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RESCUE, NOT INVASION
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ON OCTOBER 19, the Prime Minister of India and
several Cabinet Ministers were assassinated in New
Delhi by a group of “Marxist-Leninist” terrorists
armed by Communists from Soviet-occupied Afgha-
nistan. They made a coup on the ground that th=
Government of India was not “Leftist” enough and
seized power by force. The President of the Republic
was imprisoned in Rashtrapati Bhavan and prevented
from making outside contact.

On October 21, the governments of neighbouring
countries met in Singapore to consider what could be
done. Among those represented were Sri Lanka,
Malaysia, Burma, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan and
Pakistan. While they were in session, they received
a message smuggled out from the President of India
asking for help, including military intervention.

On October 25, in response to the President’s
request, friendly forces entered India to liberate it
from the gang of thugs in possession of Delhi.

On October 27, resistance was overcome. A large
number of Afghan prisoners were taken and large
caches of Soviet arms were discovered.

On October 28, the President of India joined the
people of Delhi in welcoming foreign troops and
announced his intention of holding free -elections
within six months and establishing an interim govern-
ment meanwhile.

On November 3; the foreign forces began their
withdrawal from India, their mission accomplished.

As it happens, thank God, this did not happen in
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India, but this is precisely what happened in the dis-
tant island of Grenada in the Caribbean, not to be
confused with the better known city of Grenada in
Spain.

On October 19 1983, Prime Minister Maurice
Bishop, himself a “Marxist”, was murdered in cold
blood along with some of his Ministers by ‘“Marxists-
Leninists” within his own party who did not consider
him revolutionary enough. They made a coup and
terrorised the people of Grenada. The Governor-
General, Sir Paul Scoon, a nominee of the British
Queen, himself a coloured Grenadian, was imprisoned
in Government House and not allowed to contact the
Queen,

On October 21 and 22, when the heads of the
neighbouring Caribbean states were in an emergency
meeting of the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean
States to discuss measures to deal with the situation,
they received a telephone message from the Governor-
General of Grenada requesting military assistance to
restore order. Sir Paul Scoon’s letter, later published
in The Daily Telegraph of October 28, read as follows:

“Dear Prime Minister, You are aware that there is
a vacuum of authority in Grenada following the kill-
ing of the Prime Minister and the subsequent serious
violations of human rights and bloodshed. I am
therefore seriously concerned over the lack of internal
security in Grenada.

“Consequently I am requesting your help to assist
me in stabilising this grave and dangerous situation.
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