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GEETA DOCTOR 

SWEPT UNDER THE CARPET 
S. V. Raju 

T HE political hot weather in D elhi has c?oled 
down somewh at after over a month of mter­

necin e warfare. At the end of it all or at least at 
the end of the first round, the combatants have re" 
tired to their corners . One newspaper described the 
relatively peaceful conduct of the National Execu­
tive of the Janata Party on July 12 as the beginning 
of a "second honeymoon". Not quite. A honey­
moon, even a second one, presupposes lovers. It is 
difficult for anyon e to describe thus the relationship 
between the leaders and their proxies in the battle 
just concluded. It is at best an uneasy truce before 
the next round b egins . The end of round one gives 
Morarji , Chandra Shekhar and company an edge 
over their rivals . Charan Singh is out of the Union 
Cabinet and has yielded to political compulsions by 
withdrawing his "resignation letter". We are told 
by learned columnists that it is quite different from 
a mere "resignation". Th e additional word "letter" 
implies that Charan Singh, has in effect, withdrawn 
the charges levelled by him when resigning from 
the Executive and the Central Parliamentary Board 
last April. This is being extremely naive. 

The basic issues have not been resolved. Nor 
can they ever be, given the nature of the J anata 
Party's composition. There is a theory held by many 
scholars that, in a country like India, political par­
ties with an ideological base have only a limited 
role to play. One party dominance they say, can 
only be ended by having in opposition another party 
described in political parlance as an "umbrella party" 
more like the Democratic and Republican parties in 
the United States. The pre-1969 Congress, which 
accommodated a variety of shades of political and 
economic thought and decisions based on consensus 
was one such until Mrs. Indira Gandhi came along 
and made it clear that her idea of a consensus was 
what was acceptable to her. 

Those who have followed closely the formation 
of the J anata Party know that the J anata Party was 
formed with the limited but crucially important role 
of restoring the people's liberties and a free society . 
Apart from this unambiguous position, other aspects 
of the party's policies were open to various interpre-

tations. This was inevitable under the circumstan­
ces prevailing then. 

The word "Party" to describe Janata, which was 
really a Front in January-March 1977., was a clever 
election gimmick. The "various constituents kept 
their identities in cold storage while their members 
repeatedly asserted at innumerable public meetings 
that they all belonged to J anat;t a'nd that there was 
no going back to their parent parties. The word 
'Front' had acquired a bad odour after 1967 and 
1971 and might not have carried the same convic­
tion. The people wanted an alternative Party, not 
a Front with many flags and many symbols. They 
voted Janata not because of the contents. of its eco­
nomic or social policies. They voted for it, as it 
alone afforded them an escape from Indira and the 
dictatorship. They refused to think of the conse­
quences if the Janata Party failed to swim together 
after the elections . At that point of time they could 
not have cared less. Restore us our liberties, the 
rest we shall see later, was the demand of the elec­
torate. 

Liberties were restored, and the 'rest' now faces 
the party. It has been argued that what is happen­
ing in J a nata is really a personality squabble. The 
leadership is made up of prima donnas who view 
themselves as more important than the others. To 
a limited extent this is true. But only to a limited 
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FRANKLY SPEAKI]YG.,,,
Operation Topple

Jul1, 13, 1978 will go dowrr as ir recl lctter da1'
of sorts in the history of the N4aharnshtrir Legisla-
tive Assembly. For, on that day, the Assembly sirw
for the first tirne blood being shed - the blood of
a corrple of legislators injured in ir fracas in rvhiclr
ths weapons were mainly chairs, rnicrolrhoncs ancl
the goocl old fist. The provocation for this violence
inside the legislature is not important. What is sig-
nificar.rt is tlre fact that one of ths ltrst outposts of
clecent parliamentarianism h:r.s fallen rr victim to
rolvdyisln. Wh:rt :rn example for the )/oulrger gelrc-
ration !

The previous day,, NIr. Sharad Pawarr allllor.ur-
ced his resignatiorr from the coalition government.
He had never hidderr his distaSte of the=CoirgreSs(I)
pirrtnership. Sharad Pawar.'s irrtellectuhl eqrripmeirt
is far above that of his compatriots in the 

-lr{ahara-

shtrer Congress. He wtrs in fact its theoretician. It
is therefore unfortnnirte that he clid not choose to
keep out of the Ministry. This would have been the
honourable thing for him to have done. The reasor.r
he gave for quitting 

- that the Congress(I) was
reaping the benefit of the partrrership at the'cost of
the Congress led by Mr..Swaran Singh - therefore
fails to carrv conviction.

Chief Minister Vasantrao Patil swore by the
Congress Working Committee decisiorr whicli per-
mitted him to enter into a coalition with the C6ng-
ress (I) and vowed he would break the coalition an?
resign only if the Congress Working Committee ask-
ed him do so. This they did on-July 16 and he
resigned the next day.

The Congress led bv Nlr. Swaran Singh found
itself being wooed by both the Colrgress (I) and the
Janata Party. Congress (I) Chief N. K. Tirpude
oftered to support a minority Congress Govgrnment
if Vasantrao- ?atil was the' Chiel Mjnister. The
]anata Party made the same offer (thotrgh they pre-
ferred going into partnership in g<lvernment) if
Sharad Pawar was at the hclm.

The Congress Working Committee rejected both
suitors and took the honotrrable decision to sit in
opposition in the Maharashtra Legislature.
, The Congress - Congress (I) coalition rvas it-
self a post-election patchwork arrangement that
came into existence as a restilt of some adroit poli-
tical manoeuvring which carrght the frrrr:rtir Party
flat footccl. It is exactly the kirrcl ol S\/D go\:enr-
ment that discredited opposition parties in the years
follorving the 1967 elections and brought back Indira
Gandhi in 1971. No tears r-reed therefore be shed
over its demise. But what the Janatit Party has
done is to replace one SVD regime b1' another.
Clothiug such efforts by arguing that it is their duty
t<l throw out the Congress (I) as it contintres to
justify the'Emergency and therefore believes irr au-
thoritarianism will fool no one. For, Sharad Pawar
would not have taken the sterr he did had he not
beeu egged on by the Janata Party.

When will our politicians lear:n that short cuts
to lrorver have a way of recoiling on them? No doubt
s'c shall be called ide:rlists or purists or rvhat have
)/or.r. But would not the right thing have been to

2

defeat the goverrrment on the floor of the Hotrse
ancl seek a fresh mandate from the people?

The N{aharashtra episode indicates that our po-
liticians have lcarnt nothing turd forgotten nothing.
Thet, huve jrrst delivered another bocly blorv at the
democracy rvhich they wish to llrotect. - SVn

Hare Krishna Hots Up

- Barely two weeks ago business rvas booming at
the Fllre Kri.;hna temple at Jtrhu.

Limousine.s jammed the entrance tcl the temple
irs guests filed into the special nuditorium built ad-
joining it to watch performarrces by top artistes, all
signed up, as part of a plau to bring about a re-
naissance of the traditional Indian arts. Some people
wandered nbout the lavishly btrilt temple, watching
the West6r:r devotees doing their dance and chant.
irrg routine with careftrlly unselfconscious abarrdor,,
or borrglrt the rich rnilk sweets that were sold at the
entLirrrce. Others were temptecl into buying the
glossy [Iare Krishna liter:rture, printed fut Califor-
nia or beguiled into making donitions by mini-Hare
Krish_naites, predictably angelic looking kids, with
blond tufts and miniature sifiron robes,-who proved
to be shrewd sales creatures. A few searched-franti-
ctlly for their slippers, which heaped in hundreds
orrtside the temple, had a way oT routinely dii-
appearirrg.

On Sundays the crowds had to be seen to be
believed, A thousar-rd people sat down to. a free
Iunch of pounies. vefetnbles, kichdi and golden
helpings of "sheera" ali cooked in the nuresighee,
for as 1 devotee explained "When Klishira givei, he
only gives the best." When asked whv it ivas ihat
the maiority of people eating the free food appeared
to be qtrite rvell oft, the laconic reply was thgf "Lorv
caste people dont appreciate high ,class food."

Whether such ideas had anything to do with
the violently anti-Hare Krishna feelingl aroused by
the incident on Sturday 2nd July rvheie a man was
killed there one carrnot sar'.- Accordirrg to a state-
ment issuecl bv the Hare Krishua managelnent, the
fracas leadirrg to his death, started olr"rl u theft of
chappals left orrtside the temple. The devotees, some
of whom are in jail, and the rest, threatened with
immediate deportation and even death, by the forces
antagonistic to them, who now ffnd themselves in a
virtual state of siege within their Ashram, must won-
der at the ffcklerress of tlie hrdian mind. Where :rre
all thc lleople rvlro partook so lustill. <lf the lavish
Srrndav hrnches? Are thev waiting for the crisis to
cool ofl before goirrg back for fiore? Sut"D 

-th"
threat bv some sectjons of- the societl' living ihere,
to take irvel ancl occut)v the temlrle, h,iridt;t;;J;
like the kind ol' behaviour that ihould come from
rr nation -of people that is alwtrys telling the rest of
the rvorld how tolerant it is irr religioiri matters.

()rre of the Harc Krishlra members who marra-
gcd to escat)e dcscribes how hc had to spend the
ffrst few days on the beach at Juhu after hotels
where he had put up ISKCON's guests in the past
fatly refused to give him accommodation for fear
of reprisals from the public. In an effort to escape
runrvanted nttention hc rluickll' changed irrto white
pJ'jnmas and ktrrta atrd covering lris shaven l'reacl

#
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rvith a flannel cap started goillg aroLlnd in sunglasses
making personal appeals to_ those sympathetic trr
theil iiredicameut. 

-The saddest thing according to
him rv.as to find that the majority of their erstwhile
su1'lporters ptrt tlre Dhorre dorvn the moment he tried
to talk to thenr.

N'Iost of the Hare Krishna devotees horvever
have not lost heatt :rncl trtte to their faith have re-
soh'e,rl to ''lerrrve it t<l Krislrrrir" to get thc'nr out tlf
the tight spot.

Oi the evening of the Juhu btrnd, which had
been organisecl as a formal protest against them,
horvever, one spied a young mau, irt rvhite ktrrta-
pyjamas, carrying a similarly dressed boy on his
ilioulders, trying to board an airline to get out of
the countrr'. There rvas r.rothing unusttal about them,
until one looked further, ar-rd noticed the woodett
beads around their necks and the silky tassel of
golden hair hanging from the back of the boy's head
which showed them to be Hare Krishna members.
Obviously they felt that it was safer to leave it to
Air-India to get them out. - GD

The Plastic Revolution
"There is a need" says Roy Gtzzard quoted in

the London Timss, "to rethink urban forms. The
city of the future must be clean and green, safe
and sound." Nothing very unusual in these senti-
ments one may feel, until one realises that what NIr.
Cuzzard proposes to do is to reforest his ideal urban
environment with plastic trees. An architect by pro-
fession he justiffes his recommendations with the re-
mark, "For years I built plastic houses in new towns
surrounded by real trees. Now I want to see real
hotrses surrounded by plastic trees."

Plastic trees of corlrse gro\4/ greener on the other
side of the Atlantic, in the USA, where everl plas-
tic grass has been thriving for the last few years.
Apparently the only maintenance they need is a
Iittle bit of dusting now and then. The major source
of plastic foliage is in Korea which can custom
malle trees to suit a particular environmeut. The
tnrnks ancl branches are mircle of glirss reinforcecl
plastic and the foliage of poll'thene. Accordirrg to
N{r. Gt,zzard's gtridelines the tree would have to
be bonfire proof and vandal proof ancl foliage wotrlcl
have to be made self extinguishing. As a further be-
nefit he felt, that the trees slroulcl ideally be motrn-
ted in the dead of night, so that on any bright morn-
ing, the citizens. of a chosen area could wake up
and find themselves in the middle of a plastic jungle.

Those 'living in the Marine Drive and Chow-
pathv al'eils of Bornbirv mtrst irh'eady havc lirid
a pre-r'ierv of this when thev found last month bas-
kets of plastic flowers hanging from wrought irorr
posts carrying advertising slogarls. Whtrt was etsto-
nishing about these flowers rvas th:rt the blooms in
lccl, u'hitc, irrrcl bluc, all gleur out ol tlrc same bas-
ket, ir botanicirl feat possible onlv in plastic. Alas.
the florvers were not vandal proof, and within a
vi'eek of their going up, the poles from which they
htrng were bereft of them. Whoever thought of this
scherne must no clotrbt take comfort from the thou-
ght that little baskets of bhre, white, ancl recl
florvers, must now be brightening so malry clark

Freedom First

corners, carrying NIr. Guzzard's plastic revolution
right into individual homes. - CD

Horv to Ruin a Good Thing
Not evert' foreigner u'ho comes to India is a

liidden irgent of the CIA or for that matter of
Si\\/AK or the KGB. Nlost are innocent tourists be-
guiled by some beckorrinq postel of the Taj Nfahal
or the Khajulaho telnple irr sonro little tourist
agency in their mother country. Others having seen
T\/ stories of tlie horrors of Indian poverty decided
that India is the place where they would spend a
few months or even years of their life serving man-
kind. There are businessmen and professionals from
abroacl serving orle ol the other of the maligned
multi-nationals or perhaps some State undertaking.

The purpose of all this is to draw the attentiorr
of readers to the little village of Maliwada near
Daulatabad in Maharashtra, which had the privi-
lege of receiving no less a dignitary than the Presi-
dent of India last Jrrne. The President came, he saw
and he lashed out - at the foreigners in the vil-
l:rge. And thereby hangs a tale.

Maliwada was a sleepy little village near Mo-
hammed Bin Tughluq's Daulatabad. It was like
any other village with its quota of poverty, misery
and all those things common to thousands of our
villages.

Th" village was picked up by some foreignc.r
who had a yen to serve mankind and soon a soci-
ety was formed, registered and afiiliated to an inter-
national service group called the Institute of Cultu-
ral Affairs. This latter Institute has 24 community
proj_ects spread in various parts of the developing
rvorld. One of them happens to be in Maliwada.
Don't ask why l{aliwada and not some other obs-
cure village. It is just one of those things. Any-
rvay, the result was Maliwada prospered. Accordirig
to a qr-ess !9port living standards have gone up ap-
preciably.-The village boasts a simple saw m-ill,-a
food enrichment htrtment, a community catering j"r.
vice and a packing case production hut - a[ cot-
tage industries to gladden the heart of a Charan
Singh ! Right nou' the societv in \{alirvaclir is busv
Iririnirrq v<l]rrrrtc,els frolrr.lS other villaqes to starlt
similar projects. Even the Government -of lv{ahara-
shtra was giving its fullest co-operation to the N{ali-
wadirrns.

One visit by the President of India, and the
picture has clranged. _ He expressed his annoyance
rvith th_e pr'oject which accor-ding to him was'mak-
ing "tatll claims and pretentious llropaganda." And
why, asked the President, was theie need for several
forc'igners in the venture?

The btrreaucrrrcy rvas cluick to seize on the
President's word, Red ta-l:e, we uuder.stand has noti-
ceabll, irrcreased, arrd the btrreatrcrats have
"growir strspiciotrs of a project which has the offi-
cirrl rrpprovrr] of tlre Cerrtral ancl Statc Covcnrmcnts."
Eight foreigrrers vvhose visas are :lborrt to e.xpire
hrw'e beerr lold that they are not being rene*ecl.
Hlppily it rvotrld appear that the exit of these un-
ll"ppl, gentlemen rvill not destrol' the good work
clone by thenr becar-rse the village "ovei the past
thre,e years has btrilt tqt its own self-confident lea-
clershilt". Anren fol that. -SVII
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V; KICI( FRoM THE HoRSE
Geeta

The 1'ear of the Horse,, supposed to bring about
a peliod of stability on the Asian continent, has
deilt Afghanistan with an unexpected kick, the
painftrl consequences of which are bound to be felt
iu the strrrouirding regions also. But that's holv it
is rvith horses, ths Chinese philosophers who have
formulated the twelve yearly cycle will say, they are
unpredictable.

Almost everything else about the April 27th
couD, now glolified into a revolutiou, has been de-
preisingly p"redictable. The tanks rolling down the
main streets of the capital occupying key positions,
the bombardment of the Presidential palace, follow-
ed after a brief period of confusion and silence, by
the inevitable announcement about liberating the
people from oppression and hailed with varying
degrees of enthusiasm by capitals around the world.
Indeed this has almost become the accepted form
of changing governments in countries with a colo-
nial past, the only variation being provided by the
line-up of different countries waiting to recognise
the new regime.

Pessimists will of 
"orrrrl 

say that most predic-
table of all have been the Soviet built tanks and
Mig 2ls manned by Soviet trained personnel used
durlig the coup and the fact that the new Presi-
dent Mr. Nur Mohammad Taraki and his entire
Cabinet belong to the Democratic Khalq Party,
described as "Afghanistan's principal Communist
faction". In the context of Afghanistan, landlocked,

economically weak and located in the soft under-
belly of the Soviet Union's Central Asian territo-
ries, such pessimism is almost iustiffed. To be sure
Afghanistan's neutrality was guaranteed in the 1931
Soviet-Afghan Treaty of Neutrality and Mutual
Non-Aggression and in the new treaty signed in
December 1975. This, together with the speed with
which the new regime took charge and indicated
that with Allah's blessings it was back to business
as usual and combined with the surprisingly low-
key response by the USA, could leave room for hope
that all may be well yet. It is no doubt in this spirit
that the Prime Minister in a speech at the Wbrld
Affails Council and Commonwealth Club in San
Fransisco remarked with regard to Afghanistan, "fn
all cleveloping countries nationalism is a stronger
force than any ideollgy and the best way to pro-
mote good relations between countries is to respect
natior.ralism."

If India has chosen to turn a bland if not blind
eye towards the real nature of developments in
Afghanistan it is possibly because there is little else
she can do. Unlike the British in the past, .she is in
rro position to take the role of an oppbnent to play
in Asia. The other name of the ea;r'e is of coirrse
"Self Interest" and the consistency" with which Rus-
sia has pursued its ends in this region makes one
ieel that nothing ever changes. The Chinese astro-
logers were right when they described one cycle of
events followed by an identical one in endless suc-
cession. Only the means change and what was once
called colonialism is now termed ideology.

4'

Doctor

In the lSth century it was Peter the Great and
the pretext that he made up to attack Persia sounds
curiously familiar. The year 1722 was just right to
pursue his eastern ambitions. The Afghans, under
Nfahmud, of the Gnlzai tribe, had prepared the
groundwork for him bv striking a death blow to the
tottering Safavi dynasty in Isphahan, which, with its
irdherence to Shiism, was a perpetual solrrce of af-
front to its Sunni neighbours. With the last of the
Safavis, Tahmasp hiding in the mountains, Peter the
Great first made his cliplomatic moves by promising
to come to his help, for which favour Tahmasp
agreed to part with some important provinces
around the Caspian. Then Peter sent his ambassa-
dor to the court of Mahmud with a complaint that
a Russian convoy had been attacked on its way
from China by the neighbouring Uzbeqs. Mahmud"
who was barely aware that the Russians even exis-
ted, replied that he could not be held responsible
for what his neighbours did, but by this time the
Russians were on their way.

One of the main objectives of the Russian gov-
emment was to get an access to the warm waters
of the Persian gulf as an outlet for its trade which
beca_me virtually landlocked in winter. Lest Turkey,
anoth,er Sunni neighbour of Persia should get simi-
lar ideas of attacking a weakened Persia, lhe Rus-
s-ians signed a treaty with them graciously giving
them portions of Peisian territory. -Peter tlie -GreaI
of course died before realising th'e full extent of his
ambitions, but halfway during the course of his
journey southwards, he made a signfficant remark
to one of his generals that gave a -hint of his ulti-
mate .aims, 'Have you ever been in the gulf at
Astarabad?" he aske4 pointing to a mountain bar-
rier to the south east, "You must know that these
mountains extend to Astarabad and then from there
to Balkh, Bukhara and Badakshan it is only twelve
days journey with camels. Bukhara is the commer.
cial centre of those parts and on that road to India
no one can interfere with us."

- Thirty yea_rs after Mahmud's Persian conquest
which soon ended for him in disaster, Nadir Shih a
Persian ge,neral ffshed out the last of the Safavis,
Tahmasp, from hiding, rallied the people round him,
drove -the Afglla-ns otlt of Isphahai. aird having dis-
pensed with Tahmasp, got ieady for his mosi well
known exploit, his atlack on India. As his allies, he
took tlre very Afghans who had so recently plunder-
_ed Persia, and their combined sacking 

-oI 
Delhi

became a synonym for barbarous cruelty. In the pro-
cess he _managed to take an enormous'booty, wfrich
included the Kohinoor diamond, but when Nadir
Shah was killed on the way back to persia, his
Afghan ally took the Kohinoor with him,, from whereit passed on to Ranjit Singh and the British. More
la-sting to Ahmad Shah wai the possession of some
of the territories conquered undei Nadir Shaht ban-
ner which still formi the basis of modern Afgha-
nistan.

This was the state of affairs when the British
came on the scene and as they consolidated their

\,
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position ou tl)e strb-coutinent realisecl that Afgha-
iristan rvas of strttegic importarrce irs "the gateway
to India" ancl that the Khvber Pass frorn Pesharvar,
led straight viir Kabul to tlre Russian capital. What
thev hacl not reckoued lvith rvrts the fiercely inde-
lreritlent nature of the Afgltan tribes rvlto time and
iimc agirin dcficd thc' srrperior forces of thc Blitish.
Russiirn emissaries were never far from the sceue
scttirrg one ttiltc agirinst thc: other. Btlth thc. Ist autl
IInd Afghan wars were set in motion as a direct re-
sult of Russian machinations in thc irrea, but whrrt
is more interesting is to note tlrat the Ist Afghan
rvar in 1842, in which the British folce in Kabul
was decimated almost to the last mar.r, wels seelt as
the first irssault on the invincible might of the Bri-
tish even leading, according to some cornmentators,
to the Great Bengal lr'Iutiny fifteen years later. Only
the eventual formation of the North Westenr Fron-
tier Provinces, with the introduction of colonial ad-
ministration and the laying down of frontiers and
boundaries, led to a period of relative stability.

On the other side of Afghanistan, in Turkestan
and Uzbeqistan, Russia was progressing in much the
same way. Except that she believed in grafting vast
numbers of her surplus population onto the native
population, which was eventually to prove benefi-
cial, when during the era of Soviet Communist
transformation these areas were quietly absorbed in-
to the Russian motherland. That the Muslim mino-
rity did not entirely like what was happening to
them can be seen fiom the s1:oradic attenipts at re-
sistance which culminated in the Basmachi Revolt
in 1918. Though it went on for five years and had
some support from the Turkish government, when
it collapsed in 1923, the illiterate lr{uslim peasants
were left leaderless. Soviet historians point out that
it was "the will of the lV{uslim peoples themselves"
to continue to be a part of Russia and forego their
nationalistic aspir:rtions. Though there are no clear
accounts, it is believed that all those who did not
have the will were deported into various camps in
the less hospitable regions of Russia. But there is
also reason to think that Mtrslim aspirations in those
areas has never died down completelr, :rncl both
lltrssia and China, just across thc. borclel iu Siukiang,
are said to be hyper.sensitive to each other's ilterfei'-
ence with the N{uslim sections of the population in
these areas.

It is in this context that it is ir.rteresting to
watch the role which Allah is being invited to play
in the current game in Afghanistan. The reg-im'e
was established "in the name of Allali" but in his
last speech, comirrg in the wake of rumours that
a right lvir-rg opposition is orgarrizing itself, Prime
N{inister Ncxrr lvlohammed Tarakki spelt out who
could, and cotrld not, be called a clefender of the
faith. "We revele those spiritnal leaders rvho are
engaged in rvorslrip in accorclance with tlre prirrci-
ples of Islanr ancl clo rrot irrterferc irr politics." lre
said. "Horvever, thoss rvho plot agirinst the great
;\pril rerolutiorr ancl distolt the valuable principles
of the Islamic religion rve consicler ther.n a-s ttaibrs
arrd will crush them,"

The Persians have I belief that as long as they
have onll' two opposing forces to balance-thev are
safe, rvhcn thc thil'd one comes in therc is tr.ciublc.

Freetlom First

The third, and hitherto unreckor-redwitli force that
is corning iut<l porver in the region is of course
China. Some obsen'ers believe that it is China's fears
of eucirclemen!, amounting alrnost to il neurosis,
that has led Russia to strengthen its position in the
legion, first in Afghanistan and norv in Sotrth Yemen.
Chinir has replied rvith goodwill visits, to calm
dorvn an already lrervous Shah of Iran, and a Pakis-
tiur, clis^traught rvith her ou'rr intr:ntal proltlems, plus,
of course, the much publicized opening of the Ka-
rakoram highway. But a study of a map of the re-
gion will show that while reactivating the old silk
route may have its strategic benefits,, these are noth-
ing like those provided by the solid network of
roads built by the Russians, in a territory which is
also much more accessible.

It is not entirely strrprising in the circumstance
to find China making somewhat sudden and insistent
demands of friendship towards India. There is every
reason to believe though, that even while trying to
normalize relations China will still carr:y on her back
door tactics and attempt to re-activate the Naga and
lr4izo problems.

If the situation thus seems fraught with uncer-
tainty fbr India, to Afghanistan's two closest neigh-
botrrs, the leftist coup C-'etat must seem the last
straw. In Pakistan, General Zia is said to have moved
his troops from the West, after assurances from Khan
Wali Khan and the dead, former Afghan premie4,
Daoud, that there would be no more trouble from
the border tribes, to Sind in a bid to keep Mr.'
Bhutto's possible supporters at bay. Now that ieveral
Baluchi leaders have been released from detention
within Afghanistan they are beginning to renew their
struggle for a separate state and with this new situa-
tion the Afghan delegate's comment in the U.N. as-
sembly, tlrat the problems of the Pakhtoons and the
Ilaluchis, "will be considered at an appropriate time
in the light of the aims and objectives of the April
levolution" is hardly likely to create confidence in
Pakistan.

In Iran, the Shah is going through a period of
nemesis for his high handed authoritarian mode of
frurctioning. In thc cnrrent rvavc of studcrrt unrest
combir.recl rvith criticism from the Ulerna, he has
reacted predictably, showing ffrst the iron first and
then putting on his velvet glbve. Only' a month back,
amidst mounting rumours of an imminent
cotrp that would sweep him out i.rlso, he threatened
that he had until then been too lenient and had
not showed his real strength, but this has been fol-
lowecl by a softening attittrde towards the press
and a turn towards mole liberal Parliamen-
taly trarrsactions, In iln cvell more dramatic
gesttrre the head of the hated secret police (SAVAK)
has bcerr changed, btrt whether these irre all mere
sops to lrublic sentiment, ratlrer tlrarr :t real change
of heart, can of corrr.se be deb:rtecl. Tlre fact remains
thotrglr tlrlt lrc ltirs bccrr rrrlirrg for 37 r'curs, irr rr

corrrrtrv tackecl by centrifrrgirl forces, dtrring a periocl
of almost rrnbelicvable transforrnation, arrd in the cir-
ctrlnstances, has proved to bc a l)r'agmatic, far-sighted
rrrler'. If therc is anything he rrrrderstands well, it is
the por.r'o' gane, i.t lot bid qualification to have in a
legiorr rvlrcre the big powcrs have indicated that
tlrey rrrc willirrg to play for high stakes.
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A GREAT HOPE DASHET)
Prafulla lllohanti

I was in the village (Narrprrr, Orissa) in- January
1977 when a t'ntllt retirrning from the trearby towu
r"ia. "ttt.t. Ganclhi has cal'led an electior.r"' It was

o iriL"" of nerv.s which nobody was prepared to be-

lieve. But soon it was confirmed by announcements
on the radio.

i\4rs. Ganclhi's political moves had alwal's- provecl

right. NIy Indirrn Journalist friends said, "Of cotrrse
sh"e rvill rvin. Tolvirs trnd cities may vote against her
but the villirges rvill definitely vote for Congress"'

I wanted to study the reactiorrs of a village to
the election. My ou'n village belonged -to a consti-
tuencv reserved ior the Harfians (formerlv kuown as

untotrchables). So I selected another village in a

rural constituency which had no caste restrictions.
It was a remote village with a population of 2,500

and had a large number of Muslims and Harijans
Iiving as neighbours- with high caste- Hindus, Be-
sides" a Congiess and a Janata candidate there was
a Communist candidate.

I visited the village for Jhe first time at the end
of February', two and-a half weeks before the elec-
tion. It wii a quiet farming village witlr settlements
situated on eithir side of a small canal whose em-
bankment provided the only means of access. It
contained i mud track just wide enough for one
bullock cart.

It was soon after the harvest. The country-
side looked fresh and green. The mango trees were
full of blossom. The mtrd walls of the thatched
houses were decorated with rice paste to welcome
Lakshmi, the Goddess of Wealth.

The canal was full of water and the meeting
nlace for the villagers with children swimming, men
'and women bathing and cattle being washed. It
was midday. The lartners were returning from the
fields. A group of villagers were sitting-undcr ;r

tree. qossiDilrg. ^ When I isked them who they were
goi"g"to ulote"fot they became suspicious. - "Are yotr
Irorn" the Govemment?" I expl3ined who I was.
Thev became relaxed. "We haven't made our minds
un vet. Partv workers have iust started to come'
Tie'village elders will decidd a week before the
election".

When I askecl about their personal views, lt
thin man replied, "My vote is my sectet. But Con-
qress has been irr Dolver for 30 years. Prices arc
going uri and we don't have enough to eat. Our'
Enital'""' ars unemploved. So you -can guess who
I'm going to vote for".

A milkmau was passing by. "Will you vote?"
I asked him. "Of course, it's my birthriglrt"'

Rights mattered. The -right-s of the individr"ral
became the main issue in the election campaign.

The Janata workers, rnainly student volt}rteers,
went from home to home explaining to people how
N{rs. Ganclhi hacl murdered democracy.

"Fol a stable govcrrlmellt, .vote for Congress"
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chanted the Congress rvorkers. "There is no unity
among Jirttattr ancl they won't lrrst long as a patty.'
I thouglrt they took the villtrgers for granted and
dicl not approach them individuallv.

"The Jantrta pirrty is right wing and will not
look after the minoiities. Congress favours the
bourgeoise" shouted the Communists. "Whatever
you do, don't sell your votes", they warned the
Harijans.

The Harijan settlemer.rt had 20 families. They
had no lald of their own. Even the plots on which
their houses stood belonged to different landlords.
Thel' 1v"r" not educated and did tenant farming,
getting 50 per cent of the produce. "We have been
voting for Congress because it opened our eyes", a
man with four undernourished children told me.
"TIie path to our settlement has always been an
issue at previons elections. Politicians make promi-
ses but nothing happens."

In contrast the 50 Muslim families were better
off. Some owned land, several were educated and
worked away from the village.

The three candidates were all high caste Hindus
and came from landowr-ring families. They were in
their forties, educated and neatly dressed.

The Janata candidate had been an active mem-
ber of the Youth Congress until he opposed Mrs.
Gandhi. At the 1971 parliamentary ele6t-ion he was
a Congress candidate for another constituency, but
was defeated. During the Emergency a warrant
was issued to arrest him but he went underground.

The Congress candidate was a member of the
state legislative assembly (MLA) and a friend of the
Janata candidate who had helped him during the
past two elections.

The Communist candidate was also an MLA
representing the Communist Party of India. He
supported Congress and the Emergency until the in-
terests of his party were affected.

As election day came nearer the atmosphere of
the village grew tense. Ivlarket days were ^exciting.

Political workers came with banners, posters, leaflets
and loudspeakers. The noise was overwhelming.
But the villrrgers rvent on buf irrg ancl selling, com-
pletely rurdisturbecl.

Eminent people came to speak. I was present
at a Janata party meeting. After many months of
silence during tlre Emergency this w:ls tbe first
opportunity for the villagers to listen to politicians
opposing the Government. So people came in large
numbers from the surrounding villages. I was im-
pressed by one speaker's skills to communicate with
the villagers.

He accused Nfrs. Gandhi of dictatorship. "Now
there are two laws one for lr{rs. Gandhi and one for
us. We have no right to say anything against her.
The police ian arrest'you and you cant 'open your
mouth. Those who brought frcedom to this country
rvere put in iail. They were called traitors because
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they' dicln't agrce with her. The Corrqress Presicleut
said, "India is Indira arrd Indir.a is 

-india." 
India

has rivers, Iakes, morrnta-ins, trees and paddy,ffelds.
Has lr{rs. Ganclhi got all these? If two trees fell
dorvn carr we say that N{r.s. Girnclhi's two teeth fell
out? If 1,ou don't vote for fanatir this rvill be the
last election in h.rclil's histor-v. We rvill spend the
rest of our lives in jail. So il is not only tlre future
of India but also otrr ftrte which is iu yorrr halds."

?eo-plc listened silently itnd clanped rvhen thel'
Iiked what he said.

After the meeting I asked a villager what he
thought about lr{rs. Gandhi and her so.ir. He saitl
he did not like familv _mle. "It happened durilg the
time of the maharajalrs. What qiralifications-'has
Sanjay Gandhi? He came to Orilsa recently ancl
lakhs of rupees were- spent to welcorne him. Why?
Only because he's thd son of the rriime minister.
My son is more qrraliffed than him- brrt he's rrn-
employed."

In the end the fight was between Congress and
lanata. The main point of discussion wa-s alwavs
th.e rights of the individual. All the villagers'I
talked to did not like political arrests. Bu'[ the
Emergency had not afiected them personally ancl
there were no excesses of family plarining.

Only 80 per cent of the villagers could read or
write. So party symbols were important. The Con-
gress symbol of a cow and a calf was familiar. But
Janata was a new party with a new symbol a farmer
carrying a plough within a wheel. Ianata workers
took advantage of this. "If y-ou are f man, you will
vote for a man; if you are a-beast, you rvifi vote fbr
a beast." They went from house' to house with
dummy -ballot appears explaining to peopls how to
vote. "Have a change. Try trs for ffie yea.s.,'

One week before the election the r;rice of mus_
tard oil, the only oil used for cookins', doubled in
price. 'This gave.._Janata another ofiportunity to
atta_ck Congress. "You can only afiord'to use it as
medicine" the villagers were toid.

. It was generally believed that Congress bought
votes. The student volrrnteers who had 6een collit_trg -.9!-"t from^ the villagers for the Janata party
sang, -We sav, 'Give.a rrote, give a votcr', Co,ft,:"r',
says, 'Take a note, give a vot""."'

I was told that the night before the election was
crucial. Congress would" try to Ury if,t- _fr"rij*.,t'otes.

So I waited until midnight - in_ the Harijan
settlement in anticipation. But"nobody-""-".

The election took place on March 16. It was
I r.y""y.day with blue skies. The booth was oper.rin.the village primar.y school. NIen and women irrbright clothes waited outside to vote. The atmos_phere was that of a festival and ther" was a great
sense of. .participation. Outside the booth ;";";;israls sold snacks, sweets arrd tea.

. Ilrroughout the campaign the villagers had been
f,a,utiorrs,,in saf irrg u'ho t-he1Y *"r" go-ffilo vote for.Yve wlll vote where orrr Irapds move qrotrtlleorrslt.alrd tlre lucky orre *rti'^rr.-'"il"i"j':,' ti#'i.i;";;:
I\,Iany were sceptical., "Congress .uill *i,, 

"rryr",ly,whoever we vote for.

Freedorn First

Yet peollle danced rvith joy s'hen the election
resrrlts \\/ere announced. They liad votecl for a
change and the Janata catrclidate had won with a
majority of 100,000 votes.

I went back to the village in Nfarch 1978.
Nothing had changed,

Thc villtrgers greetecl me with a smile. "So

','ou have come to see horv we are, But none of the
politicians htrve come. Prices have gone _up. I\4us-
iarcl oil isr.r't t'r'ctt rrr',rilalrlt' to lrrr\' Tlrt' Jitrrata
Party made promises to irnprove the villages b,ut
ther,'re busy iettiug up commissions. Where is the
time to think about us?

"There is so mucl.r urtemployment and suft-ering
in our village. The change of government is like
changing bail rvine frorn oie pot to another."

There wirs a feeliug of despair in the Hariian
settlement. The landlords took lands away from
them soon after the Janata victory so they had to
rvork as day labourers. "Nobody thinks about the
poor in this country" the man with four childreu
told me.

The politician whose speech had irnpressed me
so much had become a minister in the State Janata
Government. I went to see him in his luxury bun-
galow in Bhubaneswar, the state capital, to convey
the grievances of the villagers. My appointment was
at nine in the morning. When I arrived he was
surrounded by people who were throwing requests
at him from all corhers of the room - 

jobs, trans-
fers, action against corrupt officials,, etc. The niinis-
ter saw me and asked me to wait. At 10.30 he said,
"You can see how chaotic it is here. Come to my
room at the Secretariat at 11.30."

I got there on time, but the minister had not
arrived. I waited until two in the afternoon. Still
there was no sign of him. His secretary told me
that the mir.rister was due to leave that afternoon on
a three day tour. So I left.

I bumped into him accidentally a few weeks
later at a religious gathering. "Why didnt you
come to see me?" he asked. When I said that I
waited for three hours, he replied: "You can write
that in vorrr book."

"Thelr )'ou won't let me come back to Orissa",
I joked.

He paused a little and said: "A man came to
bathe in a river. He thought the water would be
cool and refreshing. But instead he found an ocean
with roaring waves. He was frightened."

'l'lre parable i.s indeed frighteuiug. It can be
interpreted in many different ways.

The N{P for the village said he was disillusioned
and felt helpless. "Politicians, bnreaucrats and capi-
talists who form half a per cent of India's population
decide thc future of 600 million people."

The villagels said: "We'll give ]anata two
)'cars. lf thcy clorr't cl<l rvlrirt tlrcl'pronrisccl, u'e'll
throrv them orrt. We have been able to remove the
mightv Congress. Janata is nothing iu comparison."

The electiorr had made them realise the power
thcl' had.

- Tlrc Tines, London, N{ay 19, I97B
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THE UNANSWtrRtrD II\DICTMtrNT
The latest deoelopnrcnt in the affairs of the L[inorities Contmission on, uhich u:e ltad commented

ott tlte f ront pugc of ort issue lust montlt urc tlte ensu:ers giaen to tlrc questiorls DItt in both llouses of
Purliuntcnt on lulg 19 und 20. Proaoked bg seaerul rtdements mude l,U the Prime lllinister in botlt
Ilouses, tr[r. Llusurti lvts felt cotrtruined to releuse tlrc tert of the tto letters lte und his colleugties
ucldressccl to tlte Printe trfinister on April 27 and l,Iay I to rchiclr no re1ily rltatsoauer .r.os euer receiued.

The f ill texts of thcse tro letters ure reproduced belotc :

New Delhi-U0001
April 27, l97B

Dear Prime Nlinister,
Thank 1'ou for yorrr prompt letter dated 3rd

April 1978 iu repl;' to m1, letter clated 23rcl N{arclr,
2. When we met, you had very clearly said

that the Nlinorities Commissior.r shotrld not be treated
as an "attached office" of the Home N{inistry. In
fact yotrr orvn view was thrrt it shoulcl not be
attached to any lr'Iinistry at all or even to yourself.
I fear that your letter of the 3rd April does not re-
flect that basic approach.

8. It does not really matter how the Commis-
sion is labelled or described. It is the substance of
the independence of the Commission that matters.
Your letter does not inclicatq how this independence
of the Commission, to which'you have referi'ed to in
your letter, is to be secured.

4. Two months after coming into existence, the
Commission does not have any premises or office
in which to function and no staff to help with our
work, except the Secretary of the Commission and
one Under Secretary.

5. The result is that when I come to Delhi, I
share the room which is temporarily given in the
MHA to the Secretary of the Commission. Professor
V. V .John lras agreed to work as a full time mem-
ber but is unable to function as he has to go to
Jodhpur in the absence of an office or even iresi-
dence for him in Delhi. We feel greatly frustrated.

6. In the absence of staff, over 600 represen.
tations addressed to the Commission have not even
been acknowledged. What effect this will have on
the public you can rvell jmagine. Qtrite frankly., we
feel we have been placed in a false position. The
fault is not of any individual, but of the bureaucra-
tic system.

7. This situation was discussed with the Home
Secretary'and certain assurances given to us and
date lines for actions laid down as in the minutes of
the meetirrg, u'hich are encloscd.

8. We do hope that these assrrrances will be
carried out and that the Comission will be allowed
to function _npqningfully. -Qtrite frdnkly, my two col-
leagues and I feel that if the preseni nosition does
not change radically and Goveinment d-o not ffnd it
possible to fulffl their obligatiorr to provide or reut
suitable o{"q- premises for the Commission by Slst
May, we shall reluctantly have to consider request-
TB you to relieve us of orrr membership of the
Commission. I trust you will appleciate tliat this is
a measure of our distress at not being able to fulfil
the obligations which we urrdertook ih response to
your invitation.

Yours sincerely,
NI. R. N{asaui.

8

New Delhi-l10001.
NIay 9, 1978.

Dear Prime ll{inister,

One of us as Chainnan of the lr{inorities Com-
mission had written to I'ou on April 27 telling yotr
abotrt the impossible conditions in rvlrich the Com-
mission found itself as a restrlt of rrot having offfce
plemises or essential stall and functior.ring as an
'attachecl ofEce' of the [4inistry of Home Affairs.

2. Since then, there has been a further unplea-
sant development. On Mtrrch 30, the Chairman of the
Commission wrote to the Education Minister inform-
ing him that the Commission had received a- Merno-
ratrdum inviting the Commission's interest in the pro-
posed legislation in regard to the Aligarh Muslim
University and saying that the Commission would
appreciate receiving a note on the position in regard
to this matter to enable the Commission to discuss
the subject at its next meeting on April 26 and 27.
The Chairman's letter had then gone on to observe:
'Now that the Minorities Commission is seized of
this matter, I hope I may assume that further action
by Government such as drafting or introduction of a
Bill to be introduced in Parliament will not be un-
dertaken till the Commission have had opportunity
to consider this matter and make their recommenda-
tions'.

q. No reply was received to this letter till May
5, when the Chairman received the Education Mi-
nister's reply which was dated 20th April, but which
arrived in Bombay as an 'unregisterecl parcel' a fort-
night later with copies of a nole on th-e subject. No
referertce was made in the Edtrcation lr4inister's let-
ter to any Bill on the subiect being introduced dur-
ing the ctrrrent session of Parliament.

4. On May 5, Members of the Commission were
surprised to read itr the press a news item about the
Education Minister's announcement in Parliament the
previous day about the ir-rtroduction of a Bill .before
the end of the current session of Parliament.

5. The Cornrnis.sion have tocla_v nrarle a prelimi-
nary report to Governmerrt on the iubject of Aligarh
N{trslim Universitl, in which they have inter olia re-
corded their strrprise at being ignorecl and bypassed
on a subiect of this natrre everi after a requeit had
been madc that the Commission shorrld be given an
opportunity to make their recommendations to Gov-
ernment before legislation was introduced in Parlia-
ment.

6. We had rcsponcled to your Government's in-
vitertion to serve on the Nlinorities Commission on the
strength of asstrrances given to us tlrat Govemment
attaclred considerable importance to the Commission's
work and would give great weight to their iecom-

(Cc.rntirrucd clu page l0)
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.AI\ trVENIi\G OF SOVIET HUMOUR'
Israel I henker

ASHINGTON, Juue 23 (NYT) - The Kennlrr
hrstitute for Advanced Rrrssiar.r Stuclies saicl

to sober Krernihrologv and liftecl the curtairr
rvith irn "Evening of Soviet Fltrmour."

Scholars abtrndoned rnintrtiae - strcngths of
leaders, fevel charts of rivalries, even Politburo die-
tarl' s'cakn('ss - a1{ dc'liyered tht'mselyes ilstt'ircl
to the belly laugh. l-rederick Starr, secretary of the
institute, called experts known to them, who con-
strlted carcl ffles heretofore unknowr.l, and preparecl

- in the interests of disinterested scholarslrip - to
share the gross international product.

Mr. Strrrr triecl to establisl'r scholarly categories :

Russiiurs joking abont thernselves, about the lr,mart
predicament, and - almost too subversive for words

- about Americans. An exrrml:le illustrating all
three tvpes: Two Soviet immigrants meet in New
York. "Are you set up yet?" ous asks, and the other
replies: "No, I'm still working."

One of the first to accept Mr. Stirrr's invitation
was Abrerham Brumberg, forrner editor of "Problems
of Commtu'rism" ancl Iyricist of the record "N{y Dar-
ling Partv Line" (sample title: "Hegel Bagel Lenin
and Lox"). Now a guest scholar at the institute, N{r.
Bnrmberg sr.rggested serions, Marxist division of la-
bor: he would tell the iokes and Prof. Stephen Co.
hen of Princeton would explain their signlficance.

"Mar.rism.," lr{r. Cohen^ exclaimed. " "Marxism
was serious for three minutes and it's been funny
ever since."

"May we tell iokes in Russian?" Prof. Valdimir
Treml, of Duke University,'asked.

"As long as you tell them in English," N{r. Cohen
said.

"With a Jewish accent," [4r. Brumberg added,
recalling the party rnilitant who said: "Comrade
Rabinovich, why weren't you present at the last
meeting of the Communist Party?" Rabinovich ans-
wered: "No one told me that it would be the last
one,"

N,Ir. Cohen reported the theory that all anti-
Soviet anecdotes are the work of this single free-
booter' "Wh]' are tlrere rro longer any' anecclotes irr
Nloscorv? he asked. "Rabinovich has emigratecl."

Cene Sosin of Radio Free Europe remembered
that, before emigration, Rabinovich was dragged to
the Kremlin ."Rabinovicfu" Soviet leader Leonid
Brezhnev pleadecl, "don't you know we're trying to
establish detente? Don't you know we'r'e working
to produce meat and butter to feed orrr people?"
Rabinovich replied: "Comrade Brezhnev, I ^thdught
you brought me here to discrrss my iokes, not youis."

N{r. Cohen offered what he called the two oldcst
Soviet iok-es. What_is the difference betweerr capi-
talism and socialism? Answer: Capitalism is the ex-
ploitati<ln of man by man; socialism is the opposite.

Second ioke: Is it possible to build socialism in
orle cornrtrl', sirl'Itlollrurd? Of c<lrrrst:, brrt u'lrat
have riotr got against Holland?

Obiecting to revisionism of party one-liners, Plof.
lr{aurice Frieclbcrg of tlrc University <lf Ilhtois r,<l-
Iunteerecl u'hat he callecl "the car.ronical version." A
po<-rr Jew is irskccl: "Carr one build socialism in one
countrl'?" Perplexecl, he goes to the rabbi, who

cottsrrlts the. Tirlrnucl and replics : "Ycs,, it is possi-
ble to brrilcl socialism in one corrntr,v, but one slrotrlcl
live in arrr.rther country,"

Ancl then thele arc the two Communists eager
to eraclicate religion. They hicle in a church while
ari olcl bultusltku knecls trt the altar and asks God
to l'llotcc't Rrezltrrt'r' rurd Kos\f gin. Iirnc.rging frorn
corrceirlmeut, a zealot remonitiirtes : "There- is no
God, babuslrftc. Sixty years ago you prayed for the
Czar." Bubusl*o rrods and savs: "Yorr remember
rvhat happeued."

"The iu-recdote tells trs erborrt the real Soviet so-
ciety,," NIr. Cr-rhen suggestecl. noting thirt or-re cate-
gor."- of jokes ltrmcnts the corning of the levolution
and irnother mounls the death of the revolution.

"Is the revolution alive?" a Russian asks, and
anotlter replies: "\'es, and on display at the Museum
of the Revoltrtion, N{ondtrv through Friday."

Aron Katsenlinboigen. a Soviet emigre who tea-
ches economics at tlre University of Pennsylvania,
said that he rvas stmck by the professionalization of
hrrmor in the United States - official jokewriters,
salaried humorists, sobriety for the mitsses. Not so
in the Soviet Union, he said.

"If songs iue prohibited, neople sing them, even
if they don't have a voice," he said. "If jokes are
prohibited, people tell them, even if they tell them
badly. In tlre Soviet Uniorr we cliscussed politics
by telling jokes."

Soviet anecdotes suggest that thiugs could be
and will be, a speaker suggested. And the

common response is not "How frrnny l" but "How
tme!"

Ilerald Tributre, June 24, 25, 7978

,Good Roads do most to
develop the counfiy and
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WORLD I\EWS
BANGKOK'S PILL CRISIS

For tlre past month abotrt 300,000 Thai women
have been srveatir-.g orrt the Grent Pill Clisis while
the crusading birth cotrtrol chtrmpion Nlechal Vira-
vaidl'a dicl battle on their behalf.

As oftcn in the past, the crt' r-ettt up last Friclal'
that "Nfechai had clone it again."

N'Iechai had otrtfankecl the cotrrts, tlts goverrr'
ment ancl the Boonrntr Nlttving aucl Storage Corn-
pany by threatening to get 20,000 wotnen into the
itr"6ts demonstratirifi. There is no doubt that they
would have been alrgry, sirtce all of them faced tur-
wanted pregnancies. And in Thailirnd rvhen N'le-

chai threateirs to do something he is believed.

Mechai is such a dedicirted birth control advo-
cate he has pledged to hirve ir televisecl v-asectomy
after the birth of his second child. He has been
shocking his countrymetr atrd \vomen (and children)
for three years rvith theatricnl birth control displays,
blowing up condoms at diplomatic parties and open-
ly talking about sex to schoolchildren.

In the process he has built up a countrywide
non-profit network of srrbsidised pill distributors in
about 8,000 villages with about 240,000 women reci-
pients.

That became a problem for Mechai early this
month. The Boonma Company had discovered last
January that two big truckloads of pills stored for
Mechai's 'programme were missing. lr4echai asked
for 950,001 in compensation. The comptrny offered
a niggling 930. lvlechai brought suit. The com-
nanv brousht a countersuit savinq that lr'Iechai had
irot'told tfr'em the value or the iature of the pills.

Meanwhile, the company was refusing to release
any of the additional pills it was keeping in storage
for Mechai. The story reached the local newspapers
in the middle of last motrth rvhen Mechai publicly
warned that 240,000 unwanted pregnancies were just
around the corner unless he got more pills by June
30.

In a pointed threat to the Boonma Company's
oocketbooll he estimated that the unwanted babies
would cost something like 980 millions in upkeep
over the next 15 years. The implication rvas that
the Boonma Company might be liable for that bill.

The company caved in on Friday and the pills
were on the way to distributors the next day. The
lawsuits are still pending and the Boonma company
is still holding 10 million condoms but Mechai had
clearly won the pill battle.

George McArthur, The Cuarditn, July 3, 1978'

AGGRESSTON AGAINST ANGOI,A?

SPR. S. At least, Africe is rvaking tr1: to the real
nature of the Cuban presence. The attack on Zaire's
Shaba [tovince has been the catalyst. Here for the

l0

fir'st time :r Cubirtt-supported force has acttlally in-
vatled a neighbottring black sovereign state'

No r,r,onclet' Fidel Castro wottld now like to
make neonle tlrink thrrt his forces had nothing to
clo u'itir it. His tcc'lrrritlrre is to say that the invasion
was not irr his corrntr-y"s irrtelests' and therefore it
is ir-rgical that his forces hacl -nothing to do with it'
ihit"ir not very convincing logic, however, and -to
thctse rvho know the overrvlielm-ing position of Cuba
as firr as rnantrgirrg Arrgola is c'o-ttcenred it is quite
impossible that'an"invaiion could lrave -been moun-
teci ftom Angoltrn territory without the Cubans
stopping it if they had wanted to'

Cubrrrr forces in Angola ilre now at the same

strength as they were tli-ree month-s ago' Castro
claim"s in an interview, however, that somewhere
alons the line these forces were reduced' He goes

oii t 
-"But after the Moroccan and French raids in-

to Zaire, we reinforced our troops -in Angola to pre-

""t-rt 
*g'S."tsion. So what stoP-Ped our plo"gtt 9i

withdrawal from Angola was intertereuce rn zalre

The double standards involved are so glaring that
thev hardlv have to be pointed out. Cuba's occupa-
tiori of Aneola is brotheily aid, French and lr{oroc-
can helrr for Zaire in a dire emerge-ncy is a matter
of i'.aidi". No one really supposes that these forces
had a"y intention whatevei bf 

- 
attacking Angola,

even in hot pursuit, which would have been clear-
ly justified.

"Our mission in Angola", says Fidel Castro, "il
the defence of Angola igainst foreign aggression"i
g,rt th" truth is thit the -Cuban misiion is to 'keep
in nower the Marxist regime of Agostinho Neto,
*hiLtr the Aneolan peopl; have clearly reiected
through their "overwhelriing support of UNITA and
the Jther liberation forcesi 'i$ere are other non-
sectuiturs in Fidel Castro's latest remarks: he says

thit three months aqo he reduced the Cuban for-

""t in Ansolfl bv haii and then had to bring them
Lac'k becit,t" oi the French and Moroccan raids
i"io Zoit". But he also says that the Cubans have
to stav in Aneola until "the problem of Rhodesia,
Namlbia and South Africa" has been solved' In
other words, they are to remain for the duration'
n"a tt" finisires t6e argument with a conffrmation of

t
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(Continued from Page 8)

mendations. We had therefore entered on our work
*ittr gr"nt zest and high expectations^of being able
to clo"some useftrl wor[ in this field of endeavour in
the national interest.

7. The facts to which we have referred in this
letter ancl in our earlier letter of April 27 have led
trs to the sad concltrsion that conditions do not exist
in which we can fulfil the tasks that face the Com-
mission. We, therefore, request you to accept our
resiqnations as from Slst lrtay 1978. Till then, we
shail continue to do whatever work we can.

"f,i1"u."if,"":""tli
V. V. John
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this: "It is difficult to ffgure out circumstances uu-
der rvhich Ctrlta arrd Anfola s'oulcl decide to rvith-
<lrarv our forces from Angolir"'

"Liberatitxr", srtys Fidel Castro, referring to
Rhodesia, "is a problem of the people of the courrtry
involved. It cannot be imported from itbroatl". FIe
may be referring to llhodesia, but it is rr doctrine
rvhich ought to bt' appliecl to Angola. In large sec-
tions of Arrgola, the people are fighting fol their
freedom - not against a white supremacy regime
but against the supremacy of Cuba. Why should
this doctrine be valid for Rhodesia trnd not for Au-
gola?

Su;dss Press Rersieu, June 26, 1978.

..ARSENAL OF DEMOCRACY''

Tom Gervasi is not a government whistle-blower
in the true sense of the word. He did not leave the
US army and tell tales about how and why, as a
counter intelligence officer, he had been chasing
undercover agents in New York.

But when he left the army seven years ago he
simply went to the Pentagon and asked for infor-
mation he thought the American people ought to
know - namely where US arms have been sold.
The result of his inquiry is a comprehensive list
of the staggering amount of American weapons
stockpiled by foreign countries. It is published this
week as "Arsenal of Democracy".

In the past decade the United States has ac-
quired a formidable lead in the international arms
market. Where has the bulk gone?

Freedom First

During the 1970s it went to the oil producing
countries. In fact as Gervasi points out, in the same
tu'<r vears, 1974-75 that the US delivered $2.18 bil-
lion rvorth of arms to Israel she also sent $3.7 bil-
lion worth to Iran a country at peace.

Accorclirrg to rccent Statc Deprrtment studies,
Saudi Arabia, the Unitecl Arab Emirates and Kuwait
rtow rtccolurt frlr 28.3 grcr ccut of irll .\nr<'r'ic{r's urrns
exllorts.

In Latin Americil, Chile received large ship-
ments of arrns from America in the aftermath of the
coup which overthrew the Marxist government of
Salvador Allende. In the Far East, South Korea has
been a steady buyer and Taiwan's 16 million popu-
lation is literally swamped with US weapons.

Apart from oil producing states America has
found a reacly market in the developing countries.
Gervasi points out that iu the four years between
7971-75 America supplied those countries with a
shopping list of 3,560 tanks and self prppelled guns,
5,240 armoured cars, 63 fighting ships, 22 subma-
rines, 593 supersonic combat aircraft, 460 helicopters
and more than 10,000 missiles of various types.

"Developing nations used to complain that if
we refused to sell them arms we were keeping them
defenceless and dependent on us for protection" says
Gervasi. "Now they argue that by selling them arms
we keep them equally dependent on us because we
keep them poor."

Peter Pringle - Condensed from The Sundag Times
June 18, 1978.
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colour for over two decades has
created a fantastie range of high-
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&rigs:
DYN,\NIICS OF SOCIAL

Shckhar; Popular I'r'akaslrarr;
Price Rs. 40l-).

Cl{r\NCE lx' Chanclra
Rs. .10l-; Pages 182;

Scarcely a da1' passes that u'e dr_r not rvit-
ness the indulgcnce of our rrrling clan in a tliversio-
rrary and purposcless debate ori thc desirabilitl, sf
urgent govenrmental actiorr irr irnposirrg .ur .rll-pcr.-
va.sivc strarrglehold- on organised lrrivale errtcrpi.ise
in this corrntry'. Clraracterisecl as it is b1' rr blitant
distortion of lar.rgtr:'rge, the rvhole exercise consists
of larrrrching a calculated and svstematic attack orr
rvhat is nebtrlotrsly rcferrecl trl as "big busirrcss" or,
worse still, "monopoly_ hotrses". Thai such pernici-
ous verbiage go largely uncltrestioned and irnchal-
lengecl is only indicitir,e of-the acute apathy arrd
complacency' gripping the enlightened Lldiari citi-
zenrt,, rvhose capacity -to take in their slumber arry
monstrous assault on their invaluable freedoms, has
become almost proverbial.

There is an urrmistakably sinister intorration to
the loud--pitched utterances of the concept-riddcn
propogandists. Nlasquerading as "socialists"- of r ari-
ous hues and colours, th"--rg advocates of govem-
mental iutervention invariably press into seivice a
line of argument which follows- the traditiorral pat-
tern. The business community, they urge, is -ttre
fountainhead of corruption, thit the 'grorittr of pri-
vate -enteryrise necessarily spells the growth of mo-
nopolistic tendencies and concentr:rtion of economic
power to the common detriment. As is to be ex-
pected, the emphasis -is always more on hyperbole.
Regrettably, the employment of pejorative- terms
and misleading Marxist jargorr, replete with soft and
seductive catch-phrases, has by an insidiously
soporofic effect, succeeded in beguiling the vulne-
rable Indian masses, so much so-that-any attempt
at an honest appraisal of the crucial issuei involv6cl
t-oda1' meets with annoyance to arrogance and clis-
dain.

In the context of the renewed vigour with
which the methodical smear campaign against pri-
vate enterprise is being currently ptrrstreii in [his
country, the appearance of a collage of writings by
one of the most ardent apologists of the socialiit
order, Chandra Shekhar, assumas an especial sigui-
ficrnce. Herc, at least, is no politicil irrnoGrrt.
Iltving bccrr rrn irnprlrtant rnernber of the rulirrg
clln for well over a decrrde, Chandra Shekhnr hui
all along hatl a ringsids vieu' of the see-saw game
whicb has becn a lrre-eminent feature of our-eco-
nomic policy ever sillce independer.rce. Not infre-
rlrrerrtly has lris llrirrcipled_rrrrwillirrgness to actltriescc
in th<: paterrtly trrrscruprrlorrs acts of his par:tymerr
evoked strong regentment and reprimancl lrom
those irr the rrpper cchelorrs of porver who saw in
his protestatiorrs a serious tlrreat to their colourablc
actiorrs. It is harclly any surprise, therefore., tlrat lris
pungent arriilysis of national economic issucs should
bc ternperecl by a concurrcnt feeling of l'ancollr
agirinst those rvil1, politiciarrs whose pronouncements
and performances wcrc light-vears apart.

T2

Thc c:cntral tlrcrne of Charrclra Shekhar's diatribe
agairrst free errterl>r.iss stems from his trnshakable
corrviction that thc root ciluse of orrr economic ills
is dircctly traceable to thc existence of monopolistic
trcncls-.-irr orgarri.se<l prir.ate industry and thi rela-
tivc ufflrrerrcs of a minisctrle sectiou bf tlte pofrt,lace.
Acc.ordirrg to Irinr,.the efforts of private 6nter.prise
in ludia as u n'hole ar6 constantly devoted tu ex-
ploitirlB the masses irncl -smashiug the very ftrnder-
rnerrtals of orrr social and politicil life", *hateu".
that means, Unclerstirndirblvl ther.efore, he spares no
cflort irr_tlrling the rvhole busirre.ss commuriity rvith
tlrc brrrsh_ of girilt and corrclemuation. Hc is urreqrri-
vocal in his :rdvoc:rcy of :r regimer.rted econoiny
where the means of prodrrction i.e vestecl solely in
trn nll-porverful State and where the worth of'the
individrrnl is strbordirrated to tbe Sttrte so comple-
tcly that the content of freedorn ceases to have ^any

significance at all.
_ The major fallacy underlying such a line of

thorrght arises from the fact that Chandra Shekhar,
like-many of his ilk, seems to see a banal dichotomy
in the very existence of a mixed economv. It could
hardly have been a coincidence that even the very
architects of free India, the founding fathers of our
Constitution, rvith tlreir infinite visioi and sagacity,
failed to observe auy such dichotomr'. EspEcialiv
noteworthy is the lirct that as ardent an a'dvocat'e
of the redistribtrtive philosophy as ]awaharlal
Nehru - that high-priest of socialism in India -trnambigtrously expresscd himself in favour of a
mixed economy in which nationalisation was to be
resorted to only wheu it was absolutely necessary in
the nationtl inierest. "There is no choice before'us,"
he said, "between having a private sector and al-
lowing and errcotrraging -it tb function, and not
having it at all. It is foolish to have a private sector
and then to undermine it and prevent lt from func-
tioning. I personally thirrk that even for fhe proper
lunctiorrirrg of the public sector, it is desirable- to
havc 4 competitive privatc sector."

Chrrndra Shekhrrr is highly critiqrl of "the pre-
eminent emphasis on growth and production to the
utter diqregard of equitable distribution'f for, ac-
c_ording-to him, "the problems of poverty and un-
d,erdevelopment, and even hunger, are not due to
shortirges of physical resorrrces but drre mainly to
economic and social maldistribution within the na-
tion ar.rcl arnorrgst rrirtions." None has realisecl the
irrclevarrcr. of this argumetrt more than Dr. Fredie
N{elrta, one of Inclirr's leading economists, whose
observations in this tegard merit recall. "Trercts
tufter tracts," he said, "x1s elaborated on poverty'
as if growtlr has nothing to contribute to its-mitigi-
tion; a whole approach to pltrnnirrg is evolved-in
whiclr there is not evetr the barest mcntion abotrt
stepping trp the tragically low rate of India's eeo-
nomic growtlr; everr priority projects are helcl up
for years on thc m1'steliotrs lrclicf tlrat to be pro-
poverty is to be arrti-grorvth, ar-rd only the redis-
tributive lneasures are stressed. Yet a closer extrmi-
nation of the writings of thc 'poverty economists'
will show on thc basis of their own facts and ffgures
that, in nine out of ten cases, it is the low--ratc
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of glorvth thtrt is resporsible fur rnost o[ the prob-
lerns that rvorrl' them. Yet tlrere is ir crrrious irmbi-
r':rlerrce rr4ren it conles to stating tlris fact."

Woeftrlll' erlough, the one vital point u'hich
economic anall'sts Iike Charrdra Shekhar converri-
ently iguore is that the more palpable peril to heal-
thy economic grorvth in India materiirlises from the
opaquc ignorance of our prnrr' politiciarrs s'lrose
obsession with scm:urtics is pherrornerral. When pur-
blind ideology masquerades irs "progressive politics",
the result is inevitable th:rt ecollomic growth will
continue to be the ever-rececling mirtrge that it lrirs
so long been.

K. S. VENKATESWARAN.
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Nfasor.r (Philip Woodrufi), and Sir Penderel N{oon.
Lesser mortals included planters, private soldiers,
nurses itucl missionaries. Some of these persons htrcl
themselves left sltlendid accounts of their life and
rvork irr India. The excerpts which figure in the
book are characterised witlr consiclerable candour,
r.vit and hrrmour.

\\/hat the e<litor :rttemltts is to 1>ortr.nr. the life-
style ol'l set ol persons who are iold tb act and
behave irs suuerioito people_of the land. This may
have been dlctated br'- th6 idea of self-preservatioi,
but it isolated the British from the com-mon man in
India and led to their eventual elimination. For the
duration, they-lived in a sort of rarifted atmosphere
co.nso.rting 

- 
only amolrg thenrselves,, patting -each

o-ther's b:rck irr a errphoria of self-sitisTactjoi. Irr
the result, their children lived in isolation smother-
ed by the ministrations of Ayahs and dressed in
styles unsuited to Indian condiiions. One feels sorrv
for the little girls who had to wear starched frilli,
dresses and going to parties, clutching milk bottles
containing boiled milk as "nobody trusted any other
mother to boil the milk properly".

Yet another category which languished in iner-
tia was the British Other Ranks (BORs) the common
soldiers who were most of the time in fheir barracks,
mainly to._kgep th-em out of mischief. They also felt
superior ("after about half a year they were four
feet above the ground"), as they were served haud
and. foot by a host of Indian servitors, known as the
u'altuhs. The day started with the nappg-tallah:
"he shaved you'and you never had an'idea until
you woke up all nice and clean-shaven and with a

(Continued on page 15)

\

PLAIN TALES FROM THE RAI, edited by Char-
les Allen; Futura Publications Limited, London.

The British seem never to be weary of reflec-
ting and talking about their links with India. In the
earlier days, the pioneers who laid the foundations of
British rule in the country were too pre-occupied
rvith their duties to ffnd the time to indulge in writ-
ing diaries or recording memoirs. Even then, some
interesting reminiscenses have come down to us
depicting the life and times of the British settlers
and others in the l8th and the lgth centuries. The
habit grew and what was once a trickls became a
food in the post-Independence era.

This is not so surprising, since, in later years,
the governance of the country had been taken over
by a more enlightened set of administrators, who,
apart from being conscientious, were brilliantly arti-
culate. These were men from some of the- more
p_restigious Publ-ic Schools or of the two leading
U_nive-rsit'is, O_xfgrd and Cambridge. It was they
who shouldered the enormous task oJ bringing peac'e
and orderliness in a strife-torn country and'in- lay-
ing the foundations of a sound and iust administri-
tive -system. While they worked hard, they also
forrnd time to e-ngage themselves in various- tvpes
of sports or to hirnt or travel. Itr summer ihev
repaired themselves to ths Hill stations or went on
Home-leave-. They or their_ w_ives (or sisters or daugh-
ters) kept diaries or jotted down observations which
later came out in delightful reminiscenses, or
romances, or serious treatises.

The book under review is edited bv Charles Allen
who has long-established family connections with
India which dates back to the battle of Seringapa-
tam in 1799. His great-grerndfather brought" ihe
l:gung^ Rudyard Kinling t9 work on his newspaL)er,
Tlte Cicil and Milttary Gazette.

. The tape-recordings from wtr_ich 
- 
this authologl,is composed rvere mirde originallv for a scries 7if

programmes for the BBC wh*ich #ere broadcast in
1974. Ir{ore than sixty men and women - all sur-
vivors of the British Raj - r-ere interviewed bv I\{r.Allen. These inclule many_ distinguished persoirs
Iike, Field Marshal Sir Claude Auch"inleck, Sii Ot;i
Qaroe, Sir Conrad Corled, Sir percival'Grifiiiil,
It{r. Ian Stephen, Sir Gilbert Laithwaite, NIr. philili
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SWEPT UNDER THE CARPET
(Continued from page 1)

ertent. Another theory put forwarci is that it is
essentially a struggle between ex-Congressites and
those that belonged to the pre-Janatir opposition par-
ties. This also has an element of truth in it despite
the Jana Sangh's support to the Prime N{inister in
his struggle rvith Charan Singh.

Even accepting the fact that Charirrr Singh hrrs
received a raiv deal and inadequate recofnition
of his importance cornmensurate with his stahlre
and political muscle and therefore hacl reasou to feel
sore and chose an errrly opportunity to insist on
his place in the Janata sun, the fact remains thrrt
the \'lorarji Desai-Charran Singh duel has indeed
ideologictrl overtones. With Chandra Shekhar
throrvr.r in on Nlorarji's side, the ideological issue
grew sharper.

Chnran Singh has always been a farmers' man.
A mass circulated weekly describes him as the cham-
pion of the kulak, as if this was a crime. It goes
on to say that while the very rich and the very poor
in the North,, particularly U.P. are with Mrs. Gandhi,
the 'intermediates', that is the middle class farmers,
who unfortunately are prospering, are with Charan
Singh. But the fact rerflains that Charan Singh's
record has been consistent. Agriculturs first, every-
thing else later. It is in this context that one must
view his statement that the real contest is between
Nehruism and Gandhism.

Morarji and Chandra Shekhar are very much
Nehru in their economic p_hilosophy, Morarji perhaps
a little less than Chandra Shekhar. Brit Moraiii
Desai, it must be recalled, faithfully carried out
every one of Nehru's policies without raising any
objection, at least not in public. Chandra Shekhar

Freedont First

has even as President of the Janata Party, referred
lnore thau once to Nehru's economic policies as
having been beneficial to the country.

The Jan Sangh's economic convictions have al"
rvay's been pliant. Jtrst as Vajpayee sees no contra-
diction in his ctrrrf ing out a foreign policy quite at
variance rvith '*'hat he himself once advocated while
ir-r the opposition ancl what his erstwhile party es-
poused, so too they rvoulcl be equally at home
in carrying out any, economic policl, - be it Nehru
sociirlism or thirt advocated by Gandhiji.

The socialists al'e closer to N{orarji-Chandrir
Shekhar than to Chrrran Singh, but then, in the
power equation among the top hierarchy of Janata,
they clo not count for much. Hence their role as
rnediators, for they pose no threat to either side.

, One thing both N{orarji Desai and Charan Singh
have in common - ;r stubborn streak and an authb-
ritarian temper. This makes it all the more difficult
for both to be in the same team. Almost everyorle
had faulted Charan Singh with having issued his
statement on Indira while being part of the Cabinet.
To anyone familier with political tactics this makes
sense. Charan Singh preferred to go out not on the
basis of a personality wrangle but on an issue. And
what issue could be better than the question of
bringing N{rs. Gandhi to the bar of jus-tice?

A numbers of issues have been raised including
the Kanti affair and Charan Singh's demand that the
Prime Minister should clear the air on this matter.
Once politicians are on the warpath., every issue is
grist to the mill. Every issue is a bargaining mat-
ter. One could argue endlessly the merits or other-
wise of each isstre raised witbout any solution being
reached. The fact of the matter is that parties with
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clificrent idcolrlgic'al tttoolil tgs got together to frrcc

A conlmol) ell€rnl)'. Tltt' t'r,ertl1' \f its (lclcatecl arltl
the tirne has com€' for tht'lu to comc to grips u'ith
their c'orrtntclictrlrr' llositiolts <ttt cc(lttolttic: rrlcl sot'iitl
t;olicics. fatrittir rvill lil'c ol clitl otl ltorv it rncets

tlris chlrllcirgt'. (.lotrsertstts, ottt' coltttnttist lrir's pleld-
c<1, is the ollv u'itv for Jittrlttit. Btrt hou' cltles tttlt'
Iun,r'a col)scnsrrs (,lt il l)itsic isstrc, liktr it clloicc llt't-
wccir socialisttr itrttl (larrtllrism? ['crltltlls ollc w:l)r
orrt is to hitvc trtittittltllll l)ilt't)' diktrrt.s likt' ruirrirtltrttt
goverrrrneDt rvlticlr Grurclhiji- atlvocatccl' Does il
ilolitical pirltl', lrartictrlarlf if it is to llc' an trmbrella
ilirrtr' liki' Iitrrlirt, Itrt'n'e to plescrihe olt cvel l topic
irrrtlt'r thc irrrr? Docs thcrc- lritvt' to bt' l 1llrt1' lirr<'

orr evclything?
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facc like a baby's llottom." "With tltc stttt-tt1; came
tlre reveillc rvhen the chur-u'ullult cirmc roultcl witll
a big silver rrrtt and potrred otrt tht',tea itr .mrrgs -at
the 

'bed-sicle". There were thc rftrdlr-rt'ulkilts, the
hrnn-uallalt and the soeet-tullalr to itsstrnge thirst
rurrl ltrrrrser. ancl other citstrals like thc corn'crtt-it-
u'allult, " arrcl the nrnnes-to'1tttt-on-tlrc-kit'bug
-tullah.

Arnoug tlre glotrtts u'lriclr figtrrt'irr tlrese levclit-
tions, th"e Incliiin Civil Service- ("the Heaven-borrr")
get the cake as far i.rs positiorl, power arrcl privilegt's
irc concertrccl. (When ir Distlict Collector's u'ilt'
trirvelle cl by tlain, the grrarcl tvoulcl trot give thcr
signal to stnrt tlrc trairr s'itltotrt obtairiirrg her pcr-
rnission !) Next irr importarrce came the Indirrn Po-
litical Service and the Policc. The Top Brass of thc
Alrny lvere irr a class bv themselves. The mercantilc
comrnunitl' u'hi<:h s'as clerisivel)' callcd the Rox-
rvallahs came last, evt'n tltotrglr thev livt:cl a more
affltrent life tJran the civiliarrs or the rnilitart'per-
sonuel. It rvas an hierarcltical societl' u'liere the
Orcler of Pr-eceder.rce (the Illtre tsook) rrrlccl supremc.

How did strch a powerful ancl disciplined bocly'
of rnen lose its grip on thc conrrtn'? Some of thenr
sav that the1, "saw tlre writing on the wall"l btrt
rrrrst ol' tlrc Ilritisir irr Irrtlia rlitl rrot lr<'licr'<' tlrirt
tlrc l'ateftrl clal' u'otrlcl collle \vhen tlrcv s'cltrlcl havc
to <1rrit. Horvever rvhen srrch a (lllv rlid duvrr, the
vast majoritl' of tlrem tcceptcd thc vcrclic't irr good
spirit and rnovecl out. Even rvhile <lrritting. the-t-
dicl it rvith dtrc ceremol)y aricl dt'crlrum. Itarades
were held, with bands lrlaying, ancl the British l1ag
rvas lowered. "As a final ritrral, wherr the officers anc'l
men left Port Said ancl sailed ir.rto the open rvtters
everyolle rvas paraded rvitlr theil tollcei on cleck
art<l :rt n gir.'crt signal rvc flrrng .rrrl trrllr'<'s irrto tlrc
sca i.rncl tl.rrt rvas thc last of Inclia."

Thrrs cndccl thc cra of Ilritairr's rlornirrrrtior ovcr'
Inclia. Btrt thc British ussociatiorr u'itlr rtrrr coutitlv
<'orttirrrred arrrl cver florrrislred. Thcrr. is qrerrtt,r' rni-
derstanding llow bet$'cerr tlre tr;i'o cotrntries of each
<lther's policies and pliorities. Fresh fields of lnclo-
Rritish co-oper:rtiorr an<l c'ollrrltor:rtiorr are lleing ex-
ploled. Books like this carr greatll' lrclp in prom()t-
irrg tlris rrsel'ul trerid.

K. \'. I),\D\I.\NAI}I],\N.
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WITH MAI\Y VOICES

Moans rodnd with many
'Tis not too late to seek

-Tennysott.

I am ffrst and foremost a kisan, than a chief xism in providing the maximum leistrre for workersminister. in their iountry.-Hiu'e we not done so in ours?

-Mr. Devi Lal, Times of lndia, July 5, 1978. -lvlr. T. A. Pai, lndian Express, June 7, 1978.

Registered No. MH by South/264

"The deep

voices. Come, my friends,
a newcr world."

"India is the world's largest democracy" is a statis-
tical myth.

-Opittion, June 20, 1978.

!!s .(M-r,. Sanjiva JReddi's) present role was to say
"shabash" to whichever party was in'power.

-Mr. Saniiva Reddi, Ind.ian Exptess, July 8, lg78.

I do not believe that sticking onet head into
sand is the best solution to diftcult problems in
world.

-Time, July 3, 1978.

The Prime l\,Iinister must be living in a paradise of
his own creation if he thinks thai the rrr.esent trou-
bles are merely governmental.

-Acharya J. B. Kripalani, Times of lndia, July 10,
r978.

In recent years it has become perfectly clear that the
dogma of one man-one vote has become one barba-
rian-one bayonet-one baby.

-N{r. Ian Lloyd, lnclinn Express, June 28, 1978.

Up with whisky, down with pisskv.

-K. K, Toofan, The Sundag Times, July !, 1978.

If an individual becams the party, the party the
Government and Government the nation, it would
lead to dictatorship.

-Mr. Rai Narain, Indisn Express, June 22, 1978.

I wrote somewhere once that the third rate mind was
only happy when it was thinking with the majority.,
the second rate mind rvas only hnppy when it was
thinking with the minority, and the first rate mind
was only happy when it was thinking.

-A. A. Milne, Maniuoani, June 7, 1978.

the
the

The other day I heard
his country had achieved

A useful pendulum only srvings so far.

-Mr. Fred Silvester, The Times, June, l, 1g78.
a 

- 
Bulgarian claiming that

the highest ideal oF Mar-

Only a combination of democracy, the rule of law t,

-:4FREEDON{ FIRST, and adherence to the concept of limited govemmentt . !can preserve us as a free society. I
C/o Democratic Research Service -Sir Keith Joseph, The Obseroer, lvne ll, 1978. - .l
lvtaneckji Wadis Bldg., 4th floor . td

I'J-#fX3il%3'"i$H,I:"X, ,n ,,, 
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1Please enrol me as a subscriber kr Freetlom women, ij-reading. .. ,]First' r remit the attttttal sr.rbscriplion tlf 
-Mario 

puzo. autho r of the co4tather. Time. ltne " ;iFirst' I remit the atrrrttal sr.rbscriplion tlf 
-Mario 

puzo, author of tlre Gorlfather, Time, June 
" .*
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colours of flame red and drrzzling whit-e, and that lthe colours in between will seem to him to be r . 4

illusions. rl

-Prof. Sidney Hook, Time, June 26, 1978. .-l
Signature i

Pttb[rh?d for the Democratic Reselrch Service by I. R. Patel, Associate Editor, Freedom First at 127, M. Gandhi Rd.,
dUrlrv 40OdDq (Phcre, 278gl4).rnd printed by him at States' People Press, Choga Street. Fort. Bombay-40Od)1..
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