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Clouds of War
. B. Karnik

t CLOUDS of war are hbnging ov6r th'd countiry. Th'ey

. . c€,Bt days they hrve 
"sru*"'da 

much more tirreatening
" form. As things stand at present, a war may break out

any day.
Pakistan has massed its army on the Indian border

and in reply India has done the same thing. Border
skinnishes have been taking place every day and there
are reports from time to time of air space violations

. and of movements of small groups of soldiers across the
. frontier. If only an excuse were needed any one of

these numerous incidents can be used as an excuse for
" declaring a rvar.

.. In India, there is plenty of pressure upon the Govern-: ment to go in for a s'ar. \Var is advocated as the only
' effective say of solving the problem of refugees. It is

advocated also as a means for teaching a lesson to
Pakistan and for hastening its disintegration. The
C,ovemment has so far u'ithstood this tremendous pres-
sure, thanks rnainly to the farsighted and resolute
attitrrde adopted by the Prime lvlinister. But it is diffi-
cult to sav horv long it will be possible for the Govern-

; ment to resist the tide of public opinion.
-' There is littlc reliable neq's about s,hat is happening

in Pakistarr. There is deffnite news, horvever, that a
hate-India campaign is being vigorously developed
and tlrat the activities of the Mukti Bahini in Bangla
Desh are being represented as the activities of "Indian

-,. , agents". This is enough to arouse public opinion in
' I West Pakistan and rnake it clamour for a war. More-

' ever, tlre military junta mav not itself be averse to a

-. war. It rna1, seek to save its face tbrough a war; or,
: facecl rvith defeat :urcl min, it may r",s" ."", as a despe-

rate garnbler's last throu'.
If Pakistan begins a rvar Inclia u,ill, of course, have

no alternative but to fight it and fight it to the bitter
end. Tlrere can be no doubt tlrat the Indian army and
the Inclian people s'ill give a good acconnt of them-
selves and rnake Pakistiur regret its decision to begin
the rvar. But it rvill be unrealistic to suppose that it will
be an easy rvalk-over. The Pakistani armed forces are
torrgh'ancl u'ell supplied vvith arms ancl amrrunition.

It will be a bitter ffght resulting in tremendous destruc-
tion on both sides. In the encl India may be in a little
better position but, in modern times, no u'ar ends in a
victory and no territorjal gains of a perrnanent nature
can be made on the basis of force of arms.

It is difficult, therefore, to see hou' a war will solve
the problem of refugees. It will, on fhe other hand,
make its solution more difficult. Refulees will not"go
back during,.,the,days qf tbe. s'ar"and,the deqtrlrclisp
that rnay be wrought by the rvar rvill make their
return more diftcult for a long tiine even after its end.
People rvho have left their hearths and'homes as a
result of oppression and fear do not rehrrn until a civil
administration of their cpnffdence is re-established.
War rvill not hasten, will rather posttrnne the rise. of
that adminishation. Instead of accelerating, .it will
delay the return of the refugees. Whatever else,it may
or may not do, war will not serve that purtrnse which
is supposed to be its main end.

War rvill be far more disastrous to Pakistan. In tlre
ffrst place, it will not succeed in retaining its Eastern
part. !\/ar s'ill destroy all possibilitv of keeping it in
Pakistan. In the next place, it s'ill infict irreparable
damage on the Western ptrrt. Pakistan has already lost
heavily as a result of thc revolt in Bangla Desh. The
revolt may spread to other arcas and the integrity of
West Pakistan itself may be in danger. No responsible
Pakistaui can, thercfore, be unconseious of the fearful
con.se(luences of \\'ar and think of it s'ithout a shudder.
But he mrrst also knos, that it cannot be avoidecl unless
a political solution to ther problern of Bangla Desh is
found as early as possible. Horvsoever difficult it may
be, a politicrl solution is not impossible even today.
India has nrade it clear several times that it is not inter-
ested in a p*rticular type of solution. Whatever solu-
tion is acceptable to the elected representatives of
Bangla Desh and ensures the return of the Sefugees
will be rvelcomed by her. It is the duty of sane men
in both countries to work for that type of political
solution with all the force and infuence that they cq1 

"
command. It will be disastrous if they surrender their
better judg'nent and get carried arvay by the war
hysteria that is developing on both sides.

A far bigger responsibility is cast upon the United
Nations and the big nations of the r.vorld like the Unit-
ed States, Soviet Russia, China and England. Instead of
rushing with relief and advice after tbe ffres of rvar
have heavily damaged the trvo countries, let them take
immecliate measrlres to stop the outbreak of the con-
flagration. The conflagration is not hreaking srrcldenlr'.



I:rcedont b'irst

Ample notice and warting have been given to all con-

"e.ied. 
If, inspite of this, they do not act, they will be

as responsible as others for the tragedy that may over-
take the peoples of India and Pakistan.

Tt^ey must tell the Government of Pakistan in plain
and unambiguous rvords ttrat the u'orld community
camot tolerate and remain indifferent to the suppres-

sion of a large mass of hurnanity and d,enial to it of the
elementary iights of citizenship and that the Govern-

ment muit immediately change its way and seek a
political settlement with the elected representatives of
ihe majority of its population' Unless-Pakistan accepts

this trclvice'and implements it, all aid, economic, mili-
tarv and everr humanitarian must inunediately come to
an'end. The world comnunity represented by the

. United. Nations and the big powe$ is in a. Pgsitio,tt to ,

exert such pressure and avert the tvar' Let that pres-

sure be 
"*"it"d 

now as rigorously as lnssible'
\\/hat India has done so far is unique in many res-

pects. She threw open her doors to tlre millions of re-

irrgr", rl,ho were running away from mass murder aud
mJss terror. For rnonths she has given thern shelter,

and food u'hich she could hardly afiord' There \vas no

obligation upon her to admit tl.'e refugees and to look

afteithem, It u'as a great act of humanity, charity and

faith. It must be reilised, horvet'er, that the strain is

norv Drovirtg unbearable. The patience that India has

r*"rcised in"the face of the grave burden that Pakistan

has irnposed upon her is also re'markable' The recent

t,rur of the Prilme N'Iinister ltas sen'cd u'ell to bring

, thcse facts to the pointed attention of the statesmen of- 
Errrop*r, nations and of the L'nited States of America'

India-is insisting upon a political solutiorr as that alone

coulcl, as the piime \Iinister hirs stated irl her latest

c.omtnunication to the Secrt:tirrJ' Gcneral of the United
Nations, "bring normalcv to that 'tonlentetl' region'

K. It. STNHA

It is rvith deep regret that rve leamt ^[ the tragic
death, in a car accidelt near Kharagpur, ot our esteem-

ecl correspondent :lncl clear friend, \'Ir. K' K' Sinhn

of Calcuita. Ir{r. Sinlia ltas *ritten erxtensively for
Freeclom Firsl on the political problerns of Bengal' He
rvas a rvellknown political worker from his early youth'
He rvas one of the earliest adherents of late Mr. M' N'
Ro,v and rvorked with him closely for the development
of ihe Raclical Hutnanist Movement' He'-'as for some

years closel-v associated u'ith the It-rdian Colnmittee

ior Cultural Freedom. He rvas an ardent democrat arrd

worked hard for the growth and consolidation of
democratic forces in Berrgal. We pay our hornage to
his menrory and send our deep condolences to his rvife
and daughter' 
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stop the further influx of refugees and enable those now
in India to return." She has expressed her belief that
"statesmen of goodwill all over the world" are convinc-
ed of that fact and has o$ered India's support to any
efiorts that the Secretary General rnay rnake "to bring
about a political settlement". It is for world statesmen
now to justify the Prime lvfinistefs belief and help her
avert the danger of rvar.

Liberals and Proposed Press Law

f, S a result of a discussion among journalists, pubii-
rr cists and intellectuals at the India International
Centre in NewDelhi,on November 14, 19?1, there was
unanirnous agreement that the proposed legislation
allegedly for difiusion of ownership of the press would
not only not serve the professed purpose but was both
unnecessary and undesirable. It would destroy the bet-
ter organised nerv.spapers and damage the freedom of
the press as a rvhole.

The occasioll was a one-day seminar sponsored by
the Indian Liberal Group, a non-partisan organisation
affiliated to the Liberal International, the world union
of Liberal parties and groups r.r'ith its headquarters in
London. The participants in the seminar noted that the
Press Council, rvhich rvas the body charged with an
investigation of thsse problerns, rvas completely bypas-
sed. This should norv be rectified. The Council should
be consulted and asked to investigate the matter. Until
its report is received and published for discussion, there
coulcl ohviouslv lrc no rluestior.r of legislation on the
strl>ject.

\\'hile therc is no nonopolv s'ithin the Indian Press
ancl the individual reacler enjoys freedom of choice, the
reerder's rieht to goocl nervspapers should be placed in
the cerntre of the picture. There is need for improving
the qua.litl' arid professional competence of nervs-
papers.

Thcre u'as a consellsns that owrrers, editors and
jounralists in cach ne\&'spaper shoulcl recognise their
cornnron intcrest of maintaining the independence of
thc plcss and get together so as not to allow suclr
dornestic problcrns as they rnay have to be made the
excuse for outside interference, s4rether legislative or
othenvise.

\'tr. Frank tr'lorac.s rrnd Mr. lvl. R. lvlasani took the
Chair at the afternoon and morning sessions respective-
ly and Mr. A. G. Noorani acted as Rapporteur. Among
others who participated were N'Ir. Asok Chanda, Mrs.
Karnaladevi Chattopadhya, N{r. C. R. Irani, Mr. Inder
Jit, Mr. D. R. Mankekar, Mr. Asoka Mehta, Mr' D. N.
Patodia, Mrs. Nayantara Sahgal, Mr. A. D. Mani, v.p..
NIr. A. K. Sen, \ilr. R. Talib, Mr. V. M. Tarkunde, Col.
H. R. Pasricha, Prof. B' R. Shenoy and Dr. ]' D. Sethi'

,t



Ilotes
Buling Congress Violenee

WfHAT the adventurists of the Ruling Congress did
YY in Nerv Delhi to take pos.session of the ofice of

the Old Congress at Jantar Mantar Road has been
roundly condernned by all sections of public opinion,
except of course the loyalists who must support their
partv, riglrt or rvrong. This is clear fronr the reactions
of the press as well as the debate which took place in
the Lok Sabha on the basis of a motion deploring the
failrrre of the Delhi police to take preventive action.
The motion had no chance of success, but the opinions

*e,Ipr.ess.qd in the debate by all opposition gloups should
.serve ai a rvarning to the Governmbnt"that unlarvful
and violent acts u.ill not be tolerated by public opinion,
ho$'soever highplaced the perpetrators nray be. It is
to be hoped that the lesson rvill not be lost on the lead-
ers of the Ruling tarty.

The OId Congress does not, it is tme, enjoy any pub-
lic support. It wil be best therefore, if the leaders of
that organisation take note of this fact and re-
nounce their claim to all properties that thev hold iu
the name of the undivided Congress. But that is no
reason rvlrv members of the Ruling Conpgess should re-
sort to violent and uulawful activities for taking pos-
session of those properties. Legal remedies are open
to them and they shouid take recourse to them. There
is a greater responsibilig' on them to maintain and
uphold the rule of lau, and to discourage all unlarvful
activities. By' rvhat some of them did in Nerv Delhi
drev have damaged the reputation of their partv
and strengthened the suspicion prevalent in manv
cluarters that the part)''s conrmihnent to democracv is
not as real ns it should be.

Banning of Books

Mr Ved \,lehta, the u'elikuorvrr ludian autlror nos'
settled in thc Unitecl States. lra.s clone s'ell to prrblicisc
thc stort' of tlrc treatrnc:nt th:rt his latcst pnblication.
Portroit of India, ntet s'itlr at the lraucls of the Customs
authorities in Ronrbay and their superiors in Nerv Delhi.
The book, already published abroad, was scheduled to
be publishcd in India in Jantrarl' 1971 from imported
sheets. Tlre sheets rvt:re received in Bombav but were
not released by the Customs on the ground that thel'
containecl objectionable matter'.

The matter that u'as objected to was a rnilp trnd it feu'
statements. Some of dre statements that rvere objected
to were statements made by Pandit ]au'aharlal Nehru.
Dr. Radhakrishnan arrd Mr. Lal Balradur Shastri. It
rvas ridiculous to object to the publication of those
statements. Tlre obiection to the map !\'as equally ridi-
crrlous but. in order to avoicl delay, the publisher

agreed to delete it. Accordingly, the copies of the map
rvere later destroyed by the Customs.

But that did not hasten the release of the sheets. The
file went from Ministry to Ministry with the publisher
rnaking several representations and giving all expla-
nations that he was called upon to give. In the end it
rv:rs tfre interveution of the Prime Minister's Secretariat
that proved effective and the sheets were released. But
as stated by Mr. Ved Nfehtn, "it took almost a year's
delay, countless telephone calls, telegraphic messages,
conferences and paperwork" and all because of, in his
ntords, "a misguided, overzenlous Assist:rnt Collector
of Customs."

Banning of books is, irr the first place, wrong and to
entrust that authority to a Customs officer v'ho is ut-
terly incapable of iudging the merits of a book is
doubly wrong. This is a hangover from the British days
whic.h should .be endecl,as, eruly-,as possible,.,. +:r{,,r, r j l

There is a story of a similar misadventure in the
case of anodrer book, Pakistan Crisis by N{r. Daniel
Loshak, the New Delhi correspondent of the Dailg
Telegraph, London. It is reported that pressure was
exerted tq)on an In&an publisher to-dissuade-him fro.m
publishing an Indian edition of the btxlk. This story is
not as authenticated as the first. But, if it is true, it is
an arbitrary and undesirable use of arrthority to prevent
the publication of a book.

In a free society rvriters should be free to publish
their books. If they violate any laws they can be punish-
ed for those violations. To ban publication of books is
to encroach upon the freedom of writers and also of
reaclers and to subvert a basic prineiple of a free
societr'.

Sino-Indian Relations
There is a possibility notv of improvement of Sino-

Indian relations^. Since the conflict of 1962, there have
been hardly any relations bets'een the trvo countries,
though rreitlrer u'ent to the length of cutting ofi diplo-
matic relations.

In the last year or so there has been a distinct improve-
ment in the foreign policy of China. She has been tr.ving
to improve l-.er relations wit]r nranv countries. Her re-
lations rvitlr the United States. which was considerecl
to be lrer enen'rv No. 1, lravc it.t rccent nronths under-
gorle a distinct clrange for the better. There appears to
be a cltsire nou' of doiug thc sanre thing in the case of
India.

T'herc is rx) reason 'rvhy we should not take advantage
of this neq' mood and normalise our relations with
China. Tlre Prirne Minister and tlre External Affairs
Minister have welcomed this new trend.

It is to be hopecl, hou'ever that wc shall not swing
to the other extrenre and think of a return to the old
credulous days of Bhai-Bhaism. We should have
friendly relations with all countries, more particularly
orrr neighbours. Btrt in no case shoulcl we be carried
:tway b), enthusiasrn for anv friends and neglect the
defences of our corrntrv.



C. P. M. In Wilderness
R,. llluthus\f,/amy

,TIHB (l(,rr.i-' ,Lrrrjst Pariy of India (l\,Iarxists) v,ill
r bo holchng its party Congress in l4adurai, South
India, in lleccmber 1971. As a prelucle to this Con-
gress, thc politburo of the party met in Calcutta in
thc ffrst lveck of November to finalise tlre draft poli-
ticirl resolutir:n to be moved at the Congress. Accord-
ing to reports. the discussions brought abont certain
differences and the resolution needed drastic changes.
The draft vgas q'ithheld from the press. The difier-
<nces entered around incorporating the tactics to be
adopted in future by the party. The trgctlcq according
to tlre draft norv released to the Press is i<i liuild up
a democratic movement by approaching the cadres of
other parties at various levels. This has been necpssi-
tated by the isolation of the party both nationally ancl
internationally and the need for going on its oqn in
futurc.

trIr. Namboodiripad, u'hile hc u'as at the conr-
manding height of the Chief Ministership of Kerala
State once remarked that sfien his party could
achieve its objective through the ballot, it necd not
worry about other tacLics. He st'atcd in anotlrer con-
text that lris partv was tirking to parlianreutarv u'rlrk
oniy to u'reck the parliamentary dcmocracy. True to
his words, both in Kerala and West Bengal. u'here
the tr'{arxist dominatr:d ministries functioned for short
time intemrittentll- N{r. Nrrnrboodiripacl and his
cnuntcrpart \{r. Ji'oti Bastr in West Bengal did their
level bcst to build rrp revolutionary potential and
rvreck the parliamentarl' system. Even their o\lrn
partncl's could not live rvith these tlrings and the minis-
tries hacl to go out. Sir.rce thcn thc rrricl-ternr Elcrctiolr
,rnd thr: plirns and prog'r'ilrnrncs of the Ncrl. Con'trt,ss
rernoved tlie inhibitions of the erstn'l.rile pirrtners o[
the \{auists, particulally the Cornnrrrnis^t Pirrtl, 6;
India, and it uas possible for these parties to align
themselves with the Nerv Congress. T'he various erfforts
made b1' the il'Iarxists to create t:'orrbkr ancl c'haos
both in Kerala ald \Mcst Bengal hacl bcen th'rvarted
:rncl tlre emcrgencc of the Nes' Congrcss rls ir strong
party even in Wex;t Ilengal ancl Ker:rla lras added to
their woc's.

Internationally, u'ith the Soviet Uuion co<rpr:ratirig
with the Communist Partv of India ancl the Chilesc
Republic co-operating v'ith the Naxalites, tlie \{irrx-
ists have none to lean to.

Both these realities are reflectcd in thc clraft rcsolu-
tion of the party and the party feels thc need for
doing a lot of spade u'ork depending upon its revolu-
tionary potential, ancl tlis necessitated the call for
going to the roots insteacl of the top. The part,v lras
realised that there was \zer\r little scopc for manoerrvr-

4

ing t'ith other leftist parties politically' at the summit
level and it lras to depend on its own.

Thc process of this ne.iv strategy started rvith the
breakup of the trade union wing of the party fron-r
the AII India 'frade Union Congress. AJter the split
it formed its orvn central federation called the Centre
for Indian Tracle Unions, uuder the chairmanship of
\{r. Ranadive, who is onc of the theoreticians of the
partl'. In outlining the policy of C.I.T.U. \,{r. Ranadive
n'racle it cle:rr that the trade unions u'orrld be not
so mrrch intcrcsted,in as rnundane questions as irecog-
tiitioii bu[ n-ouid 

'use 
the.se to aihieve the 

'part1f,' '

political objectives. To a certain extent the Mancists
have already s^ucceeded in the trade union front and
in the Bombay area, tl.ris approach to the cadres of
other parties had paid dividends. In sorne of the
engineerinq establishments in Bombay, the cadre
rvorkers of the palty in the unions rvere irble to success-
fullv resist tl.re central leadership and come out of the
A.I.T.U.C. In the recent tu'o strikes in Bombay in the
Textile Industry'ancl the Bombay Municipal transport
undertaking, the C.I.T.U. joined the frav in order to
keep trp its rnass face. Another dress rehearsal was in
the strike cnllecl all over Tndia on 23rd Novernber b1'
di$eren.t rrnits and industries. Though thc: strikc is
entirelv politically motivated, by influencing the vari-
ous cadres in the rrnits and industries, an economic
colour lras been rliven. -{gitations on pettv issues rvhich
Irave been startc<l irlreacll' bv the cadres are kept up
s'ithout sc'ttlernent in order to u'hip up the frcnzv and
keep the tanpo going till 2.3rd. The success of this
oue dar"s .strikr srrtrlcl prove to the leadership the
yroirits o{ r'rrlntrtlrilitr. antl dependabilitv ancl ihe
capacity- to cleliver the goods on behalf of tlrr: various
cadrc urcimbers. The iron'"' of it is that none coulcl fore-
see that this strike had a political overtone on the
brrsis of a sunrrnit decision rnade bv the \'farxists at
lhe highest lo,el.

\\/ith regirrcl to thc Neu' Congress, thc \{arxists
Irave forrnd that thev had a formidable enr:ntv ancl
therc'fore their tactics are clouble-faced. lVhile retain-
ing their <rapacit,v and initiative to create trouble at
variorrs fronts. they rvorrld try to build ir public image
lx, .rrpport'ng such progressive measures its were
lrrorrqht in bv thc Neu' Congress.

To sum up, the offset of the resolution to be passed
ll'thrr partl' congress and the nern' tactics arising out
of it. the hancl of \'larxists may be seen more and
rnorc in variorrs lxrpular agitrrtions ancl the cadres be-
Iongir.r{ to virrious othcr leftist parties rt'ould be madt
to join those agitations. Infiltration is the next logical
step to tliis nrcthod of agitations.
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The End 0f The U. N. ?
R.. Masani

|TIHREE arqumeuts have bcen advancecl for the ad-
I mission Jf tir" Chinese Cornmunist regime to the
United Nations. The first is the doctrine of universality

-that the governments of all nation States shoulcl be
members of the U.N. The second is that the Mao Tse-
tung regfune "rcpresents" no less than 700 miliion peo-

ple. The third is that, as rr result of its admission to the
U.N., the Chinese Communist regirne will cease to be
a war-mongering and rrggressive one and becorne
peace-loving. It rnay be u,ortlt exarnining eaclr of these
arguments.

The U.N. Charter does not refect the doctrine of uni
versality. It states specifically that the U.N. is a body
consisting of peace-loving States or nations and that it
is incumbent on anyone rT'ho u'ishes to become a mem-
ber to qualify by an acceptauce of the principles of
the Charter and a rvillingness to let the people of the
country in question determine its government. Obvious-
ly, the N{ao Tse-tung regime does not fulffl these quali-
fications. It has been declared an aggretjsor in Korea in
1950 by the General Assembly and its record of geno-
cide in Tibet is notorious. It may, of course, be argued
that there are some other members alreacly in the U.N.
who also may not qualify and therefore the Mao Tse-
tung regime need not be kept out. This is like the argu-
ment that, since some undesirable characters have
become mernbers of a club, a notorious bandit should
also be admitted! In fact, those rvho raised the cn' that
the admission of Communist China rvould prornote the
urriversalitl. of the U.N. have felt no compunction in
jettisoning thrrt principle ancl voting for the expulsicnr

of Taiwan as if that country simply cloes not erist!

.{musingly enough, it rvas none otller than Presiclent

Niron who ottc" gave the best ansrver to the plea of
universalitv u'hen he said: "What was really at stake
rvas that adrnitting Red China to the United Nations
would be nockery of the provisions of the Charter
rvhich limits its rncmbership to 'pc:rce loving nations'."

Thc second argument that \{ao Tse-tung's regime re-.

presents 700 million people is of course a monstroLrs

perversion of the trutlt. The Mao regime oppresses 700

inillion people and has becn doing so {or the last tu'o
decades. Radio N{oscorv has alleged that the Chinese
tlictators have extermirtatecl 25 million of their people
in the last ten .vears rvhile trying to maintain tlreir dic-
tatorship. Undoubtedly, this is an understatetnent'

The ierror under which the Chinese people havc
been enthralled has by'no means eased or ended. The
number of people u'ho tr-v to escape frorrr tllis tvran-n1'

has been goittg .tp sharply during the last ferv months.

According to an Associated Press report from-Hong-
kong on September 6. 1971, the number of Chinese

rvho risked their lives to srvim from the N{ainland to
Hongkong has increased three-fold during the ftrst
eight months of this year compared to the previous
year. Half of those who tried to escape drowned or
rvere killed by sharks. But still they came. The num-
ber of illegal entrants arrested after reaching Hong-
kong rvas 2500 compared to 900 in the ffrst eight months
of 1970. For every entrant rvho lvas arrested, it is esti-
mated that four more evacled the police. 'fhe number
of Mainland Chinese rvho risked their lives to eseape
from Communist tyrann), in tlre ffrst ten rnonths,of .the
year has reached 16,500. This is the biggest exodus
from the Mainland since 1969. In the face of these
facts, to say that the regime 'represents' the Chinese
people is nothing but a cruel joke.

The third ar.gument is that the Mao regime rvil'l on
being admittecl to the t.l.N.. become lovable, reason-
able and peaceful. But statements made even after the
U.N. r'ote shorv tlrat far from displaying any such

change of heart, the arrogance and aggressiveness of
the ehinese Communist regime has, if anything, in-
creased. The ffrst two staternents made by the Chinese
Communist represantative at the U.N' are good
exirmples of this trend. History has proved wi&out

"*""p1ior-t 
that appeasement only breeds further

aqgressiorr.*Fresident 
Nixon and the U.S. Administration, rvhich

strrrtecl thc landslide aud then tried to control it, must
bcar part of the responsibility for losing tlie crucjal and
,l"r.oi*'vote of 59 to 55 in tbe U.N. ,{.ssembly s'hich
rerrll,v decided the issue. f-here are three distinct rvays

irr ufiich this vote ma.v be described as Catash'ophic'
Tlre first is the clisgrace of expelling from the U.N. one

of its founding membe.rs, the Republic of China, which
has provecl to be a laiv-abiding and faithful member
of the U.N. Tai*,att has ir population of fourteen mil-
lion pcople, an t:.tcellent recorcl of economic and social

clevelopment rvhich has given its people one of the
highest standards of Iiving in Asia ancl the highest
yielcl of rice per acre in the rvhole rvorld, rvith no
Chafter violation against its natue and with a construc-
tive record of economic ttssistance to several African
countries. That such a country should be expelled in
orclcr to accomnrodate a bandit regirne is nothing short

of a major tragcdy. It constitutes a precedent by which
a majoiity in ihe-General Assernbly can arbitrarily ex-
pel any country it desires.' 

A second unfortunate aspect is the blorv that it has

struck at the morale of the people on the Chinese
\'lainland against rvhom the Mao Tse-tung regime is

(Continued on Pagt' 8)



Population Problem
{Tlrc follou,iflg arc ertracts from a long i,nterdew uai.th
Buttk, published in tlrc 'Obseraet'' of l-ondon. The
representatiue.)

CAIRNCROSS; r\,/r McNamtra, I knaw that in gour
uieut the m,ost sefious problem facing the rleaeloping
uswkl at the 'ntsntent is tltat of cw.bi'ng its poryLlntio;
slt'otc,tlt. Hou o1i.titttistic are qou o.bout its clrcnces?

NIcNAMARA: I think that on this subject one should
not be an optimist or a pessimist, but a realist, and a
realist ivould have to conclude..tlrat the.neecl .to curb.
the rtrte of grorvth is so great that people will be bound
to come to understand it, and to do something about it.
The developing nations rvhich are members of this
Bank lrave a total population of the order of almost
2,0OC) million, increasing on averagc at the rate of about
2.6 per cc'nt a vr:ar. lllhat means it clorrl>lcs irr 25 r'erars.

'I'lnt sottncls quite hotific.

Yes, trnd the implictrtions are just bc'coming clear.
Within the last year, demographic studies have shou'n
that if the developing rvorld-u'hich, counting main-
lancl China. has a population of some 2.600 million-
reaches a replacement rate of two children per couple
on average b1', sa1', the vear 2040, tben that population
of 2.600 million s'ill inc'rease by ffvefolcl to an eventual
total of something like 1.4.000 million-probably
14.500.{Xn.000.

Is tlrut likr4y to ltaplteni)
'l-liertr is ccrtuirili. lto ilssurilllce tirat tlic replacertrc,rrl

rate of tw'o children per couple rvill be achieved even
by' tho voar: 2040. On tlie corrtrary, I think tlic rvrrv
rvdrc going today, it's r-inlikell'. But even if it rvere
irchic,r'cd as early as 2040, the population u'<luldn't
stabilise until there rvere roughll' 14,500 n.riilior-r peoplc.
in the developing nations.

No matter what u'e do, we must get ready for a

rvorld p<-rpulation rnany' times larger than it is today,
.and rve rnust begin today to adjust clevelopmerrt
programmes to be reirdv for it.

Is the progress thut is bcing ntetle in the dert4oping
ciruntries anythinu like fast ercugh?

No, and s'hen I say tlrat I don't rvirnt to denigrate
the progres"^ that has been made within the last five
years. Ttlda)/ some 25 deyeloping nations I'rave official
population planning programmes and t}lis is immense
progress. But eompared n'ith, let's say, dre plans and

l)rogriil).rll{'s to r:xpancl food prorluctirin, t}re poptr-
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interoicuer wns Mr Fra.nces Cairncr.oss, the iotr.i.*,,

lation-planning programmqi are very, very \,..r...
indeed in almost every country. With the single uxcr;ir,-
tions of Korea and Taiwan, it's dificult to point i."
significant results.

So uhat is the outlook?

' Political acceptance"of'the ircrttl'foi: popiirlatior cirn-
trol is becoming more r,r'iclespread, and tMt is the first
step torvards a solution. But u'e haven't gone mr;c:h
beyond that. We are going to have to do iar more in
the decades that lie ahead, both to reduce the rate sf
gro-r+'th and to prc'pitre tlre develolting irations to deal
u,ith the vast erpansiou of population that is going to
occur, no nratter rvhat u'e clo. In my opinion, it's goilg
to take at least tu'o decacles to redtrce this rate oT
grou.'th.

\Ithat lws thc \\.'orld Bank been doing to yterwad,e
deueloping ccttntries to odopt satisfactot.tt Ttopulation
progrontntes?

In t}'te fust placc. rr-e hale been taiking about it rvith
them. But much more significantlv s-e have been
adrising Governments. at their request. on what thel'
can do. The recgests for our sen.ices far exceed our
tecbnical capacitv to clcal tith them.

17ate. tlott t:rcr ntrrdr: tha qantirtg of o.sistonce to a
c()ttn.lrrJ rlaTrcrulanl on .tontc' sign thnl it rcottld adopt
an effectirse popukttion. poliul?

Absolutely' not. Nevel. There arc certain nations in
the rvorld today, to which we make loar-rs, that not only
itre not rloing anything about tlre problern but have a

clcirr polic;' of refusing to deal u'itl'r it-ancl vet rve are
still making loans to tliem.
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The Mean it, g Of Jodh pur
A. B. Shah

ROFESSOR y. 1i. lohn's brilliant article 'Back to
Squirre One: The Storv of a Failurc' irtThe, Timcs

of lulia of 17 November 1971 rnentions two causes
behind the barbaric rrttack on hirn b_"- a gloup of
engineering stuclents of the University of ]odhpur.
One rvas 'the edrrcatecl Indian's dream of u'angling a
full-time salary for a pirrt-tirne job' and his firm stand
as Vice-Chancellor of jodhlxl that 'the university
should have no part in training volrng pcople for this
eventual felicity'. The otlrer cause \\,as thc-' fact that the

'decisiori-making procei.s' iii' thd' iiiiii,'diSity. rvir.s'.'fie-
quently sought to be replaced by persons, both young
and old, u'ho are not impelled bv the need for making
better decisions but by mere feelings of self-impor-
tance.''Out of such tenuous material,'horvever, obser-
ves-|ohn, 'disaster can be u;roufiht'. -

John offers no solution for the problc:m, but not
because he rvas u'riting frorn s'hat lre charmingly. re-
fers to as 'a horizontal position'. It is difficult to see a
wa)' out of the mess in u'hich higher-education finds
itself today. The present situation has been building up
over moro than trvo decadcs in clirect response to u,'hat
lras been lrappening in the larger sphere of public life.
T'hese years have u'itrrcssc'cl a steach' gros'th of popu-
list attitudes and a continual clt'clinc' <lf standards of
integrity and tlre nrle of lau'. s'ith ltarelr. concealed
encollragement from those u'lro corrtrol the levers of
power. Tliis has unclcnnined the r-crr. concept of
authority and, indeecl. nraclc' it irrdistingrrishaltlc frorn
that of brtrtc force. In thc t'r'r'rrt. instcircl of right acting
as n restrilint rlrr rnight. riright itst'lf srrccessfrrllv pass(.s
ofi as liglrt.

The public cortscicritc too lras lrt'cn hlrrntcd bv tht'
,ru".*ritg spcctacle of c'.,'nicism ancl lrvpocrisr. oir tlre
pirrt of the political elite,. lt is aroused, ancl that too for
a lrricf mornent, rvlren thirtgs go blatarrtly rvrong.
Gcrrerally tlt is r r.rcrans.'s'lten violc.u('(' rrssunr es .sl t o cki n g
proportions-that is, s'hen a \\'omarl memher of parlia-
mcnt is assaulted in public or a vice-chnncellor is
gheraoed ancl subjectecl to a nrurclerous trttack. A
desperirte searclr is thelr undertaken for a p:rlliative in
the form of an unprinciplecl cornpr<lrnise. Peace-makers
step in, making appropriate noiscs in favour of tole-
rancc and rnutual unclerstancling. tn<l ask both tbe
parties to the clispute to re-cstablish ironnal', 'friencllv'
relations in a s;:irit of 'forgive anrl forget'.

But palliativcs can onh' provide temporar'1. reliefl
they cannot curc tltc cliseasc'. If anything. hv giving a

false ser.rse of lvell-being, the,v nrereh' c'ontrihrrte to a
further aggravation of the nralirise.

Tlris is preciscly rvlrat happenecl at Joclhpur ancl is
no diffcront f-161'11 ufint ltas ltet'n ltaprrcnirrg irr rnanv

other universities in recent year:;. \\/hat distinguishes
Jodhpur is the kind of vice-ch:rn<:r:llor it has got and
the cause that provoked the orrtburst of stuclent vio-
Ience beyond the alreadl' liigh threshold of public tole-
rance.

It rvould be difficult to list rnole than half a dozen
persons in present-day India u,ho combine in them-
selves the clualities that maker Professor John a true
eclucationist and a unique vice-chancellor. Srrch men
are gc'nerall)''admired'by the Establishment but only
from a' distance;.they 'are rarely 'ealled to,occtrpy" the
vice-chancellor's chair. Their unclerstanding of the role
of higher education in a modernizing society like
Inclia's, their concern for youth and desire to help it
grou' into responsible ancl self-res1;ecting manhood,
their selfle.ss idealism ancl eourage of conviction, and
abovc' all. their unrenritting ef{ort to improve standards

-all these render them r.rnreliable in the eyes of those
rvho select vice-chancellors for most Indian universi-
ties. Horvever-, the Governrnent of Rajasthan, unlike
that of Maharashtra. slipped up for once. Not finding a
'suitable' candidate for the pos! it invited Profe$or
y. !. John rvith the assurance that he rvould experi-
ence no interference from the Govemment.

That u'as in \,Ir Sukhadia's time, ancl .so long as

\Ir Sukhaclia u'as Chief t\{inister Professor John could
go ou developing the university u'ithout serious hind-
rance from disgmntled teachers, sttrdent leaders or
locir! politic'ians. In a Iittk' less tlran t\\'o vears he coulcl
tonc rrp tlre .svstems of instrtrction ancl cxirminations,
recruit brilliant \,oung tcachels to tlre facul6', bring
out bilinEral textJlooks. fbtrnd a forrrishitrg co-ope.ra-
tivt' lrook-strrll <ln thc campus, brighten up tht: ttnit'et-
sitv libnn' so tlrat students began to sit in it, and start
a high-tir-ralitv cantprrs nervsletter. Among other major
projects rvere thc cotrstrrrction of hotrses for teachers
ancl ir strbsitlian' cnmpns nt I hill station ufiere teach-
ers on sabattical lc'ave could rcpair to strrd''' ancl $'rite
in peacc.

The situation changecl when \'If Barakatull:rh Khan
became Chief lvlinister. His constituencl" is Jodhpur.
from u,hiclr he was elected with a narrow rnargin of
about 500 r,oters in 1967, Having soon to face a fresh
election fron the same conr-tituencl'. irnd l:rcking :l
strong enough trase of his orvn in the party as 

"vell 
as

the Siate, he is uns'illirrg to court unpopularity rvith
anv grolrp tlrat is potentially capable of making troublc;
at elcctirx tirnc. Hence the rcfusal of the local achninis-
tration in Jotlhylur to responcl to thc LTniversitv's -call
for help oi to t"k. finn action against the s'ould-bcr
murcleirs of Professor John. The attitude of the police
on rr previous occasion, u'hen Professor John n'as

I
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subjected to a night-long gherao, convinced the str-ld-

ents of tlie engineering faculty not only that tlley were
entitled to a university degree without working l:or it,
but also that the Govemment u'ould r-rot interfere if
they asserted their right by methods already adopted
by tlre 'socialist vanguard' of the ruling party against
the'enemies of the people'. \47hat happened to Profes-
sor John shows that they were not altogether rvrong in
their reasoning. The only factor which they did not
take into account rvas the fact that they were dealing
rvith a vice-chancellor who rvas difierent from the
general run and who carried his resignation in his
pocket. 'fhe Gover:rment of Rajasthan, the siriking
students of the engineering faculr,v* and the teachers
behind them have been caught on the v:rong foot.
i'robably"they wijrild try to find a way oul of their
predicament rvithout loss of face. Flowever, anyone
who kneu' Professor John would wonder how on an
issue like altir $erle could be a 'compromisd which did
not e'nd either in the assertion of academic values or
in their total disoivrrment by the community at large'

Whatever tlre outcorne of this particular imbroglio,
it raises once again a much larger question. Unless we
lrnswer it in a satisfactory manner, higher education in
India u'ill have to be t'ritten ofi for decades to come.

And if that is to be so, we may as rvell u'rite off the
chances of dernocracy surviving in this country.

The basic question about the future of Indian uni-
versities is tliii: if universities are going to be bufietted
by the political u'ind.s of the moment, is there any \\'ay
of ensurirrg that there s'ill be at least a feu' institutions
rvhich are left free to sen'e the community u'ithout any
lear of phvsical violence or financitrl strangtrlation? It
is obvious that so long as a universitl' has to depend
on govemment aid and its legitimacy rests on the
approval by the legislature, it cannot function in an
iridepcndcnt mrlllller. Also, so long as it is h'cated as

,r remrurd home for unemployable adolescents n'ith no
aptitude for hard u,ork or serious intellectual pursuits,
ii cannot observe any standards rvorth the name. It is

therefore necessary that the couutry should have some

rrniversity-type institutions u'hose financial viability
rvill not be conditional on large student bodies and

lclaptabilitl. to tlre current political climate.
Given the understanding and firmness of resolve, it

is not difficult to set up a feu' such institutions. Profes-
sor Johu observes in his article that there is talent
lying buried in our universities' There also are a fairly
large number of young men and wom-en who have in
them the potentialities of ffrst-rate leaders in the fields
of thouglit and action. At present stlclt teachers and
studentJ are disper.sed all ove'r the country but they
lre not in a positiou to rvork together in n team. There
:rre also a number of young business executives who
feel that something radicallv difierent needs to be done

in the field of higher cducation. Tbel'have the resourc-

cs, and it should rtot be difficrrlt to persuade them to
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make them available provided there is a rvorthrvhile
plan to support. I have elaborated this idea on a num-
ber of occasions in tire past and so shall not here go

into detaiis. I rvould only otrserve that it is time that
like-rnindeh acaclemiciani ancl business executives got
together to give it a concrcte shape.

Government is not likely to look rvith favour on any
initiative of this kind. But then rvhich government in
a developing society hrrs ever liked privatc initiative
against its o*'n political interests? Fortunately, how-
ever, there is nothing in the lav' of the land rvhich
prohibits such efforts on the part of public-spirited
citizens. If they succecd in sctting up what may be
ctrlled n fe'*- tttttional universities which do not depentl
on Govemment assisttrnce or populist support, thel''
woulcl be blrzin$''i' nEw' Tiiil''ri'hose si Hiiiff c{iittr''\i;ill' "**-'
only be evident in the years to come.

(Continued fton Page 5)

errgagecl i,r n pe.manelrt war. The peasanti' resistance
to the regime has hardlv died dorvn as evidenced by
the numelous executions in retaliation. The respect and
recognition given to their oppressors u'ill, therefore,
rt'ea[en and demoralise the fight of thc Chinese lovers
of freeciom for the liberation of their country. In that
sense, tl.re U.N. decison is a blorv to the Chinese people
on the Mainland.

The third and perhaps the saddest consequence is
thnt thc admission of Cornrntttrist Chil.ra virtLr:lll1'means
tlrc encl of tlrc United \atir>ns in attv meaningful sense

as a body' tliat is going to ttririutain the peace tif tlre
world. \\;hen \\'orld \\'ar ll startecl in 1939 rtrt<l ulten
the Soviet Union attacked little Finland in 1910, the
League of Nations rras still tht'rt' *'ith all its para-
phenralia in Gcneva :rncl *'itlr a rtrembcrship rlot dissi-
millr to thc tnctubelslrilt of the U.\. todirt.. IIou' n'i'ts

it then tlrat nobodl' thouglrt o[ raising t]rc issue in the
League of Nations? It rvtrs llecausc cluring:rrld after the
ItalGn attack on Abvssinitt, the League hacl shos'n its
impotence ltricl its unu'illingrterss to cleter thc agg-res-

soiancl prcisen () thc peact'. Sotttt' ttatitltts llou'cd before
tlre thrcats of aggressors in tlre nristirkcn thought tlrat
srrbmission to evii antl krtucklitrg ttlldt'r in tlre face of
violence could bc tratlecl for tlie sttrvivirl <lf the League.
As a result, thc l,eagrrc s'as paralvsed :rrlcl then collal>
sed.

It is to bc fealr.d that thc thioking irnd bchaviour of
those clorninating the Li.\. toclal- is not \iery different.
With the Chineie Cornmunist veto norv added to the
Soviet veto, can it be seriously suggested that the Secu-

rity Council s'ill be a body fit tncl u'orthy of maintain-
ing u'orld peace ancl acting as art tlrbitcr in intema-
tional disputes? On tlre contrtrrv, the results of this
piece of political amoralitf are onll' too likely' to be

lurther ap1:eat"ment and furthc'r sacriffce of human
freerdom.
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Ru ral Servitu de
Abraham Brumberg

A NDREI AlvIALltlK, tlre 33-year-old Russian play-
fL *,r;gh1 ancl historian ivho rr,as recently arrested
for the second time and sentenced to three years at
hard labour for writing and disseminating "anti-Soviet"

works (including the book under review), is surely one
of the most impressive ffgures in rvhat has come to be
knog'n as the "Democratic \,{ovement" in the USSR.
In lris prer.iously publishedWilt the Soaiet Union Stu'-
viae ufiil1984? (Neq' York, Harper & llos', 1970), hc:

revealed himself as a brilliant social critic,, albeit
perhaps one given to occasional srveeping prognosti-
cations. ln lnxolunktry .lounteu to Siberio, actualll.
written two years earlier, he ernerges trs the chroniclcr'
and observer par ercellencc-cool, realistic, committed
yet dispassionate, rvith a farvless e1'e for both the detail
and the esscnce of everl' phenornenon he describes, un-
obtnisively witty, and finally, rrodest rvithout being in
the least self-effacing. Above all, he is a man rvho has
clearl-"* Iived up to his orvn prescription that the only
wa)' to survive under rvhat he ltas called elseu'here a
regime marked by "degradatior-r and grorving decrepi-
tudd'is to "insist on one's rights to an independent exis-
tence'-to "stnnd up for one's dignitv and not give rvav
to fear".

The present volutne ltcitrs ortt tlre acculac,v of his ana-
lysis of Soviet socicrtv ts s'ell as the tvisdorn of his rule
of conduct. Jutlging l;r' Analrik's description, the Soviet
reginre has progrc'sst'tl since Stalin's dav to a point
where it may notl lrt, corrtparetl to the regirnc tlr:tt exist-
ed in Russia alolurd tlre ttrni ,lf tlris centttr\-. The arbit-
raniness of the Stirlin t'rrt, ntore pcn'asivt' and tnorc
savagc than that of thc clcspotic reign of Nicholas I. is
gone. ll''lre px'sent Sovict lrttreitrtcrttcY, as \[ax Havs'arcl
notes in his splt,ndicl irrtroclrrc'tion, is forced to "take
sornc lrccolrlrt of the litu'. srrch :rs it is. in dealing tvith
people s,ho herve fallen foul of it"; and it shorvs signs
of nn ernc:rgent "pluralism," of overlapping functions
and jurisdictions. Hacl Amalrik been arrestecl for thc
same crime-tlrc formal clrarge rtgainst hitn u'as 'para-

sitisnr," or lrrck o[ rcgular cmployrnent, ltrrt tlre real
reason la,v in lris rrorrconfonnist viervs-lot in 1965 but
hventy years carlier, he might rvcll lrirve vanished u'ith-
out a trace. At the later date, hos'cver, the police rvas

no longer wholly beyoncl-or abovc-the law. A "case",

however absurd by the standards of trVesterrn jurispm-
dence, had to be rnade, "eviclence had to l.rc llrodrrcc.d
in court, :rnd Arlalrik \\'ns givcn the opportunity to hirrr
a defence attorncv. A]scl. it soon becarne apptrlent that

the rbgular police took a rnore lenient attitr"rde torvards
Amalrik"s "transgressions" (contacts rvith foreigners,
an interest in "abstract" paintings, and the like) than
did the KGB. Amalrik, his friends, and eventually liis
defense counsel did their best to exploit these differen-
ces, not by cringing admissions or by attempting to pltry
one against the other (which rvould have been futile),
but by insisting on Arnalrix"s constitutional rights and
exploring every legal avenue of defense available to
Soviet citizens. True, their efiorts succeeded only after
Amalrik had already served nearll' half of his 1965 sen-

tence of three years. And norv, his second arrest ancl

conviction clearly demonstrate anerv horv tenuous the
Soviets' vaunted "socialist legality" rernains today, all
the changes and reforms notwithstanding. Yet
if Amalrik has not beaten the "system", neither has he
been beaten by it. By refusing to':give way to fear", he
has at least shown that it is possible to oppose the re-
gime and thus retain a sense of personal integrity, of
faith in oneself and in the future.

Iru:oluntary lourneg to Siberia consists of two parts.
The first depicts the circumstances that led to Amalrik s

1965 arrest, the trial, and the iourney to his place of
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exile-a collective farrn near Tomsk, Siberia' The

second deals with the author's experiences on the

Kolkhoz and present fascinating glimpses of peasarrt

life arrcl ruraf cor-rditions in general. Poiitically, the

Soviet Uniou today rnay, as suggcsted before, be com-

parable to Tsarist Russia circa 1900. Yet, 11 ib,s viilage
-of 

Gut'yevka is even partially typical then socially a

good part of rural Russia is still the same as it rvas

in the cla1,5 61 Gogol and Saltykov-Shchedrin half a

century earlier. Some of the scenes described by Amirl-
rik rvoulil be amusing (in the siurle sense that the
scenes in Gogol's The Inspector Genetal trre ), if they
r.r,ere not so appalling in their rel'elations:

To prrt it bluntly, the life of the Russian peasaut re-

mains nasty, brutish, trnd short. Nlore than a century

afterthe abolition of serfdom, the peasants are still-or
rather again-Iittle more than serfs of the State, unable

to move-to the cities or to manage their orvn afrairs, de-

privecl of the minimal legal guarantecs enjol'ed 
-by'

irrban drvellers, and totally at the mercy of the autho-
rities-from the chairrnan of their kolkhoz, appeinted
from above, to the militia-rvho regard them as little
more thau chattel. (During an impromptu speech,on
Soviet lau', Amalrik'relates, the local prosecutor infor-
med the peasants, "much to tlreir pleasure, that the
(kolkhozf chairman and foreman s'ere not entitled to
beat them. In another kol}fioz, he (the prosecutor) said,
the forernrrn hacl beaten up some of the kolkhozniks
and lockctl one $'olllan in his office rvithout food for a
couple of days, but he u'<luld shortly be brought t<l

trial for tlris.")
The pea.sants are uniuformed, addicted to vodka, and

almost unbelievably primitive. During a lecture on the
ljrd Congress of ihe CPSU, Amalrik rvrites' -ha$ly
an1'bo<lf i=istened . . . since they rvere busy' rvith their
r.'ork, or if tL.y did listen, it made no sense

becau.^e tlrey didft even lorou'rvhat CPSLr meant." As

for tlre district hospital, "all kinds of terror stories rvere
told: somebody, for instance, su'ore he had seen a
patient suspended by hooks frorn the cciling to be

ioastecl bi' doctors on ir slorv ffre."
Living in sqtralor, the peasants, in Amalrir<"s opinion'

no long.r retain irny interest irl-or rnemory of-individ-
ual fair"ning evcrt'thouglr tlrey jealotlsll' grrard their
u'retchecl iprivatc ploti', and their attitucle tou'ards

tlreir mastci varies florn sullen resentmerlt to complete
letlrargl'.

"I tl]ink that these are people", says Arnalrik, "with
rvbou vur can do anytlring." I{is observations have the

irrdisputallle ring of truth, btrt his conclusions tnay not

be altogether correct. However atomized the Soviet

peasantry may be, horn'ever meekly it may accept its

miserable plight, it still bears the scars of countless in-
dignities 

"ttdih.tt 
constitutes, at least potentially, a vast

re[ository of grievances again-st the S-oviet regime' One-

"air 
only'r.',rnic'r, uneasily, r'r'hat lvill happen if one of

these da-vs these suhterraneall feelings sbould burst
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forth into the open. Unless certain basic socia! eco,no-

mic and political reforms-such as those vvhich Andrei
Amatrik has advocated-are put into effect, Russia ma1'

yet see an expiosion far rnore elemental and far more
Lloody tlan anythiug that couutry has expe'riencecl

during its Iong and tortured ltistory.

Re vie w
Malwtma Candhi:

The Man and' his Missiott
U. R. Rao, Editcd by G. S. Pohekur'' Unitecl Asia Publi-
cations, Rs. 15.

DEADING throush this srnall book of 110 pages by
I lu," N4r. U. R. 

"Rao, 
one of the founder editors of

United Asia magazine, orle gets a scintillating-glimpse
nf the rnany facets of Gandhiji's perponality and charac-

ter unfolded before his eyes throupfr various- intere;ting
articles. "Birthday Musings" make the reader uncon-
scioush' shccl a iear ..'hen he reacls about Gancltriji

(u,hose birthday rvas being proudlv celebratecl bv the

nation ) dicl not have el'c'tr a lanlp for usc at nighi in
the prison. Or. agirin. about the poor littlt' children in

the East Errcl of l-ondon. *'ltere tlrc \{ahatnla pre-

ferred to lodge rrht'rr he *'as there for the Round-

Table Conieience, *'ho sent hirn bi*hda1' gifts'

Gandhiji enquired about those presents rvhilst lre rvas

lrastill' leaviirg for India, saf inq "thef irre the only
thirrgs I rrn takirtg birck to Ilrtliir crccpt rr4rat I catme

rvithl'. Hou' ftrll of nrcaning u'ere his rvorcls' 'Tlte

\Iart1,16lsn1 of tl'rc, \{a}ratnta' incline.^ orle to feel that
Gtrnclhi hacl a premonition that he would be shot dead'

For l.rcr had suggested it much earlier 
"r'hilst 

preaching

Ahiurstr. Gandhiji c'onsiclered birth lurtl death as two

aspects of thc sirme State the onc not at all better or
rvorsc than the otlter. The \'Ialuhr)il \\rils first ancl fore-

nxlst a man of action, rrnclerstandrng, courage and

conrpassion. Horv else could he have unflinc'hingly
associated hirnself so closely I'i'ith the lepers?

J trm surc. Gandhi u'ould not have preferred a

better evaluation or a loftier compliment than the one

given hinr lx, the author u4ren he writes: "Social

Reformer. or politician, saint or statestnan, rvhatever
the garb he ttore, he rvas essentially and profoundly
a htinatt being claiming kirxhip s'it.h the Ineek. the
gcntle and the simple in heart."

V. R. P.qr.\xx.ln



Letter to Jlple ndttftr
WE AND AMERICA

Dear Sir,

Much water has florved through the Potornac and
the Ganges since I. wrote my last article innocently
titled "America's Responsibility'. Since then I have
discovered that, words like 'iesponsibility'', "honour",
"pledge" etc. are lust empty cliches in international
diplomacy, that in a dog-eat-dog world it is every
nation for itself and the devil take the hindmost.

Thus, we watch horrified (with the perplexed eyes
of political innocents ) that morals must suit the needs
of men if they are to be adhered to; that slaughter of
millions is a crime only when the perpetrator is Hitler;
that re.election to a 2nd terrn can'mean Inore'to an
American President than the fate of the rest of the
rvorld.

It must be admitted in all fairness to the Ameri-
cans that they are not alone to be blamed for the
abzurd low in our relations. It has been a gradual pro-
cess of erosion for v'hich we must take larger respon-
sibility.

Three successive American Presidents made honest,
wholehearted endeavours to lift us out of economic
squalor. If China is not already in possession of the
Assam oil-ffelds credit must go to Kennedy for his
qrcntaneous and unconditional response in our time
of need. ( He &d not twist our arm into signing an-v
"friendship - treaties" )

To our eternal shamg our ingratitude to the U.S-
did not die at this point.

We criticised America in Vietnam (while lve were
busy gorging their wheat) where they were doing a
job rvhich was a collective Asian responsibility.

We succumbed to communist pressure and sabo-
taged the Indo-US Education Foundation plan that
could have revitalised our outdated education systern.

We publicly equated the highly symbolic but stati-
stically insignificant Russian aid with the billions that
America poured into this csuntry.

In short an honourable nation like India bit the very
hand that fed it. We were beggars with a difrerence;
we did not beg, we demanded!

All these unseemly antics of ours were tolerated,
all our petulance ryas pardqqed because the r-nen, ybg
occupied the White House were decent, noble beings.

Now, the wheel has gone full circle. America has
a President who is an unabashed political trickster;
whose country and eareer are the sole considerations
in his sleight-of-hand ping-pong; who is a ruthless real-
ist to rvhom immediate gains are more important than
long-term ideals; who gives w-hat he gets, always with
interest, often belorv the belt.

Indian politiciarx rvho for long strode with pre
surnptuous arrogance suddenly ffnd that in Nixon, they
have a slipper,u- tiger by the tail......and his claws
could be fatally sharp.
Victoria Road,
Bombay 97.
4-11-7r

N. J. Teverua

OER !$il[
HA
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fhora r.a

l. Any loro thtl does not hcal.

2. A lump or thlck€otng in thc br€ral or llrcwherc
3. Unusual bleeding or diacharge

{. Any changs in a warl or mole

5. Per3lstent hdlgettlon ot dlficultf io re.llovvlno

6, Persletenl hoatsonogs or cou0h

7. Any chang. ln normrl bowol hrbltE.

lryou ootleo any ol these 7 Dlnoer Slgntla--conlun
\doctot AT ONCE.

BLE i[,,ffJ,1"l"l

YOUR MOilEY CA]I
$AVE A LIFE !
Thc lndltn Crncer Soclaly lr ln irgrnl a6ad ol lonat.

rnh whlch lo Rght cancGt. Howav€. !m!n to{t atonrtlon.

It cln hclp to trv. . [lc. Pod yout conttlbutlon to
THE INDIAN CAi{CER SOCIETY. Horpllal Ar:nua.
Parel, Bombay 12.

GIl'E TlI c0r{0uEn cm{cER
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Yahya Khan would like uothing better than provo-
cation by India to give him the excuse of starting a

war with her.

-Badr-Ud-Din Tyabii, lndian Express,
November 8.

What a majority of the United Nations did on
Monday, October 25, in expelling Taiwan was one of
the most unmoral acts in world lristory.

-David Lawrence, U.S. Neux & World Repott,
November 8.

Excessively complex procedures adopted by Gov-
ernment to process applications were a serious hind-
rance to the country's industrial growth.

-J. R. D. Tata, March of the Natiott',
Novernber 20.

We do not embarrass ourselves by refleeting rvhe-
ther there are any values we are supposed to be de-
fending in addition to square miles of territory.

-\/. \/. John,Times of India, November 17.

The Union Coventment sometimes give the impres-
sion of a young urchin who has been bought a new
toygun for the ffrst time-by the u'ay it revels in using
and misusil'rg its ordinance-making pow€rs.

-lannta, November 14.

Is the Nobel Prize some kind of stolen goods that it
must be presented behind closed doors and without
witnesses?

-Alexander Solzhenitsyn, March of the Notion,
November 6.

To the Editor.
FnsrDolvr FRsr,
C/o Democratic Research Servt<.e.

127, Mahatma Gandhi Road.

Bombay l.

Please euol ,ne as a subsuiber fo Fnnroov Ftnsr.

I rcmit the anutal subscription of Rs. 5.00

Name: .

Ad<lress:

S igrra rt r r,

Registered No. MH 272

If tsangla Desh is to be a little more than an etoca-
tive abstraction, as at present, and the millions of
refugees now in India have to be returned home in
security and honour or alternative)y rehabilitated in
this country, it is the international community on
which both would seem to 

5ffiXiff"H;ember rB.

"For the U.S., one China is not enough; for the
Russians, one is too many."

-!oke passed round U.N. Lobbies quoted inTime,
November 1.

"Some people nray have lost their nroral courage.
l'hese people may sink so lorv as to become lackeys of
Mao Tse-fung, that traitorous, deceitful, aggressive,
terroristic bandit from tfie caves of Yenan."

-kesident Chiang Kai-shek quoted in the
Economi.$, October 16.

Whatever the people may not knorv, the.1' knou'
when the shoe pinches.

-John Straehe-v quoted in Encounter,
August 1971.

Norv is the time for all good conservatives and true
to ctme to the aid of the liberals.

-Henr.v Fairlie in Etrcouttter.
August 1971.

"Under Ni-xon's Presidency, Washington has becorne
the only capital of the three supergreats which seems
capable of dialogue rvith the other two."

-"I-e Monde" quoted in U.S. Nctos & World Report,
October 25.

Suppose the Soviet arny goes straight to the banks
of the Yellorv River, the Arnericans go to the southern
banks of the Yangtze river, ]apan invades and occupies
Tsing Tao to Shanghai and India goes in and invades
Tibet.

-Clrou-En-lai quoted in Opiniott, October' 26.

According to lVlarx, scientific socialism means noth-
ing but communism as is explained in the Communist
Manifesto.

-P. Parthasarathy', Incl.ian Erpres,s,
Novtrrrrber 19.

With Many Voices
" "The deep

Itloans round with many voices. Come, my friends,'Tis not too late to seek a newer world."
-Tenngson,

Edited and pul>lished for tlre Democratic Research Service by \'. E. Karnik at 127 h{ahatma Candhi Road, Bombnv l, and
printed by him at Inland Printers, 55 Gamdevi R^ad, Rombay 7-
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