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The J·aipur Thesis 
K. K. Sinha 

T. HE .Congress Party met at Jaipur and prepared 
a thesis entitled "Democracy and Socialism" which 

sums up the ideology of the Party and this thesis has 
been generally approved to be the basis for a country­
wide discussion among Congressmen before it is 
adopted in a plenary session of the Congress at 
Bhubaneswar in J :otnuary 1964. 

The issues involved are so basic in the thesis pro­
posed at Jaipur that 2 ri'lonths are hardly enough to 
discuss it intelligently. We fear it will meet the same 
fate as ·· the famous resolution of Avadi, namely, the 
Session will enthusiastically and unanimously adopt 
it.without understanding its implications. 

I shall now give my reaction to this basic document, 
't very_ briefly, in the hope that this will provoke a 
_deeper study of the thesis in the context of the task 
)acing t~ country. I _h.l'!ve- one a<\v,antage. ~ -am - not a 
_Congressii).an, nor am I , anti-Congres~. Nor, also, am 

_ I -involved in any way in either maintaining the party­
in-power or in removing it. I am solely concerned 
with the welfare of the people of India. I think a 
critical appraisal of the document is vitally necessary. 

The document is important in the context of the 
future development of our country. It would be 
extremely unwise to ignore it or to take the attihtde 
many Congress leaders, who do not agree with some 
of the ideas contained in it take, namely, that to 
express criticism would be to risk exposure and there­
by to risk one's position of high office or status in 
the organisation or governmen t. A stage has now 
been reached where hypocritical unanimity or intel­
lectu al laziness or moral cowardice must stop, irres­
pective of the fact whether one finds oneself in a 
minority or a majority. 

The document is a dangerous one, although it has 
an imwcuous appearance. If the same document had 
been placed before the country in the 'thirties I 
would not have made this sharp comment. Bu t thirty 
years of tragic human experience have gone by since 
then and I do think that our leaders should not be 
allowed to play Rip Van V/inkle today in the world 
of id eology. 

The reason for such a categorical statement on my 
part would be evident from the internal logic of the 
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document itself. There is a definite and contin'uous 
line of thought that runs throughout the Paper. The 
line may be summarised as follows: 

Socialism (b y democratic process) - rapid econo­
nomic development - planning - discipline and 
regulation of economy - national · minimum of 
necessaries of life - reduction of disparities -
public sector predominance - quick ·land reforms 
and cooperative rural economy -workers' participa­
tion in management- maintaining price level - pro­
motion of science and technology. 
Abstract this line further to the more essential 

elements: 
Socialism - planning - regulation and control -
reduction of disparities - public- sector- dominance 
- land reforms and cooperatives - workers' control 
in industry. 
What does this basic line of thought really mean? 

It means that in order to promote rapid economic 
development and produce the national- minimum of 
the bare necessaries of life, soc-ialism ~is essential'; this 
nw,ans plan,_l:}}_ng the . enti.J:~ ~con.om~.f.£0111 .a 1·~entre 
and .in orde1; ·to execute S]lcl;t .fl p)an the major part of 
the economic apparahts must be under State owner­
ship and the rest must be under its rigid control both 
in terms of expansion, production and distribution. It 
also means that while the land will be taken away 
from those who have above a maximum, the entire 
rural economy will be socialised through the co­
operative system, which will . be artificially manipu­
lated by the State, and would thus become another 
sector of the State apparatus. In the name of reduc­
tion of disparities practically the entire sector of the 
propE'rtied community will be heavily taxed. From the 
top the Public Sector monopolies will exercise a grip 
on existing enterprises and from below in the name 
of "workers' participation in management" a state of 
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instability and inequilibrium in them will be pro-
moted.

The result of this process w'ill inevitably be that
( a ) the State rvill become a vast octoptrs having a

full grip over the entire economic life of the country;
(b) "masses" rvill be mobilised into a frenzy against
the individual entrepreneur', small or big, in trade or
inclustry in the name of "reducing the disparity" in
society; and (") the entire middle class will be
throttled and their independent existence almost
obliterated.

The economic result of this policy will be disloca-
tion of even the existing process and pace of produc-
tion in every field and utter corruption. arbitrariness
and rvaste that are inevitable with the grorvth of the
public sector rvill reign. The "socialist economy" will
naturally not function properly in such a context al-
though some individual successes will be over'-
dramatised. And the national minimum will not be
achieved even in 2000 A.D.

The political implication rvould be that in order to
pursue the logic of planning and its corollary, regu-
lation and control in everl' sphere, political libertl'
of criticism ancl free election u'ill be severely affected
and the elite in po\r'er rvill try to brand critics as

'anti-people' and 'reactionary' and isolate them while
the iechnique of rnanipulation of the 'masses' by
porver-loving 'progressi,ves' ancl 'socialists' will bc

''(loorl lreuvcns! [ Iere
book s'hiclr actualll'
define sociirlisnrl"
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brought into full play. The more the 'socialist experi-
ment'will face a crisis the more openly aggresslvJwill
the ruling party be in putting the blame on the
critics. This perspective of development is nothing
new. It has been repeated in all Cotnmiinist.
countries.

The Thesis, holever, clearly says that "this change
has to be achieved by peaceful means and with t[e
c-onsent of-the people rvhile preserving and fo,stering
the democratic methods and yalues enshrined in the
Constitution of India". But is it not also clearly stated
in the Constitution of the USSR framed by Stalin just
at the tirne u'hen he lvas celebrating the Victory
of Terror over his ou,n colleagues? Here, it is not the
question of intention of a few leaders. Once ah eco-
nomic and political dpramic has been created and
set in its full momentum, they will not be able to
arrest its logical rveight of necessity, and all-obstacles
before its path will have to be removed. The well-
intentioned Nehru rnav be repla&d by an Indian
Stalin and the former may be paving the way for him,
albeit unintentionally.

The "democratic methods and values", as all are
aware, are not yet rooted firmly in our country. The
ruling partl' has indicated a tendency to manipulate
the electorate and even in normal times uses its
maximum official influence and pressure to win elec-
tion. Rut the situation rvill be rvorse when the eco-
nomy rvill be dominated by the Public Sector and
the rtrling party rvill bij threatened rvith mass dis-
content arising from thd stress and strains of "planned"
econornic developrnent policies. The democratic
nrethods and values u'ill be there merely as pretence.

This, then, is the reirl implicrrtion of the line of
thoLrght of the thesis.

Rapid economic development of the country and
rise in the standard of living of the people are goals
that all u'ill agree to. There is nothing socialist about
it. The 'socialist' method suggested by the thesis is
obviously hazardous. Some of tlie'Socialist' i.e. Com-
nmnist countries have tried this method and although
their ecouonry may hirve 'devcloped' rrrpidly tlreir
stirndtrrcl of living lras not risen very rnuch. The Soviet
Union hus of corlrsc developed faster but the httmarl
cost it has paicl for this in the last 30 years has been
of a r.nirgnitude that is staggcring. The thesis offers
this method but does not take into consideration this
colossal humau sircrifice. It only uses the terms
'discipline', 'regulatior.r' iurcl 'control' but behind these
innocent rvords lics a ttrle.

Thc Arncricatrs, tlto \\/t'st Cernrirns, the Jirpanese.
ilre Flcrnelr. tlrc Scandinitvintrs. tlre Atlstrians - all
tlr.s. lta't' rils, ttta<lt' t'ttpi<l cconornic: clc'elolrment
sinc't' \\'olld \\'iu' II :rtrcl lutlt: r'aised their standilrd
ol li',irrg r', tr tott;iticrltlrlr. li. ilr,'r't'[trlt'. rrill' {r)lll:i
rr.l'r'conllllort. rvltv ttt;t strttlv tlrc'ir rnctlr<lcls irrltl letrtl
florrr tlrtrrr.'\\-lrv is it sLrq(cstccl tlrirt u't'rrlrtst cltll
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our efiorts 'socialist', 'planned', 'cooperative' and thus
commit ourselves to a doctrinaire outlook, when these

have not delivered the goods as other methods and

approaches have done?
- 
D",.lo"t""y and Socialisrn do not really go together.

Democracy means that a people undergo some ex-

perience under some policy and if they ffnd that the
iesults are not h"ppy, they revise that policy or scrap

it altogether. A 
-political system that assures this

process of continuil rethinking of experience publicly
and revising the governmental policies as a conse-

quence constitutes the essence of democracy. Bu-t

dt-r"" " community is committed to an ideology of,
say, Socialism, the democratic process will have to
be pruned and restricted and curbed in order to re-
main loyal to and consistent with the ideology, even

rvhen actual experience rnight have proved too bitter.
Therefore a democratic party cannot truthfully be an

ideological party at the same time' But the admittecl
prrtpo* of the thcsis is exactly this - to transform
ihe- Party into an ideologicat one. Once ideology
begins to become dorninant in a party - particularly
rvhen it is a ruling one - fanaticisn'r and monopolistic
tendencies are bound to grow into it.

The appeal of "socialism" consists of two elements.

One, that every member of the community should in
actual fact have adequate opportunity for normal
growth and enjoyment of life. Secondly, when the
Iommunity as a whole creates the wealth, it should
not be oery slmrplg divided between two substantial
groups - bne terribly- impoverished and' anoth-er

Ilving in- ttnusual luxurl'' No sensible person who
has a conscience u'ould or does disagree rvith this
today, after over two centuries of reform movemcnts
in the world, both in the name of Socialism or other-
v'ise. One neecl not call himself a 'socialist', and
create rlnneccssary confusion, n'hen he accepts these
trvo basic norms of humanist decency' In fact all
modern cottntries rvhich do not at all call them-
selves Socialist - USA, Britain, Japan, France,
West Germany etc. accept these goals ancl are far
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ahead in achieving them than those who are aggres-

sively Socialist or Communist. Better living
standards, better educational facilities, better social
sectrrities, greater incomes, etc. have enabled them to
widen theii base of plosperity, and disparities are far
less there than in avowedly Communist countries. The
Con-rrnunity is much more cohesive and much less

sharply divided in these western countries than in
Communist ones,

The most vital thing for India is to discuss con-

cretely not an ideology (i.e' a whole set of closely-
knit and complete idea-systems) but how to-produce
more wealth and fast enough' Slogans like'Socialism'
even if adopted enthusiasticallv and with passion
rvould be of little help in this. Let the Congress and
its governments take the ploblerns one by one and
draw up concrete plans rvith an undogmatic ilnd
results-ffrst attitude and get down to work. Its three
Plans have not borne the fruits it expected' Instead
of trying to shift the blame for this on others, let it
be more humble and do some real reappraisal, in-
cluding of some of its basic principles.

TIre Thcsis, if accepted at Bhubaneswar, with a
"sense of urgency", is bound to set the country into
a direction and a pace of political and economic
development rvhich rvill lead tts, not to new stages

of cre,rtil'e endeavottl', but to a period of tension and
social antagonism and disunity, and even political
instability and economic chaos, at least for a few
years. It rvill generate forces that will break up the
Congress. Whether it will, in consequence, bring into-

existence a healthy Opposition Party capable of
accepting the leadership of the country in.place of
the Congress it too eally to say. In any case, the nelv
sihration rvill provide excellent opportunity to those

rvho fish in troubled rvaters of instability and who are

experts in subversion.
Let us therefore hope good sense will dawn on the

leadels of the Congress not to commit the organisa-
tion to the central line of thought contained in this
document,

report s,.rmes'hat extensively like the catttious
..,i'i"..'., of rr plirl' ol' il poem s'iro 'rvonders if
he hirs conre tri) rrgiriust souictiririg in-rportrrnt. Mr'
Nelrrrr's <lnotirtions frotn tl.re Denning Repolt hardly
supl;ort il," "ase 

he tlics to build up in favour
o[ ]tis,rrr',r 1;r'cmises attcl still Iess in favottt: of
the i'Lrniab Ciritf N'lirristcr'. l\h'. Nelrru's notc to the
irir::ii.rti is i,,.,.,itttt r't,rl'ir ttltrsitlt'riLrg irl ilrc
i-:olf.ert ttot ottlt'of tlrt'J)r':lrlill{I Bcrrrrrl. lrrrt of l'hc

The l(airon Enquity
A. G. Mulgaonkar

T ORD DENNING, it is reportecl, is corning to
L India. Obviouslv thc visit is at tl.re invitation of
thc Governmel.rt of Inclia, ufiich means at the invi-
tation of t\,Ir. Nel-rrtr. 'fhere shoulcl, of course, be a

lot for \Ir. \elrrtr to clisctrss r'r'itlr Lorcl Denning. In
his sir-page notc'to lJrcr Presitlent (xr lltc c'hrrrrlt':;
Icrvciled irgirjnst tlrc I'un jztir fll rief \{irtistcr: l-lr' il
rir'i,rtt.,iit-rrt Ieti I,r s(rlltt. lt'i!!;tts t,i ti,'.'(-rltprirsiirtr:r
lri!r'li1s. \,1r. \-c'hrrr l.1i';,1rr.rit'rl f'Lo:,t thr' I)t.'rtrrirt'j
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far more transcendent question of ministerial corrup-
tion to which, unhappily for the country and the
public interest to which Mr. Nehru so frequently,re-
fers in his note, he has been turning a blind eye,
With a Nelson touch, he seems to say, "I have put
my eye to the telescope and I did not see any
corruption. Scandal? It is scandal to call it a scandalt"'
It is a national misfortune that those immediately
around Mr. Neluu should not categorically tell him
rvhat the short-term and long-term results of this
attitude have been. But, how can they? Public
interest is perhaps not the thing many in the imme-
diate vicinity of Mr. Nehru are there for, whatever
else they are there for. If Lord Denning's visit to
India has the effect of opening that closed eye of
Mr. Nehru, India will have great reason to be
thankful to Lord Denning. In the years gone by Mr.
Nehru has in public referred to the crisis of character
in public life but he has given little other evidence
of his awareness, unless it was that he had in mind
those that complained about it, as the Opposition
leaders are doing in. the Punjab Chief Minister's
case. It may be that ministerial corruption started in
a small way, almost like a snorv-ball, fit for children
to play with. But it will be a bold man today rviro
can deny that it has now assumed the proportions of
an avalanche.

Many among those rvho have read Mr. Nehru's
note to the President carefully must have *'ondered
rvhat its purpose 'rvas. Norvhere in the long note is

- the't'slightest mention of rvlrat the charges'"were
' which,"hacl been repeatecllv macle by the O;rposition

leaders and rvhich upto nor',' he, equalll' repeatedlv,
had been brushing asicle. He mentions that some more
charges har.'e uorv been acldecl l;ut he does not say

that these have u-eighed rvith hirn in rcornmenditlg
to the President the aitpointn.rent of tire Commission
to'inquire into them. If tliere is one thing clearly
stamped on the note, lrom beginning to end, it is the
reluctance of the Prime Minister to have the charges,
such as they are, inquired into. To some it must seem

as if liis hands lrave been folcccl by tlie President ancl

thiit the note'is rttt ui't oi self-jtrstification b"'a reluct-
ant; Priir:c \linister.

To understtrncl tlte Dc:rtninll Rcport it is necessirrv
to rernernber u'lrat Lold Dennin€l \\/as asked to do:
"To examine, in the light of the cit'cuntstarlces leading
to the resignation of the formel Secrctary of State
fol War, \{r. j. D. Profumo. the operation of the
Security' Service and the adcrpacl' of theil coope-
ration s'ith thc Police in urattels of seculity, to in-
vestigirtt' tuf iufot t't.ttttitrri or urtrierial u'hicli ma1''

come to l-ri:; attr-ntion irt this crlttttcctittn ant-l to crlnsi-
der anv evidettcc tlrcre rttar' lter fol ltclievilr q tirilt
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the inadequacies of his own inquiry, "First, being in
secret, it has not the appearance of justice; second, in
carrying out the inquiry, I have had to be detective,
inquisitory advocate and iudge, and it has been
difficult to combine them." A little later he adds "my
inquiry is not a suitable body to determine guilt or
innocence,"

Lord Denning has also this to say about a tribunal
as an alternative to an inquiry such as his. "The
appointment of a tribunal under the Tribunal of
Inquiries 1921, is an elaborate and costly machine,
equipped with all the engines of law-counsel, soli-
citors, witnesses on oath, absolute privilege, openness
to the public (so far as possible) and committal for
contempt-but it suffers from the invincible'draw-
back in doing justice that there is no prosecution, no
charge and no defence."

Mr, Nehru in his note to the President, recommends'
"such an inquiry should be made by a high authority
under the Commissions of Inquiries Act of 1952.
Within the terms of that Act, the inquiring authority
rvill have full freedom to lay down its own pro'
cedure. This Act states that the inquiry may be
either public or private and in cunera," Mr. Nehru
has, therefore, chosen a method of inquiry altogether
difierent from the one over r,vhich Lord Dbnning
presided. This was only natural considering the pur-
lrose in the two inquiries was altogether different.

- The Denning inquiry was concerned with, briefy
speaking, rvith two matters: firstly, circumstances
leading to the resignation.of the former'secretary of
State for War; secondly the operation of.-the.Security
Service and its cooperation with the Police in matters
of Security. And, incidentalll' only, he was to
examine any material (which in otl.rer rvords meant
summons) u'hich came to his attention for believing
that national security has beeu, or may be, endanger-
ed. The inquiry in the Kairon case does not deal
with surnmons or questions of national security but
presumably with specific acts on the part of the
Punjab Chief Minister, which, if true, must be
regarcled as rendering him unfit to hold that high
office. I{orv, then, can considerirtiot.rs lvhich I-ord
I)enning thoriglrt irpplicable or relevant to his incluirl'
or to his report apply to the Kairon case? Of coursc'
it is possible that it is onlv a case of confused and

not ivishful thinking u'i.ren \'h'. Nehlu picks up a

su,eet-sounding aphorism from the Denning Report
that, "peopl" i.'e.e better off for not knorvinq rvhat
*n, ,rot true." Mr. Kiriron is going before the Tribuntrl
u,hiclr is still to declare rvhat is and r'l4rat is not true.
\lr'. Nchlu ailily quotes this frorn Lord Denning to
fortifv lris os'n cleclision trot to relieve Mr' Kairon of
lris oiTce evcn tetrtl'rorarill' during the course of the
iiitlrrilr', lrer-,t,.tsc "that n'oultl imply t7tli--pr.irna fat:it
iI'.1r.' u'as s()tlii' ttrllli irl tllr: tll.rrgr':; rlrarlc."

'\t tliis stage anotlrt:t' tulr-tter' but intirnately cotl-

nirti<lnal scctu itv lras lrt,t'tt, tti tttttr lrt'
ltt t, i Lt, ;-r't )( )t r i ) {'t ('r }: t.

t-rrrla r gt'r'ecl

r\ncl tlri:; is r',hat J,oltl l)cr',iritlq < orrsirlt'l'etl s'ere
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cerned with this, has to be considered. The demand
for relieving Mr. Kairon of his office arises from a
fear which is twofold. It is possible that material
evidence may not become available and that wit-
nesses may not come forward fearing the avenging
wrath of the Punjab Chief Minister. What manner of
man, therefore, is this Pratap Singh Kairon, this Chief
Minister of the Punjab about whom these suspicions
are cast and whom Mr. Nehru is so anxious to
protect. Perhaps sonie indications are available in the
majority judgement of 

' the Supreme Court in the
case of Dr. S. P. Singh against the State of Punjab.

Dr. S. P. Singh, a Civil Surgeon in the State of
Punjab, had proceeded on leave preparatory to
retirement. He was compulsorily recallecl from his
leave, suspended and a departmental incluiry on
charges of official misconduct ordered against him.
Dr. Singh petitioned the Punjab High Court to quash
these orders under Art. 226 of the Constitution; and
when this was dismissed, he went in appeal to the
Supreme Court. The petition of Dr. Singh, supported
by su'orn affidavits, alleged that, for various reasons
which he {ave, he had incurred the wrath of
the Chief Minister and the orders of the Punjab
government suspecting him and ordering an inquiry
into his misconduct were malafide. In ordinary
language, that is, that the orders were due to the
desire of the Chief Minister to wreck his vengeance
upon him. To start with the Supreme Court -held:"It is common ground that it was the Chief Minister
viho was in charge of the Health .Department in
which' the appellant was employed and it was there-
fore the Chief Minister as the N4inister in Charge of
tliat portfolio who initiated these proceedings though
forrnal ordels of the Ministry were issued by the
Secretaries etc. of the Department in the name of the
Governor." The Supreme Court further said: "In the
present case there were serious allegations made
against the Chief Minister and there were several
matters of which he alone could have personal know-
ledge aud therefore rvhich he alone could deny, but
what lvas, however, placed before the Court in
i.llls\\'er to tlic charges made against the Chief lvlinist-
cr was an a{Iidavit by the Secretaly to Government
in the Medical Department who could only speak
from official records and obviously not from personal
knowledge about the several matters rvhich were
alleged against the Chief Minister."

Mr. Nehru, in his note, repeatedly points out that
it is a well-recognised principle that the decision of
a court on a question of fact is bincling only on
parties t<l the case, But he omits from his consiclcra-
tion the lirnits of this principle. That N4r. Kairor.r u':rs
tlie Chief trlinister against u'horn allcgiitior.rs I'c,rc
,nrr,lt, l,), r, rr'.' rif srvorn a{Iirl:ivits; tltrrt llc ..',:r:; rr:,irrg
crllicial po\\'el's to u'reck prit'ate veugeanccr. If this rr.as
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held proved then it must render Mr. Kairon unfft to
hold any position of power, still less to continue as
the Chief Minister of the Punjab. Findings of fact
bind only the parties concerned but their repercus-
sions must react on the official position of the parties.
No amount of quibbling can alter this fact. It seems,
therefore, clearly unreasonable to retain Mr. Kairon
as Chief Minister while the present inquiry is going
on in vierv of the Supreme Court's ftndings of fact in
Dr. S. P. Singh's 

"are. 
Wh"t is, however, -of great im-

portance is that Mr. Nehru has directed that the
matters considered by the Supreme Court in that case
should be'excluded from the purview of the inquiry.
After all, the purpose of the inquiry is to ascertain
rvhether the charges brought by some of the leaders
of the Opposition are true or not. Surely if Mr.
Nehru's contention that findings of fact of a Court
bind only the parties thereto is not a petty-fogging
quibble, tlien both he and Mr. Kairon should have
welcomed an opportunity to disprove the matters
considered proved by the Supreme Court in the
absence of any sworn testimony from Mr. Kairon.
But perhaps Mr. Kairon rvisely chooses (and Mr.
Nehru equally wisely refrains from advicing him
against it) not to reagitate the matter.

It is more than possible Lord Denning's knowledge
of English history goes beyond an outline of the
subject. If asked, he is bound to point out how
ruthlessly ministerial corruption has been put down
in England. Even the first Duke,of .Marlborpugh re-
$arded as the foremost rnilidary cbmmander in Eng-
lish history, had to answer for some of his transactiOns
evcn while he was rvinning some of his brilliant
victories in the field. Even Sir Robert Walpole, the
first to hold the oflice of Prime Minister in England
and reputed to be the author of the tag that every
man had his price escaped being sent to the Tower
on charges of corruption during office by discreetly
rvithdrawing from public life and keeping his mouth
shut thereafter. In India the great Akbar, whose
beneficient rule is recalled all ot er the country with
gratitucle alter centurics, is repolteci to have hanged
four of the clozcn or so prime ministers in his reign
for oficnces against the State.
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The Radhakrishnan Report
A. B. Shah

If'fHAT strikes one as unique and signiffcant in
W pr. Radhakrishnon', *orli is his efiort to bring

about a reconciliation betu'een the East and the
West, the Ancient and the IModern, the empirical and
the intuitive. The Report of the University Education
Commission, popularly known as the Radhakrishnan
Commission, is to my mind the ffnest and the most
valuable accomplishment of this quest for synthesis.
It is not merely a statement of findings and recom-
mendations concerning university education in India.
It is also a masterly exposition of the twentieth-cen-
tury philosophy of freedom and its application in one
of the most important sectors of our national life.
And this is achieved without sacriffcing anything that
is really universal in our own complex and hetero-
geneous cultural heritage, or forgoing any of the
liberal values of the post-Renaissance \Mest. Without
rninimizing the diffculties, the Report seeks to demon-
strate that there are sufEcient elements in our tradi-
tion which cau provide native soil for the growth of
an open society based on freedom and iustice.
Universities have a crucial role to play in this pro-
cess both in ensuring its success and in accelerating
its Spced. The Radhakrishnan Report adumbrates the
riieasures. that should be taken and the Jarger framel
work-.of ideas a'rd values in .which. tliis should.be
done, in order to enable the universities to play their
role rvith credit. It is a document that deserves to
be made obligatory reading not only for educationists
irnd i\'Iinisters of Education but for every Indian who
professes interest in the democratic reconstruction of
our society. I am using these words deliberately and
I mean them to be taken literally.

The University Education Commission was appoint-
ed by the Government of India on 4th November
1948, when N{aulana Abul Kalam Azad was Minister
for Education in the Ur.rion Nlinistrl'' Besides Dr'
Radhakrishnan, tt'lto was natned Chairmau, and the
late Professor N. K. Siddhanta, who was Ndember-

Secretary, there rvere eight other members of the
Comrnission. All of them rvere reputed scholars or
educationists and included Dr. Zakir Hussain, Dr'
James Dufi, Vice-Chancellor of Durham, Dr.- Megh-
nad Saha, and Dr'. Arthur Morgan, President of
Antioch ancl First Chairman of the Teunessee Valley
Authority. The fact that the Plesident ancl thc Vice-
Prcsidcni of Inclia tocltty rvele both members of this
Conrrnission clocs trot scem to havc been cfiectively
noticccl b1, tl1es1' ri'ho shoulcl bc thc most iutorcstecl
irr it. T,i i rs. lri,r'.'.rt', t'. lrollt' ilrrit ri ith Di. lirrrlhri-
l<rislrrriirr as 1'r'csidcrrt rtrrcl Dr. Zakir I'Irrssaitr as Vicc-
Presiclcnt, nttivet'sitv cchrcation l'ould nolv at least
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get the priority that it deserves and that it already

lets evei in some of the less developed countries such

as Nigeria.
ThJ terms of reference of the Comrnission were to

consider and make recommendations in regard to al-

most every aspect of university education in India'
The aims'of tiniversity education and research, the

organisational pattern for universities, the main-

i"iurr"" and im^provement of standards, salary scales

and other conditions of service for teachers, courses

of study, methods of instruction and examination, the
rnedirrm'of instruction, admission of students, facilities
for rvorking students-all these and more wele the
problems that the Commission was called upon to
ixamine and suggest how to solve. And the solutions

had to be practicable and in keeping with the demo-

cratic values enshrined in our Constitution'
The Cornmission discharge.d its obligation with a

thoroughness of detail and i maturity o-f lpproach
that st'and witness to the competence and the sense

of dedication that its members brought to bear on

their task. Informing the Repo-rt throughout is a

spirit of religiosity - not the crude variety ex-pressing

iiself in attaJhment to dogma and ritual but the deep,

authentic religiosity that distinguishes a passionate

commitment t6 human values from mere e*pertise'in
the mechanics of their realization. Without implying
disrespect to the other members of the Commission'

i *",ifa submit that this pervasive spirit as that of

Dr. Radhakrishnan, the Chairman of the Commission'

and it is fortunate that one so deeply committed to

it""a"- and the dignity of the individual is Head

of the State at a 
-time when our democracy 

- 
is

tf,t""i"""a as much by ideological subversion as by

rnilitary aggression.
The'Coilmission gathered its facts and impressions

bv circtrlating a comprehensive questionnaire to about

2.900,r"rroni-,ll"n',6"tt of the Constituent Assembly,

ihi"f ^tutinisters and lrrlinisters of Education, Vice-

Chancellors, Directors of Public Instruction, Princi-

pals of Coileges and Heads of University Depart'
inents, educationists, publicists and other prominent

u*rronr, About 600 replies were received, a petcen-

i*"- *f,i"f,, though iormal with surveys -by the
qriotionn"itie meti-od, does little -credit 

to the class

t'o rvhiclt the aclclressees belonged' The Commission

also invitcd tnentoLanda, visited all the universities

thcn in existencc ancl iirtelviewed more than eight

litrndlccl porsons, bcsitles goirtg through ,a vast mirss

.f slrr.istii,.l rnrrt.r.irtl,rrrcl tlreor.etic'al irucl 4cscripti'c
litclirturc. 'Ihe llcpclrt is diviclccl ittto tu'o voltttrtcs'

o[ niore than seven hundrecl pages each' The text
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proper runs into nearly six hundred pages and is
divided into eighteen chapters, which together with
the eighteen appendices make up the ffrst volume of
the Report. The other volume contains the evidence
tendered before the Commission. All this work, in-
cluding the writing of the Repolt, was completed in
nine months, from December l94B to August 1949 -
a remarkable achievement by any test.

I need not tell you in detail what the ffndings of
the Commission were-anyone familiar with our
university education can lvell imagine what they
could have been. What is of interest about these
findings is, not their nature but the quantitative
measures that the Report gave of the condition of
the universities in this country at the dawn of
Independence. Things have improved since then,
mostly on the lines recornmended by the Commission.
But tlie degree of-the improvement so far achieved
and the pace at which it is proceeding to-day bear
no relation to what yet remains to be done. A few
examples may therefore not be out of place.

The Comn-rission found that in 1948 India spent on
Education 5% of. its total budget. The corresponding
figures for Great Britairi and France - both of which
were just out of a devastating war-were LL%" and L2%

respectively. Also, the Commission notes, in a good
university the library provision is about 6h% of. the
total budget of the university, or Rs. 40 per student.
For the complex .af institutions known as Bombay
tiniversity,; the corresponding figure would be about
Rs. 10/'per student. If we-leave aside the University
Library proper, the figure for the Constituent Colleges
rvould work out still lower, about Rs. 8/- per student,
or 2% oI the total budget of the Colleges. What is

true of expenditure on the library is also true of
teacher's salaries and student amenities, size of the
class, rnethods of instruction and the rest of it. For
instance, the teacher-student ratio in our universities
is about 1:40 as against 1:10 in a good university.
This is reflected in an unusually high percentage
of failtrres, varying between 287o and 67% as against
only l0% in British universities. Nor is the high per-
centage of failures in our universities by any means
a sign of high acaclernic standards. Those who fail,
do so in spite of all decent and indecent efiorts of
the exaniners and atl hoc committees to pass then'r

by gracing. And most of those who do pass show
poor standards of attainment and critical thinking
compared with their counterparts even in sorne of
the nervly liberated free countries of Asia or Africa.

This, Iios'ever, is not nerv to us. Indeed, we have
bcen st.l much usccl to evil that we have ceased to
notice its presence in our miclst and get ilngry over'
it. Not only tlrnt; occirsionirlly, if sorueone comes Lrp

uitlr risiorr litcl clctcrtriirtiLtiutt ltttl sets ouL tc' eleitr

tlrc rtrcss, tvc cotrclett'tn lrim its itll oltemy of tlrc, pco-
plc. In other s,ords, evil has lrt'cttt.uc, part of lls) ever.l

l,
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of those of us who occupy the seats of power and
talk of leading the people out of a depressed culture
and a backward economy. It is precisely on this
account that it is necessary to restole the universities
to their legitimate estate-not as a favour to those who
teach and study in the universities, but because a
sound university systern is indispensable for the cul-
tural and economic viability of our democracy.
Looked at from this standpoint, the recommenda-
tions of the Radhakrishnan Commission are of far-
reaching signiffcance. However, they are to be look
ed upon as elements of a single, unified whole, not
piece-meal as is done to-day. If this is done, I am
certain tliat thereby we shall not only be transform-
ing our educational system beyond recognition but
also laying an enduring foundation for a free, plos-
perous and just social order. I shall rnention here'
only a few <.rf the major recommendations together
with the theoretical framework from which they
inevitably follow. For the rest, I must refer you to
the Report, which unfortunately has for some time
now been out of print, or to the Sumrnary when it
is published.

The first and basic question to which the 'Com-
mission addresses itself is: What is a university? What
are its aims and how are they related to the other
goals accepted by a dernocratic society like ours?
How are they different from the aims in a totali'
tarian society? The Commission's answer to this
question is ringing and r-rndmbiguous, and deserves':'
to be quoted, It says:

'The vision of free rnen in a free society is the
living faith" and inspiring guide of democratic
institutions. .. ..we must (therefore) train people
not melely to be citizens but also to be individuals'
Many systems of education tend to transform the
individual, who inight otherwise seek to rise above
the type, into the representative of the community.
On such a system we cannot get leaders, who with
new values transform the commttnity. There is no
stimulus of individualitl', to being in any respect
dif{erent frorn one's surrottrtdiugs. The aim of
education shoulcl be tt> break gror"urd for new.
values and rnake thern possible'.

In other words, again of the Cornrnission,
'If it is the function of universities to train rnen
and women for rvise lerrdership, they must enable
young men ancl women to retrd with insight the
rccords of human experieucc as tliey are expressed
in ( the ) rvorlcl's litellture, to knorv the nature and
consequences of ethical I'altte-., to sc:nse the mean-
ing of social forces op(jrirtillg in tle rvclrlcl todtry,
runcl to cor-uprelicntl tlte coruple.rilics irncl intrica-
cies of life, in all its itrttttt-'usitv. 1tli1'sicill, social
arrtl sl.ririttial'.
Tlrt'sc tlrcn lt) t' ttt'o oI tlttt trlllj<lt ftttrctiotls oI n

unir.crsit),-to tt;titt tt tr'11 lttl! 
"','t','l)' 

to llo citi:,:t'lr:;
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but also to be individuals, and to train them for wise
leadership. From them follow almost every recom-
mendation of the Commission. In particular, the
Commission recommended that there should be a
three years' course for the first degree examination,
preceded by a twelve-year course of school instruc-
tion all over the country. This latter course should
bring the student up to the present intermediate
level, and the last four years of it, comprising the
last two years of school and the first two years of
-ollege at present, should be taught in what the Com-
mission calls Intermediate colleges. This means that
university education proper would begin with the
degree course, and the student when he enters
it rvould have completed eighteen years of age in
order that he should be mature enough to benefit
properly frorn it. Another reform, which also has not
yet been implemented relates to the size of a univer-
sity and its organizational structure. The Commission
recommends that there should not be more than
3,000 students in a unitary university and not more
than 1,500 in a constituent or affiliated college of the
federal or affiliirting type of university. Also, no
university of either of these types should have more
than 40 or 50 institutions affiliated to it, so that the
entire complex would be of a manageable size.

On the questions of the courses of study and
methods of teaching and examining students, the
Comrnission recommends that the compartmentalism .

and premature specialization shotld-givei,ivady tol
general education-going hand in hand with speci:t.
lized studies. There is also emphasis on tutorial and
seminar work and self-study by students. The Com-
mission recomrnends that English should in the
course of time be replaced by the regional language
as the medium of instmction. However, it is unequi-
vocal in its ernphasis on the need for a properly co-
ordinated programme for the country as a whole in
this matter and for ensuring that a living contact shall
be maintained with English. The Commission also
recognizes that the present system of examinations
defeats its purpose to a large extent and results in a

criminal u'astage of human ancl material resources.
It also leads to a lorveripg of academic standards by
encouraging rote work in vierv of the intimate rela-
tionship between degrees and employment. The
Comrnission tJrerefore recommends that Government
agencies shoulcl institute their own selection tests,
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and the university should modify the nature of
their examinations by introducing objective tests
in the place of the present, completely essay-type
examination.

The Cornmission's lecommendations regarding the
salary scales and other conditions of service for college
and university teachers are well known and need no
detailed mention hele. What is not equally well
known is its recommendation about the faciliiies for
vvorking students as also the recommendation for more
selective admissions and more liberal provision for
scholarship related to merit and means. While it
agrees that higher education should not be closed
to anyone on account of poverty, it is concerned to
ensure that educational standards and academic
values do not suffer in the name of enpouragement
to backward classes. In particular, it condemns the
large-scale reservation of seats in colleges and univer-
sities on the basis of caste as practised by certain
state administrations. For the working students, the
Comrnission recommends their complete segregation
from full-time students and a longer duration of the
course in order that they may be able to do justice
to their studies without neglecting their job or
health.

Before I close, one last question demands an
answer. To lvhat extent have the Radhakrishnan
Comn.rission's recommendations been implemented
by the Uniou and the State governments and by the
urii\rerlities? Well, as in most other fields of planning,
here tbo the answer has to be: 'only partially, in a
liaphazard manner and often in a distorted form'.
Here lvas a document which in its conception and
significiuce for our dernocracy would rank next only
to tlie Constitution in the post-Independence period.
And yet, what we have done with it can only be
characterized as vulgarization, unbecoming of an en-
lightened leadership, political or academic. And the
indifierence of the nouDeaux, riches has been equally
criminal. Perhaps the Commission had a premon-
ition of tl-re fate that awaited the outcome of its
labours. For at one place in the Report, it observes,
'u,hen hurnan action can lemove the evils, inaction
has the guilt of vice'. To-day this observation seems

tc have about it a touch of prophetic irony.

(Ilased. on the spcech ilelirsereil at the Tlrcoiophg HaII, Bombatl
inder the ortsiices of the lndian Institute of World Culture
iid thc P.E.N'. AII-India Centre on Tuesdag, 19th Noo., 1963.)

i ,i,,1 ,r l \,.r I 'ri;,.1 1\', .:t l)r'r'lir
\., , ) , r/, / i;,r \i . , /:/,r li, r.ir rr



SUPPRESSION Of' OPINION
Raman Desai

ril\iiE Government of India has prohibited the saler or distribution of a book entitled peking Vs.
Dglhi b1' Mr'. George N. Patterson, published by,
tr'I/s Faber & Faber Ltd., on the ground that it cori-
tained prejudicial reports. The order is isdued under
the Defence of India Rules. l\{r. Patterson is an
authority on Tibet ancl is a correspondent of high
repute.

Without a perusal of the book, it is difficult to
gauge to rvhat extent Mr.. Patterson's reportage would
cont-ain items prejudicial to the security and defence
of the country. But frorn the generai tenor of his
vi,ritings it may well be tlrrrt having studied the
attihlde and policies of the Goverrrment <lf India prior
to the Chinese rvar, he migii- tiave indicted Mr.
Nehru's foreign pclicies. If so, his indictment can be
no stronger than that of a large numbel of Indians
themselves rvithin and without the congress, who
have felt that the Chinese rvould never. have dar.ed to
attack but for the pusillanimoui and ambiguous fore-
ign policy of I\4r. Nehru, this policy allied rvith the
counsel of the then Defence Nlinister who is a pheno-
nrenon in himself - a vegetarian, non-smoking, te4_
drinking, non-violent except to pressmen, non-dlfence
nrinister, equal to another India's invention, the figure
zero in mathematics.

Strangely enough, . it -lo.ry. . rippc;.ii.s , .[lr.r! \Ir.
Berfrdnd Russell's -bogk "Onarmcd \/ictoiy"- u,hich
coniained viervs rvhich were clifferent firini tliose of
the Governrnent aird is reported to be irnti-Inclian
has not been banned probibly irecanse of the high
stature of the rvliter. But, by a peculiar piece of
jugglery, the bool< publishers have been orall/rvarnecl
no:-to import the book and thus no copies of the
book are available to us! It seems that N4r. N"hrr.,.
rvho never failed to har.p on the praise of people like
N4r. Appleby, and unknorvn aclmirers of his policies
fi'om abroad, is not prep:rred to allow the Inclian
publie any :rccess to liter.rrture u4riclr cr;nrlenrns his
policies ]rou'evc.r. fircturr.l the datir mirv be. ancl horv-
ever lcrrlncd tlrt. c,r.iticisrrr. Obviously, ire regar.cls the
people of Inciia as a dnngerous tr pe of moions who
tloyld be srvayed, prc:sumnbll,, into concluct prejucli-
cial to the secur.ity-of ir-r.li*, lf s.,ch comments as of
I\,h'. Russeli and llr. patter.sort rvere allorved to be
brouglit to their notice.

I suppose IvIr. Nehr.u and \..Ir. Nanda have reached
a point u'lrcr'<: clerlrocr.atic values of conrplete liltertv
of thought, of ertrclite infornration rvhich^nriqht lsriit
formation of correct opinion, liave no plac,i,' if thev
adverseh' affect the inritge tlrcv havr, ,,,i,,1, of tlrcrri-
st'lvcs lnd tlreir collr:aglrr'.; ir! i-,rei, r,l' 1.,qr 1,..i5,1r11,r

anci unicitrt' ltatrioiisnr.

AGGRESSIONS AND AGGRESSIONS

fT rvould seem that Mr. Menon can no more im-
I prove his mind than a dog caq straighten his tail.
Even after his policies have brought a disgraceful
dismissal to him, and a disgraceful defeat to the
country, he continues to rnake the lvorse appear the
better reason, and to distort and misrepresent the
country's policies.

For example, at the AICC Session in Jaipur, he
put China and Pakistan on par and found them
equally guilty of "treachery and undeclared aggres-
sion." Honesty and discretion alike demand that we
see, and recognise, the difierence between the two
aggressions.

When the partition of the country was decided on,
religion was made the dividing factor for British
India. The Muslim League, hoping to secure the
accession of Hindu-majority States ruled by Muslim
Princes - eg. Hyderabad and Junagadh - decided to
go by the choice of princes. It actually secured the
accession of Junagadh and very nearly that of Jammu
and I(ashmir State. Pakistan tried to be smart; India
proved smarter. That, in brief; is the story of Kashmir.

Tlie rvhole State of Jammu and Kashmir is today,
*,in lawr,part of India; and much of it is part of.India

ir-r"fact. But it will be futile for Mr. Menon to pretend
that Pakistan in 1947 did not have an arguable case
in Kashmir. The Nt'rtional Conference leaders were
not talking cabbages in Lahore in September L947.
The very fact ihat the Neliru Government agreed to
a plebiscite in Jarnrnu and Kashmir State - to decide
its accession to India or to Pakistan - was itself an
admission - very unnecessary and very unfortunate
tlrat Pakistan was not without a loars standi in that
affair.

The case of China is entirely difierent. Here is a
countrv u'hich lias for.cibly occtrpied Tibet - where
it did not have so rnuch as an envoy for the preced-
ing half century. For the ffrst time in our hiJtory -rind in theirs - Chinese troops have not only arrived
<ln tlre Inclian bot'clers, but actualllr overl.un thern. To
put tlie tu'o cases on par is to do violence to historical
truth.

Also, rvhile we ciln alrvays l<eep srnall pakistan _
clividccl u'ithin itself rnd depencleirt on USA - in its
pllccr. China is a much bigger. menace to us. For that
r{.)ittolr alsr.' it rvrtulcl ltc rt'r.ong to bracket thenr to-
cetlicr rrs if tlrcy urcr'e tlr,o eqtrirl evils.

Noboclr' ciln irccuso rr.s of partiirlitv for pakistan.
lirrt lrorri,.:ij. .leri,i,rr.l, tl,.,t \! ( .tL.(: Lir., tiiilt:r.crrcc

(Continucd on ttaqa I0j
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Resiew
A Neu Look at Comnutnisnt

Edited, by A. B. Shalr tt liissirn Ezekiel, Indian Committee
for Cultural Freedom, Rs, 3

HIS publication inciudes some papers submitted
at a seminar convened by the Indian Committee

for Cultural Freedom on August 30 to Sept. l, 1968
along with a report on the general consensus of
opinion of the participants. The main themes dis-
cussed were (l ) the Myths of Communism and their
appeal to intellectuals (2) The Communist Movement
jn India and South East Asia (3) The Schism in the
Cornmunist World, ( ) The Consumer in the Com-
munist Economy. The papers are emdite but, givgn

--soirne attention, easy reading and are notable in the
clear analysis of the facts and problems presented. It
seems to be generally agreed at the Seminar that
modern wars, initiated by Communists, do not seek
territory so much as extension of communist ideas;
therefore, the resistance to such wars should be not
merely at the level of military weapons, btrt in an
informed repugnance to the motivating ideas behind
the communist menace. Obviously, as an item of
emphasis this argument may be permissible but one
has only to look at the vast expansion of territory
controlled by the U.S.S.R. after the last war, to
appreciate that territory subordinated to the eco-
nomic needs of the USSR had also to be politically
serniile 'hncl therefore politicallv dominated. In a
sinrilar fashion the Chinese expansion in Tibet and
attempted push in the Himalayas, the pl'essures on
South-East Asia, are the result not merely of a search
for extension of the ideas but a deftnite demand for
political control of territory. It may rvell be that the
schism betrveen the two Communist powers, USSR
and China, may admit of two interpretations; one,
that China seeks to conserve the pristine virtue of
undiluted communist theory of world revolution
through violent or a deceitftrl proletarian uprising in
various countries assistecl bv thc' founder members of
banditry, USSR and Chini.r, and tlre USSR is reluctant.
in firce of superior force, to prlrsue this line at the

(Continued lrom page 9)

betrvcen the tu'o aggressions - and fornrulate our
policy nccordingly,

Whrit is particularly objectionable iu \{r'. \{enon's
statcnrent is the unstatcd - but s'ell understootl -
inrplication thirt since hoth Pakistirrr ,rncl Cliino ar<:

lgrlressors, urcl sincc s'c ltuve not lrotlrr:r'ed to tlrrou'
Prrkistan otrt o[ \ltrza{[arallird. u't' rrci'tl uol ]lothct' tr,
llrlorr' (ilrin:L ottt o[ ,\lisiri (]irirr t'tr'. ,.'iiir li

(Editolirrl irr Orgairiscr', Dcllii, \or. lS.)
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present moment; the seconcl, thal the conflict is really
basecl on the desire of the younger, more aggressive,
communist partuer, China, to assert itself to a full
statule of prestige and pou'er u'ith the elder partner,
and take over the leadelship of the Communist world,
with all the irttendant perquisites of political and
economic clorninance over rveaker surrounding states.

The Seminar riglitly stressed that the appeal of
Comnunists in the rrnderdeveloped countries rests
nol ori clear recoguition of the facts prevailing in
communist countries but rather on a complete igno-
raucc of tlic lctturl sitrration; that this appeal to such
trnderdev<:lt:ped people is the result of a decayed
social and economic c.ornmunity in which the people,
particularly the iirtellechrals, ffnd themselves smother-
ed antl fnrstrated. Where centuries of traditional
slavery, political and economic, have provided not
only anti-tlernocratic=,tradition but a pathetic belief
and desire for paterual, if not despotic rule, the very
basis for the growth of free indepcndent thought and
will to freedom does not exist. It is the purpose of
such serninars, ancl their most valuable contribirtion,
to nourish the roots of such independent thinking. The
papers submitted at this Seminar provide valuable
suggestions for further reading and research; as Mr,
Laxmanshastri Joshi pointed out in his inaugural
address, for "eclucation of the people and their leaders
irr the habits of empirical analysis and libertarian
values."

, ',,,, 
;. ,. 
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The China Qtmiterlg - Special Suroeg 
'o1 

the
Formosan Situation

Prrblished by Information Bulletin, London, 5 Shillings.

flNE'S judgement about the Nationalist regime or
V Forrnosa depends prirnarily on one's evaluation
of the Nationalist goal of recovering the mainland.
Anyone who does not subscribe to it naturally feels
inclined to consider the concentration of their ener-
gies and resources bv the Nationalist on the efforts
to irttain their objective as unjustiffed, if not sheer
r,v:rste. TIre Natirxralists, for example, spend more than
E0 per cent of their national revenue on the military.
An erpcnditure of this propoltion could be regarded
as jrrstified onlv if one approves of the objective for
rvhiCh it is rnade. Sir-nilarly, mlny consequences,
social and political, follow from their decision to
ac<:ord the highest pliority to their goal of 'national
l'ecor.crv'. IIcrer, aeirirr. oll(l s irssessment depends on
liou' onr' r,ir'r'.'.- tlrc Nrrtionrr]ist order' of priorities.

'fhc riditorial of the Special issue of The Chint.
ltrtnri e.rh1 c'tr Folrnosil points otrt llrat tl"re existence
of ti,r' ), lrtronirli'rt rt'ginrt' t,tt Fttt'tt't(tsit is "ot-tc of the
nririur n''ojrlt'rrrs of u'ollri liolitic's rtttcl rr ilossiblc
liiir;ir i)i)rrri ltti ':,; :.1, i r .r tirr' 'i'lrirtl \\:itr"l,l \\',lr'."
-l llis r:; r'rlrrilil',' lrui l[ !]r'r'lirr. (---rrlrir itncl tnntl' otltr:t'
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places in the world Jhreatened by the Communists.
but the fact is that none gf them has' yet Sparked off
a major confict because the Western pow6rs have so

far remained ffrm in their positions in regard to these

areas. Today because of the Sino-soviet dispute,
Formosa is less likely to be a cause of serious inter-
national conflict than it was before 1958. In the last
few years, the Nationalists have, to some extent, con-

solidated their position in intemational affairs and
have even'made a few diplomatic gains at the ex-

pense of the Chinese Comrnunists' Similarly, the
itrategic and political significance of the existence of
the Nationalist regime has come tb be more widely
appreciated in Asian and other countries in recent
years.- 

The need for a balanced assessment of the For-
mosan situation based on an understanding of the
Nationalist case is therefore greater today than any
time in the past. Unforhrnately, the special surve-y of
The China-Qrnrttrlg fails to satisfy this need. It
nowhere atte-mpts t6 put forth and examine dis-
passionately the Nationalist case. Many of the con-
iributors to the issue set out rvith the assumption that
the Nationalist goal of retaking the mainland is a

myth. Some regard Chiang Kai-shek as still an

unregenerrrte dictator. The Nationalist achievements
iu the fietd of social and land reforrns are cursorily

Freedom Fircc

dealt with and their record of guerrilla operations on
the mainland hqs been totally ignored. This omission
is'iather signifi6ant as even the Red Chinese have
norv begun seriously to take note of the Nationalist
guerrilla activity in their midst.

Though the special survey does not give us a

balanced assessrnent, it includes many informative
erlticles on various aspects of life on Formosa.
Tlie review of Formosa's Economic' Growth by
Sheppard Glass is an objective account of For-
rnosa's impressive economic progress and the serious
problems posed by the huge military expenditu-re.
The writer points out how the overriding goal of a

refurn to the mainland, the oversized bureaucracy
and other related factors pose a formidable barrier
to' further economic progress. Similarly, Joyce
Kallgren, in his survey of the Nationalist Armed
Forces, commends their efficiency and high degree
of combat readiness, and deals with variqus problems
that arise from the growing influence of local For-
mosans rvithin the Services and the discrepancy bet-
rveen the Nationalist goals and the aims of the
American programme. There are, besides, articles
surveying the Nationalist record on the diplomatic
front, Taipei's relations witli Peking, and the dilemmas
of American policy torvards Formosa. The article
"Intell'ectuals of Formosa" by Mei Wenli discusses
the plight of the intellectuals and the suppression of
individual liberties by the regirne. The Formosan
intellectuals, a maiority of whom feel alienated, are
iittra-ct-ed by the Ameriban' ideals nrndi th'ere' ii,-on' their
liiirt, an ideological commi:tmdit to ithe values of
liberal democracy. This, as the writer points out, will
certainly infuence the future course of Formosa. The
author also traces the conflict between the tradi-
tionalist authoritarian groups and the liberal sections
within the Nationalist party. He also refers to "mass

arrests and rampant secret police activities", which
is an exaggerated discription of the illiberal tenden-
cies within the regime. The writer himself it sliould be
noted, is a Chinese living in Formosa. The articles on
Formosan Nationalism and Forrnosan lndependence
Movement deal rvith the conflict bet*'een the main-
landels u'ho are a ruling class ancl local Formosans
rvho constitute more thnn three-forth of the popula-
tion. This friction is inevitable under the prevailing
circumstances, but over the last ten years the
Nationalists have tried to conciliate the Formosans
u'ith some success.

The anti-Nationalist ltias is quite evident in John
Istael's article "Politics of Formosa". He exaggerates
the Nationalist lnpses ar-rd aberrations (rvhich cer-
tirinly cleserve coudemnation ) and dubs the Nationa-
list rc'gime as a "Police Stt'rte" u'hiclt "nol secms

,rn,rrsailolrl"". "The trvo rninoritY llirlties". according
to irittr. illc irs itrtlttltettt as thcil rrraittlatrtl cotttttcr-

(Continued on Page 12)
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"\\'hv tlrr,.;. Chincst *titilrltr't i \'alI l)c c'rtttlrtttltists i1

it s'elcn't for usl"
Cr-'rtltcsr': ?'rtt, ' \t'r' lrrk, ,\tigtrst. 1961



With Many Voices
Moans round.with many voices. come, ,t"tn"X.ii"lis not too late to seek a newer woild.t'

tyranny. Nobocly has walked out of the ruling p"rtv tfrJ
-Mt. J. F' Kennedy, late President of USA so few understand or accept socialisni L 

"rti"u-iTimes of lndia'November 24' by Nehru' 
-r\4r, Ariun Lror", Llnk, NovembJ

The success of American leadership . . . . . is depen-
dent upon respect for America's mission in the
world as well as for her missiles, and a clear recogni-
tion of the virtues of freedom as well as the evili of

The Stalins of the world mostly die in their beds.
It is the Lincolnb and the Kennedys who are shot
down.

-Editorial in Daily Herald, London, Times of lndia,
November 25.

Free economy has solved a problem which has
never before in history been soluble and rvhich has
to be solved by socialism - the abolition of poverty
as a mass phenomenon.

Naoa Kultura, a leading Polish Communist
pnblication, March of the Nation, November 30.

T'lris (deffning the concept of socialism) has been
necessary as it is not possible so far to tell the people
whrrt the diffefence is 'bbhveen Commrmists and
Conglessmen.

-I{r, Mahavir Tyagi, Ind,ian Express, November 4.
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Unless banks are nationalised, there
socialism in Inilia.

-Mr. Krishna Menon, Patriot,

is no hopei
.1

Novembetr,
I

I

;t.rr;AA
parts" and the Nationalist attempt to establish 'id - -
tutior'al democracy is just an eyelwash. ThiS art
reminds one of the band of .q,metiican liberals l
before 1949 rvere insistent that the Chinese CorrJ
nists were "democrats" and "agrarian reformers" r,rf

Chiang Kai-shek was an "absolute tyrant.- |

The truth is that to understand the Formq
sifuation one has, to bear in mind as noted ad
that the Nationalists accord the highest prioritl
their goal of retaking the mainland from the C
munists. They have iubordinated everything elsi
this goal. They have been, besides, living under
constant threat of a Communist invasion and cor
quently in a state of national emergency continuor
for the last fourteen years. These trvo-factors h '

nahrrally strengthened the military and the se
police and enhanced their role in the ccnduct
national affairs. Still, the fact remains *at
Nationalists have tried to establish institutional de
cracy and though there is an elaborate npparatu
the secret police and,the martial law, they have r
it with relative restraint and there is no system
or mass repression.

It is misleading to judge the Nationalist regime
applying the standards of liberal democracy witl
taking into consideration the above factors w
have produced a queer mixture of the "mle
martial law under a democratic constitution" coul
with the practice of "local tutelage". On an isl
v'here three-fourth of the population is "p,
cally quiescent" and still not completely recon(
to thc Nationalist regime and u'here the Cor'fu
arrthoritarian tradition and culfure are still stro
rooted, it is futile to expect that instihrtional de

cracy rvould flourish if only the Nationalists ado
Iiberal demcrcratic policies. It would be more ap
priatr: to juclqe the Nationalist record against
lrackgl-orrncl o[ tlrcir orvtr prtst rts s'ell as ,lf the ger

political situation in Sotrth-East Asian countries
B.K.D

::. - {
j
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We try to resurrect

-Sir Guy Powles,
humanity from the ffles.
Ombudsman of New Zealand,

Hindu, November 6.

Wealth is not created by shouting socialism.

-Shri S. K. Patil, lndia:n Erpress, November 15.

Ever since the Congress rvas born, it had people
having different vieu's. It had been a consortium.

-N4r. K. D. Ir{alaviya, ltlarch of the Nation,
November 16.

I I. rve not read Marx or Lenin, but I understnnd
them, and have some sort of emotional rapport rvith
thern.

-Prime \{inister Nellm, Blitl, Noven-rber 23.

'fhe tlefects and crimes of political leaders cannot
be plovecl likc charges in a criminal case. \44ren the
itccuscd person is in irbsolute porver over the lifc.
libcrtv rrrrci proprrr'tv o[ evclv possilrle u'itnr:ss. ploof
<rf that nirture is impossible.

-\tr. C. Rnjrrgopalachari, SroaraitTa, Noven.rber 23.
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