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Congress in Crisis

Adam Adil

N|EVER before in its history of 85 years the Congress
r \ has faced a crisis which it is facing at the present
moment. The crisis has divided it almost in two halves.

Of course, in the past Congress has not been entird
free of crises. In 1907 at the time of the Surat session,
the moderates and extrernists came to'a clash, and even
brickbats, chairs, tables and shoes were exchanged.
AIso in 1938 at the time of Haripura Congress, Subhas
Chandra Bose and other radicals came in confict with
Gandhians. There were serious problems at other
times too. But these problems never Ied to a breaking
point. One section of Congress M.P.s nurnbering about
62 who are opposed to Mrs. Indira Gandhi, have
already started sitting in optrlosition in the Parliament.
They call themselves "Organisation Opposition".

The genesis of the present crisis in the Congress can
be traced to its recent Bangalore session when some
of the members of what is generally known as Syndi-
cate sought to ignore the Prime Minister's opinion in
the selection of the Congress candidate for the election
of the President of India. Naturally she reacted sharply
against such a treatment. Again, although the A.I.C.C.
passed the ten point economic programme, some mem-
bers of the Congress High Command adopted a luke-
warrnrattitude towards it and even sought to ridicule
some bf thb items. All this led to suspicion whaher
the Congress High Command was really serious about
the economic proglarnme. Obviously due to the pres-
sures of her followers Mrs. Gandhi had to make a
determined effort to demonstrate that she was serious
about the economic programme, and that at least she
was not just fooling the gullible people. Therefore,
she had to pin-point the ten-point economic pro-
gramme more unequivocally in the form of a note
presented to the Bangalore session of the A.I.C.C.
Although she described her note as "stray thoughts
hurriedly dictated", it rvas obvious that she had given
rnature thought to it. She could not, of course, be
oblivious of tlre fact that a vast countrv like India could
not lle ruled by stray and lurried thoughts.

The events that follorved are fresh in our minds to
need any repetition here. One thing is clear that if
Congress breaks it rvill seriously jeopardise thc stabi-

Iity of the govenrrnents at tlte Ceutre as well as in
Congress-dominated States. lf thc Congress breaks
there is no other democratic political party, which is
strong enough, to take its place. Swatantra and Jana
Sangh have, in recent years shown irnpressive strength.
But they have yet to show uniform all-India influence
as the Congress has done. Swatantra has shown some
strength in Orissa, Gujarat and partly in U.P. and to
some extent in Bihar. Jana Sangh is strong in the north
especially in the Hindi belt of States. The strength of
these parties in other States is negligible. Similar is
the case with other democratic parties like S.S.P. and
P.S.P. D.M.K. which is a regional party is strong only
in Tamil Nadu; it has no following elsewhere. Now
remain the communist parties: C.P.I. and C.P.M. It
would be a disaster if these parties grow. One cannot
think in terms of either of the communist parties taking
the place of the Congress and providing an alternative
government. That wotrld sound death-knell of demo-
cracy in the country.

Hence in the absence of any dernocratic political
partv strong enough to form an alternative govern-
ment at the Centre and in the States, it is in the interest
of India's political stability and democracy that Con-
gress must remain united and Congressmen must work
together.

It is needless to stress that both factions in the Con-
gress are responsible for the present state of affairs'
Both have committed mistakes. A reference has al-
ready been made to the folly the Syndicate committed
in ignoring Mrs. Gandhi while selecting the Congress
candidate for Presidential election. It was equally
serious folly on the part of Mrs. Gandhi to have
opposed the Congress candidate in the Presidential
election after having proposed his narne. Both the
camps conrnritted one mistake after another; both did
not stick to the unity resolution adopted by the Con-
gress Working Committee on 25th August. The mere
lip sympathy to the unity resolution was evident, when
the followers of Mrs. Gandhi initiated the move for the
ouster of Mr. Nijalingappa from the Congress Presi-
dentship. Similar attitude was revealed when Mr.
Nijalingappa ignored the requisition for an early
A.I.C.C. meeting and half of the Congress Working
Committee members expelled Mrs. Gandhi from pri-
mary membership of the Congress. As a reaction Mrs.
Candhi's followels helcl tl',e requisitioned meeting on
their own ilitiative trnd dismissed Nir. Nijalingappa.
In vierv of the fact that 440 mernbers out of the total
mcmbership of A.I.C.C. rvhich stands at 705 attended
tlrc meeting it is obvious that lVIr. Nijalingappa apcl
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other members of the Syndicate have lost tlieir hold
on the rnajority of the A.I.C.C. members. Sensing tliis
fact, lvlr. Nijalingappa shorrld have gracefully resigned
and called the requisitioned A.I.C.C. meeting early.
The lesson of Haripura session when on the advice of
l\,Iahatma Gandhi the rvhole Working Committee had
offered its resignation the moment they did not agree
u,ith the Congress President ( Mr. Subhas Chandra
Bose) was not useftrlly followed in the present con-
text. Unfortunately, the Congress President and the
Syndicate members of the Working Committee pre-
ferred to adhere to their positions. Mr. Niialingappa,
simple man that he is, was obviously under the pres-
sure of his orvn colleagues not to "surrender". Probably
Ieft to himself he would have acted in a different way.

Now the question is whether the Congress can still
be saved. It is learnt that the former Union Finance
Minister, Mr. Krishnamachari is making renewed efforts
for a rapprochernent between Mrs. Gandhi and Mr.
Nijalingappa. It is said that he went to Delhi on the
eve of the requisitioned A.I.C.C. meeting with this spe-
ciftc purpose, and he agreed to unfurl the fag at the
meeting only on assurance that Mrs. Gandhi would not
oppose unity measures.

It is, however, certain that the majority of the
A.I.C.C. members and Congress rank and ffle are with
the Prime Minister. Ttrere is therefore, no alternative
for the Syndicate members of the Congress High Com-
mand to rescind the expulsion of Mrs. Gandhi, accept
her point of view and give the charge of the Congress
organisation to her and her followers. This would in-
volve the resignation of Mr. Nijalingappa and accep-
tance of new discipline by those members of the Con-
gress rvho norv ffnd themselves in optrlosition to N{rs.
Gandhi. On the other hand, the new organisation
which has now emerged under the leadership of Mrs.
Gandhi will have to be dissolved and Opposition Con.
gress M,P.s will have to join the Prime Minister. This
would be the price they would have to pay for keeping
the Congress unitecl. There is no other lvay out.

The Prime Minister by her drive tor.virrds economic
reforms has raised tha expectation of the people very
high. Whether she will be able to fulfil tlrese expecta-
tions time alone will show. But odds are against her.
But this fact cannot be a matter of joy to the Syndi-
cate Congressmen for, if she fails to fulffl the expecta-
tion, analchy will result. Hence the Syndicate Con-
gressmen, in the larger interest of the country, demo-
cracy ancl socialism rvill be obliged to cooperate with
the Prime lr{inister in rnaking the implementatiou of
the ten-point econornic programme a success. It is true
that by itself the ten-point pro€lrarnme worrld not
make rntrch difference in the lives of the people. A
ntrmber of other econornic and social lneitsul'es rvould
need to be taken for raising tlrc standard of pcople's
lives, for spreading education universially, for rernoving
runernplovrnent, for inrprovernent of aglictrlture, for'
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AN INDIAN IN POLAND

R. SUKUIvIAR BOSE from Bengal was in Poland
for several years from 1955 onwards. He went

there on n scholarship frorn the Polish Government for
stuclying Polish philology. He was admitted into the
University of Lodz, vvhere he carried on his studies.
He becarne acquainted with a- fellow student, Miss
Irena Bronska, and both were married in 1958. After
rnarriage Mr. Bose had to leave his studies and take
employment. He got a job as a translator with the
Central Technical Office of the textile machinery
industry. He and his rvife were living happily on the
salary that l.re earned and a son was born to them.

But things changed suddenly in August 1968 after
the invasion of Czechoslovakia. The misfortune thaJ
overtook Mr. Bose on November 28, 1968 is described
by him as follows: "It was dawn and I had gone out
to buy some milk and bread for breakfast. Seven men
from the Polish Security Service (Sluzba Bezpieczens-
twa) raided my apartment. When I returned about
20 minutes later, they wanted to search my apartment.
I was taken to the police station about four miles away'.

was in the police station till December 4. Then
was taken to the Central Jail of Warsaw, where I was

subjected to interrogation. My case came up before
the Polish Court on May 8, 1969, about six months
after my arrest. I was charged with writing a satire
against the Polish Government for a foreign radio
station rvhich contained secret information that
Gomulka was a puppet of Russia, of criticising the
administration for its failure to arrest the price rise, of
accusing the Government of following anti-Semitic
policies of supporting Israel against the Arabs, and of
criticising the Polish Govemment for deployment of
troops to Czechoslovakia under directions from Mos-
cow. The Court comprising one Judge and two mernb-
ers of the iury held me guilty. The verdict was for a
three-year prison term."

Later, the Indiar, Embassy intervened and Mr Bose
rvas grirntcd a pardon and allorved to leave the country.
He rvanted to take along his wife and son but had to
leave alone as the formalities for the travel of his wife
nnd son could not be completed in time. He was driven
straight to the airport from the Central Jail of 'Warsarv

or.r Novenrber 9. About a rnoltlr hrrr; pas"^ecl and Mr.
Rose is still arvaiting the arrival of his wife and son.

expanding inclustry, for eliminating disparities in in-
comes, and for providing adequate housing and other
amcrritics. All this rvill require tretnendotts national
effort. Thelefore, all-out cooperation of Syndicate Con-
qressmerl rvith N{rs. Gandhi will be absolutely
llecessarl'.
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Reconstruction Of Indian Politics
M. R.

fN tlre peculiar bland of secularism practised by the
I present Government, quoting from the epics may
be considered heretical. Horvever, there is no better
analogy to the present happeuings in the Congress
Party tlran tlre u'ar of Yaclaoas. Lord Krishna sarv that
the Yaclrrvrrs u'ould be a menace to the u,orld after His
departure, and therefore, aranged for their total
destruction through internecine quarrels and rvar.

Mahatma Gandhi, Netaji Subhas rvith his INA, and
Hitler rvho exhausted the British brought freeclom to
India. The Congress Party was an organisation'which
actively participated in the freedom fight, but after
Independence, for past 22 years it dominated the
Indian polity taking credit for the contribution of all
others to the freedom movement. The systematic way
Netaji's name has been sought to be erased from public
memol'y is a first-rate scandal and shou's horv lust for
power can overcome ordinary decencies of life.

There have been trvo big monopolies in India which
have rvorked against public interest.

The first is the monopoly of the Government over
money supply. This has been abused by the Govern-.
ment under the communist model of planning. This has
led to infation, anti-social income shifts, corluption
and steady impoverishment of middle classes. The
other monopoly-a near monopoly, to be exact-has
been the power monopoly in politics. Through an his-
torical accident, one party has dominated the political
scene. This near-monopoly of the Congress is norv
broken. Demonopolisation, whether in economics or
politics, is always to be rvelcomecl.

First, let us look at the two r.varring groups: Thc
"Syndicate" with Nijalingappa, Morarji Desai, Kama-
raj, S. K. Patil, Atulya Ghosh and others, is politically
outdated. Lao-Tse, the Chinese philosopher, had saicl
six centuries before Christ: "If you do not resign in
time, you will not only lose your fame, but you will
betrav your tmst". Having enioyed power fol years,
in the evening of their life, they should have gracefully
retired years ago having built up a youngel leadership.
No, the1, stuck on to por'ver because retirement is a
repugnant concept in Indian politics. The consumma-
tion of political careers in India is a gun-carriage fune-
ral.

The other'side, commonly knorvn as "Indicate", is aur

amalgam of communist-mincled persons like Inclira
Gandhi, es-commur.rists like Inclcr Cujral, Raghunath
Reddy', s,e:rther-cocks like Y. B. Chavan, tax-evaders
like Jagjivan Rarr anrl communalists like Fakhruddin
Ali Alrmed ancl clefectors like some "Young Tulks"
(rvho lracl ciefected their socialist or comrnunist parties
t<-r jtrml> on tlre po\\'c,r band u,agou of C'ongress). 1'hen
therc irre tLe opltttrttruists u.lro ltitclr in tlreir lot u'het'r:-

Pai

ver tlre po\l,er base seems to be shifting. If events like
rrttack on Nijalingappa, I\'Irs. Tarakeslrrvari Sinha ancl,
raid on Harikrishn:t Shastri's house are any indication,
the "Indicate" can be describecl as an edifice based on
foundations of terrorism and communist methods.

The picture is not complete s'ithout a refercnce to
the role of the Ali-India Radio. Even a Congress Chief
Ntlinister, Hitenclra Destri, has given it a certificate
rvhich impartial observers endorse. All-India Radi<1,
under ex-communist Gujral, is virtually a branch of
Radio Peace and Progress of Soviet Russia at least so
far as techniques of nervs manipulation are concernecl.

\,Vhat is missing, by large, in botli camps, is the basic
ingredient of public life-CHARACTER. What charac-
terises both is not impatience or zeal for public lvel-
fare and service, but all symptoms of advanced cancer
for power. Another characteristic is conspicuous hypo-
crisy. Many members of the Syndicate, for instance,
have never been serious about socialism. Mrs. Indira
Gandhi, and mar.ry of her colleagues speak in the name
of the poor but have lived a life of luxury and total
r'tt 

"ott""rn 
for the poor. Conspicuous hypocrisy is the

mascot of their public life.
There are many lvho agree rvith this analysis, but

are afi'aid of the consequences of the disintegration of
Congress party. Their fears are rnainly two: First,
rvithout Congress tlrere rvould be instability at the
Centre. Second, r.vith Congress disintegrating, com-
munists rvould take over. These fears are baseless.

As regards the first fear, the real bastion of oul
stable democrrrcy is the Constitution. So long as politi-
cal porver is confined within the forrr corners of the
Constitution, there rvill be political stability. Unfortu-
nately, we have been accustomed to equate democracy'
with the Anglo-Saxon pattern of bi-polar politics. But
there are many Continental countries rvhich have coali-
tion governnrents and sttrble democracies. The surprise
in Inclia is tlrat for a countly of continental size, thele
ale barely seven ntrtional and sonre 16 state parties.
For our diverse, pluralistic base, tl.rere shoulcl have
been many mole parties.

What is taking place norv is a reconstruction of
Indian politics. \\,'e ale rnoving torvards a periocl of
coalition Governments. After an initial period of con-
fusion, things rvould settle dorvn. For a people r,vho got
their freedom cheap, this period of confusion is the
price thev have to pa1,. dn6, thele s'ill be one imrnccli-
ate good elnelging frorn this: for tbe first time, rnany of
our arrogant politicians u'ill learn the nrcaning of thc
u'or'<l HLIN,IILITY. Hitherto, unrlrre5liellsrl pou'er hacl
sone to theil heacl. \\/hilc "intcllcctrrals" and urhrrr.r
people lracl s<;rne solt of insulation flom the eftects of
tiris llou'el rrriiclut:.ss. irccausc of more vocal public
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opilrion, p(.ople in snraller places rrncl villages \\-eLe cn-
tirelv at thc rrerc'r' of partv bosses. In nrost places,
these partv bosses n'ere nr,rt tlre snme dc'cc'nt, gocl-
fearing people u'ho hacl fought for Inclepenclence uncler
the Congress banner, but rou'dv elements u'hose rnain
virtues u'ere obeclience to partr; bosses at sttrte level
ancl ability to mobilise voters at elections. Ar.ryone
lrurnir.rg across the path of local Congress bosses hacl to
drink the cup of bitterness. All this flos'ecl from thc
rnorropoll' complex in u'hich tlrere is no scope for humi-
lity.

The second fear, r'i2., colrlnrunist takeo'r'er, has been
incluced by 11.t" propaganda of the rulers. Tlre fact of
tlre rnatter is that tl.rere is vgry little difierence betrveen
:r commurlist government ancl the present Indira
Gandhi Government. In domestic and foreign affairs of
the Governrnent, especially lt{rs. Gandhi and Foreign
r\{inister Dinesh Singh are careful not to ofiend tlre
Soviets and active in prornotir.rg their line rvith the
necessary polish. Indian Ocean is becorning a Soviet
sphere of influence u'ith reportedly facilities for Soviet
s'arships having been given in the Andarnans. The
so-called Asian Security Plan lras no greater champion
in the Kremlin, than India's Dinesh Singh. The External
Affairs lvlinistry virtually functions as a s'ing of the
Kremlin. The move to establish an Embassy at Hanoi
in spite of the consistent hostility of that regime to
India is another concrete instance of a foreign policy
nrortgaged to Soviet Russia. As regards Soviet arms
aid to Pakistan, the Government has no guts to raise
any question in national interests. The Defence ancl
Foreign Ministers shuttle back and forth between
Kremlin uncl Delhi like errand boys. r\{rs. Gandhi does
not miss any createcl opportunity to pay hornage to the
Soviet Premier!

\,Irs. Gandhi's economic policy has all the vorvels of
the alphabet of economic policy of commuuists. The
so-called ten-point programrne of AICC, u'hich rvill
lead the country to State capitalism as in communist
countries, can be tracecl in eirrlier coururttttist pirrty
programmes if arryone cares to go through old files of
New Age, CPI official organ. Her close advisers and
er-rthusiastic supporters are communists. CPI's Dange,
N{oscou/s reliable mouthpiece in India, has openll'
<leclarecl support to Mrs. Gandhi, and from time 1o

time publicly warns lrer on the cleviations to be avoid.
ecl.

At this rate, it is oulv ir <luestion of tinrc berf<lre corn-
rnunists openly take over the Govenrment. Nfi's.
Candhi has shouer enough lust for po\\'er to renrain in
<rffice at any cclst to tlrc nation. lt shoulcl not bc a lnattc'r
of sr,rlprise tu see ber' llsai 1:r'1:rr a conrmunist govenr-
rnt'rrt. It is not llolir'ics al<lnt' l liir.h rrrzrlk orrt -\Ils.
Ganclhi's govemrnctrt ils iI ('onlmtrrrist one fol lil
intents rrnd purpost's. \\Ihat is u'<lLsc is tlrat slrt' hirs
introcluc'ecl cor.r.rnrtruist lrt'thods in lucliirr r llolitic's. Tlrc
,1
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rnisuse of official machinen', irtttrcks or.t opponents
throtrgh street lou'clics, stage'-nriuragecl c'r'os'ds "to
corrgrattrlatc' Ircr", nes's rnanilgc,lrlent thlough All-
lndia Rrrrlio. false promises u.hich cannot be fulfilled
( as on birnk rrittionalisation ) ancl telling of blatant lies
ancl cluplicitt', (of t'lrich everrts cluring presidential
elc.ctions irre but one instance )-tlrese are all borrowed
from the politicrrl clictionarv of Lenin, Stalin and Mao.

This then is the pictrrle: Both svndicate and Indi-
cate are outclatecl, the fomer politicallt, and the latter
econon-ricallr'. Thei,' represent obsolescent political
folccs. The fornrer in:rclequate to meet challenges be-
fore the countr\r, the latter not only inadequate but
also hostile to national interests. The challenge before
the natiort is totallv clifferent from the obsolescent
obsessions of botlr camps. It is to modernise the eco-
nomy, give a jolt to it to rnove in the direction of tre-
menclous production ancl productivity of rvhich it is
capable, ancl to become a Super-Porver in the rvorld.
Freedom, prosperitl' ancl national greatness are the
rnanifest clestirry' of Inclia and not political satellitism
and economic stagnation.

The question before tlre nation is so to reconstrnct
political forces as to snuff out from pos'er these
obsolescent forces before thev engulf the nation and
bring about econornic feudalism and political serf-
dom.
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Prime Minister And The Party
ttAtreyatt

n-\HEnE are rn:rny all-India and regionrtl parties in
I Indi". The major all-India parties are the Indian
National Congrcss, Su'atantra, Jana Srrngh, Prajrr Socirr-
list, Samyukta Socialist, Right Communist, Left Com-
munist and Republican. Arnong the regional parties,
rve have the D.N'I.K., Akali Dal etc. A simple fact con-
cerning all these parties is that their leaders have not
declared war on their olvn respective parties to break
it into shambles. All tlie party members and leaders are
rvatching rvith considerable interest the phenomenon
of the Prime Minister of India doing all that she is
forrnidabl,v capable of, using her power and patronage
as the Prime Minister, to wreck the Indian National
Congress, to smash it and fragment it. In so doing, they
also watch the smokescreen of jargons through which
this destruction is done.

The Prime Minister lras coined such expressions as
"Bossism", "Syndicate", "Conservatives", "Reactiona-
ries" to describe her opponents in the palty. By the
constant barrage of character-assassination of her
opponents in the party either by herself or through
her new-found progressive friends, she seeks to advance
her own popularity and denigrate the partv leaders
rvho "dared" to contest her decisions.

It all started decisively in her own mind just prior
to the Bangalore sessioir. Mrs. Ganclhi had ah'^eacly

formed an iceberg type of syndicate in r.vhich the visible
one.third mernbers rvere herself, Fakhltldclin Ali
Ahmed ancl Mr'. Tagjivan Ram. The invisible tu,o-thirds
of the iceberg syndicate consisted of her contmunist-
lining friends donning the respectable mantle of pro-
gressivism. The Prime Nlinister's preciseness was only
to the extent of making a bid for total subservience
to her personality. The so-called I0-point programure
rvas packaged in the form of "Strav Thoughts" u'hich
she chose to rvrite to her intirnirte friend ancl s1'nciicate
rnember, NIr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, and the High
Command of her party rvas supposecl to be honoured
with a carbon cop1, of these "stray thoughts" fol a

serious discussion. She had no candidate in u.rind for'
the Presidentship. She l.ad herself suggestecl Sanjiva
Reddy, the Speaker as the Presiclent. but sulked and
furned u'hen Snnjiva Redclv u'as nominated as the

1ti.rrt1' ciurclirl:rte for Presidentsliip. Shc lost irll her'
sense r.rf icstt'rrirtt, clignitl' of office, ancl laslred out tt
Ircl partv colleagtres, yrrornisinq to "shorv therr" t'hirt
she was capable of. Riqht frorn that tirne, tlris "hellish
frrrv of il \\'ou-llu'l scoltrocl" hns mall,ecl lrel br'haliorrr
throughout. lt rvas not l:c'r' nirtionalisation of brrnks tliat
il'ought forth anv difficulties. It u'as tlre retiiliatolr.
clisn'rissr.l nf lrt'r I)cputv Plirnr' \{irrist.'r' tlilt indiciitecl

her vinclictiveness. Though personalll' manv tears
might not lrave been shed over Mr. N,{orarji Desai trnd
lris disrnissal, the process cirused deep anxiety ancl con-
cern to all rnen concerned with decent nonns of organi-
zational l>ehaviour, and rudimentary disciplines. What
the Prirne tVlinister could do uncelemoniously to a
Deputy Prime Nlinister became frightful when con-
templated in relation to persons of smaller status. The
Prime N'Iinister rnade it abundantly evident that after
the Bangnlore session she rvas going to build a super
sy'ndicate of her ovvn svcophtuts and satellites. The
next move of hers was to play around with the Presi-
dential contest. As IvIr. Sanjiva Reddy now reveals it,
ancl is not denied by tlie Prime rrvlinister, he was made
the scapegoat cynicallv in her unilateral declaration
of rvar against the party High Command. Constant
repetition of the term "syndicate'to portrav the
leaders of the trVorking Cornmittee helped to provide
an imagery in which the Prime Minister appeared as
the innocent victirn of an alleged coteriS of party
hatchetmen. In such a climate, she worked like a
beaver to defeat the party candidate and ensure the
slrccess of trIr. V. V. Giri, the Opposition party candi-
date. After signing the nomination papers of Mr.
Sanjiva Reddy, the Prime Ministel had no qualms of
conscience to cynically peddle conscience-voting and
disrupt Congress Party ranks. What is surprising is
not the f:rct that she succeeded in her disruption, but
the extent of consolidation tlrat the party was still able
to clernonstrate, notwithstanding the massive efiort by
the Prin.re rVlinister to "rule or ruin the party" following
the same strategy that Marxists adopt towards non-
communist organisations.

After the installation of Mr. V. \2. Giri and certifica-
tion of "darling daughtership", the Prime Minister took
rr brc.ai-liing spell to surve)' the scene and assess the
extent of the devastation she had done of the Congress
Party'. She still fotrnd the rnain edifice failly intact.
Then calre the Tamilnad developments. Mr. C.
Subr:rrnaniam resigned from the presidentship of
Tanrilnad Congress in protest at the stance of \4r.
Kamaraj and ranged himself publicly against Karnaraj .

ancl jn favoul of the Prime Nlinister. The Congress Pre-
siclcnt u'as given a note llv the paltv secretariat con-
c'elttirtg thc stirtrrs of \{r. C. Sulrlam:rniam as il meln-
bc'r of thc Working Cornmittee aftel his resignation.
Earlier tlre Prinre \'linister ar.rd lrel syndicate had re-
solted to tlre teclrnique of "Zinoveiv Letters" to.
rvliqqlr. rrrrt of thcir c.onrnritr-ncnt to srrl"lport Saniiva
Redclv. 'fhe "Zinoveiv Letters" werc a non-existent
phirntom invokecl lnci used t<l cltrrnn the opponents
irntl. tftel thc dalragc hrrt.l lrccn suc'c't,ssfullv clorte.
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a<lnrittecl ruefulh, that tbey clicl not exist. To ensure
Sanjiva Reddr"s clefeat, the Prinre \,Iinister'.s svndicate
resorted to tlre charge that the Congress President had
sought the assistance of Jana Sangh ancl Srvatantra.
After poor Sanjiva Reddl'rvas clefeatecl and the Con-
gress President pinned dos'n the accusers to prove
their accusation, the Prime N'{inister's synclicate, Iike
the cirts that hacl srvallou'ecl the cauaries, smugly re-
plied that thev uright have'been mistaken! In the same
\\'ir)', \\'lrell the Subramaniam episode developed, the
Prime \linister ancl her s1'ndicate felt this could be
rrsed as an opportr-rnity 1o trot"ae the High Command
leaders furtlrer. Earlier, nnder Chavan's initiative, a
"Unity" resolution had been adopted. At that time, the
Prin.re Minister was verv uncomfortable rvith Chavan
and Sukhaclia lining up with the party leaders. The
Subramaniam episode was now utilised to project
another "Zinoveiv letter" t,vpe of incident. Chavan and
Sukhadia fell neatlf into this trap and s'ithout re-
taining any options for himself, his base and his bar-
gainihg power, Cl.ravan caved in and becarne a part
of the Prime Minister's s1'ndicate in the only rvav and
in the only terms he could be admitted, namely as a
s1'cophant or satellite.

In the rneantime, the Prime lvlinister summarily in-
lorrned four junior \Iinisters that she s'anted their re-
.signations, on the Iines of her treatment of l\,Iorarji
Desai. While doing this crassest form of hatchetry,
and dictatorial bossism, she successfully unleashed a
thick srnoke-screen acctrsing the Congress Partv
leaclcrs of "bossisnr" ancl juxtaposecl "bossisrn" u'ith
"<lernocritc\,". In an exclusive iuten'ieu' to the Italian
Cornnrtrnist Partv jorrrnal L'Unita, the Prime lUinister
saicl that the present political struggle was not a per-
sonal btrt a policf issue, "betlyeen socialism and c'n-
servative forces". "\4ften I nationalised the 14 largest
banks, a vi<llenl canrpaign against nre insttrntly \l'as
unleashed in the big privately-ou'necl nervspapers. The
stnrggle is not easr"', she said.

\\/ith the clair.rrs slre rnade of maximum follorving
amongst the Congress Partv rank-ancl-file delegates,
the rnost elementary thing the Prime \{inister slrould
have done as a clemocrat s'as to attencl the duly-c<ln-
stituted Working Committee and AICC meetings ancl
trsing her majority overthrou' the "conservative"
leaclership. Her refrrsal to do this indicates manv
things eloquently. The first is lrer conternpt for clenro-
c'r'irtic procecltrres ancl a nrc.ferencc' for cottp de etot or-r

thc lirrcs of hcr illarxist fricncls. Evcn nrole iurportant
ilran this is tlrc' cle'r irorrstratecl fac.t that tlre Prime
\Iirristcl lras unilt'r't:.rkerr on to lrersclf the suprcnre nncl
lristoric' nrissiorr of clt'rnolishilg tlre Oouglt'ss Prrrtr, :urti
,rtr its asltes. so to srrl'. brrilcl hc'rsclf rrp as tlr<'ueu'
Inclian Recleerler, iu thc snnre pattclrr irs tlrc rlcposcrl
Kri'amc Nknrnralr.
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The manner in lyhich an ilnportant memlter.of the
Prinre trIinister's syndicate stoocl exposecl in the Rajya
Sabha over filing of tax lettrms and tlre stucliecl silence
of the Prime \{inister :rncl her colleagrre invoh'ed in
this, the futile attenrpt of Mr. P. C. Sethi to pass on
everything to the rnutc irnd aDonyrnous Iucome-tax
Officer, represerrtecl tl-re levels of cvnicisrn to rvhich
the Prime l\,Iinister and her syndicate had sunk. \\rhat-
ever might have been the shortcornings of her father,
Jas'aharlal u'ould never consciously put up rvith such
lorv standarcls.

India is on the threshold of nerv political develop-
ments, manv of thern Iikely to be convulsive. The only
thing that can be said in favour of the Prime lr4inister
is that by demonstrating the highest degree of cynicism
and Blitz-certified hatchet politics, she has provided
valuable empiric evidence of what anarchic politics
can be. Slie has demonstrated eloquently u'hat a pre-
vieu' of N'Iarxist take-over can be like in tenns of treat-
ment of those rvho rnay not support ruling hatchet-rnen.
She has contributed to political education as touch-
ingly referred to in the statement by NIr. Bakar
Ali Mirza, lW.P. from Telengana. She hers demonstra-
ted the art of political power play to uren who
believed gullibly that politics meant mere counting of
heads and party manifestoes. She has contribnted to
spell out the issues more clearly. Politics will be less
hypocritical after all these developments. For this un-
conscious contribution, the Prime N{inister deserves
plaudits. Her group alone can be called the real
"svndicate" bec:ruse it consists of total confonnists
and sycophants. Tfre alleged s;'ndicate consists of
divergent men rvith divergent views, ideologically
comprising of right, centre and left. The only issue on
rvhich tlre High Command members are united is the
pleservation of the party. After expulsion of the
Prime \,Iinister, the party had differences over whether
Dr. Ranr Subhag Sirrgh shotrld be rnacle the leadcr or
\{r. \Iorarji Desai. Suclt democratic choice cannot Lre

available irr thc Prime \''Iinisterial carnp. T/rnf is the
real syndicate and real Bossism indeed!
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'Ih e Cerrna n Mira cle
Arvind A. Deshpande

rFO the u'orld outsicle the clefeat of the Christian
t Democrats, Der Alte's (Dl. Konrad Aclenauer's)

partl', in the recent election in \\lest Germany, is almost
a political rniracle or, shall we say, a prelude to a
rniracle yet to come, though the Germans themselves
expected this. The victory of the Social Democrats
ancl tlre Free Democrats has been u'elcomed every-
where and the enthusiasm it has generated compares
to a degree rvith the enthusiasm the rvorld at large
shorved when the late President John Kennedy took
over the U.S. administration with his "Nelv Frontiers-
rnen". For the first time the German election has
capttrred popular imagination. Dr. Konrad Adenauer's
rule rvas like the rule of a grandfather in a family in
rvhich the young could hardly be interested, even if the
grandfather was conpared rvith Bismarck. Dr. Erhard
u'as respected but then all talk centred round econo-
mics in his days. Then follou'ed sheer boredom, relieved
occasionally by the East German Government's antics.

And now comes the brave "Berliner" Herr \\/illy
Brandt rvho talks of a "New Germany". All those rvho
believe in liberalism, social justice and democracy
could not have rvished for a better combination or
coalition-the Social Democrats and the Free Demo-
crats. Horv nice it would be if one had such a coalition
in India at the helm of affairs! Any rvay, in Germanl',
apart from Herr Brandt, there are many new and
popular men in government, such as Herr Walter
Scheel, a familiar and respected name to Liberals all
over tlre lvorld, Professor Dahrendorf of Konstanz
Universitl', a brilliant sociologist and politician, Herr
\\/ehnel and others.

For long the national interests and arnbitions of
the Gelman people have been allor.ved to operate
rvithiu the rigid framervork of European integration
and military alliances. Now it appears. West Germairy
is irbout to begin an earnest search.for its os'n cletente.
Herr Branclt has since 1966 been in favour of an
atternpt to nomralise relations rvith the Iron Curtain
countries. FIe ti'ill no$l press his ideas more vigorousll'.

\\/est Gennany is the pivot cottntry and the most
:rclvtrnced econorny in Europe. Almost all the coun-
tries in Europe including the U.S.S.R. have always
been afraicl of the Ceman nationalism, though, as
Chancellor Blanclt has saicl, Germany had given up
tlre iclea of irclrievinli thc kincl of t'orlcl power in the
olcl sense of the ternr, s'ith the military attributes ancl
so on. Rut nou' there is a hopeful rreu' mood. In fact,
Polaucl 'rr,lrich strffeletl nost urrcler Nazi occupation
lrirs alleach, strrrteri lesponcling to tlre overtures of Helr
-Brrtnclt. ijven the Soviet Llnion, rl'hich blancled evely
reginrc irr \\'cst Gcmriruy as rt neo-Nirzi reginre, has
takc'n ir u.trit ancl see irl)pro:iclr. Thc.n thc're is tlrirt talk

about European security rvhich implies dissolution of
the NATO alliance and the ultirnate u'itl.rdrau'al from
Europe of the U.S.A., rvhich is n'hat the Soviet Union
has been u'orking at for yeals. General De Gaulle had
helpecl them in this to a large extent but as I have
maintained earlier, not France but Germany is the key
factor in European politics.

Many Americans and \\rest European politicians
understandably vierv Herr Brandt's attempt to find "an
opening to the East" rvith suspicion. But rvasn't all
this inevitable? The nerv rnood of isolationism in the
U.S.A. and its keen desire to improve relations with the
U.S.S.R. should naturally result in West Germany
working for its own detente. It rvould, however, be
wrong to consider the new policy of Herr Brandt and
Herr Scheel as a reaction to the U.S. or for that matter,
the British or the French desire to come to terms with
the U.S.S.R. It really comes from the nerv mood
of self-confidence and self-assurance in Bonn. The
Germans have not been anti-American as the French
have been. France, U.K. sometimes are too sentimen-
tal about their culture but the Germans have shotvn
greater realism and more dignity after the war though
they are also very proud of their culture and achieve-
ments, and feel deeply on the German uniftcation
question. In fact this sense of self respect and digniiy
rvill probably lead to a bettel appreciation by others of
the Gerrnan question. Herr Brandt will succeed in
this u'ithout giving the impression of anti-Americanisrn
or plo-Communism like General De Gaulle. The modi-
fication of the Hallstein doctrine brings back memories
of the late President Kennedy's change of policy
torvards the third world.

It might be asked rvhy Herr Brandt is so keerr on
coming to terms rvith the Communists. No one can
doubt his commitment to democracy and freedom.
And one cannot denl' tlx1 there are great ancl exciting
p.-rssibilities in his :rtternpt to bring East Eulope closer
to the \\,'est. Tlre tu'o Gennarlys are destined to comc
together'. It is also equally true tlrat tlre Corrmunists
iu East Germany rvill be the last to reconcile them-
selves to a united Germanl' u,hich rvill only strengthen
the cause of freedom and democracy. So it is quite
possible that tlre erstrvhile Mayor of West Bellin may
have in this process, to give up \\/est Berlin to East
Gerrnany to get back the u'hole of East Gelrnany later.
r\t the momerrt no one in Gerrnany, not even Chancel-
lor Branclt, can breatlit' this kincl of thouglrt to himself.
In irnl-case all thosc u'lto rvish lvell of all the Gerrnilns
sLotrki lrt, lritppl. iibout tlresc lcri. clcreloprrrcrris etrrtl

prosirr'cts ancl about thc slou' but sr,rre march of the
Ccrnrans tollitlcls their niltural destinr'.



PARALLEL FRONI CEYLON

n/fRS. SIRIN'IA B.{NDARANAIKE, leacler of the
lvlgnnq5;1ion in Ce1,lon, believes there is a parirllel
betrveen the problerns u'hiclt have been cortfronting
Prime \{inistel NIrs. Inclira Gandhi in Incliir recentll'
and those she herself facecl before her fall from ofEce
as Prernier of Ce1'lon. N{rs. Bandari.ruaike publicly ex-
pressed her tl'roughts on this subject in an article an-
titled "Indira has to keep vigil on the Frontiers of
Freedom", published some rveeks ago in the Ceylon
Dni\1 Neu,s.

N{rs. Bandarau:rike's motive in taking the unusttal
colrrse of rvriting such an article is certainly linked
rvith the fact that the next general elections in Ceylon
are due to be held next August. She no cloubt hopes
that by clrarving a parallel betrveeu herself and N{r's.

Gandhi at a time when lvlrs. Gandhi is in porver and
embarking, in an atmosphere of lrigh optimism, on atl
alliance with the left, she will raise her stock rvith the
electorate in Ceylon and make her ou'n alliances accept-
able even though thel' provec\ so disastrous to her irt
the last elections.

There was also a feeling of euphoria in Ce)'lon u'hen
in June 1964 Mrs.rBandaranaike, then Prime lvlinister'
and leader of the "middle path" Sri Lauka Freedorn
Party, joined in coalition vvith the Trotskyist Lanka
Samajist Party ( LSSP ) and appointed one of its
leaders, Dr. N. \I. Pererir, to be lvlitrister of Finance.
This move followecl rvhat l.rad been a period of decline

iurcl unpopularity fol the Governr.nent and it looked
like a drarnatic atten)pt to stimulate gropular c'nthu-
siasrn.

Eveu the potentiirl victirns of the ne*' policies re-
joiced, or irt leirst interpreted thern optirnisticalll', ancl
refused t<l be shaken l>y mass demonstratiolrs orga-
nizecl bl' LSSP rvhich \\,ere rneant to warn the "reac-
tionaries", Business circles rvelcornecl "bolcl leader-
ship" at last. Others saicl that socialist measures wel.e
norv going to be in the hands of people who believecl
in sociirlism, and public expectations lose.

At first the Nlarxist ministers avoided provocative
staternents ancl actions, but Dr. Perera's budget in
Jul;- soon gave them arvay u'ith its doctrinaire and
blatautly anti-private-enterprise provisions. Disillu-
sion, heightened by the minister's failure to bring about
any reduction in the cost of living and the renewal of
laborrr unrest, had already set in by March 1965 lead-
ing to Mrs. Bzurdaranaike's defeat at the general elec-
tions in that rnonth.

The Ce.ylon Daily N ews at the tirne ( 26 N4arch 1965 )
thought that the "greatest single factor" responsible
for this "rvas the threat to denrocracy, stability and
tlre maintenance of law and order her regime posed-
primarily because it lvas swayed by her Marxist
colleagues, those who had been invited as "partners"
ancl endecl up by threatening to swallou'up the SFLP
and the rvhole country trs lvell".

-Src'iss Prcss Reoieu; ctnd News Report
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The glaring "eye " of thc
Cobalt Bomb helps fight
cancer, It's one of the
many modern vveapons
used in the world-wide
crusade against this dread
disease. In India too, the
battle is on. Research is

helping find a cure for
cancer. But research costs
money. A lot of it, in fact.
You can help with your
mite. Every rupee you give
will help develop new
medicines, new techniques
to help savc lives.

GTVE TO CONQUER CANCER.
i"-.i i""-o"t.iuuiion to TH[' INDIAN
CANCUR SOCIETY, Hospital Avcnuc'
Parel, Bonrbay r r.
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Rerne rrrbcr, .anccr rs curable if detectc<l carlv. 1VATCH FOR 'I't{ESE DAn-GER SIGNALS :

r- Ariy so,c llral docs nor lrcall z. A lurrrp or tlrickcnurg rrr-thc brcast or cl:e$hcrc/3-Unusual
blcedinc or tlrsclargc/ 4 r\nv eh;rnge rn irvart or rrrole/ 5. Persisteot iodigestiolr.or dimculty in
rwallor.rrrc/ 6. Per"irrerit lr,tar\cilcs; or cutrglt/ ?. r\lry (l,.rtrge rn normal bowcl habis. If yqu
notrcc ritof rhcsc 7 Drngrr Srgoals<onsult a doctor,\'l' ONCE'



Peaceful Transition To Communism ?
V. B. Karnik

ACTICS of cornmurtist parties change frorn time
to tirne accorcling to the needs of the internatior.ral

cornnrrrnist rnovefireut, though the goal alu'a),s re-
mains the same, namell', corntnunisation of the cout.ttn,
concerned. Dr. Fic's booko deals extensively rvith
<lcclarations on tactics acloptecl b1, 1h" Comnrunist
Party, sf Inclia in the period between 1951 and 1958
encling rvith the fifth congress of tl-re party held in
Arnritsar in April 1958 'ivhere the fir-ral decision s'as
taken ou the tactic of peaceful transition to Com-
munism. According to tlre author, the partl' was mov-
ing in that direction from 1951 onwalds u,hen the so-
called Ranadive line of armed revolt rvas droppecl
aftel very disastrous experience.

The book deals only rvith published declarations
of the party and party leaders fiom which extensive
quotations are given practically on every page. In that
respect it will serve as a useful reference book to all
those who de.sire to study those declarations. It does
not, however, deal with the actions of the party or
party lvorkers which are alu'ays a much more reliable
guide to its intentions and designs. It does not also
deal rvith the submerged part of the iceberg consist-
ing of secret notes and messages and confabulations
which give many a time a difterent meaning and direc-
tion to published declarations. For example, the
Madurai Congress of the party held in December 1953
aclopted a resolution on the political situation. On the
surface it rvas an innocuous resolution. But its real
rneaning u'as cleal to those rvho knerv of the seclet
document "the tactical line" brought by the leaders
frorn N{oscorv and macle available to a select fes' ir-r

the partl'. It is, no doubt, difficult to get these rnaterials.
But the fact that they exist should make one wonder
if the published declarations tell the full story.

The fact that stands out through the book is the
complete subservience of the Indian party to the
dictates of Moscow. The left adventurist Ranadive line
s'as acloptecl in 1948 in pursuance of the Zaclnov
thesis. It rvas abandoned in 1951 on the basis of advice
receivecl through Rajani Pahne Dutt. Later, the line
of peaceful transition rvas adopted in accordance rvith
the decisions taken at the tu'entieth congress of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union. The changing
conditions in the international communist movement,
no\\' representecl by tl.re tu'o rival centres of l\{oscorv
and Peking, are exerting a constirnt pressrlre upon tl-re

line. The exercise of pressure is easv l'ro\\/ as leaclers
of the Corninunist Part1, e1 Inrlia go to Rtrssia, China
arrd <lther cornmtruist countries r-r1an\' a time for one
r'('Ason or irnother, not t'xcltrdir.rg nredic'irl treatnrent.

o Peut'eftil 7'runsition to Contntrtnirnt itt Itulitt. \'ictor \[. Fi<.
Naclrikettr Ptrlrlictrtions, Rs. 50.

The tactic of perrcefr-rl transition that is norv in ope-
lation rrccorcling to the clecisions of the trventieth
congrciss of the CPSU as elaborated by the Declaration
of 1957 ancl the Staternent of 1960 does not exclude
non-parliamentary mass stnlggle. As a matter of fact
ther Dec'lirrirtion of 1957 calls trpon Cornrnunists to
:'transform Parliament from an instrument sen'ing the
class interests of the bourgeoisie into an instrurnent
serving tlre rvorking people, launch a non-parliamen-
tarv mass struggle, smash the resistance of the reac-
tionarv forces ancl create the necessary conditions for
petrceful realization of tlre socialist revolution." It
states further: "In the event of the ruling classes re-
sorting to r.'iolence against people, the possibility of
non-peaceful transition to socialism should be borne
in mind. Leninisrn teaches, and experience conffrms,
that the ruling classes never relinquish power volun-
tarilr,. In this case the degree of bitterness and the
lbrms of the class stmggle rvill depend not so much
on the proletariat as on the resistance put by the
reactionarv circles to the rvill of the ovenvhelming
urajority of the people". To make the position clearer
trvo Russian authors state in an authoritative manner:
"No N4arxist expects to achieve the victory of socialism
solely rvith the help of the ballot box; rvhat is meant
is broad revolutionary actions of masses outside parlia-
ment, the class stmggle inevitable everywhere which,
under deffnite conditions, may lead to the utilization
of parlianrent for the peaceful development of the
socialist levolution. . . ." Indian democrats should feel
higlrly obliged to Dr. Fic for bringing out this hidden
meaning of the tactic of peaceful transition. What is
happening in Bengal and Kerala is a faithftrl imple-
rnentation of that real meaning of the tactic.

\{inisters and other dignitaries of the Government
of India feel highy elated at the praises that Russian
rlrlers slrorver upon them and at the red carpet recep-
tions that thev receive rvhen they go to that country.
Thel's'ill be rvell-aclvisecl to bear in mind the following
observations of Dr. Fic: "While the Kremlin praised
Inclia ancl her prerlier in the banquet halls, Russian
rrncl Chinese theorists cast a difterent light upon them
in tlreir u'ritings. Looking at them through the prism
of \Iarxist dialectics they q'onti6ered thern as tempo-
rarv allies u'ho at tlre rnoment play a vital role in the
Kremlin's grand strategl', but u'hose usefulness rvould
shortlv be outlived. Accorclingll', \{oscou' must be
reatly to recognize suclt a molnent as soon as it arrives
to throrv its support behind the commtrnist party.
u'hich irls'avs has been for thc Kremlin the otrh, and
tnre represextative of the Intlian people".

In tJrt' latter part of thc hook I)r'. Fic' h:rs discrrssc'cl

the problerns of Sino-So'r'iet iensions and their irnpact
(Cnntinrtarl on l-tnat' l1 \



Rev ieu) s
Fundamental Rights and Arnendrnent of tlrc
lndian Constitution

S. P. Sathe, University of Bourbay, Rs. 4.

\trIAR-DRUMS between lovers of freedom and
Y Y dernocracl' on one part and fanatics of totali-

trrrianism and dictatorship on the other part are beat-
ing louder and louder everyda1,. The latter are daily
becoming more assertive and aggressive and are
readying themselves to smother our nascent demo-
cracy.

In India, democracy is the deliberate choice of a
few. It has been institutionalized in the form of our
Constitution, the corner stone of rvhich is the Funda-
mental Rights. It has yet to become a living thing for
large sections of our people. As it'is put in practice,
especially in the context of the backwardness of our
country and the nerv dynamism of social, political.
economic and cultural developments, it produces
stresses and strains, pulls and pressures.

The present controversy regarding the nature of
the Fundamental Rights as enshrined in the Consti-
tution and the question whether thev are inviolable
and whether Parliament has got the right to take away
or abridge them has brought to the fore several far-
reaching issues.

The majority decision of the Supreme Court in the
case of Colak Nath o. State of Puniab in February 1967,
reversing its earlier decisions in Slrunkari Prasad a.
Union of lndia, 195I, and Saiian Si,ngh o. State of
Raiasthan, 1965, lias denied to Parliament the right
to take away or abridge Fundamental Rights. Shri
Nath Pai's Bill to amend the Constitution seeks to
reverse that decision. Major political parties are
divided on this issue. The Congress, P.S.P., and C.P.I.
sulrport the Bill, while the Swatantra Party and the'lan Sangh oppose it. The controversv has tirken an
acute form and iu course of time it may become a hot
issue for mass agitation.

At this juncture,'dispassionate and scholarly opinion
of an academician is very welcome for a balanced
undelstanding of the issues. Dr. S- P. Sathe of the
Department of Law, University of Bombay, has
rendered service in this context by writing a thought-
provoking and erudite treatise on the problem. His
rnonograph is a valuable reference book fol all those
concernecl lvitlr the future of dernoclacy. He has
examinecl fiom thc stirndpoint of constitutional t}reory'
and plar:ticc tlrc. nrajor inirltictrlate premise <lf the
trirnscenclentirl nirtrrr'<. of Frrnclirrnental Riqhts ancl thcir
inviolable natnrc on udtich legal int<:rpletrrtion of the,

Suprenre Clourt rvas posited ar-rd tlre interpret:rtittn
itself. I'Ie lras also rrssessc<l tlrc in.rplicirtions of the
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postulates l:rid clown b1' the Supleme Court for future
constitutionrrl developrnents. He has further discussed
various problems dealing .ivith the scope and power
of Parliament to amend the Constitution, the doctrine
of prospective over-ruling, the nature of Fundamental
Rights rrnd the ultin.rate sanction for the surt'ival of
democracy.

The author is of the opinion that rights of various
natures incorporated in the Constitution should not
be treated in a rigid manner aucl that they are always
subject to changing human conditions. So Parliament
:rs the tribune of the people has got the inherent right
to amend all provisionr of th" Constitution includlng
the Fundamental Rights. Horvever, rvhile amending
the Constitution including the Rights, the ideas of
indiviclual freedom, secularism and egalitarianism and
the values snch as liberty, justice, equality and frater-
nity should not be rvatered dolvn by any constitutional
amendment. This limitation is, however, only a rule
of political morality and its sanction lies not in the
judicial process but in the good sense of the people,
vigilance of public opinion and rationt'rl and scientiffc
outlook of the people.

The author emphasizes the point that, since the hold
of the Congress is waning as shown by the Fourth
General Election and as more and more States are
ruled by non-Congress Governments, the country will
experience a period of increasing instability; there will
be greater pulls and pressures and tensions from
various directions. In such an eventuality, Parliament
may not be able to function as the sole guardian and
rvatchdog of the Fundamental Rights of the people.
So the Supreme Court as the lawful guardian of the
constitution rvill have to play an increasingly assertive
role. From that angle, the decision it Golnk Ncth's
case will go a long way to preserve the ideals and
values of the democratic systenr. trIoreover, orle can
say that the Constitution itself provides sufficient
scope for a more liberal and broader interpretation of
Fundamental Rights so as not to interfere with the
trirnsformation of societv in tl.re clesired democratic
clilection.

The monograph avoids legal jargon and cliches so

as to make it easily readable. It contains at the end a
nice snmmarv of the basic contentions of the author
and also a list of the cases on basic constihrtional
problems in our countly and abroad and a bibliography.

M. B. SHen

The Strateg7 of Food and Agriculture in lndia
Eclitetl by \r. R. \lrrtalik DcsLri, Ltlvani Pul>lislrilrg Hotrsc,
Rs. 22.50.

Tht llook is lr collection of essavs on the impoltant
problem of foocl irnd irgrictrltule. The essays arc
vyritten bv eminent acadernici:rns. Thev give a comple-
lrensivc pic'trrre of tlre plol'rlcnr. Rui sotrtt.hori' the col-
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lection misses the point. One would have liked it to
suggest the strategy to be pursued for tackling the
problem or at least to assess in an objective manner
the utility of the various measures adopted in the last
few years. A good deal is being talked about the
"green revolution". A discussion of its prospects and
possibilities would have been very welcome.

The book begins with a disctusion of the food
problem. The discussion leads to the following con-
clusion formulated by Dr. Mutalik Desai at the end of
his contribution: "the problem of food in India has
different dimensions. The availability of food is at the
outset low in quantity and dietary. The defective
distribution system and political pulls have enhanced
the crisis as well as prices. The food problem in India
is mainly due to the slow growth of food production,
low yield, malnutrition, under-nourishment, controlled
distribution, wastages, food habits, rising prices and
most important is the-gbsence of a national Food
Policy".

The book then takes up for consideration the pro-
blem of agriculture. While stressing the importance
of agriculture in any plan for economic development,
Dr. Rau has given a rapid review of thinking on land-
ownership from the ancient to modern times. Theie
are then chapters on land reforms, sprinkler irrigation"
marketing, and research and training. Th"y provide
a good deal of information which will be of use to
students.

K.V.B.

Betueen the Lines

Kuldip Nayar, Alliecl Publishers, Rs. 16.

ll[R. KULDIP NAYAR is an eminent iournalist. He
rYr had unrivalled opportunities of seeing things
from inside and at close quarters as the Press Officer
of late N.Ir. Govind Vallabh Pant and late Mr. Lal
Bahadur Shasbi. The book is a vivid record of what
Mr. Nayar observed and noted from that vantage
position.

The book begins with the struggle for succession
thal began immediately after Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru's death and ends with a diary of developments
during the Chinese invasion that the author had kept.
In between there are chapters on the language contro-
versy, devaluation and relations with tht U.S.S.R.
There is nothing startlingly new in the information
supplied by the book. But it is always interesting to
watch the process of decision-making and to know f,ow
the various personalities involved in it behaved from
time to time. Mr. Nayar's book provides that inside
view of about half a dozen or so decisions of national
importance taken during the last few years. That will
|9 its appeal to stuclents of contemporaiy Inclian afiairs.

N,D.

Letter to the Dditon

Literacy and Franchise
Sir,

-fhe unsettled state of affaits in most of the States
makes one ponder over the causes and consequ-
ences of this chaotic condition. It is evident that poli-
tical reforms have out-run literary and economic
conditions in India. The orderly progress of parlia-
mentary democracy in Westem counlries hal been
primarily due to the gradual progress of enfranchise-
ment keeping pace with the progress of literacy and
development of economic con-ditions. Adult franchise
was introduced in India rvhen the percentage of liter-
acy was only 14. It was a hazardous experiment. Time
has proved the risks involved. Though literacy has in-
creased to 35 per cent since Independence it cannot
be said that it is yet safe for democracy. Nearly 350
millions, mostly adults, are illiterates still. Thgy are
also poor. So they easily become a prey to all kinds of
wild propaganda designed to mislead them and secure
their votes.

In spite of the great drive for the spread of litelary
the percentage of increase during the two decades of
Independence is only 2,0 per cent or one per cent per
year. This is far from satisfactory. The best incentive
for the literacy driye will be to revise the franchise
and base it on a literacy qualiffcation. It \{rill induce
people to acquire literacy which in turn will contri-
bute to the stability of political thought and action.
With literacy so low as at present among the voters, a
successful working of parliamentary democracy is well
nigh impossible. The unrest at all levels of society
does not auger well for the working of our democratic
Constitution. If things are allowed to proceed in this
chaotic manner people will seek security of life and
property in other forms of administration. Let us there-
fore boldly adopt a franchise based on literacy instead
of merely on age.
Ernakulam
November 9

E. P. V,c,ncrsn
Advocate

(Continued ftom page 9)

upon the policies of the Communist Party of India.
He has referred in brief to the split in &e party. The
topic, however, is so important that it merits fullscale
discussion which was not possible as the book stops
at 1959. Since then many things have happened and
to that extent the book is dated. All the same, it will
be useful to scholars who desire to trrour over commu-
nist writings and ascertain their exact implications.
The line of peaceful co-existence or of peaceful transi-
tion to Communism suits the present interests of Russia
as a nation-State. Horv far it will serve the cause of
Communism and how far, in the teeth of opposition
from China, Russia rvill find it possible to impose it
upon communist parties in Asia and Africa is an en-
tirely different matter'. Dr. Fic has neither raised nor
discussed that issue of great relevance to the contern-
porary political sittration.

{U
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With Many Voices
Moans round with many voices. come. -Th"l"f.l'Tis not too late to seeli a newer world."

-Tenngsoa.

Murders, violent clashes, Iooting, gherao and forci- The stage is being set for the rlescent of mobocracy
ble occupation of land have become the order of the on India.
day in West Bengal.

-Ajoy Nlukherjee. Chief lvlinister,
lnrlian' Express, November 12.

-Frank Nloraes, Indian Erpress, November 17.

It is still more than fourteen years to 1g84, but there
is already something unmistakably Orwellian about
the Indian scene.

-Inder Malhotra, Statesnrun, November 17.
In spite of the crisis, and the almost calamitous

knocks, the Congress era is nowhere near the end.

-D. K. Rangnekar, Economic Times,
November 14.

We belong to the W*t. B"t we have to make our
contribution in trying to reduce tensions betrveen West
and East.

-Willy Brandt, West German Chanc'ellor,
Time, November 14.

Inaction, thy name is the Home Ministry of India!

-Sraaraiga, November 15.

To defend India's attempted presence at Rabat in
the name of secularism is to make nonsense of that
c'oncept.

-Thought, November 15.

The expulsion of Alexander Solzhenitsyn from the
Russian Union of Writers last week was, like most
assaults by dictators on artists, at once sinister and
farcical.

-Obserccr ( l,ondon ), November 16.

To the Editor,
Fnmoou Frnsr,
C,/o Democratic Research Service.

127, I{ahatma Gandhi Road,
Bombay l.

Please enrol ,ne as a subscriber to Fnreooru Frnsr.

I rcmit the annual subscfiption of Rs. 5.00

Name: .

Address:

Signahrre

For fffty years now society in the U.S.S.R. has been
living under the law of caste and privilege, having in
essence installed a caste system.

-Svetlana Allilueva, Opinion, November 18.

Hinduism has two great qualities - tolerance and
absorption.

-K. Subha Rao, White Sfa4 November lg6g.

They are all socialists now of some brand or other.

-Economic Times, November 18.

Mrs. Gandhi has shown
votes; she has yet to prove
nation's resources.

-Shamlal, Titnes of Indin, November 20.

Disser.rt is perrnissible, brrt larv ancl orcler nrrrst lr
maintained.

-Davicl Larvrence, U.S. Neru.s &Worlcl Report,
November 24.

Mrs. Indira Gandhi will now head a sort of un-
declared United Front of her splitter Congressmen,
rvith DII{K,- Akalis, \luslirr League arrd a sprinkling
of Inclependents.

-I\[arch of the Natiott, November 22.

To wreck a dominant political party in a democracy
means only two things: chaos and national crises.

-Current, Novernber 22.

I

I

the
the

that she can
that she can

mobilise
mobilise

Srnt. Candhi ha.s given A new face to her Congress.
Brrt it is not enouglr. What is required is a new sorrl
rvhich rvill make all the difierence.

-lanala, November 93.
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