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DECEMBER 1963
The Jaipur Thesis
K. K. Sinha

THE .Congress Party met at Jaipur and prepared
a thesis entitled “Democracy and Socialism” which
sums up the ideology of the Party and this thesis has
been generally approved to be the basis for a country-
wide discussion among Congressmen before it is
adopted in a plenary session of the Congress at
Bhubaneswar in January 1964.

The issues involved are so basic in the thesis pro-
posed at Jaipur that 2 months are hardly enough to
discuss it intelligently. We fear it will meet the same
fate as the famous resolution of Avadi, namely, the
Session will enthusiastically and unanimously adopt
it without understanding its implications.

I shall now give my reaction to this basic document,

g very briefly, in the hope that this will provoke a

deeper study of the thesis in the context of the task

facing the country. I have one adyantage. I am not a

Congressman, nor am I,anti-Congress. Nor, also, am

_-IL.involved in any way in either maintaining the party-

in-power or in removing it. I am solely concerned
with the welfare of the people of India. I think a
critical appraisal of the document is vitally necessary.

The document is important in the context of the
future development of our country. It would be
extremely unwise to ignore it or to take the attitude
many Congress leaders, who do not agree with some
of the ideas contained in it take, namely, that to
express criticism would be to risk exposure and there-
by to risk one’s position of high office or status in
the organisation or government. A stage has now
been reached where hypocritical unanimity or intel-
lectual laziness or moral cowardice must stop, irres-
pective of the fact whether one finds oneself in a
minority or a majority.

The document is a dangerous one, although it has

. an innocuous appearance. If the same document had

been placed before the country in the ’thirties I
would not have made this sharp comment. But thirty
years of tragic human experience have gone by since
then and 1 do think that our leaders should not be
allowed to play Rip Van Winkle todav in the world
of ideology.

The reason for such a categorical statement on my
part would be evident from the internal logic of the

ﬁeedom ﬁrst‘

document itself. There is a definite and continuous
line of thought that runs throughout the Paper. The
line may be summarised as follows:

Socialism (by democratic process) — rapid econo-
nomic development — planning — discipline and
regulation of economy — national minimum of
necessaries of life — reduction of = disparities —
public sector predominance — quick land reforms
and cooperative rural economy — workers” participa-
tion in management — maintaining price level — pro-
motion of science and technology.

Abstract this line further to the more essential
elements:

Socialism — planning — regulation and control —

reduction of disparities — public sector dominance

— land reforms and cooperatives — workers™ control

in industry.

What does this basic line of thought really mean?
It means that in order to promote rapid economic
development and produce the national-minimum of
the bare necessaries of life, socialism-is essential; this
means planning the entire -economy. from a;-centre
and_in order to execute such a plan the major part of
the economic apparatus must be under State owner-
ship and the rest must be under its rigid control both
in terms of expansion, production and distribution. It
also means that while the land will be taken away
from those who have above a maximum, the entire
rural economy will be socialised through the co-
operative system, which will. be artificially manipu-
lated by the State, and would thus become another
sector of the State apparatus. In the name of reduc-
tion of disparities practically the entire sector of the
propertied community will be heavily taxed. From the
top the Public Sector monopolies will exercise a grip
on existing enterprises and from below in the name
of “workers’ participation in management” a state of

FREEDOM FIRST joins the countless millions
in homage to John Fitzgerald Kennedy who
followed the footsteps of his illustrious prede-
cessor Abraham Lincoln, in wupholding the
dignity and worth of individual man, in life and
in death.

FREEDOM FIRST extends its heartifelt condol-
ences to his noble lady Mrs. Jacqueline Kennedy
and to the gallant American nation.
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