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WE'VE BEEN THROUGH THIS BEFORE 
M. R. Masani 

(The Ser,t~mber-October i.!We of ASI!\N AFFAIRS, a prestigious bi-monthly published by the 
Ametica.n and AsiQn Educational Exchange of New York, carries an article by the Editor entitled 
lNDIA'S SECOND REVOLUTION. It is not a blow by blow account of the Emergency but primaril1J 
an analysis of the deepet· roots of the collapse of Indian democracy and its restoration and a warning 
against the dangers of a backlash. The months that have passed since it was writjen have done noth­
ing to dispel the apprehensions which were expressed in the extract from that article reproduced here.) 

Fascinating as is the story of the. fall and resur- That is what I as a student of history feel happen· 
gence of democracy, the student bf history will seek ed in India. 
to get at the deeper meaning of all that has happen- I see two basic causes for the ''Emergency''. The 
ed in India during the past two years. Why had first is the character of our public life, the fragility 
this interruption in the relatively peaceful and de- of om democracy, and the absence of an infrastruc· 
mocratic life of the people of India taken place? ture of grass roots vigilance and voluntary organi­
Did it have to take place or was it an aberration sation without which the political parties have float­
on which we in India and our friends abroad can ed on top with no roots below. In short, too much 
now turn our backs and hope to live happily ever politics, too little citizenship. The questions Indian 
after? politicians could usefully ask themselves are: Did 

As it happened, this issue came up as early as 
October 15, 1975, when a few bold spirits forega­
thered in Ahmedabad to hold an all-India Civil 
Liberties · Conference. The inaugural speech was 
made by a distinguished retired Chief Justice of the 
Bombay High Court and a former Cabinet Minis­
ter of Mr. Nehru's and Mrs. Gandhi's Governments. 
He said that the Emergency rlechred on June 26 
that year was the orginial siu from which all our 
evils emanated. In one way, of course, he was 
right but when I followed him I took the occasion, 
as a student" of history, to question ' his major assump­
tion. 

I believe that what happened on June 26, 1975 
was only the culmination of what had gone before 
the last twenty-five years since Independence. 
The Fourth Republic in France did not fall and 
France did not turn to De Gaulle on a particular 
day by whim or caprice. The Fourth Republic fell 
because the politicians of the Fourth Republic had 
played the fool, because they were selfish and party 
minded. And because the people of France were 
bored and fed-up with them, they threw them out 
and brought in De Gaulle as a powerful President. 

we show our fitness to enjoy the freedom the Con­
stitution gave us? Did we play the game? Did we 
put the country before party? Did we put the coun­
try before self? Did those in office show a readi­
ness to give up office or did they cling to it like 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Between You 'lt Me and The Lamp Post

Lanka Showa The Way
lVherr one is asked rvhat the Jarratl Govern-

nrent could llave done within a few montlrs in regarcl
to economic affairs to aureliorate the plight in u'hich
the countr,v finds itself at tlre end of twenty-five
vears of arid State Socialism, the answer is ttr ask
lhc err<ltrirer to look at what has happcned in Sri
Lanka after the new government <lt the United
National Party has been in office for an even shorter
period.

\Ir. J. ll. Jayarvardene has be:err wisc r:nough to
rclax foreign exchange restrictiorrs aud reurove con-
tlols left as a legacy by NIrs. Rartdarttaike's srrcialist
regime. According to the Times of India correspon-
dciit iu Colombo: "The United Natir-rnal Party
goverument has liberalised the economy to stimulate
ihe develc'pment of the private sector. The N{arxist-
orientecl nationalisation progl'amrne r.lf the previous
Sri Lauka Freedom Party government came to be
associated with inefficiency and corruption ......

"'fhe government recently ended the state nrono-
poly irr the import arrd drstribution of goods' cloth-
ing, drugs and fertilisers. Within a week, synthetic
teiiiles i'ere being freely sold orr the pavements at
half the rlrice quoted in the black market earlier ......

"The 'ration'ale behirrd whittling down bu5eau-
cratic coutrol and freer exchange allocations is that
these steps will pave tlte way for a free economy
rvhich tlre ruling Unitcd National Party has plelgetl
in ils election manifesto."

While New Delhi is playing the fool by its handl-
ing of the IBII4 and Cocircola cases and antagonis-
ing foreign capital, Colombo has not only reversed
i\.lrs. Barrdan.raike's decision to nationalise two l}'itish
Banks but has undertitken a 'U tttru' lly putting
together an attractive packet of incentives to errcou-
raee foreign investment. One of the most errcourng-
ini devc,lopments is the outright abolitiou <lf the
N{irristry of Economic Plannitrq.

A part of the new policy is the crcation in
December of a 200 nrile duty-free industrial and
trading zone. Foreign Minister A. C. Hameed, who
rvas in Loudon in the last rveek of October, told
the Srrrrdcy Times thut "everv practical guarirntce"
.rould be given to errcourage foreign irrclustry und
bar.rkirrrt. Unlike other backward countries, said
Ilameecl: "Sri Lanka rvould not require local parti-
cipation. Investment and control coulcl be entirely
[oreigr-r."

Tlrc lesrrlt oJ these liberal policies and mcasures
is that Sri Lanka's ecollorn)' has begtrrr to recover
after trvo lean years. As a result, the lVorld Bank
expects Sri Lirnka's qross uirtional procluct (GNP)
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to grorv by fotrr to fivc per cent this year against
three pcr cent last year.

Pill Wants to Folloq But. . . . .
Prinre l\Iinister Nlorarji Desai has added to the

several constructive statements that lre has rnade
since he took office. Speaking in ll{adras on Sep-
tenrber 22, he declared that foreigrr capital would
lrc welcom<: so long as it did uot interfere with the
ct.ltrntrv's ecouomy, He also stressed that India u'as
cornrnitted to a mixed cconomy. Hc frrrther ex-
plained that if foreign capital is going to benefit rrs,
"we will certainly have it, whatever nray be the
opiniou of others about it. There should not be any
hide-bound view abotrt it".

Ou the question of difftrsiorr of ownership of news-
paper's-, he saicl: "Is it not the right of anybody to
start any paper he likes? I don't think it is possible
for tlre Government to cleny thi.s right. Le[ prrblic
opirriou do it. No llaper should utilise morries of
any other cornpanies or institutions. The money
shoulcl belong to the press itself". Regarding Gov-
ernnlent's view on having one or rnore nationirl news
ergencies, Mr. Desai said he would like to have rnore
than one: "Let there lle competition. Competitir,n
is good. Monopoly is bound to go against press
freedom".

Speaking a few da;-s later ut Hyderabad on the
26th Septernber, the Prinre l\,tinister cleclrrrt:d that
the Centre "wanted to remove all unrrecessary con-
trols as they led to corruption".

In New Delhi on October 28. the Prime trIini.ster
strongly felt that "if democracy is to ftrnction there
should be decentralisation of the functions of the
govcrnment down to the village level. The diffe-
rcnce between a dictatorship and a democratic gov-
errrment was that the forrner did too rnuch of govern'
ing and the latter the least possible".

This is all very sensible ind Gandhiatr, but how
about the Union'Covernment giving practical elfect
and implementation to these liberal concepts?

l.L. O. Dieintegratet
Pit:sident Carter and his administratior-r cleserve

to ire congratrrlatecl on taking the stelr of ',vithdraw-
ing from ihe International Lnbotrr Organisation. Thcr
ILO has from the start been tloomed by accepting
the pletence that there are trade unions in the
Sovitlt Union and other communist countries who
were given membership in the organisation. The
result is that the Soviet /rloc countries each of u'hom
have tlrree represer.rtatives, - one fttr the govern-
tnent, one for- industry, aud orte for labor.rr - have
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all three of these nominated by their respective
dictatorships. This strirngleholcl has been misused
by thenr to prevent the ILO from taking any measu-
res for the elimination of forced labour in the Soviet
Empire, rvhile the countries of the free rvorld bave
been burdened with unrealistic and utopean mea-
sure.s retarding their economies.

In more recent years, India and other countries
of the Third World have been led bv the Arabs
to identify themselves with a smear camlraign ilgairrst,
Israel, and the ILO has indulged in siriklng iacia-
list attitudes which have nothing whatever' to do
with its work. Only recently thd- Soviet-crrm-Third

-ty*o_rlcl 
rnajo-rity used its voting power to stop the

ILO from discussing ir report drawirrg attenti,on to
the absence of Human Rights and tlie exploitation
of labour in Czechoslovakla, Uganda an-d certain
other countries.

As far back as two vea_rs _ago, Mr. Kissinger had
given notice to the U.N. of the U.S. intention to ouit
if the ILO did not restrict itself to its legitiniate
business. Since this has not happened, tf,e U.S.
Government has responded to the denrand of A-meri-
can Labour represented by the AF-L-CIO to vvith-
riraw from the ILO. President Carter's decision is
a victory for that_great ol{ man, Mr. George N{eany,
the veteran President of the AFL-CIO, n,hi deservei
to be con-gratulated on the success of his campaign.

Since the U.S. have contributed not less than g5:a
of the ILO's budget, this withdrawal will mean a
loss of $ 20 million a year to the ILO. This will
bring 'about a drastic cuttin.q dorvn of the bloated
bureaucracy which the ILO has spawned all over
the rvorld.

, A great deal of what is said against the ILO can
also be truthfully alleged against the U.N. As
recently as November 2, President Carter, in a mes-
sage ac_.companing a report to the U.S. Congress,
said: "The unwarranted linking of Zionism -with
racism is an impediment to serious consideration of
human right matters and the United State.s continues
to resist it by all possible means. In a number of
cases, failure'to ta*e ellective action has beiied the
commitment to human rights that all UN mdmbbrs
have accepted".

India m^ust laie its sha-re of the blarne for.prorrot-
ing the disintegration of the ILO since, urider the
inspiration of the Min-is_t1y rif External. {ffpjfs, we
have become a camp follower both in:the"Itb'and
tlre U.N.. of the Arab bloc. ' -' " -i .:r -'

;oSecu'Iar ?t
The Janata Party in Bombav, it is annourrce;d in

the press, has set up a Muslim cell in addition to
the Janata Muslim Fbrum which already existed. ')n
a- staternent to the press on November 2, it has been
clarificd that "the cell is an official nart of the Bom-:
bal rrrrit of the Janata Party".

Did someone whisper that India is ir 'secrrlar.'
republic as defined in the prerrmble to the constitu-
ti<jn which the Janata Goverrrment htrs decicled to
accept? Don't make rrs laugh.
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Kudos to Sadat and Begin
Kudos to President Sadat and Prime Minister

Begin on the Egyptian President's acceptance of the
Israeli Prime Minister's invitation to [erusalem to
address the Knesset.

But thumbs down for New Delhi for distinguish-
ing itself by its churlishness at a time when the Egyp-
tians and Israelis are showing them the Gandhian path
to reconciliation.

Bombay is to do without the pleasure of listen-
ing to the Israeli Philharmonic Orchestra conducted
by Zubin \4ehta because the Arab lobby in the
Ministry of External Aftairs rvas too strong for our
Primr: Minister.

It appears that when N{r. Zubin Mehta met the
Prime Minister during the latter's visit to London
for the Commonwealth Prime Minister's conference,
Mr. lv{orarii Desai had told Mr. Mehta that he vrould
not object. Encouraged by this the eminent con-
ductor made plans for a concert in Bombay but then
received word from the Prime Minister that the visit
would not be wise as the Israeli Philharmonic Orche-
stra rvas allegedly owned by the Government of
Israel. Ir{r. Mehta corrected this wrong information
given to the Prime Minister by cabling to the r:ffect
that the Israeli Philharmonic Orchestra was a private
organisation and had rro connection tvith the-Israeli
governrnent. On this he got the greerr signal. But,
alas, the Arab lobby in the Ministry of External
Affairs was too strong for both the eminent conductor
and our e.minent Prime Minister, who ffnally informed
Mr. Mehta that the visit could not be sanctioned by
the Indian Government.

It is not surprising that Mr. Zubin lr,Iehta is
extremely disgusted and angry with the Indian
Government's waffling and indecisiveness j as well
aq its crude hostility'and bias against Isra{. He is
so burnt up over this playing politics in tlre rvor-ld
of music tliat he has told friends that in future he
will never even attempt to have professictnal rela-
tions with India. He ^has also mintioned that he
will take the orchestra to Singapore where it is being
welcomecl with open arrns by the Prirne lt'linister,
Ir{r. I.ee Krvan Yew.

More 6oNon-alignment'o

, Yet another example of "genuine" non-ilignment
is the ;way in which India has agreed to' give an
extra 280fu tonnes of w'heat to the SovietC by u'ay
of reDal'ment for the 2 million tonne rv$eat loan
trr India in 1973-74. Criticism of this act has come
fioni nlrne other than la,nata Party MP,.Dr. Subra-

'''ilr,a:.riirrn Swamv. In a 
-statement 

issued on October
3i, he said: 'Cifting 26000 tonnes of rvheat js un'
iustifiable, rvhen.our'owlt poor people do rr<rt have

clxilgh to cat'. IIe ltointed qttt !ht! .tlr-ere u'as ntr

prnuiiinn in the original agreetrtert't6x$1b an ertra
riuantity to the Rissians vzlio have "barecl their fangs

,in tll"'deal" by insisting on the protein content of
the grain.



NEW ROLE FOR INDIAN TIBERALS
INDIAN IIBERAt GROUP REPORT TO

TIBERAL INTERNATIONAL
(The International Newsletter of the Liberal International based in London has published the follow-
ingreport by Mr. S. V. Raiu, a member of the Indian Liberal Group.)

HE traurnatic experience of imprisonment rvith-
out trial of political workers other than those

belonging to the ruliug Congress Party turd the
\,Ioscow led communist party of lndia ltrorrght aLrout
a ftrsion of lvidely disparate elements to form the
Janata Party (People's Party). The spectnrm ex-
terrdecl from Left Wing Socialists to Right Wing
Congressmen and former members of the Swatantra
Party (the Liberal palty in India) rvhich has now
merged at the national level with the ]anata I']arty.

The liberal point of view that bread and freedorn
are indivisible was vindicated by the electirrn results.
It is difiicult to say rvhat role liberals played because
for the ffrst time in post independence India politi-
cians of the 'Left' and the 'Right' were seen sharing
a common platform and what is more, talking the
same language. At the same time the Janata Party
manifesto w-ltile naturally containing quite a few
socialist nostrums also has a sizeable chunk of'the

lberal point of vierv particularly in the realm of
valucs such as the inviolability of individual liber-
ties, to demand for the conversion of the mass com-
rnunication media into atttonomous corporations and
the right of Habeas Corpus.

Large nunrbers of the rank and file of the erst-
rvhile -srvatantra Party campaigned for caudidates
of the Janata Party. Some of its menrbers ltave also
been elected to the Lok Sabha (the House of the
People) in New Delhi a:rd to several State Legisla-
tive- assemblies. A fer+' also figure as ministers; for
examnle the oresent !'inance Minister of India, Mr.
H. M. Patel,'is a former President of the Swatantra
Party.

The real role of the Liberals will begin now be-
calrse we have to build upon the tremendous aware-
ness :rmonq peonle of i'ndividual liberty and the
.or*"pi oi"Ur-ead' reirh freedom'
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WISDOM FROM NEW DELHT
(Freedom First is not unappreciatite <tf stutesnrunship utd sounrl tlinkhtg t'rcnt. rcliuteoer quarter theg nrug
come. Iti criticism of the'lana1a Party Gouernnrcnt policies and measures is directed to ensure better per-

l6rmance on its part. We are happA, therefore, to publish below extracts from recent statements of a
constructioe and encciuraging charrcter made by two Union Cabinet Ministers, Mr. Charan Singh, the
Horne Minister, and Mr. George Fernandes, the Industries Minister, the former from an interuiew publish-
ed bU a ueeklA 'journal on October 29, 1977, and the latter from a speech made by the Union Minister
'o1 liditstry on- t0th October to the Bombag Chamber of Cornmerce and Industrg).

-)

MR. CHARAN SINGH

Question: Choudhury Saheb, you are known for
your original ideas on the economic development of
the country. Can you summarise the highlights of
what has been described to irs as your "new econo-
mic iadicalismt' for the benefit of our readers?
'Ivli,.Charan Singh.' I don't think'we have the time

to gq'through that in detail. But what dre the pro-
blems .that face the country? Let us begin from the
v.bry. base. There are three main problehs so far as
the everyday Oconomic life is concerned. Lack of
goods ; i:overty, mounting unemployment' and
iribrdasirig ilisparities of incomes; and inrmy view, all
three stem fiom neglect of agriculture and over-
einphasis on heavy industry: Unless we produce
agticultural goods surplus to the needs of the pro-
ducer, there ea4 be no'agricultural development at
allll . .r:: ',., , 4 :,

"By econcimic degelopment, I mean sufficiency of
friotl - hgficultural and non-dgricultural. 'This is
imperative for a civilised life. So the first necessity is
food:"-' --i ,:-.'

Nbw we depend upon foreign 
'countries for our

foo{grains. In our country, 72 per;cent of the people
are :engaged in animal husbandry, agriculture and
Iorestry : We receive so much solAr ener$y, which is
the poot of food production; our land is i'so good pr
fertile; and we receive adequate r;Ahr.fall; Yet we are
begtriing for food! During twoly_ears, 1974-75 and
1975-76, we had to shell out Rs 15 to Rs,2I crores
purchasing food.

\AIe must have non-agricultural goods also. These
rawimaterials are necessary for most'of the consurner
goods. Raw,, maierial also is'derived from the lantl.
So, igain w0 come back to agrlculturc. And it is the
sum:, of agricultural and. non-agricultural goods that
constitutbs.' Wealth.-i Heacb iny view is that we have
totally neglected agriculture. 

- . :r: 
ii

. Qyestion : Can you supply relevant figures to prove
the greglect?

Nlr. Charan Singh : Of course, the financial alloca-
!9np fq agriculture tell their-own srory. In the First
Pla4, 37 per cent of the financial aliocations werc
devfted to ag,riculture and only five per cent to hcavy
industry. Tha't plan was formulated by Indian econo--
mistS in an environment which was full of Gandhian
thinking. So they devoted the largest share to the
agriculture.

_ Tl'ren came a period when Gandhi was gone. Sardar
Patql .was gone, and there was only one.d"ream which

filled the akash, the sky of India, and that was Nehru.
So in 1955, the Congress party overnight turned into
an organisation wedded to the Socialist Pattern of
Society. Nou, Socialism tends t<l place greater em'
phasis on heavy industry.

So they formulated the Second Plan. I understand
Nehruji sent for certain planning experts from the
USSII on the advice of Prof. P. C. Mahalanobis, rvho
was the Financial Adviser of Nehru, and also a Mem.
ber. of the Planning Commission. They framed a
Plan - the Second Five-Year Plan - in which the
allocation of agriculture was reduced from 37 per
cent to I7.5 per cent or so and that of industry raised
to 23.8 per cent. And that has been the pattern since.

p4estion.: True. But what was so wrong about it?

(Continued on page 6)
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_ Mr. Charan Singh.' I am coming to that. This
Second Plan began from April l, 1t56. It came into
operation from that day. And only four months
later, our Government entered into the PL-480 Agree-
ment with the USA in August 1956, which shows
that Nehru was determined to devote every pie which
he could collect either by way of taxes br- loans to
heavy- industry and, if neiessaiy, to import food from
outside, just to shut the mouths of th-e urban peoplc
rvho read newspapexs. The theory was what if fi,"
food prices rise lrigh, then increase the supply just
to keep people silent, so he decided to impbit- fooO-
gralns.

Here I invite your attention to a speech which he
delivered on ]anuary, 16, 1956, before a meeting of
the National Development Council in whlch he went
on record saying, "Of course, if there are more
factories producing goods such as soaps, oi[, pins,
etc., these do not matter. They have their place. But
it is only the heavy industry which matters. It is the
heavy machines, machine-making machines that are
the root and base of development. Nothlag elsc
matters."

So he laid all emphJsis on heavy industry. Now
nothing could be more wrong. In a country which
requires both things - steel and heavy industry as
well as food - and we have not the necessary finEn-
cial resources to carry out both these programmes,
then which one should Nehru have chosen? He should
have chosen agriculture.

After eight years or so, he himself arrived at this
conclusion. On November 18, l963,.before the meet.
ing of the same National Development Counci.l, Nehru
a{mltted that it is not industry - heavy or light -which is the base of development but it is agricul-
t-u1:. An-d three days aftqr, during his speech 

- on a
dcbate about the Planning Commission initiated per-
haps by JVIr. Kamath he admitted to the Opposiiion
c'harge of franring a Plan which had led to in^creased
unemployment, which had led to concentration ol
eco-nomic powers in a few hands and thereby led to
rvider disparities - He adinitted all thesl three
charges.

Question.' Very strange?. Is that on record?
Mr. Charon Singh: Yes, it is on record. You

kindly consult the Lok Sabha proceedings of Deccm-
ber ll, 1963. There Nehru said: "I have been a great
admirer of modern industry, but it has not been able
to solve the unemployment problem". Then, after a
few pages of that debate, he is reported to have said:
"l admit that it is owing to my mistake and that of
the Planning Commission... (In fact, it was his own
mistake; he should not have dragged the Planning
Commission which was simply the breath of his
nostril; the Planning Commission simply did what he
desired) ... So he said, "... owing to rnv mistake and
that of the Planning Commission, that the Economic
power has gradually come to be concentrated in a
few and fewer hands".
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WISDOM FROM NEW DELHI (Continued from page 5)

These are Nehru's exact words with the conclu-
sion : "This shall not be allowed to happen in future."

So my complaint or my charge against Nehru, il I
can call the word "charge", is that he laid too much
emphasis on heavy industry, which meant neglect ol
agriculture due to paucity of resources for agricul-
ture. And if you take any period of five years, you
will find that during that period of five years, we have
imported more food than during the preceeding five
years. And that is true even today. ...

So my view is - although Gandhiji has not stated
so anywhere in his writings - that whatever can be
manufactured on a cottage scale sholld be manu-
factured on the cottage scale. Whatever can be manu-
factured on a small scale should be manufactured on'
the small scale. And whatever c{n be manufactured
only on a bi! scale, that alone sh<iuld be mahufactirr-
ed 

-by 
the big scale factories. The trouble is that a

big scale factory can manufacture all kinds of things.
even those which can be manufactured by cottale
industry

However, in my picture of things, the number of
such large factories, whether in the public sector or
in the private sector, will be very few. And so we
will be saved this problem of trade unionism and all
these industrial-labour headaches. Trade unionism is
good so far as the interests of the labour are con-
cerned, but now it is being used to hold the country
to ransom. Our greatest asset is cheap labour. We
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Onlv thsse industries shoulti be ir-r the Public Sec'
tor wliich constitute the infra-structure. So this pro-
blem of corruption arises only because now, perhaps,
more than 50- per cent of our industrial capacity is
in tht: Public Sector, and all the time it is rnounting,
mountinq and mounting. I anr against it. But I am
being regarded as a reactionary.

In America, in the Scandinavian countries, in Ja-
parr, in all the advanced nati<lus, the people work

. verv hard. Thev reach their office at 8 a.m. and work
I for'9 hours. They leave tlre o{Hce at 7 p.m. IVly own
' son is in the USA. He is emllloved in a electro-
d ) conputer factory. He tclls me he has to leave lris
" house almost at day-breitk and rettrrn after sunset and

there is only a half-hour break in the afternoon.
flere. you know, Nehruji gave us that idea of over.

time, as if people here are overworked ! A poor coun-
try - and added to it, this device of cheating the
Government! Now a Class III enrployee in the LIC
get tls. 2,700 per month, wh<rreas rr Class I olHcer
iu that very institution gets only Rs. f800/-

Question: Due to overtime?
Mr. Charut Singlr. t And bonus ! Somebodv u'as

telling rne that even the porters, the coolies at sta-
tions nowadays demand bonus for . taking out your
Iuggage frortr'trains !

December, 1977

are not able to make use of it owing to trade union-
ism. Now this has developed into almost a political
Droblem. I do not say thaa had I the power' I would
iUotistt trade unioniim. No. We will have to live
with the trade unions, but in my project, as I told
vou iust now. that problem would have been reduced
io irisignificant proiortions because the numbers oI
heavy industries would have gone down.

Question: Now irr the ecortomic notes circulated
by-vou there are some-staggering revelations about
clnuption. For example, in reghrcl to- the Prrblic
Sectoi, you say that "a substantial palt of the invest-
ments.u'hich may vary frorn 20 to 40 per cent shown
in thc account books get cortverted into private in-
comes... "
A[r. Charan Singh: These figures are taken frorn
B. F. Shenoy's study. 'Ihey amount to crores upon
crores of public loot.

Question : If your charge is correct then even if
the* lorvest figure of 20 per-cent is takert, the swindl-
ed amoturt rvould add - up to over 2,000 crores of
rupees. \Vhat is being d<lire to save the nrttion from
this sisantic fraud?

Mi.Tharan Singh: You are right. lt is a colossal
su'indle. I u'ould like to know from ]'ou u'hat can be
done. It rvill take time. It will take a long time. I
arn against the Public Sector, except in exceptional
cases.

All this is the legacy of Nehru I tell y',ru. It is call'
ed the Nehruvian approach. Rut u'c havc to brirt.g
about a complete piyrchr-tlogical chauge of outlcxrk if
we want to develop the country and bring prosperity
to the people.

Freedom First

MR. GEORGE FERNANDES

Banishing unemployment in this country in the
next l0 years means creating, on an average, about
l0 million jobs a year. This is assuming that there are
40 million unemployed as on date. People may differ
and I know there are differences. If soniebody works
outside this hall, looking after someone's car, polish-
ing it and seeing that no one punctures the wheel by
the time all of us go out from here and if you say
that I paid a Rupee for the ;ob and therefore he is
also employed. I am sorry, I do not believe that that
is employment. And if you add up all those people
whcl outside the Crawford Market where they wait
with baskets on their heads the whole day, to those who
tout cinema tickets or some other tickets elsewhere
and think they are all employed and, therefore, the
total number of people who are in need of iobs to-
day is not 40 million, I am sorry, I do not share that
view. I believe that we need create employment that
really satisfies people. Not employm-ent that just
gives a rupee or two lo get a loal of bread and may
be something else that goes with it. Employment
must be something that satisfies. Human bdings are
not iust one more commodity that has got to be ac-
commodated, to be put in a slot somewhere. That,
cprtainly, is not the philosophy that I subscribe to
ahd that certainly is not the culture of our country.
If you are going to look at that man and give hiiir
a iob, then I believe, we have as of date 40 million un-

(Continued on page 8)

'Good Roads do most to
develop the country and
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on the small scale sector, cottage and rural :indu-
stries, on srnall sciile sectorj on'the: rural sector. Give
that man the purchasing power so, that the industry
right down the line is in a position to expand on its
own. : '.". ",

I am provoked into making just on final observa-
tion on the controversy that is going on 'about the
public and private sector and the role of the multi-
nationals.

Anything that hurts India's national, interest will
not be allowed, will not be accepted, will not be
tolerated. Only yesterday I got'the latest figures. Out
of the 400 largest companies including the banking
institutions pf the world, 200,are dealing in Moscottr,
in Moscow and not with Moscow, i.e., Soviet Unipn.
200, and that includes. Coca Cola and Peps.i Cola._ In
Moicow, yes. There are Coca Cola Pldnt's iria nripsi
Cola Plints... In those aieas where we need,bfuh
technology, where electricity generation is conbern-
ed, or any other area of high fechnology, if'wb-nbqd
the expertise, we shall have no quarrel. We shall'lay
dowrr the ground rules. Anybody who is propafcd'to
accept the rules that are laid down by our cduntry,
then we have no quarrel rvith them. ' r:'l

Similarly when'one discusses Public aiid rPriv-ate

Sectors. There are lot of eftorts made to denigtlrte
one against the other, play one against the other.rl
believe that both have their roles very well.defined,
both have their vices and both have - their virtlres.
My effort as Minister of IndustrS my effort as Gov-
ernment, will be to see that, whatever faults, what-
ever vices show up, are eliminated and whatever
virtues can be inculcated, are inculcated.

With Best compliments of

Industries Ltd.

6 GHORE BIBI LANE

CALCUTTA 7OO 054

Manufacturers oI 'Orlent' Ians

WISDOM FROM NEW DELHI (Continued from page 7)

employed and in the next l0 years, on the basis of
.the available statistics, we may need to create jobs
tor not only 40 million people, but another 60 million
who will be joining the employment market, i.e. l0
million jobs a year. When you mean to create l0
miltion jobs and if you do not, if your. entire plann-
ing mechanism is not geared to creating I0 million
jobs a year in this country, then I and my govern'
ment will be guilty of the same power mongering, of
the same hypocricy that we have accused the pre'
decessor Government...

That is why I have been repeatedly saying that it
is not ideology, it is a question of making the country
go. As at now, it is a question of making the coun-
try go. That is the mandate which my Government
has. 

-For 30 years, there has been stagnation, for 30
years there has been a slide back. Arrest it, stop it
and let the country go...

What we are today trying to do is to see the pur-
chasing power which is today concentrated in urban
areas which has reached saturation point in .respect
of certain people, this purchasing power gets di{fused
and goes to tlie rural area, to the people who need it,
who teserve it and who want it desparately. Because
if we do not do it, then I cannot visualise any great
future for industry in this country. You have reach-
ed saturation point, your capacities are lying un-
utilised. There is no market and if a market has to
be created - I also get terribly worked up with this
idea, when new applications for licences come and
you have all these conditions that you will exqort
80Vo - here is a vast mass of 630 million people, but
they have no purchasing power, you may produce
eveiything on earth, you will produce all those. what-
ever'it is that-you want to produce - Rubber bands

- alright. You will export 80 per cent - who is go'
ing to buy the rubber bands? You will have to ex-
poit them! Unless you create purchasing power down
ihere in the villages w-llere your people are, all ytlur
rubber bands will have to be exported. This is a

matter of shame that we should be expanding indu-
stry and while expanding our industry we should be
accepting. conditions, we should be inviting condi-
tions "Please give me licence so that 'I can export".
What about the 630 million people market? 9ne of
the blggest markets in the world! I say,,in the whole
worldl I have been round a bit discussing with
counterparts, with people concerned with industry.
with bankers, and even with heads of State about our
industry and everyone of them considers this coun-
try as a potential market!

When people ask me what is my concept of indu-
stry, I have a simpld answer; the central theme of
oui'industrial polici.y is Man. I know it hits people
sometimgi. Not profits. No diversification, not public
private sector controversy, the central theme is MAN.
He is the centre. Put him in the centre, iconsider
him hs the essential aspect of your economic and
industrial development and growth, then everything
will fall into its own place; They you will hdve to go
to the villages, then you will have to lay emphasis

E

I

II

t
t

I

I



December, 1977

I

l,'

{}

Freedom First

WORLD I\EWS
SOVIET RECORD ON AID TO THIRD; WORTD 'SHOCKING'

By Patrick Keatley

tT HE EEC Commissioner for Development, Mr.t- Claude Cheysson, who is responsible ior the aid
and cooperation p-rogra-mme beti,yeen the European
Community and the- Third World, had some tren-
chant facts to put bef<-rre ii London conference
yester-day when the questioning trrrned to the activi-
ties oI Eastern Europe.

_ IIe was qddressing- a seminar, organised by the
Loudorr Chamber of Commerr.e ancl the hoyal
Afric'an $o-cigtt, hel{ 1t Guildhall. On the aid pio-
gramme of the Soyiel block, he said: "It is shoclling
that the Soviet block countries are virtuallv absenl
from the ffeld of development aid. Conrpared to
the total of $ 13,000 millions being given this y'ear
by the OEql? nations, they are gliing barely scven
per cent of that amount. Last year it u'as $ I,100
nrillioni but now this has dropped to $ B0O millions.

_ "If you take Guinea-Conakry, for example, and
that is supposed to be a territorv where tlley feel
partlcular concern, the Soviet aid programme is $7
millions over four years compared to $70 millionr
for us in the European Community."

Mr Cheysson said that Soviet intervention on the
world commodity markets was made seemingly with-
out regard to Third World producers: "They show
no commitment to the ;rrinciple of controlling fluc-
tuations. Their purchases are, indeed, often the
cause ot.these fluctuations." The Soviet vvheat
purchase$ in 1973 emptied the US granaries, and
the price;of wheat rose b,v 50 per cent in six months,
with severe effects for the national budgets of many
developing countries.

Dy contrast, Mr Cheysson said, the IJEC had
found that the Chinese were more llexible and
cooper ative. There hail been coordinated pr<ljects,
such as the integrated rice schemes in West Africa.

r - Guardiut, October 21.

SUPPORT FOR SMITH FROM GUERR.ILLA
EADER

From lan Mills in Salisbury
The fJrmer guerrilla leader, Jarnes Chikerema,

who rvas: allowed by the Rhodesian Governtnent to
rettrnr after 14 years in exile, said y'esterdtry that
he supported two of Mr Smith's tnain settlement
denrancls; - a par,liamentary lllocking mechanism
for the gountry's 280,000 Whites, and retention of
the armed forces.

lrlr Chikerema a ileading nationalist figure for
netrrly' 30 1'ears, returncd yesterday from-Zambia,
where he plaved a leading role in ntorurtillg the
guerrilla war against the Smith Government. The

fonner leadel of the Front for the Liberatioir of
Zimbabwe, has returned as the first vice-ltresident
'of Bishop l\Iuzorewa.'s United African NAtiona,l
Council.

FIe saicl he had returned to help settle the coun-
try's problenrs peacefully, and attacked outside in-
terference by the five so-called front-line State of
Tanzania, Angola, Zambia, lrlozambique and Rots-
wana.

He rvas awrlre of the rreed to reassure the llhode-
sian Whites and to retain their trust arrd conffdence.
"In particular, I believe they shorrld be reirssured
by affording effective quarantees of indiv.idual and
giclup'sdcuiity in our'iuture Constitution, strch as

a blockinc mechanism "in Parliament;.in'orileir to
provide tfie necessary safeguards against retrogres-
sive legislation which would undermine these gtta-

"I also believe that, apart fronr one qualiffcation
which f think,may be riecessary, the cduntry's se-
curity forces should rernain intact because that will
be the best reassurance to anyone genr.rinely con-
cerned for the future peace and welfare of our
country, as opposed to those concerned only with
their own particular power, irrespective of the cost
to the State." He did not elaborate on the quali-
ftcation.

Attacking iiself 
- appointed referees" (the front-

line states), Mr Chikerema said: "!Ve do not rvant
tunrulv snectators and biased referees to confuse our
stnrgfile. We do not want outside iirterests to
staki"claim to our future. . Zimbabwe is riot a com-
modity for sale for the economic benefft of African
independent states rvho have, through their own
shortsightedrress, squandered'.their econot4ic resortr-
ces and foreign eichange assets left tol them by
their former colonial masters." i

In supporting a parliamentary blocking mec'ha-
nisnr ancl retention of the Rhodesiarr armed forces
he q'as expressing personal "principles." At this
stage they -were no[ part of fqrmal UANC policy,
he said.

Mr Chikerema said that the Rhodesian Govern'
rnent had not imposed any conditions for his return.
But his statemerit is seerr as a clear indication of
why he was allowed to return. Mr Smith has been
attempting to consolidtte non-militant nationalist
opirrion inside the coutttry to form a front against
the external militarrt Patriotic p11yq11 r,vhich :has taken
over the guerrilla war eflort ancl which has the full
backing o"f th" front line states as the "sole" natio'
nalist movement""""" 

- cuarcliun, Septernber 20.

(Contiruted on Page 10)
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RHODESIAN REALITIES

One of the reasons why last year's Gerreva con-
ference on Rhodesia failed was the impossibitity of
Iindi-ng black _leaders who rvere really capable of
speaking for the majority. Now, wi[h a crtnnect-
ing link between the Owen/Young proposals and
a feasible plan still not found, ii would seem a
matter of urgency to find a group of black leaders
who rnight ensure that a solution on Kenvan ra.ther
than on Angolan lines corrld be prrt into practice.
But given the facts as tliey stand, this is rather like
trying to square 

!" *i**rrercher zeitung (Zurich).

BANK NATTONALISATION OPPOSED

lrlost people do not want the banks to be natio-
nalized, and if thelr were, most also think it rvould
lead to higher charges and worse service to cus-
tomers, according to surveys conducted on behalf
of the Committee of L,ondon Clearin.q Banks, pub-
lishetl today.

Questioned on the drawbacks of nationalization of
banks, 67 per cent th6ught that there would be
higher charges, 65 per cent that it would be easier
foi tax inspectors to look at accounts, and 62 per
cent that negotiating loans u'ould take longer.

- Fifty-nine per cent thougbt bank rrationalization,
if put forward in a general- election, would lcse the
Labour Party votes. 

- More than half the Labour
Party supporters questioned believecl that such a
policy would be politically damaging.

Support f<lr nationalization was highest among
y()trng people, Labour Prrrty suDporters and trcde
uni<;nists, people at the brtttom of socinl elass scales
and those who did not use -banks, but those groups
never exceedecl a quarter of the total.

Nationalization of any rndustrr elicited r.rnly mo-
derate public support. At the top of the table rvere
the railwavs, with 38 per cerrt supporting nationali-
zatiorr. The postal services and the gas industry
received one point less and banking shared 14 per
cent at the bottom of the list.

- Tinrcs, August 29.

ELYIS PRESLEY

len drugs were present in singer Elois Presleg's
bloodstream rvhen he died in August and they pro-
bablv contributed to his death, the ,Gomrnercial
Appeal, of lvlemphis, Tenn., reported Wednesday.
Among the drugs in his bloodstream were an antini-
stamine, codeine, demerol anl several tranquilizers
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colour for over two decades has
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including Valium. The report said thc drugs u,ere
all within prescribed levels brrt their irrtraction lrad
an e$ect on the singer's diseused heart. The auto-
ps1' report took two months to 'complete because
of difficulty in identifying the drugs.

International Heiald Tribune, October 21.

BRITISH WORKERS OPPOSE CLOSED SHOP

Peter Kellner Reprts

A HUGE credibility gap separates the leaders' ' of Britain's trade rrnions fi.om their nternbers.
Most union members oppose the closed strop, mass
picketing, and the unions' close links with the
lqb-our Party. By a margiu of two to one, they
think most unions are run by extremists and mili-
tants.

It may come as little surprise that the nubiic has

-little- good to -say aborrt the unions; ivhit may be
less known is that union members are almost as cri-
tical as non-members. Ir{arket & Oninion Research
International put nine statemefits to 

-a 
representative

sample of voters: four statements reflectld the kind
of things uni_on leade-rs say; five statements put argu-
ments voiced by their onponents. Int6rview6es
were asked to say whether they. agreed or tlisagreed
with each statement......

Nor do voters blame unions alone for Britain's
troubles: a small majority holds bad management
more responsible, and some belieYe unions iielp to
improve efiiciency.

What_appears to give offence is thc "brrlly" image
conjured,up by closed-shop disputes, runch-ups on
picket lines, and the belief that extremists lrave
taken over. If the police were given polvers to stop
mass picketing they woul<l have the lrrpport of 68
per cent of trade unionists.

Our survey suggests that unions have become more
unpoprllar over the past two years, though the need
to have unions to protect workers' intere.sts is no
less keenly felt. In 1975 I,IORI found tlrat one
voter in three thought all workers should have to
bclong to a union; the ffgure is norv one in four.
Union mernbers were evenly divided on this issue
two years ago: now a clear majority of them ()pposes

compulsory union membership. In addition, rnore
peofle thfik that unions hrrvd too much power than
did two years ago.

In 1975, 73 per cent of volers agreed that unions
were essential to protect wdrkers' interests. Last
year this ffgure dipped to 63 per cent, possibly re-
flec'ting the inability of unions to win piry rises (,ut'
sicle the Government's rigid limits. Now collective
bargaining of sorts is back, the ffgure has risen to
75 per cent.

Dislike of the trade unions' close links with the
Labour Party is widespread among union members;
and it is naturally resented by Conservative and
Liberal supporters. But even suDporters of the
Labour Paity - which relies on uni<tn cash - are
divided.

, Freedom First

These figures are influeneed by the fact that lvhite
coilar members - now rnore than a quarter of all
trade unionists - back the Conservatives trvo to
one. Since the growth in union membership is
norv chiefly among the middle class; the idea ot
Conservative trade unionists is likely to grow yet
more familiar.

The suruey was conducted by Robert lrl. Vlrorces-
ter of MORI among an interlocking cpota sample ot
1,248 electors (including 354 trade union members)
in 63 samplirrg points throughout Great Ilritain on
August 24-25, 1977,

- Sundag Times, October 23.

TITO'S WIFE HELD FOR QUESTIONING
From Micha,el Dobbs in Belgrade

l.p HERE is no longer any doubt that President
' Iito's wife, Jovanka, is in political disgrace.

Yugoslav sources have at last conceded that she is
being questionel by er cornmission inqrriling into the
extent of her infuence over political and nrilitary
appointments.

It is understood that lvlrs Tito, who at 52 is more
than 30 years vounger thdn her husband is being
held at the presidential palace in Dedinie pending
the outcome of the investigations.

Yugoslavs have been aware for some time that
Jovariko, as lvlrs Tito is popularly called, .is in dis'
favour. But until-recenllv the nature of her dis-
grace has been a closelv-guarded secret known only.
to the inner circle of Communist leaders.

From the fragmented details that are trow gr-adu-
ally being haniled down to more junior o{Hcials, a
piiture cmerges of a rvoman n'ho used her personal
^position to c-ontrol access to the President.^ Con'
lrary to some reports slte does l)ot appear to have
been particularly interested in political 1:olicy, but
she did try to influence senior appointments. 'l

The nanie rnost often mentioned'in connection u'ith,
]ovanka is that of General Djoko lov'anig rvho h-eld
lhc oost of Assistant lvlinistei of Defence trntil last,
u"ut] Like Tovanka, General Iovanic is a Serb from
ite Lika diitrict of western' Croatiir. Their ac'
qnaintance goes back to the Second World War
*hen Jovanka, then a beautiful young-partisan, serv-
ed under General Jovanic's command.

Accordine to onl account lllrs Tito pressed for
General Joianic to become N{inister of Defence in
place of ihe present Minister, General Nikola Ljubi-
cic.

P;esident Tito does not appear to have been iirvare
cf the extent of his wife's activities until compara'
tivelv recentlv. Matters are believed to have come
to a'head sh6rtly before he visited the Soviet Union,
North Korea, and China in the middle of Augtrs-t.

Yusoslav solrrces sav that the Presideltt may have
be!"i asking his staff questions about Jovanka's in'
fluEnce aJter-a row ovei whether or not she would
acconpall]' hirn on the trip. According to diploma-
tic source's she was not invited to the Soviet flnion'

- Grurdknr, October 25.
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WE'VE BEEN THROUCH THIS BEFORE (Contitrued trom page I)
leeches? Did those in opposition till Ig75 get to-
gether. to give the country- a unitecl opErsitir"rn and
T alterna.tive- go_vernment? Tlre a.,'srue., <1uite
c.lea1ly,. is "No"- We in opposition certainly pliyed
the fool as much ab those in Governnrent. Wd *i"re
undisciplined, some of us oftc,n defied the Sneaker,
invitecl contempt on Parliament and, when-efiorts
were made- by some of us to get together, they were
sabotaged by those who later were detaiued in pri:
son by Mrs. Gandhi.

Nor rvas all this difficult to foresee. Nlany ycars
ago, in 1962, in the .course of a talk on the Indian
Party system at the Harold Laski tnstitute in Ahme-
dabad, I had described these evils of Indiiin de.mo-
cracy. f -had- warned: 'lf we do not stop nisbe-
having like this, the day is not far distalnt rvhen
people will turn away from'us and seek escape fr.om
us,"

That day had come in 1975. The people of India
had not shown that passionate concerri for clemo-
cracy that they could have done, bectusc rve u'ho
rvere in pow'er or in Parliament had llehaved in a
way that had forfeited their confidence.

The second major cause, in my view, of the de-
bacle of democracy had to do with the r,conomic
pattern which was embodied in our Five year plans
since the Seiond Five Year Plan in the mid-fffties.
lVe had adopted an economic patterrr wih excessive
Goveltnnlental' oontrols rvhich -was not compatible
with democracy. Statism, which we call ,soc-ialism'

in India,_ cannot'for_long co-exist with democr.acy.
One'or the other had to-go. Many of us had safd
in Parliament throughout the sixties that if we went
on rvith the concentration of political aud ecorromic
powg{ in the- same hands, Parliamentary democracy
rvorrld shrivel up and die. The uglv fruit of that
Statisrrt'which we tasted in 1975 and lg76 showed
that this kind' of $tatism is not cornpatible with
demiicracy.

Tlrese 'dc'r'elopments a.re not pectrliar to India
and should not really surprise us because, in the
last quaiter of- th-e -nirreteentll century, that great
Italiarr_ political _philosopher, Benedetto Croce,'-had
warhed that a free society and democracy ivould
not iurvive unless there were u'ithin it autonomorrs
social forces such as the'larrded farmer, the shop-
keeper, the factory owner and the self-emplovEd
prr;fessional man like the doctor, larvyer, u,r4f1e1 rrr
consultant. He had explained that, urrless these
elements who had ec'onomic gtrength were tlrr.re, no
Constitution could guarantee freedoin because
eveiyone rvould be an employee, terrant or agent of
the Government. When that was s<1, u'ho would
oppose or dissent?

No Demonologv
Bearing all this in mind. I hacl argued in Alrme-

dabad in October 1975: "This is not the time to
create a new demonoloqy. Hitler rves not an acci-
derrt. Stalin did not come out of a vacurrm. These
people carne to the top becarrse certain social and

t2

economic conditions existed which facilitated ,iheir
emergfence, of which they could take advantago. i
u'orrlcl Iike to suggest that it is in this spirit tif l,is-
torical enquiry that we should acceDt our <)wn sliare
of thc responsibility in letting our 

-ocorrle 
clown."

lr'Ir. Nirad Chaudhrni, oie of Iiraii's most cou-
rageous writers, in an article he wrote for En-
counter lv{agazine irr January 1977 stateS some,
interesting conclusions.

"Given-the regime which was establishe<I in
India with independence and the cbnditions in
which it rvorked, Mrs. Garrdhi's i-egime is a na-
turai though pathological develo-pment frorn
Nelrru's government, instead of being it reaction
fronr it. That is, ju-st as she is his dairghter, so is
her autocratic authority the off-spriig of her
f_atheqs authority. Thi descent is ^inc&rtestable,.
though the ffliation has been obscrrred by certain
assumptions, which might be described las sheer
illusion...

"The course of Ihdian politics ran relentlessly
torvards a vacuum and, since nature abhors i[,'
the vacuum cre'ated by the disappearance <lf lhe
benevolent personal power of Nehru has bilen
fille.l up by a diflerent kind of personal rrowei.'
FIis daright'er has acquired it afier a tuslle for
pnwer lasting over nine years...

"Such a lvranny as Mrs. Gandhi hai cstablish-
ed and is sustainins cannot be without 'a firm
basis iu the mental"and social life of the Indian
people...

"ln India those rvho have had power have al-
wavs con'rmdnded obedience ancl submission of
the people, and that normally has all the orrtward
appearance of spontarreity and erithtrsiasm. But
these also disappear qqickly as soon as power is
Iost. Then the autocrat who had become the idol
of the people is not regretted or venerated eve.n
irr retrospect."

What now?

The few months that have nassed sirrce India rvent
through these stirring changel have done iittle, un.-
forfunately, to discount Mr. Chaudhrrri's grim ana-
tt*l"ru 

is, of course, a great <leal to reioice about

- particrrlarly the matrrrity displayecl by the Indian
electoratb, including the rural masses, r'.-ho have
shorvn that the poor--crave for freeclom as niuch es
tlrev want bread. The people of lndia have shown,
thal thev have learnt to reipond to Mahatma Gan-'
dhi's repeated exhortation that "India must learn to.
say 'No'." Javaprakash Nhravan was perfeitly ri$ht'
rvherr he dcscribed the result of the Parliamentary
<'lcctions as ll<.ing "more an anti-l\Irs. Gandhi vote
tharr a pro-Janatrr Party vote." The <ltrick rernoval
of all restraints on freedorn of expression and of
the press and the restoration of the Rrrle of Law
by' thc new Government is somethin.q for ,.1'lrich u'e
hirve reason to be grateful.
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the satisfaction that these happy developments
bring is, however, dented by the obviotrs dangers
that are now surfacing - in particular, a revoluticn
of rising expectations which it miglrt prove difficult
to fulfil. T-he ease with which 'those in office had
seized absolute power on 26th June 1975 shorved
that the faith of the people in democracy and Par-
Iiamentary institutions had weakened and they were
nrenared-to nut un with authoritarian rttle in the
fiop^e that it liould ^solve some of the country's basic
ur6blems. Thanks to the eighteen months of arrtho'
iitarianism and its excesses, the people became
pairrfully aware of the need for freeclom. But p'-'!lic
memory is short. If the politicians rtow in office
were to behave as they had done in the past, then
once again the demand for a "strong- man at the
top" u'tiuld go up. Next time the peopl-e might turu
a*ay from tembcracy and accept authoritarianism
on a mtrch more permonent footing.

It is, of course, too early to judge the new Cov-
ernment on the basis of their first hundred da1's in
office. Iudgement on this point must be suspended.
Enoughl how'ever, has happerred on the lllane of
political behaviour and morality to make the ob-
Server, hovrever sympathetic, wonder r.rnhappily
whether the necessary lessons have been learnt
fronr the debacle. Though there still remains a
linge'ring reluctance to do anything to weaken the
effdrt o"n which the country's hopis are centered,
even those who suffered under the authoritarian re-
sime and are qood friends of the new one now in
om"" h"r'" felt-impelled to sound a note of rvarning
in the spirit of the old Russian proverb: "A yes-
nlan is ybur enemy, but your friend will argue rvitb
yott."

Here theri is a sample. Listen to the voice o[
A. D. Gorw'alla, a distinguished veteran of the
Indian Civil Service, whose little journal OTtinion
was throughout the dark dtrvs perhaps the nlost

couageoui'voice of dissent, writing on l,Iay 81,

LW1:
"One would like to support tlris Government

- if it rvould let one. It is the best Governmerlt
that has been in the country since Independence.
Its ernergence marked the end of a pe-riod of trn-
bridled wtanny ancl personal rule. It,has quickly
restored several of the freedoms tlre previous
Government had suppressed. But ... But lvhat?
Its behaviour has been unethictrl in several res-
pects. It said it would not topple Oovernmcnts
6f ,rthe. parties in the States. It actually- has
overthrowir nine of them. It said it would rrot
accept defectors. It has in fact ilccepted lirrge
numbers of them. It said it would not pttt up as

caudidates for election people of doubtftrl charac-
ter or sulliecl reputation' Now, it-seems alnong
its lists there are quite a numller of such. There
are, it will be, and has been argued, good reasons
f<rr all these aberrations. Constitutional lawyers
and iurists have presented elaborate cases in
favoui of the co,irses adopted, iustifying them
anrply. Some of them ltave moreover been initiat-
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ed, and almost all of them supported, by the
rnost important of the new saviours of the nation,
referred to above. Yet even despite such power-
ful backing. to simple minds like this rvriter's the
oblection remains: "You sxy one thing and you
do the opposite. I.s your w<rrd just pie-crust then,
to be broken at the least provocation? Great
sirs, you came in with a burst of rnoral fervour.
Has that all evaporated so quickly? If so, \1'e

must judge you to be the ususl lroliticians and
assess you accordingly, men of the type. of $'hich
it was said,
'A merciful Providence fashioned them hollow,
In order that they might their principles swallow.'
Tlris Government then may be better thrrn any
other available, but jt cannot be supported with-
out reservation by men of principle. Iiach one
of its acts must be examinecl on merits. It must
be regarded with the same watchfulness arrd sus-
picion, as was Mrs. Gandhi's b<.:fore the Iimer-
gency, or her father's in the past decades. What-
ever it says, it will rrot bring in the rnillenium.
There is nothing so elementary as keeping your
word. It is the first step in the creation of trust.
This Government has failed in that. l'he rest is
... need we say it?"
There is a sense of deia r:u about it all. One has

constantly to remind oneself thirt orre is not back
in the days of Jawaharlal Nehru.

The danger of recrnciling oneself to the Congress
regime, deodorised of the excesses of the past two
years, is that it was Nehru's inadequacies and half'
baked Marxist dogmas that opened the v,ay to
Indirrr Gandhi and, while history might not repeat it'
self in every detail, there is yet rr danger of the
wheel turning full circle once aqain. All this is
not yet irreversible and every ellort must be made
to h6lp the r.rew Government'to live up to lhe peo-
ple's expectations.

What of [P?
But what of Jayaprakash, u'ho rnade this libera-

tion possibleP Cari h-e not keep those whom he has
put in power on the straight ttrtd narrow pa-th o!
virtue? Has JP usecl the pblitlcians to rid India ,:f
Indira or have the politicians used him to get into
the seats of power? Can fayaprakash continue to
influence thoG in office rvithout getting tirrred with
thcir brush in the eyes of the people?

On March 24, in New Delhi. the constituents o[
the victorious Janata Party took a solemn pledge,
rurderwritten by Jayaprakash's presetlce, to practise
"iitrsteritl, uncl i-,oitetty in nersoiral rrnd ptrblic life"
ancl "to'endeavour earnestlv to ftrlfil the task that
he (Gandhi) began." Will iavapr-akmh be able to
lrold those conierned to that pledge?

Soon after the trarrsfer of pbwer: in r\ugust 1947

frorn Brjtislt to Indiart hartds, Neltrr.r and Patel' in-
stalled in power, hrushed asicle Candhiii's. advice
and asked 

'him to leave the country's administration
to them. Can it be that Jayaprakash rnay one day
have to share Gandhiii's experience?

l3



Review
THE PRESS SFIE COULD NOT \ryHIP

Edited by Amiya Rao and B. G. Raro

(Popular Prakashan, 1977 Price Rs. 48. pp 395.)

When emergency was declared and censorship im-
posed on the Press, the citizen's Right to Know was
suppressed rvith a severity unknoln in the u'orst
days of British Rule in India. With some notable
exceptions, the Indian Press succumbed before the
blast. Editors of large newspapers who rvrote thun-
clerilg editorials suddenly began to coo like sucking
doves ! An iron curtain would have isolated the
c-ountry f-rour the world outside but for the cortrage
of some foreign jorrrnalists who refused to be r.uilli-
ed by the brandisments of V. C. Shukla and other
enemies of the Open Society. As one reacls this ac-
count of the emergency as it appeared in the frrreign
Press during that period one rializes how much one
owes to world opinion for the restoration of demo-
clacy. The fact of the nratter rvas that lv{rs Gandhi
was highly sensitive to what appeared in the foreign
Press; and one of the marry reaions for her announce-
ment of the elections rvas her desire to demonstrate
to the whole world that she was not after all as
ivicked and dictatorial as she was painted by foreign
journalists. Ironically, it was tbe very severity of
censorship within the countrl, which isolated 

- 
the

rulers from the people and made the overthrow of
the tyranny possible.

Amiya Rao and B. G. Rao, who carlier authored
that most devastating criticism of Jawaharlal
Nehru prime ministership in the srr Thousand
Dags,have patiently selected from a mass r:f available
writirrg what has gone into this book. The selections
appear from 52 newspnpers and pericltlicals in the
U.S., U.K., France, Germany, Australia, Pakistan a,nd
Hong I{ong. Some of the articles and editorials from
,the Economist, The Times (London) and The Guar-
dian were in circulation thrdugh underground chan-
rrcls and as one'reads them again one recllls.how they
served trr boost up a shatteied morale during "fhb
Long Night' of the emergency. rt is worth rccbrding
here that at least one of tlre "forei.qu" journalisti
like Brian Broks was orr Indian - K. R. Sundara
Raian who provided a fine example of what one in-
dividual could do in a desperate situation. Some four
contributions of this intrepid iournalist are included
but one wishes that the editors had draw'n attention
to their real authorship.

Ivluch of what appeared in the foreign Press has
iriori, teceived_support from other sotrrc6s, especially
from the evidence deposed before tlie Shafi Com-
rnission: But the value of these rvriting.s far exceed
thidr-'topicality and help in intbrpreting the emer-
gencl, und.dls,part played;bv Mrls Gandhi. -N,lost of
the journalists fefused:to.'be ':ri ,,r ii'r hv lre'ofHcial

tf

propaganda of the regime and cl-r.rcked the veracity
of ivhat they heard with as much professional
tliroughness as was possible undel the circumstances.
Unavoidably, some of the ei'idence hangs on what
individuals narrated and as it generitlly happens the
rrrrrrator claims that he saw the thing happening
"u'ith his own eyes."

Other wrilers have spoken c'f the hypocrisy of the
regime thinly cellophaned by the 20 point program-
rne. In "Paronoia and Paradox", rl'hich appealed in
The Cluardinn, David Selboume, who visited India
during the emergency, as Aneurin Bevan Memorial
FeJlow, spoke of the paranoia arrd Bonapartism, re-
pression and double talk which characterized IMrs
Gandhi's regime and he ruthlessly exposes the syco-
phants u'ithin the country and abroad. '['here was
R. K. Karanjia of Blitz who wrote of the "highly
evolved Renaissance rnind of this prodigious lady, to
whom the Gods have entrusted the destiny of Irrdia";
Selbourne also recalls that "egregious Baroness of
Ashridge (Jennie Lee) telling him that" only a politi-
cal illiterate would be opposed to the emergency."
'fhe reviewer vividly recalls Jeunie Lee's visit to the
Bon bay University Campus when she extolled the
gains of the emergency, specially of the trains runn-
ing on time! Selbourne, as the readers will know,
heu rvritten that aptly doeumentecl axytose' of the
emergency, Ege to Inclia. The hypocrisy of lvlrs.
Gandhi lrerself is now proverbial and it will assure
her a permanent place in our history. Several foreign
iournalists had seen through it and some expressed
their distaste in strong language. An eclitorial in
The Dailg Netcu (New York) speaking about Mrs
Gandhi's arrest of trer opponents observed that "the
actiorr comes as no surprise at all to acute observers
who long a{o pehetrated the lady's disgrrise and per-
ceived beneath a Grade A phonev ancl ir 34 Karat
hypocrite."

\,Iost foreign observers like their Indian counter-
parts u'ere irrclined to think that the dictatorship im-
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pcsed bl' tr'lrs Gandhi rvirs not likely to be reversed
in the near future; sorne horvever doubtecl if she
would be able to cart'y on for long and slrppress the
opposition to her system. Said Ths Tinrcs (London),
"Not only rvill she find it dillicult to revelt to the
dernocratic w41,, she rvill also meet with opposition
of a kind that is not likely to lte r:orved."- 

- David
Loslrak writing in The Dailg Telegrayilt was more
categorical when he said that, although N,frs. Cianclhi
appearecl strorrg, her position vvas "essentially fragile."
And hc added. "But today (Augrrst 1976) as never
before, lr{rs Gandhi is in sole charge, with no one
left tc blame when things go wlong. Or.re fcars it
can onlv be a matter of time before N{r's Girndhi, or
the gang led by her son who now seeks total corrtrol
of India frorn her heavily guarded Delhi burrgalow,
are called to account. The price in blood cotrld be
heavy."

Whv did Mrs Gandhi declare emergency? Tlrc
f irnei observed that it was not "interxYled to clear
the decks for social and economic reforrns"; that the
coup was planned rvhen her own seclrrity. rvas
tlrreatened. Indira Gandhi as prime rninister was
rio democrat; Oriana Fallacci writing in Tlrc Austra-
lrrn (Canberra) recalls an episode at the end <lf I
long interview. Let Oliana tell the story: "But
when we reached the outer door slte fell silent. An
aged beggar, lying on a heap of rags, was asleep on
the payment. Beside him a cow was evacuating its
bowels soiling him w'ith its excrernent. I muunured,
"Thirrgs clo move a bit slowly in India", I had barely
uttered the words wheu five steely finqer.s gripped
mv arm and an icv voice retorted: 'What do vou
wirrt me to do? I-arn surrounded by rr bunch- of
idiots. And Democracy !' I never reportecl the phrase
because she had uttered it outside our intervierv. I
am publishiug it now because these words do nruch
to explain the despotism with which she is rr-rling the
country after the coup."

Apart frorn helping us'in interpreting the erner-
gerrcy' and the character of trIrs Gandhi, rvhat ap-
peared in the foreign press holcls our interest for the
coulage and frankness with u'hich the vielvs were
expressed.

In their brief introduction the eclitors cleal rvith
censorship and the attack on the Inclian press. Per-
haps. the book would have gained immensely if
they had told us more about the problem.s of the
foreign iournalists in their dealings with the censors
and with Shukla himself. There are some interest-
ing cirrtoons but their elfect rvoulcl have heen en-
hanced if art paper had been used. As it is, thel,
disligure the printing on the back pirge of the car-
toorrs. Altogether this is a book which goes a long
way in helpiug us to urrderstand thc rrrost unforttr-
nate period of modern l.rdia's historv. The editors
ri<:hly deserve our grateftrl thanks frir wlrat they haver
grven us.

S. P. AIYAR
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WITH MANY VOICES
The deep

Moans round with maay voices. Come, my friends,
'Tis not too lete to seek a newer world.,,

This ruradulterated non-alliance is unadulterated
nonsense.

- Mr. Rarn fethmalani quoted in Indian Exprecs,
October 19.

The best democracies in the world are monarchi-
cal.

- Mr.-B. P. Koirala, former Prime Minister of Nepal,
quoted in Indian Express, October 20.

All I would ask of Americans is that vou Eo on
being yourselves 

- valiant without beini fanEtical,
individualistic without beins selffsh. oroird without
being- conceited, conffdent uiithout fbothardy, skepti-
cal rvithout being cynical, openminded rvith6ut being
ind-ecisive, -geneious withoit being naive, patriotiE
without being nationalistic ana good withorit being
perfect".

- British Ambassador Peter lay in Internotional
Herald Ttibune, Octobn 16.

-Tenngson
politicd reasons.

- Bernard Levin in Times, June 8.

She (Mrs. Gandhi) has not as yet given up her
obsession w'ith the b'elief that the irlehfrrs *"r" born
to rrrle.

- Piloo Mody in The lllustrated Weekly ol India,
October 23.

. The _Janata party 'wave' is the phenomenon that
swelled last winter, crested in Marih, ebbed during
the summer and is now fast dissipating into ripplin!
insignificanoe as Mr Desait foveriment &wers
befoie a welter of criticism

- The Economist, October 15.

What worries fack Jones is that the leaders of the
Labour Party are living too well; what worries me is
that the orlinary people *tent living well enough.

- Mrs. Thatcher quoted in the Guardian, October 15.

Whereas a Socialist polishes his cliches through a
lifetime of hard labour, a little Conservative is born
with a silver cliche in his mouth.

- Robert Teare in Timcs, October 20.

We live in a time, and under governments, in
which bad econornic decisions are taken for worse
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It is impossible to assess Mrs. Gandhi's role, past
or future, without involving Saniay, any more than
it would be possible to write about Barnum without
referring to Bailey.

- Piloo Mody in The lllustrated Weeklg of Inditz,
October 23.

This had been Mrs. (]andhi's political dilemma rrP
to her arrest. She could have a party without a son,
or i son but no party.

- Piloo Mody in The lllustruted Weeklg of Indb,
October 28.

Mrs. Gandhi has launched a campaign against the
Government u'hieh occasionally borders crn the truth.

- Piloo Mody in Tlrc lllustiateil Weekly of India,
October 28.

If lve are strong enough militarily, we don't havc
to bc either Red br dead......

- Wishington Report, September lS/7.

Who wouldnt eat caviare if it was oftered?

-- N{r. Reginald Maudling in the ()bsenser, October'

F'orces that cannot wiu will not deter'

- Washington Post, SePtember 1977'

Advice is something to be accepted or reiected'

- Times, September l.
?
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