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HavJrlg .(;(ffne'J io''Jl ndia "'frli h from . CambHage' Urliversity 
in J92§ tq'itflke:.>I!1'Wrd ;}n.;,estab~ishing }th~; 9ommutiist 
Pfartvth ofl!~~"'· o~!fajp ,~Pr~ftf t !!~U!ltuo~~l oFf t~ed . ~~B~~~[t~~ o · · e j nu.um ' Ofnmn•ee or. vu ra ree om, Vt.n eu. 
Eurcf,p_e . tb'is.::J~Urf)rry:tf:l4fte.r. ran absence · vf twerl£y-sd:; yeah 
to participate in the Interfu.l:ticmpl · Exposition of Arts ; ~rt 
Paris ' ·orgahiSelr by'' flhe·}Cortgress for. Cult.ural F:reedom: 
Here lw · sh4rtw hiS impressions with ' the reader.; 

THE· argu·~~D;t behv~en ~iberl;ar~;ins and. t~~~i~~apans 
over culture and cultural policy_ has not been 

entirely one-sided. Though very few defend Soviet 
policy. in relation to science or journalism, the case is 
otherWise as regards literature and the arts. 

Many ordinary people in the west, at least, must 
have felt some sympathy with Stalin when he 
demanded "tunes you can hum". The totalitarians-:­
for the Nazis hold the same sort of views- have in a 
certain sense tak~n the side of the common man in 
their attack on the peculiarities of nventieth-century 
literatUre, painthlg and mvsic ... 

The line of cleavage in this matter, between the 
highbrows and the rest, does not now run parallel to 
any political or class line. There was a time when it 
did.. From Baudelaire and H eine the avant garde 
tended to take the revolutionary side in politics, and 
this remained true till after Lenin's death. As com­
munism degenerated, it anticipated Hitler on art, as 
on so many other things. In 1936 Gide wrote: "I 
doubt if in any other country the mind is less free, 
more bent over, more terrorized, more vassalized than 
in the U.S.S .R." Since then the opposition benveen 
totalitarianism and the distinctive trends in modern 
art has been plain. But in th is dispute a democratic 
vote might well go to the totalitarians. On one point 
at least- in disliking, though not in suppressing, 

moaerfi ' lu-t-:..:?'Ghfuchilf and m rfian find themselves 
itt !gr~errieJFwith 'Stalin. · 
rJ In· ~dditiorll f(f l6wbr6W 'support, the Stalin'ists have 

a so~i~logiclfli_:il{gumJ~t.~ 9:'hey declare thit the queer­
rles'slQf rflodefuLilff lS a isYm tom Of the· decadence of 
oourgoois ~deiety. . 
:,., it IS oJdn~wVfaia ~ lf!i ~t the Mm;oan organic 
iaw · iJc.t:l~ 'U.Ifti~J rQ~pmtliJ is not bobhd by any 
futermu "ne"ces~t)re: to.'~eeiii1e ' and give wfty to coni~ 
munism.:IThe m'aifi ecdnoft}ic'defects, at lelist; to which 
the• Mdrxists': point -~ee$::t;cj lbe capable of remedy 
vHthifi'.:a -..free \'o<!Hi1 1sys'f~· ::What is ·WI-ong with the 
~orld'ls t ri:~~~apielil~§irUJ'lif'te~Jmology, which 'has ~6i 

. out of control and is forQing 'C~anges of all kinds so 
fast that -we cannot adant .etirselves to them. ' ~ r. .. t j'\"' 

Neverthel~ss, mo4~rp P~.ijffig, . music and li~er~~re 
are queer, and it is n.~~~ t<_?,f:\SSume that therr pecu­
liax;ities are ·in ·some ~ay ~1Inilar and derive from a 
common source. May their critics not be· right? 

On this question, I found the Exposition of the 
Masterpieces of the Twentieth Century in Paris 
enlightening. The.- livipg voice, eve:q: if it speaks a 
langlfage very imp~rfectly understood, seems to have 
more authority than 'mere print. I l}.eard li~le, per­
haps, that . ~bg~r: ·Fry and Herbe~ R~·~ ,_ haq not 
written; but1Malra'ux, Read himself, Venturi, Cassou, 
Weidle made m e feel that mere E lite assent was 
inadequate. To them it was obvious, o oe assumed 
rather than asserted, that if anything it is academic, 
realistic art that is decadent, tha't- moderh art is ~ot 
bourgeois, that art has gained a new . liberty by 
ceasing to be merely · ~~J?,'resentational, and that 
Cezanne opened one of e most vigorous and glorious 
eras in the history of art. _ 

More than this, the paintings themselves opened 
my eyes. I had always liked Cezanne, without being 
able to say why. Now I could see a broadly similar 
quality in Braque, Matisse, Detain, Modigliani, 
Picasso, even Miro, Gris, ChagalL Anp whatever these 
men are, they are not decadent. As · an Austrian artist 
there present said, with the emphasis of deep convic­
tion, "This is my world"- the modern masters portray. 
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mental, 
glorying in ..... ~gu-~·11 
to suppress it. 
hension or dislike, 
dom of the mind. 

merely out of incompre­
.u""" .. ,_., .. it expresses the free-

In Paris I also attendea·-sev.eral concerts of modern 
music, and tn Lop.doi~l 4~~~J~Pme more~ , B\!ta.p;tl:\s 
experiencing a musical ren~s~nce,. · ~np,.;, .i,ntpr~.! ~s 
manifestly greater than b!=lfO.I:tir•r it. W~S. llS!9_m~g"tO 
find otherwise conservatiye pepple l.i$t~pipg~~!A.-!\~!l!l 
appreciation to Waltop.; i~rjtt~~ i ijipsl~,92it!}i '_f19.~<J1 
fieff, Shostakovich, and :even SchQeAlJ~J_g, 7,' ~hi,' ·P~W 
idiom has never pleaseq'jni,~i ,pti,~~J ~~as~ .~bl~ ~g J~el 
something of its spirit. l}ioiigl); to fh:~:_,o,l.g,-f5ls'Q!o~e.~ 
it appears harsh, it can be liv~~y,r,.:}n~;;is,. .9J!~ tpower~ 
ful . It is distinguished l?Y. a . }jgprpu.s rep_u,di~tipn of 
sentiment, a rebellious rfr~_e _ q~fr~Ip.:~<?ny.~9H9V aJl~ 
cliche; and a .determitied ~i!>!6ratig'n ~of ne,w .possi.l?i­
lities. Again one is no~ , ~urp):'ised .. that StaUn:.f~~~s 1it 
to be subversive. 

And after all, the saml:l is true of moderp ·literature: 
Whatever else Joyce inay be, there ~~ ·_no decadence 
in him. Which is decadent, the· traditional -verse of 
Noyes and Masefield, or thf;) modernisti~ verse of Eliot 
and Auden? · · 

It remains true that many intelligent people who 
value freedom are out of sympathy ';Y.ith . modern art. 
In some degree that is inevitable~ Tljlere ar~ otherwise 
normal people who are born tone;d~af 9q~qlgur-blind 
or up.able to grasp mathematics . . Probably, many 
people who think they like traditional ~t uQderstand 
it wrongly. The appreciation of art, like other cultural 
acquisitLqns; needs training, and . as culture becomes 
more complex the amount of training increases. What 
training can do one sees in Europe. It is e':ident that 
a large part of the people of Paris have an educated 
understanding of model11 -Painting. Similarly a large 
proportion of the peopl~ of Eng~aQd hf1,v:e an educated 
understanding of modern music. 

This last, too, is new. · I venture to think that the 
wider interest in music, and the large amount of good 
music composed in England recently, though due 
immediately to the B.B.C., are also symptoms of a 
deeper change, a greater maturity. There are many 
who fear that the economic levelling now going on 
in Britain, and in particular the squeezing of the 
upper and middle classes , will result in cultural 
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decline. So far the suggestion is rather that the 
reverse process is taking place. 

I noticed during my visit welcome signs which I 
took to indicate that the British public are growing 
to a higher levxl of maturity, but I also.felt that they 

ture1,o -need alltflie maturity, 
resfr~int ttfat they a"re '8apable of. 

_:To . _visitor returning after tw~~ty-fi~lj~yjlrs the 
outward aspect of Britain is pleasing. The standard 
of life of the ordinary people is higher, health seems 
to ' Be better, towns and roads are better kept and 
cleaner; I fancied the soci~. ~iltrno~phez:e ~as Ipss 
s~Obl5isii, lliei~ :iS ·~a •good ;deal of evtderice ari!hi­
tecbi; e 'df a b':ea'k with stuffy '~id idea~ . ·The s at~ of 
Britain is certainly testimony to·. the adva tages of 
change by agree~nf,~ 

But ' t'o the Englishman returnirig from · ~nflia, the 
contrast with ti¥s ' .o~ntry· i~repq~gh to · ~ause an 
attack of bad con~cien6e. I could . not suppress the 
feeli,ng that all _W$ prosp~rity ~ precarious. ;,,lt- is true, 
I helieve; that the prospe:rit)r_ of th~ West i!t -aue only 
i~·-~a_·_tiiiri'or_ degre'tr~o-:e~J?i?it~ljdztbf .t];l~~;~'ot~~;~~. But 
that the West does owe something tei col9'¢al' exploi­
f!itiori is a fact;~- an'd what is : bf ~ore pr~c'!i~iif' import­
ance, the colonial peoples know it, exaggerate it,-and 
resent !t. I took such opportunities as came _my way, 
in sp~eches . and otherW-ise, to remind peopie in 
Frarice ·imd Britain of this fact, and to warn them _that 
their new colonial policies are still far from adequate 
to the situation of the 1950s, and that they will have 
to make further serious sacrifices if they are to win 
the friendship of the Asian and African peoples. 
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Notes 

HOW NOT TO ·KEEP FRIENDS 

ETERNAL vigilance is the price· of _liberty .. . Writ­
ing in a country where one sees Commform 

agents moving in and out of the country without let 
or hilldiance, ·one wishes more adequate . measures 
were~taken to guard the •security of the country and 
its freedom. The U.'S.' Congress, in pursuit·of its owi'l 
national · security, has enacted the MacCurran Act 
which·.prevents ·the admission :into the .United States 
of ' air •-those . who t are.;_ on :have \_ at any ... time been 
members of !thet.Cominunist 'Party in any' ;part of the 
world, though'th'e. U.S:· Ati:orney,.General-is authorised 
to make .exce~tiohs ih Suit~ble cases. Wl{ile the)' rum 
of the Act is .Jlegitimate;:this·:appears -to be ar some­
what rough and ready measure which":Will"riot' always 
serve its pufP,qse: · 'IJ;ler~, .¥e ,ma-qy; dl}ngerpus . ~<)viet 
agents wh<? have nevE:ric:Pel~ , a . fa,rty memb~rshiJ? 
card. On the other hand, there are many men :;md 
women ~ India as elsewhe;e,, i .1 wl;lo pave b~~I;l 
members •of the, CqJ?munist · PatfY at one time )PI 
anqther in their lives who are today among the fore­
most of-the fighters for freedom. , 

These observations are prompted by the case of an 
Indian trade union organiser, who is the General 
Secretary of the Mill Mazdoor Sabha (Textile Labour 
Union) in Bombay affiliated to the Socialist-controlled 
Hind Mazdoor Sabha, who recently received an invi­
tation from Harvard University to attend an Interna­
tional Seminar. on the Trade Union Movement. The 
invitee, Mr. Raja Kulkarni, happened, however, to 
have been a member of the Communist Party of India 
during the years 1930, 1940 and 1941. In the years 
that have since elapsed, he has proved the measure of 
his repudiation of that unfortunate association by his 
participation in the 'Quit India' Movement of 1942-43, 
his membership of the Socialist Party of India since 
1946 and active trade union work on behalf of the 
Hind Mazdoor Sabha, which has brought on his head 
a fair share of Communist invective and vilification. 

It is understood that Mr. Kulkarni's application for 
a visa to enter the United States for the purposes of 
attending this Seminar received the support of the 
U.S. Consular officials at this end. But, though this 
reference to Washington was made as far back as 
June 11, as of this writing Mr. Kulkarni is still in 
Bombay awaiting a reply. Meanwhile, half the 
period of the Seminar has already passed! 

, While there is DO lack iof ' !i nnr<•I--H:iHt'ln"'~l..tlliA 
that hard cases make bad law 
machinery must inevitably t:ike' . 
functions, the psychological irilpliSatlb"'ns and conse­
quences of such a situation ' leave:la, great deal to be 
desired. In an atmosphere· . -fc ged ·with anti­
American emotionalism as · ctXls~· in · India·!toqay, we 
would like to think that it is riot beyond the''ingenuity 
of those concerned to see.tha.i,,dn a case.of-this nature, 
an ·answer to an applicati6n Jor a visa.' :could , be 
obtained in less than the seven weeks which hav:e 
now elapsed. 

, C~:n,.1l? 'it . b!'l F4.~t thi~)ailure to keep fri~nqs_ on the 
part o~ Dale Car1,1egie's ,fpmpatriots stems,f~pm a pre­
occ.upatio~ 'fith . courting- unfriendly people as 
-9,U[I'!(P.f1:Y exemp~ifi~d.k:Y fh~ ~~xclusive inty~ew given 
by the Am_~J;ic;:t,n J\D1b~~a9or to a cryp~<);-communist 
journal? 

PROOF OF:SLAVE .~ABOUR IN -' CHINA 

MR. V. K. KRISHNA N1ENON_ cappe<,l his tenure 
:c of ,office'· asOfndiafs !·High Commissioner .in 

London with a statement that -must have brought a 
blush of sh~e to;m.any·,an -l:Qdiail. cheek, . Aske.d by 
a press cprresppnd~nt ·W.i'l:.gndpn on July 11 about 
forced labour in., Gw1imvqjst,,;tChina, _PTI -Reuter 
reports Mr. Menon ~ _l;l!we: s!!).d in reply: 

'Why . ~e . we all __ -§Q concerned about forced 
labour? Under British · rule in India there were 
large parts of the territory using forced labour 
. ... I am not the Government of China nor are 
you. It is their business ...... If there is a viola-
tion of human rights, then the best thing is to 
bring it before the United Nations." 

Now, Mr. Krishna Menon was probably too b{isy 
just then rushmg about between London and New 
Delhi trying to organise an Indo-British united front 
against the U.S. and U.N. policy in Korea to notice 
it, but his concluding suggestion was already being 
given effect to at U.N. Headquarters in New York. 

There the Committee to investigate charges of 
Forced Labour appointed by the Economic and 
Social Council of the U.N. was in session with a much 
more distinguished Indian diplomat, Sir A. Rama­
swamy Mudaliar, in the chair. 

A spokesman of the I.C.F.T . .U. testified before 
the Committee that Communist China ranks second 
only to the USSR as a slave-owning power, with 
more than a million victims of this system. But there 
is no need to quote American, British or even anti­
communist Chinese sources to establish the existence 
of forced labour in Communist China. Out of its own 
mouth can the Chinese dictatorship be convicted . 
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Thus, ; qp.: Octpber, 11; 1951,- the leading Chine~e 
collliq · · ~~}yMJaper ~en Mtn ]ih Pao carried this 
statemen •DY· _ .. in~.~ter for Public Security, Lo Sin­
ch'ing, the Cliiriese:: Beria:_ 

"The subj$)gfion ,of counter-revolutionaries . to 
forced laHoiif ·-is··azi · indispensable means. fort;_tlie 
liquidation ' ~f ''fh1·· c0unter revolutionary"·1· class 

" • r & • )fS . 

Two days later, on October 13, the Hankow news­
·paper Ch'ang Chiang lf!i Pao· carried .a\ speech--: con­
firming this from another <- leading Party1 ·Spokesman 
Teng Tzn-hui: . .L"l'<F' · 

"When the masses hJd' lb~en m6bili~ed f!Ind. the 
counter-revo1uti~nary 'H~m~s- qlY~Hcheci; ·i? -1<aii the 
most enlightened' . polidy {1 r to ' s~:feki-1<-r&foi:in 
through labo~ oHesiJi- 'e'I~hlei-Hs·:·'~-?~ (2) ' t'Q 'sus­
pend death sentences! ford tWo ·yea&m ·\_ .,, · ·. 

According to Ta Kuf;g )'ao, the system 'b'f ' slav~ 
labour ''has brought ec~D9i:p!CrJ:~a!th t? . .- t1e • J!-~tion-:> 
and on December 15, 1951; this paper pro~eeded to 
detail the production of tUus' ,system: in .Canton' ';\rea 
alone as being "50,000 <bri~ks';f,9D;OOO tiles~and 750\0'ns 
of lime each month." i· .Jt ·trr·;.," ,l-:1 ' · , .•. _., -r· / 

According to ano'th'et ',i tlesiiatch: from 'Peking' 6ti 
October 18, 1951, af ·cii·.m.-g Ho Farm, a kind 6f 
experimental slave camp• rtni· by the Peking· SecuritY 
Bureau since Mardi- '1950,'!slave labour had aheady 
built eight new village"s; excavated one ' and one:hill 
million cubic meters: ' (jf ' 'ditches, and erected' two 
power-driven pumping stations. 

The Peiping report then goes on to boast about 
the inhuman callousness of the methods used: 

"When the ditches were being dug last . Spring 
the water froze, but some labourers stood digging 
barefooted on the ice and moving as much as 
34 cubic meters a day." 

Finally, to pring this stgry ·of primitive barbarism on 
to this year of grace 1952, the ]ih Pao of Kwangsi of 
January 9, 1952, writes that the Camp Authorities 
should 

( 1) "Point out to the labourers that they should 
bow an_d confess their misdeeds and guilt in 
the . face of the people . and that 'reform' 
tln:ough laboux: is . W,eir ·only path; 

( 2) Mobilize the c_ulprits to criticize and supervise 
each other.:' 

Would Mr. Krishna Menon and the others who talk 
incessantly of the great "achievements" of Commu­
nist China like any more proof of the methods by 
which these results, such as they are, have been 
achieved? And why, if we may venture to ask, has 
PTI-Reuter failed to report the hearings before the 
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l:J.N. Committee on Forced· Labour so that the truth 
might be known to the people ~f India? 

AID TO TUNISIA 

I T is now clear that those who sponsored the move 
for a _special session of the U.N. Generaf-Assembly 

to consider the Tunisian question have failed to get 
the ·support of thirty-one member States as required 
by the Charter. 

"Here; is ·an issue· that is crystal clear, ohilie 'right 
to ·· self-determination of a people well t~thin the 
bounds of the free world . . There· are ..no t:o!flPlicating 
fa~tors here ·as in Indo-.Gl,lina wher~·~ the .b~i!fuLpre­
sence of, the Sovief agent rHo Chi Minh-· distorts . and 
delays . the advent ·of · Indo-Chinese £reedom;i- . M. 
Bourgiba· ·and ·his Destotir ·Party> have · ~;q,eil.~d :.coin~ 
niunist-:infiltrators· into their. :ranksUmd'tlib.eratea the 
Tuirisjan ,, tr~de ;·,·tiiiiqns ' ,;Qnow.i] affiliat~wtd .: the 
I.C.F.T.U:)' ffom the gi-fp : of the-JW .lEr:t:V.'·>and. its 
local agenfs..- ,; Public· opfuion fu , America apd inr Bi:i,. 
tain is behirid the-·Tunisian:dem:ind. ; r_. , •• :-.-~.· · 

Th~ c Frencli ' are seeking' td' bully :-llieif. U.S. 
~hes in NATO'''t o ,:wit)uf9Ia supP.ort' ( to·r\Jie i Tui1i~ 
sians' oy . threatening ., tb disrupt '' the Jlli~ ' of ' th'e 
Den\ocraci~s ·iri: ·the ' f~ce ~f the t~talitaiiib 'threaf 
Frerld:~ irrespdiisibilitY teJids here, 'as eis~.Where, t0 b'e 
the rock on which ·the unity of the free wdrid found­
ers. It is to be hoped that by the time 'the U.N. 
General Assembly meets in October, U.S. patience 
with the French attitude will have been exhausted 
and a more forthcoming attitude will be adopted such 
as the one by which a few years back American pres­
sure helped to force the Dutch out of Indonesia. 

It is characteristic of the true alignment of forces 
that it was at a public meeting in Bombay held under 
the auspices of the Democratic Research Service, with 
M. R. Masani in the chair, that Margaret Pope, 
the accredited representative of the Destour Party, 
launched the "Aid Tunisia" campaign in this counh·y 
and Asoka Mehta, a member of the Executive of 
the Indian Committee for Cultural Freedom, announ­
ced the proposal to set up a joint committee to 
promote the campaign. Anti-totalitarians in India as 
elsewhere are sought to be smeared by the com­
munists and their fellow-travellers as "stooges of 
Western Imperialism". Queer stooges, these! 

THE RIGHT TO MAKE FiLMS 

DR. KESKAR raised quite a little flutter of excite­
ment and indignation iri the Indian Film vVorld 

when he recently addressed the Film Federation of 
India. While no one can quarrel with his implied 



criticism that the general standard · of Indian film-s is 
depressingly ·low, many will deplore his "friendly" 
threat that, unless producers improve · their produc­
tion materially, Government would be obliged to 
impose a stricter censorship. This comes as a blow 
at a time · when the film world is rejoicing over · the 
recent judgment of the. l.!nited States Sqpreme Co.urt 
in the Miracle case in the course of which the Court 
proclaimed ·that .the. term "freedom · of speech" in­
clw:les the freedom .of making ffims. , , 

Strio~er censorship might . perhaps stop thf:l. mos.t 
vt.V,gar parts of : a film from reaching the pi.Iblic, 
b~t ·it will , not , be conducive to a better .: cla$s 
of films being · made. Besides, too much cen­
sorship . might ·have the effect of paralysing the 
industry ,altogether, ·as • would appear to have hap­
pel,led in • ~olan_<:}, <,_.w\lere ··the· Government . issued 
a . serie.s. , 9f;;f;Sugge~tiotis': · •about what kind.s. -of . £ihfi 
were thought to' he s.uitable for ·showing ·· in _; that 
country. . Among ;· acceptable plots. were nient:j.oned 
those which .showed ~that . the.- "help and .frie~dship . 6£ 
the U. S .. S; R. 'were • the .:f~undations · of i the :victory;' 
and those . which showed ·:'the victory of J!lechahized 
agriculture". ' · _; :;· 

The example of Poland is ·particularly noteworthy 
because of the ill-conceived proposal which ·has been 
mooted that the Film Divisions of the Indian Govern, 

me~t should - ~o"mmeb e ·p· <f' uc"' g ,; th feature 
piCtures: , ·Mr.),. B. ; H:!>. W~~~~ 1 bft~~f' ' cli iorteers 
of the Indian tallde, wno': ha'§'l ·bE!M'tifWi · - esident 
of the Indian Moti~ri PictUre 1't6dl:icers" sociatiorr, 
has some very pertinent thmg~'to~s'aY. ':ibout' ;all this 
in a recent article of1his in Screen:.. . , 1 ·· ': 

"Be~au~e of ! its posi~bii Qf ~V n,t11~e'r;·-,· ~rites Mt. 
W adia, "the Goverrtmetit-'::is E;i already e'x:ercising' a 
virtual monopoly in the production of documentaries 
and •newsreels ... · '~ .Oiie i ;; ilile;};mornll;l.g~niw_e ; 1roay 
all · wake · up to ·firid1fthab. the,:.GoverrimeJ!t .. intends 
also · to ;, have ·· a · sottk1Qff"'t;fudirect control over 
the ·production'· of all featUre films in ·the . country, 
ag~ advancing :then:delightfully seductive : :argu­
meiit ' to help .the ,f indush:y · to produce;J~~tter-elass 
films. And: frdm·indirectJcbptrol to direct: cbntfol . at 
some still future date will be the logical culmination 
-of ,.thisJ~~J?Meq_!ly; rbMP.l,~.~ · ~~t- step." , ~; ,, 
~ .. ;;QQe,rt~;tM~rqe_r.sf!ln~ti~~~ dvstifica~of(, 1 c~mtip.l,les 
Mt.r~acl,i~ ;~;9~ J:4t1JS~'sil)}.p,~ rfeqtllre 1 film,~/9r p~pFc 
'consqmppo~ n9fv,~mg!!">&i~u::Jc3 educational,. v,~lur pru­
dl,l<~e.d~: inrtSt_AAn's.;1~Jl~~Jtt (g.~d:4ao Tse-h.lAg's C.hPI!l 

·~ 'f·' : 'nH-t :JJ. .i~!ltJn,:fi: rf!.hp.}~g~~e governiiJept fo.r;.the 
ti.J;n,e rJ?.efng jn ,~J,y~r.:~4\~1hS1c:Iiiocratic · ,COl\O.trY~ , ),il<13 
Gt,e_at;.):~xitaJI! ox;. tP~nlf~.t~4 .. S,w,t~,s, is ~nhellfd-of: .!o 
the· best of ,my lcpow.,~e~gH.: th~r~.4s not a ~ingle prec~-
.{lept in _thgse ~@t#~~';£.,( ,, _;:, ;.,.-, , , J 

-----------------------------------~----
"t• !. ·. . i._~! ,: .... {'"'. : , •• 

The Poet and the Challenge o£ the TimeS 
by TAMBIMUTTU 

(Former Editor of Poetry, London) 

THE crisis in the world of modern E.n~lish ve~se is 
too well known to need emphaslSlng. W1th a 

diminishing public and market many a poet has been 
either silenced and absorbed into the B.B.C. and 
British Council, or has become an advertising copy­
writer. 

The dabblers in historical materialism like David 
Daiches in America or Christopher Caudwell and 
George Orwell in England attribute this chiefly to the 
anti-social behaviour of the modern poet. He is anti­
social since he is a bourgeois and opposes a highly 
individualistic, even anarchist assemblage of values 
to society. The capitalist world running to seed, or 
becoming violent, as ordained by Marx, the poet in 
the role of hero projects his enormous "I" and becomes 
Hamlet and Macbeth, Faust, Prufrock or Robinson 
Crusoe. This competitive and mutually destructive 
projection of individualism which is also the hall-mark 
of unfettered capitalism creates a world of chaos and 

anarchy . . The po~t .works apart from s.ociety and life 
in what ciiti_cs paye termed an ivory tower. ' 

Following · this thread of argument, .. Shakespeare 
(for them ) moving within bourgeois illusion glorified 
the unfettered will of the individual in the character 
of the prince, in his Macbeth, Hamlet, c;>r Romeo, 
breaking all outward forms, and expressing the indi­
vidual. All Shakespeare's heroes are princely, with. a 
round public life which is collective in ~P,pparance, 
and through which others ca11 ,ryalize the~~e}ves. In 
the Elizabethan age the clfi;SS<1~· , we must remembet', 
were not yet differentiated, which is the reaSOll 
Christopher Caudwell in his "Illusion and Reality" 
finds Shakespeare's art "collective". , 

On the other hand, during the Jacobean age, which 
immediately fo llowed, and which he compares to our 
own, the poet withdrew from the glittering court life 
that had become corrupt. The poetry is scented with 
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parchme t,JeatQ .r ~ip.Qhl~11n., m\<tnight oil. A-love 
song is so:' prinked J.IP wi}h· c_qnceits ·t~at it !s incon­
ceivabl a .SWaiilt ~ould hay~ , quoted it to his maid; 
the poetry :is n,qtJ meant to be bandied about with 
relish in rollic~g. ,plixed : company, but ra~~er itis 
the scholar's poe!ry0"" poetry tl}~bi§ private ilnq meant 
for silent .readjpgr~- tl}~ I~Hl§ty~ libraries of an inner 
coterie .. . The p!:iriod,,~,cet:ta\!llY. ~:emarkably like .our 
own: 

.A:ccording to the M~st interpretation ·of literature, 
the poetry of the J aC<?Heatis;! mid :indeed of poets of 
all ages is the dire~:r~~JJ~of:Jt:he economic and social 
conditions of the times. : lrhus the metaphysical poets 
(Jacobeans) were . a reacti0n.,againsL.tbe growing 
anti-bourgeois feudalism ~f~,the : king, .whose _will as 
an absolute monarch hl!d)prev.iously·.been a creative 
force. 

Historical materiallsf§1 t5all11siiiillarfy:.,explairi · away 
all periods. of English tlifet~tkre:;E#~l~d' S::£r~'! ' lievo­
lutionary poet was Johh r:rvm~8ti;'!tlie -biltcom@i()f<'bour­
geoisie revolt against '' the''n}:dtiat~hyi:·~ri?J;p~Vileged 
nobility; Dryden, Sucf!ii:Ig, '~v.elace"are 'the< ajnalga:­
niation of the . aristoc!~w1J1i11_-b0Ufgooisi~ liga¥st ~e 
J?eople; the Romantic 'R:evival' is · ~~~ape into !Romance 
by Messrs. Byron, \Y'6rds.~o~ ;and' eo.; · ~otigh dis­
illusionment, when the rfuilitant ·bo'urgeoisie' frightened 
by the French Revolution, id~ritify' their interests with 
the landed aristo~~~y; ·s~bluiie; Tennyson, Brown­
ing are the pessimism or escapism due to the ruthless 
manner in which ~tit-thro'ift i 'competition ,, reduced 
capitalists to the proletarian abyss! As for the 
Victorian poets - following the line of argument laid 
by Engels in Anti-Duhring- they only imitated the 
bourgeois capitalists in producing for "the market" 
instead of use. Poetry has become a :·commodity­
fetisch" or "art for art's sake"a~$tinecf for "the market" 
which is in itself an illusory development' of bourgeois 
economy. This meant that a ·wedge .was successfully 
driven between the worlds of art and reality. 

It is the unilateral, rational approach to reality, 
whether it be Surrealism, Imagism, Objective Report­
ing or Historical Materialism that is the enemy of 
poetry and that I have tried to point out for eleven 
years in my magazille 'Poetry, LondfJn. These attitudes 
savour of . Descartian raison 'where an abstract set of 
manufactUred values are. impos~d on life and literature 
as absolute truth, and a fission occures betvveen theory 
and living, literature and life. Life cannot be lived to 
a formula, or literature reeled out according to the 
speciflcations of Objective Reporting, Surrealism or 
Historical Materialism, as that great modern philoso­
pher Ortega Y Gasset has pointed out. For the 
objective truths of movements, those rationalizations, 
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real in a certain tiine, place and state and convenient 
spring boards for artists, are but partial apprehensions 
of reality. It is the round, circular view, the catholic 
view that adds to the richness of life and reflects it 
in all its realness and perplexity. 

When I arrived in England in 1937 the poetic 
landscape was split into warring factions ; that ·were 
mutually destructive. There were the retrenchers of 
Georgian extraction in their country hide-outs, who 
while warbling of peat and heather, Chimbotazo and 
Cotopaxi, ignored the city and what was happening 
to ·humanity in the -present:.· This attitUde. was 
thoroughly condemned by other groups, fli.q-ugh it is 
typical, in any · age, of ·rural ·life, rimil·l peMe;' and 
rural imagination, which must: alway~ b'i.J ittptoduces 
·such magnificent p_o_ets as Walter .de 1a M4fe, :t;he poet 
of innocence and childhood;:·t,Ka,thleefi!, 1\@ne · and 
Norman Nicholson in. Cumberlari<lr>®d ·tlie'futer~sting 
work of ·Adam -Drinan of ' the Celtic bbgi?iHi~d the 
tramp W. H. Davies (in the . ideal State of . course 
'there will be no wanderlust !and n:o tr~hnpsf;)' ' Thete 
were the heirs of Celtic mysticism -and metaphysics -
notably Dylan Thomas, the mystic of .nablre-:and ·s~x, 
surely one of the prodigies of our times;•rwbo . 'was 
renewing and re-vivifying . the English:.: language. 
There was also T. S. E~ot, the poet of disillusion and 
of regeneration, who was a-gobd mirror of the times. 
The list can be increased, but the present one will 
serve my purpose. 

Opposed to all these poets was a Marxist group 
with the magazine New Verse for spokesman. Auden, 
Spender, MacNeice supported the magazine and 
called themselves Objective Reporters who were only 
concerned with "the real world of objects and events" 
which they were to report faithfully. Consequently, 
in Objective Reporting, a unilateral, mechanistic and 
rational approach to literature was the fashion of the 
day. All the previous poets mentioned were con­
demned in New Verse. Poetry became precise and 
dry and "sensuous" factors smacking of the emotions 
like word-music, and imagery that was rich as in 
Dylan Thomas or George Barker were strictly curtail­
ed. The resulting poetry was a type of poetic 
journalism. 

This movement was necessary as an antidote to 
Georgian inflation, but it did not justify the almost 
Fascist indifference to other types of writing and 
experience. It was a totalitarian attitude, as one­
sided as the Marxian analysis of literature, and it 
ignored Eliot's theorem that in an age different litera­
tures with different viewpoints can exist that are as 
interesting and genuine. The totalitarians, or Objec­
tive Reporters were against the freedom of expression. 



Marxists would say of course that the bourgeois 
idea of freedom is no ·freedom at all since it only 
meant freedom from social · responsibilities for the 
poet who had cast himself in the role of a hero and 
had become anti-social- Marxian freedom for . the 
artist, on the other hand, it · has been made clear; is 
only non-freedom of expression, harnessed to propa­
.ganda for social forces that make up the newly erected 
State, and to glorify those forces considered socially 
useful. 

It was .. therefore to encourage free speech in verse, 
to. ·put forWard ' Uie catholic point of view, that Poetry, 

. . .. ·( 
London was foup.ded. It encouraged Marxists like 
Mimrice ·ca.tpiin'ter and Paul since they wrote inte­
restihgly;· 'e.l'-fas'cisls li~e Roy Campbell since he was 
tlie best hail~l~tot Of torca and one of the most robust 
of .moderrl: pO'~ts; .. :dtho~ics like David G~scoyne and 
Kathle_en·' Rrune; tobje.ctive Reporters •' like Bernard 
Spenc'er;· Kbith : Dqugla§, James Reeves; · romantic 
myth-maHrS' Pof ' 'th;e 1 ; D~lan Thomas tradition like 
W. S. Graham; Georgiap.s l~e Herbert Palmer and 
Charles 'Wilfilllis;· 'American continuers of ari out:of­
fashion Ei).~op'ean ·tradi~on like Conrad· Aiken; ' con­
servativ~s like· Lawretice· Durrell. I published books 
by all these antagonistic poets with differing a'p­
proaches.to reality, a function which would have been 
impossible in a totalitarian state. One remembers 
what happened to creative activity in totalitarian 
societies . . One thinks of Lorca in Spain, and Yessenin 
and Mayakovsky in post-revolutionary Russia. The 
last two were victims of the state curtailing the free­
dom of the artist. Communist sympathisers blamed 
it on their bourgeois upbringing that was unable to 
cope w,ith the new consciousness, The way w,e look 
at it, what they lacked was the freedom to develop 
their own P.Otentialities because of pressure from the 
State. 

. To return to the diminishing public of the poet: 
why is it while the State-subsidised poets of the 
U.S.S.R. enjoy a circulation of two to three million 
copies, modern English poets are considered lucky 
if they sell five hundred of a collection? It all depends 
on what one means by poetry. Patience Strong of the 
Daily Mirror for instance has enjoyed a readership 
of more than three million souls and unloaded on us 
her books of jingles by the spadeful. Miss Duer 
Miller's White Cliffs of Dover too, full of phoney 
sentiments, achieved a fabulous circulation. The song 
sheets from Tin Pan Alley are as popular as ever. 
But this is not the type of writing that concerns the 
modern poet. Quite deliberately he has set about 
limiting his public and has chiefly dedicated himself 
to solving technical problems like renewing the Ian-

guage, enlarging the scope<()£. symoo ·c .. D;}eaning, .al,ld 
exploring the new fields . of sepsapoJ!:. r'~ ' xpe.~tence 
that have been suddenly opened ,to him ::by· the pro­
gress in the sciences - for instanc~. psyc ology. He. 
has deliberately, by free choice,

1
lJriiited the s~ope. of 

his canvas. He has been bus'y perfecting 'his <technique 
which is no"Y beginning t~ h~ir ·lfuit' 'in,: ~\IVHtl:!ts like 
Eliot and Christopher Fry ·*t~!~Rli.Je a:tw~~r ptibiic 
·than most poets - the modern poet knows hiS fub!re 
is in the theatre. - · ' · - · 

Shou}d a poet desii-e. fu.e'.kllii\4?f pop~~·~ft}!, ,e~~oyerd 
by Patience Strong ~~ ~r;;pPl1f Port~r ~Ji~ )~~o.w~ , he 
has but to change the -~~1d· of his appe~,~ ·but ·at the 
moment he 'is 'qJ].ite ,satiifi~d ·writing the ~ct .... of poems 
he does. what does . it ' iitatter if he se~ ( 'Only fifty 
copies of a 'bo.ok sine~ I{J: already does~anoth~r job 

. ! ri , J...l , 1 ~i ·r. . ·. . ~ . · 

bread~in~i~~--~~~ .PpeJtr~tE~r 9~.ho~~~? .. ~~ ft?~ 
the YlCton~llS oe~g COmp1Q<~hf}r-fet;ischis~, It lS those 
peopl~ whb. 'ju~g'e:~~etr)Pby0tHe · slze-· of jij crrdjlatlon 
~Ii<> are th~ refol,~clliris' oPRhialt~ing fi::if~·tke · ni~:ket": 
This is ~~ 'i~er~nt rar~~~~ ui" tlie M~ts' 1~u~?ak; 
. Th~ft •. 9riti~": w~o~e appm~ch to poettjj.~ , ~(if 

1
ft 

w~n~ ~l(fch~H!-?i~lo 9.e".llim~~ : o~ .the i~e~J51Y,, P?~1 
according _ !o.; ~p~cy;.c,~pO.lli! , }~<;1 by the , li~~mune, ~ 
the succ.essfuJ., w.orlqpg , ofJr ~Jive-year .:P.~ah, decl~e 
th~t ·the poY-~}~~: ~~cp~~\pe~o~al and . pf~y~te1 '?I?-~Y 
b((cause, he. ~ )d~Wu~ioq~d ;'Y.Jth bourgeois conditi~qs. 
The · sam~ thi~g .,papP,en~d 1 they say, in. the 17Jp 
Century . . It is,, 'h~wever, . the)). eight of .folly to 'inter­
pret poetry in this manner, solely through economics. 
It is almost as bad trying to measure an elephant with 
a pair of laboratory callipers! · ' 

For we know, many more factors go uito the making 
of a poem, tha~ the economics at the time of its 
creation. For instance there is the small -matter of the 
individualitY, of the, poet and the state of . the use of 
language when the . poet lived. There is also the 
insignificant detail of what the other art forms in 
current use like the novel, the film, tbe radio-play 
were capable of achieving. The poet would not be 
expected to duplicate them. There is also the problem 
of refining and renewing language - the type of poem 
written today depends on all the poems that have 
gone before for its genesis. That is why .iP history 
there are so-called barrer;t peri~ds which .are period~ 
of stocktaking and experiment. . . .. 

The Marxists' view of literature is in this way con­
fused, and it is therefore no wonder Pravda has mis­
understood Eliot, Lawrence, Joyce. Marxism is all 
very well, but its uncompromising critical attitude to 
li teratnre as solely the dominant emotional, economic 
and collective complex of the times is truly terrifying, 
unreal and intolerable. 



Sir, 

The. ~rst . ~rtic~~e Open Society" in your first 
issue P.lY?Sed m~itpo~~ . than anything I have read in 
recen,t ~onths, - n}agQiiqmt. Please send the next 
copy by. v.P.P: 

Y~ars ago, Justice M~ctgavkar spoke for only a few 
minu~es on .. .¢.-~ .I ,R. to state<his proposition that Hindu 
society. has' sUrvived .t'lies~ centuries not because of its_ 
static ~odaf;9rgariiz~tic5~ ~.l>.¥thecause it . per~itt~d ·a 
serie~ of g~e~t .t\9_\laryas to )e1~,~. reyolts and administer 
periodic shocks to a l~tharg~t{bbdy. lie argued that 
it is the resilience of a society . to its critics, even 
revoJutionaties~ that d~t~rnii~es its capacity of sur­
vival and not its hide boflna rigid structure. · 

• ~ . . .--:' f .; .1!""(' • 

It seems so ol?vio.us"'ffia~~the ~~-l?~er , s~pling of free­
dom should grow in ,t:P.e. SJ.m be buH.eted if .necessary 
• .) I ~ ! , 4 • l • 

~Y. winds fr<>m .all direc~o,n,s, so t4at ~~itiMy J t . c,~ 
reach the ~kies strong alike to stand . an storms and 
earthquakes as wen ~q ~~§!t~r -,h~l ~~?f>l~·~~ottnd llie 
region it grows in. : · ~pqnds -reas~nable? · Bl!-~ how 
many people in this couiitcy beli~v'e in ~~ason; which 
has be~n . defined to · fu~Itide . nbt merely ·logiC' but 
~om'ld impulse? If y6u!'' papet. published''a column 
"This is ~ India" and quoted the sayings _even of Minis­
ters, ,yo~ would gathe? ,a ·rn.ass bf intellectual garbage 
such as would alarm even a· monk of the 12th Century 
A.D. in Europe. 

Homeopathy and Ayurvedic medicines have been 
recognized by . the State because; if you please, the 
members of the Legislature and general public 
clamour for such recognition. The stateinent ·that Birth 
Control ·by. the . Rhythmic Method would be advised 
at half a dozen centres under State auspices because 
that method meets the religious susceptibilities of the 
people is anqther example. It is stated that the deci­
sion is of the Cabinet after considering all factors. 
What factors-scientific or Church prejudices? Hindu 
society has never interfered in researches in the spirit 
or in the material field; it certainly led in the research 
in matter.s of sexual behaviour in the frankest manner, 
untrammelle~ .by theories of God and his ribs. In a 
:;ecular State why am I ·foisted with Church dogma 
on a vital problem, and how does the Cabinet headed 
by a freethinker tolerate it? 

Inflexible law and rigid order preferred over the 
seeming disorder of liberty, intuition and faith op­
posed to rational thought, the function of society 
over-riding the instincts and needs of the individual as 
opposed to its true function as means for the reali­
sation of the "dignity and worth of the individual 
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man" (Wordsworth, I believe) , these forces are con­
tending even amongst the most enlightened minds. I 
was talking the other day to a lady from abroad and 
when I mentioned that often poets and artists let 
themselves go in sheer fun without purpose, ·she 
objected strongly, everything must have a ·purpose, 
and art for its own sake or for the sake of artists' 
release of exuberant heart was all wrong. You see, 
she was a Roman Catholic. So when J · :read this 
paper of your society and its criticism of the .Soviet 
Art Exhibition I laughed. Long ago I -rea~, an article 
in Penguin New Writing.on Malinow~~,);)J.r,Jh~ssiar 
poet-supposed to be among the greatest.. ,It was 

.• •. ! ¥.[ j 
written by a warm admirer, 1but ~~?;wtJ<YS1 state-
ments on poetry were. sheer rQlli<:lsi9-!? .f~~: ; P.?e!Ty 
must serve social purpose, it is true . and valid only 

,) h;J\.,t)( .. J .. ~ "t(. 

if the poet can inspire the workex:,.to ~~~- 'ill~Pf_Qduc-
tioq, make him. socially consc~~lfl!8f PM; F~.Wll~~~ilitr 
to his comradeti, etc., et~. ~~J!n~_\YP~h~~..:~s.elf 
down from an upper storey of a ,P¥is , !l.P~ent,_ 3:nd 
I do not wonder. , . . _.,J , ~lr· . . / 

We have a lot of cultural obscurantists -to release 
• ' • ' r ;:f / 

and to be· rele~sed from.. I ho.pe ,Y.O,llf ~?§E1~ )V~,n<;>t 
concentrate on).y on political,, ~~n~r.. o~npi~t~torship 
but think as well of the numerqus sm!i1\:.,channels 
through which the soul of man can be ea~~q into. 

Yours, . etc. 
Calcutta. Raman K. Desai 

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF 
JURISTS 

Mr. Purshottam Trikamdas, a leading lawyer of 
Bombay and a member of the Indian Committee for 
Cultural Freedom, has been representing India at the 
World Congress of Jurists, meeting in West Berlin 
from 25th to 31st July, which has been convened by 
the Investigating Committee of Free Jurists, of which 
Dr. Theo Friedenau is Chairman, with the assistance 
of the Gennan Federal Government and Dr. Ernst 
Reuter, the Lord Mayor of Berlin. 

Taking stock of various branches of Law which 
are mainly concerned with what are described in our 
Constitution as Fundamental Rights and Penal Law, 
the Congress will also consider the state of law in 
various countries, with particular reference to Iron 
Curtain countries, and try to test them on the touch­
stone of Fundamental Human Rights and · Freedoms. 

NEW SECRETARY OF I.C.C.F. 
fr. Ka. Naa. Subramaniam, the well-known Tamil 

writer, has been co-opted as a member of the Execu­
tive of the Indian Committee for Cultural Freedom 
and nominated as one of the Secretaries of the 
Committee. 



Re~iew 
Books: 

Revolution ~n China , 
by Robert Guillain - Hind Kitabs Ltd. As. 8/­

Brain Washing in Red China 
by Edward Hunter- Vanguard Press. Rs. 3/-

IT is fas~?:nable Iiow . in India to_ be pro-Chi.nese. 
. From Prime Minister Nehru to our bookbmder 
N amaimini,' :·_everyone seems to expect it. China is 
A;iati~. ··s~ i~dia sho~ld be on its side. We are now 
told that histo;ically 'India and · China ·have alw~ys 
stood together . . I do not seem to have heard this bit 
of history.·'~n rJ;ly scli6bl-going . days. Beca~~e of Red 
China, quite a few s'ci~ntists and politiciiuis seein · to 
assume undu~ · iri:IJ?o~;m<2~ .and get a lot ·'of_ p~blidty. 
One name is. ~c~nstantl{in the papers arid referred to 
as the "eminent Gandhian", by persons whom I ·for 
one would not have suspected of admiring Gandhi 
or Gandhism. Mrs. Pandit is reported as saying one 
thing for the Americans, and one for the Indians, and 
thirdly contradicting anonymous and semi-anonymous 
statements. 

The overall picture of the present publicity and 
propaganda· about China suggest that everything is 
not all right in that State. Something is rotten in the 
state of China and it is being whitewashed over and 
over with coats and coats of pleasing paint. Germ 
warfare hysteria complicates the picture. One would 
like to know what has happened in China and what 
is happening and what is likely to happen? For the 
earnest student of New China, I can recommend 
these two books under review. 

Revolution in China is a series of flve articles by 
Robert Guillain, the distinguished French publicist, 
strung together into a book. The book suffers a little 
from the fact that they were written originally for 
newspaper publication. This fact does not, however, 
vitiate the objectivity of the book nor does it detract 
from the value of the observations made. Guillain 
knows his East rather well. He was present in Shan­
ghai when it was occupied by communist troops and 
he was blocked in communist China for over four 
months. 

"The idea still survives", says Guillain, "that the 
Chinese communists are not true communists", and 
adds that in view of the observations made on the 
spot this view cannot stand serious scrutiny. "The 
way it destroys and pulverizes its enemies" is reminis­
cent of Moscow methods. Guillain offers in the book 
e\·idence "of the inhuman moral bas is on which it 

intends to rest its power, on . tJ,_r;sa~e and perhaps a 
greater sc~le than its Soviet. II.lOdel . ,Public confes­
sions and executions are narratJJWvith all ·the simpli-

. . i 'et-fyt; • ,. "' I "! , 

city of a personal observer., .·.Guilla,in describes ill 
detail "a monster round-up ~t<count~r-rttvolutionarie5, 

J .( ! .... \ ; 

the bigge~t so far." From Chinese papers .thems.elves 
figures of liquidation are made up. 0Jie could not 
~ag~ee with Guill~iri w9;~~,1~ con~Y,a~~ that the 
present t~rn:>r is a p<>licy of -suppressio,n _ d~cid~9 ~m 
in ·cold blood "with · the intention _,.~ysferna,tic.ally 
to destroy certain s?ci.al1~ategories c~:p:s~<6~red to be 
unassimilapl~"· The p~op!i~ust participate ~~tively 
in the suppression- refusal . o~particip~te becomes a 

' ' 1.. 7 J • • • . 

crime . . The, people at;e · fl}Y.i~<;l to spy .a~fl. denoun~e. 
"Denunciation is not ollly~a right but ~·sacred duty", 

• ' • • •• #. U '; "'s: iH Vl. ( 

the people are educat~lit?.:>i9,~8eve. ;,C~ina J?ight 
become a great military .power: . It is on the way to 
becoming an offensive power." · 

Brain Washing in Red China is reportage of another 
kind. Eor rea~ipg this book, one will need a strong 
stomacli'. Jt~too speaks of realities-more personal and 
more psychological reality. Guillain's account of 
public executions and spyings was gruesome enough, 
but those in Brain Washing .are more intimate details 
of how the minds of men of New China are condi­
tioned by psychological · methods hitherto used only 
in curing the insane. There is a ring of truth in the 
whole tale which Hunter tells. At every stage 
the reader sits up and thinks that this is what evi­
dently has been happening in Soviet Russia in the 
past decade; only, these things are happening with a 
lot more of thoroughness and Chinese · cynicism in 
China. George Orwell's '1984' was fictitious- mostly 
drawn from the imagination. In the same way as 
Jules Verne's romantic fiction became reality in the 
course of a century, Orwell's fiction seems to have 
become reality in a decade. Passage after passage in 
Hunter's book reminds the reader of Orwell's master­
piece. Edward Hunter has brought to the telling of 
these incidents a consummate artistry and sincerity 
that are convincing. Hunter adds nothing imaginative 
to his pictures; he only presents objectively the bare 
facts of a few personal existences in Red China. 

The sub-title of the book explains the word Brain 
Washing-"the calculated destruction of men's minds". 
This process of destruction is scientifically studied 
and undertaken by men trained specially for this 
task. Hunter narrates incident after incident, mostly 
in the words of a few persons who were the helpless 
subjects of the terrible Brain Washing that is going 
on now in China- the China to which our cultura l 
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and other del~ations go and come back pleased with 
themselves ana With what they saw. Brain Washing .. 
in Red China gives .you a picture of what these dele­
gates do not see -:- ~ .ti:u.e picture of the Chinese back­
sta~e today. In l1~4'[~ying but fascinating detail the 
methods by which ~lli~ communists try to pulverise 
and 'prevent men'$ mind~ ; to the party's needs. 

Short of quoting the whole book, I feel I cannot do 
. I , 

justice to it. No page"of it iS dull It rises often to 
literary heights - as i(/' e pages on the Malayan 
scene. The whole thliig is -very absorbing and very 
disturbing - somewhat·· like ~ the nineteenth century 
Russian masterpieces. · t . 

I shall not instance more.~ than one story- the story 
of Chi, a student ideallsti2'-·and intensely patriotic is 
typical. As a student 'u{ -Teking he had expressed 
"dangerous thoughts", ;aiSed the question of the moti­
vation and the righ~~ss'-of :Moscow. He was sent to 

. ,... -, ' --
the North China PeOple's Revolutionary University to 

Films: 

THE great number of fore~gn films now, congregated 
in Bombay is enough to turn ·the heads and spoil 

the eyesight of all Cinema-goers. This critic is not 
made of the stuff that can stand two pictures a day; 
consequently the number of films which I am in a 
position to discuss is very limited; but among these 
few films the one that made the sharpest impression 
on me was the Japanese film "Yukiwarisoo". 

I will tell you the story before saying anything 
about the picture. Since there are no English cap­
tions it must, at times, have been somewhat obscure 
to most of the audience. A left-ovet smattering of 
Japanese enabled me to follow it. 

A happy young wife is preparing for the return of 
her husband, who has been away on a business trip. 
The bell rings - it must be him - but it turns out to 
be a small boy, who says this is his father's home, and 
his mother has sent him here to live. He brings a 
letter from her begging that since ·she cannot provide 
for him the child might · be brought up here, for the 
man is his father. 

It is easy to understand the wife's feelings when 
she is thus forced to take in this living proof of her 
husband's infidelity. The husband's return is post­
poned. The wife, bitterly as she has resented the 
child, finds herself becoming fond of him; and in the 
days when they are alone, waiting for the husband, 
a deep attachment grows up between the child and 
the woman. \ i\Then the husband returns, however, the 

10 

have his brain washed clean of all such pre-Mao Tse­
tung cobwebs. An intimate picture of the life of the 
student destined for brain washing emerges under 
Hunter's skilled hands. The moving narrative is 
highlighted by the account of how the students being 
taught to be correct communists witnessed the strip­
ping and tearing to pieces of a woman whose crime 
was that she had had a husband who had been a 
landlord. 

As one authority has voiced it : "If every }h!n}<ing· 
person in the free world can read. this book, no one 
could any longer cling to the illusion that we can 
contain communism by good works, . econO.'~iC. . pro­
gress, and the establishment of a ~ore '·jus,t'.'~s'ocial 
order on our side of the Irori Curtain." _~ ' · . 

1 

• ' - i .\-} ~ ~ 
Ka. N aa. Subramaniam 

(Brainwashing in Red China iS bbtd~htEze :· from 
• ~ f .f.' 'J . ' 

MesS?·s. Thacker &Co.,.Bombq.y.7 and. .tli!;.P1fife'of _the 
Indian Committee for Ctiltural ;Freedbm,Y..~, 1. .. · . . . ~ ' ~ . 

wife's anger once more breaks out. ·.·' · 
The little boy, sensing that all this trouble is on his 

account, tries to solve it by running away ·himself. 
The chase after the child and the snatching him from 
almost under the wheels of the suburban train is 
dramatic, but real and credible. As the three of them 
lie fallen on the bank after hurling themselves out of 
the train's way, the boy weeps for the first time. And 
a new, deep understanding of life and all humanity 
comes to the woman; as she decides that from now 
on his son shall also be hers. 

Told badly, the story is simple, even ordinary. 
What makes it so infinitely moving is the restraint, 
the subtlety, and the exquisite good taste in its telling. 
It holds your attention from the first moment. 

It is a proof of the Japanese virtue of restraint that, 
in a story which depends for effect entirely on the 
emotional conflicts of the characters, there is not one 
"scene" - neither a passionate love scene nor an angry 
quarrel. Again, for a film that does not have a great 
deal of activity or shifting scenery, (for most of the 
action takes place in one small suburban house) there 
is surprisingly little speech. You would think that 
the director would seek to create all his effects by 
speech. 

Not at all- speech is vulgar; and it is res tricted 
to the minimum. It is the angle of the camera, the 
shadows, the lightest movemen ts of the actors whiclt 
are made to tell the story. L.F. 



With Many Voices 
'The deep 

Moans round with many voices. Come, my friends, 
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world.' 

A fampJ..IS · .. English 17th-century divine, s~eing a 
man o~ ~i~, y;,ay to be hanged, said fervently: "There, 
b':lt . for Jh~ r gr,ace pf. God, go I'' . . Any Comm}lnist 
CPQ.tem~l~ting ·; the ·fall of · Ana Pauker must be 
t~~p~ed' f~ 'mpr~l.u:: ,'"f~er~, at any moment, by some 
wl-Wn, ?.f Stf1lin, may g9 1". 

L. 

. l • 

-W. N. EwER, 
Diplomatic Correspondent of 

the Daily Herald, London . 

The yoverpnient, of Pa~istari has permitted women 
in the Ce'ntr~'I ~upepo~ Services to mari:y or''rgma.ITy. 
So far,' th~ niles iiid down 'that won\e'D. members of 
the Centihl Superior S~hices had to resign if they 
married or remarried. 

-Times of India, 20th June, 1952. 

The well known U.S . . novelist, John Steinbeck, was 
asked here by the Italian Communist newspaper 
L'Unita on how he, as a Liberal, felt about what 
L'Unita called "American germ warfare" in Korea. 
He replied: "The only germs the U.N. are dropping 
in Korea are little pamphlets. These papers contain 
the most dangerous and communicable germs in the 
world-the truth. This is the germ that Russia fears 
more than any single thing." 

-Hindustan Times, 2nd July, 1952. 

The Senate Judiciary Committee said yesterday 
that Owen Lattimore has been an "articulate instru­
ment of Soviet conspiracy" and has testified "untruth­
fully" before its sub-committee five times . . . . . . 
The Justice Department, although it has not yet 
received a copy of the report, said it would be given 
"prompt consideration". 

-Free Press Bulletin, 3rd July, 1952. 
[This was two days after the July issue of Freedom 
First had warned against the dangerous possibility of 
Lattimore being invited to lecture at Delhi University] 

Shri Pyarelal writes : 
"The method of fasting has more often been 

abused than rightly used since Gandhiji. To a certain 
extent, it was so even during his lifetime. Shri J ai 
Prakash's fast is an instance of its right use in its 
pmest form. It is directed against nobocl y. h is 
essential! y fo r self-correction . . . . 

-Tennyson. 
1 

At a time when chaos · and confusion is . overtaking 
the thinking of everi thbse >who claim to follow 
Gandhiji, it is good to see a person like Jai Prakash 
setting an example in the .practice in dts1 purest form 
of a method that is essennidly identifiedr:with ·Gan• 
dhiji's philosophy of Satyagraha. 

-lfindustan Times, 9th July, 1992. 
· · ·rl.-t.. :. 

. The Chief Justice of.J3drflBily, Mr. · :~\.fCO i C. Chagla, 
denounced ~n 'Sunday . a.' i-~~orted Goverri~ent direc:­
tive to professors · and lectii:H~ts ~in Govem~!f~t colleg~~· 
that they shoUld expre~s h~Hop4liOif iri' ptr}ilic on. the 
topic of the medium 6Fiiiffi:&ction iri

1 

Bbriibay Uqf-
·r t . 

versity: · ' · · . · , ', 

While sincerely hoping. th~t the report was not true: 
. . • .~" ·~·J.CJ ' ,· "(l ., ' 

Mr. Chagla · who is a foirliet Vice-Chi'mcelloi of 
r ,. ' . - .. ,. 1" ' : i:lf-!_: 

Bo~bay University, ~aid: '"Hq).v cari . ~~.· expe?~ , to 
think in terms of academic .freedom in this country, 

. . ., , ,.,,. I ' 

if academidaris are not ' aiiowed to express tn~ir 
opinion· on the most import~Ht ·sbbject which concerns 
them and the educational. world?" 

-Tiriies'ot India, 30th June, 1952. 

Peking, June 8- Stalin Prizes were awarded yes­
terday to Chinese writers Ting Ling, author of the 
novel 'The Sun Shines on the Sangkan River' and 
Chou Li-po, author of the novel 'Storm'. The presen­
tations were made by the Soviet Embassy on behalf 
of the Stalin Prize Committee . . . . Presiding over 
the meeting, Chou-Yang, Vice-Chairman of the All 
China Fed~ration of Literary and Art Circles, stated 
that the winning of the Stalin Prizes by these works 
is the highest honor for Chinese literary and art 
circles . ... 

In reply, prize winner Ting Ling said: "We think 
of our works being discussed at the Council of Minis­
ters of the U.S.S.R., of Comrade Stalin's knowing us. 
When we think of such-things, our elation and excite'-
ment are beyond description. · ·' ' 

-New China News Agency Broadcast in E:nglish 
morse to Europe & North America, 

June 8 & 9, 1952. 

A plea for a brick-and-mortar theatre worthy of 
Bombay, for the use of amateurs and professionals 
alike, was made by Mr. M. R. Masani, Chairman of 

I I 



the Indian ~tioh~ Th'ea~~<(riJ,b_~}'{~res~ding at 1ts: 
Annual . General · Meeting. · Mr. Masani appealed . to 
the Government to ex~mpt bon~-fid~ amateur theatre 
groups in the State from entertainment tax. 

- ihd~stan Times, 16th June, 1952. 
. \l} . . . ·' ... ;;:J·--.-

A deputation on beliijf of the Delhi Natya Sangh, 
led ·by ·Mrs~ Kamlade'i·.£hattdpadhyaya, ·met Mr. 
Brahm Perkash, Chief"«Minister, ·, Delhi, · yesterday, 
and . !_Ji"ged upon hiffiL: :lpe':'· necessity of . 'legislation 
exempting entertaimrterit-~jlX hom all· amateur drama­
tic performances in the ' Si:~t~p"J ; i :· :U · -

-Hinau~tansT.imes/3!d ·July, 1952. 
( • • .; \ - ' ~ ~ • • 'T 

With the excepti~d Qf:Q'bf]~-h~,dfw, out.of appro­
xifi\at~ly a thousl\nd . o~ · .. ..... · s• -__ taf{ :e~ o ··~8hOM"! all 
-41-m~ · ·' · · • •. ~""t ~ ~ :.1 W';J'"L Jl. :a:J ~fl.-"' '-- t. 

tl}~ ·: tl~ibits · see)ll :tq · · W;1 ~~JW'Ad :-mr;n~i~~q~ 
~.e.~eral . paintirigs from ;· · ss.ia .. ~-n' lu.;J. ; ·,.. ii:.=.the n-JGold_ 
,,_.,_ . t..·.. .JO~ m..~ e-~~Q :1 \J"'«;i '.Y· . 

M:_6dal winning piece · ,_W,d1JI:l<l9R~f:M.~rl?.e~~pj. ~W,.e 
shadow of a· doubt, :l;l9-~g1PI1Ir~ffig'f£~::;wPf~S~o_pp, 
of pure juvenile outlook. What ~ .more_ ·ast~tin~_g,Js 

~~ ,higl;l_est ~~ard, t4e:fi~~!f~~~!g~~Ji&~H<;>uld 
have been_ g~ven to a~1~~It :~9tclt1~-,>_?DP,.B.~~l}! b~ a 
p~rson who hils alrel:\d~-:.acquj,red Q,JF,-,sW!}· ~~d: sqp­
histication. tliroug4 ~iq~mi.'Ai;ia,Ikh~~c.~' ~d. ~~~eby 
has -ceiJ.Sed to have-a.:cWJ.d'-8: :~to.'p , ~ -JR'a,~~· ~~Y the 

> ~ , , _(::.t.!) - J',}[{ G-t'H' -~·<>·-' -\/:- ~--·• · ... 
winner is Marina V ~~~~ !1· --~.q-:)7 ¥.;9~ . Russian 
girL -Review .df1~g,~~f~~,~Si~o~ 1~f Child Arts. 

. .- . . -Times.oJinaia, 20th July 1952. 
[Why "incidentally?"] · '.J "'- H : ' -

The Chinese philosopher-.noveli~t.:~ Lin Yutang has 
invented a normal size typewriter, which ·types 90,000 
Chinese character~ at 5p cJ;laract~r~ J~. ~inute. The 
novelist, . who· liv~s · in refu.,~~~n~ at;Caruws, has 
refused his invention-ta. the Chin,ese,Govemment until 
it pays American patent ~ights. ' · . ' 

. · ~Times of India; 19th July 1952 

Carl Gerhard, a cabaret star in Stockholm, brought 
down the house at a performance last night when he 
said: "The most welcome woman tourist to visit 
Sweden would be Stalin's widow." 

-Free Press BuU.etin, 2nd July, 1952. 

-A:itTISTS' AlD.. FUND 

THE Artists' Aid Fund was started in May 1948 by 
the wellknown Leyden family who• pooled their 

creative. efforts to give an Exhibition of painting and 
sculpture, the sale proceeds of which was constituted 
into a fund for giving fin ancial assistance to needy 
artists. Out of this nucleus has now grown the 
Artists' Aid Fund. It fulfills one of the long felt-needs 
in the art life of Bombay. 

-

Th.e . Artists' · Aid:. Fimd;··_.as it is now constituted, is 
a ~elfhelp body~ Its am;s and objects are to give 
studio facilities to needy artists at a nominal hire, to 
provide a sale centre for the works of painters and 
sculptors and to act as a meeting place for artists in 
Bombay where they may discuss new ideas. A 
number of people have contril:mted_ beautifvl art 
books which are not ea_sily av,aill!Dle ih tlif~lJCburttry 
to form a well-sto¢ked ' libr~y.' The Fun?· Wtll 'be 
financed from membership ' _ fe~s ~illch•ilke'; v'ery 
nominal, Rs. 12 for outsiders and Rs: 6 fOr hlelfn1J'ers of 
the Bomb~y Art SoCiety,· fiorh~enty·' --p"'~r &Mt':>6fithe 

• . •. . • - •-:'> 1. . . 
sales of artists' work at the cen&e;:and ftom(vo1uhbrry 
donations. If, as is ·hope<}, . ~o hundred members 
join, the «erire __ cati. b~ · ll s.~if-~upporting one;.~ 
· Artists in· ·Bdmb'ay' have responded very gep.erously 
to this Fund and thos,e 'Y~o~q1-Jl~ , ~f.Wr~jy~tpglJ>tin 
?ash have given th~ir ai~ ,ip· ~in~·rrrM M.tj~~%tfOr;t~ 
l~e these, wl:J.e,I7 , th~ ;;~~phasis rjs,- _o~ , ;~~}f~ti~'l; i~~J 
swead- tpe spirjt - of- COcOpeJ.:-atixe .. an~ r~WR,El{atiq 
endeavour in the country. ul<f ~;~1}'1, · 

THE GREE~ ·.DEAN 
•• 11,_ 

"I spy with : myulittle eye . 
Something that starts with G, . 

And my . proof confirms G stands for . germs," 
Says the Dean, · "as all can see. 

"No proof I lack of spiders black, 
Mosquitoes and rats in the snow, 

All kinds of thing with noxious stings, 
As my documents will show." 

"But why try a rat or a fly 
For 1>a9te~iologic~l war?" . . 

His hearers ask, ''when for this task' 
A boii}b could do much more? 

"Mosquitoes, mice, ·rats; flies ·on ice 
We· must presume are dead; 

Might not disease among Chinese 
By China's flies be spread?" 

"Bugs, iice and fleas the free Chinese 
Hay€! purged," the Dean replies-

"These insect swarms in lethal forms 
Germs-planes have dropped from the skies. 

"A bible oath I would be loath 
To question or to_ doubt­

God-fearing men around Mukden 
Have searched these carriers out." 

His hearers all for a mission call 
By a supra-national team 

But this request in vain is pressed 
On Peking's Red regime. 

The Chinese know they cannot show 
vVhat never was there to be seen­

It may be said that the Dean is Hed , 
But what makes th e Red Dean green? 

S ACITTAHIUS 

( In the New Statesman ancl Nati0n ) 
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