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BREAKTHROUGH AT SIMLA?

A. G. Noorani

SMALL minds and great empires go ill together, it
has been said. The reaction to the Simla Agree-
ment in this country would suggest that the smallest
minds are of those who talk most of India’s bigness.
Their accountancy of the gain and the loss from the
agreement is erroneous, their history is all wrong, and
their vision of India’s role in South Asia is a singularly
narrow one.

The Simla Agreement which Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi and President Bhutto signed in the early hours
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of July 3 is quite unlike the previous Indo-Pak accords
on the termination of armed clashes. The Kashmir
Plebiscite Agreement embodied in the UNCIP’s resolu-
tion of January 5, 1949, and the Kutch Arbitration
Agreement of June 1965 were meant to resolve the
disputes that had led to the limited wars. The Tashkent
Declaration of January 1966 really sought no more
than a restoration of the status quo ante bellum in the
western Indo-Pak border where alone the war of
September 1965 had been fought. There was provision,

of course, for further talks but both the sides knew
its futility in view of their respective positions. Once
the Declaration was implemented and a deadlock
reached in the Indo-Pak talks on Kashmir, the
greatest beneficiary of the Tashkent accord became
the mediator, Russia. On every conceivable occasion,
tlll very recently, it recalled the Declaration and, by
implication, its own role. Now all that is relegated to

“the past.

The Simla Agreement is the first major political
accord arrived at directly between India and Pakistan
since the Nehru-Mohammed Ali accord on Kashmir
declared on August 20, 1953. It fell through because
Pakistan sought American arms soon thereafter. But
the Indo-Pak equation is now altogether different. A
war was fought on both the eastern and western
sectors and Pakistan was decisively defeated. Worse
still, it finally lost the eastern wing. In consequence
India has emerged as the Power in South Asia. Any
agreement now with the vanquished must achieve two
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