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ESCAPE FROM ISOLATIONISM

M. R. Masani

RESIDENT Nixon's victory, with 62 per cent of

the popular vote, has been welcomed less because

of his own virtues—which are not incensiderable—

than because of the relief caused by the rejection of

~ Senator McGovern and his policies. The U.S. has

pulled itself together and escaped the nightmare of

McGovernment and the world the perils of American
isolationism.,

Lovers of freedom in Asia have special reason to be
pleased and relieved. Whatever his other shortcom-
ings, Nixon is not a “Europe Firster” who would leave
Asia to its fate, Given the rise of the ugly phenomenon

- of neo-isolation with which he has been faced, per-
haps no President could have done better than he
has for the freedom of the peoples of Indo-China.
Hence the chorus of relief and. satisfaction that
has been heard from Asian capitals as far flung as
Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, Bangkok, Manila, Tokvo
and Seoul.

Kissinger Slips

It is too early to say, however, whether or not this
record is going to be badly blotched by the hasty and
thoughtless draft agreement into which Dr. Kissinger
« appears to have allowed himself to be trapped during
his secret negotiations with the North Vietnamese
Communists behind the back of his South Vietnamese
allies. If indeed it is true that the draft agreement
allows the 150,000 North Vietnamese troops in the
South as a result of the treacherous ‘aggression earlier
this vear to remain in South Vietnam ‘even after a
cease fire, President Nixon will—for his own sake and
the good name of the U.S.—do well to get out of this
disgraceful deal. <
The London Economist, which has welcomed
President Nixon's re-election, has something pertinent
to say on this point:
“Even as a matter of international law, quite apart

from political commonsense, it is wrong that they
should be allowed to stay there. North Vietnam has

recognised the existence of South Vietnam as a
separate state, by agreeing that the political future
of the South is something for the two South Viet-
namese parties to settle. So it has no business to keep
an army in South Vietnam, It is no reply to this to
say that North Vietham cannot be expected to
agree to the withdrawal of these troops hecause it
has never publicly admitted that they are there,

They "are, and everybody knows it... The same

communist directive which told the Vietcong gueril-

las that they would have to do without the help of

North Vietnam’s army also instructed them to orga-

nise a campaign of ‘tyrant elimination, abduction and

assassination” after the cease-fire... Mr. Nixon and

Mr. Kissinger should be generous with everything

except principle,”

The trouble with many clever-clever gentlemen
scattered all over the globe is that they are likely to
have engraved on their graves the sad epitaph: “I
knew how to handle the Communists!” Dr. Kissinger

( Continued on page 2)
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