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BACK TO SQUARE ONE 
S. V. RAJU 

''Disgusting", "sickening", "terrible" are among the 
epithr::ts in vogue among people to describe their re­
vulsion against the goings on in Delhi. Politics in 
India has nose-dived to a new low. Alongside a 
sense of revulsion is a feeling of being let-down, 
cheated and betrayed. 

In the early days of 1977 it was a question of 'unite 
or perish'. Opposition parties were clearly aware 
that unless they presented a single party the people 
would reject them singly. And if back in opposition 
they knew what to expect from Mrs. Gandhi. The 
trauma of the Emergency was fresh in everyone's 
mind. With amazing speed four parties normally at 
each other's throats literally hugged one another . 
'The old partie::; are dead awaiting only a formal 
burial', said the leaders of these parties. 'Please be­
lieve us, we come to you as a single united party. 
Politics in India has taken a new turn. Elect us 
and we promise to restore your liberties and give 
immediate attention to pressing problems of deve­
lopment neglected by the Congress.' The people be­
lieved these leaders and gave them their votes. The 
Janata Party was given a chance to govern the coun­
try. 

Every one remembers the much trumpeted pledge 
taken by the Janata men at Gandhi's samadhi at 
Rajghat. Even at that time there were many who 
smiled at the obvious hypocrisy of the politicians 
assembled at Rajghat. But could they refuse to do 
what Jayaprakash Narayan wanted them to?. If he 
wanted them to take a pledge at Rajghat, they would 
do so. After all, a pledge is only a pledge not a legal 
document on stamped paper! The echoes at Raj­
ghat had barely died when the wranglings began, 
and continued unabated. It would require a whole 
volume to narrate the dismal story of squabbles and 
power ploys that followed. Nor is it necessary be­
cause the gentlemen in question were kind enough 
to quarrel in public. Suffice it to say, there never 

was any genuine integration. The Janata Party was 
really a united front, the term 'party' merely to 
delude the people and relieve them of their votes. 
The parties died but party-mindedness didn 't, and 
the inevitable has happened, perhaps a little sooner 
than expected. 

At the time of writing the game of numbers is on. 
It reminds one of the awful developments after 1967, 
of SVD Governments, of claims and counter claims; 
and of the unseemly spectacle of legislators herded 
together like sheep to be produced before the Go­
vernor for physical verification. Many of those now 
squabbling in Delhi were prominent then in State 
politics. 

Our politicians have indeed learnt nothing and 
forgotten nothing. The shock of the Emergency has 
worn off and politics in India is back to square one. 

Where do we go from here? By the time this issue 
of Freedom First sees the light of day, a government 
headed by Mr. Morarji Desai or Chaudhary Charan 
Singh may be in power. Whoever is, both can only 
lead minority governments depending for their sur­
vival on smaller parties (the latter 's survival ironi­
cally will depend on Mrs. Gandhi's support! ) and 
groups whose support will be forthcoming only for 
a quid pro quo. Neither can last long in office. An 
early general election is clearly on the cards. May 
be even six months from now. 

When that happens what is the choice before the 
people? The same old discredited lot? The thought 
is indeed shattering. Anyone with any sense of 
shame would keep away after having made such a 
sorry mess of things. But then, 'shame' is a word 
foreign to our politicians. Then who? Mrs. Indira 
Gandhi? There are many who voted Janata in 1977 
and who now openly declare that perhaps Indira 
Gandhi, with all her faults and despite her son, is 

Continued on page 3 
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How Human is Humanitarian ?

Wlren India exploded her first nuclear device a
Western agency supplying food to hundreds of slum
children in Madras immediately decided to cut off
their donations. Their reasoning: rf India could
afford to spend money on nuclear explosions it could
manage to feed its exploding population. Other
agencies, particularly those with a strong Christian
bias, also use pressure through their donations, by
insisting for instance that no money or food will be
supplied for their projects if these are forced to
follow the family planning policy of the government.
This was of course more rigorously pursued in the
days of the fndira government.

A recent report by the Daily Telegroph questions
the extent to which charitable organizatlons may
exert political pressure. In Zimbabwe-Rhodesia for
example military sources speaking for the govern-
ment complained that the UNICEF has been supp-
lying the Patrlotic Front guerillas with combat me-
dical kits. "In thls year of the Child," the source
notes, "it ls more than cynical for the UN children's
fund to supply aid to terrorists who have shown no
compunction in killing women and children".
UNICEF's annual report last year showed that it
was helping four Southern African guerrilla move-
ments - The Patriotic Front, SWAPO of South-West
Africa and the PAC (Pan-Africanist Congress) and
ANC (African National Congress) of South Africa.
Besides money they also helped in giving "humani-
tarian air and soeial service training" which is the
kind of euphemism that could cover various degrees
of indoctrination.

Oxfam, Christian Atd and War on Want, reports
t}le Telegraph, lrave recently oome under atback,
precisely because of their failure to demarcate the
point at which their aid begins to be coloured by
politics.

"The role of charity," says the Chief Charity
Commissloner in Britain, Mr. Terence Fitzgerald, who
has been inquiring into th.eir activities, "is to bind
tip bhe wounds of society." The charities in question
seem to feel that unless tlrey strike at the weapons;
Itrat inflict these wounds they will simply be caught
in an endless threadmill. Oxfam for instanee
argues, that it would be better to dig a new well in
a remote Indian village thereby provoking a possi-
ble attack on the entire power structure of that so-
ciety, than to rush in milk powder and medicines
only after it has been struck down by drought and
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famine. Using a similar reasoning, the people be-
hind 'War on Want'came out with a publication that
attacked the arms trade, multinational companies
and milk sales to the Third World. This again was
considered to be going beyond the parameters of
what is considered to be charitable behaviour.

One of the proposals that was made during this
debate was to divide the activities of such institu-
tions into political and non-political branches.
Even this is considered to be a dangerous step as
such groups would then be used as "fronts for fur-
thering dubious political aims, which could frustrate
the original and purely humanitarian impulses that
first led to the formation of these ageneies.

Coming back to India, a recent visitor to the
cyclone devastated areas of Andhra Pradesh had
similar suggestions to make about the aid that is be-
ing given to the victims, who, though they dld not lose
their lives like the victims of the prevlous cyclone,
have suffered even more damage materially. Our
informant noted that for hundreds of mlles not a
single electricity pole or single-storey building was
left standing. The acres of preclous tobacco plan-
tations had been converted into a vast desert waste-
land of sand and mud. This makes one wonder
whether the Government will not do better to study
and implement the proposals of environmentalists,
who point out that by planting a heavy zone of trees
which may have originally been cut down to make
way for cash crops, they could contain the worst
ravages of the cyclone that periodically appear to be
visiting ttre coast. At the same tlme it would be
worth studying what other countries facing similar
problems have done to protect their population and
building cyclone proof houses and other such factli-
ties in a systematic manner. At present not only
is a lot of money being gpent on instant aid, which
will go nowhere in solving any long term problems,
but there is also a feellng of cynlcism amongst those
who give thls ald that the money may never reach
the real vtctims of the tragedy. G.D.

Betrayed by Whom ?
In Bombay one cannot get a morning newspaper
anymore. Tbe Tirnes ol Ind,ia ls on an lndefinite
holiday due to a dispute between rival unions, the
offiee of lli.e Free Press Journal has burnt down.
rind though tbe Ind,ian Express still manages to
break into print and ttre Free Press Jourrtal reseum-
ed publication recently, there are just not enough
to go around. It is the sort of sltuation which at
other times one mlght have responded to wlth crles
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of indignation, not unlike the withdrawal symptoms
of a drug addict deprived of his daily fix. Not any
more. There is only a sense of relief that one is
spared the nausea of watching the degrading spec-
tacle of political convolutions taking place at the
centre.

"The politicians have betrayed us" says a friend.
His voice quivers with the suppressed rage that every
person who has stood in a post office to buy siamps
that do not stick, turned taps that do not even drip
water, waited for buses that never come, paid eight
rupees for a kilo of a delicacy called a tomato, or
gone through the horrors of a college admission for
a child with less than a percentage of eighty, has
experienced in one way or another.

There are not many people today who do not feel
that they have been cheated of their right to a
better deal. The plight of the Janata at this
moment only aggravates this sense of self pity, since
at one point it seemed that it had solely come into
being to strike a new deal. At this lowest of low
ebbs in the politics of modern, secular, free fndia,
so often billed as the largest democracy of the world,
it is worthwhile considering some of the defects
which brought the Janata down.

The Janata has been accused of encouraging
casteist and communal tendencies to develop in the
country. How strange! Are these attitudes to be
found only in the Janata leadership? One has just
to read the columns of matrimonial ads. to find out
how communal and casteist Indlans ean be. Worse,
persons who are otherwise addicted to Western ways
in their habits as far as dressing, smoking, drinking
or going to the movies is concerned, persist in cling-
ing to traditional beliefs and customs in all other
matters. An executive whose father died sometime
ago, insists on observing elaborate funeral rites that
mean his absence from work at regulat intervals
tlrroughout a year following the death. If the com-
pany or the country suffers from the loss of a few
hundred man hours, he is not to be blamed, for he
is after all being faithful to the customs that seem
to honour the dead more than the living. Another
gentleman of the same persuasion insists that he
should be given accommodation only in those areas
sanctified by members of his own caste. Though
at lris office he may use a telephone handled by
others, at home his telephone cannot be touched
by anyone who may defile it by virtue of belong-
ing to another caste.

In yet another example a candidate applying for
a job and claiming to be a graduate with a B.Com.
degree argues fhat special consideration be given to
him because he belongs to the "OBC or Other Back-
ward Classes". fn spite of his degree he can-
not name the capitals of a single state in India and
lists amongs other things Pondicherry as the capital
of Haryana and Andhra Pradesh that of Assam and
'Kochin' as the capital of Orissa. If this is the
standard of an ordinary educated person, why should
we expect anything better from our politicians?

Another accusation which 'has been levelled at
the leaders of the disgraced Janata, is that they
have been opportunlst. How many famllies are
there, one would ltke to ask, who do not have one

August 1979

or more of their members wolking as Doctors in
other countries because "the opportunities are so
much better abroad"? Most of them do not even
wait for the ink to dry on their diplomas before
apply fol the qualifying exams, that will give them
an entry to a foreign haven. Without the benefit
of their education, so highly subsidised by a coun-
try which can barely afford to nurture such exotic
parasites, would some of these countries have open-
ed their doors to them? The answer is no, but not
only do such persons fail to see this, but when they
leave they manage to do so with an air of chagrin
that they have. been forced to go abroad because of
the conditions in India. Each person who has fail-
ed in this manner to see that if the country has given
him a means to a livelihood, it is his responsibility
also to repay this debt, must think twice before he
begins to accuse' his leaders of opportunism.

The other fault for which the Janata stands in-
dieted is that its leaders have indulged in power
politics and betrayed an impotence in facing the real
problems of the country. At this point one would
like to relate another incident that happened re-
cently. An elderly lady is travelling in a bus. When
she tries to get down at the bus stop, the crowd
waiting to get in not only pushes past her, but
jostles her down to the ground. There is not one
person who protests or helps her up again. The
question is how many of us in a similar situation
would have cared to take action? Is it not likely
that we too would have betrayed the impotence of
which we accuse our leaders, or worse still, jumped
into the bus hoping that it would start moving
quickly?

The bitter truth is that our leaders have only be-
trayed us by magnifying the defects that are in us.

G.D.
( Continued fronr page I )

preferable to in.qtability and chaos. What the coun-
try needs, they aver, is strong government. If such
thinking snowballs, as it probably would, the future
of Indian democracy is bleak indeed.

There hos to be another choice available to the
people. What the situation calls for is the emer-
gence of a band of dedicated men and women of
integrity who can carry credibilty with tlre people-
men and women determined to put things right;
who have the courage to strike a new path towards
honest, efficient and clean government. Courage to
enforce law and order and discipline twithin the
four corners of the Rule of Law. The wisdom to
realise that it is not the role of the state to involve
itself in the daily life of the citizen. Men who will
reduce the economic power of the State by freeing
its citizens from the shackles of needless controls
and regulations. As a columnist observed recently,
the greater the economic power in the hands of the
State the greater the scope for corruption and mis-
use of power and fiercer the struggle for the loaves
and fishes of office.

As of now, such a group is not discernible. If it
does not come together soon, the way is open for
dictatorship which, as in the Weimer Republic, will
be greeted wlth reltef by a people fed up with their
petty pollttclans.
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A COUNTRY ON ITS WAY UP
Ross H. Munro

Around the world, the siren. song ol socialism appears to be losing its lure. CQutttries as diuerse as

Britain and, France, Peru and Algeria are moaing auay |rom the creed of nationalization and toward, lreer
ntcrrket economics. None has shifted, quite so tar, so quicklv, os Sri Lanka, the uerdant island, natiott, oll
the coast oJ 'Indicl thqt the uorld still knous as Ceylort.

Srl Lanka is awakening from a long socialist slum-
ber. The severe shortages of such necessities as

cloth, soap and matches that bedevilled consumers
just two years ago have disappeared. Sarong-clad
peasants fire bricks in newly made kilns alongside
their coconut groves and paddyfields. The hotels
are overbooked with foreign businessmen eager to
add to the growing flood of investment from over-
seas. Since it overwhelmed the leftist regime of
Mrs. Srimavo Bandaranaike in the 19?? national
elections, the government of President Junius Jaya-
wardene has been chipping away at one of the most
complicated and burdensome combinations of res-
trictlve regulation and high taxation ever concocted
by 20th century soclalists.

The new government has eliminated a multitude
of licenses and permits, cut back price controls, re-
duced import duties and trimmed taxes on business
profits and agricultural exports. Private managers
have been put in charge of money-losing state cor-
porations, and the government has reduced the free
and subsidized rice and flour distributions that ate
up more than 30Vo of the previous regime's annual
budget. Foreign investment is now running at
about $40 million a year, 13 times the level seen in
the last year of the former government. Sri Lanka,
in short, is experiencing creeping capitalism. says
Jayawardene, a lawyer: "The developing world is now
giving up controls. Not only us. They've found it
does not pay."

It has taken more than 30 years for Sri Lanka to
flnd that out. After gatning independence from
Britain in 1948, the country set up a welfare state
that paid tangible dividends. Because of its free
medical and educational programs, Sri Lanka today
has one of the highest life expectancy and adult
literacy rates in the developing world. But from the
1950s onward, socialist governments lmposed increas-
ingly stlff taxes on business to flnance a maze oI
nationalized enterprises and a complex web of regu-
lations that controlled everything from trade to for-
elgn exchange.

In the early 19?0s, the government seized the tea
plantations that long generated about half the
nation's export earnings. The result was a dlsaster.
The plantations became run down as reinvestment
was cut back. periodie replanting was stopped, and
fertilizers were not applied. Production of Sri
Lanka's three major exports (tea, rubber and coco-
nut) plunged. Forelgn investment dropped, and
price and lmport controls created such shortages that
city dewellers llned up to buy the simplest necessittes.

At the same time, prlvate companles were paytng
as much as 90% of thelr proflts ln dlrect and lndlrect

taxes. A bloated civil service, 420,000 strong, was re-
quired for an island population of 14.5 million. Re-
calls iRajah Maharaja, a leading businessman:
"Many civll servants indulged in vindictive inter-
ference."

The then socialist government of the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party (in coalition with the Communists and
Trotskyisk) was so discredited by 197? that Jaya-
rvardene entered the election campaign daring to
say nice things about foreign investment. When
opponents condemned him as the "high priest of
capitalism," Jayawardene blithely replled: "Let the
robber barons come." Though his United National
Party won that election by a landslide and last
month again sent his political opponents down to
defeat in local elections, he must still tread cautious-
ly. The lifting of controls and the doubling of eco-
nomic growth to 6Vo, together with higher oil prices,
have sent inflation soaring to LTVo or more. In a
country where the per caplta income remains below
$200, rising prices particularly hurt those who have
yet to benefit fully from the economic surge. While
the high level of education will help future indus-
trial growth, it creates problems at a time when
adult unemployment is substantial.

The goverument's success will be determined lar-
gely by two key undertakings:

As part of an assault on unemployment, Sri Lanka
plans to build five maJor dams and reservoirs over'
the next six years. The $2 billion project, more than
half finanoed by foreign aid, wlll employ 225,000
workers and add greatly to electricity generation and
farm irrigation.

As part of its open-door policy toward foreign in-
vestment, Sri Lanka has established a free-trade
zone north of Colombo, where i:rvestors can be gran-
ted exemption from import duties and taxes.

Despite problems over lack of paved roads, running
water and communications, six factories have al-
ready been set up and more are abuilding. Some
will make work gloves, tea bags and latex rubber
threads, but most will produce garments for the U.S.
market. Indeed, many companies have been attrac-
ted because the U.S. does not yet impose import quo-
tas on Sri Lankan garments. Typically Jeffrey
Bogatin, owner of a New York-based garment
business, was attracted by wage costs of ?3c an hour
and a five-year tax holiday. Says he: "I'm shock-
ed that there is not more of a rush by industry to
this place. The people are educated and eager to
work. This country ls on the way up."

Time, June 25
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IN{DIA IN NIXON'S MEMOIRS
P. M. Kamath

Indo-American relabions reached tlteir nadir
during the Nixon Administration. Nixon was not a
friend of India even prior to his becoming Presi-
dent of the U.S. He did not hold in great respect
either the Indian government or its leaders. The
putpose of this article is to analyse the portrait of
India that emerges through the pages of the
Menrcirs of Richard Nixotl (London: Sidgwick and
Jackson, 1978).

As Vice-President in the Eisenhower Administra-
tion, one of the early assignments of Nixon was to
undertake a visit to South and Southeast Asia. fndia
was a country included in his itinerary, and Nixon
was in New Delhi in early 1953. Nixon has recorded
his impressions about the Indian leaders ln his
memoils. Nixon says that Jawaharlal Nehru was the
"least friendly leader" he met during his long tour.
Nehru's fault, according to Nixon, was that he had
"made himself a spokesman for the underdeveloped
nations of the Third World." fnstead, had "he de-
voted as much of his ability to solving India's inter-
nal economic and social ills Indian democracy
might be more secure today" (p. 132). Nehru spoke
in "British English" which was most un-American and
which probably Nixon could not appreciate. But
Nixon acknowldeges the fact that he borrowed the
phrase "generation of peace" from Nehru and used
it in several of his speeches on foreign policy.
llixon also found Nehru so much obsessed with Indo-
Pakistan relations that he spoke only about it and
did not even discuss Indo-American relations with
the visiting Vice-President.

Nixon's anti-Indian attitude becomes clear from
the description he gives of his meeting with Ayub
Khan, who was then the Commander of Pakistan's
armed forces. Nixon admits that Ayub exhiblted hls
"total contempt for the Hindus". Yet Nixon's own
antt-fndian attitude makes him say that Ayub was
not obsessed by the "Pakistan-India Problem."
Hence Nixon found less of anti-Indianism in Ayub.
How could one be totally anti-Hindu and stlll hold a
diluted anti-Indianism?

But the rabid anti-Indian attitude of Nixon got its
full play when he won the Presidency in 1969. The
American response to the Bangladesh crisis as for-
mulated by Nixon ls the best illustration of his anti-
Indian attitude. His handllng of the crisis also was
anti-American, as it did not serve the American
national interest. Even as pure strategy he was on
a course of condemning the side that was set to win,
and which American public opinion believed should
win. Nixon himself formulated policies towards
India during the crisis with the help of Henry
Kissinger, his national securlty adviser. Hence, it
was not merely the then prevalltng international
political environment that lnfluenced his decisions
but his own personal attitude towards India played
an important role.

6

President Nixon had taken the bold decision to
norrnalize US relations with Comrnunist China. In
his initial efforts to establish secret contacts with the
Chinese leaders, Pakistan had been instrumental.
Henry Kissinger had taken off for Peking on his
first secret meeting with Mao from Islamabad.
Both Kissinger and Nixon owed a debt to Yayha
Ilhan for his help in arranging the secret visif.
Further, India had developed close ties with the
Soviet Union and had in December 1971 signed a
treaty of friendship while Pakistan, though hav-
ing a formal anti-communist military alliance with
the US, had developed friendly ties with Communist
China as well. Thus Nixon's logic was that helping
the friend of a newly acquired friend (China) v/as
a process of further promoting and cementing the
new friendship. Since China's extension of the olive
branch to the US was itself motivated by her fear
of a military threat from the Soviet Union, any sup-
port to Pakistan in the hour of a threat to its
national security, would serve as a demonstration to
China that the US was a reliable ally.

Further, the Soviet Union as a super power was
committed to supporting India. The US, as another
super power could play the game of power politics
only by taking the side of Pakistan. Nixon quotes
Kissinger in his memoirs as saying: "We don't really
have a choice. We can't allow a lriend of ours and
China's to get screwed in a conflict with a friend of
Russia's" (p. 52?).

Nixon's hostility towards India was aggravated by
his assessment of Mrs. Gandhi's style of leadership
and his assessnrent of goals set by her for India's
foreign policy. He had met her earlier during his
1953 visit to India when she was the Prime Mlnister's
official hostess. Nixon records his then estimate of
her: "She was intelligent, poised, and gracious, and
I felt her d.eep inner strength and d,etermination"
(emphasis added, p.132). But Nixon was now fac-
ing her as the Prime Minister and the top offlcials
of his Administration had already seen a desire on
her part to build India into a strong power not only
in the Indian sub-continent but in the world; in
brief, she was aiming at a status for India slmilar
to that of the major powers. Nixon was attempting
to deal with her as a leader of a nafion that re-
ceived substantial economic aid. He was unable to
deal with her as the leader of a powerful state.

With this mental framervork, Nixon received
Indira Gandhi in the White House in November 1971

when she visited Washington as part of her visit to
several western countries to persuade them to exer-
cise tireir influence with Pakistan to stop the but-
chery of the unarmed and hapless people of East
Pakistan. Nlxon however, ln effect, wanted India to
exercise patience and not take any preclpitate
actlon untll hls proposed vlslt to Chlna ln February
19?2 got over. Thls Indla obvlously could not agree
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to, since not only were political conditions in East
Pakistan deteriorating rapidly but the presence of
10 million Bangladesh refugees in India had created
a series of political, human, financial and adminis-
trative problems for the Government of fndia.

Nixon alleges that Mrs. Gandhi "had purposely de-
ceived' him at their November '71 meeting by her
"duplicitous attltudef'. According to him, she pro-
fessed no intention to destroy Pakistan or perma-
nently cripple it, while actually making plans to "in-
vade West Pakistan". This has been of course, de-
nied by Mrs. Gandhi.

Dra$'ing up of contingency plans in the likely
event of a war is a matter of general strategy and
India could not be an exception to that. But what
is interesting ts that Nixon accuses Mrs. Gandhi of
duplicity while praeticing it himself.. Amercan pub-
lic opinion during the Bangladesh crisis was gene-
rally pro-trndia and pro-Bangladesh.

Nixon's anti-Indlan attitude reached its zenith
when he ordeied a task force of eight ships that in-
clnded the nuclear aircraft carrier Enterprise to
move ,into the Bay of Bengal. ft was a desperate
move by Nixon when he realized that the course of
war was going entirely against his plans. The action
rvas a show of force to intimidate India, a democra-
tic country, in a last minute demonstration of sup-
port to a i:rumbling military dictatorship in West
Pakistan. But Nixon clains: "By using diplomatic
signals and behind-the-scenes pressures we had been
able to save West Paklstan from the imrninent threat
of Indlan'aeigresslon and domination." If that is so,
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Pakistan, one would suppose would not think of seek-
ing the US support atleast for one more generation.

Nixon's anti-Indian attitude is reflected through-
out the pages he has devoted to India in his
rnetnoirs. He speaks about "Indian aggression" and
"Soviet adventurism" but ignores completely the
sheer suppression of human rights by his lriend
Yayha Ilhan and company in East Pakistan. Where
a reference to brutality becomes inevitable he brus-
hes both sides with the same paint. For instance,
writing on the military situation in East Pakistan
during the course of the Indo-Pakistan war, he says:
"The almost unbelievable cruelty of the fighting on
both sides had turned the situation into a night-
mare" (p. 528).

Though Nixon emerges generally as an anti-Indian
and critical of Indian leaders, he is full of admira-
tion and respect for Rajaji. Nixon calls Paul Hoff-
man's description of Rajaji as "one of the world's
most gifted men" as "an understatement". He found
Rajaji "infinitely wise". He discussed With this great
man several issues like the atom bomb, communism,
predestination etc. and made three pages of notes.
Nixon records:

"The afternoon I spent with Rajaji.. had such a
dramatic effect on me that f used many of his
thoughts in my speeches over the next several
years and to this day I can see in my mind's
eye his small body, his large hawk nose the
fringe of wispy white hair around his ears, -and
his dark, piercing eyes as he sat on a straw mat,
wearing Jusi a dhoti and sandals r(p. i32)."
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TRAGEDY OF THE BOAT PEOPTE
Robin Gordon-Walker

The crisis of the "boat people" could become as great
a tragedy as the Vietnam war itself unless a solu-
tion is found. This was the stark message from Sir
Murray Maclehose, Governor of Hong Kong, when
he arrived in London on 13 June for urgent talks
about the refugee influx. The small, already crowd-
ed territory of Hong Kong, is in the forefront of the
desperate situation created by the inhuman beha-
viour of the VietnameSe Government.

There are more than 50,000 Vietnamese refugees in
reception camps on the island awaiting further re-
settlement. All possible reception areas are full to
overflowing and yet hundreds more Vietnamese
arrive off Hong Kong harbour in their small boats
every day.

The problem of the Vietnamese boat people is only
part of the catastrophic refugee situation through-
out Indo-China. There are now more than 200,000
people encamped in Thailand who have fled from
tighting in Cambodia and Laos. The distinctive and
anpalling feature in Vietnam is that the people are
not "ordinary" refugees fleeing war zones; they have
been forced out by their own Government in a deli-
berate policy of intimidation and pressure. , Worst of
all, these people are consigned to overloaded and un-
seaworthy boats and lt is reckoned that as many as
two-thirds of them die a honifying death by drown-
lng in the open sea. Unless rescued by passing ships,
very few survive to reach a port.

Interviews with survivors and other evidence con-
firms that the Vietnam Government ls systematically
seeklng to drlve out its citizens of phlnese origin
numberlng more than. one million. They have been
dismissed from Government employment, forbidden
to work in specified occupations or to engage in pri-
vate business. In the city of Cholon more than
30,000 small private businesses, mostly run by Viet-
namese of Chinese extraction, were forced to close.
Harassment lncludes imprisonment wlthout cause
and lootlng of houses. They are given the cholce of
being sent to live in euphemlstically titled "New
Economic Zones" or leaving the country. In etther
case all their property is confiscated. The fact that
so many choose the option of a one-in-three survi-
val chance at sea testifies to the thoroughness of
the pressure.

The refugee traffic is organised at all stages by
Government officials and the inadequate small craft
involved are escorted out of territorial waters by
officlal patrols. The Government clalms that the
refugees are people who go voluntarily at the insti-
gatton of "lnternatlonal reactionarles" or because
they cannot adapt to difficult post-war conditlons.
In fact, so controlled is the traffic that anyone try-
ing to make thelr own way out wlthout officlal per-
mlssjon runs a great rlsk. In December last year a
boat leaving Saigon with 220 refugees aboard trled
to leave without a permit. It was sunk by Vietna-
mese gunflre and only 16 people survived.

The Government charges fees - about €1,500 itt
gold - for making the departure arrangements.
Those unable to ralse the money at home ln many
cases obtain the necessary sum from overseas. In

this cynical way the refugee traffic has become a
lucrative foreign-exchange earner for Vietnam se-
cond only to coal exports. A further disturbing trend
in recent weeks has been the extension of the pres-
snre to non-Chinese - mainly members of South
Vietnam's former middle class. Recent boatloads
arri'ring in Hong Koug and Malaysia have contaln-
ed an increasing proportion of ethnic Vietnamese.

The only real solution is for Vietnam to stop its
barbaric policy. Much behind-the- scenes diploma-
tic pressure has been exerted by countries of East
and West but without much apparent effect as yet.

Meanwhile, the situation must be handled as a
humanitarian issue which can be contained only by
concerted international action. The countries of
South-East Asia have borne the brunt of the pro-
blem - Hong Kong, for example, has accepted
9,000 boat people ,for permanent settlement.
But they are heavily-populated developing coun-
tries with their own social and economic pro-
blems. Their chief role is as an immediate refuge
and temporary lraven. Ttre rest of the world shares
the responsibility for absorbing refugees for perma-
nent settlement, and if the burden is shared inter-
nationally this can be managed.

So far, however, the burden is not being properly
shared. Three countries with historic links with the
area - China, the United States of America and
France - have between them taken nearly 500,000
of the 553,000 Indo-Chinese refugees settled since the
end of the Vietnam War. Only eight other coun-
trles have taken more than 1,000. Brltain ls one of
these, having given refuge to nearly 2,000 - several
hundred in the first part of June - and having
agreed to take over 2,000 more. The Unlted King-
dom cannot absorb large numbers because of her
special historical commitments to Commonwealth
immigrants. Many developed countries with no such
special commltments have accepted only hundreds
or handfuls of the boat people.

The British Government has contrlbuted more
than €5 milllon to the IIN High Commissioner for
Refugees' special programme for South-East Asia,
and the UK has supported UN.Secretary-General
i{urt Waldheim's appeal last month for govern-
ments to take urgent and co-ordinated action. On
May 31, the Prime Minister, Mrs. Margaret Thatcher,
proposed a IIN Speclal Conference on the question
of Indo-China refugees. She maintained that the
international community must be brought to a pro-
per realisation of its responsibllities, pointing out
that many countries with the capacity to resettle
the refugees were doing llttle to help.

Dr. Waldheim has warmly accepted Mrs. Thatcher's
propooal. A UN special conference would require
preparation in order to be effective, but the critical
and daily worsening situation means that it should
be held as quickly as possible. The international
community was at first slow to appreciate the true
scale of the tragedy, but in the last few weeks world
attention has begun to focus more sharply and this
could provlde the stimulus needed to ensure effec-
tlve actlon ln the future.

-Topical Commentary No, 030179
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WORLD I\EWS
Africa's Endless Strife

There have been an estimated 125 wars since 1945.
These wars were fought on the territory of ?1 states;
and 82 countries, most of them in the third World,
participated. Forty of the 125 wars were fought in
Africa. Twenty-five (out of the total of 52) African
countries were involved. Three quarters of the Afri-
can wars were civil wars aimed at overthrowing the
ruling regime or fought for tribal, religious, national-
minority, or similar reasons. T'lre remainder were
classical wars in which opposing armies confronted
each other across their own borders.

Military expenditures are increasing faster in
Africa than in any other region except the Middle
East. Between 1968 and 19?8 total African military
expenditure increased about three times, even when
measured in constant prlces to take inflation into
account. In each of the other two Third World re-
Btbns - Asia (excludlng China and Japan) and Latin
Am€rica - military expenditure lncreased 1.? times
over this same period and in the Near East (exclud- .
ing Egypt) the increase was 4.2 tlmes. For the Thlrd
World as a whole, it was 2.5 times and for the entire
world it was 1.12 times.

African per capita military spending is htgtr rela-
tive to most Third World levels, at about g 80. per-
capita spending in Asia (excluding Chlna and Japan)
is $ 10 and in Latin America about g 20. Ttre figure
for the Near East (excludinf Egypt) is extraordlna-
rlly htgh at aboft g 350 per capita. The European
figure is about $ 240.

If the Near East and China are excluded Africa
aceounts for about 35 per cent of Third World mili-
tary spending although it has only about 20 per
cent of the population.

The former major colonial powers the UK and
France, the USA the USSR, and China are all, to a
greater or lesser extent striving to strengthen their
influence in one part of the continent or another.
To this end they do not hesitate to exploit African
instabilities, even by military means.

Frank Barnaby, Tlte Guardian, June lg

A Capitalist Craze in the Kremlin
After years of hesitation and reflection, the Soviet
leadershlp has decided to yield to popular demand,
and to authorise productlon of one of the most
classless garments devised by capltalism - blue
jeans.

Amerlca's three leadlng Jeans manufacturers, Levi
Strauss, Bluebell, which makes Wranglers, and the
VF Corporation which sells under the Lee label, have
been lnvlted to tender to help the Russians to manu-
facture jeans.

That news will come as a great relief to Western
tourists, who often are accosted by young Flussians
ready to give almost anythlng to be allowed to peel
off and keep the Jeans the vtsltors may be wearlng.

l0

Until now, official Soviet doctrine has held that
Western jeans, being figure-hugging, are a symbol of
Western decadence, and thus to be avoided in the
same way as pornography. The idea of spending
precious hard currency on acquiring the know-how
to make them, and the secret of the cut, must trave
seemed to Soviet planners almost like toying with
original sin.

None of this stopped the young, and even the mid-
dle-aged, from coveting jeans almost more than any
other Western product. The East Germans hoped to
satisfy some of this yearning by producing thelr own,
rvithout outside help. But any discerning East Euro-
pean recogrises the imitation for what it ls, and dis-
misses the GDR product with disdain.

The Hungarians, who have greater economlc
licence than any other Communist block countrles,
were the first to break the Jeans curtain by going
into partnershlp with Levi Strauss. The factory in
Hungary opened last year, and could sell lnfinitely
more than it ls able to produce. Part of its output
is reserVed for export, and less than half is sold ln
Hungary itself. Huugarlans with their jeans have
become the focus of great envy elsewhere ln the
Communist block.

Now that the Soviet Unlon has decided to change
its mind about jeans, no doubt the rest of the com-
rades wlll ask to follow.

But in any case, it ts a long way from the ulttmate
in Western Jeans fashlons: Jeans below, with above a
pure, preferably Chinese, silk shlrt.

Hella Pick, The Guardiaz, July 11
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Book Review

THE MEN WHO KILLED GANDHI by Manohar
Malgonkar, Macmillan 1978, 184 pp. Rs. 30,

So suspicions have we grown in India about political
Iiierature that is directed to a foreign readership
taS this book evidently is) that the first question
that The Men. Who Killed Gandhi in its com-
lteteni and readable narrative provokes is: "Why did
he write it?" And this is not unnatural. For the
facts of Gandhi's assasination are as well known
as the facts of another comparable piece of recent
political journalism: Freedont At Midnight.
Why, then, 30 years later do we go over the same
ground in la day-by-day and sometimes hour-by-
hour account of how the crime came to be committ-
ed and what the natnre of the d,ramatis persno,e
was?

Malgonkar may well have written his book as a
collective answer to several questions that he has
been asked over the years in many parts of the world,
for he claims to have been in Delhi, close to Birla
House, when Gandhiji was assassinated, and to re-
call the circumstances and the atmosphere of those
troubled days. The foreign student of fndian affairs
is constantly $tumped even 30 years later by why any
person or conspiracy of persons should have set out
to assassinate a man as patently civilised, con-
structive, fearless and patriotic as Gandhi. The
question is one that demands a well-reasoned reply.
Malgonkar succeeds fairly well in analysing the
Hindu Sanghatan attitude to GandhiJi, as he does
tbe protective stance that the latter took towards
Muslims ln India as well as to the newly created
state of Pakistan. In this, he undoubtedly provided
the Hindu fanatic in Maharashtra wlth provocatlon.
Malgonkar's interviews with the survivlng members
of the conspiracy appear to have been thorough,
and the fact that they are recent, adds something
to the perspective with whtch these men see their
acts. Questioned as to whether they thought that
Gandhi's murder had served the natlonal interest,
"Karkare, Gopal Godse and Madanlal were unani-
mous in insisting that lt had" (121)

Malgonkar's portraiture of all seven leading char-
acters and, indeed, of the peripheral persons involv-
ed is vivid, sometimes ironical, sometimes amused
but always pre-emlnently readable. There is, one
feels throughout, a conscious effort to be fair to
everyone. The author takes his responsibilltles as
biographer and narrator seriously. He records hls-
tory in the Journalistic manner, preferrlng actlon to
analysis and malntaining a tempo in narratlve that
ensures readabllity through suspense. Hls facts
would appear to have been carefully ascertalned,
checked and re-checked and in the flnal report, to
be rationaliy selected. Yet the book leaves this re-
viewer wlth a three-fold impression that does not
establish his total hlstorlc obJectlvlty.

First. Malgonkar would appear to have a deep res-
pect for Nathuram Godse who emerges &s a young
man of high ideallsm, total self-abnegation and, to-
wards the end, unquestloned heroism. Second, Mal-
gonkar's understandlng of, and sympathy wlth
GandhlJt ls platnly more lmperfect than lt ls of, and

witir Gandhi's young assassin. Finally, he seeks in-
sisLently to establish Savarkar's innocence of the
crime - and in this he may be entirely correct --but he gives little space or, it seems, thought to
Savarkar's indirect long-term responsibility for fos-
tering by his teachings the sort of blind fanaticism
that was bound in young, confused minds to issue in
murder. Savarkar is made to seem a national hero
(161). TIre net result of all this is that tlre recorcl,
that was once strongly tilted against the men who
killed Gandhi is, with the advent of this book, tilted
in their favour, with an unspoken plea (so it seems
to me) for wider understanding of their motives and
deeper appreciation of their intrinsic heroism.
Thirty years after the event, when the event, when
the hatreds and the hysteria have died down, per-
haps this is not unfair'. But though The Men Who
Killed Gandhi may add to the raw material of
history, it does not by itslf-constitute history, be-
cause it does nothing to enlarge our understanding
of the forces that make history what it is. Ttre
book lacks depth; it lacks the scholarship that
should precede historical analysis. Lacking this im-
portant element, what does Malgonkar add to our
knowledge of these times? He achieves a convinc-
ing picture of tbe sickness and muddle in and with
which young fanatics think and act in India. The
ineptitude with which the conspirators went about
their monumental business is iltustrated again and
again: "To accomplish the death of Gandhi they
zestfully set out to kill or maim scores of men and
women who, they knew for certain, would be crowd-
ing around Gandhi at the time. It was .. somethlng
that only sick minds could have conjured up, some-
thing that even the most brutal of commandos ope-
rating within enemy territory might have thought
too callous. . As it finally crystallised on the after-
noon of 20 January,. . the scenario was a horrifying
nixture that was patt-farce, and part Marat-Sade.
If it did not show up Apte and Nathuram as cowards,
equally so it did not showrthem up as men of cour-
age either, for they had managed to farm out all
the dangerorrs roles to their subordinates and them-
selves intended to remain in the background. They
had ev€n put a pistol into the hands of that most
inoffensive of men, Badge's servant, Shankar Kis-
tayya. Poor Shankar didn't even know who Gandhi
was or what he had done, or why he was to fire the
pistol at him" (?1). Again: "Madanlal who.. had
made and thrown bombs, had no knowledge of the
proper way to handle a military-type hand grenade"
(11). And yet agaln "T'hat Apte and Nathuram
should have thought that this slaughter was Justi-
fied in their bid to kill one man shows how slck their
minds were. Ttreir victims would have been mainly
Hindus, and thus thelr act would have been every
bit as callous as the worst of the Muslim atrocitles
they were seeking to avenge (109).

These extracts make it clear that Malgonkar has
the full measure of the young men's state of mind
and that he does not attempt to excuse it. The
contrast that he provides in Gandhiii's mature re-
actlon to Madanlal's bomb on 20 January, is con-
sciousiy fair-mlnded: "He (Gandht) was full of
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praise for Madanlal. The boy is a Bahadaur, he
declared and compared lrim to Bhagat Singh, the
leader of a terrorist gang whom the British had exe-
cuted and who had become something of a national
hero. Gandhi went on: 'They're like children. They
don't understand. After I'm gone, they'll realise that
what the old man used to say was right" (111).

Better still, the book throws fresh light on the
workings of the Bombay and Delhi police forces,
s'lrose rivalry, bureaucratic rigidity and ineptitude is
less easy to excuse. Unlike the conspirators, the
policemen were not amateurs. Yet they would seem
to have been guilty of criminal errors of omission,
and though Gandhiji was undoubtedly one of the
most difficult ,people to protect, it is possible that
with more professional policing, the conspiracy might
have been discovered and his life saved.

And then, there is this statement on Gandhiji to
convince us that Malgonkar does recognise his spe-
cial stature: "Gandhi has been called a saint, a vil-
lain, a politician, a statesman, a fool, a knave, a
charlatan, an astute tradesman, a naked fakir and
many other things, but tbe few words he now said
at the urging of the Muslims of the Mehrauli shrine
are enough to show that, whatever else he might
have been, he was above all a truly civilsed man:
'I have never known what it is to be communal. To
unite all sections and all communities that people
this vast land of ours has been my dream ever since
my childhood, and tlll that dream is realised, my
spirit can know no rest' " (142).

Nevertheless from page 114 of the book to page 180
(a substantial part) the protagonist and the hero is
undoubtedly Nathuram Godse. He may still make
mlstakes that Malgonkar records. He may omit to
cover his tracks, inadequately and amateurishly
provide people wlth evidence against him and his
associates, but he becomes an unquestioned leader
overnight after the fiasco of 20th January. He takes
on the entire responsibility for the assassination; he
does all he can to shteld his associates and even
makes provision for their dependants. Against his
own contemplattve nature he practices shooting and
acquires a certain skill at it. Above all, he attracts
the total dedication of Karkare and Apte who choose
to be with him when he commits the crime. He
plans his action with a serenity and a single-mind-
edness that the reader can hardly fail to admire.
And when the deed is done, Malgonkar's Godse con-
ducts himself with admirable consideration for
others. He pleads guilty, makes an uncompromising
statement, endures imprisonment for months and
finally on the fateful 15th November, goes splendidly
to his death. f quote:

"At dawn. . Nathuram and Apte had their baths.
Gopal asked his brother: 'Anna, are you golng to
shave?" Nathuram rubbed his hand ovef his cbin.
'f shaved last night. ft's not as though f'm going
to a party'. . Nathuram and Apte came out of their
cells wearing black and each carrying in his hands
a map of undivided fndia, the saffron flag of the
Hindu movement, and a copy of the Gita. This was
the first time they had been allowed out of their
maximum securlty cells so early ln the morning
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and Apte drew Nathuram's attenl,ion to the clear
cold rnorning sunlight of the punjab winter. ,,yes,
like the sun in Simla", Nathuram commented. . As
they rvalked towards the hanging shed, they both
shouted: "Akhand Bharat Amar Rahe". They were
guided towards the single gallows that had beeit
erected for them. . They went towards it singing
a Sanskrit verse in unison, which had the refrain:
"Even as we die we salute you. our land of birth''.
None of this would seem to be a record of the last
hours of a murderer or assassin. It has rather the
resonance of untrammelled heroism. But this is not
history's last word. That word is more likely to be
what it was in a cartoon published by Time when
Martirr Luther King was assassinated. King is pic-
tured in front of a phantom Gandhi and the phan-
tom speaks: "Isn't it strange, Dr. King? They
think they have disposed of us once they have assa-
ssinated us!"

MURIEL WASI

NILAKANTHA by Colonel Narinder Kuntar AVSM,
Vision Books; frst published 1965, this editiott April
1970, pp. including index 116; illustrations 31. Rs.45.

OF GODS AND GLACIERS by Lt. Col. M. M.
Sharma FRG^S, Vision Books, 1979. pp. 143 includirtg
glossary, bibiography and index, illustrations 30 Rs. 58.

Both these books purport to pertain to mountaineer-
ing in the Garhwal Himalayas near the holy shrine
of Badrinath but only Nilakantha can claim a-place
in tl-:e impressive array of books on the subject
rvritten by one of our most experienced mountai-
neefs Colonel "Bull" Narinder Kumar of the
Kumaoun Regiment, an old and valued friend now
Commandant of the Army's prestigious High Alti-
tude Warfare School, Gulmarg. This toulh and in-
trepid mountaineer has climbed a number of for-
midable peaks. I'would rate his growing achieve-
ment the ascent of the formidable and raiely'climb-
ed Kanchenjunca (28000 ft.) in the Sikkim Hima-
layas. Nilakantha must surely lrave contributed to
Bull Kumar's success. Lt. Col. M. M. Sharma a fellow
of the Royal Geographical Society, describes himself
as a trekker with an impressive record of the sport
in the Garhwal and Western Himalayas.

Comparing Sharma's Ol Gods and Glaeiers with
Kumar's Nilakantha would be doing a great inJus-
tice to the latter. Nilakantha is a graphic and down
to earth description of a challenge to climb a peak
scaled only twice before. Sharma's book devotes
precisely one chapter (XV) of 9 pages to the ascent
of Mount Rataban by NCC Girls! The blurb on the
dust cover is misleading as Sharma describes Gods
and Gurus ad inlinitum rather than the attempts
of a girls' team in this otherwise male dominated
sport. Not a page passes by without some reference
to gods, goddesses, gurus, temples, guiudwaras,
shrines and pujas. One is led to brand a fellow
Army Offtser and an infantry man at that, as a
leading authority on Hindu religion and mythology-
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but certainly not on mountaineering; being the
officer-in-charge of a mountaineering expedition
and that too of the NCC Girls' Wing, one would have
expected a more balanced account. What is more'
the expression leaves much to be desired as does the
editing. Some of the spellings can best be describ-
ed as "Himalayan" blunders: Phillip of Macedon;
Moute Blanc; Mcindley; Machintyre; Mount Good'
wyn Austin; et al. Nor are the illustrations very
good or graphic. Admittedly the narrative covers
tlre area between Rishikesh and Hemkunt well but
tlre constant references to gods and gooddesses and
religion are an irritant to the reader seeking adven-
ture and pure mountaineering and surely detracts
from the value of this book. One would have ex-
pected to read more about the girl mountaineers
and tbeir problems and achievements but their
efforts appear to have missed the pen of the author
who has consigned their efforts to one measly chap-
ter. Without wishing to be parochial, one is at a loss
to determine why "an irrepressible tomboy Maureen
D'Souza of Bombay" was included in the team! One
cannot agree with the.hopes expressed by Major
General M. Thomas in his foreword that the book
will be widely read by young cadets and the youth
of the country'(unless they are religiously inclined!).
Sharma dedicates this book to his parents rather
than to Umeshwari the successful NCC Girl Summi-
teer of Iiataban Peak; this, in itself, is a pointer to
tlre contents of the book.

On the other hand, the less expensive book of the
two Ni.lakantlw is sheer rinadulterated mountainee-
ring at its best solid as "Bull" Kumar himself. It
ts a down-to-earth narrative of a tough, formidable
and challenging climb. The claim of success was
not accepted on face value and, as stated by Sarin
in his foreword, had to be examined by a panel of
mountaineering experts (Jaswal, Dias and Dutta)
who came to the conclusion that the highest point
of the Nilakantha Peak was reached by O.p. Sharma,
Phurba Lobsang and Lhakpa Lama. Kumar
literally "led" his team by personal example and thts
cost him dearly the loss of two toes due to frost
bite though this disability has certainly not daunt-
ed his spirit of adventure and love of mountaineer-
ing. ft is a gripping tale indeed of the challenge
thrown by an immortal mountain to mortal man.
It portrays vividly, yet simply, how individuals react
to cold, snow, lce, rock, altitude, fickle weather and
the all nervading threat to life and limb. That is
why one would llke to congratulate the author for
dedicating this excellent book to Shbrpa Phurba and
deservedly so. One cannot but take vicarlous plea-
sure ln fouowing "BuU" Kumar and his team to the
summlt and down to Base Camp.

Unlike Sharma, Colonel Kumar has been sensible
enough to include two sketch maps on pages 18 and
22 to better follow his narrative. There are three
excellent appendices on equipment, food and frost
bite. The acknowledgement on pages 112, 113 and
114 indicdte how much our country has progressed
in this sphere and how one may expect to get assis-
tance. Of the 55 firms mentioned, 34 are located in
Bombay. Sharma's glossary and blbllography per-
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[ain more to gods and goddesses than to mountain-
eering or trekking, which is a slrame.

Both books highlight the delights of trekking in
the Garhwal Himalayas. Those of us for whom high
altitude mountaineering is beyond our reach but
whose interest itt the pure delights of nature exist,
would benefit from reading the descriptions of the
"Valley of Flowers" and the holy shrine of Hemkunt,
as these two places are well within the reach of
most of us. The time frame, route, facilities avail-
able and flola and fauna encountered are described
in detail in Sharma's Gods and Glaciers (chapter

X). Gobindghat on the Joshinath' - Badrinath road
is the start point and Gagaria (10,000 ft.) the base

for Hemkunt (14,000 ft.) and the Valley of Flowers'
A.J.S. Grewal of the Nilakantha Team who visited
Hemkunt says: "the whole atmosphere transported
me to a region of heavenly repose and peace that I
shall never forget." fs it any wonder then that the
tenth and Iast guru of the Sikhs Guru Gobind Singh
meditated there and received inspiration to form the
Khalsa Panth?

One fondly hopes that Kumar's book on the Saga
of Nilakantha will spur many of our younger gene-
ration to take to the exhilarating and challenging
sport of mountaineering whereas Sharma's book
(sazs his religious platitudes) encourage plainsmen
and women to trek in these wonderful areas and in
so doing savour the riches of nature and the sanity
and peace available ttrere, so far removed from the
pressures and problems of this mad, mad, world. Oh
for a world of mountaineers and nature buffs!

Without doubt Kumar's book is worth Rs. 58 - the
cost of Sharma's!

Maj. Gen. E. D'SOUZA (Retd.)

JIM CORBETT'S INDIA Stories selected by R. E'
Hawkirts, Oxford (Jniversity Press, Netv Delhi' pp.

250, Rs. 50.

Jim Corbett's India is the Indta of forests and
streams; of tigers and other wild animals; of villages
and hamlets dotting the foothills of the Himalayas;
of unsophisticated, simple yet intelligent village folk
with all their joys and tears. It is alas, an India
that is fast disappearing. The lush green of the
forests a mere reminder with stumps where majestlc
trees once stood and perhaps afforded shelter to the
fauna including the much feared man-eater. The
man-eater is no longer the tiger but man himself.
But all this was a long way off when Jim Corbett
hunted the man-eating tiger or leapord and com-
muned with nature during the interminable perlods

when he waited for his prey to be lured to the balt'
To a reader in the concrete iungle, Jim Corbett's

India is so refreshing, so nostalgic that the 250-page
selection of anecdotes from Corbett's longer yarns
of his confrontation with man-eaters, not only
throws a tantalizing glimpse of the glory of fndia's
flora and fauna but of the man who became a legend
in his lifetime and is remembered to this day with
affection and even awe by the simple folk of Kumaon
in northern Uttar Pradesh.

Of Irish blood Jim Corbett was born in fndia
in 185?, the year of the Great Indtan Muttny, to a
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family of 15 children. The only family nrember who
featured in his life was his sister Maggie. He re-
ceived his first lesson in hunting at Naini Tal at the
age of ten and shot his first man-eater at thirty
one. He lived to the ripe old age of ninety eight
and died in Kenya in 1955. It is unbelievable but
true, that at the age of 70, when most men are go-
ing through their second childhood, Corbett shot a

man-eater rvhich Ieaves little room for doubt about
his skills as a great hunter. Everyone of the anec-
dotes is as thrilling as the other and to contemplate
writing about one in a nutshell would be to deprive
the reader the pleasure of stalking the tiger rvith
Corbett. His thrilling encounters while hunting the
Muktesar man-eater, stalking the Pipal Pani tiger,
the Chowgarh tigers and later the Bachelor of
Powalgarh and many others (all names given after
the place where the man-eater prowled and was
later killed) makes very good reading his style be-
ing simple and unaffected.

Today when the World Wildlife Fund has mount-
ed a campaign to educate the educated illiterates
of the need to preserve wildlife to restore the ecolo-
gical balance if not from a love of animals, Mr. Hak-
kins' selection serves as a tively reminder and an
excellent plea for the preservation of wildlife. And
there is nothing paradoxical in talking of Corbett
the hunter in the context of the preservation of
wildlife. Jim Corbett did not kill like many big
game hunters do for the pleasures of the hunt. He
destroyed only those predators who posed a threat
to human life and after convincing evidence that
the enemy was indeed a man-eater.

Man eaters are made, not born. ft is reassuring
to know that human beings are not the natural
prey of tigers. And that a tiger becomes a man-
eater when compelled through circumstances beyond
its control, which in nine cases out of ten is caused
by wounds and in the tenth by old age which makes
the tlger lose hls fear of the human and discovers
in him an easy victim.

Corbett's love of nature is brought out so well in
the following passage:

"The knowledge you absorb today", he wrote,
"will be added to the knowledge you rpill absorb
tomorrow, and on your capacity for absorption.
will depend the amount of knowledge you will
ultimately accumulate. And at the end of the
accumulating period - be that period one year
or fifty - you will flnd that you are only at
the beginning and that the whole field of nature
lles before you waiting to be explored and ab-
sorbed. And if you have no desire to acquire
knowledge and assume you can learn in a fort-
night what cannot be learnt in a lifetime you
will remain ignorant to the end. . "

Beautifully produced with a jacket that almost
tempts you to open the book only amidst sylvan
surroundings, ttris anthology is only an appetizer
offered by Mr. Hawkins to the fascinating world of
Jim Corbett, Delicious fare indeed!

August 1979
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WITH MAI\Y VOICES
Moans rodnd lvith man-y

'Tis not too late to seek

A milllon men of straw do not make one person of
substance.

A. R. Antulay, India,n Erpress, July 4

"The deep

r oices. Come, my f riends,
a newer world."

-fgnnysorl

The President of
think.

Registered No. MH by South/26,1

The ordinary British
way.

bloke is outstanding in every

Dailu Telegraph, trune 27

Ib might be said that any Budget which manages
to plunge the TUC and the stock market together
into gloom cannot be all bad.

Daily Telegraplt, June tB

lVe wanted to make Mrs. Gandhi the mother of the
nation but she prefers just to remain Sanjay's
mother.

Priyaranjan Das Munshi, Indian Egpress, July 5

The only way to ensure the success of a summit is
to go wlth the final communique already written in
your pocket.

Harold Macmillan, The Obseruer, July I

The abbreviatlon "C" stood not only for "colnmunal"
as intended by RaJ Naraln, but it also signified that
the ruling party was "castelst", "corrupt" "capita-
llst", "cowardly", "confused", "crlsis-ridden", "coun-
terprogresslve" and "crimlnal" too.

C. M. Stephen, ilndian Express, July 12

i llre mffisure ofachievenrcnt

19 y€rra rqg, wa wata I tlnolr, rlmPl!
dyalng unit. foday. ou. tartilc codpl.x
Ir ona of th. l.it.at ln tha world. ln 1977,
$lat cro$ld tha Rt. D-c.ora mrtk.

Our manufacturlng frclliti.t ata v.ry
modrrn rnd hlchly tutomatrd. w. hrva on.
ot rhr llrgatt boinrh.da-41 60 !uto6rtic
logmt udd.i or teot I

our faLrlcl arc croortad to tll th.
16ohi.tic.r.d fi.hion tantraa ln lhr world.
ln igrT.lon...roortt rrc.rdad n3. l7 Gror.t.
Trkino our tottl arDort arhln!3 llrca
lndcrandGnc. to Rt.193 crot.t-which l.
on.-t!nth ot lndla's artgdt ot coltgn
tartllar ! Thir argort D.rformuca h!! alrnad
toa ut. oyar tha iata!. tavartl lwardai
. Th. F.d6r.llon of lndlrn Chlmbrr. ot

comm.rc. .rid lndutt.y 1972 Aws.d tor
pionaGring axpott achiavamaat.

. fha Gov.rnm.nt of lndia Awrrd tgt
outttandiog !chi.v.msnt ln axpolt
D.omotion fo. I 972-73.

. Th! Govc.omrnl ot M!fr?rthltl
Dir.cto..t. ol lndorttl.s P.lra lot batt
arpo.t Dcrfo,mrnca fo. 1 973-74.

. Tha T.rprocil Awtrd ,o. ostgltnding
orport pcrformEnca in 1976.77.

How'. th!l tor .chi.vlmlnt 7

BOMBAY DYEING E

Mr. Morarji Desai was a bigger dictator than Mrs.
Gandhi.

Raj Narain, Ind,ian E{press, July 24

A big success ln a small theater is better than a
small success in a big theater and much better than
a srnall success in a small theater.

Eugene Ionesco, Herald Tribune, July 14115

The wide rangc of powers exercised by a Prime
Minister (in the U.It.) are now so great that'they
threaten Cabinet Government, undermlne the role
of Parliarnent and encroach upon party democracy.

Adam Raphael, The Obseroer, JulY 15

The game of minuses is over with the reslgnatlon of
Mr. Morarji Desai as Prime Minlster. The more
difficult one of pluses has started for the formation
of a new government.

Neerja Chowdhury, Hirnmqt, JulY 20

Policemen in India have traditionally been under-
paid, and have traditionally made up for it wlth
sundry forms of corruption and extortion.

The Econornisf, July 7

the Unlted States cares what f

Rosalynn Carter, Time, May 7

ot rhr llrgatt boinrh.da-41 50 !uto6rtic
I logmt udd.i or teotl
I W" *..u th. tl.rt ootton't.xtil. mill to
I inrl.ll th. r.volutlonrlt/ultar hioh rpc.d
I sulrcr rhuttlalao walvlnc mrchinca in
I lndl.. Th. tl.rt lo p.oduc. tc.ry tow.l.I on automatlc hcquard loomr. And ona
I ot th. llrtt to lnrtrll I rgta.y.c.r.n
I printing m.chlna,a-

If you give the Government a target to shoot at, it's
bound to misrs. That is our greatest protection.

Skylab Self-Defense Society, Spokane, U.S.A.
Time, July 16

TO OI.JR READERS

The monsoon has been kind. The lakes are almost over-

flowing. Maharashtrians may not have to go thirsty after
all. But power - electrical not political - shortages

continue. A case of God proposes and man dispos-'s ! The

problem is coal. It is there (in abundance in the collieries)

but betw-een the state-ownedcoltieries and the state'owned

raitwai's coal does not reach the state'owned power stations

in adequate.quantiiies. In the process the people suffer'

industry suffers and the economy suffers - and Frccdom

.Fir.rt gets delayed I
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