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Hiroshima & Nagasaki uNever Again" 

To mnrk the 50th death anniversC< ry 
of M cdl<tlrn i"l C<l ndhi, lht! 1\!opl»'s Union 
for C ivil Liher l i t!s, the Nehru Cen l rt!, the 
M<lni 13h cl \' i"l ll C<lndhi Sangr<th<l l<ly<t, the 
lliroshimi"l Ci ty, Ni"lgas<tki C i ty <lnd lli­
rnshimi"l 1\~i"l ce Cultu re 1-o u n de~ t ion org<tn­
ised i"lll exhibi t ion of rMe and <Hr hiv<ll 

ar tif<lds ilnd photographs rel<lling to the 
<l lomic bombing o f lliroshimil on 1\ugusl 

6,19~5 <lnd of Ni"lgits<lk i on l\ugus t 9. 1 9~5 . 

Tht!se ph n togr<lphs vividly po rl r:~y the 
devi"ls lal ion, des lrudi,1n c1nd the misery 
Ci"lused hy r<ldia t inn. 

N o t only is th..- .... ,hih ili lln unique 
hut i"l moving experience. 1\ rt>mindt>r In 

<l ll of us i"li1Ll pctrlind<lrl y l ht! ynunger 
genera tion of lht! hnrrurs nf nuclear wnr. 
We ctrt! infnrnwd tha t this is l ht> firs t t ime 
thct tlhe exhibi t ion is lwld in 1\sii"l i"lnd only 
the thi rd timt> lwld in l ht> t>n l ir t> wor ld! 
This exhibi t ion ough t to he lwl d in evt> ry 

pnrl of lht> wor ld <lnd St>Pn hy nS 111<lny 

peop le ns possible. 

The lht>nry of 'n udear ddt>rrt'I1l'e' 
or 'hc1 lct i1l·e ll f terr<lr ' mcty h<lv e h<ld somt! 
v<llidity during the rold wa r yenrs. T lw 
o lder generc1 t inn ma y re,·ct ll the furious 
d eba tes in the ' fif l it>s ctnd 'six l it>s hetwet>n 
mt>n l ike Ht!r l rct nd Russt-! 11 nnd SidnP.y ll<lok 
on•wht>lht->r it IVclS lwi!Pr to he ' red thctn 
dP-nd ' ( l~ u sse ll ) or In ht! 'dP.<1d thctn rt>d ' 
(Sidney !look). With tlw rn llcl J'St' of t lw 
Stw iel Union this dehn le ht><'i"l l11t! i rr eiP Vct n l 
ctnd with it nm cpp ts lik ... lllll 'lt->ar d ... t ... r ­
re lh 't' ctnd hctl ct lll 't' <lf l t-> r rn r sh nu ld hctve 

been buried. Bu t th is hils not hilppened . 
Wi th m i"l ny of the '<lulonomous repub­
lics' of l ht> Soviet Union becoming fu ll 
fledged repub li cs il w hole hos t of coun­
tr ies emerged w ith nucleil r etrsena ls. 
Nuden r J' ro l ifer<l lion on a fri ghten in g 
scil le bedevils the world. ln d in's pol iti­
ci<l ns i<llk c1boutlh t! ' nucleil r op t ion ' w ith­
ou t a cluP. of whet ! this op ti on impl ies. 
ll is not an option but a p rescr ip ti on for 
the<lnn ihilation o fhu m<l n ity i tself. V iew­

in g this exhib i tion mus t be mi"lde com­
pulsory for every politi cian in every par t 
of th e worl d. 

ll t> re art~ some fnds we ga rn en~d 
from tlw exhihi t iun: 

+ Tht> ll irosh imil bomb g<>nera ted 
ht>al lhct l rt><l ched mor e th an a m illi on 
d egrt>t>S ct>nligrade. 

+ It gt>n ... rn t<>d ct stct te of super-pressure 
rPcll·hin g SPVPrctl hund red thous ct nd at­

mosplwrt>s ctnd ctn enor mously power­
ful slw,·k wave. 

+ The d it mi"lge Wi"lS cctused by <t combi­
nation llfht>n l ri"l ys, hl<ls ls, i"lnd fires , ilnd 
Wi"ls lll \lrt' t>x lensive lh <l n the su m total 
of thest> t>!'ft>ds . 

interaction o f thermal burns, bruises il n 
l acerations and rad ia li on. 

+ 1\t lh e ins tan t of d etonation, the atom 
bomb emilled huge qu <lnli ties o f radi 
l ion unhea rd of i n a natural enviro1 
men!. It was this mass ive radia ti on th ; 
m ct d e th e atomic bomb qualitati ve ] 
d i ffe rent from conventional weapon 
H<l di il lion is th e chiei r eilson !hilt ~ 

mi"l ny of th ese people con tinue to suff, 
after more th an f ifty yea rs. 

T he E<l rlh n ow ho ld s r ough 
20,000 nucleil r weapons. T heir collecl i \ 
explosive yield is unk nown, but if we ria, 
it il l 22,000megil lons, th e mctx imum k now 
v<l l ue to de1 te, i t is t>qu iv<l len llo 1.47 mi ll ie 
bo mbs o f the ty pe dropped on I liroshim 
Simply Ci"llcul <l led , this d es tructi ve pow• 
couid c<tuse 200 bill ion d ect lhs or 35 d ea l! 
for each of the w orl d's present 5.8 bi ll ie 
people. 

1\s of ]<ln uctry 1996, the es timil l t 
nu mber of sl r<l teg ic nuclei"l r wee1pons po 
sessed by the nudectr powers are ilS follow 

Russia: more lh<ln 11 ,235; us, 
9,097; f r<l nce: 51 2; Ch in <t : more lh<ln 42 
U K: <lbout 300. Totct l: More lh<tn 21,567. 

+ -,he PntirP ,·ity 

\\ ' n~d,..~l nw ... d in 
<1 bri,..( inslnn l. 
r,l,ln v tiftv v ... a r~ 

nft .... r th,> rlt,lmi, · 

"We shall Bring Forth New Life" 

h1l111hing the 
human dctmctge 
Wr\lugh t hy thP 
h\l l11b rt>me1ins 
un,· lt>e~r. The 
city's pnpulal inn 
ctnd hnust>hnld 
r t>cnrds WP rP 

lost. 

+ 1.:1 0,000 ou t of i"l 
popu lnlion o f 
:150,()()(1 diP<.I in 

I I i r os hi 111 i"l i"lll d 
7.J,(I(I() ou t nf ct 
pPJ1 uln t inn nf 
210.tHHl died in 
Nngi"lsnki. 

+ Th ... hod i ly dnm­
nge inf1idt->d hy 
th ... c~tnmic hnmh 
\ ·VriS rl}~grrlVei i Pd 

hy lht> n llllJ' I"x 

Jt was nigh t in the basement of a broken building. 
Victims o f the atomic b omb 

Crowded into the cand/e/ess darkness, 

Filling the room to overflowing-
The smell of fresh blood, the stench of d eath. 
The stuffiness of human sweat. the writhing moans­
When ou t of the darkness. came a wondrous voice. 
"Oh! The baby's coming" it said. 

In the basemen t turned to living hell 
A young women had gone into lcbour! 

The others forgo t their own pain in their concern: 

What could they do for her. having not even a match 

To bring ligh t to the darkness? 
Then come ano ther voice:"/ am a midwife. 

I can he lp her with the baby. " 

II was a woman who had been moaning in pain only 
m oments before. 
And so. a new life was born 
In the darkness o f thattiving hell. 
And so. the midwife died before the dawn. 
Still soaked in the blood of her own wounds. 
We shall give forth new life! 
We shall b ring forth new life ! 
Even lo our dea th . 

Verse wri ll en by Sadako Kurihara fr om Hiroshima. wri ter and 
A-b omb survivor 
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BETWEEN OURSELVES ... 

The 12'h general elec ti ons to the Lok Se~bha have come and gone. We 
have a government of sorts led by a pe~rty that had poured scorn on the previous 
government the~t was unsea ted by the Congress and whi ch occe~s i oned the elections. 
They are in no differen t pos ition . Mrs. Sonie~ Gandhi has been replaced by Ms. 
}ay<~lalithe~ . 

Th<~nks to compe ting television channels, viewers have been provided 
with m o untains of s tatistics, exit and other kinds of polls, learned explanations 
about swings and so on . All very good but, and I believe there are many who 
would agree with me, all these left me, for inste~nce, rather bewildered. I for 
one we~s look in g for simple exp lanatio ns. We bring you thi s quarter's cover 
feature: "Unders tanding the verdirt of 1998. The discuss ion t~nd th e two articles 
do not get mired in s ta tis ti cal data. They suggest ve~rious reasons why the voter 
voted the way h e did . O ur see~r ch for simple explanations. 

Computer's Devil : We all know of the 'printer's devil ' a printing mistake, probably 
a mis-spell word that esce~pes even the m os t dilige nt proof- reader. With the 
advent of th e computer and th e DTP, printer's devils have given way to computer's 
devils in which wh o le lines dise~ppear because of the computer's feti sh for mechanical 
accuracy so thc~t if a line dares to exceed the formal it gels transferred to th e 
next pa ge and if th ere is no next pe~ge, it gets thrown out altogether. Such is 
th e fa te suffered by th e lil s t lin e of th e resolution ent itl ed 'The Libere~l Agenda' 
on pa ge 34 o f lh e las t is s ue o f Fret'tlom First (January-March 1998). The full 
sentence should read as fo ll ows (the italicised w ords e~re the miss ing pilrts of 
the senten ce) : 

" We rt><lffir m the lihe ral co mmilmt:>nl to place th e freedom and dignity 
of every hum<ln being 111 lite renlre of o11r JIO!itiral life ." 
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"The deep moans round with many voices. Come, my friends 
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world"- Tennyson 

Like it or not, InJi<tn parties cannot be run today 
without corruption; anJ manipulating foreign con­
tracts is the most efficient form of corruption available 
to those in power. 

Ashok V. Desai , BUS/N £SSWORLD, March 22. 

If you want to murJer someone, Los Angeles 
is the place to do the deed . 

Chnrl es Pete rs, Hi e Wa,;lli11gton Monllrly, 
)nnuary/f'ehruary 1997 

Another poll, ;mother coalition, another set of 
rogues and incompetents to misgovern InJia. 

Editorinl in 'nre Ecmwmi,;l, Mnrch 7 

The UCPI (United Communist Party of India) 
is supporting the Congress because in 1920 Lenin asked 
the communists to support C<lndhi i'IS he was i'ln i'lnti­
imperiCllis l. 

Mohit St>n. UC I'I Gt>ne rnl St>cretnry, 
l111l ia Tnday , f't>hruuy 23 

Why h<lspolitics become socrimin<llised? Recause 
if no l<lw bre<lker is co nvicteJ then l<lw bre<lking becomes 
the most successful political strategy. 

Swnminathnn S Anklt>~aria t\iyer, 
'[1re Time,; nf l11d ia, Mnrch 8 

The Pedestrian (in MumbCli) is not part of 
municip<l l pl <l nning. 

Ki ~ n Mt>htn , l ' rt>~id t>nt , Snve Bnmhny Commillee, 
'11r e Time~ !l{l111l ia. March 28 

This (booth capturing) is the re<llity of Indi<l. 
You Clre fooling yourself if you believe th<lt InJia is 
marching into the the next century . r o r fifty ye<lrs 
there h<ls been no sociCll engineering in sever<ll areas. 

Chit>! EI Pl'li on CommissionPr M. S. Gill, 
Dr!' Time,; !l{ lntlia , Jnnuary 29 

Ms . JayCll<llilh<l is noll he pmver behinJ the throne. 
She is the throne behind the power. 

I am sick of toJay's politics. Politicians 
have no morals or ethics . We have better things 
to do. Greener pastures await us, while politics 
gets murkier. 

Srinivas Bhandaru , 20-year old BA student, 
Nizam College, llyderabad. 

Just let a leader come in front of me. I'll 
beat him to pulp. They use us every election for 
rallies, campaigning, for booth capturing and throw 
us out.. .no kick us out. 

Sunil Solanki of NREC Degret' College 
the town of Khurja in Ullar Pradesh 

... for goJ's sake, stop the dodJering senile 
from ch<tlking out India's agenda for the next 
century. 

Manoj Mishra , a 28-yt>ar old 
paan shop owner in New Delhi 

The general feeling among our generation 
is that politicians are corrupt, dirty people . We 
should keep away from them irrespective of which 
party they belong to. 

Shnyar Nag. first year student of English 
at Cakulla ' s Ashutosh College 

There is no space in these corrupt parties 
for idealism or revolution<lry thoughts . There is 
no role for eager youth in a Rabudom. 

Vikram Di esh, member Advisory Commillee on 
Youth Affairs in the Ministry of 
!Iuman Resources Ot!Vl'lopme nt 

Their (the politicians) job is glwtala~ (ma­
nipulation/messing arounJ) mine kl!t'ti (farming). 
They won't help me . I can't slop them. 

Gulab Singh Gujjar, a young Iarmer in the 
village of Mand Kasia in Madhya Prad esh 

All from Oulfook. f'ebnrary 9 
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A Worthwhile Institution Goes 
The I-Iarolcl Laski Ins titute of 

Political Science, AhmeJ abaJ which 
was founded on 15th August 1954 
"stnppecl working" on 27th Novem­
ber 1997. 

I was privileged to be a life­
member of the Institute and proud 
to have Purshollambhai Mavalankar 
the rounder-Director of the Insti­
tute as a dea r fri end- a frienJ ship 
that goes back to the Jays when 
l was Executive Secretary of the 
National I lea Jquarle rs of the 
Swa tantra !'arty. 

Late las t ye<~r he wrote to me, 
<IS he Jid to nil life members of the 
Institute. In his le tter J nteJ 27th 
November 1997 (the 110th birth 
a nni ve rsary of his illustrious f<~ lher, 

the first Spe<~ker of the I.ok Snbhn 
Mr. C. V. Mnvnlnnknr who set very 
hi g h s tnnJnrJs <IS Spen ker) he 
expl<~i neJ why he hnJ J eciJeJ to 
close the Ins tit ute. The letter re­
Venls the chornc ter nnJ int egrity of 
l'urshuttn mbhni who belongs to a 
f<1st J is<~ppe<~ring spec ies - the 
IH1nest public person. 

lie wrote infl'r uliu "f-rom its 
very incep tion, the Ins titute hns, <Is 
<1 miltter o f policy not t <~ke n <~ny 

gove rnm e nt gr<~nts no r sought 
J o n<~ ti ons. /\11 a long, our various 
activ ities hnve beensust<1ineJ m<1 inly 
by life membership suppo rt ... 

" ... 1 hnve J o ne my best to 
ac t inform<~lly <1nJ d emocr<~ ti cn lly , 

nlvvnys striving to promote nnJ 
s trength en the aims a nJ objec tiv es 
of the Institute viz. politic<~l eJ u­
C<l ti o n o f th e c iti7.e nry in our 
Democ rnti c Republic. The l.nski 
Institute hns been my life's Jre<l m 
nnJ mission, and I h<~ve po ureJ my 
hear t nnJ soul into it. " 

Aziz Madni 

Mr. /\ziz MnJni, member 
of the Advisory Boa rd of Free­
doll/ Firs/, its edi tor for some ye<~ rs 

when the jOUrnill W<IS a monthly 
and whose association with the 
journal in general and Mr. 
Minoo Milsani in parliculnr, goes 
back to the 'fifties, is no more. 
I-Ie pil ssed nwny after <1 pro­
longed illness on f ebru ary 7. 

I-le belonged to <1 family 
imbued with a s trong sense of 
socia l service. I Te wils the grnnd­
son of Moh<1mmad I lnji Snbu 
Siddick, a prominent phil<~nthro­
pist. /\zizbhni carried on the 
trndition by being nul only on 
his grandfil lher's chMitilble trust 
bu l WilS a tru stee of a number 

of chnritilble orgn nisn li ons. lie WilS <1 trus tee of the Cummoo )ilffnr Girls 
I ligh School for over 45 yeilrs. 

Educil li on meant a greil t deilllo him. I !e WilS convi nced lhnt it w<~s 
the only way, poor muslims could milke <1 bdler life for themselves. 

I hild the privilege of gelling to know /\zizbhili il nd working with 
him since the 'sixties. I le was a liberal to the core, a thorough genllema n 
whose soft ex terior covered il person wi th <1 firm resolve. l-Ie WilS il c l e<~ r 

thinker who und erstood the nu nnces of issu es discussed . Oft en a knnwi ng 
sm ile il l meetings of the Boa rd meil nl he hnd u nd erslood the issue involved 
and we cou ld count on his suppor t! 

/\n il Clive citi zen he did not hes ita te to put pen on paper <~nd shoot 
off letters to the press whenever he fell strongly abou t somet hing or 
the other. Rut he never allowed the s trength of hi s feeling to innu ence 
him in using hilrsh or abrilsive languilge. 

We convey our deepest condolences to Mrs. /\bida Mndni ilnd her 
filmily on their loss. 1\ good friend , a fighter fur the freedom il nd dignity 
of the individuill hils go ne. We shilll miss him very mu ch. 

S. V, lbju 
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"Unfortunately, my health no 
lo nger permits me to conJuct etnd 
lead the Institute's work efficiently 
anJ energetically as before. I hnve 
therefore, been compelled to put n 
stop to its work with effect from 
toJny, 27th November, 1997, the 
110th Birth Annivers ary of my 
revereJ father Dadasnheb 
Mavalnnkar." 

And with the leiter he en­
closeJ n cheque for Rs . 700- n ref unJ 
of my life membership fee . 

l will not J well on the work 
of the Institute spanning over two 
Jecn Jes. There is only one worJ 
to describe it "FANTASTIC"! /\part 
from the fncl that the Institute wns 
nm by n person of JeJ icntion n not her 
reason why The llarold Laski 
Institute became an Institution- a 
lanJmark in the academic world of 
/\hmedabaJ -was the fact that it 
was no t locateJ in Delhi anJ sub­
jec t to the careerism !hill milrks most 
such institutes (~enerally state­
fundeJ) that proliferate in India's 
capital city. 

Sadly the Institute has closed 
its Joors when it is need eJ m ost 
In carry on its own mission 
political education of citizens. 

India - A Cdebration of 

Independence 
Thanks tothe/\lfred Stieglitz 

Cen ter of the l'hiladelphin Museum 
of /\rt nnJ the United Stales 
lnform il lion Service in lndiil we hnd 
a veritable feast of pholo~raphs at 
an exhibition o rganised by them ns 
"port of America's ce lebration of 
Indio 's ~olden jubilee of 
inJepe nJence." 

The21 pholo).;r<lphers whose 
photographs were exhibileJ in­
cludeJ llenri Carlier-Hresson, Mitch 

• Epstein, Charles l.indsay, Robert 
Nickelsberg, Rnghu Rai , Sebilstiao 
Sal~ado, Kelnki Sheth nnu l'nmela 

Singh. 

·I 

Some photos were evocative, 
others nostalgic while yet others 
captureJ in all their detail, limes 
of joy anJ of sorrow of ordinary 
common folk 

While th<mking and express­
ing our gratitude to the Alfred 
Stieglitz Centre and the USIS for 
pulling together this exhibition there 
were, in my view, two defects. The 
first- t11o many photographs of BJP 
conferences anJ the saffron flag. 
The seconJ Jefect - not a single 
photo by Raghu Rai of the movement 
IeJ by Jayaprakash Narain. I hnve 
a volume (publisheJ by Tlte Stufes­
IIIUII) of photngrnphs shot by Re1ghu 
Rn i of J I 's movement <md some of 
the pictures are as gooJ ns nny thnt 
were exhibiteJ. There is one of JP 
being beaten by the police for 
instance. Surely the story of the 
bogus emergency and the freeJom 
movem ent that followeJ should 
hnve founJ n place in this picture 
story of 50 years of freeJom. 

lnciJentally in 1957the USIS 
Jistribuled a beautifully produced 
volume entilleJ "GanJhiji's Reflec­
tions on Democracy" to mnrk 10 
yea rs of indepenuence. 

l'hologrilphs were prinleJ 
a lPngsiJ e quota lions from GanJ hiji . 
Some of these coulJ have founJ 
plilce in the exhibition. We shall, 
in the nex t issue, share with readers 
il couple of these photographs with 
Cn nu hiji's t)\lOLiltion nlongsiue, anu 
il phologrnph or two by Rnghu Rili 
of Jl' 's movement. 

This criticism Joes not how­
ever lilke awily from the filet that 
the exhibition was truly remark­
able. 

SVI{ 

The Clay Hooves of a Nobel 
Laureate 

Novelist Gnbriel Garcia 
Marquez is il Nobel laureate in 
lite rature. lie is \>Veil known for his 

Fn·• ·tlo 111 First :\J•ril -JunC' I .'JDI? 

explorations in magicnl realism. He 
is also an uncritical aJmirer of 
totalitarinn regimes and is fascinateJ 
with political power anJ to be in 
its close proximity. He is also an 
apologist for Castro. 

On a visit to Stalin's 
milusoleum he wrote that " he stood 
transfixed by the 'delicacy' of the 
tyrant 's embalmed hanJs. They 
(were) the hands of a woman" he 
wrote. I-le was an admirer of Janos 
KaJar who betrayed llung<~ry's 

freedom struggle by inviting Soviet 
Tanks to crll';h n people's movement. 

Gabriel Marquez extenuates 
theColombinnJrug trilfficker l'ilblo 
Escobnron the dubious ground that 
he is a devoleu fnmily mnn ilnu thnt 
he haJ expressed regret at the 
sufferings he haJ inflicteJ on 
numerous families, capping it with 
the consoling worJs of a catholic 
priest who while blessing the golJ 
meJal that Pnblo Escobar wore 
rounu his neck saiJ: "Deep Jown 
all men are gooJ, although some 
circumstances can make them evil. 
Escobar is a gooJ man ." 

During the f-illklands war he 
fileJ a report in a MaJrid news­
pilper £/ l 1u i~ that the "legenJnry 
and ferocious Nepnlese decilpitn­
tors " (the reference wns lo the Rri l ish 
i\rmy's Nepalese auxiliaries) hnd 
scimitars with which they "beheaJed 
one 1\ rgentine prisoner evPry seven 
seconJs. /\nJ because of some 
strange custom, they held up the 
severed heilJ by the hnir nnd cut 
off the enrs." 

ln fact the entire report was 
il figment of the poet's imilginalion . 
The Gurk.hns came to the f-alklnnJs 
to clear the mines. They carrieJ Kuk­
hris which cannot chop off the henJ 
of anyone in 'seven seconds flnl'. 

Gabriel Garcia Marquez is a 
recipient of the Nobel l'rize for 
Literature . 

RS 
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The 1998 elections produced all kinds of surprises 
except one and that one exception which surprised no one 
was a hung parliament. The Congress which many thought 
would be one step nearer to being marginalised has, in a 
manner of speaking, held on, though not gaining in numbers. 
Kanshi Ram 's BSP has been given a drubbing. The Shiv 
Sena-BJP combine was in for a rude shock in Maharashtra; 
Jayalalitha all but swept the polls in Tamil Nadu and the 
Janata Oaf is facing near extinction. It is clear that old notions, 
assumptions and considerations cannot adequately explain 
the current preferences of voters. 

Politicians and political parties were very reluctant 
to face an election on the ground that there was voter fatigue 
and the argument that the nation couldn't afford frequent 
elections - the last one being held just two years ago. Yet 
voter turnout was 62% in 1998 as against 57.94% per cent 
two years ago. Obviously, there was no reluctance on the 
part of the voter to visit the polling booth as many times 
as required! 

But why did he vote the way he did? Are national 
patterns of voting discernible? Or were they coloured by 
regional compulsions? Did the overall voting pattern indicate 
a preference for regional parties and regional issues as 
against national parties and national issues? 

What, for instance, were the considerations of the 
voter in Himachal Pradesh whose support for Sukh Ram 
(the former Union Telecom Minister who uses currency notes 
instead of cotton or foam for his bed) helped him sweep 
the polls in his district of Mandi and of the Tamil Nadu voter 
returning Jayala litha's candidates in such large numbers? 
Was the voter interested in stability to such an extent that 
he was prepared to accept candidates charged with cor­
ruption or known criminals? Is every election turning into 
a municipal election - is there Jack of appreciation of the 

functions of elective bodies at various levels? 

/s the statement that the Indian voter has become 
or is becoming very discriminating an exaggeration? Are 
we needlessly glorifying ourselves? Has there been a reduction 
in the role of caste and religion? To what extent did these 
play a role in these elections. 

The voters' choice has been described as a fractured 
verdict. Had there been a system of proportional represen­
tation and the seats won in proportion to the votes cast, 
would it not have reflected more accurately the electorate's 
choice? Is it not time to give serious thought to changing 
the system of voting to one based on PR? Meanwhile, would 
it be safe to assume that all future verdicts will be fractured 
and hung parliaments and legislative assemblies will be the 
rule rather than the exception? 

These were some of the issues rJiscussed at a seminar 
organised by Freedom First in association with the Project 
for Economic Education and the Friedrich-Naumann-Stiftung 
in Mumbai on March 14. 

Readers will find divergent viewpoints expressed. The 
attempt was not to arrive at a consensus but to look at the 
results from a variety of angles. However, the thread that 
connects is the faith in a civil society and the fact that 
democracy (with all its defects) has come to stay. What was 
a/so evident was again the fact that we are going through 
a period of transition on several fronts - the economy is 
increasingly less dependent on the state, a whole new 
generation of voters has emerged with new perceptions and 
new priorities, and there are no serious ideological differ­
ences. The dominant issue is good governance - no more, 
no less. 

We share with our readers a summary of the discus­
sions. Editor. 

Participants at the Seminar on "Understanding the Verdict of 1998", March 14, 1998, Mumbai. 

Dr. Amitabh, President , Peoples Foundation • Mr. S. S. Bankeshwar, freelance journalist • Mr. Yeshwant Bhide, Lecturer in Commerce 
• Dr. B. N. Colabawala, President, Society for the Right to Die with Dignity • Maj . Gen . (Retd .) E. D'souza, freelance writer 
• Mr. J. B. D'souza, retired Civil Servant • Mr. Arvind A. Deshpande , Honorary Secretary, Leslie Sa\1'11ny Programme • Mr. 
S . Divakara, Secretary, Forum of Free Enterprise • Dr. Lionel Fernandes, Lecturer in Pol itical Science • Mr. LJ . F. Fitter, Accountant, 
Project for Economic Education • Mr. S. P. Godrr:j, Chairman, Godrej Group of Companies • Mr. A. V. Gopalakrishnan, Advocate 
• Mr. Cyrus Guzder, Managing Director, Airfreight Ltd . • Mr. A. K. R. Hemmady, author and freelance journalist • Mr. D. B. 
Karnik , write r and journalist • Mrs. Anjali Kirtane, film documentaries producer • Mr. Salish Kirtane, Managing Director, Apna 
Bazaar Cooperative Department Stores • Dr. Usha Mehta, Chairperson , Gandhi Smarak Nidhi • Mr. Ajit Narde, farmer and 
businessman • Mr. Jehangir Patel, Publisher and Printer • Mr. S. V. Raju, Editor, Freedom First • Mrs . Kashmira Rao, Programmes 
Executive, Project for Economic Education • Mr. Nitin G. Raul, Advocate • Mr. K. F. Rustomji, retired Police Officer • Ms. Ashraf 
Ruwala, Asst. Ed itor, One India, One People • Mr. L. R. Sampat, Secretary, Swatantra Party, • Maharashtra • Prof. Nagindas 
Sanghavi, journalist • Mr. Viren Shah, Chairman, Mukand Ltd. • Mr. Kunwar Sinha, producer of documentaries • Prof. V. K. 
Sinha, Editor, The Secularist • Mr. Abraham Solomon, President , Indian Secular Society • Dr. R. Srinivasan, Professor of Politics 
(retired) • Mr. B. B. Thadani, company executive • Dr. Usha Thakkar, Hon. Director, Institute of Research on Gandhian Thought 
and Rural Development • Dr. Mary Thomas, Head of the Department of Politics , Bhavan's College • Prof. Sadanand Varde, 
Educationist • Dr. Parvathi Vasudevan, Reader, Centre for East African Studies • Mr. Pravin Vepari, Chartered Accountant • 
Mr. R. N. Vepari, Chartered Accoutant • Mr. Mahesh Vijapurkar, Chief of Bureau, The Hindu. 
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Confused Voter? 

Voters found it extremely 
difficult to find any difference 
between the candiJClte of o ne party 
as opposed to that of <lnother because 
either both were non-entities or both 
were ra scCl ls and corm pt. The media 
added to the confusion by playing 
up certain candidates as against 
o thers for reasons best known to 
them. Even the intelligentsia found 
themselves quite confused on who 
to vote for. Part of the problem 
is due, perhops, to the foct lhol in 
recent elections there has been de­
creasing contact between candi­
dates and the generol public. 

Let us olso occepl the foct 
thot Indian voters lend to vole 
emolionolly . for instance in 1971 
Mrs. Gondhi was return ed with a 
big mondate; when she wos ossos­
sinated they voted her son R<~jiv 

Gondhi to power with a massive 
mondote that was denied even to 
his grondf<lther Pondit Nehru; in 
1989, they threw Rojiv Go ndhi out 
just when he had gathered the 
experience to be able tn govern. 
More recently they, including 

muslims, voted in Maharashtra for 
the Shiv Se na despite the cornoge 
of the 1992 riots; oml now the voter 
in Tamil Nodu has helped revive 
the political fortunes of Jayalolitha 
despite the fact that she has been 
charged with co rruption on a 
massive scale. 

In the run up to the 1998 
elections haven't we heard stClte­
m ents like 'we like Vajpayee, but 
not the BJP' or 'I would like a 
nationol party which can give slo­
bility and therefore I would prefer 
the Co ngress to the RJP but with 
Alai Rehnri Vajpayee as Prime 
Minister'! Such statements typify 
the confusion in the minds of the 
voters . May be voters in rurallnd ia 
are less confused because they are 
much more feuJol in thei r ollitudes. 
It is thus possible for a Sonia Gandhi 
to descend on rtlrCll constituencies 
and be reg;uded as a Devutu. 

'The Indian voter confused? 
Of course not', said some others. 
I le deserves the highes t respect for 
the way he hils voted in eoch elec­
tion . Even where he voted for a 
jayalalitha in Tamil Nadu ora Sukh 

A Difficult Problem Indeed I 

When we were set the problem of why the voter voted in a certain 
way I must say I was astonished to see what a terrible problem it has 
turned out to be . It is difficult to find out what 30 people in this room 
are thinking . But consider the extent of our land. A thousand million people; 
six hundred million voters; how do they th ink. We have no way of ascertaining 
what they think and why they do what they do. 

The basic fact that strikes me again and again is that we don't 
know enough of our country. And the fact is that we go by patterns 
that were established by countries like England or even America where 
communications are so good. But are communications good in India? Do 
we know what the voter in the rural areas is thinking? I am afraid, and 
I know India quite well , that we have no idea of what impels people 
to vote the way they do . 

K. F. Rustomji 

G Fn·•·dom Firs/ :\Jiril-Jnnc 19.')8 

Ram in llimachall'radesh there must 
have been various local considera­
tions which went in favour of wrong 
candidates. 

Candidates Charged with 
Corruption 

And talking of candidates 
charged with corruption, our judi­
cio! system is at fault. Why is it that 
Jayolalitha was able to contest 
elections when she is facing chorges 
of corruption . Why did Su kh Rom 
whose mollresses were filled with 
currency notes emerge victorious 
as a candidate? Why did 72 people 
with criminal records contest the 
elections - one of them with a 
murd er conviction. These show that 
our criminal justice system is not 
giving us the output we need. We 
waste a lot of time finding excuses 
and explanations but we will not 
try and improve that which is 
possible to improve - the criminal 
justice system. The judiciary should 
give priority to cases involving 
condidoles facing criminal charges. 

Illiteracy the Cause? 

As for the talk about a large 
percentage of our voters being 
illiterate, it would be worthwhile 
undertaking an exercise - what 
proportion of the 62% who voted 
in the 1998 elections to the Lok 
Sabha 'Nas the literate vote and what 
proportion the illiterate vote. One 
must not forget the fact that in 1977 
it wos the illiterole vote that changed 
neorly 40 years of Congress rule. 

As for the huge crowds at 
rallies addressed by Sonia Gandhi, 
hero worship or heroine worship 
is o universol phenomenon. Even 
so, our voters have shown wisdom. 
They thronged Sonia Gandhi's 
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m eetings but when o ne looks at the 
res ults, the Congress has no t gained 
much. They went to hove her tlars.'lan 
but no t to vo te fo r her. 

Reflection of Our Society 

The results are ne ither a 
re fl ec tio n o f vo ter co nfus ion nor 
p o liti cions' fati g ue but a mirror of 
the philosophicol and m ornl con­
fu sio n in society . 

Why should we expect p o li­
ti cinns and p oliti co l lea d ers to be 
parogons o f perfection? Is there any 
fi eld in our pu blic life o r in our 
privnle life w here there is no co r­
ruptio n nnd where criminnli s tio n is 
no t thoug ht o f. Whe n ana lys ing the 
results of the electio ns we !real vo ters 
a nd the elec to rate nS be ing o n o ne 
s id e nnd the vo ted o r the p ll liticians 
a nd the elected rep resenta ti ves o n 
the o ther, as tho ug h the two s iJ es 
be lo ng to d ifferenl soc ie ti es . It is 
the so me society CO ll<;ist ing of cormpl 
e lem ents, d ece nt e leme nts, think­
ing element s nnd herd el ements thnt 
is choosing its governm ent. Na tu­
ra lly the res ult wi ll reflec t the type 
o f soc ie ty \<\'e have. It is no t thnl 
in Ri hor, for ins tnnce, the politi­
cions are vil e, co rru p t nnd v io le nt 
w hil e the ma n-in-the-s tree t Hihori 
is sweet a nd good-nnlured. The type 
o f soc iety lhnt Biha r hns is re fl ected 
in the type o f lea d ers hip, the type 
o f e lected lenders they throw up. 
It ca nno t be a ny o ther way. T he 
s ta te o f our socie ty, o f our culture, 
o f o ur ethi cs and ethos is re fl ec ted 
in our lead ers hip a nd in the type 
o f p eople w ho si t in the leg is la­
tures . /\nd the verdi ct represents 
the ethos, the cultura l level o f the 
p eople. If politica l pa rties nomina ted 
ca ndid a tes with crimin al records 
le t us no t fo rget the people vo ted 
fo r them nevertheless. 

A t the same tim e let us 
remember that even in a corrupt 
situatio n there are p eopl e w ho 
remnin hones t. Wha t is it that makes 
some p eople remain hones t and 
m akes other people co rrupt? 

Every electio n should afford 
u s an opportunity to do som e soul 
searching. We have to focus o n what 
ty pe of people we are. If we are 
no t satis fi ed with our leaJers hip, 
it m ea ns we are no t sa tis fi ed with 
ourseives and we should be d o ing 
so mething about it. 

Fractured Verdict? 

The 1998 election was an issue­
Jess e lec ti on. f or the voters secu­
la rism, corruption, crimina lisalio n 
o f po liti cs, and the qu es ti o n o f 
s tability were no issues at all. They 
vo ted for criminals, croo ks anJ 
corrupt cnndidoles set up by dif­
fe rent parties . O ne is remind ed of 
wh il l Rajaji silid as fil r back as 1956: 
In il mo narchy as the King so his 
s ubjec ts. In a d em ocracy as the 
s ubjec ts so the king. 

Wh at fro clured verdi ct are 
we ta lking about? In every s tale 
p eop le have spoke n with a very 
cl ea r il nd very d ecis ive voice. When 
these exncl verdicts are lo la lied up 

we get a fractured verd icl. Why? 
The reason probably is tha t we are 
s earching for an alternative to a 
J ominant party system tha t we had . 

One Night Stands 

When complaining of a frac­
tured mandate, look at what hap­
pened in Maharashtra. These elec­
tion results are, in fact, a repetition 
of what happened in 1996. We are 
misguided because we are looking 
at the alliances which are only one­
night stands. They are not perma­
nent unions. The BJP got 161 seats 
in 1996, this tirne they got 178. The 
Congress 142, this time 141 . The 
CPM 33 now 32. The only difference 
is with regard to the Janata Dal. And 
the Janata Dal was not murdered. 
It committed suicide. 

Nagindas Sanghavi 

/\bout97% of the popular vote 
hils been shared by two main political 
groups -the Co ngress /RPI /Samaj­
Wildi Party and the Shiv Sena/ 
Hhil ratiya Jana la Party group. The 
HJI' anJ the Shiv Senil p o ll ed 8 
percentage po ints over their 1990 
p erformance. If at all there has been 
an anti-incumbency wave in 
Maharashlra it has bee n agains t the 
Unit ed f-ro nt anJ not the ruling 
coalitio n in the Stille, because the 

The Congress as a Lesser Evil 

India is passing through a phase where the old political party system 
where one party dominated, has disappeared and another has not evolved. 
People are groping for an alternative. Years ago when one went to vote 
th ere was a Congress Party and there was a mish-mash of other parties. 
In those days, if you didn't vote for the Congress you felt you were throwing 
you r vote away. That has now changed . Many now vote for the Congress 
only because they see it as the lesser evil. This is an important change 
because we now have a choice between two parties or groups of parties. 
Earlier, irrespective of who we voted for, invariably the Congress would 
get back to power. Today voters generally vote for someone who they see 
has a ch ance of winning. 

Jehangir Patel 
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parties constituting the United f-ront 
in New Delhi got less them 3 per­
cent of the votes and were sent out 
of reckoning. 

Maharashtra was Different 

It means voters in Maha­
rilshtra voteJ with a purpose. There 
WilS a kinJ of polarisotion perhaps 
because some kind of an alternative 
wos put before the people- whether 
it was a genuine alternative or not 
is another matter . Maharashtra 
voters did n o t give a fractured 
verdict. On the other hanJ what 
is it lhot led to a situation in other 
slates where people haJ to exercise 
options in such a manner that 
politicians and their political par­
ties complained that the voters did 
not give them a mandate. These 
political parties seem to be in the 
business of politics but don't seem 
to have the savvy of a corporate 
entity. 

Moving towards Federalism 

If one aJds up the national 
result, it doesn't seem to be logic<~ I. 
It is what is called in lngic the f<~llacy 
of composition. The p<~rts do nnt 
add up to a consistent whole. The 
incumbency factor weighed in some 
st<~tes but not in others like West 
Bengal, l'unjab, Tripura and Delhi . 
This factnr therefore does not seem 
to h<~ve been a nation<~! phenom­
enon. N<~tional issuessuchaspopu­
l<~lion control, infrastructure devel­
opment, or educ<~ lion did not find 
pride of pl<~ce in the priorities of 
political parties. Region<~! p<~rlies 

were the domin<~nl partners in their 
alli<~nce with n<ltion<~l p<~rlies and, 

· no t surprisingly wh<~l c<lme to the 
fore were region<~ I issues. As a result, 
voters p<~id gre<~ler <lltentinn to the 
perform<~ nee or non-perform<lnce of 

R 

Stille governments. 

Perhilps this 
shift of focus is to 
be 'rvelcomed. Why 
should, for exilm­
ple, il street vendor 
in Chinchpokli (a 

Mumbai suburb) 
bother whether In­
di<l should have a 
nucleilr option or 
not. It does not 
really concern him. 
I-lis voting will 
re<lll y reflect his reill 
concerns ilnJ if Je­
mocracy does not 
reflect voters ' reill 
concerns whilt de­
mocracy are we 
l<~lking Clboul. 

Weilrehead-

'There is Nothing Really Wrong' 

I don't think very much has gone wrong. The 
fact that they have not been able to form a gov­
ernment for a few days is not to say that everything 
has gone to pieces, that the Constitution is wrong 
that this or that needs to be changed. If Jayalalitha 
had agreed, there would have been no discussion 
on this issue today. And that indicates that one person 
has held the whole country to ransom. And yet there 
is no doubt that our democracy is unique. No country 
in the world has a democracy as large as ours. And 
along with that, we have distances; poor commu­
nications and so on. The BJP has given an assurance 
that if it comes to power, it will appoint a commission 
to inquire into Constitutional issues. But the basic 
point is that there is nothing really wrong with the 
way things are going insofar as our structure is 
concerned. There should be a large number of parties 
if we are in a large country. There is nothing wrong 
if there is a delay in forming a government and no 
harm in exploring all avenues to make democracy 
more workable. 

K. F. Rustomji 

ing ll>w<lrds the cre<ltion of a reill 
federill polity from the grilSS roots 
as it were ilnd this is bounJ to 
strengthen Indian democr<lcy . Tra­
ditional political wisdom hils it that 
pilrli<lmentilry democr<~cy funclinns 
best in a lwo-p<~rty environment. 
We need to rethink this proposi­
tion . It is cle<lr !hill il two pilrty 
system will not work in il very di­
verse, culturillly diviJed country 
like lnJia . Even the UniteJ States 
does not reillly hilve 

A truly fed eral polity, which 
a country of the size of India needs, 
requires a government with a 
minimum programme. If one looks 
at the Common Minimum 
Programme of the United Front on 
the one hilnJ ClnJ the BJP's Niltionill 
Agend<l on the other, they have, 
inildverlanlly, agreeJ on a liberal 
form of government which means 
a government !hilt governs as little 
as possible and leaves civil society 

<l two-pilrty system. 
Any student of 
Ameri cil n politics 
will tell you !hilt there 
are fifty Democrill ic 
l'arties anJ fifty Re­
publiciln l'<~rlies . A 
Democrill from New 
York does not sh<~re 
milny of the views of 
a Democri'lt from the 
south . 

'Celebrate'? 

1 can't bear to use the word 'celebrate' when 
it come to fifty years after independence. We created 
three lndias out of one India in fifty years. We did 
not control the population . If only we can control 
population we can control many things . The great 
danger is unchecked urbanisation. Even after fifty 
years we are still not a well-knit nation but a group 
of countries all the time creating new problems while 
trying to solve our existing problems. 

S . P. Godrej 
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free to secure its own rights and of those who voted in the 1998 elec-
freedoms. lions to the Lok Sabha has been 

reflec teJ in the composition of the 
present parliament. 

'Sir, Our Votes Were Wasted' On the other 
hand, the system of 
voting may not be the 
real issue but the per­
version of the Con­
stitution by the p oli­
tici<ms. It is nei !her 
the Constitution nor 
the absence of a sys­
tem of proportional 
representation or a 
presidential form of 
government. It is a 
question of national 

I don't remember how many times I contested, 
but everytime I lost, voters would come and tell me 
'Sir, our votes were wasted .' This is a very serious 
comment on our electoral system. This statement 
should therefore be interpreted as a signal coming 
from the voters that there is need to reform the 
electoral system. Perhaps we need to introduce an 
element of proportional representation plus first past 
the post as in Germany - 50% directly elected and 
50 % votes cast directly for the party. Had such a 
system been in vogue, perhaps the composition of 
the present parliament would have been different. 

Proportional Representiltion 

Mr. Minoo M<ls<lni who has 
been a long time camp<ligner for 
electoral reform often observeJ that 
the British system of first p<lsl the 
post is unsuited to Indio beca use 
the lnJian people who h<lve ol.<llin 
temperament (witness the multiplic­
ity of parties) hove <ldopleu an 
Anglo Saxon system. What lnJia 
neeJs is <ln electnral sys tem baseJ 
on proportional represenl<llion . This 
however Joes not finJ f;wour with 
national parties who argue that in 
a country like lnJia ;vith its high 
level of illiteracy, a system of l'R 
will not work because it is too com­
plicated ignoring the fa ct that 1'1< 
is alreoJy be ing prilcliseJ in the 
el ec tions to the Rojyil Silbha . The 
Co ngress when in po>ver was not 
in f<wour of 1'1< anJ now that the 
RJP sees itself in power it too m<ly 
change its position on 1'1<. 

The system of first past the 
post results in a l;nge pe rcentage 
of voles being l <~ rge ly unrepresented . 
rnr instance how mu ch of the o2% 

Sadanand Varde 

character and of 
building up national priorities. 

A Cill ender of Elections 

In the UniteJ States there is 
a kind of ca lendar of elections laiJ 
Jm,·n in their Constitution. Every 
fpu r years on a pa rl icula r J ale l'resi­
Jenli rl l elections are heiJ ; he takes 
office nn a specifieu Jay; he serves 
for f11ur yea rs; has another term of 
fpur years anJ that's fin<ll. Simi­
larly elections to the US Congress 
are lwiJ every two years on a fixeJ 
Jale in the calendar. There are no 
miJ term polls in between. That 
is how the richest country in the 
woriJ runs its Jemocrilcy . We, on 
the other hanJ , the poorest democ­
ra cy in the world are hoiJing elec­
tions every eighteen months! ShouiJ 
we not hilve a Co nstitution amend­
m e nt whereby parliament has a five 
year term anJ a calenJar of elec­
tions for each level of government 
anJ for each kinJ of position? 

This is what Mr. I'. i\. Sangma, 
the Speaker of the 11th J.ok Sabha 
has been soyi ng, that I' a rl ia menl 
must be electeJ for a fixeJ perioJ 

Fn·, ·t!ot/1 First :\f'ril .. f"" '' / .'J!JR 

of five years . lf there is a deadlock 
of governance, parliament should 
not be dissolved and there should 
not be fresh elections. If whosoever 
is called by the President to form 
the government does not get a 
majority he should not be required 
to resign <lnd the government should 
continue till the President is satis­
fied that an alternate government 
is possible. 1 his will also curb 
defections and political opportun­
ism may, to some extent, be con­
trolled . In other words, if there is 
a vote of no-confidence against a 
government it should not go out 
of office until the President has found 
an alternative. 

Doesn't this place too great 
a burJen on the l'resiJent? What 
happens if we get a President who 

Indian Democracy 
Not for Them 

Even in the United Kingdom, 
which is a one language and, largely, 
a one religion country, till the middle 
of the 19th century democracy did 
not function in the true sense of 
the term. In the United States, from 
cab drivers to oresidents and vice­
presidents of large corporations are 
much more critical of their senators 
and congressmen than we are of 
our elected representatives. That 
is part of democracy. At interna­
tional conferences which I attended, 
strong arguments were advanced 
by South East Asian countries, who 
were strongly of the view that the 
kind of democracy in India was not 
suitable for their countries. I thought 
there was a point in their argument 
that after 200 years of colonial rule 
preceded by centuries of feudalism 
it is difficult to straightaway jump 
that into a Westminster model of 
democracy. 

Viren J. Shah 
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could play all sorts of gilmes ilnd 
tricks with Parlicnnenl if he haJ that 
authority. Would this not get us 
into a worse mess than we are in. 
It is true we have had Presidents 
who should never have been Presi­
dents. It is equillly true thilt we 
had people who should not have 
been Prime Ministers. Hut one cannot 
escape the fact lhnl somebody has 

I told you it did not matter if you were 
corrupt' What people want is a clean. 
stable government as you have 
promised' 

COURTESY: R. K. Laxman and The Times 
oflndia . 

to lake the respo nsibility of shoul­
Jering the buruen of finuing some 
WilY of ensuring stilbility in politi­
cally confusing situations. The l'resi­
Jent hils for filr too long been co­
cooned . lie ought to hilve a more 
Jefinitive voice and should concern 
himself ilbout stobility in on uncer­
tain situillion. The foci is, h<wing 
accepted thepi!rliilmentilry system, 

• parties determine, more or less, the 
way in which governments are 
fo rmed ond who forms the govern­
m ent. The present system is just not 
going to work!my more in this coun-
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try beccwse what we are going to 
have are more fractured verdicts, 
m ore hung parliaments. So the Presi­
dent has to be given the respon­
sibility. I [e has to be told that his 
is a very arduous job ilnd no longer 
a cushy one where he signs on the 
dolled line as some Presidents did 
in the past. 

There is a provision in the 
German Constitution which pre­
vents Cl vole of no confidence against 
the Chancellor unless an alterna­
tive has been chosen but by the 
pi!rliamentilriilnS. 

Stilbility and Growth 

In countries like Relgium or 
Hilly even during periods when there 
are no governments, the country 
functions beciluse the bureilucrilcy 
is strong. Italy is one of the boom­
ing economies of Europe. This shows 
!hill frequent changes of govern­
ment may not ilffec\ industry IP 

\hill extent if industry is not shilck­
leJ by government policy. During 
the Jonolo l'ilrly regime (1977-/Y) 
some very significiln\ growth \\'ilS 
recorJt>d because members of the 
)ilnn\il l'ilrly were so 

scope for the President to form a 
nationill government, asking par­
liament to elect a leader like the 
Pope is elected, etc. are manifes­
tillions of our frustration with the 
system. But no kind of long endur­
ing reforms are possible unless the 
voters force politicians and politi­
co! parties to change. Amendments 
to stiltules will not come easily if 
f rilctured mandates are going to con­
tinue. Perhilps the best way is voter 
ed ucillion. Every voter has to be 
to lJ \hill he has to cast his vote so 
thill the country can hilve a gov­
ernment. If this is not ingrained in 
a voter we will have a distorted 
reflection of the people's mandate 
in the legislil\ures. If we go in for 
amendments (our Constitution hils 
been amenJeJ so milny times \hilt 
even Ambedkilr would not recog­
nise it!) or even asking the Presi­
d e nt under article 85(2) to ask the 
Lnk Sabha to elect its leilder, may 
b~ il good 'Hilnd Aid ' solution in 
toJily'ssi\un\ion . Rut whilt happens 
if tomorrow we get a crooked l'resi­
Jenl; or il !'resident who has no will 
tlf his own; or a !'resident who has 
nn vision. O ne d oes not chilnge the 

busy quilrreling 
among themselves 
\h ill lh t> bureilucrills 
not only kept the gov­
ernment going. but 
the economy ilCtunlly 
reco rJeJ il growth 
mu c h better thnn 
""hill it WilS unJ er 
earlier 's lilble ' gov-

Indian Elections - A Non-event Overseas? 

ernmen\s. 

Unrealistic Propos­
als 

The kinJ of re­
forms we nre \ill king 
abotll including the 

I have just returned from Africa . At a meeting 
of retired Generals and Air Marshals who are fighting 
for peace, every one of th em from 26 countlies, were 
concerned about our elections. But the coverage was 
minimal and I could not get information on what 
was happening . 

The Sri Lankan representative was constantly 
badgering me wanting to know what was happening 
in India. When I asked him why he was so interested, 
he said he was interested because what happens 
in India will affect them in Sri Lanka. And this was 
the same refrain from the General from Pakistan . 
Because they realise that stability in India is going 
to affect the whole sub-continent . 

Maj. Gen. E. D'Souza 
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rules of the game because we can­
no t play the game. 

Disfranchised! 

I voted in all previous elec­
tions, but this was the first time 
I could not vote despite having my 
identity card. I was asked to go 
from one polling booth to another, 
wasting nearly two hours. Many 
like me, had to return home without 
voting. 

S. S. Bankeshwar 

But who is not playing the 
game? The politicians or the peo­
ple? The InJ ian people have playeJ 
the game. They have exerciseJ their 
right to vote. /\nJ successive elec­
tions in recent years have resulleJ 
in a hung parliament. It is easy to 
say that ·we must eJucate anJ Jis­
cipline our politicians. I low Joes 
one Jo it. 1\s for etmenJ ing th e Con­
stitution it cannot be saiJ that 
wh<~lever is in the Constitution is 
the ultimate in political wisJom . H 
in terms of our experience a change 
is neeJeJ, we shouiJ give thoug ht 
to it. 

A 2-Round Election Me~ybe? 

lnsleaJ of I'R why not con­
siJer a two-rounJ electiun. In the 
first rou nJ all canJ iJilles contest. 
In the seconJ rounJ only the lop 
two ce~nJiJClles will be eligible to 
contest. This will inJirectly bring 
about a two-pa rty system. 

Postal Ballot 

AnJ while on the subject of 
electoral reform is it not a mil ller 
for surprise that the fitt es t orgilni­
salion in lnJiet toJay, the 1\rmeJ 
rorces, is not permilteJ to use the 
poslill billlol. Thill mea ns at least 
a million voters Clre JenieJ their 

right to vole. These million votes 
couiJ well have lilteJ the balance. 
It is surprising that all these yeus 
servicemen who have been JefenJ­
ing the country with their lives hilve 
not been given a chance to vote. They 
are not asking for proxy vote i.e. 
their vote being cast on their behalf 
by their families . They want to vote 
themselves. AnJ the only way they 
canJoso is through thepostill ballot. 

Indifference to the Voter 

In one of the wards in 
Ghatkopar (a Mumbai suburb), 
some local workers called an All­
party meeting. There were 23 
candidates in that constituency and 
all the 23 who were invited, prom­
ised to speak to the gathering. The 
meeting was to begin at 8.30 p.m. 
We were there at 8.15 p.m. We 
waited till 10.30 p.m. when we 
dispersed. Not one candidate turned 
up for the meeting. Th is indicates 
total indifference to the voter. 

Usha Mehta 

ThentherearearnunJ 10mil­
lion h;mJ icappeJ people who e~re 
unable to vole because of their hanJ i­
Cilp ilnJ ilre prilctically J isf riltKhiseJ. 
They too neeJ the filci lity of a post ill 
billlol. 

Accounlttbility 

l'oliticill pilrlies ttre not so­
ciill service orgilnisations. Hy Jefi­
nition th ey ilre there to Cilplure 
power ilnJ enjoy the material 
benefits of power for themselves 
etnJ others. We CIS citizens shouiJ 
lilke aJv<mtilge of this expeclillion 
of politiciilns e~nJ get the electeJ 
represenlillive to be responsive il nJ 
accounlilble to us. ll is high time 
\-Ve i nnovateJ the J emoc ral ic proc­
ess so tha t it Jelivers the gooJs-
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the welfare of the people. 

If citizens would get a com­
mitment from candidates that they 
would meet them definitely, spe­
cifically and periodically, I think 
the work would begin. We should 
tell MPs anJ MLAs that if they don't 
meet us regularly we will force them 
to resign. ror one thing political 
parties have no other way of get­
ting into power. For another, other 
political parties would want to take 
advantage of the unpopularity of 
an incumbent not belonging to their 
puty. We thus create a situation 

Making MPs and MLAs 
Accountable 

Some of us have started a 
small citizen action group in our 
constituency and when we call 
candidates (we have had two elec­
tions, one municipal and one for 
parliament) they are very prompt 
in responding . We make it clear 
that we are not asking for a favour 
nor making a request, but are 
demanding their response as citi­
zens. When this happens an MP 
or MLA knows that the constitu­
ency he represents knows its mind 
and will vote based on perform­
ance. Even in a situation where the 
electorate is very confused, if there 
was an MP who did good work, 
people have voted for him . 

Since democracy reflects 
society and people, how we im­
prove the standard of morality, the 
standard of activism, the standard 
of responsibility of the citizen are 
important questions. We must make 
the constituency the basic unit of 
our democratic system. The an­
swer to today's evils is activism of 
the right kind and involvement of 
the citizen . 

Mary Thomas 
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where we compel porlies onJ con­
JiJoles to vie with eoch ot her to 
Jeliver the gooJs. 

Maturing of Indian Democracy? 

/\re the results of 1996 onJ 
1998 signs of the moturing of In­
Jion Jemocrocy? RojivGonJhicame 
in 19M promising cleon govenment 
implying thereby tho! the previous 
government (leJ by his mother) was 
corrupt. Yet he saiJ he would co n­
!imJe the legilcy of Mrs. GonJhi. 
Sonio ConJhi h<~s Jone exoctly the 
some. She hos opologiseJ for a lithe 
misJemeonnrs of the Congress porty 
but promiseJ to continue the Nehru­
Ga nJ hi legCicy! This leoJs to con­
fusion in the voters' minus which 
expresses i !self CIS on emotiona I vote. 
It is Jifficult to share the optimism 
of those ·w ho soy tho! this shows 
m il lurity . Who! WCIS mature in the 

way both the HJP anJ the opposi­
tion porlies in ur behoveJ? 

Rs .1,000 crores is whilt it costs 
the exchequer to conJuct elections . 
That is not what mokes politicians 
and politicol porlies hesitant to go 
to the polls agoin. No politicion hos 
won his l.ok Sobho election under 
Rs.l5 lokhs ./\nJ no politicion has 
won on election in a stroightfor­
WorJ mi'lnner. They hove been CIS 

crookeJ as they co n be. It costs a 
conJiJ<lle a crore and more to get 
electeJ to the l.ok Sabha. Th<~l is 
what is holJing them bClck. rorce 
a few more elections on them, bleeJ 
them economicrtlly rtnJ the country 
wouiJ gotowrtrJs rt bi-pol<lr entity. 

19YH WCIS Cl replicrt of 1996; 
1996 was replica of 19S9 rtnJ to 
someexten\1 991. 1\'o Jecisive results 
in rtny of these elections. l'erhrtps 

The Elusive Alternative 

The Indian voter has still not 
found a politically viable alternative 
to the Congress at the Centre. In 
the states we are slowly settling down 
to a two-party system - a regional 
plus either the Congress or the BJP. 
All non-Congress governments or coa­
litions that we have had since 1977 
have been reactions to Congress 
misrule, the emergency etc. but we 
haven't had alternatives. The day 
that happens probably the Indian voter 
will settle for a two-party or two broad 
groupings of parties. The Congress 
itself was a coalition in which an S. 
K. Patil and a Krishna Menon could 
co-exist. It was essentially a power 
structure. A similar kind of coalition 
which would be a politically viable 
alternative to the Congress has yet 
to emerge. 

Arvind Oeshpande 

The Emergence of the Backward Castes 

A majority of Indians are illiterate. These illiterate classes are largely made up of Scheduled Castes 
(SC), Scheduled Tribes (ST), Other Backward Classes (OBC) and other minori ti es- the las! being generally 
converts from other communities . Until recently, these communities were not pol iticall y aware and did 
not realise the power of the vote. This lack of awareness generally benefited mainstream political parties. 

Over a period of time, because of the spread of higher education including university qualifications, 
these castes entered white collar services , in managerial positions in government and public sector 
corporations . As a result, there has been a greater realisation of the value of the vote and their right 
to vote for a candidate of their choice, without fear of consequence . And in recent years, there has 
been the emergence of political parties and candidates with whom they can identify and call their own. 

What we are witnessing is a period of transit ion when political power is gradually shifting from 
caste Hindus into the hands of the Slwdras and Ati-Shudras (I use these words deliberately to convey 
the fact that the lowest in the caste hierarchy are emerging on top) . As Swami Vivekananda once said, 
until now the Brahmins. the Kshatriyas and the Vaishyas ruled . Now the Shudras and Ati-Siwdras will 
rule . 

A fractured verdict will continue for some more time . Political parties and coalitions of political 
parties will get increasingly polarised. Finally, there will be only two or three major political groupings, 
some of which will be led by the Shudras and Ati-Siwdras. 

Dr. Amitabh 
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the Indian voter feels that there is 
no single party or combination of 
parties which is fit to rule this 
country. And perhaps he is sending 
a s ignal - why don't you come 
together. Is it possible to put such 
an interpretation on what the voter 
is trying to say? Is democracy a 
permanent duel between the ruling 
party anu the opposition? 'Oppose, 
expose,uepose', is what H . V. 
Kamath used to say. /\nu if from 
the first day a party comes to power 
the party in oppositionstetrts prepa­
rations for unseating it, I uo not 
think we are anywhere near solv­
ing our problems. Therefore the most 
charitable interpretation that one 
can put on this successive lack of 
decisive mandate is that perhaps 
the people want political parties to 
come together to solve their prob­
lems because this or that party no 
longer makes any difference to them. 

Our experience of govern-

ments in the eetrly years of 
independence leads us to equate 
stability with the domination of 
government by one party. The kind 
of stability which we had during 
Congress rule was, in a sense, a 
historic accident. The Congress was 
not a political party in the 
conventional sense. It reaped 
dividends from the role it played 
as the national movement. 

Mahatma Gandhi was so right 
when he recommenued the disso­
lution of the Congress party and 
its replacement by a new anu viable 
system. That appears to be the 
direction in which politics is moving 
today. Hut there is still a long way 
to go. Meanwhile, the voter will 
continue to remain confuseu until 
groups of ind ivid ua Is like ourselves, 
the press, the intelligentsia are able 
to distinguish between national, state 
and municipal elections. 

Democracy in a Country with Diversities 

Why are we assuming that democracy is an ideal form of government. 
It is the best form of governrnent under the circumstances, not necessarily 
an ideal government. An ideal government could be the rule of the wise. 
But the problem is : who selects the wise and how do you define the wise. 

On the one hand, we say that India is a pluralist country; that India 
has many reg ions, many sects, many castes , many communities and many 
religions. Then why are we surprised if the election results reflect these 
diversities? Why should the BJP expect to have a national mandate? Why 
should the Congress, for that matter, expect a national mandate? It could 
get a national mandate during the pre-Independence period and for some 
years after Independence, because it had a one-point programme to which 
a lot of people could subscribe. 

I have always wondered how the Westminster model would take 
roots in our country. After fifty years, we have to come to terms with the 
fact that we cannot expect the same principles and the same way of working 
as it has worked elsewhere. In these fifty years, institutions have changed, 
the ethos has changed, principles have changed and a whole generation 
of voters has changed . Their expectations and aspirations are different and 
we need to realise that. 

V. K. Sinha 
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What the Constitution 
did not anticipate? 

Dr. Granville Austin, a leading 
American scholar who has worked 
extensively on the Indian Constitution 
is struck by the fact that its framer~ 
did not anticipate a situation in which 
no single party would have a majority 
in Parliament. What is more striking 
is that the issue did not even figure 
during the debate on Constitution 
making. 

His own guess was that 
probably it had something to do with 
the "supremacy" of the Congress at 
that time. So overpowering and all­
pervasive was its presence that it did 
not occur to its leaders that one day 
the party might not be in a majority. 
"If someone then had asked Nehru 
what happens if there is no majority 
party, I don't know what he would 
have said. I guess he would have said: 
We will have to work that out when it 
happens. In the context of the time, 
from 1946 to 1950, I guess it is not 
surprising that they did not anticipate 
such a situation". 

He repeatedly made the point 
that no Constitution was perfect and 
his own understanding of the Indian 
Constitution was that conceptually it 
had withstood the test of time. Finally, 
a Constitution was as good as the 
people who "worked it". He seemed 
to be against Making a Constitution 
too rigid . For he felt that if you lay 
down too many rules, you might end 
up curbing the role of individuals in 
running a democracy. 

Asked how he assessed the 35 
years of the Indian Constitution and 
democracy he was writing about, he 
said they were a "great success 
story". He rejected the view that 
parliamentary democracy in India had 
fa iled and said he was "not convinced" 
that a presidential system would be 
more effective. He explained at length 
the downside of the U.S. presidential 
system and said that even after 200 
years, it was far from perfect. 

The Hindu, March 16, 1998. 
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A Turning Point 

Amit Dholakia 

An analysis of the 1998 parliamentary election points to a potential 
turning point in the working of the Indian political system. 

Elections are relatively 
prosaic events in the affluent anJ 
homogeneous West ern societies, 
leaJing to the continuation or change 
of ruling esl<lblishments. In contras t, 
a parliamentary e lec tion is the 
seconJ largest public festival after 
Oi\-vali in lnJia , involving the 
participation of millions of people 
of J iverse backgrounJs anJ 
interes ts . 

An analysis of the 1998 
parliamentary election points to a 
potential turning point in the 
working o f the lnJian political 
system. 

The fraclureJ manJate that 
gave us a fourth hung parliament 
in a row follows an accel erateJ 
fragmentation of the party system, 
anJ might engenJer conJitions for 
another election before the turn of 
the millennium. The social churn­
ing of the las t few years has given 
space to more tha n l wo score parties 
in the present Lok Sabha. The 
electora lly relevant socia 1 and re­
gional segments that have been 
crystalliseJ and legitimized in the 
la s t five J ecaJes now finJ the so 
called national parties ineffective 
in giving them politi ca l represen­
te~ti o n e~nd systemic identification. 
The erosion of the l eg itime~cy e~nJ 
social basis of the mainstrea m 
national parties is a clea r inJication 
of the "representational crisis" of 
)nJianJ emocracy.lndeeJ, theJanata 
Oal, that gave us three Prime 
Ministers in the last ten years, he~s 

J.J 

practically ceaseJ to exist, except 
in a few Jistricts . 

A genuine nati onal party 
claiming to represent and accom­
moJe~te the interests o f e~ll ce~stes, 

communities e~nd regions (like the 
Congress o f the 1950s anJ 1960s) 
is less likely to arouse popular 
sentiments in future . The officially 
registered national pe~rti es too have 
been compelleJ to regionalize anJ 
specialise their appeal, iJeology or 
membership. The steaJy trenJ of 
regionalisa ti on and ltK<~Iisa ti o n of 
po liti cs was visible even in the fa ct 
that the perform<~ IKe of governments 
in a large number of ste~les like 
Mahare~shtra, Tamil NaJu, AnJhra 
Pradesh, Orisse~, etc. determined the 
voting pattern of their people in the 
Lok Sabha election. 

Enter Re~lpolitik 

lnJia he~s truly entereJ an era 
of coalitional government and al­
liance politcs in which regiona l 
parties ho ld the key to power in 
New Delhi. The arithmetic of power 
Jicte~t es the adoption of right strat­
egies a nd the forging of a winning 
<~lli;:mce with the rig ht se t of re­
gion<~] groupings, leaving aside 
doctrine~! purity, pe~st memories or 
cultural incompatibiliti es. Su ch 
<~lli;mces are likely to be loose <~nJ 
non-iJeologi c<~ l. Members will be 
free to join and leave depenJ ing on 
the best be~rgain they cc1n get. 
Defections will be glorified in the 
name of na tional interest. The qu eer 
nature of some of the marriages of 
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convenience arrived at by parties 
before and after the election proves 
the aJage the~t poli tics is indeed the 
art of the possible. 

Congress in Retreat 

Stripped of the comforts of . 
the one party dominance system 
that prevaileJ till 1989, the Con­
gress party t ode~y finJs itself as just 
one of the actors in a competitive, 
multi- party system. f-or the first 
time in its history, it has e~ccepteJ 
second p osi tion to ano ther group 
o f parti es heaJ eJ by the Bhara tiya 
jana ta !'arty (Hjl') in te rms of the 
vote share. Refusing to l ee~rn les­
sons from the failure of its ste~r 

campaigner Sonie~ Ge~ndhi to con­
vert mamm o th crowds at her 
meetings into votes, anJ the Jeep 
morass in whiL~ J y nastic rule anJ 
lack of intra-party J enwcra cy have 
la ndeJ the o rganisa tion, the con­
Jiti oned reflex action of the Con­
gress has dri ven it to reso rt to the 
magic of the fe~mily name to recap­
ture it s pre-eminence in Indian 
politics. The party has conceJeJ its 
\raJ ilional vole banks to compet i­
to rs, thanks to the iJ eologice~l mess 
o f its own crea ti o n and la ck o f 
political will. 

BJP versus the Rest 

The age o iJ "Congress ver­
sus the rest " type of line-up of 
political parties has now Jecisively 
turneJ into "HJI' versus the res t" . 
The index of opposition unity now 
re fers to parties opposeJ to the Kj 1'. 
The transformati on of the HJI' from 
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an urban, middle-class party of 
western and northern India to a 
nation-wide organisation that has 
made considerable inroads into the 
tribal, Dalit and OBC vole, and a 
symbolic penetration into the 
muslim vole, has been as dramatic 
as its wearing of an image of ideo­
logical moderation, consensus and 
inclusiveness. No maller, if this is 
made possible by the adoption of 
tactics and acts the pcuty once 
denounced as "pseudo-secularist". 
The inevitable divergence between 
the ingrained ideo logical convictions 
of Hillllutva monitored by the Sa11glt 
Parivar and the political compul­
sion of ingratiating secular allies 
like Ramakrishna I-legde, George 
rernandes, Jayalalitha and Mamta 
Banerjee promises interesting po­
litical developments within the 
ruling all ia nee. 

Voters' New Parameters 

The fragmentation oft he party 
system has a proverbial silver lin­
ing. It demonstrates that the Inuian 
people have conclusively rebuffed 
the vicious efforts of power-hun­
gry parties to polarise them on the 
non-issues of communalism and 
secularism. The last election J iJ not 
turn into a plebiscite on either the 
13JI' 's I Jilltfutva a genua or other 
parties' secular agenda . Both reli­
gion and secularism are ephennaral 
and tenuous issues to mobilise 
masses politically. In the act of 
voting, most citizens might have 
been innuenced by Jelerminanls like 
caste, tribe, regional concerns, 
charisma and so on; but few could 
saiJ to have made a clear choice 
between communalism anJ secu­
larism . Slowly, non-ascriplive fac­
tors anJ assessment of \,he 

performance of the incumbent 
government are tempering the 
voting behaviour of Indian citizens . 
The facility of explaining the suc­
cess of specific political parties by 
reference to the concept of "vole 
banks" of dalits, muslims, tribals, 
backward castes, etc. hascomeunJer 
suspicion. There is limited uniform­
ity in the voting behaviour of the 
members of these communities who 
vole freely for Jifferent political 
parties in different regions or within 
the same region. 

The age of ideology is finally 
over in Indian politics. As tes­
tified by their read-alike mani­
festos, all leading parties share 
an agreement over fundamen­
tal policy issues relating to lib­
eralisation, globalisation and 
social development, except for 
a bunch of anachronistic and 
incorrigible marxist ideologues. 

Stability Ignored 

The people appear to have 
given short shrift to the idea of 
stability of government despite the 
Congress and the HJP projecting 
stability as their main campaign 
issue. Overlooking a string of three 
weak and unstable governments in 
a span of twenty m onths in the 
previous l .ok Sabha, the voters have 
produceJ a similarly unsle~ble 

configuration of seals in the new 
Pe~rliament. In an environment of 
rnpiJ socio-economic chnnges e~nJ 
polilicise~lion of the mosses in a 
heterogeneous society, n spell of 
instability looks inevitnble. Rather 
lhnn replay the forty years ' expe­
rience of sle~gnation, recklessness 
and nuthoritarian proclivities of 
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A Turning Point 

highly stnble one-party govern­
ments, essentially based on skewed 
representation, people seem will­
ing to risk inslnbility for the sake 
of a genuinely representative and 
accountable government that is 
ree~Jy to share power with a lot of 
ethnic and linguistic groups. Inter­
estingly, the much-reviled unstable 
governments of the last one decade 
achieved notable strides in polili­
cising and democrali~ing hitherto 
dormant sections 1ike the interme­
diary ce~stes, nnd displayed flexibil­
ity e~nd consellsue~l approach in 
tackling serious problems rele~ling 
to Kashmir, Punjab and inter-stale 
disputes . 

End of Ideology 

The twelfth Lok Snbha elec­
tion campaign was carrieJ out on 
the strength of non-ideologicnl 
slogans. The age of ideology is fine~lly 
over in Indian politics. As testified 
by their reaJ-e~like me~nifestos, all 
leading parties share nn e~greement 
over funJamental policy issues 
relating to liberalise~tion, globa­
lise~tion and socinl development, 
except for a bunch of e~nachronislic 
and incorrigible marxist ideologues. 
At another level, power politics, 
bereft of e~ny scruples, has left limited 
space for goodness, honesty and 
moral Jebnle in the new pnrlie~ment. 
Some of the proven corrupt and 
criminal elements are back in their 
seats. 'Power by all menll<; nnd power 
at e~ny cost' is the carJinal principle 
molivnting today'sself-seeking and 
opportunistic political class which 
tree~ts elections ns a license to rule 
and converts official posts into 
money-minting shops. 

Pe~rties do not offer compel-

IS 
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ing frameworks of normative iJen­
tification. They are no longer looked 
upon as agencies of socio-economic 
transformntion. No one trusts the 
politician or takes his words and 
promises seriously. He says one 
thing before election, and quite 
another thing after it is over. No 
·wonder, in the absence of the 
ideological or moral appeal, parties 
made efforts to catch the public 
imagination through mulli-dimen­
sioni'll advertising hard-sell aimed 
at projecting a favourable Jll'r~nnu 
am.l chorismo of on /\tol Hihori 
Vojpayee or a Sonii'l Gandhi. 

TV Coverage 

The odvenl of Si'llellite televi­
sion has significontly Rllered the 
methods i'lnd chorocter of politico! 
communicotion in Indio . The su­
perli'ltive quality of marothon pre­
and post-election television debates 
among politicians of different hues 
suggests tho! like the western 
democrocies, TV will be i'ln impor­
tonl plRyerond determimml in future 
elec\o rol gnmes . Unlike the print 
medin, TV mi'lkes illiterncy a re­
dundant fCictor in the tri'lnsmission 
ofpolitici'll messRges./\ccording to 
one estimate, Clbout 90 per cent of 
Jnd in is covered by television sig-

nc;ls. Ry the ye<~r 2000, 63 million 
TV sets will proviJedirector indirect 
occess to <lbout 378 million viewers 
who constitute about 40 per cent 
of InJian households. Even if just 
five per cent of them WCltch elec-

The advent of satellite televi­
sion has significantly altered 
the methods and character of 
political communication in 
India. The superlative quality 
of marathon pre-and post-elec­
tion television debates among 
politicians of different hues 
suggests that like the western 
democracies, TV will be an im­
portant player and determinant 
in future electoral games_ 

tion-rel<~led coverage, it trflnsl<~tes 
into a viewership of millions, much 
lorger than the lorgest public 
meetings put together. No politi­
ci<~n con offnrJ to ignore this 
mRmmoth auJience. The HJP 's 
fortunes improved a lot owing to 
the Jeft orfllnrinl skills displnyeJ 
by its leoJers, especiolly /\lol Hihori 
V<~jp<~yee, in the live telecasts of 
debates on three confiJence-motions 
in the previous parliRmenl. Elec­
tion-relCiteJ TV broaJcasls olso hove 

'Yet I keep on voting' 

A Turning Point 

Cl lr1tent J<inger of trivi<llising po­
litical discourse ond forcing poli­
tici<lns lo resort to che<lp theRtrics 
to ch<Hm the viewers. 

Democratic Ritual 

Elections in India are increas­
ingly ending up CIS grand exercises 
in democrfltic ritui'll. Counting of 
heads has become the mnin preoc­
cupntion of parliament. 1\ slightly 
higher voter turnout in this election 
CIS compored to 1996 elections does 
not indicnle enh<lnced legitimRcy 
of pnrties Rnd their postures in the 
minds of the people. Election 
outcomes do not oddress fundn­
menlfll priorities of drinking \-Vater, 
heolthcnre, sheller, primory educn­
lion and so on; nor do they give 
us nccounlnble <~nJ gooJ govern­
ment. Ch<1nge of governments do 
not improve the people 's lot. Is it 
too much to expectlhnllhe twelfth 
Lok Snbhfl would oct os a true 
communici'ltinn link between the 
people anJ the government, <1nJ 
rise Clbuve rnmp;mt p<~rlisflnship tn 
tide over the criticol preJi cnm enls 
of our notion? 

Ml{ . A MIT DIIOLi\Kii\ is l.ecturn in th~ 
lJ~p.ulm~nl of l'olitic.1l Sci~n.:e, Th" Ma­
h.1r.1j .1 S.1y.1jir.10 Univ~rsity of B.uoda. 

The press has regularly hailed the Indian voter for his sagacity in choosing his representatives in the legislatures. What kind of sagacity is 
it that brings into Parliament a bandit queen with a track record of 49 murders or dacoities? What kind of sagacity is that which is moved by 
sympathy waves, spurious slogans like garibi hatao, and fascination with the Gandhi dynasty? 

And yet , once in a while, you do run across a bit of common sense. All booted and buttoned in a closed bandhgala coat a minister was 
campaigning in a Mumbai slum. Eventually he rounded a corner, and came upon a vast spread of rotting garbage that hadn't been cleared for 
weeks. With a great show of anger, he demanded to know why filth was allowed to accumulate. "Don't the scavengers come here regularly?" At 
the fringe of his audience an old wrinkled man chewed on his bidi for a moment, contemplating the question. Then, spitting out of the side of the 
mouth he answered: "Yes, sir, they do come; they come once in five years." 

But aside from such occasional wisdom, it is a slogan I saw on a Hyderabad wall (before Seshan's regime) \nat best describes the 
governments our voters choose: Government OFF the people, BUY the people, FAR the people. 

And , yet, I'll keep on voting . 
J. B. D'Souza, The Times oflndia, March 1, 1998. 
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She Came, She Waved, but Failed to Conquer 

V. Krishnamachari 

Almost everything about her became news - the colour of the saris 
she wore, the way she walked briskly. 

In 1977, after a year and half 
of her 'Emergency' rule, Mrs. Indira 
Gandhi orJereJ elections. There­
sult, we all know, was disa strllus 
to her and her party. If only she 
had the slightest inkling of her im­
pending defeat in Rae Rareilly, her 
pocket borough till then, by some 
one by the name of Raj Narain and 
the wiping out of her party from 
the en lire north, she would not haved 
lifted the 'emergency' much against 
Sanjay Candhi 's 'advice' and ven­
tured into an election, whatever her 
'concern ' for the opinion of the 
J emocratic West or whatever lillie 
fCiilh in demncrC~cy she might have 
inherited from her illustrious fCI­
lher. But she under-eslimCited the 
people's intelligence Clnd over-es­
tima ted the 'benefits ' of her 'emer­
gency rule ' as she SCIW them and, 
therefore, Clllowed hereself lobe leJ 
into beli ev ing lhC!t she ·wmtiJ win 
not less th;m 300 seC~ts . 

Mrs. Indira CCindhi of 1977 is 
being reca lled becCiuse, two dec­
ades lat er, her d aughter-in-law 
<~ppears to h<~ve lanJed herself in 
a similCH situation. After feigning 
initi;~l 'reluctance' lo come out of 
her private life a nd gel into active 
politics, she finally JeciJed to lCike 
the plunge, probably believing the 
calculation of her loyalists that the 
party "voulJ bounce bil ck to power, 
if only she wouiJ leaJ it. Mr. Kesri, 
for all his faults i:l nd shortcomings, 
Wi:1S nol in i:1 hurry lo pull down 
the u.r.. government (i:1lthough more 
thi:ln once he went to the brink) 
because he knew lh i:1 l his pi:1rty WCIS 

not yet ready for the electoral bat­
tle, but, not so the others, more 
especii:lll)' the "Sonia loyalists" like 
Arjun Singh. f.or them, the interim 
report of the Jain Commission came 
like mCinna from hei:lven. They ci:ll­
culated or rather miscalculated that 
the most opportune time had ar­
rived to pull down the u.r.. gov­
ernment so lhi:1t they could make 
an issue of Rajiv Gandhi 's assas­
sination, go to the people with Mrs. 
Sonii:1CCindhii:1l lhehelmand victory 
would be theirs . They sli:l ll eJ the 
proceedings of both Houses of 
Parliament for di:lys on end, forcing 
repei:1led i:ldjournments. Just one 
signi:ll from Mrs . Sonia Ci:lndhi to 
her (i:1 nJ her husband's) 'loyi:llisls ' 
wouiJ hi:1vechecked herpi:1rly I\1Ps . 
But, she h1oked on unconcerned . 
l'robi:lbly she thought that her men 
were on the right lri:lck and were 
aJopling the correctlll(l( /us nJit'runtfi. 

When, ultimi:llely, the elec­
ti ons came and Mrs . Sonia Ci:lndhi 
announced her decision to camp!lign 
for the Congress Ci:1nJiJi:1le 'with­
out any Jesire for power or posi­
tion for herself ' , Cong-ressmen 
beci:lmeetlphoricand Si:lid that their 
Ci:ldres were 'electrified'. In this eu­
phoriC! they believed lhi:ltthe whole 
ni:ltion Wi:ls 'elec trified '; and it Wi:1S 
just Wi:liting to swing the Congress 
way anJ that all whi:ll was needeJ 
Wi:1S lhi:1l Mrs. Sonia Ci:lndhi shouiJ 
go round the country i:lnd present 
herself before the charisma-starved 
milli ons . She diJ it. She is reported 
lo hi:1ve tri:lvelleJ 60000 kms . Jur­
ing her campi:lign. She received a 
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lot of media hype. Almost every­
thing about her became news- the 
colour of the saris she wore, the 
way she walked briskly, leaving 
behind her securi ty men or forcing 
them to run to catch up with her, 
the way she WC!ved to the crowd 
(sometimes in unison with Priyanka), 
how the crowus 'waited' for her 
;~nd surgt!d forward to get a glimpse 
of her, the way she gree ted in 
d ifferenl langui:lges in different 
regions - i:1 nd so on . At the end 
of it all, the Congress tally was just 
142, the si:lme humble li:1 lly thi:lt the 
non-charismatic Narasimhi:1 Rao 
could score in 1996. 

Despite such poor perform­
ance, Congress leaJers are vying 
with each other in glorifying Mrs. 
Sonia Ca nJ hi 's roleanJ her "magic". 
A gri:lleful 'W orking Commi tt ee 
passed Cl special resolution renect­
ing this sentiment. \Nhile one can 
understi:lnd the kind of reaction from 
Congressmen for whom a member 
of thedyni:lsty is like a 'fCimily deity', 
il is unfnrtuante lhi:1l even some 
senior journalists i:lnd pnlilici'll com­
menti:ltors have, in their post-elec­
tion ani:llysis, ti:llked of the 'Sonia 
mi'lgic'. l Jere are some hi:1rd fi:lcts 
which wouiJ demystify the so- Ci:1 1leJ 
'mi:lgic' . 

Mrs. Son ia CanJhi cam­
pi:1 igned in 141 constituencies . 
According to knowledgeable sources 
these were carefully chosen to 
include on ly th e 52 wh ere th e 
Co ngress hi:1d won in 1996 anJ the 
remi'lining where, on the bi:lsis of 
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1996 voting trends, the Congress 
hat.! fair chances of winning. But 
the Congress managet.l to win only 
in 48 constituencies (ns agnin~l 52 
in 1996) nnt.l lost all the rest. The 
enormity of the defeat v-.ro tlld be 
realiset.l when we hnve a look at 
some of the key constituencies where 
the Congress candit.lnles lost. 

Congress Rout 

Leading the list is Sriperum­
.buJur, ,the plnce of Rajiv Gandhi's 
martyrdom, from where Mrs. Sonia 
ConJhi hod commenceJ her cam­
paign on an emotiomll note; SCIIem 
(Tnmil Nadu) whereshecCimpaignet.l 
for theTNCC (I) l'resiJenl (n person 
calling himselflheTnmil Nadul~ajiv 

Congress won from here!); 
Chikmngnlur (Knrnalnkn) from 
where Mrs . Indira Ca nJ hi st<~geJ 
a comeback after the Jefeal in the 
post-emergency election (where now 
Veernppa Moily, former Chief 
Minister lust); I IoshCingnbnd (Sonia 
loyalist J\rjun Singh w<~s JefenleJ); 
New Delhi (R . K. Dhnwan, the dy­
n<~sly 's own man was defenl eJ); 
J\melhi (l~ajiv Gandhi 's constitu­
ency); l~ne Bareilly (I nd i rCt Ca nd hi 's 
constituency), f'hulpur (once 
Nehru's constituency), Nninilnl (N. 
D. Tiwari) and scores of other key 
conslitutencies in which the Co n­
gress lost. In I lyderabnd , she ad­
Jressed one of the biggest meetings. 
Rut the I IyJernbad seCit went to the 
MIM and SecunJerCibCIJ to the RJP. 
She had concenlrCiteJ her intensive 
CCimpCiign in U.P. nnJ rightly so. 
Rut, \Vhile her petrty Jrew Cl biCink, 
etccord ing to one report, 77 Con­
gress cCindidCites lost their deposit. 

Mrs . Cn nJhi went out of her 
way to etpologise to the people of 
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the PunjCib for her mother-in-lilw 's 
OperCilion Blue SLCi r of 1982. She 
even took her son-in-law (son of the 
soil) Juring her campCiign in the 
PunjCtb to highlight herpersonCillinks 
with lhnl stnle. The pnrly not only 
fCiileJ to win n single seCit but the 
percenLCige of votes polleJ by it WCIS 
the lowest ever in the electornl 
history of the PunjCI b. 

If, in MC1hnrnshlrn, the Con­
gress won ~H out of the 48 sents 
etnJ sent shock WCives to the ruling 
HJ 1'-Shiv SenCI combine, it wets 
entirely Jue to the hetrJ work Jone 
by Mr . ShCiraJ l'awnr nnd the 
unbei1 ti1ble nlliCince he haJ success­
fully forged with the Rl'l anJ the 
SCimCijwnJi I'Cirly.ln fCict, in Mumbni 
South Cenlrnl, the Congress Cllly, 
the Sl' lost by just 153 voles Clnd 
in Mumbni North West the SCime 
pCirly (TushCir Cnnd hi) lost by19,235 
voles . In both the plnces, the }nnCiln 
Dnl fl1llowed Cl dog-in-Lhe-mn.nger 
policy Cl nd spoiled the chnnces of 
the Sl' . Otherwise, the Lnlly of the 
Congress combine in MC1hC1rC1shlrCI 
would helve been 40 nul nf 4H . It 
wns n politicCII mirCicle wrought by 
ShCiraJ l'awar. Yet, his own pnrly 
men nre reluclnnl to give him the 
credit but try to look for i1 non­
existent 'Sonin mngic '. 

In HihCir, the Congress mCin­
etgeJ to silve fCice Clnd registered 
some presence lhCinks to Mr. Kesri's 
Lie-up with with his friend l.nloo 
l'rCISCid 's ~JD . 

During n pCinel discussion of 
election results on SLCirTV ( f'r<lnnoy 
Roy, Dnrnb SopuiwCI ICI and 
l~nngCirnjnn), it CCime out LhCil the 
Congress would helve added 9 seCILS 
to its CujCiri1l lnlly by merely hCiv-
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ing Cll1 nlliCince with Va~he l il's RJP. 
But, wi th the coming ofSonin, some 
of I he Congress leaJers been me over 
confideni nnd nrrogCinl nnJ spurned 
Vnghela . This is <1 negnlive aspect 
of the 'SoniCI fnctor '. 

The Queen C.m Do No Wrong 

With Mrs . So nia Cnndhi 
Inking over the PresiJenlship of the 
Congress nnJ illso becoming the 
ChCiirperson of the Cl'l', the dynCis­
t.jc succession is complete. Hut, the 
question is whether it is going to 
help the Congress . The m<ltmer in 
which she deetll with Ct mnjor ns­
signmenl ns C'Jngress chief, does 
not infuse confidence. Coming out 
of RCishlrCipnti HhCIVnn after meet­
ing the President, she LoiJ wniling 
newspersons Lh nt th e Congress 
would nnl sletke its cl<~im since it 
did not hnve the numbers . When 
inviting Mr. VnjpCiyee, the Presi­
dent, in his communique referred 
to Mrs . Cnndhi's slillemenl to the 
press. J\ dil)' Iiller, Mrs . CCi ndhi LoiJ 
the CI'P lhnl she hCIJ , in fncl , 
informed the l'resiJenllh <~ l herpetrly 
wets in conle1cl with others Clnd LhCIL 
she would gel bCick to him on ~v!CI rch 
17. If thCil ·wns the position why n 
d ifferenl slCilemenllo the press? WCIS 
it smCirlness or inexperience o r 
ineptitude? In nny CCise, for the 
Congressmen, the Queen of the 
dynCisly could do no wrong. 

That the dynnsly hCis censed 
to commCind generCII respect, much 
less CIWe, wns cle<~r by the m<~ nner 

in which Ms . jCiyCIICIIilhCI mCIJe bold 
to biCISL Mrs. GCind hi right in the 
CCipiLCII under her very nose. 

Much hCis been sCi id Clboul 
former Co ngressmen returning to 
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the fold once Mrs . Sonin Gnnd hi 
cctme out to campnign. This wets 
just ctlrickle, that too by people like 
Mr. Mani Shankar lyer, for inst<mce, 
who have no grassroo ts base. On 
the conlrctry Ms. Mamilla Bctnerjee 
hns chosen to stay allied ·with the 
RJP al tough she made a courtesy 
cctll on Mrs . Sonict Cand hi . 

Immediately nfter the elec­
tio n results were known, a well 
known com m e ri cn l ho<t ruing 
(AMUL's hoarding) displayed the 
slogan: "So Nia yet so far" (pho­
ne tic for 'so nectr')- of cou rse frnm 
power. Thill is where the dynilsty 
finds itself s trilnded as of now. 

Mit V. KRISTTNAMACTTARI is~ rel ircd 
r.1ilw~y offici.1l ~nd ~freelance juurn.1list. 

I 've had thiJ ird dream 
twice Iince 0Jcar night ­

tha.t we're all on the 'Tita nic' 

SuoHIR DAR in 
The Pioneer 

Of the 2 71 women who 
contested these elections, 182 

· lost their deposit and only 43 were 
successful. 
(Based on a report in The Times of India 
of April 19) 

She Came, She Waved, but Failed to Conquer 

"SONIA GANDHI, INDIA'S BY ACQUISITION" 

Even the The Economist can gel caught in convoluted reasoning 
to explain a phenomenon that has a simple explanation. The following report 
datelined Delhi (The Economist, March 26-27), is on Sonia Gandhi's foray 
into electioneering. The correspondent of The Economist who filed the report 
takes the reader into 'Hindu tradition ' 'paraya dhan' and so on. Sluff and 
nonsense. As is so often the case. there is a simple explanation - a member 
of 'The Family ' is back at the hustings after a lapse of five years . Moreover 
she is a 'phirengi' and widow of an assassinated member of 'The Family'. 
This added to the curios ity which drew crowds. As for the lady's impact 
on the elections. Mr Krishnamachari 's article speaks facts. Incidentally does 
one sense in the report a nostalgia for the return of the Dynasty? The 
Economist does not normally fantasise . Hence the surprise. Ed. 

Indians are suspicious of foreigners , and still fight the ghost of the 
East India Company. Despite this, Italian-born Sonia Gandhi is regarded 
as not merely acceptable but a valuable morale-lifter by the quarter of the 
Indian electorate that supports the Congress party. The BJP fail ed in its 
attempt during the election campaign to create a scare about Sonia ushering 
in a Roman Raj . 

The reason is that Hindu tradition, which usually leads to female 
oppression, has worked to Sonia's advantage. Girls are regarded as financial 
liabilities that can ruin a poor family (leading in some parts of Punjab and 
Tamil Nadu to female infanticide). Parents have to spend money on a girl's 
upbringing and pay a hefty dowry when she is married . But her work then 
benefits the fam ily she marries into . 

Too often , cost-benefit analysis triumphs over parental love, and so 
parents spend less on the education and health care of girls tha n boys. 
Male literacy in India is 65%, female literacy 38%. In most countries , females 
outnumber males, but in India, the rat io of females to males has fallen 
steadily from 97.2% at the start of the century to 92. 7%, despite laws to 
promote women 's, and girls ' rights. 

Hindu family tradition refers to girls as paraya dhan , or "somebody 
else's wealth". "Somebody else's property" would be a more accurate description. 
A bride who turns out to have a heart ailment may be abandoned by an 
indignant husband claiming shoddy goods have been palmed off on him. 
In becoming the property of the family they marry into, women also take 
on its Ci.Jste label. It matters not what a woman's original caste or even 
nationality is; once she changes hands, Hindu tradition endows her with 
her husband's caste and status. 

For this reason Sonia is not viewed by Indians as a foreigner. They 
see her as a Gandhi, not an Italian. Thus, ironically, the very tradition that 
leads to female infanticide could one day enable her to become prime 
minister. 

COURTESY : The Economist, March 21, 1998 
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The Middle Way Approach 

Great changes are taking pl<~ce 
all over the world at the dawn of 
a new millennium. While the re are 
ins ta nces o f new conflicts breaking 
o ut, it is encouraging that we are 
also able to witness the emergence 
of a spirit of dialogue and reco n­
ciliation in many troubled parts of 
th e world. In some ways, thi s 
twen ti e th century could be called 
a century of war and bloodshed . 
It is my belief lhnl hum<~nily in 
genernl hns drnwn lessons from the 
expe ri e nces gil in eJ Juring thi s 
ce ntury . /\s a result , I believe the 
humnn community has become 
more mature. There is, therefore, 
hope !hil l with d ete rmina tio n nnd 
d edica tion, we ca n m nke the nex t 
century n century o f di<dog ue nnd 
non-violent con fli c t resolu tio n. 

Non-Viol ent Struggle 

Tod<~y, nS we commemor<~le 

the thirty-ninth anniv ersary of o ur 
freedom s truggl e, I wish to express 
my sincere apprecin lio n nnd great 
respect fo r the res ilience nnd pn-

Statement of His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama on 1Oth March , 1998 on the 
occasion of the Thirty-Ninth Ann iver­
sary of Tibetan National Uprising Day. 

The Dalai Lama 

Without peace and stability on the Tibetan 
plateau, it is unrealistic to believe that genuine 

trust and confidence can be restorEd in the 
Sino-Indian relationship. 

li enee shown by the Tibetan people 
in the fn ce o f tremend ous odds . The 
current si tunti on in Tibet cmd the 
lnck of <~ny substantive progress in 
resolving the Tibetan problem is no 
d oubt causing an increasi ng sense 
o f fru s lrnlion among mnny Tibet­
ems . I am concerned thnlsome might 
feel compelled to look for avenues 
other tha n p eace ful resolutio ns. 
While I und ers tand their predici'l­
ment , I wish to firmly reiternte o nce 
ag<~in the impor t<~ nee of <~biding by 
the non-vio len t co urse of our free­
d o m struggle. The pnth o f non­
violence must rem<1 in a mi'lller o f 
principle in our long and diffi cull 
qu es t for freedom. II is my firm 
belief thntthis nppro<~ch is the most 
beneficial <1nJ practical course in 
the long run. O ur pe<~ceful s trugg le 
until now hils g<~ined us the sy m­
pathy <~nJ admir<1tion of the inter­
nnl ionnl communi ty . Through o ur 
non-vio lent freeJom s tru ggle, we 
are nlsoselling an ex<~mp l eilnd thus 
contributing to the promotion of n 
global politici'll culture o f no n-vi o­
le nce <1nJ dinlogue. 

Encouraging Changes 

The sweepi ng chil nges ncross 
the globe hnve illso embrnced Chinn. 
The re form s, initiilted by Deng 
Xi<~oping , hilve altered not o nly the 
C hinese eco nomy, but also the 
politic<~l system, m il king it less 
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ideo log ical, less reliant on mass 
m obilisa tio n, less coercive, and .Jess 
s tifling fo r the average citizen. The 
government is also no tably far less 
centraliseJ . Moreover, the post­
Deng Xi<~oping le<1 d ership in C hina 
seems to h<~ve become m o re fl exible 
in it s inl e rn <~ li o n a l policy. One 
indic<1tion of this is China's greater 
pilrlicipilti on in int ernntio nal fo rn 
nnd cooperation with internntional 
o rgani sa ti o ns and agenci es. 1\ 
remark<1ble devel op m e nt and 
achi evement has been the s m oo th 
transfer o f !·lo ng Kong to C hinese 
sovere ig nty Ins \ yea r and Beijing's 
s ubsequ ent prngm<~tic and fl exible 
hanJiing of issues co ncerning !long 
Kong. /\l so recent sti'ltements from 
Beijing o n res ta rting cross-strait 
nego tia tio ns with Taiwan re fl ec t 
apparent fl exib il ity and soft ening 
o f its s ta nce. In s ho rt, there is no 
doubt tha t C hina today is a better 
place to live in thiln 15 or 20 yenrs 
ago. These n're his to ri c cha nges tha t 
are com menu ab le. llowever, China 
continues to fe1ce gre1ve human rights 
pro bl e ms anu o th er fo rmid nb le 
challenges. It is my hope that the 
new lee1ders hip in C hine1 , with this 
reneweJ con fid e nce, will he1ve the 
foresig ht e1nd courage to prov id e 
greater freed o m to the C hinese 
people . llis to ry teac hes us th a t 
mate ria l progress anu comfort a lo ne 
nre no t the full answer to the needs 
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anJ yearnings of any human society. 

Cultural Genocide in Tibet 

In stark contrast to these 
positive aspects of the development 
in China proper, the situation in 
Tibet has saJiy worseneJ in recent 
yea rs . Of late, it has become ap­
parent that Beijing is carry ing out 
what amounts toad eli berate policy 
of cultural genocide in Tibet. The 
infamous "strike harJ" campaign 
against Tibetan religionanJ nation­
alism has intensifieJ with each 
passing year. This CClmpaign of 
repression - initially confined to 
monas tries ami nunneries- has now 
been extended to cover all parts of 
Tibetan society. In some spheres of 
life in Tibet, we are witnessing the 
return of an atmosphere of intimi­
Ji'ltion, coercion ClnJ fear, reminis­
cent of the Ji'lys of the Culturi'll 
Revolution. 

Human Rights Violations 

In Tibet, human rights vio­
lil ti ons continue to be wiJe-spreilJ. 
These Clbuses of rights hilVei'l Jistinct 
character, anJ are aimed Cit pre­
venting Tibetans as Cl penple from 
asse rting their own iJenlity anJ 
cu lture ClnJ their wish to preserve 
it. This HuJJhist culture inspires 
the Tibetan people \Vilh VCllues ilnJ 
concep ts of love ilnJ compassion 
tha t are of practical benefit i'lnd 
relevance in daily life anJ hence the 
wish to preserve it. Thus, human 
rights violations in Tibet Clre often 
the result of policies o f ri'lcial and 
culturi'll Jiscriminalion i'lnJ Clre only 
th e symptoms ilnJ co nseq uences of 
a Jeeper problem . Therefore, Je­
spile some economic progress in 
Tibet, the humi'ln rights siltti'llion 
has not improveJ . It is only by 
aJJressing the funJClmenlal issue 
of Tibet thi'll the humi'ln rights 
problems can be overcome. 

It is an obvious fact thi'lt the 
saJ slate of Clffairs in Tibet is of no 
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benefit at all either to Tibet or to 
China. To continue along the present 
pClth does nothing to alleviate the 
suffering of the Tibetan people, nor 
does it bring stability anJ unity to 
Chini'l, which Clre of overriding 
importi'lnce to the leCldership in 
Beijing. Also, one o f the main 
concerns of the Chinese leaJ ership 
has been to improve its interna­
tional image and standing. How­
ever, its inability to resolve the 
Tibetan problem peacefully has been 
tarnis hing the international im1-1ge 
anJ reputation of China. I believe 
a solution to the Tibetan issue would 
have far-reac hing posi tive implica­
tions for China's image in the world, 
incluJ ing in its dealings with I long 
Kong anJ Taiwan. 

Self Rule Not Independence 

With regi'lrd to a mutually 
acceptable solution to the issue of 
Tibet, my position is very 
slrClighlforwClrd. I am not seeking 
inJepenJence. As I hi'lvesaid mi'lny 
times before, whClt I am seeking is 
for the Tibetan people to be given 
the opportunity to hi'lve genuine 
self-rule in order to preserve their 
civilisation and for the unique 
Tibetan culture, religion, language 
anJ way of life to grow anJ thrive. 
My main concern is to ensure the 
survival of the Tibe tan people with 
their own unique RudJ hist cull uri'll 
heritage . ror this, it is essentinl, as 
the past decaJes have shown clenrly, 
that the Tibetans be able to hanule 
alltheirJomesticaffairsand to freely 
Jeterminelheir social, economici'lnJ 
cultural Jevelopme nt. 1 Jo no t 
believe tha t the C hinese leaJership 
woulJ have any fundamental objec­
tions to this . Successive Chinese 
leiluership hilve alwi'lys ilSsureJ thi'lt 
the Chinese presence in Tibet is to 
work for the welfare of the Tibetans 
anu to "help Jevelop" Tibet. 
Therefore, given a political will , there 
is no reason why the Chinese 
leaJership cannot start aJJressing 
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the issue of Tibet by entering into 
a di1-1Iogue with us. This is the only 
proper way to ensure stability and 
unity, which the Chinese leCldership 
asserts are their primary concern. 

I ti'lke this opportunity to once 
again urge the Chinese leadership 
to give serious and substi'lntive consi­
Jeralions to my suggestions. It is 
my firm beliE'f that dialogue and 
a willingness to look with honesty 
and clarity at the reality of Tibet 
can leau us to Cl viClble solution. It 
is time for <~II cA us to "seek truth 
from facts" and to learn lessons 
derived from a calm and objective 
stuuy of the past i'lnu to act with 
courage, vision and wisJom. 

The Principill Issues 

The negotiations must ilim to 
establish a reiCltionship between the 
Tibetan ami Chinese peoples based 
on frienuship and mutual benefit; 
to ensure stability ClnJ unity; anJ 
to empmver the Tibeti'ln people to 
exercise genuine self-rule with 
freeJom anJ Jemocracy, thus Cll­
lowing them to preserve ami cul­
tivate their unique culture CIS well 
as to protect the delicate environ­
ment of the Tibetan plateau. These 
are the principal issues . llowever, 
the Chinese government is mnking 
consistent eff01 Is to confuse the rei'll 
issues at stilke. They Clllege thi'll our 
efforts Clre aimed at the restoration 
of Tibet's olJ socinl system and the 
status and the privileges of the Dalai 
Lama . As far as the institution of 
the Dalili Lama is concerneJ, I stateJ 
publicly as early as 1969 that it is 
for the people of Tibet to JeciJe 
whether this institution is to con­
tinue or not. In my own case, I 
mi'lJe it clear in a formal public 
statement in 1992 that when we 
return to Tibet, I will hold no 
positions in i'lny future Tibeti'ln 
government. Moreover, no Tibetil n, 
whether in exile or within Tibet, 
has a Jesire of restoring Tibet 's olJ 
social oruer. It is, therefore, Jisap-



pointing that the Chinese govern­
ment continues to inJulge in such 
baseless anJ distorteJ propaganJa . 
This is not helpful in creating a 
conJucive atmosphere for Jialogue, 
anJ I hope that Beijing will refrain 
from making such allegations . 

I wouiJ also like to express 
my sincere appreciation and grati­
tuJe to the many governments, 
pari ia men ts, non-governmen ta I 
organisations, Tibetan support 
groups anJ inJiviJuals, who con­
tinue to be deeply concerned with 
the repression in Tibet and urge to 
resolve the question of Tibet through 
peaceful negotiations. The United 
States has set a pre ceLl ent by a p­
pointing a Special CoorJinator for 
Tibetan Affairs in orJer to facilitate 
Jialogue between us, Tibetans and 
the Chinese governments. The 
European anJ Australian parlia­
ments have recommenJeJ similar 
initiatives. Last December, the 
International Commission of Jurists 
issueJ its thirJ report on Tibet, 
en tit JeLl Tilwt : l-l111mlll Ri ~llfs u wl 
flit' R11le of LJIW. These are timely 
initiatives anJ most encouraging 
Jevelopments. 

India's Role 

furthermore, on this occasion 
of the fiftieth anniversary of InJia's 
inJepenJ ence, I wish to express, on 
behalf of the Tibetan people, our 
hear t-felt congratulations anJ 
rei t er<~te our immense appreci<~tion 
anJ gratituJe to the people <~nLl 

government of lnJ ia, which has 
become a seconJ home to the 
majority of the Tibetans in exile. 
lnJia represents not only a safe haven 
for us Tibe t<~n refugees, but is also 
fo r us a country whose ancient 
philosophy of IIIIinisu anJ Jeep­
rooteJ Jemocratic traJition have 
inspireJ anJ shapeJ ourvaluesanJ 
aspirations . Moreover, I believe lnJ ia 
can anJ shoulJ play a constructive 
anJ influential role in resolving the 
Tibe tan problem peacefully . My 

"MiJJie-Way Approach" is in line 
with the basic InJian policy vis-a­
vis Tibet anJ China. There is no 
reason why InJia should not be 
actively engaged in encouraging anJ 
promoting Jialogue between 
Tibetans anJ the Chinese govern­
ment. It is clear that without peace 
anJ stability on the Tibetan plateau, 
it is unrealistic to believe that genuine 
trust anJ confiJence can be restored 
in the Sino-InJian relationship. 

l.ast year, we conJucted an 
opinion poll of the Tibetans in exile 
anJ collecteJ suggestions from Tibet 
wherever possible on the proposed 
refere1.1Llum, by which the Tibetan 
people were to Jetermine the fu­
ture course of our freeJom struggle 
to their full satisfaction. BaseJ on 
the outcome of this poll anJ sug­
gestions from Tibet, the Assembly 
of Tibetan People's Deputies, our 
parliament in exile, passeL! a reso­
lution empowering me to continue 
to use my Jiscretion on the matter 
without seeking recourse to a ref­
erenJum. I wish to thank the people 
of Tibet for the tremenJous trust, 
confiJence iinJ hope they place in 
me. I continue to believe that my 
"MiJJJ~Way Approach" is the most 
realistic anJ pragmatic course to 
resolve the issue of Tibet peace­
fully . This approach meets the vital 
neeJs of the Tibetan peop le while 
ensuring the unity anJ stability of 
the Peopl e's Republic of China. I 
will, therefore, continue to pursue 
this course of approach with full 
commitment anJ make earnest 
efforts to reach out to the Chinese 
leaJership . 

With my homage to the brave 
men <~nJ women of Tibet, who have 
JieJ for the cause of our freeJom, 
I pray for an early enJ to the suffering 
of our people anJ for peace anJ 
welfare of all sentient beings. 

Fn•(•r/om First 1\pril ·June I 998 

Sardar Patel 's Warning 

China's Ambitions 

Throughout history, we have 
seldom been worried about our 
North East Frontier. The Himalayas 
have been regarded as an impen­
etrable barrier against any threat 
from the north . We had a friendly 
Tibet which ga11e us no trouble. The 
Chinese were divided. They had 
their own domestic problems and 
never bothered us about our fron­
tiers. In 1940, we entered into a con­
vention with Tibet which was not en­
dorsed by the Chinese. We seem to 
have regarded Tibetan autonomy as 
extending to independent treaty re­
lationships. Presumably, all that we 
required was Chinese counter sig­
nature. The Chinese interpretation 
of suzerainity seems to be different. 
We can, therefore, safely assume 
that very soon they will disown all 
stipulations which Tibet has entered 
into in the past. That throws into the 
melting pot all frontier and commer­
cial settlements with Tibet on which 
we have been functioning and act­
ing during the last half a century. 
China is no longer divided. It is 
united and strong . All along the 
Himalayas and ;n the north east, we 
have on our side of the frontier a 
population ethnologically and cultur­
ally not different from Tibetans or 
Mongolian. The undefined state of 
the frontiers and the existence on 
our side of a population with its af­
fin ities to Tibetans or Chinese have 
all the elements of potential trouble 
between China and ourselves. Re­
cent and bitter history also tells us 
that Communism is no shield 
against imperialism and that the 
communists are as good or as bad 
imperalists as any other. Chinese 
ambition in this respect not only 
covers the Himalayan slopes on our 
side but also includes important 
parts of Assam. 

(An extract from Sardar Patel 's letter to 

Pandit Nehru. dated November 7, 1950.) 
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M. Venkata Krishniah - The Mysore Liberal 
(1844-1933) 

M. Venkata Krishniah was 
born o n 20th August 1844 in the 
village Magge, in Mysore. Born in 
an o rthod ox Telugu Brahmin fam­
ily, his father Subbiah educated his 
son and taught him Sanskrit, Telugu 
anJ Kannada. But at the age of ten 
Venkata Krishniah lost his father 
and his m othe r migrilted to Myso re 
to earn a living. Although Mysore 
WCIS ruled by Commissioners 
Mummadi Krishnaraja Wodeyarthe 
King despite his d eposi tion, lent a 
helping hand to many and Venkata 
Krishniilh was o ne of the benefici­
aries. Venkata Krishniilh's thirst for 
knowledge compelled him to ap­
proach an influ ential scholar, who 
took interes t in the young lad and 
got him ad mit ted in the "Raja's rree 
School", When Englis h education 
was the privilege of the few, Venkata 
Krishniah the n fourtee n yeC~rs of 
age by his hardwork, became a fa­
vourite of Mr. llardy, his head­
mas ter. O thers such as !Judson and 
Dunning too envinced interes t in 
the young lad . lie had a burning 
d es ire, to lea rn Clnd very soon, he 

B. Leela 

As C. R. Reddy one-time opponent of M. 
Venkata Krishniah aptly remarked "If only M. 
Venkata Krishniah had worked and fought in 

British India, he would have become immortal 
like his contemporary, Bal Gangadhar Tilak. 
His sterling qualities could be understood 
only if one sits in the opposition bench." 

read and mastered Herbert Spen­
cer, Racon and Huxley. Thus he 
was able to think rationally and 
when he became a teacher, he en­
couraged the same rationalis t tem­
p er in his students. Prior to becoming 
a teacher, Venkata Krishniah came 
under the influence of C. 
Rangacharlu, the first Dewan of 
Mysore State (1981-83) . On com­
pleting his Matriculiltion, Venkata 
Krishniah found that he could not 
pursue college educCition due to 
poverty ami domestic circum­
stances . llowevertheyoung tea cher 
could spea k to his pupils authori­
tatively on the Hible, Voltaire, Rurke, 
Locke, 1-Iume and others. 

lie becilme the first heild­
master o f Marimallappa lligh 
School, Mysore and devoted his 
entire life to the progress of the 
school. lie taught his students and 
inculcilted in them, a tru e Indian 
culture and made them think for 
themse lves. lie alwilys CldvocCited 
translil tions of great works from 
English into Kcmnada . Thus his 
school became fCimous for impart­
ing knowledge. I-le took ca re to start 
a library in his school where s tu­
d ents hild the opportunity to widen 
their knowledge . Marimallappa 
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School then had an excellent maga­
zine and book collection. T.P. 
Kailasam, the father of modern 
Kiltmada Theatre was a student of 
Venkata Krishniah. It is but natural 
MuimCIIIC!ppa School is even now 
identified with M. Venkata 
Krishniah. 

The multifaceted career of 
M.Venkiltil Krishniilh can be divided 
into four broad streilms Cllthough 
he played many roles and domi­
nated the political scene in Mysore 
fo r more than seven decades. 

Critic of Government 
Ga tiah or the grand old miln 

(CIS he was affectionately called) 
fought and lived for the cause of 
the middle cliiSS. Influenced by the 
liberal ideas of the West, he remained 
a relentless critic of government, 
throughout his life. 

The struggle for the freedom 
o f the Press goes back to the dC~ys 
of Raja Rilmmohun Roy. Through­
out the st ruggl e, the leCi d ers who 
championed the cause of the free­
dom of the Press showed remark­
able courage anJ among those who 
ci1C1mpioned the cause were editors 
of the native press . Through his 
vernaculilr newspapers, he cham-
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pioned the cause of the common 
man and his paper was a terror not 
only to the bureaucrats and offi­
cials including the Dewart<; who were 
autocratic but also to the British, 
as Mysore was directly under their 
control. The Press enjoyed very lillie 
freedom. The Mysore government 
was very much aware that the 
vernacular press was influencing 
the natives . But M. Venkata 
Krishniah was "adamantine" in his 
altitude and the same unyielding 
spirit"1 am.l wrote according to his 
conviction, unminJful of the con­
sequences. Perhaps the earliest 
newspaper M . Venkata Krishniilh 
edited was I-lita/Jotfhini which was 
started in October 1X9~3 'by M." R. ~ 
Srinivasa Iyengar and M. S. 
Puttanna. Although the newspaper 
was starlet! keeping in view the 
needs of women, it carried both 
views and news, and the news 
coverage incluJed political topics 
too. When M. Venkata Krishiah took 
over the eJilorship of the newspa­
per for a brief while, the paper 
achieved great popularity, awak­
ened the middle class and substan­
tially contributed towards the 
fo rmation of public opinion. 

'Vrittan ta Chintumu11i' was <ln 
another p<lperstarted by him which 
projecteJ the views of the Mysore 
Party of which he W<lS a strong 
champion. The Mysore l'<lrty stood 
for opportunities in the public 
services for Mysoreans. Even though 
M. Venk<ll<l Krishiah did no t oc­
cupy an important position in gov­
ernment, his ch<lmpioning of popultlr 
causes, tlnJ his aJvoc<lcy of the rights 
of the natives in general maJe the 
newspaper, an embodiment of a crili-

1. K. Subba Rae, Revived Memories, p.399. 

2. Private Letters from M. Venkata Krishniah 
to Dewan Mirza , M. Ismail, 14.7.1926 
(Palace Records of the Karnataka Archives , 
Bangalore) , requesting Mr. Mirza Ismail 
to apprise lhe Maharaja of the true facts 
in his case. 
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should be educated and be trained 
as school mistresses, nurses and 
midwives to enable them to develop 
self-confidence and help them to 
become economically independent. 
He championed the cause of 
pa11cluwws (liarijans) and of their 
education too. 

cal democratic spirit, very much on 
the lines of the liberals of the West. 
But the editor had to pay severely 
for his independent spirit. His paper, 
ceased publication under the Mysore 
Newspaper Regulation Act of 1908. 
After the relaxation of the Mysore 
Newspaper Regulation Act , M. 
Venkala Krishniah started a group 
of publications ami his continuous Social Refonner 
struggle with the government re- Venkata Krishniah spent his 
sulteJ in the stoppage of his pen- life for the C<luse of humanity. The 
sion 2• The private letters written by destitute home known as 
M. Venkata Krishniah to Mirza 'Analhalaya' which he founued and 
Ismail, Dewan of Mysore reflect the nurtured has shaped the destiny of 
degree and the intensity of pain the many sudents. The Mysore Liter-
great granJ old man faced against ary Union of which he was the 
heavy ordeals . The "enlighteneJ" Secretary, is even now active and 
My sore government never a·llmvet.l · ~cpntinues_to , be a pl<),lforrp for free 
him full freedom and his last at- expression ant! manages a big Ii-
templlnslartanewspaperperlain- brary and reading room. The 
ing to ntllure cure was short liveJ . Marimalltlppa School, with which 

.. 1:hereafler M. Venkata Krishni<lh he was associateu till the end of 
never revived his papers . his life ur'ew the attention of all 

communities. Perhaps the greatest 
Women's Liberation biO\oV which the great grand oiJ man 

Even though M . Venkata faced was the slopping of all his 
Krishni<lhwasreligiousand lraJition newspapers Juring the reign of 
oriented, he did not hesil<1le to Mirza Ismail, Dewan of Mysore in 
assimilate new forces and practised 1929 . 
what he preached . It is interesting 
to note that his wife Pullalakshmma 
who joined a school after her 
marriage became well versed in 
Sanskrit, Kannaua and English ._ he 
workeJ as Assistant Mistress of 
Balik<ll'<llhasaltl anJ even JelivereJ 
a speech on July 1890, at the Town 
I Ia II, Mysoreon Temale Educatio n'. 
The meeting was presided by Centsal 
Rao, the Maharaja's Council 
Member. Many chiiJ ren who had 
encountered J ifficulties in pursuing 
eJucation were inspired by Venkata 
Krishniah's wife. Puttalakshmma 's 
entry to the school facilitated several 
high caste marrieJ girls laking to 
eJ ucation seriously even after 
marriage . Venkata Krishniah also 
founded <l women's home and took 
a lead in women's eductllion. lie 
often argued on the fl oo r of the 
Representative Assembly (of which 
he was a member,) that widows 
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As C. R. ReJJy one-lime op­
p onen t of M. Venkata Krishniah 
aptly rem<lrkeu "If only M. Venkala 
Krishniah haJ worked and fought 
in British India, he wouiJ have be­
come immorl<ll like his contempo­
rary , Bal Gan;;adhar Tilak. llis 
sterling qualities couiJ be untler­
sloou only if one sits in the oppo­
sition bench." 

Even th o ugh M. Venkata 
Krishniah was offered many posi­
tions in the government, because 
of his high ideals, he refuseJ to 
accept them and preferred poverty 
lo positions. I le was indeed a lib­
eral hum<1nist and was respecletl 
and loved by Mysore<1ns. 

DR. B. LEELA rclired .1s l.ibr.1rian of th• 
SIES College in Mumbai. She has writtc1 
extensively on modern Mysore. 



The Three Sacred 'R' s 
V. C. Viswanathan 

If there is one principle that should govern all our action, it is this: 
"Treat others, subordinates, bosses, colleagues, customers, suppliers, 
shareholders and other stakeholders, the way you like to be treated -

with honesty, integrity and a sense of total responsibility. 

If reoding, w riting ond arith­
m eti c ore the three 'R 's of leorning, 
the three 'R's of mon;Jging ore : 
respect, relationships <~nd respon­
sibili ty ./\11 the three <~reinter-rei<~ ted 
ond inter-dependent. You c<~n't have 
one without the other. 

for example, you can't ex­
pect o thers to respect you if you 
J on't respect them. Nor can you 
build a relationship of trus t with­
out mutual respect ond occeptance 
of responsibility. 

Respect: Every individual - be he 
a peon or president, a clerk or chief 
executive- is entitled to be treated 
with respec t. Leorning to respect 
others' views, values, feelings ond 
self-esteem is the very bosic require­
ment to be on effective manager. 

No two human beings are 
olike. Eoch one is endowed with 
unique qualities, obilities ond o mind 
that con think and o heart that can 
feel. The power to think, emote ond 
see self-fulfillment is ·who! mokes 
humon beings so uniquely differ­
ent from other animo! species. Our 
failure to understond this ond trans­
late its relevance to the work situ­
ation is who! has leJ mos t 
management practices ln be so in­
effective, wasteful and counter-pro­
Juctive. 

All schools of management 
emphasize the need for better 

communication between people for 
organizational effectiveness. But it 
is a p<~raJox of our mod ern society 
that although the technology of 
communication has reached phe­
nomenal heights, real communica­
tion bel ween people is ruely 
achieved. People generally tend to 
think of communication oS a me­
chonicol process - a maller o f 
improved writing or speaking. It 
is not so. Real communication is a 
result , rather than a process . Effec­
tive communication between two 
or more people can hilppen even 
without any mechanical transmis­
sion of the spoken or wrillen word . 
Often absolute silence preve1ils at 
the heart of the mos t effective 
commtmication. 

1\llhough there are certain 
skills that can be learned to im­
prove communication, effective 
communication, cannot happen 
without an unJerlying founJalion 
of basic trust and mutual confidence. 
A good cnmmunicil!Or is one who 
underslilnds people ilnd is also one 
whom people unJ ers tand and 
believe. /\!though some skills can 
be learned , communication is re­
olly o way of life !hill needs to be 
learned , acquired and nurtured 
always . II is not something you can 
learn in o two-Jay workshop. 

A skilled spee1ker who is 
knowledgeable, who has conviction 
and is also sincere, is a powerful 
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communicator and an effective 
leader. A skilled speaker who lacks 
knowledge, conviction and sincer­
ity is a mere rabble-rouser who can 
do a lot of harm. Of knowledge, 
conviction and sincerity, sincerity 
has the greatest power to impact 
listeners . The great power and 
influence Mahatma Gandhi had on 
people in India and across the world 
came from his mtegrity and trans­
parent sincerity of purpose. 

Relationships: The challenge to 
managerial leadership is how to 
bring out the best in everyone and 
knit people in the organization into 
highly effective teams . Managing, 
in this context, is essentially a matter 
of managing relationships . Build­
ing enduring relati ons hip with 
employees, customers, Stlppliers, 
shareholders ilnd other sla keholJers 
is the only way companies can create 
long term sustainable competitive 
advantage and survive in loday's 
turbulent times . 

An enduring relatio nship can 
be built only o n lhe foundati on of 
trust, openness and fairness . The 
other side of ~rust is being trust­
worthy, ·which is the fruit of honest 
relationships . Where trust is absent 
people av o id laking initiatives. 
Mulualtrusl, confidence and learn­
work are an essential conJition for 
creativity, innova tion anJ vitality 
in an organization. Open commu­
nication and sharing of informa-
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tion encour<tge people to think and 
express their ideas without fear of 
being snubbed orpunished.ll is the 
most effective way to enlist every­
one in the organization. In the 
colourful words of Jack Welch, 
productivity - reill <tnd limitless 
productivity - comes from chal­
lenged , empowered, excited, re­
w<trded teams of p eople. It comes 
from eng<~ging every single mind 
in the org<tnization. 

Responsibility: Stephen Covey 
gives a beautiful definition of re­
sp0nsibility. Hes<tys it is 'response­
ability', the ability to respond . It 
means <tccepting total responsibil­
ity for oneself without giving 
excuses or passing the buck or blame· 
to somebody else. The higher the 
positio n one occupies in an org<tni­
zation the gre<tter is the oblig<ttion 
to beh<tve responsibly with others. 
t\ we<tk m<tnager will take credit 
when things go well and shift blame 
when things go wrong. t\ strong, 
self-confident m<tnager will do the 
reverse- accept bl<tme when things 
go wrong <tnd give credit to others 
when things go right. 

It 's a pity that sometimes 
people thoughtlessly use words like 
'h1ugh-t<~lking', 'mean', 'ruthless', 
'no- nonsense type', to describe a 
manager\\'ho is considered efficient. 

t\ 'strong' person is thought 
to be someone who uses power to 
coerce <tnd intimid<tte people. The 
mindset persists despite ample 
ev id ence of its futility and the ha rm 
it Jnes. It reminds me of an anec­
dote. O n being promoted to the 
position of a gener<tl m <t nage r, a 
m<1n took his son <1long to show him 
his new office. The youngster, July 
impressed <1nd W<lnting <t demon­
stration of his father 's newly ac­
quired power said, "DaJ", call 

· someone over and fire him in my 
presence!" 

t\ truly efrective m<tnager is 
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a karma-yogi, one who has achieved 
mastery over oneself and has a 
selfless attitude towards, the peo­
ple he leads. People feel empow­
ered and respond enthusiastic<tlly 
when they are led by such <t person. 
This calls for concentrated dedica­
tion, perseverance, skills, a positive 
attitude ("If high expect<ttions, <t genu­
ine love for people and, if I am <tdd , 
a pr<tyerful heilrl. 

In the words of Swami 
Rangan<tthanaml<t, an ideal man­
ager should be a rajarishi, one "who 
combines the heroism of a raja and 
the saintliness of a rishi. 

If there is one principle that 
should govern all our acrion, it is 
this: "Treat others, subordinates, 
bosses, colle<tgues, customers, sup­
pliers, sh<treholders and other 
stCikehoiJers, the way you like to 
be tre<tteJ- with honesty, integrity 
and a sense of totill responsibility . 

MR. V.C. VISWANATIJAN is Advisor, M.ll" 
kding. J. K. Industries Lid . 

"The most elegant forms 
of managerial decision involve 
problems that never have to be 
solved because they are pre­
vented from happening . Oddly, 
there is a greater appreciation for 
a manager who can step in and 
cope with a problem after it 
happens, than one who can make 
it not happen. Coping is visible 
and dramatic. 

Prevention is unpopular, 
because it usually means chang­
ing something that is not yet failing; 
it is thankless, because the only 
testimony of its effectiveness is 
a non-event. Even so, the de­
liberate non-catastrophe is one 
of the most impressive contribu­
tions a manager can make". 

James Martin 

Fn·~·tlo 111 Firs/ . .'\fJril -Ju ne /!J!J I! 

ce111ent 



I T ' S GREAT TO HAVE CHOICE. 

~ aymond prese nt s its stunning range of fabrics, in a wide variety of b lend s, colours and 

d es ign s. All wool, woolrich, poly-wool blends a nd more . Whatever you ' re looking for, you ' re 

sure to find it with Raymond. 

Raymon~ 
!SINCE 192SJ 



· -~-_; .. _.: ... · .. :p·o""ER·I·NG ··· IND.IA~S·· · ·GRoWt'II · .FoR.: >:··-~ · 
....... . · .. :.:-::: ... · :· .. ··:.· · .. ·MoRIE·· .·.fiiAN·.::F.I F.TY,. YIA·R·s· .. _ ... > . ...:· -·· .·.·.:··.·. :·. 
···:_~.>:::·~:~:.~·_:._·-~t~·~rfr.l:~(:~. ~ :~~y.cl~•:_:e .. :NucJ;~~r.: • :p·ie.~e,i ····•.-:·~.~s··:~:·Wind·:··~-: ... ;· ... ·:~·: .:.:~ .. 

A leading Engineering Company offering 
a wide range of products 

• Medium & Large Pumps 

• Hydro-Electric Generating Systems 

• L.T. & H.T. Alternators and Motors 

• Special Rotating Electrical Machines- ··"·- . 

• H.T. Switchgear & Switchboards 

.. . ~ 

. ·-• Electronics Control Systems ~Jyoti Ltd . 
And undertaking Turn-key Projects with a 
single - source responsibility 

P. 0 . Chemicals Industries 
Vadodara-390 003 (India) 
Fax : 0091· 265 · 381 871 

Olympus Lifts 
Service and Technology 

* Bharat Bijlee Limited 
501/ SO:Z SwastJsk Chambers, Slhjloor, 

Jn. of CST & Sta.tUJn Road, Chembur, Bombay 400 071, 
TeL :OZ2-5228772 1 73 T/x.. :OJJ-61062 BEBE IN Fax:OZZ-5225870 



t • \ .... 

Child Labour - Taking a Contrary View 

Kusum Choppra 

It is one thing to spout human and children's rights in air-conditioned 
seminar halls; but how many of the participants have actually picked up a 
vagrant kid and taken him or her home to feed, clothe or . educate, even if 

not to love as one's own? 

Gujilrilt hils shown how ei!sy 
it is to li!ke the world for il ride. 
A mi!ssive publicity blitzkreig 
accompi!nied the officii!! child la­
bour survey, which turned up 300 
odd working kids ill Surilt, where 
an ei!rlier survey hi!d listed 1851 
in the dii!mond units, 1700 odd in 
the textile industry i!nd 1388 in 
miscelli!neous other jobs. 

The convenient three-digit 
figure mi!y now serve to i!SSuilge 
the guilty conscience of innumer­
able importers. The kids hi!d been 
chi!sed out of the fe~ctories for e1 few 
short weeks while the survey we~s 
being conducted. When te~ken be~ck, 
e~Int more conditions ·were imposed, 
by employers, protecting their 
re?. rguarJ against any backlash . 

Net lnsers from the entire 
exercise were neither the exporting 
nor the importing lobbies, nor the 
Doing-good Hleeding I -Iee~rts of the 
World . It we~s the Ste~le exchequer 
Clnd those le~belled 'Child Le~bour'. 

It mi!y be pertinent to point 
out the~\ \Vhen sloge~ns e~re re~ised 

Clgilinst the exploili!lion of child 
li! bour, it is not only employers who 
explo it them, but e~lsotheslogilneers 
wh o mint money in the nilme of 
child bbour, without giving con­
crete thought to whi!t is being done. 

Developed Countries' Concern 
Consider first , where he~s the 

child li!bour become e~n issue? 

In Third World developing 

countries, where no one is proud 
of putting il child to work, it goes 
so much ngoinstthe gmin the~t until 
recently, even census figures were 
une~wCITe of the contribution of 
women nnd children to the fe~mily 
kitty . 

Why he~s child li!bour not 
become iln issue in the homeli!nd 
of enterprise, the U.S.A. , where 
youngsters routinely ti!ke pe~rt-time 
or full-time jobs ilt tenJer ilges, 
usui!lly not ilccepli!ble to i!ny self­
respecting orienti!l fi!mily? 

The economies of the devel­
oped countries hi!ve been through 
the throes the~t our economies e~re 
now pi!ssing through; i!nd when 
they were pi!ssing through those 
throes, child lnbour '..ViiS ri!mpi!nl 
there. Thill \ViiS pri!clice~lly whe~tthe 
Induslrii!l Revolution Wi!S i!ll <~bout. 

Like the "chei!p li!bour" 
bogey, child li!bour mi!y just be one 
more tool of the so-ce~IIed devel­
oped countries to keep competition 
down. I use the term "so-ci!lled 
developed" not bece~use their econo­
mies hi!ve come up on the bi!cks 
of child li!bour, but beci!use the 
extent of their under-development, 
of poverty stri cken fi!milies with­
out homes <~nu social hanJic<~ps is 
neither well recorded nor publicised . 

UnforlUI1iltely, Indii!'s pov­
erty is very photogenic, i!nd now 
highly med iii exploited . Therefore, 
it is very visible ncross the globe 
Clnd excellent tilrget pri!clice. No 
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developed country hils succeeded 
in toli!lly elimine~ting poverty; only 
in sweeping upto even thirty per­
cent of the popule~tion reckoned poor 
under the proverbie~l CClrpet. Yet we 
foiiGw-the pe~ths they prescribe: "do 
awe~y with child le~bour", they 
procle~im, e~nd we scre~mble to 
implement the dicte~t. 

The Uncensored Child Labour 
UnJer the globalisation pro­

grammes, il number of enterprises, 
both public e~nd prive~te, he~ve been 
either revi!mped or e~xed. But ele~bo­

re~teprovision is me~de for the le~bour 
which is to be hived off, in the form 
of retre~ining, re-employment, gre~­
tuities, provident funds, etc. When 
enterprises are askeJ to hive off 
child le~bour, whe~t e~re the proce­
dures the~t Me followed? Whe~t 

guideline he~s the e~Imighty World 
Rank offered? What alterne~te is being 
offered to households e~ge~inst the 
sloppe~ge of the we~ges ee~rneJ by 
the child, sent to work, obviously 
bece~use total fe~mily income falls 
short of need . 

No one he~s to Jflte offered 
any bree~ k-up of percente~ge of child 
Ie~ bom, the~t is the~t of minor-hee~Jed 
households - orphe~ns fending for 
themselves or for their siblings . Or 
whe~t percent of child labour is the 
offspring of e1 ge~llop ing new 
phenomene~, thi!l of feme~le-hee~Jed 
households in regions where the 
men hi!ve either migrated or 
deserted . 
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A 1974-75 Rural Labour 
Enquiry had revealed that in the 
es timated 25 million ruml labour 
households, women provided 40 
percent of the work force and 
children seven per~enl. Those fig­
ures have undoubtedly scaled new 
heights with recent trends in large­
scale agriculture fostering rural 
labour migration from poorer states 
to the green revolution areas of high 
yielJs, leaving behind more and 
more female-headed households. 

On the other hand, a 1995 
study of municipal school dropouts 
in AhmeJabad inJicated a major­
ity did so out of choice .. . not because 
of any economic necessity or inabil-

. ity "Co ·c<i'ptnvith stuu ies. These eire 
the youngsters who end up at the 
dwi ki kitli or neighbourhood small 
factory. The parents' argument is 
" it keeps him off the streets, out 
of mischief and earns a lillie" . 

That is a goou d ea l of urban 
child labour for you. 1f they don't 
get sent to work by pilrental pres­
sure, they end up in petty crime 
and smuggling, pawn<; of the bur­
geoning urban anJ rural mafiils . 
I low rna ny more oft hose J oes I nJ ia 
hilve the cilpacity to ilbsorb ilfler 
the bitter experiences of Punjab, 
Ki!shmir anJ the 'orlh Eils t? 

While tre menJllllS hrouilahu 
has been maJe over children 
employed by various milnufactur­
ing or commercial establishments, 
which can be pressurized to pay 
up to avoid ilnti-publicity, the eternill 
Hleeuing Jl ea rls are blissfully ig­
norilnl of the existence of chilLI­
e ntrepreneurs who go nul to sell 
anything from Poppins to purses, 
anu services fro m shoe-shine to 
singing ... illl make tha t silme elu­
sive living that the chilu workers 
of the filctori es or the teil stillls do . 

Adult Responsibility 
How many of the child-lilbour 

dn-gooders have m et and spoken 
in ilny d epth to grown-up children 

.'J2 

is an open question. What has the 
years of work and experience done 
for them? What about those who 
are to cross that magic cut-off line 
of 14 years shortly and escape the 
child labour classification? ShouiJ 
they now be employed by the same 
hazudous industries that shunted 
them out a short while ago? 

And what after the No-child­
labour dicta!? 

It is difficult to envisage a 
scenario in which adult male labour 
willtilke over the work being done 
by children, whether rural or urban. 
The question again is: Why not? 

Is it that the adult males are 
too addicted to drink and gambling 
to put in a full Jay's work? Or is 
there enough alternative lucrative 
employment available to them? 1f 
so, then why were the children sent 
out to work in such abhorrent 
conditions, in the first place? 

1f child labour is not to be 
Jisp!Ciced by Cldult males, then it 
is most likely to plilcean even greiller 
burJen on the woman, illready 
staggering under double workloaJs 
at home and in the workplace and 
in rural are<~s, with duties of fuel 
and Weller collection as well. 

lndiil d oes not have the re­
sources to look ilfter its children, 
not even just those who are orphans. 
Th<~t is <~n unpalat<~ble truth we hilve 
to ilccepl. !lund red are regularly 
sent abro<~d for foreign Cldoplions. 
The conditions in our orph<H1<~ges 
and remilnd homes are i!pp<~lling 
enough . 

I low ilre we going to provide 
for the lilkhs to be thrown out of 
the work force by nascent anti-child 
ICibour la•vs? When soci<~l pressures 
ensure thilt a young one is thrown 
out by the household they work in, 
employers quickly find an oiJer 
replacement. Whilt replacements are 
offert'l.lto the now out-of-work "lillie 
workers"? rooJ, clothing, shelter, 
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money to send home to the waiting 
family? What verbal and philosophic 
balms to assuage the young work­
er's guilt over the hunger of younger 
siblings, waiting for money back 
home? It is one thing to spout human 
and children's rights in air-cond i­
tioneJ seminar halls; but how many 
of the participants have actually 
picked up a vagrant kid and tctken 
him or her home to feed, clothe or 
educate, even if not to love as one's 
own? 

Importance of Education 
The Child Lilbour Act has 

provided ior some education at the 
workplace, with the concurrence of 
the employers. But ed uc<~tion is no 
pi1i1acea . Is the education that is on 
offer, pCilatCible to the work-abused 
young minds? Is it relevant to their 
situations, immediate or 
prospective? 

Most of its unpalat<~bility boils 
down to its l<~ck of relev<~nce to the 
work-a-d ilY wNlds of InJ ia's chil­
dren, labour or otherwise. The 
system has little to offer by way 
of specifics of coping with poor or 
deteriorated lands, poor housing, 
hygiene in slums, low cost nutri­
tion, minor rep<~ irs, filling in of the 
vuious forms that life forces on 
one, or Clny other informCition of 
some practical VCIIue. Why only child 
lilbour, even other chilLI ren, those 
of India's middle classes no longer 
learn how to repilir, n<~il, paint, sing, 
knit or sew at school, only how to 
cheat in exams and bootlick their 

WCIY up. 

Perhaps, if the curriculum 
were to incluue some particle which 
would improve their skills in their 
chosen profession, insleild of the 
liber<~l <~rts curriculum, employers 
m<~y be persu<~ued to reduce their 
hostility to the new look at child 
l<~bour. 

Nor does the curriculum do 
very much to provide the young 
minus with adequ<~te mooring in 



their traditional "culture and her­
itage". Our standard tex ts continue 
to adop t the norms lnid by the 
colonists who colonized not only 
the la nd but also the mind s, and 
dispa raged every bas ic tenet thnl 
has kept our culture alive as "un­
civilised" . 

The Government's Role 
The National Policy on Edu­

cation supports a spec ific non-for­
mal segment for "school drop-outs, 
work ing children anJ those from 
hnbit<~ tio ns without schools, anJ girls 
w ho ca nno t attenJ whole Jay 
schoo l" . On paper, the scheme is 
excellent, w ith hunJreJ per cent 
assistcmce from the Union Govern­
ment to volunteer agencies running 
Non- fo rmal Education (N fE) cen­
tres in slums, hilly anJ tribal areas 
anufor working chiiJ ren. In 1988-

89, there were 241 ,000 N FE centres. 
In 1989-90, these went up to 2.6 
lakhs, enrolling 6.5 mill ion students. 

But on the ground and in 
actual fact, how mnny such faci li­
ties are ilctually functional? A nd 
w hatcmriculum has been prepared 
keep ing chiiJ labour speci fically in 
mind ? 

What is needed is an educa­
ti on package palatable to the chil­
dren and employers alike. For 
teaboys, basics of hygiene and 
serving; for girls fnmily nutrition, 
food processing, weaving, sewing 
anJ ngricultural skills; in industry, 
chemistry for dyes anJ chemicnls, 
metn l~ for diamond s <~nd mining;· 
basic physics and repairs for those 
in garages and workshops, etc. 
MS. KUS UM CHO I' I'RA is a free-lance 
journ.1lis l. 

Educate the Electorate 

So long as the foundations of our 
parliamentary democracy rest on an igno­
rant electorate , pol itical parties face a conflict 
between two aims. Each party must ask 
itself the question, shall we work for power, 
or shall we educate the electorate, leaving 
power as a comparatively worthless objec­
tive? Or shall we stand equally pulled on 
either side and like the donkey between 
two hay-stacks stand still? 

As far as the Swatantra Party is concerned and so far as 
am concerned , I would definitely seek and advise the party to 

work to educate the electorate rather than run after the immediate 
pleasures of trans ie nt pol itical power. The economy of this great 
big nation is a compl icated affa ir and it has been further complicated 
and made into what must be called a mess by the megalomal'}ia 
of the leaders of our political freedom struggle who took over the 
administration of the country. The foundation of our independence 
and sel f-respect has to be improved . The foundation is sound 
education of all sections of our population, nothing less. 

C. Rajagopalachari , Swarajya, June 1, 1968. 

Issued by Th e Raj aj i Foundation 

Frt•t•rlom Fi rs t. i\pril-.f11 n£' / 9.?8 

Time for 
Good Citizenship 

Now that the elections are 
over, the public can expect the 
pol itical parties to turn th eir backs 
on them . Issues which vitally touch 
the life of the common people 
such as primary education, good 
roads and other infrastructure 
facilities, water supply, public 
health services, a responsive and 
honest administration, efficient 
public distribution system for 
weaker sections, were mostly 
ignored by political parties during 
the election, and may once again 
,get.low priori1¥ in...the i.r~ pursuit of •. 
power. 

The lack of vision and 
corruption , as also incompetence 
of politicians, ably supported by 
an equally venal and tardy bu­
reaucracy have earned the coun­
try the rank of the eighth most 
corrupt nation of the world, while 
it remains as one of the poorest. 

Instead of looking up to 
pol iticians and bureaucrats, it is 
time to try another solution- from 
the end of citizens, part icularly 
the educated ones with the 
advantage of a full stomach. Every 
citizen can st;ive as a producer 
to give one's best, whatever be 
one 's avocation or profession, as 
a consumer fight for one's right 
of choice , value for money and 
above all accountability of vendor 
of goods , and services; and, as 
a social being, give a part of one's 
money, talent and time for 
enhancing the quality of life for 
the less privileged through 
innumerable avenues of public 
service. 

The salvation for the coun­
try can only be through service 
and sacrifice. There is no sub­
stitute for good citizenship. 

M. R. Pai 
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The East Asian Economic Crisis 
Why Hong Kong Was Spared ... 

Milton Friedman 

The economic turmoil in the Far East is demonstrating which values 
are virtues - and which are vices. 

Economists and social scien­
tists complain that we are at a 
JisaJvantage compnred to physi­
cal and biological scient ists because 
we cannot conduct controlled ex­
p eriments. However, the experi­
ments the~t nature throws up can 
be every bit as instructive as de­
liberately contrived experi­
ments. Take the fifty-year 
experiment in economic policy 
provided by Hong Kong be­
tween the end of World War 
II and this past July, when I long 
Kong reverted to China . 

In this experiment, Hong 
Kong represents the experi­
mental treatment; Britain, Is­
rael, and the U .S. serve as 
controls. Immediately after INDIA 

World War 11, I lo ng Ko ng had 
a population of about 600,000. 
1\. colony of Britain, it Jid not 
receive its freeuom after the 
war as most other colonies did. 
The reason was obvious: Chine~ was 
next door. If Hong Kong had been 
set free, it almost surely would have 
been taken over by Chi na. Instead, 
Britain retained I long Kong as a 
crown colony. 1\.fter the Commu­
nists took control of Mainland China, 
a flood of refugees came to !long 
Kong . Over the next fifty years, the 
population exploded . Today it is 
more than six million. 

I take Britain as one coJitrol 
because Britain, a benevolent Jic­
tator, imposeJ different policies on 
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Hong Kong from the ones it pur­
sued at home. I take Israel as another 
control because, like Hong Kong, 
Israel had a small population at the 
end of the war and then was in­
undated by refugees. In both, the 
population increased by roughly 
tenfold. In both, the refugees came 

from races, Chinese and Jewish -
that were reputed to be intelligent 
anu commercially able. And those 
two countries, alike in key respects, 
adopteu very different economic 
poli cies . I take the U.S. as a third 
control because it is the richest 
country in the world and reputedly 
the exemplar of free markets. 

Hong Kong and Britain 
The difference in the economic 

policies followeJ by Hong Kong anu 
Britain was a pure accident. The 
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colonial office in Britain happened 
to semi Jolm Cowperthwaite to I long 
Kong "to serve as its financial 
secretary. Cowperthwaite was a 
Scotsman and very much a disciple 
of Adam Smi th. At the time, while 
Britain was moving to a socialist 
and welfare state, Cowperthwaite 

insisted that I long Kong prac­
tice laissez-fa ire. He ref used to 
impose any tariffs. I-Ie insisted 
on keeping ta xes down. 

I firs t visited I-long Kong 
in 1955 shortly after the initial 
inflow of refugees. It was a 
miserable place for most of its 
inhabitants. The tempora ry 
dwellings that the government 
had thrown up to house the 
refugees were one-room cells 
in a multi-story building thnt 
was open in the front ; one 
family, one room . The fact that 
people woulu accept such mis­
erable living qunrters tes tifi ed 

to the intensity of thei r desire to 
leave Red China. 

I met Cowperthwaite in 1963 
on my next visit to Hong Kong. I 
remember asking him about the 
paucity of statis tics. I Ie answereu, 
" If I let them compute those sta­
ti stics, they 'll want to use them for 
planning." How wise! 

Nonetheless, the re are some 
statistics and in 1960, the earliest 
date for which I have been able to 
get them, the average per-capita 
income in Hong Kong was 28 per 



cent of that in Great Britain; by 1996, 
it had risen to 137 per cent of that 
in Britain. In short, from 1960 to 
1996, Hong Kong's per capita in­
come rose from one-quarter of 
Britain's to more than a third larger 
thnn Britain's. It's easy to state these 
figures . It is more difficult to re­
alize the significance. Compnre 
Britain - the birthplace of the 
Industrial Revolution, the nine­
teenth-century economic super­
power on whose empire the sun 
never set -with Hong Kong- a spil 
of lnnJ, overcrowued, with no 
resource except for a great harbor. 
Yet within four decades the res i­
dents of this spit of overcrowded 
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JanJ had achieved for themselves 
a level of income one-third higher 
than that enjoyed by the residents 
of its mother country. 

I believe that the only plau­
sible explanation for the different 
rates of growth is socialism in Britain, 
fr ee enterprise anJ free ma rkets in 
I long Kong. I las anybody got a 
better explanation? l'J be grateful 
for any suggestions. 

Hong Kong and Isr<~el 

The comparision ,,·ith Is rael 
is in some ways even more inter­
es ting that that with Krit<~in . Is rael 
had one major J is<~d vantage and 
sever<~ I major advantages compared 
to I long Kong. Its rna jnr dis ad van­
l<~ge was lh<~t it h<~d to m<~intain 
strong armed forces to meet the 
threa t from the enemies th<~t sur­
rounded it, with whom it fought 
several wars. 

On the other h<~nd , Israel haJ 
what "~<voulJ be widely regard ed as 
a major advantage, although I Jon'! 
reg<~rJ it as such. lsrilel received 
much fo reign aiJ from the U.S. 
government anJ other governments 
around the world, and also from 
Jews living outside Israel- notably, 
Am erica, So uth Africa anJ British 
Jews . According to data that I 
analyzed Juring a visit to Israel in 

1977, the bulk of its defense costs 
was being financed by such con­
tributions. In an economist's way 
of looking at things, military defense 
is an export industry for Israel. I 
estimated that the net cost of defense 
to Israel was something like 10 per 
ce nt of its national income. That 's 
a substantial amount. But it's not 
an intolerable amount. 

Beyond this, Israel has a much 
Icnger land area - its population 
density is 1 /25th that ofl-Iong Kong 
-and far richer natural resources. 
Corresponding to Hong Kong's great 
port, it has a Mediterranean port 
anti a southern port at Eilat. And 
yet from 1960 to 1996, ils ave~=age 
per-capita income went from 60 per 
cent more than Hong Kong's to 40 
per cent less. 

Again; ! he most plausible ex­
planation is that Israel followed a 
socialist policy and Hong Kong a 
free-market policy. Government 
spending in Hong Kong was, at its 
maximum, about 15 per cent of 
national income. Government 
spending in Israel was at times close 
to 100 per cent of national income. 
(That may seem an impossibility, 
but it isn ' t because of the mysteries 
of national-income accounting.) The 
socialist policy was Israel's folly, 
though it did less harm than the 
corresponding policy Jid in Brit­
ain, partly, in my opinion, because 
the British were much more law­
abiding. 

When I returned from my first 
visit to Israel in 1962, I summarized 
my impression by saying that two 
traditions were at war in Israel: a 
hundred-year old tradition of be­
lief in paternalistic socialist gov­
ernment and of rejection of 
capitalism and free markets, and 
a two-thousand-year old tradition, 
developed out of the necessities of 
the Diaspora, of self-reliance and 
voluntary cooperation, of gelling 
arotmd government controls, of 
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using every ounce of Jewish inge­
nuity to take advantage of such 
opportunities as escaped the clumsy 
grasp of government officials. I 
concluded that, fortuna teiy for Israel, 
the older tradition was proving the 
stronger. Unfortunately for Israel, 
the older tradition has since lost 
strength, while the newer tradition 
has gained. Maybe, Mr. Netanyahu 
can reverse the process, as he appears 
to want to do. 

Hong Kong and the United States 
According to the latest fig­

ures I have, per capita income in 
Hong Kong is almost identical with 
that in the United Staes. 

i,_ "' r ~ ._ .. _ ... ~·-.,.'f ::---~· .... ....,...,,r .. OLT# .; . .... 

That is close to incredible. 
Here we are - a country of 260 
million people that stretches from 
sea to shining sea, wilh enormous 
resources, and a two hundred-year 
background of more or less steady 
growth, supposedly the strongest 
anti richest country in the world, 
and yet six million people living on 
a tiny spit of land with negligible 
resources rna nage to prod 11ce as high 
a per-capita income. How come? 

The expianation is the same 
as for Britain and Israel. Direct 
government spending is less than 
15 per cent of national income in 
Hong Kong, more than 40 per cent 
in the United States. Indirect gov­
ernment spending via regulations 
and manJates is negligible in Hong 
Kong but accounts for about 10 per 
cent of national income in the United 
States . In both respects, the U.S. 
Jiffers from Hong Kong less than 
either Britain or Israel, both of which 
have even higher government spend­
ing as n fraction of national income, 
and even more intrusive and ex­
tensive regulations and mandates, 
which is presumably why per-capita 
income in the U .S. is more than a 
third higher lhan that in the UK 
and nearly 80 per cent higher than 
that in Israel. 
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Wearemoreprouuctive than 
Hong Kong. But we have chosen, 
or been leu by the vagaries of politics, 
to Jevote roughly half of our re­
sources to activities to which Hong 
Kong devotes 15 or 20 per cent. Our 
higher productivity means that we 
can produce with 50 per cent of our 
resources the same p er capita in­
come as Hong Kong can proJuce 
with 80 to 85 per cent of its re­
sources. 

The rea I lesson of Hong Kong 
for the U.S. is that we're using our 
resources inefficiently. Our govern­
ment is spending our money to 
subs iLl ize tobacco and to penalize 
smoking; to subsidize chilLI-bear­
ing and to discourage chilJ-bear­
ing; to builu new housing anJ to 
tear down housing; to subsiJize ag­
riculture anJ to penalize agricul­
ture; anJ on and on. Not to mention 
converting square miles of forests 

and South Korea Went Bust 

. . - '''As' ai1 imperfect but believ­
ing member of a church that is itself 
founJeu upon miracles, I can claim 
to believe in them. And as a hoiJer 
of a number of Asian stocks ami 
mutual funJs, moreover, on occa­
sion I find myself praying for them. 
But when the worJ "miracle" is 
invokeJ to explain the economic 
performance of a country, I feel 
myself inwardly recoiling, like a 
freemason who hns inexplicably 
founJ himself at I .ourdes. 

1\s applieJ to this p<Hl of the 
worlJ, "miracles" first gain eJ 
currency three years ngo in a re­
markable book publisheLI by the 
WoriLl Bank. CalleJ T/1~ [u:;t 1\:;iun 
Mirucle, its topi:: was the .relation­
ship between governments, the 
private sector, anLI the market. 1\ nLI 
no doubt about it, the growth lwd 
been phenomenal: since 1960 the 
eight countries in question- Japnn, 
Singapore, Hong Kong, Malaysia, 
South Korea, JnJonesia, ThailanJ 
nnJ Taiwan - haJ collectively 
experienceJ more than twice as 
much gnnvth as the rest of East 
Asia, roughly three times CIS much 
as Latin America anJ South 1\sia, 
anJ five times as much as Sub­
Saharan Africa . 

In thecourseoDH7pages the 

3G 

Bank a rgueJ that this success was 
not as mngical as it might appenr, 
anJ in foci "in Iorge measure" it 
was achieveJ by "gelling the basics 
right." U nfortunntely for /\sin, what 
struck in people's minJs was not 
the strnightfonvarJ explanation 
about funJnmentals but the worJ 
"miracle. " This in turn leJ to all 
rna nner of extravagant cia ims nbout 
"1\sinn values" nnJ the iJea lhnl 
Western concepts such as compe­
tition renlly JiJn ' t apply . ToJay, 
\Vith regional stock markets anJ 
currencies hnving sheJ n thirJ of 
their valu e sin ce summer, the 
h<Hlghtiness is gone. In its place is 
a pessimism that is nrguably as 
unjustifieJ as the excessive enthu­
siasm that preceJeJ it. 

Without Joubt South Korea 's 
success in picking itself up from a 
Jevastoting civil war to become the 
\VoriJ's 11 •h-largest traJing nation 
is a powerful story . But whenever 
one countereJ with the equally 
compelling story of !long Kong, the 
worJ was not mirncle but aberra­
tion . In my experience everyone 
wanteJ to hear about Korea, even 
though its income per capita was 
the lowest of the four tigers' (I long 
Kong, Singnpore, T<liwan, South 
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into billions of paper forms, and 
spenJing many man-years of labor 
filing them out and then filing them. 

In the process, government 
tends to neglect its basic function: 
"To protect our freedom both from 
the enemies outside our gates and 
from om fellow citizens: to pre­
serve law and oruer, to enforce 
private contracts, to foster competi­
tive markets" 

William McGurn 

Korea); at $ 8,260, it still remains 
less than half that of I long Kong. 
Yet whenever Hong Kong is cited 
as a model the objection is raised 
that it is unique: because it was a 
colony, because it is near China, 
because it had no defense to speak 
of, etc. 

My own guess is that the bias 
is entirely unJerslanJable. In Hong 
Kong, bureaucrats and planners hnJ 
a I most no role. But the Korean model 
opernles on a completely different 
set of principles. It dales from 1961, 
when Park Chung I lee came to 
power in a militnry coup determineJ 
to raise his country from the ashes. 
Like most technocrats, Park asso­
ciateJ wealth v.rith heavy inJustry: 
steel factories, auto works, etc., anJ 
he marshaled the country's resources 
in that direction. There woulu be 
none of this trusting the market­
place to sort out winners anJ los­
ers. The government knew what 
inJustries were neeJeJ, anJ those 
that were favoured received creJit 
while those lhnt were deemed 
frivolous withered on the vine. 

Like the }npanese model, the 
Korean moJel rested on three pillars. 
f-irst a bias toward the bigness the 
burenucrats thought would guar­
antee economies of scale. Second, 



thA idea that banks would rather 
serve as po licy arms of the govern­
ment. ThirJ, that growth would be 
paiJ for by the public, by suppress­
ing consumption . "CuiJed capital­
ism, " they calleJ it , anJ though 
s tubborn m?.rkettypes like me might 
in our tiresome way point out tha i 
it C(lme with hugeopportunily cos ts, 
it diJ wurk in the sense the coun­
tri es based on thi s model did 
Jevelop. 

So w h(l \ accounteJ for the 
success o f this planning as opposed 
to the socialist varie ti es? The an­
swer is simple. In con tras t to o ther 
planned econom ies, Jr~pan , Korea, 
lnJ o nes io , Mnl(lysio, t'/al. requireJ 
that the companies sup.p()r teJ be 
competitive in overseas markets. 
Insle<1d of trying to preserve the 
foreign-exchange balance by curir 
ing impo rts, the tiger eco nomies 
like Korea Jid so by boosting exports, 
hence ensuring th <1 t th eir compa­
ni es were more competiti ve. 

The resu lt W<IS fabulous 
growth in exports plus a gleaming 
array of new fac lllri es . II was hord 
to argue against. In llllng Kong the 
typica l entrepreneur has a 5 to 10 
man troding Cllmpany in a grotty 
CllnCrt>te huiiJi ng in ·1Pngkllk. In 
Knrea , ho \\'e\·er, the vi.,ible signs 
of d ev t>! l1 pm ent w ere all nwJ ern­
louking: glenming fac to ri t>s, mll J­
ern skyscrapers, roads full uf new 
cars, etc. If it was mnre altrClctive 
to foreign theo ri sts, this \\ '<IS in good 
part beca use it li tt>ra ll y loll ked more 
attractive. 

In theory it worked like clock­
work . /\s lo ng as the consumer J iJ 
no t revolt, co untries like Japan and 
Koreil were ilble to crea te inle rnil­
ti o n <~ lly co mp etitive economies o n 
the back llf suppressed eilrnings . 
Rut as the 'vVo rld economy becil me 
n1ore complicated and the running 
of these economies more cumbe r­
some, the sys tem itse lf became a 
threil t to wmpetitiveness . On pa-

per the advantage of cheap capil<~l 
was th<~t it could be channeled to 
comp<mies where it was needed; in 
prilctice this meanlthat capital was 
often steered to the politically 
connected rather than the economi­
cally merilllrious. /\s the wor!J is 
now discovering, financial institu­
ti ons that never useJ lraJilionill 
crit eria such as risk analysis found 
themselves saud leJ with an ever­
greater number of non-performing 
loans. 

We still Jon'\ know the rea l 
extent of this iml eb teJ ness. InJeeJ, 
global m arkets !hil l winked ill this 
sys tem so long as the returns were 
coming in ilre now asking the tough 
~luesti·l-ll1S , and forcing 'the issue in 
a Japan that once thought itself 
immune from ou lsiJe pressure . 
When Yamaichi Securities went bust 
last month, for example, it was 
largely because MooJy's haJ low­
ered its roting, which in turn maJe 
it impossible for Yamichi to get the 
shnrt-term creJil that is the life­
blnnJ of any financial institution. 

I lo ng Kt1ng, Singapore anti 
Taiwan have lorgely been spareJ 
those problems, because they have 
no t put oil their eggs in the plan­
ning bn!->ket. The re lative openness 
of the lrCl Jing sys tems has brnught 
a \\·eiCll me Jiscipline. It has also 

ensured gains in overall market 
efficiency. lntleed, although Taiwan 
started out in the Korean path anti 
still competes in many of the sa me 
export markets, it has not allowed 
itself to become dominated by a 
few huge conglomerates. To the 
co ntrary, as Taiwan continues to 
liberalize, smil ll and medium-sizeJ 
firms <1re becoming ever more sig­
nificant players in the overall 
economy. 

In the enJ, it m<~y be too h<~rsh 
to say, as MIT's Paul Krugman Jid 
lwfore this year's meltJown- that 
the /\sian mirncle was at bottom 
the result o nly of increaseJ inputs 
i.nto thesystem,li~lleJifferen,t from 
the eilrly spectacular gains of So­
viet industry . There were virtues 
to the /\sian way of doing things, 
primarily to a belief in harJ work 
anti ente-rprise-sOppofteJ by public 
structures that had little concern 
fo r ind iviJ ual welfare, a virtue well 
worth keepi ng . It's just time they 
applieJ it to companies as well as 
consumers. 

Mr. Millon Friedman is a senio r fell ow al 
lhe ITooevcr I nst itut ion. This article is based 
on the Ceoq,;e J. S tigler Memori.1l Lecture 
.1tthe Univer~ity of Chicago, M.1y H, 1997. 

Mr. Willi.1m M.:Curn is a senior editor of 
the F.u /~;, ,,·tan Economic Review. 
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In a Lighter Vein 

Playing with Words 

All work and no play makes ,Jack a dull bo~· · So for a 
change , let's have a brnather and play with words. 

Shakespeare Game 

Shakespeare is held t.o be t.hc most popular of all au· 
thors. According to one research scholar , the t.i!.les of 
his plays revolved around romance and told th e tal e 
of married life. Guess the play for each of' tlw follow­
ing qu estions: 

l. 
2. 
:3. 
1. 
5. 
G. 

Who were the lovers? 
What was t.hcir courtship like? 
What. clicl she answer t.o his proposa l? 
What t imc of month were the~· married? 
Of whom did he buy the rin~;? 

··Who were the best man and maid of honour? 
7. Who were the ushers? 
8. In what kind of place did the~· liv e? 
8. What. was her d ispos ition like? 
10. V.rlwt was his ehi efoccupation? 
II. What caused their !'irst quarrel? 
12. What did their courtship prove to be') 

1:3. What did th eir married lif'1~ rese mbl e') 
11. What did they ~ive one another? 
15. What. did th eir friends say? 

Anagrams 

Tra n spos i t.ion of lett c rs of word or ph ra,.: e In form new 
word or phrase is ca ll1~d an anagram . SonH' an<~!!rrlln s 
arc laboured ones, alrnm;t s ill~· . h>r in s tanee . ' I s \\·car 
he's like a lamp' (William ShakespPme). Some arc 
better such as 'We all make hi s praise (\\' illiam 
Sha kespca rc) or 'Governs a n iee. qu i1~t.ln nd· (\ ' ict orin , 
Englnnd's Queen). !\lost. interesting arc those whieh 
emerge as a witty. telling phrase. Some! irn es ana· 
grams arc sa id t.o hav e IH~ I ~ n used with ser ious in lent. 
\\'hen Pilate , in the nil>l1~ (,fohn XVIII , :38) asks "\\' hat 
is truth?'', the ques tion in Latin is Quid C'S / t•critos?. 
And the Christia ns answerwilh an ;IIWJ-:r;lln : t;;s/ \ 'ir 
qui ockc; t.: "fl's t .h1~ man who's here'' . nnrn ely ,Jt~sus . 

llonor est, a. Ni lo (!lis ~lory's f'rorn I he Nile) wns how 
llornt.io Nelson 's vielory nl. Nile was lwikd in La! in 
and that also was m1 nnngrnm of' his name. To eome 
back l.o the present .. "lnsarw An~lo \\arlord'' wa s 

• coined by someone who obvious!~· didn 't lik1~ ' Honald 
Wilson l~nagan' . lndnnd . it. musl have bef' n a shnrp 
nwlhernnlical asalsoalilnrar.v . two in orw. mind whid1 
coined "t\\'O plus e lc~v1~ n " oul of' "orw plu s lwnlvc ~ · · which 

A. K. R. Hemmady 

not only gives t.he same result but uses the same let­
ters. 

Sornc famous anagrams arc : 

Western Union= no wire unscnt 

circumstantial evidence= can ruin a selected victim 

a stitch in time saves nine= this is mcnnt as incen-
tive 

William Shnkcspcarc = l am a weakish speller (or) l 
like Mr. W. II. as a pal , sec? 

funeral= real fun 

Th e Morse Code= !Jere come dots 

pnrishioncrs = I hire parsons 

inloxicntc = cxei lalion 

schoolmaster= the elass roorn 

mot her-in-law= woman llitlcr 

l am sure that all men leading a hnppy married life 
will readily agree thnt this last b1l about the mothcr­
in-lnw is in very bad l.aste! 

Tr.v to coin nnagrnrns oul of the followin~ . Exeeptclue 
:) . 1 he nns\\'t'r" 1 o ol hers i;; just one word : 

I. 

2. 

:3. 
·1. 

5. 

G. 

7. 

8. 

fl. 

10. 

II. 

12. 

lm·c tn ruin 

got n=- ;1 clu e 

inner ro il 

] mean to rend il 

violence fun f'orlh (2 words) 

all ~rent sins 
Js pity love? 

made moral 

Spnrc him not 

1 hire pnrsons 

nin e thumps 

Jn bountiful air , bath is idiotic 

You mnr wond er wh ct.hcr 27 lct.l.ers in clue 12 really 
const it.L;I e one s in~.de word in !.he English language? 
Sl ran ~~~ I)·. such a word has been used by none ot.hcr 
lhnn Shnkespr.;u·e in "Lov e's Lnhour Lost''. 

(fur 0//SIII!'r.s, pleas!' S!'£' fJfl~f' ·1·/) 
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To find out whether you're using 
the best Powder Hair Dye, 

place it next to ours. 
r-----------, 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Your : 
current 1 
Brand I 

: 1: • •- \. (. .0., , I .... . 

I 
I 
I 
I ___________ j 

Now take this simple test. 

• Is it shampoo based? 

• Does it spread easily? 

• Is it convenient. non-messy. easy to use? 
• Are the shades natural? 

ti.e . no one can make out you're using a hnir dye) 
• Is ir long lasting? 

• Is it safe' 
• Is ir from a reputed company'> 

• Finally, what is the price? 

~,,,---- .......... , 

/ In 2 shades: \ 
: Permanent \ 
• Natural Bfiick ' 
~ & Brown liiack : 

\ ' 
\ 

Godrej 
Powder Hair Dye 

0" 
[!( 

1!1 

1!1 
1!1 
0" 
® 

Rs. 32/· 
for lOgms.* 

Any other 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

Rs. __ _ 

for6gms. 

Godrej Powder Hair Dye. So much more for so much less. 

· • Max retai l price as on 1 so Jan. 1993 rinclus"·e or all taxes I 

Mudra GS 1458 



A JR-M[ A"¥ JE § JH( -l 
The Finest Hand Embroidery - Forever 

ARMAYESH, world leading Manufacturer-Exporters of the 

finest quality of exquisite Hand Embroidered designs and 

products supplied around the world, NOV/ INTRODUCES 

the same guaranteed international quality and timely delivery 

FOR THE INDIAN MARKET. 

You can select from many existing international designs 

or order any design of your choice for your Sarees (Ghararas 

are our Speciality), Dupattas, Ghagras, Cholis,jackets, Vests, 

Handbags, Cushion covers and other products which will 

be exclusively hand embroidered for you. 

Please telephone 

:Mr . .Jlrun 1'a[k/iiwa[e :::~ :Mrs. Slie i[a :N. .Jlga 

an 308 42 83 I 307 23 30 

to finalise the date and time of your visit to our DESIGN 

STUDIO AND SHOWROOM . 

ARMAYESH FASHIONS PVT. LTD. 
Design Studio & Showroom 
513, Veena Kill edar Estate 
Pais Street, Byculla (West) 

Mumbai 400 011. 
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HISTORY'S LEGEND - MAHA­
NAYAK SUBHAS CHANDRA: 
NETAJI CENTENARY VOLUME 
edited by Shalil Ghos h; The Netaji 
Subhas Centenary Celebrations 
Commillee, Mah;uashtra, B.lng 
Bhavan, Road No.5, Hindu Colony, 
Dadar, Mumbai 400 014; 1997; 
pp.100; Rs.200. 

Reviewed by 
Dr. D. Anjaneyulu 

The ' lfs' of his tory are int er­
esti ng to specul a te upon. Rut ca n 
they 'right' the wrongs o f man anJ 
society, s itu ation anJ circumslnnce? 
G. M. Trevelya n trieJ to imagine 
what wouiJ have have hnppeneJ 
if Napoleon haJ won the bnttle of 
Waterloo, anJ C lio chosen to act 
otherwise in o ther cases. Likewise, 
we cnn continue the series nnJ think 
of the s hnpe o f things to co me, haJ 
Lincoln nnJ Kenn.eJ y no t been 
nssassinateJ; nnJ I Iiiier anJ Mus­
solinieliminilteJ en rly enough . Also 
if Lenin nnJ Stillin were not born 
anJ Kerensky alloweJ to rule on 
the bas is o f his miljority in the 
Russinn l'nrlinme nt (The Durnil). 

In the lnJia n co nt ex t, how I 
w ish !hil t Netilji hil J no t J isappeareJ 
mysteriously in 1945! I lis escnpe 

from lnJ ia in 1941 was the stuff It was, therefore, quite ap-
o f J eep mystery nnJ high ndven- propriate that the Netaji Centennry 
ture . In th e clas s icnl lrnJition, Celebrations Commitee (Maha-
insp iring nnJ memorab le. But ras htra) had chosen to produce a 
perso nillly I, fo r one, woulJ seem Birth Centenary volume, rather 
to thin k that it wouiJ ha ve been different from the usual bunch of 
better for him if he had chosen to formal tributes. Mr. Shalil Ghosh, 
stny on in India, after Ramgarh anJ the editor and publisher, has taken 
other d evelopments anJ fought the care to bring together a number of 
battl es at home ra ther than abroaJ, informative articles, some o f which 
wanJ ering from Russia to Cerm il ny are quite rnre for their insight. They 
anJ Japan, befo re organising the include reminiscences anJ assess-
InJia n National Army. It was no m e nts by Rabindrnnath Tagore, 
doubt a great and unpreceJ ented Nathalal D. Parikh, Prof. Suniti 
achievement, theenJ result of which Kumar Ghos h, Prof. Sa tyabrata 
was fru s trated by aJverse cirtum- -· Ghosh, Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia, 
stances . I lis to rians, as well as the Dr. Amit Ganguly, Dr. P . C. Al-
makers of moJ ern his tory, were exanJer, Mr. P. N. Oak, anJ Shalil 
grossly unfa ir to him . Ghosh himself. 

Sma ll wonJer, therefore, that 
the nat io na 1 Press, which tenJ s to 
lio nise the curren t immort il ls, 'vvho 
hnJ done well for themselves nnJ 
their iJ o ls, hnve little or no use for 
Netaji Rose. /\s Mr. M. R. l'ai says 
in his fo reword to the present 
vo lume: 

" When an eJit <lf was 
apprna cheJ to publish some 
tribute to Netaji Subhas C hilnJ ra 
Bose Juring th e ce nt e na ry 
ce leb ra ti ons, he rep li eJ th at 
toJ ay 's reaJers were not interes­
teJ in it. Thoug h it was unp lensan t 
to hea r such an assessment which 
the eJitor-fri enJ hil J given in 
hi s professional capncity, it is not 
surprising, co nsi J ering hcnv the 
country has neglec teJ Ne taji in 
all these fift y yea rs of 
I nJ epenJ e nce". 

Netaji hils been neg lec teJ at 
theGovernm entnlleveltoo, perhaps 
d elibera tely in Nehru 's time, anJ 
ignora ntly, nnJ abse nt-mi nJ eJ ly 
Inter . Simil il r mus t be th e cnse of 
the privnte sec tor too - in th e 
publishing business, of books a nJ 
newspapers. 

Fn •••dom Firs/ :1tJril-.fllll l' I.?.'JR 

Overjoyed by the victo ry of 
Subhas Bose, on his election to the 
Tripura Congress, in January 1939, 
G uruJev Tngore hail eJ him as 
"Ot'~fla Nayak" Sub has, nnJ greeted 
him: "I welcome you to be the leader 
o f this country". lie aJJed : "you 
have made allies out of your trou­
bles anJ obs tacles have proveJ to 
be so many steps in the laJJ er of 
your success. That you could do 
so was owing to your refusal to 
accept J efea t. We, in Rengal, need 
to emulat e this strength of charac­
ter more than anything else" . 

lt was on 21st January 1939 
tha t Shantiniketan played host at 
a functi on in which Subhas was 
feli citateJ , when this stirring speech 
was made by GuruJev Tagore. It 
was also planned to stage a play .. 
in Calcutta on f-ebruary 4, when 
Bose wou\J be publicly felicitated 
in Tago re's presence. 

/\II this was changed after a 
v is it by SuJhir Ghosh, emissa ry of 
Ca nJhi , fo lloweJ by one by Nehru, 
to Shnntiniketan . Lat er s till, when 
Tagore pleaJeJ with Ga ndhi to settle 
the differences with Rose, Gandhi 
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was unyielding in his stand and 
replied : "Subhas is the spoilt child 
of the family . He must be taught 
a lesson''. 

The deep-seated political 
differences between Gandhi and 
Bose, which assumed the overtones 
of personal hostility on the part of 
the former, were responsible for 
his vindictive attitude and deter­
mination to teach the latter a les­
son. During the lifetime and the 
brief politicctl Cilreer of C. R. Das, 
nothing could be done, though 
CanJ.hi was not quite happy. After 
the death of Das, he was able to 
ploce his own nominees in posi­
tions of leadership in Bengal. j. M. 
Sen Gupta was chosen for the triple 
crown - civic, political and legis­
lative. Notable among the other 
confidants were: Dr. R. C. Roy, Kiron 
Shankar Roy, N. R. Sarkarand Tulsi 
C. Goswami. 

After the resignation of 
Subhas from the Congress Presi­
dentship in 1939, many hurdles were 
placed in his way. lie was not 
allowed to continue as President 
of the Bengal Provincial Congress 
Committee . And when a majority 
of its members stood by him, the 
committee itself was suspended . An 
official committee was set up in­
stead, approved by the lligh Com­
mand. Thus it was that the party 
in Rengi:ll was vertically split, 
Jeliberately breaking its backbone 
and shattering it permanently. 

In his article tilled, 'The Tussle 
of the Top Two", Prof. Satyabrata 
Ghosh traces the roots of the spirit 
of rivalry belweenJawaharlal Nehru 
and Subhas Bose. Going back to 
1927. I le says: 

"After Madras (1927), the 
Congress session came to Calcutta 
and finally to Lahore. The younger 
Nehru was the President. I le suc­
ceeded his father. Was it the be­
ginning of the 'dynastic rule?' Very 
few thought it so then . Even though 
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Nehru was in the Chair, Gandhiji 
stole the show when he moved the 
resolution for complete Independ­
ence as promised in Calcutta . By 
this time, Subhas was behind the 
bars . lie had no part to play in this 
changing drama of India's freedom 
struggle. 

It was at the father's instance 
that the son was crowned at Lahore 
by Mahatma Gandhi. On the eve 
of Independence, Nehru was not 
really sorry that Bose was nowhere 
to be seen. lie was, in fact, relieveJ 
that the coast was clear. After 
assuming office, he was half-hectrteJ. 
in his motions to order a search for 
his whereabouts. So was his daugh­
ter, when she appointed the Khosla 
Commission, which produced 
nothing worthwhile. 

Suniti Kumar Ghosh, in his 
article tilled, "The Patriot of 
Patriots", probes the origin of 
Gandhi's opposition to Bose, which 
he identifies as the latter's straight­
fonvardness and unwillingness to 
compromise on matters of principle. 
Gandhi was virtually a dictator ("a 
vegetariCin Jict<~tor", as Nirad C. 
ChCiudh<~ri would have it) , who 
would brook nod issent or deviation. 

This \Vas openly Jeclared at 
the plenary session of the Tripur<~ 
Congress in J<~nuary 1939. In the 
course of his welcome address , Seth 
CovinJ Das, Chairman of the 
Reception Committee, affirmed: 

"Our Congress orga nisCI­
tion can be compareJ and is 
similar to the rascist Party of 
Italy, the Nazi (party) of Ger­
m<~ny. M<~hatmCI GanJhi occu­
pies the same position among 
Congressmen as that held by 
Mussolini among rascists, llit­
ler among N<~zis". 

It was PanJit G. B. Pant, who 
moveJ the resolution (<~tthe A ICC) 
obliging the President to nominate 
the Working Committee in Clccord­
ance with the wishes of GCindhiji. 
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As the resolution was clearly 
11lfra vires of the Congress consti­
tution, and repugnant to all demo­
cratic principles, it was severely 
criticised by some in the debate 
that followed. Replying to the debate, 
Pandit Pant declared: 

"Wherever nations had 
progressed, they had done so unJ er 
the leadership of one man. Germany 
had relied on Herr Hiller. Whether 
they agreed with Herr Hiller's 
methods or not, there was no 
gainsaying the filet that Germany 
had progressed under Herr Hiller". 

There is no recorJ of what 
Pandit Nehru, the intrepid demo­
crat and ardent socialist, had to say 
on these J.eclarations. 

In some ways, the most vivid 
and touching portrait ofSubhas Bose 
is given in hb 'Reminiscences' by 
his aJmirer, friend anJ host, 
Nathalal D. Parikh, who was in the 
J. i<~monJ business. I le haJ. first met 
him in October 1933. He writes: 

"What struck me most at our 
first meeting was Subhas's rem<~rk­
Cible foreheCid which rem<~ineJ. 

lustrous and fascin<~ting in spite of 
the long illness through which he 
was passing. lie seemed inspired 
by an ide<~lism which made him 
indifferent to his own sickness and 
suffering, trials and tribulations". 

Rose \VCIS close to Vith<~lbhai 
Patel, who was then ailing in Europe. 
The latter had great hopes for him, 
anJ before his Jeath, left all his 
monies (more than a lakh or so) 
to Bose for foreign prop<~g<~nJa. Patel 
SCiid: 

"In him, I see a great fighter 
with an incomparable determina­
tion to carry on InJia's struggle 
without any kinJ of compromise. 
In him I see service anJ s<~crifice 
incarn<~te ... where can you finJ 
such a man?" 

As it h<~ppeneJ,CiflerthedeCith 
of Vithalbhai, his will was chal-



JengeJ in a court of law in Bombay, 
and the case was deciJed in filvour 
of his younger brot her, Yilllilbhbhili 
Piltel, and Subhas was thus denieJ 
the legacy of his benefactor. 

i\t the I f;1ripura session in 
1~38, his friends and c;dmirers were 
so deeply impresssed by the per­
sonality and performanceofSubhas 
that they suggested it was time he 
got married. To all of them, he had 
only one stock reply: "!lave I got 
the lime to marry? How can I have 
divided love? I have dedicated my 
life to my country, India. But one 
never knows". 

"I-Ie lived and died so that 
India may be great". 

In recalling "History's Leg­
end", Shalil Ghosh describes Netaji 
Subhas as the most tragic figure of 
a world statesman who gave his 
all at the prime age of 48. Com­
paring him ·with Chhalrapali Shivaji, 
he says: "To me, Netaji Sub has was 
the incarnation of Shivaji Milhilraj 
in the twentieth century ilnd the 
greatest 'hero' of our time". 

i\nillysing the unique leilder­
ship quillities of Netilji Sub hils, Shalil 
Ghosh mentions the following: 

(1) A slraightforwilrd nature, free 
fro m milnipuliltive politics and 
manoeuvring tactics; (2) Uncom­
promising illlitude to Hrilis h impe­
rialism; (3) Lover of one's country, 
above all other allegiilnces, like caste 
and creeJ, sect, language, region, 
etc., and (4) il powerful personillity 
based on individuill resources, 
without infraslmctural support from 
the political eslilblishmenl and/or 
economic vested interests. 

"I am not sure today that 
GanJhiji was not to blame in the 
Subhas affair", says Dr. Ram 
Manohilr Lohiil, in a quoliltion from 
his book, "Guilty Men of India's 
Partition" (1960) . 

A It hough the orga nisa lion of 
the INA was a great adventure anJ 

achievement, it cannot be denied 
that Nelaji had misread the course 
of the ·war and miscalculilted its 
outcome. SodiJ Gandhiji, but Nehru 
was there to correct him. We now 
speak with the advantage of the 
hind~ight of his tory . But Netaji's 
personality and philosophy nrevalid 
for the present and future genera­
tions . I lis is one of the world's 
inspiring profiles in courage and 
character, in patriotism and pur­
poseful action. 

MR. D. ANJANEYULU is a well-kn ow n au· 
thor and journalist and a frcqucnlconlribu· 
lor lo Freedum Finil. 

AN UNFINISHED DREAM by Dr. 
· V. Kurien, Tala McGraw Hlll 
Publishing Co. Ltd., 4/62, Asaf Ali 
Road, New Delhi 110002; 1997; 
pp.598; price not stated. 

AN 
UNFINISHED · 

,·· DREAM =-

V KURIEN 

FOREV. ORD BY 

NORMAN BORLAUG 

Reviewed by 
Mr. Bhanu Pratap Singh 

While going throug h "An 
Unfinished Dream", a collection of 
s·peeches by Dr. Y. Kurien d-eliv­
ered by him on different occasions, 
I had the recurring feeling that this 
book shoulJ be maJe compulsory 
reading for all legislators in the 
country. If they go through it, they 
would know the "what and how" 
of rural Jevelopmenl. Currently, 
most politicians think that only Jis­
tribution of stale charity is rural 
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development. Such thinking will 
never succeed in alleviating rural 
poverty. First, because the state on 
account of its extravagence in other 
sectors, has very little to spare for 
agricultural and rural development. 
And secondly, not even half of what­
ever is sent for the poor, ever reaches 
them. Most of the rural poor are 
poor, not because they are invalid 
or disabled, but because they have 
been deprived of all those oppor­
tunities, facilities and infrastructural 
support, which are available to 
others. 

Rural development should be 
considered an "ennbling process", 
enabling ll~e poor to ea~t~ mq_re .for 
themselves and the nation. The 
National Diliry Development Board, 
which has been functioning for the 
last 33 years under the guidance 
of Dr ." Kurien, has never distrib­
uted charity, but has enabled the 
small Jairy farmers to earn by their 
own efforts more than Rs .3000 crores 
per anm1m . Often, it is said, "small 
is beautiful" . But Or. Kurien has 
demonstrated that "the combina­
tion of the small and the large is 
the most beadtiful". To help the 
small Jairy farmers, he has estab­
li s hed one of the largest dairy 
processing and marketing establish­
ments, and thereby enabled India 
to reach the top, amongst the milk 
producing countries of the world. 
After the successful demonstration 
of the combination of the small pro­
ducers a nJ vice-versa, if cotton pro­
ducers had been the owners of colton 
mills we \Vould not have witnessed 
the ghastly suicides, com!l'ited by 
hundreds of cotton growers in 
Andhra Pradesh. Instead, India 
would have emerged all he lop even 
amongst the cotton growing coun­
tries of the world, as it has in case 
of milk. 

Agriculture is not a single­
point, or single-person operation. 
ra rmers, how~never hard working, 
cannot be efficient producers, un-
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Jess they are supported by back­
ward and forwilrd linkages, mostly 
manned by non-farmers, but who 
are vital p<~rts of the farming sys­
tem; and without whose help, farm­
ers would be reduced to penury. 
They need scientists to evolve 
improved seeds and new techniques 
of proJ ucl ion. They need extension 
workers to serve as links between 
the laboratory and the lanJ. They 
need dependable supplies of inputs 
at reasonable costs. They also need 
credit and power to the Silme ex­
tent, if not more, as industry does. 
As most crops h;we tn be processed 
and storeJ before being consumeJ, 
they need storage anJ processing 
facilities, within their easy reach. 
lt is on the availability and quality 
of these mulliferious services, that 
the efficiency anJ prosperity of fam1-
ers t.lepent.l. Our policy-makers have 
not only neglected these, but willfully 
prevented creation of such facili­
ties . During the janata Party re­
gime, a scheme unJer the name of 
"Grid of !~ural GoJo>vns" was 
launcheJ, but it was abolished soon 
after the change of government. 

Agricultural research also 
needs to be re-oriented and strength­
eneJ. It is a pity that total govern­
ment expenJiture on agricultural 
research is no more than 0.3 % while 
most Jeveloping countries are 
spending upto 1% anJ the Jevel­
opeJ countries upto 2% of their 
agriculatural G.D.I'. on agricultural 
research. It is not enough, that sma II 
farmers be reacheJ with the latest 
techniques of proJuction unJer 
optimum conJitions . They shouJJ 
be reached with technologies that 
they can use <1nd which are relevant 
anJ compatible with their neeJs, 
resources anJ farming systems. 

f-or the faster growth of ag­
riculture, which is the key to pov­
erty eraJication in our country, pro­
duction ant.! marketing of agricul­
tural crops should, as far as pos­
sible, be treateJ as one venture to 
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be managed by farmers themselves. 
But to cre<~te such a system, the 
government will have first to take 
three steps: remove all restrictions 
on the movement, processing ami 
trade of farm products; establish a 
ch<~in of rural god own:; within easy 
reach of farmers; and recognise Gaclll 
Sn/J/1:.15, which are already statutory 
bodies, as cooperatives, and em­
powered to launch any collective 
enterprise by just passing a reso­
lution at their meeting, without 
having to seek permission from any 
other authority. 

To sum up, a new Participa­
tory Development Strategy \Viii have 
to be evolved, which aims at 
improv:in.g the lot of the common 
people, and not merely at increas­
ing the National Income. And lastly, 
in the words of Dr. Kurien, "The 
National Agricultural Policy shouiJ 
recognise that our aJvancement in 
agriculture is inextricbly linked to 
the quality of rural eJucation, anJ 
that rural schools must be placed 
in the hands of those, whose com­
munities they serve." Achievement 
of higher percentage of functional 
literacy (i.e.theability to reaJ write 
ami Jo simple calculations) amongst 
the rural masses is a part of the 
enabling process, and essential for 
the evolution of the new Participa­
tory Development Strategy. 
MR.li!Ti\NU I'Ri\Ti\1' SINGH is a f.1rmc r, 
a former lcr,islalorand was Unio n Minister 
for i\gricullurc. 

LONG WALK TO FREEDOM by 
Nelson Mandela; Paperback edi­
tion published by Abacus (A 
Division of Little Brown & Com­
pany, London. Mumbai distribu­
tors: India Book Distributors 
(Bombay) Ltd., 1007/1008, Arcadia, 
Nariman Point, Mumbai 400021; 
Reprinted 1997; pp.768; £6.25 
(approx.Rs.415) 

NELSON 
MANDEL A 

Reviewed by 
Maj .Gen. (Retd.) E. D'Souza 

This is Nobel Laureate Nel­
son ManJela 's autobiography. It is 
a scathing ind iclment of the Jegrad­
ing and inhuman practice of ap<~rt­
heid , a stunning portrayal of one 
man's all too human and all con­
suming desire to free his deprived 
countrymen of this Jamning curse 
baseJ on the colour of one's skin. 

Playing With Words : Answers 
Shakespeare Game Anagrams 
1. Romeo and Juliet 1. revolution 

2. catalogues 
2. A Midsummer Night's Dream 
3 . As You Like It 
4. Twelfth N ight 3. crinoline 

5 . The M erchant of Venice 4 . d etermination 
6 . Troilus and Cressida or Antony 

and Cleopatra 
5 . French Revolution 

7 . The Two Gentlemen of Verona 6 . gallantries 

8. Hamlet 7. positive ly 
9 . The Tempest 
10. The Taming of the Shrew 

8. melodrama 

11 . Much Ado About Nothing 9 . misanthrope 

12. Love's Labour Lost 10. parishioners 
13. A Comedy of Errors 
14. Measure for M easure 

11 . punishment 

15. All 's Well that Ends W ell 12. honorificabilitudinitatibus 
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ONE NAME THAT ECHOES 
FAR BEYOND THE HILLS OF 

KODAGU, HASSAN AND CHIKMAGALLUR 

CONSOLIDATED COFFEE 
ll(d!a ~ far-?ut 

Coffee ~FtJ«<eFcS:' al(d e~er-cS:' 

That is right. Consolidated 
Coffee, the country's premier Coffee 
Plantation Company, has a sterling 
reputation brewed from over 50 
years of consolidated experience in 
India's Coffee World. 

The Company's plantations 
comprise over 13,000 acres of Coffee 
( i nterp I anted with Pepper, 
Cardamom and Oranges) and Tea, 

all availing" of the bes"t cultivation 
methods. Consolidated Coffee are 
also the largest curers in the country, 
handling more than 15% of the 
country's Coffee production. 

In Consolidated Coffee, you 
have a Company that's been rapidly 
scaling the peaks of Indian Coffee 
care and cultivation, and whose 
name now echoes even beyond. 

ConsoCU!a.ted Coffee 

Tfie ecfto sprerufs1 day 6y day. 

CONSOLIDATED COFFEE LIMITED 
Pollibetta 571 215, Kodagu 
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It brought to mind an inci­
dent during World War II in Italy 
in December 1945 when the 8th 
Indian Division fought alongside 
the 6th South Afric<ln Armoured 
Division. The reviewer sustained Cl 
serious injury to his right knee during 
a GermCln 'stonk' (shell ing) of the 
villClge squ<lre of B<lgnClcavallo, in 
the Serchio VC!Iley near Pisa. After 
initial treatment Cl! an lndi<ln CClsu­
alty Clearing Section, he was evacu­
ated by ambulance the same night 
to the neClrest field hospital just 
outsiue florence for surgery. In the 
Jim light of the officers WClrd the 
colour of his skin was not easily 
visible. At the crack of Jawn, when 
he was J iscovered to be non-white, 
there were hurried consultCltions 
after which he was quickly lr<lns­
ferred in anambulance to the ne<lrest 
airfielu to be flown south to37 British 
GenerCll Hospital Arezzo; it h<lp­
peneu to be a South Afric<ln foiel_J 
Hospital for whites only! Th1s 
indignity suffereJ in a foreign 
country Juring Cl WClr, WCIS miniscule 
compareJ to wh<lt Nelson M<lmlela 
faceJ for the major pC!rl of his life 
in his own country Cit the racist h<lnJs 
of Dutch settlers, the Roers. This 
important work is the story of ~ 
"moving ClnJ exhiliarClting expen­
ence" of a gre<lt pC!lriot, politiciCln 
and moralist to fight with Clll the 
means Cll his Jisposal, m<linly non­
violent, the inhumCln, oppressive 
anJ repressive rClciCll J iscrimin<ltion 
against his countrymen. 

The manner our JepriveJ 
cl<lsses in India were anJ continue 
to be treated Cit R<lghp<lt in Bihu, 
pall in comparison to the bestiCll 
and inhumCln indignities he<lpeu 
upon the Blacks, Cape ColoureJ~, 

JnLiians anLI even symp<lthetlc 
Whites by the brutCll anJ repressive 
behClviouroftheSoulh AfricCln Police 
and other security agencies. Though 
Manuela relCltes them in Cl manner 
shorn of hale, the facts presenteJ 
by him speak for themselves. 

Why then did Nelson 
M<lndela reduce his experiences of 
a lifetime to the written word? This 
is wh<lt he says during his long 
incarceration in the Robben Island 
m<lximum security prison: "One dCly 
Kathy (Ahmed K<llhrada), Walter 
Sisulu and myself were talking in 
the courty<lrd, when they suggested 
that I ought to write my memoirs. 
Kathy noted that the perfect time 
for such a book to be publisheu 
woulJ be on my sixtieth birthd<ly. 
WaltersClid thatsuchastory, if told 
truly anu fairly, woulu serve to 
reminJ the people of wh<lt we h<lu 
fought Cl nJ were still fighting for. 
He adJeJ that it would be a source 
of inspiration for young freedom 
fighters . The iuea C!ppealed to me, 
anJ during subsequent discussions, 
I agreeu to go ahe<ld". How this 
WCIS achieveJ in the face of insur­
mountable security oJJs, Clnu the 
notes smuggled out to the outsiue 
world, make for absorbing reauing. 
It proves beyonu Joubt wh<lt de­
termin<ltion, co-operation Clnd in­
genuity cCln Clchieve for a just cause. 
This book is proof. 

This autobiogr<lphy is logi­
cally structured by one who was 
a lawyer. It is in eleven pC!rls 
beginning with the eClrly UClys of 
M<lndeiCl's country childhoou in 
Umlala, Johannesburg. He spells out 
with remarkable anu unbiaseu 
bCll<lnce the problems the ANC f<lceJ 
in reaching an amic<lble Clrrange­
ment with the communists, Cape 
Coloureds, InuiClns Clnu the recCll­
citrant lnkath<l Party eta/ to make 
the movement a truly national one. 
ThClt he was successful is Cl tribute 
to his Jetermin<ltion, politicCll anu 
negotiClling skills, tr<lnsparency, 
sincerity anu moderation. 

l'erhClps reC~Jers may find the 
earlier ch<lpters not of much interest. 
Rut if one is to unuerstanJ what 
went into making Nelson M<lndel<l 
the strong chMC!Cler !hell he was 
and what he is toLiay, it is essential 
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to go through them. The tempo picks 
up to a steadily rising crescendo 
once he joins the ANC. 

The two m<ljor legallri<lls grip 
one. The handling of these two cases, 
the dramatis personae, and the flow 
of arguments tell you that it cClnnot 
be reau in 'one sitting'. The mClS­
terful handling of the first trial by 
white IClwyers of the calibre and 
deuication of Bram Fischer in 
proving thCll the defendants were 
not by any me<lns rabid commu­
nists but nationnlists, in which both 
persu<lsions sought equality, needs 
to be perused CClrefully to under­
stand why the white aparthied 
government was forced to withdraw 
the case. The second treason tri<ll 
where MC!nuela standschargeu and 
how he JefendeJ himself is equC~Ily 
fascinClting . Although he expectedly 
lost his CC!Se, it WCIS certainly not 
because he was IC!cking in leg<ll skills 
or conviction, but becCluse of a 
committed while juJiciary. 

The two chC!pters on his 27 
years incarcerCltion on Robben Is­
IClnJ make the CellulClr Jnil in the 
Andam<lns Cl cake-walk in the treat­
ment o f political prisoners. Every 
possible tool was employeJ to break 
M<lndela ClnJ his colleClgues. But 
nothing could quell his fight for 
justice. It is eviJent th<lt he just 
couiJ not be coweJ Jown by Cln 
equCllly determineJ White govern­
ment. C<ln one expl<lin why Winnie 
his wife haLl so many impediments 
put in her way to write to her 
imprisoneJ husbClnJ even once in 
six months or why he WCIS not 
permitted to atlenu the last rites 
of his mother in Transkei? 

Some of the thoughts of this 
great Clnd good man who wCls not 
influenceJ by blinJ h<ltred for the 
Whites, and his attempts, invari­
ably successful, to cont<lin the more 
hot heC!J eJ elements who wanted 
armeJ revolution, especially the 
youth, Clre worth recalling. 

47 



• 

"The greatest wealth (of Africa) 
is our people". Is this not a lesson 
to us in Inuia with a populittion 
of 970 millions? Have we really 
exploited this human resource 
for the gooJ of the nation? 

"The brave man is not he who 
does not feel afraid, but he who 
conquers fear" . 

He describes the 'glimmer of 
humanity' thus : "Man's good­
ness is a flame that can be hiuuen 
but never extinguished". This is 
exemplifieJ in his comments or 
certain gestures of goodness he 
experienceJ in j<til at the h<tnds 
of the Robben Island jail st<tff. 

• On his relentless pursuit to be 
freed f;om the unjust sh<tckles 
of the White government hes<tys, 
"I was not born with a hunger 
to be free, l was born free- free 
in every way th<tt I could know". 
And in the same context he says, 
"freedom is inJ ivisible". 

His moral stature, selflessness 
anJ sincerity were never ever in 
doubt. Yet, two of his m<trri<tges 
failed . He was Jivorced from his 
first wife <tnJ sep<trateJ from his 
second, Winnie. He explains why 
these two events which causeJ him 
so much anguish occureJ . Although 
he h<tu children by both, he realiseJ 
that the two, his fight for freeuom 

and his family life could not be 
arrangeJ in such a manner that both 
wouiJ survive. He considered his 
first responsibility was to his fellow 
Africans, and so his marri<tges 
suffereJ . Winne was as fan<ttical as 
he was in his quest for freedom . 
She joineJ the freedom st n~ggle with 
equal zest courting arrest, and 
defying the goverment. Butt he lack 
of communication in the 27 years 
he was he ILl captive on Robben Isl<tnd 
anJ his consequent inability to be 
a husbanJ, w<tge e<trner, <tnJ father 
to his six chiiJren leu him to his 
sep<tr<ttion from Winnie without 
r<tncour. 

Yet, the spirit of family and 
tribe burns strongly in him . This 
excellent <tutobiography is deJicateJ 
to his six chiluren: M<tdibe and 
M<tkaziwe both no more; <tnu to 
M<tk<tg<tllo, M<tk<twize, Zen<tni and 
ZinJzi whose support <tnd love he 
treasures, anJ to his twenty one 
granuchiiJren anJ three great grand 
chiiJren . In his deJication he has 
not forgotten all his comrades, 
frienus and fellow South Africans 
(not only blacks). 

Among the many South 
Afric<tn lmli<ms who conlributeJ to 
the c<tuse anJ who suffereJ in Joing 
so, frnm Nat<tl and Durban, are G 
M N<ticker, Hilly Nair, Ism<til anu 

fatima Meer, the Naidoos, Yusuf 
Cachalia, C<tssim <mu ZubeiJa Patel, 
Ramlal Bhoolia, Ahmeu Bhoola, and 
last but not the least Mrs T. Pillay 
who c<tme to his rescue lime <tnd 
again with spicy InJian meals when 
the going was tough. In this list of 
dramatis persollae are White South 
Africans Pik Botha, Coatsee Kobie, 
Daniel Malan, Viljoens, F W De Klerk 
and the redoubtable Jans Christian 
Smuts. 

What is surprising is that the 
efforts of Nobel Laureate Desmond 
Tutu to seek justice for the oppressed 
of South 1\frica finJs very little 
mention in this autobiography. 
Equally, though Jue recognition is 
given to Mahatma GanJhi for his 
philosophy of non violence, it is 
surprising that InJia's steaJfast 
support to the ANC anJ against 
apartheiJ finJs harJiy any me n­
tion anJ this finus creuence in 
Mandela's post freeuom visits to 
all Western nations, European 
capitals, the USA, C<tnaJa et at. Rut 
no attempts were maJe to visit New 
Delhi. One therefore wonJ ers 
whether his autobiography is meant 
to reach out rnainly to the Western 
WoriJ . 

MAJ. GEN. (Reid.) E. D'SOUZA, is a regular 

cnnlribulor lo Fr<"cdom n""·t. 

Mr. S. S. Bankeshwar, member of our Advisory Board sends this letter with the challenge: "I wonder whether you will dare 
to publish this?" We 'dare'! 

Editor. 

Mini-Taliban in Kerala I 

According to the Astrological Magazine of Bangalore, 
edited by well-known astrologer/journalist, Shri B. V. Raman 
(August 1997 issue) , Malappuram district in Kerala has 

· degenerated into a Mini-Taliban district. Muslim women are 
prevented from entering mosques, attending schools and 
colleges! 

A 'Fa twa' from one Tali ban group led to the closure of 
200 video studios in Malappuram district, as Muslim women 
are prevented from being photographed at weddings' About 
50 cinema theatres are said to have been forcibly closed 
down in Malappuram district' 

The report in this magazine itself is based on press 

reports in South Indian papers. Nobody has contradicted these 
reports so far, and hence must be true. 

Muslim godmen in Malappuram are reported to be 
drawing not only mammoth crowds, but also collecting huge 
donations running into crores of rupees at their meetings. 
The tomb of one muslim godman has been converted into a 
pilgrim centre. Talismans, miracle oils and water, claiming to 
have healing powers, are being sold to the gullible public. 

Where are our rationalists and secularists? Where are 
our human rights activists or PUCL? Not even a whimper of 
protest from them against the activities of this Taliban group 
in the Malappuram district of Kerala! 

S. S. Bankeshwar 
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9row. 

fn'edmu First rejects any id:cofoyy, movement or poficy tfwt 

sets one 9roup of citizens a9ainst anotfrcr~ 6e it 6ascd' on cfass, 

caste, rdigion or envy. 
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