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Justice Lentin: A Humane Judge 

As a practising Advocate in 
the Bombay High Court, I have many 
happy memories of Justice Lentin 
w ho passed away on April22, 2000. 
He was one of the humane Judges 
of our High Court. He was 
ind e pendent, fair a n d fearless -
necessary qualities for every Judge. 

In 1981, Mr. Antulay, the then 
C hi ef Minister of Maharashtra 
decided to beautify Bombay by 
forcibly evicting pavement and slum 
dwellers. He drafted the services of 
a fleet of S.T. buses and with the aid 
o f poli ce, pbnn ed to re move th e 
pavement dwellers on July 21, 1981, 
when it was ra inin g heav ily. The 
information of the operation leaked 
out. Some of us Advoca tes who were 
ac tive m e mbers of the Bo mbay 
Branch of the People's Union for 
Civil Liberties (PUCL) drafted a Writ 
Pe tition on the morn ing o f july 2·1, 
'19Rl nnd moved it be fo re jus ti <.:e 
Le!llin I I ' it <> 11 .1~ th e Ju dt,c <.1ssigncd 
fur su ch \V Clrh. (! II ll1 n t d<:~ v. 

O n the eor l y morning uf July 
2 1, the a uth orities h<1d pushed in to 
th e S.T . bu ses vv hosoeve r w e re 

ava ilable, including wo men and 
children, as the menfolk had gone 
to work, and destroying their humble 
shelters . The Ka nn ada speaking 
people were to be dropped at 
Belgaum, Tamil speaking persons a t 
So lap ur and the Hindi speaking 
persons at Jalgaon . 

Even though the opera tion 
had already started early morning, 
the kind-hearted Judge looked at the 
downpour outside the High Court 
nnd obse rv ed "in this wre tched 
wea ther why does the Government 
forcibly evict the poor people from 
their humble shelters?" and gran ted 
us interim sta y fr om fur-t h e r 
deportation and direc ted the 
Government and the B.M.C. to bring 
back th e p eop le from th e 
destinations wh e re th ey w e re 
dropped or about to be dropped and 
to rehabilitate them in their tarpaulin 
huts or hum b le sheds afte r 
reconstructing them, pending the 
hearing of the petition. The Judge 
personally visited th e sites 
alongwith the lawyers. 

Th ere nr e m 11 ny o th e r 
mem o rab le cases which Ju s ti ce 
Lentin d ealt with and decided. The 
mos t important was the Ahtulay 
Case in a Public Interest Litiga tion . 
They alleged tha t Antulay misused 
his powers as C hi ef Minister, 
co ll ec te d hu ge donati ons in 
excha nge for pe rmits fo r ce me nt 
w hi ch wns no t eCi s il y nva ilabh: n l 
ll1<1llimt> dnd found ed ~l Ck1ri t<1bic 
T ru:-. 1 i1 1 Ll1 e nam e <> f lvfr s . i nd ira 
Gandh i; by gettin g ·· heavy 
co ntribu lions fro m the Government 
0 nd sugM i·ncto rics. Jus ti ce Len tin 
upheld these oll ego tions, <l S <1 resu lt 

of which Antulay was compelled to 
resign as Chief Minister. 

Justice Lentin also held the 
well-known enquiry at th e J. J. 
Hospital to investigate the deaths of 
a number of eye patients due to the 
administration of adulterated drugs. 
The Judge held the enquiry openly 
and made adverse conm1ents against 
the then Health Minister and a 
number of medical officers of the J. 
j. Hospital medical d epartment. 

Besides being a fearless and 
ind ependent Judge, Justice Lentin 
was a thorough gentleman. It was 
a grea t pleasure to spend a few hours 
with him. 

M.A. Rane 

In a democracy, bad laws , 
like bad judges, are the worst form 
of tyranny. Men who have much to 
hope and nothing to lose become 
desperate , and it is here that dan­
ger lies . In recent years , our judi­
cial system has much to answer for. 
The power of a judge is great; but 
th en th e greater the power, the 
more dangerous the abuse. If po­
litical power corrupts , judicial power 
corrupts absolutely. You need a 
steady hand and a level head. 

We have judges who pro­
claim themselves to be committed 
judges. I am sure they mean com­
mitted to the Constitution they have 
sworn to uphold . That is character 
in democracy. Any other kind of 
commitment wo uld be ~ rl anger to 
democracy. 

Justi ce . Lentin 
while address ing the. An nua l Meeting of 
th e Leslie Sawhny Prog ramme on May 
16 , 1990 . Th e topic was : C an 
Democracy Endure without Character. 
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BETWEEN OURSELVES ... 

A solution to the Kashmir problem continues to elude us. There are many 
options but few takers . While India , Pakistan and organisations like the JKLF and the 
Hurriyat battle it out and the poor people of Kashmir are caught in the crossfire , a 
new dimension has been added - the entry of Islamic fundamentalists particularly 
the Taliban who don 't give a damn how many people die or what the costs are in 
their campaign to lslamise. The misery of the Afghan people, particularly their women , 
is what awaits Kashmiris, should the Taliban succeed. Our cover feature deals with 
these and other aspects of a problem that continues to bleed the economies of India 
and Pakistan. 

Not many have reacted to the new logo , but one of them who has, is a 
subscriber from far off Scotland . He approves. Thank you friend . 

Our Next Cover Feature 

The Cancer of Corruption - India a Terminal Case? 
Last date to receive your contribution , Friday June 30. 

We accept contributions by post, email - freedom@vsnl.com 
or on a diskette (floppy) 

An Appeal for Funds 

We wrote in our last issue: "Some readers seem to forget that we are a 
Quarterly and are under the impression that we are a bi-monthly, because they phone 
or write to inquire why they have not received their copy in between one quarter 
and another. We would very much like to become a bi-monthly, but that means a 
financial commitment which we cannot take on unless you help us acquire the funds . 
For instance, if we have Rs.12 lakhs in fixed deposit , we would have an interest 
income of Rs.1 ,20,000/- which would enable us to publish six issues a year. Right 
now, we live a precarious hand to mouth existence. 

"A well-wisher has made an offer. He would match rupee for rupee donations 
upto Rs .25 ,000/-. Cheques or drafts to be drawn in favour of ICCF (The Indian 
Committee for Cultural Freedom - our publishers)." 

Donations received so far: Mr. G. M. Talpade Rs .1 ,000/-, Mr. A. Solomon 
Rs .1 ,000/-, Mr. Nirmal Raja Rs.500/-, an anonymous donor Rs.4 ,000/-. Total so far 
Rs .6,500/-. Our thanks to the donors. We look forward to many more readers coming 
forward with their donations . 

Editor 
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"The deep moans round wit/1 many voices. Come, my friends 
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world"- Tennyson 

We are heading for a world in which the argument 
for free markets is not that they do it right, but that the 
alternatives are worse. 

Paul Krugman , Professor Economics, M.I.T., 
For luue, August 16, 1999 

We badly need social justice, but this must 
ultimately be achieved through good governance for all, 
not a division of spoils among rogues of all communities. 

Swamina than S. A. Aiyar, 
The Su111iay Times of India , January 30 

We are losing on character and on our secular 
fabric. Every two years they want me to prove my loyalty 
to the country. 

Filmstar Dilip Kumar, The Tizues of ludia , March 21 

Walk into Parliament House for the first time, and 
you wonder if you're at Pragati Maidan. Watching a 
car show for industrialists and business tycoons. 

Mohan Sahay, The Stalesmau, April 28 

The outstanding feature of the Central 
Government Budget 2000-2001 is that the country is 
living beyond its means . Various nomenclatures of 
"deficit" - Revenue, Fiscal and Primary- cannot hide 
this ugly fact. 

M . R. Pai in a letter to the press, March 8 

Terrorism is a disease whose cure is as long drawn 
out and painful as the disease itself. The mistake the 
State always makes is to treat terrorism as an enemy 
rather than an illness. An enemy is fought, a disease is 
treated. 

V. M. Tarkunde, The Radical Huma11isl, May 2000 

One Culture <in the BJP's political document of 
1998) I submit is antithetical to the text and philosophy 
of our Constitution. 

Solicitor Fali Nariman, Asian Age, May 4 

Cricket in many ways represents the soul of India 
It is one of our unifying factors cutting across economic, 
class and religious barriers . 

Aroon Purie, editor-in-chief, Judia Today, Ap ri l 2 

... Bharat Mata is no longer sujalam, sufalnm, 
malayaja sitalam (a land abu nd ant in fresh water, fruits 
and mountain scented breeze) only because of bad 
governance and not because of poverty. 

(The words in italics are from India 's nationa l 
song Vande Mataram - ed.) 

Tavleen Singh, Judia Today, April 3 

The Indian state has variously been careless, 
incompetent, arbitrary and irresponsible under different 
political dispensations. But it is not soft. 

K. P. S. G ill , Ou tlook, January 17, 2000 

Modern slavery differs from the past in one special 
way; slaves today are cheaper than ever in human 
history. In the same way that mass production lowered 
the cost of what we buy, overpopulation has made slaves 
plentiful, cheap and disposable. 

Kevin Bales, Index 011 Cezzsorship, 1/2000 

Who will bell the cat (extortionists)? The network 
is deep-rooted and has become an integral part of the 
system. We are just safety pins fighting against razors 
in a climate o f ex tor tion . 

A senior police offic ial quoted in an article 
entitled Law Makers Turn Law Breake rs, 

Common Cause, Vol.XlX No.2 

'We' and 'They ' 

This talk of 'we' and 'they' is very dangerous talk . To blame 'them '. the politicians or 
the government, for everything is not fair because we all have to share the guilt and the 
responsibility. A kind of void is there among us. People waiting to be led, waiting for a sign . 
The younger generation is singularly uninterested in public affairs. contemptuous rightly of 
their elders who have made a mess of affairs. They do not feel any respect for us Every time 
the GovezzzzzJt:zzl'~ IJUWcl s are en larged, more thing s (;an be clnn<> hy 'fhpm' to "us" They 
make the things we buy, the news we hear, the re1rfin we hea r, the rules we observe. they run 

L 
schuul:, dtlu .:oileges, -they arc usu.JIIy f.-eless ""h::> 1 ; "" try,_n~ tn "''Cl~es t is that this 'we' 
and 'ttiey' is all wrong. We are all 'they'. If 'they are guilty' , then reach or:1e of u.s is guilty, ever.t 
if he is not a politician The daily exercise of vigilance is the price of liberty. 

------------------------------------------------------------------M~I~N~O~O~M~A~S~A~N~I,_J~a~n~u~a~r~y_1_8~,_1_9_6_9~ 
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The Drought 

We Indians are no strangers to drought. Each year, 
it makes its appearance in some part of the country or the 
other. But than ks to m od ern means of transport and above 
illl, a relatively free m edia, news of drought conditions in 
any part of India tra vels fast, and we are able to minimize, 
if not prevent, starva tion dea ths amo ng the rural poor. Also 
there have been plentiful ra ins in the las t ten years. An 
unusual bounty from nature. But thi s time on, it took the 
s tate governments (Andhra, Gujarat and Rajas than) a nd the 
central government eight long months to take notice and 
ac t. Prem Shanker Jha correctly describes this as a "failure 
worse than Kargil". Village and district official s, he points 
ou t, must have reported to th eir state gover nme nts 
concerned tha t the rains had fail ed and ground water levels 
were very low and the loca l and regional press must have 
carried reports of the oncoming drought. Yet no thing was 
done. Observes Jha: " It is a measure of the growing insularity 
of the na tional media, especially the English press, that none 
of its ga tekeepers sensed a s tory and foll owed it up" . 

He points out how in 1966 when the rains failed in 
Bihar, JP 's Sarvodaya workers sounded warning bells, the 
Hind11sfnn Tinres broke the story and JP's appea ls for help 
evoked tremendous response. Why did this not happen this 
time. In the first place, we no longer have men of the calibre 
of Jayaprakash Narayan in our midst, and secondl y, " In 1966 
... the lowliest bureaucrat had a sense of shared purpose. 
The drought revea ls, as the intelligence failure at Kargil did 
last year, that this is what the na ti on 's elite has com e close 
to losing " . 

And of course, there is the questi on of prioriti es. TV 
and media are obsessed with things like cricket ma tch-fixing 
- as if our future depended on it or beauty contes ts. These 
have been hogging the headlines in the las t few months and 
occupi ed endless hours of prim e time TV. Wh y? Beca use the 
pun·eynrs of news find tha t this is what se ll ~- no t bnrin g 
sto ri es of people and cat tle in rura l Ind ia dying of thirs t and 
hunger or of far mers committing su icide when crops fail 
and the d ebt burden became unbea rable. As for governments 
a t the Centre and the s tates, their first concern is survival 
and such other preoccupations like saving Hinduism from 
the massive Chris ti an onslaught' 

Should We or Should We Not! 

T he civi l wa r in Sri Lanka has now been ra g ing for 
\v,• ll (1\'<'1 S v,·.n ~ H,• (,, r, · !h,• vi,> l•'lh<' <' ri tpkd lh<' l <' W<'l'l' 
\'Cry rcilsonablc T.tmi l I 'ildcrs w hn we re p repa red to worJ.. 
, • 1 1 I ··.t H n J.. i r• I n ( d t II, lll • , 11, \.. Th, · ~ 1 i I d n k "1, ~.... \\ , l , 

-intr<msigent. Now 10 yea rs after-the ill-f<ited IPKF experien ~e. 
th e Sri Lilnk<:~ns , driven to a co rn er in Jaffna nnt very filr 
frnm the ln diCln coils tline a rc seeking help. Should w,· or 
should we not, is the big qu es ti on. 

That we s hou ld no t send o ur boys is th e n ea r 
unanimous view of m ost Indians . On the other hand, we 
could be part of a SAARC or a UN contingent. Why no t. 
But this would mean that Sri Lanka should be open to a 
resolution of the dispute by initially ag reeing to a la rge 
m easure o f autonomy, a fed eral set up for a tria l period 
followed by a referendum if the federal set-up does not work, 
to ascerta in the will of the Tamils - Eelam or Autonomy. 
However there can and should not be any accommodation 
w ith the L TTE's Prabhakaran . He is wanted as an accessory 
to the murder of an Indian Prime Minister and thousands 
of o thers in his own country. We should no t countenance 
deals with assassins. We should encourage Sri Lanka to reign 
in their Buddhis t monks to be more tolerant and to be less 
chau vinis ti c, a nd to begin talking with the mod erate Tamils 
jus t as we should d o wi th the modera tes in Kashmir. 

Misleading the Public 

The Times of India of May 6 carried a report under 
the heading "Swa tantra party to merge w ith NCP w ithout 
Sharad Joshi ". 

The Gene ral Sec re ta r y o f th e Swatantra Party, 
M<1har<1shtril (w hich is different fro m the SwatantrCl Bhar <J t 
I'<Jrl y fuumkd by Mr. Sh<:1r;1d Jt)s hi ) in <1 cl,Hifica ti on to The 
Times of India pointed out: 

"The heading is mis lead ing . The report refers to the 
Swa tan tra Bharat Party founded in the ea rl y nine ti es by Mr. 
Sharad Joshi and not to the Swa tantra Party, Maharashtra. 
The two are different entiti es . 

"The Swa tantra Pa rty, Ma ha rashtra was founded in 
19 S9. It WCl ~ part of the Swil tilntra Pa rty w hich f'p lit in 1974. 
The Sw<ltiln h·il Party, Mahmashtril decided not to merge with 
the Kh<1r<1lt y.1 Kran li D<tl. <1nd Iiller the Janala Pa rt y. 

" In 19X9. llw l{ cp rcscnt<ll iun o f the l'co ple Act was 
t'-n••nd.c•,~ tn 1k1n:~ if rrLII·l· ~11n t y ltll !"nliiHt·d p.Jrli e:-.lo rcgisl<'r 

w ith the Electi o n ·commission for pu rp0ses of all oca ti on of 
<1 symbol. Th e Swiltilntra IJarty, M::li1 <1 rash tra appli ed for 
1 cg istr.1li1>n . The !:led inn Com mis:< it'n however rejected the 
.1 ppl ica li on o n th e g ro und th a t th e Sw<Jtantr a Pa rty , 
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Maharashtra was not prepared to swear allegiance to 
socialism as required by Section 29(A) of the amended Act 
... the Swatantra Party, Maharashtra fil ed a writ petition in 
the Bombay High Court on December 15, 1994 ... which is 
s till pending. 

Nowhere in the report by Mr. Prakash Joshi of The 
Times of India News Service is there reference to the Swatantra 
Party, Maharashtra but to the Swatantra Bharat Party. Since 
o ur writ petiti on is pending in the Bombay High Court, and 
your report could be used to misl ead the Court, we expect 
you will show us the cour tesy of publishing this correction 
to set the record s traight" . 

Needless to say such courtesy was no t shown. 

As one of the two petitio ners (the other p etitioner 
passed away recently), I spoke to The Times of In dia 's chief 
of bureau . He said he had discussed the heading with his 
colleagues and the reference was not to any particular party. 
Hence they had taken care to see that in the words Swatantra 
party the 'S' was in upper case and the 'p' in lower case! So 
my fears were unfounded and w ould not mislead the court. 
When I requested him to publish the le tter, he said tha t he 
did not deal with letters to the editor and suggested I refer 
to the editor. The editor of The Times of In dia did not publish 
the letter. To those of you who read this, I ask - was the 
response of The Times of India fair? 

We publish this in this journal to set the record straight. 

And while on thi s subj ect, The lnriia11 ExJness of Ap ril 
25 carried a report from Nagpur that Mr. Sharad Joshi 
"admitted that the formation of Swatantra Bharat Party (SSP) 
was the biggest mistake committed by him." I asked Mr. 
Joshi if this statement a ttributed to him was true . He sa id it 
was excep t that he did no t use the word "biggest" and also 
followe d it up with reasons w hy he though t it was a mistake. 
I wou ld li ke to deal w ith this- but in the nex t issue of Freedom 
First. 

B. R. Shenoy Memorial Essay Competition 

The Centre for Civi l Societv has org<~ ni sed a n <~ ti oni'l l 

essay competition in memory of the eminent econclmist Dr. 
13. R. Shenoy, o n the to pic " Markets, Morality and 
Prosperity". The competiti on is open to the general publi c 
includi ng school and undergraduate students. 

The top ic is pla ced in th e contex t of Sauvik 
Chakraverti's book "Antidote: Essays aga ins t the Socia li st 
Indian State" . 

The leng th o f the essay for the gen er<~ l public 3,000 
words; for school students 200() words . 

ror uthe1 Lid"ils c1nd o-ub l n i,.,~i ,,n <lr cn iriv~ < nnl;ld: 
Len lre f,n L-1vil ~uucty, IJ IL, h.a ila::,h· Ll>lony; New IJcllu 
l lQ 048 Or.by Cll1<i iJ to ccs0lc~sindiil .. Org. l' hnne: 0"J J-6-168282. 

SVR 

A Visual History of the Twentieth Century 
With a Difference 

We have been treated to hundreds of photographs to 
remind us of events and personalities of the 20th century. INDEX 
ON CENSORHIP (6199) takes us through "much less familiar 
history" and offers a "very different version of the past hundred 
years ." These are of "photographs that were banned or 
manipulated ,photos blatantly used for propaganda , images of 
the body that disturb, records of events we are not supposed 
to know about, incidents we 'd rather forget ." We reproduce 
just a page that we thought would interest you . 

• ••• · .. : 
·· ~ . . . . ... 

' 

-='·" "'., 
' ~ ···. 

Calcutta British India 1943. The Bengal famine completely 
hidden by the British during WWII for fear of alienating 
this crucial region on the border of Japanese-occupied 
Burma, was one of the worst on record, compounded 
by the diversion of food supplies to British troops . 
Credit: Hulton Getty Picture Collection . 

North Korea 1998. One of North Korea 's best kept 
secrets . Despite international wa rning s of impending 
famine as early as 1995, the authorities refused food 
aid . By 1999, estimates from South Korea put the death 
toll at around one million. 
Credit: Budclllist Sllating tvlovement 
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THE KASHMIR QUESTION 
Many Options, Few Takers 

This is a report based on the proceedings of a discussion held on March 18. In fact this is the third of its 
kind on Kashmir organised by Freedom First. The first two were held in July 1990 and July 1995. The increase 
in terrorism, the injection of fundamentalist forces and the Kargi/ war clearly indicate a worsening of the situation. 
Kashmir represents, more than ever, a powder keg that could lead to an explosion that can destroy both our 
countries. 

The discussions indicated that there were indeed a number of options. Some participants even went to 
the extent of saying that a solution to the Kashmir problem was easier than solutions to such problems as 
poverty alleviation, provision of drinking water and primary education! But, they added, first, we Indians must 
accept that there is a Kashmir problem! Interestingly many more opted for plebiscite than was the case at the 
earlier two seminars. This by itself is a hopeful sign. 

There was encouraging response to our request to readers to participate in the discussion or send in 
their comments. This report is a mix of both. To the extent possible, we have sought to integrate the contributions 
received with the comments made by the participants. We trust you will find the report worth the time you will 
have spent reading it and, of course your views are welcome - as a/ways. 

Why the Promise of a Plebiscite 

On 15 August 1947 when the British quit, 
partitioning the Indian Empire into India and Pakistan 
there were 565 princely States in the sub-continent. The 
British Government announced that with their 
departure, these princely States which owed allegiance 
to the British Crown would become independent. They 
were free to choose whether to remain independent, or 
integrate with India or Pakistan . Of these, 554 princely 
States were within India's boundaries. By the time the 
new Constitution was adopted on 26 January 1950 all 
these Princely States had been integrated into the Indian 
Union through individual treaties hammered out under 
what came to be known as Instruments of Accession to 
the Tndian Union . 

During this process of integration the hurdles 
were the princely States of Travancore (now part of 
Kerala) and Hyderabad (now part of Andhra Pradesh). 
The rulers in both these princedoms sou ght to choose 
Independence. They failed. The Nawab of Junagadh 
sought to merge his State with Pakistan. He failed as 
hie; peopl e rose in revolt. The ruler fl ed to Pakistan and 
junagadh is now part of Gujarat. The only problem that 
is a le ftove r of Briti sh rule is Ja mmu and Kashm ir. II 
ll a ~ 1e ma ineJ a bone of conten tion be tween India and 
J'akis tan , bl ee ing the economi cs of both countries. 

Those who wo uld like a dispassiona te ball -by­
bal l account of the events lead ing to the in tegration of 
these p rincely Sta tes in general and the decision of the 

Editor 

Hindu ruler of Jammu and Kashmir with a Muslim 
majority to integrate with India, would be well advised 
to read a first hand account in Mr. V. P . Menon's 
'Integration of the Indian States' published by Orient 
Longman. The following extract is from that book and 
explains why, despite the Kashmir ruler 's voluntary 
accession to India , India pro mised a plebiscite to 
ascertain the w ill of the people of Kashmir. 

"India's stand with regard to Kashmir will not 
be understood by those who are determined not to 
understand it. Even among friends and well-wishers of 
India, there are some who believe that India was wrong 
in accepting the access ion of Kashmir. They argue that 
s ince the country was partitioned on the basis of the 
' two-nati ons ' theory , Kashmir with its predominantly 
Muslim population should have gone to Pakistan . 

"Whatever views Jinnah and the Muslim League 
might have preached before the partition, the Congress 
leaders in agreeing to the partition did not endorse the 
' two-nati ons' theory. ff the d ivision was on the basis 
of the Muslims being a na tion separa te from the Hind us 
and the rest, the Muslims who sti JI remain in India would 
ltc~ve L> ecu m e ..1l ie ns - J p rupus ilwn which IS 

unthinl<ab le h rther, t the countrv had beet partitioned 
on the 'two-na tions ' theory, What necessity was there 
fo r ho ldin ~ a p lebiscite in th e N orth-Wes t Frontier 
Prov ince with its 90 per cen t Mu slim population, or for 
consultin g the legis latures in Benga l and Punjab? The 
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separation of predominantly Muslim areas from the res t 
of India was in the nature of a po litica l division. The 
a rrangement was tha t Pa kis ta n would re tain and look 
after its minorities, while India would do the sa me with 
regard to the Muslims. Thirty-five million Muslims s till 
continue as citizens o f India* and this would no t have 
been poss ible on any o ther basis. 

"Revertin g to the ' two-na ti ons' theory, w ha t 
justification was there fo r Jinnah 's a ttempt to secure the 
accession of the predominantly Hindu States of Jodhpur 
and Jaisalmer? That he fail ed to secure their accession 
was no t through any lack of effort on his part. At leas t, 
in the case of these two Sta tes, he could have plea ded 
geographical contiguity, but even that was wanting in 
the case of Junagadh. When the Government of Pakistan 
accepted the a ccession of Junagadh, w here the population 
wa s over 85 p er cent Hindu, the ' two-nations' theory 
s tood itse lf repudia ted . 

"When accepting the accession of Junagadh, the 
Government o f Pakistan emphasised tha t in their 
opinion the ruler of a Sta te had an absolute right to 
acced e to eithe r of th e Dominions. But w h e n the 
Maharajah of Jammu and Kashmir acceded to India, the 
Government of Pakis tan denied tha t right to him. On 
the other hand, the a ttitude of the Government of India 
on the question of accession had always been consistent. 
They held tha t w here there was a conflict between the 
r uler and the people on the issue of access ion, the wi ll 
of the people mus t ultima tely preva il. Tha t w as the 
p osition taken up in Junagadh . In Kas hmir, unlike 
Junagadh, the ruler 's d ecis ion to acced e to India was 
supported by the pre mier po litical orga nisa tion in the 
Sta te- the N a tiona l Con fe re nce . Neverth eless, th e 
Government of Indi a uni la terzdly a nnounced thnt the 
people of Kashmir mus t decide their ow n fa te after the 
tribal ra id ers had been driven out and law and ord er 
had been res tored to normal. This was an o ffer by India 
to the people of Kashmir; Pa kis tan did no t come into 
the picture. 

"Pe rso n a ll y, w hen I reco m me n d e d to the 
Government of Ind ia the acce ptance of the accession o f 
th e Mi'lhi'lra jah o f Ke~s h m ir , I h od in mind one 
~.un::. id erc~ l i t•l l ttltd tlllt:: u•tt::.i d v tdliull <t lltt tL', 1 i; .. , Lltdl ill "" 

in\asion nr Ka::.hmiJ L·y tlw , ,,idt' I::O Wd::. d )-; I<• Ve Lillt'di 

tu the in tegrity ul Jnu1a. bver smce l.he lime ot Mahmud 
Gha zni , tlwt is to say, for near ly e ight centuries, w ilh 

Mr. V. P Menon (the late) wrote this account m 1955. 

but a brief interval during the Moghul epoch, India had 
been subjec ted to periodical invasions from the north­
wes t. Mahmud Ghazni had led no less than seventeen 
of these incursions in person . And within less than ten 
weeks of the establishment of the new State of Pakistan, 
its very first act was to le t loose a tribal invasion through 
the north-west. Srinagar today, Delhi tomorrow. A nation 
tha t forge ts its his tory or its geography d oes so a t its 
peril. "' 

An Unfulfilled Promise 

" ... So while the accession was complete in law, and 
in fact, the other fact which has nothing to do with the 
law also remains namely, our pledge to the people of 
Kashmir - if you like to the people of the world - that 
this matter can be reaffirmed or cancelled or cut out by 
the people of Kashmir State if they so wish . 

We do not want to win people against their will and 
with the help of armed force. And if the people of Kashmir 
so wish it , to part company from us they can go their 
way and we shall go our way. We want no forced 
marriages, no forced unions like this ... " 

(Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru , address ing 
Parliament on August 7, 1952) 

So we promised plebiscite because we wa nted to 
safeguard our right to d eny the Ruler 's sole right to 
decide. It is a lso true tha t we promised plebiscite no t 
once but reitera ted the p rom ise for the next ten years 
as the final solution. It was after 1956 that the then Union 
Home Minis ter Govind Ba llabh Pant declared that the 
promise of plebiscite no longer stood. And, over the 
years, the Indian position has hard ened .2 

Sin ce lh e n, mos t Ind ian po li tica l parties and 
governments asser t tha t Kashmir is an in tegral part of 
India and on this there can be no compromise· This stand 
is incorrec t. There is a Ka shmir problem and the only 
solution is to fulfil wha t we promised- a plebisc ite. 

We must, if it comes to that, act unila terally and 
ho ld a p leb isc ite. As th e Indi a n governme nt is in 
possession of" larger part of the Kas hmi_r Va lley, Jammu, 
l .eh <'lnci I.Cldak h, w e s houl d n ... rl epm our pledgP by 
!H' Idint; :-~free :-~nd bi · cfcre:~dum fc' ·~he rcq+~ " t tlw 
Kos hmir '::I IIey, jJmmu, Leh and LZld::~kh , permitting the 
j.Jt..: li ~lk f t u lfl Ll w clli ·c ll.IJI U II ::. l l' ,. ,JiL: ::Ol:fJdJ<l ld) d ::. lu 

w heth er th ey want .to acced e to. in d ia, or r okis tan or 
they Wo nt nznadi (freedom). If \.VC do lhis, the Government 
o f l'akis ta n wi ll be compelled lo fo ll ow. ~ 
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But it ca n be argu ed that just as India 's 
Constituent Assembly determined India's political future, 
Jammu and Kashmir also had a Constitu ent Assembly 
which, on 17th November 1957, adop ted a Constitution 
ca lled the Jammu a nd Kashmir State Ac t. Section 3 of 
that Ac t says that the State of Jammu & Kashmir shall 
be an integral part of India. Therefore the Kashmiris, 
have a lready ratified the ins trument of accession and 
decided that accession to Indi a is final. Does this not 
amount to a plebiscite?

4 

To say that the Constituent Assembly of Kashmir 
has ratified accession is ridiculous. That Constituent 
Asse mbl y of Kashmir was a sham. It was wholl y 
contro lled by the Indian es tabli shmen t. Moreover the 
other half of Kashmir was no t represented. 

Do the Kashmiris Hate Indians ... 

That the Kashmiri people, especia lly the Kashmiri 
Muslims hate India and the Indian government is a 
fact of life. How else are the militants able to escape 
detection in Kashmir.10,000 militants have been killed 
in the last ten years. Yet we have not been ab le to quell 
militancy? Whl? Because people in the Kashmir Valley 
suppor t them. 

Why d oes the Kashmiri Muslim hate the Indian 
government? Because of so much of misrule in the sta te; 
so much of corruption; the resort by the Indian National 
Congress which was in power for 40 yea rs in Delhi, to 
ma ssive fra udulent electoral practices to ensure tha t 
stooges of the central government got into power. It was 

What Would Gandhiji Have Done? 

Question: 
Supposing Gandhiji had been alive today, would he 

not have gone on fast to force the government of India 
to hold a plebiscite as promised? 

S. V. Raju 

Answer: 
It is difficu lt to say what Gandhiji would have done 

Gut he wou ld certainly not have sat quiet al l these years . 
He would perhaps have thought of going on fast. If 
Pakistan had allowed it he wou ld oerhaps have qone 
to Pakis tan. In fact he had expressed a des ire to do 
t11at once He WOJ Jid c.e .tainlv h;we tr;ed his level bP.st 
to see this question was solved one· way or another. 
And certainly not by violence . 

Dr. Usha Mehta 

also beca use for over 20 lon g yea rs, Sheikh Abdullah 
was kept in jail by the Indian government. 

Moreover whenever Indians, particularly those 
who favour holding on to Kashmir at any cost, talk about 
Kashmir, they treat it as a piece of property. We seem 
to forget tha t there are people who inhabit that part of 
the sub-continent. We insist on controlling them so that 
we can hold on to the property called Jammu a nd 
Kashmir.

6 

.. Of Course Not! 

On the other hand, if we are rea lly hated by the 
Kashmiris how is that we did n ot have a single case of 
sabotage during that war. Who provided u s th e 
manpower to keep our pickets going? They were all 
Kashmir Muslims. Even a t Kargil today the stuff moves 
up on p orters and p onies supplied by the Kashmir 
Musl ims. 

Who are the people of J & K? Only the Kashmiri 
Muslims? Or the Dogras, Ladakhis and Valley Sikhs as 
well or the so-ca lled 'jehnrlis' w ho are engaged in the 
ethnic clea ns ing of the Valley. The first traditional 
inhabitants who were forced to leave were the Kashmiri 
Pandits who, for ages had lived in harmony with their 
M us lim brethren. Let us not forget th at Adi 
Shanka racharya visited the Va lley long be fore Islam 
ca me to Kashmir and if evid ence is need ed, there are 
the relics of his temples on the Uri-Baramula-Srinagar 
Road and at Martand. Having succeeded in doing so, 
these so ca lled ' f ehad is' next direc ted their a ttention to 
the Valley Sikhs, hitherto untouched, by mowing down 
in cold blood 35 innocent Sikhs who till then never had 
a ny problems in the Va ll ey . Th e Pakis tani game plan 
is evident: get rid of a ll non-Muslims from the Va lley 
so that if and when a pl eb isc ite is held the results w ill 
be a foregone conclusion. 7 

The Punjab Model 
Even ten years back a t the height of the Khalistan 

movement in the Punjab few would have predicted that 
th e situa tion woul d re turn to no rmal. Th e fac t is tha t 
w hen the Government is wea k, a nd loses contro l, the 
pco ~,l e either sit on the fen ce p r sid e with the militants. 
Tha t happened in the Punjab. But v.r hen the s itu a tion 
1~···~·;-·tl 1h,J c; ik},.., ,,r _IIJ,. p ,11j; 1· W<-' I P \1 ilh ln di<~ n (l l 

with Kha listan an y lm\ ger. 

A sim ila r siluatitl n ca n be crea ted in Kashmir. As 
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for holding a plebiscite, just imagine what is likely to 
happen if the plebiscite goes against India. It would 
break the secular fabric of the country; it would create 
a holocaust for the 120 million Muslims who live in 
India. If the Muslims of Kashmir decide to join Pakistan 
or be independent there would be a demand within India 
that all Muslims in India should be thrown out. We must 
consider this possibility. 

8 

Isn't this talk of giving freedom to let the people 
of Kashmir decide, has a great deal of idealism in it? In 
the real struggle for power, these things do not happen. 
The day we lose control over Kashmir, do you imagine 
that Kashmir will remain independent? 

The Youth of Kashmir 

Two years ago, a group of Kashmiri students 
visited Mumbai and stayed here for about a week. These 
youngsters were of the opinion that Kashmir should be 
left alone. And when someone asked them if in their 
view an independent Kashmir would be viable if India 
withdrew and would Pakistan let an independent 
Kashmir survive, their answer was' we will face it when 
it comes. 

Regardless of the insurgency and trans-border 
terrorism, we should take to Kashmir things over which 
there is no quarrel. Education, for example. Let us 
establish in Kashmir, institutions of excellence which 
provide job opportunities and attract people from the 
rest of India to go there. If we think we are going to win 
over the feelings of the Kashmiris overnight, it is not 
going to happen. But if we are going to provide them 
things which will help them improve their lot they will 
be inclined to take a more positive view of their future. 
Therefo re we need to g ive more a ttention to the youth 
of Kashmir - offering th~m options for the ir future 
development and growth. 

Some fifteen years ago, just out of curiosity, we 
went into what would happen if a plebiscite was held. 

The surprising outcome was that 45% would vote for 
India, 30% for Pakistan and 25% for independence. Not 
that there has been any big change since then. To think 
that the Kashmiri people have gone totally against India 
would be making a cardinal mistake. 

10 

The internal situation prevailing in Kashmir has 
deteriorated alarmingly, but the facts have been shoved 
under the carpet by government propaganda and by our 
own mistaken sense of patriotism. During the last 
decade, militants have killed 8037 civilians and 2085 
security personnel. More than two thousand civilians 
have died in cross firing. The security forces claim to 
have eliminated 10,816 militants. More than 34,000 
persons have been detained for varying durations of 
time. What is most surprising is that not'a single militant 
has been convicted and punished. Witnesses refuse to 
testify and the judges and the lawyers have been so 
intimidated that the entire judiciary has been petrified 
into impotency. If all this is not a working definition of 
anarchy, then nothing can properly and accurately 
describe the ground realities obtaining in the state. We 
hardly grasp the gravity of the situation or the 
complexity of the problem that Kashmir is, unless we 
follow the lead of two Indian stalwarts, Jayaprakash 
Narayan and Minoo Mas1mi. They were the only Indians 
who had a clear understanding of the problem. More 
importantly, they were bold and honest enough to voice 
their opinions without any fear. 

Let us admit that our view on Kashmir is not 
shared by the world community. Contrary to what is 
being dinned into our ears day in and day out, the world 
does not accept that Kashmir is an integral part of India, 
but as a disputed territory between India i.'lnd PC~k i s t i.'ln . 

The UN ma intains a regular and functioning office in 
Srinagar and also maintains a few defunct military 
observers in that State. Kashmir has been a subject matter 
of several lengthy resolutions in the Security Council 
of the UN.11 

When resources are so limited and the need so vast, a country in India's position 
must endeavour more actively to settle its disputes with its neighbours. I am not persuaded 
that this has been done, or th at even an internal pro blem like th at of Kashmir , which 
has cosl us s o dearly and continues to do so has been attempted to be solved w1th 
cou rage and imaqinatior. 

- Jayaprakash Narayan , Towards Total Revolution , Vol. 3 
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Who Gave Kashmir A Separate Identity? 

Right from the word 'go', we have done everything 
under the sun to make the whole world believe that, 
Kashmir was not an integral part of India to the same 
extent as the other States were. Sheikh Abdullah was 
installed as Kashmir's fi rst Prime Minister and not as 
another Chief Minister, thus placing him on par with 
the Prime Minister of India. This was followed by a 
special status granted to Kashmir under Article 370 of 
the Constitution, to provide for its 'traditions' and 
'susceptibilities' which were said to be peculiar to it. 

We even allowed, and still do, the Srinagar radio 
station to identify itself as Radio Kashmir, and not as 
All India Radio, Srinagar, on the lines of all other radio 
stations in India. As if this was not bad enough, in the 
early stages, we went to the extent of allowing Kashmir 
to have a separate Constitution, a separate flag, and also 
a separate anthem. Of course, the last straw which broke 
the proverbial camel's back, was, when we took the case 
to the UN, to clear our own doubts whether Kashmir 
was rea lly a part of India . We agreed to a plebiscite to 
resolve this issue. 

The question is, if as we now claim and take it 
for granted that, there has never been any doubt about 
the accession of Kashmir to India, then what was the 
need to do all the above, and in the process, allowing 
our credibility to be suspect in the eyes of the entire 
world? Even at the expense of sounding unpatriotic, the 
specific question to be answered is, that if after 50 years 
of keeping Kashmir legally, constitutionally, and more 
so emotionally, separate from India, how can we still 
keep on harpin g on th e inane and time worn cli che of 
Kashmir being a n integral part of the Indian culture, 
ethos and its nationallifestrea m. 

Ever since Independence, even at the expense of 
draining our own meagre economy, we kept on pouring 
crores of rupees in that Valley, in the hope that we could 
wean over its people to our side. We have waged three 
wars with Pakistan over it, a nd an entire Army 

The weakness of India's position in Kashmir 
is r ot thar its most loyal leader in Kashlll rr, Farooq 
Abdullah has reached the lowest possible ebb of 
his popt,Jiarity. But .it lres.in the near collapse of 
a democratic and secular alternative to him. 

Balraj Puri , Human Rights, Sept.-Oct 1999 

formation is located there in a constant state of readiness. 
We have experimented with different political systems, 
and have changed governors galore, in the hope of 
seeing even a small flicker of light in that Vale' s dark 
tunnel, but so far, there has not been even a glimmer of 
that hope. If anything, things have deteriorated. 

Why Can't We Talk? 

Why are we afraid to talk to Pakistan , giving 
the cross-border terrorism as an excuse for not doing 
so. The question to be answered is, if Israel and 
Palestine can talk in spite of bombing and even air 
strikes still going on, and if North and South Ireland 
can talk in the midst of killing which is still prevalent, 
why can 't we talk? 

Brig. (Retd.) N. 8. Grant 

We keep on blaming Pakistan for many of the 
troubles of our own making. We accuse Pakistan of 
o rganising training camps for terrorists along the 
Kashmir border, a fact that is true, and now has not 
been denied even by the US and the UK. However, what 
is our own record? Although the oppression and 
genocide of East Pakistanis was Pakistan's own internal 
problem, didn ' t India organise the Mukti Bahini and 
se nd our troops into East Pakistan to 'liberate' 
Bangladesh, as Pakistan is now claiming of 'liberating' 
Kashmir? Even if we succeed to hold onto Kashmir 
through the military and the police, and by passing 
legislation, unless we can hold that State emotionally, 
we are not holding it at all, and unfortunately, that 
emotiona l ti e ceased to exist two d ecad es ago. 

The latest scenario today appears to be that, even 
the PS and G8 countries are veering to the idea that, 
ultimately, the Kashmir issue must be resolved by the 
two parties themselves, without third party mediation . 
However, the hitch here is tha t, in the proposed bilateral 
talks, whereas Pakistan wants Kashmir to be discussed 
first before any other issues, India wants a ll other issues 
to be resolved first, before discussing Kashmir . The 
question tn he asked is. w hat <m:> these n l her is. ues whi h 
India wants lo discuss? Th e pertin ent quest ion to be 
lllS".'e red is, •shy Jre we h erl gng:ii_scussin ;::_ J<ash"l ' r 

·firs r and. putting every other issu e, if there be any, in · 
lhe back burner? The <.1 nswer to th a t question i , except 
for Kashm ir, there are no o ther issues. 
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Talk Peace, Not War 

In the last 25 or 30 years our principal diplomatic 
effort in the world has been to prevent any kind of 
outside mediation. Why is it we consider our greatest 
diplom atic success to be our success in keeping outsid e 
people out of any discussion on this. I believe this is 
because we are so unsure o f our case. 

The problem is that in any discussion on Kashmir 
we tend to lose our bearings because of the villainy from 
across the border. Because Pakistan misbehaves, we say 
there won't be a plebiscite. The question is not whether 
Pakistan misbehaves or India misbehaves. The real issue 
is what do the people of Kashmir want. If we are sure 
of ourselves we should welcome international mediation 
into this problem. By failing to allow this we are 
depriving ourselves as a nation, the opportunity to 
develop our country. This year our Defence budget has 
gone up by Rs.13,000 crores, simply because we want 
to be strong enough to resist Pakistan. 

There is something going wrong with the psyche 
of the Indian people. Gone are the days when we talked 
of adjustments, compromise and considering the other 
person's point of view. All we want now is to build 
up the army. And, in a peculiar way, we are all preparing 
for war. We are being pushed into it by the defence 
analysts, by the newly formed National Security Council. 
All these persons are not elected representatives. They 
do not have to face the elec torate and seek their vo te. 
They can say anything that they like. What I feel is that 
these shouts of belligerence that are coming out of our 
country could land us in a terrible conflict . We have 
go t tc1 n1ake sure th at we pursue the path of peilce; that 
we do no t think in terms o f war at all because we are 

Nelson Mandela as Mediator 

According to me the solution to the Kashmir problem 
is easier than many other social and economic problems 
that India faces . One practical solution which India as 
the e lder brother can put forward and which will di sa rm 
the Pakistanis and e nable India to hold its head high 
in the inte rnationa l community is by saying that we would 
like to hold a referendum under the supe rvi s ion of an 
interna ti onal fi gure lik e Ne lson Ma nde la and ma kinq it 
conditional that. we shall do so if there is no terrorism 
for the next three years. 

Ash ok Datar 

too poor a nation to go to war. If 30% of our people arP 
below the poverty line what will happen to them if 1 

are going to spend all our money fighting each other. 
That we have to think in terms of peace not war is the 
one lesson that comes out o f Ka rgil.

13 

Learn from History 

Let us realise that war will not solve this problem. 
Now that both the countries are nuclear, it is all the more 
true. We cannot solve this even if we go ahead and get 
chemical and biological weapons . We must realise that 
the USA fought in Vietnam for 25 years without success 
and the same happened with the USSR in Afghanistan . 1 

We must learn from history and should not commit the 
same mistake again. Russia has not been able to 
contain a small state like Chechnya for the last 5 to 6 
years . We should realise that Kashmir will remain a 
part of India only if the Kashmiris want to . 

S . R. Kelkar 

Regarding the increase in the defence budget, and 
the conm1ent that the hike was at the cost of development, 
p overty a lleviation, water , sanitation etc., it is no t 
rea lised that much of the hike in the defence budget go 
into the pay bill and increasing pensions, as over 60,000 
Service personnel retire every year; and that to have a 
lean and mean Armed Forces to ensure our security 
interests, our troops need to be equipped with state of 
the art equipment. Can an elected government however 
good or bad afford to ignore the security of a billion 
p eople? 

It is Lmfortunate that critics on om side of the border 
do no t hesitate to 'pounce' on India's attitude. Where 
were they and our vociferous human rights groups 
w hen the Sikh carnage took place or when families were 
shot dead in o ther parts of the Valley? Why d o not these 
critics refute the oft repea ted Pakistani canard that there 
are 700,000 troops in the Va lley? Simp le arithmetic will 
surely point o ut that the d eployment of over 2/3rds of 
'''" lmlidll 'Ill I} ill cite v,.lk] ;, " ,_. !ty:o ic, JI ittq .. Ju:,::. il·ili l) 
w h Ln Lh e A rm · nee d s tu b · d p luv e d a lult ).; Lh -2 
IlllernalJUnal borders wtlli l'akistan and ·Lhina, ut 
ballling ins t;rgency in .lhe Easl,· in prov iding troops fm: 
intt>nwtion ii l l.wact> keepin~ in which two biitliilio ns m e 
currently d e p loyed , for re lief and turn-over, and for 
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deployment in the Andamans. These exaggerations must 
be refuted strongly. 

Similarly the charge about human rights v iolations 
by those who are certainly igno ra nt of ground rea lities. 
How do we exp ect our troops to conduct opera tio ns 
when these terrorists, armed with superior weapons are 
given shelter by the locals on the excuse that what these 
terrorists fro m across the border are doing is jelwd? It 
is not to say tha t the odd case d oes not surface of such 
violations but one mus t place oneself in the s hoes of a 

jawan invo lved day in and day out in this frustrating 
game, who has little rest and who is subject to physica l 
h arm by anti-social e lements who belong to the same 
ethnic g roup fo und on the sub-con tinent. 

I recently returned from a two-week visit to Sri 
Lanka. The Sri Lankan forces are faced with the identica l 
problem o f being unable to distinguish friend fro m foe 
and so there are casualties daily. The nature o f these 
operations are unlike a war situation where o ne knows 
o ne's enemy.14 

Islamic Fundamentalism's Grand Design 

Over the last few years Kashmir has no longe r 
remained a problem between India and Pakistan. It is 
now a pawn in the hands o f Islamic fundamentalists 
led by Hasan a! Torabi based in Sudan. He has emerged 
as the ideologue and spokesman of Islamic re ligio us 
fundamentalists. In the late nineties he come out with 
the thesis o n how Muslims all over the world should 
meet the challenges posed by non-Islamic groups. Under 
his lead ership Shia Iran and Sunni Sudan plus Saudi 
Arabia and other Islamic countries have come toge ther 
to carry forward a pan Islamic idea of how to expand 
Islam and conquer the world. This may seem a bizarre 
idea at the moment but it drives the Islamic world today. 
The c ivil war in Bosnia, Kosovo, Ch ec hn ya, th e 

An Israeli 's Perception 

A hardened and experienced Israeli Brigadier General 
Brigadier General Yacoob Even, in a note to this writer 
after he had made a prese nta tion on the 'White Elephant 
in Southern Asia' the reference being to th e 
nuclearisation of the sub-continent, said : 

"Thank you for a deep , analytical presentation . I 
take the liberty to point out what seems an intrinsic flaw 
(The 'flaw ' pertains to a strong recommendation for a 
total ban of a ll weapons of mass destruction based on 
the writer's experience of visiting Hiros hi ma on March 
06 , 1946). (1) China has no security problem and yet 
she has nuclear weapons . (2) With or without nuclear 
weapons - Ch ina is not to be 'deterred '. (3) All our clout 
will never persuade China to give up its bomb . China 
wi ll a lways be a l111 cat tn :nclia (even without u ~h1nr::c 
bomb) . (4) Of co urse you will wi s h to have a bomb 
alw<:~ ys .. (5) l ~~ much c..ss understood v, i, 1 you •·iill 
accept a total ban " 

Maj .Gen.(Retd.) E. D'Souza 

Philippines, Indonesia, and the unrest all over the 
Middle East, Egypt, A lgeria and Turkey are part of this 
ca mpaign 

The first step in this ca mpaign is to drive the West 
o ut of the Middle East. Hence the anti-American 
ca mpaign by the Saudi millionaire-terrorist Osama bin 
Laden and his group. The Torabi and Osama bin Laden 
groups have centres in 50 diffe rent countries. We need 
to understand that Osama bin Laden is n o t a single 
individual, a crackpot hiding in Afghanistan . After the 
fai lure of the BCCI bank which was laundering drug 
mo ney, it is Osa ma who is managing the finan ces of 
thi Islamic ca mpa ig n . 

For the Islamic world, Pakistan is a n ins trume nt 
to move into Kash mir. Not many may be aware that the 
Defence Services Staff College in Quetta, Pakistan teaches 
that the ultimate aim of Pakistan should be the break 
up India -not merely the conquest of Kashmir . This is 
to be achieved by first annexin g Kashmir which w ill 
have a do mino effec t - the North-East wi ll Cl) llapse, 
followed by resurgent Is la mic movements a ll over India 
including the South . This would expla in the bomb blasts 
in Coimbatore; o therwise there is no logic why Pakis ta n 
should be interes ted in Ta mil Nadu and Kerala . 

What we have to wait for is the e m ergence of a 
libera l democrflt ic governnwnl in Pakista n . Only then 
will the Kashmir problem ge t d e tached from the aims 
P ~ l<ila mic fund amenla li'>m fl nd nwk1• it possible ~or India 
to have se rio11 s negolJatJ t ,ns w1th l'akislan. Hut th1s is 

"'di _f ··lv '" l'" l·'l""'' in Lh•· ''"' i f .. \, \,'dl. Th• idc<1 nf 
the Isla mic conquest nf the \Vorld has to be defeated fiist. . 

Already there are disputes between Egypt and Lhe 
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USA. Egypt is now favourably inclined towards Iraq. 
The idea is to remove first the big obstacle viz., Western 
presence from the Middle-East. Thereafter the conquest 
of other countries wherever Islam exists. So the nations 
in the Russian Federation and the provinces in China 
where the Muslim population is overwhelming are the 
targets. Therefore, if we think that by giving away 
Kashmir or making Kashmir independent we are going 
to solve the problem for India, we are not being realistic. 
Kashmir is only one little part of this grand design. 

Over a period of time if Pakistan realises that this 
is a no-win situation only then would good sense prevail 
and a negotiated solution likely.

15 

In fact, some Pakistani leaders have clearly gone 
on record to say that Kashmir is not the only issue for 
them. Pakistan considers itself as a frontline Islamic 
state and wishes to prove its credentials by keeping alive 
its confrontation with India . It is from this perspective 
that Kargil or Kashmir has to be viewed.

16 

What was basicalJy a political issue between two 

Some Solutions 

Where do we go from here? Attempting a military 
solution will destroy Pakistan and they know it very 
well. We will not be able to hold it by brute force for a 
long time and we too know it very well. No third party 
can mediate because alJ outsiders are suspect. The 
suggested solutions are also not acceptable to the parties 
concerned. Neither India nor Pakistan will ever agree 
to the partition of Kashmir, nor give up their claims for 

· the whole. To convert Kashmir into an independent State 
is a n a dvis e o f despair because th e a rea ha s no 
wherewithal to survive on its own. 

It is a lso important to note in this context, that 
in the last five decades of despair and disturbances in 
Kashmir, a whole new generation has been brought up 
on a diet of frustration, hatred and violence. This is the 
generation deprived of the opportunities for development 
and denied basic human rights which is now emerging 
as the ke pia ye r i 1 ! he 1'"1 i t i r " nf tlw r t->g inn. Th e 
que tio1 is 1 mv t0 dra them cln<>e r to such so lutions 
Uc.l~eJ u11 p~<.~u~ ulld mulu I L J e rs l<1nding. '" .· 

I e rhaps th e on ly feasib le so luti o n w he re a 

nations has been aggravated by the religious dimension. 
And what was basicalJy an issue between India and 
Pakistan is now an issue between fascism and an open 
society. Fascism not only of the Islamic variety but also 
of the Hindu variety. While the alJegations of human 
rights violations by Indian troops are true to a large 
extent, it is also true at the same time that these human 
rights groups have failed to treat the Kashmiri Pandits 
issue as a human rights issue and by not doing so they 
have provided the Hindutva people with an opportunity 
to sharpen the Hindu-Muslim divide . And this 
additional dimension has complicated the matter so 
much that now fears are being expressed that in the event 
of a plebiscite if the people in the valJey decide to go to 
Pakistan, Muslims in other parts of India will have to 
pay for it. And if this happens it would be because we 
alJowed fascism to overtake what could easily have been 
discussed in an open society.

17 

Indeed, while political fascism is dangerous, 
religious fascism is far more dangerous, because it 
promises heaven to its devotees. 

18 

positive result may emerge is to freeze the present Line 
of Control with both sides agreeing to refrain from trans­
border activities and the Pakistanis agreeing to stop 
cross-border terrorism. But can such an arrangement be 
considered within the realms of possibility with a 
military government in power in Pakistan, headed by 
General Pervez Musharraf, the General behind the 
exceedingly well planned Kargil intrusion? This 
question was posed to the well known Pakistani 
journa list M. B. Naqvi of Dawn (Karachi ) and the Deccan 
Herald (Bangalore), as to whether a ll the attempts made 
by peaceniks from both sides of the border through people 
to people interaction would yield results with a military 
government in power. He replied: "Others make mistakes, 
Generals make blunders. And General Pervez Musharraf 
is no different from other Generals". When questioned 
by this writer whether the people of Pakistan were awnre 
of the fa ct that the Indian Armed Forces are apolitical 
and do no t interfere in politi ca l ma tter , he ra ised his 
e ebruw~ dt l d lt:! J-'I ic:d ll~e1l h.: •·;a s no t quite " "r •> 

im ply in • th c~l ll 1ere co uld be u ch a possibi lity! !f 1 

seasoned JOUrnalist and wnter·uf repute had such duui:J ,~ 
how can even people to people ii1teraction ever hope 
to red uce tension?2

'
1 
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The Tash ken t Agreement 

The solution to the Kashmir problem may not be 
difficult. However, firstly, we must admit that it is a 
problem. When we say that Kashmir is an integral part 
of India, it clearly mea ns that we do not accept the 
existence of the problem. 

We must accept the reality of Pakistan and stop 
lamenting over partition . Two generations have gone 
by si.nce partition and for the present generation, a united 
India is a thing of the past. Mahatma Gandhi was no t 
in favour of partition, but later accepted it and worked 
for friendly relations with Pakistan. 

Some two years ago, a meeting was held at the 
Deccan Gymkhana, in Pune, addressed by Mr. Ram 
Jethmalani, now a senior minister in Mr. Vajpayee's 
government and a founder Vice President of the BJP. 

According to Mr. Ram Jethmalani, there were 
positive steps in the Tashkent Agreement to settle this 
issue. The main feature of this settlement is the acceptance 
of the present line of control (LOC) as the permanent 
border between Pakistan and India hereafter. 

What is wrong if we accept the reality that has 
existed for 50 years and make it legiti mate. If it helps 
solve the s tal ema te, and bring about peace, it ought to 
be welcomed. 

Nobody will call the late Prime Minister Mr. La! 
Bahadur Shastri a coward and a tra itor. His spotless 
character is still a matter of pride for us. The agreement 
that he signed at Tashkent was done with the best of 
intentions . 

1 do not expect this issue to be settled till a person 
born after freedom becomes our Prime Minister. The 

Gorbachev's Example 

Gorbachev walked out of Afghanistan uni latera lly 
by stating that the economy of the USSR could not afford 
tne continued occupation . He also decided unilaterally 
to reduce his nuclea r arsenal compell in g Pres ident 
RP.ngan to fn llow s11i t MorP. rP.cP.nlly lndonesi<l hPid r1 

plebi sc ite under international au spices in Eas t Timor 
which 1 •;utter! ir • thl-' peopl~-; ,,f Fr.,.;l Titll'ti Ol>ti, ,u fr .. 

· independence from Indonesia .. 

M . Rane 

future generation is bound to be more pragmatic and 
would not have unnecessa ry emotiona l involvements . 
We have to wait till then. 21 

Some Options for a Settlement 

For any progress to be made in Indo-Pak relations, 
we will have to de-link Kashmir from all other elements 
that make up for relations between two sovereign states. 
Trade, travel and tourism mus t be opened up; sports 
and cultural affairs need to be promoted and a free flow 
of information, books, newspapers, films, delegations 
of s tudents, writers businessmen, etc. should be 
encouraged. These measures will reduce tension and 
make it easier to deal with the intractable Kashmir issue 
after a period of say, 5 years. After all, we have been 
livu1g with the present situation for five decades; another 
fiv e years should not make much of a difference. 

Pakistan will however have to try and follow the 
exa mple of the Irish Republic, which inspite of its 
sympathy for Ca tholics u1 Northern Ireland (U.K.) refused 
to interfere and give any kind of support. Similarly, 
Pakistan should desist from giving any moral , 
intellectual, material or military support to the terrorists 
and so called fr eedom fighters . At the end of the 
proposed five year period, and u1 the friendly ethos that 
might be preva lant at that time, we shou ld consider 
holding an opinion poll in PoK and the Kashmir Valley, 
ask ing the people there, to choose one of the following 
options, viz. 

(a) Conversion of the Line of Cont rol into an 
internationa l border, 

(b) total independence with defence and security 
guaranteed by SAARC countries. 

If we prefer goin g forward r;1ther than wait for 
five years, there is one more possiblity. India, Pakistan 
a nd China should unilate rally decide to give full 
autonomy to the Kashmir Valley, PoK and Tibet for 5 
years, at the end of which, they ca n decide whether they 
are v iable s tates or would prefer to again join their old 
countr ies 2 2 

A nothe r C hance fur Pea ce 

l "lw m<J n y Vt'<HS n f 1n~urge n cy in tlw Va lkv o ( 

k,Jsh tntr, w lti ch h,1:, [,1ken t lt l:' l1ve::, ul ::,evl~ rcJI tl l u u sc~ nd 

~~'"'!'!·.~. :;<> ldicr·, r"1li ct· !"' !Jtzm ~ i'nd int occn l civ ili<:l P<;. 
is mercifu.lly almost over.- That is the message that comes 
through, loud anci clear, with the army's announcement 
n:cently lh<1t it ha :, co mmenced a "phased wi thd rawa l" 
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from the towns o f Srinagar, Baramulla and Anantnag, 
a ll three towns earlier centres of terrorist ac tivity. 

The army will be replaced by the state police. The 
ar my wi ll a lso soon wi thdraw from Kupwara and 
Pulwara. The withdrawn units will move to the rural 
areas to flush out the terrorists from these areas as well, 
thereby hopefully bringing militant activity to a complete 
end. 

N obody likes the army d oing a job that should 
rea lly be d one by the police. However, there are times 
when the police are unable to cope up with a particular 
situation, especially when an unfriendly neighbour steps 
in and queers th e pitch. This is what happened in 

Footnotes 

Kashmir some eight years ago, when insurgency rea red 
its ugly head a nd terrorists were given arms and training 
from across the border. 

Years of tu rmoil and bloodshed followed, with 
countless innocent people a lso being killed. Whatever 
public sympathy the militants inita lly enjoyed has largely 
evaporated . The main sign of this was the recent popular 
e lec ti o n in th e s ta te . Though th e turno ut was 
understandably no t very large, it was a significant s tart 
in resorting normalcy in the state. 

Kashmir has a no th er ch ance for peace and 
progress. It should no t be missed .23 

1. V. P. Menon, Secretary, Ministry of States from July 194 7 to June 1951 and worked rn close association 
with India's Deputy Prime Minister, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. The extract is from his book "Integration of 
Indian States", pp.472 to 474, Orient Longman , 1999 ed ition . 

2. Professor Nagindas Sanghvi , retired professor of political science and a well-known columnist in the Gujarati 
press 

3. Mr. M. A. Rane , the well -known civil rights Advocate (from a written note) 
4. Mr. Nitin G. Raut, a lawyer practising in the Bombay High Court 
5. Prof. Nagindas Sanghvi 
6. Mr. S. V. Raju , editor, Freedom First 
7. Maj .Gen.(Retd.) E. D'Souza 
8. Mr. Ashok Karnik, a retired Central Government Officer, 
9. Mr. Satish Sahney, former Inspector General of Pol ice , 
10. Mr. K. F. Rustomji , former Director-General of the Border Security Force 
11 . Dr. Usha Thakkar, Hon. Director, Institute of Research & Gandhian Thought and Rural Development , and 

Prof. Nagindas Sanghvi (in a written note) 
12. Brig . (Retd .) N. B. Grant 
13. Mr. J. B. D'Souza , retired Civil Servant 
14. Maj .Gen .(Retd.) E. D'Souza 
15. Mr. Ashok Karnik 
16. Mr. Nitin G. Raut 
17. Mr. Yogesh Kamdar, civil rights activist 
18. Mr. A. Solomon , President, Indian Secular Society 
19. Dr. Usha Thakkar and Prof. Nagindas Sanghvi 
20. Maj .Gen . (Retd .) E. D'Souza 
21 . Mr. S. R. Kelkar, a consulting engineer in a note from Pune 
22 . Mr. Arvind A. Deshpande, Honorary Secretary. Leslie Sawhny Programme 
23 . Mr. B. B. Thadani a company executive and freelance journalist. 

Participants at the Discussion on The Kashmir Question held on March 18, 2000 

Mr Ashok Datar . Mr. Arvind Deshpande • Maj .Gen E. D'Souza (Retd .) • Mr. J. B. D'Souza • Mr. S. P GodreJ 
Mr. 1\. V. Gopalakns.hnan • Mr K .R H3tn• • Mr Yogesh Kamda r s Mr !• \i K .. ''lik- .. Prof M_ _A MechPry 

Dr. Usha Mehta • Mr. Jehangir Patel • Ms Kashmira 'Rao • Mr S. V. Raju • Mr. Nitin G: Raut • Mr. K. F. Rustomji 
• Mr. Satish Sahney • Prof. Nagindas Sanghvi • Mr. A Solomon • Or R. Srinivasan Dr Usha Thakkar • Mr B. 
B. Thadani • Dr. Maneesha Tikekar 
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The View from Pakistan 
Maneesh a Tikekar 

While , for India, Kashmir was an " a toot ang" (inseparable part), for Pakistan 
it was " shahrag" (jugular vein) . This was how the problem was v iewed. 

A high profile one-day seminar was held in 
Islamabad on February 23, 2000 on 'Foreign Policy: New 
Challenges, Innovative Options' . The seminar which was 
organized by The News, of the Jung group of newspapers 
gives us a glimpse of the elite Pakistani mindset on India, 
Kashmir issue and Pakistan's foreign policy. 

The lis t of participants was a veritable who's who 
of public life in Pakistan - Intellectuals, renowned 
journalists, politicians of all hues, military men, a former 
Director General of of the lSI, s trategis ts, Speaker of the 
Na tional Assembly, foreign secretaries, secretary of the 
Hurriyat Conference, th e President of JKLF and also 
foreign diplomats. As Imtiaz Alnm, the edi tor of curren t 
affairs for The News put it in his welcome address among 
the participants ·were " most respec table members of the 
civil socie ty" a nd both "hawks and doves" . 

Surp risingly the hawks were no t really hawkish 
about India and India's policy towards Kashmir excep t 
for the usual rebukes of India viz ., "preda tory" " th e 
highly centralizing state with the self image of the true 
inh eritor of the Imp e rial Raj", "adve rsary in the 
neighbourhood", "belligerent neighbour", and " In d ia n 
hegemony in South Asia". 

The Mangla Dam 
The central issue in Pakistan-India relations is 

o f course Kashmir. Wh y is Kashmir so impo rtan t? 
Because, as Muhammad Siddiqui Khan Kanju, former 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs put it, it is closely 
<lS Sl>Cia tecl \l" ith th e secu rity o f r a kisla n. On th e oth er 
hand, according to fo rm e r Fore ign Secretary, Iq bal 
Akhund the id ea that Ind ia might la unch an a ttack to 
undo Pakis tan is an assumption that was no t borne out 
by the three wars fought so far. ln his opinion the danger 
to Pakis tan's security is more insidious a nd lies in th e 
count ry 's intern a l s trains and contradictio ns . Tanv ir 
Ahmed Khan, Chairma n, Ins titute of Stra tegic Stu d ies, 
ls la 111a b <1Li , sa w an o th e r dan ge r. Pakistan 's sec urit y 
remains vuln erabiL~ as all the majo r rive rs of th e countr v 
f low throt 1gh 1< .1<-hmi J .J!ld i lw i J lll<•-.1 iJn:'"rl.>roi ,! . 1111 

th e Ma ngla i)<lm d l' !Wn<.b Pn ih •· Ki~ lH ' Il );il n g .' 

Sllt..,.._y~ t i'Pl 

Jf ::. pcakers werL' criti cal of lnJia they were equally 
cnt ica l of l'ak is ta n's pos ition (lll Kas hmn·, 1 t~ c--:ccss lve 
cun ce rn fl1r secu rity; fo ll uwin g ;1 myo pic for~ i g n po li cy 

in the post-cold war era; its diplomatic failure to coun ter 
the ter ro ri st image; its arms r ace with India and 
nourishing a milita ri zed mind tha t was pushing the 
nation in to isolation . 

A numbe r of speakers urged a reorientation of 
foreign policy in the contex t o f the changed interna tional 
s itua tion; Pakistan's in creas ing isolation and the dire 
s tate of Pakistan's eco nomy. Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Talat 
Masood, for example, feared that Pakistan was moving 
towards "convergent crises" - a crisis of security, an 
economic crisis, a p olitical crisis, a d evelopmental crisis 
a nd an inte rnati o n a l credibility crisis. H e was 
appreciative of India 's econom y, its relative self-reliance 
because o f "a comprehensive industrial and 
technologica l base, its software industry and emerging 
Indo-US partnership". All this, in his opinion demanded 
adj ustm ent in Pakistan's national policies wi th out 
compromising on principles . 

A Cold War Hangover 

There was also a feeling expressed that Pakistan 
was livin g in fool's paradise if it believed that the UN 
resolutions o f 1948 & ·1949 cou ld s till be invoked and 
implemented. Babar of the PPP explained the limitations 
of these resolutions arguing that their impl ementation 
required fulfillment of conditions that may no t be in the 
interests of Pakistan for several reasons. Firstly it would 
require the Pakis tan army and also the tribesmen (now 
Mujahideen) to withdravl' fro m all pa rts of Kashmir but 
Indi a would no t be nb li bcd to 11· ith d ra11· its arm y from 
Kas hmir. Second ly, th e gove rnment in Sr in agar was 
recognised as lega l a nd co ns tituti o na l w hil e th a t in 
Muzzaffarabad a nd Gil g it as loca l admini s tratio ns . 

The Young Pakistani Officers 

The younger Pakistani generation of officers, many of them 
who were prisoners of war after the 1971 conflict , have never 
forg iven India and con tinue to smart under th at defeat. This 
became ma nifest wh en tt1is writer sat next to a young Pakistani 
Defence Attache at a mee ti n~ of ret1red Generals in Colombo. 
i ne 11<.1.1ud v\J_, t:VIdt.n l wnen he made no move to 
ncl:ncwledge th:::: prescOJcc of ;:; retired Gcner<JI of the Ind ian 

. "' .. ·1 J , J'i.'()!S h1,1 .~Ln1v1 1 ..:..i ting n,:. .! ~ . .) ll llli. lt i;3 h:gh!) .ntpiObabiC 
th at this mindset can be removed in ·the present Climate of 
distrust. 

Maj .Gen .(Retd.) E. D'Souza 
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Thirdly the plebiscite for all practical purposes would 
be arranged and conducted by India. And most 
importantly, independent Kashmir was not an option 
under the terms of the plebiscite After having laid down 
nearly 70,000 lives Kashmiris were likely to demand 
outright independence. 

The point was made that Pakistan's Afghan 
policy has been a part of its posture on Kashmir. The 
policy against the Indian status quo in Kashmir had 
forced Pakistan into a permanent posture of irredentism. 
This irredentism radiated westward towards 
Afghanistan and beyond. Pakistan's foreign policy failed 
to comprehend the post cold war scenario and its 
happiness, based on wishful thinking, that India would 
be isolated after the collapse of the Soviet Union, has 
been short lived. The cold war honeymoon came to an 
abrupt end in the late eighties and despite a fundamental 

.. shift in the intern a tiona! balance of forces , Pakistani 
policy makers continued to live with the cold war 
hangover of militancy and low intensity conflict. 

A Two-Options Plebiscite 

Most speakers appeared to accept the fact that 
self-determination by Kashmiris no longer necessarily 
meant joining Pakistan but could well lead to the 
Kashmiris wanting their freedom from both India and 
Pakistan . Ayesha Jalal, a well-known historian from 
Harvard's Academy of International and Area Studies 
felt that though Indian hopes of pacifying Kashmiris 
with offers of larger development grants and greater 
autonomy may be a sensible option it could be at best 
only an interim arrangement. She thinks, and this is 
important to note, there is the possibility of renewed 
troubles so long as a section of Kashmir remains under 
Pakistani military occupation. According to her this is 
becau se th e mo no poly o f w eapo ns in this reg ion no 
longer requires s tate patronage. lt it has passed into the 
hands of a sprawling drug economy. Also "with 
resurgent Islam spilling over international frontiers, 
Pakistan is no longe r the sole potential patron of 
Kashmiri militants ." For Jalal, self-determination has to 
ultimately mean reunion of th e two Kashmirs and 
independence. 

Ja la l suggests,w hat sh e ca lls, a "Sove re ignty 
Associatio n" be tw een In di a , Pakif:ta n and Kils hmir . 
Unrl\' r thi s ph1n !lw ri :;ht ,,f '"'If- <'l••rrninalion w ill be 
ex te nd ed to i! ll Kil shmi ri s - Mu s lim .:; , Hi ndus :1 nd 
Kttcldhi sh !\ p kbt :;cil l' lll il)" be he ld Jirs t in jcHI1 1 ll u lld 

Kilshm ir includin g Lil d il kh ilnd leav ing Azad Kashmir 
out. Th ere w il l be h V() options remi1in ing with the Ind ian 
Unio n o r independ ence and poss ible uni on w ith Azi1 d 

Kashmir or POK. This could remove Indian fears of a 
plebiscite. If the Kashmiris opt for Union with India then 
the matter will be over ilnd India and Pakistan could 
negotiate a treaty settling the boundary dispute. If an 
overall majority votes for independence but Hindus in 
Jammu and Buddhists in Ladakh overwhelmingly vote 
against independence allowance should be made for 
these regions to remain with India. Azad Kashmir could 
then vote to decide whether it wants to unite with the 
rest of Kashmir. If both parts of Kashmir d ecide on 
independence, a constituent assembly of Kashmir as a 
whole would ratify the terms of association with the 
two regional powers and India and Pakistan could 
acco mmodate the new association within their 
constitutions. Kashmir will become a demilitarized zone 
with its territorial integrity guaranteed by both the 
countries. 

The Chairman of the Jammu and Kashmir Liberal 
Front (JKLF), Amanullah Khan rejects the Indian claim 
of Kashmir being its integral part. He is aware of the 
fact that any solution will be acceptable to India and 
Pakistan only ·if it does not hurt their "national egos, 
does not jeopardise their national ideologies or harm 
their legitima te national interests, does no t cause mass­
migrations, bloodshed or communal/ethnic 
disturbances". 

A Phased Solution 

His solution comes in two phases. Firstly reunite 
the divided Jammu and Kashmir in several peaceful 
phases and make it a fully independent state for 15 years 
with a democratic, non communal and federal system 
of government with friendly relations with both India 
and Pakistan. The international community should 
guarantee the independence of the new state. The new 
sta te must in turn guarantee th a t it >vould no t allow its 
so il to be used agains t any country. ln the second phase 
after 15 years a referendum could be held under UN 
auspices . Kashmir will have a choice between retain ing 
its independence or joining either India or Pakistan . The 
popular verdict will have to be accepted by all concerned. 

Whatever be the solution to the Kashmir problem 
all speakers agreed tha t war or threa t of war was not a 
solution to be conside red . Khaled Ahmed believes that 
a fter the Kargi l Opera tion, Pakistan 's Kashmir policy 
hils reached its lim iti1 ti on. He urges thi:l t Pakis ti:ln s hould 
move towa rd s norma li za tion of rcli1lions w ith India and 
!r.lck rc l;:liin n:-. tlnd l' r 111 ,. SAA I~\ ·""'-" hdi •· · • llllt"r lw 
resumed . 

MS. Mi\ EE SI-IA T I KEKAR, Rea d e r and H ea d , D e pt. of 
Politi cs, SI ES College of Arts Science and Comme rce, Mumbai. 
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For Once, Did Gandhiji Go Wrong? 
Eknath N agarkar 

Duggani Avare, how come you didn't enter politics? His answer 
was simple: "Mahatma Gandhi told us the struggle was over 
and that we ought to go back to our respective vocations .. . " 

Toothpaste manufacturers the 
wor ld over, have been pouring their 
milli o n s for d eca d es o v e r TV - Ad 
campaigns in a bid to pursu ade the 
vi ewers that a s mil e is a ll a b o ut 
sparkling white teeth a nd littl e else. 
But then a too thl ess s mil e, that of our 
C hi ef Guest flint d ay Shri 
Ja yad evappa Duggani by na m e, was 
be tter tha n any o f those much hyped 
bra nd ed s mil es . This >va s th e 
thought that crossed my mind while 
"va tching thi s old man in hi s 
eighties who seemed to have som e 
difficulty with hi s ne w se t of 
d entures and in th e course o f 
d e li ve ring hi s sp eech , at o ne s tage 
had absently rem oved the m and was 
ho lding them firml y clasped in h is 
le ft hand . Th e occas io n w a 
Ind epend e n ce Da y ce lebra ti o ns, 
1987 . 

Th e o nl y available d e tai l 
about thi s personali ty at m y o ffi ce 
- Mugutkhan Hubli Branch o f Bank 
o f India I had jus t the n taken cha rge 
a~ M.tn ,lger- W<l" the i<t c t, three nt 
hi s famil y m embe rs, v iz. himself, hi s 
w ife and hi s e ld es t dau g hter were 
recep ients o f the Tn mrn Palm from 
th e go ve rnm ent in recog niti o n o f 
their ro le in the fr eed o m struggle. 
Further, I was g ive n to und ers ta nd , 
this wo rth y had n o t o nl y m e t 
~ ~a h :-~ t m;l Cand h i o n a 11 tmbcr o f 
uccas ions, the latter knew him 
I' L' rsnn<ll l\' tnn I li s s .,,.,,r-h IV ilS q •tilt • 
lund <l nd tlll t•n•s tll1 g .l ttrl L'll <lblvd 11 ,., 

I I''· ! ,1 I i' : i ' ! t ~ 1' . 

lnd ep> nde n ce e ra . In fac t, I was. 
~ h ocked to lind him su VL' ry di lkrent 
frum th e su-ca ll ed fr ecdnm fighll'r s 
I ha d see n till th e n tha t I co u ldn ' t 

he lp feeling curi ou s to kn ow , what 
could ha ve preve nted him from 
e ntering ac ti ve po liti cs . 

A True Gandhian 
Jayadevappa Duggani wa s G 

tru e Gandhian to whom Gandhiji 's 
w o rd wa s vedn-vnkyn itse lf. He got 
e m o ti o n a l a t o n e s ta ge, while 
d escribin g the com munal flare-up in 
Noak hali in Wes t Bengal and 
Gandhiji's reacti on to it in particular, 
so mu ch so th a t th e narr<tti o n was 
r end e red inco h e re nt. Th e long 
journey to <tnd fro m o ur v ill age 
Mugutkhiln Hu b li , of over 30 kms. 
had a lready taken its toll o n the old 
man and there was no w ay I could 
go<~ d him furt he r. I therefo re asked 
him o n e l<ts t ques tio n th a t Wil S 
b o th e rin g m e il l! thro u g h th e 
m o rnin g "Duggani -avare, how come 
you didn ' t enter politics? With your 
background yo u could have looked 
fo rw<trd to so much in that fi e ld ?" 
The answer was s imple ye t so very 
surpri s in g. "As soon as 'swatantrya ' 
beGllll L' ,1 maile r l\f ce rt <tin ly , 
Mahatma Gil ndhi to ld u s th a t th e 
s truggle wa~ over a nd tha t we oug ht 
to go ba c k to o ur respec ti ve 
voca li o ns . .. " 

Cer tainl y everyo ne has read 
abo ut it. In fa ct, Ma hGtma is wid e ly 
lw li L'\'l'd In havo' gnn•• to Hw ex tent 
of saying the Ct,ngres-; !'ar ty s ll(lttlci 
hL' wound up Kut tiH'n It h ,1d 11<>! 

Ill L u n t:d t u 1111 • l d I t h c 11, tl , .t t l11 ~· 1 l' 

faitht·ully o beyed th e .M ;:d1atm a ' s 
w is h. Hav in g :-. L'L' ll OIH' su ·h, !h is ldt 
lll l ' 1 ._.o n d l' r i n g h ('II' m <Illy lll l' n · 
Du).;g<~ ni s m<1 y bL· sca tll'red all nv t> r 
th e country . Th es · <1re the lea ders 
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who al o n e d ese rv e to be call d 
G andhian s . Th ey hav e n o t on ly 
refrain ed from staking claim to a ny 
p o litical spoils, they don ' t even seem 
to regret their decision. If s till a li ve, 
may be in their nineties, if no t p as t 
100, ea ch one o f th e m mus t be 
p a ti ently , putting it in th e la te 
Baburao Pate l's words, 'wai ting t 
be called up by Gandhiji' . Of course, 
the s tro nger possibility always being 
the ir having already di ed uns ung, 
unmourned, a life-long sacrifice for 
the cause o f coun try's fr eed o m 
no tll'i th s tand i n g . 

Unknown Heroes 
What is absolutely di s tressing 

is to learn tha t even th e m edia has 
virtuall y n o thin g o n record a b o ut 
th ese rea l life h e r oes . M y ow n 
ex p e ri e n ce in th e co urse of 
attempting to ge t an update o n Shri 
Dugga ni (whether he is s till a li ve or 
no t) will p erhaps help e lucid a te the 
p o int. 

The edi Loria! gt ys 1f a 
lead ing Eng li s h d a ily had not even 
heard th e name ' But the n w hen their 
attention was p o intedl y drawn to 
fnmm f'nlrns g ra nted to him, I was to ld 
ca ndidly, they had no thing o n reco rd 
about fre d o m fi ghters who a re too 
numero us to handl e. Ho weve r, they 
we re he lpfu l in dirL'c tin g me to Nava 
Ka rn <1 tak<1 l'ubli c<llinno; who in turn 
!ell !he d,1ih 1\' ,1:-. . im p ly try ing to 
~ ~\!.-.~ t 1L l.tULh. d t h..l : ... lhf:,CSlLlj d &t~ l l1 1 

lii JHnb.lhti ill' 1vir 1-.J. 1.: . M,Jll ad, 
~ec re l ,Hy u l lit e l· reedw tt 1-tgh "' ' ·::. 
/\ ~ ;. u L iatiun wuuld be .tbk to help 
1\h' . ivlr . rvl ath ,1d ufcour~c 1 'as quite 
helpful <Jnd h<1 v ing kno ll'n Duggani 
;m d h is fami ly m e mbers <1 5 a lso their 
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contribution to the freedom s truggle, 
was all eagerness to help but had hi s 
ow n limitations h av ing los t to uch 
w ith the Dugganis for over a decade 
now . Finally, w hen he go t to know 
tha t a ll I 1.vanted to know about Shri 
Jayadevappa Duggani was w hether 
he is alive o r no t, and tha t this was 
very urgen t, he pleaded his inability 
to g ive an answer either way wi th 
any cer tainty. He felt th a t 99 % 
chances were tha t he was a lready 
dead and tha t I may proceed on tha t 
assumption and hence the pas t tense 
r eso rted to, in re ferring to Shri 
Jayadevappa Duggani . Even at the 
cos t of appearing to digress, it may 
be interes ting to go bas:k in hi s to ry 
in o rd er to ana lyse what mig ht be 
the va rious reasons fo r thi s sordid 
s ta te o f affairs . 

The "Mela" Approach 
So metime back in 1945, the 

Co ng ress Party had undertaken a 
m embe rs hip dri ve . This was war 
tim e and bl ac k-m a rke tin g in 
essentia l commodi ti es was no t onl y 
rampant, those engaged in it were 
ge ttin g imprisoned also . The 

country's fr eed om also had by th en 
becom e a matter of ce rta inty. The 
p a rty in its dri ve to enro l n ew 
m embers adopted a 'mela approach ' 
whereund er a jai l te rm he lp e d, 
reasons the refore may convenientl y 
have been omitted to be looked into, 
as is bo und to happen und e r thi s 
kind of an approach . 

Secondly, w h a t is m os t 
distressing to learn is, a grea t d ea l 
of political pulls and pressures were 
a t play in identifying a nd finalising 
the li s t of freedom fig hters enti tl ed 
to p ension . This p roved to be to ta lly 
disas trous to the interest of genuine 
fr eed om fighters. 

Perhaps, for once, Bapuji had 
gone w rong in giving tha t ca ll. At a 
time w hen there was acute shortage 
of ho nes t and sincere lead ers, thi s 
di rective of Ma ha tm a Ga ndhi 
p erhaps amountin g to pulling th e 
rug fr o m und e r the n ew reg im e 
headed by Jawaharl a l Nehru. 

MR. EKNATH NAGARKAR is a 
freelance writer. 

"No, I Am Not One of You!" 

"Oh, for 
Gandhi " ! , 
says a very 
good cartoon 
in the 
Organizer . 
But suppos­

ing a Gandhi or Gandhiji himself 
came in answer to this and other 
earnest calls for help, what could 
we do with him? We will not do 
what he wants us to do and will 
do what he does not want done. 
Like Karl Marx rising from the 
grave , saying " I am not a 
Marx ist", Gandhi too would 
exclaim "No, I am not one of you!" 
to the Congressmen who drag his 
name down and hang on it 
whenever they feel like slipping 
from power. 

C. Rajag opalachari , 
Swarajya , October 14, 1967. 
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Restructuring of Public Enterprises 
Andhra Pradesh 

. 
In 

P. Prasada Rao 

The programme of the Government of Andhra Pradesh in the 
area of public enterprise reform is a continuous process 

In 1983, a new ruling pa rty 
e me rged in Andhra Prad es h , 
sec uring a clear m a ndate for its 
policies. To implement these policies, 
it had necessarily to take up the task 
of bringing a number of institutional 
changes within and outside the 
Government. The public enterprise 
sector could not therefore escape 
attention. Th e Governm ent o f 
Andhra Pradesh initiated a review 
of performance of public enterprises 
to evaluate th eir objectives and 
relevance. As a consequence, the 
measures recommend ed cover a 
wide spectrum of reforms in 
man age ment, am a lgamatio n , 
restructuring and even closure. In 
actual practice, only some measures 
could be fully implemented due to 
lega l a nd proced ural co ns tra ints . 
However, what is important to note 
is that the basic thrust of the reform 
prog ramme was initiated. As a 
sequel to this, Government privatised 
A llw y n Ni ssa n to Mahindra & 
Mil hind ra in 1989, the l~efri ge ra ti on 

Division of Hyd erabad Allwyn to 
M/ s. Vo ltas Limited in 1993 a nd 
more recently the Hindupur unit of 
Niza m Suga rs Limited to Renuka 
Sugars, Belga um. This was perhaps 
the first steps of the reforms process. 

In 199 1, the Guvernment o f 
lnd iil an nou nced its new indus tr ia l 
I '' >]i._)' \\ itlt "'" t.:t.: j•ittt; liidli(-,L:::. ill lltL 
Ll i eltil!l > (lr effjl it' ll I' d lid 

eilectJveness thruugh !J beraiJsatwn 
and globa lisalion of the India n lrw de 
and ind ustrial sector. l~cs tru ctu r in g, 

merger, downsizing, priviltisat ion or 

closure of public enterprises beca me 
inevitable. 

In this context, the programme 
of th e Governm ent of Andhra 
Pradesh in th e area o f public 
enterprise reform is a continuous 
process and the Government 
inh·oduced far reaching institutional 
changes in 1995. The Government 
constituted a Working Group with 
Sri K. Subrahmanya m, a retired I.A.S. 
officer as Chairman to review the 
performance of each public 
enterprise, its relevance and utility 
to the general public so that 
necessary corrective measures could 
be taken to improve the performance 
o f publi c e nterp ri ses, minimise 
public liab ility a n d pro mo te the 
public interest. The Worki ng Group 
reviewed the public enterprises and 
gave its recommendations on most 
of the small a nd medium size 
enterprises. Its recommendations 
includ ed r es tru c turin g, me rge r, 
privil tisa tion il nd losure of unviab le 
enterprises. 

Th e Andhra Pradesh 
governm e nt a lso co ns tituted a 
Cabinet Sub-Committee to examine 
in detail the recommendations of the 
Working Group. The Cab in et Sub­
Committee goe into merits of- c<1c h 
c<1se a n d finil li ses its 

p !J (t'Li bLfo r ' th e rilb ill C ~ f.;r u 

J eCJsioH. I tu::. tlre:guver.llllleJi ll td!:> 
introd u ce d · d t hr0e ::. l,l ge 
t:'Xct min <l tio n, ftr ::, t by <1 Vork in g 
C roup, seco nd by a Ca bin et Sub-
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Committee and finally by th e 
Cabinet on the restructuring o f 
public ente rprises. Government 
would implement the option of 
closure as a las t resort after making 
conscious efforts to turn it a round 
through restructuring. 

The public enterprise reform 
gained further momenhm1 when the 
World Bank came forward to extend 
financial assista nce under the A. P. 
Economic Restructuring Project 
(APERP) . In consonance with this, 
an Implementa tion Secre ta riat has 
been constituted with private 
profess ional experts in the areas of 
Management, Finance, Legal, Media 
and Labour to implement the reforms 
on a time botmd basis. As a first step, 
the Sta te government ha s identified 
12 public and cooperative enterprises 
fo r r es tructuring, d ownsizing, 
privatising and even closure over a 
period of 5 years, commencing from 
1998. They are, as per Table-! on the 
next pctge. 

The governm e nt has 
formula ted a Voluntary Retirement 
Scheme as part of a huma ne exit 
policy which is more beneficial than 
compensa tion und er the I. D. Act to 
w orkers w ho are affec ted in the 
res lru ' luring exe rcise . T he ta te 
Co 'ernmen t has ct lso cn nstituted a 
(~l-i~ ~! \ i1 \. il r·un, f .. ·,th {'l]l inl tj ~l 

cot pli b ( J! f\ .5.DO crc:rc ~~ on !ines 

·Sll11ll.d i tu ll1 e_ i <~ti ona] Re ne va l 
f: und to mee t ·lhe outgo on St:!\ 'erance 
pc1ck.t~e~ c~ n d to meet p ct rtl y th 
ex pe ns es o n Soc ia l Sa fe ty N et 
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involving cow1selling, retraining and 
redeployment. 

This programme ge ts 
financial assistance from the U.K. 
Government's Department fo r 
International Development (DFID). 
An Institute of Public Enterprises has 
been appointed as a n odal agency 

to implement the social safety net 
programmes. Re-training 
programmes have been planned and 
launche d in such areas as 
computers, garment manufacturing 
for women workers and light vehicle 
driving for m en . These trainin g 
programmes impart technical skills 
to unskilled workers will help them 

adjust in the emerging wage market 
or be self-employed. Demonstrable 
results of this programme are already 
visible. 

DR. P. PRASADA RAO is Assistant 
Adviser, Public Enterprises Department, 
Government of Andhra Prades h . 

Public Enterprises in Andhra Pradesh on the Reform Lis t 

51. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

3 . 

4 . 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9 . 

10. 

11. 

12 . 
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<Rs. In lakhs) 
Name of the Enterprise No . of To tal Paid-up Total Accumulated Losses 

Employees Capital Liabilities Losses 

Nandyal Spg. Mills 479 283.50 2397 .85 1461.39 (up to 97-98) 

Rajahmundry Spg. Mills 886 83.17 1704.59 286.26 (upto 92-93) 

Nellore Spg. Mills 564 431.93 786 .00 584 .58 (upto 92-93) 

Adilabad Spg. Mills 717 222.84 1056.42 327.00 (upto 90-91) 

Nizam Suga rs Ltd. 5401 3353.00 4690 .00 2776.00 (upto 97-98) 

Allwyn Watches Ltd. 2147 30 .00 40000.00 30000.00 (upt o 98-99) 

A. P. S. Irrigation Deve. Corpn. 2125 10328.00 3269 .61 2500 .00 (up to 97 -98) 

A. P. S. Agro Inds. Dev. Corpn . 606 989.90 1658 .69 1234.66 (upto 97-98) 

A. P. S. Meat & Poultry Dev. Corpn . 404 776.00 47.00 518.00 (upto 97-98) 

A . P. Smkall Scale lnd s. Dev . Co rpn . 375 961.96 685 .47 1608.83 (upto 97-98) 

A. P. Handicrafts Dev. Corpn. 282 200.36 49.25 95.33 (upto 97-98) 

A. P. Textile Dev . Corpn . 207 379 .88 126.54 341 .20 (upto 97-98) 

fi11JJ I I 11:1: !LU] 

For every ache and pain 

Am nota njr~ n i s a n a m e truste d fo r over 100 years . Th e r a n ge 

inc ludes A mruta njan Pain B a lm , Amrutanja n S tro n g a n d D ragon 

I .1q 111 d R<>lrn whorh nff8 rS r e l tP.f for FJ vqroe ty o f a lit'S .;toll tJ .. w,,_, 

. . 

· . We understand pain · . · 
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To Restore Character & Liberal Values in our Polity 
- Yet Another Effort 

Ask any political scientist and he will affirm tha t India 
is a ' Libera I Dem ocracy - eve n if the Prea mble to the 
Cons titution of India as amended b y Indira Gandhi in 1976 
after jaili ng most Opposition MPs desnibed India as a 'Socialis t' 
one . Ask any perso n on the s tree t, lite ra te or illi terate, and 
he or she wi ll bemoa n the fall in cha racter and va lues in 
o ur socie ty . And a la rge majority of them w ill blame it on 
the politicians. 

'They' a re responsible for the sorry s ta te of affa irs 
in w hich we find our country today in a Rajaji Birthday 
Lecture in 1969, Mr. Minoo Masani d ecried this ' we' and 
' they' syndrome (see box on p age 2). 

And whil e this apporti oning of blame goes on, the 
ro t continues to worsen . It is in thi s contex t tha t Freedom 
First pa rticipa ted in an effort tha t bega n in 1998 to revi ve, 
as a first step, the Liberal dialogue in our country. Readers 
may recall the following principles featured in our cover s tory 
entitled "The Libera l Position" 1 

·:· Liberty and individual responsibility are the fou nda tions 
of civilized socie ty. 

·:· The Sta te is only the ins trument of the citi zens it serves. 
·:· Any action of the Sta te must respect the principles of 

d emocra ti c responsibility. 
·:· Rig hts and duties go together. 
·:· Every citizen has a mora l respons ibility to o thers in 

socie ty 
·:· A peaceful worl d can only be built upon respect for these 

p rinciples . 

These were the principles that we circul a ted to a large 
n umber of people seekin g their suppo rt in our effort. And , 
we are glad to sa y support was forthcoming in considerCt ble 
meilsure resulti ng in the re-emerge nce of the Indi a n Libe ril l 
Group (ILG) . 

Th e ILG was fo unded by Mr. Minoo Masa ni on 
December 10, 1965. The objective of the ILG w as to promote 
the Libera l philosophy through s tud y, resea rch, discussions, 
lectures, seminars, exchange of views and contact w ith o ther 
o rga ni sa ti on s w ith s imilar aims. Am o ng th e fo unding 
members of the Group were Mr. H . V. R. lenga r, Dr. F. A. 
Mehta, Prof. H. R. Shenoy, Mr. Khushwa nt Singh and Mada me 
SPph i<'l Wi1 di a. Mr. Masani in hi s autobiog rCt phy ~ t ressed th e 
f.1 ,· 1 th,11 Lh t• l l .C. ~A-,1.~ il "nnn - parli-;iln hnd y <'lllilc'IV 

unconnc·cted w ith ;my polit icolrxtrty. While ~nme indil'idu<J ls 
'lllc)V _hvlnng In ( I IH:.' J'rll_lv PI .lnnlht 'l lilt)~: elf il ... IJII.'IIItH !_:--. 

a re· no t members of a ny pa rty. Thi s i's i'IS it shou ld . be." 

The. lLC did nut mi nce words in chal le ng ing Lhe 
soc ia list m <J ntra, th e b uzz wo rd th ose days, a d voce1 tin g 
pr ivate l' nte rp r ise e1 nd lim i ted gove rnm e nt w he n th e 

S. V. Raju 

expression of such views were considered 'reactionary' . Profit 
a nd pri va te e nte rpri se we r e dirt y words th en. Today 
liberali sa tion ond priva tiza tion are the buzz w ords. Just as 
a noble concep t li ke socia li m acq uired bad od our tha nks 
to those who cla imed to be socia li s ts, there is d anger tha t 
liberalism, liberCt!isation and priva tisa tion w ill lose credibility 
either because the meanings of these concepts a re not rea lly 
und e rs tood o r beca u se ves ted inte res ts pa rti cul a rl y 
benefi cia ries of the permit-licence-quota-inspector raj will do 
their best to prevent a successful transition to a free market 
and an open socie ty. And , in the process d estroy w hatever 
is left of our character and values. 

These Ct re the enemies that Liberals, who have a stake 
in the principles adumbrated above, will have to take on . 

To be better able to p erform this task, the ILG has 
given itself a structure from the distri ct level upwards and 
a sharper focu s with a se t of objectives that cl ea rl y spell out 
what the ILG stands for. 

Objectives ' 

The purpose of the Indian Liberal Group is to foster 
the values of freedom, responsibility, tolerance, socia l justice 
a nd equality of opportunity based on the Liberal belief that 

·:· liberty w ith ind ividual responsibili ty Cl re the foun da tions 
of ci viii sed society. 

·:· the Sta te is a n instrument of the citi zens it serves. 
·:· any ac ti o n of the Sta te mus t respect the principles of 

d emocra tic accountability and the rule of Jaw. 

The primar y objec ti ve of th e ILG is to d efend the 
fund amental libera l beli ef of 

·:· the rig h t of indi\'idLw ls to person;, ! li berty , li berty of 
th ought, ex p ress io n, beli ef, fa ith a nd wo rship; 

·=· th e right of associa ti on; 
·:· the ri g ht to p ri vi'lte p roperty; 
·=· free choice of occupation; 
·:· the right to informati on so as to enable the exercise one's 

right meaning full y . 

Whil e tolerance is in tegral to Liber<~ li sm, the ILC wi ll 
not tolera te in tolera nce. 

T h e Indian Li be ra l G ro u p 

!1;,·li,·\·. 'th.lt 'h .. htJ.;ir4," .r ,t.;,,·,· r: .. . l~ n'- : '.~--,, .. ';" .1 ilnrc, 

n''t L"'usi ncs~ 
i. ~.l pr ,- .... ~d.:, til.i 1 Lii~.J l.r ] , j .. ·, ~ ·1 1 

·=· beli eves' thil t tech t'l ology is n cd ecl to promote human 
develnpnw nt <tnd drows <1ttenti o n tn th' f<Jc t th a t the 
grow th of Libe r;, Jism has been co n temporaneous w ith 
the d evelopment o f science a nd tech nology . 
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·:· affirms that active and participatory citizenship at all levels 
is essential for sustaining a liberal and democratic society. 

Above all, the ILG beli eves in the need to uphold 
va lues and excellence; character and integrity. To develop 
men and women w ith such faith and principles is the rea l! 
before Liberals . 

The ILG's Basic Principles- Guidelines for Action 

Preceding the ILG 's structured re-appearan ce, three 
regiona l workshops , 5 state- level workshop and a national 
symposium discussed at length a11d worked out the Liberal Positio1z 
011 a number of issues. The Guidelines for Action are based on 
these Liberal Positions. Lack of space prevents us from publishing 
the en tire guidelines. The fo llowing is an extensive extract. 

Individual Freedom and Liberties 

The ILG v iews the following as matters of immediate 
concern: 

·:· Muzzling of the freedom of expression in any media 
·:· Illegal detentions of citizens by any person or authority 
{· Fundamentalism in any form that threa tens freedoms 
·:· The resort to violence and intimida tion 
·:· Criminalisa tion of p olitics 
·:· The all-pervasive corruption. 

Right to Information 

The right to information is a corollary to the right of 
free expression. Citizens can exercise their r ights meaningfully 
only if they are adequately informed ... Under blanket terms 
like "s tate securi ty" or "public interest" numerous acts of 
omission and commission are hidden from public scrutiny. 
Actions of Governm ent should be bo th transparent and 
accountable. 

Economic Prosperity Through Freedom. 

The ILG believes that people in their individual 
capacities can contribute to the wellbeing and prosp erity of 
th e community n o Jess th a n government . This can be 
achieved only under conditions of freedom and equity. This 
is p ossible in an economic arrangement which is alive to its 
social obliga ti ons. Such an economy, best described as a social 
market economy, implies that 

·:· farming should be dea lt w ith in a manner as to ensure 
that the Indian farmer gets a fair return on his investment 
and labour; 

·:· the manufacturer and the trader are free to engage in 
indu s tr y a nd trad e untrammeled by n eed less 
impediments in the conduct of thei r business; 

·:· it is the consumer's pu rchasing power refl ected by the 
demand for specifi c goods and services that decides what 
to prod ucc and how much to prod ucc; 
the gc,\~..-rnn1l'nt ~ h n;J L .. i f~.,iLt : r; i t ::; l1ttcnti.,n , .n the S\ll ird 

~ ·x t •,lr. Thcs•: includ e the r rovis ion of clean drinkin~ 
\ \' l l t c t, pr lill(lr y ll~....t~ ! t h ..__ ll rc , prin1 l1r y CLiliLl1liun, . ba :-dL 

infrastructure l'ik ~~ roa ds, bri'd ges, ports and the l ike . 

·:· the dism i"l ntling of the r ermit li cence quota r <:l j w ill hil\'e 
tn be accompa ni ed by a gradu al elimina tion nf the regime 
o f subsidi es .. . 

·:· for fr ee enterprise to take root the state must ensure 
pri va te property rights . Unless each citizen has the 
lega ll y e nforceable ri ght to ow n, buy, sell , trad e, 
mortgage and invest in private property, a normal healthy 
stable m arket economy ca nnot ex ist; 

·:· overall economic policy is gu ided by the principle of 
competiti on, effi ciency, productivity, enhanced consumer 
satisfaction, full employm ent and well being of the 
people keeping in view the central liberal belief in the 
dignity of the individual. 

Technology and Human Development 

The ILG believes tha t Science and Technology can play 
a crucial role in enabling our people achieve a better quality 
of life. This involves 

·:· encouraging priva te companies to invest in Research 
and Development. .. 

·:· the state confining itself to promoting pure sc ience 
research and defence tha t require long term stra tegic 
investments . 

·:· restricting the government's regulatory sphere to setting 
up of standards . .. . 

·:· Ensuring that all scientific and technological development 
should take place with concern for the protection of the 
environment. 

Active Citizenship 

The JLG believes tha t the ultimate purpose of society 
a nd the state is to assure the dignity of the individual. But 
this will remain a dream unless the citi zens are alive to their 
responsibilities to society. Citizens action groups should keep 
the elected representatives and public servants on their toes 
ensuring that they perform . .. 

Governance 

·~ The Rule of Law is central to liberalism. The lLG will 
strive to educate citizens in the principles of the Rule 
of Law. 

·:· The ILG is concerned over the state of the judicial system 
characterised by shortage of judges, procedural delays 
and the consequent difficulti es faced by citizens in 
securi ng justice. 

·:· Powers should be redistributed in su ch a manner tha t 
the power wielders come in close proximity to the people. 
This will help enhance accountability . 

·:· The need to review the Representa ti on o f the People 
Act has become imperative. A primary endeavour of 
the ILG w ill be to seek the removal of the stipulation 
that political parties seek ing registra tion with the El ecti on 
Commission need to a ffirm a beli ef in social ism. 

·:· The concept of sunset leg isl a ti on should be introduced 
w herein a ll laws shou ld hnve a n in-buil t obso lescence 
cla us•· 

·:· Lih t' r ;ll ~ h (• li t'Vt' t h<1 t t;,x.,tin n s h 'l1 ll d h p f.,irl;' h~ l <Jn rt •rl 

h't\'?Cl''"" th';.' ~1 ... ""l'd ~lt th, ~~,.-h ~ nJt'il "'1 '1..._! th~ lH.'',\!'· •! 

socie ty for sa \iing and in\•estment. 

Social Issues 

·:· To achi eve a good qua li ty of life the lLG believes that 
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a small family is essential. It advocates the educa tion 
of the poor with particular emphasis on women's and 
children's education . .. 

·:· The irrefutable evidence of history is that there is a 
d efinite link between educa tion and develoment. The 
Liberals commit themselv es to the promotion of 
educa tion particularly a t the primary level to target full 
literacy. 

.;. Corruption is a manifes tati o n of d eclinin g va lues 
accelerated by economic policies involvingof controls, 
permits, licences and quotas. Corruption is a ca ncer that 
ea ts into the vitals of d em ocratic polity and d es troys 
democracy itself. Liberals will fi ght corruption a t all levels 
with p os itive action no t only through public educa tion 
but by advocating exemplary punishment tha t would 
act as a deterrent. 

·:· The politicisation of a n y aspec t o f the problems of 
minorities should be opposed . The State should assume 
the role of a neutral referee with no interest in any one 
group. The Indian Constitution takes the posi tion that 
India is a polyglot society wherein people of different 
r eligions and languages can coexist on the basis of 
equality. Liberals can contribute by promoting positive 
interaction be tween various groups and ensuring that 
the rights of the minorities are safeguarded.3 

.;. All attempts should be made to avoid uprooting tribal s 
(adivasis) from their traditional homelands. 

·:· While the p olicy of reservations has undoubted ly done 
some good to certain sections of the population, the 
administration of this has led to great dissatisfac ti on 
amongst several sections of the popula tion. The larger 
issue of reserva tions needs to be reviewed criti ca lly and 
periodically. 

For membership and other details write to tlz e 

INDIAN LIBERAL GROUP, National Headquarters , 1st 
floor, Sassoon Building, 143, Mahatma Gandhi Road, 
Mumbai 400001. ·:·Phones: 0091 22 284 13 40, 267 44 53 ·:· 
Telefax: 284 34 16 ·=· Email: freedom @vsnl.com. 

Freedom First, January-March 1999 

As spelt out in Article 2 of the newly adopted Consh LHion 
of the Indian Libera l Group 

Some apprehensions have been expressed that the 
sentence "The politicisa tion of any aspect of the problems 
of minorities should be opposed" could be misinterpreted 
to mean that the ILG is opposed to the minorities 
organising themselves politically. This is not so. The word 
politici sation is used in the p ejorative sense- that is the 
misuse of the problems of minorities by interested parties 
or politicians to gain political mileage for themselves. 

Olympus Lifts 
Service and Technology 

26 

* Bharat Bijlee imited 
501/ 502 s.vastisk Chw.wer;,", 5ihjWor, 

Jn. u.f CST & S£aiiun Road, C <et!l.bur, Bombay 4VO () 11, 

TeL: OZZ-5ZZ8772 1 73 17x.:OI1-6!062 BEBE IN Fax: 02Z~52Z5870 

Freedom First April-June 2000 



I 
L 

Self-reliance: the keynote of our independence 
Long before we won our freedom, 

self-reliance was the goal of those of our 
people who could think for themselves 
and shed the shackles of dependence : 
men of foresight and determination, like 
Ardeshir and Pirojsha Godrej, who had 
confindence in the country's capabilities 
and shared the same ideals with Tilak, 
Tagore, Gandhi and Nehru who practised 
self-reliance. 

In Godrej , self-reliance has been 
considered indispensable to progress, 
the aim being not just self-sufficiency for 

the orgainsation but for the whole 
country. Progress can only be achieved 
in a milieu of progress. 

Based on our country's needs, and 
exploiting the country's own resources , 
Godrej have diversified. 

Made to international standards and 
backed by continous technical innova­
tion, their products range from locks and 
security equipement, machine tools, 
forklift trucks, architecture and steel 
castings to furniture, typewriters, 
refrigerators, computers and electronic 

business systems as well as soaps, 
detergents, toiletries, chemicals, animal 
feeds , agro-products and edible oils. 

The Godrej industrial garden 
township at Vikhroli-Pirojshanagar is ·an 
example of self-reliance and progress. 
For their worker Godrej have provided -
in a unique environment - many social 
benefits : extensive housing, schools , 
and adult education, recreation, medical 
and family-planning benefits .. 

Self-reliance is both a means and 
an end. 

For Godrej it is the essence of independence. 

i .• ·.· ' ·.,..,. \· 
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FINE FABRICS 
FOR THE 

COMPLETE MAN 

maymond presents its stun ning range of fabrics , in a wide variety of colours, 

designs, textures and blends. All wool , wool-rich, poly-wool blends and more. 

Whatever you're looking for, you're sure to find it with Raymond. 
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Remembering Satyajit Ray 
Prern Vaid ya 

Novice in the field of practical film-making , yet Ray was scholastic 
in the language of films. He had learnt the art by watching good films. 

French President , Franco1s Mitterrand 
came a ll t he way f rom France to 
Cal cutta to honou r Satyaj it Ray: A 
Commender of the Legion D'Honneur 
during the bicentennial celebrat ion year 
of the French Revolution . 

" I will be a film director. I will 
go to Germnny nnd lea rn nnd come 
back." 

This was the sharp reply by 
six yea r o ld Ma nik, to one o f his 
cousins Rubi in the ir Calcutta house 
in '1926 when during a play, she had 
wa nted him to be a docto r w hen he 
g rew up. Ma nik was Sa tya jit Hay's 
cltildhood name. 

Un like o ther film m<Jke r-;, who 
;, lc~ rl ed I eel rn ing th e e ra t l 
tr.hlition,ll lv hv \\ .)rkin' "ilh filn1 
units , · R<Jy's · g r nwth w<Js 
<Js tonis h in glv diffe re nt . li e w<Js the 
fir ;, l man in Indi a lo s tint a film 
socie ty - The a lcu tt il Fi lm Society, 

in 1947. Mos tl y A m e rica n a nd 
occas ion a ll y Br iti sh , French and 
Ru ss ia n films wer e sc ree n e d, 
fo llowed by g rou p discuss ions. 

In th e sa m e yea r , Ray 
d eveloped a hobby w riting screen­
plays based on the books, w hich 
we re bei n g b ro u g ht fo r film 
ad ap ta tions. He vvould keep a track 
o f the newspaper announcements of 
the adoption; would see those films 
wh e n re leased ; compare and 
eva lua te w ha t he had wr itten w ith 
w ha t the p rofes ionals had p roduced . 
A un ique way to lea rn for a budding 
genius! 

Influence of Renoir 
W hi le wo r k in g with a n 

a d vertising agency, Signe t Press, in 
1949, Ray was asked to illustrate an 
edition o f Pnther Pnnchali, a novel by 
Bibhuti Shushan Bandopadhyay. To 
illus tra te, he had to rea d the book. 
T lw s tn ry o ppea led to h im as a 
possib le film so urce . Incidentally, 
thi s was th e yea r of two ha ppy 
occasions in Ray's life- his marriage 
w ith Bijoya Das and the a rriva l in 
Ca lcutta of the fa mous French film 
m a ke r, j ea n Re no ir, wh o wa s in 
India to make the film The River- a 
story revolv in g a rou nd an English 
jute mi ll manager ilnd his fami ly 
li ving in Bt> ngal l lw loca le.; ;,elt-'r lt-'cl 

lor ;,hontmg ol the I ilm were JH-'ctr 
C.1kutt,1 '\ ~· , l ·.,nt .. pp,.rtuni:\ r,.;· 
Ray' 

I ,1y knew l<t->nn ir through his 
fi lm:-, , Tliis l.a1111 is Minr ( ISI43) and 
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Th e So uth ern er (1 945) as a n 
unconv entio nal film m a ke r w ho 
worked fo r a n America n company, 
with American finance for American 
audie nces, but w ith a Euro p ea n 
a pproach. 

After duty hours a t the Sign et 
P ress, Ray would v is it Re no ir as 
often as possible. And on weekends, 
he would a ttend location shoo tings. 

Re no ir 's filmin g The R iver 
(1 951), th e ly rica l a d ap ta ti on of 
Rum e r Godd e n 's nove l abo u t 
En g li sh c hildre n g r ow in g up in 
Be n ga l wa s a feas t for 
c in e ma to g rap h er C laude . W h il e 
C laud e filmed the rive r s id e, the 
boa ts, the fi shermen w ith soothing 
Benga li songs in the background -
Ray observed and studied and noted 
with a pprecia tion the fin a l to uches 
by Ren o ir. Ra y discu ssed with 
Renoir the making of Pather Pnnchali, 
the story, the bockdrnp o f Bengo l, the 
!3engali joint-fami ly and their culture 
e tc. " It sound s w ond erful. Make it, 
I think it will make a good film". was 
Ren o ir 's fr a nk o pinio n . He a lso 
ad v ised Ray, " If you could o nly 
shake Hollywood out of your system 
a nd evo lve your own s ty le, yo u 
vvnul d be making great fil ms hert>". 
This w.Js to have a lasting imprint 
nn l~av ' o; work . 

t\ctb tndlo ndtn l c~ gon:: w tute tn ·l.<"ay ::. · 
<~ u log r,l pl1 uouk in I 928: 

" I h a v c l r a v L' II e d il II 
<~ro u nd the worl d to see rivers 
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and mountains, and I have spent 
a lot of money. I have to lengths, 
I have seen everything. But I 
forgot to see just outside my house 
a d ewdrop which reflects in its 
convexity the whole universe 
around." 

"That is the Indian tradition, 
presence of the essential thing in 
every small detail. This is the 
essence, I think. And it is becoming 
more and more clear to me", said Ray 
in an interview to The Guardian . 

In 1950, Ray was sen t to 
England by his advertising company 
for six m onths. During this p eriod 
he saw about 100 films. One of them 
was an Italian film, Vittoria de Sica 
The Bicycle Thief (1949) . Most of it 
\·vas shot on loca tion - a simple, 
truthful tal e o f a working man 
whose job depends on his bicycle. 
The man is completed dejected when 

his bicycle is s tolen . His only solace 
is his young son. 

Ray was very impressed by 
this film . In his imagination , he 
could easily juxtapose making Pather 
Panchali. H e counted th e 
conceptional si mil a riti es: a low 
budget film ... shot on outd oo r 
loca tions under all sorts of lighting 
conditions .. . in the native language 
.. with a non-professional cast ... no 
make-up. N ovice in the field of 
practical film-making, yet Ray was 
scholastic in the language of films. 
He had learnt the art by watching 
good films. 

He had to take a cameraman 
who had never handled a movie 
camera in his life because all the 
professionals objected to his shooting 
in actual rain a nd in available 
lighting conditio ns on outdoor 
locations. 

Ray's Creative Offerings 
With Awards 

1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1970 
1970 
1971 
1971 
1973 
1974 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1917 
19ib 
1980 
1981 
1982 
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Pather Panchali 
Aparajito 

13 national and international awards 
6 national awards 

Paras Pather 
Jalsagar 

4 national awards 

Apur Sansar 
2 national and 2 international awards 
4 national awards 

De vi 1 national and 2 international awards 
Rabindranath Tagore 2 national awards 
Teen Kanya 4 
Kanchanjungha 
Abhijan 
Mahanagar 2 
Charulata 4 
Kapurush-0-Mahapurush 
Nayak 2 
Chiriyakhana 
Goopy Gyne Bagha Byne 6 
Aranyer Din Rati 
Pratidwandi 2 
Seemabaddha 
Sikkim 
Ashni Sanket 4 
The Inner Eye 1 
Sonar Kella 6 
Jana Aranya 3 
Ba la 
S halt an} ~<.e ~<./u la t • 

. Jot B a/Ja 1'-e lunal/1 
Hiro l< Rajai' Desfl e 
Pikoo's Day 
Sadgati 
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Versatility 
Right from his first film to the 

last, they were all director's films. the 
selec tion of stories, script-writing, 
composing music, camera work, set 
designing, publicity pos ters - Ray 
dived deep with body, mind and SOL;! 
into all these! Incid entally, the first 
India n film maker Dadasah eb 
Phalke was th e o nl y o th er film 
personality who handled a ll aspects 
o f film making in cluding film 
processing! 

"Ray was the first film maker 
in India to make the individua ls' 
films", says Mrinal Sen. The writer 
of this article has seen Ray 
personally at the Films Division, 
Mumbai, on a recording-mi xer, 
h olding two knobs of music and 
effec t track while mixing one of his 
documentary films The Inner Eye 
(1974) , which won the President's 
Gold Medal. 

Hay knew, where and how he 
would like to maintain a rhythm in 
his films. A perfection on celluloid . 
It is because of this, most of his films 
are a feast for the eyes and a treat 
for the ears. Humanism and a poetic 
approac h to hi s subject was the 
watchword. 

When Mrs. Indira Gandhi 
approached Ray for makin g 
documentary films on Social Welfare 
;:mel some for the government mecl ie1 , 
he pol ite ly refused. 

fn the making of his first film, 
Pn tlrer Panchali in 1952, with a junk 
camera, Ray had to face Himalayan 
odds . Unknown in the film world, 
getting finance \va s a lm ost 
impossib le. He had to invest all his 

.savings . Fo r w a nt o r runds, th e 
slw nting was held up tw ice w ithin 

f 11 1 ,1 I ' 1 r - , 1 1 ' 
I t~ ' i 'I It II' tjtlt;l J.lr._• J 'd Lid:":ld JI 1 

! l !1o !1 ~ i...: , ~~~i ·v l1a,i ·-..~ lt• i~~ t l ll• l l~--v !, ·v 
jJ<~ W llLLltj 111~ w!le s o rnamen ts . 
Finc~ll)', th e the n Chi ef Minis ter uf 
WP~, [ be ng<ll , I ) r. b . C. l<.oy cam e to 
hi s he lp . A ccu r cl in g to l~a y's 



biographer, Marie Seton, "A state 
government bureaucrat wrote on the 
file, Pat/1er Panchali is rather dull and 
s low moving." But Father Pnnchnli 
(The Song of the Little Road) turned 
out to be one of the best Indian films 
with 13 na tiona l and internationa l 
awa rds, a nd found a place among 
the classics of world cinema which 
brought unprecedented name and 
fame to this man of 6 ft 4.5 inches 
making him a colossus in the world 
of cinema . Ray never looked back 
therea fter and remained the on ly 
faithful mirro r of India . 

Pnther Parzchali proved a good 
investment for the State Government 
which netted till 1979, Rs .24 lakhs, 
including Rs .9 lakhs in fo reign 
exchange on an investment of Rs.2.1 
lakhs! 

Ray belonged to a highly 
intellectual, progressive Bengali 
family. His father Sukumar Ray 
(1887-1923) made puppets which 
would attract people of all ages. 
Gurudev Tagore was one of his 
admirers . Satyajit's grandfather, 
Upendrakishore Ray (1863-1915) 
was a fo llower of the Brahmo Samnj, 
sta rted by the grea t reformer, Raja 
Ram Mohun 1\oy (1772-1833), which 
brought the renaissance to Bengal. 
Upe ndrakishore wa s a writer, 
painter, pho tographer, lov er of 
music and an expe rt in printing 
technology. 

Britain and Fra nce were two 
countries where Ray had his mos t 
devoted fo llowe rs. The French 
Presid ent, Francois Mitterand ca me 
to Calcutta to honour one of the great 

One of the strongest motives that 
lead me n to art an d scie nce is 
esca pe fro m everyday life with its 
pa inful crudi ty and hop e less 
drconnes: from the feller::: of on~·::; 
own ever-s hifting rl es ires A fin e ly 
tempered n<:J 1. re lorg" t0 esc.ap~ 

· from the personal life into the world 
of objective perception and thought. 

Alb ert Einstein 

fi lm directors of the century. On 
February 2, 1986, in the presence of 
a galaxy o f inte ll ec tual s a nd 
d ignitaries a t the National Library, 
Calcutta, President Mitterand sa id: 

"We make you a Commander 
o f the Legion D'Ho nneur. France is 
paying tribute to a grea t director and 
friend. It is gratitude to a crea tor w ho 
w ith roots in this part of the world 
bears witness and continues to bear 
w itness to the p light of all." 

Satyajit Ray turned 70 in 1991. 
On December 15, 1991, a telegram 
from Mr. Karl Malden, P~esident of 
the American Academy of Motion 
Pictures, informed Ray that he had 
been awarded the Special oscar 
Award, joinging in line with Greta 
Ga rbo (1955), Cary Grant (1 969), 
Charlie Chaplin (1972), James 
Stewart (1984), Akiro Kurosava 
(1989), and Sophia Loren (1990), the 
other recepients . 

With over 30 feature films and 
documentaries to his credit in three 
decades of film-making, Ray was 
very happy. He said: "I am 
absolutely enthralled by the sheer 
process of film making a nd th e 
enj oy ment that l der ive fro m my 
work is w ha t keeps me going as a 
film maker. Winning an Oscar is the 
climax beca use it is the equivalent 
of the Nobel Prize for a film maker 
and one cannot go beyond that. " 

On Ja nua ry 27, 1992, dur ing 
a routine checkup, it was found that 
Ra y had d e v e loped h ea rt a nd 
resp irato ry compl ica tions . He was 
admitted for trea tment. 

On March 15, a two-member 
Osca r team, Mr. AI Schwartz, well­
known TV produ cer and Mr. D<t vid 
rlakos, a Hollywood cameraman 
from I .os /\ ngcks c<1mc tn C<~ l cu ll·<l, 

und on Murch ·1r,, lhev came ln Be ll e 
v ... ll .... c lil.i< tn film clll liling.f.l.l)'"' 
a live interview film capsu le to .be 
srreen d a t th e ·1 gg O'ica r A 1 Mel 

fun ction in ll o ll ywoud . 
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If he has been conferred such a prestigious 
foreign award , he must be really good; and 
we 'll look like foo ls if we give him anything 
less than a Bharat Ratna !. .. 

Courtesy: Sabu, The Indian Express. 

That same night, a Rashtrapati 
Bhavan communique announced that 
the Bharat Rah1a had been conferred 
on Satyajit Ray! The Indian Express 
dated March 22, came out with an 
interesting cartoon by Sa bu . 

At th e 64 th Annual Oscar 
Awards function, Audrey Hepburn, 
in what was to be her las t public 
appearance, paid glowing tributes to 
Satyajit Ray. 

On 23rd April 1992, Satyajit 
Ray, a legend in his life time, passed 
away. He was 70. 

Flags flew a t ha lf-mas t o n all 
offi cial buildings and government 
offices remained closed as the West 
Bengal government declared State 
mourning for the day. In New Delhi, 
Parliament observed a minute 's 
sile nce in his honour. 

/\British paper ·a id that th e 
mood in Calcutta, when Sa tyaj il I{ay 
di .-> .1 W-' '- >l " i f [(l hll l •• niH'n <~nd 

Willi ,lm ShilkPsp t'<H e ha d b o th 

1,;, !:., cJ ,1\\',lY ,1: : th :· ~>-1ll)l' du y 

l\ I R. P REJ\I Vi\ IDYA, a documentary 
f i i 111 m .1ker was w ilh !he Films Divi si on 
of the Govern ment of Ind ia . 
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survivability. We also conducted the Elk and reverse gear tests to ensure stabili ty. We mode sure 
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R eflections Serious and Facetious 
Louella Lobo Prab hu 

Papal Apologies 
Do Ex-Post-Facto Apologies Mean Anything? 

It was good to see Galileo 
rehabilita ted, by the present Pope, for 
th e great savant, r emained a 
believing Catho lic , despite his 
discovery, that the sun, not the earth, 
is the centre of the Solar System. The 
Pope has now apologised - or is 
about to apologise for the Crusades, 
the Inquisition, and the Holocaust. 
Does this enable one, to close ugly 
chapters of histo ry, with a happy 
ending? Yes and N o! We cannot 
res tore to those who were tortured 
and killed , the lives that were 
snuffed out, by the above episodes. 
However, the "Apology" would be 
sa luta ry, if \·vi th it, the re ca me a 
greater Papal humility, on certain 
areas which need redressal. 

The Crusades 
In the name of wresting from 

the 'infidel', landmarks in the life of 
Jesus, under Muslim control, the 
Crusades perpetrated acts of great 
barbarism. Though Richard Coeur 
de Lion, was regarded as a "parfait" 
gentle knight, it is his foe, Saladin, 
\\'ho shines, by contras t - he even 
se nt his ow n personal physician, 
wh e n Richard, badly wounded, 
would have bled to dea th, while 
Europea n physicians, appli ed the 
remedy of leeches, to a man already 
suffering life- threa tening blood-loss! 
It is a mazing that in their different 
ways, the peopl e o f 'The Boo k' , 
regarded a ll other faiths, as heretica I. 
Th lt>ws . suppn'>Pd lv ]lPil iWd intn 
g lw ttoes . w hi ch SPP m s cr u e l a nd 
111hum;1n, nevertheless loL) k d\ )Wn 

upon ·no n-Jews, eve n ·,v he n th e ir 
very ow n existence is in jeopardy 1 

Whe n C hri s ti a nity a nd Is la m, 

developed side by sid e, Christians, 
as already m entio ned , rega rd ed 
Muslims as 'infidels', while, no 
doubt, among the races of non­
Muslim peoples, orthodox Muslims 
thought , and think of them as 
'kaffirs '. 

Islamic Culture Superior 
At the p o int of its finest 

fl owering, the Muslim world, 
especially in the Moorish conquest 
of Spain, shone, in the intellectual 
disciplines of algebra, astronomy 
(O mar Khayyam was as much a 
path-breaking astronomer, as a great 
poet); medicine. As happens to great 
religions and cultures, the zenith of 
Islamic intellectual achievement, was 
followed by a long dark night, even 
though today, Islam runs a neck-to­
neck race with Christianity, in terms 
of numbers and geographica l 
spheres of influence. 

The Inquisition 
The Inquisition remains a 

pe rma ne nt b lot on the history of 
Christianity; on world his tory too. 
Apart from the shocking physical 
cruelties, ca rried out in the na me of 
Jesus, it raises th e spectr e o f 
inte llec tual intole rance. This 
prohibits the free spirit of inquiry, 
which should infuse human affa irs; 
sc ho la rs hip in th e ph ys ica l a nd 
socia l sciences. The Inquisition is not 
.iP?rl il l_"(j<.;f<.; 'l lhl'it il> '1 '-h ltl()WI' 

v Prs in n To->i h<Jrcl ri P ' h '1 t·d in , ~• nd 

ur ·ei I) 1 fan ::. <. u ,g, a '- ui.~.- u 

inves ti gation, fhe la tter prevented 
fr om leaching in a C<~lholi c 

Unive rsity. 
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The Holoca ust 
In making this apology, Pope 

Jo hn Paul II , has wittingly or 
unwittingly (?), laid open th e 
questi on of Papal infallability, 
which did not exist, at the time of the 
Inquisition, and the Crusades. It 
could, of course, be argued that the 
matter was one pertaining to Pope 
Pius Xll's political judgement, 
whereas the Pope is only infallible 
in matters of faith and morals. 

However, the extreme rigidity 
of the present Pope on the subject of 
effective artificial contraception, is a 
stand, obviously taken, as one based 
on faith and morals. But what about 
the economic and political agendas 
of Third World countries, where 
p overty is roo ted in excess 
population? "Vatican Roulette", v ia 
th e sa fe perio d o f a wo man's 
menstrual cycle, d epends on two 
fragile pos tulates: one, that the time 
of ovulation can accurately b e 
predicted; second that a woman, 
highly-placed, or poor, can curb the 
lus tful instinc ts of man, probably 
drunken a nd in " the mood", for 
being told, "Not tonight, Napoleon!" 
It is sad, that a Pope o therwise so 
huma n e, ca nn o t see repea ted 
unwanted pregnancies, from a 
woman's point of view. 

Abortion, however, should not 
be on demand . In the countries where 
it is le il ll v ilV<J il <J hl e, cert<:~ i n 

circumsta nce. m<~ke sense: the firs t 
!<:;the (1-w g•'r to hco r hysicil.l.lif<> t'f 
th e m0lh e r (thf' C hurch accord s 
pri0r ity tn the l ife of the chil d , 
w hereas the dea th of a mo ther in 
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childbirth would leave her o ther 
children, motherless. The life of a 
fully grown woman, with 
responsibilities to her family, should 
prevail, over the life of a foetus. 
Damage to the psychological health 
of the mother, arises, if she becomes 
pregnant as a result of rape. One of 
the most cruel things Mother Teresa 
did with ruthless religious bigotry, 
was to insist that Bangladeshi 
women, raped by Pakistani soldiers, 
should carry their babies to full term, 
as the price of her help. Every time 
a woman raped, looks upon the fruit 
of a union which was pure trauma, 
she cannot but curse, a religious 
establishment, which forces her, 
daily to confront, something she 
should mercifully forget! 

The Mind-set of the Present Pope 
The "Apologies" though 

belated, would be welcome- if they 
indicated a more open mindset for 
the present, and the future. Sadly 
this charismatic, and m ost widely 
travelled Pope, remains mired in the 
orthodoxy of the Middle Ages, on the 
question of family-size , and 
woman's right, to make at least some 
decisions, regarding her femaleness 
and her body. 

The Teachings of Jesus 
Lest I shock those who 

perceive me as a "Defender of the 
Faith", Christianity as taugh t by 
Jesus, was simple and broad: "Thou 
shalt love thy God with thy whole 
heart, and whole mind;" Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself; " 
" Love one another, as I have loved 
you". He was particularly kind to 
women, having an uncanny 
understanding of the feminine 
psyche. I believe, if He could speak 
today, He w ould leave it to the 
innate instincts and wisdom of 
women, to make their choices, as to 
fami ly-size. 

The Poor are the Worst Sufferers 
I may add, that in Western 

Europe, the USA, and possibly upper 
class catholic Asia, priests dispense 
penitence, from the orthodox 
teaching on artificial contraception. 
Sadly, thus, the rich with their small 
families, give their children the best, 
and perpetuate their soc ial 
dominance. The poor, who heed the 
teaching, get increasingly 
ma rgi na I ised. 

DR. LOUELLA LOBO I'RABHU is 
Associate Editor of Insight. 
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The Willow has Wilted 

The match fixing scandal 
involving players and bookies is not at 
all surprising. Cricket has ceased to be 
a game, but has become a business . 
Since a lot of unaccounted cash is 
involved, the mafia has moved in with 
their sleeping partners in such shady 
business viz ., politicians and 
bureaucrats who protect them. This 
team-work ensures that eventually 
everything will be properly covered up. 

Contrast this with what some 
of the all time Greats 
did and said . When 
Professor D. B. 
Deodhar who 
received the presti­
gious Dadabhai 
Naoroji Award in 
1990 was asked for 
his advice, he said : 

"Play the game, on and off the field . 
Above all , lead a clean and honest life. 
Without it, all achievements are 
meaningless." 

Don Brad-
man , in a rare 
interview in 1996 
asked what he 
would like best 
to be remem­
bered for, sa id: 
"Integrity". 

West Indies player Malcolm 
Marshall who died 

·~ recently , was 
offered a huge 
sum to play in a 
Sou th African 
team during the 
days of apartheid. 
He refused as he 

was strongly opposed to apartheid. The 
disappointed promoter said. "You are a 
very good cricket player, but a foolish 
young man". Malcolm Marshall never 
regretted. 

Today the willow has wilted . 
Mos t money-crazy players have 
fo• 0'.'""1 th;:>f whPn their life's s umps 
are drawn. the qreat Fourth Umpire will 
givP ::.. Vt:"fdiGI which wil l endure and 
not .their ;records'. nor ill -gotten moriey. 

M. R. Pai 



Vladimir Putin- Russia's Man of the Moment? 

The Russian delegation 
canno t be blamed . Nobody knew 
who Putin was, till, on new year eve, 
Boris Yeltsin took the world by 
surprise, announcing his resignation 
three mon ths ahead of his term and 
naming Vladimir P utin as his 
successor. Russian Presidential 
elections will be held on March 26, 
2000 - three m o nths a head of 
schedule and Vlad imir Putin is a ll 
set to become the second President 
of th e Russian Republic.* Boris 
Yeltsin had appointed him as the 
fifth prime minister on August 15, 
1999 and the general perception a t 
that time was that Putin was going 
to be Yeltsin's fifth victim . However, 
Yeltsin 's confid ence in Put in and the 
apprecia tion tha t the Russians have 
show n over Putin's handling of the 
Chechan issu e, coupled with the 
good performance of Putin 's Unity 
Block in the 1999 elec tions to the 
Duma clearly indicate that Putin w ill 
ge t elected as the nex t President of 
th e Russian Federation . 

J U, vhu Is 'ul !n .' 

KGH Hackground 
Born in 1952, l'utin graduated 

This was wrillen before the elections. 

Perumal Koshy 

The Russian delegation attending the World Economic 
Forum at Davos last year were asked about their new 
President-in-charge, "What can you say about Putin?" A 
hush fell over the audience, as the Russian delegates 
blankly looked at each other, and the audience burst out 
laughing as no reply was forthcoming : 

in law from the Leningrad University 
a nd joined the foreign intelligence 
section of the KGB . He spent mos t 
part of his assignment in Germany. 
Leav ing th e KGB in 1990, Putin 
joined Anatoly Sobchak, then Mayor 
of St. Petersburg; fi rs t as head of 
external relatio ns and then as 
d eputy Mayor from March 1994. 
After Sobchak's defeat in the 1996 
elec tions, Putin moved to Moscow. 
On the recommendation of Anatoli 
Chubias, then deputy prime 
minister, he was appointed deputy 
hea d of man age m ent in th e 
presidentia l administration in 1998. 
fn July tha t yea r, he was appointed 
as head of the Federal Security 
Service, the successor to the KGB. 
Pleased with Pu tin's work and 
loya lty, Yeltsin ap pointed him as 
Secretary of the Security Council , 
w hich coordinates \·Vith the Minister 
of Interior, Defence, Federa l Border 
Guards and Federal Security Force. 
fn August 1999, he became Prime 
Minister, replacing Pri makov . 

Free Market ... 
Putin is d esc rib e d as a 

"co lo urless bureau c ra t" wh o se 
hnnesty and decency is endorsed by 
·;o m c n f lw Rur,: 1:1'" he~ • l:nf'''.'!' 
liberals. His closeness to obchak, 
1....hul.Ji<1s ·dlld utlter lil.Jeru s, i nus 
support to the hope that he ma a lso 
fo ii(>W refo rmist policit>s. l' ulin has 
pledged to sta y with the free-market 
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reforms a nd liberal values. But, he 
prefers tighter s tate control over the 
economy and enforcing discipline 
and order . In one o f his speeches, 
Pu tin has said that Russia' s 
eco nomy will improve only if its 
defence industry is beefed up. In an 
official sta tement issued four days 
before Yeltsin 's resignation, Putin 
ca lled for tax reforms, payment of 
wage arrea rs and an end to the role 
of the barter system. Indicating his 
awareness of the challenges Russia 
was facing, Putin compared Russia 
unfavourably with Portugal and 
Spain. He no ted that it would take 
a t leas t 15 yea rs more and a grow th 
rate of 8% per year if Ru ssia were 
to reach th e s tatus o f econ omic 
d evelopment of either of these two 
countries. 

... but State Regulated 
In a s ta te m e n t iss ued in 

December, Putin sa id tha t wes tern 
style d emocracy was no t suited to 
Russia. Russ ian society, he declared, 
"wa nts a restoration of the guiding 
and regulatory role of the state ... 
Russians a re no t rea dy to aba ndon 
traditional depend ence on the s tate 
and become self-reliant individuals . 

1 c Lll ll l lt r , hc r~to J ~.:: , tt c cJ s d 

rompn-'iH~ n s i vP svste m o f s tate­
reg ul a ted eco n omy ". 1 hese are 
poli c ies a ttri bu ted to th e 
co mmunis ts. For, such id eas <tnd a 
free-market econom y do not go hand 
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in hand. 

Richard Pipes observes that 
such sentiments hardly p oint to 
furth er political and econ o mic 
liberalisation. Similarly, Marshall 
Go ldman p oints o ut to Putin's 
confusion about the role of the state 
in a market mechanism. "He places 
an emphasis on the market, which 
is good; but when he says he wants 
a n inves tment p o licy that would 
combine purely market mechanisms 
with measures of state guidance, he 
reveals his confusion. Certa inly, 
market mechanism can mesh with 
state guidance, but reliance o n 
purely market mechanisms means 
weak or no state guidance- not the 
strong state. Putin also emphasizes." 
Goldman refers to Putin's initial 
support of the Russian Central 
Bank's request that exporters turn 
over 100% of their export earnings 
to the state as an anti-market 
measure. It may appear to be the best 
way to curb the flight of capital, but 
in all likelihood, it will only serve 

to increase capital flight as even more 
exporters get their customers to divert 
payments away from Russia. 

Civil Liberties ... 
In his new year address to the 

natio n, Putin assured that civil 
liberties like freedom of worship, 
freedom of the press and property 
rights will be protected. What made 
him the favorite of the Russians who 
suffered a series of bomb blasts in 
Moscow and o ther cities in the last 
quarter of 1999, was his tough and 
decisive action in the war against 
the Chechan militants . Under 
Putin 's guidance, the Russian army 
crossed over into Chechenya on lO'h 
October, with a determination to 
destroy the militants. 

... and Chechnya 
Putin told the foreign 

protes tors that what Russia does in 
Chechenya was an internal affair of 
Russia. Putin 's Un ity Block did well 
in the 1999 elections on the 
Chechnya factor alone. Does it mean 

Exit Yeltsin, Enter Putin 

that the Russians admire a leader 
tough enough to pw1ish non-Russian 
nationalities? Even Zhirinovsky of 
the Nationalist LDPR did well in the 
earlier elections professing Russian 
chauvinism. Add to this Putin 's 
proposal to increase milita r y 
spending by 57% to respond to geo­
political realities, both internal and 
external, second thoughts would be 
jus tified, not only about Putin's 
bonafides but also in the external 
funding agencies. 

In the final analysis, Putin 
remains an enigma because of his 
past, his to ughness and his 
contradictory statements with regard 
to economic reforms. His professed 
economic po licies may bring joy to 
the lethargic Russians who were 
happy w1der the Soviet regime; to the 
armed forces because of promised 
enhanced budget alloca tions; and 
those who have not received their 
wages for months. But Putin's policy 
of introducing state-regulated 
economy will not appeal to the rich 

The coup aga inst Boris Yeltsin illustrates the way they do things in today's Kremlin . They prefer deals now to dungeons 
and bullets , and very skilled they are at them too. Like everybody else in town , apparently, Yeltsin had become too greedy, and 
utterly careless . The Moscow media have taken to publishing damning details of his foreign accounts and credit-card transactions 
for sums way beyond his declared means. Charges of corruption looked certain to compromise him and his chosen successor, 
Vladimir Putin , in the run-up to the presidential election scheduled for June. If Yeltsin were to go immediately, Putin could hope to 
turn this election into a formality. In return , Yeltsin and his family are guaranteed immunity from prosecution, and even investigation, 
with other perks on top . All of the Yeltsins may continue as usua l w ith th ei r handy credit cards . It would be slapstick , except for 
that hint of blackmail. 

No matter where the money came from, it might be argued, no amounts of it is enough to reward Yeltsin . His epic struggle 
for power with Mikhail Gorbachev did much to destroy Communism and the Soviet system. A thorough Communist in outlook and 
experience, Yeltsin after 1991 had to reeducate himself as best he could in the very different ideas and practices of a free 
society. He resorted to force against his own parliament and peoples, notably the Chechens, and in his resignation address he 
apologized for this after a fashion. When it might have been possible to play the Russian nationalist card against Ukraine and the 
Baltic states, he refused that dangerous temptation . Had he stood down at the time of the last presidential election in 1996, he 
might have entered the history books as something of a great man , flaws and all, rather than the sad figure he has become, out 
of touch , vodka bottle in one hand and credit cards in tile other. 

Putin became a KGB co lone l in his twenties, and so by definition is an able man but not very nice. He makes no apology 
fu1 dt::pl oy it.g 111assive force agninst the Ci"techen snd :=wynn" PI<;<""! in nP.eci of a lesson l ie claims to be holding Russia together, 
and this reappearance of the nationalist card delights many of his fellow Russ1ans. Here 1s an old-sty le Party apparatc/Jik ''' 
command of the new tncks of spin -9o<'~n t ing , suclt as visitin9 th<' ~roops for photo op;:'or ~ ·.:n! ~ ies 3rd plr~nt i ng art1cles in ma jo1 
foreign newspape"rs .. · ls the Yeltsin .deal· a -precedent? Will everyone with dubious cred it-ca rd transacti ons be able fo count on. the 
blind eye? The huge majority of Russians would pay a high price for the Introduction of the rul e: of laiN. Putin may wel l be the mari 
for that , but in that case, he will have to rethink and reform the metl tods l1 e has employed so f<:.r. 

COURTESY : National Review, January 24, 2000 . 
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Russians . Yeltsin's sudden 
retirement and the appearance of 
Putin on the scene caught the 
Communists unawares. For a 
populace that abhors the very name 
Communism, a tough talking Put!n 
is preferable. This is reflected in the 
Russian stock market, which rose 
form 108 on lOth December to 177 
when Yeltsin announced his 
resignation and to 195 by 10th 
January, 2000. 

Tough but Good -Maybe 
To a world that had come to 

accept Yeltsin, Putin has yet to prove 
that he can be relied upon . In 
August 1999, Putin met his US 
counterpart, Samuel Berger and 
assured him that "Russia pays 
careful attention to US concerns in 
the areas of arms and nuclear 
technology, export controls and has 
a right to expect adequate reciprocal 
measures. "Sounds like a typical 
Soviet-era statement made in the 
course of discussions held in a 
business-like atmosphere". At the 
Davos meeting that we referred to at 
the beginning of this article, the way 
th e Russian First Deputy Prime 
Minister said , Putin repeatedly 
emphasises ... ", it sounded as if he 
could have been referring to 

Brezhnev or Krushchev. "It is funny 
how easily these reformers can 
return to the hypocritical behaviour 
of the Soviet bureaucracy they say 
they despise." I hope the show of 
such reverence was intentional. May 
be Putin may prove a tough but good 
Russian president. 

Postscript 
In the elections held on March 

26, 2000 Putin was elected President of 
the Russian Federation. Polling 52.52% 
of the total votes polled . His nearest 
rival was Gennady Zyuganov, the 
Communist Party chief with 39.44%. 

The first major achievement of 
President Putin has been the ratification 
of the Sf ART-2 nuclear arms treaty. The 
treaty, under which both the US and 
Russia agree to cut the number of war­
heads from 6,000 to under 3,500 on each 
side, was ratified by the US Senate in 
1996 but was stalled by the Russian 
Duma, for one reason or the other. Just 
before his first visit to the West, the 
Duma ratified the treaty on April 14, 
2000 with 288 votes in favour and 131 
against. 

Taming the Oligarchs 
But, Putin has a lot more on his 

hands. Improving the living standards 
of the p eople and bringing crime - all 
types- under control. In spite of being 

a KGB man earlier, he has promised to 
uphold the rule of law but use " the 
dictatorship of the law " to fight 
corruption . And use state intervention 
for promoting domestic industry. But, 
will Putin, who has promised to cut the 
oligarchs down to size, be able to fulfil 
his promise? The new-rich Russians with 
multi-million dollar empires in Russia 
and similar bank accounts abroad, 
cannot be expected to give it all up. 
Those who say confidently that "the time 
when oligarchs gave instructions over 
the telephone to government ministers 
is over", are betting heavily on Putin. 
But, "it will never happen", said 
Berezovsky, who looms like a giant 
shadow in the Russian world of crime, 
shadow economy, money-laundering 
and related activities. He said that 
Putin's statements against the oligarchs 
were meant to seduce the voters and 
not scare the former. Putin, as the 
President of Russia, can always make 
the first move. But will he also make 
the last one against the oligarchs? 

For the time being, Vladimir 
Putin is the one Russian leader, who is 
still an unknown entity, but on whom 
a lot of Russians have pinned their 
hopes. 

MR. PERUMAL KOSHY is a Research 
Scholar in the Centre for Central 
Eurasian Studies, University of 
Mumbai . 

Widows Dubbed as Witches and Accused of Eating their Husbands - in Bihar 

Superstition and blind belief rule rampant in the rural areas 
of Bihar state. A recent study by Free Legal Aid Committee in Bihar 
reports cases of husbands of the alleged "witches" in the hills 
and forests of south Bihar killed and their wives accused of "eating 
them up with their evil power". In many cases the husband of the 
alleged "witch" is murdered in cold blood to deprive the ill-fated 
and ostracized widow of her home and hearth. 

Tepi Devi, 28, was the second wife of Baran Manjhi, whose 
first wife had failed to deliver any children . His relatives who had 
expected to inherit his land since he had no offspring did not like 
Tepi 's arrival in the Manjh i household . 

Last year in August when diarrhea broke out in the village 
and Baran 's brother Sufal Jied of it TeJ.J i was dccused of having 
killed him by •tsing her evi l power. The vi llagers dragged her by 
he• ha ir and hrutally assaulted her. Later, st e alongwith her husband 
was. locked up with Sufal's body in a room and asked to either 
revive him or eat him up. 

Not well herself, when released four hours later, Tep i was 
half-dead . Still her tormen tors forced her to eat human excreta . 

Unfortunately for Tepi , Sufal 's wife also fell ill. Accusing fi ngers 
were once again raised at Tepi. 

Baran Manjhi and she were forced to sell off their land 
and trinkets to pay for the ill woman's treatment. But Sufal's wife 
also died. Tepi was again subjected to torture and humiliation. 

Some months back, her husband was killed whi le returning 
home from the village market. His head was crushed with stones 
and alcohol poured on his body. The blame again was on Tepi . 
This happened in Chouda village in Bokaro district of Bihar state . 

Dania Devi of village Navadih under Chanhu block in Ranchi 
district (in Bihar state) is also an alleged "witch" whose husband 
was ki lled nearly twn yAa rs hark n 'lni'l'" rP. I::.ti"es branded ~ '=' ' ~ 

·witch and held her responsible for every ailment that afflicted th e 
vi llage. "I was blamed for every sickness and death in the village: .·· 
said Dania who lives in terror after her husband was lynched to 
death in a forest by un identi fied men . 

(Based on a report by Mr.Navi n Upadhyay Courtesy RATIONALIST 
INTERNATIONAL Bulletin #27, 20 December 1999. Editor. Sanal Edamaruku 
Address: P.O.Box 9110, New Delhi -110091 , India .) 
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GANDHI'S VISION AND 
VA LUES; by Vivek Pinto; Sage 
Publications, New Delhi; 1998; 
pp.176; Rs.295. 

Reviewed by 
Prof. G. N. Sarma 

Hind Swaraj, the brief seminal 
work of Gandhi, was written in just 
ten days- November 13-22, 1909-
during his return voyage from 
London to South Africa. It would no t 
be far from the truth to describe it as 
the core of Gandhi's thought and 
philosophy. It has held its unique 
place over nearly a century, has been 
commented upon widely and will 
continue to serve a s th e l1l lH,11 

to u chs to ne for th e appraisal of 
civ ilisa tion and progress. ft s 
relevance is bound to grow w ith the 
advance of modern industry and 
techno logy a nd the ex te nsio n of 
urban culture. 

Th e sub-tit le to the vo lume 
indica tes that G[lndhi's vision and 
va lLH-'S represent tl w 'mora l qtH~S t f01 
ch[ln):';e in Indian ngriculture' . This 
ll1 <1 ) , c1 n tl\e fncc o f i , il J~ p l'<>r 1'-' ' 

res tr icti on of the scope o f enquiry 
but it is not: th e apparentlimita ti nn 
po ints to the undisputed fn ct t·ha t 
ag riculture is the ve ry b<1sis of th e 

BOOK REVIEWS 
Indian economy, that it is more than 
a m eans of living but a way of life, 
no t just the tilling of soil but the 
cultivation of mora l and spiritual 
values, the virtues of simplicity, 
contentment and dedication to the 
common weal. Gandhi emphasises 
thes e virtues as the exclusive 
characteristics of village life, small 
scale economy and cottage industries 
ancilliary to agriculture. It is an 
economy for man, not for money or 
acquisition and accumulation, the 
very foundation of spiritual living. 
and swaraj or self-government. The 
final aim is the autonomy o f the 
individual or 'enlightened anarchy' 
in Gandhi's own words. 

What is important is that the 
author not only accepts Gandhi's 
exalted view of agriculture but shows 
how Gandhi's experiments in 
remodelling community life on the 
basis of agriculture and bread labour 
could be a model for free India. The 
experiments a t Phoenix, Sabarmati 
and Sevagra m, aimed a t rea lisa tion 
of the ideals of Swadeshi, aparigraha, 
bread labour, trusteeship, no n­
exploitation and equality. 

The author emphasises that 
th e fi g ht for Indi n's fr eedo m , 
according to Gandh i, was lacking in 
the m oral and sp iritua l dimension. 
The result was a cha nge of mas te rs 
bu t no Swaraj th a t Gandhi 
envisaged; it was no more than a 
replacement of the British rulers by 
Indian rulers- Indians in na me but 
no t in spirit. Cnndhi's criticis m o f 
western c ivili sat ion is dir ec te d 
~ow;1rds th e res to rn ti o n o f th f' 
forgo tten or neg lected s p iritunl and 
rc li!; tOl! S fo uld <lli n n:-. _c• f ln diil tl 
cultur e. Tt w·as ·agai nst thi s 
bnckgrnund that Cn ndhi emphns isPrl 
the following constituent e lements of 
hi s prog rnmme fo r ngricultura l 
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development: (1) the prin1acy of truth 
and god in the life of the. individual 
and society; (2) the total acceptance 
o f n o n-vio lence as a m ea ns to 
achieving honest ends; (3) adhering 
to the path of duty to and concern 
for one's fellow citizens as a basis 
for moral conduct, and (4) sha ring 
one's material and spiritual va lues 
with all the others. 

It would be incorrect to look 
upon Gandhi as a traditionalist in 
the pejorative sense of the term. He 
is a critical traditionalist as Nandy 
describes him. "Gandhi reformulated 
the modern world in traditional 
terms to make it more meaningful to 
his traditional society, thus updating 
Indian culture a nd m a king it a 
holistic alternative to modernity." 

Gandhi's emphasis o n 
agriculture and on the ethical values 
of a rural economy is the practical 
aspect o f his critical traditionalism . 

The author is o f the view that 
" the present system has fail ed to 
resolve the condition of poverty 
because it has ignored agriculture 
and its development. This is based 
on a critical review of the progress 
of agriculture in fr ee India. It is no t 
e no ugh, says the author, to a im 
merely a t th e augmentation of 
agricultural produce, though this too 
is important; " these goa ls necessarily 
need a moral and ethical quo tient". 
G a ndhi's criterion is e thica l -
economic, primmily ethica l. The rea l 
ques ti on for po licy makers is, who 
are the benef iciar ies of econo mic 
P' l <• wl h ? TlH·rc' cnn b e no 
rlisrtg rPt:> ment on this question - it is 
.tll .l' p oo res t whu o ught tq b~ tit ~ 

t·a rgt:> t" 0f growth.· Th e cond ition of 
thi s de prived sec tion has r ma ined 
unchanged in spite of the C reen 
Rev o luti o n . Th e b e ne fit s of 
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development have eluded them and 
have only made the rich richer and 
promoted the greed for money and 
accumulation. This is the bane of the 
commercialisation of agriculture and 
the displacement of the principle of 
Food for the Hungry by the principle 
of cultivation for the market. We may 
recall Gandhi's poignant words: "To 
a people famishing and idle, the 
only acceptable form in which God 
dare appear is work and the promise 
of food as wages" and ask whether 
God has yet appeared in this form, 
whether food and work have 
reached the hungry and the 
unemployed. 

What ought to be the 
proportion of investment on 
agriculture and ancillary industries 
and heavy industry still remains 
unsettled; the bias has been towards 
the latter rather than the former in 
our anxiety to catch up with the 
advanced nations of the West, 
economically as well as militarily. 
Gandhi was not dogmatic on this 
question - his concept of Swaraj 
combined self-reliance and self­
sufficiency with an openness to the 
winds from beyond our shores. His 
emphasis was on the complementary 
character of agriculture and 
industry. In a country with a large 
population of poor and unemployed, 
agriculture and ancillary industries 
ought to be the primary concern of 
policy-makers and administrators, 
development of heavy industry and 
industrialisation in general ought 
not to impoverish the countryside 
and reduce peasants to wage slavery 
and drive them from their rural 
homes and cottages into 
metropolitan slums. 

lt must be ad mitted that rural 
ccn nom r nd mnral vrt luPs 
inseparab le from vi ll age li fe 
dC ording to Gandhi caJJno t, in the 
present day conditions, he isolated 
from th e influen e o f industri a l 
development and city life: lat terly the 
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comparatively secluded village has 
been drawn into the world economy 
through the irresistible forces of 
globalisation. But it would be 
ruinous to life as a whole if these are 
allowed to dwarf and deaden the 
traditional economy and way of life, 
the age old skills, the large degree 
of self-sufficiency and the genuine 
spirit of joint living characteristic of 
unsophisticated rural life. One may 
doubt, as the author says, whether 
all that Gandhi said and practiced 
is practicable today, especially in the 
context of the prevailing large scale 
illiteracy, but he makes a fervent 
plea for a proper understanding and 
follow-up of Gandhi's experiments 
in Sabarmati, Sevagram, etc. He 
highlights the achievements of 
SEWA at Ahmedabad, Anna 
Hazare's reconstruction of rural life 
and economy along Gandhi's lines 
in Ralegaon and the self-imposed 
land use plan in the village of Seed 
in Rajasthan. The success of these 
efforts can serve as an inspiration 
for genuine followers of Gandhi's 
philosophy of life. As the author 
points out, these experiments derive 
their inspiration from Gandhi's 
teachings but are original in the 
sense that they are creative 
adaptations of the Gandhian model, 
relying more on the participants self­
reliance and self-help than on 
initiative and help from above or 
outside. This shows, further, that 
Gandhi 's teaching ought not to be 
looked upon as an inflexible steel 
frame but as capable of further 
experiment, interpretation and 
discriminate acceptance. 

Pinto offers, in his Gandhi's 
Vision and Values, a sensitive 
understanding and appreciation of 
th e e ntire ran ge of Gandhi's 
philosophy. Gandhian studies have 
so far been compartmentalised as 
poLiti c;J I, eco nom) c, e thi ca l ('ncl 
religi ous , but Pinto ·achi·eves a 
synthetic and comple te view, no t 
losing sight a ll th e while of 
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agriculture as the core of Indian life 
and the foundation of Indian 
cultural values. As he rightly claims, 
the present work in its emphasis on 
agriculture fills a serious gap in 
Gandhian studies. His approach is 
original and imaginative and reveals 
deep appreciation of, and one may 
say commitment to, Gandhi's view 
of life. It is at once I ucid, 
perspicacious, well reasoned and 
altogether free from special pleading. 

PROFESSOR G. N. SARMA retired as 
Head of the Department of Political 
Science, Marathwada University, 
Aurangabad. 

TOWARDS A NON-BRAHMIN 
MILLENNIUM - FROM IYOTEE 
THASS TO PERIYAR by V. Geetha 
and S. V. Rajadurai; Samya, 
Calcutta; 1998; distributed by 
Bhatkal Books International, 
Mumbai; pp.556; Rs.300. 

Reviewed by 
Dr. R. Srinivasan 

At the Marathi Sahitya 
Sammelan held recently in Shivaji 
Park, Mumbai, there were a number 
of pavement bookshops which 
displayed pamphlets conta inin g 
accounts of Naicker (Periyar) a lso 
re fe rre d to as EVl~ with hi:, 
v n r.1ble look_ing portrait adorn ing 
the front page. Also, we know that 
in U .P. , an ea rli e r gover nm e nt 
wa nted to hav e s tatues o f EVR 



installed in public places. Periyar has 
become an all India figure and has 
joined the pantheon of the near 
' mythic' figures such as Phule and 
Ambedkar. 

In a sense this public 
acknowledgement completes a phase 
of Indian politics that ought to be 
commemorated as one of the 
achievements of Indian public life 
that began with the broadsides of 
Phule and the regulations of Shahu 
Chhatrapati. Using open fora, 
demonstrating, petitioning, 
o rga nising and pressurising the 
governments both here and in 
London, the 'underprivileged' 
wrenched concessions from a 
government despite tremendous 
odds. With independence, the 
politics of democracy, the vote and 
the existing party structures have 
been taken advantage of for a place 
in the political sun. Where no parties 
existed, they have floated their own 
political parties. 

The displaced upper echelons 
naturally have not welcomed these 
developments. And to get a proper 
perspective, one must turn abroad. 
When the working classes in Europe 
go t themselves enfranchised and 
began to crowd th e till then 
privileged arenas of public life, 
intellec tuals of the calibre of Acton, 
Lecky and Erskine May, dyed in the 
wool Liberals, were to fear fo r the 
civ ilized va lu es of governance and 
civil societies. They were frightened 
of the new forces tha t were being let 
loose and argued that the passion 
for equality would la y waste the 
hope for freedom. lt was true that the 
course of subsequent history was not 
the sa me placid tranquil waters that 
th ey were er~ rli e r , but tlw turmoil 
was not because of the making tlf the 
new cun: titU L' nts of po litics. Por ns, 
it is too ·ea rly ·to prophecy the course 
of things to co me. For th e newly 
enfranchised it is a partial fulfilment 
of the hopes of the fathers of the non-

Brahmin movement. 

The book under review is a 
record of one of the regio ns -
Tamilnadu - where the non­
Brahmin movement has had a 
continuous history, beginning from 
the 1890s. It will remain for long an 
important work of reference and has 
utilised for the first time newspaper 
sources and the a mple pamphle t 
literature in th e narrative and 
analysis. We al mos t hear th e 
contemporary voices, disputations in 
the extracts and ca n sample the 
frustration and anger of the then 
actors. Also, it has put in perspective 
the contribution of I yo thee Thass the 
great dalit leader whose pioneering 
work (to the shame of his followers) 
remained eclipsed for decades. The 
perspective is entirely that of the 
participants of the struggle, of their 
aspirations, of their grievances and 
their attempts- the 'Others' would 
ge t the fee lin g o f being if no t 
demonized at least of being painted 
in dark colours. Unfortunately, it is 
much too crammed with details and 
would put off the uninitiated by its 
sheer length and the twists and turns 
of narration. A shor tened vers ion 
may find a wider audience especially 
for those outside the region . Similar 
studies of o th er regions should 
follow. 

In th e Ta mil distri c ts, th e 
movement was, s imultaneously, a 
quest for a distinctive cultur al 
identity, different from the Aryan 
traditi on and an attempt at th e 
es tablishment of a n alternate 
historica l memory, tradition and an 
ideology. Stu d en ts know well the 
contributio n of th e Ve ll a la 
intellec tuals who contributed to this. 
T he aut hors stref:s th at lyP th ee 
Thass led the daltts to play a dis tinct 
pa rt in th e d cve iPpme n l t >f t l,i :-

. consdousness . The first qLfarter o f 
th e boo k cove rs this. 

The second part chronicles the 
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record of the Justice Party and its 
spearheading the battle for a place 
for the non-Brahrnins in the 
administration and the polity . 
Detailed accounts of the debate of 
issues led by the opponents and 
proponents of the party, mainly from 
the pages of New India (of Ms. Annie 
Besant) give these pages a glimpse 
into a rarely revealed aspect of 
history, where contestations took 
place all the time on almost every 
issue of policy. Dr. Nair, one of the 
most gifted leaders of the Party gave 
a thrust to the activities of the' Party 
and its ideology and his contribution 
is well assessed . Equally significant 
was the role of Kandaswamy Chetty 
who is restored to his rightful stature 
as one of the conscience-keepers of 
the Party. That the Party was riven 
by factionalism and distrust only 
demonstrates that it was subject to 
the same ills that affected others. One 
of its significant contributions was 
to make certa in Swarajist Brahmin 
leaders accept the inevitability of the 
policy of reservations. 

The richest parts of the book 
a r e the ch ap te rs assessi ng th e 
contribution of Periyar to the politics 
of Tamilnadu. Putting the Congress 
on the d efensive, questioning the 
legitimacy of both the Congress and 
the Mahatma as representing the 
subalterns, prodding the Justice 
Party to e ffec ti ve action and ra ising 
issues that were embarrassing for the 
elite were some of his contributions. 
He mobilised the n1asses on a scale 
never done earlier. Two chapters 
explore in d etail his revolutionary 
role in questioning the dominant 
religion and its ins titutions and in 
educnting the masses to criti cally 
view its verities, absurd ities and 
myths. The o th er cquil II v important 
co n tributi o n was hi s ro le in 
awil kt:> ntn g W" i1l '2.Jl, c h <:~ mpiun i 11 g 
their muse ilnd in encouraging them 
tn participutP in larger ques tions. In 
one gener, tion, he woke up women 
su nk in dogmntic slumber for nearly 
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a millennium. His attempt at 
basically restructuring the dominant 
social o rder by attacking the 
institution of caste and his finding 
some significance in a socialistic 
utopia are dwelt upon in detailed 
chapters. His championing of 
socialist ega litarianism (inspired by 
the USSR) and attempts to get these 
indigenised through the prism of 
cas te made them different from the 
Congress Socialist Party. Inevitably, 
strains developed and a chapter 
narrates and analyses these fully. 
His ideology of Self-Respect was to 
encompass all that was antithetical 
to the exisiting social order and 
offered a utopia for the dispossessed. 
It was by and large non-political and 
a native variant of the Constructive 
Programme of the Mahatma. 
However, the dissensions within the 
movement and the breaking of the 
Young Turks meant that the original 
organisation as founded by him was 
to meet issues unanticipated by him. 
Periyar and his contribution have 
remained larger than him and his 
immediate institutions. No similar 
figure of eq ual eminence ha s 
e m e rge d summing up th e n o n­
Brahmin asp irations . 

There are limits to what any 
instituti onalised party could do, 
particularly when it is centralised. 
Periyar's Self-Respect movement had 
the strength derived from spontaneity 
where innov<1 tions a t the loca l level 
free fro m centra I direc tions were 
co mmon. This was o n e of th e 
s trengths o f the movement - for it 
genera ted enthusiasm and kept these 
from ebbing away. When Periyar 
tried to dominate the movement, 
many broke off and th e la ter 
breakvvay of the DMK was incipient 
in th e 11lC1vc ment itse lf. 

1\: rivwr hod hi s <J I">·n 
re~eL Vcl· Lam~ whether eVellllah.onal 

freedom wou ld usher ;;1 comp le te 
suc inl jusl i e fnr l11 e ct~mmon miln . 
li e IV<!~ d eeply <~wa re of the infinite 

possibilities of emerging areas where 
inequality would perpetuate itself 
and use the trappings of freedom for 
different ends. He was n o t as 
enthused by the prospects of 
national freedom as o thers were. The 
Indian who witnesses th e 
continuing plunder of the land by 
the establishment and th e 
entrenched political elements cannot 
but regretfully conclude that Periyar 
had perhaps a poin t and his deepest 
apprehensions have been reinforced. 

DR. R. SRINIVASAN is retired Professor 
of Political Science, and associate editor 
of Freedom First. 

W O RSHIPPING FALSE GODS: 
AMBEDKAR AND THE FACTS 
WHICH HAVE BEEN ERASED by 
Arun Shourie; ASA Publications; 
1997; pp.663; Rs.450. 

UN SHOURIE 

Reviewed by 
Mr. J. B. D'Souza 

In the eyes of most Indians, 
particularly the Scheduled Castes, 
Ambedka r shines as a great patriot, 
a daunlless freedom fighter a nd the 
Fa the r of the Cnnstitutinn. Sll\lurie '. 
0-(Hl n dd F'~t; t' ~ ry , \v !+-l1 ('~ '~1" " 

rep titi•:c t~dium an some success, 
lu. unJu Lhdl im..1ge .. Tiu te.,md .tg«ill, 
to the gre<~ l Siltisfa ction of the British 
gove rnn1 e nl , Sho ut it: w rill.: t>, 
Arnbcdknr proc lnimed th at 
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independence would be a disaster . 
It would leave the Untouchables to 
the mercies of the Hindus, and 
Untouchables were not Hindus. His 
declarations provided grist to the 
British mill, and they made full use 
of Ambedkar and his declarations 
in their divide-and-rule p o licy. 
Curiously, it was the British 
themselves who had given the 
Hindus the status of a huge majority. 
They did so when their census 
grouped Scheduled Castes, 
Scheduled Tribes and OBCs, all 
under the label Hindu. It was true, 
Ambedkar argued, that the Hindus 
and the Untouchables worshipped 
the same deities, but that only made 
them followers of the same cult, not 
members of the same community. 
Belgians, Dutch , Norwegians, 
Swedes, Ge rmans, French and 
Italians are all Christians, but who 
can call them all a single 
community? 

Ambedkar eagerly supported 
the government's Communal Award, 
which sought to create 'separate' 
electora tes for the Depressed Classes 
- quite a different concept, a 
mischievous one, from the simple 
reservation of seats for them. At one 
stage there was even an attempt to 
allow two votes to each member of 
these classes - one in a separate 
electoral college and the other in a 
generalloca 1 constituency. Tt need ed 
<1 b s t by Condhij i to fo il th ese 
endeavours. Eventually, as we know, 
simple reservations for the Scheduled 
Castes were approved, and persist 
to this day . Both in the legislatures 
and in the civil services. With typical 
upper-cas te disdain, Shourie tells us 
what he thinks of them : " ... even 
when some members of the group do 
nse , when because of the 
reset Vdl LUII ~ L11al AmbeJkar wa::, ~l' 

~ond n f h1r 1!1StilnC'e, th•..')' - !' reilCh 
positions of authority, their conduct · 
sq ua nd e rs the opportunity . ... " 

Maym-vali and Kan shi Ram 
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are the natural offspring of 
Ambedkar's assertions. The conduct 
of officers in UP and Bihar who have 
come in through reservations is the 
natural consequence. The nemesis 
cannot but capsize society, and the 
group along with it." Bias? Possibly. 

When Ambedkar insisted that 
his fellow-Untouchables were not 
part of the Hindu community that 
was not just a debating point. It is 
an argument we now hear from 
other castes as well, people who have 
lived on the fringe of the major 
communities. Listen to Kancha Ilaiah, 
of the shepherd community, writing 
in 1996 about Dalitbahujans (a term 
he uses for SCs and OBCs): 
"Suddenly since about 1990 the 
word 'Hindutva' has begun to echo 
in our ears day in and day out, as if 
everyone in India who is not a 
Muslim, a Christian or a Sikh is a 
Hindu. I am being told that I am a 
Hindu. I am also told that my 
parents, relatives and the caste in 
which we were born and brought up 
are Hindu. This totally baffles me. 
... I, indeed not only I, but all of us, 
the Dalitbahujans of India have 
never heard the word - not as a 
word, nor as a name of a culture, nor 
as a name of a religion, in our 
childhood days. We heard about 
'Turukoollu' (Muslims), we heard 
about 'Kiristianapoollu' (Christians), 
we heard about 'Bapanoollu' 
(Brahmins) a nd 'Ka matoo llu' 
(Banias) spoken of as people who 
were different from us. Among these 
four categories, the most different 
were the Bapanoollu and the 
Kamatoollu. There are at least some 
aspects of life common to us and the 
Turukoollu and th e 
Kiristianapoollu. We all eat meat, we 
all touch each other. The only people 
with whom wt> ha d no re latio ns 
whatever were the Ha panoo llu and 
the Kam<:1 tooll u . But today we nre 
suddenly being told ni.at ~e have a 

0 

common reli giou s and cultura l 
relationship with them. This is not 
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merely surprising, it is shocking. In 
fact the very sight of this saffron-tilak 
culture is a harassment to us." 

On several occasions 
Ambedkar's anxiety over the future 
of the minorities in an independent 
Hindu-dominated India led him to 
suggest that, on leaving, the British 
should by treaty bind the successor 
government to allow British 
intervention if minority rights were 
violated. Of course, no one took that 
seriously. But in the event, 
independence, which Ambedkar 
feared, brought the Untouchables 
little relief, notwithstanding the 
Constitution for which he is given 
credit. The persistence of 
discrimination- part of the disaster 
he had foretold - ultimately 
prompted Ambedkar to lead a large 
following to embrace Buddhism. 

But that was much later. One 
of Dr.Ambedkar's less creditable 
endeavours was his persistent 
canvassing with the British rulers for 
a place for himself in the official 
hierarchy, preferably the Viceroy's 
Executive Council. He succeeded 
eventually, and used it to promote 
British interests. The archives, which 
Shourie has carefully researched, 
reveal the kind of esteem in which 
he was held by his masters, who 
counted on him to dilute the 
nationalist movement. 

Arun Shourie's second attack 
undermines Ambedkar's reputation 
as the author of the Constitution. 
That reputation has really rested on 
his chairmanship of the Constituent 
Assembly's Drafting Committee. 
"That the myth has come into being 
and is now taken as a fact is a tribute 
first o f all to the power of illiteracy 
in Ind ia . You have just to put out a 
slogan, there is a s tampede behind 
it and i l u m-u:::'to be regarded as l llle 

of those 'truths that· we ho·Jd self­
evid ent' . No one looks up anythin g. 
Mos t have no t heard anythin g 
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beyond the assertion that Ambedkar 
wrote the Constitution, a 'fact' that 
by now has sunk into their visual 
cortex because at every turn they see 
statues of Ambedkar holding the 
Constitution . The more 
knowledgeable have heard a bit 
more. 'But was he not the Chairman 
of the Drafting Committee?' they ask. 
But they never ask, they have never 
bothered to look up what this so­
called Drafting Committee was set 
up to do." Systematically quoting 
chapter and verse, Shourie shows 
how many people really, and far 
more tangibly, contributed to the 
making 'of the Constitution. If 
authorship is to be ascribed to any 
single person, which again would 
be less than proper, it would be to 
B. N.Rau, an outstanding civil 
servant who served the Constituent 
Assembly as its Constitutional 
Adviser and did the major study and 
spade work which guided the 
Assembly's various committees. 
Ambedkar had, in fact, opposed the 
very idea of setting up a Constituent 
Assembly. An enormous amount of 
careful study has gone into Shourie's 
assessment - and denigration - of 
Dr.Ambedkar. One wishes he hadn't 
tried so hard . The effect on the reader 
is an impression of repetitiousness. 
The book suffers too from spelling 
errors, too insignificant to list, but 
distracting nevertheless. 

Writing on 'Ambed ka r, the 
Great Leader' in Sadhana last year, 
Dr. Y. D. Phadke took Shourie to task 
for inaccuracies: The Maharashtra 
government's publication of 
Ambedkar's works number 9996 
pages, says Shourie; they are actually 
9756 . At the 1952 Lok Sabha 
e lections, Shourie re ports, 
Dr.Ambedkar's Federation won not 
a single sea t. In fac t, says Ph ad ke, 
the Fede ration won one sea t. And 
aga in, I3 . . N . r~i:lu·s dri:lfl of th e .. 
Constitution contained 243 sections, 
accordin g to Sho uri e th ere were 
really only 240. 



It is surprising, adds Phadke, 
that a Ph.D. of America's Syracuse 
University cannot count. He lists 
m o re e rro rs still, all o f them o f 
co mparable weight, n one of them 
worth noticing. He does make a more 
valid criticism: Shourie ig no res 
Ambedkar's valuable efforts to 
promote a Hindu Code. And he 
couldn't have rea d Ambedkar's 
Marathi writings and speeches, so 
that his quotes are to that ex tent 
selective. But surely those utterances 
could not have been so far out of line 
with his outpourings in English; 
Ambedkar has not been accused of 
major exercises in doublespeak, even 
by Shourie. Phadke goes on to set 
out some o f Dr. Ambedkar's m ore 
attractive qualities, s uch as his 
aversion to his own deifica tion, but 
n o ne of them are relevant to 
Shourie's tirade and theses in his 
book. 

The book's las t two chap ters 
are a d enunciation o f the physical 
and other attacks on him in 1996 by 
the Republican Party of India, which 
was incensed by Shourie's ea rlier 
writings aga inst Ambedkar. His face 
was blackened with ta r . His anger 
is unders tandable, but how d oes he 
countena nce the attacks by groups 
affiliated with his party - o n 
Christians in Gujarat, Karnataka and 
Orissa, on Muslims in Mumbai in 
1993, and on the m,1kin~ of Deepa 
Mehta 's fil ms in 1999-2000? 

Should we repea t to him his 
book's clos in g lin e: "U nl ess thi s 
ideology is rolled back the problems 
that plague us will intensify no end 
- a nd paint th rowing will be th e 
lci.ls t o f them."? 

lif te r hi s casligi.lli n n n f 
Ambedk<ir as a compuls ive Hritish 
• " 11 ,1bnntnr l''-'rhc1p s it l'.'<'ttld be 
useful fnr "Shou rie tn !wa r whilt that 
Pminent hi s tPrii.ln Sum it Sarkur h<t: 
to say : " ... bo th in the di rect s truggl t.: 
fo r freedom and the o th e r k in ds o f 

anti-British activity, the RSS and the 
Hindu Mahasabha a re conspicuous 
by their absence. 

"Their right-wing Hindu 
movements share with the Muslim 
League a particular honour - they 
were the only groups that were never 
repressed by the British" . In fairness, 
I must admit that Shourie may have 
bee n unaware of his associates' 
share in such particular honours 
when he wrote. A little learning is 
undoubtedly a dangerous thing. 

MR. J. B. D'SOUZA is a retired civil 
servant. Among the positions held was 
that of Chief Secretary, Government of 
Maharashtra. 

"FIDELITY AND HONOUR": THE 
INDIAN ARMY FROM THE SEV­
ENTEENTH TO THE 
TWENTIETH CENTURY by Lieu­
tenant General (Retd .) S. L. 
Menezes, PVSM, SC; Oxford Uni­
versity Press, New Delhi; pp.655; 
Rs.350. 

Reviewed by 
Maj.Gen.(Retd.) E. D'Souza 

Th a nks to Karg il , the re is 
todu y, a perceptible gro und swell ll f 
interes t in the Indian Army. In fa ct, 
tl1 1' front cover n f thi " wflrl hwhilt• 

['llh li ci.llio n cl l• pic ts tlw c<1ptnrco nf 
l" igt.:r IIJIIm-tht.: l<.,1rgil Scd u1 b ) t!k· 
lRth Bo:~tt a fi o n the Gren a di e r 
Reg iment. The auth or o f this book 
no t on ly be longed to this Regiment 
but h e was the Cu lo ne l of th e 
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Regiment for the full tenure of 10 
years. 

Mos t civilians invariably pose 
the qu es tion as to what made the 
Indian Army click during the Kargil 
Operation Vl]A Y, what motivated 
the infanteer to do what he did 
against such insurmountable odds 
against a well entrenched and well 
armed e n e m y occup y in g the 
d o mina ting he ights, the formidable 
mountainous terrain devoid of cover, 
the extreme cold weather and the 
altitudes ranging fr om 16,000 to 
19000 feet. 

This thoro ughly researched 
and d ocumented w ork provides the 
clues. It is perhaps the first scholarly 
work written about a volw1teer Army 
by a senior officer who served in its 
ranks · for 38 years, fr o m 1942 
onwards. 

In thi s re vised so ft cover 
version are included such burning 
to pics as the nuclear tests at 
Pokhran, its fall out at the national 
and inte rnati o nal leve l and th e 
signing of the C T B T, and the much 
touted proposal to se t up a National 
Sec urity Council, a subject with 
which the author is nu fait having 
served as the Vice Chief of the Army 
Staff before re tirement. 

Th e re is Hl goi n so:~y ing the 
fact tha t within its 655 pages it 
conta ins no t only military views but 
socio-politica l aspects as well which 
influ enced the growth of the Indian 
A rmy . There a re man y price less 
qu otes including o ne by a famous 
military correspo ndent writing on 
t l e ill - fa te d ca mp a ign i1 
Mesopo ta mia dur"ing World Wa r 1 
w he re I c d esc r ib es th e Britis h 
rvl ilitarv Leadership of the Indian 
~\ rmy 1<.. T ifll\" ]t·.l I.'Y d< lllk ey~"'. 

Thi s is n n e w ork w hi c h 
ca n nut be read in one sitting. It needs 
time to d iges t this fascinating story, 
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of how from modest beginnings of 
a force of Native Sepoys raised to 
guard commercial interests of the 
East India Company, it has grown 
into a full fledged professional Army 
that it is today. This Sepoy Army 
which had no Indian Commissioned 
Officers until1921 has taken part in 
two World Wars contributing over 
1 million men in the Great War, and 
over 2 million in World War II. 
Thereafter, post independence it has 
been on the qui vive without respite 
in four ho t wars, the on going cold 
war in J & K and the N orth East 
which has developed into a Low 
Intensity Conflic t, on UN peace 
keeping duties from the very first 
essay of the UN in Korea, in the 1962 
disaster against the Chinese and the 
ill-conceived invo lvement in Sri 
Lanka. 

The author, decorated with 
the Shaurya Chakra, the Chief of the 
Army Staff's Commendation Card 
and the Param Visisht Seva Medal 
for distinguished service in the 1971 
war against Pakistan is known for 
hi s phenom e nal pho tographic 
memory and eye for detail. These 
attributes are readily manifest in this 
book. He has, in addition, experience 
in command, staff and instructional 
appointments in prestigious Schools 
of Instruction, Army HQ. and in the 
field b o th in the West and the 
problematic Easte rn Sector w hen in 
command of 4 Corps. 

Though there are no maps 
which perhaps may have helped the 
reader to be tter understand the text, 
the author has included a number 
of v intage and current histori ca l 
photographs: th e execution of 21 
mutineers by the British in 1915 a 
q u es ti o nnb le d ec is io n , Indi a n 
l' n soners ot War with the Japa nese 
i 11 1942, ho isting the tri (( ol Olll a l [ ldji 

Pir in 196S,·Sheikh Mujibud{ehman · 
nddress ing troops in Dhaka , ln diiln 
troops o n peace kee ping mJ ssw ns 
and one of Siachen. 
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The Indianiza tion of th e 
Officer Cadre has been covered in 
depth a nd features the efforts of 
Curzon and Kitchener, to the very 
active a nd p osi tive role o f Fie ld 
Marshal Claude Auchinleck. The 
raison d 'et re of setting up the Indian 
Military Academy in 1930 is covered 
in detail. General Menezes brings out 
the important fact that until the end 
o f the Great War of 1914-18, there 
were no Ind ian Commissioned 
Officers except a handful belonging 
to the Indian Medical Services. This 
is in complete contrast to the large 
number o f Commissioned Indian 
Officers who participated in World 
War II both in the East and the West. 
The highest ranking Indian Officers 
a t the end of World War II were 
Brigadiers - Cariappa, Thimmaya, 
Thorat, Shrinagesh and others of the 
Punjab Bound ary Force . The 
transitio n into the Indian Army of 
today would not have been possible 
but for th ese officers. 

The author acknowledges that 
the secular and apolitical Indian 
Army we have inherited owes much 
to the British who, in their mvn need 
based way introduced mixed class 
regiments but at sub unit level. The 
author does well to draw th e 
reader's attention to what some of 
our leading politicians, at the time 
of independence felt that the policy 
o f "the hnlance and counter po ise" 
the British sou ght to achieve would 
be counter p roductive. This argument 
is countered by the a uthor who very 
rightly asse rts tha t it was for this 
precise reason tha t enabled the pre 
partition Indian Army, through the 
Punjab Boundary Force, to prevent 
a grea te r carnage o f huma n lives 
during the tr ans-m igration o f 
Hindus, Sikh s nnd Muslims. 

It Vch ftolt ll t'l Viu ·lllj , f<it" Jd 

Marshal Lord Wa.vell who :remarked 
th a t he wns o f the firm bt>lief that the 
s tability w ithin th e ra nks o f th e 
Indian Army would be the deciding 
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factor in the future of India . In this 
context the author quo tes Pandit 
N ehru agreeing with Lord Louis 
Moun tba tten the last British 
Governor General of India that the 
final guarantor of la w and order, 
based on its morale and discipline, 
was the Indian Army. And the final 
stamp of approval as it were was 
what General Sir Francis Tuker, then 
Eastern Army Commander, remarked 
" that the Indian Army was an oasis 
in a desert of chaos". Proph etic 
words indeed. The institution of the 
Indian Army, till today, continues to 
be called out at the drop of the hat 
to bail out the civil administration 
when catastrophes loom large on the 
horizon; the Bombay rio ts, the Latur 
earthquake and n ow Orissa are 
outstanding examples o f this 
contention. 

The 1962 fiasco and the ill 
fated Sri Lankan intervention are 
covered in depth and thou gh the 
Indian Army suffered a humiliating 
defea t at the hands of the Chinese 
and suffered over 1200 casualties in 
the Sri Lankan misadventure, the 
author is right in s tatin g that the 
Army continues to retain its balance. 
The Indian Army paradigm for a ll 
times, the 1962 humilia ting defeat 
n otwi thsta nding, sp e lls o ut its 
resilience and ability to bounce back. 

Yet another point that emerges 
is that some detractors opine tha t 
democracy and a large s tanding 
Army are inconsistent . Th e author 
proves otherwise, as over the last 52 
years it has continued to remain 
apolitical, secular and subj ect to 
civilian authority. Therefore these 
tw o a ttributes must continu e to 
remain unto u ched. Th e Bhagwat 
a ffa ir is a pointer. 

The p,1, l pilrlili• .. 1 ~ r" .hou ld 
be of sp ecia l inte res t to" th e reader . . 
General Menezes emphasizes the all 
important point that " und erstand ing 
of th e present is th e in evita bl e 



consequen ce o f igno ra nce o f th e 
pas t. Bu t a man may wear himself 
out just as fruitl ess ly seeking to 
unders tand the pas t if he is to ta lly 
ignorant of the present". Therein lies 
the va lue of this book. The author 
ju s tifies the w riting o f this 'epic' 
w h e n h e says " Histo ry is a 
ca ta logue of mistakes. It is our duty 
to profi t by them". 

Thi s abso rbin g sof t cove r 
editio n has been u p d a ted w ith a 
postscript to explain the ra ison d'etre 
of the Pokhran If nuclea r tests and 
the consequences of taking any hasty 
d ecision on signing the CTBT. In 
addition conm1ents are offered on the 
se tting-up of a N a tio na l Security 
C o uncil a nd es ta blis hin g . th e 
Defence Chiefs of Staff sys tem . 

This read able a nd absorbing 
s tory o f the Indian Army spells out 
the efforts of a distinguished soldier 
to analyze, in its entirety, the va rious 
factors that went into its evolution 
to enable it to carry out its roles and 
respo n s ibiliti es in fa r flun g 
ba ttl e fi e lds, w ithin th e na tio n a l 
bound aries, on missions o f mercy, 
o n inte rn a ti on a l peacekee pi n g 
missions on behalf o f the UN, a nd 
when the civil authority and law 
e nfo rcing age ncies express 
h elplessn ess to contro l a given 
situation . 

This then is w ha t Fidelity & 
Honour is a ll ab out . The a uth or, 
Lieutena nt Genera l S. L. Me nezes 
n eeds to b e co n g ra tul a te d o n 
undertaking to write this book. This 
work proves beyond d oubt w h a t 
F ie ld Ma rs ha l Sa m Maneks haw 
po in te d o ut af te r th e v ic tory in 
libera ti ng Ba ngla d esh: "Glor ies in 
thP fi eld .1 re rJchiPv..-d h v t lw lnd i.1 11 
A r m v lwr<Juse it is <1 f<1 m i l v n f nw n 

• J 

.1111 bued W ith p<~ trio ti sm cln d SCIJI CSS 

ch,Vo tion to d uty " 

1\ IAJ O R GENE RAL (RI:TD .J F. 
D' SO UZA, PVS M is a reg ul ,n contributor · 
t o f-reedom First. 

THE POLITICAL PHILO SO PHY 
OF HIS H O LINESS THE XIV 
DALAI LAMA . SELECTED 
SPEECHES & WRITINGS edited by 
A. A. Shiromany; Tibetan Parlia­
men tary & Policy Research Centre; 
C-1/127, Basant Kunj, New Delhi 
1100 70; 1998; pp.490; Price not 
sta ted. 

Reviewed by 
Prof. R. V. Chari 

"I am for au tonomy, genuine 
autonomy for the Tibeta n people to 
p reserve their d istinct identity and 
w a y of life . I d o n o t see k any 
privileges or position for myself; on 
th e contrary I have made it 
categorically dear many years back 
that I do not wish to hold any official 
pos iti o n o nce w e h ave fou nd a 
solutio n to the Tibe ta n iss ue" so 
says His Holiness the XIVth Da lai 
La ma in a sta tement on November 
10, 1998, a fter meeting U.S. President 
Bill Clinton, included in the third o f 
the series- The Political Philosophy 
of His Holiness The XTV Dalai Lama. 

Tibe t, the hear tland of Asia 
be tw ee n In d ia a nd hin a has a 
l11s l t ll y u I m u t e tllcl ll 2 I 00 yeM ::.. It 
has een :.1 sovereign s ta te \-v ith its 
own language, custoiris, culture and 
politica l system, with an achievement 
of co ns iderab le progress, sp iritually 
as well as ma teria lly . The b la ta n t 
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vio la ti on o f the sove reignty a nd 
indep en dence of a se lf-respecting 
peaceful nation by surreptitiously 
invading parts of Tibe tan territory 
early in 1949 was fo llowed b y a 
formal a ttack by China on October 
7, 1950 . The Chinese d escribe this 
shameless occupation as "peaceful 
Iibera tion of Tibe t". Following the 
forcible occupation by the Chinese 
army, The Dalai Lama left Lhasa on 
March 17, 1950. H e was 24. 

If one w ere to ca refully go 
throu gh the speeches of the Dalai 
Lama in Part I, one w ould get a very 
clear picture of the goings-on in Tibet 
after the Chinese occupation. During 
this period of fifty years, the Chinese 
have brought ab out catas trophic 
changes tha t are quite harmful and 
d isas trous for Tibe t. The a trocities 
perpetrated by the Chinese in Tibe t 
are simply mind-boggling. According 
to the exile administration, 1,73,221 
Tibetans died in prisons and labour 
camps, 1,56,758 were executved, 
3,42,970 died of s tarvation, 4,32,705 
in battles and uprisings, 92,731 by 
torture and 9,002 committed suicide. 
All the 5,700 n \Onas te ries a nd 500 
temples ha ve b ee n r aze d to. th e 
ground . Amongst their losses are 
their valuable irreplaceable ancient 
Sanskrit, Pali and Tibeta n tex ts, 
w hich hav e b ee n co mpl e te ly 
d estroyed by the Chinese. 

Inspi te of such cruel treatmen t 
me ted out to Tibe tans in their own 
land, it is highly commendable tha t 
th e Da la i La ma ha s b een 
ma inta ining his m ental equanimity 
and spiritual supremacy, requesting 
th e C hin es e to co m e to th e 
negotia ting tab le for a middle-of-the­
w ay approac h to th e T ib e ta n 
imbroglio. When the Nobel Prize for 
l ' e <~ ce Wd!> cl Wcl td ed tu the Ua la1 
l;.;m<:~ . the cita tio n said : " ... in h1s 
struggle for the liberation of Tibe t, he 
co ns is tentl y o p posed th e use o f 
v io le nce - a nd d e v e lo p e d <1 

ph ilosop hy o f peace wi th a g rea t 
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reverence for all things living and 
upon the concept of universal 
responsibility embracing all 
mankind as well as nature". 

In September 1987, the Dalai 
Lama proposed a Five-Point Peace 
Plan: 

1) Transformation of Tibet into a 
peace sanctuary. 

2) Abandonment of China 's 
population transfer policy. 

3) Respect for the Tibetan peoples' 
fundamental human rights and 
democratic freedoms . 

4) Restoration and protection of 
Tibet's natural environment and 
abandonment of China's use of 
Tibet for the production of 
nuclear weapons and dumping 
of nuclear waste. 

5) Commencement of earnest 
negotiations on the future status 
of Tibet. 

On June 15, 1988, these 
proposals were put forward to the 
members of the European Union in 
Strasbourg. They later came to be 
known as the Strasbourg Proposals. 
When these proposals were 
announced, the Chinese government 
rejected them outright. 

The reasons for the rejection 
of the Strasbourg Proposals are not 
far to seek. According to Chinese 
documents, there are over 160 
mineral resources in Tibet, some with 
very high commercia I value 
including Uranium. Apart from the 
suffering and cultural erosion of the 
people, eve n the land is being 
denuded. Durin g the last fiv e 
decades, the Chinese have done very 
little tu li11 J . .>ru e th e llfe of th e 
Tibetans . Ins tead, thPy have hePn 
destrOyii1g the culture .· and 
plundering re li g io us treasures, 
ens lav ing the na tive Tibe tans who 
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have been virtually reduced to a 
minority with the influx of millions 
of Chinese into Tibet. 

On March 19, 1991, at a 
speech delivered at the Royal 
Institute of International Affairs , 
London, the Dalai Lama wanted to 
know whether "the Tibetans are any 
less entitled to a homeland than the 
Kuwaitis or the Palestinians?" On 
April18, 1991, he addressed the US 
Congress . Though this speech 
contains the usual pleas seeking the 
support of the super-powers in 
solving the Tibetan impasse, he 
makes a telling cmmnent: "My guide 
explained that two hundred years 
ago, this bell pealed forth to 
proclaim liberty throughout your 
land. On examining it, however, I 
couldn't help noticing the crack in 
the bell. That crack, I feel, is a 
reminder to the American people 
who enjoy so much freedom, while 
people in other parts of the world, 
such as Tibe t, have no freedom" . 

Part II details the interviews 
the Dalai Lama gave to the media. 
In an interview to NBC on August 
19, 1987, the Dalai Lama felt that the 
situation in Tibet was improving as 
the Chinese were appreciative, more 
moderate and more reasonable . 
However, he felt that the destruction 
of property was quite immense and 
the sufferings of the Tibetans quite 
ind escribable. As la te as June 28, 
1999, in an interview to The Times 
of India , the Da'lai Lama said : "I am 
still open. But China continues to be 
tough. The government and loca l 
authorities are continuously making 
efforts to red uce the Tibetan 
population ... so they have devised 
new methods: Corrupt the Lamas ... 
incite feud s ... forcing young Tibetan 
Wf' 111"'11 int() J~r<'~!il11 1i nn" 

. Every yenr on IV1nrch !0, th·~ 
Dala i Lama sends his message to the · 
p eo ple of Tibet, !">art IV contain s 
th ese messages from J 96 1-1998. 
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These lucid statements bring out the 
depth of feeling, sincerity and his 
commitment to the cause of his 
people. The radical changes brought 
in economic reforms in China and 
the aspirations of the people in 
general forced the Chinese 
Communists to take stringent 
punitive steps against their own 
people which culminated in the 
Tiananmen Square massacre. 

The volume is a must for the 
reader who wishes to update his 
knowledge of Tibetan affairs. 

MR. R. V. CHARI, a freelance writer, is 
retired Professor of Management and 
Commerce. 

In the Name of Communism 

I remain at a loss to explain ... 
how the noble ideals of so many 
good men and women become 
transformed into senseless barbar­
ity. Nor can I understand what mo­
tivated those people within the 
Chinese leadership who actively 
counselled the total destruction of 
the Tibetan race . It seems that 
China is a country which has lost 
its faith, as a result of which the Chi­
nese people have themselves en­
dured unspeakable misery ... all in 
the name of communism . 

... the pursuit of communism 
has been one of the greatest hu­
man experiments of all time, and I 
do not deny that I myself was very 
impressed with its ideology at first . 
The trouble was, as I soon discov­
ered, that although communism 
claims to serve 'the people' - for 
whom there are 'people's hotels' , 
'people's hospitals ' and so on - 'the 
people, does not mean everyone, 
only those who hold views that are 
held by a minority to be ' the 
people 's views '. 

The Dalai Lama in his 
au-tobiography, Freedom In Exile 
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