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BACK TO SQUARE ONE

S. V. RAJU

“Disgusting”, “sickening”, “terrible” are among the
epithets in vogue among people to describe their re-
vulsion against the goings on in Delhi. Politics in
India has nose-dived to a new low. Alongside a
sense of revulsion is a feeling of being let-down,
cheated and betrayed.

In the early days of 1977 it was a question of ‘unite
or perish’. Opposition parties were clearly aware
that unless they presented a single party the people
would reject them singly. And if back in opposition
they knew what to expect from Mrs. Gandhi. The
trauma of the Emergency was fresh in everyone’s
mind. With amazing speed four parties normally at
each other’s throats literally hugged one another.
‘The old parties are dead awaiting only a formal
burial’, said the leaders of these parties. ‘Please be-
lieve us, we come to you as a single united party.
Politics in India has taken a new turn. Elect us
and we promise to restore your liberties and give
immediate attention to pressing problems of deve-
lopment neglected by the Congress.” The people be-
lieved these leaders and gave them their votes. The
Janata Party was given a chance to govern the coun-
try.

Every one remembers the much trumpeted pledge
taken by the Janata men at Gaendhi’s samadhi at
Rajghat. Even at that time there were many who
smiled at the obvious hypocrisy of the politicians
assembled at Rajghat. But could they refuse to do
what Jayaprakash Narayan wanted them to?. If he
wanted them to take a pledge at Rajghat, they would
do so. After all, a pledge is only a pledge not a legal
document on stamped paper! The echoes at Raj-
ghat had barely died when the wranglings began,
and continued unabated. It would require a whole
volume to narrate the dismal story of squabbles and
power ploys that followed. Nor is it necessary be-
cause the gentlemen in question were kind enough
to quarrel in public. Suffice it to say, there never

was any genuine integration. The Janata Party was
really a united front, the term ‘party’ merely to
delude the people and relieve them of their votes.
The parties died but party-mindedness didn’t, and
the inevitable has happened, perhaps a little sooner
than expected.

At the time of writing the game of numbers is on.
It reminds one of the awful developments after 1967,
of SVD Governments, of claims and counter claims;
and of the unseemly spectacle of legislators herded
together like sheep to be produced before the Go-
vernor for physical verification. Many of those now
squabbling in Delhi were prominent then in State
politics.

Our politicians have indeed learnt nothing and
forgotten nothing. The shock of the Emergency has
worn off and politiecs in India is back to square one.

Where do we go from here? By the time this issue
of Freedom First sees the light of day, a government
headed by Mr. Morarji Desai or Choudhary Charan
Singh may be in power. Whoever is, both can only
lead minority governments depending for their sur-
vival on smaller parties (the latter’s survival ironi-
cally will depend on Mrs. Gandhi’s support!) and
groups whose support will be forthcoming only for
a quid pro quo. Neither can last long in office. An
early general election is clearly on the cards. May
be even six months from now.

When that happens what is the choice before the
people? The same old discredited lot? The thought
is indeed shattering. Anyone with any sense of
shame would keep away after having made such a
sorry mess of things. But then, ‘shame’ is a word
foreign to our politicians. Then who? Mrs. Indira
Gandhi? There are many who voted Janata in 1977
and who now openly declare that perhaps Indira
Gandhi, with all her faults and despite her son, is
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