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SANJAY'S DEATH—& AFTER

NISSIM EZEKIEL

already thick with illusions and false assumptions about
Lkow India’s main: problems can be solved: poverty,
national integration, educational reform (San]ay s only

reading was the comics) and independence in inter-
national affairs,

Consider, for a moment, only that last item. Mrs
Gandhi has -needlessly recognised Kampuchea, and
returned recently to her first response to the Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan. Once again she echoes the
hollow propaganda of the totalitarian Soviet govern-
ment that its military action against a neighbour is at
least partly to be explained. by the conduct of other
powers in the region.

“Soviet factor part of overall:crisis: P. M.”, says
The Times Of India headline to a -report on talks
with the Pakistan foreign minister. Here we have the

Sanjay’s death -has not so far led to any know-
ledge of Mrs. Gandhi’s public and private relation to
him. Tt is a mystery, like that bunch of keys which
Mrs. Gandhi remembered and took possession of
before she began to mourn for her son.

The court of inquiry was cancelled soon after it
had been announced. There is an increasing flow of
facts about the circumstances of - the accldent from
which we know for certain that Sanjay died as he
had lived, breaking -all the rules.

Ought one to admire him for this, an expression
of the adventurous spirit, of courage and heroism,
of superior human capacities and the -personality that
makes for leadership? . Not at all.

When - Sanjay failed, as student, - as mechanic
trainee, as business entrepreneur, it was always
rationalised and obscured. The list of irregularities,
illegalities and extra-constitutional actions became
steadily longer.- Scandal accompanied Sanjay like a
shadow, wherever he - went. Most of the charges
against him he ‘did not even bother to refute.. His
mother objected to the mere mention of them.

Only a few days ago Mrs. Gandhi was indignant
because Maruti was associated with a reference to
Sanjay. “There was nothing wrong with ' Maruti,”
she said, one of her routine lies as a public figure.

When Sanjay was successful, as in his rapid poli-
tical rise, he used the same methods created a simi-
lar fog of hlgh—mmdedness preferred the devious and
the cliqueish.

This man received four aeroplanes as gifts. With-
out an official position, he dismissed the Director of
Civil Aviation. That was an awe-inspiring example
of his ability “to get things done”. What would be
considered criminal if attributed to any one else, in
his case was described by his deluded admirers as
proofs of superman at work.

And now, all those impotent slaves want his
brother Rajiv, want his widow Menka to inspire and
organise them. Empty of self-respect, lost and helpless
when faced with the problems of social transformation,
they seek another idol to worship, a new tyrant-
magician whose mantras they may blissfully repeat.

These people try hard to create a Sanjay Cult, the
only effect of which will be to pollute the atmosphere,

characteristic idiom of dissimulation. Military might
is muted into “factor”. A neighbouring government
not favourable to the Soviet government becomes
“overall Crisis”.

The Prime Minister, the report informs us, told
Mr Agha Shahi that “the presence of Soviet troops
in Afghanistan could not be. seen in isolation...”
Nothing can be seen in-isolation, dear P.M., and what
is related to the Soviet invasion here is ga militant,
aggressive, expansionist, totalitarian State which has
killed more of its own citizens than those of any
other country. Don’t see the Soviet-move ‘“in isolation”
from that, Mrs Gandhi.

Sanjay’s followers, with or w1thout hlS lead are in
no position to assess Mrs Gandhi’s “non-ahgnment”
They are as hazy as he was about communism and
socialism -and  Big-Power conflicts, capitalism and the
role’ of free enterprise in it, multi-national corpora-
tions and- nationalisation of .industrial enterprises.

What interested Sanjay most was Power, and the
ruthless Will to use it beyond the wildest dreams of
his mother. The correct, precise descnp‘clon of his
pohtlcs is covered by “the single word “crypto-fascist”.
Given the opportunity, he would have ruled like Stalin
without Stalinist economic and social practices. In
other words, concentration camps and mass murders
along with a mixed economy.

Sanjay’s government would have combined the
worst features of leftist and rightist dictatorships.

The point in criticising a dead Sanjay and a living
Indira is that in different ways they represent certain
kinds of politics. I am sure it is not democratic politics
they represent. ¥
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