anti- ::

quarianism, discovering the latest in ;
the earliest. An example is his charac- r,t:

terisationofManu. "Manu linked poli- :
tics to ecolory also and said that in the i
absence of the king even the trees .$
would be felled. In fact this last point 

';{highlightsthebasicdifferencebetween'1
the Greekand ancient Indian political ,,

thought clearly. The ancient Greeks
were concerned with the individual's
lelationship to the cosmic order in
which the community is an impot'tant
link but not the end. According to the
Manltsmriti, the task before the gov-
ernment is the regulation of relation-
ships of the,entire nranilest world in "
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I which even trees occupy a place im-
portant to the unmanifest." Besides
the far fetched nature of the compari-
son, the language in which it is ex-
pressed can only mystifr and bewil-
der the reader.

Even more fantastic is the
construction ofslo/eas 8 and 9 ofcanto
Ll6, Ayodhya Kanda of Valmilei
Ratnayan.a. "Indeed this argument has
a streak of existentialism in it in so far
as it identifies the authentic life with
the heroic life, in which the hero works
with the best of motives, unmindful of
the consequences of his action on
others".

No such hints can be drawn from
these sloleas. Possibly the reference
numbers are wrongly printed; if not
they have been misread. There are
also other cases of inaccuracy in the
references.

Take again the author's obserwa-
tion on Kautilya's view of state and
religion. "Religion is useful to the king
because it can be a powerful instru-
ment in the service of the state. This
may sound trivial to us, but at the
time when the authority of religion
was respected, it was truly an attempt
towards secularisation ofstate power."
One is at a loss to make out what it all
means.

The comparison between the
state of the M ah ab h ar at a end Hobbes'
Leviathan is certa inly ingenious. "But
the concept of the protection of the

.weak was missing, with the result
that the state (in Hobbes) became a
mightily (!) Leviathan. On the other
hand, in the Mohabh.arato, the con-
cept of the sovereign power is missing
since the state is the outcome of both
human effort and divine interven-
tion, and furthermore, since it is spe-
cially charged with the responsibility
of the protection of the weak, it can
regulate but can never dominate oth-
ers who owe their origin to different
sources".

Raja Rarn Mohun Roy is dis-
missed as no thinker at all. Footnote 8
on page 175 is an interesbingexample
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of the riotousness of the composition
and the warped judgement of the au-
thor. "Raja Ram Mohun Roy is often
considered a political thinker. In our
view, he is entitled to a place as a
great social reformer, it is doubtful
whether he could be called a thinker.
All his ideas are initiation of their
counterpart in the insest. Besides,
there is no attempt to relate conclu-
sion to theoretical premises." Tilak
has been given some space in the
volume but he too fares no better. The
final verdict on Tilak is that, "His
importance as a political thinker is
not much". A refere nce to Gita
Rahasya might have convinced the
author that the underrated
l,okamanya was not just a political
activist but also a philosopher and
that his political activism was the
application of his speculative philoso-
phy to the field of political life. This
great work is not mentioned either in
the bibliography or in the chapter
references. The author remarks that
there was, in Sri Aurobindo a sharp
distinction'between the concerns of
his early life and later life in
Pondicherry when he had turned into
a mystic." Studies on Sri Aurobindo
have shown that there was no such
distinction and that his life all through
was an unbroken spiritual quest. His
observation that Sri Aurobindo "did
not take into account the consequences
ofunbridled nationalism", that he was
not sufhciently conscious of its con-
nections with power, commerce and
technology", that he did not explore
"the epistemological and metaphysi-
cal basis of his own thought", that "all
the confusions of Indian renaissance
are richly reflected inhis logical and
suggestiue utorhs" ours is superficial
and unsustainable.

It would exceed the limits of a
review to engage in a detailed
examination of this volume. It is on
the whole unrewarding both to the
students and researchers alike whose
interest it hopes to stimulate.

PROF. G.N.SARMA is (retired) Head of the
Departrnent of Politics, Maratharrada
University, Aurangabad.
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; RAISING UP A PROPHET. TTIE. AFRICAN.AMERICANENCOUN.
, TER WITH GANDHI bY

Sudarshan Kapur; Oxford Univer-
i sity Press, Bombay; 1993; pp. 222;

Rs.150.
J-

Reviewed by
Konnommo S. Romqn

In February 1936, in a
conversation with Dr. Howard
Thurman, Gandhi had said : "It may
be through the Negroes that the un-
adulterated message of non-violence
will be delivered to the world." This
prophecy seemed to have come true
when in 1950s and 1960s Martin Lut-
her King successfully launched his
non-violent resistance such as the
Montgomery Bus Boycott, the Prayer
Pilgrimage, sit-ins and the March on
Washington to protest against racial
discrimination. His efforts caught the
imagination of the people all over the
world because he was able to carry out
his struggle in an extremely hostile
environment. It took enormous cour-
age for Southern blacks to stand up
fortheirrights ina non-violentmanner
in a society where few whites would
consider the murder of a black man a
serious crime.

The author of the book under
reviewconeetlv feels that to limit th"
focus ofattention to King's effort alone
is a very elitist approach to a story
which actually involved the active
participation of an entire people. The

main hypothesis of this book is that
the non-violent activism which blos-
somed in America in the 1950s and
the 1960s was the result of the sus-
tained effort of a number of earlier
generation Afro-Americans who had
set the climate required for the accep-
tance of the technique of non-violent
resistance.

The book is divided into six chap-
ters excluding the introduction and
the conclusion. In the introduction,
the author defines the need and the
objectives of this study. He broadly
lays down the parameters ofthis study
by stating the various factors which
played an important role in the cre-
ative development of Gandhian ideas
among the Afro-American groups.
These include the role played by their
leaders (such as W.E.B.Du Bois,
Marcus Garvey and A. Philip Rand-
olph), the Afro-American press (such
as the Negro World and The Crisis),
the visits of Afro-American leaders
such as Howard Thurman, Benjamin
Mays and C. H. Tobias), the visit of
committed Gandhians to America
(such as Lala Lajpat Rai, C. F. And-
rews, M. Slade and R. R. L,ohia) and
also the deeply entrenched Christian
faith in most members of this group.

In the first two chapters, the au-
thor traces the growing awar€ness
among the prominent Afro-Americans
for the need to forge an international
solidarity of the coloured people. This
led to their sympathising with the
struggles launched by the coloured
people in countries like Erypt and
India. He also explains as to how, ever
since Gandhi took over the helm of
the Indian National Congress,'watch
the people of India' became a persis-
tent theme in Afro-American jour-
nals. This in turn created a deep un-
derstanding of Gandhian methods of
resistance. It was made possible as
they related the Gandhian method to
the familiar sayinp in their Chris-
tian faith - the liberating role of .Iestts
and the preachings of the Sermon on
the Mount.

The third chapter brings out the

growing debate among the Afro-
Americans about the efficacy of the
Gandhian method in a hostile and
alien environment. This chapter also
reveals as to how most of the top Afro-
American leaders felt the need for a
Gandhi of their own - a man of his
moral stature and conviction, to lead
them in their fight against all kinds of
humiliation and discrimination.

In the next two chapters the au-
thor traces the development of the
close connection between Indian and
Afro-American leadersdue to the regu-
lar visits of a number of black leaders
to India and a number of committed
Gandhians to American shores. This
created an awareness in a large num-
ber of Afro-Americans about the
Gandhia n notion ofso/y agrahabased
on the principles of truth, non-vio-
lence and love. It also explores the
various attempts made by some of the
prominent leaders such as A. P. Rand-
olph to resist oppression through
Gandhi inspired non-violent tech-
niques such as boycotts, marches and
sit-ins.

The sixth chapter shows the
growing solidarity of the Afro-
Americans and the increasingsupport
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of the Indians to their cause. It also
logically moves up to the final culmi-
nation of the struggle, i.e. in the Afro-
Americans finding their own Gandhi
in the freshseminary graduate Martin
Luther King - the man who was to
later launch one of the most
determined struggles against
discrimination.

In the concluding chapter the
author validates his hypothesis be-
cause, on the basis of the available
information it can be safely said that
King's stratery and success were the
results of the sustained effort of a
number of leaders for almost half a
century.

The book also has detailed notes
and an exhaustive bibliography which
should be of interest to any scholar
interested inGandhian thought, peace
movements or social change.

There is no denying that Kapur's
book is a compilation of valuable and

difficult-to-obtain material which
makes it essential reading for anyone
interested in understanding the
struggle that the Afro-America ns have
launched since the beginning of this
century. The book is a noteworthy
addition to the gr.owing literature on
the subaltern approach to history.

However, the analysis would
have been more fruitful if the author
had explained that the Gandhian no-
tion of salyagraha caught the atten-
tion of the Afro-American leaders not
only because of their spirituality but
also due to theirwell-entrenched west-
ern consciousness. In fact, the black
struggle was an extension of the
dreams of the Founding Fathers who
envisaged a new republic where all
men would be equal in the eyes of the
law. Moreover, the language that
Gandhi spoke was appealing to the
westerners because he himself has
been deeply influenced by western
thinkers such as Tolstoy, Ruskin and
Thoreau. So, though it is true, as the
author suggests that the techniques

ofstruggle for transformation may
shared across geographical bour
aries, it can succeed only if the politi?
cal culture of the country is receptive:!,.$
to the technique in question 
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A little more analysis of the rea-,.i#

sons for the increased consciousness .l:
of the blacks especially after World ii
War I which was ostensibly fought,to: J;i

make the world safe for democracy' 1ii

would have made this whole exercise..$
more fruitful. This is important be- :i
cause the end of the World War I r..'i

period, which almost coincided with ,ij
the rise of the Gandhian period in the ii
Indian national movement, sawsome . 'l
of the worst riots and pogroms in- :,;

flicted on the blacks. This resulted in .i
the blacks, especially in the Northern. ,:

cities, trying to harness their political .,'$

strength to pressurise the go.rern- ,$
ments at all levels to do more for black lE
Americans. Even in the South, the .tii

blacks were getting very restive - but ,..3

were relatively subdued due to severe ,'9{

restraints and often threats of vio- 
^$

lence. In this context, non-violent:;$
struggle did appeartobe an attraciive'ii
instlument oh protest. Further, the '$
changing international trends and ...*

sh iftingAmerica n opinion enabled the r'ff
broadening of the campaigns to de- ...{
mand rights and to end discrimina- rlJ

tion. .: ..|
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There had been various experi- .ffi

ments with the Gandhian technique ; i'$
of non-violence undertaken by people 'H
decades before the Montgomery bus ,S
boycott. This could have been better
highlighted and assessed in the con- ,,:

text of the involvement of the black ' Ji

people. The book then would have U
beena more rewardingexperience for' f
the reader than a mere chronological ;i
enumeration of the various people $
who had either written about Gandhi -ffi
or visited India and thus came in :'?

direct contact with him. i"
'.r
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