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DEATH OF A DICTATOR

The truth about Brezhnev is that
he continued the tradition of Stali-
nist dictatorship, in changed cir-
cumstances. He did not, for in-
stance, kill 20 million Russians;
there was no need to do so. But
he killed, imprisoned and tortured
citizens of the Soviet Union who
were opposed to his policy, and he
did it for the sake of “peace and
communism”.

The truth about Brezhnev is that
he was a true believer in communist
imperialism. So he continued the
Soviet oppression of Eastern
Europe. When a movement arose
to redeem communism, at least
partially, from its normal mode of
rule by terror, he crushed it mer-
cilessly. The movement was pathe-
tically in favour of “communism
with a human face”.

The truth about Brezhnev is that
he sold the policy of detente to the
West and used it to build up the
armed might of the Soviet Union.
Detente had no other motive.

The truth about Brezhnev is that
he ordered the invasion of Afghani-
stan and kept the Soviet Union’s
cruel grip on it without one word
of remorse or good-will. He did
not order the invasion of Poland
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because the pro-Soviet regime there
did not need his help in putting
down the rebellion of the Polish
people against communist tyranny.

The truth about Brezhnev is that
he was a friend of India, as he was
a friend of Poland, adusting his
friendships in the specific terms
most appropriate to the general
Soviet policy of expandng commu-
nist influence.

In Poland, those terms re-
quired the threat of a take-over.
In India, they required political
suppert and economic co-opera-
tion/

Indira Gandhi has said that
Brezhnev’s life was “one of un-
usual dedication, tenacity and
achievement.” So was Stalin’s. So
was Hitler’'s. Millions suffered be-
cause of such dedication, tenacity
and achievement.

Indira has also said that Brezh-
nev ‘“directed the strength and
creative spirit of the Soviet people
towards peace and the task of en-
suring a world where nations could
live in amity.” Strength, creative
spirit, peace, amity, these four
words are desecrated by Indira
when she associats them with

Brezhnev, who destroyed groups of
Russian citizens attempting to
soften the rigours of Soviet rule.

The truth about Brezhnev is that
he imprisoned or exiled his fellow
citizens who tried to assess his
compliance with the Helsinki agree-
ments on human rights. He did the
same to RusSian activists who op-
posed the long-standing Soviet
practice of sending dissidents to
mental hospitals and compelling
psychiatrists to declare them in-
sane.

Newspapers and journals in
India, fighting against the creation
and imposition of a code of con-
duct for journalists, should not
praise Brezhnev who maintained
and strengthened the Soviet policy
of treating all its journalists as
propagandists of the Government.

Of what use to praise him for
building up the military power of
the Soviet Union when we know
that the build-up was accompanied
by keeping the Russians slaves of
their system?

Of what use to describe as one
of his “achievements” the signing
of the Helsinki accord when he did
not respect its provisions in the
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