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Our Non-Alignnrent
by V.B. Karnik

HERE is general irgreernent in Jhe country that in
I the conditions that obtain irl, the rvorld it is best
that u'e do not get cntirngle{ ip milittrry allinnces
and preserve our independence to'judge each issue on

,l

-

its merits. The doubts that are expressed and the
criticism that is voiced from time to time do not
question the u'isdom of that corlrse, but question the
appropriateness ol othenvise of the steps that we take
in the light of tllat governing principle of our foreign
policy. The complaint is that they do not bear out olrr
c'laim to be non-aligned and independent.

I,Ian1' things have happenecl dtrring the last four
u'eeks rvhich lend support to that complaint. One may
examine in that connection the.FiveJower resolution
that rve sponsored in the General Assembly of the
United Nations. The Prime Minister zrnd Mr. V. K.
Krishna' 1lenon, the leader of' our'delegatiory-have
given an elaborate clefence ancl iustiff.oation of that
step. It is statecl that it \\/as an appeal itddressecl to
both President Eisenhorver and Printe \'Iinister
Khrushchev and that it <lid rtot lerrn tou'ards one or
the other. But ir.r vicrl of the fact that, u'l'ratever the
mistakes of the Americans, it rvas Khrtrshchev rvho
broke tlre Sun.rnrit Conferencc.r and used insulting lang-
uage against Eisenhorvel rtnd in vies' of his behaviour-
as a bully in the General Assembly rvas it, one may trsk,
fair and reasonable to adopt that attittrde? If at all rve
thought that we could play some helpful role in
lessenirrg the tensirtns. wAs it not our cluty. as an
inclepentlr.'rtt irncl nrin-:rligrte<l cotttttrr', ttl express ottr
disapproval of Khnrsh<'lrer"s belraviortr ancl irch'isc hinr
to chinqe it in tht interest of rvorld lteitc't'? Far frrnn
doing that, rr'c condonccl tl.rt' ttncivilized an<l ,pro\/o-
catire actions of Khnrshclrev ancl sought to help hirn
in getting ir rneeting rvith Eisenhorver rvitllout nlirking
anv arnetids for u'hit lie had done. Can this be regard-
e<l' as an evidence of ortr non-alignment?

\,[r. Klishnn Menon has in his'erttl-msiasrn for lris
ou'n lrartic'ttlirr brancl of ltolitics c'irrried tlle rnatter :r

stcir frrltlrcr'. I{t' alrpt'ars to tllink that n<lt onh' tht'
two intliviclrrttls. Prcsiclent Eisetlhorlcl rttlrl Prirrtt'
Mirrister Kltr'rrslrclrcr'. brrt lrlsrl tlrt' tu'o Crx't'rnttt<'trts
thtt thev rr'ltrcsent llt'lt,rr( to tllt' sittrlt' c'atcgotr'.
frr lris liti.t'st str, i'cl, il Prilli,tltrort. lr" ''rrir'|. u-lrilt

irrstifviriq tlrc Irivc Pos't'r rt'sttlrttiort: 'Also llecrrrrse rtf

ihe natrirr- rttrtl clrltrrrctr:r r-tf the Covernnrents of tlrt'
Utritr.<l Stlrtt's rrtrrl Sr,rit't tirriotr. tltt'st't1t'rltlt'tlrt'tr t't'-

presented their Goverrrments". He did not have a 
"word to say about the lvide difierence betu'een the

nature and character of the two Governments. It
irppezus he makes no difference between the Govern.:
ment of a democracy and the government of a erm-
rnunist dictirtorship. That may be non-alignment of his
choice, but it is not the non-alignment that the
country lras acceptecl. The country is not noll-
lligned i1s betrveen democracy and dictatorship;
it is non-alignecl onh' as betu'een the two Power
blocs. The Prime Nlinister himself stated in a recent
speech: "\Ve trre non-aligned. We are uncommitted
to military blocs. But we are cornmitted to various
policies, ideals and objectives-very much so."

On the issue of colonialism again we have placed
ourselves in a rvrong position. We are eloquent and
passionate in our denunciation of the colonialism of
the Westem Porvers. \Me are silent, however, on the
issue of colonialism of communist Russia ancl China.
\\/e have condonecl and acquiesced in what Russia
has done to the several nationalities inhabiting the
outlying portions of her vast empire and more recently
to tllb fltitcples 

-of the Birltic States of Estonia; {.atvia
.rncl I-ithuaniir.'\4/e'':tre "equally co.mplacent about
rvhat China lras done in Sinkiang :rnd in Tibet even
thotrgh it vitall)' affects oul security. Trrking note of
this ilouble stanclard that rve follou', Acharl'a Kripalani
s,as regretftrlly c'onstririnecl to observe that 'even the
Prime \,linister unforhlnatell' rnade l clistinction bet-
ween one imperialism ( Western ) and another ( com-
munist) though the essence of both rvas the same-
political dornination and economic exploitation.' He
iaid: "to rninimise evil is to excttse it ancl paltl.v
to justify' it". We are as a matter of fact justifiring the
qr<'lrvin{ evil of the <'olonialism of corntnrrnist Pou'ers
lrv lt'frrsirrg to talk irlrotrt it itrtd to lrold it rrp for
pirblic ('('nslrr('. It is trot tlrt' tlolicv of tron-aligt'nrrent
ihat ',,'" arc follou'ing on this issue lrut a policy
of alignrncnt s,ith comnrrtnist Powers.

\\/e- are. nritv bc trnknclu'ingl]', f<lrlncl itr tht' sanre
comDiln\'<ln itrtother controversilll issrrc <lf recent
rveeks, the issrre of the CoItso. It is c'lear tltat. in tlre
Congo, commrrnist Pos'ers are truing to ffsh in troubl-
t'cl u'atr.rs. Thev luvt'fotrltd in \'lr. Lttrnumba il persotr
rvlro is lrrrttttltlr'lt' to tltcit itt[lttcrlct' ltn<l :trc c'ol]s('-
tprcrntl'r' kc'c,n r)n prrttirtg hirlr in l)o\\'('r'. \\/c itre hclpirlg
tirem to accomplish thitt prrt'1lost'. [n spitc of otlr
trrlk of inrlt'pcn<lt'rrc'<' ittt<l trott-ltligtttttt't.tt, u't' s-cttt to
llrc r'xtcrrt trf ;iligning u'ith thcnr in <';rst-inq ottr vrlte
rrgainst tht-' st'irtirrg iri tltt, Llnitctl \rltiotts ()i rr (.(,lr!{{}-
itxe rlclcrgatiotr ti.ttttc'cl lri \lr. K;tsavrtlrtr, tltt' It'grrllr'
, lr'<'icrl J)r'i'qir'lt tii t'f tli, (,)lrrrtr'\. ()trr tJt'rrrrrrr<J for tlt,'
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re-activisation of the larliarnent n1a)' be legalll, lncl
constitutionally cop.ect. But rve have failed' to take
into consideratioa{ the facts of the situation. In a
c-ountry -like t-trre Congo one ca11ot rely too much op
the-results of an elect'ion. Ndoreover, since the election
took plarjs there has been a radical change in the
entire 4iolitical situ:rtion. Leaders of the various tribes
and sfllsv sections of the country have risen in revolt
afl"ainst the unitary centralised type of governrnent
which was being imposed upon therrr.

The revolts may have been encoulaged by the
Belgians and may to some extent enjoy the support
of sorne of the Western Porvers. But it is difficult to
say that they have no popular backing. And it is far
more dificult to say that N{r. Lumunba and his
friends in the Parliament are the only real representa-
tives of the people and that Mr. Kasavubu, Mr. Ileo,
Mr. Tshornbe and <lthers irre all acting as the agents
of Belgian and other Weste'rn Powers. We are right in
denouncing the irctions of Belgium, It is clear thrrt she
did nothing to prepare the people of the Congo for
handling their own affairs and is mainly responsitrle
for the mess that has been created. lVe trre entitlecl
to be angry with Belgiurn, but thtrt should not land
us in the other carnp. That is not in keeping s'ith
otrr policy of non-alignment.

The position in the Congo is that these revolts
will have to be cmshed by military or other means or
tlie. str'i.-rbture of the Governruent rvill have to lrc
suitribly irltered in accordarrce rvith the desire of the
various pafts of the country. \'Ir. Lurnurnba and the
commuuist Powers that are backing lfrn obviously
prefer the former course. One car-r understand their'
preference, as it *'oulcl deliver into their hands one
rnore African country rrncl enh:urce their porver aucl
prestige in Africrr lncl the rvorld, It is clifficult,
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how'ever, to understirnd our insistence on imposing on
the people of Congo a unitary centralised govern-
rurent under the leadership of Mr. Lumurnba. The fact
that he w.rs once elected the Prirne Minister is not
enough to justify the blincl and uncritical support
that rve ale cxteuding to him. We can have no sym-
pathy for the Chief of the Staff, Col. Mobuhr, who
has clearly proved himself incapable of maintaining
discipline even amongst his own soldiers. But he and
the College of Student High Commissioners that he has
set up are today the effective rulers in the rrraior lnrt
of the country. Any solution that we may suggest will
have to tdke that fact into consideration. We may also
take into considerirtion the wise rvords of Mr. Jaya-
prakash Narrryan. In tlre course of a statement on
African affairs he saicl:

"I shoulcl like to emphnsise that the nature of Asian
and African society being rvhat it is, it would be wrong
to proceed on the basis that the rnere fact of freedom
frorr foreign rule rvould r-rake modern nations out of
peoples rvho have emerged from traditional societies.
The modern nations of the rvorld took centuries to
achieve uational integration. Therefore, it seems to
me that if the territories that are acquiring their free-
dom are to hold together, it rvould be advisable. to
evolve a pattem of govemment that provides full scope
for local and regional autonomy thtrt is possible only
in a federal or confederal structure. And imposed uni:
tarian form of government is clearly fraught with
danger."

On the issue of the Cougo and on many other issues
of international conflicts we are irr a position to make
fair rrnd reasonable suggestions. Our sulgestions are
Iikely to receive the best consideration of both the
Porver blocs as rvell as of ndn-aligned Powers and fair
minded people all over the world. That will happen
only if we are non-alignecl both in fact as well as in
intent. It is regrettable, hou'ever, that our anti-imperia-
list sentiments and the ideological predilections of a
ferv betray us frorn time to time into positions ancl
actious *'hich are fitr frour uon-ttliqnecl or indepcndcut.

fndia, Tibet and China
bv B. K. Dpsnr
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Nerv Moves on Algeria

HE six-year olcl lrar iu Algeria is norv entering

people tn carry out his plan. A referendum on his
'Algerian Algeria" policy u'ould be held simultaneouslS'
in France and Algeria in Jirnuary next year. There is
no doubt that the President w'ill receive an over-
whelming backing from his people who desile au
early solution of the vexed problem. With his hands
tJrus strengthened by the popular mandate, President
de Gaulle can certainly be expected to put an end to
the bitter rvar betrveen the Algerians and the French
Government.

India And The Congo

fNDIA'S stancl during the U.N. General Assembly
I debate on the situation in the Congo has aroused
gravc' misgivings rvith regard to her professions of
neutrality in the cold rvar betrveen the communist
countries and the West. During the Congo debate,
India first supported the move by Ghana and Guinea
to secure the U.N. recognition to the Congo
lese delegation nominttted by i\tlr. Lumumba. Later,
rvhen the resolution recommending the seating of the
Congolese delegation headed by President Kasavubu
carne up for discussion, India opposed the move and
voted along rvith Ghana, Guinea and the Soviet bloc
against the resolution. India thus openly adopted a
partisan attitude regarding the power struggle in the
Congo. She has not only expressed her preference for
\{r. Lumumba, she has also taken a stand ag4inst the
Head of the State _oj-that count{y-.--ThiS partisan ,,

attitude hli naturally 'evoked much- criticisrn and .

raisecl cloubts'about India's impartial attitude in the
Congolese contro\rersy. This is particularly unfortu-
nate in vicu'of the fact that an Indian, tr'Ir. Dayal, has
l-reen appointed by the U.N. Secretirry Genelal irs his
special representatit'e in the Congo.

The Congo has ttos' been openll, converted iutrl irn
orena for cold s'ar struggle, thanks to tbe' initial
fagrant interv'c'ntion by the Soviet bloc in the porver
struggle in that country. The Sor"iet bloc ctxrnttic:s not
only supported Mr. Lurnumba as against President
Kaiavu6ri irnd others, they even actively assisted him
s'ith plancs rttrd tltlrcr rntterials to heJ1l lrinr defeat
lris riiuls u'itlr supt'ri<tr folce. Tht, r'c'srrlt of tlris trpen
S<lviet intr-rventiotr s'as the cxprrlsion of Soviet bloc
diplomats from tl.rrr Cong<l bv Col. \'[ollrt-tr, s-ho step-
p"d ltr tbc bre.ac}r creited by the rift behveen the
ir..5j1lsnt iurtl the Prirnc \'Iinisterr" \[r. l-tttntrtnb:r' b1'

openlv identifying himself rvith the Soviet bloc, drove
hls rii'als to ilre ttthr,r' extr<-rnc. Thtt M/est has nos'
c'xtendetl its frrll suppol't to Prt,sidt:nt Kasirvrtbrr and
Col. \{obrrttt rrtho still rrppear to lrt- in c'ffectil'e con-
trol in the conntn'.

[Jnclcr srrclt c'ir<lttmstitnctrs. it u'oulcl lrave bectu pro-
pcr for Inclia not to take sidcs in the colrt'roversv. In
ihis c'onrtectictn. it is intercrstinq trI tlrtte thrrt otrt rtf
2.3 ."\fric'nn r'ortntric's rrpresenterl at thc [T.N.. ot.rh' (ix-

int'lrrciirrg (l)trtttir. (lrint'rt. \lirli.,\lorocco.'l-ogo-ittttl
thc (;.A.l'i.. \'otcd itgirirlst tlrt lllt,ll(lli{il t(} st'rrt Kitsrt-
ttrl'rtt's dclcqitiiorr ilr lht' I'.\. l'lrr' r'r'st t'f tlrt' .'\frit"rrr
('otrtrtrit':: r'itlrlt' rtrltltlrtt'rl ilrr' Irt{}\ ( {ir iti.rst;titrt <l lrtlttl

-l- its decisive arnd ffual phase. Tliough the Algerian
rebels are still militarily vveak and far from their goal,
they have succeeded in l'inning u'idespread svmpathl'
and help for their cause froni rnany Afro-Asian rrnd
communist countries. On the other hand, war opera-
tions in Algeria are putting an unbearable strain on
the nran-power and material resources of France
u'hich is being increasingly isolated and weakened as

a consequenc-e of its Algerian policy. The French
)cnmmunity is now divided over the issue and extre-
mists on both the sides are gaining strength as a

result of the failure of the French Governrnent to
solve the problern. Further, Peking and Nlosc<>u'. have
also decided to jump into the frny nnd hiu'e prornised
to assist the Algerian rebels in their' fight against the
Fronch Government. With the threat of communist
intervention thus looming large, there is no longer
time for procrastination or ambivalence ou the part
of the Fiench authorities. Otherwise, there is every
likelihood of the rvar spreading and involving the great
powers of the East arrd West, thereby *ol-.ilg Algeri:r
iet another alena for'cold u'ar-politI6s. This rvould
not only prblong the agonies of tlre Algeri:rn 1>eoplt',
it rvould ilso render the solutirm of the problem rnorc
tlifficult.

Presiclent cle Gaulle, forttrnatell', lras risen to the
occasion :rnd once again <lisplaved his bold statesnran-
ship. He has lnnounced his decision to undertake
decisive action in Algeria. He declared last month that
an "Algerian Republic" tvas now inel'itable rrnd ex-
nressed his deteimination to rnove on his orvn "to

; 'aclvance the Algerian solution in a decisive manner".
He hinted that }e s'ould proclaim a uniltrteral cease-
fire in Algerir. thtrs r.rpenirl( thtr u'av to politi<'al
negotiatiorx *'itlr Algcrian rrittionirlisl.r l1)'- t:oncecling
the. inevitabilitl'of an "Algeli,in Rcpuhlici' the Genelal
has, for the firit time. unarnbigtrouslv accordecl ,recog-
nition to the concept of "Algerirur Algeria". iuclepe-n-
dent of the French Reptrbli<'. This should pave tlre
u'art for tlre treacefll solution of the problent.

Presideut de Garllle, to carrt' otrt his plans, lras n<tl'
to fight tlre extrernists on thc hornefrolrt as u'e.ll as to
cnnvince the Algerian rebels of l.ris deterrmination ttl
g'ant tlic ,'\lgerirurs their right trf self-deternrination.
Akeadv L'rclcrs of the Africat French Cotnmttnitv arc
tryins to rrtetliate ltt,tu'een the Frenc'Jr Got'erntnent
ond ilr.. Algcrian rc:ltcls. \\/ith thcir gorlcl of;Rctts- tht'r-r'

shoulcl be, no diffictrltv iri fintlirtg atr ile reed rtrt'tl-r,tl ttr
cr,il the si-{-\'(,itr ,iltl rt'irt' ol lttilitiutr iu,.l ttt.tl.t-, I}r(}g.re5-5

trlvarcls th,: 51oal rif ir frtr' .'\lr('rinn Ilcllrrblit' u'lrjtfi
rvorrld he' frir ndh' torvltr'<lc Frlilcc. Tl-rc Prcsi<]etlt ltrls

;tlso takt'rt r.Lt irs to rtlltiiirt ir t,riitttlltr.t' [r,;lrr t]rr, Iitt't,tir



Frccdonr F irst

voting. Am<lng Asiitn countries, Nepi.rl itncl Laos
votecl for the resolution, lvhile Burnrtr, Cambodia
and Pakistan abstained. India, by unnecessirrily taking
sides in the controversy has'thus exposed herseU tI
the c'harge of being partisan in the eongolese power.
struggle as well as in the cold war behveen the Soviet
bloc and the West.

UNESCO Courier 
.

A RECENT issue of Unesco Courier is devoted tola the evil of racism. The issue contains a number
of well-written articles on racial discrimination in
South Africa, in tl're United States of America and a
ferv other countries. There is an article on racial
discrimination experiencecl by African students in the
Delhi university. The problem of anti-Semitism in
Europe is also dealt rvith. But, surprisingly enough,
the-re is no article and there is no menlion in the
issue of lacial discrimiuation practised in Russia and
other comrnunist conntries. Any one reading the issue
r,r'ill get the implession that the et'il does not exist irr
those countries. The fact, lrow'ever, is entirely different.
Anti-Sernitism hers plevailed frorn tir.ne to time under
the comrnunist regime in Russirr in as virulent a form
as in any other country of Europe. In the latter part
of Stalin's rule there was a ra.giug and teaiing
campaign against the Je;rvish int-elligentsi,r and i
whole generation of Jewish v'riters rvas killed off
rvithout any cerenlo!.ry. Even today, ofiBcial agencies-
are fosteling. anti-Semitism in sorne parts of the
country, Recently there have been cases of racial
discrimination against African students irr educational
instihltions in N{oscow. Elsewhere in this issue, there
is rr narrirtion b1' ln African student <lf the rtctuirl
experierrces made by them. The last issue of Freedont
Firsf also contained some authentic material on the
topic. Was not the Unesco Courier aware of these
facts? And rvhy did it choose to give an incomplete
ancl biased pichrre of the evil of raciirlisrn as it exists
in the rvorld? It is hardly likely also that it had not
heard of s'hat happened in Tibet. Woulcl it not have
been to the point to give s,rnre irrfornrirtion alrout tlrc'
ltc'tions of tlrc Chinese in that corrntry?

Repression In The Punjab

NE rnay or may n()t agree witlr the clenrand for thr:
biftrrcation of thc Punjab into a Punja.bi-speaking

ancl a Hindi-spcrrking State. Br-rt one c:rnrrot lrrrve rrnr'
svml>atlrv for the rnethocls rrsccl bv thc Cortqrcss
\'Iinistlv fol tlrc strppressit>rr of thc rrrovt)rlr('nt rrskin.l
for tlrtr tstablislrrncnt of tlr<: Ptrrrjabi .Srr/ro. Ovt'r' fortv
thrlrrsrn<l l)(rrsolls lrirve bccn irrrestc<l so firr. A rrrrrubr t'

of 1>rottritrt'trt lenrL'rs s'erc ltrr('strrl nrttlt.r' tltt' l)rt'r'r'tt-
tivi' l)r.tr'nl ior :\<'t ;rnd atc still drrtairre<l irr irrils
u,itlultrt ;r tlial. \lirrrV irrr iu'rL)st('(l p(rrs()lr 11';1q "ilski'(i

to flrlnislr scculiti r,rrrgirrg froru fiitr, tltorrsirtttl t,r rr

lrll-' r:ir lul)r'{'\ frrr' llcirrg lrl,'itsr.tl on lllril t.'t'ctt itt
r.irst's g'lr,'r'r: t[r' plft.rrrc.,s cIr,r1qt.rl .,,',.r'.' ,rI ir lluttr
r)lt(rrrt'. .\clr'r;<'att's rl.'l.,rrrlilrg lrtrt'stt'rl l){'r's()rs \\'(rrr'
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also alrested in sonre cases. Newspapers were'hot
allowed to publish tlue and full reports. This story
of the repression in the Punjab sfiould shock thL
conscience of every citizen of India. All independent
observers who went there to inquire into the state of
afiairs have borne out the truth of the story. It is
necessary that the Central Government should wake
up immediately and take notice of the widespread
reign of terror that has been established in the Puniab.
It 1na1 be _opposed to the movement for thb funji!,i
Suba, b!ft it cannot condone such a gross suppression
of civil liberties without raising doubts aboutrits devo-
tion to the rule of larv.

Mauritania And Morocco

II/ITH the Islamic Republic of N,Iauritanid becom-
W ing independent on November 28, noi..less than

17 African conntries have achieved indepeniidn@ this :

year. Ivlauritania has beer an autonornogs'republic
rvithin the French cornmunity and as such is the last of
the African French Community States to emerg€; as
independent countrl'. It is a iribute to the Fiench
statesmanship that the transition from colonial rule to
independence has been smooth and without any
bitte;' feelings between France ancl the Afri3air
States. The fact that most of these former French
colonies have freely opted to become members of the
French Community shows the fund of goodwill that
exists for France in Africa.

Unfortunately, Mauritania's right to independence'
has been disputecl by another African State, Morocco.
The lirtter clirims thrrt N'fauritania is a part of its terri-
tory on the glound that it rvas, in the past, a province
of N,Iorocco. \'Iorocco hrrs even raised the issue in the
U.N., btrt the General Assembly has declined to take
any positiou on the clairn. The people of Mauritania
lrrst vear clected, tlrlough universal adult franchise, a
National Assembly which later decided to become a
free nrcrnber of thc French Community. In the face
of this freell, expressed rvish of the Mauritanians, i
\loroccris claim to the rvhole of Mauritania appears
lrrtlrcl iurirc'hronistic. eslteciallr, in these davs t"hetr
thc riglrt to sclf-detc:r'miulttirltr is universally tlccepted
as a s:rcrt:d rigltt of clclv pcrlple. Tunisia, it is signi-
ficant, has deciclecl to strppolt \lnuritania's indepen-
clence and to sponsol' lreri aclrnission to the U.N. The
mzrtter has c'ittrx:cl sotle tetrsirttr l>etween Tunisia and
\,Iorocco. bLrt frll this onh' \'[oroccans are to be
hlrrmecl.

I,l
)

Chinesr "Panchsheela" in Burma
nv Grnrr.lr ferN
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Contributions To Political Funds
by M. R. Masani

,TIHE time has corne llow lvhen the vexed question
I- of corporate contributions to political funds

should be regarded as a broad matter of policy rvhere
all democratic political parties are equally interested
in clean politics and giving the common people of our
country the freest chance to express themselves. What
is the present position? The present position is that
a company can, by the general body, vote away un-
limited amounts of money to any political paty or
funds. On the other hand, clause 293 says that the
directors of a company can, without sanction of the
general body, vote away every year, Rs. 25,000 or
five per cent of the net profits, rvhich may go to lakhs
of rupees in some big companies, to political parties
or funds.

I am goirrg to point out some weighty public
reasons why I think that this particular liberty should
be denied to the shareholders and I am going to make
the case in a moment. It is true that you may say that
the shareholders who want to give away half their
m'Jney to the Congress Party may give it and "why
shcxrld-we stop them?" They are grown up people.
.I agree, but was that the basis of the contract? When
I subscribe to the shares of rr company and later on,
when the company modifies its articles to open the
door to poliiical contributions, I may be told, "You
sell out your shares and go away, now that your eyes
are opened". How many shareholders do that?
When a man subscribes to the shares of a company,
he subscribes to the major purpose rnentionecl in the
memorandum which is to produce certain goods or
to render a certain service and thus to make a pltlfit.
In other words, he does not think that his rnoney is
going to be distributed to the coffers of any political
party, whatever it may be, and I object equalh'
strongly to whichevel parfy it may go.

The practice in other cotrntries v:rries. I am not sav-
ing that all dc'n.rocratic cotrntries, rrll decent couutries.
curb corporater contributions. Let rtrc qttotc ts'o lcircl-
ing democracies. the Unitecl States and the Unitec{
Kingdom. In the United Kingdorn, there is no bitn on
corporate contributions. Cotuparties ttre. irllorverd t<l

contribute to political funds without let or hinclrance,
though recenlly, N4r. Gaitskell, the leader of the
I-abour Party, has expressed thc vie.u' that in his
opinion that should stop. In Arnerica, on the other
iirrncl, thr:re is a ban. Thert: at'e lau's that prcvent an1-

corpoLrrte enterprisc frorn voting ctltpolittt' ftrrlds trr
an.l: political crrmpaign, cornrnittec rlr frrnd. [r'r ftct.
1[s1r go fultlro' irncl Put a ccilinq on indivicltrtl coutri-
l'rrrtiorts nlso. ltrr<l tro'\ttteric'ittt t:itizt'tt oilll l)ltv tlrol'('

tlran 5,(X.X) dollars it \,'eitr to thc sarrrt' political pttrtl
rrrr.,r't, tltarr ollcLr u )'Llar'. Irr tlrt' flnitcd Statcs, jtlirrt
.;r.rtck ctrtt:t priscs luc ltreve ntecl tt, rtrr'itltstrtttrlinq the
fitct tluit tlrey clo ttot itrtct'fcrc itr r-rtltcrl rvrr)'.s rvitlr tht'

shareholder's autouomy, from doing this-not because
of their interests but because of the interest of the
community in running its business.

There are three or four very good reasons why it is
bad for the country if corporate enterprises'funds are
allorved to be raided or levied for this purpose. First,
the purpose is that thb funds are meant for production.
Every iupee taken away from investment in business
and given to a political party, to that extent does not
help production of the goods and services for which
the company was formed. If we agree that maximum
production is what we want-and we all agree, from
our Prime Minister downwards-then surely, anything
that we do to stop noney from being diverted from
the purpose of production to the purpose of fighting
carnpaigns and elections is a good thing. It is a wrong
use of lnoney rvhich was dedicated ttl a particular-
pll{pose.

Secondly, if you are allorving a colnpany to give
alvay their money, they are not going to bsar the loss.
Ihey will pass the burden on to the consumer, because
the donation to the political party wiU bec.ome part
of the cost of busineis. It will d) like on adveilise-
rnent; Iike a public relations campaign. It will be
added to the cost of business. So, in the ebd, the
consndrer pays; the price goes up and the consurner
u,ill sufier, trnd the inflationarv tendencies will further
be aggravated. If we want ihe cons.tmer to be pro-
tectecl, then there is no reason why a company should
be allorved to add the cost of political patronage t<>

the price that it puts to the coruumer.
Then, what about the minority shareholders? For

them, in othel parts <lf the Bill, great concern has been
shorvn. I share that concern; I am very much a
champion of the minority shareholders' right to fair
play. But what happens to the minority shareholders
here? Suppose a majoritv of a company's shareholders
irrt' fol part,v A irncl a minority are fol party B, then,
llc supporters of party B to have the humiliation and
the irnnoyance of seeing their m()ney going not to
those rvhorn they want to help but going to their
enenries u'bom they lvant to see defeated? Are they
going to allou'the shareholders contrtrcting out? That
proposal was made zrnd that was not accepted by the
Minister.

My friend Shri Jayaprakash Nruayan speaks about
a non-party clemocracy. Ivlany of us agree that par$'
tlcrnocrncy ciur rlrtl u'ilcl solnetimes. We want -partv
strife to be lirnited to certain spheres. lvlost derno'
t'r'atic parties in htclia, ancl certainly miue. agree that
u'r' slroulcl kecrlr partv electiorts. party labels, L'tc. out
,,{ 1>irnclrayat clectiorrs arrd eiectitltts [o tttutricipitl arrtl
l,rcal boclic's, rurcl thtrt thr: rnajor political partie.s
,lr,'rrlrl orrlr' ffqlrt tlrc hrrttle at thc Assemblv and the
I'tlliaruerrtttrv lt','el. \\'-lrilt' llris lr:rp1;r' tr'r'rr<l ,'l tlrorrglii
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is being spread by those who preach the Sarvodaya
ideal, to which many of us are sympathetic-though
we'cannot practise ali of it-what does this BilI do?
It takes party strife into joint stock enterprises which
have so lar been relatively free flom party strife. I
can imagine that, if this Bill is not amended, in the
next few months, you are going to get groups of
shareholders in major companies campaigning on be-
half of their respective political parties. The Boards
of Directors rvi.ll be approached by petitions and
counter-petitions saying, 'lwe u'surt the money to be
given to party A". Sornebody else will come and say,
"We want the money to be given to party 8." Sq
you will rnake the Board of Direitors and the colnpany
meetings a cockpit of political warfare between the
elements rvho want their particular party to be
supported.

We r+'ant that money power should be limited.
N{oney power c€urnot be eliminated, but money power
should be limited. Individual citizens should put
their hands into their own pockets, whether rich or
poor, to help the party which they u'ant to support.
That is necessary. Political parties do want funds.
But the citizen, as a citizen, has to contribute and not
put his hands into somebody elsds pocket which
happens to be a shareholder's. That is what rve are
objecting to.

Finatty, I come to the actual state of afiairs in
which rve live. We live in a controlled economy. If
this was tt ln'isse: faire State, you may say: "What has
got a company to do u'ith Government, and they may
do whatever they like". But we are living todal' in ,t

State u'hcre the power of life and death is in the
hands of tny hon. friend's Ministry and other Minist-
ries of the Government over the fortunes of business
enterprises. If rve are told that this contribution will
be a voluntary gift, we have a right to suspect and to
be sceptical and ask: "\A/ill the contributions be really
voluntary?" If I arn a businessman, I know that by
plgasing a particular Minister, I can get a licence, I
i.an geCa permit and that I can get other facilities, and
therU it is asking too much of my human nature to
{.xpect rne not to srry' "I rvill go and ofier him n

donation to lris party in the hope that I shall get a

quirl. Ttro quo." That is exactly rvhat is happening.
Tlris is u'hat the people of India believe is happening.
So. there is no voluntariness about corporate contri-
butions in a controlled economy. In a controlled
economy, it is viern'ed rvith suspicion and is felt that
there is coercion.

T do not s'ant to generaliscr, but I knou' husiness-
rnen u'ho birvc tolcl me that. rrt the tinre of the List
gcneral clcctiot.rs. thcv rvc'rc askerl by ernissrrries rl[ the
Congress Ilartv to pit)' so ntany ltlpees per loorn ilt ir

.,'caving mill arid so mAn\/ rupees per tnrck in the

..ase of trrnsport com1"l:rnies. I anr told thnt if in that
elec:tion tllis irrtrLrrrnt ltcr tnrc'k u'as \ thorrsand n:lpees.
it iras nou- h<'c'rtrnc ,i,'i or: :l\ llt,rrtsettrtl tttllc,c,s lit l'

trr rck in tl it' c'ast' oI t't't'tiLiu Stlitcrs irt thc' Sr rLrth irntl
<:olJec'tiorrs irlc lrcirrg t-,rt<lt'1ter trrtc*. lrtrtl lotltrrs u'ilI
iro rlr,trlrl l'r,llr-,tr irr tl,t t;t'ri it'rr tttotrtirs. \\;lt'.'rr l't
shon so rirrrch sttslliriotr rrlrtlrrt privittt' lrtrsitrcssrtt<'rt

and try to stop them from becoming anti-social, we
have a corresponding obligation to see that those in
office, those in power and authority in the country;
also have reasonable checks put irn them 'so thit
power is not abused.^ 

So we come to this that a company today does not
subscribe because of ideological purposes. When it
subscribes, it does so because it hopes to get some-
thing in return or it is coerced to do so. And this is
the beginning of a very vicious kind of vested interest.

Mr. Justice Chagla pointed out with what appre-
hension he viewed the possibility of business houses
subscribing to political funds and in his judgment ho
made two suggestions. One was this:

"The least that Parliament can do is to rgquire the
sanction of tlie court before any large amount is paid
by a company to the funds of a political party."

Natually, there is no question of going to a court
of law for approval if the Bill is passed as it stands
at present. The other requirement that he has sug-
gested also is, unfortunately, not in the Bill; that is,
advertising imrnediately the fact of the donation.
It is true that the Bill provides for the balance sheet
to include a reference to the grant. But that balance
sheet is only read by the shareholders of the company
and it is published after the encl of the financial year.

The result would be that the b;rlance sheet rvould
be published after the election and rvhen the people
go to the polls they will not know rvhich political
par-ty has recei1-e-d whCt contribution, from which
public comp€rny.

So far as the Board of Directors is conceined, the
ordinary shareholder rvould not kno$' rvhat is happen-
ing there. He u'ill knos' the position onlv after the
balance slreet is reccivecl. Thelefore, in the interests of
thcr s^hareholclers iurd iu thc interests of the public, the
le:rst that neecls to be done is to give maximum publi-
citv to that fact antl I knorv that if dirl' 411"r day a
,nin up".r his r"rewspaper turd fincls that oirly one party
is leceiving contributions fronr big business houses,
then he li'ill knou, u'hicJr is the capitalist partv of
India and rvhich is not.

'fhe Prirnr,' \[irtister hiis. tnttt'e tltirtt ottce, taken the
liberty to strggest the party to rvhich I belong happerrs
to be a proib-tion of this ol tltat business group. If
it u,cre so, I rvould not be rnaking this point. I see
nothing wrorlg in having good indirstrialiits and good
lrusilreisr-nc'n rlrrlong lr)/ iissociittes. I itur proud
of such people rind I think it is no slur on our party
if people say that we have goocl industrialists or-good
brriindssmen in oul rauks. I tlrink everrl'bod1' should
be proud of that, because the;' rtre sen'iug the countr,v
in their o\\,n \l;uy. Rtrt siuc.g tlrg Prirne Nilinist<:r seerns
to think that thi.s is ir rrsefitl u'it]' of srn'earing political
opponents, lct mc sa1' tllic that ii, rrttfortunatclli the
*ll stan.ls rrs at nrescnt, then rvho s'ill he abltl ttr
hlamc ar1\' man in thcr stt'ct't u'lr1r. bv the sarrrrr logic.
savs t lritt tlre calrititlist str intlr- No. I ir tr, rlrt-,t]r' lrttt'
I}irrrlil jarvrrlrarlai Ni,ltrrr. i.!rc Ii'rrtic'r of [ltc, otlll--iritt'tr-
tlrrrt l'iurts r'orpot':rte ftrt,rls l-,, lte rrsecl f,rr politit-'ll
l)t l)'l )r i:;('s'/

--\iir'r'r'li t!,Iitrrci itr ]'trlittntt'trl r),i .V()l-. l(;. 1960.
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Prime Minister's Marxist Dogmas
by M. A. Venkata Rao

HILE his l"ive Year Plans (and the entire ganut
of his econornic policies at all levels ) nre cal-

culated to furthe.r the establishment of a Malxist
(socialist-communist) society in this country, thc:
Prime Minister seems to be under the illusion that he
is actually free from Marxist dogrnas. He apparently
thinks that his socialism is an original variant of his
olrr, transcending the limits of Malxist dogmas in
their unsuitable aspects and developments. He has
repeated this conviction of his several times in past
years and has reiteratecl it in Rilipur recently. He saicl
that Marx wrote a hundred years ago and that it
would be unfair to imitate lrim in every particular: at
the present time. He wishes apparently to have the
advantage of Marx's socialisrn while discarding its
drawbacks in the development of his socialist con-
struction in India. He wishes to eat the c:rke and have
it too.

Since the fate of the countrf is being determined by
this dogma of the Prime Minister, rvhile England and
the contineut are discarding Marxist ideas such as
nationalisation in their pristine purity, it is necessary
for publicists and members of partles-__opposing Con-
gress (and Leftist pafies and gro-ups) -to examlne
this position of the Prime l\'Iinistei' aird exhibit its
erTor,

Present t\{arxist policies ciunot be Changed without
their refutation as being straight concretisirtions of
ideology and dogma.

An examination of current policies in econornic
developrnent shorvs that far from evincing irny depart-
ure from Marxism in any essential particular they
€shibit a four-fold doctrinairisnr. in their constituent
idens. For the Prime \'linister to clainr, as he does.
any freedom from doctrinairism is not convincinEl.

1. After Avadi, the Second Five Year Plan and the
present draft of the Third Plan state the goal of
socialisrn to be realised through the policies adumb-
rated thercin .rrrritc t'rplicitlr'. "l-lre ilthrstlirrl l)rtlic'r'
Declnrati<lns of 1948 and lf)56 iuul()nrr(r.' uritirrlligr.r-
ouslv the pattem of change n'lrerclrv thc cotrutll is to
be led frorn free to socialist econorny. The basic struc-
fure of key industlies like sterel, c'lectricitt'. nrlchine
tools, transporttrtion, contrnunict.ttions, birnkirrg irn<l
insurance, rninerals, hearf indrrstries in generirl ale
reserved for development b1' prrblic erconomy ou'necl
and manirged by Goveuunr.rrt. Otht.r lincs that arc
left to privatc. cntc,r'prise are t() trrkt' theil c'har.rce in
the intelstict>s of publi(' coor)()r)rt rrncl to bt' corttt'nt
with thc finirnces left ovt'r in th<' ltancls ol:thc pcoplt'
after Govcrnment nceds are sittisfirxl. Thr' prr'"-ent
rdrcd ecotlonnl is to give plaee grn,lrrrrlh' lo l\rll
sor:ialisf f i'ollr'rnr\ ri'ith Ilrt' l,-rivntc s:r'<'tor varrisltit-tg
irltogether or sun'ivinq in sriiltll u'a'i's liltc the ones
rrerrrrittecl iri l,ertirr's Nt's' Iir,t,rrorrric' l.)t,licr'.

'fltis tr-rt';'irq fi,ll i t't,lt';tlis;rtii,t, ,,f lrll ,',,rlrrlrttir l,'i\\'r'l

and itctivit;' in the countly. This is Marxism par
ercelLance and this is the explicit goal and drive of
the Five Year Plans. This entails complete nationali-
sation in the fullness of time.

So rve do not have here the end of dogma but rather
its beginning and developing along its characteristic
course with the full arc appearing clearly after the
policy decisi<ln taken irt the Nagpur Congress session
to implernent the blueprint of cooperative (in effect
collective) joint farming as the ultimate sole pattern
of agricultural production.

The Prime lVlinister has in:rugurated the inevitable
second stage in the socialisation of industry t'ith the
hints he has let fall in the last conference of the
Federation of the Charnbers of Commerce and again
at the Raipul session of the AII Inclia Congress Corn-
mittee. He has blamed industrialists for thinking
ahvays of large and costly units and has recomrnended
that they hereafter take to small scale concerns. He
has assured them that there will always be room for
such srnall scale organisations scattered ovel the
country. He has also formed a committee to inquire
where the bulk of the vast ffnancial outlays of the
Government, Plan and extra-Plan, are going.

In terms of Nlarxist clogma, this move on the pait
of the Prime Ministcr- corresporlds tp the impcnition
of ceilings on land holdings in order to eliminate
large peasants! This is orthodox Mirxisrn and the ffrst
step in the scrcialisation of agriculture, namely, the
abolition of capitalist cultivators. The countr-v'-side
rvill then be lefi rvith small ancl middle peasanti who
are to be swept into cooperative (collectivc) joint
farms cleprivecl of their holdings rs owners. So the
large rnar.nrfacturers are on notice nou from the Prime
\4inister that the next stage of industrial socialisation
vvill connote their rclentless eliminrrtion! This does
not look like being a case of the freedom from dogma
:rnd cloctrinairism inherent in Marxism. .

Tlrrrs [lrc c'cntralis:rtion of the (rcorlorl'r\' .,r'ith the
int,r-itablr' ,rlroliiion <lf prii'irte cnterprise tucl ecclno-
rrric: freedorr.r for irrclirridrrals iind voltrutiiLv associations
(rr'lricli is thc chrrrirc:telistic differe'ntia ttf socialism a la
\'[:rrx) renrains the core and inspiration of tlre Prime
\liuisttr"s ccunomic policy.

2. K:rrl Nlarx hacl a great faith in rnec:h:rnisation
and u'irs inspirecl u'ith the vision of ahrrrrclance tha-t
scicrrtiffc teclrnologv corrlcl Irring lo nrankincJ if usecl
in :rn rrutrirnrellc<l rl'av rrncleterrccl by considerirtiotrs
,rlr hrrrrrAn dignitr lnd citizenslrip rights. Tlr<' idea
, rf plarrned e(x)n or tt\: stc.nts fr<trt r tl ris "sc'it'ntifir''' t t tr ttivt'
sJric.h is rc:rllr. :i clrr,irrn of' pelfc'r't rttitnitgt'tltertt ot'
r:rtionalirltion rrsirtg thc rnircltitre to tlte lirriit of its
ilrr::silrililr'. ( ...,'Jri: !r r':rr rrl'rr'rls lrr' lrrrsh<'r'l lirt'thet hr'
lrrt'slr irtv<rntiorrs. t

lrlitr.r inslairccs tlit' u'iii' irr u'lriclr tlrt' tttrtlrttll,< iltt'r't'
ir\( s r!i'l'r .11-.11 1l11ln1 i;1ls iri i,i'i frr('t',t'r u illi,trrt 1'r'r-Illl'tl
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to the preferences or susceptibilities of workers. They
rue only hands to be disposed in productive schedules
like nuts and bolts. The skill required is not skill
tending towards self-expression but only facility in
getting the most of the machine.

The idea of a cenh'ally planned econorny thus arose
with the N{aster himself though he did not sketch any
particular type. The present Russian type being
reproduced in the satellite countries incorporates
ftuthel features sternrning from the necessities
of the Russian revolutionary scene r.:is a ois the
rest of dre world. N{arx envisaged the employment of
the entire manpower of the country on the entile res-
ources of land and law materials that could be
mobilised by authority. He disnrissed objections re-
ferring to hurnan freedonr as rnere "bourgeois pre-
judice". The econotnic freedom that rvas supposed
to remedy the drawbacks of poktical freedom thus
ended in freedorn only for the one-Party dictatorial
State!

The central characteristic of lUarxism therefore
involves the acceptance of the rnodern Frankestein of
the machine devouring man, subordinating him, body
and mind, to the possibilites of productive expansion
biought by it.

In India we arcj not ushered into full socialisatiou
yet but the goal is explicitly declared and all rneas-
ures taken so far' :rre clearly in furtherance of the
obiective. This must end in the subordination of the
people to the Plan. The high prices and-infation pro'
duced by the Second Plirn irre a grim foretaste of the
sacrifice'of the'present generatioi to'the future. The
dreadful fact that even after six Five Year Plans in
Soviet Russia, the common man is rvithout full satis-
faction of liis daily needs of consur-ner goods makes no
intpression on the Prime \{inister! In this as lvell, he
is a prisoner of l\,Itrrxist doqmt and doctrir.riririsn-r. He is
ignoring the competent advice of informed and ex-
perienced persons-administrators, industrialists, bank-
ers, students of comnunisrn abroad etc. He lives in
such Olvmpic aloofness frorn the distress of the people
(so visible all arouncl us), that he can lrave the heart
and rrnrvisclonr to dernand "hrrlrl lirborrr'. bloocl, ss'eat
and tears",.borlorvin<I thc Chrrlcfiillii-ur rhetoric tttr-
seasonablv so often!

3. The Firre Yelr Plirns 'rqe, hrrve takcln up irt the
instance of the Plirne \{inistel are a replica of th,'
Soviet p:rttern balrinq of coulsc its reginrenttrtion.
The centrtrl feature of the plans is the excessive
weightage given in them to heaw indgstries that
eonslrme a dispropt'rrtionate degree of capital and tak<'
Iong years for assimilation for prosperous use in the
econom)r. Onc t.t:srrlt is thc stiu'vrrtion of liglrt, con-
srlrner inclustries u'hich fornr tlre str.rff of tlre conrr-non
rnirn's starrtlrrrcl olt livinq. Thrrs Prodr rctiort incleitses
in certain lincs u'ith<lut r{iving rclief to th<. rnlssr.s.
This is ltlannintl frorrt tlrt' .r'ronq ,'r,rl.

Tlrcrt' \vcr(' r('irs()rts itctrtittittq Sttr,ict lr,rr<tcrs irr
clcvising srrclr Itlirus. Tlrcv rrirrrecl irt irrr rrlluorrrtiLl late
,rf ,lcr-r'lotrrrtctrl oI rrrilitiLir irrr]rrslri,'s srr lls trr ;rr.hicvc
scll'-sirfficicrrcv irrrcl ltrrritf irr tlr.:rrr f if rrrit supclirlrity't
s illr \\r,'stt.r'rr l)orr,'<'t's. Tlr,. rrrrtir.t' s.rts strc'trgthetr<.rl
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by the fact that the foundation of their revolutionary
Siate postulated class u,ar and uar to the tleath u:itit
capitalism.

We in India have no such cnmpelling motives for
self-sufficiency in economic matters, (except perhaps'
in food grains ) justifying us in stressing }eavy and
intermediate goods so disproportionately. More rhan
half the proposed 10,200 crores of rupees in the Third
Plan are ear-marked for heavy industries while only -

a thousand crores are reserved for agriculture includ-
ing half for community development projects!

We could purchase heavy goods and machinery
while we are developing consumer industries anil
rrccumulating both in the hands of the people and
the Government ample surpluses {or later-investment
in steel, elech'icity, heavy chernicals ancl othdr heavy
industries.

But the unthinking surrender to Marxist dogmas on
the part of the Prime Minister precludes any such
r-ratural and reasonable developrnent of the economy.

lloreover, the State could initiate big industries
if the industrialists are unable to do so but therb
should be a plan to devolve theur to private hands as
soon as investors and entrepreneurs are forthcoming
on their secure establishment as going conc€rns.

But the Prime Ministel true to his dogmatic adher-
elce to r\{arxism which s\4'ears by centralisation of
the economy in the h-an!s. of the -State, refuses ts
consider this fruitful possibility.

4. Nagpur session of. the Congress rnarks a turning . -'
point in the current plogramme of socialisation in-
asmuch as it fomrulated the policy of eventual cooper-
ativisation of ag{culhrre in joint farms. This entails
the abolition of individual holdings on the part of
peasants. The very procedure (adoptecl in Russia and
East European States ancl China) of srnoothening the
process by salani, tactics are clearly sketched in the
Nagpur Resolutiou <ln agricultural development. The
large farmer is first to be liquidatecl by the imposition
of lou' ceilings-a tnatter of 25 acres, the whole of
rvhich a landorvner is not permitted to resume from
tenants. if he has given anv part of it to them for
crrltivatitnr on slnlc-crt4rping or' other tenure. The
srnirll pcirsant thc'n i.s to be inveiqlec.l ilrto service co-
opcrlrrtivcrs rurcl irccust<lrnecl to joint action. Then he is
to be "persua.ded" to join joint farrns in stages-mrttunl
aicl proiects, elerncntarv crxrpetltive farrns ancl even-
tually "higher" coopelative farms, which are equival-
ont to collective farms! Special grants to cooperative
farms and withdrawal of assistance to independent
lirrmels togetlrer rvith officizrl pressnre and propagandt
rre irll rncntioned. Even the necessitl' of a little viol-
ence ()r clr:privrrtion to n'rinoritics if majorities agree t()
ioirr coollt'rativtr flrrrns is set dounrr in coopc'rative
mruruals and the land leforrrts ptrrposals on the
rrrrvil in Statc Lccislrrt.rrrc'.s.

tTou' r.r,r'r tlr,' Prit',,. \lini.,l,'r' s.rr irr flt,. !':ri'c.,,1' lrll
tl ris llart'l:rrc,',1 i1lyjfl1f iorr,rf corrrnrrrnist 1rrrrce<lrrrc's that
hc is frcc frorrr \larxist cloqrnas irncl cloctrinaire fads?
liilhr.r ltr. lt,,r :r (l,r',,',1 ,rilrrl tttt,t'i:tt',' ,,f lltcsl l'r,tt'ltl-
lcls ,,r' lrt, is speakirrg u'itlr his tonqrrr- in his eheek,

| ;t ,r,ly, ! I
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Racial Discrimination In Soviet Russia
(The following are extracts front. cut interaiew u,ith ilIr. S. Onnr Okullo, o 26-yearold African studert,
publislred in, the "U.S. News & World Report". NIr. Okullo spent two gears shrclying at the Unfuersity
of Moscoro on a United Nations Schoktrship. He was erpelled by the Soaiet Gooernment after lrc protested .

against tlrc uag Russdarls treated African Students.)

a. VIr. Okullo, you have written a lettet to Soviet
Premier Khrushchev protesting the treatrnent of
African students at the University of Mosc<-rw. Why?
What sort of treatment were you protesting?

A. We informed the Soviet Governrnent about a
Somali student who was attacked and beaten up and
Ieft unconscious by four Russian students.

Q. Why was he beaten?
A. His crime consistccl of dancing with a Russian

girl.

a. Were there other incidents of this sort?
A. Well, one day the Russian students distributed

a typed circular in the Russiaq language saying that
the African students were getting too big for their'
boots in N4oscow. What they meant really was that
we came frorn poor homes and were getting big in
lvloscow and becoming an anti-Soviet group.

And one day one of the Africau students was insult-
ed and c-alled a'ilonkey." He rvas going in a lift, and
rnelely.asked thern to.stop for him on a certain floor.

T-hese, are a few incidents whieh we brought to the
notice of the iruthoritieS.

a. Whrrt was the result o[ your protest?
A. By appealing to the Soviet Governrnent, we felt

that soniething could be clone by the Government ttl
prevent what u'e dicl not rvish ttl ctrll rircial discrirni-
nation.

a. How many African students were expellecl
from thc Universitl' of lvloscorv?

A. I and trvo other students, both Africar.rs.

a. \\/hv rvere yclu expelledi
A. Actually, there rvlts Iro clear leasoll givetr ttl trs.

But rvhat u'e understood was that we were accused of
being leaders of the anti-Soviet group.

a. Why ale s() nlany African students so trnhappl'
in Nloscow?

A. One problem is that living c<lnditiorts are very
unsatisfactory. Also, there is not any relationship
betrveen the Soviet students and the African students.
Mant' tinres, rvhert Russittn students are cliscovered in
the company of African students, the Russians are
srrrrrnroned and rcprirnirnclecl by tlrc Kotnsortrol lIlus-
siarr youth organizirtion).

0. Why rvere you itcctlsecl of being rr leader of the
anti-soviet group?

\. lllcitttsc I lritvc lrt'r'tt lt vit.'-prcsi<lt'rrt ol tlr,'
-{frican Strrdents llnion in the I-r.S.S.R' for ttt'o vtraL's.

nnd they discovered our union was not a political one
and rvas not prepared to be used for any political
plopaganda.

a. Did you get the impression thev wanted to use
vou for political propaganda?

A. Yes, the,v did. That's quite true.

a. Did they try to indoctrinate you politically?
A. In class, the teachers of Russian language try to

ffnd out the political views of the foreign students. If
they find the student is realiy neutr:rl-that he is un-
willing to commit himself-then he is regarded as a
clangerous man and politically undesirable.

For example, they asked us about our views on the
U-2 and were very unhappy when I did not imme-
diately take Russia's side.

a. Did you find the Soviets provided you with
necessary facilities for study?

A. No; the Soviet Union deliberately violated their
promise to the United Nations. Before going to the
Soviet Union \4'e were promised money for brjola,
equipment and other supplies. But, when we brought
the matter to thc the Soviet Minister for High€r
Education, he cleniecl it and said the United Na$ons
was not correct. I rvrote the Secretary General, but
before I got a leply the Soviet Union accused me of
being as dangerous as the Americans and leader of
the anti-Soviet group.

a. Cirn the African stucleuts go to dances with
Russian students?

A. There are dances organized by the stuctents, but
they zu'e limitecl to each country. They don't mix. The
ltrtltoritics fliglrtcu Rtrssian strtcleuts out of mixing
rlitlr folcign .sLrclt'uts. lh' forc:ign I ttrean tlrrtse rvlrrr
clon't comr, florn S<rcialist cottntries.

Q. Were you Africiln and other foreign students in
class rvith the Russian students?

A. Yes. we were trll together. But this year the
Russians are starting a 'Triendship university" for
Africrrn students, u'ltr-'r,' s.e rvill be separated from
Rnssirrn students.

From rny point of vierv I clisagree with that,-and I
triercl to expliin it to ntany Soviet authorities th-at, if
tlrr: Russinns really want African shldents or African
people to trnders[and the Russian way of- life, it is
tcttty to invitc Afriean strrdents to mix with the Rus-
sirtrr sturltrrtts irr tlrl'slltrte ttrtivcrsitics. I e:xplitittcd t<r

tlrc liussiarr atrthoritit:s that the "frienclship rrniversity"
i, rrrrr: rliflr'r't.rrt ft'ottt rrtrivr,'t'sities in Soutlr Africn lt is

rli{lt'r'ent onlv itr titc itL'oltlqr- rrPplit'<l to it.



Inte eetu Vs Thealslt State
by M.Devadas Kini

TY/HAT is the function and role of an intellectual in
W a society? This is one of those questions rvhich

not all the wise rnen put together can answer satis-
{actorily. And this is so for t}e simple reason that there
can not be a limit to the vision and irnagination of the
poet, reasoning of a philosopher', can\/ils of the artist
and the characters of a dramatist or a novelist. But
then vc have reckoned without the communists. They
know exactly where the intellectual should be or fit
himself - the chariot u'heel of the Communist Party
and the state; intellectual should be "a small cog :rncl
a small screw" as Lenin put it.

The bookso under review look at the tragedy of the
Hungarian intellectuals under the communist rule
through hvo different ends of the telescope. The
Reoolt of th,e ll{ind shows u'hat it is to live, everr fol
a communist writer, in a communist regime and the
Politicol Pfisoner shows rvhat it is to be behind the
communist bars. The sihrations described in the
books compare favourably u'ith those of I9B4 and
Darkness at Noon, Cornrnunists lrave not let dou'n
Onvell rurd Koestler.

Paul Ignotus narrates in u'itty, hunrorous ancl lively'
details his lrome corning from Lonclon irfter the libern-
tion of Hungary, as ir con'espondent of the l'l.anchester
Cuarclian and the Ncu; Statesnum, hou' lre \\'irs
:rrrested after Rajk as the agent of a "Truman-Beviu
Tito - \/atican - Frirncoist - Hitlerist - Zir.rnist - Nationir-
list-Cosmopolitian - Trotskyite - Capitalist u'orld c<;n-
spiracl"', horv and rvhy he confessed ('I rvas cer-
tainly in no laughing mood myself, yet I could hardll'
srrpress l laugh rvhen he suddenly tulned on to m1'
face the spotlight that I had read about in Dotkrwss
at Noon"), the physical and mental tortr,rre that he
undenvent, his release after the Thaw and his
c'scapade to Britain after the Hungariar-r llevolutiru.

Tauuis Aczel :urcl Tibor' \.'Ierey, the Kossuth l?rize-
u'inne.rs of the Hnngariirn Cornmunist regirne, narrate
and describe iu greater detrril the Hungarian literarl'
ienaissance after the wal and hovi' it u'as arlested,
hou'after the Thau' tlre Petofi Clnb rvirs fonnecl which
gave expression to the feelings of the people and led
the Hungarian Revolution of 1956.

At the close of the rvar when communists gained
<rorrtrol over Hungary there were three tlpes of
u'riters in Flungarl'. The so-callcd i\{oscovites. thc'sc
rr,'ere tlx: Hungrrriirn u'r'iters u'ho t'crc exilecl lr1. thrr
Horthv regime, cluring the inter-rvar veius. They'-ll'ere
thc true-bluc ( re d? ) Sor.'iet patriots rvhosr: irttituclc
crtrr Irest lrr: stru'rrtltriscrl in: "\\/e Iltrrrgirrial u'ritcls
plcdgc tltrrt ric sliri]l lrr. u.r'r-thi' ol' lrirrr (Strrlirr) rrl,ri

"'l'hr llctolt of Iltr' .\!itrrl lrr''i'lrrrns .\tz:,.1 irrr<l 'l ibor \[t.rar.
,,,. l-rtj. l',rl,li.1,,,' i,. . I r.,1, ,i, '.. i r.,, ,:\".. I irlrli"l,,-.r.. N.i*
Torl'. Prrlificrrl Prist,ncr l'.-1'n,'t Ignotus. pp. 901. Prrblisherl
lrr; li,;utlr<l'-:, r,i,rl K,,g,,i, P;trrl. Lrxrdcn.
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has shown as the rvay to all knowledge," as declared by
Jossef Darvas, chairman of the Hungarian Writers'
Association at a solemn meeting on the death _of Stalin.
Then there rvere the Hungarian writers. *I can for-
give him for saying that Rakosi created the wcifld, for
he is then o4ly cornparing Rakosi to God...But hcjw
can a poet bring himself to write that, trmong poets,
Rakosi is a greater poet than Shakespeare or ?etofi?"
asks Lagos Nagy, a Hungarian poet. This shows the
attitude of the Hungarian communist u'riters. Then
there r,r'as the third class of writers, that is, those writ-
ers who did not toe the party line. They rvere silenced
for all time to come. All they could do in corrnnunist
Hungary tvas to translate fcreign classics. This is the
price that they had to p.ry to be true to their souls,
conscienco and independence. This is the price of
disagr-eernent and disobedience. "The group had
included the greatest poet-philosopher of ih".ir.tior,,
Lorinc Szabo. It had also included Sandor Weoreoi;,
a gifted young poet in whose hands the Hungarian
language attained the perfecti<ln and beauty of rnusic."

In 1945 the Communist Party startecl Hungarian
Writers'Association to direct thd literary activitles of
the writers. It rvas invirriabll' presided over by one
of the'gods" of the part1, rvircr-acted as the "liierary
policemen" to see that the rvriters do not go astray.

Tibor Dery is a great novelist. He rvas also a com-
rnunist. He u'rote the great novel of his life, a trinlogy,
entitled Thc Unfnislted Senten,ce. He s'rrs arvarded
the Kossuth Prize. He u'rote a bunch of short stories
on horv Hungary was liberated. In these stories he
clid not alu'ays show the Soviet soldiers irs irngels. He
set to rvork on a four volume novel, The Anxuer, a
story of a s'orking class boy from the thrities to 1948
rvhen he became the director of a natrlonalised factory.
The partr- re(:ei\/ed thc first volume rr'ith catrtioir.
\\'hr:n the scrconcl r'olum(r u'as pubiislted Jozsef Revai,
the \{iniste.r of Culture cortr'('ned a meetinc of writers
to discuss it. Dery's crime: he clicl lot nlloir the hero,
Baliant to join the communist party until 1945 and
f:tc'ing thc. hero rvith pett.r-bourgeois moral lrroblemi.
A father nhvays ftghts for his children. Dery attemp-
ted to explain u'hy hc had written the novel as he
hacl. At thc r.ncl. unablc to c,ontirin hirnsclf any longer,
he brokc rut: '1llhe t'riter is trf ing to defend his right
to u'rite rvlrat htr s':urts to u'ritc." Brrt ller;ai replied
r:xplicitl), :rncl rvith firrality: "In orrl rlorlcl, the rvriter
does not hirve tltis riglrt...\\1e git'r,u<r licence, no so-
called frcreclt>rn to tlrc u'r'it<'r to rlistrlrt thc rcalitios of
life. \\/r: rlo not :rccr pt llic rrcstlrr'tit llrosis tlrrrt tlre
u'ritr^r"s tirste rurtl jutigt'rrrt'rrt l;'t, tlrc highcst criteria
of lrou' lris rvorks slr<nrld be u,rittern and rvhat he
shrrrrltl lrritt. alrorrt. 'l'lrt' trrstr' :urtl jrrdgt'nr<'nt of the
rr t'iter trray be i-rr crnrtlict s'itli tlie jrrtlgentct rrrrcl inter-
t's;tq ol tlrt pciopl<.. tlrt, 'ti,tr, ru,rl llrr' l)rrrtr'. Jt isrr't tlie
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people or the state, who should adapt thernselves to
lhe taste and the judgement of the rvriter. It is the'
writer who urust, by work and sfudy, become one r'vith
t}le interests of the building up of socialism." This is
the typical communist attitude. Artd this is how they
arrested the growth of the Hungarian literary renais-
sance. The intellectuals were "cribb'd, cabinn'd con-
firid" and frustrated.

The fmsbated intellectuals norv discovered and
faced the painful reality-the disappointed. people
groaning under a r.uttrless dictatorship. Writels
sublected themselves to an agonising re-appraisal.
Then came the great earthquake, the death of Stalin.
The Thaw that. followed rehabilitated and released
many persecuted communists. This lvas a shock,
wonderJ and a revelation for the people, especially
the literary people. People began to ask -inconvenient
ouestions.' '-'Ono could of Course understzurd the
slpeeded-up plan, the murderous tempo of work and
the exploitation of agriculture. A{ter lll, a terrific
efiort was needed to aclueve the sublime aim: socia-
lism. But it was completely and absolutely incornpre-
hensible rvhy the murder of imrocent peol>le rvtrs

necessary and even expedient. Here argulnents and
rvitty d6finitions and clever thouglrts and pleasing
formulation of rvords were of no aviril." "A great
Hungarian poet, Mihaly Babits once said: Among the
erimi--nals, the mute is an accomplice."

The storm that was released and unleashed after the
disapgrearance of Stalin put hnre Nagy !n the saddle
in tha place of Rakosi. Nagy announc-ed his farnous
t 
"w 

pr6gramme loosening dtre grip of the state on the
oeool-e. Drit it rvas short-iived. When N{alenkov was
ieli6ved fronr the premiership, Nogy was also
t-hrorvn out on the same grounds. Rakosi began to
tighten the screrv ngain. But norv it was too late. Nou'
it"was not possible to silence the pen rvith tlie gun. Thq
rvriters pr&ented a memorandum against the dismissal
of the iditorr, withholding publicitions, intro<lucing
censorship. At this time sbme ,yonng gifted writers
formed Fetofi Circle. "Th.y did not envisage the
Circle as a valve through which accumulated steanr
could escape from the Turnace; rather it was to be
a generatoi of steam to provide greater speed for the
cngirrc'. T1tey u'erc cntlruiiastic dilciples of Inrrc Nagy.
Tli v cstalllishecl contact rvith the "olcl tnatr" itntl rvitlr
the 'rebellious u,riters" Thel' orgauized l series oi
clebates and thousands of people focked to hear'

iiia*" eiiit

Ily the time Ilakosi could clo anything about it the 20th
Party Congress of the Soviet Communist Party cut
down Stalin to size ancl knocked the bottom out of
terrorism. Nlikoyan came flying froln N,Ioscow and re-
lieved Rakosi from his post "at his t>wn request" to
patch up with Tito.

The wind of change that blew over the communist
lvorld after the death of Stalin and the 20th Party
Congress set in motion whirlwinds all over the com-
rnunist rvorld. There was the Poznan revolt. Thd
university students of Budapest demanded a new
goverrunent headed by Lnry Nugy, withdrawal of
Soviet troops, absolute freedom of speech, of opiniorr
:urd of the press. And the Hungarian Revolution .was
on. 'fhe tragedy of these u,riters spotlights the pror
blem of the second half of the 2fth century: can tota-
litarian state and intellectual freedom go together?

(Continued frorn page 8)

adopting a finished "diplomacy" to achieve sociali-
sation of the land.

5. Marxism has such a hold ou the Prime Nlinister's
rnind that he is displaying rt progressive indifference to
dernocracy. Democracy will be a casualty eventually
jf socialism is introduced. \Iarx himself spoke dispara-
gingly of "botugeois freedorn." The Prime Minister is
ieveaiinu slimDses of the hinterland of his mind
o"casiotrr"rlli wfrich are disturbing indications of the
erosion of democratic feeling in his mind.

He let fall a remark during the Government
Enrployees' strike that he had all. along corxidered
th:rf tlie comnunist practice of clenying the fteedom
t<l strike to workers was a good thing!

He has d<lne things to lend colour to the charge
thtrt he is prepared- to daurtrge the porvers of the
judiciary-in tlte Nlundlua enquiry as well as the more
lecent i\:tnavati case. To clb so is to clestroy the
fotrndations of democracy artd the rule of lnw which
should be inviolate :rnd'irnpartittl rrnd beyond inter-
lerence bv the executive.

If big 'nranufactttrers and independent peasants
disappelr, as is contemplated by the Prime ir4inister's
lrlans, classes thnt catr put up a resistance t<l executive
incnracltrr.tr.trt s'ill ir,, longcr retnain oll the
scclne. Labour', office clt'r'ks i.rtttl st,Lvattts rvhtl will
lentrin will not have thc ability ancl inclepenclence to
l)ut up a fight ngainst ther pirrt,v aucl bttreaucratic class
ivh,l will tike over full ptxT'ers iu it trronolithic power
system.' Thus clemocracl' an<l socitrlisrn of this Soviet,
jllnr.uf.sf varirrt\. rui ctxrntcr to etrclt other lvith defeat
to clernocracy porverftrllf inJluilt irl tlre situation. The
Prime Mirristei se"ms to llc' arvtrre <tf tlte tnrth but is
irrcliffeteut to its bligliting effect.

Thc Prime \,liniitc,r"s 1'L'petition of gibe.s agttiust

1>r'ivate rrntc-r'prise, citptitins bf industry,-press leaders'
iraclc union 'i.'lclcts. iu fact agirirrst all intlepcndent
sources of rrork itrtcl tlrc cl'nical rr'itv itt u4rich lrt:
irt{it,.'trt-..s iitdc1rt.,,tl. rit-irtitttlt J Ot;ttgrc.siiit'-lt, (it: foi
institttcr' \'{r. Srtllrarrratlvilrlr of \[rrclrrrs in tlre tlilttc-t'
ol co<rircmtivr' frr-rrnirtq rlt Naqptrr\ lo toc the linr
.l;.,,, riri;ri:.,i.Ll ,l,l [!r,.s.,',;1r ,,f \{.Llriiirr ,rtt ltis 'r,l:l l.
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Mr. Nehru (in his speech in the Lok Sabha) showed
some reluctance to deal with the China issue, conti-
nually making referepce to some "larger context" in
the framework of which China's more recent viola-
tions of Indiat intelrity become "petty" incidents.
May we remind the Prime Nlinister of a series of inci-
dents frorn 1957 onwards, so petty that it was not
even considered necessary to keep the country inform-
ed about them, which were finally revealed as the
occupation by China of 12,000 square miles of Ladakh?
We also wonder what other conclusion is possibe in
Peking about Mr. Nehru's obsession with the larger
context except that it can plot more "petty" violations
rvith impunity.

-Hinclustan Ti.ntes, November 25.

-Tenngson.

The impression left on the audience is that Mr.
Nehru in effect regards the Soviet bloc as the,paragon
of virtue on whether it is disarmament or colo,qialism.

-Thought, Noveinber 26

In lierou'ledgeable circles it is believed that Formosa
and the American Seventh Fleet, for whom Mr.
Krishna IVIenon has no use, are pegging down no less
than a million of communist China's txoops to her
Eastern border; and, but for them, the military pres-
sure on Tibet and on our Himalayan borders, would
be considerably greater today. That, at least, should
be a relevant consideration, especially for our Defence
Nlinister.

-8. Shiva Rao, Su;utaiyc, November 19.

With Many Voices
.Moans round with many voices. 

""-o, 
#nr?,*Tl'Tis not too late to seeli a newer world'." 

-

I would not be surprised if the Central Government
borros'ed lnone\/ for development even from China.

C. Rajagopaldchari, Times of Indin,
November 28.

t:/\' 
I

As more and rnore countries have been liberated,
iolonialism has become less and less a real issue and
the AfreAsian bloc in reality has become increasingly
a racialist bloc.

-Sal T:rs, Suarniya, Noaentber 26.

China rvould not join the U.N. until Forrn<)sa was
integrated with China. If this rvere done, Chin:r
rvould "cool down" and vacate the Aksaichin area.

-N{r. Brijeshwar Prasad, Congress l\4.P.,
IruIian Express, November 24.

There has so far been no reason to believe tlrat
Mr. Khmshchev rvould prefer India to China.

=Thought, November 26.

ivlr. Neluu proudly declared that the policy of the
Government of India in international affairs has pro.
duced an impact on world thought. It certainly has.
It has convinced a large section of opinion in the
Western world and now even in Africa that, whatever
the outward guise, in reality and at heart, the Govern-
ment of India is with the communist porvers, with
tyranny as against freedom,

-A, D. Gorrvala, Ianoto, November 2T.
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