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MORARJI DESAI TALKS TO
FREEDOM FIRST

EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH SUMANT BANKESHWAR

THE Janata Party led by Shri Chandrashekar created
a unique record by losing deposits in almost all the
constituencies in which it contested in the recently
held mini-general elections. The present Janata party
is a combination of the old PSP rump and the old
Congress (O) rump, consisting of only leaders without
any followers or mass base or cadre. It is not even a
cohesive party. Its recent quest for unity of the
opposition parties was therefore quite understandable.
It wanted to ride on the back of the Lok Dal and the
BJP, and claim a share in the seats to be contested.
Neither BIP nor BLD found any use for the Janata
party.

The entire Janata Party is passing through an
agonising reappraisal of its future, after its miserable
performance in the recently held mini-general elections.
Its top leaders have started even doubting its very
existence. They are now thinking of joining the
Congress (I) or the BJP or the BLD. But, the ever-
oplimistic Snri Morarji Desai still hopes and thinks
that the Janata Party is the only National Alternative
to the Congress (L), because it stands for Gandhian
principles! “The Janata Party is the re-incarnation of
the good old Congress led by Mahatma Gandhi. The
Congress (1) is not the original Congress at all. Sooner
or later, both the Congress (I) and the BLD are bound
to disintegrate, especially after the departure of Indiraji
and Charan Singh from our political scene. All the
traditional Congressmen, now in different parties,
believing in the Congress culture, will ultimately join
the Janata Party. The present Janata Party is the real
Congress party, as conceived by Mahatma Gandhi,”
said Shri Morarji Desai.

I interviewed Shri Morarji Desai on Sunday, 20th
June at 10.30 a.m. at his residence. I was warned by

some journalist friends of mine that I should be
prepared for his counter-questions. The interview was,
however, quite friendly! Fortunately, he did not ask
me any counter-questions (for a change?). I was told
that to interview an arrogant and self-righteous
Morarjibhai would be a harrowing experience. These
journalist friends were proved wrong!

When I told them, after the interview, that my
interview with Morarjibhai was quite friendly, they
said, “Maybe now, since he has lost his power and
become mellowed.”

Morarjibhai had no objection to my interview with
him being taperecorded, because he always speaks the
truth, and unlike other politicians, he never eats his
words or contradicts his statements. Morarjibhai,
however, requested me to send him my draft interview
for his approval before sending it to the press, and
I agreed.

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Bankeshwar: Is not the search for a National Alter-
native by the leaders of the non-communist parties,
who destroyed the Janata Party, like a search for a
non-existent black cat in a dark room?

Morarjibhai: What is the meaning of that? Do you
think that India will be leaderless after the departure
of Indiraji? The National Alternative will emerge
when there is a vacuum at the top. What after Nehru,
what after Indiraji ... are all questions arising out
of lack of self-confidence in oneself or in our country.
Are such questions asked in the U.K. or in the U.S.A.?
The future of no country depends upon a single
individual.

B: The Congress (I) is held together by just one
individual — Smt. Indira Gandhi. The BLD without
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