


We dedicate this issue of Treebon Tirgt

to

Geetaben
TfegbOn Tifgt humbry sarutes you ror your courase

even when death at the hands of hooligans

was staring you in your face.

WHO WAS GEETABEN AND WHAT DID SHE DO?

This is what she did as reported by Siddharth Varadarajan in The Times of lndia

"Two weeks ago the resident editor of The Times of lndia in Ahmedabad sent our office
in Delhi a photograph so shocking that it made my stomach churn...

"On a hot and dusty patch of asphalt lies the naked body of a woman, Geetaben, her
clothes stripped off and thrown carelessly near her. One piece of her underclothing lies a
foot away from her body, the other is clutched desperately in her left hand. Her left arm is
bloodied, as ls her torso, which appears to have deep gashes. Her left leg is covered in
blood and she is wearing a small anklet. Her plastic chappals sit sadly alongside her

/ifeless body and in the middle of the photo frame, is a gnarled, red, hate-filled remnant of
a brick, perhaps the one her assailanfs used to deliver their final blow.

"Geetaben was killed in Ahmedabad on March 25, in broad daylight, near a bus stop close
to her home. She was a Hindu who in the eyes of the Hindu separatists currently ruling
Gujarat had committed the cardinal sin of falling in love with a Muslim man. When the
Sangh parivar mobs came for him, she stood her ground long enough for him to flee.
But the killers seemed more interested in her. ...Geetaben's murder was never meant

to be a furitive, secret affair...

"...Geetaben deserves to be worshipped. She is Gujarat's Jhansi ki Rani...l salute you
Geetaben, from the bottom of my heart for your one brief moment of defiance. For even in

death with your helpless, innocent body bloodied, and your clothes ripped apart, you
showed more courage, humanity and dignity and more fidelity to the Hindu religion

[i rai, P,irtte Mrtri:1.=' Aiai tclroir !d;pdycc rd) uuils ilr rilc pdrr. rtlutll.tr

(Extracted from an article by Siddharth Varadarajan in The Times of lndia, April '19, 2002)
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BETWEEN OURSELVES ...

When we announced in the last issue that the cover feature for this one
would be "Mera Bharat Mahan", we couldn't have dreamt of the horrors of the
Godhra tragedy, much less its "action and reaction" sequel. Freedom First has
never hesitated in condemning the violation of human rights wherever, whenever
and by whomever. The journal itself was founded fifty years ago to expose the
brutal face of communism, which it did consistently, unmindful of the taunts and
slander emanating from the Moscow of the Soviet Union and its stooges in lndia.
During the bogus 'Emergency', Freedom Firsl stood up for human rights and
freedom of the press. Today, when violent communalism has raised its head
with impunity, Freedom Flrsf denounces it unreservedly and promises to oppose
and expose the attempt of its agents to destroy lndia's secular and democratic
credentials.

And so we decided that we shall, in this issue, stick to the cover feature,
but ask how my lndia could be great (in other words, how could mera Bharat
be mahan if its people, whatever their religion or caste or community be, are
raped, maimed, burnt, tortured and killed - all in the name of religion and the
enforcers of the law do little about it. The face on the cover page is the face of
a frightened lndian. How can Bharat be mahan if even a single lndian has to
beg for his life from a bunch of goons. The argument is advanced that the killings
are essentially confined to Ahmedabad and Baroda, so why bring the whole of
Bharat. For two reasons: One it involves all of lndia , because Ahmedabad and
Baroda are part of lndia, and two, today it is Ahmedabad and Baroda, tomorrow
it could be Bangalore and the day after Hyderabad. The cancer will spread and
cannot be arrested if all those who love lndia do not speak up.

The picture of the frightened lndian is by a Reuter photographer. We
acknowledge the source and trust Reuters won't mind the use of this picture on
the cover because the fear in the eyes of this poor man reflects today's reality
in Gandhi's lndia.

Editor

Covercourtesy Reufers
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"The deep nnans round with many voices. Conre, myfriends

'Tis not too late to seek s newer world" - Tbnnyson
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It was not an attack on a woman but against a

tendency.

Shiv Sena leader Raj Thackeray on the attack on NBA
leader Medha Patkar, VSNET Voice, April16

Ram went on aanasns for 74 years just to keep
the peace at home. Our leaders, on the other hand,
are using his nan're to destroy the peace of the natiou.

Praveena Shetty, Ifte ?'inres of lrrdin, April 20

Tl're upper middle classes have formed the base

of the BJP's support. Wealth has, in this case not led
to nloderation.

Ashutosh Varshney, Director of the Center for South
Asian Studies, University of Michigan,

Naosueek, March 18

It must be
country today.

terrifying to be a n'ruslirn in this

Arundhati Roy, Nausueek, March l8

The recent tragic events in Gujarat indicate that
a section of our people have lost tl'reir sauity.

Civil Rights Advocate M.A.Rane,
The Rndicnl Ilunnnist, April 2002.

It is not law that will prevent crime, not POTA
that will curb terrorism, it is a culture where officers
are accountable, but allowed to do their job without
fear, favour or political interfererrce.

Arrila I'ratap, ()ullook, April l5

I am an Indian and believe in five-year plans.
Meet me after five years and ask me if I intend getting
married then.

Actor and model Milind Sonran, lndia Today, April 8

We must be the only democratic country in the
world without a justice departn'retrt and that is nearly
as scary as POTO.

Tavleerr Singh, /rrdin I'otlay, ltprll 8

Bahujana SamajParty leader Mayawati knew it
was not forward to be 'backward' anymore.

Aiay Uprety, The Week, March 10

The most unfortutrate thing in our uation is that
while there are politicians who make laws for others
tllere is no one to control the law makers.

There is enough
another.

Sandip Kumar, IndiaTodnv, March lS

religion irr Gujarat to hate one

Anosh Malaker, The Week, April T
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Hindus feel they (Muslims) ouly understand the
language of Muhammed Ghazni, so let Lls beconle
Hindu Ghaznis.

What is wrong in Gujarat becoming a laboratory
of Hindutva?

Muslims will l'rave to prove their credentials if
they want to live in peace.

I)ravin Togadia, CcncraI Sccrctarl'. Vishs'a I Iintiu

Freedom First April-June 2002

I'arislrad,'l-lu Week, APrll T



Mera Bharat Mahan?
Editorial

Freedotn Firsf does not support the demand for
the removal of Gujarat Chief Minister Narerrcira Modi.
He heads a party that was retttrned with an
overwl'relming majority in the last gerreral elections to
the Gujarat State Assembly. The rrext electiorrs are due
in September. Till then his party has the right to rernain
in office. In a mature democracy, considering the scale
of violence and the rrear total breakdown of law and
order, the Chief Minister would have accepted
responsibility for his failure to stop the killings and
stepped down voluntarily. But such things do not
happen in Irrdia tllough we pride ourselves in being
the world's largest democracy.

It is an accepted political axiom that when
someone is elected to parliament or a state legislature
l-re (or she) is the representative of all the people in
the constituency and not only those who voted for him.
In other u,ords his prirnary responsibility is to his
constituents and not his party or to sectional interests.
This principle has been ignored in India by the large
majority of members of legislatures and parlian'rent.
It surfaced brazenly and unashamedly in the ongoing
Gujarat riots where, according to very reliable reports
nal'ly elected members of the Gujarat legislature
including some ministers were seen leading violent
mobs and paralysing the police either into irraction or
incorporatirrg them as their partners in crime.

According to the Oxford English Dictiorrar,v,
'pogrom' is a Russian word meaning 'orgarrised
massacre' (originally and especially of the Jews in
Russia) and 'genocide' is the deliberate exterurination
of a race, nation etc.' In terms of this dictionary
meaning what is happening in Ahmedabad and Baroda
is undotrbtedly organised massacre of a pc,ople sir"uplt'
because they belong to a particular religion. Arrd, if
this continues urrchecked, it will lead to genocide and
if that happens it will be end of India as a natiorr.

The demand for the sacking of Narendra Modi
makes little sense. As Mr. C. R. Irani points out in his
colunrn in TIte Statesman, what if Narendra Modi
resigns and is replaced by Dr. Pravin Togadia the
international general secretary of the VI-ll'l Calling for
the irnpclsition of President's Rule also does not make
sellsc. Cujarat chief nritrister Narendra Mocli is an RSS

activist, so is L. K. Arivarri, the urriorr honre urirrister
Carr N4odi's viclittts r,rpecl :r f;rir,leal irt sttclr;t
sittratiou? Clearlt,, l)resident's [irrle torr is rrot tht'
ansrver. 1'he only ansrver at this point of tirlre is ptrblic
pressLrrL', national and international, kr conrpgl thc' state

atrd Ceutral governrnents to do what is expected of
any g()verllmetrt - restore law and order and return
to tlre rule of larv. This means, inter a/la, bringir"rg to
book the guiltv rn'herever they are, irr whatever position
they may be, and to r,r'hichever community they may
belong

Is it reasonable to expect that this will happen?
If the BJP is prepared to eat crow vis-i-vis Kanshiram
and the BSP to stay in (or share) power there is hope
that they may still do the right thirrg irr Gujarat even
if be for the wrong reasons But it will at best be a

strategic retreat.

Much has been made of the play-acting that goes
on r,r'ithin that group known as the 'Sangh Parivar',
Take the widespread demand for tl're resignation of
Narendra Modi. The drama (the Hindi word'Natak'
would be more appropriate) that we witnessed before
and during the now notorious BJP meet in Goa
regarding this particular issue, is a case in point. The
meet affirmed its confidence in their apparatchik (again
a Russian word meaning'agerrt of the apparatus'. In
the Russian case the apparatus of the Cornmunist party.
Ilere the apparatus is the RSS and Narendra Modi is
its agent. How could the BJP ask him to resign?
Narendra Modi as an RSS activist is assigned the task
of makiug Cujarat safe for the BJP. And he was doirrg
precisely that. The l'rorrific nrassacre of the innocent
at Godhra rvas merely the trigger Narendra Modi
pulled to further his mission. Why blame the agent
when he was merely carrying out the apparat's
directive.

The Goa meet also brought out without any
anrbiguitv the real objective of the BJP - Installing
I lirrdutva as the national policy of the country. Very
nruch like the Irrdiarr Natirlrral Corrgress of Jawaharlal
Nehlu imposing on the coulrtry a 'socialistic pattern
of sclciety' forty years earlier, atrd almost converting
Irrdia into a satellite of the Soviet Unicrn in the process.

As for the so-called 'mask' worn by prime
mirrister Vajpayee. There rrever was a nrask. At no time
clid he hide the fact that he was part of the RSS; at
ruo time did he publicly aclmit that he had givelr up
his iaith in Hitrdutva. I-le usecl his charll and lris poetic
giits kr goocl advantage. I{e trndoubtedly is an excellent
1rr.1111 lp;1111'1-atttl lre trrrl il lo r'()r)(l ust! Tlte slrirt (l()ct()rs

n'orkt'el rrvt,rtirrrt' to br"rilcl trp his irnage as a cltarisnratic
leader. I-. l(. Advarri rvas Proiected as the hardliner
arrcl Vajpirl,ee as tIe atliable atrd reas.trable pers,tl.

F'reedotn First ApriL-June 2002



Mera Bharat Mahan?
There could not have been a nore stupid statenlent
than this one attributed to n1al1y: that Mr. Vajpayee
was the right man irr the wrong party.

It is time r,r'e accepted facts of life as they are
and not as rve want them to be.

Take the BJP for iustauce. Everyone views the
BiP as an independent political entity. This it is t-tot.

It is a creation of and controlled by the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sanglt - the RSS. The BJP's seprarate
existence is only apparent, not real.

There are two kinds of members in the BJP - the
hard core consisting of the RSS swayamsevaks (roughly
translated: volunteers) and the fellow travellers, that
is tl'rose who are not RSS cadre but those who joined
the BJP for various reasons. These are the 'outsiders'
are not taken seriously by the leadership. They are kept
in good hunour with a few crun'rbs thrown their way
such as a governorship here, a chairmanship there, or
membership of the Rajya Sabha or of legislative
councils.

Sin"rilarly the VHP, the Bajrarrg Dal, the Swadeshi

fagran Manch and their organisations in the labour and
students movements are all very much RSS owned and
controlled. Hence the term pariuar or fan'rily. By
profiling the RSS thus I am not seeking to pass
judgment on their basic passions but merelv to foctts
on the reality.

The reality is:

When you vote for the BJP, you are really voting
for the RSS

When you support the VIJP you are supporting
tl're RSS

When you support the Bajrang Dal you are
strpporting the I{SS... and sc'r otr.

All the coalition partners of the BJP-led NDA
government are therefore supporting the RSS. This they
know but will not admit. When they voted irr parlia-
ment against the opposition's motion on Gujarat they
were really supporting the pogrom in Gujarat. This
includes those who abstained or walked out during
the voting. The RSS has got the measttre of its' allies
their love of office and tl're perks that go with it.

Even it'r thc days tvhen tlte RSS n'.is L.teing drivetr
into a c()r11er with vocifer()us detrtands that the
()rgalllisirti()tt bc Lratrttcti, .t tct:tLt'ttt I 1i.rl i,plrlrscel Iire
demand. And, despite Gujarat, we still do trot agree
with the demands beirrg macle for b;rtrnittg the IiSS or
any members of its family. The IISS has as rtrr"rch rigltt

as any other group in Irrdia to carnpaign and seek
support for their point of view. It is for the people to
choose. But if lrrembers of the RSS and their family
are accused of breaking the larv, they must be charged,
tried and if found guilty, pturished. The same holds
good for members of mttslim fuudan'rentalist groups.
This is the Liberal ivay.

We know n'here we Liberals stand ais n ais
religious fnndamentalist groups But pitiable, if rrot
contemptible are the non-BJP allies in and outside the
NDA who, for the sake of the fishes and loaves of
offices, are prepared to be accomplices rather tharr
allies.

Mr. Narendra Modi has declared that 50 crores
Gujaratis are behind him. The truth will be known in
September when Gujarat goes to the polls.

Meanwhile there is need to exarnine the
majority/minority question. Professor Bandukwala
observed at a recent meeting tl'rat it is ridiculous to
call a population of 40 rnillion n-ruslin'rs a minority. In
fact this majority/minority concept so badly misused
by politicians if not dealt with head on could result
in tn'o nations living within one rvith one of thenr
consigned to the ghettoes. This is certainly uot what
the people of India want certainly not the muslims.

In our view, in the present context and after fifty
years of independence, we are not qualified to describe
our Bharat as Mahan. It is still a long rvay off.
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S. V. Raiu

The Masque - Atal Bihari Vajpayee

It was a wondrous painted masque,
With slits for twinkling eyes,
A slit, too, for a smiling mouth,
Through which poured words witty and wise.

The people were enchanted,
With the magical mask,
They took it at its face value,
Never took it to task -
Until upon a fateful day,
The masque slipped off the wearer's face,
A face both different and new:
Deprived of its old wonted grace.

The words spoken without the masque,
Were not what the wearer once said.
Could someone else have filched his place,
Or, was the wearer really dead?

Or was the man without the masque,
Tlle rcai 

' 
rra| ii,!ide?

The masque worn with firm purpose,
'Hindulva' self to hide?

Dr. Louella Lobo Prabhu

Freedont [,'irsl April-June 2002



Mera Bharat Mah an?
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G.riarat: The Beginnirg of the End?
Kusum Choppra

How many times will Gujarat have to pay the blood price for that Ram Mandir?

On the morning of 27the
February, the Sabarmati Express
fron'r Ayodhya to Ahmedabad
made an ill fated stop at the Godhra
station, amidst raucous slogan
shouting by its krr seuak passengers.
Five minutes later, as it steamed out,
the chain was pulled not once but
twice.

In a very short while the 56
bogie of the train was in flames
wl'rich engulfed 58 persons, mainly
wornen and children, but none of
tlre kar seuak netas, who had
miraculous escapes. Within hours,
chief minister Narendra Modi was
at the site for a first hand inspection
of the damage done. And by
evening, Godl'rra, Vadodara and
Ahmedabad n'ere in flarnes.

The "Jehadi Hindus"

On February 28th, the ruling
I3JP supported a VHP bandh to
protest the train carnage. What
began as a protest bandh and
communal violence turned three
clays later into a genocide by etlrnic
nrobs, led by krrorvu faces carrying
voters lists to zero in on homes,
offices, shops, hotels, factories
tvltatever, to wipe out the musliurs
totally.

Huuran beirrgs were torched
by the dozen, horles bv the scores.
ArrcJ looters canre riding in Esteenrs
and Sautros to detrtrde branded
shops like Zodiac, l)alttaloorrs,
Akbarallv's arrr"l i\4r'lro irprrt frortr
snr;r I ler estairlishrrrents.

81, 111.' tinre the Arnrv came

in, the social fabric had been rent
asunder.

One wondered about these
new foot soldiers of religion. They
called themselves Jehadi Hindus.
"\Mry should only they have fehad?
We must also have ollr own jehad,
our orr,n agenda" they declare
forcefully.

And the aim of their jehad is
to exterminate the "kafirs" fron-r
Bharat.

Did they know the meaning
of "Kafir"? One who does not
believe in Islam.

Here the roles have been
reversed. It is the foot soldiers of
Hindutva who have become
jehadis, out to convert <lr kill the
Islamic Kafirs i.e. those who believe
in Islanr and not in Hindutatr. Were
these neo-Hindus or neo-Muslims?

In another attempt to stand
tradition on its head, they went
about building temples at de-
secrated sites instead of holy orres.

It is an Islamic tradition to build a

masjid at the site of arrother reli-
gion, not a Hindu one. But these
new jehadi Hindus are putting up
instant temples at tl're sites of razed
masjids and dargahs; and giving
them upto-the-nrirrute names like
"Godhriya Mahadev" (a take off orr

Godhra) and lltrlladiy'a Mahadev
(hullacl lttcalls riot). l-he it'otr1' 15,

tlrat in these neo nrtrlraclerr rrrarrtlirs,
tlrc prrrtt-.rtt lnst.tlluLl rs tirat ()t l(.ul
llhakt I lanuutart the presidirrg dietv
perhaps of the Balrang Dal.

l'reedont. Fi.rst April-,lurte 2002

Phased, Systematic Violence

The wounds go deeper every
day, more than a month later, as
individuals are now picked on in a
sinister pattern, partners in inter
religion marriages, the people who
have helped them, their means of
livelihood, all are grist to the killer
rnill.

Ceorge Fernandes flew in to
induct two army brigades which
stood by for hours while the last of
the urban genocide was completed
and the state authorities scoured
Ahmedabad for trucks. Then it
marched out with orre harrd tied
belrilrd its back, a Ia IPKF in Sri
Lanka.

Violerrce shifted base kr the
rural areas, purported ly the
sanskritised tribals attackirrg their
Muslim oppressors. Tl'ris was the
first tinre any such thing has
happened in any part of the
country, leave alorre Gujarat. Finally
violence was controlled a daily
sinrnrer clf death and arson aud klot,
carefully corrtrolled so that Cujarat
was alr adequate blackmail issue for
March 15 at Ayodhya.

Public Emasculation of a PM

Tl'rat was the secolrd phase of
the violence. The third was timed
to the I'rir.ne Mj[rister's rrisit, trefore
arrd after. l)atentl1, cortrert'tJ lrv
sa il rr rn l() v,r lt ies irt t o p ro tec t irr g

Crriarat rrhit'f ttrittistcr Nart'rrdra
Modi, the tlatr rvlrtl has tt'ott ltis

FI()\/erlrnlerrt the ul titnate illter-
rtatioltaI t1t'fanre oi being eclttertecl
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Mera Bharat Mahan?

Putting lndia Down - No Matter What

A friend who has just returned from South China made
some interesting revelations about how China manages to
outprice everyone else in the market.

"lt could put Hitler's labour camps to shame. The girls
live on the premises, two{hree dozen to a room in rows of
four tiered beds. Up before dawn, they are at work by 5.30
and work through to midnight, or until they finish their daily
quota, with three short breaks for breakfast, lunch and dinner,
provided by the factory owner. lt is worse than slave labour
as the payment is minimal."

"What,' I asked, 'about the U.S. Human and Labour
rights concerns?

tt is very simple. There are a number of showcase units
which are shown off whenever the Americans come, while work
carries on apace elsewhere in the vast hinterlands of China.
The show cases can be those of factories, tourist spots,
administrative excellence, cooperative farms or whatever.

Now, I find, we in lndia are following the China example.
To attract foreign investment, we show off our tolerant culture
and lT excellence. Tucked away in Gujarat, we continue with
ethnic cleansing, which is denied by the state and central
governments until both are blue in the face. With the boom
lowered on the media, they may just get away with it, unless
the NDA allies find their conscience. ls that possible?

Meanwhile the Goebbels phenomenon is in display Tell

a lie well enough and often enough to make it the truth. While
Advani holds his counsel, and Fernandes struts the stage,
Vajpayee and Modi insist that nothing is wrong in Gujarat.
Normalcy is imposed at the point of bayonets and curfews.

And exam papers fof the tenth and twelfth standards
remind the students. "there are two solutions. One is the Nazi
solution. lf you don't like people, kill them, segregate them.
Then strut up and down. Proclaim that you are the salt of the
earth." Doesn't that sound very much like Gujarat's Narendra
Modi?

It is a quote picked out from a lesson titled "Tolerance
in the Advanced English course for Std.Xll students. Corning
in the context of the ongoing violence in the state which is
now six weeks old and have been variously described as
'massacres', 'genocide' and 'ethnic cleansing", such a dramatic
reminder of what can be done can only be a big question mark
on impressionable minds already full of questions of what is
going on around them. Why not select a more positive
passage, given what is going on around the very exam centers
where these students are writing their papers? ls it asking
too much?

The qovernment of lndia reacted verv stronqlv to the
statements of the European Union against what is going on

in Gujarat, and to the reports that Muslims in UK are exploring
the possibility of filing a case for extradition of Modi in the killing
of UK Muslims in Gujarat, with possible reference to the
lnternational court of justice for the genocide that is taking place.

There can be no doubt that any such development
would mean terrible grief and shame for lndia which has always
prided itself for its cultural plurality and its tolerance, especially
on the world stage.

But what comes to the mind is the fact that it is our
NRI cousins, so lionized by the BJP and its Sangh Parivar
cousins, who are responsible for many a recent shame for lndia
and its peace loving citizens. While they have chosen to go

and settle and earn abroad, they wish to keep the fires burning
back home so no home grown cousin can compete? Plain and
simple sibling rivalry? ls that the aim of this exercise? Or is it
a more sinister conspiracy of outside influences working on the
NRI attempt to control events in lndia?

The organization of the so-called "Friends of BJP" in
various parts of the world seems to have kick started
secessionist and violent movements in various parts of lndia,
as erstwhile migrants wish to recast the lndia of today as the
lndia of their nostalgic memories glazed by rose tinted glasses
which do not allow for development in lndia.

So we have the Sikhs who migrated decades earlier
funding the Khalistan movement most enthusiastically, for
whatever reasons. After over a decade of terrorist activity which
cancerised the innards of Punjab, which has yet to recover
fully even today, it was the turn of the JKLF.

Once again liberal foreign funding from NRI lobbies
joined hands with local rabble rousers to tear apart Kashmir's
fledging economy stepping out qf the tourist syndrome to much
more. Many cooks spoiling the broth later, Kashmir has yielded
the center stage to Gujarat thanks to whom, for the first time,
the terms "genocide" and "ethnic cleansing" have been applied
to events in the country which has prided itself in the role of
Global Peacemaker since lndependence.

Each of these divisive movements has, at some time
or the other, been taken over by elements other than those
who started it and gone off in varied directions. But the net
loser has always been lndia and her people.

This time, for millions of Hindus of the "Hindu" mold,
this about turn of their religion, by a fringe lobby campaigning
for a macabre, extreme Hindutva, shamelessly modeled on

the more violent percepts of lslam, cannot but be a stomach
churning and shamefully heart rending experience.

Freedont Ftrsl April-Jurte 2002
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with the Taliban and jehadis, never
was prime minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee more so evidently
emasculated in public than when he
stood by the impassive Modi. The
prime nrit'tister tesorted to a now
familiar tactic: rhetoric eloquence.

His emotional appeal over
the growing practice of burning
people alive " Kya hum insaan nahi
rahe? .... Kya nnoh lake jaunga? ..."
nlet a stoic response when the
crowd murmured loudly "wahi jo
hamare paas leke aye ho". If he can
face us, why not anyone else?
deman-ded Nuriben at the Shah
Alam camp, adding that if he had
come earlier instead of waiting for
"security reasons", he could have
felt the heat of the burning for
hinrself.

The absence of any clear
criticism, as against in'rplied criti-
cism, of the Gujarat administration,
was plain. Mr. Vajpayee did not say
a word against the chief minister,
his colleagues who participated in
the instigation of the violence and
the police that stood by.

Hi n d u tva's Stormtroopers

No one is in a mood to give
peace a cl'rance. Son'rething so
innocuous as a poster carnpaign by
the Citizens' Council of
Ahmedabad has been viciously
disrupted by hindutva storm-
troopers who threatened the
advertisement agency whicl'r got the
contract, with dire consequences
unless the hoardings were removed.
Tlrese irrcltrded " stru dlnrms ek
sarnoan, blrcrntni semclti pelrchnn" ,
" nrartdir todo masjid todo yn
gurutlurara girijaghar, usme baitha
snliltn nrnlik cir" etc.

Points to Ponder

Calliug facts are 11o\\/

crawling out of the woodwork.

I That the RSS warned the PM
that any move to remove Modi
will mean spread of violence all
over the coul"ltry, Having long
viewed Vaipayee as a millstone
around its neck, it is rlow
pushing for early elections,
never mind that means the
opposition benches for the BJP.

The saffron lobbies are
apparerrtly emboldened by the
results of the vote polarization
experiments irr Cujarat that it
had sent Modi to carry out.

o At the height of the violence,
Modi sent out teams of his
ministers into tl-re districts to
assess how far the violence and
its aftermath could be trans-
lated into BJP votes in a snap
poll. Party irrsiders insist that
the responses were positive and
things would have been in
place, except for Vajpayee
putting his foot down at Delhi
on March 2T when he told Modi
that relief and rehabilitation
were to be his priorities, not
elections.

. A big questiorr that is
whispered but not answered is
"who planned Godhra?" the ISI
theory has come apart and
investigation sta lled.

o The next questiorr tl-rat arises is
"Who planned post Godhra?"
and the question rebounds off
Gujarat. No one knows the
answer. But hints have surfaced
with records of a BJP survey
done in n'rid-March 2002 to
assess the effect of the violer.rce
on the BJP's share of the vote
in case a sllap poll was held
imnrediately, instt'ad of rt'a itinq
for tlte schedr.rled Februarv 2iX)3'

assenrbly election.

a CN4 Nareudra lr4odi is reported
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to have told off the PM that he
could not be expected to better
his efforts at controlling the
situation and providing relief
and rehabilitatioll. He was
doing the best he could.

Haresh Bhatt, president of the
Gujarat unit of the Bajrang Dal
says that the PM has hurt the
sentiments of the Hindus by
saying he was ashamed of what
happened in Gujarat. "No orle
said he or she was ashamed
when the Godhra incident
happened. That is an insult tcr

us".

Can this be constituted as an
admission that they have done
whatever it was that the PM is
ashamed of. If he was not given
a chance to express his shame
over Godl'rra, perhaps it was
because before anyone could do
anything, the after Godhra
stage was underway in full
force.

On the other hand, Union
Minister of State for Youth and
Cultural Affairs, Uura Bharati
who accon'rpanied the prime
minister claims to be appalled
by the change she found in
Hindu youth in Gujarat.
Shocked by details of the
torchiug of human beirrgs, she
wondered aloud why Hindu
youtll were not even reperltant
after such violent acts.

Finally tl're Union Home
Ministry has woken out of its
deep slun'rber. A month after
the Codhra train canrage, it has

circulated a llote to the state
home secretary and police
indicating tl.rat miscreallts were
rJetr,rrnine'r-i to keetr tlre sittta-
tiorr sir.nntt-rring, that the sttrte
adnritristration mttst rise to tlre
<'rr--casion to thnrart those
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designs, that police must be
given a free hand to deal rvith
external influences and that
radical Muslim groups were
mobilizing youth and preparing
them for physical training.

After the systematic pogroms
against them, it can be no
surprise that the ministry
anticipates that Gujarat has
become a fertile ground for
recruitment by ISI and its
affiliates. What is worth ques-
tioning is why the union home
ministry never noted the earlier
surveys and other preparations
which allowed such a

systernatic ethnic cleansing to
take place in such short order.
After a terror-quake of this
magnitude, is it any wonder
that the 104 odd refugee camps
are deenred "ripe ground" for
jehadi recruitment's? Or since
the Gujarat government has
failed to conduct surveys of
damages and needs, some other
agency may do so, which may
not be exactly conducive to our
national interests? Already
some 8000 odd Muslims are
reported to have fled to safety
in Uttar Pradesh after living in
Gujarat for generations.

The Cu jarat High Court
dismissed all application
seeking the transfer of the
investigations into the Godhra
train carnage to the CBI and
initiate action against Its

officials for negligence. The
court observed that "in the
present situation it is too early
to say that tl're state government
has not takerr arry steps, as it
l'ras other in'rportant things to
takt'cat*. <lf

Among those other inrportarrt
things is no doubt the dramatic

transfer of 27 senior police
officers, with the focus on those
who had ensured that no
untoward incident took place in
the districts under their juris-
diction. What followed was
evident from tl-re sudden
outbreak of violence in Anjar in
the first rveek of April, over a

wl'role month after the Feb.27
Godhra carnage.

o The Indian Social Action Forum
(INSAF) a national forum of 500

social action groups and intel-
lectuals sent a tearrr to
investigate tribal excesses
during the recent violence.
Panel nrer.rrbers discovered
tribals promised liquor and jobs

by VHP activists to overcome
l'resitation over violent attack on

Muslims. Tl'rey were threatened
that if they did not attack, their
own homes would be attacked.
"tribals were trsed as a shield by
right wing organizations to
carryout the agenda of ethnic
cleansing and commuual
genocide".

Like the Kargil war, the post
Godhra riots were played out under
the glare of TV camera, unblinking
and even handed. They showed
nauseating images of the Hindu
corpses spilling or-rt of the 5-6 bogie
at Godhra and haunting images of
burrrt down Muslim homes by the
dozen all across Ahmedabad,
Vadcldara and Kadi and dozerrs of
villages. While the 5-6 images,
which were stonach wrenching
drew t'ro criticisnr, the rest, along
with the conll'nents on the official
instigators of such revenge lowered
the lroonr on the electronic' rtredia.

Ilindtr qangsters cotrld be
iderrtified Lr), tlreir saifron scarves
and trishuls, the Mr-rslinrs by their
skr,rll caps aud beards; their reli-
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gious places were so easy to iderrtify
that it was useless to use verbal
subterfuges; so the media cante
right out and said "Hindu/Mr.rslim
mob", "masjid", "dargah' etc.

Modi and his officials were
furious at being identified. His loud
and abrasive denials, while backirrg
the btttcl"rery, quickly turned hirn
from a n-redia darling to "chief
monster" and the entire print and
electronic media was clamouring
for his removal louder than any
opposition party.

Perhaps Modi miscalculated
his famous clout with the Delhi
media; for it was the Delhi media,
print as well as electronic which has
led the call for his head. Every word
he utters is scrutinized for ulterior
motives and l..e resellts it. It showed
in subsequent interviews and
magnified the decibels of the call for
his resignation.

Broad hints of a "hidden
agenda" were extended to the
agerrda of the pogroms unleabhed
against the Muslims with total
in'rpunity; Ahmedabad's elected
MLAs and Ministers were seen
leading and instigating mobs; later
they confessed that they dared not
face their constituents in the refugee
camps. Cangsters nanred irr FIRs

were not arrested. Was it autlther
hidden agerrda to use tl're post-
Godhra outrages to blackmail the
Ceutre into submissic'rIr at
Ayodhya?

How many times will
Gujarat have to pay the blood price
for that Ram Maudir? First after L.

K. Advarri's Ram Rath Yatra arrd V.

I-. Siugh's Mancl.rl )'atra, agail'r itr

191)2-L)3 after the Babri Masjid u'as

t()l tl Ll()t!li (tltci ll()r\, .,iter C.'.llii..'

MS. KUSUM CHOPPRA is a journalist and

a frequent contributor to Freedonr First
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In the Grip of a Frightening Mindset
Nagindas Sanghavi

The Non-Resident lndians or NRls as they are called are the most
obscurantist sections of the Gujarati community. They have been the
staunchest supporters and financiers of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad.

During the last six weeks,
Gujarat has hogged the headlines
in the national and international
press all for the wrong reasorrs. Sc-l

much has been written by so urany
frorn such a variety of angles and
view points, that there hardly
anything left unsaid about the
horrendous events in tl-ra t
unfortunate State suffering from a

series of calamities natural and man
made. But all these projections are
an exercise in futility because there
are l1o words tl'rat can accurately
and graphically convey what one
has seen or felt about the
happenings tl'rat would leave even
the nlost insensitive persorl
sturrtred. The cold figures are
shocking enourgh - over 800 killed,
30,000 houses, sl'rops and cabins
burnt and /or looted, 3000 vehicles
smashed and more than 1.07,000
refugees - uprooted and rendered
homeless. But even this horrifying 

.
statistics l'rale into insigtrificatrce
wherr viewed against the diabolical
mind set that to day holds its sway
all over Gujarat.

Communal Epidemic

Those who condenrn the
btrrrrings and the killitrgs of the'
innocents do rrot reflect or represent
the prsyqhc tlrat has enrergt'd to hold
the nrajority comnrulrity itr its grip.
,Al.;rrl frotrr ;r rlti'ris,'rrl,' rrrirr,rrit'
nlnrtrst all tht. I Iirr,ltrs irr Crrjar,rt, rrrrt

orrly support, the terrible verrtletta
ior Coclhrir, Lrut even 

f 
trstif_v it as a

necessary cleansing for an alien
community of traitors. It is quite
surprisirrg, even shc>cking to hear
su ch v iews f ro m tlre most
unexpected quarters, from the
people least expected to be affected
by the communal virus, from nice,
sober mild rnannered businessmen,
academics, journalists and even
governnrent officials including the
policemen on duty. Six thousand
Ilone Guards called in to help curb
the violence had to be sent back
lvherr tl'rey were found abetting the
rioters.

Those who are rrot suffi-
ciently acqr"rainted with the Gujarat
of today ;119 1'r1'gnvhelnred b), the
upsLrrge and seek to explain it a$'ay
by barkirrg up the wrong tree. Tl'rose

who deplclre the intense communal
hatreds in Gandl'ri's Gujarat have
tl'reir perceptions outdated at least
by three decades. They overlook the
disquieting fact tlrat though Candhi
did bekng to Gujarat, Cujarat no
lorrger belongs to Gandl'ri and
probably rlever clid. Gujarat has
lorrg back shifted its loyalties away
from Gandhi and, at least from
1969, Guiarat has beerr marked out
as "a c()l'nltrunal riot pro zone" in
the recorcis of the Union FJome
nrirristry. l'here is a fairly klng track
rt c,rrtl r,f crrrtrrtrrrrral rirrls, u,ltich
ertrpt fronr trivial reasons irnr'l
,.,'-.,tir.t,.. t..\'\1 !l \ :-.1,t.\rr.. t' ll!

Ntrrturing Hatrcd

l'hese riots liave left bitter
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nremories and latent antagonistns.
It is a vicious circle irr which tl-re

riots nurture the hatreds and the
hatreds fuel the riots. lt should not
be forgotten that when Advani took
out his infamous Rathyatra, he
chose Somnath from Gujarat as his
starting point and tl're Gujarat VHP
proudly clains that in the
den'rolition of tl're Babri mosque
119921, the largest contingent of the
Karseanks was contributed by
Gujarat.

Gujarat was the first State
and it is still the only State where
BJP has captured po$rer on its own
arrd irr spite of the sn'rashing
reverses suffered by the party in the
Municipal and the Panchayat
elections, the BJP in Gujarat is still
a power to reckon with. lnterrral
feuds, the administrative and
political inefficiency of BJP leaders
in tl-re State induced unprecedented
instability in the State If ive
governnel'rts in severr yearsJ and
Mr. Modi was sent in to arrest the
rot. The events have played into his
hands and even the nrost hostile
press has to concede that were
elections held in the near future,
Mr. Modi would lead tlre party to
a convincing victory.

Mr. Narcndra Modi

llrrr lrl l. tc ,'r','rr.'r, llr'r-l

hirnst,lf arrrl is cleprived oI sttclt
victorl'. FIis nanre is to ciav tlrt' tlost
accurserl ()rte ir"t all rton-Hiltr/rtfzra
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quarters. He has been accused of
unleashing the comnrutraI carnage
to achierre his purpose. He is
denounced as a fascist with a

pogronl of genocide of the minority
communities, of aiding and abetting
if not instigating the devilish fury
of the mob by forcing the
administration into all 'im-
mobilisme.' Police Commissioner
Pandey pleaded with the Chief
Minister for a free hand to deal with
the miscreants. Wl'ren he (tl-re Chief
Minister) acted at all, it was for
punishing the conscientious police
officers for curbing the anti-social
elements amongst the rioters. Such
officers were transferred to more
innocuous posts. Some of the
transfers were so blatantly unjust
that even the Police Commissioner
had to enter a protest against the
orders. Modi did discriminate
between the victims of violence in
matters of compensation and he
could hardly conceal his glee when
he characterized the riots as a

natural 'reaction equal and
opposite.' Mr. Modi is lanown for his
arrogance and his self righteousness;
his alignment with the forces of llard
core Hindutaa was never in doubt.
His sympathies are too obvious and
some of his closest friends are
suspected of organizing and leading
the mobs on their prowl.

Modi has entrusted the
judicial inquiry to a retired Judge
who is uncomfortably close to the
accused groups. Mr. Modi has been
denounced as the single largest
obstacle to the restoration of peace
in Cujarat and the opposition
parties are baying for his blood in
the I'arliaurerrt.

Economic Irnpact

The National Ilunrarr l{ights
Commission and the Minorities
Comnrission have commerrted

t0

adversely on the doings of his
goverllmerrt and the European
Uniorr has nolv added its very
powerful voice by declaring the
Gr"rjarat events as comparable to the
events in tl're Germany of the
thirties. Powerful voices from U S

have warned about the drying up
of investmelrts l'lot only for Gujarat
but for h'rdia as a whole. There is

a move afoot to haul up Modi and
l'ris governnlellt before the
European tribunals and the report
of the Britisl'r High Colnn'rissioner
is said to have gorre against him.
The ministry of External Affairs has
registered a mild protest by saying
that India "does not appreciate"
such comr:rents in public. India
must realize that globalisation of
economy involves globalisation of
interests and it is within the ambit
of their power to inrpose a ban on
the goods exported by or from
Gujarat as blood tainted goods. It
may be recalled that India was
expelled from the international
conference at Rabat in 7969 for the
Ahmedabad riots.

But even the Devil must be
given his due. More than eight
hundred deaths deserves strongest
condemnation but for a community
five million strong, it certainly
car1l1ot, by any stretch of inragi-
nation be described as planning and
executing genocide. Mr. Narendra
Modi or even his colleagues might
be harbouring dreams of an
authoritarian fascist regime but
Guiarat is not India and they have
neither the strength nor the will to
subvert the Corrstituticln - a

protective bulwark for the minority
rights in lndia.

Fpicentre' Ahrnedahad

Uuderlying much of the
raucous controversies is the
changing patterns of the Gujarat
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riots which ought to be analyzed on
the basis of geography hnd
periodicity. It is ir-rteresting to note
that large areas in Gujarat are left
untouched by the fury, which is
concentrated in the city of
AhnTedabad. Out of 107000
refup;ees more than 75000 are in the
citf itself and Ahn-redabad accounts
for more tl-ran 507o of the total
deaths so far. Al'rmedabad and to
some extent Vadodara appear to be
the most vuh'rerable storm centers.
Most of Saurashtra, almost the
entire Kutch and most of South
Gujarat are left almost untouched.
This geo-graphical configuration
requires a deeper and more incisive
analysis to reveal tl're real character
of the events, with its sociological,
economic and criminal inter-
relations and interactions.

The Godhra incident is a

class by itself. But there is also a

periodic graph. The riots erupted
on 28th February and raged for
nearly four days, and it is in this
first phase that the most l-rorrible
crimes have beerr comrnitted and
the most severe damage to lives and
properties of the minority comrnu-
nity has been inflicted. It was
largely one sided. The admi-
nistration and the police were
hanrstrung and the minorities
suffered the most terrible damage
in terms of rnen and properties.
Then there was a lull lasting for a

week or ten days and it is this lull
that has enabled the Chief Minister
to boast of having quelled the
disturbances within 72 hours. Tl're

riots spread into nearby tclwus in
central and north Gujarat.

Minorities' Retaliation

During the rerrerved carnage
after l5th March, in the citY of
Ahmedabad arrd Vadodara, the

I
I
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rninority had started retaliating and
the crowds on both sides often
fought pitched battles. The police
and the administration stung by the

widespread denunciation of its
inertia has been roused into a flutter
of activities. But they seem to have
corlcentrated on the lumpen ele-
nlents from tl're minoritY
community rvhich had takerr the
field during this third phase. This
is the reasor"r why the Minority
Conrmission of India has demanded
the break-up figures of those killed
in police firings and post morten
reports. The National Human
Rights Commission has suggested
that all the n-rajor carnages ought to
be investigated by the C.B.l
indirectly casting doubts on the
impartiality of the Judicial
Commission appointed by the
Gujarat government. Even the
Prime Minister visiting Guiarat with
obvious reluctance, advised Modi
to uplrold Rajdlmrma, which insists
on impartiality, fairness and equity
for all citizens irrespective of their
creed or community.

Criminalisation of Society

These events spanning six
weeks have revealed a frightening
face of Gujarat society where
brutalisation and lumpenisation
have engulfed even the middle and
upper middle class of educated and
socially respected families. Women
and even childrerr from such
families have participated in looting
shops and police have recovered
stolen goods from them. Such
criminalisation is bound to eat into
the vitals of that society rnaking
Gu jarat a bane of Indian
civilizatiorr.

Ghettoisation

The events irr Cujarat irre
terrible trrrd the long term con-

sequences of this tranma are bound
to sadden all those who love
Gujarat and those who love Irrdia.
One result has already started
showing. The government of
Gujarat straining urrder the heavy
financial burden of maintaining92
refugee camps is using every means
both fair and foul to push the
refugees back to their homes. But
they have refused to retum to the
mixed localities arguing that their
lives would be in danger in future
riots. They now irrsist on being
settled in their owll separate and
safe localities. The process of
ghettoisation that has been going on
for a long time has now been
accelerated and the Hindus and
Muslims of Gujarat would by and
large live, work, study and think
separately. The ghettoes have
always been the undoing of plural
societies and it is a matter of deep
regret that a society as mixed aud
as plural as Gujarat would now
begin to break up into its
constituent parts. The call for a

social and economic boycott of the
Muslims as demanded by the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad will only
hasten the process.

Export Quality Terrorists

Secondly Gujarat would
enlerge as tl're breedirrg grurlrnd for
Muslim terrorist groups. The victims
of riots who have lost everything,
seerr their family metnbers killed,
maimed or raped, who have no
property and no hope of a decent
life left would furn desperados and
be an easy target for the recntiting
agencies for terrorist activities irr
Gujarat or elsewhere. Tlrc Weekhas
alreadl, reported olte Saltla Kl'rarr

envisaging such ar career frlr her
\r()u11{l srrtr. Tht' I)ritlc N4irrisl,,r's
anrazing statenrent aL.r<rut Mtrslirns
creating trouble n'herever they live
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is bound to further exacerbate such
feelings. Mr. Vajpayee nrust be
aware that terrorists have no
particular religion. We have had
Christian terrorists in north east
India, Hindu terrorists in Assam
and Bihar and of course, in Sri
Lanka. Khalistanis were Sikhs and
terrorists in Kashmir are Muslims.
We have been blaming Pakistan and
ISI for exporting terror. Now with
Guiarat, we rvould need them ncr

longer and with the business
acumen of Gujaratis we may have
hone grown, export quality
terrorists. The set back suffered by
the Gujarat economy is the least
damagingpart of the riots but it will
push the graph of poverty and
hunger upwards and create a

hungry mob ready for anything. The
fury in Ahmedabad can be partly
explained by the ruin of the textile
industry and failure of the city to
develop proper alternative sources
of employment.

Role of the Guiarati Press

It is a matter of some
confusiorr as to why the best sections
of the Gujarat society have been tl-re

vociferous supporters of this terrible
carnage. The Press in Gujarat has

done its best by spreading rumours/
by biased and urtbalanced reporting
and by inciting editorials. Cujarat
urrfortrrnately has no press worth its
llame. Tl're entire press world is
dominated by two giants fron-r
Ahrnedabad with their local editions
in all the rnajor and in not so major
urban centers. There is not much to
be said about their quality and their
approach. Their weight and their
tactics have alnrost destroved or
silenced alternative sor-rrces of
infort.tratiorr and interl'rretatiotr.

Non-l{csiclent lrrdiatrs

llut the more perPlexing Part

11
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is the role of the Gujaratis rvho have
settled in progressive ancl modertr
democracies of the West. The Non-
I{esident Indians as they are called
are the most obscurantist sections of
the Cujarati community. They have
beerr the staunchest supporters and

firrancers of the Visltrva Hindu
Parish.rd. This is rather surprisirrg
because rvith their exposure to
modernity and to the democratic
values, they ought to be ou the side
of the progressive forces. Br,rt therr
this also happened in the case of

Sikh terrorist groups which rvere
also nourished from abroacl.

PROFESSOR NAGINDAS SANGHAVT is a
well-known political commentator,
particularly in the Gujarati press.

The Case for 'Aggressive' Secularism

Sometimes we assume there are only two sides to a story.

One must be either a leftist pinko or a right wing apologist for
murder. I am neither. Borrowing language from BJP slogans (and

your subject line), I am proud to be a Hindu, proud to be secular,
and committed to making lndia a great power. And there are many
others like me. And there is nothing pseudo about my belief.

I rvill make here a case for secularism, for an aggressive
brand of secularism, and for the need to crush the venom that
the sangh parivar brings to our national discourse.

I am not a Nehruvian, a Congress man, a Muslim, a media
person, a bleeding heart Marxist, or even part of the intelligentsia.
I have a middle class conservative upbringing. I am a practicing
Hindu from the Hindi hinterland who has family that (in part)
supports the sangh parivar. Yet I am militantly secular.

I believe that secularism is a strategic imperative for lndia,
and not a soft ideology that needs discarding. Every single Muslim
citizen of lndia was born there, his/her parents and grand parents
were born there, and his/her ancestors lived, died and are buried
there. This makes them ipso facto iust as lndian as any other.
While the sangh parivar might argue that Muslims in today's lndia
live free because of the generosity of Hindus, let me suggest
that all lndians live free because of each others generosity. This
generosity was not born out of high minded ideals alone, there
is a strong strategic reason for having a compact where each
of us will respect each other.

This buys us enormous slrategic clout in the world. When
Tom Friedman writes admiringly of lndia as a land where Muslims
live free under democracy, that is a strategic advantage. We are
viewed as an emerging great power precisely because we are
an experiment that's working in a world that's increasingly diverse
and doesn't know how to cleal with diversity. lf we pull off this
experiment, we will be the model for a world that is mixing faster
now than its ever done in its history. lt is in our supreme national
interest lo ensure that our experiment works. lf that means dealing
with grave provocation in ways tl-ral are practically irnpossible,
then that's what we have to do.

There is also strategic clout in not being China like. By

being everything that China is not, free, open, tolerant, pluralistic,

Shubh Saumya

we offer nations an alternative pathway to great power status.
Surely that is in our national interest.

By deploying the second largest Muslim population on
earth as a willing strategic asset to keep our relationships with
the oil rich gulf strong, we act in our supreme national interest.
Which other non-Muslim nation has such an asset?

It is in our supreme national interest to be the one rare
developing nation that shares political values and strategic interests
with the west, and because of its experience with lslam, is the
slrongest bridge to lslamic nations. This is not daydreaming. lndia
has strong (might I say stronger than Pakistan) relations with
lran and most of the Arab world, and now increasingly with the
Muslim nations of SE Asia. Has OIC been beating the drums
on Kashmir inspite of Pakistan's exhortations? No. Think about
it.

What happened in Godhra is despicable. The details are
irrelevant. lndia's Muslims must be called upon to end their (ab)use

by cynical politicians and lndia's foreign enemies. Justice must
take its course and murder must be punished. What happened
after Godhra is equally despicable. Some of us (Hindus) killed
hundreds of people pleading for their lives. Worse, these acts
hurt our supreme national interest. lndia needs to bring everyone
responsible to book, no matter how high and mighty.

The Muslim killers and the Hindus killed, the Hindu killers
and the Muslim killed, are all my brothers. lts a waste of time
trying to pin the blame on one or the other. What matters is that
our image is dented, and our supreme national interest has been

damaged. lndians worldwide are embarrased.

I want lndia to be a great power. Economically strong,
militarily strong, politically strong and proud of itself. Anything
that comes in the way of achieving that objective must be (and
will be) resisted. Hindutva as subverted by the sangh parivar
falls in that category. lts eloquent advocates must be debated
and defeated.

From the lndiaPolicv sitF Fvtr2.tprl from 2 rlphatc on the

internet, and published with the permission of Shubh Sautnya.
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Caveats on Gui arat

Chief Milrister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee is justified in tearing
into the BIP governtnetrt aud its
leader for allowing Narendra Modi
to contintte to do his worst or best,
depending on the point of view, in
a state hitherto ktrown for its
inclustrious people aud a sensitive
govenrment able to attract business
hcluses by eusuring them Proper
and efficient facilities, Speakittg at
a rally organized by the Left Front
in Kolkata for preservatiorr of
courmunal harmony, he lanrbasted
Delhi and the RSS adding that he
rvas n:,^/!d,r1r'd to be o chit:f mittister
wlrcn n person like Modi urlto justifies
attncks on the minority population also

passes off for a chief minister. Buddln
said more. We don't want to lcnrn
Hinduisrrt from tlrc RSS, uthiclt uses

religiott as a nrosk to hide its fascist
intentiort to cnpture power and cripple
the minority botlt pltysically and
ecorrornically. There was a word of
corrdemnation also for the assault
on iourr"ralists at the Sabarmati
Ashram. All this is valid atrd we
a1-rplatrd hiur for tlre prosition he has

taken.

There is a great deal that resembles
Buddhadeb's CPI(M) than is good

Mirror on the Wall!
the RSS in the tactics
for governance either

Sfafesman's Editor-in-Chief
C. R. lrani is among the few
journalists who stood up to
Mrs. lndira Gandhi, during the
'Emergency'. I have never
known Mr. lrani troubled by
the need to be politically
correct long before the words
gained their current currency.
I have also known lrani to be
infuriatingly objective. His
columns in The Sfafesman,
appropriately titled "Caveat"
are hard hitting, going straight
to the heart of the matter.

We reproduce four of his
caveats on Gujarat. - Ed.

C. R. Irani

and actions that distinguish
in Gujarat or West Bengal

exclusively' for CPI(M) supporters,
the difference is that any kind of
resettlement in Gujarat is still to
comlrlellce. Alimuddin Street will
not talk to Marnata Banerjee's
Trinamul just as Modi will not
countenance Muslim representa-
tions. A coin, Mr. Bhattacharjee, has
two sides; the one you are holding
is rro exceptiou!

This newspaper wears its
abhorrence of intolerance, of vulga-
rity, of prejudice, of indoctrination
of police and para-military forces,
of the supine bureaucracv ever
ready to jump to attention to serve
political nasters in abuse of due
process of law, on its sleeve. And
it makes no distiuction rvhether the

ideological prejudices. We have just drivirrg force is religio^ or political
had confirmatiou of the CPI(M)'s ideology rrow discredited in thc'
hand in the brutalities at Chhoto land from which it was inpgrted
Arrgaria in Midnapore distric| it is with foreigp n'rasc()ts like Lenin and
no satisfactiou to be told that the Stalil. I irrsist on gg.;d governance;
peclple driven out from their houres this is clearly the leed ef the 5our.
there to the accompanimetrt of the It is true in Gujarat, it is alsg true
same vulgarity were not religious in West Beugal. I ar1 at pains t<r

nritrrtrities but political oprporretrts. tiebulk tle 1etio1 tl'rat sglrehtrvy
If Gujarat practiced a pogronr born there is yirtue itr depr1;cra tic
of religious far.raticisur, the CPI(M) celtralism as a scieltific doctrine.

But there is a great deal that did.the saure drivetr by ideological It is a euphemisrn for suppressirrg

rt,se'rbles the IiSS i. lhe tactics a1d prejudices. The objective was disserrt a1d has beerr givep up in
actions that distinguish Buddha- conmon - political Power by hook the land of its birth, the Soviet
deb,s CIrl(M) tha. is g.od for orI'norefrequentlybycrook.Tothe Urriol;hewever,theadrenalinstill
govertlallce either in G-ujarat rlr victin'rs, it is no consolation that flou's irr the spectacle of sadly out-
idt'st Bengal. It is not enotrgh t() rant tlreir hotrres rvere destroyed, their dated Marxists raisirrg thc'ir
agarinst tiic' l{SS ar.rd all its work. woltleltoutragedand theirnrerrfolk clerrched fists rrn demancl frotrr
tlirc{clIaclet.,'s g.r,t'rrr're.t s5.trlc.l brtrtallV tlttrdered Lrecaustr tlteV f.ssils likc.l'.ti IJa:;tr artrl I Iarkis6crr

look inttt the mirror I lrold up ttt his tvt're 'l rittanrul sttpporters rvltert:its Sitrgh Srrrjeet. lt is rrar,rseetirrg to see

fnC,'. lf llr.' 1.,rli(.(, ;rr', i,r 1,:1 i,,,' ;,. ilr Crriarirt tlte lr'ratlr rr"rs yisi!"'l " " I ' r I

prefutlice, they are sinrilarlt,irractivc tharr they rvere Mtrslinrs. lle- slrrrr.tlrl kttotv be tter, call these

i,, \Arcst Iierrgal t.,,:c..,t,s,r .f settlelrretrt in lt4itllral.olg 1f i11; s1'recitlr'rr lcn,ltt's 1t,11g11 111s1, lta\'€

t.)
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been left far behind in the struggle
for progress and well-being of the
human race.

I must in fairness accept that
there is another difference. The
Marxists perceive, although dimly,
that they have gone too far, their
dilemma is tl'rat they do trot kuou'
how to withdraw. When they do
see their way clear, there is Jyoti
Basu, ever ready to spike the guns
of l'ris successor for the sole

Arun Jaitley, the brightest of
the younger lot in the BJP, and the
fact is not lost on him, came to
Gujarat with a transparent ploy and
he orchestrated it to perfection.
Modi would offer to resign at the
National Executive meet and it
would be rejected with a show of
injured innocence. Being the
democratic party that they are, thev
would want to leave everything,
including the rule of law, to the
people's court - a phrase made
fashionable by communists and also
indulged in by prize specin,en like
Laloo Yadav arrd tlre borr-r again ally
of the BJIr, Jayalalitha.

The fallacy irr the reasouitrg
should have been obvious to the
Law Minister. The charge that Modi
had to answer was organizing and
supporting a pogrom of Muslims,
implemented with speed and
rneticulous detail in Cujarat's
polarized polity after the horror itr
Codhra. The story of a sprontarreotts
outburst of action arrd reaction
l.,:,...,,,r,l :! I
l'lllti) \ LlrlLr, !l',\{ . I l .'',.-

denies he ever said that - is urlt
sr-rbstantiated. 13y the evenint{ of
27th February, a sitting judge of the
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objective of protecting his son,
Chandan. Gujarat is different. The
loonies are at a primordial stage
where they do believe that more of
the same will see them through the
next elections.

The debate iu Goa will not be
betrveen good and evil, betrveen
right and wrollg. No principles of
good goverllance will intrude. No
notice will be taken of public
warnings by Rahul Bajaj and

The BIP Rope Trick!

Gujarat High Court is approached
not by Gujarat's Gestapo but by
military intelligence witl'r reports
that horvling nrot'rs rvere looking for
a Muslim judge living in the area;
the judge is escorted by the army
ttl the Circuit House annexe for
safety.

A retired Muslim judge's
ground floor flat is attacked; he is
advised to leave. The next day he
finds the flat looted and burnt, only
one rool'r1 with clothes and some
papers saved. Naroda Patiya and
other areas lvere svstematicalllr
locrted;rnci Lrurnt. The morlus
operandi was for the Cestapo to take
away knives even those to cut
vegetables and ask questions like
whether they have bon'rbs and
harbour any Dawood Ibrahim men?
An hour later, large mobs with gas
cylirrders, swords arrd trishuls herd
Muslinrs irrto their hutnrerrt and
brrrn thenr alive. Instead of
investigating the Codhra irrcident
and bringing culprits to book, there

. .ll I . \ t 'l,1.\ ..,,. . . ,,!\, \,,i

canlps begirr to fill. A reign of ternrr
is let loose, rr'hich I did rrot expect
to see' in nrr; lift'tinre - I have just

Freedont F'irst April-June 2002

Deepak Parekh, two respected
industrialists, that Modi is taking
Gujarat to ruin and disaster. The
only question in contention will be

- is Modi r.r'irrning the next elections
or is he likely to lose them? It is
scarce believable that we have strnk
so low. The Prime Minister is
rvorried as to what face he will
show to foreigrrers. I worry about
what face we can show to
ourselves!

April 10

returned after four days in Modi's
Ahmedabad. I will report on it fully
later, Godhra is 50 km. from
Madhya Pradesh, 150 km. from
Ahnredabad. Why was MP not
provoked?

To get on with the argument,
Gu jara t raises questions of
disregard of criminal law; elections
by contrast are about choosing
between policies and programmes
of contending political parties. Is
Modi seeking approval of a policy
of waging war upon mirorities? He
can do so if lre wishes but this
canrrot be the cxcLrse for evacling
responsibility for what has already
happerred under his tutelage.

The BjP National Executive
asks Modi to test public opiniorr in
elections. Is public opinion an
alterrrative to the conrts? Is that the
law the Law Minister studied at.rd

practiced? Besides there are trvo
hundred thousand tratttrratized
people norv living in caurps, half of
tl , ;. { I ... I .1. I .l ,,.

I{ayaged \v()ltleu sctpte stril.rprecl trf
their clothes, frighterred children
and old nren arrive and are

lf Modi is asked to leave what is the guarantee that someone like
Pravin Togadia will not take his place?
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huddled there, their eyes
expressionless. Sanitatiorr is rron-
existent, only recently have NGOs
installed sone mobile toilets but
they are woefully inadequate. Is
Modi going to ask then"r for their
photo-identity cards? It is well
settled tha t a law and order
situation judged satisfactory by the
Election Conrmissiort is a sine qua
non for elections. The Comrnission
must satisfy themselves that
conditions exist for a free and fair
poll; the record in recent tinres does
not suggest that the Cortrruission
are ready and willing to exchange
their judgement for the optimism
of the Home Ministry for irrstance.

And finally if Modi is asked
to leave what is the guarantee that
son'reone like Prarrin Togadia will

Ceorge Ferrrandes is the third
persorl in authority to say that the
media - the English media;
apparently they have uo quarrel
witlr Alrnredabad's Sandesh and
Gujarat Samaclnr for instance - are
projecting the situation rvrotrglv.
N4odi began iU he is media savvy
and knows that trt retair.r atterrtion
he has to embellisl'r the lie just a

little every time he repeats it.
Accordingly, the chief minister has
started articulating the injury done
to 5 crores of Gujaratis by the
uredia. From RSS pracharak l're has
risen in his own estimatittn to
l'nastL'r of all rvho lirre itr his state.
The scconrl iir elir-oriol,rgic.rl
sequence is Aclvrrtri rvho nrirtle the
.,.,i,tt trr,rr -r rt, ,,',,, r,,,i,",.- i,,

f irr,rp;rti on (rtlt April. Dol't ask nre
n,hy he wr'rrt to'l-irupati. I aur told
preople so thertt either ttr beg,

Wrong Kind of March!

Spare a thought for the Prime Minister. I grant that
but seems helpless to do anything except making

not take his place? Resignation is
not the answer eitl'rer. I werrt tct
Sabarmati Ashram. I have no doubt
that if Bapu were alive he would
ask Modi to stay, group his stornr-
troopers into battalion strength,
place them under army officers and
n'rake theru restore the homes they
have ravaged, the property they
have looted, rehabilitate the victims
and help them get over their
trauma. Those who have lost their
lives canrrot be restored. That guilt
they would carry to their graves;
the brave an'long tl'rem should
confess and pay the penalty at law.
That is not going to I'rappen because
the Mahatma is forgotten in
Gujarat. Witness the attack on
Medha Patkar and tl're attempt to
obstruct Mallika Sarabhai's peace
effort irrside the Asl'rram. On Modi's

forgir,eness fclr their sins or to seek
favours of the deity.

George has some cluestions
to answer. On his way to
Ahmedabad, he said the Army
would be withdrawn fronr Gujarat
as ihe situaticln \l.its l1o\v norntal.
After a long conversatiou witl.r
Modi and while still tl-rere, he says
sor-nethirrg different - it is for tlrc
Stata gouarnnrcnt to decide urlrcn tlrc
troops sltoultl lenae. Strictly speaking
he is right, the Arury was asked to
col'rle to the aid of the civil power
and therefore will leave wheu the
civil power requests. Tlre events o{
21st April ltowet'tr, girre the lie to
a presunrptiorr that the sitr,ration is
i|l ,Jllt,',.r rrf rpirtrrrint' f rr nrrrrtr rl

attt' titrtt' srr,rlr. I Irltvt, rt,l.,rrletl irt
earlier Caveats that the nrodus
trperirtttlitvns for the Cestapo to tre
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return from Goa, Gujarat television
broke into singin g - Raghupati
raglna raja Ram; patita pauan Sita
Ram; Isltwar, AUah tere nam; subko
sortntnti de Bhngwatr, with Modi's
face doing the arati on the screen!
Are there no lin'rits to hypocrisy?

As I approached the Ashranr
on ltry way to the airport, police
were preventing satyagrahis from
squatting across the road in a
dl'rarna. I got out of tl're car and had
the satisfaction of having the
Gestapo make rt'ay for me. Perhaps
The Statesntan identity card round
my neck helped. An ordinary press
card would have been useless. And
thereby hangs a tale!

April 18

he is deeply troubled
reassuring speeches.

in tl're vanguard, clear horrres of any
possible weapon, even kitchen
knives, before mobs move in with
gas cylinders, swords, petrol and
acid vials and set nten, wonren and
children on fire, generally after
rapirrg the rvolren; irrdeed fire and
rape have beerr the nraior rveapons
<lf terror against Muslinrs. It is
conrnrol'r to come back for the
bodies of the dead in order to char
them beyond recognition so that
there is no question of seeking
death certificates, indispensable to
seek conrperrsation. In the Jamalpur,
Darrvaja and Danilirnda areas of
Ahnredat'acl in the old city the
violenee is sprea.lirrg; tLiggcrcd by,

cr-rstodians of larv and trrcler whri
.,r,,$..i tlrrtr .rirr)tllll il\,illr5 rtilLi

stalted t'iol.ttittl; tvUlnelt, onc ol
tlrern got staLrtred and rlied in
hospital. in the skewecl lrrgic orr

15
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offer the injured party is the police
who promptly go on a rampage and
at the time of writing it continues.

Spare a thought for the Prime
Minister. I grant tl'rat he is deeply
troubled but seems helpless to do
anything except making reassuring
speeches. While the mayhem in
Ahmedabad by the Gujarat Gestapo
is continuing, he promises that fftose

inaoloed in the Gujarat carnage will
not be spared no matter to which
religion they belong. To bring the
perpetrators to justice it is necessary
to cllarge them; to charge them FIRs
must be filed. Is the Prime Minister
aware that the police do not register
FIRs on various pretexts, like
register missing, officer absent, and
so on? He has not seen what I have
seen - sheafs of FIRs already filed
brought to the camps torn in two
in an act of defiance and in the full
confidence that notl'ring would
happen to them for this outrage.
The police are part of the problem;
often they are the vanguard leading

The Gujarat experierrce is
l'raving a bizarre effect on all
concerned and those not concerned.
Instead of paying attention to duties
of governance, the Vajpayee
government is allowing itself to
panic, summoning all hands on
deckl Even the Ministry of External
Affairs is roped in to make
irrelevant and hysterical assertions
of sovereignty, which no orre in his
right mind is challenging. Tl-re poor
Fittrrs are toltJ that Indin tlnes rrot

nppracinte interlcrartce iu its intantol
aft'airs, includittg utilization of media
by foreign lendars ns utell as by aisitirrg
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the drunken mobs; the Prime
Minister should insist on reading
intelligence reports from Gujarat,
although after the recent transfer of
senior officers, I cannot be sure that
they are worth reading.

What is needed is to send
specific directions to Modi under
Article 355 of the Constitution,
failing which there is a clear case
for imposing President's Rule under
Article 356. But the BJP, steeped in
democratic traditions, are opposed
to Article 356. It is a Catch-22
situation for democrats in good
conscience. Governor BlTandari
would also have to be changed, but
will this be enough. The
administration will be effectively in
the hands of the Home Ministry
and who is to say what their view
can be - on current evidence it is
unlikely to be reassuring, The
Constitution is only a means to an
end. The end is good governance.
To seek good governance in Gujarat
today is to look for a black cat in a

dark room that is not there!

Let me return to George
Fenrarrdes for a momerrt. I{e wants
to organize a peace march,
presumably in Delhi, to which he
has invited Chandrababu Naidu
and Mamata Banerjee. After the
collective performance of politicians
over Gujarat, it is an insult to the
victin'rs to have them within a rnile
of any genuine peace march. Such
a march should be by men and
women of stature and substance,
not empty vessels which will only
rnake a great deal of noise. If
George wants marcltes, these
should be flag marches by the Army
in Ahmedabad and elsewhere in
Gujarat. The Arrny are the only
ones with a reputation and they
would be welcome. But they must
be given a free hand.

Are you ready, Mr. Defence
Minister?

April 23

utilizing the Indiau media in the
insulting rnar"rner suggested, let me
make it clear that the press is only
doing its duty, that we do not need
clearance from the Governnrent for
the purpose and that we
categorically reject all imputations
to the contrary. The utterlY
mindless reference irr the Ministry's
statement is to Finland's domestic
Iobbies tri which the Foreigrr
Minister is su1'rposed to parrder.
I),r,'q Firrlrrrd l.l.'e :. .!'reshlr'

Muslitr.r minority? The Nokia loblrv?

The fiords lobby? Finland as a

Scarrdinaviau cclttutry certairrly has

All Hands on Deck!

Can a pogrom of a whole community be part of any country's internal
affairs? Do we not concern ourselves with the plight of mohajirs and

minorities in Pakistan?

dignitnries to make public stotemcnts
in order to pander to their domestic
Iobbies. The nervousrress is palpable
and demeanirrg. Foreign Minister of
Fiuland, Erkki Tuomioja, merely
observed what all except the blind
and deaf accept - The picture of
carnage in Gujarat is uery dlstressing.
Wl'rat n'ould the gorrernment l'rave?
Is the spectacle of the carnage
edifyirrg? Can a pogronr of a rvhole
comnrunity be part of anv coulltry's
irrtt,rl;tl ;t ffairs? Drr rgt' r.trrt r-rrltr.r'rrr

ourselves rvith the plight of
rnohajirs and urinorities in
Itakistan? As for the accnsatiou of
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i
I
t

i
!

I

:

ii



' iili'

.!
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a strong human rights lobby! Is the
world's human rights lobby causing
such concern to the Govertrment?
In that case may I say that the only
way to avoid such degrading but
well-deserved conunents is to avoid
making wooden statements and
irrstead behave in a way that makes
them unnecessary.

The other hand on deck is
Dr. Pravin Togadia, international
General Secretary of the VHP. I
spent two hours with him in
Ahmedabad, which were
interesting professionally. I am not
at liberty to disclose details as it was
for background and I am normally
bound by a professional
conttnitrnent of confidence. On 23rd
April 2002, he upbraided my
experienced correspondent in
Gujarat for a statement in a story
on the front page the previous day
that the policeman in question had
entered a home and misbehaved
rvith women. The good doctor
asserted, rudely I might add, that
the allegation attributed to reliable
sources was false and demanded to
see the actual copy filed. At the
threshold, the correspondent is not
answerable to Togadia; on my

instructions, all our correspondents
are accountable only to the Editor-
in-chief and other senior staff
specifically designated. Any
question of what is prublished is my
responsibility ancl mine alone.
Ulrlike some of my peers I do not
desigrrate a member of my staff to
take the rap for arrything improper
that may creep into the paper. If
Togadia were to check with tl're
Press Council, he would find that
if a staff member is sumrnoned for
anything published, I appear.

Having cleared the air let me
proceed. We tried to get the version
of senior police officers without
success. When the Home Minister
denied the story the next day rve
pronptly published the denial in
quotes and on the front page. I am
not saying that we adn'rit that the
story n'as false; we do not. But as

Honre Minister, Zaphadia is
concerned with the police and in
fairness we preserrted his version.
Togadia then proceeds to intimidate
n'ly correspouderrt in various ways.
Statesnnn correspondents are not
for threatening, it does not work
this way. I have a question. What
is Togadia's lous standi? Is he chief

mirrister in waiting, warning up for
the job? Is he directly responsible
for the perforurance of the police
force today? If so, how and in what
capacity? If he is only an interloper
he can send his view to the Editor
and because he does not have a
right of reply in these
circumstances, the question of
whether to take notice is entirely for
the Editor to decide.

It is not my contention that
all newspapers work this way; I
would not dream of speaking for
anyone else. But I do say that this
is Statesman policy and shared by
newspapers of repute and quality
the world over where a free press
exists. I make no allegatiorrs against
Tggadia. Except that he nlay be
suffering from a misconception
about the press shared by Indira
and Rajiv Gandhi. Tlrc Statesmnn
triumphed over both. Togadia and
I have nret once and may meet
again. But tl'ris should not lead to
any inference that we accept at face
value everything we are told or that
we will drop our standards. The
distinction should be clear.

April 25

Every citizen of lndia is entitled to protection and the due
process of law. When incidents occur between two citizens of
lndia, even though they may be of different communities, the guilty
individuals should be punished. The crimes of the individuals
should not be allowed to be deemed to be the offence of any
denomination or community. The family, friends and other members
of the offender's community should enjoy complete protection from
fear and mob violence. Any government official, minister or lesser
politician found failing in his duty, in the discharge of this
responsibility, should be dealth with severely.

C. RajagoPalachari
Swarajya, June 24, 1961

lssued by The Rajaji Foundation
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Is Secularism Good for Business?
Cyrus Guzder

One lesson of history is worth remembering: that a society that turns
against other minorities, soon ends up by turning on its own.

"Tlrc business of business is

business," said Milton Friedman, the
celebrated American free market
economist. Most businessmen all
over the world would, at first
thought, agree with l'rim. So why
are we, a collection of businessmen,
meeting today to discuss anlong
other things, such distinctly "non-
business" therles such as
Secularism?

The answer lies partly in the
implied other half of Friedman's
statenrent, tltat "the business of
Government is Government."

So, if Government governs
well, business should be free to
concentrate on business.

Another great American
thirrker, Peter Drucker said while
referring to the huge role tliat
business plays in a healthy society.
"it is the social responsibility of
business to make a profit."
Meaning, thereby, that businesses
must rernain profitable, if they are
to corttinue to employ people, create
wealtl'r and enrich societies in the
many ways that they do.

But what happens, when
Governnrents don't govern? Or,
they mis-govern?

They can misgovern by
errors of comnrission; for exaruple,
by persecuting a section of their
citizcns, as is lrappenirrg in
Zinrbabwe or Iraq; rlr trv errrtrs of
()nlrssl()ll, lr) lrlllilll+ t() t()vul.il, t)\
failing tt> maintain law arrd order,
arrd by failing to provide to citizerrs
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their furrdamental rights to life and
to work.

And rvhen there is such a

failure of government leadirrg to
disruption in civil life; the striking
of terror among labourers, shop-
keepers, teachers, ludges; the
closure clf markets; an exodus of
people rvho are consumers of the
products we make and services we
offer - then is it sensible, indeed is
it even etl'rical, for business to say:
"our business is only business..."
and tl'rerr to bury their heads in the
sand and debris of the rubble
created by almost four weeks of
unlawful and barbaric behaviour?
Because, when labour flees and
markets close and consunrers stop
buying, what future do our
busiuesses have?

In my view, we have no
alternative - if we are concerned for
the future well-being of industry
and trade in Gujarat - to pause for
a moment's reflection on the causes
arrd corrseqLrerlces of the events of
the last four weeks.

It will be a sad mistake, I
believe, for us to indulge in wishful
thinking that riots and civil
commotion are just a part of our
life, they come and go like the
occasiotral hurricane off the coast
of Floricla, tlrat the damage will be

repaired, (courtesy governmeut
gr.lnts and iusurarrce cLiiurs), arrcl

soon we'll tre back to "l,rlsirtess ns

lrilrrrr. ur:\(tLl )c/ t', ir.tL \\ ( (ll c

experiencitrg in Cu jar.rt are not
rurerre riots; nor rvill all the danrage
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be repaired; nor will business
bourrce back. Gujarat has been
wounded deeply this time, it is still
bleeding, and as we shall see, the
seeds are being sown for still worse
to corne.

Who does Gujarat Belong to?

Your famous poet and social
historiarr Narmadashankar Lal-
shankar (who died in 1886) is
remenrbered for his great poem
'lay lay Garvi Gujarat", in which
he celebrated all those cultural icons
which provided a sense of identity
to all who lived in Gujarat. In
asking "wlto tloes Gujarat belong to?"
he listed all the castes, communities,
religions, sects; then says, not just
these, because Gujarat does not
belong to any particular group; he

continues, that Gujarat belongs to
all those who speak Gujarati; and
then, not satisfied, goes on to say
that Gujarat also belongs to non-
Hindus, the Parsis, Muslims and the
non "sa-uarna" conrnrunities.
Narrnad believed passionatelv that,
arorrud such a cultural imaginaticlu

- truly secular in spirit - a sense of
belonging could be forged for the
Gujarati people.

Narmad followed a great Jain
tradition of compassion and
tolerancc; and Gandlri followed
Narmad, converting a whole natiotr
to esponse the idea of "ahimsa." St't

rvhat Iras l.rrouglrt this great
tradition, in this great State, to a

l,t,irtt rr i,.-,. ., tt:et:rti r]r,rtrll,ei,i..irj
title sunrs up the present sitttatittrt;"
Getutcidc itt the Intrd oi Cntulhi"?
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It nay be best, though

distasteful, to confront certain facts

directly. The more openly we speak
about these, the more likely rve are

to be able to deal with them:

o The horrific incident at Godhra
was a criure agairrst humanitY
and it is to be utterly cotrdentned.
Its culprits need to be fourrd, tried
and dealt with in the rnost severe
way that our laws provide,
including if necessary with the
death penalty. In the words of
Pro-fessor Bandukwala "whoever
committed that crinre was surely
one of the worst enemies of the
Muslims."

r The civil disorder in Ahmedabad,
as it escalated into a combination
of looting, arson and attacks or-r

people, quickly revealed one clear
pattern: that the maximum
nurnber of a trocities were
committed against Muslims and
Dalits.

o The vernacular press in Gujarat
played a highly regrettable role
in the run up to, and during, the
disturbances. Many Musliur
es ta b I ish nren ts bea r in g noll
Muslim llames, were speci-fically
listed by these papers; and all of
these were subsequently torched
to cinders:

r Arr amazing de-humanization
could be seen irr the behaviour of
those on the streets. Most were
youllg in age - in their twenties
or less. To hear 12 and 15 year old
boys screaming for rape and
murder, reflects a brutalisation
that is difficult to comprehend in
a land that was the breeding
ground of "ahinrsa"' A new and
dis-turbing trerrd is nou, to hear
rv()n1e11 als<t exprressing then'r-
st,lrres in sultlr()rt of lrrtrt.aI
re trilr u tiorr.

o As the genocide strrread frrlnr

Ahmedabad to other cities and
the countryside, a systematic
attenlpt could be seen tcl target
and destrcly the ec<lnomic base of
the Muslinr conmunity.

A Riot... or Genocide?

Let us ref lect on two
dimer-rsions of this tragedy. First,
the specific targeting of the Muslim
sectors of employment and
con'lmerce does not hurt Muslin'rs
alone. It requires no Breat
irrtelligence to understand that they
are a part of the larger econonric
chain in tlre Gujarat econon'ry. So
attacking Muslim traders, shops,
establishn'rents, factories - deals a

blow to the economy of Gujarat,
and hurts the larger conmunity as

well.

Second, the notion that a

"kriya" (action) gives rise naturally
to a "pratilcriyn" Geaction) rreeds to
be firmly dismissed as being both
fallacious and dangerous. We've
heard this time and again in the
history of mankind, as a justification
ftlr violeut and aggressive
bel'ravior,rr. Again, to hear this from
a leader in the land of Mahatma
Gandhi leads one to wonder how
a non-violent doctrine which once
united the whole of Irrdia, has
degenerated so rapidly into an alibi
fc'rr not beirrg able to - or not beirrg
willing to - nraintaiu law and order.

Likewise, leaders of the Shiv
Sena in Bombay, wheu threatened
with a suit for danrages by the
owners of a fine private hospital in
Tl.rane that was recently set on fire
by Sena activists, (because their
leader died in that hospital after
sustaininc injr,rries irr a car crash)
pleadecl that the rioteers be
,-.v,-r,q,.,.1 lr,',-lrrcn Iltr,\/ \^rfrl-p

"rr.rtrr r'.rllt"' t'rrrotirrrrrllv uirsel t v
the cleath of their leader.
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Consider the arithmetic of the
situation"
o Fifty six 'Karsevaks are killed (let

it be repeated) irr an utterly
condemnable atrocity.

o As a "rtatural" reaction,
somewhere between 600
iunocents, that too in another city,
are killed; and then hundreds
more are burnt or butchered in
the other towns and villages in
Gujarat.

o So, if the Government does
nothing to swiftly punish the
perpetrators of Godhra,
Ahmedabad and the killings
elsewhere, tl-rey, and we the
public that elects our Govern-
ments, have accepted (or
condoned) the principle that, 18

innocent liaes are fair retribution
for each kar-sevak killed.

o What if this chain of reasoning is
carried one step further? For tl're

thousand people now dead,
would it be a "natural" emo-
tional counter-reaction, in the
ratio of 18:1, for 18,000 more
innocents to be slaughtered? You
canrrot fault the lclgic, or the
arithrrretic?

o Therefore, the citizens of this state

- and particularly we busi-
nessmen - must do everything we
can to refute this utterly
darrgerrxrs proposition, that arr act

tlf violence can lead naturally tcr

a coullter-actiorr of violence. lt is

nothing but a self serving political
argument, which if given greater
currellcy, will surely wreak
terrible danage on the economy
of Gujarat and of India.

Who Loses?

Earlier, I had said that vve

('rllr n() lonr:er ctrntenrt.rlate the
reCent everrts aS a paSSirrg St()r'lt1

and expect that sc'rolr it should be
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business as usual.

In today's economy, it can no
longer be so.

o Workers can vote with their feet.
Much good labour may desert the
State, adding to poverty and
unemployment in Gujarat and
other states.

o The poorest, daily-rated worker
always suffers the most in a riot.
There are more Hindu daily rated
workers than Muslims in most of
our cities, so the maiority
community - at the lowest level
of subsistence - is also dealt an
economic blow.

o For every one person killed in
riots, a dozen more may lose their
breadwinner and hundreds more
become homeless. What do we
gain by impoverishing our
consunrers?

o Economies need stability and
confidence in their future to
attract investment. The flight of
capital from this State cannot be
counted at this noment; but in a

wl'rile, it will be evident. It is safe
to predict that hundreds of crores
of investment will be turned
away over the next few years, if
normalcy doesn't returtt noa'. Is

this a price that tl're citizens of this
State should pay in the long run,
so that a few leaders may have
tl're temporary satisfaction of
"teaching some people a lesson."

o Finally, (staying only with the
economic arguments) Indian
business and industry, for ten
years, have never lost an
opportunity to berate the
Governnrent at the Centre for not
doing enough to help Indian
industry become globally
competitive. Yet, what happened
in Gujarat, without industry
(except for CII) raising its voice,
will directly result in Gujarat
beconring less competitive in
future.

Its access to a good
workforce, experienced managers
and Indian and foreign investment
is already being undermined. We

know that already British Gas (due
to invest $500 m in the State) the
foreign strategic partrrers of Maroli
Port, McDonalds, Samsung, LG,
and a host of others are openly
discussing a review of their
irrvestments in Gujarat.

Are We A Secular State?

Thanks to much confusion in
the way we use English, we seenl
to have lost our understanding over
the last 50 years of the c<>rrect
meaning of the word "secular." (lt
is interesting tltat there is no
equivalent word for "secular" in
Indian languages!) The English
word has always been used in
contra-distinction to the word
"religious." While a purist
definition would actually imply
"anti-religious", the generally
accepted meaning the world over,
is that a secular state is one where
the State remains irrdifferent to, and
neutral between, the religious
beliefs and practices of its citizens.
In short, the separation of Religion
from the State

Tokenisms

The fashion of coining slogans began with the dawn ol
independence. Our first Prime Minister, Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru coined the slogan "Araam Haraam Hai". Every one
knew how hollow the slogan was, but everyone enjoyed
quoting it nevertheless. The second Prime minister, Lal
Bahadur Shastri gave us the slogan "Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan"
we all knew that glory to the Jawan inevitably leads to
the death of the Kisan, then Smt. lndira Gandhi's slogan
"Garibi Hatao"(Abolish Poverty) abolished the poor
themselves as also the poor's values of liberty and
democracy. The present prime minister hit a sixer in when
he hailed his government's nuclear test "Jai Vigyan" (glory
to science)

"Mera Bharat Mahan" was coined by our youngesl Prime
Minister Sri Rajiv Gandhi who presided over the attempted

-r.t.., ^:r.t.- ..t_:-t- ,_^ -t^.,L1 l.^^;,-^,\:"^.t tk^
P!yrv," - -i

present prime nrinister's Jai Vigyan gang to launch a

pogrom of Muslims and Christians. As was the fate with

the other slogans, "Mera Bharat Mahan" has also been
consigned to the dustbin of history.

o Mera Bharat will be Mahan when it rids itself of the
national disease of perversions of truth; when politics
ceases to be a power gamble and grows into a value
ennobling the spirit of the nation.

Mera Bharat will be Mahan when it rids itself of mlitant
cadres with animal instincts, belonging to different
political outfits pursuing inscrutable & indecent goals.

Mera Bharat will be Mahan when there is an outpouring
of noble patriotic sentiments by every lndian, young
and old; when some great spirit, whether an artist, a
scientist, a stalesman, or some one like thal pours
out his enthusiasm wherein he is inspired by love,
n^hl;t' m.^'a.^imilv rnd er rnh alhor nncilirro foolinOs
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The Constituent AssemblY

debates on the subiect were heated,
witl'r many attemPts to propose the
concept of equal suPPort for all
religions, an idea contained in the
plrrase "sarua dharma samabhaaa" -
a phrase now so misused and
confounding in its Practical
application, that it ought to be given
a holiday. This should stop our
political leaders from rushing
around the country, at your and nly
expense, worshiping at shrines of
wl'ricl'rever religions are politically
expedient for them.

Dr. Rasheeduddin Khan,
former Director of the Indian
Institute of Federal Studies, has
often being quoted on his well
accepted definition of secularism:

"... the secular character of the

State is exhibited when it remains
distant t'rom, and distinct from,
religion-dominated politics. In
pursuit of State actiuities, it should
slrcw a respectful indifference to
religion and keep a aigilant distance

from political communalism

"... tlrc State in India is not n

federation of religions; nor an
aggregation of religious commu-
nities. It is an asnciation of citizens

- free and equal - irrespectiue of
caste, colour, sex, Ianguage, region
or stnttts. A ntodenr State is bnsed

on er Cottstittrtiott... therefore a

secular State should act as a secular

State, no less and no nnre."

In short, a society is secular
when any individual can go about
l'ris business confident that no one
will harm hinr on the basis of his
religion. Religion belougs to the
horne, the family, the tenrple or
Churclr ,.rr Mos1111g - btrt rrot irr

ptrblic life.

!\ n) lr(lVc \\'e l()ulld lt s()

difficult to operate secular forms of
g()vernance in lndia? Let us state

some more unpalatable truths.

Pre-rnodern lndia was very
communal. If it was a l-Iindu State,
there was no equality before the
law, no equality of citizensl'rip. lt
depended on your caste; even
punishment depended on your
caste. If it was a Muslinr State, all
others were second-class citizens.
It is only in modern India that some
conceDt of eoualitv before the law
is surfacing

Yet, in the 1970s, lndira
Gandhi brazenly undermined this
spirit by building her vote-bank of
Kshtriyas, Harijarrs, Adivasis and
Muslims, known as KHIM. Even
now, when a major political leader
in Bihar aggressively attenpts to
unite Yadavs and Muslims, we
don't bat an eyelid. With over 35%

of Gujarat's population corrsisting
of Patels, Banias arrd Brahmins, is

it surprising that caste politics is still
in full play?

If we are failing as a secular
State, it is because equality before
the law is not bcing practiced.
Unless we try to remove caste and
religion from public life, secularism
is going to be very difficult to
uphold.

Can We Teach Minorities A
Lesson?

Consider auother set of
nunrbers.

The population of Muslin'rs irr

India is approximately 120 million.
If they were a nation on their own,
with a population of that size they
would be ranked the 9th larS;est

rration in the wtlrld! Does it make
setrse to threatr'tr a rvar against such
a large community in ottr midst,
rrtillr s1,11';111q .t1r'lr :rc ",,i, ln l),tI-i<1,"'

- or tlu' knl,nrsstott"?

J'he nrotlc'trt people begin to
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believe such slogans, seeds of deep
insecurity will be sou'n in a vast
population dispersed across every
part of our country, cities and
villages. Should such a community
turn hostile, then in today's world
of advanced weaponry and suicide
bombers, it is not difficult to
envisage the majority community
being subject to immense threat and
risk, that rnay endure for
generations.

Omkar Goswami, CII's chief
econt'lmist, in a recent article,

From Madressa to Gurukul

Schools for training Parsi
priests, and there are a few of these
in lndia, are known as madressas.
According to a report in Outlook
magazine (April 15), one such
school in Bombay, afraid that it
could well be mistaken for an
islamic school, changed its name
lrom madressa lo gurukuL Perhaps
the authorities of this school were
concerned for the safety of the
students who are young parsi
boarders. That this name change is
born out of fear arising from the
pogrom in Gujarat cannot be
denied. But where will this madness
take us? Are we going to change
the Parsi Yasmins, Roshnis,
Mahtabs and Faridas to Hindu-
sounding names? And how is that
going to protect us if the killings get

reversed and the other communitY
attacks lhe gurukul? Are we then
going to rename it a convent? At
this rate a day may soon come
when we will be required to wear
community identification badges.
Let us pray that such a day will not
come and those responsible for the
present insanity realise that every
person is God's gift to this world and
nobody has the right, for whatever
reason, to take the life of a fellow

o1
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quoted a few lines from a poem
("Remorse for Intemperate Speech")
by Y. B. Yeats:

"Out of lreland we lnae come.

Great hatred, Iittle room

Maimed us at tlre start
I carry in my mother's uomb
A fanatic lrcart."

The Sangh Pariwar may
derive satisfaction for pulling
Muslim minorities down a peg or
two; but the appalling consequences
of their actions will be to breed a

whole new generation of terrorists
both in their own fold and among
the communities of Muslim and
Dalit victims. Imagine an " intifada"
type situation permeating the cities
of India, where will the Hindus
then turn? Especially when all the
international goodwill we have
recently built up will vanish and we
shall be regarded as not different
from our neighbours across our
north western borders.

Is it not, therefore, our duty
as educated, secular and rrrodern

My Beliefs

For some years I have held the position that each
of the three main political groupings in lndia has one
important and vital truth of value for our polity.

The Congress and its Non-Left offshoots have one
thing important to say: lndia cannot but be a secular nation.

The BJP and its friends have one thing important
to say: Every lndian should be proud of being an lndian,
and certainly not ashamed of being an lndian (and NB.
the Hellenic etymological roots of lndian and Hindu are
the same, deriving from the River lndus; it is said that
Muhammad Ali Jinnah once wished to see a Pakistan and
a Bharat both under the same umbrella of an "lndia").

The Left has one thing important to say: The
interests of lndia's masses are in general different from
the interests of lndia's rulrng elrtes/decrsron-rnaKers.

I happen to believe in all three of the above, so I

thinking Indians, to roundlv
condemn their hateful and suicidal
slogans? Should we not be putting
every pressLlre on Government to
clamp down sharply on the
distribution of pamphlets spreading
virulent nonsense about minorities?

Minority Rights ... or Human
Rights?

One lesson of history is
worth rememberirrg: that a society
that turns against other minorities,
soon ends up by turning on its own.
Consider, too, that our natiou is
replete with minorities - not just
Christians, Buddhists, Sikhs, Jains,
Parsis and others; but most
strikingly, Hindus have the largest
minorities of all! Indeed, who or
what is the Hindu rnajority? What
happened to Brahmin superiority in
Tamil Nadu? What's happening to
upper castes as the lower castes
form coalitions? Is the numerical
superiority of Dalits in several
States fully appreciated? Adivasis
are nol4/ organising and striking
back. Indeed going back a little in

time, have we forgotten that over
half the Mughal elite that ran the
Mughal administration were
Raiputs?

The issue for all of us in Cll
is not to sweep these enbarassing
caste-political issues urrder tl're
carpet; but to take a clear stand
witl'r Govemments that we do rrot
believe in an India segmented by
caste. We don't rnake our soap,
shoes, TVs, cycles and
pharmaceuticals for this caste or
that. And, we would wish to recruit
our work force from all
communities based on competence
and productivity.

It's high time we spoke up
for industry and commerce and
declared that we don't believe in
religious rights or minority rights,
but only in human rights.
(Based on an address to the CII, Gujarat, on
March 30, 2002)

MR. CYRUS GUZDER is an ardent
conservationist and a leading business
exectrtive.

Dr. Subroto Roy

am happy to be considered a secularist, a Hindutvavadi
or a Leftist if that is what that makes me. But there are
also problems with each of the groupings.

The problems with the Congress and its non-Left
offshoots are personality cults, bad economics and vote-
bank politics. The problems with the BJP and its friends
have to do with the rapidity of their slide into intercommunal
hatred or bileousness. And the problem with the Left in
lndia is the same as that with the Left almost everywhere,
namely, hypocrisy. Corruption is common to all three. So
I should prefer for the moment only to be what I in fact
am: a member of the non-party political group called the
lndian Liberal Group founded by the late Minoo Masani.
Enquiries may be addressed to its President, Mr. S. V.

Ra,ju at freedom@vsnl.com

Dr. Subroto Roy is Professor at llT Kharagpur's Vinod Gupta
School of Management.
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The Debauching of Secularism in India
Nitin G. Raut

Secularism has come to be redefined as anti-Hindu communalism.

It does not require anyone to
tell that killing is inhurnan.
Therefore, what happened in
Godhra and the rest of Gujarat
deserves to be unequivocally
condemned as something which no
civilized society ought to
countenance.

The enormity of the carnage
cannot detract from the politi-
cization of secularism which
manifests itself during such grim
tragedies. And Godhra, and the rest
of Gujarat, like in the past, is a

study in contrast.

Pseudo-secularism

To trace the communal
tension to the Ayodhya issue is a
travesity of truth. After all what
happened orr 6th December 1992
did not start happening on 15th
August 7947. lt took no less than
forty two years of perverted notions
of secularism for Hindus to react.
So long as Hindu politics were
divided on caste, region, and
language, secularisnr was 'safe'.
Appeasement of Muslim commu-
nalism both in domestic and foreign
policy was a matter of fact, accepted
by all and questioned by none
without inviting the stigma of
communalism. This brand of
secularism is practiced unabashedly
and irrdeed is a passport to
secularisnr or tcl put it nrore
;rp 1--rtopria tely, pseu cl o-secu I;r ris nr.

I herelrrre, rl tlre Aytrdhl'.r
lknr Mandir issue stuck a chord in
the l-lirrdtr frsyche, it lvas due to the

total marginalization of the Hindus
in national politics. It came to
symbolize the rallying point for the
Hindu identity. It was a small
demand to build the Ram Mandir
where the Babri structure was built
by Babar after demolishing the Ram
temple in the 15th century.
Although claimed as 'rnosque' no
namaz was offered since 1947. But
there was marked indifference and
insensitivity to the Hindu senti-
ments by the intelligentsia, the
media and sections of political
leadership styling themselves as
secular.

The Hindus'Handicaps

The intransigience of the
entire spectrum of Muslim
leadership was no less callous. The
Hindus were taken for granted in
the name of secularism. On the
other hand, imagine the electrifying
impact on the national unity and
inter-religious harmony if for once,
Hindu sentiments were respected
by allowing Hindus build the Ram
Mandir in Ayodhya. The RSS and
the VHP on the other harrd could
have been told that beyond
,Ayodhya, Kashi and Mathura, no
such demands would ever be raised
in future. But the politicized
secularism did not provide for any
room for consideration of Hirrdu
sentinrents whiclr largely reurairred
inarticulate, disorganized and
lacked tlre political value ior the
secular political leatlershil-r to takt'
coqnizance oi. lnsl-rite rrt being in
the rrrajority, the Hirrdus lacked a

political constitue'ncy. Ayodhl,a is
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precisely the expression of Hindu
sentiments which the politicized
secularism refused to recognize. It
is only in India that secularism is
sought to be justified by criticizing
the majority and its organizations.

If the Gujarat riots have
agitated the secular leadership so
much, it is not their faith in
secularism as much as their concern
for the Muslim vote bank. Secu-
larism as practised in India has
become a defining manifestation of
anti-Hindu communalism that is
packed and marketed as 'secu-
larisn'r'. And the Gujarat riots
precisely proved such hypocrisy
and double standards. The selective
morality has redefined secularism
as a politically convenient and
expedient concept to nleall malig-
ning of Hindus and exploitation of
Muslin'r vote banks.

The Intelligentsia's Poor Record

If violence and killing, or
concerrl for preserving tlte plu-
ra listic society was really the
concenl of the secular leadership,
the n-redia and the intelligentsia,
their track record will hardly justify
it.

For the last fifteen years/
Hindus and Sikhs in Jammu and
Kashurir are beirrg butchered and
killecl bv Islanric fehadis both
foreigrr and lndiart. 'l he eti'rnic
clearrsirrg oi Flindus arrd Sikhs in

Ktrshnttr is alnrost courplete.
Separatism in the name of lslam
and jehad is operrly justified. No
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secular politician visited J&K, no
agitated marches of MPs to the
President, no dharnas before
Parliament, no condemnation of the
State of Jammu & Kashmir
government of complicity, or
accusation of the J&K Police of
communal bias or dereliction of
duty. Not even pictures of slain
Hindus and Sikhs and their buint
out hearths. The killing of Hindus
and Sikhs is never described as a
carnage of Muslim communalists.
On the contrary, Islamic terrorism
is sought to be projected as a

movement for self-determination
and death of terrorists is
championed as violation of human
rights. That section of Hindus and
Sikhs are refugees in their own land
is a non issue and ofcourse cannot
be a secular issue.

A few years back, four RSS

pracharaks in the North East were
murdered. Far from making
headlines, it barely made a ripple
and obviously did not catch the
attention of the secular leadership
or the national media.

In West Bengal, the
communist government has openly
collaborated and even condoned
Naxalite terrorism. In Kerala, the
Marxist governn'lent was openly
shielding its cadres who murdered
RSS members. And if this sounds
like a reaction of Hindu commu-
nalists, no less a persona than
Trinamul Congress' Mamta Baner-
jee was constrained to point out the
complicity of the communist
government in eliminating its
members in West Bengal.

The Pakistani Inter Services
I1r[olligollro trtiviti,*' ar,r ^rl +h.. .iso

Could it have succeedeci without
the support of a section of the
Muslim communalists? Do the
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secularists have tl're moral courage
to call a spade a spade?

Preiudiced Views

Soon after the U.S. began
bombing in Afghanistan, certain
Muslim organizations called for a

boycott of the U.S. and British
goods. The ostensible reason was
the killing of innocent people in
Afghanistan. So it was in Jammu
and Kashmir. Was there any
corresponding reaction by any
Muslim organization? What was the
rationale of such a call if not
communal. In the context of the war
against terrorism, who was India's
friend - the United States or the
Taliban-Al Queda axis?

Selective Secularism

Why does the secular
leadership observe smug silence or
go into hibernation to selectively
suit its politics? lf Hindu
organizations can be questioned
and subjected to media trial why is
the same activism lacking in
questioning Muslim communal
elements? Equally heart rending
and poignant would have been the
stories and photos of Godhra. Why
did the media fail in its
irrvestigative journalism on Godhra
or nanre the community or tl-re

organizations responsible for the
Godhra train inferno. Who then is
distinguishing the killings in
Godhra from that of the rest of
Gujarat?

If Hindu oriented parties like
the Bharatiya Janata Party and the
Shiv Sena can be dubbed as
commnnal, who aligned with the
Muslim League in Kerala or

..t .1. t.,,. r:t-- .- I+1.1... l,,r
"*t t ''
iu Andhra l'radesh. Why is it tirat
the a ss id ut'l us cu ltiva tiorr of
Muslinrs by parties like the
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Congress, the Samajwadi Party, the
Rashtriya Janata Da I or
Communists pass off as secularism.
Wl'ry can't these parties be dubbed
as Muslim communal parties? Is it
a sacrilege to do so? Why is there
a marked reluctance to take the
Muslim communal bull by its horns
by the so called secular leadership.
When the West Bengal government
wanted to investigate the activities
of 'madrassas', it was dropped like
a hot potato in the face of protests
from Muslims and secularists. And
what does one make out of this -
secular or communal. Did the
involvement of two Congress
councilors in Godhra make the
Congress communal or reflect on its
secular credentials. Did the media
question the role of the Congress in
Godhra?

The Dilemma

The answer to communal
violence is not in criticism of the
Ram Mandir movement. There is a

crisis of secular credibility that has

gripped the nation. India is not at
the cross-roads of secularism or
theocracy. It is on the horns of a

secular dilemma - genuine or
pseudo. Such dilemma can be
resolved only if each religion has
a healthy respect for eacl'r otl-rer. If
the minorities cannot be suppressed
in a democracy, neither can the
maiority be subjugated. And that is
the dilemma - the lack of moral
leadership in India.

In the United States, after
11th September 2001 bombing,
many suspected Muslims were
arrested, not because they were
followers of Islam but more as
crrsnprtorl terrnriqtc Rrri rrnlike in

lrrdia, the Ilush adn.rinistration lt'as
not accused of anti-Muslim bias by
its media and political leadership.



Mera Bharat Mah an?
Neither was President George W.
Buslr's appeal to American pride
and patriotism followirrg the WTC
bon'rbing dubbed as fascist or
majority communalisn'r. Yet no one
can question the secular credentials
of the US where there is a clear
dividing line betweerr the State and
the Church. In India, a similar
situatiorr n'otrld have raised arr
acrintonious debate that would
have sidelined even security threats.
The ban on the Students Islamic
Moveurent in India is one such
instance.

Abandon Vote Bank Politics

Tl're failure to rationalize and
deal with the communal monster in
a detacl'red manner can never be a
motivating factor unless the
political parties give up vote bank
politics or shed anti-majoritisrn in
the rrame of secularisru. The secular
fundamentalism and bigotry is
equally responsible for vitiating the
coutmunal atmosphere in India. It
neither combats ct>mrtrunalism llor
prourotes secularisr:r. In fact, there
is a urarked reluctance to even as
uruch as to reprimand the Muslim
cornmunalism. Such is the
inhibition that if at all there is token
criticism, it is unfailingly attributed

to something because of the Hirrdus
and their organization. Secularism
has come to be redefined as anti-
Hindu communalism.

The secular fundamentalism
and bigotry is as much responsible
for vitiating the conrmunal atmo-
sphere in India. It is redefining
secularism itr a uranner that any
view at variance will be stigmatized
as manifestation of rnajority
comnrunalism. Are we then rvit-
nessirrg the emergerrce of secular
fascism? Tlrere is no plausible
ansrver as to how the BJP is
commurral and others secular. Is
beiug with the BJP communal? And
is being with the Congress or the
Left-Comt'rrunists secular? So if in
1999 Mulayam Singh refused to
support Mrs. Sonia Gandhi for
prime nrinistership, who does he
beconre? Non-secular or non-
communal? Incongruities of
secularism can otherwise make a

hilarious comedy of sorts but for the
grim scenario. Arrd indeed how,
secular is the Left-Marxist'rule in
West l3engalor of Mulayam in U.P.
or Laloo Prasad in Bihar? And what
about the Congress with the blood
of the anti-Sikh riots on its hand and
its ignominious surrender to

Muslim obscurantists over the Shah
Banoo case. Secular avatars are of
different hrres and can reinvent
itself to suit orle's political
chicarrery.

Secularism Debauched

India is witnessing the
debauching of secularism. The
present Ieadership is incapable and
indeed lacks the political courage
to tell the people what they ought
to be told in tirnes of crisis. Political
parties are obsessed about the
outcome of the next election and
their vote banks can never deliver
the goods. And there is no moral
courage to rise above petty partisan
politics. Rajaji had rightly observed
tl'rat a good leader lllust lead the
people. India desperately needs
statesnanship arrd moral leader-
ship. If not the debauching of
secularisnr will continue giving yet
another opportunity to blame each
other after yet another round of
n'rayhem and killing. If the madness
of conrmunalism has to end, it is
equally necessary to errd the dtrr,rble

standards and hypocrisy in the
name of secularism.

Mr. Nitin G. Raut is a lawyer, a member of
the Freedom First's Advisory Board and a

BJP activist.

I am afraid the fallout of the Ayodhya development is going
to be with us for a long long time. The recent disturbances in

Bombay testify to the permanence of the mischief.

The absence of leadership this country is obvious. But
no section of the people suffers
as much as the Muslinls in lndi

frorn the absence of leadership
much as the Muslims in lndia.

Minoo Masani
ilrs uuluilrit tlrc lYtasanr vrewpollil,
Freedom First, January-March 1993
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ln a country badly governed,

wealth is the problem.
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Elected Representatives as Trustees
Sadanand Varde

JP was a tremendous moral force in lndia's polity. I salute this great son
of lndia who fought all his life against poverty, corruption and social evils.

Recent years have wituessed
a fall in the standards of public
morality as at no tin're in the history
of our republic. The Tehelka tapes

bear testimony to it. Politics and
elected representatives are the
major culprits responsible for this
degradation of our public life.

In order to put my subject in
the right perspective, let me quote
JP on what he considered was the
essence of denrocracy. He said:

"First of all, let it be pointed
out that the problenr of democracy
is basically, and above all, a moral
problem. Constitutions, systems of
government, parties, elections - all
these are relevant to the business
of democracy. But unless the moral
and spiritual qualities of the people
are appropriate, the best of
constitutions and political systems
will not make democracy work. The
moral qualities and mental attitudes
most needed for democracy are: (1)

concern for truth; (2) aversion to
violence; (3) love of liberty and
courage to resist oppression and
tyranlly; (4) spirit of coopreration; (5)

preparedness to adjust self-interest
to the larger interesU (6) respect for
otlrers' opinions and tolerance; (7)

readiness to take responsibility; (8)

belief in the fundamental equality
of man; (9) faith in the educability
of human nature".

Gandhiji considered rnetr in
prrblic afiairs to he trustees of the

I Art \fP irt thr' [:irsl Iol: Sal.ha r.'1.,,
c()lllrssc(l tllat llL' acccptctl nronel' t() ask
a (lucstion ior thc 13onrba1, Iluliion
Exchangc. I Ic rvas cxpr:llcel fronr thc L-ok
Sa['ha.

public interest. He earnestly urged
industrialists to consider tl'reir assets

like capital and equipment as a trust
to be administered by them in the
public interest. Irr fact, Dr. M. L.
Dantwala wrote an interesting piece
analysing trusteeship in industry as

an alternative to state ownership.

I consider all elected
representatives right from the gram
panchayat to the state and national
levels to be trustees, that is,
custodians of the public interest.
True democracy as visualized by JP
requires them to be cast in the
nrould.

What are the implications of
this view of elected representatives,
notwithstanding the certainty that
it would be rejected outright by the
political establishment? I would like
to consider the problem in two
parts: (A) Before elections and (B)

after elections. An elected repre-
sentative as a trustee has to observe
a code of conduct which in good
cclnscience, he himself has to
oversee.

Ilcforc Elections

Whetl'rer as a party candidate
or an independent, getting elected
at any ccrst, is the sinc qua non of
past and contenporary electoral
politics.

As a trustee, a candidate:

(i) Shall not nrake promises he
krtotrrs lte carrtr0l kee1..

(ii) Sha ll uot use l)'lolle'y' or (ii)

v otcs.

(iii) Shall refrairr frorrr '.rsing the
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caste, community, religion or
faith card in order to
influence and garner votes.

(iv) Shall endeavour to contact as
many voters as possible
personally.

(v) Shall submit a true arrd not
a concocted statement of
income raised and
expenditure incurred for his
election.

(The list is illustratiae and not
exhaustiad,

After Elections

Once elected,. a candidate is
a representative of the people in the
constituency, including those who
did not vote for him. A
representative who does not listen
to the grievances of the people on
the plea that they did not vote for
him is not a true trustee of the
people.

An elected member

(i) Shall not use his office to
make personal gain or that of
his partv or his suppctrters at
the ccrst of public goocl . A
member who indulges in
such evil practices is a

disgrace to democracy and
should cease to be a member.
A glaring example which
seems quite innocent in the
context of present duY

massive nralpractices is that
of Shri Mudgalr in the first
Lok Sablra.

-shall rt:qttlarlv atteucl
rrreetings of the lloclY ttr

rvhich he is elected, read and
sturly Pap.rers on the agelrda
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and participate in debates
and shall not just sign the
attendance register to mark
his presence, not attend and
yet collect the day's
allowances.

(iii) Shall not turn his back on the
voters after election, but be iu
day to day touch with them;
attend to their grievances and
promote the development of
his constituency, e.g. activi-
sing the administration for
utilizing funds provided for
a development project and/
or making concrete sugges-
tions for new projects to
provide relief or facility to his
constituents.

(iv) Most importantly, shall be
always vigilant and alert
about unproductive and
extravagant governnrent
expenditure, corruption and
malpractice and raise his
voice in the House and
outside agairrst policies which
result in wastage of resources
and abuse of the taxpayers'
n"roney.

(v) Shall not leave the party orl
whose ticket he is elected and
defect to another party on the
plea that such a step is in the
best interest of his consti-
tuents; if he wants to leave
the party, he shall resign and
go to tl're people who elected
him arrd seek their nrandate.
(This principle should apply
whether the defection is by a
single individual or a group,
large or sn'rall).

(vi) Before he gets elected, he files
a return on his assets under
the law, and after the ternr of
office is over, he must file
another declaration of his
a ssets.

F,., -. A r 1..,. -.-tr \/!rLr .'. .'..j . r

Politics has beconre,
distressingly fluid. bllectetj
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members change their parties like
they change shirts. The porver at
any cost credo rnakes a mockery of
democracy and trivializes common
people, the sovereign foundation of
oLlr democracy. Recently, irr
Meghalaya, after defection and
redefection, a stable government
comprisinl; both the Congress
parties rvas formed. Irr a house of
60 menrt'rers, the governmerrt has 37
ministers. ln the uelvly fornred
Chattisgarh state, 12 rnembers of
the BJP defected and formed a

separate group, sufficient to save
their membership of the Assen'rbly.
Before the dawn of the next day, all
the 12 joined the Congress, thereby
giving a fresh lease of life to Chief
Minister Shri Ajit Jogi whose claims
to be a tribal are being questioned.
All parties seem to have united to
mutilate the constitution and deface
Indian democracy.

Critics might say that
expecting an elected member to be
a trustee is easier said than done.
True. But how many of us say it
and say it loud and clear? Let us
say here in this semiuar and then
in the wider rvorld.

Nobody would suggest that
elected representatives as trustees
should do their work in a public
spirit without expecting anything in
return. Far from it. We know that
tlrey (MPs, MLAs) are adequately
retvarded for the n,ork they do or
are expected to do. No one grudges
these monthly payments. That is a
legitimate part of democratic
institutions. These payrnents are
necessary to ensure that
representatives do rrot take to illegal
and corrupt nleans to make money.
Ntltrvithstandirrg tlrese provisions,
hr)r,r'ever, there are n'idespread
cc)nrplaints .rtrout their nrisconduct
arrcl dislrorrt'stv. Ilence the ne'etl Lrr

cnlf)llilsl5u tlrclf l ()le cl5 Ll Ltstecs,

canrpaign argiriust thenr rvhen they
cease to be trustees aud uray be,
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nrake a provisiorr in the
Constitution for their recall by the
people under such extreme
circumstances.

I am far from tarnishing
every representative with the same
brush. That rvould be patently
unjust to conscientious and
dedicated representatives both in
the assentblies and the parliament,
rvho have been sl'rining examples of
representatives as peoples' trustees.
But they constitute a small minority.
Their number has to grow if the
people's 'trust' in our democracy is
to sustain.

But what about the citizen.
He has a crucial role to play in
ensuring that the elected
representative performs his duties
and is held accountable.

Active citizenship implies
that democracy is not n'rerely voting
once in five years and complaining
in between.

Active citizenship implies
takirrg an active part in the life of
the comnrunity and in the affairs of
the nation.

Paper presented at a national seminar on
"Trusteeship in Public Affairs" on the
occasion of fayaprakash Narayan's birth
centenary year celebrations.

PROFESSOR SADANAND VARDE taught
political science and was minister of
edtrcation in the governnrent of
Maharashlra.

Professor Bimal Prasad of the
Rajendra Prasad Academy, New
Delhi has drawn attention to the
fact that JP's letter to Mrs. lndira
Gandhi (published on page 17
of Freedom Flrsf issue number
452 January-March 2002) is
dated July 18, 1975 and not
December 5, 1975 and was
written from Chandigarh and nol
Jaslokh Hosprtal as eiluneuusty
stated.) We regret the error. Ed.
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Right to live ...right to die?

The landmark judgement on April 1, 2002, wherein the
Dutch parliament legalized euthanasia, has led to a

stormy debate all around the world, about whether or
not an individual has the right to choose to die 'with
dignity' faced with acute pain and/or indignity resulting
from terminal illness. The twin issues of euthanasia and
the individual's right to die with dignity need deep soul
searching, both at the individual level as well as at the
level ol 'society'. One must not lorget that society is in
lact a conglomeration of individuals formed for the
collective good of the individuals in question.

Humans, particularly 'intellectuals', have always been
fascinated not just by life, but also by death. All human
societies and organized religions have observed certain
rituals associated with life, and with death. The scriptures
of several religions emphasize the fact that as we are
born, so shall we die some day. Death is as certain as
life itself. l'lo wonder then that several great thinkers and
philosophers throughout the millennia have chosen a
willing embrace of death, when they felt their worldly
duties were done. ln school, we learnt about the great
Greek philosopher Socrates who chose to drink a cup
of the poison 'hemlock' and die. lndian history is replete
with tales of the 'lchha maran' embraced by Gautam
Buddha, Mahavir, Sant Dnyaneshwar, Sant Tukaram, Sane
Guruji, Vinoba Bhave, to name just a few - who chose

Kon-Tiki's Thor Heyerdahl dead at age
87 following bout with brain cancer

(The Associated Press, April lB, 2002)

OSLO, Norway (AP) - Thor Heyerdahl, the
Norwegian adventurer who crossed tlre Pacific or r

a balsa log raft and detailed his harrowing 101-day
Voyagg lll tlly IJUUK l\ulr r,nr,,,.'-. ;',-,-..-r .,,J,,..
He was 87. Heyerdahl stopped taking food, vuater

or medication in early April after being diagnosed
with a terminal brairr tumor.

Dr. Aparna N. Bagwe
Scientist, Cancer Research lnstitute, Mumbai

E-mail: anbagwe@vsnl.com

to either {orsake food and water, or enter the trance-like
state of 'samadhi', and ultimately die. Even the sanctified
practice of 'jauhar' by groups of women, who preferred
death to loss ol bodily dignity, provided a means for
individuals/groups to choose the manner or time of their
death.

The issues at stake today as far as voluntary euthanasia
or physician-assisted euthanasia are concerned are
straight forward, and touch the very core of 'humanity'.
Reflect on this: when an individual is terminally ill and
has no chance of recovery, when he is in unbearable
pain and/or suffers from terrible loss of dignity, should
he not have the right to choose a merciful release from
a 'life' steeped in misery, pain and suffering?

Some of us who have owned a pet had to take such a
difficult decision when our loved pet was terminally ill

or suffering from complications o{ old age, and the
veterinarian advised that the pet be put out o{ its misery!
Some of us may even have seen at close quarters the
suffering and pain of our own close relative/s in the final
throes of terminal cancer - the terrible body heat and
the pain that the strongest dose of painkillers is unable
to relieve. How can one then justify letting one's loved
ones sufler so much when a merciful release is possible?

Dying is personal.....and it is profound.
For many, the thought of an ignoble end

steeped in decay is abhorrent.
A quiet, proud death,
bodily integrity intact,

is a matter of extreme consequence."
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Justrce Wrilram Brennan, Uruzarl ueclsrorl,

http.//wvwv.herrlock org
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Book Review

Reflections on
Freedom to choose
Dying with Dignity
Voluntary Euthanasia

by Dr. B. N. Colabawalla, Society for the Right to Die with Dignity, Mumbai, 2001, Paperback, 40 pgs, Rs.40.

a

o

a

Dr. Colabawalla is a Urological Surgeon of distinction who
retired as a Professor at the Grant Medical College and St.
George's Hospital, Mumbai. He later set up the Department
of Urological Surgery at the Jaslok Hospital and Research
Centre, Mumbai. As part of his second career, he serves
the Society for the Right to Die with Dignity and is currently
its Chairperson.

Dr. Colabawalla has dedicated this slim book to Mr. Minoo
Masani. The late Mr. Masani's many qualities of the mind
and heart are well known to many, and the dedication
reflects Dr. Colabawalla's admiration for him. As with Mr.

Masani. so also with Dr. Colabawalla - a spade is a spade
and not an implement meant to turn over the earth.

The inside cover of the book provides an all-too-brief glimpse
of some of the facets of Dr. Colabawalla's life and work.
The prefatory note outlines the scope of the book and states
the reason for addressing the lndian audience differently
lrom those in the West. Eight sections follow, ranging from
perspectives on living and dying to Dr. Colabawalla's
personal epilogue. These sections take the reader by the
arm, gently but firmly, steering clear of ambiguity and lack
of reason. The. joy of living is emphasized, as is the
inevitability of death. A distinction is made between measures

taken to save life and those that merely prolong death. The
tragic aspects of modern medical high technology have
been highlighted. Dr. Colabawalla provides the reader an
understanding of his own reasoning and traces logically
the means by which he has reached his own decisions on
dying with dignity, the freedom to choose how he would
like to die, and when it may be necessary for medical
professionals or others to help a person die. There is no
attempt at skirting delicate issues. Matters of philosophy
and religion are treated with dignity and discussed without
passion. The generation ol light, not heat, has been the
motive in the production of this volume.

I commend it. lt will help you come to term with issues not
commonly discussed. lt may help you overcome prejudice
and open your mind to further thought.

(lnterested readers can obtain a copy of this book as well
as of an eight-page booklet describing the living will and
containing a model will that can be modified by the individual
reader, from: Dr. Colabawalla, A-3, Ben Nevis, Bhulabhai
Desai Road, Mumbai 400 026.)

Sunil Pandya.

The Dutch legalise euthanasia
(The BBC, London, April l, 2002)

The Netherlands has become the first country in the world to legalise mercy killing, after a controversial law on
euthanasia came into force on Monday. The legislation allows patients experiencing unbearable suffering to request
euthanasia, and doctors who carry out such a mercy killing to be lree from the threat of prosecution, provided
they have followed strict procedures. The country has already tolerated the practice unofficially for decades, but
parliament finally enshrined it in law last April.

Patients must face a future of unbearable, interminable suffering. Request to die must be voluntary and well-
considered. Doctor and patient must be convinced lhere is no other solution. A second medical opinion must be
obtained and life must be ended in a medically appropriate way. The patient facing incapacitation may leave a

written agreement to their death.

Other states seem certain to follow the Dutch lead but opposition remains strong across the world. The UN Human
Rights Committee has said it is not convinced that the Dutch system can prevent abuses such as pressure being
exerted on the patient. Comparisons have also been made with Nazi Germany which put to death thousands of
handicapped children and mentally ill adults, despite the fact that the Dutch law clearly stipulates that the request
for euthanasia must come from the patient alone, while he or she is of sound mind.

Prime Minister Wim Kok has dismissed critics who argue that Dutch doctors now have a licence to kill. He says
tho irlnt ir "hlnn4r, ^^^^^^9." A n.l .lnnlnrq |hnlrqnlr.raq e \/ +h^ {rn+ f ha} a nalian} ia a'"'-'^ a{ }ha nntian nan

itself be therapeutic. "For many terminally ill people, the fact that they can choose to die is an immense consolation,"
said general practitioner Coot Kuipers of the southern village of Uden.
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Net News .... and Views!

Judge praises 'courageous' woman
(CNN, March 22, 2002)

A paralysed woman has been described as courageous and
determined by the High Court judge who granted her the
right to die. Miss B was paralysed when a blood vessel
ruptured in her neck a year ago. She was unable to breathe
unaided. Doctors had warned her in August 1999 that a
malformation of blood vessels in her spinal column could
result in severe disability, prompting her to write a will
expressly stating her wish not to receive treatment if she
was left suffering from a life-threatening condition, permanent
mental impairment or unconsciousness. The 43-year-old
woman, paralysed from the neck down, was granted
permission from the court on Friday after doctors refused
for ethical reasons to switch off her ventilator. Delivering
her landmark ruling, Judge Dame Elizabeth Butler-Sloss
said: "l would like to add how impressed I am with her as
a person, with the great courage, strength of will and
determination she has shown in the last year, with her sense
ol humour, and her understanding of the dilemma she has
posed to the hospital. She is clearly a splendid person and
it is tragic that someone of her ability has been struck down
so cruelly. I hope she will lorgive me for saying, diffidently,
that if she did reconsider her decision, she would have a
lot to offer the community at large."

Ms B to move to unit willing to end her life
(The Guardian, London. March 26, 2002)

Ms B, the quadriplegic lormer social worker who last week
won the right to have the ventilator keeping her alive
switched off, is to move after Easter to an intensive care
unit willing to carry out her wishes. Ms B told the court that
she was informed by the NHS trust caring for her that no
doctor within or outside the trust was willing to carry out
her wishes. She herself found the head of an intensive care
unit at another hospital, Dr B, who was willing for her to
transfer to his unit to come off the ventilator. He told the
high court in a statement that he had discussed the issue
with medical, nursing and management colleagues at his
hospital and they all agreed that they would be prepared
to carry out her wishes. "We believe that the advantage
would be that none of us has any emotional attachment
to the patient, which understandably the staff at [the hospital
where she is at present] certainly do. ln addition we do not
seem to have the ethical dilemma that the staff ftherel
demonstrate. "

Peaceful end for 'right to die' woman
(The Guardian, London, April 29, 2002)

A woman paralysed from the neck down who last month
won a landmark legal battle to have medical treatment
withdrawn has died peacefully in her sleep, the Department
of Health announced today. The 43-year-old woman, who
can be identified only as Ms B, won the right to move t'o

another hospital and have her ventilator turned ofl at a time
of her choice after doctors at her original hospital refused
to do so. The Department of Health said in a statement
today: "Ms B has chosen to have all artificial ventilation which
she is receiving as part of her medical treatment withdrawn.
She has died peacefully in her sleep after being taken off
the ventilator at her request."

*

Paralysed women's fate fuels euthanasia
debate
(REUTE4S, April 30,2002)

A twist of late that saw two paralysed British women's fight
to die end on the same day, but with opposite outcomes,
has fuelled an emotional debate across Europe on the ethics
of euthanasia. While "Miss B" fulfilled her wish to die in her
sleep on Monday, Diane Pretty saw her last chance at
controlling when she dies dashed by a European court
ruling. Both aged 43 and paralysed from the neck down,
the two women had battled in courts for the right to "die
with dignity", but there the similarities end and the complex
cases showed the minefield that is euthanasia law across
Europe. Only one country, the Netherlands, has le$alised
mercy killing lor the hopelessly ill who are desperate to die.
Belgium may soon follow suit after its Senate passed a draft
law. Some Scandinavian nations are also mulling such a
move, and France's health minister wants to legalise
euthanasia too. ln Britain, assisting a suicide is punishable
by up to '14 years in jail. ln Monday's case at the Strasbourg-
based European Court for Human Rights, ludges upheld
a previous British High Court ruling to deny Pretty's husband
immunity from prosecution if he helped her to die. Pretty's
case foundered because of her husband's active
involvement.

The Voluntary Euthanasia Society (VES), a London campaign
group, called on the British government to reform the laws
on assisted death which it called "the most repressive in

Europe".

Courtesy: Derek Humphry's ERGOI electronic mailing list.
Email: right_to_die@efn.org URL: http://www.FinalExit.org
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Euthanasia: an endless debate!

Our constitution guarantees many fundamental rights, rights

necessary for a life with dignity. But right of self-determination

to die is not one of them. A family in Uttar Pradesh severely
crippled by a neurological disease sought permission from
the courts to die. The news got buried in the avalanche of
war news coming from Afghanistan. Even otherwise, one
suspects that any debate on issues related to dying would
be ignored unless such a debate was capable of winning
votes. Yet the debate on the right for self-determination to
terminate life, by oneself or with professiondl help under
strictly defined conditions, must continue.

The issues involved in such a debate are those of the right
to die, right to seek help to die, rights of the physician to
extend the help or othenrvise, and the definition of a decayed
state of living, which qualifies to be deemed fit for termination
of life. The laws regarding medical termination of pregnancy
have helped obstetricians to conduct medical termination
under defined circumstances. There is a need to define and
enact laws to enable dying (living) with dignity on similar
lines.

It is not everyone's fate to die with dignity. "lt was all quiet.
No roaring waves, not even ripples. The blood in the heart
was frozen. Like an old cherry, it was wrinkled. This man a
few moments ago was alive. He was nurturing his glass,
listening to his old classical music wafting through his

bedroom. Now he is motionless. Now he will be back with
the elements". Not everyone is fortunate enough to bid
farewell so graciously. Accidents, assaults, progressive
degenerative diseases and cancer can bring in both a state
of hopelessness and lack of belief in the very existence of
life. There are some who are conscious of their own
predicament, while others become oblivious of the
environment in which they are now forced to live. All the
same, we all are compelled to assess the 'net worth' of life
at various points in time. Should life be sustained at any
cost as it is a gift of God? ls it the will of God that life-
sustaining methods be employed to everyone with a terminal
illness, even when it does not alter the outcome? Such

"No one trusfs the dying to know
what they want.

Dying can be slow and agonizing,
and some people simply want

to get it over with.

Good palliative care usually can help,
but not always and not often enough."

Marcra Angell, MD, Wasltrrtgton Posl, 199/

Co u fte sy : http.//www. hemlock. org

Dr. Nagraj G. Huitgot
Chief, Division of Radiation Oncology, Nanavati Hospital, Mumbai.

E-mail : nagrajh@vsnl.net

issues of terminal illness are being widely debated today.

Let us take the story of Tony Bland. Bland was in a persistent
vegetative state following the Hillsborough Stadium football
disaster. When considering whether artificial nutrition and
hydration could be withdrawn, Lord Goff of Chievelly said
the correct question was not whether it was "in his best
interest that the treatment should be ended. But.....whether
it is in his best interest that the treatment which has the
effect of artificially prolonging his life should be continued"l
The House of Lords, in its case of Tony Bland, felt it is not
always God's will that life-sustaining treatment be continued
irrespective of the potential harm due to such procedures.

Life should be valued. Hence, life should be allowed to exit
when it can no longer sustain itself. 'Quality of life', a phrase
so common to oncologists, is a concept that needs to be
discussed and defined in each society. Civilized courts are
looking at the issue of quality of life more seriously. Courts
in UK have specifically stated that the quality of life, which
could reasonably be expected following treatment, should
be taken into account when making treatment decisions.
The decision to withhold life-prolonging treatment from a
patient, 'R' - who was born with a serious malformation of
the brain and palsy, was challenged in the High Court in
1996 on the gror:nds that it was "irrational and unlawful"
to permit medical treatment to be withheld on the basis of
an assessment of a patient's quality of life. That appeal was
dismissed (BMJ). Courts have surmised that it is lawful and
ethical to withdraw a patient's treatment if the condition of
the patient has reached a level of severity from which there
is no hope of recovery from the ailment.

The right to live is absolute....but not if one must live with
misery and pain. A person unaware of the surroundings in
which he lies, without any interaction with the outside world,

and without the capacity for purposeful or self-directed action r

or the capabilty of achieving some goal of importance for
oneself, may be deemed as one who is breathing but not
living.

A mature civilization should spare some time to discuss such
end-stage issues, as it could be one of us facing them some
day. 'i
Dr. Huilgol is the Honorary Secretary of the Society for the Right /

to Die with Dignity.

For more information on the SRDD,
write to Dr. B. N. Colabawalla,

Chairman SRDD
3, Ben Nevis, Bhulabhai Desai Road,

Mumbai 4OO 026.

Chairman SRDD
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I remain, Sir, Your Most Obedient Servant
- Not Any More!

The biggest accusation against the
of concept of the word

IAS is their total lack
'service'.

N. B. Grant

In a statement issued on 25th

July, 2001, the Supreme Court has
taken a serious view of bureaucrats
buckling to pressure from parties
and politicians in power, and has
said that, senior officials are not
supposed to mortgage their own
discretion, volition and decision
making authority, for carrying out
commands having no sanction of
larv at tl're behest of politicians.

The Indian Civil Service
(lCS), which rvas once regarded as

the steel f rame of our
adurir'ristration, acclaimed as oue of
the finest iu the world, has given
way to the Indian Administrative
Service (IAS), the core of which
being made of straw, has neither the
fraure, and certainly not tl're steel,
of its predecessors.

Today, this once coveted
sen'ice, has become the pliable
handmaiden of politicians, not
respected by the public it serves,
ancl rrr>t trusted by arry of the other
central services, like the Indian
Police Service (lPS), the Irldian
Forest Service (lFS), and even the
Military Services it supports.

The disconterrtment against
sonre State governnlents' nrove, to
give legal cover to the control, and
domination of tlre IAS over other
br;ruches ol the civil services in that
State, has brought this aspr:ct of
nustrust to the ftlreiront.

It lnav be recalled that in

April 1993, the Supren're Court (SC),

in the now famous P. C. Wadhwa
(Haryana) gave a verdict that, in
future, the Confidential Reports
(CRs) of the police force would be
initiated and processed through
police channels only, and that even
CRs of IGPs and DGPs will be
written by the Home Minister of the

State, and not by the administrative
heads, viz. the Home Secretary or,
even the Chief Secretary, as was the
practice so far. The Supreme Court,
further ruled that, as the work of
tl're police is technical, admi-
nistrative authority though may
form a part of tlie same
administrative set up.

The above is not a solitary
inciden| the nrilitary has also been
smarting under the over-bearing
attitude of the IAS ever since
Independence. The position in this
respect is that, although the civilian
administrators in the Ministry of
Defence have an important and
nrajor say in the coordination of the
three Services, strategical planning,
financial control arrd in almost all
day to day policy natters affecting
Defence, nevertheless, they have no
responsibility for any military
failures.

To illr.rstrate this, after the
NEFA debacle in 1962 artd for nrirny
oi tlre failirrgs in the 1965 and 1972

corrflicts rvith I''akistan, arrd for the
irasco ur Sri Lanka, althoush a

nunrber of militarv heads rolled, not
a single civil servanl of the N'[inistry
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of Defence took the blame for any
of the failures.

The second point is the
grabbing of posts belongirrg to
professional disciplines. On this
issue, the IAS is on very weak
grounds. Although the IAS officer
is essentially meant to administer
at the district level and to conduct
government administration at the
State and Central secretariat levels,
he is today found everywhere. He
is with the steel plants, the food
corporation, electricity boards, port
trusts, development authorities,
AIR, Doordarshan, municipal
corporations, etc. He also often
holds the posts of registrar of co-
operative societies, director of
industries, cornmissiorrer of
fisheries, agriculture etc. I'ill
recently, the post of Comptroller
and Auditor General, which used
to be held in the past by officers of
the Indian Audit and Accounts
Service, n'as held bv an IAS officer.
It is on record tl'rat, in tr certaitr
provirrce ir-r U.P., an IAS officer also
officiated as the District Medical
Officer, in the absence of the latter
being on leave.

Both law and tlrder and
district administration harre steadilv
deteriorated. The liigh inciderrce of
ct-lr-r'ulunal tension, caste fetlds,
increasirtg poverty, notr-respect for
latr', et'er incrcasittq tcrroristrr, atrd

rivalrv betn'eetr the nragistracv and

the police are t'uauifestations of tlris
deterioration. l,acking the tntlral



strength and stature to resist
political pressures, tl'rey are
manipulated to serve individual
and sectarian interests, as opposed
to the welfare of the majority of tl're
pcople of the district.

What is the role of the IAS?
Perhaps an answer to this carr be
found in our definition of the word
'adninistration'. Paul Appleby,
rvho was an advisor on the
Administrative Iteforms Com-
mission, has put it thus,
'Administration is, within wide
limits, the application of policy
formulated irt law'. Posts of district
collector and secretary to
government, seem to meet the
requirements of this definition.

Today, clean administration
and maintenance of law and order,
which was given the back seat after
Independence in preference to rapid
industrial development, is at a

prenrium, and has become tl're

The CIA on Global Aging

Last July 2001, the Central lntelligence Agency
published a fascinating and sobering report on global
aging titled "Long-Term Global Demographic Trends:
Reshaping the Geopolitical Landscape." Here are a few
tidbits to whet your appetite for this international data.

Human population was 150 million in A.D. 1;

900 million in 1800: 2.4 billion in 1950; 5 billion in 1985
and 8 billion in 2020

'To truly appreciate what the projected population

of the world's more than 7.8 billion people would look
like by 2020, we have projected their mix into 100
people:

"Fifty-six of them would be from Asia, including
19 Chinese and 17 lndians.

"Thirteen would be from our hemisphere,
including four from the United States.

"Sixteen would be from Africa, including 'l 3 front
Sub-Saharan Africa.

biggest casualty not only to our
political but even to our industrial
growth, and for which only the IAS
is mainly responsible. From now
onwards, for at least a decade to
come, the IAS mLrst ollce again
revert to arrd ct'rncetrtrate on this
aspect only, leaving managerial
functions to people rrrore qualified
than them.

lf one were to judge
dispassionately, it would be
unrealistic to expect the IAS to have
the sanre virtues as the ICS, because
during the last three decades or so,

mediocrity has slowly and steadily
grabbed the top positions not only
in the other services, but also in
fields like politics, industry, science,
education, etc.

Even a ccepting the
domination of the IAS over certain
connected functions of the police,
etc., the biggest accusation against
the IAS however, is their total lack

of concept of the word 'service'.

They feel, that, 'Service"
implies servility, and that there is
something servile about doing their
normal duty, which is tcl render
service to the public. Every time the
IAS clfficer serves sonteone, one
gets the impression that he is
performing an onerous task.

The old ICS, on the other
harrd, beiug the good psychologists
that they were, had an unwritten
code that, when replyirrg to letters
from the public, even the highest
Secretary in the land was required
to sign as "l remain, Sir, your most
obedient servant'. Today even the
junior-most IAS officer will not
venture to call any rirember of the
public as 'Sir', lest they regard hinr
as their servant, which he really is.

BRIG. N. B. GRANT (RETD.) is a freelance
writerand a frequent conhibutorto Freedom
Firct.

"Seven would be from Eastern Europe and the
former Soviet Union.

"Five would be from Western Europe.'

Betwe6n now and 2050: "The population of the
region that served as the locus for most 20th-century
history - Europe Europe and Russia - will shrink
dramatically in relative terms; almost all population
growth will occur in developing nations that until now
have occupied places on the fringes of the global
economy."

"By 2050, the global 65 plus age cohort will triple
in size to about 1.5 billion, or 16 percent of the total."

"Despite the general trend toward aging, many
developing nations will experience substantial youth
bulges: the largest proportional youth populations will
be located in Pakistan, Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia,
Yemen, and lraq."

Log on at amy@centerltc.org for more details.

"Three would be from the Middle East This item is courtesy Bridgett Wagner, Director,
Coalition Relations, The Heritage Foundation, U.S.A.
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R ltections Serious and Facetious

Writing in the Sundny Herald, Khushwant Singh
briefly referred to the death of his wife, on whom he
scarcely bestowed more than a sentence, saying that
whatever he felt for her, was not helped by nurnerous
corrdolence callers. He fled to Goa, scl that he could
be alone, with his grief, and his work - his writing.
He regarded the last, as the only antidote to sorrow.
But Khushwant being Khushwant, he ended with a

bawdy story. An Italian husband jumped into tl're
grave, with his wife's coffin, and was brought out with
difficulty. When, three days after the funeral, there was
no sign of him, his brother-in-law went to the house

- and found it closed. He jemnlied it open - fearing
the worst! He found the mourner, happily banging the
maid, and was so intent on his exertions that he merely
rvaved the visitor away!

My husband and my mother, both died, late
night, and it was not possible to have the funeral the
next day. It takes time, to put the arrangements in
place. These include, tolling the bells in all the
Churches, inviting the Bishop, and as many priests as
possible to officiate at the ceremony. This is as much
a social one-upmanship as a wedding. We had the
Bishop and 18 priests. Fortunately, smart undertakers
now do for a price, the things which had to be done
by the bereaved family, before. The day after the death,
and before the funeral, was in both cases, very hard
on me. I must have seen 200 people from the morning
after the death, to the afternoon of the funeral, when
the body comes back from the morgue, and lies in state.
People kiss you on both cheeks, and therr instead of
condoling and leaving - they sit, and expect light
conversation. I lost my voice at the end of the day and
wondered how I could take the impact of the funeral.

The Nobel, V. S.

India always rejoices when an Indian, or a person
of Indian origin, wins a maj<lr foreign honour. Sir V.
S. Naipaul, Nobel Laureate, traces his roots to India,
and his country-of-origin, feels iustly proud of hinr.
In fact, he l'ras been a British citizen for 50 years, and
is considered a part of the British Literarv
Estatrlishrntrnt, thouglr the tlrenre of his books, borders
otr rootlessness - the relentless search for an identity.
He finally firrds this, not in countries - Trinidad, lndia

Louella Lobo Prabhu

On Funerals
The arrival of the body front the morgue, made me
doubly sad. My mother's soft cheeks were like leather,
and the three hours which passed between the lying-
in-state and the burial, were truly doleful. My daughter,
Ms. Giselle D. Mehta, brought some lovely tapes of
religious music, played on an Irish harp. Later Ms.
Vimala Lobo and a Choir took over. At one point, my
household staff spontaneously did the funeral service
in Konkani. We avoided ritual prayers, repeated over
and over.

One of the things, that need to be changed, is
the injunction that the fires are not to be lit in the house,
until the body is buried. I do not like the fish curries
which are specified by tradition, and lived on milk for
three days. The servants were starving, but refused
my request, that they light the fire and make something
to eat.

Finally, like the Irish "wake" (of drinking one's
sorrows, under the table), Mangalore has the "buson".
Those who conspiciously helped, are called over, for
a dinner, which often has drinks. I dispensed with this
custom for my husband, as he was against it. My
daughter assured me, that my mother had wanted that
the "buson" should take place. It was held, with her
as the hostess, and without drink. I did not come out.

After the burial, came the condolence visits,
some from perfect strangers, who wanted to gatecrash
the house, and make my acquaintance. There is hardly
an lrour when I don't think of my mother - but
reminding me of my k'rss opens the wound again. My
best relief from pain - like Khushwant Singh - has been
ny work.

Naipal and India
rtr Britain - but in his own creative sub-conscious.
Coirrcidentally, one of his early titles, ",4 House for Mr.
Biswas", was published in 1961.It is exactly 40 years
later, tlrat he has worr the Nobel. The Booker Prize was
a significant signpost along the way, and in 1991, his
kniglrthood hrr tl're Orr+,r,n

His literary output is not large, but it
enconlpasses many gerlres, of which the most
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meaningful has been " Among the Belieaers", a study of
Islam in the Middle East. It turned out to be quite a

prophetic volume, and is particularly relevant today.
With his fine sense of nuance, he senses the
phenomenon shaping under his eyes. The Nobel
Academy referred to his prose style: an instrument of
precision, finely tuned to the needs of the subject.

Sir Vidya is not personally a being of "sweetness
and light". He wrote publicly about the fact that E.

M. Forster was "gay", while l're hin-rself confessed to
using call-girls, and having flarning affairs, during his
marriage to his recently dead wife: a bright girl whom
he rnet during his literary studies in Oxford.

In fact he is naive to expect that those who create
heroic characters, are themselves cast in the mould they
made. It is enough that they give us reading pleasure.
Sir Vidya certainly l'ras.

A boxed item in dark type, on the back page
of a daily, stated that one of Agatha Christie's titles
(Ten Little Niggers) was found racist, arrd the title
changed. A sirnilar charge was also made against Enid
Blyton, who was the most popular author for girls,
in their pre- and mid-teens. Surely, these writers cannot
be expected to have had "political correctness" when
no such concept existed at the time they wrote.
Children read Blyton, and adults, Christie because of
the sheer unadulterated pleasure their catalogues of
titles gives.

Agatha Christie obviously had Conan Doyle on
her mind, when she created two nenorable characters
(Miss Marple and Hercules Poirot) who were, as vital
to the book, as the murder mystery itself. Miss Marple
found in the Victorian/Edwardian village the parallels
by which she solved complicated mysteries. Msgr.
Poirot is a character with his Frenchified English, his
"little grey cells", which enabled him to sit in his

Children of Abraham

In tlrc Church ot' the Natiaity,
Where lesus Christ was born,
Tlrc rattle of gurt t'ire is heard,

With the waking lnurs of dawn.

No doubt, drioen t'rom place to place,

The lews for their own lnmeland yearned,

And after their long wanderings,
To Palestine, returned.

But in that lrcmeland wlrcre they came,

Tlrcre were otlrcr people too,

Both of the Semitic race,

Ard Abrnhnm's children too.

Hatting, lcnozpn tlrc pain oi lnrnelessness,

Catt lsracl ttot try,
To liae, zuitlt tlrcir Muslint counterparts,
Atd let the fusillnde of bullats dia?

Agatha Christie Revisited
chambers, meditating on the psychology of the crime,
allowing him to solve it, without leaving his chair.
Captain Hastings, is his Dr. Watson. He too, is
humanised with his glad eye for a pretty woman,
especially one with red hair!

Apart front an exercise in his detection, her
books have charm, because they conjure up a world
of yesterday, witll butlers opening the car, and parlour
maids bobbed a curtsy. It is a "country" world, in
which people with pedigree had a place (however poor)
and brash new wealth was not accepted.

Her wide travels with her husband Max
Mallowan, made her set her books in many parts of
the Middle East: Baghdad, Egypt, Damascus, but not
India. In Conan Doyle's books, Wastson is an old India
hand, and many stories have an Indian connection.Long
may she encharrt us witl'r her exquisite craft - political
correctness or l1ot.

Plaint of the Afghan Girl

I am a little Afghan girl,
Who once liaed in a happy home,

Blastcd oiuny by a stray bontb,

Now forced on bombed rubble to roam.

The Red Cross tent wqs also lit,
And nout I beg my bread,

From restaurants with charity,
For children ot' the dead,

Whnt used to be dark uelaet night,
Is ttttTtt, as bright as day,

While flare and squeal ot' dropping bombs,

Mnke us in ltidden Cspc-Corrrbs stsy.

I krtrttp, tlnt bornlts, r:itiliotts do ttot scck.

Ilut nll tlre snnte, ort irrrtocettts tlrcry inll -
.The crtral slouglier of tlrc inttocent,

Of iunr-crinrL's, nn1 bc dccnrcd, tlrc worst of all.
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Raymond presents its stunning range of fabrics, in a rvidc varieq'

of colours, designs, textures and blends. All-wool, wool-rich, poly.wool bleirds and more,
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The Complete Man
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Saad Ali
Intrepid Fighter for Freedom and Civil Rights

Najma

His achievement was not so much in having laws
made as having them implemented as a right by the

police and other departments concerned.

Born in Kobe, Japan, in 1918,
Saad Ali was a product of two
cultures. He imbibed Japanese
values and traditions like their
strong sense of hard work and
achievement despite all obstacles.
He tlioroughly enjoyed Japanese
food - eels, octopus, nori (sea-weed)

and sukyaki (a rnixture of every-
thing), wielding his chopsticks like
one born and bred to it. He moved
on tr> diverse frorrts all his life, with
all the energy and zeal at his
command. Till his last moments he
was involved in various projects.

His schooling up to the
nratriculation l^'as in Japan under
an irrstitutior.r called F. B. Walker.
This British gentlemarr was a friend
aud teacher to a wide range of
foreigners residing in Kobe, indivi-
dually taking them to the level of
the Matric - where many failed!
They then had to do a stint in an
Indian school to pass.

I le then went on to be one of
the very few Indians who dicl
higher str.rdies in lapan - Textile
Iingineering trt Kirvu University,
fully in Japranese, to get a degree
three years later. This was the basis

of his love of engineering, though
in another form - electronic.

Back in India during the
Second world war he worked in a

number of places, starting as a

supervisor in a night shift for the
princely sum of Rs.35. He went on
to become a trade union leader for
the workers of General Motors
during the Quit India movenrent of
1942. One day he decided to hold
a meeting on Chowpatti beach at 12

noon. The British boss sweated,
fumed and marked l'rim for arrest
along with about 100 other people
on the historic 9th August, "i,942 He
was lodged in Yeravada Jail along
with eminent persons like Morarji
Desai, Ashok Mehta and Yusuf
Meherally. As political prisoners,
they had special jail privileges like
receiving reading matter and
special food. He would comn'lu-
nicate with his aunt who was
lcldgecl in the rt,orneus' section, rvith
a note hidden in the binding of a

book arrd got caught orre day recl

l'randed. He spent two and half
years there, dreaming visions of a
free India; the same India which
made him run from pillar to post
for twelve years to claim his
Freedon'r Fighters' pensiorr! Brrt
then Babud()m \^/as not to krrow
thaL sr-rch people do lrrlt give up
e'r,err in tlre face of ill lrealth and red
ta1.rs. I le tinally got it ttvo rttotrths
before his death and exclaimed that
he could rrorr' c-lie peacefr-rlly.

Irreedom tr'irst April-Jttne 2002

ln 1947, some months before
Independence, he narried the girl
of his choice. Of course, both
families were totally against it, but
as usual he won the day. Inci-
dentally the "girl" turned out to be
the ideal partner for hirn, suppor-
ting him during his eventful life for
55 years. She stood by him despite
the fact that he would buy elect-
ronic parts instead of milk for the
children!

Business seemed to be part
of his blood chemistry. He started
a number of ventures, from the
manufacture of liquid gold, to taxi-
meters, ultrasonic flaw detectors,
cleaners and rat repellers, wire irr

Malaysia, mining rubies, trarls-
formers, probes, hand held
terminals, etc. The number of
organizations he started or was
associated with were also
numerous.

With three children, and
ruing the abysmal state of education
in Bombay, a few parents got
together and started the Bombay
International School. The cont-
rolling body was the board of
directors comprising parents with
the Principal as an appointee. It
turrred into orre of the best schools
in Bombery, and now,39 years later,
still nrairrtairrs its positiort. I ie was

the chairnrnn of tlte board ftlr a

tttrDtber ()t 

''eclrs, 

stecrrn8 1t tlll()tlglr
politics and lack of fur.rds to finding
a rlerv permanent buildirtg.

41



Another great love was
amateur radio. VU2ST was the
grand old man of hams in India,
ever ready to guide the new into its
fold with advice, equipment and
time - tons of it. His booklet "Guide
to Amateur Radio" is the only
textbook for people wanting to pass

the Amateur Radio Grade I or
Grade II exam. He founded tl're
Federation c'lf Amateur Radio
Societies of h'rdia, and later merged
it into the Amateur Radio Society
of India, which is internationally
recognized as the spokespersorr for
hams in India. Licensing work,
allotment of frequencies, getting
QSL cards (response from contacts)
were some of the activities the
society performed. It also published
a journal of which he was editor till
the end. For a lifetime of work for
hams in India, he was felicitated in
Decernber 2000 with a "Lifetime
Achievement Award".

The Yusuf Meherally Center
at Tara, a village south of Bombay
was another of his passions for
n'rany years. Teams of doctors, all
top-notch, would go there on
Sundays and attend to the patients
from Tara and about 30
surrounding villages. They would
have a picnic lunch there and return
by evening. It was expertise taken
to the rural people. Among the
facilities offered were of specialized
eye care and dentistry. In one of the
earlier cataract canlps, there u,as n<r

electricity, so volunteers from the
Rotary Club would be holdirrg
torches while the operation took
place - as soon as one fainted, the
next in line would take over the
torch till...if you lasted one mirrute
there was much back patting. Care
included 10 days of post operative
followup in a nrake shift camp. The
cetrter hais gr()wn so nruch now that
it lras its own resiclent doctors anc-l

hosl-rrt;tl. lt itas trrirnclted rnto
teacirirrg wt.rodwork, brick niakirrg,
vernriculture, soap makirrg aud
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other employment generating
activities.

During the last two decades,
he became very active in the field
of environnental problems. It was
not because of the birds of Salim Ali
or the ecological work of his son
Ilauf, but collcern for everyday
things - noise pollution, PUC
certificates for cars, Thal refinery,
illegal building activities, cleaning
up beaches, resettlement of
displaced people, etc. His
achievement was not so much in
having laws made as having them
implemented as a right by the police
and other departments concerned.
He was forever writing letters to
Commissioners of Police, electricity,
department, water, telephone
departments, and also about auto
driver rudeness, defective drugs -

just about anything. Forever filing
Writ Petitions and PILs! And - he

Place of publication
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Whether citizen of lndia
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Whether citizen of lndia
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Name & address of
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Capital.

was getting auswers! Everything
started with a jotting in his
notebook, followed by endless
reminders, till the day wl'ren he
could finally cross out that item.

Ill health (kidney failure)
slowed down tl're last year of his
life. With a haemoglobin of 5.5 7o,

he was still planning on new fronts.
He would consult five doctors
about his ailment. Invariably two
would say one thing and the rest
the opposite. So he would take the
advice of that doctor which suited
him the most. And he developed a

marked preference for sugar pills
over injections. He wanted to die
at home, with his family around
rather than in an impersonal ICU,
and by God's grace, his wish was
granted.
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Kissinger's New World Order and India

"lndia's conduct during
of the United

the cold war was not
States in its formative

M. D. Kini

so different from that
decades".

- Henry Kissinger

noll-colllllunist countries). And the
third one was: development of the
armaments irrdustry with a total
neglect of collsuner goods
industry, which alone can satisfy
human needs (this created
dissatisfaction among its people).
These and other contradictions
undermined its capacity to build a

prosperous nation arrd provided
enough reasons for the democracies
of Europe and the U.S.A. unite their
people against the Soviet Uniorr.

However, NATO (North
Atlantic Treaty Organizatiou) and
the Warsaw Pact equipped with
atomic weapons provided a

stability to the world throrrgh a

balance of terror. The norr-aligned
countries - the newly liberated
countries of Asia and Africa - lvere
wooed by both the power blocs.
They mostly remained spectators in
the clash of ideologies. Now, with
the passing away or withering away
of the Soviet Union, the world is in
search of a nerv n'orld orcler.

The Present Sittration

The rvorld, in the first decade
of the 21st century, is a world living
in different centuries. While the
United States, Japan and the
countries of the Etrropean Union
have beeu able to provide a very
high stcrrdard of livirtU to their
people through a free ecotrtrtuy iIr
r,-1 ,'rrr,r,'.ati,- c.'t rrl) therp 21 at''

crrtrrrtrics (espt-'ciallf in Africa)
n'hich are still struggling to
establish states rvith a "le.gitimacv"
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Henry Kissinger, former
Secretary of State of the United
States of America, is well known to
Indians as tl're man who sent the
Seventh Fleet to the Bay of Bengal
during the emergence of
Bangladesh. He used the good
offices of Pakistan to make an
orrertLlre to China. Neither India's
democratic system, nor Pakistan's
dictatorship, rror the hunran rights
violation in the then East Bengal
bothered the United States of
Anrerica which claims to stand for
freedom and democracy.

Now he seelrs to have re-
evaluated the role of India in the
nerv emerging world order. In l'ris
book, 'Does Anrerica Need A
Foreigu Policy?' he l'ras emphasized
the need for ckrser cooperation
between India and the United
States. "lndia" , he writes, "is a

democracy, by far the best
f unctioning and genuine free
system of any of the nations
achieving Indepslldgllce follon'irrg
the Second World War". He admits
that n'rilitary alliance with Pakistan
"blighted America-lndia relations
durirrg the cold war". He also
understands the Indian position
saying, "lndia's conduct during the
cold war was not so different from
that of the Urrited States in its
fornrative decades".

I(issirrger tloes rrot subsc:ribe
tt, t,.irt- lrtlLiccu' Litc\)1oBy ()l l()l'lllet'
l'resident Clintou that only five
p()wers are eutitled to atomic

rveapons by virtue of their pre-
eminence and status as the
nembers of the Security Council.l
However, he is for preventing the
spread of nuclear and missiles
technology rather than tilting
against windmills - rolling back the
nuclear capability of India. The
United States has other conlllon
interests with lndia, which must not
be jeopardized by over-
emphasizing the nuclear issue and
avers that "a closer cooperative
relationship between the tivo
countries is in their mutual and
basic interests".

Kissinger believes that Indian
security interests as formulated by
the British depends on naval
supremacy irr the Irrdian Ocean
from Sirrgapore to Aden with
friendly nations all around the area
and also in the North. According
to him, American and Indian
interests are parallel and this could
be strengthened bv mutual co-
operatiorr.

Collapse of the Soviet Union

The break-up of the Soviet
Union, as a result of its own
contradictions, both in theory and
practice, has thrown up nlal1y
challenges tcr tlre world. One of the
nrajor crurtradictions was: bu ilcling
a society of free and eclrrals thnrugh
the dictatorship of the proletariat
(tlris elfeelrlerl its lre6plr.) 'J'l1r' oilrr'r-

\\'as: pertl'laltent rr'r'oluti<'rrt or
strpport to comrlrLllrist parties irr
other cot-tIrtries (this antagorrized aII

Freed.ottt liirst April-Jrtne 2()02
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in the eyes of their own people.

There are countries, which
were liberated after the Second
World War, especially in Asia,
rvhich have transforrned the lives
of their people. China, with a GDP
growth of about 8 to 10% per
allllunr for about two decades, and
h'rdia, wl'rich joined this league a

decade later, with a GDP growth
of about 6 to 7% per annun, are
poised to transform the standard of
living of their people as well.

The countries of Latin
America have a better standard of
living, but the inequality in society
has created problems of
governance. The Gulf countries,
thanks to crude oil, have all the
wealth in the world. They have a

free economy but no democratic
system. In this world situation, the
pre-eminence of the United States
has been well summed up by Henry
Kissinger as follows, "At the dawn
of the new millennium, the United
States is enjoying a pre-eminence
unrivalled by even the greatest
empires of the past. From weaponry
to entreprerreurship, from science
to technology, from higher
education to popular culture,
America exercises an unparalleled
ascendancy around the globe.
During the last decade of the
twerrtieth century, America's
preponderant positior.r rendered it
tlte irrdispensable compotrent of
internatiorral stability."

New World Order

The arcl'ritecture for a new
world order as envisaged by
Kissinger is mainly based on the
Atlantic Alliance of USA and the
Er.rropearr Ll nion. While
enunrerating different 1'rerceptions

I i::i.'::r.rl!,.'::.:l .:irl.ii:',, .:;t -1 .:'ir:;r
corrfl iet t'f irrtt,r'ests on ecorrtrnric
issues betlveen the Urrited States
and the European Uniou, Kissinger

asserts: "lt is not an exaggeration
to say that the future of denocratic
government as we understand it
depends on whether the
democracies bordering the North
Atlantic manage to revitalize their
relations in the world without cold
rvar and whether they can live up
to the challenges of a global world
order. If the Atlantic relationship
gradually degenerates into the sort
of rivaltry that, amidst all its great
achievements, spelled the end of
Europe's pre-eminence in world
affairs, the resulting crisis would
undermine those values the
Western societies have cherished in
common".

As far as South America is
concerned, he rightly advocates a

stable and legitimate democratic
political structure with transparent
institutions and an independent
judicial system. He has identified
threats to this structure from
narcotics, terrorism and guerrilla
novements. Salvation, according to
him,lies in an Atlantic Free Trade
Area covering both the Americas
and Europe.

Kissinger's prescription for
Asia is based on a balance of power:
not domlnation by any single
power; superior American military
establishment to thwart
hegemonistic threats; alliance with
Jap'rau; constructive dialogues with
India; China to be the indispensable
conponent of a constructive Asian
policy; preventing or at least
lirniting nuclear weapons; human
rights to be a part of a dialogue
reflecting America's deepest
values". "lt (America) must be
present without appearirrg to
domirrate", he suggests.

Tlre Arab-lsrael conflict in tlre
(-.1(,....,; ,. l.,..,.,,.1. :r t;,,.t.,,.1.

Though tlte resolutiou of ihe conflict
may still be ferr a\viry, the creation
of a l'alestinian state and the

Freedom First April-June 2002

security of Israel have to be parts
of the final solution. Since crude oil
is essential for all advanced
industrial nations, it is imperative
to support mt>derate countries in
the Gulf region and try to improve
relations rvith lran and lraq, r.r'hich
may rrot be possible in the near
future. He envisages an inrportant
role for India in this region. "The
Gulf should play a major role in an
increasingly intensive strategic
dialogue with lndia".

Africa is a challenge, poirrts
out Kissinger, to all trations of the
world and all international
organizations to reach health and
education to all its teeming rnillions.
Apart from South Africa and
Nigeria, all other nations in Africa
require tremendous mobilization of
resources to uplift its people.

Concert of Nations

The architecture of a new
world order that is delineated by
Kissinger has the United States as

its kingpin and its bedrock is the
Atlantic Alliance. Thouglr it is based
on freedom and democracy, it is a

concert of Atlantic nations than a

concert of nations. He has not
brought the United Nations in the
discussion at all. The United
Nations was created as a forunr for
all nations to come together and
solve internatiorral issues ort a

cooperative nrallner. It has not
fulfilled its promise is well accepted
and that is mainly because of the
cold war that erupted soon after its
inception.

Now tlrat the cold war is
over, it wotrld be in the fitness of
things that it was further
strensthened by givlllg a legitimate
r,oice to all the nations of the world.
l'h. * r..,..'.. llrs I lhq, r-r.1.,'.'f ltq rtf

sectrrity attd cleveloptnclrt tlf all
na tions to be given equal
inrpo11611cg irr deciding the course
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of action by the United Nations and
its various affiliated organisations.
The most important way of
strengthening the UNO was to
submit to its decisions by the
merrrbers of the Security Council.
No nation, however powerful,
should ever take any unilateral
action against other nations in all
international affairs - political,
military or economic.

The Security Council sl'rould
be restructured to reflect the new
emerging world. It should have as

permanent members all the major
nations of all the continents, such
as India, Japan, Germany, Brazil
and Nigeria. The disputes between
countries should be takerr up by the
Security Council to evolve a

consensus and a compromise rather
than impose a solution. The

problems should be tackled at an
early stage before they degenerate
into conflicts and wars. This should
be possible if every country's
interests are taken care of. It should
be a concert of nations rather than
that of Western nations.

Terrorism

This piece was written just
before the terrorist attack cln the
twin towers of the World Trade
Centre and the Pentagon. This
attack has brought home to
America and others the shape of the
new menace to all the nations of the
world. India, among others, has
been a victim of this terror for quite
some tinre. Tl're time has now come
for all civilized nations to formulate
a policy to protect nations, which
suffer from this scourge. As
President Bush announced on the

day of the attack, it is necessary to
bring to account not nterely the
terrorists but those who harbour
them.

Borders of nations cannot be
re-drawn by blood. Today every
country is multi-ethnic and multi-
national. Self-determination for
every minority is neither possible,
nor llecessary. In a denrocratic
system all minorities have all the
rights that the majorities enjoy.
Their grievances not merely
expressed but redressed as well.
There could be an international
convention to protect the interests
of minorities. I believe that a new
world order should be based on
freedom and democracy, and a

community of democratic nations.

MR. M. D, KlNl is a freelance writer and a
former editor of Freedom First.
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CULTURAL SUIJORDINATION AND THE DALIT CHALLENGE
(ln two volumes)

Voltrrnc 1: CHALLENGING UNTOUCHAIIILITY
DALIT INITIATIVE AND EXPERIENCE FROM
KARNATAKA
Edited by: Simon R. Charsley and G. K. Karanth
Year of publication: 1998. No.of Pages: 323. Price: Rs.275

Voltrmc 2: DALIT IDENTITY AND POLITICS
Edited by Ghanshyam Shah
Year of publication:2007. No. of Pages: 363. Price: Rs.295

I'ublished by
Sagc Publications, 32 M Block Markct, Greater Kailash 1,

New Delhi 110046

Reviewed by
Dr. Father Rudolf Heredia, a lvcll known sociologist and commentator
rvho has been spccialising on thc problems of dalits and tribals.
Currently hc is the Rector of St. Xavier's College.

set
DATIT IDEI{TITY

AND POLITICS

cnrn..yo* !-h"'i

Thc first ,,'olume in this series
focused on Dnlil ltriticttiue arul Expericttcc

front Knrrntnkn. It consistcd of seven
casc stuctes irrtrodtrcccl by hvo chaptc.rs
settinq the contcxt arrd elaborating the
background agarinst rvhich morc
gtneral ct-rnclnsions arc clrarvrr in thc
final chaptc'r: "though Untouchability
remains a se'rious problcm for most and
at times bccomes an issue of urgc'nt
practical and moral significance for thc
live's of those subjccted to it, its effects
arc no\ / irrcrcasirrely variablc'. Thc
contcxts in n'hich rliscrintirration is
cxcrcrscd agairrst thurl .trc in nrarry
places reduccd, and .rvoiclance,
slrLrvcrsion ancl challcrrgc arc llow
wideli, practiccd."(p.287). Yet reports
of atrocities against dalits have shorvn
an increase. This nray well indicate that
they are no lorrger willing to accept
thr.ir old sr,rbnrissivc rolc- even when
thcv hlvc ttr stanrl Llf agaiust
oppsr5ilil;11 at gre.tt ctrst. llerrce thc
conclttsion is "trr this linritccl lrrrt
sisniiiearrt e\tcnt, rrptinrstic' (p.2tttr).
l-lrts rs u'itlrin tltt' Karnrt,rk;r c'ontcrt.

'l-ltt's, r',,lt.l \'\)lirll(. in tlti: sr'i it.s
trrr Crr/lrrrirl Strlnrditrtttr,.tr ttrrd tltt' [)nlit
Clt,tllttt;;t t,tkcs a lrroatlcr rr,rtion.rl

perspectivc. This book is surely
essential rc.rding for anvortc crlncerned
with dalit issues, thor"rgh its .,'ely broad
spectrulrr docs not a llorv an v
specializecl foctrs. It covcrs the broad
spcctrtrm irrclr.rdinc cuIturc and
litcraturc, ccononlics antl politics. Thc
central thnrst of the ."'olunre is this: that
rvhile thc dalit movcmeut has irr fact
comc centre stagc ir-r c()lrtcmporary
politics, it certairrly has not fulfilled thc
promise that it startt'd out lvith, btrt
rather sccms ttr be gc.tting lost in the
tlt'st't l,'l r'lr'itrrt.tl l',,littis. \t,lt\' (()-

optation arrcl backrooni bargaininr:.
This is hrpprcning i1 b1lth civic and i1
political socicty, in thc ctrltural and the
ccoltttt-ttic sphcrt's as,'ve'll. Moretlyer,
grc;rtcr castc mobilization lras secn a

marked increase of class divisions
withirr thcsc comnrtrrritics.

In his iritrtrclrrctirrtt to "l)alit
l'olitics" (I..17) Clranshyanr Slrah
cl iscusscd .r t sor.nc leng tlr th is ilrclcasi n t
.riir It,rti,'rr,,1- [lrr r],rlrt rrr,rVLtilL'il[ ll,'l]l

""""i"':]1" 
o::i"ll'll*'. 

] l:1":.t'," ]:
(L)nallrsiL)l,'i tltr:,,()lLun!' llr,r',' li,'
fr.rt'ilrt,rrn,.ls tlre nr,rin isstrcs ln,l
:k,'tL-ltcr,\tttlt,'.lk,rr's i),'r':l\('iti\'(' \rll

I"rceclorrt I,'it'st April-,lttne l00J

them bc.fore giving arr ovc.rvicrv of latcr
chapters in the collcction.

S.K. Thorat arrd Il.S. I)cshpandc'
sct out to explain continuing
relationship betu'een "Caste Systcnr
and Economic Incrl-r.rliiy" (p.44), ancl

how both neo-liberalism and thc
Marxist miss the ct'rntinuing econonric
inccluality associated with caste,
whc-reas Ambeclkar's approach of
"analyzing the economic base of the
castt- systenr" @. 9) provides a more
fruitiul thcorctic;rl pelspectivtr tirat
n'ould yielcl rnore uscful policics as

rvcll.

Exanrirring "The Structurc of
Sor-rth lrrdian Untor.rchable Castes",
Sudhakar Ilao tests the view of Michael
Mof f a tt and others who see a

reprlication of the same hierarchical
prirrciprles anrong thc ttntotrchable
castcs, arrd lic nrakes a nl()re trttatrcccl
c()r1!-lusi()n "that thc hir'rarclrv iltll()l1g
rrtrtotrt:h,tble (t.tstL's,',r'hcrr'r't'r it is
. lainrr'cl, is lrast'cl ()lr riiift'r't'rrt
r.rirr, ir.1 .' r.r',,,'irlit. t', l,i,'llr.l"s
,tqsi)( i,rtir)11 .llld inc()r|()t-lltlott itttir
villacc lifc, and t:tuttlati,rtr of thc
Llt)llli11'lllt hish castcs-" (P ll3) ThL'se arc

,o



more important than the ideology of
puritlr, though this is not entirely
discarded.

The cultural context of the dalit
literary movement and the political
discourse associated with it, is taken up
by several authors in the volume. Gopal
Guru shows how the category of "dalit"
constructed in a context of struggle, has
the active subversive potential in the
"Dalit-Bahujan Political Discourse".
(p.105). In a later chapter, he looks into
"The Interface between Ambedkar and
the Dalit Cultural Movement in
Maharashfra". While its contribution to
mainstream Marathi literature is
granted, yet in the opinion of some daht
writers "dalit literature has not been
able to reach out to the life of common
Dalits" (p.187). Thus while the literary
establishment becomes elitist and is co-
opted by the state, the'mudhouse'dalit
writers (p.'192) who represent the vast
majority of dalits are left out in the cold.

Punalikar in the same line traces
dalit identity through dalit literalure,
which demonstrates "not a small
measure of subversive consciousnes"
(p.217). This identity formation and
assertion of self-worth and self-
confidence, is not just restricted to
Neo-Buddhist Mahars but to Christian
and Muslim dalits as well (p.215).

Kancha Illiah attempts to
establish the epistemological basis for
the "Dalitism vs. Brahmanism" (p.108)
conflict that he reads into history. Orr
a somewhat different tack Eleanor
Zelliot considers "The Meaning of
Ambedkar" as an icon, and the
tremendous symbolic and evocative
resonance it has with dalits not just in
Maharashtra but tl'rroughout the
country now.

There is a shadow side to this,
as Gail Omvedt shows in tracing "The
Dalit Movement in India" (p.143). She
establishes that it has in fact remained
a reformist movement in spite of
Ambedkar's embryonic theory that

surely had great potential for
revolutionary change (p.148). As a

result, dalits politics has been caught
in the vortex of electoral politics. It has
moved from 'vote banks' controlled
from the outside by the Brahman-
bourgeois elites to 'vote blocks' more
autonomous and bargaining with larger
parties (p.156). But there is no deeper
revolutionary change envisaged for the
system or radical reform in civil society
as Ambedkar wanted.

In this context then Lancy Lobo
brings out the ambiguities in the
"Vision, Illusions And Dilemmas of
Dalit Christians in India". Here is a

group that has undergone a different
kind of conversion from the one
Ambedkar had lead dalits into. And yet
the basic quest of conversion remains
the same. As Ambedkar put it liberty,
equality, fraternity. To dismiss such
people as 'rice Christians' as is often
done amounts to a rejection of this
quest for the new freedom, equality and
identity that they seek. And yet while
they seek social status as Christians,
they still pursue economic benefits as
dalits (p.249).

Another aspect of this light and
shadow is demonstrated by Sudha Pai
in her study of "Identity Formation,
Political Consciousness and Electoral
Politics of the Scheduled Castes in Uttar
Pradesh" (p.258), where caste is used
as a tool for mobilisation and capturing
political power, but fpr little else, There
is no ideological interpretation of caste
that might provide some sound
principles for electoral politics and the
reform of civil society. Hence with
diminishing returns on short term gains
"the BSP has reached an important
turning point today" (p.287).

Pushpendra's study of "Dalit
Assertion Through Electotal Politics"
(p.311) comes to a similar conclusion
and carries this further to show how
in spite of caste mobilization there is
a growing class differentiation within

the SCs. His final conclusion is certainly
pertinent for dalit politics today:
"political institutions of Indian
democracy seem to enjoy the support
of SCs but the political actors stand
more or less discredited."(p.338)

Power politics, electoral deals,
etc. have corrupted any kind of broader
regional or ideological commitment.
Abhay Kumar Dubey brings this out
quite starkly in his "Study of
Kanshiram" (p.288). He dissects the
"Autonomy of a Dalit Power Player"
to show how contradictory such power
games ultimately are. They are self-
serving to start and self-defuating in the
end! Thus while dalit politics certainly
has come to centre stage with dalit
mobilization, with this so too has the
dalit crisis become increasingly critical.

In the present context of the
Sangh Parivar forces inspired by an
ideology of Hindutva attempting to co-
opt dalits to their alienating agenda, the
ambiguities and contradictions in the
dalit movement become more critical
and the movement itself easily
manipulated by such forces. Already
OBCs and others are being used as
muscle power to spearhead the saffron
brigade. This will only consolidate this
upper caste-class hegemony and
marginalize others with a false identity
of 'cultural nationalism', and a

subversive militarization of Hinduism
and a perverted religionising of politics.

Hence Ambedkar becomes
increasingly important and critical. A
hopeful silver lining in this rather grim
scenario is Ambedkar as an icon and
symbol of a movement for which he
provided great inspiration and incisive
perspectives. In fact by turning back to
Ambedkar, not just by naming
themselves Ambedkarites, and by
genuinely picking up the challenge he
has left, not just dalits but all of us,
there lies some hope for future for both
dalits and for our caste-class ridden
society.
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It's not as though we have anywhere else to go.

She is our only home.If she dies, we die.

Already, we have stripped her of her forests.

Polluted her air and water. Blasted a gaping hole in

her delicate protective atmosphere.

If we continue to live the way we do now, then

by the year 2025, aboutTlo/o of her rain forests will

be wiped out. Over 50,000 species will be extinct,

40olo of her fertile land will be barren. Her rivers and

seas will turn toxic. Her weather patterns will spin

out ofcontrol.

But if enough concerned, aware people act now,

there is still hope. And what is called for is not

heroic but rather very simple.

TNT,I ENGINEERING

Check your equipment and your processes

regularly. Recycle waste products. Use technology

that's environmentally sustainable. On an even

more basic level, don't leave a tap running when

you're not using it. Don't leave lights on when

there's no one in the room. \flrite on both sides of a

sheet of paper. Check your vehicle regularly.

Recycle old plastic bags. Pool your car.

Such simple things, we can all do them. 'We can

all teach our children to do them.

Start today. Because tomorrow, we may not

have a planet left to save.
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NISSIM EZEKIEL, THE AUTHORIZED BIOGRAPHY
By R. Raj Rao

Published by
Viking, Penguin Books lndia (P) Ltd.,

lL, Community Centre, I'anchsheel I'ark, New Delhi 110 017
Year of Publication: 2000. No. of Pages: 401. Price: Rs.495

Reviewed by
Dr. R. Srinivasan, retired Professor of Political Science, and

Associate Editor, Freedom First.

This book on Nissim Ezekie'l
slrould interest readers of Freedont First
for he edited the journal for some years
rvith distinction. Earlier he set standards
of a high order and made Qucsf a

journal uniclue of its kind. Among the-

irrner circle of Freedorn Fir.st, it has bcen
the rron-poctic aspccts of Nissim tl'rat
impresscd his colleagues and friends,
such as his serious commitment to
individuality, to freedom and the
foundations of a liberal hurnanist
society. His poetry and the writing of
it was alrvavs in the backgrotrnd,
respected and admired but kept at a

distance, for the group was not one that
was deeply devoted to poetry.

It is likely that this book will be
the Inost autl'roritative account of
Nissim's life and his poetry for some
tinre to come. Thc author has bcerr
thorough in combing all the published
accounts of Nissim's poetry, has had
extensive interviews with Nissim and
had his support for thc project; besides,
he also had the advantage of extended
scssior.rs of discussions n'ith fricrrds arrd
fcllou' pocts. lt is a conrplcte portrtrit
of Nissim, n'arts arrd all.

The book gives a dctailed
account of tlre ethnic and family
background of Nissim and the chapters
on the early years are revealing as to
how easily he was able to blend Jewish
arrd Indian identitics and how deeply
he Lrelcanrc trttachcd to the city lvhcre
hc was born. Thc thircl chapter ctlvering
thc pt'riocl of Nissinr's lifc in tlrc .l94()s

is aLrstrrbing for it urrr;rvcls thc
vaccilati<rn of F.zckitrl bctr.r,cen tlrc
nttr.rctlVe p()lus ()l p()lltlas alll!l Llte .tl tS.

I Ic canrc to rcject Candiri and all that
hc st(xlcl for; M. N. [{try ancl thc l{adic.rl
I)cnrLrcratic l)artf' (ltl)J') firsciuated Irinr,

ar.rd he empathiscd rvith the stand of
the I{DI' in its opposition to the.
Congress position on the War and
Britain's war efforts. Also, it sets out
in fascinating detail Nissim's active
work for the party in the slums of
Bon'rbay, working with Tarkunde and
V. B. Karrrik. IJis standing for a

municipal election and getting defeated
also comes as a revelation for, who
anong us, had any inkling of this?
Extracts from the lc'tters that he wrote
to his f riend Abraham Solomon
(Presiderrt, Indian Secrrlar Society),
reprodtrced exte'nsively in the first
hundred odd pages of the book rcveal
Nissim's mind indicating his deep
involvement in ItDP politics, his
protracted stay in Lucknou'and
rvorking r,r'ith the activists of thr'partv.
This aspect of Nissirn is not at all
knowrr and we should thank the'writer
for highlighting this. Once M. N. Roy
disbanded the Il.adical Democratic
Party, Nissim bade farewell to politics
and turned to literature seriously and
finally.

His stay in l.ondon for thrcc
years aud the varicd jobs that he
engaged hirnself in have remaincd
uniquc.; norv he had a rene'rved
education in more senses than one. F{e
took formal courses in college and in
other instituitions, visited libraries and
poctry readings, did a brief stint in the
lligh Commissioncr's office, r'isite cl

Paris, Oxford arrcl rnade a livirrg by
doiug odri jolrs as wc.ll as Lry scrrding
p()cnrs to jourrrals. IIis first Lrook of
p()r.n1s, t|I'itnt' l{) C.ltntt!t:, rr'ils

IrtlUllslreul JLlSt (rs lre lel i iilrH',llrrr.
I'assagc b.rck to Incli"r li.rd to bc e.ilnccl
irr a ship b,r' "*'ntnt,-tt clccks, skrkilrg
crral ancl n'ipint fr"rrnittrrc" (p./t);.
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His return to India, serving in
differen t establishments closc- to
literature and the arts are narrated - a

two year stint in the lllustrated Weekly,
to be followed as a copy writer at
Shilpi, an advertising agency (with arr
intr-'rlrrde of six months in New York)
and manager of Chemould, who u'ere
important frame makers for pictures.
All the while, he acted as a midwife k>

budding poets helping thern to polish,
rewrite and make final their ear'lier
drafts. A group of poets who lr'ere to
emLrrlle as significant voices in the
world of poetry was trained by Nissim.
Finally, he worked as professor in a

college and later in the University and
here he found surroundings congenial
for he remained in the teachiug
profession till his retircmcrrt.

Cousiderable pagcs arc der'oted
to his love life, the strains at home, the
final decision to separatc, thor-rgh the
relationship on Nissim's part seems to
have been amiable. For instance, e','en
after separation, he continued
intr-rn'rittc.ntly to do nrarketing for the
farnily. Anrplc clct.rils lrc proviclctl trf
his "fricnds", and rclationships anci
thost. intcrcstcd irr tlris aspect of Nissirl
will turn kr this. More importantly, are
accourlts trf closc asstrciatiotr rvith
fellow poets, many of whom l"re trained
with patiencr. and persistence and were
to emergc as front rank poets; however,
strains and difficulties with thenr were
to dcvclop latcr. Nissim alrovc all is a

contcmporary nrajor poet of India and
it is trrrlv aplar()priatc that scr.'cral pragcs

are dcvrrtcd to arr analysis tri his poems.
Not onlv thc po..' ms bttt occasioual
prosc n'ritings in;otrrnals t()() arc
discusscd.

Tlrc final chaPtcr, 'J'otcnr I'olc'
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examines the estimate of Nissim by
fellow poets and has other anecdotal
details. These certainly do rtot always
enhance the image of Nissim as a poet
or as an individual. The gradual
dissolution of his personality, his
becoming a victim to Alzheimers', his
confinement in a nursing home make
for distressful reading. The Nissim that
we know of and recall with fondness
is not the one that is revealed in the
final pages of the book. A revealing
apperrdix reproduces an Interview with

Khorshed Wadia Ezekiel which would
interest those curious about personal
details.

Modern Indian poetry in
English, in a sense, begins with Nissim
and those interested in it will certainly
read this. Whether later generations will
find it to be of equal interest is an open
question.

Some mistakes. The Secretary of
State for India was Montagu not

Montago (pp. 5-5). G. D. Parikh r.r'as
never Registrar but Rector of the
University and a distinguished one at
that. Sophia Wadia is consistently
misspelt as Sophiya Wadia. The
translator of Tulsi Ramayana is
Lutgendorf, not Lutendorf (p.171).
Berkeley is not Berkley and tlre
University situated there is University
of California, not University of
Berkeley.*

Children, appear to court and flaunt
their rootlessness. But, as Mukherjee
rightly points out, for those writers who
livc in India, Indianness implies not a

series of metaphors but a set of
proble-ms to come to terms with. A
writer like Amitav Ghosh seems to
understand this problem as his Sftadozu

Lines, "interrogates rather than defines
the concept of a totalizing India" (p.92).

The articles in the first section,
with the exception of Mukherjee's essay
menticlned above, are cx'erviervs that
map the gencral direction taken by
Indian English literahrre. The consensus
seems to be that fiction has achicved
a major breakthrough in the 1980s,
while poetry has remained in the
margins. The marginality of poetry
should be seen as one of its assets as

it has not attempted to 'totalize' India,
the way Indian English fiction has
done. lndian English poetry has
captured somcthing essential abottt
India. ln his articlc otr Ezckicl's flonrbal'
poems, Raj Rao commcnts that lndia
is Brrnth.rv ;tnd Hr)lrrlf a\r i( ;l rlri.rrr('r )slll

of India. Eze kicl has alwavs enr;rh3-
sized his attachnrent to Bombay. cven
wherr hc highlightc'd its stlualor and

MAPPING CULTURAI SPACES
POSTCOLONIAL INDIAN LITERATURE IN ENGLISH

(Essays in honour of Nissim Ezekiel)

Edited by
Nilufer E. Bharucha and Vrinda Nabar

Published by
Vision Books, 24, Feroze Gandhi Road, Lajpat Nagar III,

New Delhi 110 024.
Year of Publication: 1998. No. of Pages: 376. Price: Rs.285.

Reviewed by
Professor E. V. Ramakrishnan, Professor of English,

South Guiarat University, Surat.

The present volume which
contains twenty three essays on various
aspects of Indian English literature is
a festschrift in honour of Nissim Ezekiel.
lt also contains a long conversation
witl'r Nissim Ezekiel on various aspects
of his life and art. As Ezekiel is better
known as an Indian English writer it
is indeed proper to devote such a
commemorative volume to the field of
Indian English literature. While there
are twelve studies on Indian English
fiction, in keeping with its new-found
prorninence, there are only six essays
on Indian English poetry. The essays
cover a wide range of topics such as
modernism and post-modernism in
Indian English poetry, Ezekiel as a

tsombay poet, expatriate lndian
Novelists and the anxiety of Indianness
in Indians writing in English.

.The conversation with Ezekiel
traces his evolution as a writer and
critic. Ezekic'l is carrdid in his obser-
vations and comments cln l-ris personal
lifc, his life as a writcr, political beliefs
and thc qerrr-,sis of some por'.nrs. As a

nrent()r of youngcr poets, Ez.c.kie.l has
done more for Indian English poetry
than anyone elsc. Ezekicl says that he

54

never considers it a waste of time
discussing poetry with young poets.
Ezekiel has a keen eye for poetic form
and has set high standards in precision
of language. In one of his best poems
he wrote, "The best poet waits for
words ...". In his essay on 'Recent
Indian English Poetry', Makarand
Paranjape writes: "Nissim's poetry is
no esoteric exercise with words, nor an
avenue of unrestrained emotional
catharsis. Poetry to him is a communi-
cative act, a discipline" (p.45).

Meenakshi Mtrkherjee's essay on
"The Anxiety of Indianness" clarifies
several issues regarding the vexed
problem of Indianness in the Indian
Englisl'r novel. She rightly points out
that colonialism and its history are not
central to the fictional works written
in Indian languages. The bha.sfta novelist
is har"rrrted by "many other forms of
internal dissension, dislocation arrd
oppression". While an earlier gene-
ration of Indian English novclists, like
It. K. Narayan, I{aia Ilao and Anand,
r('nraill roott'd in thpir sr'paratr. irlr,as
thr. ncrv brccd oi 'thircl-rt,orlcl L'osnr()-

politans' rvhost' rvclrks were made

1-rossiblc by llushdic's Midnigltt's
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violence. In Keki Daruwalla's poetry
there is a deeper awareness of the
ethnic and religious conflicts that divide
Indian society. In her piece titled "Keki
Daruwalla as a Parsi poet", Anjana
Desai suggests that 'the tone of self-
protective, self-directed irony' one
encounters in Daruwalla and some
other Indian English Parsi poets is a

mark of their status as "the privileged
nrinority with a supercilious but
assimilative status" (p.150).

In his review article on
Makarand Paranjape's "Macmillan
Anthology of Indian English Poetry",
]ohn Oliver Perry is highly critical of
Paranjape's selection of poets as well
as his criteria of selection. He rightly
feels that Paranjape is consecrating the
archaic and the regressive in his attempt
to re-canonise the Indian English poetic
tradition. Sarvar V. Sherry Chand's
essay on Inrtiaz Dharker's collection,
Purdah, demonstrates how the poems
in the secluence represent women as
resisting subjects. Her analysis of the
experiences presented in the poems and
thc seve'ral recurring images and

symbols is illuminating. Sahana Das has
chosen to focus on the narrative
teclrniquc' of The Goldetl Gate, a much
acclaimed poetic novel which has not
received tl're critical attention it
deserves.

The essays in the third section
are concerned with novelists and
novels. Tl're.y are mostly academic in
nature and have very little to offer by
way of fresh insights. Richard Allen's
reading of Naipaul's Tlrc Enigma of
Arriual, Hanif Khureishi's T/re Buddhn
of Suburltia and Barry Unsworth's Sacred

Hwrger highlight the allegorical nature
of these texts to bring out their
treatment of certain post-colonial
themes. Allen reads the texts closely
and establishes some interesting
parallels. Cicley Palser Havely's essay
on'The Postcoloninl Legacy in Sahgal,
Deshpande and Markandaya' does not go
beyond stating the obvious. In her essay
on the recent novels written by the
Parsis, Nilufer Bharucha notes a

growing assertion of their ethno-
religious identity in the novels of Bapsi
Sidlrwa, Rohinton Mistry, Firdaus

Kanga and Boman Desai. Vrinda Nabar
offers some general remarks on
Midnight's Chilclren, The Creat Indian
Novel and The Trotler-Nama regarding
their treatment of history. There are tn,o
essays on Amitav Ghosh. Usha
Hemmadi presents an over-view of his
achievement as a novelist wlrile Anjali
Karpe explores the concept of freedom
inThe Shadow Lirres. Rangrao Bhongle's
essay on the women characters in Mulk
Raj Anand, Prec'ti Shirodkar's study of
Salman Rushdie's Shame, Rochelle.
Almcida's comments on the characters
in Kamala Markandaya and S.
Varalakshmi's analysis' of Nayantara
Sahgal's women follow predictable
patterns of run-of-the-mill academic
readings.

Taken as a whole, this is a useful
volume on Indian English literaturc
reflecting its ncw directions and current
achievements. However,. one is left with
a lingering thought that a poet of
Nissim Ezekiel's statLlre deserved
something more substantial and
durable..i

!OT/. AND Df

SALVAGING THE WTO'S FUTURE - DOHA AND BEYOND

Edited by
Amit Dasgupta and Bibek Debroy

Published by
Konarak Publishers Pvt. Ltd., for the Rajiv Gandhi Institute for

Contemporary Studies.

Reviewed by
Mr.J. K. Mukhopadhyay, Economic Adviser, Department of

Economics & Statistics, DES, Tata Services Limited, and
Ms. Tanvi Popat, Economist, DES, Tata Services Limited.

Having studied innumerous
books detailing the basics of WTO,
"Salvaging The WTO's Future - Doha
And Beyond", breaks new ground in
evolved analysis of the importance of
WTO from a developing country's
perspective.

Howc.ver, the first impression
imparted by the sub-title of the book
irrdicatcs a post-[)ohn analysis of \{TO
issttc-s. Quite to thc contrary, thc
itttrorlttctirrn clnrifi'.s that th,' h,r,rL
irlvesti ga tes post-Sea ttl c sc.n ti mcnt
reflc'cting falte'rirrg faith in WTO's role
as arr intcrnational trade body. It

c'lucidates the uncertainty after the
debacle at Scattle, which had succeede'd
in undermining WTO's credibility at
facilitating global trade. Besides, the
book also reveals the proliferation of
anti-globalization feelings and the
palpable impasse in North - South trade
relations. It also brirrgs rrut the bearing
tlrat thc Doha Ministcrial would have
on intcrnational trade and the North-
Srrutl'r clivicle orr thc helaldirrg of a new
traclc round.

This cditcd voltrme is an adroit
cclllcction of papers detailing various
aspccts of global tradc undcr thc aegis

Fr,zedont tr-irst April-Ju,ne 2002

of WTO, u'hile, simultaneously,
elucidating vital ele.ments from a

developing country's perspective on
certain important Agreements.

One particularly interesting
paper highlights thc structural
problems faced by developing countries
in their efforts at complying rvith the
demands of various Agrcernents. Tl'ris
is rc','cale.l irr thc inadccluate rcscarch
studies on various issttcs of ncgo-
l;rr;,r-.,, i- r l,.-,. -.' f tl-.-'l-','-:!.,'.i;,.,'
thc ncgotiati()lr lrroccss. Also, au'arc-
ness or1 the impact of the various
Agrccrnents on thc oPe-rations of thc

JD



industries is very sketchy. As a likely
solution, the paper stresses, and rightly
so, on a close link between the
negotiators of the government on one
hand and industry and research bodies
on the other. This becomes pertinent,
especially with the prospects of the
launch of a new round of trade
negotiations, which would necessitate
a well-chalked out strategy before
errdorsing new commitments. This calls
for developing countries to intensify
tl'reir understanding of the implications
of various agreements. One key factor
is taking a comprehensive view of tl're

WTO Agreements and deliberating on
the options available. Outlining of a

road map in the paper to enable
developing countries to face challenges
posed by the new trade regime is
appreciatively attempted.

Detailed examination of
pertinent issues all through tl're book
exhibit intellectual aptness in com-
prehending the nuances of these issues.
Some vital issues covered are as under:

o Development Aspect: Analysis of
Agreements reveals that these lack
in their focus on developmental
needs of the developing countries
and instead limit their options in
undertaking development policy.
Illustrated are the "anti-deve-
lopment" nature of Agreements
like SCM, etc. I{erein, arr appeal is
made to the developing countries
to garner support over " common"
issues and preseut a united stand
in the New Round. Tl're con-
cessions on compulsory licensing
under TRIPS for developing
countries at Doha Ministerial has
validated the significance of a

rrnited stand by developing
countries clr-rring negotiations.

o Tariffs: Thc fact highlighted here
is that developing countries should
be open to the inclusion of a new
round of tariff rrc-gotiations. Efforts
to gain from greater market access

and reduction in industrial tariffs
are emphasized.

o. Non-Tariff Measures: A sttrdy
incorporating cluantitative estimate
of NTMs ou Irrdia's exports makes

interesting reading. These NTMs
are increasingly being used as trade
barriers. NTMs, the study brings
out, are mainly the result of a

Government's response to the
needs of civil societY. However, an

atternpt at coutiuuous inspection
of each NTM and its compatibility
with WTO is essential. In fact,
NTMs gain inrportance in fur-
thering the concept of fair trade.
The study emphasizes the need for
these NTMs to be effectively
employed in order to eliminate
malpractice in trade. If not
executed in the right fashion, these
hold the potential of threatening
the very survival of trade.

Anti-Dumping Measures: Anti-
dumping measures are used as

weapons by developed countries
to deny market access to deve-
loping countries. The paPer
suggests specific modifications in
the Agreement for it to not hamper
developing countries' exports
unreasonably. AII the same, India
has mastered the use of anti-
dumping instrument. Witness the
68 anti-dumping initiations in 1999

made by India in 1999.

TRIPS: Thankfully, the author of
the paper departs from the view
taken by sundry analysts wl'ro view
TRIPS as having only negative
implications for developing
countries. The paper obiectively
brings out the importance of shong
patent laws with special reference
to the pharmaceutical sector and
how LDCs need to take advantage
of the flexibility given by TI{IPS
Agreement. It stresses the role of
developing countries in forming
Llr)mcstic Ian's to tlptimizc rration.rl
interests, especially in the aiea of
patents.

Another informative paper
reveals interestirrg results on the
comparison of the progress of
liberalization in SAARC countries. This
is made through detailed analysis of the
Trade Policy ILeviews'of SAARC
conntries' conducted by the WTO. Thc
study rcveals thc' lack of a common

negotiating position. While India &
Pakistan from the SAARC members
would r,r'ant negotiations in textiles,
they, barring others, would contest any
negotiations in the area of agriculture.
SAARC is a forum where Indo-Pak
bilateral disagreement is tl're dominant
force. The members instead of joining
hands on common issues at the WTO
believe irr approaching these in
isolation. This important fact should not
be forgotten.

The book also discusses the
in'rplications of the inclusion of some
of the 'new issues' like Competitiorr
Policy, GATS, etc. in the WTO ambit.
It also has a separate cl'rapter on tlrc
importance of integrating LDCs in the
multilateral trading system. The various
aspects of the Agreement on
Agriculture are discussed in great detail
in three different chapters. In contrast,
one pertinent Agreement, especially
from the viewpoint of the industry that
receives only a passing n'rention in the
book is the Agreement on Subsidies &
Countervailing Measures. This is an
indispensable issue as far as the
competitiveness of Indian industry is
concerned. A road map on this aspect
of trade is indispensablc.

All in all, this edited volume
throws light on the pragmatism of a

trade order led by WTO rules. Every
paper makes an effort in obtaining
solutions to stmctural problems facecl

by developing countries iu trying to
comply with tl're provisions uucler
specific Agreements. Developirrg
countries need to be equipped with the
right nrix of strategies kr participate,
rewardingly so, in the negotiations.
Agreement-wise analysis conductcd it't

thc book rvill provc to bc berrc'ficial to

prolicy r.nakcrs in or-rtlining thc'ir
strategies to take advantage of tlre time
leeway accorded to developing
countries under WTO. It clarifies that
benefits from WTO arc not illusory.
Efforts have to be made by developing
countries to internalize tlresc benefits.
At tl're same time, since the book was
publishcd in Septcrnber it may already
provc to bc pa.ssri in terrns of the post-
Doha rcrad-n'rap for globalizatiorr.'i'

"When the people fear the government, you
When the government fears the people, you

have
have

tyra n ny.
freedom."
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Mr. Modak introduces his book
by saying "l am persuaded that the time
has come for me to speak about things
that have happened to me. In the matter
of Kashmir, in particular, I have kept
my silence too long ..."

A distinguished police officer of
the colonial days' Imperial Service. Mr.
E. S. Modak, Indian Police - 1941
(Retired), took over charge as the
Assistant Superintendent of Police at
Satara on December 15, 1942. Those
were very difficult days for the British
Raj because of Mahatma Gandhi's 'Quit
India' movement, and Satara was by
all accounts the most disturbed district
in India. An Englishman, one Mr. Yates,
IP, was his first Chief as the District
Superintendent of Police. After a long
and meritorious service, Mr. Modak
retirc.d from the Indian I'olice Scrvice
(as the service came to be known after
lndependence).

On March S, "1970, he was the
Inspector General of Police of
Maharashtra when Mr. Vasantdada
Patil u'as the Chicf lr4inistcr. As dcstiny
woulcl have it, young Vasant Patil was
one of tlre most wanted Patri Snrkar
militant activists, in the Quit lndia
Movcment when Mr. Modak was the
ASI'] in Satara District. Mr. Modak
describes " Patri Sarkar" as the
Government of Bastinado. "Elusive
Vasant Patil" was finally captured by
Mr. Modak during the height of this
agitation for Indcpcndcncc. Whcn Mr.
Modak joinc-d at Satara in 1942, Satara
was illr itrrPop111i1 tlistrict of tlre
crstr.r'hilc I'rcsidcncy crf Bombal', a
tril:n'.;r' rl 1rr,,r. i,r,'!. ,.f Ilr iti:,lr llr.l:.r.
\,Vhcn hc. rctirt'r-I, thc r-r-rap had clranct:.1.
Thc statc n'as tlrc trnilingrral statc of
Maharashtra of Marathi spcaking

Originals
Commercial

Year of

Mr. K. P.

people, including large and l'ristorical
areas of Vidarbha and Marathwada
respectively from the old province' of
C.P. and the princely state of
Hyderabad.

It is, indeed, difficult for nre to
offer fair conments on many of the
facts and controversies so vividly
narrated by the author for two reasons:
Firstly, I was away from Maharashtra,
from my orl'n cadre state, on
deputation from 1957 to 1980 with the
Irrtc'lligencc. Bureatr of the Government
of India serving in Delhi, Bhutan,
Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. The
second reason is that I do not have
access to the sources of Mr. Modak's
personal history to verify those
episodes. Whe'n I rcad and enjoy an
autobiography,l try to convince myself
that the writer is true and honest to
himself. If arry factual contradiction or
criticism is called for, I would like to
leave those comments to the
personalities involved in those episodes
or happenings. I would certainly feel
comPr.tent to sav sor"uctlrirre aborrt thc
lcsstrrrs dr.rrvn Iy the iirrthor, his
asscssment of thc situation. his
conclusions and judgcments, as wcll as

the advice hc would like to rc'cord for
futurc gencrations.

Let me first of all say that the
book is highly intercstirrg arrd
eminetrtlv rcadable. It is writterr iu eood
fluent'Quccn's' [irrglish, with a

sprinkling rrf catchl, phr;rscs and
npprr.rprir tt' \\'{ )r'd s. lv1 r- Nlo.l,rk lr i nrsclf
clainrs to he a voraciolts rclclc'r ancl a
f.,.,.rr .rf 11 -1 ,'5r ,.f (lr .I ,. rr,' "', 

'r1...

chaptcr ()n 'TIro l)olicc arrd
Shakc'speare" is rrovel, intercsting and
aLrsorlrirrq, to say the lcast.

[,' reedonr, lrit'st April-J rme 2(-)02

SENTINELS OF THE SAHYADRIS
(Memories and Reflections)

By E. S. Modak

Published by
(an irnprint of Low Price Publications)/ A-6, Nirnri
Centre, Near Ashok Vihar, Phase IV, Delhi 110 052.

Publication: 2001. No. of Pages: 287. Price Rs.395

Reviewed by
Medhekar IPS, Retired Director General of Police,

Maharashtra.

Without delving much deeper
into other chapters of the book, suffice
it to say that the book will be useful
to and make an interesting reading for
adminishators, magistrates, judges and
even politicians if they have time to
read. Police officers in particular must
read this autobiography of a senior
colleague of theirs. Mr. Modak's
professional knowledge about policing,
man-management as well as law and
order and crime. investigation seems to
be worth studying. It is highly relevant
even today.

The most thought provoking
cl'rapter is 'lnterlude in Kashmir', in
which turbulent state he was specially
deputed as the Inspector General of
Police in June 

'1966 by the Government
of India. One would agree with him
when he reasons oui u'hy the
administration in Kashmir is failing so
badly in dealing with tl.re'compiicated
internal situation in this unfortunate
part of India. With some knowledge
and authority, I can say here that had
great leaders like Sardar Vallablrbhai
I)atel bccn all<xved to c-leal frccll, rvitl-r

Kashmir and the statcs in the north cast,
the picture of those areas today rvould
have bcen morc rosy and the peoplc
would have been much happier and
integrated with the rest of India.

Mr. Modak's story "From Them
to Us", from British colonialists kr our
own Indian political mastcrs tells a vcry
sad story of how the lot of the 'poor'
policc' forcc Iras rrot chan.ged for tlrc
Lrcttt'r as trr as their we'liarc is
conccrrtccl. Sonrc of the good nteilsttres
e.rLr rr L,,r ,ir. .L[rtilr,, .ritei .,ti,e,
inrlivitluals hlvc nr>t e-r'crr tottche.l the

fringe of thc huurarr problcnr.
I'oliccnrcrr still rcnrain the'floggirrg

E;



lrorse' of the 'mai baap sarkar' ,

politicians of all hues and the press too.

Policemen's families remain neglected.

There are, unfortunately, a

number of ediling and printing errors
in this book even though the print,

paper and overall production of this
volume are presentable. The cover
design is eye-catching and appropriate.
I understand that the author had
desired to dedicate the book to the
memory of his father, wl'ro was an
eminent administrator in tl're provincial

civil service as a Collector and District
Magistrate. That important page is,
however, missing in the book. Mr.
Modak needs to be congratulated for
his much belated effort in recording his
memories and reflections. *

THE MAN WHO DIVIDED INDIA - AN INSIGHT INTO
IINNAH'S LEADERSHIP AND ITS AFTERMATH

By Rafiq Zakaria

Published by
Popular Prakashan Pvt. Ltd., 35-C, Madan Mohan Malaviya Marg,

Popular Press Building, Tardeo, Mumbai 400 034.
Year of Publication: 

-----. 
No. of Pages: 290. Price: Rs.350

Reviewed by
Professor R. V. Chari, retired professor of commerce and

management and a freelance writer.

I'rior to 7876, Karachi
Municipality did not keep proper
records of births and deaths. The
maintainence of records started in right
earnest from that year. Jinnah's father
while filling the form for admission,
furnished 20th October 1875 as the date
of his son's birth. The family belonged
to the Khoja conlnrunity, owing
allegiance to the Aga Khan.

Irr his early days, Jirrnah did not
show any irrclination for forr-nal
edtrcation. This pertr.rrlrcd his father to
such an extent that he brought his son
to Bombay and admitted him to the
Gokuldas School. Later, he was moved
to the Anjuman-l-lslam School. But this
did not in any way improvc matters.
Worried with the progress and
performance of his sctn irr his str-rclics,

his father consulted some of his
bnsirrcss associates who advised him
to send young Jirrnah to U.K. to take
up legal studies, realising his aptitude
for arguments and discttssions. He was
admitted to Lincoln's Inn. Before
leaving for England, his mother insisted
on his getting married prior to l'ris
depr;1t11g to l,oudou, which he did.
Whcrr hc returned from London, after
completine his legal cdtrcation, both his
mothcl ancl tecnagc wifc had passccl
..lr,vav.

Aftcr bcing c.rllcd to thc [Jirr, hc
dicl not return to Karachi to t-ucct his
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ailing father, who badly needed his
moral presencc' and finarrcial support,
having incurred heavy losses in his
business. Ignoring his father's pleas,

Jinnah landed in Bombay to chart a ncw
life for himself. For over a year, he
remained briefless, but finding Bombay
quite expensive, he applied for a iob as

presidency magistrate, which l're

secured within a short time. He
resigned his post, as he was ttnable to
reconcile hin'rself to the isolation a judge

lived irr.

While in London, along with
Law, Jinnah started taking active
interest in political developments. Of
the books he read, Lord Morley's "Oll
Cornpromise" influenced l'rim. During
his later years, he was to regrettably
jcttisorr the sllmc principles which he'

had admired in his youth.

Having cxperienced failure in
l'ris attenrpt to forge a semblance of
trnity l.retwcen Hindus and Muslinrs,
finnah, out of shcer frr.rstration, started
working fcvcrishly to consolidatc' his
position am(ngst thc Muslims, with the
ultir-natc objcct of carving out a scparate
natiou.

1-hough initialty hc faccd
oppositiorr fronr rrter-rrt crs tlf tht:
itltt:lttrr Le.tq1,.', itc sttuteeriu'ct ttl
cotr','iticirrg thetrt ol tirc latiorl.ility oi
his cleurand for a scpltrate uirtitttr, fot'

Freedont. First April-Jttne 2002

Muslin'rs. Whatever efforts he had taken
for a united Irrdia earlier, he now
systernatically denied and sabotaged.

In the spring of 1933, Rahmat
Ali, a graduatc'student, invited Jinnah,
who rvas in London at that time, to a

dinner at the Waldorf Hotel, where he
proposed to Jinnah the creation of
Pakistan, exclusively for Muslims, by
carving ollt parts of India. Jinrrah
rebuffed him by statirrg that his
proposal was "an impossible dream".
Horvever, with the passage of tinre,
what was impossible then, siarted
taking demonic shape now and became
almost an obsession witlr Jinrralr. He
was hell-bent on diving India, come
what may.

l'he First liound Table
Conference (llTC) was conve'ned by
King George V irr St. James Palace'on
November 12, 7930. Nothing of any
importance took place, though "thc'
deliberations at the Conference lasted
for ten weeks". Hindu and Muslim
delegates str,rck to their respective
demands. Undeterred, the British
Coverume'nt cortve'ned a second RTC
on Scptcnrber 7, 1931, pronrising a

bctter outconrr'.

'l he prol.rosals ptrt itrrward bv
ritc L()ligl'css itttcl the Britisir
rcprrcsct-rtatives l-rottr titnc to [itue were
torpecloetl by the Mtrslir-n l-eagr-rc, with

:



Jinnah in the lead. To hasten the
transfer of power, the British
Government sent a Cabinet Mission
comprising Lord Pethick-Lawrence, Sir
Strafford Cripps and A. V. Alexander
to India. The primary purpose of this
mission was to somehow maintain the
unity of India. With this objective, the
Mission met Gandhi and Nehru as well
as Jinnah separately. Hor.r'ever, Jinnah
did not deviate from his set goal - a

separate homeland for Mtrslims.

The situation in the sub-
corrtinent alarmed Clemerrt Attlee st'r

nrnch that he cluickly decided kr replace
Iord \A/avt'll by Lord Lo11l5

Mourrtbatten, rvho arrived in Delhi irr
March 1947. Separatc talks were ireld
rt'ith Nehru and Jinnah, but
Mountbatten coulcl not sr-rcceecl as he
had expectcd to do, and w:rs left rvith
rro cl'roice but to divide thc country.
Initiallv, his proposal facecl stiif
opposition, but he succeeded in
overcoming snch opposition. He also

!rrL'pollcd the transfer ()f pt'rlvcr to
Atrgnst 15, 1947, stating that on that
date, hc had rryorr the de'cisivc battle
against tlre Japanesc.

I)r. I{afiq Zakaria describes thc
effect of l)artition thus: "The result was
that more than a nrillion Hinclus arrd

Muslinls diecl in the most grucsomLl
manner and hunclreds of tl.rousands of
womrirt rvc.re raped and etlual number
of children cither nrassacred or
orphancd; .... What a price India hac.l
to pay for its frecdoml"

I)r. l(afic1 Zakaria is to Lrc

complimented for his lucid arrd simple
style. The publishc.rs, Pr>pular
I'rakashan, should be complinrentc'd fttr
gettirrg the book printed on excellent
papcr with rL'adable typc's. This book
shotrlcl bc' reacl by orre ancl all to gain
an insight into thc characte'r and naturc
of the n'ran vvho dissected India.*

IAT  SERVKTS UMITED

STATISTICAL OUTLINE OF INDI A 2001-2002

Compiled and Published by
The Departnlent of Economics and Statistics, Tata Services Liniited

Month and Year of Publication: December 2001.
No. of Pages: 292. Price: Rs.195.

Reviewed by
S. V. Itajtr

The 28th edition of the'Statistical The feature "Profile of the initiatives that ended nowhere. Other
Outline of India (SO) is now available. Indian Economv sincc Indeperrclerrcc" than Mr. Anrn Shourie, and maybc,
The SO is an aunual publication of the nrirrors the statc trf the Indian upb a point, Mr. I)ramod Mahajan, one
Du'partnrent of Economics and Economy. wonders horr' tnan! others in the NDA
Statistics, Tata Services Limited. Over government really believc. in
the years, the So has come to be According to this^ Profile, iirirlu"rtment in paiticular and the
recognised not only as an authentic between 1950-1951 and 1999-2000: reforms process in general. Here are
sotrrce of reliable data but also evolved o Our population grew by Z.2Vo, some parameters in the SO that indicate
into a 'user-friendly' handbook while real p", .u!itu i;;.;; ;i fluctuations in the performance

;;'.1nil:T,:l':.iilIll1li:Uj'il;: Iee3 e'l pric.'s r''c^i,n w i rii p.', paramctcrs

mea^ingful i,.,sigiii.s into the.rl.fl"g anrllr.r' (iNP growth in rcal terms

".,rn,,.rr]. 
profilc of Inclia. tto.niott! o Foodgrains proclucticrn incrcascd ::.:Y:d significantly fronr i'17" in

tlrose n,ho arc 'ot econonrists or from50.8mn.Tonne.st,r208.;;;. 1.991-92to7'5%'p'a'in1995-96;slowed

statisticians arc not vcry comfortable Tonrrcs (or at a .,,n,pou,,J nn,.''.,ut i}:ji;r'r1;1"::J;,i"X:,llr'i!r:lreadirrg statistical data and even if they rate of growth <tf 2.9"/o)

clo, tliey arc often not able to , . . :. -- .
unclc,rstand thc,ir significance. Brrt the o Industrial Production increased by is expected to recover only marginally
SO data havc becn io dcsigned that it 4'5Vn to settlc'at 5 37" in 2001-02'

is rather casy to locatc thc kind of -data e Thc pr,rblic clc.bt.f thc C.vcr.rne.t lndustrial growth gained
retlr-rired atrcl, t'l'ctr morc', bt: ablc to Of lriclia irrcrcasccl Lty 12.7,/,, ft<:nr ln()ntcrltlu'11 fronr 0.(r%, in 1991-92 kr
drarv apprtrpliate- c()nclusi()r'rs. Rr.lSrr5 .,l"r.r-i,,- itr.l ,,r:,,,,i, 13', in lq()5-t)6; clr.rrpprl'cl to (i.1,;i in

A rrt,*. sr.cti.. o,1 trrc. c*rrcs! ]10,1;11',i:'*':j":l,1 it,''.:':::" tn,6 7'z

l,,rut trr.rllr,lr/ \-(-)llllllulllritt.tt)ll (ulLl T1.., -.,r,,-.--.. :^ 
- r I - '

rjrrtcrr.rirr',e^t 0Cr) is a, i.^o'atir'r i' ..tu*nrl|"or":;*Tll]i ,.,ff;'"'';1...1; ;:; :',i;li;1ill.."tl; i,':_1..:"']l'l,f'll,j;thc latc'st eclition' and plenty of corlcct btrt ncrvous as lorv trs 2.5%. in 2001-i12.

Statistical
Outline
of lndia
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lndia & Ghina : A Comparison
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In addition to data on
parameters like national income, census
data, government finances and
monetary issues, one can find sector
specific information pertaining to the
capital market, industrial sector, the ICE
segment referred to earlier, corporate
pcrformance, agriculture and the rural
sector.

Anothcr interesbing scction is the
one entitled "lnternational Com-
parisons". Not very flattering to our
country but revc'aling nevertheless, is
a conrparison of our economic grorvth

ois a ais Commu-
nist China. See

graph below
comparing India
and China for
instance.

Where
does India stand
in global rank-
ings. Table 282
provides you
with some selec-
ted indicators.
For instance, did
you know that
we are number
one in Tea, Milk,
Butter and Ghee;
second in Rice
(PaddY), Wheat,

Tobacco, Sugar. Despite this,
agriculture and rural India until very
recently got step motherly treatment
where.as industry got all the attention
dc-spite the fact that rve are nttuber
tvvc'lve (12) in terms of GDP and
nunrber 30 in exports of goods and
services.

And, bless then'r, I mean the
team which produced this handy SO,

for a "Clossary meant essentially for
non-econontists".

This is a volumc. that shor-rld be
in the briefcase and table of every
Indian who is a businessman,
industrialist, trader, journalist,
politician, bureaucrat or social worker.

TIte currc'nt edition of the SO is
available on CD-ROM, with hi-tech
features, including the convenience of
exportir.rg data to EXCEL sprcadslreets
and search facility.

The price for a cr'rpv of the bo<tk
(without postage & packing) is Rs. 195,
while thc CD-ROM costs Rs.275.
Discounts are available for bulk orders.
Besides major book shops, the SC) can
also be obtained frorn:

TATA SEII,VICI]S LTD.
Dept. of Economics & Statistics,
Bombay House,24 Homi Mody Street,
Mumbai 400 001.
Phone: (022)2049'131. Ext.7575 (Mr.
J.j.More),
Fax: (022)2045928
E-mai l: jjmore@tata.com

TATA SERVICES LTD.
Jeevan Bharati tsuilding, Tower No.1,
1Oth Floor, 124, Connaught Circus,
Neu' Delhi 110 001.
Plrone: (011) 3327072/75. (Mr. V.
Gurumoortlri). Fax: (011) 3326265
e-mail: tataserv@bol.net.in

With Best Compliments

From

BSES LIMITED
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