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1 : Judge As Rhetorician i:.il,(ill, *';'"'-:dHi,?iJ:.*1i':ruljla'li,o,'1,':
opprobritims and socio-economic ap€rcus are anathema

K. S. VENKATESWARAN for sorne judicial psyches; and I shor:td have, for that

[ii:?i"i'fJff ",?l"f,'.otlliTfil-f,iJiTi1*'l1?ll"&.-
William Jones said of certain passages in Hegel that ment shall be a dry statement of facts, drier prestnra-
they-were written with a -passion of .rationality but hc ricn of the law and logomachy and driest'in least
rvondered whether they had any significance except communicating to the law-abiding community, rvhich
that the words were ftrung together with syntactical is the court's_ ionstituency, the gloiv of life-givirig prin-
correctness. If small things may be compared to great ciples rooted in social sciencei and tran-slatel'into
the jibe come! home with remarkable appositeness in juiistic rules which legitimate our institution func-
the case of Mr. Justice V..R. Krishna Iyet who laid tionally. The last conslderation, in my humble view,
d-own office as Judge of the Supreme Court on 15 is the elan.v-ital of -the 

judicial procesi and jettisoning
November. it is judicial self-alienation from the nation. . ."

Painful as the task is of critically reapprising the Comment u'ould be superfluous. Suffice it to say
role of a member of the highest legal-tribuiit, it -none- that Churchillian admonition about it being slothfJl
theless becomes a positive duty in an age in which not to compress one's $oughts assumes a poignanr
judicial worth has come to bb gauged by verbosity relevance in such circu;nstances.
and measured by column-inches of public notice. To
embark on such'a r."pp.irui ls-ttrer"?ori noi to uguil ., ]f.,,.h: impossibility of 

- 
finding one's way lhrgugq

rfte iii-eO judge in his inOiviAual capaiity-inOiiO the.lhickets of endless verbiage were the only iault bf
it is rtebatable ivhether the peiiJnatiiy oi iu.tr r.n {,!stice. Iyer, we would have far less reason to cavrl.
warrant the exercise at all. We might even take it in our stride. But, alas, therc

is yet another, more. co.rpelling aspect in the judge's
A recent issue of one leading monthly pithily char- make-up which merjts t:loser consideration. Indeed,

acterised Justice Krishna Iyel ai a "winilbig". it citecl such is the seminal. germ-aneness of thi_s aspect that it
several examples of the judge's meaninglesi verbiage, recently manifested itself in the unprecedented spectacle

disguised not infrequently as 
-gems of judicial eruditiSn. of. a disringuished fellorv-judge in the Supreme Court

It "observed that ^"he f,as i way oi making simple taking judicial notice of it in terms that were not
iorronr.nse sound like the moit complex 

-piece^of exactly adulatory. _Ll t!. clu-rse of a judgment delivered
jurisprudence. And such is the complexity bf hrs last year, Justice V. D. Tulzapurkar, whose rectitudc
ment^al process that it is not often thit he 

"recognises oi,g. intellectual intcgtity ?re .unquestionable, felt
commoniense.,' " obliged to make ihe following observations:

The indictment is as true as it is disquieting. what ,,"'.u:lo,t" 
parting with this appeal' I feel constrainecl'

i. ,npuidon"ti. ir irr. blatant use of thr j"ffiiii "r#; 11":3Tt of mv dutv' to give vent to mv feehngs of

u'.o i'Ltrn.' ror such i."g't*9i1.qr r'a.'ung_.1.1, yf"':' !ffi"flfltf'fi,X?o $'Jt:':'r;I:'#ti"tlllt" llti;'.E:l:still' when the veneer of judicial detachment-it-*:1- in'uii iiurility, I woulci rike to point out that prefaces
doned, and ideological preferences revealed.j,jl.,"i; uni'*rotoiul exercises, perorations and sermons ascertain terms, it comes as a jolt to the tq:uT:i?.,:l uiri ,rrtr.. and philosophies (political or social), whetherall those who have been accustomed to acceDtlne - ^ -r- r
restraint and aroofne'! 1n luogq' "" "" i"aiJp*iu'iil :,"#Hl"lli,li:iyJ,ui:?f;; ;; ffi:lti*":"i"?'1:concomitant of judicial independence. cial pronouncements.

The main burden of Justice Iyer's loquaci",lt .$1 ..In any case, day in and day out indulgence in these
nouncements over the years finds sustenultg,^t1-Y1.11 in ui*ori .".t:i ;uhgment. i..'r,tp.itiu" oT whether the
Judge. Learned Hald once referred to as -"sedulous ,"Ui..i"o" the context cr the occasion demands it or
adulation of our cultus hero 'the Commo" 

Y1i,_.^ 
ti9: niil-r"ru", little pur-pose, and il.t ;*h inJutgin."

less iteration of accredited catch-words, c.unnine- u-se i;;;;;;, indefensible wiren matte^ ir" to Ue Ois[oseO
of questior-begging.sedatives..." and so forth._Even ;i;'i;;-, of settlement srrived at between parties orin his judgments, Justice lyer. more- often^Ihan not. i;r'ih;-;;l; of-iipor"J;ng the f"* *tif" iijJ.itne-t}l"
meanders into- pastures tar afield whence the return ;;;;;;.i io it " .'ou.r at ;he threshold on lireliminaryis tortuous and uncertain. gidunds suctr as non.maintainauiritv, tactris inJ tli

To cite one example, let us take the learned judge's like' ' '

circumlocutous perorations in a recent case,. organo Not surprisingly,.fustice Iyer's obsession with ideology
Chemical lrrdustries v. Union,_ whig! -p-.o:!l-.g, tf: comes thiough- more rransparently in his quasi-legil
eminent constitutional_ exper!, Yl . F V ,1,:"111:^:: ;;;";;;.;;ts, wheri the scope" roi *inau"eging i,
lf i,T';liil?.lniJ":l:l;,';;',1:".,11'H3,Jl:';: ",:;;"# ;;;;;il;-;;;;,+';",Hi ,cgil;'f:liq 

""r^^" "E-1"',

u,Li'h- lic, givcs effcct io that concept. is subveisivs C'ommittee on l-egrl Ard, appointed by Govenitncni

trf thc llw intl the constitution' and ii likely to under- in 1972' produced a i?'sp111 which bears ample test''

nrinc the. hi,:h position which thi' jrrdiciarl--has carned mony to his matchless talents in this area. Pompousl;l

for itself... " titled "Processual .fustice to the Peopie", the Report is
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a curio-usly-worded docunent. While serving a cianrn_
ing indictment on the present legal sysrei, it seeks
to offer a- panacea for its ills by suglesting changes
that would, if translated into action, lar.lely papetuate
the existing inadequacies and, for gocrd ireisure. creatc
new ones, the noble inrentions of its draftsmen not-
withstanding.

Consirler, for rnstance, the learned judge's exhoria-
tion: "The legal system, to ring true, muit tune itself
ir,to the wave-length of social justice and befriend the
lowly and the lost. Such a transformation is ditficult
unless our jurisprudence radicalises itself out of laisscz
laire values, our Bar and Bench reform themseives in
professional orientation and court methodology and
our law schools vitalise their syllabi through iiinicat
legal education with accent on poverty ind back_
wardness. . . "

2: Exercises in
De,magogy

Statements such as these are exercises in demagogy.
They are dangero.usly naive for practical applicitiSn,
as recent experience bears out clearly. When-exhorta-
tions in a similar vein,.backed by gor,6rnmental inspira-
tion, rent the air during the Emergency, the reiults
were there for all to see. Nothing could tie more tragic
trran the irreversible decay of the Bar's and Bench,s
dignity and autonomy, coupled with a furtlier rall in
professional standards.

But does Justice lyer have time for such niceties as
nobility of the prof-ession or its autonomyi Hurafi-
His sole passion is to break violently wirh- the statris
quo of " . . . slow-modon justice, hien-priced legai ser.
vice, long-distance- deliverl, centres,-;nystiques of lega-
lese and lacunose laws and a processual pyramid midc
up of teetering tiers and sophisticated rules and tools.',

And in achieving his objectives if he were ttr have
his way, he would stop short of nothing. Not evcn
nationalisation of the legal profession. His owrl suggss-
tion is "to create a competitive public sector itt tltc
legal profession which would not only helir secure
excellent legal representetion in complicated cascs for
the poor who are granted legal aid but, aiso !o go a

long- way towards breaking the moncpoly of the top.
most lawyers who are charging unconscionable [ee.s."

Justice lyer's visceral antipathy towards the "elite"
rn the profession, whom he snidely refers to elsewhere
as "jurisprudes", is hardly ever disguised. "Curiently
reluctant to greet such change, it (the legal profession)
must be disciplined into the new Order so that fhe
quest for justice through law ceases to be the saie of
legal expertise on unsocial terms,.and justice doe; not
remain 

-a 
close preserve of wealthy and cconomically

powerful interests who alone can afford its pricc. I'he
public commitment of the legal profession must oblige
it to submit to social restraints and eiontrmic reguia-
tions as a realistic and constiuctive response to the
bhsic philosophy enshrined in the C,)nstittrtion."

Justice lyer as an ur.biter of labotr'-ntao.tsetlistrt l'c-
lations sounds even less plausible. B"'lievine as hc doss
that "ideologically speaking. the Indian Con:tilLttion
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'akes sides with the former as between lah^,,- and
private economic power," he cavils at .,the ptrenomenon
of. some managements victimising marked-out workers
with a view to break the backi of allergic ulricus or
waging legal.battles of artrition right upio the higirest
court, regardless of lhe cost."

That the boot js on the orher foot, hardly evcr
crosses his mind. lfhe jnimitable George lvlikes could
not have been more pe!-ceptive wh.:n he said: ..We
still speak, for example, of the :;trugglcs of fracie
Unions against exploitation, as if we tivea in anothcr
age._ Of course, all is not well; of course, eniployers
would still .explo_it workers if they coulJ. Brit they
ca-nnot. Today, the Trade Unions are the mosr pre
vileged class in the country-previleged to break 

^th'.

law. They often hold the pirblic to ransom to achieve
their sectional interests while their more romantic
supporters, glowing with honest indignation, shour
nineteenth-century slogans and look rather pathetic."

. The learned judge's disdain for the "proprietariat"
is matched only by his admiration for the'soviet Union
and things Russian. Of course, for one who has hacl
the distinction of serving in the first Communist Minis-
try in India (Kerala, 1957), the Soviet connection is
hardly surprising. All the same, it begins to affect the
sensibilities of every democrat when the Russian inspira-
tion is allowed to cast its shadow, however lightly or
insidiously, on such sensitive and time-tested institu-
tions as our judicial set-up.

With all its imperfections and shortcomings, we can
still claim with legitimate pride-as very. few in our
neighbourhood can-that the independence of our
judges is pretty secure, as is the intrinsic fairness of
the Anglo-Saxon system of jurisprudence which we have
inherited. This is certainly a far cry from conditions
in the Soviet Union where, we have it on the authority
of Vishinsky, a former Procurator-General, the iudges
"should not hesitate to depart from the law and should
show absolute obedience in following the (Communist)
Party's directives, which represent the highest rule for
[hem." (For a detailed account of leeal perversions
in contemporary Soviet society, see Freedom First,
August 1980).
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Eurocommunist
I)elusions

Euro-communist Confusion about Soviet Occupation
of Afghanistan.

MILOVAN DJILAS
Milovan Djilas, a tormer Yugoslav vice president,
was deposed in 1954 lor advocating a two-party $Stem
and later intprisoned lor exposing,the "new class" in
a communist society. The article was originally pub.
lished by The New Leader.

Future historians trying to understand the Soviet
occupation of Afghanistan will no doubt find it diffi-
cult to make any sense of the seemingly illogical ex-
planations offered by Leftist leaders in general and
by Communist ones in particular. This does not apply,
of course, to Communist leaders who fully support
Moscow's line, like George Marchais of France. His
stand merely proves again that the French Communist
Party has always been and continues to be Leninist-
that is, Stalinist--despite its suppoft of so+alled Euro-
communism. Indeed, I would stress that its encourage-
ment of political pluralism is only a verbal and tacti-
cal ploy. No, the inconsistency I have in mind per-
tains to the interpretation of the latest Soviet conquest
put forward by the Italian and Spanish Euro-
communists.

The leadership of the Italian and Spanish Commu-
nist parties unambiguously condemned the takeover of
Afghanistan. The Yugoslav Communist Party did like-
wise-although except for the matter of independence
from the Soviet Union, it does not fit into the Euro-
communist mould. (Nevertheless, I feel that internally
Yugoslav Communism is somewhat less monopolistic
and oppressive than the Soviet variely. And in the face
of Soviet aggression the motives and positions of
Yugoslav leaders, which I shall turn to later, become
clear.)

Partisans of democracy should applaud the Yugo-
slavs' determination to perserve their national inde-
pendence. They should rejoice, too, that the Spanish
and Italian Communists have supported the principle
of independence and criticized the Kremlin's actions.
Their apparent confusions stem from the fact that
they still carry some of their previous ideological bag-
gage-and the old dogmas, already undermined in large
part by past experiences, have now been dealt another
blow by Soviet despotic expansionism.

For example, in the communique issued following
their meeting in Madrid last January 27, as reported
in the Belgrade daily Politika, Spanish party leader
Santiago Carrillo and his Italian counterpart, Enrico
Berlinguer, declared that the Soviet military "inter-
vention" was responsible for "the most recent insrease
rn (international) political and military tension". The
takeover of one country by another, they went on.
!!ar all "cvcnt cquivelanI to the NA l() cleployment
r)f new nucleur nrissilcs in Europc, resistance to SALT
Il in the United States. and sintilar developments. Con-

4

tinuing- in this vein, the communique concluded that
the Afghan crisis marked a revival of the .onni.i
between the Eastern and Western blocs - in oitrei
words. between the USSR and the United States. ih;
same thinLing is prevalent in the leadership of ttii
Yugoslav Communist Party.

^ 
This interpretation also led the ltalian and Spanish

Communist leaders to label as "disturbing factors" the
"American threat to boycott the Olyipic Games,
President Carter's stated intention to niainiain Ameri-
can dominance in world affairs, and the striving to-
ward military superiority by both superpowen". Small
wonder then that Berlinguer and Canillo stressed ..the

absolute priority of preserving detente and peace', as
well as a "renewal of East-West ties".

The appraisal of events in terms of the behaviour or
misbehaviour of the superpowers can be traced to the
l-eninist teaching abour the division of the world among
imperialist nations. What distinguishes the Eurocom--
munist analysis is its revision of the Leninist view to
treat equally the moves of the "socialist" Soviet Union
with those of the "capitalist" United States. Thus
Berlinguer and Carrillo presented a less dogmatic and
more objective assessment of contemporary occurrences,
a step in the right direction. In the end, though, they
retained some of their past Leninist biases. For tactical
internal reasons, it may be premature for them to re-
ject all those prejudices; yet the mere parroting of
old notions can only deepen old and dangerous mis-
conceptions.

The United States undoubtedly was guilty of manv
transgressions and mistakes in supporting dictatorial
and corrupt governments. But when Berlinguer and
Carrillo equate those actions with the Soviet invasion
of Afghanistan and when they athibute this crisis to
the USSR-USA rivalry in the Middle East, they close
their own and our 6yes to an unbridled Soviet ex-
pansionism and a rigid, unyielding totalitarian-mili-
taristic Soviet system.

Berlinguer and Carrillo are rightly worried about
the preservation of peace. They fail to notice, however,
that humanity is threatened by a potential holocaust
primarily because the Soviet state is exploiting emerg-
ing revolutionary movements, taking advantage of the
lack of resolve in Western Europe and the United
States. It is the Soviet Union's recent shift to a globar
offensive that is a real danger to world peace. Un-
fortunately, this is often observed by the contradic-
trons and conflicts between the USSR and the United
States, by unresolved ethnic and religious relations in
the world and, above all, by uneasy and inequitable
North /South economic relations.

Detente and peace are without question worthwhile.
but they cannot be preserved today rvith an imaginary
balance. That self-deceiving equation and the Western
reticence to oppose Soviet moves merely encourages
Soviet expansion. To argue that the Kremlin's "inter-
vention"---a poor svnonvm for the "r.cctrplttion" 'in

Afghanistan is rhe result ol' the USA-USSR conllict
detracls from lnd masks the aggressive, despotic nature
of the Soviet svstem.
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Today, a national Communism has become the
domestic tool of the Soviet Pafty bureaucracy, but
Marxism-Leninism remains the foundation of the
ideology it seeks to spread. Peace can be preserved
only by achieving sufficient superiority to prevent
militarv expansion, to prevent aggression, which at pre-
sent is carried oul by the Soviet Union alone.

Ilnderstandably, an independent Europe is what
Berlinguer and Carrillo hope for. No one should oppose
ruch a Europe, if this means a Europe that is unitecl
and sulficiently strong to resist Soviet expansionism.
l'he Soviet intention is to pacify Europe, ro separate
it from the United States and simultaneously to under-
mine it by conquering or controlling the countries that
provide Europe with much needed raw materials. The
S.oal oj Soviet expansion is not so much the subjuga_
tion of Afghan tribes, as the control of Middle Errrrtirn
oil and an outlet to the Indian Ocean in order to ci\)mi-
nate Europe, and to force European industry to n ork
for Soviet "socialism".

Yugoslav Errors
F.vidence of the Eurocommunist contradictory think-

ing can be found among some Yugoslav Communist
leaders, but the situation here is quite different. Be.
cause the Yugoslav leaders feel threatened they try to
avoid "provoking" the Soviet Union with rilatively
strong statements. Their strategy is based on the
Utopian belief that a "nonaligned ideology" can be
preserved if blame for the world's ills is even-handedly
assigned to both superpowers.

Another simplistic approach is to attribute any crisis
to "superpower rivalry". The Secretary of the Central
Committee of the League of Communists of Yugo.
slavia, Dusan Dragosavac, has already written ofl
Afghanisian so that Yugoslavia may once again con-
{ine itself to supporting the illusory Final Act of the
Helsinki Accords on European Security and Co-
operation.

That kind of rationalizing can only lead to the
return of "fraternal friendship" with Soviet ruling
circles. Dragosavac even fails to treat the two blocs
equally, implying that the Western bloc is worse than
the Eastern one for the simple reason that it is
"capitalist".

It is fortuna-te for Yugoslavia that more lucid and

courageous ideas have been advanced by many others

here, and have been followed by corresponding actions.
a practical example of such constructive thinking can

be founcl in the non-dogmatic evaluations of current

dcvekrpmcnts. und in the determination of Ytrgnsllv
citizens lo mobilize an effective self-dcfence
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Free Press Or
Enslaved Press?
CUSHROW IRANI

Address' As Chairman, International Press
Insiitute, to The 2lst General Conlerence ctl
UNESC0 in nek;3ae,:yrg:;.**, on Monday,

A famous British Jurist once reminded us that income
tax was a tax on jncome and on nothing else. It is
well known that Unesco does excellent rvork in many
directions, but I believe the time has come to say
categorically that Unesco is, or ought to be concerned
uith education, science and culture and with nothing
else. However, here rve have the MacBride Com-
mission in eftect saying that communications are syno-
nymous with all human activity, past, present and
future. It is a safe catch-all proposition. It also leaves
governments so minded free to grab as many of the
levers of control over the press in their countries as
they can.

The Report claims to have achieved a remarkable
synthesis of different and opposing points of view,
bridging ideological divisions, political chasms and
assorted pitfalls in various directions. It is incieed a
remarkable document. Except on the issue of felicity
of language, it is rather like Shakespeare, you can go
to it for an appropriate quotation to support any posi-
tion on almost any issue!

Let me say quite plainly, that there is no synthesis
possiblc between freedom and the lack of it by what-
ever name called; between the concept of a free press
working independently of and often in spite of govern-
ments, and the concept of the press as a tool of gov-
ernments; and between ncws on the one hand and
propaganda disguised as news on the other.

We are talking here, Mr. Chairman, of free speech
as a basic human right. Either it exists or it does
not. It is one thing to argue in favour of progress
towards a freer and more just society for all human
beings. It is quite another to make this progress de-
pendent upon progress in economic developrnent.
beclamations apart, there is no connection that has

been demonstrated betrveen human rights on the one

hand and predetermined levels of economic develop-
nlent on the other, although it is the temptation of
despotic regimes everywhere to make the latter de-
pendent upon the absence of the former.

No such sophistry in argument nor mock concern
for economic betterment can be allowed to interfere
u'ith the conclusion that basic human rights are basic
to all human beings, herc and now, and not when
they have reached some particular stage of ecottomic
dcvelopment.

Yes, there is a bias in what I am saying, There is
:r hi:rs in fav,-rttr of thc hclief that the statc cxisls for
thc indiviclrral ancl rrot thc othcr rvay arottnd: lhal
news is what a diverse itttd varicd prcss choosc irtdi-
viclually to print antl nol rvhat govcrnments ordaitt antl
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would be in the interests of themselves; and that while
there is certainly a case for self-exanrination and self-
improvement rvithin the press, to regard the press as
an instrument of government policy is a contracliction
in terms.

The international Press Institute therefore:

(l) stands and fighrs for a free press, irrespective of
national frontiers;

(2) recognises that the only proper safeguard of a free
press in any country is the credibility, the respect
and the confidence that it commands from public
opinion.

The Institute rherefore supports all efforts by the
press themselves to improve both their conduci and
their performance, while seeking in many difierent
rvays to improve the practices of journalisrir. The Re-
port we have submitted to this Conference sets out
very briefly what has already been achieved.

We are not complacent. A good deal more nceds
to be done in this direction and our efforts will con-
tinue. But that does not mean that we must support
some of the initiatives that now confront us. Let- me
give just two examples.

, The-first is training and equipment. There is a great
deal of material on this subjeit in the Draft prograirme
and Budget for l98l-83. It would be absurd to enquire
whether you were in favour of training or you were
opposed to it, Training is a neutral concept. You can
train to be a policeman, but you can also train to be
a burglar.

You can train to be a journalist, sceptical of every-
thing that is fed to you irrespective of the source, fei-
reting out the truth, reporting objectively, arguing logi-
cally and critioising fearlessly where necessary. Bu,t
you can also train to be a propagandist, conditioned
tc accept official information as the truth, official acti-
vities as being automatically rvorthy of praise and shun-
ning any criticism of any politician or bureaucrat as
somethins which would eudanger the march iowards
economic development, the current opium of the
people.

Take equipment: there is no denying the fact that in
large parts of the world, the Third World in particu-
lar, there is a great hunger for modern tools of com-
munication - efficient networks, better printing facili-
ties and cheaper tariffs. It needs to bc stressed, how-
ever, that these are required by the press in thosc
countries, whereas the initiatives taken by Unesco would
place them in the hands of governments which, if you
u,ill pardon the understatement, is not the same thing.

Thus it comes about that in my country, for example,
the press makes do with printing equipment, much of
it over 50 years old, because every impediment is placecl
in the path of its modernisation. At the same time,
the Government is about to acquire, with overseas
rssistance, a multi-million-dollar computer designed
for infornration storacc and retricval on a vast scale,
but rvlro-cc usc rvill be restricted to govcnlmcntai pur-

1.li.rsr:s only. Propaganda would tltus be cheapcr and
rnrlre r:fllcicnt. irpitrt from being morc plentiful while
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the practices of journalism labour under greater diffi-
culties and increasing restraints.

The second example follows from the first. We are
to have, at the end of this Conference, a new Unesco
programme, the International Programme for the Deve-
lopment of Communications. It rvill go on studf ing
communications, identifying problems, pondering over
them and preparing more reports. These rep,orts will
Iead tr: further studies and the discovery of fresh prob-
lems.

In a word, and to put it bluntly, it will mean more
jobs for the boys. It will also mean that governments
io minded, and they are all members of Unesco, will
be able to point to these various studies and recom-
mcndations as justification for continued encroach-
ments upon a free press and to keep their press in
thrall. They will say that they are doing this to {ight
against war and racial prejudice and to advance eco-
nomic development.

Their real objectives will be what they have ah'zays
been, the enjoyment of political power without checks
and balances, without accountability and, preferably
withou,t end. The Programme will start on a low key
because the money that will be needed is simply not
there, but start it will, financed by savings under other
heads of the Unesco budget.

The proper question to ask would be-if sums bet-
ween 1.5 and 1.7 million U.S. Dollars can be found
in this way, how much more can be saved by a search-
ing review of expenditure in other directions? But such
questions will not be asked.

The Programme will be staffed and lau,nched and
soon afterwards supplementary denands will be raised.
"What has been started must be continued", so says
Paragraph 130 at Page 33 of the Draft Programme and
Budget for 1981-83.-and the anxieties of a free press
everywhere will increase.

I have said all this to serve notice that the press is
only too well aware both of the long term objectives
and the short term tactics. It is also to declare our
resolve to be watchful and vigilant - after all, eternal
vigilance is our stock in trade, and at all times I pro-
mise you we shall give a good account of ourselves.

In his opening speech to this General Conference,
the distinguished Director-General of Unesco ieferred
to "LJnesco's duty as an active interpreter of the world's
mora,l conscience." I shall watch very anxiously in this
debate on communications for thc hrst signs' of lhe
world's "moral conscience". If I watch in vain, as I
fear I shall, it must be because conscience is a matter
for individuals, not governments.

JP FORUM FOR TOTAL REVOLLITION
For the furtherance of Jayaprakash Narayan's ideas
with regard to socio-economic changes in the country.
some of his close friends and followers have formed
a forum on his 78th birthday.

Named after the author of the total revolution move-
ment, the JP Forum aims at furthering the cause ,Jrrvi-

saged by him.

The Forum is conceived as a meeting ground for such
individuals and groups who consider themselves com-
mitted, in one way or other, to translate JP's dreams
into practice. Remaining aloof from power and party
politics, it would strive to co-ordinate the activities of
numerous groups and individuals associated with JP
and his work in recent years.

Besides presenting JP's ideas in a systematic wa.y
with the help of eminent scholars and associates of .IP
from time to time, the Forum will also try to interpret
and analyse important events local, national and inter'-
national, throu-sh its units scattered all over the country
in the frame of total revolution as envisaged by JP.

Of over hundred persons sponsoring the formation
of the Forum, prominent are Sri Minoo Masani, Sri
I{ari Vishnu Kamath, Prof. Samar Guha, Prof. Puru-
shottam Ganesh Mavlankar, Sri Vadilal Daeli, :ir;
Brahmanand Mishra, Sri S. H. Razi, Dr. Parimal Kumar
Das, Sri Rafiq Khan, Sri B. P. Pandey, Smt. Inrlrr
Parrcley, t)r. S. K. Garg, Sri Nlrinal Biswas, Sli Talai-
zcb lr4ohd., Kanral, Sri Jaganrtath Sharnra, Sri B:rne-
rasidas Goal, Sri S. S. Singh and Sri Piarelal Sharnrr-
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The sponsors of the Forum believe that JP's total
revolution called for basic changes in building up a
new social order based on a synthesis of the old and
the new, of spirituality, democracy and science. The
two wheels of JP's total revolution were a limited,
responsive state power and an enlightened, organised
autonomous people's power. It is tragic that both the
rvheels have stopped moving in the right direction.
And there is none to show the right way.

It is with the objective of injecting the JP impulse
which the country needs sorely in every walk of nationai
life today that the Forum is being formed. It will carry
forward the process of change JP had initiated. As
never belore, today there is a need to have a broad-

based platform where every one who ever had been

associated with JP and his work right from his early
days till the formation of the Janata Party and who
thinks JP's ideas still have relevance, tries according
to his understanding and capacity to translate JP's
ideal of socio-economic changes into practice.

Till it acquires blood and flesh, the Forum is to
function from Rajghat, Varanasi, as its headquarters,
and after it has taken organisational shape its natidnal
secretariat would be shifted to a more suitable place.

f'r<'rnr Slr.,'ocll1'e llc',',':r Servicc, Eclited & PLrhlishccl

h,l []rirhrrrrnlncl lvf ishra. Rajghat. Varanasi 221 001.
L].P.



CONFERENCE RESOLUTION volcEs I
Radical Humanist ATouchof Xenophobia
Association

Srnce indepgnden-e, the Indian People have been
undergoing repeated experiences of electing popular
governments with great enthusiasm and expectation:
and quick realisation of the government's abject failurc
to solve the pcople's urgent problems of poverty, un-
employment and creation of a just and egalitarian
society.

Successive governments of the Congress became
unpopular soon after their election, but were not
replaceC by governments of any other political parties
tor want of a better alternative till Jayaprakash
Narayan presented the alternative of the Janata Party
in 1977.

The Janata also failed to solve out problems due
to their lack of commitment, squabbles and clissensions.

Riding on the wave of popular disenchantment with
thc Janata, Ir,Irs. Gandhi returned to polver on the pro-
mise of giving a government that rvorked. inspitc of
her dark record of emergency and authoritarianisrn.

Within nine months of her regime the pecple have
ciscovered that her government also does not work
for the weltare of the people and she has commenced
her old game of finding alibi in an allegedly un-
workable constitution. uncommitted judiciary, hidden
foreign hands and obstructionist opposition.

Unable to solve the problems of rising prices, increas-
in_g economic hardships and progressive breakdown of
law and order, she has started passing repressive ond
arbitrary laws like the National Security Ordinance,
denigrating the judiciary, the opposition ancl the press,
demanding unrestricted power to amend the consti-
tution and to appoint and transfer judges of the
Srrperior Courts, so that she can amend the constitu-
tion as she likes, pass repressive laws that cannot be
challenged in courts of law, thereby creating a climate
of fear among the people and ultimately wielding
absolute power in her hands as she did during the
emergency.

She may also introduce some kind of a Fresidential
form of government, which will only degenerate into
a dictatorship as is the experience in most of the third
ri'orld countries.

This All India Conference of the Radical Flumanist
Association is of the view that no government in
India. of whatever party, can solve the problems of
poverty and usher in an egalitarian society without
decentralisation of political and economic power,
without providing a corruption-free administration and
without the active support of the people.

The people should not look to the Government alonc
to,solve our problems. and lto sovernment should think
lhat it can alone solve out problems.

'lhere shoulcl bc a,combination of pcople's poiver
and state power as Jayaprakash used to point out. ancl
powct tll thc peoplc shtlr.rld ltavc cott.stutrI colltrol ()vcl

fower o[ thc gclvcrntncnt at all levcls.

All-lrtliu Cortlercru'e, 'luiprrr' l8'19 Oct ' 198(t
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Hydrophobia, as everyone knows is a condition where
one starts barking and growling at the sight of water.
The situation may become intolerable enough to end
in death. I do not know whether Xenophbbia is a
related disease, but of late I have found myself
suppressing a desire to growl at and bite any foreigner
who happens to pass by me. The dictionary explains
curtly that "Xenos" means stranger, and fear of th,"
creature leads to a "morbid dislike". It does not
mention any symptoms of the disease.

. It does not explain why I should find it intenGly
irritating, for instance, to have floating across nly
yisjon., every time I go into a restaurant, a greasy..
haired youth with a vacant stare and baggy pyjamas
who looks as though he has recently escaped frbm a
harem, sitting with another young thing who looks as
though shd has had to spend her time as a prisoner
of a Tibetan monastery where they supplied the clothcs
but nothing much to eat. Naturally, these experiences
have left them bereft of table manners and money, so
that they eat like savages, stare contemptuously at
those who have not got over their bourgeois concli-
tioning in such matters, and then fight over the bill
at the end.

"We love India. We came to India because rve love
Indian culture," they say, as though they had inanag-
ed to capture a specifically Indian type of virus thaL
they have preserved in a vial of formaldehyde labelled
"Culture Indica-to be taken in small doses only".
For the thing is that though they love Indian culture
they can't stand India itself, and Indians even less. .\
Dutch boy who looked as though he had just wander-
ed in from the Neanderthal age, and had been growl-
ing all the while, confessed as much when he said
that the sight of so many Indians who all came up to
the height of his knees, terrified him. He used to sit
on top of a double-decker bus murmuring "Drty
brown rats, dirty brown rats", but nobody minded
because he was speaking in Dutch.

"India is the only place where we can still go,"'
they explain, as though on the way to some distant
state of being. "Europe is finished, dead, America is
too materialistic. Afriba, well, there is not much hope
for mankind in Africa. Where else is there that we
can go?'l Their India is a mixture of Herman Hesse
and Kipling where Rishi types drip wisdom as bounti-
fully as the snows on the Himalayas, the food and
clothes are cheap, footwear unnecessary and the
peasants are waiting to be saved.

Of course, India is also a place where one can get
robbed, beaten up or stranded in the wilderness, with
surprise attacks of cholera, malaria or jaundice, but
that just adds charm to the experience for those who
have come from a world where everything is so pre-
planned and pre-packagecl that dysentery here becomes
a nretaphysical experience. India'is the only place
rvhcre the thrills are stilI genuine.

lnclians have also expcrienccd a transformation.
llack in the sixties, it was impossible to go through
;r u,cdcling ccrcmonl/ or a natrle-giving or hottse-warm-
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ing, or even a run-of-the-mill festival, without drag-
ging out the nearest available foreigner bundled info
a saree or dhoti, looking even more ridiculous rvith a

"tikka", to match the event.

. Foreigners felt that they could get d less expensive
holiday if they were nice to the nalives, while Indians,
starved for consumer goods, felt hallowed if they
could get used chewing gum wrappers, old razor
blades, or whiffs of Camay soap anrl 

-Clairol 
shampoo

from the bathrooms. It was a lean time -for

Indian consumers, and the Peace Corps era was creat-
ed specially to educate them in thq joys and variety
of Western consumer goods. I still remernber one
American girl who came bearing plastic beads for her
Indian guests!

All that has changed, of course. When we visited a
family with a German son-in-law we were given a lesson
in ecology-consious living. While everyone else was
well into the old whisky-soda or fuzy drinks routine,
the son-in-law made a dramatic entranbe, clutching a
partially opened coconut that he had carried half way
across the town for lack of a nearby source, and
proceeded to drink it. He preferred fingering a sitar
to talking, and sat down for dinner Indian style on
the floor which he claimed was better for the diges-
tion, while we less enlightened Indians scraped away
Western style at the table.

For such reasons, perhaps, foreigners now avoid
noticing Indians in India, and IndianE themselves feel
slighted that nobody asks tlem to explain Sanskrit
slokas in trains, or ho# to smoke a beedi. In both
departments the forelgners now have better training.It is when the female of the species sits without a
bra and indicates that she really does not care that
the kindly Indian next to her iS staring down her
blouse, that the sense of outrage sets in. It does
something to him, it turns him into a dirry brown rat
who would do anything to have a tiny nibbte at the
goodieS that he sees spread out before him. When he
finally tries, she turns and flings the worst insult at
him, "You dirty-minded fndian rat."

The other variety of foreigner that is now to be
seen iri India is the newly minted Islamic rebel pour-
ing in from the Middle East. He prefers to study in
India or take refuge here while things are being sorted
out back home. In any case, the West is full of cor-
rupting influences, so inimical to his delicate sensi-
bilities, and much too expe,nsive. These foreigners
appear to come mostly in all-male, varieties with
quantities of hair growing on their arms and chests
and both in and out of their heads, who walk about
in -eangs ogling the infidel women.

AII Indians are poor in their estirnation, and so
must bend to pick up the coins that they throw at
them. In fairness it must be noted that Indians are
experts in the art of grovelling. At the private temple
of the Maharaja in the Amber palace, Jaipur, for
instance, not only did the priests put on a special
"aarthi" for the sake of the Asahi Pentaxes and the
Super Roleiflexes, but each tourist stood and waited
outside the ternplt' while two Indians -qratefrrllv rolled
rup their socks orr cither foot and tied thc laccs ol'
their shoes for thenr.

ciFF'I',\. D(lcT()lL
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VOICES 2

Foreign Fund Flows
Perhaps the government has a point in not revealing
all it knows about the flow of foreign money from
abroad, other than the remittances of Indians living
abroad. There is 15s risk of offending other countries.
which may not be advisable because of foreign policy
compulsions.

Unfortunately, the evils of foreign money are talk-
ed of only when things go wrong for the country or
for the ruling party. It was after the 1967 generd.
elections that the gravity of the danger was realised.
The debacle of the Congress Party, the first of its
type since independence, led it to embark on a search
for its causes. The Intelligence Bureau undertook a
vride-ranging enquiry. Its findings were not disclosed,
but the general issues thrown up by them, and shared
by the Government with the public, showed that
suspicions on the question were not baseless.

The then Home Minister, Mr. Y. B. Chavan, rightly
pleaded in Parliament that the issues figuring in the
prolonged debate on the flow of foreign money in the
country were vital. He claimed tha! it would not be
appropriate to discuss these from the view-point of
apportioning blame among the political parties.

According to the latest report of the Home
Ministry, Rs. 297 crores of foreign contributious was
received in 1978 by some 4,700 associations. The
money came through banking channels, but once it
fcund its way into the country, the government could
not keep track of it. It is suspected that huge tunds
were also funnelled through clandestine conduits.

Tke 1976 law on foreign funds creates an illusion
of regulating the inflow. The mephanism devised by it
ill-serves the purpose for which it was meant. The gov-
ernment, for instance, is empowered to verify whether
non-political organisations have observed the rules of
the game and utilised the money according to the
declarations made by them. No inspection worth
the name is carried out. Random enquiries are made,
which are not followed up. Recepient organisations
dutifully file their statements supported by reports of
chartered accountants, delightfully vague on substan-
tive points, with large sums indicated as expenditure
on cloudy items.

The existing law does not cover a number of sources
of foreign money. The countries of the European
socialist bloc enter into trade agleements with our
state trading agencies through middlemen who arc
given fabulous commissions. A large part of these
flows through clandestine conduits. Cases of this
nature have come to light in the course of investiga-
tions concerning a few Soviet trade deals with state
trading agencies in Punjab and Haryana.

Besidcs, there are manufacturing concerns run in

"ui "ouniiy 
by pro-Moscow elemen"ts in collaboratioh

with some-staies of Eastern Europe. It is doubtful if
strict lr'rtch i:; licpt ovcr thcir' finances and ltep:
taken to sec thai forcign noney does not fund
political activites. Nobody knows how much money
il,rrvs irr thc c:orrrtfrt, lhrriush tlrc statc deals of our



Cornmunist-governed states with East European
sccialist countries. The relations of the political paities
that govern these states with the Soviei Union is weil
known. There is need to keep strict watch over them.

Another channel of foreign money over which the
Government keeps no control is the publication work
entrusted by foreign governments to Indian presscs. It
is widely suspected that through such deals !n Nerv
Delhi, huge amounts of money fund political
organisations.

Another source of foreign money is the public
functions that Embassies in Delhi hold. Lavish
expenditure is made on them through members of
political parties.

There is need to burb the flow of foreign money in
India by devising proper leqislative procedures. The
plesent larv requires dei,ailed amendments.

J. G. TIWARI

VOICES 3

The Butt Of Ridicule
I recently saw an appalling film made by the Films
Division, India. The subject was Evacuation - a basic
human need, and essential for survival. The fact thai
millions of Indian citizens do not have a clean and
private place to evacuate is, to use a cliche, shocking.

The film's subject, therefore, had tremendous pot-
ential, which it rather prediclably failed to tap. Inspite
of a number of avenues open to the director through
which he could have attacked problems in this area,
he failed to select even one. As a result, the film dis-
jointedly meanders through comedy to farce, and
finally even to idiocy, evoking only sniggers instead
of sympathy from viewers.

This otherwise serious theme was treated flippantly,
and the uncomfortable evacuator, deprived of privacy,
was rudely made the butt of one hell of a funny joke.
Frequent shots of people urinating or excreting along
the railway lines, amongst the rocits on trhe Bombay
sealine, against walls and footpaths, were interrupted
by a silly "story". This story, which surfaced sporadic-
ally, could not make up its mind whether it wanted to
be a cartoon or not. It showed a well-dressed middle-
class office-goer with an uncontrollable urge to urinate.
Unable to find a urinal, the poor fellow was then
svstematically chased all over Bombay, from Church-
gate to Bandra Band Stand by amused policemen,
street-sweepers and even lovers on the beach !

Towards the end of the film the director suddenlv
woke up to his responsibilities and sleepily interview-
ed a sweeper here, a slum-dweller there, a couple of
college students, and some working people. That was
the "serious" aspect of the film. It failed miserably in
every way. Sensitively done, it could have been a

powerful analysis of the poor state or non-existence of
sanitary facilities all over the country. It could have
dealt with this fundamental problem in positive terms.
Instead. it chose to ridicule the subiect. and becamc
what rt portrayerl : l stinkins rrress. lt is beinr: scrcr.lr-
cC in all our cincura houses.

SANDHY,A IIORDEWT]KAII
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THE WORLD OF BOOKS

INDIA: A POLITICAL ECONOMY OF STAGNA-
T'ION by P. S. Jha Oxfo,rd Udversity Press. 1980

Pp. 3Il. Rs.701-

The book is divided into three parts. Part one con-
rains three chapters which are meant to provide basic
information for the main thesis of the book. The sec-
tion contains a chapter each on agriculture and infla-
tion. Part II is the substantive portion of the book.
It is divided into five chapters. Of these the first three
constitute the core of .[ha's thesis. These deal with
the cause of economic decline, the class origins of
economic laws and the rise of the intermediate class.
The third part of the book presents an alternative
approach to the problem of economic development.

We take the core part first and later comment
on the first and third parts. The author begins with
the assertion that the task of economic development
is essentially political. The claim is well taken. As e
matter of fact one could generalise it a step further
and say that the task is essentially of social trans-
lormation.

The highlight of the book is an idea of Kaleckr, that
it is the intermediate classes largely consisting ot
market-oriented peasant proprietors, small-medium
manufacturers, traders and other self-employed groups
which control the economy. The author tries to sub-
stantiate this idea in the context of India with some
empirical findings. He dwells on the theme in detail,
indicating how the use of political power and bureau-
cracy has come handy to these groups, how they have
managed to keep the needier sections of socrety at
bay, and precluded the benefits of growth from lilter-
ing downwards.

The intermediate class has during the last three
decades taken over the entire economy and has been

manoeuvring it in the fashion which serves its own
interest. ?uisuance and perpetuation of this "self-
interest" has gone much beyond the normal interpre-
tation of the term in liberal economics. The group not

onlv seeks to maximize its own gains ruthlessly but
also actively uses the public sector for all sorts of
gains. The author makes the assertion that^powers with
ilhict ttre government had equipped itself to regulatc
the econoriy have been systematically usurped by
this class.

The functioning of most of the industrial regulatiol
and development legislation, rules, licences, etc., has

been turned against its avowed objectives. These instru-
rnents have n-t-,w becbme necessary to these interest-
sroup:i lor hijecking the svstem in their own favortr

So complctc antl over-riding has been. this turning of
tables tirat rvith the help of political leverage thesc
!lr()ur)s indulrrc in machinations which further serve

ih.ir' intetett. n-eeclless to say there is sonte truth in
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the thesis. It is lecognized by any one who has not
heen a party to the game.

The author sees the stagnation of the economy during
1966.-78 as a product of ihe manipulation by the inter-
mediate class. Unlike some othei analvsts he is not
content 1o attribute it to exogenous 

- 
variables like

draughts, wars and other national exieencies. Jha sees
stagxation as engineered by this clas-s with the help
of .the underground economy, black money, and jinxed
political alignments.

As regards part one of the book, it should be noted
that the- introductory chapter dealing with agriculture
is terribly "daJed". It makes rather Jarring r6ading in
1980. It is understandable that authois reuie their [ast
writings to carry forward their ideas. But these rieed
to be edited effectively so as to match more recent
writings. From this point of view, the chapter does
not make useful reading.

It is in the third part of the book that one finds the
althgr completely at sea. He is seen caught in the
whirlpool of the socio-politico-economic mii, denigrar-
mg- a decision here and a policy there, while holding
aloft some hopeful trail blazer-or other.

It is not due to ineptness on the part of the author.
It reflects the state of the social s6iences in general.
That is why so many economists, sociologists, political
scientists and the Jike, who seem impeccabl-e while
making their diagnosis of social ills, all-knowing as
they demolish the works of their peers, become so
pitiably vulnerable in their own alternative models.

On the one hand, this failure tells us something
about the complexity and vastness of modern societies;
on the other, it indicates the insufficiency of the para.
digms, the models and theories which are the mainstay
of professionals. Both these factors are at work wheh
one comes across non-viable alternatives.

lt need not be laboured that suggesting alternatives
is an act of crcation, a process of fusion and synthesis.
It requires an integration not only of various methods,
but also of different values, and of these values with
methods. It requires a commitment, a perspective, a
goal and an ideolo-ey. Without this ideological frame-
n'ork one may draw new lines but one cannot breathe
life into them.

It is for want of such a perspective that the third
part of the book ends up becoming a chimerical mess
of well meaning thoughts, rambling, incoherent and
incongruent. Since the core of the book plays on thc
hypothesis of Kalecki one would have liked part three
to be a follow-up of the argument as seen in the Indian
context. In the absence of that, the allegiance to
Kalecki in part two seems to be perfunctory and a mere
i'onvenir,:nce Rejcction of evcn the hasic Marrian
rrolion rrf clrss. its rcpudiation as an obfuscating device,
while at the samc time vigorously supporting what is
on[,,' an elahorntion of it by Kalecki reminds one ot'
the games academics play.

ll



On the whole, one may agree with the general depic-
tion of the state of our.political economy as portrayed
by the author, and even take cognizance of his rather
spirited assertions against liberal economists or the
classical Marxian position. It does not justify the
occasional swash-buckling journalism the book some-
times indulges in. Nevertheless, it succeeds in capturing
the mood with which some professional social thinkers
are entering the eighties.

BRAHM PRAKASH

THE LIFE AND DEATH OF YUKIO MISHIMA:
bytHenry Scott Stokes. Piper Books. Pp.255. Rs. /3.

Yukio Mishima is the Japanese writer famous for his
104 books, but also for his sensational life ending in
suicide by hara-kiri. The author, who is an Englislr
journalist, examines Mishima's life to get to the core
of the aesthetic that would explain its strangeness and
death.

The author portrays Mishima's- grandmother, the
dominating Natsuko, who brought up Mishima con-
fined to the cloister of her sickness, old age and
oppressive love. In her dark rooms he grew up with
powerful, bizarre images. A nighrsoil man walking
towards him became "the feeling of tragedy in the most
sensuous meaning of the word"; dying and murdered
princes from fairy tales were fascinating; blood gave
him a sexual thrill; the smell of soldier's sweat made
him crave for their destiny; and especially, the naked
picture of St. Sebastian aroused his first orgasm. In
this period was created, what he was later to call, his
"heart's leaning towards Death and Night and Blood"

From then on, Mishima's life moved between one
contradiction and another.

During the war, Mishima was associated with the
Japanese Romantic movement led by a group of lite-
rary nationalists. They believed that death and destruc-
tion were the ultimate values in life. Hasuda, their
leader, said, "I believe one should die young in this
age. To die young, I am sure, is the culture of my
country." Nevertheless, when Mishima was finally
drafted, he misguided the doctor and escaped military
service on health grounds. In his last years, probably
as a compensation or another chance for fame, he
organised his own private army called the Tatenokai.
It rvas ridiculous, and soon regarded as one of
Mishima's eccentricities.

By this time, Mishima had beOome a well-established
writer. No longer withdrawn, though homosexual, he
was happily married.

Mishima organized an exhibition of his life a week
before he died, dividing his forty-five years into Four
Rivers: Writing, Theatre, Body and Action. Stokes
uses the same divisions to assess his work, discuss his
narcissisnr attcl allilctic ctrdcai,rut, and frnally cxaniiitc
his ideolosv.

Stokes finds Mishima a muddled imperialist, assert-
inq the pre-war Emperor System as the only one for

tl

the nation, but not knowing how to negate twentieth-
centurv modernization.

Hara-kiri, the act of slitting one's belly so that
sincerity, which resides in one's entrails, becomes visi-
ble and evident, is the traditional Japanese method of
suicide. As a mode of death, it was thought defunct
until Mishima fiercely asserted its validity. This kind
of revitalization was at the heart of Mishima's action.

In an incredible coup d'etat, Mishima and the
Tatenokai leader, Morita, took General Mashita hos-
tage at a military base and ordered him to summon
the armed forces so that Mishima could give them a
speech. Following a struggle and many blunders, the
army did hear him. He ended with these words: "Let
us restore Nippon to its true state and let us die. will
you value only life and let the spirit die?"

Immediately after this, Mishima and Morita pledged
allegiance to the Emperor and committed hara-kiri.

Stokes believes the two were having a homosexual
relationship, and this deed was a shiniu, a lovers'
suicide, reinforced by Mishima's other beliefs.

To evoke a complete and credible picture in the
case of someone as confused and enigmatic as Mishima
is Stokes' achievement. At the same time, he is repeti-
tive, and that gets tedious. One is aware of the limita-
tions of the biographical mode, how it can convey the
complexity but lacks the precision and resonance of a
fictional character.

RASHIDA GHADIALI

Achievement has
its own rewards.
Official recognirion of Bombay Dyeing's dynamic
achievement has come in the shape of numerous awardg:
. The Government of Maharashtra's Award for

Outstanding Export Performance in 1974-75.
. The Cotton Textiles Export Promotion Council's

Award tor Outstanding Export Performance in 1975.76,
. The Government of Maharashtra's Award lor Best

Export Performance in 1976-77.
o The Cotton Textiles Export Promotion Council's

Spccial Silver Jubilee Award tor Oulstanding Exporl
Perforrrrance over lho last 25 years,
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THE ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF ISLAM
by Asghar Ali Engineer; Orient Longman Ltd., pp.

223. Rs. 651-.

GANDHI AND NEHRU by B. R. Nanda, P. C. Joshi
and Raj Krishna; Oxlord University Press (1979) Pp.

67. Rs. 141-.

We begin by noting two facts about this book. The
first is the accuracy of the title. The subject is just
that-the conditions and circumstances in which Islam
came into being and the conditions, circumstances and
lnen who shaped its development. Note again that thc
word Islam relates to the religion. It does not include
the culture, art, architecture, literature, traditions or
mores which can so easily lead one away from the
direct line of religion.

Fact number two is that the dedication on the title
page is a true and honest reflection of the authcr's
attitude to his subject. "To the memory of my father,
who always encouraged me in my search for the truih,
however unpalatable it might be."

The ability to face unpalatable truths. let alone
search for them, is a trait which has not been conspicu'
ous among Muslim stuclents of Islam. And, in fact, the
same lack of dogma which saves Mr. Engineer from
taking a defensive attitude about Islam, also saves him
from falling into the pit of orthodox Marxism. His
analyses and interpretations are not forced into any
preconceived mould. What he himself recently wrote
in a review of Maxime Rodinson's book Manism and
the Muslim lYorkl could well apply to his own work.
"His analytical framework is Marxisl, but. . . not
mechanical or dogmatic . . . he demolishes Marxist
nryths as vehemently as some traditional Muslim
myths."

Mr. Engineer is obviously a scholar and historian.
'fo me, his great merit is that he does not speak merely
to his fellow-scholars. For a layman (laywoman) like
myself, who has been struggllng lq digeq_t some of the
standard beliefs about us Muslims, Mr. Engineer's
book is full of brilliant insights.

"In tribal society before the emergence of Islam"
says the author, "tribes and not individuals were held
reioonsible for acts of omission or commission . ..
Thb Koran clearly says, 'No soul shall bear another's
burden... if a laden soul cries out for help, not cven
a near relation shall share its burden'. Thus it is clear
that in Mecca when Muhammad started preaching his
new faith, individuals, as opposed to collectivism' had
emerged,. ."

We are able to visualize the Meccan society of
traders and merchants, the haves and have-nots, the
assumptions which governed property; and an under-
standine of this background clarifies, for us, an idea
of the spirit and intention behind many Koranic in-
iunctions. The close relationship of the Koran to the
iife and oractice of the merchants of Mecca, so lucidly
exnlained bv Mr. Engineer, brings many hitherto trn-

exolained mvsteries into the world of intelligent com-

ron-t"nt". And if we begin to undqrstand that the

Koran owed sometfiing to the Prophet Mohamntad's

-sub-cronsciorr" as rvcll as to more Omnipotent sources

-well, this can only enhance our admiration ancl rcs-

pect for the ProPhet.

I-AEEQ FUTFHAI I Y
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Tomes have been written on Gandhi and Nehru as
well as on the relations between them. Compared t<r

those, this is a small book consisting of simplified
versions of talks delivered at a symposium held by
the Nehru Memorial Museum and Library, New Delhi.
The three writers are the historian Mr. B. R. Nanda.
Professor P. C. Joshi of the University of Delhi, and
Dr. Raj Krishna, the eminent economist who was for
some time a member of the Planning Commission.
Coming from such authors, the book has a distinction
of its own.

The relationship between Gandhi and Nehru has
puzzled many. Mr. Nanda has called it "a uorking
partnership" which continued for about three decades.
I{e has also stressed the tliffcrences between the two.
[Ie writes: "The young elegrnt nran from Allahzrbad
seemed to have little in common with the strange
charismatic figure which burst upon the Indian politi-
cal stage in !919 with an almost elemental force. The
primary school in Porbunder, where Gandhi wrote
the alphabet in dust with his fingers, or the Bhav-
nagar college where he painfully struggled with lectures
in English, belonged to an altogether different world
from that of European governesses and residential
tutors in Allahabad, Harrow, Cambridge and the Inns
of Court in England in which the young Nehru grew
up."

The partnership was not, however, without serious
tiifferences. Gandhi and Nehru differed "in 1922 on
the aftermath of the Chauri Chaura tragedy, in 1931

on the Gandhi-Irwin Pact, in 1932 on the fast against
separate electorates for untouchables." They also
differed in 1942 over the Quit India movement and
over the partition of the country. In spite of these dif-
ferences it continued because, as stated by Mr. Nanda,
"they needed each other."

The other two contributors have generally followed
the same line. They have pointed out the broad simi-
larities in the views of the two leaders inspite of dif-
ferences in their approaches to various problems. Dr.
Raj Krishna has stated that on economic issues there
was no polarity between the two leaders: "In most
instances the two leaders were, in effect, arguing about
proportions and not choosing extremes."

Dr. Krishna has taken note, though, of some basic
differences in the thinking of the two leaders. He has
pointed out some failures of planning, but he does

not attribute them to "the thought-systems of Gandhi
and Nehru." He attributes them to the failure to
rlrsiulil,u ilic irr.r...": irr .t.rSCi't thcmsclvcs' This is ll i'cr)'

iillporttnt l.'oirrt, btrt i{ rlc'cd ttol lrc discussed here'

V. B. KARNIK
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THE EDUCATIONAL MESS

An Experience and
A Point of View

1: College Admissions
If there is ono thing that cuts you to size. it is the
process of admitting your non-SSC, but I.C.S.E.-
passed child into a Junior College in Maharashtra
State. Several mothers, myself included, are still reel-
ing under its shocks and strains. Not only is it a breath-
less race against time, it is also a severe test of patience.

Ever since the country adopted the 10 +2*3 fcrmat
for education, the days of srnooth sailing in college
admissions are over. I do not know what happens
in other States, but in Maharashtra a curious situation
arises. Most schools have the option of reaching the
l0th. standard level either through S.S.C. (Secondary
School Certificate, issued by The Maharashtra State
Board of Secondary and Higher Secondary Education,
Pune), or through I.C.S.E. (lndian Certificate of Schools
Examination, issued by The Indian Certificate of
Schools Examination Board, New Delhi). Both the
S.S.C. and the I.C.S.E. examinations, though testing
students for the same lOth standard, do so in drllerent
wavs. They have different curriculums, hold their
eximinationi at different times in the year, and con'
sequently, post their results at different times'

Genealogically, the S.S.C. and its continuation
tlrrough *2 and + 3 stages derives from the old Matri-
culation system. The I.C.S.E. and is continuation
through *2 and + 3 stages derives fron the old Senior
Cambridge system. In a bid to blend the two systems
into a uniform format, the Maharashtra State has

sought to upgrade the Matriculation system, while re-
taining its vernacular compulsions, and to dolngade
the Senior Cambridge system to shed its Anglicised
and elitist overtones.

Very logical and desirable. After the *2 stage,

the medically inclined would join Medical Colleges,
the engineering inclined would join the I.I.T.'s or
Engineering Colleges, the technically inclined would
join the Polytechnics, the commercially inclined nould
join the Humanities in the Colleges, and so on.

Difficulties begin to arise when students leaving a
School which has followed the I.C.S,E. system to the
lOth standard seek admission to junior Colleges for
the *2 stage. All Colleges in Maharashtra State

adopt the State-conceived H.S.C. system, discounte-
naniing the I.C.S.E.+onceived I.S.C. system for the
*2 stage.

The differences between the two Boards engenders
a series of bureaucratic flurries. Since the validity of
the I.C.S.E. is by no means accepted, students having
passed the LC.S.E. are required to obtain

a) an Eligibility Certificate from the Maharashtra
Stat" Bo;ir.l of II.S.C. fi-;r cntraltci: into a Juttioi
Collegc: and

b) a Migration Certificatc from the I'C.S.E' Board,
Ncn' Dclhi.
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To obtain an Eligibility Certificate, several docu-
ments attested by the Principal and the staff of the
LC.S.E. Schools are required, such as: a copy of the
mark sheets, a School-leaving certificate, a character
certificate from the Principal, and such others. At this
point, Time works against the struggling parent. The
schools are closed for the summer vacation, school-
leaving certificates are not ready, character certificates
cannot be issued by persons other than the teachers
in charge of students, and the teachers are away tak-
ing a much-needed vacation. Secondly, Migraticn Cer-
tificates from Delhi keep us in unending suspense
abou,t their arrival.

The Eligibility-seeking parent starts her orcleal be-
fore the announcement of the LC.S,E. result, u'hich,
again, appears mysteriously one day at the School via
the post. Parents are not to be pampered by a short
news item announcing the date of the LC.S.E. result!
The message gets around like wild fire when a careless
parent, who happens to be passing the School in the
course of her shopping, incidentally notices the I.C.S.E.
results displayed on the school notice-board.

The Eligibility-seeking parent drops everything on
hearing this, races to the School, discovers her off-
spring's result, doesn't even wait to exult, salvages
what she can of mark-sheets, character certificates, etc.
and stands 75;th. in the queue at the Bombay Regional
Office of the H.S.C. Board (Pune). This office is
situated in suburban Matunga in the Ruparel College
campus.

As all the rooms are occupied by presiding officers,
ledgers and books, the queue spills over along the
narrow spiral staircase from second floor to ground
ffoor and beyond. Amid much sweat and tears (though
fortunately, irot blood) the 3-abreast queue inches for'
ward until, suddenly, the parent is face to face with
the Verifying Officdr who checks your credentials.
This is oily the beginning. You scamper next to get

your 80th. place in the second queue in order to pay
a fee of Rs. 20/- for obtaining Eligibility.

As you come up to the table, an elderly lady jostles
you and demands from the Officer at the table an
application form for Eligibility, which is also handed
crut at the same table by the same Officer, who uses
the same receipt book to accept Rs li- for handing
out the Eligibility form! The parent exeroises the
utmost self-control and refrains from protesting, lest
she start an argument and lose her place in the queue.

Finally, the parent is shepherded into the Middle
Room where, at last, the Eligibility application is
accepted after re-verification with the original docu-
ments, and summarily told to come a week later to
collect her Temporary Eligibility Certificate. Why
Temporary, the parent is about to ask, but the_Eres-
tion dies on her fips. She has overheard an irate Officer
telling a like-mindid parent that everything takes time,
and -that the Final 

'Eligibility Certificate will take
maybe another three months.

The pa,rent then switches roles and .becomes the
Junior College Adntission seeker. She discovers some
shattering facts. S<rme Colleges have closed down
thcir Juriior Collegc scction altogethcr; some Colleggs
are not rssuing Application forms until the State S.S.C.

results at" .rut. st-uttc Ct-rllcgcs itavc stoppc'tl tcaching

FREEDOM FIRST



Basic French; some Colleges have already closed ad-
mission applications but throwing out candidates who
were taugit lvlodern Maths; some Colleges are re-
directing suburban candidates to suburban Colleges.
And so on.

The Admision-seeking parent unearths acquaint-
ances, new and old, nodding and otherwise, and begs
them to intercede on behalf of her offspring. Finally,
she hands in the application with trembling hands, and
lives on hope.. . .

INDU SARAIYA

2: A Question o,f Aims
To the question: What's wrong with higher education
in India today? the answer is: everything or almost
werything. It has called for futile public debate and
endless criticism on the technicalities of the system.
The policy of "planned drift" has enabled the indian
Universities to mass produce illiterate graduates in
every faculty.. Thg imbalance and artificiality on the
Indian educational scene is due to the neglect of our
real needs and situation.

Young people come to the University either because
they have nothing better to do or because a Univer-
sity degree is the only way to secure a job. This makes
Indian education at once irrelevant and job-oriented,
especially now when there are not enough jobs cven
after securing a University degree. Many of our younrq
men and women disappear abroad forgetting that
education is a growth from the soil and has to bc
rooted in a national culture.

The purpose of our Universities is at present obscure,
and teaching has an uncertain aim. Instead of being
an experiment in the life of values, encouraging in-
quiry and living thought, the Universities have be-
conre graduate-producing factories. Adding to the
confusion is the language problem with sharp polariza-
tion at the College level, thanks to the distinction
between the English medium and non-English medium
schools.

If the students have proved a disappointment (which
is not entirely their fault) the teachers are no betler.
Too often, young men and women become teachers by
default because they cannot think of anything else
to do. A teacher walks into a College without any
training and with virtually no knowle.dge of what
he/she is required to do. Teachers do not form a com-
munity with an intellectual tradition of their own.
They forget that they are the architects of a new gene-
ration and could help create a little order, and some
apprehension of a man's purpose in the jungle of
humanity.

The balance on the educational scene can still be
restored if there is a disinterested desire to help the
young and a commitment to culture, Quality control,
balanced planning and a clean administration may
'hring trs orrf of the qtraamire. Given the necessarv
stimulant of faith and motivation for excellence the
lndian student will respond. The impetus should conrc
from the teachers who should be at the centre and
not at the periphery of educatton.

DECEMBER I98O

The effort to induct talented Indians abroad into
the Indian development process has hardly- .r",G;
any response from the 

- 
Indian bureaucraci. It has

ended in frustration and mutual recriminaiions. Ii
rnight not.be .wrong !o s.ay that Indiab expatriate
sons and daughters, who have contributed niuch to
the advancement of knowledge, 

_ 
would be only too

willing to do. something for Jhejr motherland, "given
the. opportunity to. "inrer-act" with the counirf off
and on. The emotional urge is there. It would'be a
homecoming in more ways than one. It would make
them feel wanted in the land of their birth.

To be at par with the rest of the world, we need
more faith in ourselves. At the risk of being called
simplistic, I maintain that the return of faiti couid
be the link between higher education and the com_
munity. The aspiring mind should resume the exercise
of man's historic soul, renovate its muscle, pump more
blood into it and so restore its strength.

Learning a professional skill and holding a job are
not the aims of education. Rather, it is 

-a 
sense of

life and a quest for meaning. If the Indian educa-
tional hypothesis is based on a unified attitude to-
wards the abiding, the first step towards the renewal
of our culture will be taken. We await the prophet
of an integral Indian education who will l'ead us
from darkness to light.

ANITA GUPTA
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