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SWEPT UNDER THE CARPET

S. V.

HE political hot weather in Delhi has cooled
down somewhat after over a month of inter-
At the end of it all or at least at

T

necine warfare.
the end of the first round, the combatants have re-

tired to their corners. One newspaper described the
relatively peaceful conduct of the National Execu-
tive of the Janata Party on July 12 as the beginning
of a “second honeymoon”. Not quite. A honey-
moon, even a second one, presupposes lovers. It is
difficult for anyone to describe thus the relationship
between the leaders and their proxies in the battle
just concluded. Tt is at best an uneasy truce before
the next round begins. The end of round one gives
Morarji, Chandra Shekhar and company an edge
over their rivals. Charan Singh is out of the Union
Cabinet and has vielded to political compulsions by
withdrawing his “resignation letter”. We are told
bv learned columnists that it is quite different from
a mecre ‘resignation”. The additional word “letter”
implies that Charan Singh, has in effect, withdrawn
the charges levelled by him when resigning from
the Executive and the Central Parliamentary Board
last April. This is being extremely naive.

The basic issues have not been resolved. Nor
can thev ever be, given the nature of the Janata
Party’s composition. There is a theory held by many
scholars that, in a country like India, political par-
ties with an ideological base have only a limited
role to play. One party dominance they say, can
only be ended by having in opposition another party
described in political parlance as an “umbrella party”
more like the Democratic and Republican parties in
the United States, The pre-1969 Congress, which
accommodated a variety of shades of political and
economic thought and decisions based on consensus
was one such until Mrs. Indira Gandhi came along
and made it clear that her idea of a consensus was
what was acceptable to her.

Those who have followed closely the formation
of the Janata Party know that the Janata Party was
formed with the limited but crucially important role
of restoring the people’s liberties and a free society.
Apart from this unambiguous position, other aspects
of the party’s policies were open to various interpre-
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tations. This was inevitable under the circumstan-
ces prevailing then.

The word “Party” to describe Janata, which was
really a Front in January-March 1977, was a clever
election gimmick. The “various constituents kept
their identities in cold storage while their members
repeatedly asserted at innumerable public meetings
that they all belonged to Janata and that there was
no going back to their parent parties. The word
‘Front'" had acquired a bad odour after 1967 and
1971 and might not have carried the same convic-
tion. The people wanted an alternative Party, not
a Front with many flags and many symbols. They
voted Janata not because of the contents of its eco-
nomic or social policies. They voted for it, as it
alone afforded them an escape from Indira and the
dictatorship. They refused to think of the conse-
quences if the Janata Party failed to swim together
after the elections. At that point of time they could
not have cared less. Restore us our liberties, the
rest we shall see later, was the demand of the elec-
torate.

Liberties were restored, and the ‘rest now faces
the party. It has been argued that what is happen-
ing in Janata is really a personality squabble. The
leadership is made up of prima donnas who view
themselves as more important than the others. To
a limited extent this is true. But only to a limited

(Continued on page 14)

IN THIS ISSUE

With the political weather somewhat cool-
er in Delhi, the Morarji-Charan Singh equation
is discussed in the lead article. Geeta Doctor
takes a look at recent events in Afghanistan
from a historical perspective. We reproduce a
piece by Profulla Mohanti from the London
Times on the disillusionment with Janata he
found in -an Orissa village. K. S. Venkateswa-
ran dissects a book by Chandra Shekhar while
K. V. Padmanabhan, reviews a book on the
days of the British raj.
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