


Behram ' Busy bee' Contractor 
October 11, 1930-April 9, 2001. 

At a tim e when 
aspiring journali s ts chose 
bigger newspapers I chose 
my editor Busybee. Only he 
could give a job to an aspirant 
like me w ho had no t read 
the day 's newspapers, g ive 
him a byline for hi s firs t 
s tory , and with just 18 
m o nths exp e rience make 
him the Chief Reporter. 

Over three decades 
of writing 'Round & About', from 1966 to 1979 with The 
Evening News of India, from 1979 to 1985 with MID-DAY and 
then Afternoon, Busybee became a household name. Busybee 
put life into his fictitious characters Bolshoi the Boxer, his 
sons Darryl and Dexter, his friend on the 21st Floor (the 
world's richest man) and the wife, so much so I rem ember 
people calling him up and even asking him how his sons 
Darryl and Dexter and Bolshoi the Boxer were do ing! And 
Behram would reply coyly ' yes, fine,fine, fine ' and then 
putting the telephone d own , he would be smiling all over. 
Busybee's death meant the death of his characters and yet 
when I say that I am wrong- he immortalised his characters. 
He used them effectively to mock at every thing the world 
held important. He was in every way the Art Buchwald of 
India or R. K. Laxman of the print world , always writing 
for the common man . 

Busybee had 'The Wife' long before Behram m et 
Farzana, much younger than him. Of course, we never asked 
him why he married so late but Behram would plainly say 
' I did n ot marry ea rlier because I had not m et the ri ght 
person '. And Farzana was just right for him complementing 
him in every way. She like most of us adored Behram but 
with the additiona l resp ons ibility o f dress ing him up. She 
cou ld ge t him to wear a s hirt but a tie and jacket was 
something Behram could never get used to so a luncheon 
mee t with John Major was a tough ass ignment for Behram. 

On the ethics of journalism he was clea r, 'Corruption 
in journalism is no t about taking money and writing for 
someone it is about knowing someth ing and no t writing 
about it' . So when the Tchelka journalists broke Opera ti on 
West End and every television channel di scussed the ethics 
of the Tehelb reporters, Husybcc in his usuil l Round & /\bout 
s tyle took on the politi cians, "Taking money fo r th e pa rty 

, Ll , 1 ., . , 1.,,. , I I , 1 :,, . · • 1 l - .. 
in <1ircr.1ft <J nd gun d e<J b fm the part. Every time a middlcm.1n, 
rea l or fak e, pays you, h ·is providin g a product o f a ~lig htly 

inferior quality to the arm y . And we la ug h, a nd cheer, <1 nd 
w<1 ve fla gs, and tell our ji1W i1 nS, one hill more to conqu er. ." 

Once I was upse t as m y report on Bofors could not 
find a headline space.He took the blame upon himself and 
sa id a good report wi ll be read . He gave hi s own example 
how his 'Round & About' Column in The Evening News of 
l11dia intitiall y on the front page was pushed to the las t page 
because a Chief Reporter didn' t like him . Behram was upset 
but later he took this as a cha llenge and s tuck to the las t 
page. He decided to write so well that people would read 
his column first and then the headline. He succeeded. 

Behram was a free spirit. Born a Parsi, married a Muslim 
he visited more places of Hindu pilgrimage than most Hindus. 
He wrote, ' If there is a God, you ca n sense him at Kedarnath .' 
He wished to visit Mecca if allowed and wished to be cremated 
at Malab<1r Hill 's Banganga. He even visited Banganga but 
the priests told him, ' Only for Hindus' . He asked me, ' Why?' 

So with an auspiciou full-moon still on the ho rizon 
Behram passed away at 4 a.m., the time he would fondly 
write of little fishing boats leaving for the sea. 

Manuwant Chaudhary 

Death Is Nothing At All 

Death is nothing a t a ll. 
1 ha ve only slipped into the nex t room . 
1 am 1, and you are you . 
Whatever we were to each o ther, 
that we sti ll are. 
Call me by my old familiar name, 
speak to me in the easy way 
which you always used. 
Put no difference in your tone, 
wear no forced ai r o f solemnity or sorrow . 
Lau gh as we have a lways laug hed 
a t the littl e jokes we enjoyed toge ther. 
Let my name be ever the household word 
that it alwa ys was, 
let it be spoken without effect, 
without the trace of a shadow on it. 
Life mea ns all that it eve r meant. 
It is the same i1S it ever was; 
there is unbroken continuity. 
Why should I be ou t of mind 
bcc<1!1SL' I <1 111 nut o f s1 gh t? 
I <1111 Wi! itm g for yo u, for i!n inte rva l, 
t;n n1e\v hcn· \ 'L·rv nc<t r , 

)U !-o t ilrtlU ll d th e C01"11 L'I" . 

t\11 is well. 

I, 
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BETWEEN OURSELVES ... 

For the crooked who thrived in a sheltered economy, while the State perched on 
its commanding heights, kept a baleful eye on the goings on below, it is hardly surprising 
that the acronym WTO sends shivers down their spine . No longer will it be possible for 
a producer of manufactured goods, to pass of shoddy sub-standard goods on the hapless 
Indian consumer. No longer will the trade union neta be able to keep his flock together 
because the state no longer has the wherewithal to pamper the neta to buy industrial 
peace. And what to say of the poor bureaucrat who finds himself robbed of the powers 
of patronage? Is it surprising therefore to see unlikely allies make common cause to demand 
that India leave the WTO. And because a large majority, which includes a majority of 
our lawmakers. haven 't the faintest clue about what the WTO is all about, they join the 
chorus of the newly deprived to demand that India leave the WTO . 

It is in this context that we decided to carry a feature that helps our readers get 
a better understanding of the World Trade Organisation . 

We welcome readers of the SRDD Newsletter. The Newsletter will , for the 
foreseeable future form part of Freedom First . This pooling of resources apart from 
economising on costs will provide the SRDD with a wider readership and Freedom First 
subscribers with information on a subject that is assuming increasing significance in a 
situation where modern medicine has acquired the ability to prolong life but not necessarily 
its quality particularly in cases of terminal illness. 

Our next cover feature 
DO OUR VOTERS NO LONGER CARE? 

Share with the other readers of Freedom First what the results of the recently 
concluded elections to the State Assemblies mean to you . Some have , surely in a 
lighter vein, concluded that perhaps it is a mandate for corruption (Tami l Nadu) and 
a mandate for organised pol itical violence (West Bengal) . 

Last date for contributions: Monday July 23. 

We accept contributions by post. fax or email- freedom@vsnl.com or on floppies 
(Ms Word format). 

HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR SUBSCRIPTION? 
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"The deep moans round with many voices. Come, my friends 
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world" - Tennyson 

The key problem in Indi a is a lways 
implementation, no t lack of policies. We have grea t 
p o licies and id eas abo ut how to do thin gs, but 
somehow things d on ' t get done . 

Snm Pi trod a, in his article The Mngic of Teamwork, 
Sep tember 3, 2000 

The PM and the FM have a chance to wri te a 
glorious chapter in India's history, if only they sell some 
" temples of modern India" instead of trying to build 
some ancient temples. 

Nirmal Jain , in hldininfoline.com, February 14 

The licence-permit raj is officia lly over. 

Priya Ranjiln Dash, The Sundny Times of l111iin , April 1 

I ask Afgha ns and the world 's Muslims to use 
their wisdom. Do you prefer to be a breaker of id ols 
or a seller of idols? 

T~libiln lcilde r Mulah Muhammild O ma r, 
The Wet'k, March ·18 

Stree t fighting has its place in politics but surely 
not in the Lok Sabha. What we need d esperately in 
parliament is debate. 

Tavleen Singh, lndin Todny, April 16 

Brutalise the govern ment if you want, sc rub out 
the system if you want, but please do let the business 
of governance and econo mi c management go o n 
undisturbed. 

Sandipan Deb, Ou tlook, April 2. 

There a re ce rtain words in the English lcmguage 

An a lliance of corrup t forces is now ru ling the 
country 

Sonia Gand hi , The Sunday Times of lndin , April 22 

It is doubtful w he ther na min g a road after a 
person is a good way of paying a tribute to him. Some 
of the roads are in such a s tinking wretched cond ition 
that it w ill make the honoured ci tizens turn in thei r 
graves 

Ed itorial in The Aftemoon Despatch & Courier, Apri l 10 

No place on ear th has a better future than India 
if in every village all youngs ters are given the same 
opportunities of educat ion as a ny child in the U.S. 

Bill Clinton speaking at Ramp ur il village in U.P., 
MID-DAY, April9 

Seek and you shall be stonewalled, is the burden 
of an India n citizen's song when it comes to getting 
even th e mos t basic information from th e sarknri 
machinery. 

Rild hil Rajildh y~kshil , The Sunday 'J'i 111 es of lndin, April 8 

They talk of platonic love. I hate platonic love. 
I could have a platonic love affair with a ca t, not a 
man! 

Sura iyil (Kamilla Das before she converted to Islam), 
Tlw Sull(lay Ti111es of India, April 1 

The youth today don ' t think it is 'uncool' to talk 
about or follow religion, God and spir itu ality, what 
is definitely NOT in the 'What's Ho t' list is Atheism. 
Its fashionable to be religious these days. 

Subil Vasudevan, Bo111/my Ti111es, The Ti111es of lndin, Apri l 2 

tha t acq uire ve ry distinct meanings when used by The United States is prosperous in large part 
po litical parti es in India . hcclltSl' it 01 vo ici s clil ss w 01 rbrc. 

<;wilpiln J)il,gllplil with l . ~k, hmi l vt: r i1nd l)iln i<· l J. Mi tch,· !! .. "1'11 1• J11 qrf,•r. " publici1t iun .,( 
l ·.tr/,l!H.i J\lllll l'U, IIICt ••• 1 ~ '''".If···' •"• '- ;, -' !IlL" llclll.lhl.:.' J · ~,.,uulidln •J • , ,\1""· ;, .=. ... · 

2 Freeclom First April-June 2001 



Tibetans Protest 

When Comrade Li Changchun of the People's 
Republi c of China leadin g a 15 member delegation 
dec ided to vis it the Prince of Wales Museum on May 
14, he did no t reckon with the possibility of being 
greeted by Tibetan protestors! Over 30 Tibetans 
wearing headbands reading FREE TIBET unfurled the 
Tibe tan national flag, carried placards and the Museum 
echoed with the ir slogans one of which said 'Stop 
Genocid e in Tibet'. We Indians cannot objec t to that 
ca n we. Th e protestors were taken into cu s tody 
detained at th e nea rby Colaba Poli ce Station and 
released a t 8 pm after the Comrades had safe ly le ft 
the city. 

Incidentally Comrade Li and his de lega tes left 
in a hurry without sa vouring the ar ts and cu lture o f 
India at the Museum. 

Once befo re when Tibetan Wom e n he ld an 
exhibition at the SNDT Campus, Comrade Counsel o f 
Communist China in Mumbai took umbrage a nd 
succeeded in getting the exhibition closed a day or so 
before the sched uled date . 

Touchy aren't you Comrades. If you wish 
Bombayites to receive you with their heart all you have 
to do is to leave Tibet to the Tibetans. Its as simp le 
as that! 

* 

When the Taxpayer pays for their Security 

Listen to this: An aide to a criminal gang was 
found moving about the streets of Mumbai with two 
Haryana p olicemen as security escorts! According to 
a repo rt in MID-DAY of April 11 , the ir protection had 
a llegedly been ordered by Haryana Chief Minister Om 
Prakash Chautala. Possibly because he finds it difficult 
to distinguish between criminals and legislators? 

The MiD-DAY report adds that th e Mumbai 
Police incur an expense of over Rs.2 crores (Rs .20 
million) every month providing security to politicians 
a nd film pe rsona li ties. Over 1400 peop le are be ing 
g iven pro tec tion by th e city po lice. Am ong the film 
personalities ;:n e : Sa lm a n !<ha n, Sha h l ~ukh l<hiln , 
Hrithik Roshan, Rakesh Roshan, Ajay ])evgan and his 
•,Pr' rPI.lr" lP• I "r, "'''""" mi1.1 hh ]~ ,l c h c h ,l n w hn h .1~ 

b~e n prov id ed securitv cov ~ r ftlr over a d eC<ld e. T lw 
MID-TJA Y report (l uotes a po li ce office r: "W hy ca n't 
these film stars, who ea rn crores, make arra ngeme nts 

"'the· tim~ has comq,," t.M 
...Ahu~ ~a.td, 

... t<> talk .of many things: 
of $"h~~-and shlps­

an.d :;tl41inii va.x­
of ~]>age-s -

ana kints-·" 

for their ow n security? Or at leas t contribute towards 
the state exchequer for availing of security services" 
Why not indeed! 

" 

Community Help Line 

Wha t keeps our society going despite rampant 
misgove rnan ce is the work of hundreds of small 
voluntary organisations in their chosen fields of 
activity. One such organisation is Community Help 
Line in Mumbai who d ea l with the problem of the 
educated un employed . Here is an ex trac t from a a 
circular letter s igned by Mohandas Nathani the spirit 
behind thi s o rga nisa tion : 

"You may not have seen some person take some 
food from the garbage bin and then eating it. [ have 
witnessed it. The sight was shocking, revolting. [t froze 
my limbs for a mo ment. The memo ry is premanently 
e tched in m y mind . Th e uned u ca te d , illitera te, 
unemployed ma y take S(lllle food from the ga rba ge. 
But what is the pos itio n of a graduate unemployed?" 
And Mr. Nathani goes on to discuss how educated 
unemployed yo uth unwilling to take on sm a ll jobs, 
gradua ll y drift into crime . He says " I ha ve vowed to 
spai·e three hours every day on this subject. Collectively 
we ca n do a lo t. We have to cha nge o ur g rabbing 
mentality and create a society that ca res and sha res." 

Every Tuesday the C(l mmunity l-l elp line meets 
<11 11 pm ,1t tlw Sh,lhani Tru s l. Court Chambe r, New 
Milrine l.ints , Mumbai . A ll are welcome to th ese 

.:. ~ '1. - ~ ,f 1.., ., 1., ,. I'\ I --. 1h 'n' ll ,nt..:'' in! ••n·~ l ! 1 d 
. ' ("") ~ 

(.",)1) ph ll llt: !tim el l (,:\() .\ .. j' )7 b diVL'\' 11 7 <J ill ,Hid J(l il m . 
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B. K. Desai- A Tribute from a Friend 

M r. B. K. Desa i, Secretary 
o f th e De m oc ra ti c Resea rch 
Service (DRS) and publisher of 
Freedom First betwee n the years 
1959 and 1963 passed away on 
April 14, 2001. He w as 71 . 

I have known B. K. Desa i 
or BK as he was known to many, 

almost from the time he joined the DRS. Th e DRS was 
an organisa tion that w as se t up by Mr. M inoo Masa ni 
at the behest of Sardar Vallabhbha i Pa tel to educa te 
th e p eo ple of India on th e r ea l n a tu re o f th e 
inte rn a ti onal co mmunis t m ov e m ent o f w hich th e 
Communis t Party of India w as a part. Around tha t 
time the Comintern h ad d ecided tha t th e Indi a n 
communists should launch a violent insurrectionary 
movement in Telengana, Andhra Pradesh. Freedom First 
was then a 16-page monthly d evoted to the promotion 
of the DRS's objectives. DRS couldn ' t have appointed 
a better person for the job of Secre tary of the DRS. 

Even at a young age BK w as well read and had 
begun contributing articles to the press both English 
and Mara thi under the pseudonymS. Sarangapa ni. His 
w riting was clear, logical and objectiv e . His 
understanding of Marxis t doctrine and of the intentions 
of international communism were second to none. He 
rea d wha tever litera ture the re was on the Chinese 
communist and was actively associa ted w ith the China 
Study Circle. A s tudy that took him to H arva rd fo r a 
month. There were several papers that were published 
by the DRS. Some of them written by BK. One o f them 
I remember was titled : India, China and Tibet. 

While activel y campaignin g fo r G en e ral 
Cariappa w ho was contes ti ng as an in depende nt 
ca ndidate from Bom bay's North Eas t Parlia men ta ry 
Cons titutency agains t V. K. Krishna Menon, he caught 

the a ttention of Mr. Ramakrishna Bajaj and soon joined 
him as his Executive aide. Like Mr. Ramakrishna Baja j, 
BK too was d ee pl y influ e nced b y th e Ga ndhi a n 
phil osophy. 

It was typ ica l o f BK th a t h e he lped fr ien ds 
irrespec tive of pa rty a ffil ia tion w he ther it w as Sharad 
Pawa r or Manohar Joshi . 

He wa nted the Mara thi people to develop and 
th is objec ti ve occupied much of his a ttention in the 
lat ter pe ri od of h is li fe. In fac t h e even ass is ted 
Ba lasaheb Tha ckeray in founding the Shiv Sena wi th 
the aim of developing the Mara thi people, but soon 
drifted away from Thackeray and the Sena w hen he 
fo und tha t th ey w e re s tr ay in g fr o m th e p a th of 
rec titude. He continued to pursue his objective and 
w as la rge ly instrumenta l in o rganising the World 
Ma ra thi Parishad w hich has successfully held several 
inte rn a tio nal confe re n ces in India and overseas 
including one in Is rae l where a number of Mara thi­
spea king jews had migra ted . 

A gentle soul, he was humble to a fault. H e had 
difficulty in saying no to any request for help and I 
d on' t mean financial help. It was his intellect and his 
ab ility to think things through tha t were sou ght after. 
If he is no t widely known outside certain circles it 
was due to his total disinterest in wanting to be known. 
Very few of his fri ends knew that this self-effa cing 
person, a s tud ent of Bombay's Ferguson College was 
a gold meda llist in both his BA and MA exa mina tions. 
Bl< who spec ialised in his grad ua te and pos t-grad ua te 
s tudies in: Sanskrit and Mara thi, spoke and wro te 
impeccable English . 

B. K. Desai cou ld have em erged as a leading 
figure in Maharashtra 's public life. That he didn't was 
his own choice. He woul d n't have been B.K.Desai if 
he had chosen d ifferently. 

S. V. Raju 

Have you visited 

www .I i be raIsin d i a. com 

If not, do so today 

This ts the website of the Indian Liberal Group 
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WTO- Yes! But Let's Proceed Carefully 
The WTO seems to have become the favourite whipping bay fnr any and all ills of ou r ecnnomy. Most of the 

time, the denunciatioll of the WTO emanates from vested interests like trade unions and the new class nf corrupt politicians, 
corrupt businessmen and corrupt bureaucrats, fa thered by 40 years of the Socialis tic Pattern of Society who have much 
to lose i11 a free economy. 

Whether one likes it or not the WTO is here to stay. Technology, in many ways, has brought the concept of 
one world closer. Trade and co111merce across bnrders, glnba lization in other wnrds, is the order of the day. This 
being the case lndia cannot return tn the bad old days of autarky. On the other hand being part of the WTO means 
ensuring that we do our homework before stating nur case. The vested interests have been feeding the public with a 
lot of nonsense and the climate of change has genera ted ma11y uncertainties.In such a situntin11 what is important is 
to educate ourselves on what the WTO is all about. This is the essential purpose of this cover feature . Ed . 

Understanding the WTO 

A. Mohamed J affar 

The agreement with the WTO does not seek any changes in India 's 
Public Distribution System (PDS) or the Food Subsidies. 

The WTO was established on 
January 1,1995. Th e WTO is th e 
embodiment of the results at th e 
Uruguay Round (UR) and the 
successor toGA IT. 76 governments 
became members of the WTO on its 
first day, India one among them. 
The present membership accounts 
for more than 90 percent o f world 
trade. Many more countries have 
requested for membership of the 
WTO which is based in Geneva , 
Switzerland. Its essential functions 
are: -

1. Ad mini s te ring and impl e­
m enting the ITtultilateral and 
plurilateral trade agreements 
which toget her make up th e 
WTO; 

2. Acting as a forun1 for multi­
la teral trade negotiatio ns; 

3 . See king to reso lve tra de 
di sputes; 

4 . Oversee in g nat io na l trade 
po li cies; J nd 

5. Coope rJ t ing with ot he r 
internatio nill ins titutions in v<>l ­
ved in g lubill po licy mak in g. 

The GATT was a set of rules, 
a multilatera l agreement, with no 
ins titutional foundJtion, but WTO 
is a permanent institution with its 
own secreta ri at. The GATT was 
applied on a "provisional basis" but 
the WTO commitments are full and 
permanent. GATT rul es a pplie d 
onl y to trad e in merchandise goods 
whereas WTO covers trade Services 
as we ll. Th e WTO is a more 
powerful bod y w ith enlarged 
fu n ct ions than the GATT and is 
env isaged to play a major role in 
wo rld eco no mic affa irs . To become 
a me mber o f the WTO, a country 
must fully accept the results of the 
Uruguay Round . 

Tariff Barriers - Liberalisa tion of 
Trade in Manufactures 

Th e U l ~ <1greement envisages 
subs tantial tar iff red uctions in bo th 
industriJ l Jnd developing countries. 
The m<1 in libera lisn ti on by indus tri J I 
,~r"' Ttnh·ir'~ i qr-lnr1 t-'~ th t• ''" l1''nc.:i n n ,f 

l 

l<l riff b in ding (i.e. , cn mmitment not 
to exceed e1 particul a r leve l o f tnriff) 
tn cove r 99'/o of im po r ts, th e 

Freedom First April-J une 20() I 

expansion of duty-free access from 
20 - 43 % of impor ts, and the 
reduction of trade weighted average 
tariff by 40 % from 6.2 to 8.7%. 

Howeve r the ga in s to 
developing countries from the tariff 
cuts by indus trial countri es is less 
impress iv e . The reducti o n in the 
average tariffs on the ir expor ts to 
industrial markets is 30%. India has 
bound tariffs at 40% (w here they 
were above 40% in199 3-94) o n 
indus trial raw material s, 
co mponents a nd co pita I goods and 
at 25% in o ther cases. After the U R 
agreement comes into force about 
68 % of India's tariff lines will be 
bound ( compa red to 5% ea rli e r) . 
In comparison , many developing 
countries in Asia and Latin America 
have bound be tween 90 and 100% 
of th e ir tariff lines at levels 
cu mpJr<tbl e to, l H lowe r th L't n , 
lndi <1's bin L l ing~. 

1\/ un - I <Htt·t l) ,Hrters \N l l:SJ 

fn th e <He <l of NTI3s , th e 
<lg ree m e nts to Jbolis h voluntilry 
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WTO - Yes! But Let's Proceed Carefully 

export r es traints (VE Rs) and to 
pha se out the Multifibre 
arrangements (MFA) are regarded 
as land mark achi ev e m e nts fo r 
d eveloping countriers . 

Libera li sa tion of Agricu lt ural 
Trade 

Accordin g to GA TT 
estima tes, th e annu a l d o mesti c 
support for agricultural produ cts 
avera ged $173 billion in indus trial 
eco n o n1i es and $24 billio n in 
developing economies over 1986-88. 
The export subsidies averaged $18.2 
billion and $3.2 billion, respectively, 
over 1986-90 .Accordin g to th e 
calcula tions of the OECD, industrial 
countries transferred more than $ 
14,400 on an average, to each full 
time farmer in 1993. The depressing 
impact o f this on world prices 
prevented efficient producers from 
realis ing th e benefits o f thei r 
comparative advantage. Developing 
countries ' exports suffered a lo t. 

Tariffication and Tariffcuts 

Ta r i ff ica tio n mea ns th e 
replac;ement of exis ting non-tariff 
restrictions on trade such as import 
quo tas b y su ch tariffs as w ould 
provide substantially the same level 
of protection. On agricultural tariffs, 
d eve lo p in g cu unt r ies have th e 
fl exibility of indica ting maximum 
ceiling binding. India has indica ted 
ceiling bindings of 100% on primary 
products a nd 300% on edible o ils. 

Subsid ies and Domestic Su p port 
Policies 

Subsid ies are req uired to be 
redu ced only if their to tu l <~mount 
as a propo rti o n of th e va lu e of 
'lf't·;, .. ,lihtr11 !"1"1Vitt f" fi t' l1 ••v, .. ,,,,ri~ t:) CZ 

in c:1sc o f d eve loped countries cll1d 
lO'X in case of developing countries. 
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If the non-exempted subsidies a re 
above these limits, they are required 
to be redu ced by 20% in the case of 
d eveloped countr ies a nd by 13.3% 
in develop ing countries by 1999 . The 
GATT prov id es for reduct io n of 
subs idies, w hic h a re m o re in 
d e vel o ped co un tri es, a nd o th e r 
tra d e ba rri e rs in ag r ic ulture for 
enlarging globa l marke t access and 
be t te r ex p o rt r ea li sa ti on fr o m 
agricultura l products. At the sa me 
time, Indian farmers are not affec ted 
as th e country is p e rm itted to 
co ntinue w ith cu rre nt subsidies, 
w hich a re in fa ct mu ch lower than 
the maximum pern1 itted under the 
agreement. Farmers are a llowed to 
re turn and exchange seeds, only the 
commercia l sa le of pa tented a nd 
pa ckaged seed s by fa rm e rs is 
prohibited . 

Bes id es, th e publi c di s tri­
bution system and food subsidies 
in the country are a lso not a ffected . 
The agreement d oes no t see k an y 
changes in Ind ia's PDS or the food 
subsidies. The cl ubbin g of p roduct 
specific a nd non-specific subsidi es 
allows fl exibility for countries like 
India to raise subsidies further, if 
necessary. 

The final act provisions will 
leave current subsidies to Indian 
fa rmers untouched . If the subsidies 
a re less than 10% of the to ta l va lu e 
of outp ut, India is not required to 
und ertake cuts. Subsidies in India 
fa ll under two b road head s: input 
s ub s idi es and produ ct s pecifi c 
subsid ies. The latte r are received by 
o nly th ree crop s - suga r ca ne, 
g round nut a nd tobacco . The bu lk 
of th e ·ubsidi es :1re directed 
th ro u g h inp u ts . Elec t r icity is 
n r n ' idPd ll l)IHllin ,ll 1"1 1•• ...._ '"-

v irtu;,ll y free tu farmers , water , 
see d s a nd fe rtili ze rs are a lso 
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p rov ided a t su bs idise d ra tes. 
N on e th e less, th e va lu e o f th ese 
subs idi es is only about 5% of the 
va lue of output, substantia lly below 
the ceiling s tipula ted . 

Non-Agricu ltural Export subsidies 

Co untries w hose per ca pita 
income is less than $1,000 are no t 
bound to phase out export subsidies. 
Indi a 's per ca pita income in 1995 
was only $340. However, even such 
countries w ill have to phase out 
export subsidies on products w here 
the sha re in world exports is 3.25% 
or more, in two consecutive years . 
Thi s is a ppli ca bl e to indi a with 
respect to export of diamond s. 

By being a part of WTO India 
enjoys the Most Fa voured Nation 
(MFN) s tatus with all the o the r 
members of the WTO. 

However, India 's gain will be 
much less than tha t of several other 
developing countries like China and 
the newly industria lised economies 
beca use: 

i) Ind ia 's s hare in world trade is 
very low; 

ii) The foreign trade GDP ra tio of 
India is low. The ga in w ill a lso 
d epend on the rate o f g rowth 
o f India 's ex p1l r ts. 
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WTO Norms and Indian Agriculture 

L. S. N. Prasad 

There are a number of articles in the WTO's provisions 
that are useful to developing countries. 

There is a hu e and cry 
against th e World Trade 
Organiza tio n o r th e WTO.This is 
because in te res te d politicians , 
inte llec tuals and sections of th e 
media have been focussing on some 
nega ti ve aspects of the WTO's 
rules and regula tions. Earlier, there 
were o thers countries too which 
op p osed th e WTO in cluding th e 
USA and countries in the European 
Union. But they were successfu l in 
achieving their objectives to a large 
ex tent. 

There are a number of 
articles in the WTO's provisions tha t 
a re usefu 1 to developing countries. 
Among these are: 

Article XI: General e limina tion of 
quantitative restrictions on member 
s tates. 

Article XII: Restriction to safeguard 
th e balance of payments o f th e 
member countries. 

Article XVI: Subsidi es granted b y 
the State. 

Article XIX: Emergency action on 
imports of a particular product. 

Article XXIV: Territorial application 
o f frontier traffic and customs and 
free trad e areas. 

Article XXVTI: Modifi ca ti on 
sched ule fo r tariff red uct io n. 

Article XXXV I: Tr<~d e <1 n cl 
d eve lopment. 

T hese il rli cles <I re mc<~ nl to 
c urb the ex p lo i tati o n o f o ne 
me mber by a nn th e r. Unlike ea rli e r 

GATT nego ti a tions agriculture was 
introd uced in trading nego tia tions 
because of the hu ge subsidies g iven 
by the European Union . 

There is a n er roneous view 
in o ur country that the Uruguay 
Ro und (of GATT) fo rced o ur 
country to cut back the subsidies on 
ag ri c ultur e and that by this 
ag reement we were a I so forced to 
move away from food g ra in s to 
large sca le commercial crops which 
has no marke t d omes ti ca lly. 

Agriculture Subsidies 

Due to th e Agree me nt on 
Agricu lture (AOA) , Ind ia ca n no 
longer rem ai n ::1l oo f fro m the rest 
o f the world . It h::1d to join the WTO. 
Th is AOA has es tablished a number 
of genera ll y app licab le rules w ith 
rega rd to ag ri culture and trad e 
re lated ma tte rs. Most of th e 
d eve loped countri es are prov idin g 
huge subsidies to the agricultural 
sec to r. In these countr ies no t mor~ 

than IO 'lo u f th e populat io n is 

d ep ende nt o n agric ulture. Th e 
be low table g ives th e information 
about the subsidies tha t are being 
give n to agriculture by different 
countries and the percentage of the 
population depending on 
agricu 1 ture 

Tndia provides o nly 2.33 % 
subsidy to agr iculture. It is ve ry 
sma ll when compared Vlith other 
countries. The Aggregate Measure 
of Support (AMS) to agriculture 
will be 10 percent in India as against 
5 % in th e d eve lo p ed world. Th e 
to ta l subsidy on agriculture in the 
developed world works ou t to $150 
billion and in the d eveloping world 
$19 Billion. If the AMS exceeds JO 
p ercent in any co untry, it has to 
reduce by J3 '7o by 2004. Acco rdin g 
to th e WTO th e AMS in 1 nd ia, 
product s ub s idi es is 7. 5'7o a nd 
subsidy on no n-product is minus 
38.5%. So th ere is no question of 
los ing a ny thing in our agriculture 
by acceptin g the AOA . 

Subsidies to Agriculture 

Country Subsidy per hectare 

EEC $il2 
USA $:12 
j,l , ,lll 'fi" 
Chin.1 $:10 

,, \' ("'1 ! 

lndi ,1 $ 14 

Snurcc·: Comp i la t io n ~ ! ro m VVT( l rcpo rl~ 
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%subsidies 

37';\. 

2(, '{ 
77 1 ~ · 

:14'/r, 

'-" ~. 

'i ..,...,, . • 
L. ,. , , ) / r 

Population 
dependant 

on 
agriculture 

..,,., 
u l< 

5',{, 

24 % 
1 1..! ' ' 
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Tariffs 

The tariff on agricultural 
commodities have been consider­
ably res tructured to comply with 
WTO requirements. India is 
comrTtitted to reduce tariffs on 686 
agricultural products. The average 
tariff on agricultural commodities 
was 115% be fo re the agreement. 
After the agreement it has been 
reduced to 35 %. Along with 686 
commodities the tariff on 587 o ther 
commodities is on an average 50% 
less than the negotiated tariff. Only 
on 10 commodities is the tariff rate 
more than the negotiated tariff rate. 

We must recall, in thi s 
context that two d ecades ago India 
agreed at an international meeting 
to reduce the tariff either to zero or 
to a minimum level on the import 
of dairy products. In other words, 
India had accepted in principle the 
import of agricultural products 
many years ago. In the case of edible 
oils we agreed (binding) to impose 
a ta riff of up to 150 percent but the 
bounded duty at present is '0'. With 
a duty reduction on edible oils as 
low as 25%, hundreds of oil mills 
have closed down , groundnut 
farmers are unable to get a 
minimum price and even compelled 
to d ispose of their prod uct at hu ge 
losses. Pulses were imported und er 
OGL (Open General Licence) at zero 
interest rates. In July 1999 th e 
Government o f Indi a sought to 
renegotiate the tariff on pulses. But 
the international community has 
not yielded. 

The Challenge 

a) In ves tm en t: lndi ,1n ug ri cu lttlrt' 
nee d s iJ lo t of inves tme nt t(i 
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1
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thi s we cu n redu ce prnduction 
cos ts. But the problem is that 

large scale agriculture displaces 
persons who are dependent on 
agriculture. Instead of criticising 
WTO we have to think of a n 
alternative system. 
Corporatisation of agriculture is 
seen to be inimical to soc ial 
jus tice. Redistribution of land 
to the landless poor through the 
various land ceiling ac ts leads 
to fragmenta tion which will be 
a hurdl e to impro ved 
production as well as 
productivity. 

b) Patent System: Plants such as 
neem, turmeric and products 
such as Basmati (scented rice) 
are patented o r about to b e 
patente d b y American 
companies. It is strange that in 
India these have bee n 
household plants used in 
cooking and fo r medicinal 
purposes since ancient times . 
The system of Ayurveda ha s 
existed since times immemorial. 
All medicin al products based 
on plants an d plant products 
mu s t be patented by Indi an 
co mpanies. Conceding th e 
patent rights to an American 
based company is ridicul o us 
and we have to ta ke thi s up 
with the WTO's Dispute 
Se ttl em ent Boord (DSB) at 
Geneva . 

Fish ing in Indian Waters 

There is ano ther problem tha t 
has arisen as a res u l t of our 
acce pting WTO n orms. Every 
country has to allow fishermen of 
other countries to Cfl tch fish in its 
te rr itorial wate rs. lndin exports 
s ~1ec i ,1 l gra d e fi:-.h (Tu llfl ,lncl 
rr;nvn s) ttl o th e r co untri es und 
t.,:'~,. ll . l l~ ~Lil'!'-.l~ i lll l <ll J\ IJ Lih l t \ ,\l_ i ll lilt)t. 

Aruu nd 10 lc1khs people cHe 
depend Jnt o n fi s hing . I eep sc<t 
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fishing leads to exhausting no t only 
fish resources, but also displacement 
o f o ur p eo ple in fish catching, 
processing industries e tc. This too 
is a n issue tha t needs to be discussed 
a t the appropri a te WTO forum. 

Con clusio n 

India is a reasonably efficien t 
producer of ag ricultura l products. 
But th e probl e m lies with th e 
employ ment o f p eople who are 
displaced in agriculture. [n this case 
in s tead o f finding fault with 
interna tiona l law we have to think 
how best to apply that law in our 
interes ts . 

The problem identified in the 
existing agreement on patents, anti­
dumping duties, subsidies, trade 
and texti les indicate that th e 
developing countries are waking up 
to the need to ensure tha t India has 
to take the lead in ensuring the 
WTO regime is used to maximum 
advantage to protect the interests of 
developing countries. 

(a) India ca n increase, in fact triple 
subsidies on agriculture w ithou t 
vio lating any international law. 

(b) Fight in the DSB fo r the 
patenting rights of some of the 
medicina l plants 

(c) Figh t fo r p!Jnt breeder's ri~;hts 

(d ) Res trict fo reigners from fishing 
in our terri to ri a I waters to the 
ex tent p oss ibl e. We ca n also 
increase our ca tch by importing 
the appropriate technology to 
fish in deep sea waters 

(e) Use the a rti cles in th e WTO 
Co nstitutio n to figh t th e 
ex plo itflti on o f one coun try by 
;1nut her in i 11 tentd li Uihli trade. 

1)1; I <; 1'1( ,\ <; ,\[) j, ,111 Economics 
Lec turer in Cun tur Co l l q~ c 111 Ancthra 
l'r~desh. li e is th e Secreta ry of th e Indi an 
Libcr.l l Group, i\nd h r~ P rades h 
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WTO and Indian Agriculture 
- Farmers' Declaration 

On the initiative of the Shetakari Sanghatana the Maharashtra-based farmers organisation, a Kisan Kumbh 
(Farmers Rally) was held in New Delhi on 6th April. The Krishi Yogakshem Sanshodhan Nyas, Pune (Founda­
tion for Research and Development of Agriculture) issued a Declaration on the eve of this rally. The preamble 
to this Declaration had this to say: 

"We the farmers of India , at this moment of historic change, having assembled in New Delhi on 6th 
April 2001 with all the strength at our command, would like to plead our case before the world." 

The following is an extract from this Declaration dealing with the WTO and Indian agriculture. 

The first important condition 
in the WTO agreement on 
agriculture is- get rid of the licence­
permit system in imports and 
exports. During the socialist era in 
India, almost all imports were 
banned under the guise of saving 
foreign exchange. Imports were 
totally controlled by bureaucrats 
doling out import licenses and 
permits . Only those who had 
'connections' with the government 
and bureaucracy could obtain such 
permits and licences. In most cases, 
the licensees for import did not 
actually use the quotas. The quotas 
were sold in the black market and 
the original licence-holders made 
huge windfalls. The quotas allotted 
for import through licences and the 
quantity of goods actually imported 
never tallied. This led to extreme 
fluctuations in the domestic prices 
of the commodities concerned. 

The WTO made provisions to 
end such licen ce-permit import 
systems. Protection to indigenous 
products is now to be offer ed 
thro ugh tariffs and duties. The 
:.., ~,., ._t"'-~ ~ul ifr.) d1 ~ ~LLidLd L y l ;lL 

member countries themse lves and 
a r e to be open ly declared in 
adva nce. Most co untries have used 

this facility and have chosen to 
charge high import duties to protect 
their indigenous products . 

Originally, India was not on 
the list of countries expected to 
remove import restrictions, as 
countries facing Balance of Payment 
problems were exempted from the 
implementation of this provision . 
But as India's trade had improved 
and foreign exchange reserves 
reached a comfortable level, India 
was no longer eligible for these 
exemptions. Last year, out of 1429 
banned items, 714 were freed from 
import restrictions. On Aprill, 2001 
import restrictions on the remaining 
715 items were lifted. 

The beneficiaries of the old 
license-permit system want us to 
believe that the removal of these 
restrictions will damage the econo­
mic health and autonomy of India . 
However, the experience of lifting 
the ban on 714 items last year tells 
a different story. The import of only 
10 of these items increa.sed and that 

cro res. We ha ve no t ex perie nced 
any other ill e ffec ts a fter the impor t 
bans were lifted. 
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Why Palm Oil is Imported 

There is no denying that 
imports of some agricultural 
commodities, such as palm oil have 
significantly increased. It would be 
wrong to attribute this to the lifting 
of the ban on imports. Oilseed 
production in India has been on the 
decline since 1993-94. On the other 
hand, rising incomes have enhanced 
the demand for edible oil. To meet 
this demand, import was inevitable, 
since we were not producing 
enough cooking oil. At the same 
time countries like Malaysia, 
Indonesia, Papua New Guinea have 
developed the technology of 
extracting edible oil from other non­
seed sources like plant trunks, etc. 
The production cost of oil from 
such non-traditional sources is very 
low. That is why cheap palm oil is 
being imported into India in large 
quantities . Due to this import, 
Indian oil mills and oilseed 
producers have undoubtedly been 
under stress. However, even in such 
exception a I cases, proposals to offer 
protection by imposing import duty 
' , ~~ . ·~ . , ;.;-.,_·~:- ~"~r:-:li~;~ :~""~ h~ l .·q• n l ,... 

wi ll be co unte r-pro ducti ve . lt 
would b e nai"ve to ass um e that 
other countries will not take 
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re ta liato ry ac ti o n b y impos in g 
similar high tariffs on imports from 
India. 

Benefiting the Consumer 

Give n th a t ex p orts fro m 
India are alread y very low, we will 
be put to greater disa d va ntage if 
new hurdles are put in the way of 
our exp orts. There a re s till la rger 
issues of public good a t s ta ke in 
such decisions . If producers fro m 
o ther countries were able to offer 
better commodities a t far chea per 
prices, it would be unjust and unfair 
to the Indian cons lllners to res trict 
or ban such imports indefinitely. 
Expecting such pro tection as a time 
bound measure may be reasonable, 
if during that limited time span, we 
make de termined efforts to increase 
productivity in agriculture, improve 
the infras tructure and upgrad e the 
efficiency of Indian industry to face 
global competition. We, the farmers 
of Indi a a re co nfid ent tha t w ith 
judiciou s measures o f pro tec tion 
during the brief tra nsition per iod of 
4-5 yea rs, we wi ll be ab le to 
s uccess full y face inte rnati on a l 
competition by building world class 
ag riculture, pro vid ed th e 
government ge ts off our backs and 
stops putting new hurdles in our 
wa y. 

The Question of Subsidies 

A n o th e r imp orta nt s ti­
pulation in the WTO Agreement on 
Agri culture is that Government's 
d irec t support to agr iculture i.e . 
non- prod uct-specific. The Aggre­
gate Measu rement Suppor t (AMS) 
shou ld not exceed 5% in the case 
of d eve loped countr ies and 10% in 
th 1• <il"~' " r .I ,_,v,· lr•nin•' , " "ntri ~·,_ 

USA , f u rtl ]ll.', S. l<tlrL'il , J <ij.liln etc. , 
s uppor t agriculture in vi1riPus 
ways. In ri c h co untri es, it h<lS 
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beco me necessa ry to ensure tha t 
agriculture continues and that some 
people s tay in agriculture. Besides, 
if the w hole of the country becomes 
a fores t of indus tries and ce ment 
co ncre te, th ere is a ri sk of th e 
environment being d es troyed . For 
these reasons, richer countries fee l 
th e need to keep agri cultur e 
o pera ting a n d even fl o uri shin g. 
Subsidies and inco me guarantees 
are given for produ cing as a lso for 
no t p rodu cing. There is a subs id y 
fo r produ cin g a commodity a nd 
ano ther subsid y fo r no t produ cing 
the same commodity. There is a lso 
a sub s id y fo r kee ping th e land 
fa ll ow. Apart from thi s, gove rn­
ments spend liberally on resea rch 
in agriculture; the development of 
und erdev elop ed areas; infr a ­
s tru c ture, tra nspo rt a nd 
communica tion to mention a few. 

The situa tion in India is quite 
the contrary. In ri ch countries 1 to 
2'7o of th e popula tion depends on 
agri culture. In Ind ia, it is more tha n 
70'Yo . 98% of th e pop ul a ti on o f 
deve loped co un t ri es ca n ex te nd 
ample help to thei r 2% fa rmers. On 
th e o th e r hand , 30% o f India's 
p opula tion ca nn o t ex tend mu ch 
help to 70% fanners; nor is there the 
politica l will to do so. Therefore, the 
Ind ia n fa rmer faces the continuing 
p rospec t of be ing cru sh ed und er 
nega tive subs id y fo r d eca d es to 
come. 

So me su gges t th a t the 
Government should ge t inclu ded in 
th e WTO Agreeme n t, new ways 
a nd mea ns to support fJ rmers. As 
of todJy , th en~ isn' t Jny co nditi on 
111 th e WTO Ag ree me nt o n 
1\ pri 1·, ,1!111"1' ( 1\n 1 1\·hj, .. h .. ;tnno...: th ,, 

lndi ,l n gpn• rnnll' nt from !w ipin g 
fa rm ers. TherdPre, t<1 lkin g of fres h 
prov is i (\ n ~ is pPi ntl t'ss. 

fi'recdom /•'irs!. April-,/ une 200 I 

Exporting Agricultural Produce 

Coming to ground rea lities, 
w ha t a re the prospec ts and scope 
fo r the export of Indian agricul tura l 
produ ce? Po tentia l exporters w ill 
face d ifficulties bo th in the domestic 
and fo re ign mar ke ts. The demand 
fo r Ind ian fa rm prod ucts (exclud ing 
some exceptions like Basma ti Rice, 
Darjeeling Tea e tc.) is very low. The 
reason is tha t Indian products are 
of poor quality. India lacks a system 
of grading and tes ting our produce. 
Th e re is littl e awa re n ess o f 
regula tio ns th a t are accepted the 
wo rld over as necessary fo r the 
pro tec ti o n o f th e hea lth of a 
consumer. Du e to the license-permit 
syste m , Indi a n ex p orter s have 
earned a bad na me as unreliable 
supplie rs . India n a g ri cultur a l 
ex p o rts a r e limited to e thni c 
markets catered th rough cous in-to­
cousin channels. 

The deficie nci es in In d ian 
agriculture pose severe problems in 
en te ring the worl d market. La nd in 
fn d ia , d ue to Vi1r ious li1 nd -re lated 
Ac ts a nd chr o ni c penury, is 
fra gmented . Effo rts to encourage 
th e co n so lid a tio n o f la nd and 
produ ction o f qua lity-produce in 
v iabl e v o lumes have been 
in e ffec t ive . 1:3 es id es, th e infra­
s tru ctu re fo r s to rage, transp ort, 
proces s in g, g rad in g a n d ra tin g 
quality-s tand ard s are a lmost non­
ex is te n t . Fa rm e rs fai l to 
comprehend the sophis tication of 
globa I ma rke ts, as their experience 
is limited t o p rimiti ve APMC 
ope rJ tions. 

Th e Pl ight o f Indian Fa rm ers 

Up to l lJt)()-97, the prices of 
lY'\ ,~· 1 "', .. .,.;rt·ll111 ..,1 ,-, "·nn'lnffit·l,,, i n 

tl w g l oh<~ l m,Hk t> ts 1n . .: rc hi ght' r than 
tlws t~ in Indi a's domes tic ma rke t 
<l nd , th e re fo re, the re WJS J c lei1 r 
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compara tive a dva ntage in expor ts. 
A t leas t a t the farm gate, the India n 
farmer was capable of compe tin g 
wi th a n y farmer in the world . By 

the time th e prod u ce reached the 

point o f e mbarkati o n, p oor 
infras truc ture wiped out m os t of 
the advantages . Even the n, in som e 
a reas like organic far ming products, 
m ed ici n a l a nd aro mati c plants , 
multiplica tio n of h ybrid seeds e tc. , 
India had an adva ntage in g loba l 
m arkets. 

This s itua ti o n has rapi d ly 
ch a n ged in th e las t 2-3 years. 
Modern tec hn o logy has h e lped 
improve agricultural productivity 

in m a n y co untri es around th e 
world . As a result, there is a g lut 
in the a gricu I tura I comm odity 
marke t and a recessio n in prices. 
Therefore, the Indian farmer is no t 
able to export severa l agricultural 

p roducts, as our d o m es tic prices are 
higher than those in g lobal markets. 

T he co ndition o f the Indian 
farm er is li ke that o f a debilitated 

co nva lescent tryin g to fa ce a flood. 
Exploited by th e w hite co lo ni a l 
rulers a nd no w by ou r own brown 
rul e r s , o ur la n d has b ee n 

fragmented and d e pleted o f fer tili ty 

resu lting in lo w production, capi ta l 
evasio n , lack of nevv in ves tme nt, 
p oor in frastru c tur e; th e la c k o f 
storage a nd m a rke ting fa c iliti e s ; 
in adequate ir riga tio n a nd 
e lectricity, the absence of roads and 
the in s ufferable b urde n o f 
indebtedness. And then o ne fin e 
m o rning, o ur farme rs in su c h a 
condition, see a su rgi ng fl o od o f 
g loba li za ti o n and revo luti o n in 
b iotechn o logy. 

T h e basi c ob jec ti ve of 
g lo baliza ti o n is to improve th e 
g loba l ' Divis io n o f La bour with 
referen ce to co mparativ e 
advantage ' . Indian agriculture has 

the benefit o f abu nd a nt sunlight, 

ample water and a ha rd y peasantry. 
Ultimately, these e le m ents will be 
dec is ive in g lobal co mpe titi o n . Hut 
w hile taking the su ch big leap from 

Kerala farmers driven to death by falling produce prices 
Thiruvanathapuram , April 11 

Incidences of farmers committing suicide following the fall in prices of 
agricultural commodities have been reported in Kerala . 

A farmer in the northern distri ct of Palakkad ended his life by consuming 
pes ti cides after he was served notice from a bank for revenue recovery. The 
body of 38-year old Ganeshan , a tradi tional paddy cultivator, was found in 
his fi e lds last week . 

Ganeshan, who owed Rs .2.75 lakhs to the Land Mortgage Bank by way 
of loan and interest, had hidden the notice he received from his family members . 

Farmers ' organizations say that the plight of a large number of farm ers 
in the s tate is s imilar. 

The steep fall in the prices of agricultura l commodities like ru bbe r, co ffee, 
coconut and tea a s a result of globa li s ation have pushed fa rme rs to pe nury. 

The Ke ra la fa rmers have su ffe red losses lo lhP. tu ne o f Rs G,650 cror·es 
in 2000-200 1, according to a recent s tud y conducled by the Kera la Agri cultura l 
r>ri r.es Rne1 rrl fnr ::1 wnd<c: l,nn rm \1\/nrlrl T, ::Jrle• '' ' ''"n"'-,'"'n 

Board Cha irman Or Thoma s Va rghese said that th e pe r caprta loss 
s uffe r·ed by fa rme rs in Kera la wou ld amount toRs 12 ,000 pe r· annum . 
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traditi o n a l agr iculture to wor ld ­

class co mpe titive agriculture, som e 
measures need to be taken that will 
be imme nse ly usefu l a nd essentia l. 
T hese are: 

Freeing Indian Agricu lture from 
State Control 

Laws a nd by-la ws, rules and 
r e g ul ations, red-tapeism, a nd 

in eff ic ie n cy o f gove rnm e nta l 
m ac hin e ry h ave s tra it-j acke ted 
In d ian ag ri cu lture. Ous ting the 
Sta te from agricu lture and 
privatization of th e agriculture 
sec to r a r e th e m os t impor tant 
m eas ures. A t present, lan d is 

ow ned by the Sta te . It is leased to 
farmers for cultivatio n. The State, 
at its whim, ca n acquire land on the 

pretex t of public purpose and 
dislodge fa rme rs . Understandably, 

farmers are not wi lling to undertake 
sizeable investment o n the ir land. 
The State contro ls a ll farm inputs 
like fertili ze rs, pesticides a nd fa rm 
e q uipm e nt, e tc . Disposal o f the 
pro du ce is <1 lso und e r co m­
pre he ns ive S ta le co ntro l. 

Unifying the Indian Market 

T h e en tire wor ld is ge tting 
unified as a market, but India itself 
is no t i1 unifi e d m<Jrk e t. Sta te 
barri e rs li ke d istr ic t bans , sta te 
bans, z o n ing a nd le vy have 
fragmente d the domestic m a rke t. 
On th e o ther h and , diffe r e nt 

countries in Eu rope, w ith different 
languages, fa iths a nd cultures, and 
despite i1 history of two world wa rs 
llilve cPnlt' tPge lhe r a nd d eve lo ped 
a unifi e d co mm o n marke t (Th e 
hi n 'l1t:'i1 n f-<'cpno mic Ct>mmunity o r 
th t• I:: H .·). In lnd i<1 , it has beco m e 
illi[)<·l·dli\ •' I "._,, I 11' lh•• l' c,:-,~'n ti <J J 

Cn mnwdi tiL~S Ac t cllld (lt he r 

r l • s l r ic t i \' !' llll' ,1 s u r es L' Ill i1 11 a tin g 
lr ll ll1 il <ln d l ll c re a te <1 unifi e d 
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Using Surplus Food Stocks Profitably 

It is sad that a well-reasoned 
letter dated 2nd April, 2001 , 
addressed to our Prime Minister, 
Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, by the 
Delhi School of Economics (DSE) 
has not evoked any response from 
him, let alone any comments from 
our opposition leaders. Not a single 
English paper has bothered to even 
publish it or comment on it o ther 
than the Delhi weekly, Mainstream . 

The main thrust of the le tter 
is as follows: 

1. Half of our children are 
chronically undernourished and 
half of our adult women suffer 
from anaemia. 

2. This yea r, wi th drought 
affecting large parts of our 
country for the third time in 
succession, undernourishment 
and starvation will onl y 
intensify. 

3. It is shocking to see m ass iv e 
public resources being used, 
rather misused, to bu y 
foodstocks out of reach of our 
people, when we have n o 
storage capacity. The foodstock 
stored is thus just allowed to rot' 
Either this foodstock should be 
exported or sold to the poor at 
subsidized price. 

4. The Union Government spends 
over Rs.10,000 crores a year on 
so-called 'food s ubsidy ', 
a lthough o nly a very small 
proportion of this s ubsidy 
rea ches the poor. Mu ch nf this 
'food subs id y' is spe nt on 
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1' l~nr ,, ,.11'~ h "l '"'~ l; p ,...- "'n M c t r, ri''"'n 
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foodstocks, which is allowed to 
rot, as we have n o s to ra ge 
capacity!. 

5. Foodstocks have increased by 
leaps and bounds in the las t 
couple of years, well beyond the 
official 'buffer stock' of about 17 
million tones. Further increases 
in the 'buffer stock', following 
the recent Cabinet decision to 
raise the 'minimum price' (with 
an eye on the farmers' vote 
bank) cannot be ruled out. 

6. According to the Commission 
for Agricu ltura l Costs a nd 
Prices, wheat procurement 
a lone is like ly to exceed 15 
million tonnes in the coming 
year. Nearly half of this will rot 
as we have no storing capacity! 
There are n o plans to make 
constructive use of these 
foodstocks for any inco m e 
ge ne ra ti on programmes like 
food-for-work schemes or for an 
expansion of our public 
dis tribution system. 

7. Such programmes will have no 
adverse effect on our budget. If 
surplus food stocks are used to 
fund in come ge nerat ion 
programmes, it would not add 
to the budget deficit at all, since 
the food stocks in question have 
already been bought. 

8. The food stocks that are 
allowed to rot is a burden on 
the economy, considering that 
there is n o possibility of 
expor tin g more than a small 
proportion of the foodstoc ks; 
~tora ge il nd ha ndling costs are 
htgh and the 1--"ood Corporation 
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of India is in d espera te need of 
storage space, in anticipation of 
large-scale procurement 
operations after the rabi 
harvest . 

9. Far fro m being financially 
onerous, a constructive use of 
surplus food stocks for drou ght 
relief programmes wo uld 
relieve the government of the 
expensive burden of storing idle 
stocks. 

10. The Antyodaya programme 
aimed at providing subsidized 
food to the poorest of the poor 
has not made any significant 
dent in the surplus food stocks 
or provided any relief to the 
drought affected people of our 
country. 

11. We should ensure that surplus 
food stocks are profitably 
utilized w ithout further delay 
to fund employment generation 
programmes and o ther relief 
m easures in th e drought­
affected a reas. Th e case fo r 
immediate use of idle food 
stocks for income-generation 
purposes is worth considering 
serious ly. 

Finally, bold interven tion at the 
highes t level is impera tive to 
avert widespread depriv a tion 
and misery and that too amidst 
plenty! 

My congratulations to the Delhi 
School of Economics . 

Mr. S . S. Uankes hwar is a m e mber of the 
Advisory Board and a regul ar contributo r 
t·n Fn •t •rlonJ f:i r 4>:f 
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marke t when we a re o n th e 
threshold of globalization. A unified 
Indian marke t w ill increase th e 
d emand for agricultural produce; 
bes id es, the marke t will facilitate 
cropping patterns consistent vvith 
agro-climatic rea liti es and 
co mpara tive advantage. 

Modernization 
Networks 

of Market 

In India , agricultural commo­
dities a re so ld m os tl y thro u g h 
Agricultural Produce Marketing 
Committees (APMCs). At one time, 
th ese C o mmittees he lp ed to 
improve agricultural marke tin g. 
But, today they do not provide even 
minimal fac iliti es required for 
marketing, ]}ke shelter, godowns, 
facilities for processing, grading, 
sorting, quality evaluation, pack­
aging, and informa tion on various 
commodity markets , etc. Com­
missio n age nts a nd ada tiyas 
dominate these markets. If, ins tead 
of thi s sys tem , a n o ther o ne like 
'supe r -milrke t n e tw orks' so 
co mm o n in m a ny dev e loped 
countries tilke over, farmers will 
feel comfortable e ntering g lobal 
marke ts. 

Information Network 

Informati on rega rdin g p ri ce, 

the d emand and suppl y positions 
of commod ities in different markets 
al l over the world, wea ther reports 
a nd forecasts a nd ag ri cultur a l 
ex tens ion advi ce must be eas il y 
accessib le to farmers in the v illages. 
Websites and p o rta ls prov idin g 
such info rmati on and services ilre 
ilVa il ab le. Deve lopment of info r­
mation and co mmuni ca ti o n 
ne tworks enabling farmers to have 
ilccess to this information is 
necessary. 

Warehousing Receipts 

The presen t sys te m for the 
p urchase of cere<1ls and o ther farm 
produce must be change d and 
rep laced by a syste m of s to rin g 
fa rm produce in wa rehouses and 
ex tenqin g to farmers credit to the 
ex tent o f 70 % o f the value of 
milterial kept in godow ns, needs to 
be introd uced. This can easily be 
done by recogni z ing warehou se 
receipts und er th e Nego tia bl e 
Instruments Act. 

Corporatisation with Land Equity 

A ll thes e measures are 
beyond the arnbit of the State. They 
are also beyond the ca pabilities o f 
co-op er a tiv e es tab li shments . For 
thi s, the efficiency of the co mpany 
stru cture (jo int stock co mp an ies) 

<1 nd the sense o f participation and 
involveme nt o f co-operatives will 
have to be brought toge ther to forge 
new fo rms of econo mic institutions. 
Fa rmers could come together and 
fo rm co mp a ni es w i th s h a re 
ho ldings pro portiona.te to th e ir 
land . Joint Stock Com panies should 
take responsibility fo r fi na nce, 
management, technology, and pos t­
harvest w ork like warehousing, 
s to rage, process in g , sa les and 
expor t. If thi s is achieved, Indian 
farmers will be ab le to handle the 
challenge of g lobal competition. 

After thousands of years of 
e nslavement and exploita tion, with 
changes in the s ituation worldw id e 
the cha in tha t binds the hands and 
legs o f th e farm ers - are breaking. 
Opportunists would like us to 
believe that the re is happiness in 
livin g as s laves and that freedom 
is painful. Farmers ca nn ot be 
deceived by such ca lumnies and 
a llow themselves to be di verted 
from th e ir d e te rmin a tion to live 
w ith self-respect and in freedo m. 

Edi to r 's Note: This extract hns bee~~ edited In 
mnke for ensier renrli11g wi t/rou t itt nny way 
cha11gi11g the 111enllillg or the thrust of this port 
of the Oec/nratio11. 

We should understand and do our duty as citizens of a democratic 
country. Political parties , legislators and ministers are becoming autocrats. 
They are not afraid of public opinion because there is no public opinion . 
They care less for their voters because voters are not enlightened or 
organised . Political parties do make their own propaganda , but that is 
not to create a healthy and impartial public opin ion , which may rise above 
party politics and effectively express itself in matters of right or wrong , 
moral or immora l, just or unjust. To build such a public opinion is the 
greatest national task and bounden duty for us . 

Jayaprakash Narayan 
Towatcfs Total Revolution. Volume 3, Popu lar Prakashan. Mumbai 
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"AMONG A PEOPLE GENERALLY CORRUPT, 

LIBERTY CANNOT LONG EXIST" 
- Edmund Burke 

(ESTD- 1910) 

THE LAKSHMI MILLS COMPANY LIMITED 
COIMBATORE 



WTO - Yes! But Let's Proceed Carefully 

Time for Expanded Trade Relations with India 

A massive population and 
rapidly developing economy make 
India the world's largest untapped 
market for American goods and 
services. If its ongoing transition 
from a socialist-style command 
economy to a free market comes to 
fruition, India will become even 
more attractive as a destination for 
investors. India 's effort to liberalize 
its economy began in 1991 and was 
greatly accelerated after India 
joined the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) four years 
later. However, with WTO 
multilateral negotiations currently 
ensnared by labor and environ­
mental issues, India's reform efforts 
have proceeded at a slower pace 
than would be possible with a 
bilateral trade arrangement. 

The ruling Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) has expressed its desire 
to encourage further economic 
development in India by reducing 
trade barriers and encouraging 
foreign, particularly American, 
investment. The Clinton Admini­
stration failed to take advantage of 
this willingn ess b y insistin g o n 
unrealistic labor and environmenta l 
standards and by relying solely on 
WTO mechanisms to reduce India's 
barriers to trade. The multilateral 
process, under which agreements 
are reached at the lowest common 
level, lags far behind what could be 
accomplished bilaterally. If the BJP 
is indeed willing to make unilatera I 
tariff redu ctions , the Bush Admi ­
nistration s ho uld sei:.-:e the 
OJ!]l(lr tu nitv to t·' XDc1nd trrtdr> w ilh 
In d ia a n d rl:'d u ce its tariffs by 
nego ti a tin g a co mpre h e nsi ve 
bila tera l trade agree me nt. 

Dismantling India ' s Pro­
tectionist Regime. Despite years of 
reform, India maintains the highest 
tariff barriers in the noncommunist 
world, with average rates at nearly 
30 percent. The Heritage Foun­
dation/Wall Street Journal 2001 
Index of Economic Freedom ranks 
India in the bottom quintile of its 
161-country survey, categorizing 
India's economy as "mostly unfree." 
The BJP recognizes the need to open 
India's markets to foreign business 
but is characteristically long on 
rhetoric and short on results. There 
are numerous areas in which trade 
barriers could be eliminated - for 
example, in goods not manu­
factured locally -without harm to 
protected indigenous industries. 
India, for example, maintains a high 
tariff on mobile phone imports even 
thoug h there are no domestic 
producers of those products. Con­
sequently, an estimated one-third to 
one-half of all mobile phones in 
India are purchased on the black 
market. This not only deprives the 
government of much-needed tax 
revenue, but also undercuts 
legitimate business opportunities . 

In the service sector, India's 
foreign equity caps are a dis­
incentive to American investment. 
American insurance companies are 
eager to enter India's virtually 
vacant market, but New Delhi 
requires them to form joint ventures 
with loca l firms a nd limit their 
inves tment to 26 percent. Because 
of a 45-yea r government monopol y 
<1!1 in-;111' ;111<'<' nn l v ;1 tpw l11di :1n 

firms iHC expe rienced enoug h to 
e nt e r a joi nt ve nture w ith a n 
America n insurance cumpany. Even 
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fewer possess the financial where­
withal to provide the 74 percent 
investment necessary to start a new 
business. If an agreement could be 
reached to lift the foreign equity cap, 
more American investors would be 
able to enter the market, providing 
better insurance coverage for 
Indians in the process. 

Technology: A Common 
Border. The technology sector is one 
of the least regulated in India and 
offers the greatest opportunity for 
U.S. investment. The wage demands 
of India 's large computer-literate, 
English-speaking workforce are 
below the global average. Lucent 
Technologies reports that approxi­
mately 280,000 Indians are 
employed in the information 
technology (IT) sector, making it the 
world's second largest TT 
workforce. This sector generated $4 
billion in trade last yea r, and Lndia 
hopes to expand IT exports to $50 
billion annually by 2008. U .S. 
companies are only beginning to 
take advantage of this skilled labor 
force . 

The latest innovation in this 
field is a sophisticated form of 
international telecommuting. Gro­
wing numbers of Indians are 
working as customer service 
representatives, software deve­
lopers, and Web site designers on 
projec ts for foreign companies from 
offices in India. The development of 
hi);h-capacity digita 1 telephone lines, 
for instance, makes it possible for 
A mr>ric CJ !l 1·n m p ;1 n jp.; !1' have ca ll 
ce nt e rs in Ind ia that cate r to 
inquiri es fr o m c usto me rs in th e 
United Sta tes. The New York-based 
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consulting firm of McKinsey & 
Company expects that by 2008, such 
services will create 800,000 new jobs 
and $17 billion in revenue for India 
while drastically reducing overhead 
costs for U.S. companies. This sector 
should be cultivated, not restricted 
by U.S. regulators . 

Technology transfer between 
the United States and India is an 
inevitable result of a more open 
commercial environment. 
Therefore, some boundaries must 
be established to protect dual-use 
technologies. India has made it clear 
that it aspires to be a nuclear power 
capable of deterring aggression 
from rivals such as Pakistan and 
China. The sharing of technology 
between the United States and India 
-specifically, technology with both 
c ivilian and military (dual-use) 
applications- should be regulated 
in light of these nuclear ambitions. 

Nevertheless, India is not a 
security threat to the United States. 
While the United States should not 
transfer technology that would help 
India improve its nucl ea r and 
missile prog rams , technol ogy 
transfer restrictions imposed on 
India should not exceed those 
imposed on other friendly countries 
to ensure that national security is 
not compromised. 

What to Do Next. Although 
no substantive agreements were 
made during President Bill Clinton's 
trip to India last year, his visit 
generated a lo t of goodwill. Many 
Indians now see the United States 
as a potential friend rather than as 
a cultural hege mon. President 
George W. Bush has an historic 
opportunity to build on that 
goodwill to create a more 
meaningful partnership. 

If India is willing to lower its 
prohibitive tariff regime to 
demonstrate its commitment to 
trade libera lization, Washington 
s hould initiate nego tiations for 
further reductions under a 
comprehensive bilateral trade 
agreement. The agreement should 
build on the existing WTO 
framework but advance bilateral 
trade beyond the limits imposed by 
the multilate ral process. While 
opening up the floodgates to trade 
could result in protracted 
negotiations, striking an enduring 
trad e relationship between the 
world 's two largest democracies is 
a grand opportunity for American 
diplomacy. 

DANA R. DILLON is a Policy Analyst, 
Asian Studies Center, The Heritage 
Foundation. 

http://arbiter.wipo.int/domains/decisions/htmlld2000-0479.html 
Administrative Panel Decision 

Tata Sons Limited v. D & V Enterprises Case No.D2000-0479 
Re: Pornographic Web Site - www.bodacious-tatas.com 

a) Domain Name "Identical or Confusingly Similar" 

It is clear to the Panel that an integral part of the Domain 
Name registered by the Respondent in this case, namely 
"tatas", is confusingly similar, and almost identical , to the 
Complainant's TM TATA. It is true, of course, that the Re­
spondent, in its Domain Name registration , has used '' lata" 
plus the addition of the letter "s" whilst the Complainant's 
trademark has no "s". This, however, is of no benefit to the 
Respondent. In the Complainant's submission, which is amply 
substantiated by cop ies of articles and reports submitted 
(see : Complaint - Annexures "E" and "F") the Tata Group 
of Companies is collectively referred to as "Tatas" throughout 
the world . 

One might think, nevertheless, that the inclusion of the word 
"bodacious " in th e domain name registered by the 
Respondent , taken together wit11 the addition of the letter 
"c:" tn TATA rn1 ilri rrP::l tP ;o <:11 ffir.iPnt riic;tin r.tinn fnr tr::trlPtnr;rk 

purposes , between the Complainant's TM TATA, on the one 
hand , and the Respondent's Domain Name on the other. 
Such a contention , however, is untenable in the view of the 

Panel , by virtue of the very high level of goodwill that both 
TATA and TATAS have acquired . Further, TATA, without any 
vestige of doubt, constitutes a famous (or, in international 
parlance, well known) mark - a subject to which the Panel 
wi ll return . 

It must be said , also, that it is now generally accepted in most 
countries that well-known marks, particularly those surrounded 
by an aura of high repute , excellent quality and respectability, 
deserve wide protection. This the Panel holds to be the case 
with the TM TATA and its corresponding service mark. In this 
area, therefore, the addition of a word like "bodacious" ["South 
Midland and Southern U. S.-1 . "thorough"; "blatant"; "unmis­
takable"; 2. "remarkable"; "outstanding": 3. "audacious"; "bold"; 
"brazen" - Webster 's Encyclopedic Unabridged Dictionary of 
the English Language": (1989)]. and the addition of the letter 
"s" does not render the Dornan Name less identical or less 
con fusingly similar to a trade or service mark. Indeed , the 
r\r"'\Y"'f"'H:· jtp ic- t- n tO r"''--:tdirt d'1r!\l \HhCin ""\n("l rnnc:: trl orc:: mr'IC:. t () f thP. 

meaning s attributed to the word "bodacious". 

Courtesy The Wa shington Month ly, November 2000. 
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The Tehelka Tapes -An Analysis 
Ashok V. Karnik 

There is competition in mud-slinging which will become worse if mere 
allegations start bringing down governments. 

The tehelka.com expose o f 
corruption in d e fe nce deals has 
shaken the country, not because of 
new facts brought before th e 
country but because of the blatant 
venality of a few senior officers -
both uniformed and civilian -
shameless bragging and name 
dropping by self-appointed 
middlemen, the sight of senio r 
politicians dealing innocently or 
o therwise with supposed arms 
dealers and innuendos regarding 
high level invo lvement in such 
corruption. The opposition parties 
did not allow the country to study 
dispassionately the implications of 
the tapes or even understand what 
the tapes meant. The opposition was 
interested in embarrassing and if 
p oss ible disl o dging th e 
Government. The m edia was 
interested in publicizing the scandal 
and not in arriving at the truth. The 
Government was on the defensive 
and wanted to either condemn the 
tapes or defend the politicians. In 
any case, the atmosphere was so 
vitiated that whatsoever the 
Government did was construed to 
be wrong. Dispassionate, objective 
debate became impossible. 

India's Misfortune 

This was, and is, th e 
misfortune of this country. We are 
s till an immature democracy; the 
parlinm e nt , th e media a nd th e 
political parties a r e rul ed by 
~ rnn tl nn~ 111ri nn t- h~· l n :""'"i r Th,t ., 

two-ma n tea m o f v ideo jou rna li s ts, 
by using means fair or fou l, however 
in trep id, ca n shake the foundations 

o f this country by record ing the 
unguarded and foolish talk of a few 
individuals on the fringes of power 
is an1azing and disturbing. 

Implications 

There is no reason to believe 
that the tapes are forged or bogus. 
Prima facie, these have to be accepted 
as genuine. 

The rea l prob lem may be in 
the editing of the tapes. What d oes 
the omitted portion contain? Does 
the edited portion reflect the entire 
truth? Or does it highlight only a 
pre-determined conclusion? Do the 
deleted portions include interviews 
of honest officers who refused to 
talk to the bogus arms dealers? 

Lega lly, the officers who have 
accepted money and entered into a 
dia logue with the tehelka pretenders 
should be penalized. To determine 
whether their action fits into the 
exact anti-corruption provisions 
may involve lega l hair-splitting but 
they s hould certain ly invite the 
prov isions of condu ct rules. They 
are a disgrace to their service and 
should no t escape re tribution by 
resorting to some legal trickery. 

Th e p o liti c ians accepting 
money even for thei r party funds 
may be g uilty of n o crim e but 
ce rta inl y of impropriety 
pa rticul ar ly when they knew that 
the offer \·vas made bv a hu sine<;s 
house try in g to ge t a gove rnment 
co ntract. No fav ours might hav e 
been sought but the impl icati ons 
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have to be understood at leas t by 
senior po liticians. Jaya Jaitley was 
at leas t ca reful enough to make her 
p osition clear but Bangaru Laxman 
did not know right from wrong. To 
be fair, he ma y have same excuses 
to offer but he will have a lot to 
explain. Whether an MP (a public 
servant) accepti ng money for party 
work - from unverified sources -
constitutes an offence is a question 
open for legal d ebate. 

The middlemen were 
obvious ly trying to prove their 
reach and dropped names galore. 
Anybody analyzing their statements 
carefully would know that they 
were bluffing. They thou ght that 
th ey had come across a n ai've 
international dealer and were trying 
to get the maximum com mission by 
claiming that they knew everybody 
fr o m the Prime Minister 
downwards. One of them, a Niga m, 
made a very apt comment saying 
that all middlemen in Delhi claim 
that they kn ow the PM; it is 
d oubtful if th ey have access to the 
PM's gardener! 

R. K. Jain and R. K. Gupta 
who have d on e the mos t name­
dropping on the tapes fall in the 
above category. Jain has already 
confessed that he had lied jus t to 
ge t high commiss ion. The lies were 
so obv ious tha t if the Tehelka team 
W<lS rea ll y kee n tp uneil rth the truth, 
it s hou ld have inv es tiga ted their 
l....ldJI JI ~. 

Retired d efe nce o ificers and 
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civilian Defence Ministry o fficials 
who led the Tehelka team to serving 
se nio r Army Officers are 
middlemen themselves . Rules have 
to b e amended to check retired 
officers from misusing th e ir 
acquaintance. Serving Defence 
Ministry officials deserve to b e 
penalized for acting as touts . They 
are a part of the evil network. 

One admires George 
Fernandes' simplicity in using only 
one room of the Defence Minister' s 
bungalow, but he should recognize 
the sanctity of a minister's house 
and know that any activity therein 
acquires the stamp of government 
approval. Jaya Jaitley's activities 
from his bungalow do not remain 
only Samata Party's affairs. The 
government should frame rules to 
prevent use of Ministers' houses for 
collateral purposes. 

Journalistic Freedom or Licence? 

The journalistic enterprise 
shown by the Tehelka team is prima 
facie praiseworthy- an unorthodox 
perhaps even unethical - effort in 
exposing corruption. One may no t 
like Tehelkas' meth od but one has 
to appreciate its results. However, 
Tehelka's intentions ought to be 
judged on further scrutiny of how 
the team handled the material 
collected by it. Did it want to 
present the facts to the world as the 
team fo und them? Or did it want 
to cause a sensation by highlighting 
certain facts and hiding others? Did 
the team try to verify the shocking 
claims made by some of the 
interviewees or did it allow the 
more explosive claims to re ma in, 
kn ow in g fu ll y w e ll that th e 
interviewees were ly in g? Some of 
l lw cln im s we r t-> hl <11-c"i llll v fil ls t>. 
Wha t did th e T\'he lkil team d\l to 

1 .. - 1 ., · I "'l '1'1 .l; I ... , , 

l)bv iu us ly check b<1c l-. w ith 
mali g n ed leo d e rs lik e G eo rge 
Fernand es, Yeshwa nt Sinha, 1:3rajes h 
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Mishra, Ranjan Bhattarcharya, et al. 
Such checks might have exposed 
the team pre mature ly but did it 
check th e public records to verify 
facts? 

The Tehelka team almost 
ruined the careers of many persons 
jus t o n the ba s is of somebo dy 
bragging about what they could ge t 
done through su ch p e rs o ns! 
Remember the Kapil Dev tapes 
publicized by Manoj Prabhakar for 
the same tehelka .com . Was Kapil 
Dev not exonerated by the CBI? 

Is a journalist justified basing 
his findings on unsupported gossip 
(that is unknowingly recorded) and 
damage the reputation o f any 
person? Normally, sworn affidavits 
are reco rded in such cases to 
safeguard journalistic probity. In 
this case, loose talk was let loose to 
attack high officials. We are familiar 
with groups of persons in the 
comfort of priv a te gatherings 
indulging in wild gossip ranging 
from politicians' lives, film stars' 
scandalous behaviour to cricketers' 
betting habits with apparently the 
fullest aut h ority of perso nal 
knowledge. Sh o uld jo urn a li s ts 
publici ze these as evidence o f 
wrong d oing? The affected persons 
should take Tehelka to court or at 
least to the bod y which seeks to 
regulate the electronic media. 

Political Reactions 

The reac ti on of oppos iti on 
parties, pa rticularly the Congress, 
to the Tehelka tapes was not 
surprising. The Congress thought 
that it had got a weapon to bring 
down th e Government. That the 
Congress was desperc1te enough to 

grab nny oppPrtunity tn bring down 
the c_;,,vc rnm~ n t 11.1 :-. Wl: ll knu11' 11. 
Wh<J t i l Cl >ul d h<!V<J l t>~ iti ma t t> l v 

e.\~'ecleu 1\'.l:, l lldl l ilt.: LlldllliUll 

governme nt woul d collnpse in the 
wake o f the Tehe lb s hoc k. Once 
this di d no t hoppe n, it went to the 
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ridiculous extent of d emanding the 
Government's resignation. The 
Congress when in power, had faced 
such scandals without even 
instituting inquiri es into th e 
a II ega tions, refused to debate the 
issue in Parliament o r trust an 
Inquiry Commission to arrive at the 
truth. Its insistence on the 
Government's r es ignati on and 
reg is tra tion of FIR are too lame to 
stand scrutiny. To say that what is 
seen on a video film d oes not 
require any inquiry is an 
irresponsible assertion . Even self­
confessed murderers are allowed a 
trial after due inves tiga tion . H ow 
can you ask a Government to resign 
because some dubious middlemen 
have dropped names of Ministers 
and senior Government Officers in 
their tall claims of being wheeler­
dealers? Or because some army 
o ffic e rs have turned out to be 
corrupt? At this rate, no State or 
Central government can ever 
function. Witness the recent scenes 
in the Maharashtra Assembly! Let 
the Congress act as a responsible 
oppos iti on party and not like a 
p e tulant child , asking the 
government's res ignation one day 
or the formation of a JPC the next 
day! There is competition in mud­
slinging which will become worse 
if mere allegations start bringing 
d own governments. 

Oth e r n ppo siti o n par ti es 
g leef ull y joined hand s with the 
Congress to obstruct Parliament. To 
what depth the values o f 
p a rlin me ntar y demo cracy have 
sunk! Since the Government wants 
a discussion o n the issue, the 
oppos iti on should b e happ y to 
ex pose the government's negligence 
and not bloc k pnrliame ntnry 
J.'rP,' Pd u rt'" I J,>w t lw Spp;Jk e r 
il li i>W 'i this <lnd d• 1e:- nnl suspend 
,, - ' ' • ~ "' • ., I ,. , ' 

' -
In ,1 ny c.1 s~, c1 ll thi s t1rl1Ves w hy 
demucrntic proc ticcs ore s till foreign 
to us. 



The Sangh Parivar 

While th e reac ti on of th e 
op position par ties was predictab le, 
th o u g h inexc usa bl e, th e Sa n g h 
Pa riva r 's was no be tter. Its recent 
propensity to speak out on a ny a nd 
a ll subjec ts, is becoming its undoing. 
The pre-Suda rsha nji Sangh might 
have waited, demurred and allowed 
the iss ue to take its norma l lega l 
course. The current Sa ngh prac tice 
is to jump in w ith bo th its feet. The 
d escription of Ba nga ru Laxman as 
a fai led s tudent (swayamsevak) was 
rea li s ti c e nou g h , but so m e RSS 
lea ders ques tioned the competence 
of the PMO's fun ctionaries. That 
they had a bias aga ins t some PMO 
officials was well known but to use 
the Tehelka episod e to exhibit this 
bias w as unpard onable. Since they 
ca nno t a ttack the PM, the Sa ngh 
fun ctionar ies are u s ing the PMO 
offi cia ls as whipping boys. 

Progn os is 

I t is hi g h time, b a la nced 
minds and objective th inking ca me 
to the fo re. The Tehelka tapes have 
ex posed a wea kness. All par ti es 
toge th er mu s t seek re m ed ies to 
contro l the virus of corrup tion . It 
ca nno t be to ta ll y e rad ica ted. No 
civiliza ti o n has s u cceed ed in 
eradica ting the evi l. [t is the ba ne 
of the human species to be greedy, 
u nethica l and immora l. Wha t can 
be d one is to make it c lea r th at 
corrup tion \•Viii have a heavy p rice 
to pay. Corruption shoul d inv ite 
so cia I co nde mnat io n a n d !ega I 
penalty. It should no t become a n 
accepted n orm . T he g rea te r th e 
powe r e ntru s ted to a n off icia l, 
greater should be the vigilance over 
h im . Th eo re tica lly, chec ks a nd 
ba la nces are put in p lace bu t w ho 
checks that the checks are no t by­
passed ? This is a nati onal problem 

w hich, canno t be solved by ousting 
one Governm en t and bringing in 
ano ther. The ea rlier this is realized 
by a ll politica l parties and social 
orga niza tions the better it would be 
fo r the country. 

MR. ASHOK V. KA RNIK wa s a se nior 
offic e r (re td .) in a ce ntra l governm ent 
secu rity orga nisa tion . 

"The men who create 
power make an ind ispensable 
contribution to the nat ion 's 
greatness . But the men who 
quest ion th e powe r make a 
contribut ion just as 
indispensable for the 
determination whether we use 
power or power uses us." 

- J. F. Kennedy 

POWE91NG INDIA'S GROWTH for 
MORE THAN FIFTY YEARS 
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The Union Budget- 2001 
Promising & Inspiring - But is it Credible? 

S. S. Bhand are 

In a manner of speaking , every Indian citizen has, a burden of internal debt of 
about Rs.11 ,330 and debt servic ing obligation of about Rs.2,230. 

The Union Budget this year 
is positive, promising and inspiring. 
But in the matter of a few days the 
lus tre started waning. Two 
devastating events are responsible. 
First, the financial tremors in the 
stock markets, the dimensions of 
whose damage to investment 
sentiments are difficult to gauge at 
this stage. The other and, perhaps, 
even more serious, is the 'crisis ' o f 
credibility of political governance 
arising from the tehelka.com expose 
on corruption in high places . 

Not a Scene to Cheer 

For the past four years, the 
Indian economy in genera l and 
industry in particular have become 
victims of under-performance. 
Witness the annual average real 
GOP growth of just about 6% during 
1997-2001 in contrast to 7.5 % 
achieved in the three year phase 
1994-97. In particular, industry is 
experiencing high volatility in its 
growth trends. In the mid-nineties, 
there was tremendous exuberance 
in business and industry circles with 
respect to the prospects of scoring 
double-digit growth on a sustained 
basis. But somehow this has become 
elusive. The agriculture sector, 
despite the so-called consistency of 
a favourable monsoon, has suffered 
a negative growth for the last two 
yea rs consecu ti vely. A sense of 
despo n d e ncy is p e rvadin g the 
investment clima te . Indeed , a t the 
macro leve l, the ra ti o of inves tment 
to G DIJ is s li di ng. 

Th e fi sca l strain s hav e 

co ntinu ed unabated. This is 
reflected no t only in the high leve l 
of fiscal deficit, which worked out 
to Rs.l,11 ,972 crores or 5.1 'Yo of GOP 
in the revised es timates for 2000-01 , 
but also in the reduced resources 
avai lab le for spending on necessa ry 
capital and Plan programmes in the 
economy. More worrisome has been 
the ever-growing burden of internal 
debt of the Central Government 
alone, which in the last five years 
has almost d o ubled to over 
Rs.1,163,335 crores or the equiva lent 
of 53% of the GOP. The total debt 
servicing obliga tion of the Central 
Government in 2000-01 works out 
to Rs .228,955 crores, o f which 
interest payments of Rs.100,667 
crores take away 48.8 % of revenue 
receipts. In a manner of speaking, 
every Indian citize n has , thu s, a 
burden of internal debt of about 
Rs.11,330 and debt servicing 
obligation of about Rs.2,230 . 

The only significan t positives 
of economic performance during 
2000-01 w ere : (a) An impress iv e 
20 % growth in expo rts, which 
together with the mob ilisa tion of 
India Millennium Depos its , has 
helped the country accumulate 
huge forex reserves of over$ 42 bn. 
(b) The bui ld-up of massive food 
s tocks of 45 mn . tonnes, even in the 
wake of a s i?. eab le drop in 
foodgra ins production during 2000-
01, thus ofiering s trong supply side 
support for the economy. In a sense, 
vve are ex pen e nu ng il pa radux o t 
plenty in the mid st o f paral ysis o t 
p o licy implementa tion. The po li cy-
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make rs are clueless about how to 
deploy the 'surplus' forex reserves 
in d evelop menta l activities, and 
'excesses' o f food in mitigating 
poverty and und er-nourishment -
th e bane of India's economic 
planning for the past many decades. 

T he Six-Fold Objectives 

The reformist budget was 
perceived by most experts as well 
as by Indian industry to transform 
all s u c h worrisome features. 
Unfortuna tely, the confidence level, 
be it of consumers, investors or 
businesses, now appears to have 
been shaken. Consequently, 
damage control measures by the 
Government will have to be swift 
and effec tiv e to regain the lost 
momentum. The Bud ge t seeks to 
achieve the following objec tives: 

• Speeding up agricultural sector 
reforms and better management 
of the food economy. 

• Intensification of infrastructure 
investment, continued reform in 
the financ ia l sec tor a nd capital 
m arkets , and de epening of 
structura l reforms. 

• Human d evelopment through 
better educa tional opportunities 
and prog rammes o f socia l 
security. 

• Stringe nt co n tr o l o f non­
productive ex p e nditur e, 
ral" iona li s<lli C1 n of subs idies and 
improve ment in th e quality of 

..- ., .,.,.., , .., .... .... 1 ,,, • • , ,., , ... ,4;t,,r ,::a 
,, ' 

• AccelerLltion of the pri vatisa tion 
process a nd restructuring o f 
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• 
public enterprises. 
Revenue enhancement through 
widening of the tax base and 
administration of a fair and 
equitable tax regime. 

The Strategic Framework 

All these are no doubt well­
meaning objectives and they 
epitomize a medium to longer term 
perspective for the future direction 
of the economy. Indeed, it is 
imperative that every budget 
instead of seeking to re-define such 
objectives, must provide a 
sustainable framework of policy 
implementation. However, to begin 
with, what is the new policy 
framework set out in the budget for 
realising various objectives? 

Policy Framework of Budget 2001 

Firstly, the Finance Minister 
has sought to place the reforms 
agenda centre-stage. This comprises 
not only a strategy for agriculture 
and infrastructure development, 
but also encompasses capital 
markets and financial sector 
reforms, including capital account 
liberalisation . There are also 
proclamations regarding sector 
specific structural reforms with the 
emphasis on the pursuit of overall 
industrial restructuring . Illus­
tratively, with a view to 
encouraging free inter-state 
movement of foodgrains and 
agriculture produce, it is proposed 
to review the operation of th e 
Essential Commodities Act, 1955 
and remove many of the restrictions 
imposed through it. 

Likewise, in the case of the 
power sector, it is proposed to 
introduce an Elec tricity Bill 2001 , 
w hich, apart fr o m ensuring th e 
re~tora ti on of the finan cial viab ility 
o f State Elec tricity Board ~, will set 
U LL[ ma Jor mil e~ l o n es tor power 
sector reforms. Further, to fa cilita te 
industrial res tru cturing, i.1 num ber 
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of vexatious provisiOns through 
appropriate amendments to the 
Industrial Disputes Act as well as 
the Contract Labour Act are 
proposed to be reviewed and 
removed where necessary . How­
ever, a n1ajor weakness of the 
budgetary strategy is that the 
responsibility to effect legislative 
changes have been passed on to the 
Cabinet Ministers concerned. Given 
th e poor cohesion among the 
partners of the Government, one is 
skeptical of the effective and time­
bound implementation of most such 
tough second generation reforms 
which are admittedly tough. 

Yet, another vital aspect of 
the budgetary strategy is the long­
pending concern for fiscal 
consolidation. The Fiscal Respon­
sibility Bill is already under the 
consideration of a Select Committee 
of Parliament. At this stage, it needs 
to be pointed out that the combined 
fiscal deficit of the Central and State 
governments is placed in the region 
of 10% of GOP. This massive fiscal 
deficit eloquently reflects the poor 
fiscal health of the country. Further, 
in the wake of the enormous non­
Plan expenditure compnsmg 
interest pa y ments (Rs .112,300 
crores), defence (Rs.62,000 crores), 
major subsidies (Rs.29,801 crores), 
and salaries and pension burden 
(over Rs.48,000 crores) in 2001-02, 
th e re are basi c co n s tra ints o n 
effective expenditure management. 
While a series of initiatives to tackle 
the intractable problems of 
expenditure control deserve acclaim, 
these should no t become merely 
symbolic gestures. Government 
should not only reduce the size of 
the bureaucracy at the rate of 2% per 
annum in the nex t five yea rs, but 
a lso go beyond to initiate various 
o th e r cha nges to b rin g abo ut a 
rp~pnns i vt> adminis tr<1tive s tru cture. 

Weak Grow th Prospects 

Wha t are the li kely grow th 
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drivers in the post-budget economic 
scenario? 

• 

• 

First, there is a promise of 
raising the Central Plan 
expenditure by about 20% to 
Rs.130,181 crores in 2001-02. But 
this is conditional on the 
Government's efforts to 
mobilise Rs.12,000 crores from 
the proceeds of .PSUs' 
disinvestments. Further, much 
of the success in th e plan 
spending is determined by 
incremental budgetary support 
and the capacity of PSUs to 
generate internal and extra­
budgetary resources. On both 
these counts, recent experience 
is very disappointing. The 
promise-performance gap in the 
Central Plan as well as in the 
o ther areas of capital 
expenditure has become 
endemic. As a matter of fact, the 
role of the budget as a growth 
driver through its mechanism of 
capital and plan expenditure is 
diminishing very rapidly in the 
post-reforms period. In the 
quest for fiscal deficit reduction, 
the public sector-supported 
developmental activities are 
likely to be jeopardised even 
more in the current year. 

Second, the budget has sought 
to provide relief in the tax 
burden on personal incomes, 
corporate profits and dividend 
incomes. The consequential total 
net benefit is placed at Rs.5,500 
crores, while in gross terms, it 
is estimated in the range of 
Rs.8,000-Rs.1 0,000 crores. Such 
incrementa I incomes in the 
hands of assessees in a normal 
situation would stimulate either 
add itiona l co ns umptio n o r 
sav ings, thereby giving impetus 
to ind ustri, I recove ry and 
inves tm ent . But erosion in the 
1 cd ~ \', t: d il~t ui. l;l ~ ;,t · ..... L.~: .. o 

publi c and its consequ e nti a l 
d e nt o n th e prope ns ity to 



consume and invest is so 
ove rwhelming as to to tall y 
nullify the positive aspect of 
various tax reliefs and 
incentives. 

• Third, the budget has sought to 
enhance the affordability of 
some industrial products 
through reduction in special 
excise duties (e.g. passenger 
ca rs , two-wheele rs , etc .) or 
through benefits of accelerated 
depreciation (e.g. commercial 
vehicles, textile machinery, etc.) 
o r through sector specific 
support (e.g. textiles, food 
processing, etc.). Such efforts to 
lower the cost structure of 
industry through reduction in 
excise and customs on raw 
materials and intermediate 
products together with the 
softening of interest rates are 
most welcome. However, their· 
positive outcome would be lost 
to the industry particularly due 
to the negative real wealth effect 
caused by the violent 
fluctuations of stock markets. 

• Finally, lowering of interest 
rates on contractual savings 
(provident funds, small savings, 
etc.) as well as the other interest 
rates per se are imperative from 
the view point of promoting 
long-term investment in 
infrastructure projects. But how 
ca n we ignore their downward 
impact on consumptio n 
expenditure of the vast mass of 
the Indian middle-class? 
Combine this with the fact that 
there are tremendous efforts I 
quite independent of the 
budget, to d ow nsize th e 
orga nised industr y and very 
recently the banking sector. In 
o rder to protect th e futur e 
s tr ea m of in comes from 
lvt> ic';ll lv fix~'rl int•' r<><; t h P;.Hin•· 

fina ncia I asse ts, the poss ibl e 
respo nse fr o m th e a ffec ted 
households would be to ti ghten 

belts and increase the quantum 
of savings. 

Finally, wi th decelerating 
growth drivers from the domestic 
side of the economy, Indian industry 
needs to desperately search for 
ex ternal stimulus . In the last two 
years, impressive export 
performance has cer tainly come to 
our rescue. But we have a long way 
to go looking upon exports as a 
powerful growth driver, especially 
given the fact that the exports to 
GOP ratio is still well below one­
tenth of the economy . More 
in1portantly, there is a worrisome 
imponderable about the likely 
adverse impact of the global 
economic slowdown thanks to the 
rapid slide in the U.S. economy in 
the last few months. On current 
reckoning, -no other advanced 
economy (or even a major economic 
bloc), be it Japan, EU or South East 
Asia, holds out promise of making 
up for the US slack in the short-run. 

Conclusion 

All in all, the message is loud 
and clear. The Finance Minister may 
hav e prov id ed a wonderful 
budge tary strategy; and even the 
structural design of the second 
generation reforms may look 
equally very impressive. But this 
may not ensure incremental growth 
for the Indian economy in the short­
run . Systemic failure and th e 
absence of effective implementation 
of a series of proposed reformist 
programmes has already 
undermined the post-budget 
economic scene . Indeed, we now 
have to pray to the rain gods on the 
one side and restoration of some 
degree of sensitivity and sagacity in 
the political governance of th e 
country; on the other, to bring about 
a resurgence in the economy! 

MR. S. S. BHANDARE is an eminent 
economist and Consultant, Tala Services 
Limited. 

Statement about ownership and other particulars about Freedom First. 

Place of publication 

Periodicity of its publication 

Printer's & Publisher's Name 

Whether citizen of India 

Address 

Editor 's Name 

Whether citizen of India 

Address 

Name & address of 
individual who owns the 
newspaper and Partners or 
shareholders holding more 
than one per cent of the 
Capita l. 

Mumbai 

Quarterly 

J. R. Patel 

Indian 

285, Javji Oadaji Marg, 
Adenwalla Baug , Mumbai 400 007. 

S. V Raju 

Indian 

L/9/72, Tilak Nagar, Chembur, 
Mumbai 400 089. 

Indian Committee for Cultural Freedom 
3rd floor, Army & Navy Building , 
148, Mahatma Gandhi Road, 
Mumbai 400 001 

I, J R. Patel , hereby declare that the parttculars given above are true to the best of 
Il ly 1\ IIUIIVIC: U~C: Gi l ILl lJCIIC:I 

Dated 1st April , 2001 

Freedom First April-,Jnn.e 2001 

J . R. Patel 
Publisher. 

23 



Raymond presents its stunning range of fabrics, in a wide variety 
of colours, designs, textures and blends. All-wool, wool-rich, poly-wool blends and more. 

Whatever you're looking for, you're sure to find it with Raymond. 

The Complete Man 

Raymon~ 
41: .. 

J,mQ_.; 

! S I ~- C E 9 2 sl 

www . r aymondindia.com 



THE SOCIETY FOR THE RIGHT TO DIE WITH DIGNITY 
Affiliated to the World Federation of the Right to Die Societies 

When any organisation senses that its current 
strategy to achieve its objectives has reached an end 
point, it needs to re-evaluate its methods to meet the 
needs of achieving its objectives. No organisation can 
remain static in its approach as that would ultimately 
lead to its demise. Today, the SRDD finds itself in such 
a situation . 

To evolve further strategies, a meeting of the 
Executive Committee was held on May 12, 2001 . The 
committee attempted to outline the factors which were 
responsible. Many factors were outlined, but it was 
felt by all members that the single most significant 
one was the lack of awareness of the Society and 
its objectives amongst all levels of the social structure. 
After discussions, the following decisions were made: 

I. (a) The committee gratefully accepted the offer of the 
Ed itor of Freedom First journal to incorporate the 
Society's Newsletter in each of its quarterly issues. 
This would enable the message of the Society to 
be spread to a wider group of people than at 
present. It would also in some ways reduce the 
financial burden of printing and posting the 
Newsletter as it is done today. The Committee felt 
that even if there is some increase in the financial 
burden for the SRDD, the effort is worth it. This 
is the first experiment with the above proposal. 

(b) The second decision made was that a small 
booklet produced by the Chairman, Dr. B. N. 
Colabawalla should be published after it had been 
duly revised . Su ch a booklet is entitled a 
Reflections on Freedom of Choice - Dying with 
Dignity and Voluntary Euthanasia. The objective 
is to place before the reader in a simple and in 
an easily understandable language, some of the 
basic facets of the concept without going into 
the deeper psychological, metaphysical and moral 
aspects. The main problem will be the cost of 
such a booklet. It was felt that atleast a part of 
the money needed cou ld be mobilised through 
~nrno C:fl'"ln~'"'r~hir"c-
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(c) Th e third decision was to hold a one-day 
convention in November-December 2001 jointly 
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with the Indian Liberal Group in Mumbai to discuss 
some modalities of the concept. Details are being 
worked out. 

II. The Committee elected the following as members 
of the Executive Committee for the next three years: 

Dr. B. N. Colabawalla 

Prof. S. S. Yarde 

Mrs. Pareen Lalkaka 

Dr. Nagraj Huliogol 

Mr. Feroze Patch 

Mr. V. N. Khote 

Dr. N. H. Wadia 

Mr. S. V. Raju 

Mr. Arvind Deshpande 

Chairman 

Vice Chairman 

Hon. Secretary 

Jt. Han . Secretary 

Han. Treasurer 

Members 

The Committee empowered any two of the 
following to jointly operate the bank accounts and other 
financial issues: 

Dr. B. N. Colabawalla, Mrs . Pareen Lalkaka, Dr. 
Nagraj Huligol and Mr. Feroze Patch . 

Mr. R. Ramakrishnan 's appointment as Office 
Secretary was confirmed . 

Ill. Information for Members: 

After a rather prolonged period , the Society has 
been able to secure office space at Sassoon Building , 
1st floor, 143, Mahatma Gandhi Road , Mumbai 400001 . 
Tei.No.267 06 10 I 267 44 53. Members are advised , 
however, to continue communications C/o . Or. B. N. 
Colabawalla, A3, Ben Nevis, Bhulabhai Desai Road , 
Mumbai 400026. Tei.No.363 00 80. 

Overseas News: In the news letter EXIT , an interesting 
articl e titled "What is Voluntary Euthanasia" has 
appea red . Thi s article is o f interest as different 
defin itions of voluntary euthanasia have been quoted 
from literature on the subject To auote the author: 
"When we hear the phrase Vo luntary Euthanasia, 
people generally think o f two things: The active 
termination of life at the patient's request as it occurs 
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in the Netherlands or one of the Nazi extermination 
programmes of murder. Many people have beliefs 
about whether euthanasia is right or wrong , without 
being able to define it clearly. Some people take an 
extreme view, while many fall somewhere between the 
two camps. Dictionary definitions avail us a little, as 
there will always be a large group of people that claim 
it means something else ... Even extending the 
definition to include bringing about of this especially 
in case of incurable and painful disease hardly covers 
it ... This is the dilemma which faces all of us now. 
Should we as potential patients have the legal right 
to ask our doctors to help us die when the end of 
life is in sight and our suffering severe?" What the 
author says is worth a thought from all of us. 

Netherlands Legalises Euthanasia 

Policymakers and pro-euthanasia groups in the 
Netherlands voiced the hope that Tuesday's landmark 
decision to legal ize mercy-killing will encourage 
discussion on the controversial issue elsewhere 

The country's upper house of parliament defied 
thousands of protesters and voted by a clear majority 
Tuesday to legalize euthanasia, the first country in the 
world to do so, bringing into law a practice that has 
been tolerated here for over two decades. 

Demonstrators turned out in forc e earlier 
Tuesday to register their opposition to the bill , but most 
had headed home by the time of the vote - seen as 
a formality after the lower house overwhelmingly 
approved the bill last November - was taken . 

"I hope other governments will find the courage 
to enter into similar debate, " said Health Minister Els 
Borst after the senate voted 46-28 to make euthanasia 
legal. 

At present only Belgium has agreed on a draft 
law to legalize the practice, subject to parliamentary 
approval. The U.S. State of Oregon allows physician­
assisted suicide. 

"I feel glad because after 27 years we have finally 
achieved what we have been campaigning for," Rob 
Jonq uiere, managing director of the Dutch Vo luntary 
;:::U lllalla;,ld 0ul..ltjly \D'v'CS) , [u;__; ;-;c:uic1.::. uli~..., i; '"- 'vic.. 

" But I feel sympathetic toward ou r sister 

Thoughts About Dying 

There is but one freedom, to put oneself right with 
death. After that, everything is possible. I cannot force 
you to believe in God . Believing in God amounts to 
coming to terms with death . When you have accepted 
death, the problem of God will be solved - and not the 
reverse. (Albert Camus) 

Dying is more than a set of problems to be solved. 
The nature of dying is not medical, it is experiential. Dying 
is fundamentally a personal experience , not a set of 
medical problems to be solved . (Ira Byock) 

Dying is personal ... and it is profound. For many, 
the thought of an ignoble end , steeped decay, is 
abhorrent. A quiet proud death - bodily integrated intact 
is a matter of extreme consequence . (Justice Bremnan, 
Curzon Decision , 1990). 

(From Newsletter of EXIT Society) 

organizations in other countries because I know they 
are campaigning as hard. I hope this will be a great 
support to them," he added. 

First Reaction from abroad Negative 

Early react ion from abroad , however, was 
negative. 

Russian Health Minister, Yuri Shevchenko , 
interviewed by RTR state television , said the law would 
be wide open to abuse. " Imag ine an ill , old man 
induced to die with his belongings and small apartment 
taken from him. Th is is a great sin and we must not 
allow it," he said . 

The Illinois-based "Not Dead Yet," organization , 
a U.S. disability rights group, also condemned the 
action. "The Dutch experience with euthanasia is best 
described as one of increasing ca reless ness and 
callousness over the years ," it said in a statement. 

An influential Roman Catholic bishop in Poland 
also spoke against the new law. "Euthanasia allowed 
in one sphere .. , can slip out of control and embrace 
other groups of people - those unwanted and 
disabled ," said Bishop Tadeusz Pieronek , former 
secretary general of Poland 's episcopate. 

The Dutch believe legalizing euthanasia will clear 
up a fuzzy area of law which has left open th e 

., 'I • I f. -1 C .-, • .....,....,,,. .-1 ,.., .. 
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Doctors will still face prosecution if they fail to follow 
strict rules . The new law insists adult patients must 
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have made a voluntary, well-considered and lasting 
request to die, that they must face a future of 
unbearable suffering and that there must be no 
reasonable alternative. A second doctor must be 
consulted and life must be ended in a medically 
appropriate way. 

"It must be stressed how careful this whole 
procedure is," said Nicoline van den Broek Lamen 
Trip, leader of the liberal VVD party in the Senate which 
supported the bill. 

The Netherlands has a history of tolerance. It 

The Right to an Honourable Exit 

recently became the first country to allow gay couples 
to legally marry and adopt children . 

Jacob Kohnstamm, president of the DVES, said 
prior to the upper house ruling that he had received 
thousands of supportive letters and e-mails from as 
far afield as Britain, France, Belgium, Australia and 
the United States. "Someone has to be first. There 's 
nothing to be proud of and nothing to be ashamed 
of ... Within 25 years , most countries will have a 
euthanasia law," he said . 

(A Reuters Report dated April 10 from The Hague) 

Mr. N. Mukundan Pillai of Kallam in Kerala, filed a writ petition in the Kerala High Court at 
Ernakulam. The writ petition was filed under Article 226 of the Constitution of India 

(Power of High Courts to issue certain writs) . 

Petitioner is an Indian citizen and is 69 years 
old. Having taken B. A. Degree in Economics in 1953 
he became a teacher and later be took B. Ed. Degree. 
After his retirement as Head Master at the age of 55 
petitioner worked for three years as Principal of N. 
S. S. Public School , Thiruvananthapuram. Petitioner 
and his wife as well as their daughter and her family 
are leading happy lives. Petitioner is in good health , 
both of mind and body. Being an absolutely contented 
person who believes that all his duties and obliga­
tions in this life are over, petitioner has no further 
impetus to live any longer. Petitioner 's only desire in 
life is that he should have an honourable exit from 

· life while he is mentally and physically healthy. He does 
not want to live a life at the mercy of others when be 
is disabled and is a botheration. 

Though death is the only certainly in life , it is 
shrouded by the uncertainties of its time, place and 
nature. Thus man who otherwise would have had his 
mastery over death became a victurn of death . The 
legal incapacity of man, over and above his biological 
and moral limitations to choose the time, place and 
modus of his death makes man a helpless toy in the 
hands of a dreaded villain, namely death . With the 
advancement of science and technology, man has 
been able to pose challenges to death ; but no mastery 
can be established in the absence of the certainties 
about the time, place and modus of his death . A man 
who thinks that be has li ved enough and who is 
L..UtliCillt::U vvil; I ~ ,; ~ dl..l..UIIitJ;I~; IIIICII~ .:J Ill Iii~_..; .); IUU;~ ; IU Vc; 

the freedom to choose the time, place and mod us 
of his death so as to have an honou rable ex it from 

life. Such a freedom alone can embellish the enjoy­
ment of the freedom of life guaranteed and protected 
by the laws . It can be seen from history that in many 
societies , elderly people enjoyed the freedom for 
voluntary death. Nomadic communities developed 
such a custom to ensure greater efficiency for the 
younger generations by reducing the number of 
dependents on them. among the EskimQs the elderly, 
the week and the disabled have the option not to move 
along with the others in tune with the change in climate 
which Stengler calls as altruistic suicide . ancient 
civilisations like the Indian , prescribed the procedure 
to be followed for voluntary Death and offered 
arrangements for the same. The notion of Kaast 
yaathral Mahaaprasthaana needs to be understood in 
this sense. 

The chapter on "The Hermit in the forest" in 
Manu 's Code deals with the procedure fo r voluntary 
death. Accordingly a hermit may walk, fully determined 
and going straight on, in a north - easterly direction 
subsisting on water and air until his body sinks to rest. 
When a hermit has got rid of his body by one of those 
modes (drowning, precipitating, burning or starving) 
that was practised by the great sages , he would be 
exalted in the world of Brahma, free from borrow and 
fea r. Apasthambh a states that vo luntary death by 
starvati on was considered a befitting conclusion of 
hermit 's life. Jaina ascetics consider vo luntary death 
merito rious and practises even today. The concepts 

• -. ' ' · ' • · · r .. • 1 • .• :-1. ,...._ ,_ . - . r 
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Indian thinking . The fa il ure of Anglo-Saxon judic ial 
system and Western jurisp rudence to apprec iate the 
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distinction between voluntary death and suicide 
prepared the ground for misunderstanding the 
traditional and age old practice of voluntary death also 
as suicide; making a portion of our philosophical, 
religious and cultural heritage blurred. Unaware of the 
distinction between, voluntary death in India and the 
British notion of suicide conveyed by Lord Macaulay, 
the Law Commission of India 'discovered' {42nd Report 
1971) that suicide was permissible in some 
circumstances in ancient India. It recommended the 
deletion of section 309 from the Indian Penal Code 
that makes the attempt to commit suicide an offence. 
Following this though a Bill was introduced in the 
Parliament 1972 to amend Indian Penal Code to this 
effect it got lapsed. Confusion and ambiguity with 
regard to suicide , euthanasia and right to die is 
traceable in judicial decisions as well. 

Almost all the religions teach the DEATH is not 
the end of a man 's existence and proclaim the beauty 
of life after death. Hindu scriptures teach us about 
rebirth and proclaim that the eternal bliss is the union 
of the ultimate and the soul : Bramalmalkyam Njaanam 
Moksham. Judaeo-Christian religious teachings also 
hold that the dead will resurrect and there is life after 
death. Islamic teachings too view death as the end 
of worldly sufferings to re-unite with the ultimate power. 
It is only the materialists who treat death as the finale 
of man's life the same way as any other plant and 
animal organisms. Such thinking leads one to believe 
that life should be enjoyed till its natural end enacting 
the last stage sans teeth , sans eyes, sans ears and 
sans everything reminding the words of Shakespeare 
in King Lear. This in fact is man 's surrender to the 
universal process of nature namely degeneration and 
decay. It makes impossible for a person to donate 

are no possibilities but there are even legal hurdles. 
It may be pointed out that in executing capital 
punishment, State plays the role of a murderer. On 
the other hand, State enacts the role of a great pro­
tector of the sanctity of life inking away from persons 
the right to decide the time place and modus of their 
death . Moreover, the petitioner cannot envisage a 
situation whereby he seeks the mercy of others for 
his day to day existence, himself being bed ridden 
and incapable of sensible communication . Petitioner 
therefore holds that State should provide citizens with 
facil ities not only for treating ailments but also for happy 
comfortable death. Hospitals should not be mere anti­
death trep.tment centres. This is more so when state 
does not offer any useful facility for elderly citizens 
who are to live entirely at the mercy of others which 
cannot be taken for granted even from one's kith and 
kin . Demographic figures reveal that 10% of Kerala's 
30 million population is in the age group of 60 plus 
and that by the year 2002 AD it will be 20%. At that 
time 20% of India's old people will be in Kerala. For 
the social security of the aged the U.K. spends 90 
billion pounds while the USA 490 million dollars for 
the housing of the elderly. India's 100 million 60 plus 
would need Rs : 60,000 crores . With the enhancement 
of life expectancy in Kerala, thanks to different social 
factors the increase in the elderly population and their 
problems call for greater attention of the respondents. 
This is more so when a number of diseases such as 
Alzheimers, Parkinsons , malignancy, paralysis, etc . 
Keep aged people in disabled conditions for longer 
periods . Geriatric care has not yet become part of our 
medical concern and the elderly people are simply 
left to the sweet will and pleasure of the others who 
have very little time to spare for them. 

his bodily organs such as the heart, the eyes, the Petitioner therefore wants the state to offer in 
kidneys etc . as he does not need them any more. their hospitals facilities for comfortable death while a 
Our epics, mythology and history are full of narration person is healthy and to utilise his bodily organs for 
of the great lives of sadhus, snyasis and rajas who others instead of being buried or burned by others , 
opted for voluntary death. Santhanu's boon to his son sometimes even contrary to the wishes of the one who 
Bhishma was that he would die only when he willed . died . Establishment of a voluntary death clinic 
Thus Bhishma had the right to choose the time of his Mahaaprasthaana Kendra attached to every District 
death and thereby the place and modus also. Rama hospital with the facilities for comfortable death/ 
walked into the Sarayu and Sita allowed Earth to samadhi as well as the arrangement for examining 
swallow her as options for voluntary death. the voluntary nature of one's decision regarding his 

When a person lays down his life for the cause death and the preservation of his bodily organs fo r 
of the nation, he is a hero and his action is absolutely the benefit of others is necessary for the meaningful 
legal whereas for a person wllo wants to donate his enjoyment of the right to life guaranteed under the 
bod ily organs to another one who needs them, there Constitution . 

·:· 
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For more information on the SRDD, write to Dr. B. N. Colabawalla, Chai rman of the SRDD, 
A-3, Ben Nevis, Bhulabhai Desai Road, Mumbai 400 026 . 
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R eflections Serious and Facetious 

In Men1oriam - R. K. N arayan 

India , a n d th e 
w o rld of le tters, were 
orp haned by the dea th 
o f R. K. Na raya n. To a 
newe r ge n er a ti o n , 
h o n e d by th e 
transcon tinental success 
of Sa lm a n Ru s hdi e, 
Yikr a m Se th a nd 
Arundha ti Roy, he may 
appear a 'back number' . 
In fac t, it was he, who 

stormed the w orld of English le tte rs, when Graham 
Green e introduced him to H amish Hamilton, who 
b eca m e his first m a jo r publi sh er. G reen e w as to 
Narayan, w hat Yea ts was to Tagore. Th e generosity 
of th e British Es ta blishme nt, so m e tim es, is hig hl y 
commend able. Without Yea ts, Tagore n•ay no t have 
mad e it to the N obe l Acad em y. Na raya n may have 
la ng uished as a teacher o f En g li sh , in Maharaj a's 
Sc hool. ft is ironic to no te th a t, w hen he fa il ed in 
Eng lish, he took a year o ff to study it! Hi s private 
readings developed his s ty le, and d irec tly led to his 

Louella Lobo Prabhu 

try ing hi s ha nd a t crea tive work. 

The pos tman, who called, would commisera te 
w hen ye t one more p acke t arrived - w ith one m ore 
rejec tion slip . 

Ma lgudi, is to Na raya n, w hat Egd on Hea th, was 
to Thomas Hardy. He worked in the minia ture to crea te 
a wholly imagin ary town, w hich is more rea l, or fee ls 
more rea l, than the place where you live . Its nea res t 
equivalent is Mysore. Tha t is where his mind, his heart 
his ve ry soul lay. He ca m e to national fame, when one 
o f the Nag bro thers se riali sed his short stories over 

TV (Doordarshan). Jt was DO's most p opular seria l. 

As a nomina ted MP, the one issue he took up 
was the '"'e ig ht of a chil d 's schoolbag. Otherw ise, li ke 
Shabana Az mi, he was a politica l. He lived a lon g full 
li fe, up to the age of%. It is sad that he has gone, but 
hi s pass ing bea rs w ith it, the p lenitude of a life full 
of pe rsona l growth; th e ab ili ty to ta ke fa ilu re, w ith 
su ccess, and in the end , to be overwhelmed with a n 
amplitud e o f honours. 

S. M . Krishna Does A Marie Antoinette 
In her life (before she was beheaded), the Queen, 

w hen told tha t villagers w ere s tarv ing, sa id "Why no t 
give them cake"? Thus sounds Mr. Krishna's proposa l 
tha t p rovision shops w ill now sell beer and w ine, a long 
w ith grains, so tha t people can have quality liquor rather 
than ha rd liquor . I d o not believe in prohibition- for 
that dr ives 11 cnm mod ity undergmund , 11nd deprives 
an ,1d u lt co nsumer o f the r ig ht to choose . Howeve r, it 
is a d iffere nt m a tte r to make a co mm od ity free ly 
ava il ab le, espec ia ll y to th e yo un g. Mr. Kri s hn a, 
fortuna tely, has mod ified hi s proposa l, thoug h he has 
not dropped it. 

"Jesus Christ Supers tar" 

For th ose of us, w ho have not seen th is mus ic<~ ! 

abm11 d, or in the mujor citi es o f India, it w11 s <1 rcvclution 
to see it on th e sma ll sc ree n. Th e fir s t imp<~c t is o f 
Cl llilll';l l -;hrH' k 1\;Jf\c,l ,,( lhr• <'h :H ;lr' i <• r c, i<H ' ilf•ii n" ~- 1 l1'" 

M<1gda lcn are Afw-A mcriG111, even l'i l<J ll'. Ou r l r~dy 

d ews nn t appe<1r <~ t <1 ll. However, Mmy Mugdul en is 
ass ig ned <1 prin cipa l role in th is mu sica l. judas is the 

In the pas t, develop ments in th e South were 
ra dica lly d iffe rent fro m those in the North . This time 
(the second time around, vide the Moily Ta pes), Y.S. 
Ka uj a lag i, w as ca u g ht on ca m e ra acceptin g 
Rs.40,000/-. One must say o f him, as was sa id by an 
old Ind ia hand of the East India Company: "Gentlemen, 
I <1m ill11<1/ed by my o\\' n nwd erution". The ex pense 
o n the CP ngress Convention held in Ba ngalore recently, 
ra ises ques tions on its fundi ng. In his b udge t, the C.M. 
wa nted to prov id e beer a nd wine in ordinary shops. 
Woul d it be imagin a ti ve to say tha t there was som e 
n ex us? 

co unterpo int lo jesus. [ le does not u nders ta nd w hy, 
\\' hen lcsus h.1 s such <1 run foll ow in g, he does no t use 
il, e ith er for po\\' cr or muney . He v irt tw lly, see ms to 
t hi tlL fl .., ., ! 11 ~~· 1· •.1 • ! J ..,,, tP ·, ·· ~,.- ll' "'ll.. ,-.,,·,~ -' "', ·l ·-..inn r 1 l , ,np 

' 
before hll m<ln hi s l(ll')'. Till' mu s icu l ll ill )' Slilrts, rn ll11 
thl' Agony in th e gilrden, <~ nd it co mpresses th e w hole 
j es us s to ry into <ln en ca p s u lilted fo r m . A ll t he 
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characters look repellant. Even Mary Magdalen, looks 
like a modern hooker: exactly like what a man would 
expect of a whore today, in some cities of the Western 
world . Nonetheless, precisely because it is different, 
the musical exercises a powerful hold on the mind. 
The music is, in fact, "Hard Rock". The opening theme, 
"Jesus Christ Superstar" has a very catchy beat. But 
the most beautiful song, is sung by Mary Magdalen, 
and it must go down in history of contemporary music, 

The Forgotten Fixed Deposit Holder 
While the papers and magazines de tail the fa te 

of stock holders who los t their all in a rigged market, 
one category of people has received no atten tion or 
sympathy - the Fixed Deposit Holder. As Bank rates 
fall for borrowers, they also faJJ for depositors. These 
are conservative people, who did not fall for the 
blandishments of quick results. The rate has fallen from 
13 to 9.5 %. A loss of 33%. Those who go for fixed 
deposits are senior citizens, who need a fixed and secure 
income. Allied with the faJJ in the rates, is the impact 
of inflation, rendering a cautious saver, a fool for his 
pains. 

At a meeting of the KCCI, when I raised this 
point, suggesting that for senior citizens, those willing 
to make a deposit for 5 or 7 years, a more attractive 
rate could apply, as bankers would be sure of how much 

National Film Awards 

Several members of the jury resigned over the 
composition of the jury for the National Film Awards. 
These included the election agent of Sushma Swaraj 
in Bellary, the P.A. of Shotgun Sinha, and Raveena 
Tandon who campaigned for the BJP. Vyjayanti Bali, 
once a Congress MP, is now of the saffron persuasion. 
How can government awards be credible, if the jury 
is packed with members of the rulin g party or its 
minions? 

as an immortal Jove song. 

FinaJJy, for orthodox Catholics, the film ends 
with the death of Jesus on the Cross - but not the 
Resurrection . Thus, from a Christian point of view, the 
musical is una cceptab le theo logy. However, if one 
approaches the musical , merely as a piece of art, it 
leaves a powerful impac t on the viewer. 

they are holding Mr. Cheriyan Verghese said that it was 
the same rupee which was getting an interest. Mr . 
Kamath of the giant ICICI suggested that I ask the 
portfolio manager of the Bank, to see how my returns 
could be maximized. 

The attraction of the Fixed Deposit is that it is 
easy to operate; the days and amount of interest due 
are known; they can be encashed or used as security 
any time. The banking sector has one more problem: 
the number of people who opted for the voluntary 
retirement scheme (VRS). Many of them were competent 
officers at their peak, made victims of not so competent 
superiors. A large number of competent people, in their 
prime, are now rendered idle. New firms are not coming 
up fast; they do not have the "culture" of business. Most 
are wondering what to do, in their enforced idleness. 

Portrait of an MP 
One of our glossies figured a Bihar Member of 

Parliament, whom the police said, was on the police 
records for 30 offences. He correc ted them, he had 60, 
not 30 crimes, "to his credit" - but as yet, had not 
committed rape! How can Jaw-breakers be makers of the 
law? How do political parties give them tickets? 
Presumably in the belief that they can win the seat -
which this M.P. successfully demonstrated. 

Democratic government can be reconciled only with government of willing 
people , not with attempting to establish sovereignty over unwilling people. 

30 

The problem of government becomes difficult and so is the risk to a State 
increased when we gather into ourselves on the margin less than fully loyal 
people. It is not territory and forest that we acquire, but people, and if the people 
are not happy and willing to attach themselves to us , it would be good to let 
them remain apart as fr iends rather than create problems fo r ourselves by 
demanding loyalty and forcing obed ience on th em. 

Issued by The Rajaji Foundation 
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The Bangladesh Border Fiasco 
Not Just A Skirmish 

Nitin G. Raut 

It was not incumbent for India to demonstrate its overzealousness to pull 
Hasina's chestnuts out of the fire at the cost of India 's honour and dignity. 

The brutal torture and killing 
o f six teen Border Security Force 
soldiers by Bangladesh Rifles in the 
same way as Indian Prisoners of War 
were tortured by the Pakistani Army 
during the Kargil incursion is no t to 
be d is misse d as a local border 
skirmish but bears ominous signs of 
a larger terrorist game plan. 

If it was merely a ques tion of 
demarcating five or s ix kms. of the 
border out of 4095 kms. then the 
response of the Bangladesh Defence 
Rifles (BDR) was not only 
disproportionate but a grave breach 
of protocol when in normal 
circumstances such issues could have 
been resolved by Flag Meetings of 
Sector Co mm a nders of the tw o 
nations as has been the practice. 

It is unders tandabl e th at 
con s traints of diplomacy and 
international relations will not permit 
sabre rattling but the Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister Jaswant Singh 
were mis taken in their belief that a 
to u gh app roach wou ld upset 
Bangladesh Prim e Minis ter Sheikh 
Hasina ' s - a government fri endly 
with India- applecart in the country's 
general elec tions due in October. 

It was not incumbent for India 
to demonstrate its overzealousnes to 
pull Hasina's ches tnuts out of the fire 
a t th e cos t of Indi a's honou r and 
digni ty. A quiet and firm diplomacy 
,1t th e gove rnm en t level combined 
wi th a tough military response t<1 tlw 
HnR nr"'''"r"'J.l "' ".,._,,!, ~ '" ... ,., .... ,.,, . •! · 

ri g ht signzli s even if a p erso n li ke 
Kha leda Z ia were to be elec ted . Did 
no t Sheikh Hasina ma intain a s tudied 

silence on the BDR provoca tion and 
delink the political and dipl om a tic 
aspect to keep the doors open for a 
political resolution? 

After the 1971 Bangladesh 
liberation, Zulfiquar Ali Bhutto who 
had assumed the reins of a truncated 
Pakistan, brou ght of a diplomatic 
coup when he got India to sign the 
Shimla Agreement that recognized 
Pakistan 's locus in the Jammu and 
Kashmir Issue. The then Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi let go an 
excellent opportunity to hammer out 
a durable peace with Pakistan. 
In s tea d , Indira Ga ndhi a ll owed 
herself to be deceived by giving 
undu e consideration to Bhutto's 
domestic political fortune than 
interests of national security. Not that 
Bhutto o r a Pakis tan army general 
would have made any difference and 
indeed . Th e sam e blunder was 
repeated by former Prime Minis ter 
Rajiv Gandhi b y co mmittin g the 
Indian Peace Keeping Force in Sri 
Lanka to save its President 
Ja yaward e n e fr o m a n in te rn a l 
p o liti cal imbrog li o. O n bo th 
occasions, India neither asserted itself 
as a regional power nor succeeded in 
im provin g bil a tera l rela tions with 
eith er Pakis ta n or Sri Lanka. The 
b o rd er row with Bangladesh is 
perhaps a pointer in tha t direc ti on 
m ore so if pro- Pakis ta n e le me nts 
succeed in ge tting an upperha nd in 
Bangladesh . 

Among th e Opposi tion p<1rties 
T t; _ 1 ,. • 
• ••'-•·~•, , .._,.._.._, • • '- '" ' '' <lU\...11.... ',I\ L i L I I L 

bl> rd er row II'J S in sh<1rp contrn st tP 
their s tand on Tehelb. If the Tehelk<l 
issue was <1 ca use to paral yse 
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Pa rliamen t, the Ba ngladesh bord~r 
provoca tion ha rdly galvanized the 
Opposition to make an issue of such 
grave national concern. 

It mu st b e n o ted that Major 
General Fazlur Rehman, the BDR 
Commander is no t only considered 
pro-Pa ki s tan but is a pro duct o f 
'rnadrasas' (Islamic religious schools) 
- th e In s titute which spawns the 
Islamic terrorists, who have launched 
a 'jehad' in Jammu & Kashmir and 
elsew h e re in India . Th e BDR's 
adventurism has its nexus with 
Bangladesh 's domestic politics. It is 
nlso the handiwork of som e anti­
India n forces in league with rogue 
elements in BDR and the lSI. The 
political g raffi ti left behind by the 
BDR soldiers, " Long Live Khaleda 
Zia" show their politica l preferences. 

In terms o f prosp ec ts of 
bilateral rela tions between India and 
Bangladesh, what does it sugges t? 
Bangaldesh may not be a match for 
India either economically or 
militaril y. But a weak country cannot 
be less threa te ning . The border 
adven turism may be just the tip of the 
iceberg. There is every possibility that 
such rogue elements in Bangladesh 
Arm y will push Is lamic terroris ts 
across the border with the aid of the 
lSI. Given th e porous borders and 
insurgency in the North-East, it is not 
far-fe tched to believe tha t Pakistan is 
ta rge ting lnd o- Ha ngla borde rs. The 
Ulld bdt •d illehal im mi g ra ti o n o f 
Ha ngbde:-;h is h<Js caused an unnatural 
bl\.1\\ lll \ll l l \ 1f-'l.Jld lldll Ill lllt' 1\/U llii -

EnS l. lnd i<l will the n hc~v e a major 
lL:rro ris t pl'()b lem in North -East than 
th e present s plintered te rro ri s t 
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insurgency. Therefo re, India has to 
prepare itself for a long drawn out 
Pakistan-sponsored terrorism in the 
North-East. 

The problem of Bangladeshi 
illegal immigrants ha s assumed 
menacing proportions in many parts 

o f India . If it is not tackled on a war 
footing India has a major p roblem on 
hand. Unabated illegal immigration 
by Bang ladeshis coupled with such 
border adventurism have all the 
ingredients of an explosive security 
problem fatal to India . If not, th e 

A Blundering Response 

North-East will face th e same 
problem as Jammu & Kashmir. 

Mr. Nitin G. Rau t is an advoca te, a 
freelance w riter and a member of the 
Advisory Board of Freedom First. 

Eustace D ' Souza 

Firmness is the need of the hour and perhaps we need to draw a lesson 
from the Americans when a spy plane with 21 crew aboard force landed 

on Hainan Island. The American reaction was immediate and strong. 

lt is to be noted that when the 
Tehelka team uncovered rampant 
match fixing by our worthy cricketers, 
the dispensation in power promptly 
handed over the investigation to the 
CBI as a result of which many heads 
fell. But not so in the Tehelka 
disclosures where the Government 
continues to procras tinate, for its own 
survival. 

Mr . Brajesh Mishra, our 
vaunted National Security Adviser 
showed no concern for the 16 BSF 
personnel who not only los t their lives 
but whose bodies were returned in 
mutilated condition by the muscle 
fl ex ing Bangladesh Rifles . Was the 
National Security Council asleep as it 
was during the Kargil intrusions? Was 
this no t another example of an 
intelligence failure? Is it not time for 
Parliament to demand the revamping 
o f the NSC to be headed by a 
responsible indi v idu a l who 
understands the nuances of national 
security and who has just thi s one 
charge? Rumour has it that K C Pant, 
an experienced MP, is being tipped for 
this post and this may well explain 
why he has been appointed front man 
for the Government in the proposed 
talks to resolve th e Kashmir issues 
during the ongoing cease fire . 

Corruption in the Army 

To r eve rt to th e Ar m y 
involvement tn th e Te he lka 
di scl o ures. Is it no t s trange that none 
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has bothered to comment on the 
immediate reaction of our low key but 
highly cerebral Army Chief General 
Padmanabhan for instituting within 
48 hours a high profile Court of 
Inquiry hea ded by a res p o ns ibl e 
Lieutenant General and two Major 
Generals? At the time of writing, just 
a few minor witnesses remain to be 
examined . The Court of Inquiry will 
submit its findings to the Adjutant 
General by end-April who will have 
it examined for any legal implications 
before recommending to the Chief that 
a bonafide case exists. The Army Chief 
will then dispassionately scrutini ze it 
before o rd erin g a Summary of 
Evidence to be recorded based on a 
charge sheet drawn up by the Judge 
Advocate General, before a General 
Courts Martial is o rdered and the 
accused, hopefully, cashiered from 
service. General Padmanabhan has 
di splayed hi s keenness to ensure that 
the trad itiona l values of discipline in 
the Army are upheld; this is apparent 
from the news tha t two more Major 
Generals are unde r di s missal for 
cer tain misdemeanors bu t in no way 
linked to the Tehelka scam. Let us not 
forget that the Army Chief is not so 
bothered at the extent of the amoun ts 
invo lved in the Tehelka sca m but the 
princip lt> .111d tlw violati t1 n o f th e code 
o f condu ct expec ted of every Offi cer . 

Reverting to the Kan g lad es h 
blunder that one pic ture cap tured by 
;m alert pr ' SS pho tograph er whoever 
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he is, says i t all - the body of a BSF 
Jawan slung by his hands and feet to 
a bamboo pole like an animal being 
taken to s laughter. By what stretch of 
imagina tion can Bangladesh, with its 
alleged sense of Bengali culture, resor t 
to such a crude expression of human 
behavior? The confusion that exists in 
the country as to how best to handle 
such a situation, w hich should not be 
permitted to esca late for the s imple 
reason that we just cannot afford to 
have three hostile powers on our 
borders, needs no elaboration . 

ls there a hidden agenda in 
Bangladesh? To what extent is the 
infam o u s lSI been be hind thi s 
unfor tunate episode? Is it to deflect 
attention from J&K where, due to late 
snowfall, the passes on that border 
continue to remain closed? Or is it a 
local issue in this neighboring country 
where elections are about to take place 
and there is a danger of Sheikh Hasina 
being replaced by the fund amentalis t 
Begum Zia? Surely that is a local 
matter. 

Weak-kn eed Response 

Our gu t reaction in this 
incident runs to type and the operative 
word is obfusca ti on in w hich we are 
maste r s . We w e re qpinel ess in 
handling the lAC hijack issue, wi th 
ou r o th e rwise e ffec tiv e Fo reig n 
Minste r flyin g down to Ka b ul l o 

nego ti a te w ith the Taliban. We were 
equa ll y w eak -kn eed in th e Ka rgil 



intrusions when we m eekly p ermitted 
the Pakistanis to withdraw fro m the 
Kargil heights to the extent of allowing 
them ex tra time to do so, resulting in 
the loss o f more of our troops through 
mines planted during the withdravval. 

Why, Why, Why ... 

Wh y s h ould th e largest 
d emocracy in the world with capable 
armed fo rce succumb so meekly? One 
was s urpris ed to Jea rn that th e 
pra gmatic Ja s want Sin g h , n ow 
wearing the addi tiona! hat of Defence 
Minister mis led the agitated Raj ya 
Sabha on the lates t incident? Why was 
th e H o m e Ministe r und e r w hose 
jurisdiction the BSF fall s remain silent 
while the Home Secre tary Pandey, the 
DC BSF and the Foreign Secretary 
make contrary s tatem ents? If thi s is 
no t an attempt to obfu scate the issue 
what is? The Home Minister has no t 
bo thered to v isit the scene inspite of 
the fact that the BSF comes under the 
H o m e Ministry. No Government 
representatives could be seen among 
the BSF Jawans at the cremati on site. 
Even the families were kept in the 
dark by the authorities that their loved 
ones like Shri Monda! were n o more 
and they only came to know about it 
through the media . Have w e los t our 
sense of basic va lues? 

On e lea rn s that th ere is a 
division among the officers o f the BSF 
between those who belong to the BSF 
cadre and o thers in m ore senio r ranks 
from the IPS cadre. This could possibly 
ex plain th e Gl!'tta! planning o f thi s 
operation, apart from the to tal la ck of 
intelligence. General Roy Chowdhury, 
form er Army C hie f and n ow Rajya 
Sabha MP very ri g htly said that he 
wns s hocked to lea rn that the p a trol 
was no t in contac t with the battalion 
HQ us they bud no w ireless se ts and 
th a t a rese rve fo rce h ad n o t bee n 
ea rmarked. How th e n co uld th e re 
ha ve been ;1 qui ck counter act ion? The 
)O l' .- ~d lll\ l' J fP I lhi :-. U J!lc!,\li\Jil 1\'Cic !H li 

ne iV to th e ,1rea. Th ev were dr ,l">\ ' 11 
"n olll 

derloyLd un bo rd e r d uti es. S1l the 
th eo ry lh,l t th ey ma y h;1 vL' l o~ t the1r 
Wil)' is no t te nabl e. T he li s t o f 

avoidable blunders is endl ess. What 
now needs to be d one by a reac tive 
Government that should be proactive 
in s u ch matters , especi a ll y in th e 
sensi tive area o f na tional security? 

A ri s in g fr om the Te he lka 
disclosures, there sho uld be g reater 
transpa rency in the acqui s iti o n o f 
d e fe n ce equipment. Lik e th e 
declaration of p erson a l asse ts, th e 
names of all those involved in d efence 
purchases b e th ey p o liti c ian s, 
bureaucra ts o r o ffi cers of the Armed 
Forces, the people of India have a right 
to kn ow who they are. In the case o f 
the Arm ed Forces, e ither there is a 
Govern m ent ban on A rm ed Forces 
re tired officers acting as middl eme n 
o r agents o r their names should be 
made public . The appointment of such 
serv ing o ffi cers in w hose hand s such 
purchases li e including the technicul 
asp ec ts, m ust be ca refull y-scrutinized 
by a vigilance cell and their life s tyles 
discreetly monitored . Deterrence is the 
name of the game. Pay-offs there will 
always be for so long as the powerful 
arms lobby ca ll s the sho ts. Individuals 
dealing in suc h matters mu s t be 
r o tated at reg ul ar inte rval s. It is 
understoo d that th e A rm y ha s 
appointed an Inspec tor General Army 
in th e rank of ;1 se ni or Lieutenant 
Gene ra l wh o w ill functi o n 
independently of Arm y HQ to oversee 
It· i,;tics . If thi s is so then it will be an 
infructuous assignment as in military 
terminology, logis tics covers items like 
rations, POL, clothing and equipment. 
Ro th er , it s hu uld b e th e ln ~p e c tor 

General Army (l'rocurement Cap ital 
Equipment) . But is such slot essential 
o nce a C hief of Defence Stuff (CDS) is 
appointed ? 

This then leads one to the nex t 
r ecommendation. Why is th e 
Gove rnment dilly -doll y in g in 
,l nlw un c ing the n;Jme tlf th e first 
in cumbe nt of thi s imp n rtan t 
.l ,;,; ig nm t> nt? At tl! H ' 1wr ind r ~'c,_, nH \ · 

tlw n;llllL' of 1-\dmir;J] S11 ;; h il Ku m ;lr 

cLl il v. I k is th e sc nil lr- m, ,s t tl f th t· 
thn'l' C hids ;1 ncl a lth oug h fr" m th e 
rc lati H· ly ~malin o-en·i L·e th e Nil \')', it 
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will se t a hea lthy precedent.Once the 
CDS is appointed it is learnt that he 
will have a Vice C DS (VCDS) and a 
Deputy CDS (DCDS) from the o ther 
two serv ices. One o f them could well 
handl e the duti es o f th e prop osed 
Inspec to r Genera l Arm y. The sooner 
the CDS sys tem is introduced the 
better so tha t security concerns can be 
addressed ex peditiously. 

The nex t majo r s tep tha t must 
be taken is to revamp th e Na ti ona l 
Securit y Coun cil. As a fir s t step it 
s ho uld be h ea d ed by o ne who 
und e rstands th e ramifications of 
nati o n a l sec urit y in a ll its vari e d 
aspec ts a nd who w ears just tha t one 
hat . One o f its m os t imp o rtan t 
functi o n s will be th e acq ui si ti o n, 
collati o n a nd exped iti ous 
di ssemin;1ti o n of inte lli gence. The 
tra ck reco rd to date, as manifes t a t 
Kargil a nd now a lon g th e Ind o ­
Bangladesh b o rd e r has been 
lamentable. There is urgent need to 
improve intelligence ga thering, not 
only through the BSF but RAW and 
th e Hi g h Commission in Dhilka . 
Firmness is the need of the hour and 
p er hap s we n eed to draw a Jesson 
from the Americans when a spy plane 
with 21 crew aboa rd fo rce lilnded on 
Hilinan lsbnd . Th e reac ti on IVilS 
imm e diate and s tr o n g almos t 
bo rd ering on the hys terical, ri gh t from 
Presid ent Bush down to the s tr ee t 
cleaner in New York. Compare thi s to 
the s hocki ng lack o f concern for the 
16 BSF personnel killed in action and 
w hose bodie~ we re re turned as they 
wert' . We need to h<1ng uur heilds in 
shame at the ca ll ous attitud e o f the 
Governme nt to th ese deaths. The 
Tehelka Tapes have brought to light 
our s ho rtcomings in major d efence 
purchases, and remedial measures will 
hopefull y be t<Jken. But more than that 
th ey h;1 v e ope ned th e eyes of the 
p eop le to our ,;pin e le::;::; ;1 nd g utl ess 
reil c ti l'e <l c li l lll .~- Let u,; hupe that the 
H.1n~~ l. l tl {· .... h ii\!ltivr j-jd..,l\ • d\1~· :.; : ike 

l'.' iSl'. 

MAJ . GEN . (I{I~TD . ) E. IYSOUZA i s <~ 

d e fen ce a nalys t a nd a regular 
co ntribu to r tu Freed om First. 
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10· Enemies of Freedom 

The CP] has, on the occasion of World Press Freedom Day (May 3, 2001) named the Ten Worst 
Enemies of the Press for 2001, focusing attention on individual leaders who are responsible for the 
world's worst abuses against the media. This year_ repeat offenders Supreme Leader Ayatollal1 Ali 
Khamenei of Iran and President Jiang Zemin of China are joined by Liberian President Charles Taylor 
at the top of CP]'s annual accounting of press tyrants. 

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

Ayatollah Al i Khamenei 

Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei's fiery April 2000 
sermon against th e press 
inspired a n unsparing 
campaign of repression against 
Iran 's reformist media that 
continues to this day. To date, 
the conservative courts have 
banned more than 30 papers 

Charles Taylor, President of Liberia 

Charles Taylor 

Since he became president 
of this war-plagued nation in 
1997, Charles Taylor ha s been 
single-minded in clamping d own 
on the ind ependent press. He has 
jailed o utspoken journalists on 
trumped-up charges, censored 
some med ia outfits at will, and 
forced others o ut of business 

and jailed the country's best-known liberal journalists. 
When parliament debated reversing harsh provisions 
of Iran 's notorious press law, Khamenei stopped things 
cold, d ec laring that any easing of the rules was not 
" in the interests of the system and the revolution ." 
Today, the press law remains untouched, and at least 
nine journalists (including CPJ 2000 International Press 
Freed om Award winner Mashallah Shamsolvaezin) 
languish in jail. 

through Clbusive tax audits. The popular Star Radio 
was effectively banned in March 2000. Since August, 
at leas t eight journalists have been jailed in Liberia on 
baseless charges of espionage. In September, Taylor, 
known for his erratic and bloody tactics, pledged to 
become "ferocious" with loca l media that did not toe 
his line. Several papers immediately closed down and 
their staffs fled the country en masse. 

Jiang Zemin, President of The People's Republic of China 

Jiang Zemin 

Robert Mugabe 

Jiang Zem in presides 
over the world's m os t 
elaborate sys te m of media 
co ntr ol. Twenty- tw o 
jo urn alists w ere jni lt>d for 
th e ir work in China at lh t: 

en d ~,[ l c~ s l ye.11, 11Hl rt' th .tt l 

in a n v •llher l"ll Unlr v \tV<J rv 

o f the Interne t's potential power to break the state 's 
information monopoly, Jiang has poured hu ge 
resources into policin g online content. His ca mpClign 
to strengthe n " id eo logi ce1l conformitv" he1s led to 
closings or reorgani za tions Jt seve r<llmedia n utl e ts that 
h ,1d b e g~111 o pe ralin g with a d er.; rt> e nf l:' ditorial 
111 de pen de nce. 
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Robert Mugabe, President of Zimbabwe 

Robert Mugabe 

Robert Mugabe's 
government has launched an 
all-out war against 
independent media, using 
weapons that range from 
lawsuits to physical violence. 
Since January 1999, two local 
journalists have been tortured 
and two foreign corres-

Vladimir Putin, President of Russia 

Vladimir Putin 

Since taking office last 
year, Vladimir Putin has 
presided over an alarming 
assault on press freedom in 
Russia. The Kremlin 
imposed censorship in 
Chechnya, orchestrated legal 
harassment against private 
media outlets, and granted 
sweeping powers of 
surveillance to the security 
services. Despite Putin's 

pondents expelled, while the secret service screens e­
mail and Internet communications to preserve "national 
security ." Bomb attacks twice damaged the premises 
of the independent Daily News; the second bombing 
followed close on the heels of a call from Mugabe's 
information minister to silence that paper "once and 
for all. " Meanwhile, Mugabe makes liberal use of his 
courts to prosecute independent journalists for criminal 
defamation. 

professed goal of imposing the rule of law, numerous 
violent attacks on journalists have been carried out with 
impunity across Russia. In an ominous and dramatic 
move this April, the Kremlin-controlled Gazprom 
corporation took over NTV, the country's only 
independent national television network. Within days, 
th e Ga z prom coup had shut down a prominent 
Moscow daily and ousted the journalists in charge of 
the country's most prestigious newsweekly. Despite 
Gazprom's insistence that the changes were strictly 
business, the main beneficiary was Putin himself, whose 
primary critics have now been silenced. 

Carlos Castafio, Leader of the United Self Defence Forces of Colombia (AUC) 

Carlos Castano 

Even against th~ violent 
backdrop of Colombia 's esca­
lating civil war, in which all 
sides have targeted journalists, 
Carlos Castano stands out as 
a ruthless enemy of the press. 
The leader of the United Self 
Defense Forces of Colombia 
(AUC), the ultra-violent right 
wing para-military organi-

Leonid Kuchma, President of Ukraine 

Leonid Kuchma 

Leonid Kuchma's 
government has stepped up its 
habitual censorship of 
oppos iti o n newspapers a nrl 
increased a ttacks a nd threa ts 
_:"t 0 ,] i ~~ d ~ • p ...J ' ~.., ·.:" ' '. l 

journalis ts. The disa ppearance 
and presume d murd er of 

zation, Castai1o has been formally charged with 
ordering the 1999 murder of commentator and political 
satirist Jaime Garzon. His AUC has been implicated 
in the murders of at least four other journalists and 
at least one case of torture. Castano's vicious public 
relations strategy is to grant frequent interviews to 
journalists who defend his actions, while using violence 
and threa ts o f vi o lence to terrorize those wh ose 
coverage he dislikes. 

Internet editor Georgy Gongadze late last year brought 
the plight of Ukrainian journa lists into sha rp focus. 
Allegations that Kuchma himself may have directed 
th e t> limination of Gongadze sparked a political cris is 
th a t threatened to bring down his government, and 
, ... 1; ~ ...,,, ... ;,., ,.... ...... ; .... ,, ... . ............ .-11 , , .... , ....... , ... .. '"' '' r ,..,. j-f-o n1nf-c:: t f' 
I - • J J 

mu zz le publi ca ti ons th a t ca rri ed coverage critica l of 
the Congadze sca nd a l. 
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Fidel Castro, President of Cuba 

Fidel Castro's 

Fidel Castro 

government conti nu es its 
scorched-earth assault on 
ind ependent Cuban 
journalis ts b y inte r-
r oga tin g a nd detaining 
reporters, monitoring and 
inte rruptin g their te le­
phon e ca ll s, r es tricting 
their trave l, and routinely 
putting them under house 
arrest to prevent coverage 
of certain events . A new 

tactic of intimidation involves arres tin g journalists and 
releasing them hundreds of miles from their homes. 
Mea nwhile, foreign journa lis ts who write critica lly of 
Cuba are routinely denied visas, and ea rly this year 
Castro threa tened some internationa l news bureaus 
w ith expulsion from Cuba for " transmitting insults and 
li es." Cuba is the o nly country in th e Western 
Hemisphere that currently holds a journalis t in jail for 
his work. Bernardo Arevalo Padron continues to serve 
a six year sentence for reporting (news and comments) 
cri tica l of Castro and the Communist Party. 

Zine Al-Abdine B~n Ali, President of Tunisia 

Zine AI-Abinde Ben Ali 

For more than a 
decad e, Zine al-Abdine 
Ben Ali has- bro ught 
Tunisia's press to almost 
tota l submission 
through censorship and 
crude intimidation. 
Newspapers were 
closed. journalists have 
been dismissed from 
their jobs, d enied 

acc reditati on, put under p olice surveillance, and 
prevented from lea ving the country. Some have been 
subjected to physical abuse. With the exception of a 
few courageous journalists, the totalitarian tactics of 
Ben Ali's police state have produced one of the most 
heavi ly self-censored presses in the region, while his 
propaganda machine churns out endless paeans to the 
dictator's supposed achievements in democracy and 
human rights. Last year, incredibly, Ben Ali chided 
loca l journalists for self-censorship. "What are you 
afraid of?" the president asked. 

Mahathir Mohamad, Prime Minister of Malaysia 

Mahathir Mohamad 

Mahathir Moha mad is 
openly contemptuous of press 
freedom . He has manipula ted 
Malaysian media to cement his 
hold on power and has 
signaled plans to introd uce 
eve n more s trin gent co ntro ls 
o n a sev e re ly co nstri c ted 
press. Officials a r e now 
co nsid er in g legis la tio n to 

The Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) is a New 
York-based. independent, nonprofit organization that works 
to safeguard press freedom around the world . 

For more information , contact: 
Judy Blank, Media Director, phone: + 1 212 465 1004 x1 05 ; 
e-mail : info@cpj.org 

regulate the Internet, a crucial venue for independ en t 
news and opinion in a country where traditional media 
outl ets are overwhelmingly controlled by Mahathir 's 
po litica l allies. No toriously thin-skinned, the prime 
minister regularly d emonizes the foreign m edia for 
reporting news he considers unfair. This past year he 
used th e sta le's burci1 ucra ti c ma chin ery to rep e<J tedl y 
block the circulation of international news magazines 
that featured articles about Malaysia. 

Kavita Menon, Asia Program Coordinator, phone: +1-212-
465-1004 x140; e-mail: asia@cpj .org , Committee to Protect 
Journalists 
330 Seventh Avenue, 12th Floor, New York. NY 10001 . phone: 
212-465-1004, fax : 212-465-9568 , e-mail : info@cpj .org , web: 
http://wvNJ. cpj.o rg . 
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The Fanatic Taliban 
R. V. Chari 

The Taliban is a product of the Cold War -the clash of interests between the 
Americans and Russians in Afghanistan. 

Situated on the 8000-km. Silk 
route between the Central Asian 
heartland and the Levantine sea­
board, Afghanistan, about 1700 
years ago was a very flourishing 
nation . The Kushans, reigning 
during the 3'd and 4th centuries A.D. 
nurtured and nourishing one of the 
world's finest civilizations, 
borrowing heavily from a 
multiplicity of cultures - Indian, 
Chinese, Persian, Greek, Roman 
and Scythian. It became the focal 
point for scholars, sculptors, poets, 
physicians, philosophers and 
others. The coming into existence 
of cities like Bamiyan, Herat, 
Jalalabad, Kapisa, Kabul and 
Ghazni hastened the developments 
of the arts, especially sculpture and 
statues of Buddha, Hindu gods and 
other religious idols started coming 
up . At its peak, Bamiyan was a 
bustling city, with droves of camels, 
loaded with silk, jade and spices 
passing from one point to another. 
It was here that two of the tallest 
statues of Buddha, carved out of 
sa ndston es, until very recentl y, 
adorned the market place. Even the 
marauding army of Chenghiz Khan, 
which ravaged the city during the 
13th century, spared the statues . 

It takes years for the sculptor 
to carve out a magnificent statue. 
Havin g prepared a sketch o f th e 
image to guide him, he ca refull y 
se lec ts th e s tpne and hi s full 
attention is now focused on carving 
tlw <;ta tu P Th i-. i -. <T P nhi r -, ll v 

d esc ribed by Irv ing Stone in hi s 
biographical novel on Michelangelo, 
Tile Ago11y a/1(1 tile Ecs tasy . 

"He took the most ... to act" 

The statues and idols carved 
out by ancient sculptors were not 
just decorative showpieces 
adorning the market-place. They 
were meant to regulate, control, 
calm and tame the unruly mind 
swayed and swerved by emotions. 
Speaking about the Sphinx, Dr. Paul 
Brunton says in his book, A Search 
in Secret Egypt, "Fitly, this strange 
creature embodying the strength of 
a lion, the intellect of a man, and 
th e spiritual serenity of a god , 
quietly teaches the inescapable truth 
of the necessity of self-control that 
man's being may surpass the animal 
in him and tame it". The same view 
is echoed by Ranjit Hoskote in The 
Hindu: " ... for they (the statues in 
Bamiyan) were symbols of hope 
and resistance to the oppressiveness 
of the lower nature". 

The Taliban is a product of 
the Cold War- the clash of interests 
be tween the Americans and 

. Ru ss ia ns in Afghe1n is ta n . The 
Taliban's po licy has been to impose 
th e hars hes t laws throu ghout 
Afghanistan , snuffing out all forms 
of opposition; banning music and 
photograp hy ; closing down 
theatres, preventing women from 
taking up employ ment and 
preventing th e m fr0m m ov in g 
p ubli cly wi th o ut male esco rt. 
Women are also ex pec ted Lo uwe r 
themselves from he<1d to f0o t. Such 
<, h -'P.._, h 1\'t 1 n1 1f 1\ f f~h . 1 n i c...: I '1 P h -, , .. l~ h,, 

a fe \\' ce nturi es . The T ~1 l ib ,1n is 
<1hsolutely unf<~ze d by such t-r <~g i c 

deve lopm ents as malnutrition <1nd 
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starvation-deaths, with millions 
fleeing the country to nearby Iran 
and Pakistan. Instead of tending to 
the living-dead, the Taliban is 
vigorously pursuing a policy of 
demolishing innocuous statues, 
which have stood the test of time 
for centuries. In order to propitiate 
Allah and expiate for the delay in 
destroying the statues, the Taliban 
even ordered the slaughter of 100 
cows - the beef to be distributed 
among the poor. 

In some quarters, 
comparisons are being made 
between th e Babri Masjid 
demolition and the Taliban's 
destruction of the statues. This 
comparison is quite odious and out 
of place. The Babri Masjid 
demo lition was th e work of a 
section of Hindu elements which 
has been condemned in the very 
strongest terms by the public, 
including the Hindus. The ruthless 
demolition of the statues and idols 
is the handiwork of the present 
government in Afghanista n. This 
se nse less destruction of such 
ex quisitely carved statu es has 
invited the wrath and opprobrium 
of the whole world. The eminent 
Islamic scholar, Maulana 
Wahiduddin Khan terms it as "the 
d e-lslamisa tion o f Islam". Be tha t 
<1S it may, the fact is the na tions of 
the vvorld watch with impotent re1ge 
w hil t> 1\w Tc1liba n des troys w ith 
impunit y a p rice less herite1 ge. 

PI~ Of. tC V. C l ti\RJ i ~ J reti red tcnch cr of 
Commerce ~ nd MJnJgmenl and a freela nce 

v..rr il cr. 
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It's not as though we have anywhere else to go. 

She is our only home. If she dies, we die. 

Already, we have stripped her of her forests. 

Polluted her air and water. Blasted a gaping hole in 

her delicate protective atmosphere. 

If we continue to live the way we do now, then 

by the year 2025, about 75% of her rain forests will 

be wiped out. Over 50,000 species will be extinct. 

40% of her fertile land will be barren. Her rivers and 

seas will turn toxic. Her weather patterns will spin 

out of control. 

But if enough concerned, aware people act now, 

there is still hope. And what is called for is not 

heroic but rather very simple. 

TJ\TJ\ ENGINEERING 

Check your equipment and your processes 

regularly. Recycle waste products. Use technology 

that's environmentally sustainable. On an even 

more basic level , don't leave a tap running when 

you're not using it. Don't leave lights on when 

there's no one in the room. Write on both sides of a 

sheet of paper. Check your vehicle regularly. 

Recycle old plastic bags. Pool your car. 

Such simple things , we can all do them. We can 

all teach our children to do them. 

Start today. Because tomorrow, we may not 

have a planet left to save. 

G 
TJ\TJ\ 

Vehicks thlll de!wer on oniJswn nonns ahead oflegis!tuion. Manufacturing proussrs and design that preserve rhe environment. 
A hamtOJiiouJ co-exiJtmce with ecology. All p11r1 o[TATA Engin;eringj drive townrriJ n lmdrhier pbmet. 



Every Dean that goes 1nto Coorg Pure Coffee is· born from the freshness 

of Tata·s Coffee plantation - the largest and finest 1n Southeast Asia . 

All the mountain freshness of Coorg Country is brought out by the · Roasl-master. 

Roasted just right Ground and blended. with great care and high art . 

So when you taste a cup of Coorg Pure Coffee from Consolidated Coffee . 

you taste the sunshine. you taaste the mountain breeze. 

you taste the full dark poetry of pure coffee. 



Debate 
Preserving the Professionalism of the Armed Forces 

A dmira l Bhagwa t's a rtic le 
(Freedom First, January-March 2001) 
implies tha t no thing is ri g ht with 
the Governmen t w hich sacked him. 
Irresp ective of w hether his forced 
re tirem ent was jus tified o r not, to 
s u gges t th a t th e A rm y is b ein g 
in fec ted with a con1muna l virus, is 
a traversity of fac t. Visits by troops 
to re lig io us places o f importan ce 
was a well recognised a menity even 
in th e ' fifti es. The Arm y h as a 
tra dition of o fficers follow ing the 
r e li g io n of th e troops they 
co mm a nd . A Ma r a th a comp a n y 
co mm a nd e r , Mus lim b y fa ith, 
conducts Sa tya na r aya n Puja a n d 
Chris tians or a the is ts visit tem p les 
and gurudwaras w ith enthus iasm: 
Soldiering has been a relig ion by 
itself for th e Army. A r e li g io u s 
teacher is an authorised personnel 
fo r th e estab lis hm e n t a n d unit 
templ es have a cco mpa nied th ei r 
respec tive units thro ugho ut a war 
by la nd, sea and a ir. 

Si n d hu Darsha n or th e 

La hore Bus Rid e has no th ing to do 
w ith the Ka rgil intrusion . I d o no t 
see how the loca l commander can 
escape th e bl a m e fo r lack of 
v ig ilance. Inte lligence fa il ure has 
become an old ta le. It occurred in 
1962 a nd 1965. Did we ge t a 
warn in g of Pakis ta n a ir raids in 
1971? The lack of inte lligence about 
the Ka rgil intrusion is no t a new 
occurrence. Those guilty must be 
d ealt w ith exp editious ly. Sackin g 
the Ho me M inister w ill no t he lp. 
Why has every government in the 
past from Nehru onwards permitted 
the [B a nd RA W to ge t aw ay w ith 
their fa ilu res? 

T he p r ese nt C hi ef has as 
much in fluence in the promotion of 
senior officers as his p redecessors 
had . It is no t a 'since-1999' a ffa ir, 
w hen Bhagwat was forced to retire . 
The ea rlier re ti rem en ts o f Thorat 
and Bhagat bear tes timony to it. The 
d eni gra tion s ta rted mu ch earlie r 
wi th Nehru, who tri ed to supersede 
C1riappa. Genera ls Rajendra Si ngh 

'Don't Politicise the Army - Please' 

Major G e n e r a l D'So u za's 
p lea no t to politicise the a rmy was 
em inently readable and inte res ting. 
However, I do no t agree w ith his 
criticism of " the tiresom e com p­
laints of the National H uman Rights 
Co mmission " about "alleged h u­
m a n rights v iola tio ns a ga ins t the 
peoples of j&K". He com pares th is 
to fighting with one arm tied behind 
on e' s back . This s how s a mind 
nar row ly f uc u ~:,ed u n mt~t le t '­

mi lita ry . The politi ca l objective in 
j&i, 1 Lu lVII\ uve r Ln e I'..Cbl1111trts 
to India ' s side and to isolate th e 
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militnnts from civilian su pport. It 
is te ll ing that Major C e ne r ill 
D'Souza cn ll s the m ilitants face less. 
They are face less beca use the army 
canno t d is tinguish be tween civilians 
a n d mili ta nts, a n d th ey le t th e 
p eople fee l this genera l suspicion, 
thu s re in fo rcin g th e ho ld of th e 
mili ta n ts. If the people are tn help 
the a rmy against I he militants- and 
w ith out thi s h e lp th e m ili tants 
C<tnt lllt bt.: ddc.ttc cl milit,tril y th e 
peupll.' itd vc l! 1 fee l 1·h<1t the ilrmy 
ts un Ll 1c tr s tc1e, ami tl1e people w tll 
not belie ve this if the army to lerates 
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and Na tim Singh d eclined to accept 
the Chi e f's pos t a nd so Ca riappa 
beca me the Chief. Admira l Bhagwa t 
s h ou ld do we ll no t to fo r ge t 
Admira l Ha rjind er Singh, because 
of w hom the controversy occurred, 
was p romoted to his p resent rank 
under a no n -BJP r egime. The 
present government or even George 
Fe rn a nd es ca nn o t b e h e ld 
r es p o n s ibl e fo r it. Hi s ow n 
prom o tion ca m e throu gh politica l 
interference. 

Inte r fe ren ce in p ro m o tions, 
se lec ti o n of b ad equipm e nt 
(he licop ters), rushing to war w ith 
C h in a wi th out p reparation - a ll 
these ills have occu rred more often 
and more bla tantly w1der Congress 
rul e. ln try in g to plead fo r 
p rofessionalism in the Armed Forces 
and to d iscou rage p o litical 
interference in Army p romotions, let 
us not becom e politicians ou rselves 
or, worse, tools of se lfish politicians. 

Brigad ier (Re td .) S.C. Sharm a, Mumbai 

human righ ts vio la tions aga inst the 
l<ashmiris. The mi li t<mts feed on the 
fem of a nd ha tred agai ns t lndia, as 
symboli zed by the secur ity fo rces. 
If the securi ty forces crack down on 
the ir ow n erra n t members, tha t w ill 
discredit the militants an d streng­
then the cred ib ility o f the security 
forces. Ma jor Genera l D'Souza will 
co mplai tt t hat th is undermin es 
mora le; but what mo ra le is this that 
depends o tt .:t s il e nt dccepta nce uf 
criminal be hav iour? 

R. l{amakri~hnan, 1\lumbai 
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B.K.Nehru 

Nice Guys Finish Second 
I MEMOlRS 

Right ilt the sta r t, B. K. Nehru 
warns tha t his book is not his to ry; 
it is merely bits and pieces of his 
ow n s to r y. Ign o rin g th e litera l 
inaccuracy - OED defin es histo ry 
i11 ter alia as the record of a career­
he re is an engaging acco unt of 
events hig hly significa nt to In dia 's 
evo lutio n in the last seventy-five 
yea rs; of even ts tha t made his tory, 
like the negotiatio n of our s te rling 
balances in Brita in; and of his to ry 
th a t n ea rl y happe n ed , like 
p remature na ti o naliza ti on of the 
Imperia l Bank of India in 1948, w e ll 
before its assets a nd liabilit ies had 
bee n di v ided between Indi a a nd 
Pakistan. 

It is a story of integr ity, of 
unusual luck, o f unusual energy -
a quality the a uth o r rep eatedly 
disow ns - o f unusua l sk ill. B. K. 
Nehru (BKN) started his officia l li fe 
in the ICS in the Punjab in 1934. 
Only five yea rs la te r he was servin g 
the Centra l government; he never 
returned to work in his parent State. 
Not of his ow n voli tion, I believe, 
he skipped the regu Ia r miles tones 
in an ICS career: cha rge c>f il distr ict 
as Co ll ec ltH , promotion Lt> 
Di,· i ~ i u n ,J I Cumm1s~ i u n c r c111d ~'' t>ll , 

befo re !>t'cundnwnl tP the Cl' nl .,,_ 
1 I H>~<: " Ill > m,1naged Lh e ILS in the 
pa~L regarded th ese ilS ess e nti al 
sleps in il ll o ffi ce r's Cilrce r. BI<N W<lS 

NICE GUYS FINISH SECOND- MEMOIRS 
By B. K. Nehru 

Published by 
Viking Penguin Books India (P) Ltd., 11, Community Centre, 

Panchsheel Park, New Delhi 110 017. 
Year of Publication: 1997. No. of Pages 261. Price Rs.595. 

Reviewed by 
Mr. J. B. D 'Souza, Retired Civil Servant. 

lu cky to esca pe them. But hav ing 
r eac hed De lhi he was quickly 
absorbed into the Finance Pool, 
where, though incred ibly young, he 
began to handle independent India's 
most complex problems: the s terling 
ba lances, the ass ignment of assets 
be tween India and Pak is tan , the 
tapping o f interna tiona l sources fo r 
funds for India. From the re, aga in 
ra pidl y, to o ur most impo rtant 
diplomatic positions, as 
Ambassador in the US and Hi gh 
Commissioner in Brita in , to being a 
Gove rn o r, in th e No rth E<1st, in 
Kashmir, and finally in Gujarat. 

This is a fasc in a ting s to ry, 
told with becoming modes ty, of fifty 
two yea rs of dedica ted service to the 
country, of extraordinary success in 
that end eavour. r e rhilps his most 
spec tacul ar successes ca me to his 
wor k in the US, unrave llin g th e 
kno ts w hich Jawa harla l Nehru 's so­
called non-a lignment was tying for 
us in its pronounced b ias Loward the 
Sovie ts. The e ffec ts of that bia s the 
Ambassador had to te mper w hen, 
as happened often e nough , lndi il 
was in dire straits ilnd had to craw l 
ilnd plead tt> the US l ' r e~ id e nl il nd 
c1n und e rstilndably lw!->t ilc L"t>ngress 
whL·n (lU I" pilnlrv w,,., !'lllPI V ,1n.l ,,,, . 
sorely needed foll cl imp<> rts , or fnr 
des pe rilte d e fe nce il id wh e n the 
C hin ese had us b\' Lh e lhma l. li t• 
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managed this by gaining no t only 
access to, but friendship with, both 
Kennedy and Jo hnson . Se rio us ly 
undervaluing his own negotiil ting 
skill, he writes: "what matters i::. no t 
so mu c h th e s tre ngth o f your 
argument as whe ther the o ther s ide 
rega rd s you as a good guy or a bad 
o ne". 

Hi s diplomatic e ffo rts had 
repea tedly to contend w ith Krishna 
Menon's fl a ir for losing friends and 
in flu encing peop le aga ins t us . 
Menon stea d ily hurled invective at 
the wes tern nati o ns, spreading for 
us a ' ho lie r-tha n-th ou ' image . He 
used one of hi s ca ll s on Kenned y, 
fo r ins ta nce, to d enounce American 
policy towa rd Laos, provoking a 
r e ply: " Wh a t yo u are saying in 
e ffec t, tfr. Min is te r , is that th e 
Sov ie ts a re a lways ri g ht and the 
United Sta tes are always w rong." As 
the author la ter lea rnt from the Sta te 
depar tme nt , th e Preside nt w as 
hopping mad , and had observed 
tha t it was obvious tha t the Indians 
had no id ea of what was happening 
to I .<lOS. " lndi iln fore ign poli cy mel)' 
hove b~en Lo remove in jus tice from 
th t> whlllt:> IVllr ld " . Bl< w ri~t>s , "htl! 
m v PL' r snn<~l foreign pP ii cyw,l'-' 

ptwert y from ,1 limilt·d p.11:t nf lil t' 
Wll rl d, nil me ly lndi il. I W<lS ;1 bild 
Amh,1ssa dur in tha t I did nol pursue 

-1:! 



the totality of Indian foreign policy 
with equal vigour .. Menon used not 
only to vituperate and abuse the 
Americans but specifically used 
their actions to illustrate the sins, 
including violence, against which he 
was preaching." 

When, after years of 
preaching to the nations against 
violence, we marched into Goa and 
evicted the Portuguese, BKN went 
to explain our action to Kennedy, 
hoping he was not annoyed with us, 
this was the answer he got: "Not at 
all. I am not in the least bit annoyed 
because 1 understand your case. You 
have done now what you should 
have done fourteen years ago. But 
you have spent those fourteen years 
preaching morality to us and telling 
us how wrong it is to use force in 
one's own interests. Now you have 
done exactly what any 
other country would have done, and 
used violence to further your 
interests . The result is that the 
country is saying that the preacher 
has been caught coming out of the 
brothel and people are clapping. 
And, Mr. Ambassador, I wish to tell 
you that I am clapping with them. " 

Menon could be incredibly 
ham-handed, even puerile, in his 
antics. He would try to short-circuit 
the Ambassador and get to the 
President, and had to be foiled. 
During the d ebate on Kashmir, he 
spoke to the Security Council for no 
less than nine hours [although] his 
audience consisted of First 
Secretaries; the Ambassadors o r 
Ministers had no time to waste 
listening to the tiresome repetition. 
After the speech, Menon fainted in 
th e d e legates ' lo unge . A 
photographer was conveniently at 
hand , so w as Dr . Hitzig, Menon's 
personal physician . A photograph 
VJ'> pri'1t l' in ~ JI t h 0 lnrl ian 

newspape rs of Menon lyin g se mi­
conscio us on th e fl oor with Dr. 
Hitz ig taking his blood press ure 
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over the sleeves of his overcoat!" 

One of his affectations was a 
cane, "a totally artificial prop carried 
purely for effect; it was supposed 
to aid him in some difficulty he had 
in walking, which in fact neve r 
existed ... He once walked into the 
delegates ' lounge at the UN and 
spotted Dean Aches on and 
Vyshinsky talking to each other at 
the other end and [a photographer] 
limping towards them - for he was 
genuinely lame - to take a shot. 
Krishna ran from one end of the 
room to the other and stuck his face 
in between the representatives of the 
two superpowers just in time for the 
click of the photographer's camera." 

Far more serious than such 
buffoonery was his assumption of 
authority that he didn ' t have. "The 
Indian vote on Hungary in 1956, the 
single non-communist vote 
supporting the Soviet Union's 
invasion, a vote that India and its 
Prime Minister had great difficulty 
in living down, was cast without 
any reference to headquarters. The 
PM's loyalty was, however, such 
that there was no reprimand, even 
private, to Krishna Menon. " But 
thereafter instructions came daily on 
the phone from Delhi on the 
position the Indian delegation 
should take on each matter before 
the UN. 

Menon 's hold on jawaharlal 
was inexplicable. It stayed immune 
to attack from every side except the 
extreme Left - until his own 
Congress party forced a broken PM 
to jettison his Defence Minister after 
we lost so ignominiously to China 
in the 1962 war. 

Krishn a Menon wa s not the 
only Ind ian poli tician whose fo llies 
wt:> rP nbj ectf' of d e ri s io n o r 
embarrassment. On a tri p to the UK 
o ur fir s t Fin a nce Ministe r , 
Shanmukha m Che tty, wh o ha d 
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already burnt his fingers in the 
Imperial Bank episode, suddenly 
bought a housing factory for a 
million pounds, with no study of 
our requirements or how the factory 
would meet them. When he had left 
India for London the PM had 
casua lly told him that we need ed 
ho using for the refugees from 
Pakistan. He (PM) "had heard that 
there were factories in England 
which produced readymade houses, 
would he please on his trip buy one 
and bring it along? Shanmukham 
being a businessman knew better, 
but sycophancy was more important 
than the country's interests . [The 
factory] certainly never produced a 
single house." Thirty years later, as 
Secretary in the Works and Housing 
Ministry, I had to cope with this 
foolish acquisition, which had 
steadily lost money. 

Even a person as highly 
respected as Asaf Ali, our first 
Ambassad or in the US, could make 
a fool of himself. Addressing a 
luncheon meeting of the heads of 
major industrial and financial 
houses controlling billions of dollars, 
Asaf Ali tapped his pocket and said, 
"In this pocket I have twenty million 
dollars. But I shall spend it only on 
my own terms and conditions. Take 
it or leave it." 

Within the country T. T. 
Krishnama chari 's involvement in 
the Mundhra scandal in the late 
fifties and the improper cover-up he 
attempted, and Sanjay Gandhi's 
excesses and extortions during the 
Emergency were outstanding 
features of a general decline in 
public morality that began 
hesitantly during Jawaharlal's rule 
but became uncontrollable after 
Shas tri died and Nehru 's d aughter 
ascend ed the gaddi. 

Fo r me, BKN 's o th e rw ise 
civilised writing hold s two ma jor 
disa ppo intments. One, w hil e he 



deplores Sanjay Gandhi's excesses, 
he s till ha ils Indira's corrupt a nd 
oppressive Emergency as a blessing 
because of the discipline it forced on 
n chaotic country. One can't help 
reca lling th e plaudits Mu ssolini 
ea rned in Italy, 'beca use the trains 
run on time'. Indira was forced into 
the Emergency, BKN suggests, by 
the mutinous advice to the army 
fr o m lea ders like Jayapraka s h 
Narayan. Actually, a co mpe tent 
court had held her guilty of corrupt 
electoral practices and disqu alified 
her, but her ev il younger son urged 
her to impose the Emergency. She 
p ounced on a false version of JP's 
message as a pretex t; he had only, 
and very properly, asked the police 
and the armed forces to reject illegal 
orders, an injunction that cannot be 
faulted . Indeed, it is a pity tha t our 
civil officia ls too are now so ready 
to ca rry out instructions that are 
improper or illegal. BKN himself 
recounts admiringly the reaction of 
a Chairman, Ce ntral Board of 
Revenu e, Arun Roy, to a d emand 
from a Minister as hea dstrong as T. 
T. Krishna mac ha ri to be s how n 
som ebody's income tax fil e. Roy 
simply told the Minister that the law 
did not a llow it, even if TIK was his 
boss. 

The author is a s tr on g 
ad voca te of change to <1 powerful 
and stable presidential system in our 
Constituti o n . 1 s hudd e r a t the 
thou ght that in 1977 Indira Gandhi 
might have had this add iti o nal 
string to her bow. Who ca n tell to 
what depths o f misery she and her 
sons would have dragged our poor 
country? 

A second source of unease in 
reading BKN was this passage: "The 
organisation to which I showed not 
the slightest mercy (whatever that 
mi.ght mea n) , h owever, was 
Amnes ty Internationa l. By nature, 
by belief, by educa tion and b y 
experience I am a great believer in 
national sovereignty. I do no t 
believe in any outsider interfering 
w ith th e inte rn a l affai rs of a ny 
country. If there has to be s uch 
interference, it mus t be through the 
UN" (parenthesis added) . Yet the 
a uthor repeatedly urged the PM to 
wa r, durin g th e atrocities East 
Bengal was s uffering fr o m 
Pakistan's security forces. Holding 
the v iews 1 ha ve just se t out, he 
could not hones tly trea t the refugee 
in flu x into India as a casus belli . We 
could have sea led our border to halt 
that influ x. In a ny case, human 

rights are universal, no t defined by 
nati on a l frontiers. "Th e terribl e 
experience of two world wars. and 
the evo lution of civilisation ha ve 
finally brou~ht humanity to th e 
recogni tion that human beings are 
more than th e s tate .. The id ea o f 
non-interference - the notion that it 
is n o n e o f our bu s iness what 
happens in another country, and 
w hether human rights are violated 
in that country - sh ould vani h 
down the trapdoor of his tory." -
wisdom fr o m Vaclav Hav e l, 
President of the Czech Republic. 

These reservations aside, Nice 
Guys is an admirable story by a civil 
servant of whom the country, and 
particularly we of his profess ion, 
mus t be proud. His winning ways, 
his impressive accomplishments, his 
ability to s ta nd up to pressure from 
superiors, and finally the s tory he 
ha s to ld - all th ese d ese rv e th e 
highest praise. During the fifty years 
after independence, I can name only 
two civil se rvants' boo ks that I 
wouldn't regret owning. The Men 
who Ruled India by Philip Woodruff 
(fo rme rly Philip Mason, ICS) >vas 
the firs t. B. K. Neh ru 's memoir is the 
second . 

Liberal methods lead much faster to the socialist objective than 
socialist methods . Libe ra l methods which are economic freedom , or 
economic democracy, lead to social justice , equality, prosperity and 
freedom much quicker than the methods of State Capitalism or State­
ism which in France is called Etatisme. That is a much more accurate 
name than socialism , wh ich may mean anything or nothing . 

It is interesting that most of the world is beginning to see this . 
The world trend is away from communism and socialism and towards 
liberal democracy. This is not surprising , because , after all , human 
intelligence wins in the end . 

In an arti cle enti tl ed 'Will Lihera lism Survive Socia li sm?' 
Swarajya Annua l , 1966 
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Brian Cook's book 
Bureaucracy and Self-Government, 
is a book that must be read by every 
student of public administration 
and a ll administrato rs as well as 
citizens at Ia rge, in te res te d in 
unders tanding th e r o le of 
administration in a democracy and 
especially the relationship between 
p o liticians and administrators. 
Although Cook trea ts the them e as 
a historian o f public administration, 
I shall no t focus o n the his to rical 
treatment but on th e principal 
arguments or p oints mad e in the 
book. 

T h e fir st im porta nt point 
Cook m akes, is, th a t m os t 
Americans, layme n a nd m a n y 
academics, viewed administration 
as a tool, something that at bes t had 
o nly an instrumental va lue . This 
view of admin istriltion was shaped 
largely by its co lon ial his tory. 
Historically the USA was a Briti sh 
colony, and, hence most Americans 
saw administration as essentiall y a 
tool of the Crown implementing 
policies in the American colonies, 
which were made in Britain by 
British politicians for th e benefit of 
Brit is h co mmercia I & trading 
inte rests . Ow in~ to thi s co iPnia l 
ex pe rience, the framers of the US 
cn ns tituti()n , Gl nJwt hv hl <l nwd if 

· they perceived ;-til <ldminis tril ti('n & 
ndministrJtnrs as me re too ls used 
by p oliticinns to implement poli cy, 

BUREAUCRACY AND SELF-GOVERNMENT: 
RECONSIDERING THE ROLE OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 

IN AMERICAN POLITICS, 
By Brian J. Cook 

Published by 
The Johns Hopkins University Press, USA, 1996 and 

in India by Frank Bros. Co. (Publishers) Ltd., Frank House, 
A-84, Sector-2, Noida (UP), India. 
No of pages 201. Price Rs 134.90. 

Reviewed by 
Professor Adi H. Doctor, Retired Professor of Political Science, 

Goa University, Goa. 

while they perceived themselves as 
freedom fighters & politicians 
w hose domain was the set ting up 
of a se lf governing legis lature. 
Thanks to this legacy, when 
American acade mi cs began to 
develop a discipline o f public 
ad ministratio n they made a sharp 
distinction between po liti cs & 
ad ministra tion, and, defined politics 
as the domain of e lect ed 
re prese nta ti ves / po liti c ia ns w ho 
m a d e public policy , w hil e they 
defined ad minis tra ti on as the 
domain o f c ivil serv an ts/ 
admin istrators w ho were 
responsib le me rely fo r its 
imp Iemen ta ti on. 

The second important point 
Cook makes, & w hich flows from 
th e first, is that while politicians 
exercise con s titutive ra tio na lity, 
ad ministn1 tors exe rc is e 
instrum e ntal rati ona lit y. 
Constitutive rationa lity is concerned 
w ith thinking , co ntemplating & 
d e terminin g th e cons tituents of <1 

policy; in brief, with policy-making 
itse lf. On th e ot her hand , 
Instrumental Rationa lity is 
concern ed w ith thi nki ng about & 

dete rminin g the best mea ns (that is 
th e most t:>fficient, <~ppn1 11r i a te & 
eco nu mi cc1 l mea n~ ) to impl e me nt 
t-"o li cv. r:cn t•xa mnil' . ll"h\"n 
.'\meric,ln politicians \\'ere dtJbating 
how b l<1cks should be treated -
should they be trea ted equa ll y in Jll 
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respects, or equa lly only in limited 
resp ec ts - they were determining 
policy & exercis in g co ns titutive 
rationality . But, when American 
bureaucrats were required to 
determine how bes t the p olicy of 
total or limited segrega tion could 
be attained they were implementing 
policy & exercisin g instrumental 
ra tiona lity. 

Th e third a nd most 
signi fica nt point_that Cook makes, 
is that this simplistic dis tinction 
between p olitics perceived as the 
d o m ai n of making policy and 
exercisi ng constitu ti ve rationality 
and ad ministration perceived as the 
domain of implem enting policy & 
exercising instrumenta l rationality, 
is misl eadi n g and harmful. 
Avoiding innumerabl e American 
his to ri ca l exa mples, the book is 
reple te w ith , I shall bri e fl y sum up 
the argumen ts of Cook regarding 
the ha rm done by adopting the 
si m plistic and erroneous distinction 
betwee n politics and 
administration. The first harm done, 
by ado ptin g this s implistic 
distinction between politics a nd 
ad ministration was thilt politic ia ns, 
by viewing ad ministration only as 
il tt1n l necessarv to impl e m ent 
po li cy on ly end ed up by adding to 
1 ht> -..il'l' J"(l\\"t>r t,f the 
bure<lLICI"<I C\'. The incre<lSt' in s i7e & 
pm,ve r of tlw bureJu cracy, in turn , 
mDd e th e burea u cril C)' arroga nt , 
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conceited and domineering. Cook 
sta tes that this was nowhere more 
evident than in the erstwhile USSR, 
where the bureaucracy intentionally 
behaved in an arrogant and 
overbearing m anner, in order to 
strike awe & compel respect and 
submission to government. The fear 
of an oversized, overbearing and 
corrupt bureaucracy made many 
American academics argue th a t 
bureaucrats must always be kept 
under strict control of politicians, 
who must never allow bureaucrats 
to exercise constitutive rationality, 
that is, get involved in determining 
public goals or ends. 

The second harm done by 
adopting the simplistic distinction 
between politics and administration 
was that politicians by increasing 
the size and powers of the 
bureaucracy only succeeded in 
increasing the public anger and 
disenchantment with bureaucracy. 
American anger and 
disenchantment with bureaucracy 
increased, because Americans 
always equated any increase in 
power of the bureaucracy as a n 
encroachment on people' s powers 
and freedoms . This fear expressed 
itself in such oft-repeated 
statements, like, "We are losing 
control of the forces that govern our 
life". Thanks to the simplistic 
distincti on between politics and 
ad minist ra tio n mos t Am e rica ns 
came to believe tha t bureaucracy 
represented a fo rce inimical to self­
gove rnment or democracy 
especially s ince burea ucrats felt 
they were responsible only to their 
administrative superiors, or 
political boss, the minis ter. 

T h e third ha rm done by 
Jdnp tin g this s imp li s ti c distin ctiun 
be tween po litics nnd administrn tion 
>\ <>:::. l11dl it liidJc Iliclll )' A il lcriulll::. 

ignore th e ·fact th a t th e ir 
ad ministra tors, wh ile imple mentin g 
po li cy, were also ac tu<1ll y 
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participating in policy making. Now 
bureaucracy was participating in 
policy making in many ways. 

In the fi rs t place, th e 
bureaucracy participated in po licy 
making , by repor ting to th e 
politicians th e difficulti es & 
problems it came across \Vhil e 
implementing policy a t the grou nd 
or loca I I eve I. In the light of the 
reported difficu I ties & problems, 
the politicians were compelled to 
review or change policy. Cook gives 
many American exa mples, fr om 
domestic, foreign and defence 
policy, to sh ow how the 
implementers of policy on the basis 
of their ground lev e l or field 
experience, made suggestions 
resulting in m odification of th e 
policy itself. For instance, he gives 
the example of the role of US 
Customs ?ervice in shaping US 
Trade Policy and of US Defence 
Agencies in changing US Security 
policies & perceptions. 

In the second place, 
bureaucracy participated in p olicy 
making by bringing to the notice of 
politician that certa in end s were 
impossible o f attain ment becCJ use 
they were either too costly or just 
plain impractical. In India we are 
familiar with politicians announcing 
such populist policies as pension to 
every widow & elec tricity to every 
v ill age, w hi c h la te r had to b e 
modified o r aba nd oned w he n 
a dministrators ex plained to 
politicians that these policies were 
unattainable e ither beca use of 
paucity of funds o r la ck of 
infrastructure. 

ln the third place bureaucracy 
participa ted in policy-makin i!; by the 
mil nm: r in whi ch it prt>se nt ed t1 1 tlw 
politicians, the facts l' n which pPli cy 

.. 1 r L 

l'u li t ic iiln s gen e ral ly turn to th e 
burea u crJ ts fo r fact un I in formJ tion. 
No po litician has the time (g iven his 
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duties as representative) to study all 
the facts or to comprehend all the 
techni ca l-econ omic details and 
implications of a proposed policy. 
It is here that bureaucrats invariably 
h e lp e d out b y exp laining and 
summarizing data and facts to the 
p o liticians. N ow the su mma r y 
d oc um e nt, bureaucrats would 
present to p o litic ians would 
highlight or emphas ize certain facts 
while d e-e mphasizing, 
downplaying o r o mitting certain 
o ther facts This, in e ffect, made the 
summary presented to the minister 
or politician , a point of view or a 
policy suggestion. The bureaucracy 
in American democracy had always 
participated in policy making by 
virtue of the privilege it had of 
studying, researching and advising 
th e politicians and presidents on 
public policy. To give one example 
from Cook's book. Cook illustrates 
how the painstaking research done 
by US administrators regarding the 
haza rds of nuclear & o ther waste 
sites helped shape American policy 
on treatment of hazardous waste 
sites. 

A fina l p o int , no tewo rth y 
from the anal y ti ca l and historica l 
point of view, that Cook makes, is 
that bureaucracy played a 
significant ro le in p o licy making, 
that is , exe rcising constituent 
rationality, during two of America's 
greates t re fo rm movements: fir s t, 
Pres id ent Roosevelt 's New Dea l or 
New Left Refo rms, and , second, 
during P res id ent Reagan's New 
Right Reforms. Cook informs us that 
President Roosevelt delibe-rately 
refus ed to accept the purely 
instrumental view of administration 
<1 nd , in fac t, encourJ ged & allowed 
administrators to be extensively and 
i1C li v(• ly in vo lved in ma kin g <1nd 
defin in g New Dea l o r New Left 
~~ ,, .,1 <.: :"' ' ' li , ... if\(' .1? , '' hj ~· r t· lvf't.; ThP Npvv 

Lt'ft policy you wi ll reco llect sought 
to n1<1k e g reCJ ter u se of 
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agencies to promote welfare. 

Decades later Pres ident 
Reagan, acted similarly whe n h e 
began an opposi te wave of " New 
Right" reforms, popularly known as 
Reaga n o mics . Th e N ew Ri g ht 
re forms , sought to "re-inve nt 
government" by getting govern­
m e nt out of such economi c 
activities as providing goods and 
services to the p eop le thro u gh 
government agencies. In stead of 
government agencies providin g 
goods and services to the people, 
Reagan wanted to encourage 
manufacture rs of goods a nd 
providers of services like transpor t, 
aviation, telecom, to emerge from 

India and America have met 
on the mental plane long back. The 
mutual influence and interaction of 
the thought and philosoph y of the 
two grea t na ti ons is a m a tte r of 
co mm o n knowledge. lt is well 
kn own h o w profoundly Gandhi 
was influenced by Thoreau, the 
great American p o litical 
philosopher and activist . But for 
obstructions created by extraneous 
fa c to rs such as m ot iv a ted 
propaga nd a misinfo rmati o n, 
miss io na ry ac tivity a nd po liti ca l 
s ho r l::. ig h ledness, und e rs ta nd in g 
between the tw o mii';hl h<Jv e 
adva n ced · mo re rap id ly <1nd 
co ncr e te ly. As Ga ndhi wr it es, 
fol low ing the me t<~pho r of the lsha 

wi thin th e community o r civ il 
soc ie ty a nd co mpete with eac h 
o th er in pro viding ch eaper and 
be tte r services . In short , when 
Presid ent Reaga n, embarked on his 
" r e -inve ntin g gove rnm e nt " 
program he, like Roosevelt ea rlier, 
did n o t hes itate to le t th e 
burea ucra cy play an active role in 
bo th implementin g & shapin g the 
New Right policies. 

From th is brief introduction 
or overview of the book, I would 
sum up the principal issues a rising 
for our serious cons id era ti on and 
reflection as three. One, in the light 
of what Cook says, to what extent, 
should we discard the traditional 

co n cept o f N eutrality and 
Ano nymity of th e Civil Service 
whi ch fo r yea rs o n end, o ur 
undergraduate teachers have taught 
to their students . Two, should we 
too adopt the New Right reforms 
and proceed to re-inv ent gove rn­
ment and , if yes, what ro le should 
we ex pec t our burea ucracy or civil 
se r v ice to pl ay in re-inventing 
government & in the re-invented 
government? Finally, since in any 
d emocracy, bureaucracy needs to 
be made accountable, what should 
we do to compel o ur government 
& burea ucracy to share information 
with citi zens? 

MAHATMA GANDHI- LETTERS TO AMERICANS 
Compiled and Edited by Dr. E. S. Reddy 
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Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Gandhi Smriti & Darshan Samiti and 
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Reviewed by 
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Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada University, Auran:gabad, 
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Upanishad, the American mind is 
still under a cloud of misunder­
standing, the golden lid which 
covers th e fa ce of Truth - a nd it is 
this w hi ch needed to be cleared in 
th e inte rests of Indi a as we ll as 
America. 

Gandhi's letters to Americans 
seek to clear misunderstanding and 
ignorance about India and her 
culture and to present a true picture 
of th e nature and s ignifica nce of 
In d ia's uniqu e stru gg le for 
independe nce, th e philosop hy of 
no n -v io le nce nn d th e pres" i Il l ! 

prob lems of lndi il n agricu lturt> and 
poverty, untouchability, unemp loy­
ment a nd gener<J I bilckwa rdne~s . 
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Tho ugh the letters are 
addressed to Americans , every 
reader would take them as 
addressed to himself . Their appea l 
is uni versa l. But for the date of the 
le tters, the rea d er would also feel 
that they have reached him by the 
very da y's p os t . Su ch is their 
freshness. 

The prese nt vo lume 

co mprises fi ve Sectio ns:-

1. Let te r t tl President F. D. 
1\<lOSeve lt il nd cable tu Mrs. 
I ~()()St'V t> l t 

2. Lette rs to 1\ich<~ r d B. C regg 
add ressed as Covind a nd Ni lla 
C. Coo k, addressed as Nagi ni . 
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3. Letters to churchmen and 
Missionaries; 

4. Other lette rs and; 

5. Messages to the United States. 

The lette rs cover a peri od of 
more than two d e cades . The 
Message to America dated October 
21 1946 is the last in the volume, less 
than two years before Gandhi's 
assassination. 

What immediately impresses 
the reader of this volume is 
Gandhi's promptness in replying to 
letters and enquiries, be they ever 
so many and from anyone high or 
low, young or old. The letters are 
models of grace and precision and 
speak directly to the heart of the 
enquirer. Words act as direct and 
transparent vehicles of truth and are 
hardly employed for literary effect. 
Their appeal is spiritual and they 
reflect the unadorned simplicity and 
beauty of Truth and the Mahatma's 
boundless compassion, humility and 
good humour. The letters to Nagini 

show Gandhi playing the ro le o f a 
patient m o ther and a puritanica l 
father who ultimately failed to tame 
his ward, an individual o f immense 
tale nt, wayward dispositio n and 
brittle ne rves. Gandhi emphasises 
again and again that Americans 
should, first of all, try to understand 
India and he r problems co rrec tl y. 
This is mor e imp o rtant than 
extending charity and humanitarian 
services in the shape of hospitals 
and educational Ins titutions. Almost 
invariably they were mo tivated by 
missionary ambition and not by 
generosity or spirit of sacrifice . 

The missionaries were also 
patronising in their attitude towards 
non-Christians, being too sure of 
their own superiority and arrogating 
to themselves the task of civilising 
peo ples of lesse r breeds . " India 
stands in no need of co nversion 
from one faith to another". "! hold 
that proselytising under the cloak of 
humanitarian work is, to say the 
least, unhealthy Why should I 

change my relig ion beca use a d oc tor 
who professes Christianity as his 
religion has cured me of some 
disease o r suggest such a change 
whilst I am under his influence? Or 
w h y should I whilst I am in a 
miss ionary ed uca tional ins titution 
have Christian teaching thrust upon 
me? Gandhi a lso administers a stern 
warning to th e o rth o d ox 
miss ionaries not to thrust on others 
the ir narrow interpretation of the 
Bible. Th ey s hould first o f all 
und erstand their own sacred book 
be fo re und e rtaking to preach to 
o thers. 

Gandhi 's objection against 
missionaries was not to their 
presence as such but to their devious 
practices and secret m o tiv es. 
Writing to Bishop Fisher he says, 
" What Americans may d o in giving 
constructive help is not to send 
doles of charity but to send expert 
knowledge in dairying, experts who 
are no t explo iters in the disguise of 
philanthropists who will give 

H. G. Wells -A Plagiarist! 

An earlier generation of Freedom First will reca ll 
the liberating influence of H . G. Wells in their green 
years. Along with Bernard Shaw, he was responsible 
for widening in the mental horizons. The triology The 
Science of Life, Work, Wealth and Happiness of Mankind 
;wd 0!! 1!!:: :: of World History rema in ed important 
educational la ndmarks. The histo ry volume went 
through several reprints and remained a work that 
most educated men had dipped into if not had studied 
in depth. Today, o f course other approaches have been 
adopted and in many respects the book appears to 
belong to a past era. 

His ge ne ra l tracts, hi s utopias <1 nd sc ience 
m:v~ls hc~d the1r dLJ y. For Ll brief decade, he remoined 
nne o f Briloin 's majnr noveli s ts 01s well. 

l ~<' <'t-> nlil • '1 Jlf'W '> it •·m.., in lh· · !.t~ o~ rdir111 \t\l••r•k!11 

(Milrch R-24, 200 1) n~ l ilting to his vn lum e on World 
History is shocking. l .arge pa rts n f H. C. Wells' Outline 

of World History have been alleged to have been simply 
p lagarised. A lady from Canada , Miss Florence Deeks 
had written a book on world history. This was during 
the First World War . She had submitted her 
manuscript to the publisher Macmillan , Canada. Wells 
published his histo ry in se rial form from 1919. Deeks 
who read the rev iews and later the book itself found 
that it was almos t identica l with her manuscript. She 
had to importune aga in a nd again for the re turn of 
the manuscript from the publisher, and when it at last 
reached her, she found the pages "well-thumbed and 
torn". She fought an unsuccessful case against H . G. 
Wells and M/s . Macmillan but " the apparatus of the 
publis hin g vvor ld and the male dominated judiciary 
was nguinsl he r. The case was dismissed" . 

Full d e tail s nf th ese ha ve bee n la id ba re in a 
n••·f'n l h .,n J, hv \ H ~~··ki ii " J l ,·. illo•d "Til• ' <:;pill"i£'r 1111d 

tile r rnpil (' t : ;\ Tnle nf H. C . . Wells, f!lnsinrism nnrf the 

Hislnry of tile Wnrlrf " published by AU RUM Press 2000. 
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knowledge for the sake of giv ing it 
and who will study the condition of 
India 's ca ttle and show the way of 
improving our ca ttle breed and the 
supply of milk from the ex is tin g 
ca ttle". 

A m e rica ns, wi th a ll th e ir 
good intentions, failed to apprecia te 
the difference between conditions in 
their country and in lndia . What 
was app ropria te for the United 
States was no t necessa rily so for 
India. 

In his le tte r to Prof. 
Higginbottom, Gandhi asserts that 
the problem in India is her 'teeming 
millions" and the unemployed or 
underemployed who have to b e 
provided wi th work all the yea r 
round a nd that the introduction of 
ma chin ery would o nly cr ea te 
further unemployment in the name 
of e fficiency and economy. 

The Government o f 
Maharashtra had fir s t a nnounced 
its minor-p ort policy in 1996. It was 
proposed that forty eight minor 
ports s hould be devel o ped to 
prov ide multi-user por t faci lities so 
as to redu ce the overb urd enin g of 

1b JJT and J PT . , Cu >rdingly, 
compet iti ve bid:-. were in vited fo r 
u eve i U J.)ll\g ::.eve11 11111101' porL::.. 
V ad h v a n w a:, llll t o ne o f t It e m . 
Vadhv<1 n was spec iti cc1 ll y rejec ted 

"J n her 350 tTiillion children 
she has so many li ving ready-made 
machines and if she can utilise their 
labour, ha lf of whi ch is runnin g to 
waste, th e double sta rvati on of the 
bod y and mind wi ll cease. Th<lt is 
the proble m tha t faced me when l 
returned to India in 1915 and ha s 
haunted me ever since" . This was 
in 1934. The situation remains even 
more a lar min g at th e 
co mm e n ce me nt of th e new 
millennium with our popu lation of 
a billion, crowded on a territory less 
than what it was in 1934. 

These le tters reveal not only 
the serious and unbending moralist, 
the uncompron1ising apos tle of non­
violence and truth but also the man 
of good humour. To Andrew 
Freeman w ho volunteered to send 
his hand spun yarn to India, Gandhi 
wro te: "The p osta l charges for 
sending hand sp un yarn form 

America would be perhaps 50 times 
the va lue of the cotton used in hand­
sp inn ing. 13ut Ame ri ca b e in g a 
ma mmon worshipping country you 
ca n afford such expensive jokes". 

We must be thankful to Dr. 
Reddy for coll ec ting these let ters 
and editing them with very useful 
no tes on each of them. The tracing 
out of severa l of these le tters has 
m ea nt mu ch labo ur a nd 
considerab le resea rch . This well 
brought o ut volume will be 
we lcom ed by a ll for the light it 
throws o n th e many sided 
perso n a lit y o f the Mahatma. 
Readers would miss an index to the 
volume but it would seem that the 
omiss ion is deliberate- it must be 
read in fu II ,,. not cas u a ll y or in 
rand om sa mples. Every word of it 
is prec ious a nd cha rged w ith a 
unique moral and spiritual force . 

OF DEVELOPMENT AMIDST FRAGILITY- A SOCIETAL 
AND ENVIRO NMENTAL PERSPECTIVE ON VADHAVAN PORT 

By Ritu Dewan and Michelle Chawla 

Published by 
Popular Prakashan Pvt. Ltd., 35-C, Pandit Madan Mohan 

Malaviya Marg, Tardeo, Mumbai-400034, 
Year of Publication: 1999 No . of Pages: 226. Price: Rs.165/-

Reviewed by 
Mrs. Suman Oak, Retired Lec turer in English and a freelance writer. 

by CES (Consulting Enginee rin g 
Services) on economic, technica l a nd 
environmental grounds. Yet 
strangely enough Vadhva n situa ted 
in the eco-fragi le, Daha nu Taluka 
was chose n for deve lop in g a 
mu ltipurpose a ll -weather indus trial 
por t a t the in: t,liiCL' ,, r 1'&0 . It \\'<1" 
claimed that onl y a Sl) litary bid by 
1 oni (I t: lllll:C.Li i ,ll dl ill V ll t: llt,d I llll:C.. 

Pv t. Ltd. Compc1n y of Austr,1li<1 ) 
was subm itted . But according ll> the 
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auth o rs th e bid by a n India n 
shipping company was inexplicably 
ignored, while the design of the port 
had been already finished when the 
le tter of inten t was awa rded to P&O 
in February 19Y7. 

V,Hinus sc ie nti s ts, lndi <1 n 
nav v o ffi ce rs, ma ritime ex pe rts, 

1 
j I I ~ ~ J'\. L 1 ,I 1 rJ Ill t I I I \,.. j ._1 1 

e nv1r01 me ntali s ts , and v illagers 
o pp u ::. ed the d e ve lopm e nt o f 
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Vadhvan po rt because of its 
proximity to the atomic power plant 
at Tarapur. 

Fortunately, a few days after 
this research report condemning the 
Vadhvan Port Project, the Dahanu 
Taluka Environment Pro tectio n 
Authority headed by Justice C. S. 
Dharmadhikari rej ec ted th e 
construction of the port by an order 
(which is reproduced in the book), 
dated September 19 1998 to th e 
relief of all concerned. However the 
issues involved are still alive and 
a debate on them is essential as long 
as such mega projects are proposed 
a nd accepted hastily and man y 
times even executed in the name of 
growth and progress. 

In the prevalent pattern of 
growth, modernization , indus­
trialization, globalization , 
liberalization and privatization have 
become the goals to be achieved . In 
the name of faster growth and 
providing infrastructure, fl yovers, 
power plants, dams and highways 
are built to the detriment of ecology 
and often ignore the reality of the 
existence o f peop le. Indus­
trialization is equated with progress 
while ag ri cultur e m eans 
backwardness. Mega projects alone 
are supposed to bring accelerated 
economic growth. The supporters 
of mega projects refuse to take into 
account the informal economy in 
terms of disp laced people, de ple ted 
natura l resources and destroyed 
eco-sys tems. The authors have tried 
to quantify the informal economy 
in terms of formal economy, which 
is the only economy accepted and 
understood by d ecision makers. 
They (the authors) maintain that . 'a 
cost-benefit trade-off ca n be 
vindicated, in the ultimate LJna lysis, 
only by Ll social judge menl. . .' 

As agJinsl th e pr evc~ Iliil b 

paradigm of gruw th v indica ted in 
terms o f fo rmal eco no m y, th e 
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authors juxtapose a paradigm of 
organic developmen t - vindicated 
by social judgement. In Chapter 7 
they relate the story of "Vadhavan, 
Dhakti Dahanu, and Vangaon -
Three representative economies.' 
Let us study the case of Vadhavan. 

Jewe ll e ry die-making is a 
three ge neration old indigenous 
craft in Vadhavan . The die-makers 
have collected thousands of jewelry 
d esigns over the years and keep 
adding to th e m . The tools they 
require are inexpensive. A large 
number of boys "migrate into' this 
village to work as apprentices along 
wi th the yo uth in Vadhavan 
resulting in zero migration out. Die 
make rs export no t only to th e 
neighboring towns and states but 
even to foreign countries. The daily 
income of a family is between 500 
and 1000 rupees. This Industry does 
not harm th e eco-system in the 
least. 

Women almos t so lely look 
after cultivation in this village. Use 
of manure, cow dung, urea with 
some NKP and herbal pesticides (no 
chemica l pes ticides are used) give 
a large y ield per acre as compared 
wi th other places in Maharashtra . 
All fanners have at leas t one bore 
well with electric motor. Plenty of 
vegetables and fruits are grown by 
most families fo r home 
co nsumption, loca l market and 
ex port to Mumbai . Rece ntl y, 
floriculture ha s been added to it. 
Palms, date palms and coconut trees 
with o ther fruit trees produce the 
required fruit, medicine and raw 
material for construction of huts, 
making brooms and mats and for 
die making processes. The story can 
go on and on. 

In short thi s " hi gh leve l o f 
sustaim1bility and self sufficiency of 
V <~diiLl Vd ll lie~ e l..,c:...:I • \I I·•::.Li,Ju::,l) 
developed <1nd ma inta ined by the 
peo pl e utilizin g th e ir lraditi(lnal 
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knowledge sys tems and all th e 
available resources bo th privately 
and commonly ow ned '. This 
economy has a strong non-monetary 
component- the people themselves­
that the central planners of mega­
projects rarely recognize or value. 

The th er ma I power-plant 
operating in Vad hava n, s ince the 
last few years is threatening this 
self-sufficient eco-friendly economy. 
No anti-erosion measures are being 
taken despite numerous complaints 
by the local people. The All 
Weather International Port project 
would have completely d estroyed 
this unique economy, had it been 
given the green signal. 

The researchers, Ritu Dewan 
and Michelle Chawla, have done 
intensive field work. In this entire 
region and have collected first-hand 
information and a lot of valuable 
data. They have taken the trouble 
of contacting almost all government 
officia Is concerned with th e 
international port project, many 
research analysts, press people, 
local authorities, social workers and 
influential local residents. The book 
is re ple te w ith impor ta nt and 
releva nt statistical tables and maps. 

This book is based on a­
project commissioned by Indian 
National Trust for Art and Cultural 
He ritage, Dahanu Chapter and 
fund ed by Rufford Foundation and 
Worldwide Fund for Nature, UK. 
All these orga niza tions, as well as 
th e authors, deser ve to be 
congratulated for bringing out such 
an informative volume essential for 
making people aware o f what is 
going on around them in the name 
of growth. 
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