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Communisrn
Without

Dictatorship
by PLilip Spratt

j-lN lvlonday, June 29, a one-day strike was called
v in Keiala, In the state capital, Trivandrum, I
saw a procession of some thousands of workers, sorne
carrying hammer and sickle flags, shaking their fists
against the Communist Government. Two days later
in Kottayam, a small town towards the centre of the
state, I saw a procession of two or three hundred men
with Congress and Socialist fl:rgs marching to the
government offices, where they rvere to "picket" and
get themselves arrested. In several places I chanced
lrpon tuafic blocks caused by pickets obstructing state
buses. People told me that such enthusiasm had
never been seen before, even during the great national
struggles.

It is Hungary or East Germany over again, rvithout
the iron curtain and rvithout the repression rvhich
held.in the people's anger till it exploded. But there
are odrer differences. Though the trade unionists
stmck and par4ded, they are not the leading group
in the opposition. The most active are the Catholic
and Nair communities, and the three political parties,
Congress, the Praja-Socialist and the Revolutionary
Socialist Party. But almost all organised groups other
than the Communist Party and the unions it domi-
nates are in opposition. On the other hand the com-
munists also have the support of the hitherto un-
organised rural labour and the low castes. In this
economically backward societv organised labour is
part of the privileged class. The communists have
aroused the opposition of nearly all the educated and
better placed, but tliey have the backing of the real
proletariat.

Even without the conrmunists, Kerala would have
been a trouble spot. It is enormously populated, and
also uncommonly literate ( about 70%) so that it
swarms with educated yorrngsters who can live on the
family but have no outlet for their energies. It is a
museum of antiquities, Christian and Jewish as well
as Hinclu. Tl-re Nair comrnrnitl' has supplied anthro-

pology with the name of a certain type of polyandry.
Its caste system was embellished till recently with
such picturesque items as unseeability. Whereas in
all other states Hindus are 90% of the population, here
Christians and Muslims add up to 40%.

Politics at the state level is concerned only in .a
secondary way .wi!h ,bpdgets, plans.and. qqfo,qlng, , .Itg
main interest is the interplay of caste and commu-
nity, and the jobs, loans ind contracts that go there-
with. From the time of its emergence into demo-
cracy as the Travancore-Cochin State in 1948, Kerala
played this game with zest. The first legislature had
a overwhelming Congress majo:rty; nevertheless
the government fell within a year. By 1957 the state
had had ffve governments, and in addition a period of
President's rule, when nobody could muster even
momentary maiority. In the election of that year
over a third of the voters were willing to give the
communists a chance

This tolerance pushed to the point of suicide is
typical of the Hindu and has been the main cause
of their troubles through the ages. It is part of tradi-
tional wisdom that no doctrine is wholly false, and
that every man must ffnd his own path to truth. Let
the youngsters learn by their own experience. Mr.
Mannath Padmanabhan, the leader of the present
campaign to oust the Communist Government, told
me that several members of his family voted
communists.

In April 1957. the ffrst elected Communist Govern-
ment in histor,v took office. The Assembly Farty un-
animously eleoted as Ieader E. M. Sankaran Nambrg
diripad. It was tlre obvious choice, and a popular
one. Early in his career he had been a Gandhian,
and he has contrived to retain a certain saintly .aura.
On enterinq the Communist Party, he donated, it is
saicl, some 6000 to the party. Sankara, the great Hindu
philosopher and cvangelist was born in his caste some
1200 years ago, and the party propagandists discreetly
exploit the parallel.

Yet he is a veteran communist, continuously on the
Politburo for over twenty vears. A former close asso-
ciate told me that Nambudiripad is never to be found
in a minority. He has charm and diplomacy,_the af_o1e-

mentioned associate preferred to put it rather differ-
ently - in all their vears together he had never known
E.M,S. tell the truth.

The lr4inistry started with assurances that it worrld
u'ork rvithin the constitution and that it would strive
for the peace in industry. The effort u'as_ in every
way to create an impression of level-headed modera-
tion. It was especiallv anxious to avoid the corrup-
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tion vvhich has been the main cause of the decline of
support to. the Congress everywhere. It has always
clairned that its legislation is consistent rvith tire
Congress programme, and that its work difiers {rom
that of Congress urinistries only in being more honest
anct vrgorous.

{I-gwevg1, the _new rnen alsc courted their special
public. They released prisoners, some of whori had
claims to rank as class-war heroes. They raised the
pa{ q{ go'r,ernment employees of the lower grades,
inciuding primary school teachers, artd cancefed in-
cr:aLes in the pay of high o$cials. Most spectacular
of all, they instructed the police not to jnterTere when
workers on strike held m?etings or processions, but
to take aetio_n only when damage to iife or property
was reported.

A year after they took'powbi in'Kbid-la,'the Cbm:'
munist Party of India in its full sessions at Amritsar
adopted the new policy of the international com-
munist authorities who now proclaimed the possibi-
Iity of '"r-sing the machinery of -bourgeois democlracy to
install {re_ power of the proletariat. The Congiess
under Nehru, a very indulgent opponent, was now
even less likely to use the overriding powers of the
central government to hamper the Kerala commun-
ists. It was therefore the general expectation that
they would win over the poorer classes and gain sup-
port even among the middle classes by their effici-
ency and freedom from corruption, and rvould thus
make Kerala an impregnable stronghold, from rvhich
communist power u'ould eventually spread over India.

The plan has gone wrong. The Kerala Go'.'ernment
have provoked the educated class into open resistance
rvhich has now continued rvith increasing rigour for
a month. The Congress Parliamentarl,' Board has
askerl them to dissolve the Assembh' and hold neu'
elc.ction. This request is of course not an rlrder. but
the Congress can hardly stop there. It seenrs pro-
bable that the Keraln Government u'ill be dismissecl
rl'ithin :r short time.

Some believe that the party leaders rueant to pur-
sue the parlia.nentary policy faithfully, but rvere rrn-
able to control their younq hotheads. The truth
seems rather to be that the leaders wanted to rnain-
tain t]re appearirnce of denrocratic correctness, rldrile
inffltratirrg the official administration and building up
a parallel state apparatus. and also diverting large
sums of money into the all-Inditr party treasury; but
failed to realise that this sort of thing cannot be kept
secret ancl that the local party units were bouncl to
tlrrow' their rveight about and provoke hostility.

It 'w'as the license to strikets to riot which ffrst
brought the affairs of communist Kerala to the notice
of other states. In the summer of 1957 there rvere
strikes in some of the plantations, and rvith the police
observing neutlality, the workers mobbed orvners nnd
managers, blockaded them in their houses, and so
forth. It was an inter-trnion dispute, and the oppo-
sition unions fought back, so that it liad in the end
to be settled by reference to n board of albitraturs.
Hou'ever, the strikers appreciated the new freeclom to
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riot, and the result was added popularity for the nerv
government among the working class.

This phase of popularity foi the resime reached
its climiu in the Devikollm bye-election*in May 1g56.
The Joters ale mainly plantaiion workers. thi, Con-
gress brought in a number of important leaders from
Madras-many of the workers aie Tamils-and alto-
gether staked a great deal on it. Yet the communist
candid-ate won by 7,000 (55"000 to 48,000). The im-
pact of this victory is diminished when we learn that
for -its part the Cornmunist Party brought in, without
laqfge, nearly- a thousand propagand-ists, including
,Politburo members, from the- Ivladras Party organisal
!!on, _ 

an_d that a day or two before the iolliirg the
Kerala Government remembered that it ow6d so6rto.t-
tial sums of money to those workers and p"romptly 

"Iiquidated itii dbbi:
Nevertheless it was a big victory. and the prestise

of the Namboodiripad Govdrnment was hieh throuef,-
out India. But after that a succession of misfortuies
befell it, some through its own fault, and some just '

the rvhim of fate. The petty but angry dispute over
boat fares, rvhich led to a stale-wide slrike of students
in the summer of 1958, belongs in the latter category.

So does its failure to win over organised labour.
It has done something substantial -for. the lower
grades of labour, but has had little to offer the better
paid and better organised trades. Still, the power of
a government is not to be despised, and it has been
exerted to the full. The \{inister for Labour will
personally get on the long distance telephone to
press an employer to reinstate a communist worker
s'ho has been sacked, but rvill ignore a non-commu-
nist rvho u'as sacked with him.

Horvever, the job is formidable. The unions are a
rvorld of their o's'n, in s'hich the embattled leaders
fight for better conditions for their members, and jobs
and porver for thernselves. \,Iost of the organisable
areas \\/ere staked out l<lng ago, and the surviving
stakeiolclers :rre tor-rglr. Thc biggest rival to the
comraunist-ied uuions-is the Indiai National Trade
tlnion Congress group, organised by the Congress.
Congressmen, with their leaders in real power in
Delhi, were not going to be overawed by a mere
stats gq1'slnment in polver on snfferance. No less of
a nuisance is the group of unions led by lvlr. Srikantan
Nair and the Revolutionary Socialist Party. Srikantan
Nair differs frorn Narnboodiripad as Trotsky difiered
from Stalin. R.S.P. units and unions wave the
lrammer and sickle flag, and their boys throw them-
selves into union rvork not merely for jobs but with
the revolutionary fervour. They have a powerful
union empire in Kerala, and two years of communist
rule have not won a minor province from it.

Tlris lack of success with organised labour may also
have been due to a general failure of the ministry to
get ahead in any striking way with food plocluction
and economic clevelopment. Probably nobody else
coulcl have done better; otber state governments have
little to boast about. But a party r,vhich arouses hish
expectations ancl fails to fulfil them mr-rst suffer. Oddlv

(Continued on Pase l0)



Swatantra Party
by "Apaksha"

HE tremendous public enthusiasm r,vhich greeted
the formation of the Swatantla Party, and the

reception its leaclers received in celtain places, are
obviously an indicatiorr that the people of India are
deeply convinced of the need for a democratic alter-
native party. It is no secret - and even Congress-
rnen are aware of this fact - lhat people, by and large,
are disappointed with Congress Governments.
\4ost of the Congress promises have proved tall-talk,
or at best merely catch-words for electioneering. The
rising cost of living, the increasing'bureaucratisation
of the administrartion both r,Ls a result of the indiscrimi-
nate nationalisation of industries and official accept-
ance of the cult of statism, imposition of taxes out of
all proportion to the people's capacity to pay, the
rigidity of governmental. approach to many a pressing
problem of the day, tlie discouragement of individual
initiative and enterprise in industry and agriculture
on the plea of creating a socialistic pattern of society,
enforcement of discredited and out-of-date economic
theories and dogmatic industrial policies - all these
have created a distrust in the ability of the Congress
to create a welfare state and ensure people's happiness
and progress.

The formation of the Swatantra Party, therefore,
fulffls a long-felt need. The inane acceptance of
socialism by almost all e-xisting political parties as the
only logical creed or ideal for India to the exclusion
of even thinking of other possible alternatives to
socialism had resulted into the closing of mincls. Even
a remote suggestion of an alternative to socialisrrr
evoked a violent reaction.

The acceptance of socialism by all political parties
generatecl colrlssal crinftrsioi.r n'itlr regrlr(l to tlrc'
content of socialism. Nobocly knerv for sure u'h:rt the
pichrre of a socialist society rvoulcl be. With the
result that all kinds of contlaclictory ideas passed int<r
the framework of Indian socialist thinking. Often one
socialist denounced the ideas of another socialist irncl
no love u'as lost betq'ecn varions political parties pro-
fessing socialism.

Obviously people in general failed to be convinc,ecl
of the efficacy of socialism. The resrrlts of forty
years of socialist rer,olution in Russia and the rniseri,
ihe comm.rnist regime in China has imposecl on the
Chinese people in the nanre of socialisrn and tlrc
awareness that tlre Government of Indir,r s'irs doinq
no more than copyinq the econor-l.ric policies of corn-
munist countries, as has been eviclent in its stress on
heavy indush-ies at the expcnse of the consurner in-
drrstries, helpecl to trndermine people's faith in sociil-
Iism. What the peol:le u,alntecl. in fact, s'as rcal eco-
nornic: progress c.ornltinerl n'ith incrensina political
frcorlorrr.

The Slratirntra Partr,. at tbe velv oirtsr:t of ils
folrration. Ir:rs lrrrcn 

.boici 
enoirqh to cilto-.e tlre u.clli-

uess of, or rather dangers involved in, socialism. It has
at the same time adopted a more or less clear-cut
programme although it cannot be said with confi-
dence that its policy-statement has no weaknesses of
its owr1. Further, its programme is such as to
appeal to all sections of people. Although it has
not exeluded the businessrnan from the purview
of its service, it seeks to serve especially the "middle
class and smali man" and the peasant. It stands for
"the freedom of man, freedom of the farm and the
family as against the attacks of totalitarianism on the
freedom of everybody." It emphasises individual
initiative. It is pledged "to replace by spiritual values
the materialistic philosophy of life that has resulted
frora the efforts merely to raise. .the standard
of life." To make this explicit, it suggests that the
party rvill airn not only at raising the standard of life
but also at something more: at upholding of spiritual
values and uplifting the culhrral, intellectual and
moral standards of the people. In other words, it
seeks to create not truncated and atomised individual
-a peculiar phenomenon of industrial society-but an
all-round personality. Its opposition to totalitarian
tendencies and statism is indeed relieving in view
of the fact that tlie existing governments have shown
callous dislegard for individual rights and privileges.
Its anti-statist attitude is not, hou'ever, anarchist re-
jection of tle state. The Sr.vatantra Party recognises
the need and the role of the state in the affairs of man.
Being a constihrtional party, it q'ill neither abolish the
state nor reduce it to a position of inefiectiveness. On
the other hand, it 

"r'ill 
assign it a reasonable function.

That function n'ill inclucle "the prevention and punish-
rnent of unsocial activities rr'ltere called fol' ancl
giving tlre c,itizens "facilities for a proper decenh'a-
Iised distribution of indusb'y." The state wili indeed
retain its coercive apparafus, but more for creating a
climate of freedom than of unfreedom as is the case
today. The state rvill guide, regulate and coordinate
instifutional activities rither than order people about.

Again, the lenders of the new party are known for
theii integritv, courage of conviction and sh'ength of
character. Rajafi, an elder statesman and trusted
colleague of Gandhiji, in his answer to the criticism
tirat tlie Ss'atantra Party was the party of big business,
lras challenqed them to prove that u'henever he was in
r)o\\,el': he ]rad helped a single rvealthy person. Pro-
fessclr Ranqa and N{r. Vlasani are knou'n for their
courage of conviction aud rvillingness to go into
rvilcler:ness fpr the sake of a principle. Nir. V. P.
\{erron, \Ir:. S. Y. Krislinasrrn*}, \{ri Nalahari Rao
irncl General Cariappa are former administrators of
repr.rte rvhose recorcl, in respect of integrity, has been
crvst.l clear. \lr. H. P. \{ody even vr.hile associated
rvitlr big btrsiness is knou'n for an enlightenetl outlook
on ('cononric affairs ancl la]rotrr-managenrent lelations.
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The Swatantra Party, however, sufiers from sorne
serious drawbacks. A-lthough it would be unjust to
brand it as the "political projection" cf the Forum
of Free Enterprise, it cannot be denied that it has so
far failed to explain to the common mair his place in
its scheme of things. Apart from the fact that some
of its leaders have declared that it is also the party
of the small man, no attempt is made to indicate how
the Swatantra Party will assist the common man to
tide over many an economic problem he is faced with
nor is he assured, in a definite positive way, of protec-
tion from exploitation by irresponsible businessmen
and industrialists. In its solicitude to secure the
support of the big business as well as the small man
at-tle sanre time 

-the party has shown its inability to
srasp the clash of inteiests between the haves and the
Eavel-nots. The Party's over-emphasis on the princi-

-' ple of private proper:ty has made it appear _typically '
immune to the needs of those who are not so fortunate
as to be property-owners. With the result the com-
mon man almost becomes a "forgotten factor" in the
framework of its economic and social policies.

The Swatantra Party's statement of principles is
rather too abstract and is likely to invite variety of
interpretations-even contradictory ones. Except that
it displays a spirit of opposition to socialism, in no way
doe,s it seek io indicate clearly the content of what
it considers freedom, progress, or for that matter,
rvelfare. The statemeni of" principles is such as can
be accepted by other democratic _parties too; it- has
no defirrite feature which distinguishes this Party from
other democratic parties. This is rather strange
especially in view of tlie fact that the statements of
so^me of 

'the 
Srvatantra Party leaders have sought to

enunciate certain clear-cut programmes and thus
evoked the confidence of the people in general.

The Party suffers from a lack of homog-eneity; on
rnany questions its leaders have sPoken rvith difierent
voices.- To cite one instance, rvhile Rajtrji declarecl
that the first task of tl-re Swatantra Party u'ould be
"the creation of public opinion agtrinst the policies
of the present Government" and that "the-new partl'
rvoulcl trst cc.rcentrate on the rvork in the countrl'
before going to the polls", Professor Ranga observed
"we are-not much bot-iiered about the manner in which
the present legislatures are constituted. What rve are
conCerned about is the next elections. As a true
clemocratic party we will prepare our progralllrnes
and place thim before the electorate so that they can
make the choice". It is true that Mr. Masani, later,
in his statements in Bombay, tried to correct
the position; but one cannot be sure that the part,v
leaders have attained a rneasure of homogeneity in
their outlook. They also have shown a clear diver-
gence of opinion on the recent events in Kerala and
foreien nolicv.

In" tht formulation of its economic policy, the
Swatantra Party has tried a synthesis of the plinciples
of the Forum of Free Enterprise and those of Sarvo-
dava. This is, in itself, a serious drawback, for, a
synthesis of this kind is well-nigh impossible. Or, is
ii something like a lvlarxist attempt to synthesise a
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thesis and anti-thesis? It appears as though while
popularising the ideals of the Forum of Free Enter--priie, the Swatantra Party wants to win the goodrvill
of the people by speaking of Sarvodaya. T'he theory
of trusteeship ix bnunciated by Gandhiji is indeed
worth h triaf in a world stricken with an exhortatiorr
to class-war. But the root question in the context of
India is whether the big business in India is so
morally upright as to be relied upon to practise, in
Ietter indlpirit, the theory of trusteeship. A-ccording
to Gandhiji's own statement, only one big business-
man of hii time-and that too his own close friend
and colleague-could, to some extent, implement the
theory of -trusteeship. All other big businessmen,
inspife of the tremen?lous inf.uence Gindhiji rvielded
ovelr them, remained callously indifierent to the theory.
If that was Gandhiji's own-experience, it would be
presumptuous on the part-of the"Swatantra Party'"to'
Lelieve^ that it would efiectively persuade the big
business truthfully to implement the trusteeship idea
in oractice. Prohteering at anv cost is a normal
featirre of Indian busineismen This is quite evident
from the artrffcial scarcities and the thriving black
market rvhich we experience at present' $ajaji, there-
fore, rvas realistic enough to warn the businessmen
that unless they play their game in a proper manner,
the Sq'atantra'Pirty will not be able to deliver the
goods.

Yet, it has to be admitted tl-rat the Swatantra Party
holds out great promise and possibilities. So far,
due to the inability of the Prajn Socialist-Party and
other democratic parties to be efiective, the-general
discontent against the Congress was channelised by
the Communist Partl' and- used for its orm ends.
\Vith the emergence of the Su'atantra Party,-most
non-communist ilements rvill find an effective demo-
cratic platform to voice their qrie'r'ances and secure
their redressal. If it could basically tune its econo-
mic polic,v to the needs of the common man-that is,
place the-common man in the centre-and throrv up
i r.'all1- enliglitcrrecl labour policy, - the Srvatatltrir
Party is bound to go ahead and soon be a democrtrtic
alteinative to the-Congress. Every democrat rvill'
therefore, wish it everf ittccess and a bright future.
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The Right To Property
by A.Ranganathan

-f,ISSENTIALLY the Inclian Constitution" wrote to the State or to a corporation owned or controlled
Dt Sit Ivor ]ennings "is ;i:r individualist document. by the-State, it shall not be deemed to provide for the
Its prophets are Birke, ifill and Dicey; yet sorne comprllse1y acquisition or requisitioning of property,
at l&st^of the membersl of the Constituent hssembly notwithstahding that it deprives any person of
thought in eollectivist terms. The result is a curioui his proqerty." Commenting . 

or.r .it, M.r. .-Justiee
dichitomy. On the one hand the individualism of Do_uglas-has'remarked in his scholarly work "We the
the ninet6enth century has sought to limit the powers ludgis" that "India has broken with one tradition of
of the qovernment in ttre inteiest of libertv: bn the lhe la* of eminent domain". He has pointed out that
other hind the collectivism of the twentieth century "the 1955 Amendment casts a shadow over every
has sought to expand the powers of government iil private factory,. plant or other individual enterprise
order tliat the stite may rfuulate ecoriomic life and in India. Th_e legislat-ure may now appropriate it at

,.incidentally restrict hb6rq".v.r Indeed, since* Indian '-any'price it desires-substantial"or nominal. " There'is'
Independeirce there has been a graduai but sustained no' riview of the reasonableness of the amount of
efiorf to increase the powers of"the executive at the compensation. The result qn--be just compensation
expense of the courtsi Pandit Nehru had opposecl or c6nfiscation-depende-nt ryhglly- on the mood of the
'h3 idea of the Supreme Court being the final uibit"r parliament" It would be djfficult to deny that this
on the quantum of 

"o-p"rr"tion, 
on"the plea that tlre imendment rvhich vested this Power in parliament

Suprem6 Court of India ought not to nrake itself a has made great inroads into the domain of the individ-
"tliird House of Parliament", ual. This ner.r' po\\'er of fixing the amount of compen-

It is well knolr4 that the Due Process Clauses 9f the sation is theoretically vested in parliament, but in
Fifth and Fourteenth amendments to the American actual practice rvill have to be delegated- to the ruling
Constitution constitute a source of reserved power party lnd finally administered by the executive
for the judiciary, tb act as a restraining infuen^ce on i,fficbrs. It is clear from the foregoing alLalysis that
lesislative and'executive bodies when"thev tend to rvhile tlre amendments to the American Constitution
lifiit the freedom of the individual. While ihere is no have safeguarded the rights of the individual, the
Due Process Clause as such in the Inclian Constitu- amencl,neits to the Indian Constitution have played
tion, the Indian Judician' became emporvered to havoc rvith individual rights in India. The situation is

regulate property iightt i.,, Indi^. particularlr- gloom-v if v-iewed in the-light of various
"The 'R^ighi to'Prdferty" u,as originallr. quaranteecl n,e"r,rr"r i.liich trave followed in the wake of the

by article 5t of th" tnaiair Constitution. 
'\icordins t,r 'socialistic Pattern of Societ-v-\4/ealth Tax, Expendi-

the original provision in Article 31(1). "No perion trrre Tax. the Nagpur resolution oD 'cooperative

shall be"deprived of his proper\, save br. autlioiity of farming', nation:rlization of the insurance' State
law." And Article 81(2) stated: "No properh-. Trading etc.
movable or immovable, including any interest in, ol The Nrrgpur re.soh.rtiort on 'cooperative farming' is

in any companv orvning, 
"r.,.v "nt,'i,.,"r,-,i,r'l 

,rr indiliclrrirl ,rn innocuotls resolrrtion at first sight; but upon serious
uncteitakini. shall be tlkenpossession of or acquirerl reflection. its sinister implications are-obvious. This
for public "purporer under any law ar-rthorizine th" confusion in thinking arises from a fail.rre to vie*'
'akirig of such possession or sicb acqtrisition, unless the two sectors, private or publie, whether in agri-
the liw provides for eompensation for the nrolrertv culture or industry in their proper economic.setting.
taken poisession of or ac{uired and either fixes thc What is needed is an overall awareness of the pro-

"mo,rrri 
of the compensatibn, or speciffes the princi- gress of the national economy as 1 whplg.. rather than

ples on which, and ihe manner in which. the compen- a misplaced faith in the supposed infallibilitv of the
iation is to be determined and given." Ho'rvevei. or.r ptrblic sector. Many 1,ears agb, a distinquished British
!ryril 27,1955, an amendment rias introcluced rvhiclr jrrrist uointea tq tltq dangerJ of what he termed "the
r.ibrtitot"d for Article 31f 2) the followinq clarrses, net'despotism" of those in authoritv who areallowed

"(2) No property shall be compulsorih,ac.trrired or to dominate the private sector. - This aspect of the
t"qli"itiot'rJd slve'for a public p.,.pur"- ancl save b,v problem assumes a new sense of urgency in view of
u.tthority of a larv tvhicli provides 

'for compensatioir lhe Congtess Working _ Committee's latest idea of
for the property so acguired or requisitioned and "controlling" proffts-in-ihe.private sector.

"ith". 
ff"ir the amount of the compeniation or soeci- In the ffnal analysis, th! "Right to Property'' is

ftes the principles on which ancl the manner in which. linked with individual freedom. As argued by Pro-
it " 

-o*i""saiion is to be called in question in anv' fessor Massino Salvadori, Karl Marx was correct when
court on^ the ground that the compeniation prr.x,idecl he said that those who owned pr.operty were free and
by that law is"not adequate. those rvho did not were unfree-, but-was wrong when

' (Zi) Wh"r" a larv does not provide for the transfcl lre dedrrced illogically tha_t greater freedom would be
of ihe oynership or right to poisession of any propertr, - (Continued in Page 9)
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movement begarr. When it ran into trouble they
enqr:ired rnore pointedly: "Could it have been Mao
Tse-tung?"

The ofiicial textr give rro answer: theil silence
might tempt one ir: suppose that Mao had taken no
special part in thc ;rffair. It was the Central Com-
mittee who "signr:d" the ffrst public decision in favour
of communes, on .A.ugust 29; 1958. In principle, of
course, all important decisions of the rpginre are nrade
collectively. Nlorer,rv€r, various texts explain thit in
this case the Central Committee itself did no more
than endorse an inesistible movement towards com-
mlrnes arising spontaneously from the people them-
selves.

However, if one takes the trouble to study the
enormolrs documentation that Peking has published
about the commun€s, the abundant articles of tlie last
six months, the reports, speeches, etc., no doubt tvhat-
ever is possible: VIao Tse-tung's "paternity" is clear.
It is particularly a{Hrmed by the Central Committee's
review, the Red Flag, in an article that appeared in
July u'ritten by its Editor-in-chief Cheng Pb-ta, who
is the President's spokesman and conftdent. On the
basi.s of these documents it is norv possible to re-
constrrrct the course of events.

The idea of the communes had long been gestating
in the mind of N{ao Tse-tung. From the end of 1956
he s'as pointing the n'ay in that direction hy encou-
raging the progressive fusion of the smaller kolkhozes
(called in China ".producer co-operatives") into large-
scale kolkhozes. One of his u'ritings of that date-tlre
prcface to a n'ork on the Ri.se of Social.isnt in tl'rc
C ountnysid e-already advocated this.

During the winter of 1957-8, rve ffnd armies of
peasants employed on great public works. The cor.r'r-
munes were !o glo,rv out of these; and l\{ao toured
the provinces to rvatch the experiment. In the spring
it u'as he rvlro, by means of a personal directive.
started the trial colrmunes in a pilot province of his
choice-Honan. This directive is still secret, but
several other documents refer to it.

The decisive step was taken in May, when Mao
made his great idea known, in secrecy, to the national
congress of the Party convened in Peking (the 2nd
Session of the 6th Congress). The calling of this
congress was an event since it had not met since tlre
autumn of 1956. The communes, as we know chiefy
from Cheng Po-ta, were the central topic of a lonq
speech delivered there by Mao Tse-tung, and which
recommended the new linb of policy to the Party.
This speech has also rernained secret, but from the
day after the congress a whole series of new ideas
attribr-rted to Mao Tse-hlng began to apDear in the
nress and in comnrunist documEnts: ruril indrrstries.
the rrobilization and militarization of the people, a
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gre_at acceleration of the pace of production, women
to be set to rvork, and the shortening of the road to
communisrn. Had the President requested or received
the congress's assent to the commu-ne system? If so,
no one was in a hurry to publish the fact, for neither
the word "conmune"-nor what it stands for was men-
tioned ln tl-,e reports of the congress, although these
were abundant and important.

At t-he beginning of nugust, Khrushchev suddenly
arrived in Peking. China was about to start th-e
bombardrnent of Quemoy (August 23) and, at last,
to publicly pr'dclaihr the'setting-up of the commurres
on a national scale. It is clear that in his private
parleys with his Russian colleague, the Chinesd Presi-
dent cannot have been silent about the "bombshells"
he rvas about to explode. Everything indicates, as
we shall see, that Khrushchev'r i"""tlot must have
been more than reserved.
_ How_ever, he had no sooner gone than lr4ao again

shou'ed all his personal intereit in the movement.
He rvent all over Hopei, Honan and Shantung, radiat-
ing exhortations and instructions in supporl of the
communes. So there it rvas: the movement rvas laun-
ched, and launched by him, before the Central Com-
rnittee had yet taken responsibility for it.

He inaugurated the communes by a repetition of
almost the same manoeuvre. Again, there rvas oppo-
sition from the right, and \lao, that highly impetuous
revolutionarv, meant to qo still further "to the left"
by changing the kolkhozes into communes. Once
again then. he launched the movement himself, arrd
now that this has bccorne official Partl' policr'. ther'
ri'ill keep silent about his action. It is ver)' necessar\'
to mask the internal divisions in the Partr,. and it is
even more necessarv not to e\po-se tlie President to
any risk of unpopularity b1' preienting him as chieflr'
responsible for rr policy s'hicli provokes lesistance in
the Party and the country. and is not strre to succeed.

In the provinces there is such resistance fron-r the
cells tlrat it is neccssarv to carry out severe Dllrqes
before the cornnrrnes can be set ip, and the objectirrs
are just those who prer.iously did all they could tg
impede the kolkhoz movement. A striking examrrle
is that of Honan. This was to be the model province
for the communes, but before it could become io, there
had to be a drastic purge to eliminate some highl.v
placed P_arty members in the provincial hierarchy-an
-ardlrons battle, of rvhich many details have been'pub-
lished- The purge also struck several other provinces
after May-Hopei, Shantung. Krvansi and Yunan-and
in October. Liaoning. a province of lt4anchuria.

On Auqust 15-tbe eve of Ouemoy and shortlv be-
fore the ffnal decisiorr aborrt the comrnun es-the'Peo-
ples' Journnl. the official orqan of the regime, publish-
ed a ren'rarkable editorial full of insinuations and
threats against "certain leaders" in high positions, rvho
g'ere not named. It said that:

HO did iti \,1;lro invented the communes? That
is the qLiilr:l-ii-1.;i Cveryone Was asking when the



Ausust i959

"The circumstances brought to hght in some
sectors of the central organizations of the State
show that divergences of opinion between certain
leading groups of these organizations upon cer-
tain m"aj5r qriestions, have l-ed to a long-itanding
disunitv between thetn."

This was the first time one had heard such language.
The text goes on to specify that the persons in ques-
tion are g""itty of "seri^ous Seviations tlo the right"--and
repeats that they are to be found among the leading
qr6ups which are "heads of the Party and of govern'
irenfal personnel". It adds that "many organs of the
governrient have done only second-rate work, simply
because their brains were addled".

The communes policy has become the policy of the
Party. This means, ffrst, that Mao Tse-tung, in acting
as he did, must have had the approval of the majority
of his colleagues in the council of leaders. Secondly,
it means that if the experiment should come to grief,
Mao himself cannot be blamed for it. The text of
August 29 makes no mention of him and that is a
wav of nrotectine him.

The piecaution"was iustifted, for difficulties sprang
ttp frori the beginning 6f the movement. In September

"id 
O"tob"r, riports-from the provinces were alarm-

ins. chieflv centbrine on confusjon in,the communes,

"tirir o't "i the bhslfurnaces, the exhaustion of the
workers, and the disorganization of the system of ex-
changes. We should add to all this that it became
clear after the middle of September that the Quemoy
afiair had turned into a fiasco for communist China.

The crisis was so grave that the beginning of Novem--
ber sarv the opening of a series of deliberations rvhiclr
rvas to go on fbr neally forty days. An unusual feature
was thit these u'ere held far au'ay from Peking. The
discussions started at a conference of persons chosen
by \{ao personalll' to meet him at Chengchorv, capi-
til of Hcinan. from the 2nd to the l0th of the monih.
It turned itself into a second conference at \\/trhan.
othenvise callecl Hankorv (Wuhan t's a niirne tliirt
covers this tou'n and two torvns adjoining it on the
banks of the river Yangtse in central China). \Iao
was surrounded by only part of the general staff of
directors - perhaps a sign of disagreement, or of
haste. Hos'ever that may be, after the 28th, n'hen
everybody had arrived, this reunion ffnally transformed
itself into a session of the Central Cornmittee, rvhich
lasted until December 10,'the date of its concluding
resolution.

Th decisions arrived at in Wuhan, rvhich u'ere of
maior importance, can be summed up in three points:
(1) communes were to continue: (2) the speed of
the movement was to be moderated, and (3) \'lao
Tse-tung, in his capacity as President of tl-re Chinese
People's Republic, was to be replaced, but to remain
the President of the Party.

The communes remain, so N4ao and the raajority
following him had won on their essential point. T'[re
resolution of December 10 proclaimed that the policy
being followed was correct. \4ao rvas ouce agailr
protected.
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The brakes were put on, nevertheless' In that
respect it seems clealr that the right scored some
polnts, the restraining hand was not Mao's: if it had
been, he would have taken credit for it, as in the
"reetiffcation' of 1957. He rn'ould have said, very
much as he did on that occasion: "your leaders are
driving you too hard. For my part,,I want to relieve
ttre pJo'61e, so I have asked ih6m t bt to go so fast."
Inst6adbf this he said nothing. The right, however,
got at least three concessions: the drive for village
Elast-furnaces was to stop; a certain number of right-
ists condemned in 1957 were to be rehabilitated; and
lastly, the system of communes was not to be extended
to the towns.

Finallv, there was the decision that caused the great-
est stir in'China and abroad - the "departure" of Mao
Tse-tung; .or. mo^re precisely the dqqrsiqq.thAt tre .wo,uld -

not stant for re-elEction t-o the Presidency of the Re-
nublic at the end of his 5 vear term.' What was the reason for that decision? The official
answer was that Mao found the burdens of a chief of
state onerous and fatiguing, that, relieved of them, he
rvould have more tirnd forlhe leadership of the Party,
of rvhich he remains President, and for his indispen-
sable r,r'ork of socialist teaching and refection.

Are these explanations valid? A -great par-t of the
Western press has cast doubt upon them and has pre-
ferred to maintain the hypothesis that N'Iao rvas
blan-red and given a post of less power-as the first step
to his beinf "retired." that hypothesis does not
appear to cover the facts.

- 
i,{oreover, we no\r' know that the idea of qqitting

this post rvas originally mooted by l\'lao himself, an4
that Las two yeirs ago. At the-beginning of 1957,
before the supieme council of state that he convened
to initiate thi 'lrectification" nlovement, he gave the
Partl' a kind fore-u'arning. b,r' askinq them to find
behi'een that date artd tl.re entl of his official term, a
candidate for the successiotr.

The official explanations are therefore plausible
enough; hut this clres uot rlean that they are com-
pletel They certainly do not dispel the impression
bf a crisis, 

-and 
they leave plenty of qrrestions tru-

ansrvered. Why clid N{ao i'emain perfectly silent,
instead of himse.lf explaining his reasons to the Party
and the country? Wliy did the Party fail to prepare
nrrblic ooinion. and aliorv the news to burst out and
produce'a gene.^l shock of surprise-and at such an
unfavourabi-e moment? And rvhy prolong the mystery
about the successor? Wby rvas not the latter elected
by the national assembly in January as expected? Why
aid ttre assembly defer this until N'[arch, and then
asain until April?'The 

mystery of N'lao's stlccessor was sol-ved only in
May 1959, rvhen Liu Shao-chi rvas clearly cast into
the'role of Nr-rmber Tu'o man of the regime, probably
as a result of a compromise rt'ith Chorr En-lai and his
followers. Liu Shao-chi is one of the die-liards who
gradually acquired the position of 4octrinal inten
pr:eter secondbnly to lv'lao himself. and who has made
iome of the most important statements about the
People's communes on his travels through China'



Co-operative Farmitrg
by Flemalata Acharya
(Concludad. from the Inst issae)

Talking of the individual farms, there is some evi-
dence in- their favour too. A controlled experiment
was conducted at the Agricultural Institute, Anand
(Vid,e, Study of Economic Potentialities of Five Acre
Family Farming in Charotar Tract of Gujarat, Bom-
bay State, March 1958. Bulletin 4), of four 5-acre
family farms and their performance was comparecl
with the commercial farm of the Institute about I00
acres in area. It seems that with all the disabilities
removed which necessarily fall to the lot of the sub-
niargirihl'farmers and all tlie ftcilitie's prdvlded that
are easily accessible to large farmers, a family farm
is as well suited to or more perhaps (because of its
osvcholoeical advantaee) to be an efffcient unit of
bnLrationl This assum"es'that the owners are familiar
*1th 

"rop 
rotation practice and are willing to experi-

ment wiih new teclhnique. The study is concluded
with revealing observation. To quote "the investi-
gation shows that the family farming is not all pro-
blpms and no possibilities. There are deffnite eco-
nomic potentialities in family farming. such as higher
per acre yield and er.rnings, greater volume of em-
bloyment'at the increased-rati of receipt per labour
irnil employ ed, if it is not fettered bg br{anisational
and technical hnndicap. Besid.es, these can be rea-
lized uithout high degree of co-operatian ancl mecha-
nizatiort., the oft repeated populor pautceos for far-
merf economic ilis'' (italics ours) (ibid p-80). lt{ore
studies and research of this nature rvould help us
avoid hasty generalization rvlrich has become a bane
of our political life.

In June of 1957, the present rvriter got an opportu-
nity to visit four co-operative farming societies in
Nasik District. Out of these, tl-rree happened to be
co-operative collective farming societies and one co-
operative Tenant Farming Society. Three Societies
were located in the Niphad Taluka and one in the
Dindori Taluka. Of the former two, one co-operative
collective farming and another co-operative Tenant
Farming Societies were functionine in one village
orrly. These were on the land near the river-bed and
could be cultivated only in winter. The Tenant
Farming Society was comparatively successful as its
mentbers had land elsewhere and they tvere not eco-
nomically badly off. The Society redistributed land
to mernbers every year, paid rent to the Government.
It owned farm equipments which it rented out to
members and thus collected a decent amount. It
owns its office building, it has built approach road
and has installed diesel engine to supply water to tlre
members' farms. The other co-operative collective
farminq society of which the members were the land-
less labourers was on the point of dissolrrtion. The
members were contemplating to reorganize it into a

Tenant Farming Society. The co-operative Colleetive
Farming Society at Savirrgaon \r'as on the road to
success. though it lacked irrigation facilities, godowns,

8

credit and marketing institutions. It had double culti-
vation, Its production was not too low and some
members were hard working. The co-operative col-
lective farrning Society at Ambegaon in Dindori was
almost a failure. Its plots were scattered, the mem-
bers belonged to two villages and they did not show
any interest. The farm could be cultivated only
during Kharifi season. Members had no other means
of livelihood and no resources of their own.

Therefore, it may be said that the success of the' co-operative Tenartt'Farmihg'Suciety may be attri-
buted to the members' economic strength, while the
failurg of the co-operative Collective farming societies
must be explained in terms of their economic weak-
ness, which engendered the vicious circle of ineffi-
ciency, low production, distrust and proverty. In these
Societies, wages were high a.rd output low. The
Savargaon Society fared better, but still all was not
well with it. All production requisites had not been
supplied and it was short of productive finance. Some
of the members were irregular and the manager not
very experienced. In short, all the three co-operative
Collective Farming Societies seemed to the- writer,
e-ssentially a scrcial security programme, where pro-
duction had no relation to investment, output and- in-
put remained disjointed and man-land ratio un-
favourable. They were isolated attempts to resettle
landless laboureri without co-ordinative actions rvith
rural development programmes.

It is not argued that all cr,-operative societies are
rrnder the same predicament. These case studies are
suggestive. other shrdies may contradict the ffndings
of these studies. The writer would be too happy to be
c'orrected if any exaggeratecl irc('our.rt hiis crept in.

When facile generalizations are substituted for
scientiftc investigation, the best remedy is to resort to
empirical research. Its value is beyond doubt. It
cures society of the disease "fools rush in where
angels fear to tread." Before recommending any
revolutionary change, u'e should eit dorvn quietly in a
corner and studv the reaetions of u'hat so far has been
Iegislated upon.

The issue is crystal clear. Like the curate's egg
co-operative farming is good in parts. It cannot be
cure-all. flhose who favour it are blinded by their
own doctrinaire approach. To-day, tlrey wield power.
In their rush to bring good results and to cover their:
failures, they might go to extremes. In that case.
they will do more harm than good to the cause of
freedom. Co-operative farming is recommended for
raising production and generating employment. Even
if rrroduction increases, the mobilization of surplus
will necessitate the use of force, for immediately this
additional production is bound to be consumed by the
earstwhile under-nourished nrembers of the farm. As
to employment, by no stretch of imagination one can
srrl'that co-operative farming rvill absi;rb more peoplc
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on the farm work. Other avenues of employment
rnust synchronise with any change in the rural iector.
Co-operative f arming would hun dis guis ed. unemploy-
ment into open unemployment if production of the
farm is rationalized. in case it maintains this large
labour force on the farm, for long time to come, t[e
average incolne will remain low. There won t be any
incentive left for members to continue as members
of the farm, as their standard of living will not im-
prove nu_ch. - Co-operative farm may cleate employ-
irent in developrneital work, Iike bunfing and incil-
lary' -services. But such employment opporhrnities
could be broadcast even under individual larmins.

Therefore if co-operative farming is to do wha"t is
expected of it, that is to mobilize surplus, this cannot
be done without exercising control on farmers' con-
.sumption- The organization of co-operative. farms will
commence in the atmosphere of threats, discrimination
and fear. If these fail, the whole rural structure will
be disintegrated and in the place of stability, we shall
face crisis on the econrmic front. Instead of taking
the next step hastily rrefore the land reforms have
been fully inplemented let us find out as to why land
reforms have been cilcumvented. It is no use multi-
plyrng co-operative credit societies, if small farmers
are kept outside their orbits. When institutional inno-
vations bogged the path of progress, is it advisable to
have still more institutions? They crush the people
under their burden. In India villagers are more com-
munity minded than the urban folk. With tle edu-
cation in co-operation and estab[shment of co-opera-
tive institutions, perhaps villagers themselves would
realue the value of co.operative living. In the Gram-
dan villages this may take place soon. This springs
from the intellectual comprehending of co-operation.
In Gennany Raiffeissen pioneered in this field. It u'as
voluntary. Co-operative spirit cannot be forcecl. It
does not remain co-operative though it may have its
advantages.

Yet one cloes not share the fear of those u'ho are
opposed to co-operative farming for they see in it
ultimate defeat of human freedom. As pointed out
above, if stage by stage farmers voluntarily see the
utility of joint cultivation and accept it in one form
or another, co-operative farming may not be so dis-
astrous as it is made out to be. A pragmatic and not
a doctrinaire approach is recommended. Every re-
gion, every district, every village has its particular
ethos and no one solution may be fruitful. That is
."here decentralization of power and processes must
have precedence over control and co-ordination.

Freedom has its own tenacity. It has survived
many falls. It seems quite certain in the age of
nuclear energy that socialism and communism are
far behind the times. Democracy and freedom have
lost their old glamour. No country stands alone,
though it may try to do so. Annihilation of human
race is easy but its survival will demand of us all a
rethinking on all issues. Sociologists have diagnosed
the present malaise as due to culture-lag i.e. nations
seek power while the world has become one. Simply
put s'e :rre neslectin{I n.rfln by institutionalizing him.
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He can't survive alone, but he feels, isolated. He has
become a maniac. It is this fear-complex that rules
the r.vorld. In this race -of doing everything in short
!qq, i{ one boldly stands for 'go slow' one may be
dubbed a reactionary, but training in democracy goes
on at a snaifs pace. It must fol"low value build'lng.
Democracy of iomon'ow will be a world conscioris
democracy. It should be.

Co-operative farming is a test case. It has awake-
ned us to our duty. The answer to co-operative farm-
ing is an alternative, that eliminates food shortage,
precipitates the rate of economic growth and at the
same time reeducates man in the ideals of freedom
and democracy. Poverty is degrading and it is a
defect of human spirit. We haveto strive after eradi-
cating poverty. Let all those who cherish freedomn

. come together and-work out" a plan that does not jeo^ ,

pardize all that they stand for. No individual alone
ean do that. For this we may not form a party, nor
shouid we care for an audience. Every individual
should do a bit of heart searching and intellectuals a
good lot of open thinking. All 'isms' so far have
thought of reordering society. The stage is set for
renraking of man. Economics has created a vaculrm.
Science has upset the apple cart of man's expectation.
It is only Sociology that can bring together Science
and Society. But it is no use to be too optimistic. All
that can be said in the end is, we must see ahead and
not behind and learn from the failures of the past,
about the follies of man-and at the same time we
must never lose faith in man's capacity to save his
soul amidst all that is done to throttle it. A critical
reader ma-v impatiently cry out that his question 'what
does co-operative farming convey! is unansrvered.
But it means all these and manv things more. He
must ffnd his ot-n ans\\'er. It is enough that he has
raised the same question at the encl. The purpose of
this essav is half fulfilled ! ! !

(lllclff 7'O 1'nOPEll't)'-Cortlirrrrcrl frrtn pttgc 5)

achieved through the abolition of private property-
Liberal philosophers like Locke, Turgot and Jefferson
have clearly sho'ivn that the owning of property
strengthens individual freedom; And it is this concept
of irxlividual fleedonr, s,hich gives clemocracy, its
distinctive profile. The belief of our Nerv Dellii
Planners in Socirilism (rvhich makes them think in
terms of constitutional encroachnrents into the domain
of the individual ) is based on the pathetic assumption
that Socialism signiffes materinlism, a higher standard
of living. Actuilly, the so-called rnirterialism of the
Socialisiway of life'is an inverted kind of materialism
finding its scope in gigar.rtomania by building c-olossal
structures and voicing the usual slogan of production
and more production at the expense of urgent con-
sumer needs irnd dismissing infornred criticism as
"reactionary or lacking even a grair-r of intelligence". It
is high tirne we put a itop to this retnorseless process of
diveiting the people of their property rights, if we,are
to preseive tfie Jpirit of dernocirrcy as distinguished
from its outer trappings.
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COMMUNISNI WITHOUT DICTATORSHIP-Cant'd from Pcge 2
enougir, its one serious efiort to set up a big industry
brought it only opposition. It opened negotiaticns
with the northern firm of Birla, which despite s<lme
Gandhian associations has come to stand, in the eyes
of the left, for the capitalist enemy in its most
obnoxious form. The R.S.P. were horrified, and it is
believed that many communists protested,

Next, there broke a series of financial scandals about
the party leaders. The public vrere all the more
willing to believe these because of the ascetic claims
made on behalf of the ministers. E.lvI.S. was a red
saint, and all his colleagues were going to show their'
proietarian integrity by riding to the Secretariat on
bicycles. In fact the communist ministers go,,about
in cars and draw pay and allowances at a somewhat
higher rate than their Congress predeccessors. There
are persistent stories of dubious business deals and of
subtle legal devices to avoid the nationalisation of
leaders'landed estates. The bloom of innocence has
deffnitely been rubbed off the Kerala Communist
Party.

Though they do not like it, the public €ue accus-
tomed to individual corruption. This regime, however,
began to be accused of corruption of a new kind-
corruption for the party; and since the sums involved
are very large it is distinctly more shncking. It lr'as
announced at the Amritsar Party Congress that rvithin
a year the Kerala unit had collected Rs. 25 lakhs
( g 175,000 ) for the party fund. It is obvious that
such a sum was not collected by legitimate means.

There can be little doubt that one of the illegitimate
means was the notorious Andhra rice cleal. In the
summer of 1957 the Kerala Government bought some
20,000 tons of rice from Andhra through a hitherto
unknown ffrm strongly suspeeted to consist of party
members. The usual precautions about tendel's were
er.acled, ancl the price u'as rrnduly high. So greirt
u'as the protest that the government hacl to subn'rit
the matter to a judicial inquiry and on the very in-
complete material before him the judge found that
more than asrakh ( €,7500) had been wasted. Almost
all those I met were convinced that the Kerala
Government had transrnitted large amoutlts of pub-
lic money to the all-India Party.

The opposition became an organised carnpaign of
resistance u'hen the Education Bill u'as passed last
year. The conh'oversial sections of this Bill provicle
that in privately managed schools receiving state
grants, instead of the manager the state will hence-
forth collect fees and pay the staff; sums necessary
for upkeep will be sranted on apolication by the
manager; and staff will be appointed, not at the dis-
cretion of the manager but by the state public service
commission. Such provisions are not revolutionarv
and have been accepted elsewhere. But Kerala is
exceptional in that a sreat n.rajority of the schools are
privately managecl. TIre managing bodies are mostly
Clrristian nrissions an<l Hindrr social service orqa-
rrisatior.rs. The nrrrirbel of schools inr.olved is laige
,(:rbor.rt 700C) and clespite sonie aclmit'tecl abuses thcr-
have clonc fine u'ork, - The Act substantially deprive,s

l0

these enterprising bodies of their educational func-
tions, endangers school discipline, and (most feared
of all) openJthe way to invaiion of the siafis by com-
munists. The teaching of communist doctrine in the
schools -has already begun through the prescribed
text-books.

The Christian school managers objected from the
start. The main denominations folmed a ioint com-
mittee of bishops, and this was soon loinbd by the
Hindu rnanagements, in particuiar by the 

'Nair
Service Society. They negotiated for more than a
year, and the Bill went to the Suprerne Court, but it
was passed in a form which was still so obiectionable
to them that the pi'ivate schools almost unanimously
resolved to remain closed when the new term begair
on June I tl'js- year. AII the other protesting groups
joined in, and from a series of agitations against spe6i-
fic acts it became a "liberatibn war" -( aimofhana
xntwra) aimed at compelling the Government of
India to remove the Kerala Ministry. Direct action
began on the 12th June.

When I visited Kerala I had heard of the party
cells, but I was snrprised to find that they and their
misdeecls cropped up in nearly e*'e.y 

"onrrersation.As the leaders told me, the twannv of the cells had
pushed the more specific grievancei, even the Ecluca-
tio-l Act, into_the background. This apparatus of
cells bega_n to be formed soon after the ministry took
over. It has been guilty of a good deal of violence;
one important opposition leader said emphaticalll.. "Lrt
least a score of murders" and I heard higher estimates.
All admitted that there had been some lritting back.
btrt insisted that the communists had begun ii. The
government backs the cells to tlie full. Police and
judicial officers 'ivho take action against comntunists
are transferred, and sentences upon communists are
cancelled. Partisans of the governnrent are thus
practically licenseci to clo irs they please.

The cells are not only an apparatus of violer-rce.
Tliey lrave extenclecl their function rrntil, :rs everr-'bodv
assureC me, outside the big towns it is impossible to
get official business done except through the cells.
The ordinary irclnrinistration and the police are l-,r:lp-
less, since unless the appropriate cell gives its ap-
proval, their decisions are countermanded from above.
Several of those whom l talked to used phrases like "a
parallel administration."

The cells of course demand fees for their services.
Worse than the scandals about the leaclers it is state-
wide scandal of the rank and ffle of the partv busy
making rroney, and goocl money too, mos'tly for th'e
first time in their lives. Porver and affiuence have of
course gone to their heads, and they make themselves
generally hated. Trvo of my infolmants referrecl to
Djilas's bookThe Nea Class. I do not dor-rbt that the
reports of oppression and cxtortation I hearcl n'ere
tme, but, it rvas also possible to detect the clisr.nav of
hitherto privileged and respectable at the presump-
tion of the lorvlv sudclenlv exalted.

The party lras other busincss. That n,hicli onr: henr'-.
most of is the lirbour cooperatives. At leirst ovcr large
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areas they have established a -ti-ght organisation of
rural and'even urban unskilled labour. They have a
rnoaopoly of the lucrative toddy business, fot example'
Pubh6 and private employers are compelled tg take
labour fromihe cooperatives, observe their conditions,
and pay wages andlees to them' How far the actual
*ork'"r'proft-ts is questionable; certainly much of his
eamingi is chann6led into -the -pockets o[ the secre-

taries ind the party. Scandals have been brought to
the Assembly ind'large sums have been- mentioned.
But the hitherto despised low-caste worker gains -in
status and gets prote^ction, and his class seems to be
faithful to ihe iabour cooperatives. Probably these
organisations will be the main support of the party
in-the next election.- - 

Since linnah's successful campaign. in the 1940's to
mobilise'Muslim sentiment againsithe Congress, the
exoloitation of anv kind of sectional feeling has been
."it"a communaliim and in the ofrcial view it is the
ultimate uolitical sin. But India is a multiple soci€ty
of castes^ and sects. In practice it is impossible to

"r."p" 
communalism, and-very few in any party make

at y ^*holeh"arted attempt to do-sn.
frte commr-tnists argui that the opposition is com-

munal: it expresses iG sectional interests and senti-
*""ir of the Catholics and the Nairs. It would be

".ruallv 
iust to replv that the communists exploit the

i"'"tioti"i sentimeiti of the lower castes. They have
siven speciffc educational concessions to the Ezhavas,
ihe larfest of the formerly- untouchable castes'

The 
*asitation 

aqainst the Education Act is not a

monopof of the eatholics. All the other Christian
bodiei tike part. The foreign 1ea{e-r will perhaps
be best convinced if I mention the Church of South
India, a recent fusion of the Anglican, Methodist and
some other Protestant Churches, with a marked inclin-
ation towards pecifism and the political left. Tliis
body supports ihe movement as frmly as the Catho-
lic Church itself.

The Nair Service Society is in a sense a communal
bodv. but its spirit is not narrow, Its leader, Mr.
Il{annath Padmanabhan, a venerable man of over
80. told me that he founded it M years ago, and that
he'has collected from the Nair community some 3
million, to found dozens of schools and lbout -eight
colleges, all open to all communities. Though he
tuorki in the nime of the N'airs, a comparatively pros-
Derous caste. he claims to befriend all communities'
he aoplaudi intermarriage, and looks forward with

^pprd.i"l 
to the evenhral 

-disappeatance of caste. He
..roke of his hish reqard for the late Sri Narayan
irrr*, " saint wh-o was-born in the Ezlrava caste, and
he has .named one of his colleges after Mahatma
Gandhi.

These deep-rooted feelings do of course come into
nlav. but thd main disputei have no relation to caste

br ielisious sect. Chriitian bishops of different deno-
minati6ns. and the Nair leader, told rne that the
.nou"*"ri had developed quite beyond the protest
aqainst the Education Act into an agitation against
th"re comrnunists' parallel administration and terroristn
and the government denial of justice'

Freedom First

The Christian leaders knerv, at least abstractly,
r,vhat to expect from a Communist Government, and
do rfot seem greatly surprised at what has hap-pened.
The Nair leader, who until two years ago had taken
the comrnunists' promises more or less at their face
value,'sltowed a ieal revulsion. These men, he said
to me, do not know what truth is. They have no
sense of iustice. Even the British rulers respected the
iudgements of law courts: these men just disregard
ifrem. They are not fit to rule. There can be no
comprornise: they must go. I think I am justified-irr
taking this as a representative sentiment. The edu-
catedpeople of Kelala have had their eyes open-ed.
They [now now that comrnunism is not just another
political,er..,econonric " 

policy.

It should not be assumed, however, that the com-
munists' opponents would lecessarily win a fairly^
conducted-6lection. There has been a revulsion of
feelins amonq the educated. On the other hand, the
comm"unists liave probably gained support among the
poorest and hitherto most oppressed qeople.^ The
lemand of the opposition within Kerala is for an
early election. T[; all-India Cdngress leaders hesi-
tated for a long time before endorsing this demand,
which suggests-that they are not convinced that an
election could be won. The communists also oppose
it, which suggests that they are not sure of suc'cess

either.

Some realisation of the truth is at last spreading
beyond the state. At first the press and the leaders
of 

' opinion outside Kerala rvele almost uniformly
hostiie to the direct action movement. But it has
continued norv lgith gror,'ing strength for a month; a
thousand or more people are arresied every-day' and
quite a number hive been killed- The follorvers of
Gandhi cannot pass bv on the other side, or tell their
fellow-citizettt ii-t K".iln to rely on the constitutional
remedy and wait for the election in 1962. 

- 
They are

beginning to see the force of the Kerala leaders'reply,
thit if th-e comrnuuists remain in power another three
years they will make a fair election impossible.

These events are instructive for sfudents of com-
munism. Here rvas the first practical test of the ner'v

narliarnentarv nolicv. Of alf Communist Parties the
^indian *"t ih" most likely to h'y it out honestly.
Namboodiripad gave all the asslrrances that could
have been aiked lor, but he r,vent ahead buildng up a

totalitarian apparahrs rvhich would have completely
falsified the fromises made at Amritsar that Commu-
nist Governnient rvould allos'full liberty of opposition'

It is impossible to set up a communist state with-
out dictato^rship. The parliimentary -Policy has broken
down, and it fras doni so not only llecause Namboo-
diripad could not exercise terror against his oppon-
ents^, but because he could not exercise terror ag-ainst

his iollowers. It is not so much the policies of the
caUinet as the corruption, rapacity and insolence of
tlre nartv rank and file that have provoked the present
,n,rsi r.esistance rvhich q'ill in all probability soon bring
the Communist Govemment of Kerala to an end'
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With Mariy Voices
"The deep

Moans round witll many voices, Come, my friends,
'Tis not too late to seek a nev./er world."

-Tennysott.

We are being driven.to the point where we orve it
to our self-resp6ct to ask the question whether we can
berriendswithchina-o"?/i,oliiffi;f## jll,i1t:

For the Prime Minister it is a period of confusion
as well as anguish because the two foundations on
which hii foreign as well as defense policies are
based have begun to sink in the r\ing subsoil water
of Tibet-friendship with China and co-existence with
communists bo& at home and abroad.

-Dr. Krishnalal Shridharani, Anr'rita Bazar
Patrika, June 30.

Neluu, sitting on his tall fence, prefers to be
thought of as ifair and impartial Prime Minister of
Inclii rather tlan as a m6mber of a party which
alwavs has onposed communisrn.' :i;ttarokh Sabavala, New Leader, June 8.

\'Ir. Nehru was keen on banding the Afro-Asian
countries together against Western imp-erialisms at the
Bandung Conference, but he seems to be unwilling to
band them together again, as Mr. Jayaprakash Narayan
is trtine to db, against an Eastern imperialism when
the *'icEm of thJs imperialism is itself an Asiatic
country. -Cioil Liberti.es Bulletin, July 1959.

China has prepared a secret plan or a blue print for
establishing a Himalayan federation c-on-sistin_g 

-of
Ladakh, Ntpal, Sikkim and Bhutan and the North-
East Frontier Agency under lier suzerainty.

-H. f,l Kamath, Tinrcs of lntlia, July 20.

,/ ff fib"t is an internal affair of China, how does

"/apartheid in South Africa become the close concern of
tnd;a? -Frank l\4oraes, lndian Express, July 4.
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If the Chinese have not startecl yet to say something
about Shri Nehru's action irr Kerala, it is only because
they have been advised that such a move would not
pay, otherwise they are only too anxious to score up
Kerala against Tibet.

, -Dr. Krishnalal strridharalL*Wfi,I:^X
". 1',,:i-j:g"'', 'lt"' "

Some people charge that the Soviets are interested
in taking over Ifldia. India has too many problerns of
her own.

-Nikita Khrushchev, Eoening N ews of lndia,
July 8.

In fact, today, it is Mr. Ilamboodiripad and the
Kerala communists who'are providing the Congress
with a model of democracy and example in non-
violence.

-R. K. 1(s1snjia, Bktz,ltiy I0,

What the Communist Government in Kerala has
done in 30 months is what the Congress has been
fromising to the people of India since the turn of the
centurv.'-Mrs. K. R. Gowii, Kerala Revenue Minister,

Times of India, July 19.

Editors: S'rrpnrN SprNoen & IrtIsLvrN J. Lesrt

Single Copy Re. L Annual Rs. 12

For members of the I.C.C.F. Rs. 10/-

ENCOUNTER is sold in India by all good booksellers,
including International Bookhouse, 9 Ash Lane, Bombay;
Central News Agency, Delhi; Foreign Publishers Agency,
Grand l{otel Arcade, Calcutta; and Higginbotham's,
lr,ladras. The U.K. acldrcss of ENCOUNTER is 25
Halnnarket, London S.W.l.

lvlr. Mannath Padmanabhan, the 82.yex old leader
of the Kerala Liberation lvlovement, asked the Centle
to take a lesson from the Kerala events and prohibit
the communists from contesting elections in other
parts of India. In fact, the Communist Party should
be driven out of the countrv, he demanded.' 

-Times of India, July 20.

Mr. Namboodiripad recently stated with pride tliat
the Section 144 has been applied in Kerala only at two
or three places. He is right; Section 144 is applied as
preventive action and the communistb are not interest-
ed in prevention. The work of striking terror is now
being left to the goondas.- 

-K. M- \,Iunshi, Hinchstan Tintes, July 19,

Let us not forget that the Constitution is for the
people and not the people for the Constitution.

-Mrs. Indira Gandhi, Times of lndia, July 26.

Parties may come and parties may go, but the
Congress will live on for ever.- _N. Sanjiva Reddi, 

frir;^#:;t;n,",i i,ixrla:
Socialism in a poor country can only mean that it

will remain permanently poor. Instead of producing
rvealth in the real sense it may equalise poverty.

-Prirne lvlinister Nehrti, Malabar Herald, July 18.
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