hree associa-

irty ‘of India and
al contradlctlons which
e its inception. Torn
et fatherland and the

eaceful intentions pro-
is still groping its way
her condemn the execu-

'Ll}t; the latter would be a blatant
mritsar thesis and consequent loss
 the top bosses, Ghosh and Gopalan,
y in Moscow undergomg political treatment,
as left to the remaining six mem
. man Secrefariat to decide on th
,‘,.E(iﬂovged until the ﬁnal lme COIE
the return “of i
tions about ‘the (purse to be adopwtx =
. For the first twelve days the party was in a state of
- egmﬁgd animation. - Bhupesh Gupta, contacted
of the execution, refused to com-
'reports ‘about dlﬂ?erenCes in'the
unist Jeader was available for com-
because of, strong reactions from
ountry. Ultlmately on June 29,
the party, Dange and P. C. Joshi,
th eéir views which only proved
er’ the issue. ‘Dange, 'when
as reported 'to have con-
rs of 'the Secretariat before
iew. Expressmg his' own
siview to'the Times of
een ‘better if the exe-
| his three associates had been
3 ked in a’ somewhat' non-
can-also be' an opinion ‘that
solutely necessary at this
hoWever ‘was necessary.” He
: ot shot for political or
ide ie ,fthus trymg to save the liberal face
‘of the communist movement. He even gave a tip to
thos - who feel dxsturbed _about these executions”:

Express your dlssatlsfactlon by all _means, but do not
allow the dle-hard reactlonarles to uti hse thls oecasmn

]osh1 ‘came out qn: New Age
an im hmt and ‘somewhat apololg]eﬁc approval of .the
exécutions, ~ Interestingly enoug

not made by the ]oumal edltonally, but over the sig-
nature 'of' P. ‘C. Joshi in ‘the 'column ‘“Notes of the
Week.. Thus _the personal-reactions-line was con-
tinued, whxle collectlve leadership” of the party. was
silent. - Instead of" giving ‘an: outright support ito.the
execution, ]osh1 confine

ticians: who “did not keep their head in the latest
round of the internationally. orgamsed anti-communist
campaign over the trial and execution of Nagy and
his accomplices in Hungary.” . To justify his conten-
tion he
Hungarian Government with the arrest of Sheikh
Abdu llah by the Indian Government: “What Sheikh
Abdullah and his . accomplices are charged with
hcwmg done in Kashmlr was not even-a pale shadow

=gnd 7his,, accomplices really difR®
ent:.when i
: ﬂbdul]ahis_sy‘gg‘”’ o
vhien the imperiaifSts Taise a
h owl over the Nagy affair? He was also furious at
the_Prime Minister because the latter expressed his
“distress” over the executions but “was not dxstlessed
over:de-Gaulle’s rape of democracy in France”. -He
even expizssed his apprehension that “with the US
aid: and loans mounting up he (Nehru) is likely to
slip more easily than ever from the positions he has
so far held firmly.” P. C. Joshi’s statement thus hinted
a shift in the CPI’s stand with regard to Kashmir and
Sheikh Abdullah as well as its assessment of Nehru’s
role vis-a-vis the Western powers. It suggests that
CPI might switch over to its pre-1955 stand that
Nehru’s policies' are bemg mﬂuenced by the “Anglo—
Amencan imperialist bloc.”

Joshi was silent on Nagy’s role and the wisdom of
the execution of Nagy in the June 29 issue of New
Age. On July 2, appeared Kadar’s speech saying that
Nagy violate the oath towards the Hungarian consti-
tutlon Taking a ‘clue from Kadar’s-speech Joshi, in

the July 6 issue of New Age, came out with more open
support for the execution and accused Nagy with

treachery to. the Hungarian Constitution” and brand-
ed him a “traitor”.

In the July 13 issue of New Age, ]osh1 made him-
self bold enough to glve his whole-hearted support

5 30, 1958) with

this’ comment ‘was

his remarks to the denun-
ciation of “imperialist statesmen and their- scribes” in -
India and an attack on the Indian press ‘and poli-

ikened the execution of Imre Nagy by the .
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to the execubon. : ; I
wrote, “has exercised its sovereign right and ‘done
own duty by its own people, as it thinks best, by t

a great need for fraternal discussion.”

In the same issue, the New Age came out with an
editorial on the front page attacking wildly the Indian

ress and non-communist leaders for their “strange
isgusting chorus™ in raising a “big noise over the
<%ecutipn of Nagy and his fellow conspirators ‘under
the law of the land of the Hungarian People’s Repu-

‘blic.” Itetoo admitted the existence of the rift in the

party: “Honest difference .of opinion—and, there does
. exist -such :difference—is  understandable - over ..the
_ ®xecutions in Hungary......When honest and well-
meaning people express their disapproval of the appli-
_cation of capital punishment, we can understand tﬁat.”
This rift in the CPI was reflected in other party
journals also. For example Yugantar (July 6,.1958),
. Marathi Weekly of the CPI, commenting on the exe-
" cutions said : “Though Imre Nagy deserved punish-
ment for his betrayal of the cause of the working
class, still it is doubtful how far the execution, and
that too after secret trial, was necessary-and justified
in the present circumstances.’ ‘Today" there is no civil
war in Hungary, there is no threat of foreign inter-
vention and the counter-revolutionaries have been
routed...... In such circumstances it would have
been better if the secret trial and the death sentence
could have been avoided.” ; :
The result of all this was sharp differences of opinion
and unmistakable signs of confusion and dismay with-
in the party. The Kerala Communist Party was placed
"2 mnst embarrassin nosition. It was the party in
NG he Contn axh iwiﬁy;‘!,;h;<~=gfi:uﬂcifefOLis7 in pro-

Wrea asr WU Olalc .

claiming its faith in the peaceful parliamentary-Foad.

The need to be respectable was therefore stronger
in Kerala than elsewhere and naturally the executions
came as a rude shock to the Kerala communists. Nam-
‘boodiripad declined to comment, but the Kerala Party,
it was reported, urged the Central Eexcut,”7e to con-
demn the executions. The party’s dilemma was high-
lighted by the fact that its precarious majority in the
Kerala Assembly is dependent on the support of four
independents, two out of whom are included in Keralg
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~ with “A to Z” of communist philosophy as wa
; - ed by V. R. Krishna Iyer, the Law Minister

ing persons considered guilty of treason”. He also ad-
- mitted that “there is room for honest-differences and -

‘nant event which must have made many like m

‘resurrection of Fascist methods even to serve

‘Cabinet. These might not certainly be in ag

‘of the two independent members i the Cah
Kirishpa .Iyer described the execution as a-“g
drama” and said: “It haunts one as a harsh and poig

a constitutional aversion for execution, unhapp
These were, however, general rumblings:
were also individual cases of voicing protest 0
indignation among the rank and file. Santosh Chatter:
jee;/a'CPI member; in a letter published in:Statesn
(July 6, 1958) wrote: “As a communist, I fa
any justification for these executions and maay:
in the Communist Party share my view though'
hesitant about expressing them.” - Another such
le was that of Karadkar, a Maharashtrian CPI
er of long standing, who spoke at a meeting in
organised by the Praja Socialist Party and ¢
condemned the execution. A few felloy
also were impelled ‘to register their. disag
the: execution. Danijel Latifi, Secreta
Democratic ' Lawyers” “Association a.?'
Fron't?,, L. M. Zaveri and Ganesh Shanbag {:
travellers) in a letter published in Blitz, dated lu
1958, wrote: “the manner of Nagy’s trial and e
shocks the conscience. . ... ...The days of sec
are over.. World' conscience will .not tolera

cause.”  Later, there was a directive issued by
the party to its rank and file not to express publicly
their opinions on this issue until after the meeting 2{' :
the Central Executive. ~ ST
In retrospect it can be said that the execution of -
Nagy and his associates has had an impact on the -
public mind more powerful than even the Hungarian,~
uprising -had. It could have been still greater apd/
more lasting but for the mnfortunzte intervention Qf
the Western powars.in Lebanon and Jordan which kas
helped the communists, to a great extent, to savgtlgenj
face at least for the time being by loudly championing
the cause of “Arab nationalism and independence.
The execution has had a beneficial effect on non-com-. .
munist parties like PSP in so far as it brou ’
awareness to them of the limitations and
tencies ‘inherent in their cooperation. with
munists in various united fronts. It has
some extent, to restore to them their igieolq
pective with regard to the real issues that
in the present world politics. The parties,
which are much ton deeply involved with
in united fronts are now learning an
consistency and beginning to assert their
and character more boldly and uncompromi
must be said to the credit of the PSP tha
leading part in educating and rallying pub.
against this treacherous murder and has p
strong and firm enough not to compromis
communists on issues of principles and fund
faith in democratic precepts. In Bombay city,
the PSP is the major party in the Samyukta Mana
rashtra Samiti, 2 united front of all opposition parties
and groups, the PSP was made the but end of a deli-
(Continued on page 4) 3
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sible manner when he allowed his (,overnment to
demand the replacement of the correspondent of three
reputed newspapers of the country on the ground
that he was on the payroll of ‘a foreign embassy and.
was deliberately. carrying on propaganda against the
Ministry and the party in power.' ' The charge was

M. ‘ttet For lnvestlgatl' n

mang for proof and action against the embassy con- '
cerned if it was proved to be true: In-the end, Mr::
Mahtab ¥ad himself to admit that there was no basis
for the charge #hd the letters that were written to
the newspapers were withdrawn. The matter should
not be, however, allowed to rest there. There should

'be an - investigation to find out how .such..a..grave

charge came to be made and who was responsible for
making the charge and writing the letters to the news-
papers. This is not a light matter which can’ be dis-
posed, off by merely withdrawing the letters. This
is a fit case for an apology to the correspondent and
the newspapers and severe punishment to the person,
or persons who were responsible for the affair. ;

One may legitimately ask if. the purpose of. the
whole affair was to . influence the press. The
leader of ‘the Opposition, ‘Mr. R. N.:Singh Deo, has
made that charge against the Government. ‘In the
course of a statement to the press he wrote: “The
real motive underlying this unusual act of the Govern-
ment of Orissa seems to be to remove the correspond--
ent from the State on the eve of the crucial Assembly
session in August, to stifle the press, so that the state.
of affairs in Orissa is not correctly reported. This is
high-handed administrative blackmail to keep cor-
respondents of agencies and national newspapers
under surveillance and make them black out the
Opposition point of view as well as the defects and
shortcomings of the party in power and its madness
from public knowledge.”

These are strong words. But unless the Chief
Minister gives a better explanation of hov- such an
‘unfounded charge came to be levelled and takes
action against.those who may be guilty, the people
will be left with the impression that it was an unlaw-
ful and clumsy attempt to coerce the press. It is in
his own interest and in the interest of his Ministry
that the Chief Minister should clear up the affalr as
early as possible.

| C C. F. NEWS

The Committee organized a reception on July 16
in honour of two young Bombay artists, Mr. V. S.

Gaitonde and Mr. R. D. Sawant, who won prizes in

the Young Asian Artists Exhibition which was held
in Tokyo in October last year. The reception was
attended by a large number of artists and art critics.
The wellknown art critic of Bombay Mr. Leyden pre-
sided over the function. Mr. Karnik welcomed the
S guests and Mr. Gaitonde made a suitable reply on his
®own behalf as well as on behalf of Mr. Sawant.
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R Harekrushna ’Vlahtab Chlef : f\flmlster fof wrle
Orissz; behaved in an unbecoming and m'espon- e

. emonstration against *h
?serwus that there was an outcry in the country and | also i a rganlslng 2 blg; ponstopon agalust P he
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tgon'm the Sarm ed by the Communist Party s
cause it decided to support a resolution condemning
the execution of Nagy and his associates moved ‘by
the Congress Party in the Bombay Municipal Co:
ration,” But inspite of this vicious campaign the
stood firm not only in . porting the resolutior

, g t» & dlscomﬁ f the communists. - This
experience ' ‘ma encoura e the party to come o

openly with a firm and consistent stand on fundamé i
tal issues and clear the confusion widespread
rank and file caused by Vergent and oft ‘
dlctory' pol1c1es in d1 erent Sta
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many others, including, of course, the communists,
who are utilising the action for their propaganda
against Western nations. However undesirable the
military irtervention may be, one should not lose one’s
sense o1 perspective and allow anger or pain to get
the better of one’s judgment. S

There is no similarity between the present action

and what happened in the case of Suez. The Suez -

action was an unprovoked act of war against Egypt.
British' and French troops carried on at that time war
;Perations against Egypt.. There were pitched battles

nd - a gvast destruction of property and many were
killed and wounded. The present landing . of troops
in Lebantn and Jordan is'notieven aggression. Ameri=
can and British &oops are in the two countries on the
invitation of the two Governments however tenuous
or unsound their-authority' may be. Moreover it is
-merely.a.holding action and. the Americans as well as
the British are ready to withdraw their troops as soon
as the United Nations takes over the responsibi-

lity ‘of safeguarding the independence and the inte-.

grity of the two nations. The action is- therefore
qualitatively of a different character and tHat qualita-
tive difference must never be lost sight of in any dis-
cussion of the wisdom or otherwise of the step.

- There can be, of course, no analogy between this
action and what Soviet Russia did in Hungary in 1956
and what she is overtly doing as a regular practice in
many other East European countries.  Russia is out to
expand her totalitarian empire; while the essential
objective of the American and British action is to
prevent small nations falling a prey to the machina-
tions of Soviet agents. It is a pity that the action
that was taken will not, as a long-term measure,
serve the purpose that was in view.

West Asia is a strategically important area both
because of its oil resources and because of its geo-
graphical position. No friend of freedom and demo-
cracy would like international communism to get a
grip over that area which is so vital to the free world.
But befriending feudal monarchs and rushing troops
to bolster up their regimes is not the way of saving
the region from cemmunist infiltration. Lord Attlee
has given a significant warning. He warned Great

~Britain'as well as the United States: “Wherever you

step in from outside and try and support rulers, you
merely foment nationalist and anti-colonial move-
ments.” The policy that the United States and Great
Britain have been pursuing of working through and
with discredited monarchs and their henchmen and
stooges has alienated them from all other groups and
whenever either stepped in to support the established
Government there has been a resurgence of the
nationalist sentiment and movement. The result on
this occasion is not going to be any different.

Nationalism is a growing force in the countries of
West Asia. It cannot be suppressed. Any attempt to
suppress it will make it al{) the more powerful and
deepseated. The Western nations must evolve a new
relatiopship with the forces of nationalism in each
Arabian country. One can understand their anxiety
about oil. One can sympathise with their desire to

 secure its regular and unirterrupted flow. But they
must realise that times have changed and that they
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11 cannot 'get; the oil that they in¢ed so badly on iternis

.

and conditions which were laid down a hundred, fifty
or even ten years back. The prosperity which o.l

“brings to the region must filter down to the people.

It should not be allowed to be swallowed by the

feudal princes and their retinues. New social relation-

ships and institutions can alone guaran.ee that. It

should not be beyond the statesmanship of Western
nations to co-operate with the nationalist forces and
help the evolution of those new relationships and ins-
titutions: This-will-open up a vast field forf‘;mu'tﬁg“-i%:
help and co-operation ‘and will enable nationalism to

develop along constructive lines. v i cai 8
<'Far: from following  that: wise:iand : statesmanli
course, Great-Britain and the United ‘States have be
following ‘aselfish ‘and shortsighted . [othing
could have exposed more cledrly the utter hankruptcy

of that policy than. the:course of .the-cou

When' the coup took place nobody
Feisal except a few palace: guards.
developed nobody. stood :by. Er

except. a : person: like.. Nur-es /Sai
Asian countries: the . Army. is rthe onl;
counts and it is usually found range

Considered  from -any : point, . the  intervention' in
Lebanon: and-Jordan is impolitic as well as wrong in
principle.. It has weakened immensely the .moral
position of the Western nations.  The only silver lining
in the otherwise dark situation is the fact that neither
in Lebanon nor:in Jordan the troops have so far enga-

ed themselves in military operations and the likeli-
ﬁood is that in the end the two Governments will bow
to world public opinion and withdraw their forces.
Another hopeful factor is the criticism and opposition
that the intervention has evoked in both cou: tries. In
England the Labour Party opposed the move. In the
United States also there was criticism of the military
action. This can happen only in a democracy. A
democracy may commit mistakes, but it can also
correct them. A grave mistake has been committed
in Lebanon and Jordan. ' Public opinion will assert
itself and compel the two Governments
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i policy is
involvement

‘the' blocs.
50 far been ‘more cautious
e knows his leanings." ‘The
vith Soviet inter

of Sor elhi' correspond-
indu reports a general resentment against
American_action in_the. capital in’ official and non-
official ‘@ircles who ‘do 1ot hesitate to compare Ameri-
' in this case to Russian suppression of the
freedom fight! ‘When this suggestion was
made by a Labour Member of the British House of
Commogs, the Foreigd Secretary’ Selwin Lloyd'dryly
mentioned the “slight ‘difference” 'of 'the ' puppet
government in Hungary! The Washington Corres-
* pondent of the same paper reports the central feeling
. among the newsmen of the UNO that American action
was immoral! e s S S 0
It is all important that Indian opinion should' be
presented with the other side of the medal which
in this case is nearer the truth and should be weighed
in all serfousness in the light of the proclaimed Indian
policy of judging®all events on their merits. Today
it looks as though Tndia will take up the Soviet point
of view with a naivete that is truly disturbing.
The nerve of the situation lies in the fact of'indirect
aggression which the Soviets have- developed -into
a fine art. As President Eisenhower pointed out, this
art of subterranean subversion and infiltration is not
new but has been examplified since the end of: the
war in East European countries one by one. That
-is how Hungary was sovietised.: Rakosi, the Moscow
uppet, has described in grim detail how he and his
friends of the Communist Party of Hungary took over
their State through what.is known as salami tactics.
Czeckoslovakia was communised in an identical man-
ner under Soviet inspiration - and support through
“national” communists. The story of this Soviet art
_e2communising a State through coalition governments
in the first instance sailing under cover of national
seritiment (soon to be transformed into full commu-
nist governments by means of popular demonstrations
and capture of the police portfolio and so on) needs
to be presented to the Indian public in all its naked
truth and machiavellian cunning: It is:only such a
realisation of the “scientifically” developed art of sub-
version hoisting (Iago-like) innocent and ignorant

by M. %A.;;i;Venkaia; ;.I§a0: |

peoples with ‘their own petard of noble sentiments for
the uplift of the disinherited masses that can supply
a standard of judgment and generate resistance to the
incessant, strident propaganda of the Soviets «nd their
servarts; dupes and fellow travellers: S
''The ‘tangible i spectacle of the American Marines
landing in: Lebanon offers a formidable appearance
of  naked intervention “in-foreignStates:-which : bears - -
on its face the signature of aggression not to be ig-
nored:or explained away. : This is the triumph of the
unseen:hand of Soviet aggression and:infiltration funcs-
tioning: much beforehand in the same field:  Syria-and
Lebanon: héve been subjected to communist ‘aggres-
sive- tactics under: cover of helping their people to
throw off the influence of the imperialists from the
West.: The Soviet propagandist appears in :backward
countries from the time of: the Lieninist-Revolytion in
Russia «(1917) as the friend and liberator of Asian
and African peoples from the yoke of the West. Now
it is not necessary to deny tge-impen'alist character
of Western control or influence in these areas.. But
it would be suicidal to Eastern nations to accept the
help and guidance of the Soviets in their effort towards
national liberation. The liberation that the Soviet
have .in mind is not national liberation leading to
the independent, existence of national States in a world
of free nations, but “liberation” from their own na-
tional leaders! In the process of achieving such “libe-
ration” under Soviet auspices (albeit under the aegis
of their own nationals of the local communist party,)
the unfortunate people will find themselves saddled
by a.collection of puppets who, owing their power to
foreign nomination, find it impossible to function. as
free -national leaders and as a free government res-
ponsible to their own people. All the paraphernalia
of one-party rule—police or terror State, thought-con-
trol, secret police, Five Year Plans to subserve Rus-
sian economic imperialism, foreign policy echoing the
Kremlin, mass liquidation¥, collective farms forced
upon an unwilling and resisting peasantry, faked elec-
tions with a single official panel of candidates and so
on will appear in due time. The “peofple’s(demqbracyf’;
thus i'ésulxt)ing from subversion and foreign interven-
tion under. the rose will become a replica of the mind
and face of Bolshevism. Any diversion from the Krem-
lin line will bring the wrath of its ruthless
masters on the unfortunate country. The way that
Tito is being subjected to pressure tactics and all the
satellites are being dragooned to condemn him for
his independence of the Soviet camp, (even poor
Gomulka having had to express verbal approval of
the Soviet judicial murder of Nagy, Maleter and two
of their cofleagues in the Hungarian freedom fight,)
are clear evidence of the impossibility of any real
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~exercise of national independence by the Government
of nations thus subverted and suckeg within the armed
ring of Sovie. “internationalism.”
This was how Syria was penetrated by the commu-
nists bt President Nasser took advantage of the situa-

tion for the benefit of the Arab empire of which he"

is dreaming. It is fJom Syria that Jordan was about
to be overturned last year when the courage and re-
solution of young King Hussein saved the kingdom.:

Lebanon has been subjected to such subversive tac-
tics for sorfie time now. An artificial rebel movement
«Bas been created by Nasser -aided by the communist
underworld” in Lebanon. The country is half Mus-
"lim andshalf Christian but both sections are Arab by
race. The Muslien half naturally has fallen for Nasser
and his charm of Pan-Arabism. The Christians hesitate
‘about their fate under such a Pan-Arab empire under
a dictator like President Nasser. They will lose their

“’Efes‘é’nt‘ fifty-fifty share in"power and will" become a -

10peless minority. Islam in her history has not had
much to recommend itself to her Christian and other
non-Muslim subjects. Paper constitutions incorporat-
ing all human rights that decorate the USA and other
modern democracies will not assure them a decent
life under the new dispensation—they legitimately
fear. So the Christian element looks to the West for
the safeguarding of their present position as an inte-
gral part of the independent State of Lebanon.

The Cairo radio has been for months now inciting
the Lebanese to rebel, overthrow their legitimate
government and sweep the country into the arms of
President Nasser. The Soviets have been giving moral
and arms support on the sly to this penetration of the
UAR into Leganon. The Lebanese communist party
has naturally been the spear-head of this betrayal of
their legally-founded State. It may be that it is ex-
cusable and intelligible in view of Arab ambitions for
a united empire of their race but there is no gain-
saying the charge that it is treachery to the existing
State. Of course the oil interests of the Western
powers play a part in this explosive drama. But first
things must be put first. American action or inter-
veation today is a counter-intervention to ~heckmate

e earlier underground intervention and indirect ag-
gression of the UAR and Soviet Russia.

Now the question of morality. Morality is both a
matter of short term legality and long term conse-
quences apart from motives and intentions. In real-
politik, motives count for little, for with the best of
inténtions in the world, leaders in power may unwitt-
ingly do things that will inevitably destroy their na-
tion, its self-government and economic opportunity,
even resulting in an agonising enslavement of their
unfortunate people for long periods. Witness Cze-
choslovakia, Poland, Hungary and other satellites of
communist Russia.

From the standpoint of legality, the existing agree-
ment of the Western Powers, particularly the USA
and Great Britain from the days of the post-war man-
dates*m Syria and Lebanon pre-dating the UNO but
not contradictory to the Charter, binds the two West-
ern Powers to go to the assistance of Lebanon when
called upon to do so in an emergency threatening its

8

‘ was credted v
‘ambition of President N

- ing the matter before the Security Council and a

~world as a whole passing -ui

security. No one can deny that suc

e unfo te!

of Soviet diplomacy, b

Fugther, the Charter explicitl ises su -
tingencies in Article 51 and ‘approves of collective or
individual action of member nations ir anticipation
of UN sanction. The USA has lost no time in putt-

for its support and cooperation proiiising to with

as soon as effective UN measures are taken to sa
guard the integrity of Lebanon.. ;8o mu

As for morality, we have to cons

consequences. If American action
and the whole Middle Eastern are
of influence of Soviet Russi
victory in the world struggl
sely enhanced. The dread

Soviets and becoming part of
the leaders of the Kremlin im
ality. Anything that promotes &
tion to human hopes is an unmitigat
mical proportions. And by the sar
like the present American action
mise of preventing such a trium
ism is a great good worth t
throughout the globe. ' 1
is but ignorant and even irr
human fate to condemn Ame
sufficient reflection as ‘immoral,
for all persons in the free world
the summit of the crisis and free ,
blinding and misleading influence of th
propaganda of the Kremlin. e

In India we are confronting the initial stages . of
indirect aggression in Kperala of the kind -that has
created the State-dissolving cauldron in Lebanon. The
situation in India may become more hopeless, what
with the approval of communist doctrine by the
Prime Minister and Defence Minister and the
governmental status and power of the Kerala
Communist Party.

, e .
e world-wide
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by Bela Kiraly,

odvietization.

nfantgy

ts of the trip in the Western press. The
nd the reports told of the ‘military honour
' the Soviet Party boss; particularly,
Khrushchev broke away from his

1n

“several Hungarian children. Sl .
. All this brought back a flood of sharp memories. In
®the late Forties and early Fifties (before my imprison-
ent) I had been responsible for the military detach-
ments in “pa,a.;gad,e,s;anéJ demonstrations on such occa-
sions. ,.)iz'r;aiie;nb@;ed the routine before such events
{as.prescribed by our Soviet military “advisers”): on
the morning of the show all military detachments
taking part were searched, man by man, by political
and security police officers. This was to make sure
that no soldier carried any live ammunition or ex-
plosive. After the search the troops were not permit-
ted to break formation. All the artillery and tank
guns were examined to make sure they were unloaded,
and were then sealed with heavy steel wire. It was
standard practice to warn military units not to
approach closer than 30 yards to the stand where the
Party and government dignitaries were.

“When'I lookeds again at the picture of the military
honour guard greeting Khrushchev, I realized that the
current regimé had not considered even these string-
ent measures sufficient. Instead of regular troops, I
saw that the honour guard was a unit of the AVH,
the secret police.

The accounts of Khrushchev mingling with the
crowd and kissing Hungarian children (which seem
to surprise some Western observers "as evidence that
Khrushchev, the butcher of the Revolt, was not really
‘hated by the Hungarian people) brought back even
‘more vivid memories of how such things are arranged.
I remember especially the incidents surrounding
April 4, 1950.

That day was the fifth anniversary of Hungary’s
liberation” by the Red Army. An immense military
parade and great civilian demonstrations were plan-
‘ned to celebrate the day. The two focil of the festi-
vities were to be Marshal Voroshilov, head of the
Soviet delegation, and Matyas Rakosi, Hungarian
Party leader. '

As commander of military organizations partici-
pating in the parade, I attended the meetings which
were’ to organize the proceedings. Chairman of these
sessions was Istvan Kovacs; then a Politburo member
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iraly’ was Commander in Chief of the Hungarian National Guard and military Commander.
urifg the Hungarian Revolt. s From 1951 to 1956 he was in prison on. charges of having resisted
of the Hungarian Army. He had before his arrest been Commander in Chief ¢f the Hun-
nd Commander of ithe General Staff College. ’ S il B

and a leader of the Stalinist-Rakosi group. We met in-
the Communist Party Headquarters, ‘n Budapest. At
the first session a time-table of events was handed

©¢1:8:00 AM—military ‘parféde be‘giﬁél."
' 10:00 AM—military parade ends. i
10:01 AM—demonstrators .’ from ‘Csepel  factory
.. . enter the Square of Heroes and greet
~the Party and government dignitaries.
10:05 AM—demonstrators from Factory X, Dis-
- trict Y, etc,, arrive in the square.
'11:35 AM—Five young workers . spontaneously
' break through the security cordon
‘and throw flowers ‘at Comrade
: _ Rakosi and Comrade Voroshilov.”
-11:45 AM=Comrade Rakosi kisses children.
‘11:55 AM=Etc., etc.. '

Glancing over this, I was particularly intrigued by
the spontaneous break-through of young workers, and
by Comrade Rakosi’s kissing of children. These mat-
ters were cleared up in the ensuing discussion
between Istvan Kovacs and various functionaries.
First Kovacs questioned the man responsible for the
large factory delegations as to how their presence in
good order was to be assured. “Simple, Comrade
Kovacs,” the man replied briskly. “All workers must
report to the factory first and get special cards. We
will collec” these cards at the Square after the demon-
stration, This way wéll know if anyone fails to
attend, and they know well know.” i

Kovacs nodded approval and turned to an AVH
Major. He asked him about the five young workers
who were spontaneously to burst through the cordon
and fling flowers. The Major answered: “Comrade
Kovacs, with your permission I will call in Comrade
Blank t8 explain the details. He is the leader of ‘the
five youngsters.” ; J » et

“Well, who is he?” Kovacs asked.

“His father is the Party Secretary of a Budapest dis-
trict. - All the ‘adult members of his family are in the
Party. ' The young man himself is in our service.. Do
you want any further information on him?” . . .

“No, no, no,” Kovacs answered hurriedly, a bit em-
barrassed by the Major’s truculent readiness to assure
him ard everybody else that what the AVH. does
it does thoroughly, and no questions need be asxed.

Young Comrade Blank was called into the room and
made his report. All of the five youngsters in the
group (three young men, two young women) knew
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their job perfictly. Nobody else knew about the
assignment. They would wear: the black uniform of
students living in hostels for those of worker-peasant
origin. -Tuey would hide themselves next to the
Yugoslav Embassy at the beginning of the parade.
They would mingle with the demonstrators at 11:30
AM. They would move with the crowd toward the re-
viewing stand, and precisely at 11:35 AM would shove
against AVH Sergeants X, Y, and Z guarding. that
section of the cordon. Passing through, they would
geproach the stand and fling their flowers.

Furtlfer arrangements were noted for photograph-
ing the Spontaneous incident.

The next item, on the agenda was “Rakosi kisses
children.” This was the most carefully planned. An
AVH officer was in charge of the incident. It was
.explained that.the children would consist of a young
nephew of Emo Gero (then a Politburo member,
Minister of State and close associate of Rakosi), and
the daughter of another Communist leader. They
would be accompanied by two female Party stalwarts.
They would all be carefully rehearsed. For the precise
kissing place the meeting selected the stairs-on the
northern side of the reviewing stand. The children’s
clothing, that of their guardians, and other details
were carefully discussed. There was even discussion
of the possibility of arrangements to increase the
hygiene of the kissing. - :

On April 4, the great day, after the parade was over,
an aide to Defence Minister Mihaly Farkas came to
me and told me to come to the main reviewing stand.
He led me up to Marshal Voroshilov, who congratu-
lated me on tII))e success of the parade, and invited me
to stay on the stand for a while and watch the civilian
demonstration.

The stand was crowded with Hungarian and Soviet
officials, who (except for the leading figures seated in
front) moved around chatting, laughing, pointing at
various figures in the mob of “demonstrating” workers
being driven past. There was a steady stream of traffic
between the stand itself and the little specially pre-
pared chamber beneath it which was stocked with a
wonderful variety of rare delicacies, edibles and pot-
ables. The shabby swarms of workers flowed past.

I stood some rows behind Rakosi’s chair. At 11:43
AM an AVH officer came and whispered in Rakosi’s
ear, Rakosi rose and moved toward the stairs. I was
puzzled for a moment, wondering if anything import-
ant had happened that demanded the attention of the
Party leader himself. Then it flashed through my
mind—of course,; timetable item 11:45 AM is about to
take place. Rakosi is going to kiss children.

In a matter of moments the whole thing went off
perfectly. Rakosi suddenly appeared at the appointed
spot. - Two women lifted two small figures, one boy,
one girl. Rakosi kissed them. Cameramen worked to
catch ‘the spontaneous fleeting moment. It was all
over.. Raxosi had kissed the children.

" These were my memories (half-comic, half-tragic)
as, the other day, I looked at the photographs and
read the accounts of Khrushchev’s visit in Budapest,
and how Khrushchev kissed the children.
~Reproduced from East Evrope
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- zine Tygodnik Powszechny and the Catho

- NEWS FROM POLAND
. A pyblic reprimand of ‘the Polish authors
Tyrmand has taken the form of the bannin
latest book and the withdrawal of his passport.
The work in question, which has alreads been ;
lished, is the novel, Seven Long Journeys and tell
love story of a blackmarketing smuggler and a
student in the Pomeranian port of Ruegenwalde.
Tyrmand’s first novel The Evil One. (i *
a crime story with a moral turn, described tl
underworld and the lives of its members: It wa
lished in 1955 and ran to several printings... The
One is to appear in translation in the Fede
lic of Germany and later in the United
Politically Tyrmand is close to the

roup “Znak”. During the days of the Oct
ution of 1956, he made a public attack :
Catholic group “Pax”, which was col
the Stalinists. Tyrmand had promis
the Preuves survey “Why I am a E
telegraphed the editors to say that‘it
possible to send the article.’ e
Up to now no official explanation has been
the withdrawal of Tyrmand’s passpo
the official explanation, Seven Long J
ned because of the general immoralit
writings, which in practical terms mea
his works and the end of his career as a write
The Catholic movement “Pax”, which is clos
government has on several occasions -denounced
Tyrmand, together with the young avantgarde writér
Marek Hlasko, as the men chiefly responsible for the
decline of Polish youth. A b
Hlasko, who was sharply attacked in an article in the
party paper Trybuna Ludu on 12 April, is at present
on a visit to Paris where two of his books, which were
forbidden in Poland, have been published by Kultura.
With this blow against Tyrmand the cultural policy
of the Gomulka regime has entered a stage of a shar-
per struggle against free speech. Ohe of the Party
functionaries responsible for cultural policy, Central
Committee member B. Werblan declared at a meet-
ing of Party cultural workers, that in future neither
time nor money would be wasted on the publication
of works of a demoralising character and which do not
contribute to socialist reconstruetion. Afterwards a
substantial number of writers, among thefn several
known as Communists of indisputable loyalty, w
told that their already finished or still unfinished
could not be published.
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