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WE’VE BEEN THROUGH THIS BEFORE

M. R. Masani

(The September-October issue of ASIAN AFFAIRS, a prestigious bi-monthly published by the
American and Asian Educational Exchange of New York, carries an article by the Editor entitled

INDIA’S SECOND REVOLUTION.

It is not a blow by blow account of the Emergency but primarily

an analysis of the deeper roots of the collapse of Indian democracy and its restoration and a warning
against the dangers of a backlash. The months that have passed since it was written have done noth-
ing to dispel the apprehensions which were expressed in the extract from that article reproduced here.)

Fascinating as is the story of the fall and resur-
gence of democracy, the student of history will seek
to get at the deeper meaning of all that has happen-
ed in India during the past two years. Why had
this interruption in the relatively peaceful and de-
mocratic life of the people of India taken place?
Did it have to take place or was it an aberration
on which we in India and our friends abroad can
gigw Pturn our backs and hope to live happily ever

terr

 As it happened, this issue came up as early as
October 15, 1975, when a few bold spirits forega-
thered in Ahmedabad to hold an all-India Civil
Liberties Conference. The inaugural speech was
made by a distinguished retired Chief Justice of the
Bombay High Court and a former Cabinet Minis-
ter of Mr. Nehru's and Mrs. Gandhi’s Governments.
He said that the Emergency declared on June 26
that year was the orginial sin from which all our
evils emanated. In one way, of course, he was
right but when I followed him I took the occasion,
as a student of history, to question®his major assump-
tion.

I believe that what happened on June 26, 1975
was only the culmination of what had gone before
the last twenty-five years since Independence.
The Fourth Republic in France did not fall and
France did not turn to De Gaulle on a particular
day by whim or caprice. The Fourth Republic fell
because the politicians of the Fourth Republic had
played the fool, because they were selfish and party
minded.. And because the people of France were
bored and fed-up with them, they threw them out
and brought in De Gaulle as a powerful President.

That is what I as a student of history feel happen-
ed in India.

I see two basic causes for the “Emergency”. The
first is the character of our public life, the fragility
of our democracy, and the absence of an infrastruc-
ture of grass roots vigilance and voluntary organi-
sation without which the political parties have float-
ed on top with no roots below. In short, too much
politics, too little citizenship. The questions Indian
politicians could usefully ask themselves are: Did
we show our fitness to enjoy the freedom the Con-
stitution gave us? Did we play the gameP Did we
put the country before party? Did we put the coun-
try before selt? Did those in office show a readi-
ness to give up office or did they cling to it like

(Continued on page 12)
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We feel privileged to publish extracts from
some significant statements on economic affairs
made recently by Mr. Charan Singh and Mr.
George Fernandes, by two important members
of the Union Cabinet.

Editorial notes cover comments on the ‘U
turn’ effected by the UNP Government in Sri
Lanka, the disintegration of the ILO and the
intrusion of the Arab political lobby even in the
world of music in India.

Prof. S. P. Aiyar reviews a book on
Press She Could Not Whip’.
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