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THE CHOICE BEFORE US

M. R. Masani

CCORDING to a resolution adopted by the All
India Congress Committee on July 20, an admit-
ably “grave economic sitnation” is being turned into
“a grave political one” by vested interests. While the

= attempt to blame this process on the political oppon-

{

ents of the Congress Party is a laughable one, the
transformation is unquestionable. The national crisis
has undoubtedly sharpened considerably during the
past few weeks.

Prices and cost of living are constantly moving
upwards. Shortages are developing in one new com-
modity after another, the latest being soap which, for
the first time in Indian history, has gone underground.

New Delhi’s attempt to cope with the inflation of its
own making by a series of Ordinances — themselves a
violation of the spirit of the Constitution — are noth-
ing but quackery of the crudest kind. By concentrating
on the monetary blade of the scissors of inflation and
neglecting the blade of production, these measures will
only aggravate the malady. By striking at the roots of
confidence and by discouraging saving and invest-
ment, these measures will only further retard pro-
duction, aggravate the economic collapse, increase
unemployment and in the end lead to more inflation,
We have no hesitation in forecasting that, if these
policies are persisted in, the rise in prices will not be
less than 100 per cent this time next year. These
gimmicks emanate from those who are guilty for the
past twenty years of leading this country to disaster.

In his speech on the Budget, Mr. N. A. Palkhivala
observed that what India needs today is a U'turn, i.e.,
a complete reversal of those Marxist policies which
have brought us to our present plight.

But who is to carry out this ‘Utumn? Certainly not
the drivers at present at the wheel. They have to be
removed and replaced and this, as the AICC resolu-
tion complained, is where the economic crisis inevit-
ably gets converted into a political one. No vested
interests are needed to bring about this operation.
History does so through the people.

The political revolution started with the students
of Gujarat who showed what could be done to topple
a corrupt and rootless government. Their inability to

follow through and their fizzling out, though deplor-
able, cannot take away from the magnitude of their
achievement.

Now comes Bihar, where events are likely to follow
an altogether different course thanks to the emergence
on the scene of a man who has increasingly come to
symbolise the conscience of this country over the last
two decades. The importance of Jayaprakash Narayan,
on whose shoulders the mantle of Gandhiji has fallen,
is on the one hand to curb the excesses of Gujarat and
perhaps to slow down success and on the other hand
to give the movement timber and stamina to last out
the course and not fizzle out after a transient triumph
by way of the removal of the Ghafoor government and
the dissolution of the State Assembly.

The revolution on which Jayaprakash has set this
country is one to provide hope in place of cynical dis-
pair and an assertion of the people’s will in place of a
helpless seeking for deliverance by outside forces.

In my Rajaji Birthday lecture, delivered in January
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Poor Lenin! His inheritors have treated his
body with the same cool cynicism with which
they have manipulated his memory. Veteran
author Eugene Lyons tells the macabre story
about Lenin’s canonisation and embalming,

Internationally renowned daneer Mrinalini
Sarabhai is amongst our esteemed contribu-
tors this month. She reviews the letters of our
first President, Dr Rajendra Prasad, which
were recently published by his secretary.

Unctad has revealed the shocking cost of
India’s “brain drain”. Why do our promising
doctors' leave India® Geeta Doctor tells us in
her amusing article.

Telephones are sometimes more of a
nuisance than a help. Feroza Paymaster
narrates what happens when she tries to
make a direct call to Delhi.

















































	267 - August 1974 - 1
	The Choice Before Us - M. R. Masani
	Between You & Me and the Lamp Post
	Our Czechoslovakia
	'Detente' Deflated
	Indians Seige 'Gulag'!
	Socialism = Apartheid
	Hu-Tu-Tu World Champions!
	Makarios No Angel
	Open Letter to Tito
	The Body in Lenin's Tomb - Eugene Lyons
	Doctors in Distress - Geeta Doctor
	Tooh ... Tooh ... Tooh ... - Feroza Paymaster
	Review: Presidential Missives
	Review: Chronicle Reappears
	Letter: Then and Now
	Citizens for Democracy
	With Many Voices

