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Le ELEVEN YEARS TO GO?

Manohar Malgonkar

STICE—Communist Style’, a small book published
' - by the IBH Publishing Company of Bombay and
't~ .priced Rs 3.50 is a powerful commentary on what, to
‘the citizens of this country, may well turn out to be

the most convulsive and portentous event of the year

h 1978, the supersession of three eminent judges of the
. 9 Supreme Court. Of its four contributors. Mr. M. R.

" ; asani is too well known as a champion of true liberal-
y ism in and out of Parliament to need an introduction.
"®'wo others, Mr. A. G. Noorani and Mr. Ram Jethmalani,
e '‘energetic and prominent lawyers who are also
ecognized authorities on constitutional and inter-
¥\ rational law and the fourth, Dr, Bertram D. Wolfe, is a
o "f‘ﬁstinguished American scholar who has made the
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A%5tudy of communism his life’s work. The background

4, J3nd credentials of all four contributors constitute both
Q... e strength and the weakness of the book, for their
T, riting, which is agreeably free from sentimental or

erary dross, is aimed at the intellect and not the
heart. It is not likely to disturb the slumbers of the
wast majority of the people who believe that the drastic
§ “iemedies that they are being made to swallow are
i somehow ealculated to magic away their poverty, At
4 - the same time, to those of us who are not easily
*  hypnotized by slogans, they bring home the message
at, here in this country which prides itself as being
e largest democracy in the world, we may not be, in
this year of grace, quite eleven years away from George
ell's ‘Nineteen Eighty-four.’

: i'{&ous Event

tvill be recalled that, on 25th April, and after the

= Supreme Court had already closed for the day, an

o announcement was made that Mr. Justice Niren Ray

had been appointed the Chief Justice of India, thereby

superseding three other judges who were senior to him,

The timing of the announcement, as Mr. Masani points

out, had many of the earmarks of a cleverly prepared
ambuscade.

Only a day earlier. the full 13-Judge bench of the

Supreme Court had delivered its judgement on a vital
issue of owr times, the amending powers of Parlia-
ment, and in this judgement, the three judges who
were superseded were the ones who had rejected the
Government's contention of the absolute sovereignty of
Parliament, and the judge who superseded them
was the one who had accepted it. The general feeling
that the Government had victimized the ‘inconvenient’
judges and rewarded a ‘pliant’ one was in no way
assuaged by the feeble explanation tendered on its
behalf that the supersession was somehow in keeping
with the guidelines provided by the Law Commission
of India. If anything, the supersession went against
the grain of these guidelines which, among other
things, recommend that the Chief Justice should be
someone who “on the occasion arising, be a watchdog
of the independence of the judiciary.” Mr. Jethmalani
refutes this makeshift elucidation in a forthright

manner:

“To say that the three judges were superseded on

IN THIS ISSUE

The well-known novelist, Manohar MalgonKar,
asks in an article on our front page whether
India may not after all be only 11 years away
from the nightmare of George Orwell's “1984",
His query is based on a reading of the recent
publication “Justice—Communist Style”.

There follow three items. one on “Thailand’s
Revolution of Rising Expectations” and two on
“The West Asian Conflict”.

The reviews in this issue cover wide ground
all the way from Rajaji to the crisis in the Indian
judiciary and a German view of Europe and the
uU.s.
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