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A BLESSING IN DISGUISE ?

SRy

Judging from the shrieks of delight of her sup-
porters on the one hand and the breast-beating of
those who oppose her on the other, one would al-
most believe that Mrs. Gandhi is back as Prime
Minister of India! It may not be irrelevant to re-
member the elementary fact that all that has hap-
pened is that she is indeed back — but as one
among 520 members of the Lok Sabha, And this is
represented to the public by the press (which she
heartily detests) as a “turning point in the history of
the country”. She should be grateful to the press
for giving her all this build up and of course to
the immature politicians of the Janata Party for
converting a by-election in a remote constituency in
South India in'o a national referendum,

Freedom First has the highest regard for Jaya-
prakash Narayan the father of the second revolution
in India, And yet, this great man, rendered invalid
by the dictatorship of Mrs. Indira Gandhi erred
when in his message to the voters of Chikmagalur
he observed: “What is at issue is not the success
of this or that individual but the future of demo-
cracy and the values of justice and freedom which
were restored barely eighteen months ago.” JP err-
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ed not because he was not right but because he
imparted to this by-election an importance that
it should not have been given. His comment on
her victory was more to the point and should have
been the Janata strategy from the start. He said
that Mrs. Gandhi’s victory was an “isola‘ed event”
and “did not represent any political trend that
might generally influence the shape of Indian
politics.”

A reader wrote in the Statesman that if Mrs.
Gandhi won, it would be the begining of the end
of democracy in India. Janata’s campaigners led
by Geéorge Fernandes, another victim of Mrs.
Gandhi’s emergency asserted during the campaign
that Chikmagalur will decide the future of demo-
cracy in this country. The cream of the intellectual
community in the State of Karnataka pitched in, in
favour of the Janata candidate. And Chandrashekar
the President of the Janata Party confidentally as-
serted that Mrs. Gandhi had no chance of winning
“unless there is bungling.” Who bungled? George?
From the point of view of the campaign itself, Geor-
ge Fernandes waged a magnificent offensive. Though
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