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The Need for an Alliance
S. V. Eaiu

rnHE leadership of the Ruling Congress and Mrs.
f In lit" Gandhi in particular must be chuckling

rvith delight. For, the Congress(O) is ffnding itself
at sixes and sevens over the issue of cooperation with
democratic oplnsition parties. To add to its oonfusion
is the revival of that red herring - Congress unity.
There appear to be three distinct pulls in the Con-
gress ( O ). Those who are in favour of a "grand alliancd'
or "consolidation" of nationalist and democratic
parties and groups; those who favour a kind of
irebulous, amorphous grouping in the nature of an
S.V.D., and those who would like to see the two Con-
gresses reunited minus perhaps the controversial
l-eaders in both the parties. But there is hardly any
one in the Congress(O) who thinks in terms of 

-going

it alone.
The Congress(O) Working Committeds resolution

of November 12 authorising its President to evolve t}e
rlecessary mechanism for "achieving the maximum
understanding for united action by all democratic
parties to meet ihe challenge to democracy" is nattt-
ially neither ffsh nor fowl. As the Special Conespon-
dent of tlrre Hind.u (November 18) observed: 'The
resolution seems to satisfy all sections in the Party.
Those who had opposed the move for a joint front in
Parliament may feel satisffed by the absence of any
speciftc reference to this issue in this resolution' At the
sime time it does not rule out the President deciding to
give a formal shape to the arrangement under which
the Congress(O) and other Opposition parties co-
operating with each other in Parliament at present."

The Working Committee's Resolution of November
12, is a far cry frorn their own AICC's call only five
months earlier on June 28 for the "consolidation of
national democratic forces to repel the threat of com-

munist strhversion ancl communal vims" so as to open
up "the path of ordered progress resulting in a richer
and better life for dur people." This consolidation,
u'ent on the AICC resolution entitled. Tlre Political
Crisis, "becomes one of the primary tasks of the O<ln-

gress." The long preamble to the rcsolution made it

clear beyond all doubt that the threat to the country's
freedom and its democratic institutions came from the
policies pursued by the Congress(R).

Appealing "to all nationalist, democratic and socialist
parties, groups and individuals in the country to co-
operate in this effort both in Parliament and outside",
the resolution listed the issues "which should provide
a meeting ground for all democrats and patriots",
namely,
'(a) the unity and security of In&a;
(b) the defence of the constitutional liberties of the

people and preservation of democratic institu-
tions;

(c) the maintenance of law and order; and
( d ) establishment of a secular society based on

principles of social and ecpnomic justice and
equaUty of status and ensuring effective oppoi-
tunity to all to earn livelihood and attain a basic
minimum standard of living."

After adopting such a clear and unarnbiguous reso-
lution which was welcomed by the Swatantra Party
and the Jana Sangh and even by the B.K.D., which was
then collaborating with the Congless(R) in Uttar
Pradesh (and which, though seeing virtue in the re-
solution, declined to respond on the peculiar ground
that it was aimed at the Congress(R) and particularly
Ir.Irs. Indira Gandhil), the central leadership of the
Congress(O) found that it had raised a hornet's nest.
The Congress(O) leadership in States like Mysore and
Gujarat where they ruled rushed to make it clear that
they could not align with the Jana Sangh and Swa-
tantra Parry. So did some leaders at Delhi who felt
that the "socialist" image of the Congress(O) should
not be tarred by the "communal" and "reactionary"
labels of the Jana Sangh and Swatantra.

Really speaking, the internal difrerences within the
Congress(O) can be attributed to the fact that the
Congress split last year was not basically ideological,
though in the ffrst days of the split many did think
so. Those who welcomeci the split did so in the belief
that at last the countly could look forward to the
emergence of a genuine three or four party system
where the differences between the parties wotrld be
in substance and not merely in shade and rvhere the
electorate would for the ffrst time have a genuine
choice before it. Their hopes rvere soon belied when
at Ahmedabad, the Congress(O) session vied with the
Congress(R) in radiealisrn. The spirit pervading that
session appeared to be "anything Mrs. Gandhi can do,
\\'e can clo better". Not having been in the opposition,
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the Congless(O) delegates forgot that without power
all their radical slogans rvere just so much hot air.

It did not take thern long to lealise tl-ris and gears
were, to some extent, reversed. The result rvas the
kind of attitude taken by the Cougress(O) on issues
like the Privy Purses etc.

What did the "Grand Alliance" or "Consolidation"
of nationalist and clemocratic parties envisage? In
Parliament, it rvould have meant a common bloc rvith
a commou leader and it conrmon discipline. The Srva-
tantra Party and the Jana Sangh publicly concedecl
the right of the leader of the Congress(O) to be tlie
leader of the bloc with the leaders of the constituent
parties being deputy leaders. Outside Parliament it
meant a democratic front at tlie national level u,ith
an agreed programme (even here the Swatantra Party
and the Jana Sangh accepted the points listed in the
AICC Resolution of June 28). Such a bloc or front
u'ould go to the polls with this prograrnme. Naturally
there rvould have been a division of seats to be con-
tested and an agreement that the bloc would function
as one group whether in power or in opposition.

In other words, the Grand Alliance was not a toppling
operation. It was not conceived as a man'iage of con-
venience of disparate groups lvelded together with
ther negative aim of toppling Mls. Gandhi's Govern-
ment but a positive one of providing the people of
India with a democratic alternative to the party in
power. This would have meant a trial of strength not
here and norv but in t}e next General Election s'hen-
ever that rvas held.

Opposition to tlte Grand Aliiance ran sotnervhat Iikc
this: an alliance u'ith onl)' tt't'o ol' three palties will
not sen'e the purpose as this would mean the socialist
irnage of the Congress( O ) being sullied by association
rvith parties which, rightll' ol rvrongly, had conre to be
characterised by certain ttnfortuntrte labels' If, on the
other hand, eight or more parties like the Sarnytrktrr

Socirrlist Partr', thc Plajir Sociirlist PrLlty, tlre Yishal
Harl'x11x Party and tlre BKD $'ere to be associated.
the associtrtion rvith the Jana Sangh and Su'atatltra
Party coulcl be offset. The Congress(O) should there-
fore rvait till such time irs all tltesc palties t.trade u1.r

their minds, before agreeing to a formal agleement.
\{eanwhile, there should be "unity in action" without
the insistence on :l fomral bloc.

But arc thcsc other parties rvilling? Tlre SSP rt'on't
conrc in if thc CP( \'l ) is kept otrt! Thc SSP \\'ants
\{rs. Ganclhi to }re tollllletl first ltefore talkinq iu terrns

of an agrced proglanrrrrc. TIre Praja Socialist Partv,
glcspite the kiek it got on its tce'th frorn tlrc Congrcss ( R)
in flvs,rr,'s'lrelc ir rrrriolitv rrf its letlislators (inclrr<l-
ing N,lPs ) have des<:rtecl it ancl joined the Congress(lt ).

corrlinucs to lrang otr to thc coitt-tails ol tl'rat ltitt'tt'.
The PSI' u'ou't cousicler gettiug irtto tltc alliauce. for'
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in the first place they do not accept the Congress (O)'s
socialist bonaffdes and secondl), they have a patliolo-
gical allergy to the Jana Sangh and Srvatantra.

The Congtess(O ) leadership in tr{ysore ancl Glrjarat.
according to tlie Hintht report referred to earlier,
"trrged that in working out the pattern of alliance at
the Central level, it should be ensurecl that the posi-
tion of strength enjoysd by the Congress(O) in their
respective States rva.s not jeopardised." The implica-
tion is obvious. By all lrleans an alliance in States
u'here the Congress(O) is u'eak. But it is a different
rnattel u'here the Congress(O) is in the sacldle.

The commtrnist drrnger to the countryr is real.
Though pretending to oppose the Naxalites, the Com-
rnunist Party of India is iecretly encoruaging their
activities particularly in West Bengal, even while
championing [{rs. Gandhi's Partv and helping it in
Parliament. They are in power in Kerala on the
support of Congress(R). There has been a rapid break-
dorvir in the la*and-order situation even in areas
dnce considered peaceful. The adventurist policies of
\'h's. Gandhi are fast reducing the country's economy
to a shambles. The r.vill of Parliament is flouted with
impunity as in the case of the Privy Purses Bill. The
Congress(R) Government in Delhi openly interferes
in State politics and irnposes their will as in Uttdr
Pradesh. The judiciary is under attack. Mrs. Gandhi
does not hide her alignment rvith the Communist
Party of India. On the contrary, she justifies her con-
sorting rvith the Cornmunists on the very spacious plea
that she is u'illing to accept help fiom any party that
supports her policies. From past experience it is very
clear rvhat CPI support for N4rs. Candhi means. fts
support is that of "the rope that supports the hanged
man".

'Ilie pr<ltagonists of a Grand Alliance or National
Democr'atic Front base their plea in the context of the
irbover dangers. The premises on which the neecl for:

irn alliance rests are: that there is a clear and present
<Lrrrqcr to tlrc clnntrr.'s sccttrit)'; tltat tlrc're is a thrcat
to tlre country's dernocratic institutions; that, there-
fore, at this point of time what is important is not partrr
labei, personality or even a particular pattern of eco-
nomic policl, but the need to escherv all these for the
prescDt ancl concentrate in saving India.

In this connection, the recent statements by two
erstq'hile foes in Tamil Nadu gives room for hope that
all is not yet lost ancl that there are still people with
tlre rreccssar)' c()ura[le antl statcsrttansl-rip to keep thcir
priorities right.

Advising mcntlrers of his partl' to rvithdrarv srrpport
to the DN{K, Raiaji wrote in the Srcaraiqa of Novem-

ler 21: "The D\{K of Tamil Nadu has rnaclc up its
rnirrl to be tir'<l rrp u'ith the topsv trrn'1' lnclira Ganclhi

Congress and the UPL Thc trial heat is to be run it.t

thc cnsrring nrrrr.riciprrl electiorrs. \\/ith rleep regret I
(Cottinrted on trage 4.1



Article 356-Use And Abuse
C. S. Venkatachar

fT appears, in retlospect, that Art 356 of the Consti-
I t.ttion is a legacy inherited by Congress as a result
of its victory in the 1937 general elections under the
Government of India Act, 1935. Congless then acquir-
ed its hegemonial character by fattening out the
opposition parties and by the ultimate secession of
the Muslim majority areas. When Congress elected to
go into political rvilderness after demitting office in
the Provinces in October, 1939, the Congress maiority
provinces reverted back to Governor's rule. Congress
noted tJre practical utility and the potentialities of
Section 93 of the 1935 Act-curiously, the only
Section of the Act which rvas in effective action for
nearly six years. The lesson learnt was that strong
central government can control the Provinces under
its superintendence and direction. If the British could
do that autocratically Congress can do the same under
democratic trappings. So, Section 93 of the 1935 Act
rvas reborn as Art 356 of the Constitution.

The Constitution provides for four tytrles of emer-
gency power-war; insurrection; subversion; financial
collapse of a State. To these is added the "emergency"
arising from the failure of the constitutional machinery
in a State. The ffrst four relate to national emergencies
threatening the security and integrity either of the
Union or of a State. The last has been developed as a
handy weapon for ensuring the security and integrity
of the power of the dominant Congress party in the
States.

Congress, as a result, has -utilised Art 356 by skil-
fully confusing the unwritten constitutional conven-
tions of the British constitution rvith the rigid pro-
visions of the written constitution under which the
country is governed. Ivor Jennings had on one occasion
noted that India has gone quite far rvith its emergency
provisions because it had behind it the s^trong language
of the Government of India Act, 1935.

The constitutional convention involved in Art 356
seems to relate to the formation of government-at any
rate this has frequently figured in declaring under the
Article that the government of a State cannot be
carried on under the provisions of the Constitution.
The Coustitution has enacted legal powers for the for-
mation of State governments. Conventions and code
of principles under which the President and the State
Governors should exercise their substantial powers in
the constitution of executive authority has been left
in the air or to be developed in practice,

But these conventions are based on two-party sys-
tem of parliarnentary govemrneut, essentially English
in character, exported to India where older lo1'alties

and fragmentatir-ru rvithin the body politic survive and
actively articulate. It makes little sense to fft them
into the rvorking of a one-party dorninant state ruled
by Congress party; the situation if at all has worsened
by the split in the party. The written constitution does
not recognise a political party as such as a part of the
constitutional machinery. Over years u,hat has develop-
ed is not any set of procedure or convention on the
formation of government in a State but the con-
venience, tvishes, and the pursuit of power for the
exercise of uninhibited executive authoriiy by the
dominant Congress.

_ Obviously, the use of Art 356 is largely.conditioned
by the state of politics of the Congress party. At the
centre the party was stable under the towering persona-
Iity of Nehru. By assuming the Congress presidentship
after the ouster of Purushottamdas Tandon, Nehru
settled to his own satisfaction the relationship betwcen
the organisation wing of the party and the parlia-
mentary wing. He shed party presidentship when he
found that the party needed him for electoral victories
more than he needed the party to put him into office.

At State level, politics is manipulated by two
groups-one the wielders of power (legislative wing),
the other the holders of powers (organisation wing).
In all States intra-party rivalry has been endemic; this
gave an excuse to central party leadership to intervene
in party squabbles. For moderating and harmonising
party feuds, Nehru used the services of party managers.
When a more drastic solution had.to be imposed, the
central government invoked, in the interest of Congress,
its authority under Art 356 of the Constitution. The
so-called 'flexible nature'of this provision has undoub-
tedly responded to the needs of Congress.

What may be the need of Congress mav s'ell be
the misuse of the Constitution. Siuce the commence-
ment of the Constitution, there are nearly a dozen occa-
sions of resort to Art 356. Its career started in 1951 when
a Congress ministry in the Punjab resigned owing to
factional ffghts within the party. A proclamation of the
failure of the constitutional machinery was made
on the Governor's report. In 1952, the erstwhile Part
B state of Pepsu came under Presidential rule because
of the possible threat o[ a non-Congress government
coming into office. Kerala, clrronically plagued by
group politics, had had several doses of Presidential
rule, ahvays of doubtful constitutional validity. In
Andhra, Orissa anrl Raiasthan timc rr'as gairrecl rrnder
Presidential decre.e to manipulate, orrtside the legis-
Iature, tlre party factions so as to secure the installation
of a Congress government. Iu Haryana, Art 356 rvas
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usecl to impose moral standatcls on the floor-crossers.
These instances go to shorv that in the absence o{
organisecl public opinion, of constitutional conventions
and of restraint on the part of the party irr porver, con-
stitutional p.owers may be urisused for extlaneous pur-
pose and abused to the detriment of democratic
progress. The only safeguard in such circumstances is
eternal vigilance under enlightened, informed, respon-
sible public opinion.

It is time u'e mot'ed rrrvay' from tlte ei'ring path the
Congress has been treading so far'. Tltere ale three
principal factors involved in the equation of the
cletermination of tlre failure of the constitutional machi-
nery under Art 356-the President under rvhose autho-
lity the Proclarnation is issue'd after he is 'satisfied' that
it should issue; the State Governor on lvhom falls the
responsibility to make a repolt to the President for his
consideration and action; the State legislature which is
primarily concerned in the formation of governrnent
for the executive is located rvithin the legislature. But
the legislature has so far been excluded from the
equation rvhere the vital question involved is one of
securing confirmatiol.l of powers from the legislature
for a group or groups claiming the requisite majority
to form a government. Instead of testing the claim in
the legislature, we have rvitnessed such gimmicks as

-counting of heads at Raj Bhavan; parading of legis-
lators carrying signatures; seriously scrutinising the
claims and counter-claims of party and factional bosses.
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It is evidcnt u'e c:aunot operate politics on the
illusory dogma of the non-existent two-party system.
Politics in a lcgisletnrc n'herc therc is not one single
rnajolit_v- ptrlty, u'ill have to turn on the manoeuvres of
ciiffcrent groups. Con{ress has no longer hegemonial
po\r/er to boast that it. like England, does not love
c:ozrlitions. State erecutive rvill l.rave to depend more
arid rnore ou coalitiou of groups rvithin the legislature.

The secret of politics iu such circumstances is to
trppeal tcl rniddle and rnodertrte opini<ln and carrv on
go.icntment rrs long as the executive is in harmony n'ith
thc legislature ancl is able to secure asserrrl of the latter
fol broadly agreed policies. Onlv ri'l'ren an irresolvable
deadlock ellslres and thele is no u'ay out, then the
Cloveruor may have to recrxnnleud, *'ith perfect
objectivity ancl irnpartiality, to the Presiclent that action
be taken rurclcr Art 356. On his part, the President after
consultation witli the central governrnent, should be
in an independent po.sition to act or not to act on the
Covernor's recornmeudation. Normally, deadlock in the
legislature in a parliamentarl' system has to be resolved
by an appeal to the electorate in rvl.rom lcsts the real
po\\'er to a.pply the needed corrective. If in Indian
conditions with an inexperienced electorate and the
costliness of frequent elections, tlle accepted demo.
cratic procedure needs some variation. theu the
authority under Art. 356 rvill have to be used as a last
resort and that too under exceptionally compelling
circurnstances.

'lHE NEED FOR AN ALLIANCE-Continucd fronr. page 2

have to advise the Swatantra Party in Tamil Nadu
that we cannot support the DMK. Let Swatantra
party'men and sympathisers support Swatantra candi-
dates s'here they are put up and give all support to
Congress(O) candidates wherever they oppose the
Dl\lK nncl thc Nerv Congress nncl thc CPI in thr.st'
elections. Shri Karuuanidhi said sorne tirne ago thrrt
the Swirtautra Palty rvill be a loser by this break of
alliance rvith the Dtr4K. Probably this is a corlect
rrssessrnent. But personal or party loss shoulcl not deter'
r.rs from cloing our dtrty bi, the nertion to save it fi'onr
irnf inctease of the Indira-Comurunist prestige or
power, wlrich rvotrlcl take India towards satellitisnr
undel Communist Powers."

A<ldressing tlrc scconcl armrral confelence of the
Nationnl Stuclents' Tarnil Developnrent Corrncil at
\'lachrrni on Novernber 22, \lr K. Kamarai, conceclecl
that tlrere rvele itleological differcnces between botlr
thc' partics btrt pointecl otrt tltat the Swatantra leadc'rs
shilrecl lris partr"s irtrxictv alxrrrt [rr<!ia's ftrtrtre'ancl tlrc
desperatc neecl to save Incliir as rvell as cleu.u.lct'acy.
"Tl'rel' huvc lratriotisnr. l\Ianv of them fought for
hrc.tiir'"^ freedom. Horv cau our alliance rvith such

4

leaders fol a speciffc purpose be branded baclovard?"
\{r. Kamaraj asked. (Hindu, November 23.)

If the G-rand Alliance materialises, the results of
the next Gerreral Election are bound to be a close one.
It rvill certainly result in saving the country irrespec-
ti.,'t' of r.,'hetlrer the Ailiarr<:r' is r:etrrrnecl to po$'er ol'
it is in opposition. For the uurnerical difference will
be narrou'. But if such a development does not take
placc, thc odcls are that wliile no single party v'ill
have obtained an overall majority, Mrs. Gandhi and
her allies the Cornmunists rvill, in all probability, get
together in a coalition government at Delhi. The post-
war ltistorv of Eastem Etrrope is replete lvith instances
of u4rat happens when Communists share power. It
rvill in sl.rort he a preltrde to a communist take-over.

Ancl if this happens, tlre guilty men responsible for
retlucing Intlia to sr:rfclorn will not be so much lr{rs.
Giurclhi and her rrllics rvho have already given adequate
notic:c of their intentions but the dernocratic parties
in tlrcr opposition, rvho plcocctrpicd as they altpear to
lrc with tlieir littlc vcstecl intercsts of dogrna, labcls
ancl inrnrediate henefits. ignored tlrc rvriting on the
s'all.



Camal Abdul At -Nasser
Adam Adil

fT is more than a rnonth since President Nasser ofr Egypt died. His death was so sudden and unex-
pected that the world was stunned. The impact of his
death is still being strongly felt.

- Not only the Arab world lost a dynamic leader, but
*e world at large, one of the rnost controversial ffgure,
For the ffr'st time after Saladin of Crusades fime,
Nasser gave the Arab world a sense of dignity, unity
and a sense of pur.pose. Many Arabs - the conserva-
tive and the privileged ones - disliked him but millions
of poor Arabs loved him. He inspired the young
Arabs, who never hesitated to sacriice for ttre .tra6
cause.

After a brilliant period of Arab renaissance when
not only science and philosophy flourished in the Arab
lands and the Arabs became the harbingers of an era
of enligh_tenment in Europe, a gap of ignorance and
backwardness set upon the Arabs themselves. Abn
Khaldt'p, Avicena, Gazali, Ibn-Arabi became only
Iegendary ffgures of the past and at least for thre!
centuries, especially during the reign of Ottoman em-
pire, Arabs ceased to be inspired by their great tradi-
tions. Then, with the disintegration of Otioman em-
pire_ Europ_ean imperialisms held their sway over the
Arab world and led to the increasing impoverisation
and stagnation of Arabs. The orthodox Aiab Ulemas
as-cribed their degradation to their drifting away from
Islamic principles. This belief was shared 6y non Arab
Muslirn Ulemas, who saw that the whole Islamic world
was in a state of stagnation and degradation. The
most famous and greatest of thesJ Ulemas was
Jamaluddin Afghani. In the later nineteenth and early
20th cen'tury he toured whole of the Muslim world
and preached the idea of United Islam as an antidote
to Europe_an imperialisms, which were exploiting the
Arabs and other Muslims. Jamaluddin Afghani got
many adherents iu all Islamic countries. A great
scholar, he was an intellectual giant with an uncanny
foresight. He was the real founder of the concept of
Pan-Islamism. Jamaluddin Afghani still inspires many
an orthodox Muslim.

As against the Muslim orthodoxy, were men like
Kemal Ataturk, who saw the regeneration of Muslims
only in modernisation and sought to modernise Tur-
key. Kemal Ataturk's example had a tr:emendous
impact on the Islarnic rvor.ld. Obviously Nasser lvas
one of those, who keenly felt degradation of Egyptian
society which, for centuries was exploited by a pa.a-
sitic Pasha class. He was determined to bring abotrt
social revolution s'hich would chanqe the lace of
Egypl. Borl of lower middle class par-ents, he per-
sonally experienced the humiliation the poor Egvptians

suffered from. At the apex lvas a corrupt monarchy,
whose isolation from thi Egyptian -"ri", was com_
plete. When Nasser was a-c6lonel in the Egyptian
army, King Farook ruled and he rvas the embJiinent
of utter moral degradation of the upper Egyptian
class.

It was natural for Nasser and his conscientious
fellow officers to feel resentful against what was
happening in Egypt and the rest oithe Arab world.A conspiracy to overthrow Farook was inevitable.
Nasser along with trusted colleagues brilliantly plan-
ned and executed the overthrori of Farook a"d the
monarchy. It was totally a bloodless revolution. Nasser
did not want violence or any kind of bloodbath. A
few y-ears_ later, he recorded that he could not get
a wink of sleep on the night of the revolution not
merrell because he w4s h"ppy that the coup had suc-
ceeded but also for the fear that in the 

-armed 
en-

counter somebody might have died. So human was his
Spproach towards the Egyptian revolution in the
beginning.

One of the ffrst acts of Nasser as the President of
Egypt was to change the economic structure of Egypt
with a special emphasis on the reorganisatioti'irf
Egyptian agriculture. He had no alternative but to
abolish the Pasha class who owned large tracts of
Iands- The peasants were hungry and stirving. The
vast lands of the Pashas were distributed by Nasser
to landless peasants and no landlord was aliowed to
own more than 200 acres of land.

- ]udged purely in terms of economic achievements,
there are not many to Nassert credit. In fact the livei
of the ordinary people have not changed much in terms
of material beneffts. Of course, the mijor achievements
that go to his cre&t are the nationalisation of the
Suez canal, which was a bold move in view of the
bitter British and French opposition as these two
countries held substantial shares in the Suez Canal
Company. Second achievement was the building of the
High Aswan dam with Russian help, which Erought
into cultivation 1,500,000 acres of land and generai=ed
cheap electricity.

Along with achiet'ements he had his defects. if not
failures. For instance, he sought to divide the AraB
World into progressives and reactionaries.'He brand-
ed Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Tunisia, Morocco, Yemen
under the fmam, Libya under King Idris, as reactionary
countries. Other countries were under varying degrees
of progressiveness. Eglpt was at the apex of progres-
sive countries. T'he result was that Nasser triecl to
instigate rebellions in 'reactionary' countries. Even
plots rvere hatched to assassinate the heads of reac-
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tionan' states. Wlretht'r' Nirsser lrad a clirect hancl in
llresc irssassination plots is rather cloubtfrrl. llut there
is no cloubt that Nasser's dcnunciation of i'eactionan'
kings :rncl heads of states inspirecl such plots. Sirni-
larly, Nasser sent about 70,000 Egyptian troops to
fight against thcr Irnitnr of Ycnrt:n. lUillious of Egvptian
porrnds rvele rvasted in thcl lbnreni venturc. J'hc Yerneni
rrenture did not actually succeed. Althougfr the palace
s'as bombarded and destroyed, Imarn Badar escapccl
:rncl organisccl resistence agaiust Egyptian army' in
Ycnrerl, nnd thc republicans r'r'clcr backed by Nasser.
Saudi King gave massive help both in money and
irrrnaments to the Imam with the result the Nasser's
venture in that country was frustrated. The ffght bet-
rveen the progressive and reactionary Arabs emascu-
lated the Arabs and kept tlrern clividecl. This only
lrelpecl to strengthen lsrael.

Although he heavily leaned upon llussia for arms
ancl Rtrssian personnel, his non-aligurnent could not
be cloulrtecl. He did not accept Russian political
iclcology. I-Ie rvas not a communist and in fact banned
the comnrunist party in Egypt. IIc rvas a clevout
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Nfuslirn ancl lxlce had n<l use for a godless creed. He
t<-rlcl Christophr:r Nlayhew, a member of British Parlia-
nrent "\\,'estern papers sa1' that I irm going to become
another Czechoslovakia. Hou' do they think these
Russiiru technicians are going to seize power? I have
n.r\/ ilrnly (288,000 rnen), my police and no communist
part1,. Whirt are they going to do: march on Cairo?"
There is no dorrbt that Nasser was sincere in this
expression.

Nasser's last achievenrent was the settlement he
strccessfully brought about between the Palestine
Cornmandos and King Husein of Jordan. Before this
settlement, the ftdayeen and Huseint army indulged
in mutual slaughter - the casualties running into
thousands. This was stopped due to Nasset's inter-
vention and it has to be seen horv these Arabs will
honour the settlement.

Nasser was a unique personality. His great value
ns Professor Elie Salem of Beirut's American Univer-
sitl' ptrts it "u'as not so much what he did, but what
he meant to the Arab peopld'..

't
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The glaring " eye " of tho
Cobalt Bomb helps fight
cancer. It's one of thc
many modern wcaponi
used in the r,r'orld-rvide
crusade against this dread
disease. In India too, the
battlc is on. Research is
helping find a cure for I
canccr. But rcsearch costs r
money. A lot of it, in [act.
You can help rvith vour
mite. Every rupee yotr eivc
will hclp devclop rrert'
medicines, new techtriqucl
to help savc lives.
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Portrait Of A Ty ra n t
V. B. Karnik

IIAT Stalin was a t,v-ritnt, tlte tnost cruel trud

malignant tyrant of modern times, is norv admitted
by Cornmunists. Khrushchev, the then ruler oI

communist Rrrssia, gave in his so-called secret speech
at the trventieth congress of the Communist Party held
in Febmary 1956 a good part of the story of Stalin s

crimes and misdeeds. The story was never denied or dis-
p'uted and, though some attempts took place thereafter
to refurbish the image of Stalin, the image had been so

blackened ancl damaged that they did not succeed.
In his Tfte Rise and Fall ol Stalin* Mr. Robert Payne,

the rvell-L-noq,n biogrtrplrer of Lenin and author of
many other authoritative books, has drawn a full-scale
portrait of the tyrant. The portrait covers the life of the
tyrant from his birth to death, is based on meticulously
collected infolmation from a variety of authoritative
solrrces and gives a detailed account of his activities
during the seventy-three years of his life.

In tlre Introtltrction itself the author has pronounced
his verdict on the person rvhose biography he is
rvriting. The verdict is: "Teiror, naked and uuadorned,
rvas his :rccomplice; the terror of tlre day and night
stalked through his life. There rvere no treacheries or
crrrelties he r.l'as incapable of performing, no vows or

lrromises he rvas incapable of breaking. There was
something terrifyingly mechanical in his murders, so

that he comes at last to resemble the harrowing machine
in Franz Kafka's story'In tho Penal Colony" (p. la). A
little further he rvrites: "He belongs to a ne$' species-
the mass-rnurderer, rvho kills without compunction and
rvithout enjoyment. He murdered by habit or out of
laziuess, often without thought, because murder ofteu
solverl problems rvhich could be solved rvith more
difficulty by hard thinking" (p. 16).He was, according
to the author, "the greatest tyrant of lris tirne and
perhaps of all tirne." Every page of thest'r'cu-huttdred-
page biography provides ample and irrefutable cnrro-
boration of the verdict.

Stalin, a cobbler's son l>orn in poverty, began his
political career as a minor comrntrnist functionary in
his native Georgia. It was Georgia that rvas to be later'
the ffrst victim of his fury. The author tells the tragic
s^tory in the follolving rvorcls: "On February 16, 1921,
Stalin gavc thc .signal for invasion. Stalin's friencl Sergo
Orcljonikiclze rvas the comrnancler. Nine clays latel the
Recl r\rury erntcred Tifis, looting, raping t'tncl murder-
ing on ir scale rvhich u':rs rrnheirrcl of since the time of
Tamallane. It rvrrs Stalin's revenge against the city
rvlterc lu'lrrrcl spcnt hi.s 1'orrth." (p. 271) Corrtinrrirtt.

the author rvrites: "The destmction of the inclependent
state of Georgia u'as brought about with cold-blooded
c1'nicism. . . . In Stalin's eyes the crime of Georgia u'as
that it rvas being ruled by moderate socialists." ( p. 271 )
Similar events lvere to take place many a time.

At the time of lr,Iarch l9l7 Revolution Stalin rvas in
exile in Siberia. In a ferv days he was in Leningrad and
was one of the leaders of the Communist Party. His
part in the November Revolution was, however, insigni-
ffcant, though, later rvlren he rose to power, he hacl
the history lervritten to show him play a decisive role
as the only reliable and capable colleague and colla-
borator of Lenin. History re@rds, as the author has
pointed out, that Stalin was opposed to Lenin's April
Theses and insistence o,n the immediate overthrow of
the Provisional Government.

Stalin rose to porver through his control over and
manipulation of the vast bureaucratic apparatus of the
Communist Party and the Soviet government. Imme-
diately after the Revolution he u'as appointed the Com-
missar of Nationalities. Btrt in the next few years he
ircquired many other positions of power. "He was a
member of the Politburo, a mernber of the Military
Revolutionary Council, acting Inspector General ilf the
Red Army and roving political eommissar". (p. 268)
Later he rvas placed in charge of Rabkrin, the newly
created Commissariat of Workers' and Peasants' Ins-
pectorate u'ith power to control every branch of the
administration. As a lesult Stalin was "in a position to
control the rnachinery of government. He had appoin-
ted his o\\,n men to key administrative posts, set his
spies to u'atch over them, collected voluminous data
on all of them and ensurecl their loyalty. . .. Alreadl'
he had a stranglehold on the nrachinery qf govern-
ment." (p.267 ) Later he became the general secretarl'
ol' the prrlty, ancl further strengthenecl lris position.

Stalin u'irs able to rise to all these positions and
:rccurnrrlate in lris lrands rl vrlst amount of povi'er be-
cause lre enjoyed the conffclence of Lenin, the fatlrer
figure of thc Russian llcvolution. Torvards the end of
his life, lrorvever, Lenin lost confidence in him and was
anxiotrs to lernove hirn flom all positions of power ancl
nrore particularly fronr the general secretaryship of
tlre party. Tlris is clear from Lenin's Testarnent rvhich
s'us <leniecl and s,ithhekl from the party for several
vc'irrs ancl from :r cotrple of his rrrticles on the Georgiarr
qnestion. Lerrin s'as clisgtrstecl by Stalin's cruel ancl
murderorrs activities irr Georgia and rvanted to thros'
him out of the party. "His last lvords and last letters
spokr: of his anguished detennination to crush Stalin
fol tlre t'r'il tlrat he had done. the evil he rvorrld corrti-

$ ?'/rc Risc tnd Fall, of Stal.in. Ilohcrt Pavne. Sinron rnd
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nue to do." (p. 309) Fortunately for Stalin, death inter-
vened and Lenin could not carry out his wish. Lenin
died under suspicious circumstances and there are
reasorls to believe that Stalin contrived to bring about
his death. Mr. Payne has dealt exhaustively with this
crucial episode in Stalin's life and brought together
all available material.

Orving to his control over the party and the state
apparatus, after Lenin's death, it rvas not difficult for
Stalin to eliminate all his rivals and establish his mono-
poly of po\ver. Then began his reign of tenor. The
ffrst victims were the peasants, ten million of whom
perished in his campaign of collectivisation of agricul-
ture as he himself told Churchill at a later date. Then
came industrial workers and intellectuals, large
numbers of whom were sent to forced labour camps
to labour and perish. Mr. Payne writes, to Stalin, "Men
were statistics, to be moulded at his pleasure; a few
million mor? or a few million less made no difierence
to him". Stalin's "fatherly affection for the people took'
according to the author, "the form of mass executions
on a scale which has had no equal in history." (p. 38f )
These massacres were devised for one purpose only: to
maintain Stalin in power.

It is necessary to remember, however, that these
massacres and the whole system of terror, were not
invented by Stalin. He inherited them from Lenin; they
were rooted in the ideology of Communism. N{r. Payne
has pointed out: "The Communist system, as pro-
claimed by Lenin, involved tlle negation of the most
elementary laws of human morality. Lawful was what-
ever served the interests of the revolution or the
passing impulses of the revolutionary dictator. In the
name of the revolutionary larv hundreds of thousands
of completely innocent people had been killed. In the
name of the same revolutionary law the revolutionary
lcaders were to ffght among themselves until only the
most ruthless survived." (p. 297)

This last phase of violence against his own col-
leagues, the leaders of the Communist Party, began in
the life of Stalin after the murder of Kirov in
December 1934. That murder, brought about by Stalin
himself through one of the NKVD agents, was to serve
as the excuse for the reign of terror that he let loose
against the leaders of the party. Most old Bolsheviks
like Trotsky and Zinoviev, and Kamenev and Bukharin
and thousands of other lesser lights fell prey to that
reign of terror. Before they were executed many of
them had to declare themselves as spies and agents of
foreign powers in abiect coufessions secured through
long ancl merciless tolture. Some of them had foreseen
rvhat was happening to the country and the party
undel Stalin's regime. Mr. Payne has quoted a state-
rnent of Bukharin made at a meeting of the Cent-ral
Committee ir1 the autumn of 1936. ivith "incrediBlc,
(our':rgo' for wlrich he had to pay later with his li[e,
Ilukharin tolrl Stnlin and his police chief Yezhov:
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'Stalin wants to establish his absolute power over the
party and the state, and to reach this position it is
necessary for him to ride roughshod ovet 

"ll obstacles.
That is rvhy we are to be climinated. But in order to
eliminate us, you must use the rveapons of fraud, lies,
and provocation. By means of political terror' and
unheard-of rnethods of torture, old party members
make dispositions which even you do not beiieve. . . . . .

You need the blood of Bukharin and Rykov to bring
about the cutpd)etat, which you have been planning
for so tong and which your police apparatuS is pre--
paring." ft. a7l) Th"y foresaw Stalin's reign of terror
but they were not able to prevent it for he had cleverly
involved them in all crimes and had thus compromised
thern. Khrushchev in his secret speech gives the most
authoritative account of this murder campaign against
the party and its leaders. But for that aecount it would
have been difficult to believe that such a thing had
taken place.

A little later the generals of the Red Army fell a
prey to Stalin's lust for murder. They were accused
of being in league with the German and the British
army and were executed without even the semblance
of a trial. It is true that, as stated by Payne, 'in that
empire of fear vvhere thousands upon thousands were
perishing for no known reason the execution of the
generals was only one incident among many", but it
had the most disastrous efiect upon the morale and
efficiency of the army. The country paid for those
executions dearly when only a couple of years later
it had to face the mighty attack of the German anny.

Murder became a habit with Stalin. Mr. Payne has
described the position as follows: "He saw enemies
where none existed and struck out at them blindly;
and as these shadowy and rvholely imaginary enemies
increased in numbers, proliferating because they were
drenched in his own guilt, so he struck out all the more
blindly, more violently, and more recklessly. Once he
had begun, there was no end to it." (p. 509) He went
on murdering till the very end of his life. A few days
before his death he invented the "Doctors' Plot" and
sent to jail several promincnt doctors. Confessions
were seclrred from them tliat they had murdered a
number of their patients rvho included several promi-
nent personalities. At that time, "in Stalin's eyes Jews
representcd a mortal clangel to his regime". He also
developed suspicions about his close associates,
members of the Central Committee and the Politburo
including Khrushchev, Kaganovich and Beria. It is only
his cleath that saved them from the axe of the execu-
tioner. There is suspicion, therefore, and Mr. Payne
has drarvn attention to various suspicious circum-
stances that Stalin's cleath rnight not be natttral.

Naturally or otlrerwise, Stalin died in 1953 and the
rvhole <lf Ilussia heavecl a sigh of relief. I)urirrg his
long regiure o[ tlrirty yeirrs, Nh'. Payue has pointecl <.lut:

(Contlnucd ttn pagtt 77)
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Bengal Report

Vicious Circle?
Analyst

IIVERY day several rnurders are taking place in the
u State and sorne are being shot down by the police.
Yet the parliamentarians and the Governrnent have
not realised the urgency of the matter. T'he people
ale so terrorised that even if a murder takes place
in their very presence, they u'ill not come forward as
eye witnesses. "See no evil"!

Perhaps the special powers, less than r.l'hat the
police here wanted, will ultirnately come. But, let us
be clear, it is not going to solve the problem. It will
only help the police to some extent.

What kind of help? The police rvill go out ancl
swoop down in troubled areas and arrest by the dozens
and even hundreds and give them good thrashing ancl
put them behind bars. In fact the process has already
started.

Naturally many inuocents will be involved and their
parents will be embittered. The police mood is at
present understandably very vindictive at the lower
and middle levels. One can therefore anticipate the
shape of things to come. I repeat that. such vicious
tendencles have already manifested themselves in
parts of Calcutta.

The Iikely effect? Extremely anti-government feel-
ings will be generated in the community. The youth-
furl group in the locality will become more determined-
ly aggressive. The elder generation will be sulky and
e1'en sympathetic towards their boys. This setting will
provide excellent recruiting ground to the "revolu-
tionaries". The marginal conflicts and tension betrveen
\{aoists and Marxists and other leftists rvill diminish
at the local level, and all leftists will join hands to
l:eat back the "attack" b), tlte police ancl tlrr, aclnrrlni-
stration. The Congress(R) and the Bangla Congress
rvill be isolated. The Forward Bloc, the RSP, and even
the CPI will be further separated from the ruling
party. This rvill provide a suitable psychological
opportunity to launch movements against the Centle's
rule of "repression and terror". The CPN4 and the CPI
rvill come closel at least at field level.

In this developing situation, elections, if pleci-
pitated, can only mean defeat of Congless(R) aritl
the Bangla Congress. If no elections are held, the ad-
ministration has to be stronger and rnore cletennir.recl
rvith each passing phase. Can N4rs. Gandhi go to that
logical extent? It is a matter of rvill po\\/er and also of
deciding to forego tlre suppolt of the CPI ancl other
leftists.

Thus rve are corning to a phase in West Bengal

politics rvhere there has to be not only clear think-
ing but also a Lind of parting of rvays. In any case
nornral deilocracy is almost inconceivable in the near
future. If no elections, strong-arm Presidential rule is
inevitable. If elections, the revolutionary sentirnent
rvill be predominant again with an anti-Centre bias.

Is there no way out of this vicious circle? Not by
the conventional r,vays. I have been stressing this quite
for some time. But perhaps I am iu a rninority of one.

Strong administration is ah'ight. Police measLlres are
alright too, with the added preventive detention
powers. But rvhat do all these amount to? It will
amount to 15 to 20 thousand youngnen behind bars
and harrassment to five tirnes that number. The effect
of this on the community would be bitterness against
the police and a generation of the spirit of revenge.
The police will be attacked as also the administrative
stafi. They in their turn will be embittered and fero-
cious against the local youths. The cycle would thus
go on. And tlie most important consequence will be
the complete alienation between the Administration
and the people. Can anything be built on this founda-
tion? Can anything be even retained on this basis?

I am not opposed to strong measures as such, But
I am totally opposed to relying practically entirely on
these to solve the probleur. It cannot be done.

Where is the positive psychological, healing
approach to the youth? Even Ajoy Mukherjee who
fasted at Curzon Park as Chief Nlinister against
violence talks of beating the Naxalites - beat, beat,
beat. \4/here are the Gandhists and t]le Sarvodayists?
All is paper talk, all are paper Gandhists! Leaflets ancl
postr:r'.s lrv ilr,r Gor-et'ttttrcut of Wcst Rc:lgal ate good
irs fal as thel' go. At least it has given up the iclea of
remaining neutral. But psychological lvinning over
rnust bc by a personal leadership. When a body of
15 or tB or 2l goes out aud kills a man towarcls whom
he hacl not irn iot:t of anirnosity, he has gone berserk'
He lrirs to be lrrouglrt to his senses;...b'y psychological
shock. Mere phvsical beating rvill nrit bend him. And
this n-rental illness is now rvi<lespread. -['o lrrrn them
back frorn this somnarttbulist path is rlot the function
of a B. B. Ghosh or a Rartjit Gupta, least of all of a
Dlurvan. Men rvlro are capable of ernotionally attract-
ing thc attention of tlre vorrtlr rntlst conte forward and
.lt,'srrtr:t'!l'ritrg tllrttrllrtic" Tirlrt'l'lts l1()\\' ('(ilne to considc'r
tllis ir.pproftclr .Let trs hope it is.not vet too latc.

2l Novernber, 1970.



Letter to Jhe Edltor
Dear Sir,

I have read with interest your review of our Mono-
graph on Absenteeism in Freedom First of October
1970.

2, Holever, one word about your observation on
the employment of non-permanent workers in industry.
It is true, that in the units surveyed by us, about
74% of the total employees on the nruster rvere founcl
to be permanent, while the remaining were employed
as Badlis (L4% to 15%), ternporary (about LL%) or
casual rvorkers (l% to 2%).

3. Prinw facie, ttis shorvs that about 26% of. the
rvorkforce is employed on a non-permanent basis.
However, such a conclusion is erroneous since the
employment of Badlis is not resorted to out of any
ulterior motive but is the result of high absenteeism
among tlre permanent employees themselves which
uecessitates their employment to meet the manpower
needs of the industry. It is a well-known fact that
every industry takes care of absenteeism by keeping a
certain leave reserve as stand-by on a permanent basis.
But it so happens that the rate of absenteeism exceeds
even the protrrortion of this leave reserve which con-
sequently necessitates the employment of Badlis or
temporary persons. If absenteeism lvere to decrease,
the level of Badlis too would fall and to that extent the
strength of permanent rvorkers would go up, in the
present case, it would come to 89%.

4. ln short, because 74% of the total rvorkforce on
the muster are only pennauent, it cannot be concluded
that 74% of the required personnel are on permanent
basis; even if L}O% are perrnanent there would be need
to employ 26% more as Badlis to provide for absenteesl

5. I hope I have explained the apparent "evil whidr
needs to be set right".

Yours sincerell',

N. N4. Vexrr-
Secretarg.

'fhc Ernployers' Fecleratiotr of Indir
Bombay, Oct. 7, 1970

If leave reserve is nraintained on ir permanent basis,
as stated by N,Ir. Vakil, it should be enough to take
care of the 70 per cent of absenteeisrr-r which is "autllo-
lisecl absenteeism". In that case the percentage of
permanent workers will not be as low as 74 per cent.
The number of Radli.s to bc foturd to take care of "un-
iruthorised absenteeisrn" rvill then be much srnaller
than what is required at present,

V.B.K.

l0

Rev iew s
D.I4.K. in Pouer

P, Spratt, Nachiketa Publicatious, Rs. 25.

A LL over the country there is a good deal of ignor-
/ r ance and misunderstancling about the D.M.K. and
its aims and objectives. Its rise to power in Tamil
Nadu after the fourth General Election was, therefore,
vierved rvith suspicion and nen'ousrless. It was feared
that the separatist tendency might grorv and there
might be constant con-ficts behveen tle Centre and
the State Government.

Nothing of the kind has happened and the D.M.K.
has succeeded in providing a reasonably efficient and
stable government. The D.M.K.'s success is all the more
remarkable because it lost before completing its second
year in office its tallest leader and its main architect
and organiser, Mr. C. N. Annadurai.

lvlr. Spratt's book covers only the ffrst year of
D.lt{.K.'s period in ofice. The account that he has given
of the Ministry's work in the ffrst year should convince
any dispassionate observer that the D.M.K. can run the
State and also provide some relief to the people. Apart
from giving the account, Mr. Spratt has delved into the
past and traced the roots of the D.M.K. to the Justice
Party of the Trventies and Thirties and to the.Self-
Respect movement led by Periyar Ramaswami Naicker.
This historical information will prove of value to
students of the Indian political scene.

As pointed out by Mr. Spratt, the D.M.K. is a
regional party. But it cannot confine itself only to the
region. It must find a place for itself in national poli-
tics. Other regional parties are also growing. All of
tlrem deserve careful study and analysis. D.IvLK, in
Power can provide a moclel for similar studies of other
regional parties.

N.D.

Stuclics in Green Reoolu.tion
Edited by G. S. Pohekar, United Asirr Publications, Rs. 5.

tTtHIS is a "slim volume" of articles on "Green Revo'
I lutiorr" written by six scholars. It gives a good idea
of the "Green Revolution' that has taken place in
some parts of the country. The extent of the 'tevolu'
tiod'ii, however, very limited. One of the writers has
pointecl out that "it is colrfined to the 20 per cent irri-
gated area and production of wheat and gram"' But
in that limited aiea it has proved what applicatiou of
science can do in the field of agricultural production.
It is to tre hopecl that that lesson will be learnt and
vigolous e{Iort.s will be made to spread the "revolution'
to wicler areas and ttt othel crops. 'fhe book lvill be
useful for stintulaling th<luglrt and action in that
clirection. S.D.
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A TYAANT - Continued fron Page 8

"'fhere was scarcely a faniily in Russla rvhich had not
suffered at the hands of the dictator. Even those rvho

thought they rvere on good terms rvith him had felt
the terror of his presence." ( p. 712 ) The rvorld also

heaved a sigh of relief. For, in spite of the iron cttrtain,
tales of the brutalities of Stalin, of his purges and
liquiclations, of l-ris concentration SIld forced labour
carnps, of the reign of terror that he had established
hacl spread fal and *'ide. The rvorld rvas happy that
at long last the reign of the tyrant had come to an

end. It u'ill take the Russian people several years to
get over the effects of that nightmare. Three years

after the death of the tyrant Khrushchev began a half-
hearted moverrent for De-Stalinisation. It hacl a signi-
ftcant impact in Russia and in East European commu-
nist countries. In Russia, Stalin's statues and pictures
carne don'n in several places and many towns on whom
his name rvas imposed became free of that imposition;
his corpse that rvas lying in the Lenin lvlausoleum lvas
removed from that highly regarded place and buriecl in
a corner of a public cemetery. In Hungary De-Stalini-
sation led to a popular revolt. It rvas, however,
drenched in blood and suppressed by the successors
of Stalin. They did the same thing in Czechoslovakia
in August 1968. The lesson to be learnt is tl-rat De-
Stalinisation will not succeed and be effective as long
as the source of the evil, namely, the totalitadan com-
munist dictatorship is allorved to remain intact.

The portrait that Mr. Payne has drarvn covers also

some of the positive achievements of the tyrant, such
as, industrialisation and scientiffc and technological
progress and victory in the patriotic u'ar of 1941 to
1945. Those ale achievements, but they pale into
insiguiftcance when measured against the heavy costs
that had to be paid, such as, the eclipse of all rights and
Iiberties, the massacre of millions and the abject
humiliation of the people at the feet of a bloodthirstv
tyraut. Thc poltrait hts been clrirrvn u'ith iuffnite c:rrcr

irncl precision and does full justice to the rlalignant
force that held Russia in its evil grip for about thirty
years.

BOOKS RECEIVBD

lnclia and tlre l.L.O,, N. K. Kakkar, ptrblished hy
Sultan Chand and Sons, Amil Chand i\{arg (Nai
Sarak) Delhi 6. Price: Rs. 10.

The \Itorking of Parlianrcnturll Dinror:utcy irr
Cety'on. {. R. Tyrrgi antl K. K. Bhrrldtaj. Irrrlrli.h
ecl bv Sultan Chand and Sons. Amir Chnnd \'lar{r
( Nai Sarak ) Delhi 6.
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LENIN'S \,VHIP HAND

(I'he following its fiom an urticle bg tr[r. [Iarcel Botly
publislrccl in a recent issue of TIIoucHr, thc wellltnowr"t
wcekly iou'nal. trIr. Botly uas intimatelg connected
usith tlte Comintrn'n in its earlg years)

fN the strtrggle betrveen the parties affiliated to the
I Scconrl Internatioual ard thosc irllic<l to iris Third
International, Lenin held the rvhip hand, as the .Rus-

sirrn Cornmunist Party rvas able to send abroad speci-
ally trained n-ren provided rvith ample funds. The
effects of the rnassive intervention by the Cotnrnunist
International in the workers' movernent outside
,Russia rvere not long in making themselves felt. The
defeat at any price of Western Social Democrary, re-
garded as enemy number one, became the main
objective of Bolshevism and its International. When
Angelica Balabanova reproached Lenin in 1919 for
sending men to Italy rvho were sirnply adventtrrers, he
replied: "They wili always be good:enough: to split
Turati's party." "Turati's party," in other words the
Italian Socialist Party, was indeed split, but the man
who put tlie pieces together again was not Togliatti
but lvlussolini. What is not generally known is that in
Moscorry in l92l and the years following, Mussolini's
fascism rvas judged to be preferable to Turati's Social-
ism, since ihe- Comintein thought fascism would
prepare the way for Communism. It was in Germany
that the stmggle against Social Democracy was con-
ducted with the most ruthlessness, violence and ffnan-
cial efiort. Accused of all possible crintes, besmirched by
unscrupulous adversaries, egged on by the agents sent
from lvfoscow, the German Social Democrat leaders
sarv their influence decline and flounder. But the victor
of 

-this trnequal contest was an outsider who iri the
meahtime had entered the political arena. His name
rvas Adolf Hitler.

T,and in Inclia has becorne thc plavgrorutcl-and of
late tiie battleground-of politics. And foocl crops do
not grorv on playgrounds and battleffelds.

Title to land that, from time imrnemorial, ivqs held
as'sthira', permanent, secure, is today a scrap-of paper,
torn into bits, bandied and blorvn about in every game
of political paperchase.

rorq

When we talk of land huuger let us not forget that
laud cannot be eaten by the hungry, that pattas a'e
not ecliblc. If all the rrvailalrle Iancl is distributecl
rlurong thc' 550 rnillions of hrclia, thelc s,ill not ev-^tt'l:r'un 1r'r'r'l'or c'irclr pclsoi); it rnight bi rl suc'ct':;sfrrl
rvav of qrosrin( more r.otes, not food.

-\,I. A. SnEExn'eslN, il'lysincliu.
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With Many Voices
"The docp

Moans round with many voic=s. Come, my frieuds-,
Tis not too late to rceli a newer world."

ahead of us, civil war, not war
rvill be the main danger u'e will

-Prime Minister Edrvard Heatlr,
quoted in Tinre, November 2.

In the decade
betrt'een nations,
face.

There is obviously one yardstick for the Russiaus,

another for the United States and the West.

-Frank Moraes, Indian Express, November 2.

He (Alexander Solzhenitsyn) shows rvhat the har-
vest of tyranny is: fear, hate, mendacity, incompetence,
dullness, an all-embracing corrrrption.

-Time, Novernber 2'

The trouble with the Russians is that they rvant

something for nothing, and nobody has got around to
teltng them they cannot have it.

-The Econornist, November 7.

Regrstered No. IVIII 2?2

:Tanqlaon.

Comrnunist China is far too big and too vicious to be
contained by India on her own.

-Thought, November 14,

lVhat I like about being a lvlinister, is not so muclr
the money but being able to see the Quean occasionally.

-George Brown, quoted in the
Sunday Tribune, November 15.

Law-makers themselves are becoming law-breakers,
and if the common man has little respect for law, there
is nothing to be wondered.

-Sri Prakash, Bharat /yotd, November 15.

We could nationalize the private farms tomorrow,
but then we rvould have no tomatoes and no fowers,
These crops require more initiative to raise than the
state farms can provide.

-A high ranking Agricultural Ministry oftcial
of Poland, Time, November 16.

India has long been edging towards outright satel-
litism where the Soviet Union is concerned.

-March of the Nation, November 21'

The present Govenlnent ancl thc Congress Party led
by lvlr. Jagjivan Ram, is fast moving torvards the
socialist Pattern of Poverty' 

-cutrent,Novernber 2L

Almost everybody in U.P., frorn the Governor down-
rvards, has been treating the Constitution like a foot-
ball' 

-The statesnran, Novem ber 22.

ther'green revolution' camrot solve the world nutri-
tion problem but it can buy tirne for the world to
cope u'ith a bigger problern - overpopulation,

-Dr. Normatr Ernest Borlaug, the American
agrouornist, winner of 1970 Nobel Peace
Prize, Ncu.rs Feahn'e USIS, October 23.

The capital levy is indeed once and for all - like
capital punishment.- 

-J.-R. Jayarvardena, opposition loader of Ceylon,
quoted in The Economist, November 7,

The Government had aligned itself with every other
blackrnailing country and its policy was to revolve
round the smiles of lr{ao and the frowns of Kosygin.

-Resolution passed by the Central Working
Committee of the Jan Sangh, The Sunilay

Standard, Novernber 8.

To the Editor,
Fnrdoov Fmsr,
C/o Democratic Research Service.

197, Mahatma Gandhi Road,

Bombay 1.

Please enrol nte uJ a subsctibet co FnurDol'r Frnst'

I rcmlt the annual subsctintion of Rs' 5.0O

Namc: .

Address.
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