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THE CHOICE BEFORE US 
M. R. Masani 

A CCORDlNG to a resolution adopted by the AU 
India Congress Committee on July 20, an admit­

ably "grave economic situation" is being turned into 
"'a grave political one" by vested interests. While the 

~attempt to blame thi!i process on the political oppon­
ents of the Congress Party is a laughable one, the 
transformation is unquestionable. The national crisis 
has undoubtedly sharpened considerably during the 
past few weeks. 

Prices and <:ost of living are constantly moving 
upwards. Shorta!t?;es are de\'eloping in one new com­
modity after another, the latest being soap which, for 
the first time in lnclian history, has gone underground. 

New Delhi's attempt to rope with the inflation of its 
own making by a series of Ordinances- themseh·es a 
violation of the spirit of the Constitution - are noth­
ing but quackery of the crudest kind. By concentrating 
on the monetary blade of the scissors of inflation and 
neglecting the hlad<' of production, these measures will 
only aggravate the malady. By striking at the roots of 
con6dcnce and hy discouraging saving and invest­
ment, these m<"asures will only further retard pro­
duction, aggravate the economic collapse, increase 
unemployment and in the end lead to more inflation. 

:::. We have no hcsltation in forecasting that, if these 
policies nrc persisted in, the rise in prices will not be 
less than 100 per cent this time next year. These 
gimmicks cmannte from thos<' who are guilty for the 
past twenty years of leading this country to disaster. 

In his speech on the Budget, Mr. N. A. Palkbivala 
observed that what India needs today is a 'U'tum, i.e., 
a compktc reversal of those Marxist policies which 
have brought us to our prt>Sent plight. 

But who is to carry out this 'U'turn? Certainly not 
the drivers at present at the wheel. They haYe to be 
removed and replaced and this, as the AICC resolu­
tion complaint-d. is where the economic crisis inevit­
ably gets conv<·rtcd into a political one. No vested 
interests are needed to bring about this operation. 
History does so through the people. 

The political revolution started \vith the students 
of Gujarat who showed what could be done to topple 
a corrupt and rootless government. Their inability to 

follow through and their fizzling out, though deplor­
able, cannot take away from the magnitude of their 
achievement. 

Now comes Bihar, wlwre l~vents are likely to follow 
an altogether different course thanks to the emergence 
on the scone of a man who has increasingly come to 
symbolise the conscit•ncc of this counb.y over the last 
two decades. TI1e importance of Jayaprakash Narayan, 
on whose shoulders the mantle of Gandhiji has fallen. 
is on the one hand to curb th<' excesses of Gujarat and 
perhaps to slow clown success and on the other hand 
to give the mO\'cment timber and stamina to last out 
the course and not Szzle out after a transient triumph 
by way of the removal of the Ghafoor government and 
tht' dissolution of the State Assemblv. · 

1l1c revolution on which J ayaprakash has set this 
country is one to provide hope in place of cynical dis­
pair and an assertion of the people's will in place of a 
helpless seeking for deliverance by outside forces. 

In my Rajaji Birthday lecture. delivered in January 
(Contin•tctl on page 15) 
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Betuseen You '1, Me and The Lamp Post

Our CzechoslovqLia?

fT is always easy to detect other people's imperialism
I brlt rarely one's own. That quality belongs to the
discerning few. This is a pity, because anti-imperialism,
like charity, should begin at home.

These thoughts are provoked by the manner in
which the Indian Government and the Indian press
dealt with the situation in the neighbouring country
of Sikkim during the gast few weeks. There was little
sympathy for the Chogyal of Sikkim in his plight or
for his plea for the rnaintenance of the identity of his
country and kingdom.

If the Chinese communists had dealt in a similar
manner with the King of Nepal in league with the
Communists in Nepal, as our Govermnent has done in
leagrie with the Sikkim Congress, cries of rage and
outrage lvould have come from New Delhi and
reverberated in the columns of our newspapers.

The otrreration of eroding the independence of
Sikkim and making it a vassal of India, its great and

lnwerful neighbour, was effected under the cover of
the allegedly democratic slogan of "ongman, one vote."
Even in a homogeneous society, this is a very limited
understanding of democracy as it would permit of the
tyranny of the majority. In Sikkim, this slogan had no
sense as, by a process of massive immigration from
Ne1nl, the people of Sikkim have now been reduced
to a minority in their own country. It is for these
authentic Sikkimese that the Chogyal rightly pleaded,
but he was ground to suLxnission between the two
millstones of the Neu/ Delhi administration on the one
hand and the local politicos on the other.
One need not shed too many tears for the Chogyal,

amiable and patriotic as he is. Our real grief is for the
people of Sikkim. Steeped in ignorance of the condi-
tions in India and elsewhere and led by power-mad
politicians, who are a carbon copy of our own Con-
gress politicns, they have now been led to ask for
integration into our rapidly fading parliamentary
system and the lunacy of our planning system. God
help theml Before many years have passed they will
be sufiering from similar exploitati,on by these politi-
cians, the same cotruption and the same mueries in
place of $u$r tradiuonally contented way of Me.- It \s noisurprislng that Peking should, irr an official
New China News dispatch on July 14, have compared
India's activities in Sikkim to the Russian operation
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in Czechoslovakia in 1968: "In short, the above-
mentioned two incidents are the products of power
politics of bullying small countries by big ones. One is
a Super-Porver and the another (meaning India) is a
sub-Super-Power. One takes the nrantle of the old
Tzars while the other steps into the boots of colonial-
ists. One carries out the expansion in alt parts of the
w'orld while the other expands in South Asia. This is
the root cause for the Soviet revisionists' praise of
India's annexation of Sikkim."

It is always funny when the pot calls the kettle black.
While not altogether repudiating Peking's exaggera-
ted statements, may we suggest that the take over of
Tibet by Peking provides an even more relevant
comparison?

'Detente' Deflated v

f ET us be grateful that Mr. Nixon's recent visit to
U Mos"o. was a fop, for any *achievement" could
only have been at the cpst of the su-fferifrg people of
Russia on the one hand and the maintenance of 'peace

on the other. The world press, in the interest of the
phoney "detente", has tried to cover up this basic
failure, and the Indian press could hardly be expected
to do any better.

How many people in India know, for instance, that
on the eve of President Nixon's arrival in Moscow,
Academician Andrei Sakharov, the father of the
Soviet H Bomb, released an open letter from his
apartment in Moacow to Mr. Nixon and Mr. Brezhnev
calling on them to include "the basic rights of Man"
in their snurnrit discussions? Naming specificaiiy
eighty-ffve'prisoners of conscience" in Soviet prisons
and estimating that there are 10,000 more, Sakharov
bravely demanddd their freedom as also freedom of
thought and information in line with the United
Nations Declaration which has been signed by the
two governments. "If you shun humane tasks," he said,
"you deprive your meetings of a vital spiritual force
. . . and you cannot attain your lofty aims of peace
and security."

Not content with this, Sakharov entered on a hunger
strike to protest against the Soviet repressions. Reports
from Moscpw reveal that the net result of this has
been the telease of lr'lajor-General Pyotr Grigorenko
who, the age of 67, rvas placed in a lunatic asylum
for his political crime of speaking up for the subiect
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peoples of thp Soviet empire five years earlier.
Senator Henry Jackson, a possible Democratic

candidate for the US Presidentship, speaks for decent
people everywhere when he says: "If there is to be
trrle detente there must be a movement of people and
ideas across the international frontiers-not iust cargo.'

New Delhi, however, has, as we shall see, its own
ideas on this subject somewhat at variance with those
of the Democratic Senator.

Indians Seize'Gulag'!

f TNDER this sensational title the Daily Telegraph
u of London of July l1 announces the action of the
Indian Customs in seizing 7,000 copiis of Alexander
Solzhenitsyn's Giag Archipelngo. The New Delhi
oorreslrondent of the Dailg Telegroph, not unfairly,
attributes this to the Indian Government's 'being con-
'cerned at offending Russia" and reminds his readers
how the film "From Russia With Love'had to be re-
titled 'Frrcm Ofi With Love" before Mrs. Gandhi's
Covefnment felt that they had done enough to soothe
the Kremlint susceptibilitiest

While the Customs in Bombay and Delhi have
behaved reasonably, those in Calcutta are the real
ofienders. It is to be hoped that this childish atternpt
which, in any case, will prove to be futile, will be
abandoned quickly without besmirching this country's
name abroad any further.

Socialism:Apartheid

a.lN %th June, a mob of youDg men and urchins
V invaded the Oberoi Sheraton Hotel in Bombay,
stamped and danced on sofas and tables, smashed
whatevo they could, blasted soda water bottles, uied
to pull ofi ceiling decorations and started harrassing

. Indians who happened to be engaged in their legiti-
r rnsto business in the lobby. For some obscure reason,

tbe police watched this disgraceful performance which
went on from 6 p.m. and it was only at 8 p.m. that this
mob was dispersed by a cane chalge in the face of
which several ran away, leaving thirteen students tb be
pushed into the waiting police van. It is not without
iigniftcanc" thct while demonstrating against the
'black moneywallahs" who are supposed to patronize
the hotel, the demonstrators also shouted "Indira
Gandhi Zindabad", overlooking the fact that she is
arnong the 'black moneywallahs" best friend. That
the inspiration for this disgraceful performanoe @rne
from where it did is not surprising, since the whole
campaign of 'garibi hatao" has been built on nothing
better than that meanest of human instincts - envy.

fn case anyone thought that this exhibition would
be repudiat.d by the Congress Party's student wing,
they were in for a surprise. On the contrary, on 28th

June, the "National Student Union of India" declared

Freedon FN

from Delhi that thoy wero responsible for this fint
battle in the 'anti-luxury drive." The Convener who
claimed this was none other than R, Kumaramangalam,
who is no doubt carrying on the good work of his
communist father, Mohan Kumaramangalaml

According to press messages, tho deman& of these
young hooligans were that Indians should not be allow-
ed to enter Five Star hotels, whic*r should be maintained
exclusively for foreigners, nor should any Indian be
allowed to own or drive an imprted car. This is their
precious solution to the problem of inflation.

Perhaps these boys have not heard of 'apartheid',
which is considered to be an exhibition of disgraceful
racism in South Africa, where coloured people like
Indians and Blacks are not allorved to enter ffrst clxs
hotels. In India evidently, what is knovrn as'ap*heid
in South Africa becomes socialism, a state of affaim
where the citizen of his own country is to be debarred
from going to first class hotels and driving cars of the
best quality.

Hu-Tu-Tu World Champions!
IR India has excelled itself with its latest hoarding
cartoon which says:
.INDIA WORLD CHAMPIONST
HU-TU.TU TY/4.
Fortunately no other country plays this game."

We have always felt that tho Indian cricket team
and its antics deserve ridicule rather than censure.
The Air India tako off is exactly what is called for.

"It is not cricket." This phrase shows how cricket
has, for sorne reason, more than other sport, become
the epitome of sportsmanship and good behaviour.
For the same re,rson, the antics of the mernben of the
Indian cricket team visiting England stood out all the
worse.

Nobody can cavil at the sound thrashing the
Indian team received on three successive occasioars.
They obviously were an inferior teem and they got
progressively dernoralised. Tlris is all pa* of the game.
It can happen to anyone. It is the extra-curricular acti-
vities of these gentlemen which have ouhaged national
feeling in India.

The way in which the entire team not only turned
up disgracefully late at a reception given in their
honour by Mr. B. K. Nehru, the Indian High Com-
missioner, and then, on being reprimanded by their
country's representative, sulked like little ctrildren and
sat in their car outside waiting for an apology was
something unforgivable. Tho High Commissioner, who
had a duty to dissociate his oountry from this exhibi-
tion of bad manners by the cricketers, was perfectly
within his rights and deserves every sympathy for the
predicament in which he rvas placed. His behaviour
later that evening in addrOssing another occasion in

(Conttnued. on poge 4)



OPtrI{ LETTER TO TITO
Mr. Nemd Petrovic Lws sent a copg of an open letter to President Tito signed bg fourteen eminmt Bfitish
professors. Ertrarts from the lptter are:

"Mi. President: A year ago some of us wrote to you
expressing our t@ncern about certain repressive
measures that were undertaken during the autumn of
1972 against some internationally known Yugoslav
scholars. We expressed our hope that you would see

that Yugoslaviat reputation as a country that has made
irirpressive efiorts to build up a new, more democratic
form of socialism would not be damaged for minor
and internal political gains.

"Since then we have been following further deve-
lopments in the Yugoslav academic situation with
griat interest, ngt only out of solidarity with our
Yugoslav colleagues, whose only guilt seems to be free
expression of their views, but also because there is a
crucial question: does academic freedom really have
a chance in eiisting socialist systems? Is Yugoslavia at
least, after more than two decades of development of
self-management, able to tolerate the free expressio:t
of ideas and free exchange of views in its scholarly
journals and bools?- 

'TVe were happy to notice a toning down bf the

campaign against certain scholars during I9/8, but
now we learn that pressure against them has been
renewed lvith greater intensity and that the situatisl
is even worse that it was a year ago.

"Under these conditions we believe that the inter-
national intellectual community has the right and the
duty to protest against further restrictions of academic
freedom and violations of the United Nations Charter
on Human Rights in Yugoslavia. Further repressive
measures against our Yugoslav colleagues would com-
pel us to raise the issue of academic freedom in Yugo
slavia in all national and international academic insti-
tutions and organisations. Politics may be a sphere-in
which particular and individual interests prevail and
in which one force will not allow other forces to inter-
fere. Culture and science, on the other hand, ue
universal human achievements and belong to mankind
as a whole. They can develop only in freedom, in
dialogues, in a noble struggle of difierent ideas. Ideas
can be defeated only by better ideas - not by force."

BETWEEN yOU It ME {t THE LAMP PosT-Continued fuom page I
honour of the team shows that he behaved throughout
rvith great dignity:

Buithis was not yet the bottom. That was touched
when one of them who stole four pairs of socks worth
just over a pornd frorn Marks & Spensers in Oxford
Street, while carrying on his person $2Ii0, admitted
the charge and was sentenced to a 6ne of I25 with
I20 costs for shop lifting.

The ffnal disgrace came however u'hen those in
charge clicl not do the obvious thing of recalling the
cricklter who was responsible for the theft to this

country and placing him on the ffrst plane back to India.
By noi doing so, the cricket authorities showed a
peculiar cond-onation of the act of thiewing and further
iowered the prestige of this country which had already
plumetted.

'Fortunately this is not the whole story. Around this
tirhe, on the Wimbledon tennis courts two young men,

the Amritraj brothers, played not only tennis but also
gave a good performance of- sportiu-g behaviour on

t'hi"h tliey were htghly complimented.

Makarios No Angel

fN the rnidst of the general sympathy for Archbishop
I Mok.rios rvhich has oozed out of Delhi and the
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columns of the Indian press, the rath'er murky record
of this ostensibly spiritual leader is apt to get
overlooked.

Cabling from Nicosia to the Daily Telcgraph,
Anthony Mann has provided a useful list of some of
the deeper causes of Makarios' overthrow:

"I. The reign of terror against po[tical opponents
conducted by the Archbishop's speeial police
forces. There is reason for believing that Nicos

Sampson's allegations of widespread torrure are in
substance true.

2. \\e consistent and comrpt use of the Orthodox
Church and its funds by Archbishop Makarios tq
further his personal aims, and the consequent
collapse of the church in Cyprus as a mordl entity-

3, His'non-aligned foreigr policy, which encgurag-

ed the growth of the Cypfiot Communist party
(AKEL), and was leading him into ever-greater

ddpendence'bn Moscow."

Sounds familiar, doesn't it?
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THtr BODY IN LENIN'S TOMB
Eugene Lyons

I/LADIMIR ILYICH ULYANOV, known to history
Y as Lenin, died on January 2I, 1924, exactly 5b

years ago, at the age of 54. But he has not yet been
buried, except perhaps piecemeal. What is pu4rorted
to be his body is on pennanent display in a severely
angularporphyry mausoleum on Moscows Red Square.

In the half-century, millions of Soviet citizens and
foreign visitors have descended into the crypt and
ffIed by the catafalque under its peaked glass cover
for hasty glimpses in suMued indirect lighting. Every
day there are still long queues waiting their turn to
enter the shrine. Peasant women often cross them-
selves. How many pilgrims come to worship, to pay
pbtriotic homage, or merely out of curiosity, is any-
one's guess. They see only the head and hands, taking
for grarrted that there is a body under the velvet drape
and the flag of the Paris Commune of l87t now cover-
ing the presumptive torso and legs. At least twice a
year, on November 7, birth of the Bolshevik regime,
and on May l, a handful of the Kremlin oligarchs and
sometimes prestigious foreign guests review massive
parades from a balustrade near the top of the tomb.

In 198O, to refute mmors that the ffgure in the
mausoleum was just a waxwork, I was among about
a dozen resident foreign corespondents inside the
crypt for a bizarre press conference. We had been
summoned to meet Professors V. Vorobiev, anatomist,
and Ilya Sbarsky, chemist, who had embalmed the
corllse in l9?t4 and watched over their handiwork ever
since.

Rarely had reporters plied their trade in a more
macabre setting. But there was nothing hushed or
morbid about the proceedings. Cheerfully business-
like, the scientists removed the glass case, then pro-
ceeded to bend Lenin's ears, tweak his nose, and pinch
his cheeks to show that the cadaver was not only
genuine but as resilient as life. We rvcre fully, con-
vinced, though strangely no olle was smart or bold
enough to ask to see the body under the heavy red
drape. .

The ernbalmers told us how the body had been
scooped out and fflled with chemicals to arest
degeneration of bones and tissues. At frequent inter-
vals, they e:rplained, the corpse was inspected and the
chemicals replenished as needed. Theoretically, they
claimed, the process could be maintained indefinitely
but they muld not guarantee this; it was still an ex-
periment. (The brain, we knew, had been removed in
ihe original autopsy, then sliced into thousands of
waterlike sections for study by a special Brain Insti-
ttrte seeking the secrets of Lenin's genius; the enter-
prise, through many years, proved futile. )

I had not been in the tomb since my arrival in
Moscow in 1928, so my report on the interview noted
changes in that interval. I wrote that there were
"distinct signs that the corpse is slowly deteriorating";
that where one hand had been "quite shriveled. . . by
now time has marked the other hand as well"; and that
"the entire head seemed somewhat shrunken." The
evidence of mummification seemed to me and other
correspondents the best proof of the genuineness of
the corpse.

Fraudulpnt

Reports abroad and rumors in the USSR that the
exhibit is fraudulent have been more widespread since
then, but no such public demonstration of its authenti-
city has again been offered. Some foreigners and Soviet
defectors who vierved the display at intervals over a
period of years have remarked that the face seemed
younger each time-more like the vigorous Lenin of
1917 than the Lenin aged by prolonged illness seven
years later.

The two embalmers had begun their grisly job ten
weeks aftep Lenin's dpath, rvhen rapid putrefaction
had already set in, and worked on it for four and a
half months. In a biography published in 1964, Dr.
Stefan T. Possony of the Hoover Institution at Stan-
ford University, having researched the guestion
thoroughly, concluded that "perhaps the head and the
hands were preserved after all." That in itself, if true,
rvould be a triumph of the embalming science and
cosmetic arts. Now and then the mausoleum is closed
for a felv months, officially for repairs of the structure,
aetually for repairs of its tenant.

Whether the ftgure on the catafalque is the original
body or a wax effigy, tJre embalmment was part of a
deliberate programme of deiftcation conceiv.d by
Stalin. The decision to preserve and exhibit Lenin's
mortal remains was made against the horriffed protests
of Nadezhda Krupskaya, his wife. She pleaded that it
was an insult to Lenint memory, a violation of his
n'raterialist beliefs that would have "sickened" him. In
the 15 years before her own death she did not once
enter the tomb, neither did Lenin's two surviving
sisters and some of his closest associates. The embalm-
ment rvas also opposed by Trotsky, Bukharin, and other
Soviet leaders who feared the cr;ltivation of a mind-
less Lenin cult.

But Stalin already held the levers of power in his
hands and his u'ish prevailed. His calculating mind
grasped the advantages of exploiting the vein of reli-
gious mysticism in the Russian character. If he succeed-



Freedom First

ed in the apotheosis of Lenin as the focus of a new
temporal creed, he could be the high priest of an
infallible "church," with criticism punishable as
blasphemy, even unto death.

When Ienin's Central Committee in 1918 ordered
the murder of Nicholas II and his family, it specified
the annihilation of their bodies-"in order not to give
@unter-revolutionaries an opportunity of using the
'bones' of the Czar to play on the ignorance and super-
stitions of the masses." It was by the same logic in
reverse that Stalin chose to preserve Lenin's "bones.'
An age-old superstition held that saints do not decrom-
pose. A short distance from Lenin's mausoleum, in an
antireligious museum in a former monastery, the
decayed bodily relics of alleged Christian saints were
on view. The moral rvas clear: Communist science can
do what the old faith cannot.

ln State ond Reooluti.on, a book he completed only
months before he came to power, Lenin, referring to
"great revolutionaries," wrote:'After their death,
attempts are made to turn them into harmless icons,
canonize them, and surround their names with a cer-
tain halo for the 'consolation' of the oppressed classes
with the object of duping them.. .." Most of his pro-
phecies were mistaken, but this one proved remarkably
accurate, a premonition of his own postmortem destiny.
He has indeed been turned into an 'icon " canonized,
his most casual writings and banal utterances behaloed
as Holy Writ to console and dupe an oppressed peo-
ple. Though he had spoken of "thousands of mistakes"
and assumed blame for them, he was credited with
infallibility, his most palpable blunders explained as
acts of genius.

Stalin and his factional confederates could not
doubt, of oourse, that the enshrinement of a revolu-
tionary's body would have seemed to Lenin as shock-
ing and repulsive as it did to his wife when it was
carried out. Such an idea would have violated not only
Lenin's detestation of cultish rites but his well kno*'n
passion for privacy and his aversion to flattery. Its
sentimentality and particularly the overtones of
idolatry would have cut sharply against the grain of
his thinking and character.

Lenin was not simply an atheist. His abhorrence of
anything beyond the limits of four-square materialism,
anything that even implied a spiritual dimension, was
obsessive. "Even flirting with the idea of a deity," he
wrote to Maxim Gotky in 1908, "is an inexpressible
abomination." In his one philosophical book, in 1909,
he denounced everything that smacked of "ffdeism"-
pure faith, religious intuition or experience. To be
made the object of semireligious veneration would
have seemed to him a cruel and humiliating fate.

Towering Ego

Though he held a towering ego, Lenin despised the
banalitirx of personal glory'. Even his bitterest enernies
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agreed that he rvas not vain in the conventional sense.
One biographer, David Shub, titled a chapter on
Lenin's character, "Dictator without Vanity." Another,
Robert Conquest, credited him with "a lack of personal
vanity or ambition." As Sidney Hook zummed up the
paradox in an essay on Lenin: 'TIe wanted nothing
for himself-except to determine the destiny of man-
kind."

At the peak of dictatorial power, Lenin resisted
glorification of his person and recoiled from syco-
phancy. He never boasted of his achievernents. As far
as possible, he avoided celebrations in his honor;
when forced to attend, he came late to avoid the
eulogies, made the required speech, and hastily de-
parted. Of the fawning praise in the Soviet press and
his proliferating portraits and monuments he said: '[
consider this completely un-Marxist emphasis on an
individual extremely harmful. It is bad, entirely in-
admissible and unnecessary." Short of stature, bald
since his twenties, he certainly had no illusions about
his physical appearanc€ and never made any effort to
enhance it. But in death-reduced to flesh, bono, and
paraffin-he was put on display for reverent pilgrimages
and as a tourist attractionl

The posthumous sanctiffcation, in knowing and
intentional contempt of his personality and lifestyle,
points up the pathos of Lenin's career on the personal
level. Dazzf.d by his one great "sucress," the seizure
and retentiqr of power, the world remains largely un-
aware of his failures and private zufrering.

Lenin's long years as an obscure revolutionary, 15
of them as an emigr6 among strangers, were fflled
with frustrations. His following was minuscule, some-
times reduced to a few dozen. Unable to achieve inner
balance and tranquillity, he swung between periods of
frenzied, supremely self-conffdent activity, when he
neither ate nor slept-his times of urage,- Krupckaya
called them-and periods of utter deslnndenry and
psychological prostration, often close to nervous break-
downs. Always he was tormented by insomnia, terrible
headaches, chronic stomach pains. In the fanatic con-
centration on a single idea, he narrowed his life and
intellect, by an act of will, denying himself friendships,
pleasures, hobbies (chess, for example, which he loved
and in which he excelled), artistic and culturd inte-
rests. Except in his years of Siberian exile, he never
knew zustained happiness or peac€ of mind.

Nor did the attainment of absolute power over a
vast nation bring him contentment. After the ecstatic
hour of triumph, he faced more and greater frustrations

-civil war, economic c'ollapee, peasant uprisings,
opposition of the proletariat in whose name he ruled,
the dismal failure of his "war Communism," the galling
Iestoratio.n ef capitalism in the Neur Eeonomie Policy
(NEP). He did not fully trust any of his lieutenants,
not even Trotsky, and was constantly exasperated over
rvhat he considered the mediocrity of his entoura€;e.
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Lenin's faith that revolutions in Europe would save
his own revolution was shattered, his attempt to'probe
Europe with bayonets" by invading Poland was de-
feated. He came to believe, as said in 1922, that
"powerful forc.es have diverted the Soviet state from
its proper course," and as he said earlier, that "the
Party is sick." He railed at books portraying the new
state in glowing colors as "detestable lies and hypo-
criiies."' The veteran German Communist, Klara Zetkin,
spent an hour with Lenin in early 1920, when he rvas
at the apogee of his power. She would write: "While
Lenin was spefing, his face shrunk before nly eyes.
Furrows, great and small, innumerable, engraved
thbmselves deeply on it. And every furrow was draurn
by a grave trouble or a grave pain. An expression of
unspoken and unspeakable suffering was on his facc.
I was moved, shaken." A Lenin biographer, Robert
Payne, has writtea: "Growing awareness of his own
guilt and bewilderment before the monster he had
created' in time gnpped Lenin.

Patn and, Sonout

Then came the series of strokes that made his last
two years of life a bed of pin and sonow. He was
tortured by disillusionment with the present and fore-
bodings of disaster in the future. lhough he was
never opposed to terror and indeed was the chief
architect of the Soviet terror systern, he ffnally realized
that the results were more appalling than he had
foreseen: a million and a half killed in atrocities on
both sides, ftve million dead in famine and plagues,
more millions slaughtered in the civil war.

Outwardly, in the time of his protracted illness, the
Bolshevik leaders rernained obsequious. His authority,
howwer, declined, his wishes were increasingly
ignored, and be was helpless to influence the fferce
sbruggle for the succession spured by his impending
deatb.

His most cunning detractor was Stalin, who had
been undermining Lenin's role even before the first
stroke by subtly spreading doubts about his wisdom.
In the ffnal year of l€nin's agony, Stalin became more
and more crittpal and even deffant of the stricken
dictator. "We must be ffrm with L,enin," he instructed
Kamenev, one of his factional suptrrcrters. First guard-
edly and then, as I-enin's condition worsened, more
openly, he derogated the invalid's views and intrigued
for pcrlicies he lcnew Lenin opposed. He went so far
as to insult Krupskaya obscenely in a telephone call.

In March of 1929, I-€nin, who had already recom-
mended the rernoval of Stalin as General Secretary of
the monolithic ruling party, dictated a note announc-
ing the severance "of all personal relatioru with Stalin."
Then, as Trotsky later revealed, he was "preparing a
bombshell" to crush Stdin politically at the next Party
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Congress. But another stroke, rvith total loss of speech,
intervened.

Through his informers planted around the dying
leader, Stalin was fully aware of Lenint hatred and
intentions. In the brief but deceptive weeks when
Lenin seerned to be improving, Stalin could barely
conceal his alarm. l,enin alive, even paralyzed and
speechless, was a menace to his plans. He waited
anxiously, hungrily, for Lenin to die, so that he might
accomplish the apotheosis of his self-declared enemy
to serve his own ambitions.

Thus the crowning irony of Lenin's career, posthu-
mously, was the capture of his body and its deiffcation
by the one man-"that Asiatic monster,- in Krupskaya's
phrase-whom he had tried and failed, in his ftnal
months, to dislodge from the leadership. It was Stalin
who de[vered the funeral oration, in the ecrclesiastic
cadences he had learned as a young seminarist, in the
form almost of a church litany. Its heart was the
doctrine of Lenin's infallibility, set forth by the man
who only weeks before had ridiculed his opinions and
made political capital of his contradictions and
blunders.

Lenint body was in effect 'nationalized" for pur-
poses he rvould have forbidden, mutilated and cosmeti-
cally processed, exploited as a political stage property.
The cynical distortion, in death, of Lenin's whole life-
style, of his character and philosophy, was Stalin's
calculated revenge.

T



DOCTORS IN DISTRESS
Geeta Doctor

fN view of the irrefutable evidence supplied by the
! Unctad, that, with each doctor going out of India,
the country suffers a loss of Rs. 3,50,000, the only prac-
tical solution rvould be to close down all medical
colleges. Since we are, at any rate, fast regressing into
an age rvhere we are expected to do without electri-
city, transport, or adequate means of law and order,
there is no reason why we cannot'do without doctors
either, or at any rate, no reason why we should not be
content with herbalists, faith healers and the kind
olEces of the Almighty, as our ancestors were in the
past. For, unless the Govemment decides that there is
mrlch more to be done in the way of encouraging
doctors, than in the throwing of occasional sops to
appease young doctors, who are fatuous enough to
believe that they can change the system by resorting
to strikes, there appears to be no v/ay of preventing
that process which has so picturesquely been labelled
as the'lrain drain", and which so disastrously depletes
the country's reserves at the rate of 3)4 lakhs per 3000
odd doctors and scientists every year.

The tragedy of the situation is that even those who
want to work in India or those who have sometimes
given up luerative iobs in a fft of patriotic fervour, are
forced to reconsider their decisions. "I was one of
those who used to advise people to go and work in
their country" says one |szding eye surgeon in Madras,
whose case is far from exceptional. 'Now I am the
ffrst to tell them never to think of coming back," he
says describing his sense of helplessness at working
under conditions where he cannot get the ,requisite
permission to import some of the highly sensitive and
specialized equipment necessary for his work, or where
he has to wait for hours to borrow the use of these, at
the few hospitals where they are available, but subject
to the whims of the doctor in charge of the depart-
ment. Inhibited on the one hand by Covernment
restriction in importing his equipment, and on the
other by the monopolist practices of the government
doctors with regard to the equipment under their
control, he is driven to performing only the more basic
and routine operations which could just as well be
done by far less experienced doctors. This naturally
leads him to the inescapable thought that, elsewhere,
his talents and experience would he better utilized.

tr[ere Torchligh.t

"How long can we continue to perform operations
by torchlightP' says another young surgeon, who,
approaching the end of almost half a decade of study,
ffn& thateveri thellamour of an M.S. at thb'end of
his name s'ill not guarantee him with the prospect of
a job, let alone job satisfaction. "What satisfaction is
there, anyway, in treating a patient who dies because

I

we can't take an ECG in time, due to the failure of
electricity, (a not uncommon occunence in energy
starved Tamil Nadu) or because we have to ffll in
twenty different forms to get permission to take an
ECG? Is it a surgeon's job to sit and ftll formsP' Des-
cribing himself somewhat bitterly, as "o on€:tirl€
idealist' he says that he had never had ambitiorx to
go abroad and make money like the majority of his
friends, but now finds that this may be the only thing
to do. As a surgeon, he has to be attached to a hospital.
"If you are in Government senrice, you get pushed
around from place to place. You dont know where
they will transfer you. You are completely at the mercy
of the politicians who appoint their candidates in all
the top posts. If they don't like you you're ffnished.
There's no question of trying to serve the counhy, and
all that bunk, if you se€ things going wrong and know
that there is nothing you can do about it," he conti-
nued. "As for private hospitals, they can be wond'hb
said, describitrg his experiences at one of the bigger
private hospitals in Madras, where he was expected
to put'in a tough 24 hour schedule, when he perform-
ed the operations on his own, only to ffnd his Chief
taking all the credit. "I wouldn't even have minded
that," he said, 'but when it came to payment, my
Chief was surprised that I expected anything 'What
about all the valuable erperience I am giving you?"
he wanted to know. How long can I live on experience
alone?" asked the young surgeon. "May be the country
has put in a lot of money in training me up. But what
about my parents? Haven't they looked after me all
this time? Now, though they may not expect it, it is
my duty to look after thern, see that my sisters are
manied and so on."

'\Mhy do people tell us to go and work in villagesP
asked an attractive young woman, who had just com-
pleted her MD. 'TVe want to enioy life when we are
young. We like to stay in the Cities where there is
some opportunity to meet other people of our type and
get married. Why don't they send the older doctors
to the villages. All those people who are about to
retire or who have retired but still want to work."
Besides, as she went on to explain even though people
imagined that there were plenty of jobs in the rural
areas, the C,overnment had not provided adequate
facilities to do these iobs. If a woman, a doctor would
have to take some elderly person along, as a chaperone
or body guard, as it would be unthinkable for a young'
woman to establish herself alone in a village, and of
course unless there lvere very well organised efforts by
thi-Govetnm6nt to keep these doctors supplied rvith
medicines and other facilities, their presence alone irr
a village would not be of much service. "Everyone has
these romantic notions about going and rvorking in the
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villages. For one thing there are no such jobs and even
if there were, I doubt whether anyone could do them."

"I tried to change the system, but found that I was
immediately transferred. Now I am thinking of tlans-
ferring myself out of the country," said another doctor,
who describes his experience at one of the leading
Government hospitals in Madras, where the food was
being supplied by a gentleman who obviously had
interested parties protecting him. "When I asked for
a sample of the dhal that was being prepared for the
patients I was told that it was not my business to look
into these matters. I persisted. It took about twenty
dap for the report to come from the Institute at
Guindy. It said thatlO% of the dhal had been adulterat-
ed with Kesari dhal which is highly injurious to the
health. But by that time it was too late to protect the
lntients, the spurious dhal had already been consumed.
The next time I took a sample, the gentleman who
was supplying the dhal, got even more agitatd. He
tried to threaten to take action against me. But I sent
the sample all the same. They sent the report imme-
diately. The sample contained 100% Kesari dhal. I
lost no time in sending the report to the authorities.
They sent me a long questionnaire asking me what
procedures I had followed in making my inquiries.
Shortly afterwards I was transfered."

Neut Approach

The range and nature of these extrrcriences suggest
that there is no one solution to the problem. As long
as the Government is concerned merely in churning
out new doctors without considering what opportu-
nities there may be for them to work, they cannot
prevent them from hankering after more congenial
pastures. It would perhaps be worthwhile considering
an entirely new approach to the problem, by haining
two grades of doctors. The mass of them could be
provided with a short but intensive training for a
period of two years or less, and could be designated as
medical o,ficers, to work entirely in rural areas within
the prevailing conditions. Recruits could, if possible,
be trained in r'illages, or in the kind of surrounclings
where they would ultimately find themselves, as one
cannot envisage a situation where an individual
having once adrptgrd to a life in the city would prefer
to go back and live in a village. Naturally one would
not expect such a person to perform brain surgeries
but he would surely be at a better advantage to deal
with routine occurrences, such as childbirtbs, acci-
dents, and fevers, diagnose the outbreak of epidemics,
and be in a better lrcsition to offer medical guidance
than the superstitious and totally ignorant people who
deal with these matters today. When one hears that
even a supposedly classless country such as China has
adopted the praetice of training itinerant doctors who
r@eive six months training and travel barefoot from
village to village, there is no reason why a country
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such as India, with similar problems, should not take
such a pragmatic approach in solving them.

As to the rest, the Government would then be in a
position to ensure a better qualrty of training to a
better type of doctor, who would also be assured of
enough jobs rvorthy of his time and training. In India,
where most medical students ioin because their parents
would like to boast of "a doctor in the family'' rather
than due to any burning desire to serve their fellow
men, youngsters have only a vague idea of what is
ahead for them. From the outset those who are given
admission in medical colleges should be given a clear
notion of the length and purpose of their training, to
the effect that it takes six years of study and four years
of experience to produce a doctor. He must reafize
from the very ffrst that his profession requires more
than a normal amount of dedication and self sacrifice.
If properly motivated it would be unlikely that a
doctor would regard his MBBS degree as an escape
valve, but to provide yet another deterrent, it could
be laid down that every doctor who was privileged
enough to receive this specialized training, should if
he decides to settle down abroad, re-imburse a certain
portion of the money that the country has invested in
him.

^GCr9t



TOOH . . . TOOH . . . TOOH . . .
Feroza Paymaster

'n/fEET someone halfuay" says an advertisement for
IYI A*srican Telephones *d T"l"gr"phs. "To com-

municate is the beginning of understanding." To pro-
mote this understanding I decided to make a long
distance call to a friend in Delhi. What with the advent
of STD (Subscriber Trunk Dialling) and the move
for national integration I thought this would be in
keeping with the spirit of the times.

So expectantly I dialled the code number Oll and
the number. There was a reassuring sequence of
'tuck... tuck... tuck." But iust then the "tuclis"
stopped and all that could be heard was the busy
signal: "tooh..'. tooh... tooh." Thinking the line was
busy I dialled again "tuck. . . tuck. .. tuck.. . tring-
tring.. . tring-tring." I waited for the "hello." But in-
stead the 'tring-tring" continued. I had ffxed the time
witb my friend so I knew that he had to be there.

So I commenced my third try. 'Tuck... tuck...

being in order, confusion prevailed at the booking
end. "Allo, Allo, is this Ahmedabad ... No, no this is
. . . I was speaking on this line how you came on?. . ."

When she finally got back to me I explained, "I do
not wish to book a trunk call to Delhi. I just want to
know if the line is in order, since the call does not
seem to be coming through." Then politely: "I am
sorry to bother you, but since I just cannot get assis-
tance and complaints, I had to ask you." "It is all right,
I will ffnd out, one minute." A couple of minutes later:
"It is working, allo madam, yes it is working."

"Are you sure it is? I have been trying for very
long. The Delhi line is in orderP' I asked. Sligbtly
less polite she answered, "Yes yes I am telling you
about the Delhi line only, it is in order."

So, I kept on dialling. Fifty minutes had elapsed
by now since I ffrst tried. Phew, I thought, this is tiring;
but then I was trying to get across all the way to
Delhi, a distance of a l00O miles so maybe it required
some solid effort.

lr{any tries later, I managed to get Booking again.
"What is the matter?" I demanded. 'Why is the call

tuck.. . tring-tring tring-thing.. . bing-tring." The
phone disconnected by itself. The next twenty minutes
were spent dialling Assistance, 'tooh. . . tooh. . . tooh."3trJffi:1ffifl::*l1li":.l%;."*1li;-illl; " " aEr*er ano&

"tooh' ' ' tooh' ' ' toohi St- "^*^ryft^,11"t:*9d to Delhi not coming through?" A very composed voice
was Booking' 'Allo booking o'ffice, allo "tt::,*:1fl; "i In"^",r,* end replied, 'Allo, madam, the direct dial
please speak up, I carurot hear' Allo' yes what is it ;ilil been out of order since afternoon. The only
madam, what do you wantl'

..I em hvins to make a sTD call to Delhi, is the way you can get through is by booking a trunk call.

rin" fitoJerf I inquireil. - urgent will take two hours, ordinary, I don't know -.(Your) Bombay 
-number?' 

she asked. without about four hours."

hesitating I gave the number. Next time I want to communicate with Delhi, I'll
While-i wondered what this had to do with the line write a letter.
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Reoiews

PNESIDENTIAL MISSIVES

Portrait of a Presidenf: Letters of Dr Rajendra
Prasad written to Mrs. Gyanvati Darbar; ( Vikas
Publishing House; Rs. 35/-).

f ETTERS have a quality of their own that give a
u rare insight into the nature, the emotions and the
involvement of the writer in the life around him. When
the personality is so well-known as in this case the
interest for readers is all the greater. The book of
letters of Dr. Rajendra Prasad to Smt. Gyanvati makes
fascinating reading especially fo,r Indians for he was
an important participant in the making of New India.
Many points he makes on 2nd September 1956 are as

valid today:
"There is an atmosphere, in some places at least, of
general indiscipline that pervades not only students
and the youth but also other people. Almost every
day we read news about violence being cornmitted
by crowds for something or other. In many places
students take active and prominent part in these
riots. Political parties are not above taking advant-
age of any exasperation of feeling for whatever cause
it may be and converting the cause into one of great
public importance which must be settled, if neces-
sary, by force.
-fhero is a growing crowd of frustrated and &s-
appointed youth who have received such education
as is available in our colleges and schools and who
are unable to ffnd jobs. The vast exparsion in our
educational institutions, particularly schools and
colleges, without any regard to standards being
maintained, is very largely responsible for this
frustration and disappointment. Our educational
policy is not equal to this tremendous awakening
and is not able to create either the atrnosphere or
supplv the equipment and personnel to render the
youth useful citizens. Our old moorings are snapped
and no new ideals have yet emerged. The result is
that moral values have become a casualty in this
stmggle and neither religion nor moral principles
have any ft?m hold on our mind and naturally
enough we turn more and more to exterior sanctions
for making man good and even decent.
"But no rules or laws nor sanctions enforced by a

State or any other authority from outside can take
the place of that which gets implanted in our minds
as a result of family traditions, religious obsenrances,
social behaviour and moral teachings whether im-
partd by precept or by example, more by example
than by rnere ll'ord of motrth. This can be remedietl
only by improving our educational systern and
institutions.
'The economic situation appears to be improving

but is not altogether free from c:ruses for anxiety.
We have seen during the last few months a tendoncy
torvards rising prices. Whatever the cause may be,
it causes conc€rn, particularly because it comes im-
mediately after a time when the Government was
hand put to keep the prices of food grains at a level
which would enable the agriculturists to grow crolx.
Now that we are embarking on a very ambitious
Five Year Plan involving nearly Rs. 800 crores of
expenditure every year, inflation may not be ruled
out altogether and so the present tendency may get
aggravated rather than redressed. Further, the
heavy investment required has to be raised, and
what is even more urgent and necessary, the enthu-
siasm of the people has to be roused and enlisted
to make the Plan a suc:cess.
We do not know how far the effort to stem rising
unernployment will be successful. Cottage and small
scale industries have been thought of but more as
a palliative than an effective remedy against un-
employment."

A sad judgement on our progress eighteen years latert

Through the letters, the reader discovers a
Rajenbabu deeply immersed in Hindu philosophy,
simple in his habits, but with a desire fm Iarowledge
that extended over many fronts. Nearly every letter
shows his growing ooncem with the political future
of the country and the problems of parliamentary
democracy:

"In this early stage of our democracy we want the
best conventions and traditions to be established
and practical application is anyday much more
valuable than any amount of theorising in books."
"I feel that politics- is a dirty game, and what is
worse, we are capable of doing injury to the cuuntry
to save or condernn one person whom we may like
or dislike.-

Yet in his busy life, he found the time to write these
letters that are both inforrnative and often deeply
moving as when he talls of the Urdu poet Iqbal and
quotes:

"I want Yrtur love in abundance
I-ook how simple is my desirel
Let the pleasures of paradise be for
those who have renounced the jop of the world.
For me, it is enough that I get a glimpse of you."

Often the restrictions of the role of the President
irlcs him and a touching letter asls whether he is a
President or a prisoner for 'hore there are several
persons to watch one mant movements" which is
"verv exasperating". He is often humorous when he
talks of the 'speaker' who speaks too much-Sri
Ananthasayanam Ayyengar!

Dr. Gyanvati Darbar has done a service in arranging

ll



for the letters to be published and allowing the simpli-
city and sinc.erity of a great man to be shared by many
through his re0ections on a myriad subjects.

MnrNer-rxr V. Se-nanrrer

CHRONICLE REAPPEARS

Unnensored Russic: The Human Rights \'Iovement
in the Soviet Union ( edited, introduced and trans-
lated by Peter Reddaway. National Academy,
Rs.7.)

A LEXANDER HERZEN, a dissident in Tsarist
nRussia, wrote as far back as January 1865, "Was
there ever a country with a censorship and an arbitrary
government where secret presses and the underground
distribution of manuscripts did not exist-once intel-
lectual movements and the desire for liberty existed?
This is just as natural a state of affairs as the publica-
tion of material abroad and emigration."

AIter a silence of a year and half, the Chronicle of
Cunent Eoents (Samizd"at) has again begun to be
published underground in Soviet Russia. There was a
chance after Solzhenit.syn's banishment and the split
in the ranks of the Soviet dissidents that the Chronicle
would be soon forgotten on the shelves of historical
documents. That rvould have been a mistake. The
Annotated Text of the Unofficial Moscorv Journal,
A Chronicle ot' Current Eaents Nos. I to lI reproduced
in this book, is one of the most important documents
of human freedom.

The word'Samizdat' which means "own publishing
house" and tvas coined in lg66 has now passed into
international usage. It is an acronym for Gosizdat
(State Publishing House). The Chronicle was started
on April 30, 1968 as a reliable underground news
bulletin. Usually the author or a friend of his or a publi-
shing house editor types out some copies of a Samizdat
piece and then passes them around. Popular items are
thus trrrred and retyped indeffnitely till they reach the
outside world thrnugh tJre help of a Soviet or Westenr
tourist. They then have a chance of second publication,
in tamizdat i.e. in the Western press or an emigre
journal ('tam' means lver there').

The book contains among others the cases of Sinya-
vsky and Daniel, Galanskov, Solzhenitsyn as well as
tlrose of the Jews, the Ukrainians and the Crimean
Tartars.

The Chronicle's plain unemotional language is not
very literary and does not make for exciting reading.
It c'ontains little material from the literary world and
few of the Samizdat items are the work olprofessional
writers. But it makes one realise the sky-high difference
between conditions in Soviet Russia as they are and as
they are sought to be projected by the Soviet Govern-
ment to Western eyes.

Rusr J. Denuw,+re

l2
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PUBLIC FINANCE IN INDIA
' Fiscal Economics: by K. P. Ir{. Sundharam, (2nd

edition, 1973, Sultan Chand & Sons, pp. 506,
Rs 12.50).

tTtHIS book on Fiscal Economics is a welcome addi-
I aion to the already existing literature on the
subject. It is a revised second'edition of the book
published in L972 and integrates the theoretical and
fractical aspects of public finance in India. fu a text-
book on the subiect it is lorv-priced and within the
means of an average student of economics.

The author, himself a teacher, fully realises the
needs of the students especially at the under-graduate
level. He has explained the subject in clear and simple
language and at the same time dealt with all aspects
of it. By giving examples from Indian budgets and
other In&an fiscal measures, he creates a lively interest
for the subiect. As it is a new edition, it provides up-
todate information by including the Raj Committeet
recommendations on Agricultural Taxation and the
Wanchoo Committee Report.

The book is divided into three parts. Part one con-
tains eleven chapters. The first chapter deals mainly
with general information on the subject such as defini-
tibns, the differences between public and private
fttancr etc. The second and third chapters discuss the

Freedom Firsl

broad aspects of public expenditure and public
revenue. The remaining chapters of this part axe
devoted to the subject of taxation. The author discusses
this very exhaustively.

Part two deals more rryith the practical aspects of
public ffnance as against the theoretical aspects dis-
cussed in part one of the book. The subjects of public
debt, preparation of the budget and budgetary con-
trols are discussed in the context of present day con-
ditions and policies in India. The role of the Govern-
ment, both Union and State, is explained in a com-
prehensive manner. The chapter on the Reserve Bank
of India is also quite detailed.

The last five chapters of the book form the third
and last part. These deal rvith speciffc types of ffnancg
namely, local ffnance, railu'ay ffnance, war ffnance and
corporate ffnance. The chapter on co4)orate ffnance
gives basic but sketchy description of various financial
institutions in India. An appendix erplains the econo-
mic systems that exist at present.

The book is an excellent text-book for any under-
graduate student. A student who wishes to pursue the
subject beyond this level, however, does not ffnd any
help by way of footnotes and references. The author
should cover this aspect in the next edition so that the
book does not merely sen'e as a college text.

INou Krrr.P

nrusie in lois eJtrs
This enthralling sound of water
gushing out of a Jyoti pump-

This vibrant sound of clear grains
surging from a Jyoti Thresher

Both these are. exhilarating experiencec
for e Kisan end a Kisan's joy is Jyoti's rerrrd.

rtYOTl YERTIGAL TURBINE PUMP
rlYOTl MILLET THRESHER

quatio bourcrced 

@ 
Jyoti urnitoe Bnods 3

Branches: Baugalorc . Bhubaneswar o Bombay . Calcutta . Hubli . Indore . Jabalpur.Jarpur.Lucknowolr{adrasoNewDelhioPatnarPoona.Secunderahad.Viiayawade
Tiruchirapali o Visakhapatnanr.
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Letter
THEN AND NOW

f VERY well remember an informal discussion among
r friends at which I was present when Lord Mount-
batten had taken charge as Viceroy with a mandate
to hand over self-government to the Indian National
Congress. Some of us who had slogged for a lifetime
in the public services were jubilant at the thought
thag with the advent of Independence, our land
would fow with milk and honey. hesent among us
was that inimitable playwright and versatile genius,
T. P. Kailasam. "Believe me," he said,'when I tell you
that what you are going to get is not'Democracy' but
'Demonocracy'."

If India opted for a democratic form of Govern-
men! it was solely due to the fact that this country
was under Britisfr rule for nearly a c€ntury and a half
and that England is a democracy. During British rule,
monarchy prevailed in the Indian States while the
bureaucracy ruled at the Centre and in the Indian
Provinces. To those of us who were in intimate csn-
tact with ths fidrninistration in those days, the deterio-
ratidn in administrative standards and values after
India became a democracy has clme as a very rude
shock. Recent events in Gujarat and the curent agita-
tion in Bihar are such that serious doubts are bound
to be entertained in regard to the ffhess of this country
for a democratic form of govemment.

Students of Indian History know that there was no
democratic form of C,overnment in this cuuntry at any
time in the past. In other words, the Western type of
democracy is foreign to the soil of India.

After the advent of Independence, the hereditary
Princes were liquidated and socialist Princes have
been enthroned in their places. Adult franchise with
a hugo illiterate and immature electorate has made
democracy a farce.

If one takes a look at the trnlitical complexion of
the ruling Congress Party, a curious phenomenon
strikes the observer. That the Communist Party of
India does not believe in dernocracy is an indisputable
fact. In spite of this, there is a close alliance between
the ruling Congress and the CPI at the Centre and in
several states.

Opinions may differ as to the wisdom of the agita-
tion which Mr. ]ayaprakash Narayan has launched in
Bihar to get rid of an elected Assembly and Govern-
ment. Desperate situations may, however, require
desperate remedies.

"Whither Democracy in IndiaP' is the question to
be debated. My answer would be that thore never was
arrd there is not any true democracy in this country.
The outor form is there but the spirit is lacking.
Character, integrity ar,rd discipline are absolutely
necessary for real democ.racy to flourish in any country.
Bangaloro

t4

Citizens for Democracy

A CITIZEN'S Ornbudsman to receivs and investi-
ng"t" into complaints of comrption against those
holding high public offices will be appointed by the
Citizens for Democracy, according to a decision of
the National Executive Council taken in Bombay on
]uly 13, l9/4, under the Chairmaruhip of Mr. laya-
prakash Narayan. The Council also decided to set up
civil rights sub'committees, to begin with in Bombay,
Delhi and Ahmedabad, comprising advocates and
journalists, for the protection of civil liberties and
fundamental rights of the people.

Addressing Council members assembled frorn
different parts of the country, Mr Jayaprakash Narayan
said that a time had come when thousands of public-
spirited citizens had to take action on their own to
restore integrity in national life.

The National Executive Council, Mr. Shri faya-
prakash Narayan who had been elected President at
the foundation convention at New Delhi in Apri[
olected the following office-bearers: Vice-Presidenb
- Mr. S. M. Joshi and Mr. N. A. Palkhivala; Horu
Secretary - Mr. V. M. Tarkunde and Hon. Treastrrc*

- Mr. Sevakram.
Among those who participated in the discussiron

were S. M. Joshi, V. M. Tarkunde, N. A. Palkhivala,
Nittoor Srinivasa Rao, C. T. Daru, Kamalashsnkar
Pandya and M. R. Masani.
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1969 in Bangalore entitled "Too Much Politics, Too
Little Citizenship", I had made a plea for dweloping
more grass-roots activity to strengthen the infrastruc-
ture of our young democracy. In the years since I
spokc, the collapse of our free institutions has been
proceeding at a rapid space. Now jayaprakash
Narayan's move to stimulate grass-roots activity may
not only save Bihar but, through a ripple efiect, may
also save India. His cause should be the cause of every
sincere liberal and democrat in India.

That the claque of communists nestling within the
Congress Party, Ied by such notorious men as K. D.
Malaviya, Chandrajit Yadav and Shashi Bhushan,
should shout "fascist"-which is not a bad description
of themselves-is only natural but that Mrs. Indira
Gandhi should descend to similar levels in the smear
campaign which has been launched against JP is
something which she will no doubt live to regret but
which will also cost the country dear.

Is it an accident that, according to press reports,
the hooligans who indulged in a rampage at the
Oberoi Sheraton Hotel in Bombay, even as they indulg-
ed in their acts of vandalism, shouted "Indira Gandfu
ki iat''or that those other hooligans who lay down in
front of Jayaprakash Narayan's car on the plea that
it was an imported model should have echoed the
same cry? Do the nefarious activitiei of the "Indira
Brigade" in Bihar not throw added light as to the
source from which these fascists derive their
inqriration?

Can Jayaprakash Narayan save India the Gandhian
way? On the answer to that question hangs the fate of
this country.It is clear that if he fails, there will be no
€sc?p€ from our having to share the fate of Sukamo's
Indonesia, Nkrumah's Ghana and Allende's Chile.

It is in this context that each of us has to make his
choice, and this includes the delegates to the National
Convention of the Swatantra Party who have been
called to Delhi on August 4. T'he proposal to u'hich
their consent is being asked is that the Swatantra Party
should commit suicide in order that those among them
who are so inclined should be free to join in a new
party in the company of discredited politicians like
Mr. Biju Pahraik, Ivlr. RajNarain and Dr. Ram Subhag
Sineh. It would indeed be sad if the effort on which
R4I1i launcheE amidst zuch high expectations and
widespread hope should come to this miserable end.

Iet not the delegates say they have not been wamed.
Apart from the bitter experience of the past, Mr. Biiu
Patnaikt ffltration with Chandrajit Yadav and Nandini
Satpathy during the past few weeks and Mr. Charan
Singh offering the Presidentship to the present in-
cumbant, N{r. Giri, whose nomination in 1969 the
Swatantra Party had rightly opposed in the belief,
since then amply justiffed, that he would prove to be
a'rubber stamp", should serve to open the eyes of
tfiose concerned. tr{r. Charan Singh, who in 1969 had

r.oted for Nfr. Giri with .such disastrous conseguences
to the country, would app€ar, like the Bourbons, to
have learnt nothing and forgotten nothing during the
past ffr'e years. Only those who are morally blind
should find the choice they have to make a dillicult
one.

This is not the time to fonn a new political party.
Anyone rvho does so betrays his innocence about the
situation in the country by failing to realise the
irrelevance of political parties in India of today and
tomorrol.

The argument has been advanced that one has to
begin somewhere and that if the present effort is not
really a national alternative, it is bound to develop into
one. A snorvballiug effect can only take place if the
nucleus is able to attract elements along tho way. In
the present context not only are such elements abrsent,
but the nucleus itself rcpels those who wish to see the
emergence of a genuine national alternative. By their
ill-conceived and ill-timed efiort, the sponsors of the
move are in effect preventing a genuine national
alternative from omerging in the foreseeable future.

Gnce upon a timc there were three tailors of Tooley
Street u'ho signed a petition starting with the words,
"We the citizens of London:" Those who pompously
describe their puny effort as "The National Alter-
native" apparently suffer from the same malady.

A wlde range ln 100% Polyester and 100/e pure cotton-

3D.7105
'Ashiana','Chlllala' and'Relika'.

Designs a's grovocatlve as Parveen baby.

r5



Registered No. MH By South/264

While the political superstition of the past rvas the
divine right of kings, the political superstition of the
present is the divine right of parliaments.

-Herbert Spencer quoted in Natioml Reoieut,
March 15.

By all the rules of modern politics, any prime
lvlinister whose popularity rating in the public opirlion
polls is approximately equal d his cointry s annuat
rate of infation must surely be headed di;"lti"tbt:

If there is to be true detentg there must be a move-
rnent of people and ideas across international,fron-
tiers-not just cargo.

-Senator Henry Jackson in Time,Iuly g.

There are no known
Solzhenitsyns in China.

Once at a large Washington dinner a man walked
up to him and said, 'Dr. Kissinger, f want to thank
you for saving the world.' 'You're welcome'he replied.

-Tim,e, July l.

When you lay a real liberal alongside a real con-
servative, th'eret not enough difierence to put in your
hat.

-Barry Goldwater quoted in Time, July I-

Almost _everybody-(at least among journalists) re-
members Jeffersont famous remark [trat if he had.to
choose between a government without newspapeff
and-newspapers without government, he wouli iickthe latter. But few recall that Jefierson also rvrote oh
another occasion: 'Nothing can now be believed which
is seen in a newspaper.' -Time, July 8.

I work only according to God's directions.
-General Idi Amin Dada quoted. in Time, July f .

I.Jiter 57 years of "o*--r-rti rule, Russia still ofiers
plenty of scope for u'omen's lib.

-The Econontfst, June 8.

Fh.rroom F-msr,
C/o Democratic Research Service
127, Nlahatnra Gandhi Road,
Bombay l. (?hone: 25434L)

Please enrol rne as a subsctiber fo Fnsnpou Frnsr.
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He ls/I am a student. I rernlt fls. 3.00

Namc:"

College (for students)

Address:
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An American president choosing Cairo as his chief
stop ol a foreign tour and expecting his warmest wel-
come there: what muld be more improbable or more
helpful?

-The Econonrisf, June 8.

Late-Brezhnev's Russia is a better place than
Stalint Russia was, but a worse one in most respects
than the Russia of Kluushchevt last yu"., Gfor"
Khrushchev was overthrown in 1g64.

-The Ecornmisf, June 8.

A Communist is a fellou'who borrows your pot to
cook 1'otrr goose in. -Eoergmin:s, Jirlv 6-.

I am nearer the CPI(M) than the CpI and, in fact,I don't like tle stooges of a foreign power.
-Jayaprakash Narayan quoted i; The States.man,

In the Communist 
"".."; there are ", :::;:terrorists. Terrorism, like other industries, is a fovern.ment monopoly.

-James Burnham in National Reoieu, Mareh l.

What is wrong with brainwashing? people regularly
pash tbeir jaces qnd take baths so as to^keep"cle"an.
\Wrl'shbuld a perion not clearxe his mincl of httnl
, -Plof. Fung Yulirn quoted in Nn/ion al Re.aiew,

Ir{arch t.

WITH N{AIVY VOICES
"The deep

Moans round u'ith many voiccs. Come, my friends,'Tis not too late to seek a newer worfti-" -

-Tennyson.

samizdats, Sakharovs or

-Thc Econonist, June 29.
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