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Martyrs of Maharashtra

NISSIM EZEKIEL

Maharashtra is to have 204 Martyrs’ Memorials
at a cost of Rs. 5 crores each. There is some talk of
making them useful public institutions by equipping
them with libraries, and renting out the auditorium—-
part of the Memorial design — for meetings and
entertainments.

It remains to be seen what happens eventually to
these constructions, which meet a non-existent, non-
essential need of the moment in the most grotesque
way imaginable in the circumstances.

Around the time our dead martyrs were being
honoured by such monumental folly, living martyrs
were being created in Bombay out of the poorest of
the poor, pavement-dwelling destitutes and hutment-
colony labourers.

The demolition and clearing up work was started
when the monsoon was in full swing. A court injunc-
tion prevented further steps in this cruel process and
may stop it altogether.

What is called a style of functioning is conspici-
ous in the Maharashtra Chief Minister to the point of
pure whim and subjective extravagance, unrelated to
social thought. A dying Urdu poet gets a grant of
Rs. 30.000.00. The son of a murdered Professor receiv-
es Rs. 50,000.00 for his education. Visitors become
state guests in large numbers with hardly any justi-
fication.

A foreign car worth Rs. 5 lakhs replaces a humbl-
er model, and a working-class demonstration against
the decision is ignored.

Shivaji’s sword has been forgotten along with the
trip to London solely for the alleged purpose of acquir-
ing it from the British Museum.

A vacation and business fortnight in Western
Europe was preferred over India’s hill-stations and
holiday resorts, all in the interests of the oppressed
and the down-trodden.

As in the rest of our country, agricultural growth
during the last two years has been approximately 1%,
with prospects of a lower rate this year already pre-
dicted by the experts.

The problems of congestion in Bombay need to
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be solved step by step, even if radically, with carefully
thought-out measures as part of a long-term plan. In-
stead, random decisions are taken which are certain
to be enormously expensive without even a reasonable
prospect of success.

The mode of thinking, if it can be called that, is
reckless and narcissistic. No modern problems involy-
ing the lives of millions can be solved that way. Yet,
here we have a gross example of feudal-personal rule,
princely munificense in patronage without manage-
ment principles, action exclusively in terms of instruc-
tions that X be provided accommodation and Y bhe
helped to get medical care.

It is rumoured that a Jt. Finance Secretary who
took his responsibilities seriously enough to offer ob-
jective financial advice was told to ‘shut up and carry
out his Master’s wishes ““You are only my cashier” he
was told, “and must do as I tell you”. All Government
servants now know that if they don’t obey they will
be “transferred”.

A survey of Chief Ministerial performance in all
our states, not from the political point of view but in
terms of administrative competence, would suggest a
dismal picture. In most cases the politics by itself,
even if subjected to the harshest criticism, does not,
theoretically, preclude efficiency and progress. On the
contrary, it is claimed that the version of political
practice being followed will benefit the people.

The realities seem to evade these ideologists of
all brands, who judge no scheme by its results, no
policy by the facts and figures. What matters to them
most are their fads, their personal loyalties and rela-
tionships, their pet institutions and ideas, above all
their eccentricities. '

The consequence is management by muddle, tre-
mendous waste of resources and reduction to helpless-
ness of all those who want to and can serve the com-
mon cause.

The political opposition is and will probably re-
main for some time, divided and ineffective. But the
general public can and must organise itself to oppose
further violations of common sense by the government
machinery. The persons in charge ought to be remind-
ed that government by its very nature is not a private
hobby, that its policies and actions can only be assess-
ed by the general standards of social order and ad-
vancement.
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