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A BLESSING IN DISGUISE ? 
• 

S. V. Raju 

Judging from the shrieks of delight of her sup­
porters on the one hand and the breast-beating of 
those who oppose her on the other, one would al­
most believe that Mrs. Gandhi is back as Prime 
Minister of India! It may not be irrelevant to re­
member the elemeutary fact that all that has hap­
pened is that she is indeed back -- but as one 
among 520 members of the Lok Sabha. And this is 
represented to the -public by the press (which she 
hear~ily detests) as a "turning point in the history of 
the country". She should be grateful to the press 
for giving her all this build up and of course to 
the immature politicians of the J a nata PaTty for 
converting a by-election in a remote constituency in 
South India in' o a national referendum. 

Fre-edom First has the highest regard for Jaya­
prakash Narayan the father of the second revolution 
in India. And yet, this great man, rendered invalid 
by the dictatorship of Mrs. Indira Gandhi erred 
when in his message to the voters of Chikmagalur 
he observed : "What is at issue is not the success 
of this or that individual but the future of demo­
cracy and the values of justice and freedom which 
were restored barely eighteen months ago." JP err-

eel not because he was not right but because he 
imparted to this by-election an importance that 
it should not have been given. His comment on 
her victory was more to the point and should have 
been the J a nata strategy 

0
from the start. He said 

that Mrs. Gandhi's victory was an "isola' ed event" 
and "did not represent any political trend that 
might generally influence the shape of Indian 
politics." 

A reader wrote in the Statesman that if Mrs. 
Gandhi won, it would be the begining of the end 
of democracy in India. Janata's campaianers led 
by George Fernandes, another victim o of Mrs. 
Gandhi's emergency asserted during the campaign 
that Chikmagalur will decide the future of demo­
cracy in this counhy. The cream of the intellectual 
community in the State of Karnataka pitched in, in 
favour of the J a nata candidate. And Chandrashekar 
the President of the J anata Party con£dentally as­
serted that Mrs. Gandhi had no chance of winning 
"unless there is bungling." Who bungled? George? 
From the point of view of the campaign itself, Geor­
ge Femandes waged a magnificent offensive. Though 
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"A Private Visit"

Thloughorrt the period of the Emergency and,
irr fact, till November L2, 1978, Mrs. Indira Gandhi
did not visit any democratic r.ration in the West.
She did go abroad during that time but only to
Sri Lanka where a kindred Prime lr'Iilrister ruled
u Ia ltirs. Gandhi (and iust as igrromiuiously throwrr
out) and to somewhere in Africa to participate in
non-aligned summitry. Probably she feared, arrd
riqhtlylo, a hot reception from overseas Indians in
the West whom she cbuld not control except to im-
pound their passpolts where possible. For alas,
il.lISA *as trieless in keeping Indians abroad on
leash. Tlrere was also the free press in these couu-
tries which being out of reach of her Censors kept
up a constant barrag'e exposing emergency misdeeds.

This couldn't lasl long and the opportunity to
oreside over the 89th birthday celebrations of her
iather was too good to miss. The court in Delhi which
is tn,ing her gave her pelmission to leave Indiarr
shores for ten days subject t<l art turdertaking tltat
she rvould not cornrnetrt ort ltoli'ical matters. Thc
Ianata Govelnment obliged by providing a diplo-
inatic passpolt. The only thing lercking was some

kind of status and this she secured by getting her-
self elected to Parliament. It is interesting in tliis
connec!'ion to note the reason she gave at a news
couference itr Ltlttdott otr whv she cho"^t, Chikm:rgir-
Itrr and not Samastipur in Bihar. She blamcd
the Janata Government for nrlt itttttottttcittg tlre
electibn date for Samastipur! It was only af'er
Chikmagalrr that the Jar.rata Governmetrt an'
nounced the pollirrg dates, she said. Intelestirtg
on two counts. First, she was determined that she

should be a member of parliament before emplan-
inq for London, otherwise how did it matter whe-
ther she rettrnred to Parlianrent now or a month
later. Secor-rdly, her statemeut was tluite at vat'iittrce
r.r'ith what she said on this matter durirrg the cam-
rraign. She told tr girthering at Karkala in the Chik-
inagalrrr constitrrency on Oc*ober 30 that it was rrot
orrt of arrv selfish rnotive that she wius seekirrg tlrtr
Chikmagrrlrr Lok Slblra scat. It rvas tlrc' ulight o[
tfie lveaker scctittns, especially' I{trijau.s arrcl lnirroli-
ties that had moved her to contest from the corr-
stitr.rcrrcy,. Comment is strperfttotrs.

And so this great champion of the urrclerpri-
vileged ferv into Lonclon, First Cltss in an Air Lidia

o.

Ghosts at Matheran
Nlemories don't corrnt for mrrch on mountairrs.

For rnemories rlre lrru't of man and a man is but a
small thirrg on . tob of a mountain, even a small
mountirin such as lt{athernrr is, when seen from the
plains.

- from the top, Jrowever, the entire perspective
chauges, orre's eye begins to measure thl sc-ene in
centtrries. Thrrt pilc of stones on the opposite hill
orre recogr.rises i.rs a fort, crisply etched against tlre
skv. as a ll'anring to marauclers: that ox-bow lake
\.&'as o,ce a berrd irr the riverr that norv flolvs strLright
through ficlds wlri<ll oncc upol) a tirne ntrrst lr:rve
bc'cn jtrnglc. Irr tlrc far distancc, o grey, ghostly,
lrilt ol crrnr rct't' {irr.qr:rs lroirrt:; lo tlrc slit' trrcl rur-
rour)ccs itsclf to be Bombirl, : the ttrlts prina of
hrdirr irr the 1,ear 1978. and yet the sea glimmering
bc1'oncl, hirrts at tlre rvlv it rvas in tlre past, and
rnru, olie dru' bc rrgilin, in the ftrttrre, when tlrat rni-
tage too ltirs lrasscd.

Perhaps there is uo harsher rermincler of the in-

nLhe Lino has cone," thu

- ler"rjs carroll
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Jtunbo ancl cl.reckecl in at the Claridges in a room
tlrat cost oily $ 100 (Rs. 1,635) a d:ry.-

The London Times coltrmnist Bernard Levin a
champior-r of civil liberties everywhere wrote iu
agon.v- that there rvere still Englishmen "courtiers irr
high pldces" lre cirlled them who would welcome
her to Britain. He found it incredible that Mrs.
Gandhi should still cnjoy "any support at all outside
the ranks of those in India who were themselves
indelibly st:rined by their service of the regime ar.rcl
those in Britain rvho touted for her while she was
debarrching Indian democracy". He was answered
by anotlrer jourualist Peregrine Worsthorne who in
a lctter to the eclitor of the London Times observ-
ecl: "If Hitler were lo rise from the dead, I rvould
not be surplised if rnillions of Germans could be
persuadecl to vote for him again, just as millions
of Frenchrnen were prepared to.die for Napoleon
Iting after he too had been cxposed as a callous
megalomaniac.

"Evil is verv oftel lttractiye. That is what
makes human alfairs so difficult...."

The purpose of \'{rs. Candhi's "private visit" rvas
largelt' strcccssfr-rl evcrr if she had 'o face demonst-
rirtors arrd hacl to retl'eat without delivering her
suct clr at a pnblic mee'iug irr Southall - and
tlrat lvas to sen'e rrotice to the statesmen of the
world that slre was back and they better take note
of the fact. 

-SVR.
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exorirble passilge of time in N{atheran, tfinp in the
old mansions that are to be found decaying on its
choicest slopes. One of the most imposing among
tbem has a splendicl entrance on wliich is carved
rvith rnagnificer.rt sirnplicitv "Haji Cassim - Ship-
olner". What pride he mtrst have felt the first time
he drol'e through tlrose gates, what n suprcme sense
of having arrivecl at such a station in life, that the
very invocation of tlre word "Shipowner" w{rs enough
to advertise his firme and power. And the home
itself was built somewhat like a ship, or fortress, in
red stone u'ith massive balustrades and a rirmp in
the middle which may have been a drawbridge. Yet
it is obvious now that no orle has gone through those
imposing gates for a long time, and the only pre-
sence that walks through the grand old house, are
the green shadorvs of the trees outside, whispering
rumours of decay and ruin.

Another place for melancholy contemplation is
in the small Municipal library where one may be-
come a member for the price of one mpee. The
latest books are in Hindi, Gujarati and lr4arathi,
English belongs to the past and takes one back to
the days of Victoria. There .ue green bound edi-
tions of the life arrd works of Byron, standing next
to the latest poetic socio-histories by Browning.
Fiction is represented by Fielding and Smolett, with
Walter Scott and Dickens as the 'avant garde' writers,
and politics, more recently, by a single copy of "The
New Class" by Djilas. Philosophy has a strange re-
presentative in Oscar Wilde whose most hilarious
work "The Importance of Being Eamest" heads the
list.

Among the-books there was one by a gentle-
man named Arthur Crawford whose experienies in
India sometime in the last cen*ury make it obviotrs
that in the realm of greed and political expediency
things haven't chtrnged mtrch. Talking about the
poor quality of tlre Konkirn soil he notes, "The
Peshwas being arll Konkan brahmins, naturally de-
sired to develop their native country, and to this
end granted large tracts on perpetual or long im-
provement leases, to their relatives and Court favou-
rites. Thrrs sprang up a system of cultivation of
a most disastrous natur:e which continued up to
1850. The grantees, (middlemen farmers or Khotes
as tlrev are callecl) er.rcouragecl bv the liberal terms
of their Sanads, imported from the Dekhan, bodies
of htrsberndmen under slrort agreements of one or two
years. _ Levying an almost nomiual grain rental
from them, and granting them free right-to cut tim-
ber, fuel or fbdcler wherrever thev tlrbught fit these
'ooprees' or wandering husbandmen lrroceeded to
denude the hillsides in the wasteful mode knorvrr as
'kumirr' cultivatior-r which consists itr firing the jun-
gle and sowin_g the plots thus cleared. H6avy ciops
rvere raised for lterhaps two years at most, when
the 'ooprees' rnoved to repeat the devastating process
elsewhere. In a short tinre, rrot onlv were-the hill-
sides clenrrclecl of vegetation, lrrrt the soil, rvhich the
roots of that vegetation helcl together. was washed
riorvn by the ririn and hirs siltecl the tidal creeks
for miles along the course, utterly impeding naviga-
tion except for rorv boats". Almost identica=i reas<ins
have been advanced for the disastrous floods in
Bihar and Bengal this year, drre to the clearing of

Freedom First

the Terai areas rvhich acts as a sponge to the lower
regior.rs, throtrgh the leasing of it to landless fea-sants and dispossessed labourers, by politicians
anxious to secrrre a few votes.

Another interesting piece of information relatecl
to the derection of ghoits and .spirits. Apparently
the hill folk have a bllief that if iou meet a charm-
ing voung woman in the jungles you must look ffrst
at her feet, for if they are 

- set backwards, she is
a spirit out _to tempt unwary males. An opportu-
nity _te-1s51 this- occurred on that very evening-, when
the lights on tlre entire hill station went out-. Sud.
denly we were forcibly transported back a few cen-
turies. Petromax fared in a few shops but for the
most part a pall of the most appalling darkness
descended over everybody. The ltars hung lower
mer-racingly ancl the darkened trees leered in a
thotrsand unimaginable shapes and forms, fflled with
strange noises. Strangers clutched each other in
panic, only to ffnd themselves embracing the tail or
fank of a horse tl'rat had come trotting silently by
their side. It was as good a time for the evil ghos-
tess to make her appearance, as any, and then the
full realisation of her power struck. How, even if
we were to meet her, would we be able to look at
her feet? On such hair raising uncetainities are all
ghost stories based. -GD.

..DECRUITMENT' IN DENMARK

In Denmark a new management game is being
played called "Decruitment". It is becoming a pain-
less alternative to the often painftrl process of retire-
ment, where a man after some 4O years of service,
is given perhaps a gold watch and a farewell party
ancl told to go home. Though retirement, after a
certain age, should come as no surprise to anybody,
it is, all the same, one of the most shattering adjtrst-
ments to make. The l)arres ilrs tr),ing to make it
less so by taking a cue from the example of Tage
Nielson. a manager of one of the largest stores in
Denmark. When he was 54, Tage Nielson decided
thrrt he was tired of the continual responsibilities of
his top position and would prefer to work as a

1'urrior clerk in the same company.
"I have llever regl'etted my decision" Nielson is

reported to have saicl. "I now work 40 hours a week
in.steacl of the average 60 to 70 I wtrs ptrttirrg in
before. I've learned to enjoy life.

The report goes on to mention that irr a survey
taken amorig Denrnirrk's 150 largest compar.ries, the
majority of tlre older managers preferred this gra-
drral process of ph:riing out their careers to com-
plete retirement.

"One former senior manager" cotrtinttes the re-
port, "is now ir clerk in the buying deprartment.
Another handles complairlts from customers. Another
helps conrPile statistical ir.rformation. Yet alrother
is :in assisfant in the operatiotrs department..." And
even more incredible as it mav seem to class con-
scious and status sensitive Indiar-rs, one of the otlrer
l)cr.sons, is Sigvald Bangsaer, a I\Ianager of a -large
departmerrt store, rvho 

- charrged his job to be a

I

(Contintred on Page 7)
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BLESSING IN DISGUISE? - Continued from
Page I

according .to someone who wirs there, the Janata
campaign lacked even rut elementary organisation.

As a press correspondent put it: "Never ir-r the
history of the elections in India have the people of
a single constituency been- exposed to so much poli-
tical education as the Chikmagalur electorate...."
And yet, as the popular ioke goes, "the operation
was successful but the patient died."

Chikmagalur was Indira Gandhi's right from the
start. It was indeed the safest of constituencies for
Mrs. 6ndhi or for that matter any candidate who
had the support of lr{r. Devraj Urs. (see Freedom
First, November 1978.) Talking to Richard Wigg,
the correspondent of the London Times, Mr. S. Nija-
Iingappa, the veteran Congressman, now Janata, had
a point when he told him that his party should have
begun 'educating' the southern voters the day the
sitting Congress MP stepped down for Mrs. Gandhi.

As for George Fernandes, his comment on Mrs.
Gandhi's victory was a classic. He is reported .to
have observed that since the election was not post-
poned (thers was a move during lhe campaign which
failed) he had never expected his party to win !

When asked why he so boldly had said otherwise,
he replied: "A General never tells his troops they
are going to lose." (India Today, Nov. 16-30). This
may be so. But is it necessary to convert every
battle into a Waterloo or a Kurukshetra? Another
report has it that had not George Femandes put in
such herculean efforts, the Janata candidate lr{r.
Veerendra Patil would have lost his deposit. But
then, if the fanata Party had decided not to convert
Chikmagalur into a prestige contest, one doubts
whether \/eerendra Patil wotrld at all have been the
candidate. It would have been some obscure local
lxrlitician, victory over whom would have deprived
Mrs. Gandhi of the opportunity of equating her
refurn with an endorsement of her policies. The net
result of the importance given to her by-election has
been to provide-the impression to the world at large
that Mrs. Gandhi has been rehabilitated and the only
alternative to the Janata Party typified bv the editorial
comment in The Guardian (Nov. l4): "She is taint-
ed and besmirched but she remains the force of the
other India - an India of reform ar.rd develop-
ment."

Does N{rs. Gandhi's entry into the Lok Sabha
mark the beginning of the end of democracy? It need
not be so. In fact, there are many who feel that
she is highly over-rated. While the two forthcom-
ins bv-elections in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh will be
siinificant drre to the fact that they are being held in
stltes which decisively rejected lr4rs. Gandhi's partl'
in lr{arch 1977, there is at present no evidence of
arry snowballing effect, at least on tlte politically
crinsciorrs electorate of Rombav cih' for itrstattce.
On the very' day the Chikmagaltrr result was blazon-
ed across the front pages of the city's papers, Bom-
bay's citizens voted in the elections to the Bombay
Municiual Cornolirtion. The results were a resound-
ing suctess foi the Janata and its allies agair-rst a
combination of the h-rdirtr and Srvaratr Singh Con-
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gress€s. In fact, for the first time in its history, the
Bombay lrlunicipal -Corporation returned a iingle
pqty 9.r group rvith an overa-ll majority. Equally
interesting there was rrot much visible 

'rejoiciig 
in

the city over Mrs. Candhi's victory. fhe burfiinq
of crackers is a noisy btrt traditional method of apl
plauding victory in the citl'. Few crackers burst tfie
da)' tlre result rvirs aunounced. But the few there
were, were from areas domir-rated by slums or by
the poorer sections of the population.

This at once is an indication of the kind of
divisions tl.rat are being fostered. It is not so much
North verstrs the South that Mrs. Gandhi is depend-
ing or-r, but a policy of championing the have-nots
who have the votes against the haves who have
fewer; in championing the harijans and the back-
ward classes lvho again have a larger slice against
the caste Hindus wh"o have a smaller" slice and "again

the illiterate majority against the literate minoiity.
Divi4_e to rnle appears to be the strategy Mis.
Gandhi has embarked upon to return to De-lhi. That
she commands the almbst fanatic devotion of the
poor ard uninformed is illustrated by the following
from Sundau (Nov. 19) : Mr. Lawrence Fernandes,
brother of George Fernandes, while campaigning in
Chikmagalur spoke to an old woman in i viilage
who claimed that she was obliged to vote for Mis.
Gandhi. "Why' asked Fernan"des. "Because the
price of rice has come down in the last year. She
has lifted the ban on inter-district transactions so
rve call buy our rfce stock from other places," she
replied. But don't you know that this is an achieve-
ment of the fanata Party? Last year, Mr. Morarii
Desai replaced her at the Centre. The rica ban
was lifted after he became the Prime Minister," Mr.
Lawrence Fernandes countered. But the lady was
adamant. "No, why are you lying? Indira arnma
has done this. She is the Prime Minister."

And Indira Ammu is greatly aided by the un-
ending squabbles within the Janata Parfy. With a
patronising air Mrs. Gandhi, basking in the glory
of her victory told newsmen that she was neither for
"disturbing" the Janata Government nor for "pull-
ing it down". And she added something which un-
fortunately is very mrrch true. "The Janata Party
is conveniently and effectively doing so itself and
our party does not have to do it".

It is a pity that instead of a "So what Mrs.
Gandhi," there is obvious consternation in Janata
ranks. For this, they have themselves to blame.
Ours is perhaps the only democracy where a ruling
party with an overwhelming majority is put off its
stride by a by-electiorl reverse.

As the Economist. of November 1l puts it :

"N{rs. Ganclhi's by-election win neednt and
shoulcln't mean that she is marching back to power."

If the Chikmargalur debacle serves as a shoc'k
tlrerapy compelling the squirbbling constituents of
the f arr:rtir Partv to brrn' the hatchet. the electiorr
of Nlrs. Gandhi would indeed prove to have been
a blessing in disguise.

But 
'if, 

as the Economist puts it, "Janata does
r.rot start acting like a governmeut in New Delhi
and in the srai6s it will " eventuallv find itself an
trberrent interlude between Indira Gandhi regimes."

,'|
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The Fate of a Nation is doomed if cor_
ltrption poisons- its hfe in 

_ 
every sphere, as most

people feel and complain that i[ does today in ourland. Administration at all levels, the economic
controls which Government exercises over those en-
gaggd in production and distribution, the traniport
se.rvice by road, rail and air, the elections that'are
held to recruit persons to the various public bodies
fro-m the villages up to Delhi, these a?rd the other
prrblic activities are poisoned with this fatal Doison.
:rnd the proces_s is so widely prevalent that people
seem reconciled to it. Demobracy -is disclosinf i.folf
ls a puppej dancing to the--pull-of money-strings. It
is painful having to say alf this about' one's"owr
country, one's own people and one's own administra-
tion. But the evil cannot be got rid of by being
unconfessed and our strfierings lor.re in silence.

There are hardly three persons feeling optimistic
about the situation out of, lay, three hu-ndied rvho
either moan in'deep pessimism or who, making per-
sonal profft otrt of it, do not obiect to but adm-it'the
prevailing ev-il. The other day I was talking to a
gentleman -w-hqse ilge, stiltus, experience and acti-
vities entitled his views to every respect. He des-
cribed things ir-r vivid and pairiftrl ditail, with his
eyes glistening with- son'o!v. - He painted a picture
of utter gloom for the countly and I could trbt dis-
agree with him.

"NIy name rvas in the rvaiting list as No. 8. I
sent my m-an to look into the matter. He spent fir'e
nlpees and my name was advanced in th-e list to

.. N9. I - -I dont lsnow how. I .found my seat, and
when I looked about I saw 

'three 
berths going

vacant.

- J.,-dg"s are taking bribes. District mlgistrates
aucl otlrers tell me th:rt the salaries tbey loriget are
inadequate, and they must "carry on as otheis do",
:rnd so on. I rvoulcl gladly h:rve reiected this dark
pictrrre but my own experierrccs iead me to thc
iame disrnal verdict.

Htrmtrn nafure cannot tolerate this state of af-
fairq. The crisis will lead to revolution of- some
kind, communist or fascist or militar.y. The people
have to face this corruption o,r or.re'side and hieh
prices and unbearable tax-levies on the other.. O"p-
p;e.ssion ,and corruption must lead to revolt, arid
passing throtrgh anarchy, democracy must turri into
dictatorship. Neirlter can the rcsrritirrg tyrarrny es-
cape the. total evil of tlre timcs. The dictator.ship
rvill not be a relief, for that, too, rvill be corrupt. 

-

_ . The- ouly' hopc for the nation lies in the possi-
bility of re.sloring good governmcrit. Once up-on a
tinrc, irrst fifteen years ngo only. the administ-ratiorr
was on the rvlrole honest and, broadll' speaking, good
and efficient. The intelference, of'm^inisters"' "and
others with legitimate and illegitimate powers de-

A DEDICATED SERVICE, THE OI\LY HOPE
C. Rajagopalachari

Had Raiaii liaed he rould be a lutndred geu.rs of age tlis nton/lt. IIc cli.ed on Cltristnns Dau
19.72.ut tlv age of 94. LIis statue i.r bein,g urttseilled n belih and. a portage tti"tTt'iiit ii;;i;;"d"i,;lis ltonour. A uoraciorts rcuder-and-u Tiolific- uritsr Raiaii cotild iititi'bi aiiiriiia i ,r**{tir,"
greatest statesmen _Indio ltus procluced. _Wheit. hs ur.ls in hi.s scuenties Raiiii f ountled, the Suatantro"poillto combut the etil of statism:..masquerodi,tg as.socialbnt. Tlrc folliwittg''';iiiii 

-i--;';uI;;;; 
t;d";';tit u'as uhen he first turote i,t itt. the Suotraij'a of L[ay,g, ]g6t.

rived from so called democracy has transformed a
fairly good government into an intolerably bad ad-
ministrative machine. Can we retrace the steps and
secure au improvernent in the morale of our ad-
ministrative machinery? I believe we can. Let us
hope we secrrre a dedicated set of young people to
join the service ranks in all depaitmen"ts' thioueh
whom we can get this revolutioi of character a"c-
complished. In order to hope for this, we should
make sure of a few things besides appealing to in-
telligent youth to dedicate themselves to a holy war
against corruption.

We must elevate the simple life to the status it
b"d enjoyed - in Gandhian and pre-fndependence
days. It is the standard of life that has corrupted
and is corrupting our souls.

We should make administration less expensive
by reducing tlle number of people engaged ln that
unproductive but impcrtant worli, while at the same
time paying adequate salaries to those employed.

Tho development of productive industries,
should be unhampered by coritrols and bureaucratic
hurdles, so that they may grow quickly and absorb
more and more of intelligent young men instedd of
their being driven by necessity to government
service.

Less taxation and less infation, abandonment of
the wholly wrong plan of ffnding industrial capital
by oppressive taxation, and release of private capital
and private initiative from the barbed wire entangle-
ment of Central planning - these will help to a
large extent in cleining the air of the poisonolus fog
of corruption.

There is hope if the young men and women of
our country vow to Iive simply, and to be honest
rnrcler nny circrimstarces and in any employment.
Education is of no use if this dedicated spirit does
not crolvn the acquisition of useful knowledge. Recti-
tr-rde and rectitude only can save us. Hope thus
rests on the restoration of faith in God and even
this must be given by Him. May He give us the
faith in His mercy and enable us to save our dear
motherland, which does not dese,rve the fate that
overhangs it.

OUT OF SIGHT OUT OF MIND?
A Taiwan airlir.rer will be kept out of sight

whetr Mr. Teng Hsiao-ping, the Chinese Deputy
Prime Minister, arrives at Bangkok international .air-
lrort on Sunclirr'.

The Chinese Ernbassy in l3angkok asked the
Thais to prrvent arry Taiwau aircraft from landing
at the airport that day. The Thais refused, but they
have made arrangements to ensure that lr.{r. Teng
does not see the airliner.

- Tlrc Times, Louclon, November' 3, 1978.



il\ DEFENCE OF T]\DIAI\ WRITII\G
IN T]I\GLISH
Margaret P. Joseph

There has been suclr a proliferatior.r of hulian
rvriting in English in the past ferv t'eirrs, that it has
come to be regrrrded as a literattrre in its orvrr riglrt.
The defensive :rttitucle of fifteen to twenty ycitrs igo
hils now chirngecl to one of growing a\\'ilrclless
ancl acclaim and acrrdemic circles have contributecl
their shtrre of encourirgement by elevating this
branch of study to the dignity of tr University sub-
ject for graduates and post-graduates. It is of vi'nl
importance that in evaluating this literature, we
keep at the same tirne a sense of balance and cul-
tivate healthy critical standards.

The late Professor David N{cCutclrion has writ-
ten a collection of essays published by tlie Writers'
Workshop, Calcutta, calling for objectiviry in Indian
critics, and remarking that when "set against the
achievement of world literature in all ages" Indian
writing in English "is as yet irrsignificar-rt". This is
hardly surprising when we remember that Sanskrit
literature goes back to the Vedas and Chinese lite-
rature to the 6th century B.C. (some of the prose
and poetry u'ritten at the tirne being still extant).
English literature traces its beginnings to the 8th
century A.D. with Alfred's writings and Beowulf,
whereas, American literature gained international
fame only about 150 years ago with Washington
Irving ,Feniinore Cooper and Edgar Allan Poe.
This actually was sixty years after the Americans
attained ,Independeuce and Was the time when we
in India wers just beginning to adopt English as a
mediurn of literary expression. The slender output.of 'our first hrindrecl'ye^ars may be ascribed as much
to the social history bf tlre lreriocl irs to tlre claus'ro-
phobic efiects of imperialisrn which denied the peo-
ple any sense of rxitional identity. Krrowledge of
English was conf,ned to the minority who benefited
from educational institutions run mainly by missio-
naries. Political restlessness and economic privations
had a shaie in diverting energies from literature;
:rnd the irrose arrd poetry written corrld have bene-
fited from N{elville's farnous advice to his fellow
Americans "'It is better to fail in originality than
succeed in imitation".

England threw its shadow over our literature as
well as our' politics. With Independer.rce came a
new consciouSness of nartionhood and a corres-
ponding incleasb in literary effort. David McCut-
chion calls this a "strange irony" but the 'relation
between the two, is far from adventitiotrs. In fact
the growth of Commonwealth Litelattrre stems flom
the break-rrp of the English Empirs and the emer-
gence of idenlity in 1'ourtg natiotrs. African writing
in trnglish arrcl Frerrclt lrirs tlevelol'lccl only irr tlre last

.twenty-five years and Australitrrr and Caladian litc-
ratrrrc lrrn'e rrot hrrd to frrc'c tlrc linqrristic prolr'lerns
of older civilisations. Thirty years in tlre history o[
a nation, are, therefore, like a moment in. eter'nity
and the'irrsigrrificrncc of orrr achicvemerrt is uo carrs^e
fol worly.

A more dangerotrs aspect to be taken into con-
sideration is that some rvorks may ffnd acclairn far
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lte1,o_rrcl theil mcrrits. Foreigners Are no dotrbt amaz-
ecl that Incliirns rrrc r:oltrlre[-ent in Errglish, rvhile rve
Irrdiirrrs rvish to show tlre world lror.i rrccomrrlished
wc lruvc bt'cornc irr 

'a 
l'oreigu langrrage. The result

is ir lowcling of cliticrrl starrdalds--artd a frighterrirrg
lerck of critical discrimintrtior.r. While we"do noi
houq !o denigrate as negligible all Inditrn writing ir-r
English. we must at the-same time realise that riore
wnter must fow dolvn the Ganga before this writ-
ing gains an intemational r.eptrtation based on the
drama, fiction and poetry of a substantial group of
writers - not just one or two. What is necessary
therefore is a seirse of proportion and discipline in thl
critic. As far as the creative writer is concerned I
am convinced that no writer worth his salt would
wish to be iudged with amrrsed condescension iust
because he is writing in a foreign language. Criti-
cal lrolms mrrst be universal; and mereiy because a
novel is written by an African or a poem by an
lrrdian,- lower critical standards than tliose applied
to English or Americans must not be followed; . they
would be an encorlragement to mediocrity.

On the credit side of the balance sheet is the
firct that Inclian rvriting in English has several com-
petent novelists and poets (but few dramatists as

,vet). R. K. Narayan's style may be lacking in ele-
gance but his evocation of South lndian small-town
life has not yet been equalled by any other Indian
novelist. Ir{anohar Malgonkar lraints vivid pictures
of h-rdian history even thorrgh lre cloes not always
exercise strfffcier.rt contlol over his material. Raja
Rao's, "The Serpent and the Rope" is a good exam-
yrle of a rnetrrphysical novel, and as such will appeal
to philosopherg, rather than the general public.
Kamalar Markandaya's books depict with unusual
sensitivity characters callght iu the throes of the
East:West confict and her command of English re-^^

sults in a range of metaphor that inspires respect;-
but dangers arise when style begins to call attention
to itself, a film over meaning. However there is no
call for' pessimism ! A new generation is bound to
produce writers of even higher calibre.

It is widely believed that for the Indian image
to be convincingly portrayed, ottly an Indian lan-
gnage witl be siritable. This may be true in the
case of tlose who have learnt English after learn-
ing their'mother tongue, for quite often their style
is academic or ostentatious and betrays an occasio-
nal glimpse of the native idiom. Experience which
hns fo rirtdergo mer.rtal translation belore it can be
effectively projectecl will usrrally strlfcr a-change.in
the llroc-ess-. 

-It 
is for this reason p-erhaps- that

Nlicliael N{acllrrrsrrclarr Dutt rvt'otc irr tlre 19th cen-
trrrl' "1 

"a 
those rvho feel that thcy hnve springs. of

frcilr tlrorrglrt irr tlrr,'rn fv to tlrcir ttrothcr-trrtlgtte".
Rnt since the tjme of l)utt tlre astoirishing

slrleacl of linglish-medium scl'rools, (amidst all the
f6rvorrr for 

-a 
irational langrrage) is prildrrcittg -a tlerv

gcrrelation that qrrite often is learning English fir'st,
rrrrd the nrotlier-tongrte second. Evetr amolrg t-he

olcler gertcnttirlrr, I rlnt strre t]rcrc are maltv uditl by

I



force of circumstances,, speak, write and-most im-
portant 

- thin(, in English. Urban social'habits in
India are in a state of flux and after Independence
we ate growing more westernised than we were be-
fore, because the stigma of colonial domination is no
longer identified rvith the West. Therefore, as the
years pass, there rvill asstrredly be many (though
always no doubt a relatively smaller number) who
rvill write instinctively and idiomatically in English.

Good written English in anv part of the world
horvever, still follows the norms set trvo hundred
and fifty years ago by Srvift, Addison and Steele.
Therefore the contemporary pre-occtrpation with the
neecl to discover an English 5tyle "that will be dis-
tinctively Indian and still remain English", as one
critic says, is not merely paradoxical but irrelevant.
If regional iclentities ale to be conveyed in order
to give a faithful picttrre of the Indian scene, dia-

logue would be a suitable medium, not narrative.
There are pitfalls here, too, for peculiarities in dia-
lect can cause a stumbling-block to full identiffca-
tion of reader with character - especially if we hope
for irrr interr.rational audience. Keats is said to have
found the Scotch dialect in Scott's novels, difficult
to understand. The same holds good for an Indian
dialect, not only to a non-Indian, but even to an
Indian belonging to a different region from that in
rvhich the novel is set.

The answer to this problem would be to use
colloquial, r-rot a regionally modulated diction, such
as R. K. Narayan successfully gives his characters.
Writing in English about people who do not nor-
mally speak or think in English ought not to con-
stitute an insoluble difficulty After all Milton's
Satan utters magnificent rhetoric, and was English
his native tongue?

OF CABBAGES & KINGS _
securitv gtiard.- -;f'"in-to-nestly say I never miss being a top
manager despite all the power and infuence that
goes with the job" says Bangsaer (according to the
report) now a spry 62. I admit though I get the itch
to intervene when I see managers handlitrg a situa-
tion badJy. But then I think to myself they're
young, they'll learn".

One cannot see such a scheme working out in
India even though it sonnds eminently practical.

Continued from page 3

Befole that happens there would have to be some
parity between what a manager is paid and what
a security guard is paid and then pgrhaps we could
raise issues about the dignity of Iabour and a sense
of pride in doing, whatever iob there is to be done,
well. Of course in politics there was once an at
tempt at such a tactic, known as the Kamarai plan,
and now that we have a Prime Minister of 83, it is
an indicatior-r of how that worked - or failed !

-GD ,r:i
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WORLD NEWS
TOKYO, THE WORLDS COSTI.TEST CITY

The United Natior.rs released its moltlrli, list
of the rvorld's most expensive cities yesterdal' ancl
it was bad nervs for people living in Ougadougotr,
West Africa, where it apparently costs more to live
than in Neu' York City, the benchmark b1' r.vhich
most of the rvorlcl jrrdges expensive cities.

But Ougaclougou, although more expensive than
New York, is not the worst place you can live: there
arc 2I cities more expensive than Oug4dougou, and
54 more expensive than New York, the costliest be-
ing Tokyo, followed closely by Kinshasa, Zaie.

New York ranked about midway on the list
with Washington further down. Cheapest of all the
cities was Colombo, Sri Lanka, where tlte cost of
living is about half that of New York.

The list was a compilation of the relative cost-
of-living indices in September for I25 cities s'here
the United Nations maintains sizeable staffs. New
York, the UN headquarters base, was given the ar-
bitary value of 100, with the other cities on the list
assigned numbers relative to it. Tokyo ranked hig-
hest at 162 followed by Kinshasa (161), Accra (145),
Brussels (144), Panama, Bahrain (139) and Bonr.r
(138). Next came Copenhagcn (135), The Hague
(133), Paris (130), and Vienna (also 130) the world's
10th most expensive city.

- The Guarclian, Oc'ober 28, 1978,

SADAT, YES, BUTWHY BEGIN
No one can be strrpr.ised at the Nobel peace prize

being au'arcled t<l Pie.sident Saclat. I-Ie has been
thg obvious candidate ever since his visit to Jertt-salem last )'ear. His peace inititrtive has undoull-
tedly 

- been the ni5rgt corrrapfeous ancl imaginative
contribtrtion to lvorlcl peace lir the past y-ear, or
indeed_ for some I'ears past. It r.cqrrireil r rcal break
rvith the acceptecl merrterl habits -of the world in
which- any Egyptian president mtrst live. It was ab-
solutely foleseeable, ihat it would be attacked as a
betrayal by a very wide rang-e of Arab opinion, and
that Egypt as a result would be, at least temnoiarilv.
isolated in the Arab world of which she is the naturli
leader. But President Sadat came to the conclusion
that only in this way could peace be aclieved, ancl
peace for him was the overiiding priority. If any
one dese_ryes a peace prize it is sur6ly a l-eader who
can act like that.

But it is hard not to feel that by making Mr.
Sadat share the award with Mr. Begin the Nobel
Committee have detracted a good deal from its
value. That may seem ungenerous. It is of course
true that it takes two to make peace, and that
Mr. Begin has responded to the init'iativa with some
important concessi-ons: re_cognition of Egyptian
sovereignty in all Sinai, offer of autonomy-to the
PaleStinian Arabs in the West Bank and Ga2a Strip,
agreement to the removal of fsraeli settlements in
Sinai. The last of thesq at least, caused genuino
heart-searching in Israel and particularly in Mr.
Begiils own party. A degree of statesmanship was
therefore required for it. Israeli sources - have
claimed, moreover, that the Sadat initiative was far
from being as unilateral as it seemed, that it was
prepared by secret diplomacy initiated from the
Israeli side, and that the offer to concede all Sinai,
at least was made secretly before Mr. Sadat came
to Jerusalem.

All that may be true. But even if so, Mr. Begin
was only pursuing a line of diplomacy well marked
orrt by previorrs Israeli goventrnents: that of prising
Egypt away fi'om the Arab coalition f:rcing Israel.
It is hard to imagine that any Israeli prime minister
now could actually have refused to welcome Mr.
Sadat in Israel, and unlikely that any would actually
have refused to concede Sinai (a demilitarized Sinai,
of course) once the offer of a peace treaty with
Egypt, unconditional on agreement by any other
Arab party, was on the table. By contrast it is hard
to imagine that any other Egyptian leader would
have acted as Nfr. Sadat has done. There was a
qualitative leap irr his diplornacy which lr{r. Begin
has not had to reci;rrocate.

-Tlrc Times, Lonrlon. C)ctober 28, f978.

THE WORTD'S FIFTH TARGEST
MUSLIM POWER

One of the tliings seldom reme.mbered about
the Soviet Union is that it is (after Indonesia, Pakis-
tan, India and Bangladesh) the fifth N{uslim power

a
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in the rvorld. The total number of lr{uslims in the
USSR is at present estimated at 45 to 50 million,
as agairrst 140 million Russians. But the N{uslim
birthrate is so much highdr that by the end of the
centrrry there will probably be at least 100 million
N{rrslirns to only about 150 million Rrr.ssians.

What i.s even more ilteresting is that the Islam
rvhich thrives in this _way_is apparently not primarily
that which is ofFcially tolerated by the reglme. Ac-
corcling to Acirdemician L. Klimovich, whb is des-
cribed as "the leading and perhaps most qualified
anti-Islamic specialist" the o{ficial trencl is oppos-
etl lry a rron-o{ficial "rrorr-urosquc" trend whiih is
"communitarian" and controlled by suff-dervish
orders. "Everywhere the clerics of the non-mosque
trend are rnn.ry tirn"r more numerous that the cler'ics
of official Islam".

Another Soviet source says that "more than half
the to'al number of believers and almost all clerics
in the North Caucasus belong to a Sufi brother-
hood". These orders, although described by the
authors of the irrticle ns "conserva+ive" and by Soviet
sources as a "fanatical anti-Soviet force", have ap-
parently adapted themselves to the times in sorne un-
expected ways: notably by accepting large num-
bers of women as adepts and even as leaders, and
by rec_ruiting many young people, including many
from the Soviet intelligentsia.

- The Times, London, October 26, 1978.

POLISH COMMUNISTS IN A DILEMMA
Editors of Poland's state.controlled Press

received two directives from the censor's office after
Cardinal Karol Wojtyla became Pope John Paul II.
The first: no photograph of the Pope was to be
wider than one colurnn. Second: no headline on a
story about the Pope was to be wider than two
columns. Only the few small-circulation Catholic
publications got a little more latitude. These direc-
tivos, strictly applied, reflec.ted the acute anxiety
ancl uncertainity that the Papal election caused the
eountry's communist rulers.

'After an urgent conclave of its own the. polit-
buro accepted tlre situation as gracefully as it cbuld,
and the three top leaders sent a cordial joint message
to the new Pope. The president and prime ministbr
set off to Rome for the installation Mass, and more
than 1,000 pilgrims were allowed to make the iour-ney. This initial burst of concessions, which could
scarcely have been withheld without serious risk of
hoslile demonstrations, was capped by Polish tele-
vision being allowed to trausriil live the three-hour
service.

But what the party leadrship gave with onc
hand it tried to take away with the other. For in-
stance, irr Cracow the Catholic weekly paper, with
a circtrlation offfcially limited to 40,000, was ffnnly
trrrned down by the Crtrcow party authorities when
its cleputy editor plerrdecl for a double ration of
newsprint lbr that monrentorrs week.

Even the perrtrissiorr for' 300 Critcou' pilgrams
to fly to Rome in thlee charter aircraft of the Polish
state airline was qualified by an extraordinary,
pturitive^cl1.r-rg_e for the fight. -Accordirrg to Bishop
Tulian ,Groblicki of Cracow this was fiied at 10b
American <lollirrs for layrnen ($150 clollars for priests),

Courtesg: HeralC Tribune, October 24

pltrs an additional sum for each person, bringing
th-e total_ to roughly thre,e months salary per pilgrim.
The authorities did make a special effort to speed
up the issue of passports, but these were withheld
from several people.

Another striking example of pouring of official
cold water on the occasion, was the complete ab-
sence in the Pope's birthplace, Wadowice, near Cra-
cow, of any fags or publicly displayed photographs
except at the town's main church. When I asked
inhabitarrts the reason, they said sadly, "We have
not had permission for any public demonstration".

- Tlte Sundag Times, October 29, 1978.
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Freedom First

\VORLD NEWS -- Continued

SPEAKER HED(;E PT,EASE NOTE

German MPs may soon have to pay fines for tlre
privilege of calling one another liars-and similar un-
p;trlimentary names. The floor-leader of the minor.ity
Liberal Party in Bonn has proposed that instead simply
of_ being c_alled -to ordei - which costs nobody airv-
thine - IvIPs who are rude to one another shouid for-
fcit 040.50 per insult (a day's pay). It would be a kind
of high priced swear-box with a fixed penalty for every
offence horvc'ver mild or however seiious. The floor-
leader, I\{r. Torsten Wolframrn says that language in
the Bundesiag, once bad, is now getting even worse.

Researbh by the parliamentary staff of Die Wett
ancl of the West German news agency DpA, suggests
that two favourite descrip+ions of a llolitical o[fio,r-
ent - "liar' and -'prattling idiot" - invariably iirvoke
a rebuke from the Speaker. But there are others.
"Hypocritc" is not allowed. Nor are ,,rabble," ,.shame_

less demagogue," "impostor," "deceiver," aud 'prisoner
of rvells." Other trnparliamentary language, attribrrted
lw Die Welt and DPA to the Social Democrats' parli-
men.tary Chairman, and Bonn's most accomplished
parliamentarian, Herbert Wehner, includes the-rvords
"hooligan," "rvrecker," "vagabond," "comediar.r" ar-rd
surprisingl-v - "Father Chr,istmas."

As insults go some of these are vigorous rvords.
But if the Bundestag will forgive us it lias to be said
that they are relatively unsophisticated. For out-and-
out postgraduate vilification the student of insult must
trrrn to the older democracies. A Cuardiarr reporter,
filing from the National Assembly in Paris, oice re-
p91t9d an Honourable Deputy as having said that .,the
Minister of the Interior lies as naturally and as often
as he breallres." There was also, of course, Disraeli's
description of the Government, as "a range of exhaust-
ed volcanoe5" - fh6ugh he spouted thtrs outside ttre
House. Under the proposed arrangements for the
Bundestag, Disraeli would even now"be treading to-
wards the sin o'"' 

1i:;'3 ,l|hl"'Jzy,o?'tr, *rr.
LESSONS IN PRAGMATISM

- I{ONC KONC, Oct. 29 (WP) - Like arrif overage pupil, China has embarked otr an
pilgrimage to learn from its ancient cultural
irrg and once bitter enemy - ]apan.

Eecembcr I97g

for elclcrly lcacler.s tlrat sits well with China,s cur-rent gerontocracv.

.^_^Wherr A- llew gorrerrrrnent took over in China in19,(i :rftcl the dt'ntlr of Nl-ao Tse tuug, aualystsr'o'clered liorv much it rvoulcl -cha,,ge N%"';;;ii";of economic sclf-reliirnce ancl lvha.t fEieign 
"*o'rnpt"',i', rnight follorv.

- l'l,q nrost propltctic urrswer.cirme in an urrusuallv
tletailecl u,irll poster thut appeared orr a brrsy streJt
irr.Uanton.on. Jirnuar.\'_28, 1977. With language and
authority- that scemed to indicate inspiritioi fromvery high in the Communist party, th! poster pro_
rrorrrrced ol)en euvv of the Jaltanese,
- "I'l 1957, Japair produc6d'about l0 million ton.sot stcel. apprnximately the_same amount as China,',

the poster said. "Brrt in 1972, Japan,s steel produc-
tion was more than 100 million 

-tons 
while ori,r, *",only 29 milliorr tons."

"Does this mean," the poster askecl- ..that 
the

Chinese people are-.less inteliigent th;ih" Jopo";;,that we are less diligent? Does it mean [hit Chij
rrese natural .eso,,.cei or" infe.io. i;'ih*" ;i I*;;or that orrr social svst-em is somehow l""ki"ga,"-'-"'No," it concluded, "but many moioo-chE"ges inthe Chinese ecorromic system *"r. ,r""hrutj; -ih;;
it listed a series of meirstrres that in the 2l -o"ttisince have become officially enshrined 

". Cliiri;rlew economic programme: Factoryworker wage
Increases, bonuses, strict cost accounting, more con_

:LT"{ goods, higher. incomes for peasanli ana-rafia
rntroclrrctiorr ol foreign techrrology.

Jay \,lathews, Ilercild Tribune, Oclober g0, /g7g.
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Communist Party leaders in Pekins tell visitors
tliat they plan to follow the example'of the 186g
M_eiii Restoration and the Japanese economic rniracle.
Chinese Dequty- Premier- Teng Hsiao-ping arrived
in Japarr with the annou,tced- irrtentioir "to "learrr
from ... the,great, irrdt-rstrious, heroic and wise Ja-panese people". A Cabinet-levcl clelegatiorr i.s dol-
lowing him to explore "the secrets of thi, high-growth
[apanese economv".

. In Japan, the Chinese firrcl lessons in elliciercy
rnd..enterltrise rrot so tirirrte<l br.thc rrrgge<l indiii-
Iualism they find so distastcfrrl 

'irr 
the WEst. fapan

;rrggests a wa)' to build modenr fnctories wittiout
Losing too mrrch of traclitiorrrrl arts, a way to borrou,
irom the \\/est rvithorrt _being _controlled by it. Ja-ran offers economic vitaliry ri'ithout immense jncome
lifferences or social schism.s. It insists orr a resltcct
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GANGA, Sacred River of India, tcllh Tiltotogrupls In1

Iluglrthir Singlt arcl utr itflrodttction bg Eric l,lcrcbq;
I?cruttriul Pres.s, Ilottg Kottg; price US $ 30-(n.

Tlte nannuuli, or chail-of-narnes rvith rvhich i's^

dcvotees rvoo the liver Garrga, contains as lnanv ls
108 narnes, ranging fronr "Thou who are born fronl
tlre lotuslike feet of the God \Iishnu," to "Thou
rvho letrpest over mountains in sport." But this list
c'orrtains no such name ils the Ganges, rvhich n-rtrst
be reBarded as the l09th name of the river, coincd
by the British; a cirpricious linguistic distortiou that
lras gone iuto maps and gazetteers and into geo-
graphl' textbooks.

It is thus good to see that Ganga, lhis ancient
ar.rcl etrphonically satisfying name shoulcl have been
pleferred as the title of a handsorne coffee-table boolt
brorrght-out by the Perennial Press of Hong Kong.

'Ganga', even though nothiug'in the book sr1,s
so in so many words, is an attempt to tell the story
of the river from its source to its mouths, in words
and pictures, and while doing so, to explaiu the
river's importance in the Hindu religion as rvell ,rs

in the life of the land thlough which it flows. That
it succeeds remarkably well in acltieving this object
is a tribute to the manrler of its telling, for it i.s a
ioirrt efiort by two arccornplished cr':rftsmen in thcir
sepirlate spheres, Mr Raghubir Singh, and NIr Eric
Newby.

N'Ir Si_ngh is one of India's most sought after
photographers, and lr{r Newby the author of one of

tlrc rnost intclestirrg arrd itrfrlrnrativc books on lhe
liver to hilvcr corr.r(: <ltrt itt t'ccetrt timcs, 'Slorvly Dorvn
tlre C)arrgcs'. \Vhlt is perlrirlrs rnore importunt, both
lllrotoglallher lrrd rvriter profess to have an elno-
tional involvt'rnent in their srrlTject. NIr Singh says
tlrat he hi'rd alrvrry's had "a passion for . . . the river,"
right flom his childhoocl, and NIr Nervbl', that he
"klves all rivers."

NIr Newbl' restricts himself to explaining the
river's place irr the Hiridu religion, relying heavily
ulron Sanskrit quotaticltrs from the scriptures and
pla1,e.-5ooUs as rvell us from myths ar.rd legertds.
But he also strpplies interesting snippets from less
esoteric sorlrces to try arrd explain why the Ganga
shorrld be held in strch high esteem by the Hindus:
because it rnrkes the l:rnd fertile, he suggests, by
brirrging down "335,000,000 tons of silt every year."
Or Seciuse its water possesses miraculous qualities;
"Bottled, it will keep fol a year," he quotes some one
else as sayirrg; or thirt cholera germs die in it within
a few lrours; or even that "a tank reputed to be fed
from it," hirs the Dower of dissolving human boues
rvithin tlrree days !

NIr Nervby's tcxt. which hrrd fitted Ireatly irrto
tlre morc leisrrr:cly pace o[ his tlavalogtte, is trot ltere
seen to its best advantage, and takes on the aspect
of a high-school level crash course on the significanee
of the Ganga in the Hindu religion.

'But then Mr Raghubir Singh's pictures are uot
such that they need- wordy erltlantrtions. He has
mastered the att of making his photographs speak
for themselves. Wh:rt migirt hirr;e, in less skilled
harrds, turr-red ortt to be a series of motrototlous
riverscirl)es, is a book tlrat unfolds a story irs it goes
rrlong. 'Even tltough N{r Sitrgh miry not llave in-
tendEd it, his photofraphs create the impression that, ,
in nronorltion is thJ Ganea becomes accessible to its
derriote'es, it loses some oT its. holiness, that, for the
last thousand miles of its course, it is too much a
part of the daily life of the people who liv-e along
its banks, the firmers, the boatmen, the ffshermen,
tlre cowlrerds rurd others, to rernaiu the sllccill
Dreserve of a relision. In the words of a Sanskrit
irerse that ML NEwby does not quote, "the river
descends to the earth ar-rd degenerates into a hunclred
sluggish mouths."

In a collection of a hundred or so excellent
photographs, it is not easy to s-elect a few for special
merrtion except as a matter of purely-personal-1:re-
fercnce. Thd ones of the sottrce of the river have
ir nrrrgic rrrrirlity aborrt thern; it is di{Hcult to dispel
tlrt' imllrcision'tlrat or)c is preserrt at the creation of
sorneth^ing celestial. A tltotrsarrd miles down the
rivcr', the' monsoon eflects :lre iust as, sp-egtactrlar'
1'lrc glrlrrp of wottrc'tt irr wct clothes htrdcllirrg to-
getlr.'i ,,,,iI tl," litttttt t hrggirrg l loacl o[ *'irtcrloggcd
cnlrr ug,rirrst a stilf 1,,'ecz.ii, lri._tr.c thc powcr to n-rake

1'rlrr rvtirrt to tttt'rt,r1t y,r'it collirr agiirlst thtr lvirrtl
arrcl rcrrclr {tlr 1'ttttt titrtitlcll,r' Ft.rl Flirrdus attd nttlt-
Ilirrclrs alikc, a b<tok ttl cttvet artd to ketrll.

Manohar Malgonkar
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INDIAN SOVIET RELATIONS 1947.77

Edited by V. ts. Sirrglr., Sterling Publishers Pvt. Ltd.,
'' pages 80; Price Rs. 20/-.

Irr international affairs, relrrtions betwecn trvo
natious are not always friendly becatrse of their love
for each other or 'becau.se -either 

l.ras a genuine
interest in the welfare of the other. In fact a multitu-
cle of complex factors make up international relations.
Political and econornic stakes, the location of a natiorr
in a certain region, geo-political factors and
ideological compulsions often dictate the trends in
internatior.ral relations and bilateral relations is only
a cog in the wheel of international relations. There-
fore to nurse the concept of 'friendly nation' is, to
put it mildly to be politically naive.

"Inclo-Soviet Relirtions 7547-77- is a compilation
of articles written on various aspects of Indo-Soviet
relations like diplomacy, culture, science and tech-
nology, economy and defence. Perusing this thin
volume, the biased and propagandistic motives of the
urthors are hardly concealed and this predictably
resrrlts in lack of objectivity, causing academic de-
valuation of the subject.

lvlost of the book is more or less a chronological
record of exchange of visits of Irrdian ancl Soviet
delegations, signing of pacts and agreements., cele-
brations of friendship weeks or giving a list of
Soviet aided projects and progtammes.

The authors have failed to exumine Indo-Soviet
relations in the context of changing patterns of inter-
natiorrirl rela+ions in the light of detente. While

December lg7g

larrclirrg- Soviet hclll clrring ths tsanglLrdcsh crisis,
the atrthors rnake }o mention of the ilitial Soviet
backing to Pakistan on the Kiihmir itt,,", *hitji
later changed clue to cold rvar considerations.

R. S. Upadhyayir, one of the authors, irr lris
artjclr: "Cultrrr:rl Relations" rlrrotes I'he Soviet Err-
cyclopacdia (1971) edition orr tlre Gnndhian philoso-
lrlr1' as a 'socio-political doctrine which acted as a
progressive force stimulating India's freedom strug-
gle and was a genuinely poprrlar anti-imperialist
movement.' Did not tlre same Soviet Union also dub
Gandhiji 'imperialist agent' in the early fifties? Suflice
this exalmple to illustrate ths double standards of
Soviet friendship.

This book will no doubt serve as a 'Bible' to
the innumerable Russophiles in this country but for
a dispassionate student it is not of much value.

Nitin Raut

BUTTON SHORI'AGE IN SIBERTA
Workers on the new trans-Siberian railway

have been issued trousers without fy-buttons be-
canse of a button shortage, the Soviet party news-
paper "Pravda" said in Moscow on Tuesday.

The shortage on the Buryiat sector of the rail-
ways was the Second exampl6 of supply difficulties
in iecent weeks.

Last month "Pravda" reported that tooth brushes
were not available in c'ertiin parts of Siberia. On
that occ:rsion the paper .irdvised rea-ders to clean
their teeth with sh6tg-un cleaning brushes

Times of indiu
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Film Review

LOOKIITG FOR MR. GOODBAR, ON A
SATURDAY I\IGHT, FEVERISHLY

Tony- Manero is a nineteen year-old paint shop
assistant Iiving in Brooklyn, New York. His brothe-r
is a Catholic_ priest, his father is unemployed and all
Tony _lives for_ is the weekly night bf 

-revelry 
on

Satrrrd-ays, at the local discoiheq,ie.
Theresa (Terry) Dunn is a leacher at a school

for the deaf. She has to leave the corrstrair-rts of a
catholic upbringing to live het own life in the city
and her evenings are spent picking up on experience.s
amidst the sordid glamour of the singles bars, until
events ffnally get beyond her.

Typical young Americans? No, of course not

- yet these two characters are the sirbiects of two
important rnovies released in the States last year
and stil drawing attention in theatres around the
world - Tony in Saturdng Night Ferser and Terry
in Loolcing ior Mr. Goodbar. Though the two pro-
ductions were made entirely independent of each
other,. there is an uncanny resembla_nce between
them, both in what they have to say about the uew
trends in American life styles and about the two
individuals involved - both young both looking for
release, both undergoing a catharsis, at a peak of
stress they even flee to the same refuge, the New
York subway system. Even in their major differen-
ces there is a certain logic: Tony's story is fflled out
with straight hurnour and entertainment although it
involves the death of a friend, while Terry's tale is
harrowing, despite the flashes of fast humour, and
ends with her own gruesome death.

But beyond these features and, possibly, beyond
tlre expectations of the fflm makers themselves, is
the view these two movies offer of an America we
rarely see. Gangsters, car chases. romance. slice-of-
life realism and-total fantasy - 

you name it, the
American movie industry has ofiered it up; Yet -in
these two fflms, seen together, one can ulimpse the
emergence of a new mood, a nebulous, rrnr-'ertain
."trig". It is as if the film makers set out to take
two fa"irly ordinary portraits, printed them and then
saw in tiieir photogiaphs the Jhadow of another di-
mension.

Let's take Ton_y ffrst: _here's your average young
guy, nothing much in his head, nothing- uitusual
ibout his fahily, nothing interesting about"his gang,
nothing spectacular about his girlfriends and even
though he is a superb dancer he discovers at the
end that he's not tops at that either...... but rvait a
minute, are we talking about a current American
hero, a maker of trends, or some little nobodv who
became the focus of attention for no particular rea-
son?

Take a closer look: Tony is handsome - rnirybe
the eyes are too close together the mouth too wide,
the nose unbelievably long and. that low-slung hair-
line a sign of feeble mental activity - but alright,
the composite has a raw gutsy appeal, very male,
very distirrctive. Then his family - itanclard cliches:

his mother has the kind of wasted beautv looks of
a hundred Italian mothers; there's the little old grand-
mother, there's the run-to-seed father, crabby In the
yay 9f retired menj there's a pretty kid sisler; and
there's a brother who's a priesl. Suring the movie
the brother leaves the- priesthood, causifrg a pall of
doom and despair to fail over this houseHold'where
to have a son in the Church is to have a ffrst class
pass to heaven. The gang is made up of four Ita-
lian-American punks whose names and-faces are en-
tirely interchangeable. The girlfriend, Annette is
pretty in a plump, forgettable *ay; we've all met her
sometime in life - the silly adoring kind of girl
who, as Tony says, only tilks abou"t her marri'ed
sisters, and herself aspires only to be another married
sister. Stephanie, who attracts Tony:5 attention be.
cause she dances well and dancing is the only thing
he cares about, is more mature, ambitious, hoping
to go places in her job as a so6ial secretaiy. Sihet
pretty in a brittle, inconsequential way, foreshadow-
ing how her features will set into the middle-class
effigy of what is truly pretty or truly chic. Her con-
versation, her accent, her desires for such murrdarie
graces as tea-with-lemon, all betray her pathetic long-
ing to rise above her background, symbolized by her
intention to cross the Verrazano Bridge to live in a
fat on the other side, in glamorous uptorvn New
York,

The story line is intentionally only a main event
in a multi-ring circus : Tony plans to compete _in the
disco-dancing-competition at the 2001 Discotheque,
where he is klng of the dancing rink. The side-shows
include: Tony dumping Annette as a dancing part-
ner, in favour of Stebhanie; the'member of the gang
who has got his girlfiiend pr€gnant; the sudden burst
of violenct agaifrst a neifihb6uring gang of "spicq"
(Puerto Rican immigrants); Stephanie's momeut of
truth when Tony m6ets her ex-lover, They are all
sharply clrawn vignettes accumulating a l-'icture of
ordinary, middle class life, which-even in a big so-
phisticated city like New York, has only a cheap
lustre. Tony speaks of the disco-competilitrn as if it
were a maior international event - "theylll be comin'
in from all around" - and with a slight shock we
realize that he means it, that his ideas of the world
outside are truly that small.

In the end there is only a faint ray of promise
for Tony, suburban socialite. His night of catharsis
starts when he and Stephanie win the competition
but not before Tony realizes it has all been rigged
in his favour because the judges are fellow Italian'
Americans, and not because he is any better than
the rest. In frustration he attempts a crude assault
on Stephanie, bttt she's a tough Brooklyn girl -.theknees 

^him and walks out oihis life' Anrrette tlten
achieves legitimate group status in the backseat of
the car witfr the oth6r rnembers of Tony's gang; the
father-to-be member falls off the Verrazano Bridge
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to his death and Tony fies arvay from his gang to
do sorne soul'searching amidst the gratifitilscairecl
bansports in the boq'els of the city. Dawr sees hirn
going to Stephanie's_ apartment to beg forgivencss.
The last shot shos's him framed against the inorning
light, holding Stephanie's hand in fruce: maybe he'll
be more than a paintshop assistant, maybe- he rvill
be Stephanie's boyfriend, maybe he too rvill cross
the bridge someday, but that is all. A small horizon
of success in a life of no ambitions - )^o much for
the contemporary hero !

Terry's story is at all times a lot bleaker: for a
start, she is in her twenties, and not merelv at the
threshold of adulthood. Then, as a member of the
conservativ, rrarrow-minded and non-immigrant (or.
not recently irnmigrated) segment of the Americirn
poprrlation, the background she has to fight is harrsher
on her than ever it was on Tony, perhafs also giving
credence to the idea that rn"r'"in git away"witii
their excesses whereas, in the movies at least, women
still cannot. For her, the ground rules inchrde having
to leave home rather than face her tyranniczrl farhei
when.she comes back late; to living alone and celi.
bate or shackled to one man. While Tony is basi-
cally portrayed as a non-intellectual facing the phi'
losophical issue of growing up, Terry is sensitive
and intelligent - expressed by her dedication to her
iob teaching little cleaf children how to ljve nonnirl
lives. Tony's brother is initially an example to ernu-
late, while Terry's elder sister - who is viewed as
the prettier, successful one - divorces twice in the
course of the film and indulges in a squalid personal
life, and the other one is merely a baby-mirchine. It
is obvious that neither of these alternatives appeals
to Terry - but does she have any other rrptionsP

December 1978

And perl-raps thirt is what makes the films inte-
resting - the idea that even in America, the land of
dreams come tnre, tlrere are not alwtys so maltv
choices. We are tarrght to believe thai Americans
live a life of unrestrained freedorn so removed from
our own, rvith otrr social restraints and communal
tensions, but here are two movies shorvirrg two clrt-
racters buckling under exactly strch pressu"res. Equal-
ly, there is no atternpt to rnake diamatic or trugic
figules out of Torry ar.rcl Terry - we accept readih'
that these are not intrinsically importrrnt people and
even as we become ir.rvolved in their lives rve itre not
cleeply affected by what happens to them.

In short, here are two movies which tell us scme-
thing we might have guessed but are not usurrlly
told - that the American Way is not alwlys the
best or happiest one. What is even more strrprising
is that we are told this indirectly, almost uninten-
tionally because it is not at all clear that the direc-
tors were concerned about how the movies rvoulcl
be read by non-Arnericans. Squalor is not the theme
of either of the movies, but that is what comes
through most strikingly, from the cockroaches and
fflth of Teny's apartment to the crude realities of
sex in the backseat (almost entirely censored in India).
At one time ugliness and Americana could not be
mentioned in the same breath but in these trvo nrovies
the concepts have merged so completely they are
not even the focus of attention. And at the r:nd, it
is hard to tell what their composite message is: for
the fflm makers, maybe, they are a preview of u'hat
must happen all over the world as we rrnerrirrgly
follow the American example; for ourselves, perhaps,
a timely warning.

Maniula Padmanabhan
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Letter
rvHY JAGUAR, \VHY NOT VIGGEN

Sir :

Aftr.r' it lengthv cr.rritr'or,(rlsr,, the Govcrrrment lia.-
firralll' rlcciclecl to lrrrl' thc Anglo-Frcrrc,h fagrrar.
llorvevcr', in comirarison f o tlre \riggcn arrcl \Iirage
F-1. the Jaguar falls sholt on mauy courrts^.

The \/iggen has a top speecl of 1320 mph iN{rrch
2) and the N{irage 1450 rnph (l\'lach 2.2) ivhile the
Jirgtiar hirs a top speed of orrh' 1057 nrnli (lt{ach 1.6t.

The rirdius of irction ori a t1'pical 'hi-IO-hi' \lissi-
on of the Jaguar is 60f\ - 1315 km; of thc \{ilage 52t)
-1100 km; ancl of the \ziggerr 800 - 1500 knr. I{crc
lhe Jrrgrrirr possesses a miltginal advrrrrtage over thc
\lirage brrt, is otrt-clirssed b1' the viggen.

,\s firr ers accelc'ration is concerned (from br':rkes
off) the'Viggen climbs to over 36,000 ft. in 1.8 min-
nute.s w]teres the N'lirage does it in 3 minutes irnd
the Jaguar comes limping rrp in 3,1! miuutes. Besides,
the \/igqen cau oDerate on A nura\4/al' of about 500
rnctres, q'hereas the \'Iirage needs 1150 metres ancl
the Jirguar around 1600 metres fully loadecl. And
the most omazing thing of all - fully loaded (Nlaxi-
mum OrcJnance) tlre Ji,rgurtr can onlv clo 430 mph !

(Jarres AII the Worlds Aircraft).
According to an RAF srrrvey by Tlte Econotttist

in its issue of l7th to 23Ld Decembc'r 1977, thc
Jagtrrrr has been clescribed ns 'theoretically super-
sonic' in firct undelporvered. With lveapons hiing-
ing on its wings it rvould have diffictrlty' keeping uu
wi'h tlre Buccaneer (u'hich flies 'in reasonobl.e ccincli-
tions, jtrst below thg spssd of sound").

Irr the rvorcls of Tlte Economist, one suspects
that a poolish aircrrrft is being stretchc'cl orrt ftrrther
over the years than it should be !

As fitr as avionics are concerlted, the \/iggen is
among the few airclaft in the world with the advarr-
cecl 'X-B:rnd' ptrlse, Doppler radar.

Tliough the U.S. vetoed _the Viggen cleal, it is
comlnon knowle,dgc tlrat the Goverrrincnt lvas li'urr-
irrg torvitt'cL^ tlrs Jirguar iuxl that the Vi.ger:rr arrcl
Nlirage cleals lvere not pressecl.

The critical fintrncial position of the Slvetlish
ecollom)r also'makes them eager for collaboratior.r irrrd
frrrther clevelopment of the \riggen. fu an1, c:rse, thc:

J:rguar is irrferior to the other two and the NATO
forces trre planning to phitse it out gradually.

It is fleell'statecl in orrr counrr';' that ltolitics
crrrrro' be eschewecl irr auy rnajor deci.siorrs whethcr
tltel'rel:rtc to floocl relit'f operatiorrs rlr locatirrg
nrtrltic'rore _llrojects. One wishes to avoicl a feeling
tlrat the decisior.r to btrv Jaguars cloes rtot come
u'ithirr thc ambit ol .strch gcneral relttrtation. 'I'ltc
<lcforc'c ol'tlre corrrrtlv 

"^horrl<l at least br. orrt of tlrc
politicir'l iuenir..'I'lrc. rv'isrl,rrrr t,[ [lre clroicc cilrrrrot
lrt' clccirlcrl b1' lrssertions^, ()n(' \\'a\' ol thc otlrer; 

.i,rrrt

l;1, 1c.s11l's if thc.re corncs ir rrc'ccl. Cocl {'orbicl. for.
rrsirrg tlrcsrr irr conr[lrrt.' Till tlrc'rr, it is orrlt,,,,1,,.,r-
tion of crhibiting clur wirrcs cltrrirg R<llrrblic l)ir1'
celebrtrtions !

Ranian Guha

Freedom First
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WITH MAI\Y VOICES
Moans rodnd rvith many
'Tis not too late to seek

"Even the Shah of Iran could ffnd some comer
his country to elect him today.

-The Economist, Novernber ll, lg78.

Registered No. MII by South/26,1

of

"The deep

voices. Come, my friends,
a newer world."

-Tennysotl,

My esteem in the country has gone up substan-
tially. It is very nice now that when feople wave
at me, they use all their fingers.

Jimmy Carter, Time, October 30, 1978.

Politicians rvith
menon.

a backbone are a rare pheno-

Himmat, November 3, 1978.

A new "invisible man" has been born within
our midst - the South-east Asian refugee.

Bayard Rustin, AFL-CIO Free Trade
Union Neus, June 1978.

If ever there was an example of the capacity of
the govemment to give a good word a bad name,
consider the word 'privacy'. sold.

- 
Fred Graham, Heral.d, Tilbune,

September ll, 1978.

The Pentagon now finds that it can recruit what
it regards as high-quality females for about the same
price as low-quality males.

Time, October 30, 1978,

I am not irnportant. What I do is impoftant.
Datuk Hussein Onn,

Malaysian Prime Minister,
Stotevnan, September 24, 1978.
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The Socialist parties of Western Europe, with
the exception of the German Social Democrats, seem
to have a death wish.

John P. Roche, AFL-CIO Free Trade
Union News, June 1978.

President Carter, like the dollar, has been over-

The Economisl, October 21, 1978.

Whatever the politicians and their bureaucratic
sidekicks might sai, it is. just not possible for 'an

import business of Rs. 800 crores to go on year
after year without ac'ive assistance from the right
quarters.

- lndia Today, November 5, 1978.

Politics is like paddling a canoe, you lean a
little left, then a lit'le right to move straight ahead.

- Governor ferrv o'Kn?"Iti'" 
r?ur:'wt.

During lwo weeks in China, the only people I
strw wearirrg Mao Pins were foreign tourists.

- 
N ewsweek correspondent

Fred Colernan, quoted in Thz Statesman,- November 5 1978.

If the Conservative party believed it could gain
votes it would not onlv klll itl own grand mother, but
eat her too.

- N{r. Enoch Powell, The Cuardian,
October 12, 1978.

Their (the PLO s) ungratittrde artd obscenity
have gone beyond all limits.

Anwar Sadrrt. ltrgtDsueek, October 23, 1978'
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