
Founder: M. R. MASANI 31st Year of Publication 
Editor : K. S. VENKATESWARAN 

DECFMBER 1983 Pnce Rs. 2 

370 

RESCUE, NOT INVASION 
MINOO MASANI 

ON OCTOBER 19, the Prime Minister of India and 
several Cabinet Ministers were assassinated in New 
Delhi by a group of "Marxist-Leninist" terrorists 
armed by Communists from Soviet-occupied Afgha­
nistan. They made a coup on the ground that the 
Government of India was not "Leftist" enough and 
seized power by force. The President of the Republic 
was imprisoned in Rashtrapati Bhavan and prevented 
from making outside contact. 

On October 21, the governments of neighbouring 
countries met in Singapore to consider what could be 
done. Among those represented were Sri Lanka, 
Malaysia, Burma, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan and 
Pakistan. While they were in session, they received 
a message smuggled out from the President of India 
asking for help, including military intervention. 

On October 25, in response to the President's 
request, friendly forces entered India to liberate it 
from the gang of thugs in possession of Delhi. 

On October 27, resistance was overcome. A large 
number of Afghan prisoners were taken and large 
caches of Soviet arms were discovered. 

On October 28, the President of India joined the 
people of Delhi in welcoming foreign troops and 
announced his intention of holding free elections 
within six months and establishing an interim govern­
ment meanwhile. 

On November 3, the foreign forces began their 
withdrawal from India, their mission accomplished. 

As it happens, thank God, this did not happen in 

India, but this is precisely what happened in the dis­
tant island of Grenada in the Caribbean, not to be 
confused with the better known city of Grenada in 
Spain. 

On October 19 1983, Prime Minister Maurice 
Bishop, himself a "Marxist", was murdered in colct 
blood along with some of his Ministers by "Marxists­
Leninists" within his own party who did not consider 
him revolutionary enough. They made a coup and 
terrorised the people of Grenada. The Governor­
General, Sir Paul Scoon, a nominee of the British 
Queen, himself a coloured Grenadian, was imprisoned 
in Government House and not allowed to contact the 
Queen. 

On October 21 and 22, when the heads of the 
neighbouring Caribbean states were in an emergency 
meeting of the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean 
States to discuss measures to deal with the situation, 
they received a telephone message from the Governor­
General of Grenada requesting military assistance to 
restore order. Sir Paul Scoon's letter, later published 
in The Daily Telegraph of October 28, read as follows: 

"Dear Prime Minister, You are aware that there is 
a vacuum of authority in Grenada following the kill­
ing of the Prime Minister and the subsequent serious 
violations of human rights and bloodshed. I am 
therefore seriously concerned over the lack of internal 
security in Grenada. 

"Consequently I am requesting your help to assist 
me in stabilising this grave and dangerous situation. 



It is my desire that a peace-keeping force should be
established in Grenada to facilitate a rapid return to
peace and tranquility and also a return to dcnrocratic
rule.

"In this connection I am also seeking assistauco
from the United States, from Jamaica and front the
Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States through its
current ghairperson, the Hon. Eugenia Chlrlcs,
through the Treaty establishing that organisation to
rvhich nry country rs a signatory".

In an interview with the BBC, the prime Ministcr
of Dominica, Miss Eugenia Charles, explained that
the initiative for the military intervention came from
the Caribbean countries, and not from the U.S., after
they became seriously concerned with the Cuban-
Soviet arms build-up in Grenada.

On October 25, in response to the Governor-Gene-
ral's request, troops from six Caribbean countries,
namely, Barbados, Jamaica, Dominica, Antigua, St.
Vincent and St. Louis, and the U.S.A. landed in Gre-
nada. 'fhe main resistance came from Cuban forces.
This was overcome within three days.

The people of Grenada welcomed the foreign
troops with open arms. Mr. W. Ellsworth Jones
reports from Grenada in The Tintes on October 30
that "the people were actually welcoming the inva-
ders. The welcome for them in Grenada is genuinc.
The U.S. army is enjoying a honeymoon here." Bri-
tish correspondents have quoted several citizens of

Grenada. Mr. Il. John, a building contractor, told
.Urc Tirnes'correspondent: "'fhe island has been like a
prison for fir'e 1'ears. Now we have a chance to gct
out r-rf the ness." '.[he Observcr correspondent reports
a Grenadian lnother as saying: "Thank Gawd! Thank
Gau'dl Gawd bless America."

Tlre foreign forces disco"ered, according tc Thc
Harsld Tribune, "a complete base with lveapons and
cornmunication equipment which makes it clear that
Cr-rban occupation of the island had been planned".
Tlte Sunday Times correspondent refers to the "im-
piessive arrav" of Soviet and Cuban arms storcd in
Grenada and quotes an American Colonel as saying:
"If we blew up all the arms on the island, we would
sink the place!"

On October 29, the Governor-General, by then
liberated from the Mer-xist-Leninist thugs, rvelcorned
the arrival of the foreign troops and said they had
come "just in time" to save the situation. Interviewed
by the BBC in Penorante, Sir Paul Scoon welcomed
the Caribbean and U.S. action and said: "I would like
them to remain here for as long as is necessary."
The Governor-General also announced that he would
require from six to twelve months to organise free
elections and that he would set up an interim gov-
ernment of technocrats within a few days to carry on
till then.

Finally, on November 3, the President of the U.S.A.
announced that the foreign troops, their mission
accomplished, were now beginning their withdrawal
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Iron.r the Island. So all's well, you will say, that ends

well.

But did the rest of the world see it that way? Alas,
no! There was, in many countries, a wave of hysteria,
based on ignorance. The U.N. General Assembly,
packed with Third World dictatorships which do not
allow free elections in their own countries, passed one
of its usual vapid resolutions deploring those develop-
ments and calling for early elections.

The Caribbean countries and the U.S.A. were accus-
cd in many quarters of violating international law. As
one who obtained his LL.B. degree from London
University in International Law, I say "Balderdash!"

There is an ancient legal maxim that is relevant,
"Inler ormes leges silent" (amidst a clash of arms,
the laws are silent). Is it seriously suggested that, if
a few armed thugs kill a country's Prime Minister and
imprison the Head of State, the rest of the world
should supinely sit and watch? Does a bandit like
Bacha-E-Saqqo become "Afghanistan" by driving
King Amanullah from Kabul for a few days? Was
Uganda not invaded in spite of President Idi Amin
being in power?

Grenada was not invaded. The people of Grenada
were liberated from a gang of terrorists and assassins

who were bolstered by Cuban forces and Soviet anns.
TIte DaiLy Telegraplt of Octob'sr 29, in the course of
an excellent editorial, observes: "Recognition is need-
ed among America's transatlantic allies that defence
against Soviet ex-oansionism is indivisible; that Bri-
tain's frontier and Germany's are as much on the
Rio Negro as they are on the Elbe; that a Cuban
foothold in Grenada threatens our security. We can-
not afford the luxury of neutrality in the Cuban-Ame-
rican conflict, because an unfavourable outcome would
outflank Europe and divert American resources frorn
European defence. One cannot in all logic be neu-
tral in the Caribbean Basin and committed to Euro-
pean defence."

The Caribbean-U.S. action was not only legitimate,
but a courageous act for which lovers of freedom
throughout the world should be thankful.

But what then about "world opinion"? Many years

ago Mr. James Burnham, an acute political thinker,
described "world opinion" as a synthetic product and

a "Bitch Goddess" who should be ignored. Mrs.
Thatcher in the Falklands and President Rcasan irr
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Grenada quite rightly ignored world opinion and both
won their fight.

An effort has been made in this country to play
up the difference of opinion between the U.K. and
the U.S.A. It is natural that, just as the U.S.A. did
not find it possible to "approve" of the British re-
occupation of the Falklands, British chose not to
"approve" of the U.S-Caribbean action in Grenada.
So what? Since when have tht U.S.A. and the U.K.
surrendered their right to act unless they get the
other's approval first?

The British Government, which had at first some
doubts about the subject, saw light at last on Octo-
ber 27. According to The Guardian of October 28,
"The British Government now concedes that the
Governor-General of Grenada, Sir Paul Scoon, had
the constitutional authority to call in outside troops
and to form an interim administration as the first step
towards restoring normal parliamentary rule. British
ministers now reluctantly concede that Sir Paul was
within his righs in calling on foreign forcbs to inter-
vene in Grenada. The collective verdict of a number
of constitutional lawyers in London yesterday was
that the Governor-General is entitled to act under his
Reserve Powers when law and order is breaking down
and that he has a duty to do so."

The best reply to the busybodies has been given by
none other than Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher
in the House of Commons: "We stand by the U.S.
and will continue to do so. We are very grateful to
tbe U.S. which is in fact looking after British citizens
and evacuating them from Grenada. . The IJ.S.",
she continued amidst cheers, "is the final guarantor
cf freedotn in Europe."

And what about the Government of India? As
usual, it disgraced itself. It voted of course for the

U.N. General Assembly resolution deploring the mili-
tary action but, when Belgium moved an amendment,
which was accepted, asking for early elections, why
did the Indian representative abstain from voting for
free elections?

Incidentally, the Chairperson of the NAM was to
have received the late lamented Prime Minister Mau-
rice Bishop as her guest at the Commonwealth Con-
ference in Delhi this month. Is it not peculiar that
she has not shed a tear or expressed a word of
anguish over the assassination of a fellow non-aligned
Prime Minister?

(Cotrrtesy: Tlte State,sman)
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RULE BY
ORDINANCE

K. S. VENKATDSWARAN

lT IS doubtful whether any of the provisions of thc

Indian Constitution have been abused more frequently
or with greater impunity than those relating to the

issue of Ordinances by the executive. Devised with
the laudable objective of helping to tide over un-
expected emergencies during the inter-session periods

of the legislature, these provisions have, over the
years, been converted into instruments of political
skullduggery by governments both at the Centre and

in the States.

The most recent example of such flagrant abuse of
the Ordinance-making power is, of course, the "take-
over" of 13 Bombay-based textile mills by the Union
Government in a surreptitious midnight operation on
19 October, on grounds that are patently far from
tenable. Even those whose sympathies are not exactly
with the mill-owners have been hard put to it to deny
that the government's action, reeking as it does with
malc fides, transcends considerations of injustice to
the few individuals directly affected by the "take-
overtt.

Perhaps the saddest part of the story is the increas-
ing insensitivity with which successive exercises of
this kind have been accepted by the Indian public, or
at least that segment of it which can lay claim to
being'educated' and therefore better equipped to ana-
lyse issues of such seminal importance on merits. The
painful truth is that, except for a few intrepid voices
of dissent, the predominant reaction to instances of
constitutional impropriety in India has always been
one of easy nonchalance, if not ready acquiescence.

A timely warning of the extent to which this ten-
dency has grorvn is provided by a recent study pub-
lished under the auspices of a Poona-based research
institute (Re-promulgation ol Ordinances; A Fraud on
the Constitution ol India, by D. C. Wadhwa, Orieut
Longmans). The product of an accidental incursion
into the constitutional field by the author while
researching agrarian legislation in Bihar, the study
exposes in disturbing detail the shocking insolencc
which the government of that notorious State has per'-

sistently displayed towards even the elementary norms
of constitutional behaviour.

Between 1971 and 1982 alone, for instance, as

mauy as 1,958 Ordinanccs \l'ere promulgated by thc
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Governor of Bihar as against 163 enactments passed

by the State legislature during the period. Demon-
strably, many of these Ordinances were mere replicas
of earlier ones which were deliberately allowed to
lapse, lest they should have to sufter the scrutiny of
the legislature. Some of the Ordinances have succeed-
ed in laying down the law of the land for as long as

13 years without ever being transformed into legisla-
tive enactnents. A measure of the fecundity of the
Bihar Governor's office can be had from the fact that
no less than 56 Ordinances were promulgated on a
single day-18 January 1976-which must surely
rank as a record among democratic polities the world
over! 

^'

The modus operandi of the government in perpc-
tuating its rule by Ordinance is all too familiar. Since
the life of an Ordinance is restricted under the Con-
stitution to six weeks after the re-convening of the
legislature session, the government takes adequate
care to prorogue the legislature well before the com-
pletion of six rveeks of its session. Immediately there-
after, but just before an Ordinance is due to lapse,
the Governor promulgates another exactly identical
Ordinance, repealing its predecessor. This new Ordi-
nance is brought into force immediately. Even where
the sanction of the President of India is required, it
is obtained with an expedition that is truly amazing.
The process is repeated scrupulously at periodic inter-
vals, often for a decade or more.

In the face of such brazenly irresponsible behaviour
of our wily politicians, the question that every think-
ing citizen would be tempted to ask, quite obviously,
is: "Isn't there a remedy available under the law to
prevent the Constitution from being reduced to a
mockery in this dishonest fashion?" IJnfortunately,
the attitude of our judiciary on this question has been
far frorn encouraging. As far back as 1970, the
Supreme Court of India consciously missed an oppor-
tunity of deciding the justiciability of the existence of
circumstances necessary for the promulgation of an
Ordinance by the President of India, in the Bank
Nalionaliscftion Case. Despite observing that .,the

exercise of the power is strictly conditioned,,, the
Court refused to make any definitive pronouncement,
on the technical grounds that in the case before it



the question did not survive because the Ordinance,
had since been replaced by an Act of Parliament.

A similar reason rvas proffered when the issue was
raised before the Court in the Nr,/ional Security Ordi-
nance Cqsc in 1981. There, too, by the time the
matter came up for hearing, the National Security Act
had replaced the Ordinance and the Court expressed
its helplessness to interfere, adding that "abstract
questions present interesting challenges, but it is for
scholars and textbook writers to unravel their mys-
tique. It is not for the courts to decide questions
which are but of academic importance."

Discouraging as these words are, they do not
nevertheless spell the end of all hope. For, as

Dr. Wadhwa points out, it is still possible for the
judiciary to reconsider its stand in the light of the
Bihar experience where several Ordinances even today
continue to hold the field without seeking reincarna-
tion as Acts of the legislature. Hopefully, some day
some public-spirited citizen will succeed in persuading
the Supreme Court to act decisively in arresting this
pernicious tendency on the part of our elected repre-
sentatives and to lay down strict guidelines for the
exercise of the Ordinance-making power by the execu-
tive. The sooner this comes about, the better.
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LATIN AMERICA AND THE SOVIET STRATEGY
MANFRED SCHONFELD

THE FOCUS of world public attention has now been
concentrated on Central America and on the Carib-
bean rather than on South America. One of the
reasons for this is that there are large oil resources,
which are easy to exploit in the Gulf of Mexico and
the Caribbeans.

The Soviet interest in Central America is not be-
cause the Soviets need oil for themselves but because
they want to control it as an economic and political
weapon with which to exert pressure and coerce the
industrialised Wcstent countries. Thus they have been
trying very hard to gain influence in two of the most
important oil basins of the world-in the Middle East
and in Central America.

It has not been easy for them to gain influence there,
but their strategy is to destabilise countries in those
regions.

This strategy has an even farther reach and is not
limited by such immediate matters as hydrocarbon
supplies for the next twenty or thirty years. That is
why, unlike the Western powers, which only aim at
the Caribbean or the Middle East, the Kremlin also
rvorks in South American areas, where oil is one of
the potential resources. The Sovicts w.ork in Colom-
bia and Peru; they also work in Bolivia and were
about to establish a beachhead in Chile, which has no
oil but is of invaluable strategic importance. Besides,
they are active in Brazil and Argentina, two courr-
tries where it is not easy to work. The Soviets work
unceasingly, heavily and slowly; they often work
clumsily and without tact. But they rvork without
expecting immediate benefits.

At present Soviet communist penetration is parti-
cularly possible in three places: Colombia, peru and
Bolivia. It is less possible in Venezuela and Ecuador.

Colombia is one of the most chronically corrupt
countries in all of Latin America. In this country
there is an additional factor which weighs in the syste-
matic process of corruption, viz., drug-trafficking
which mainly consists of producing for the illegal
narkets-the largest being the U.S.

Bolivia also faces a similar problem. Before the
"marijuana boom" the situation in Bolivia was not
ideal. There was, for iustance, ,.an era of violence',
but there was at least a certain degree of stability and
normal succession of constitutional governments on
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the basis of agreement or consensus between the two
main political forces-the conservatives and the
liberals. Moreover, Bolivia benefitted from a 'lcoffee
boom" and there was some diversification of its eco.
nomy. But then came the drug-traffic problem which
adversely affected the economic and political life of
the country.

The leftist elements, bent on subversion along with
their Soviet supporters, have an easy target for criti-
cism. Thel' take a moralist attitude and ask for a
"clean uD" of every corrupt element in the country.

The present governments of Columbia and Bolivia
are doing everything possible to fight the problem, but
they face powerful and entrenched groups.

Peru, on the other hand, still suffers from the pro-
blems left by the leftist military government. While
moving closer to the Soviet Union, it led the country
to economic ruin, rvith the result that the Government
now in power finds itself in a difficult sitvation. The
country is now infested with srnall movements of more
or less extreme leftist orientation many of them
armed. Peru has become an ideal ground for the
Soviets to operate.

The general picture of Central America as it ap-
pears to the outside world is that a small oligarchy of
very rich people live off a ereat mass of verv poor
peoplc in this regicn. This is true only in some cases.
It is not necessarily that way alwnys. For instance.
El Salvador is the only Central American country
(besides Costa Rica) that has, in addition to its im-
poverished farmers of nativc Indian origin, an indus-
trious middle class and an urban proletariat. It is
precisely this that attacts the Marxists. The Salava-
doreans have shown, by defying the threats and inti-
midation of communist guerrillas, their choice by
registering their votes in an overwheiming manner in
the last electic:r. But the U.S. government is demon-
strating that it lacks a clearly-defiued policy by refus-
ing to give arms to the Salvadoreans, wlio are defend-
ing their small country against an open attempt at
total destabilisation, directed and supported from out-
side.

The struggle against the Sandinista communist
rulers of Nicaragua has started. The anti-Sandinista
guerrillas are the armed factions of a pluralist political
movement going from the right to the left. There
might be some members of the National Guard of



the former dictator Somoza in it, but there are also
elemcnts in it lvho had fought the Somoza regime.

Among the important "ABC" countries in Latirr
America-Argentina, Brazil anci Chile-the Soviets
were successful in Chile, but later the military regime
took over. In recent years internal diffi.culties have
begun to surface there-above all economic ones--
from Pinochet's autocracy. The left is in a state of
alertness, and when they are ready they will chargc
again. A dictatorship is, at times, more easily over-
thrown than a democracy.

The Soviet strategy in Latin America is flexible.
Where there are intense problems, they support sub-
versive activities to overthrow dictatorships; where
there is a possibility of getting to power by demo-
cratic means, they support legitimate activities. They
even support the activities of those leftists who may
not fully toe the Moscow line.

The strategy is good, but it is not capable of catch-
ing the irrational element peculiar to each Latin
American country. The fact of European incapability
to catch the national soul of continents foreign to the
European sohere is what can save Latin America from
Soviet penetration.

(Courtesy : Antar-Sanchar)

N,[UKAND

STEET

MUKAND IRON & STEEL
WORKS LTD.
Registered Oflice:
Lcrl Bcrhadur Shcrstri Mcrg
Kurlcr, Bombcy 400 070.

ffiwryffi$@Mqrc
H@@@@@ffi,wd-Our quality products include:

a

a

a

a

a

a

a

a

a

a

Rotary Switches 10.500 Amp
Motor Control.Switches
Cam Switches 6-1 2-25Amp
Micro & Toggle Switches
Limit Switches

Weather prool Switchee
Counters
Road-Measurers
Time-Totallzers
Wator Meters

ct
CO

l.
utott

Manufactured by:
KAYCEE INDUSTRIES LIMITED,
32 Nicol Road, Ballard Ertatc, Bombay 400 038
Phone: 263521 Trl.x: 011.0216 KCIL

Offices at:
CALCUITA: 2. Woodbum Court, 10 Elgin Rord,
Tcl: 444635/443783.
DEIHI :62, Dayanand Road. Daryagrni.
Tel:275671127447O.
EANGALORE: 12l1. Richmond Rord. Tel: 53489.
MAORAS : 2, Raja Annrmalai Road, Purasawalkan,
Tel:666017

FREEDOM FIRST



ASK BY NAME OUR FABRICS!
IOO% POTYESTER SAREES

SUSRABHA,CALAXY & SUVARNAd

t
IOO% POTYESTER PRINTED SHIRTINGS

SUPER STAR & SUPREMACY

IOO% POLYESTER EIOUSE MATERIAI.

APSARA
IOO% POLYESTER AND POLYESTER BLENDED SHIRTINGS

EXCELI.ENCE, EMPEROR, ROYAT GOLD, GOID CROWN & TAKSHMI SIAR

IOO%COTTON PRINTED DRESS MATERIAI.

CITIZEN

100'6 COTTON PRINTED SAREES

PRITI & SAtTERINA

2X2 AND I XI BLOUSE MATERIAI.S

PRIYA & ROOPMATHI
POLYESTER / CEI.I.UI.OgIC ETENDED SUITING

POLY CROWN & CHANCEI-IOR

MANUFACTURERS OT TABRICS AND YARNS OF THE TINEST QUATITY

THE
LAKSHMI MILLS
COMPANY
LIMITED
348, AVANASHI ROAD

GoTMBATORE 64t 03r

,i
't

TELEX !
co|MBATORE! o855-212 I(OVILPATTI MA'Oa45-280 SINGANALLUR' 0835_236

TEIEGRAMSt
COIMBATONE T LAXSHMl KOYILPATTII LAKSHMIUILL SINGANALTUR: FUKMANI

COIMBATOREI 30231 lo
302t3

TEI.EPHONE'
l(OVlLPAffl: 013 lnd

6i4
SINGANALLUF: 87335 IO

67337

DECEMBER 1983

SP|NDLES.2,l4,560 TOOMS:504



J!rrrrrllrrrllrrll!lrtrtlltrrrlrlri
!-rir-
i<--44oomm >i

Frts ln perfectlv
with your sbecific rfeeds.

ttItIIII

Heavy-duty trucks may have a large
loading space, but they are not always the
perlect answer to your specific t.ansport-
ation needs-especially if they're beyond
your means. A light duty vehicle could also
be somewhat unsuitable.
That's when PAlcomes to the front with its
unique Premier Roadmaste. PFP6 94/35 SF
Truck, a diesel vehicle with a payload
of 5 to 7 tonnes, and a body length of
440O mm. The only vehicle in lndia
wilh every feoture specially designed
for rnedium duty applications-and at a
p.ic6 that's well within your reachl
For the transportation of a specialised yet
varied range-milk lor lhe dairy organisa-
tions. aerated drinks lor the soft drink
factories, paper for the paper industries,
bamboo for the forest departments, mail
carriers for the post and telegraph
departments. and lor the municipalities,
watet tanks and garbage trucks-
Premier gives you vehicles exactly to
suit thesa, along with a host of
gther needs,A favourile with all these
corporations the PAL vehicle

Its full forward conlrol chassis, with a
wheelbase of 3491 mm. lacilitates
lluid handling and a snoothnsss of
maneuvenbility- so essential within chies.
A wide cowl, responsive steering. and idsally
posiliond controls provide the maximum
driving comfod-along with mor6 room
for easy serviceability of the engine.
And rhe PAL medium duty buses offer tho
tacility of accomrnodating a $rting
capacity of 30; combining pedormance,
comfort and elliciency-perfectly.
It takes a sp€cially designod vehicle to
handle your specific loads.
PAL offers you iust that !

Spocifications
Model

Wheelbase :3491 mm.

@
Tuming Circle : 14 metres

Diesal.

also serves as a troop carrier in rhe police
force-a sturdy. reliable and economical
vehicle.

8ffi*- I $a, s.v. pdrtRold, Eombly 4oo qD. phone : 35238t

a

i0 FREEDOM FIRST



THE SHUNNED AND THE SHUNTED?
by M. B. SHAH

THE PEOPLE'S Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL) is

essentially an elitist organisation established for the

purpose ol upholding the rule of larv in ortr coltntry.
However, to fuel its supine existence into a mass-

euphoria, the PUCL has of late decided to mobilise
mass support. So rt ltas adopted a populist stance.

The hutment-dwellers' Writ Petitious, first in the

Bombay High Court and later in the Suprcme Court
(SC), can be categorised as a symbol of the PUCL's
craze for such populism. In the p(ocess, it has run
roughshod over the rule of law, the very essence of
its existence.

Predictabiy, thcre has beeu an uproar and indigna-
tion against the PUCL's misconceived course which
is led, among others, by the eminent jurist Nani
Palkhivala. This resulted in the resignation from the

PULC of the prominent scholar and writer, Durgabai
Bhagwat, who, along with others, have openly sup-
ported the government and the Bombay Municipal
Corporation. The result is a slump in the PUCL's
popularity. In order to possibly recover its lost image
rhe PUCL has recently published a pamphlet, The
Shunned and the Shunted: The Slum and Pavement
Dwellers ol Bombay.

Any impartial and enlightened person can see that
the PUCL has failed to build up a convincing case

in its favour and its arguments supportive of its stand
are sterile. What it lacks in legal and cogent argu-
ments, it tries to make up by using highly pejorative
and emotive phrases comparing the removal of the
hutment dwellers with the deportation of the Jews in
Nazi Germany, Blacks in South Africa, etc.

The Preface appearing under the names of two
leading activists of the PUCL, Darshana Bhogilal and

Navroz H. Seervai, itself exposes the untenability of
the PUCL's case. It states that the PUCL has been
actively associated in protecting the civil liberties and
democratic rights of over half the city's population who
have been driven to seek shelter in unauthorised hous-
ing. It goes on to say that, "the PUCL wishes to
clarify that it does not advocate the individual's right
to construct shelter in disregard of the city's planning
regulations . . . The PUCL also maintains that the re-
moval of existing unauthorised structures should. . .

be a phased one. . ."
In the text of the pamphlet, the PUCL has em-

phasised that it does not claim any fundamental right
for the hutmentdrvellers to live on the pavements and
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that no such rigltt can in lact be claimed. It repeats

that admission in Para. 48 of the pamphlet thus: "The
PUCL categorically stated in the SC that the hutment
dwellers had no fundamental right to live on the pave-
ments or for that matter on open lands." And yet,
the hutment dwellers have unlawfully and criminally
encroached on the pavements and the open lands over
which they had no right. In law, they are criminal
offenders. Ironically enough, the PUCL has beea

championing the cause of these oftenders. It is a
cardinal principle of the judicial system prevalent in
our country that if one does not have a right one
cannot claim any relief from the court. Then, why
this fuss of legal battles by the PUCL?

Nani Palkhivala has rebutted the PUCL's stand on
the following lines: It is a case of misplaced merc.v.
The real point here is that the Municipal Commis-
sioner is performing his statutory duty about which
there never was and never can be any doubt. If a
public official is seeking to perform what is indisput-
ably his duty, how can the court prevent him from
doing so? How can any court prevent a public official
from enforcing the law? It would result in absolute
chaos if the courts which are intended to assist in the
enforcement of the law, were to be converted into in-
struments for preventing such enforcement. Law and
order would totally break down, if such a situation
rvere permitted to prevail.
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POTAND'S PRIZE PREDICAMENT
ROGER BOYES

LECH WALESA in self-defence: "Stop talking about

my millions. . . I want to say, I have one suit; no,

two, one still from my wedding' Four pairs of socks

and two that need darntng". The new Nobel Peace

laureate is not one of the world's best dressed men'

Every age moulds its heroes and the Polish workers

of 1980 required their leader to be modest, God-fear-

ing, spontaneous, a bit ragged at the edges; a man

who could speak truths, be impudent to the political

bosses and wear clothes that did not quite fit his

stumpy frame.
as ne sits in his living room under a large gaudy

portrait of the Pope, it is clear that the maelstrom of

Folish politics has not made him into a smooth-tongu-

ed statesman: the grammar slips, the moustache treln-

bles, ash drops on the carPet.

The Nobel Prize has given Mr. Walesa a choice: he

can play a waiting game, waiting for worker discon-

tent to build up again, for the pendulum of Polish

life to swing his way again. The Nobel Prize means

that he will not be forgotten, will blunt the deluge of
government propaganda against him' Or he can capi-

lalise on tlte prize by becoming more active in the

worker opposition to General Jaruzelski's policies. It
seems unlikely (though still not impossible) that thc

authorities would arrest the former Solidarity chief if
he met now with the leaders of the underground re-

sistance. Life is embarrassing enough for the leader-

ship without jailing a Nobel Peace Prize winner.

First indications-Mr. 'Walesa's donation of the

prize money to the church fund for private farmers-
are that the electrician will choose the waiting option,

will cement his links with the Roman Catholic Church

which has always counselled patience. Even with the

prestige of the prize, the possibilities are not large, the

scope for action restrained by the limits of Poland's

economic crisis, the intransigence of the Government,
vigilance of Poland's neighbours.

The real effect of the prize is to strike at the legiti-

macy of government policies towards Mr. Walesa and,

by the extension, the Solidarity movement. The prize

shows that the Government, a team of competent

crisis managers and quite shrewd tacticians, has not

boxed clever. It decided at too early a stage to ex-

clude Mr. Walesa from the national equation.

When the authorities released Mr. Walesa in Novem-

ber 1982, after 11 months of internment, they trum-
peted loudly that Mr. Walesa was the former leader

of a former union, a orivate individual representing

nobody. Therefore no dialogue could be held witlt
him. But over the past ycar, Mr Walesa's obrusive
presence has proved a constant reproach to General
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Janrzelski's Government, which claims that it is bas-

ing its policies on a real consensus and a constanl

dialogue with workers.
The solution offered by the collective brainpower

within the Government has been a propaganda can:'

paign that has repeatedly tried to d-iscredit Mr' Walesa

in the eyes of his fellow workers. The logic behind
this: it the workers reject Mr. Walesa, then the fact

that we are not talking to Mr. Walesa cannot be held

against us.

The Government always had a choice too: it could

have tried to institutionalise Mr. Walesa. By offering
him a role-not within the new pro-government
unions, which the former Solidarity leader could never

have accepted-the authorities could have shown

themselves reacly to acknowledge Mr. Walesa's stand-

ing among Poliih workers.
Had the Government tried to shape some form of

conciliation council with the co-operation of the

Church, and then given Mr. Walesa a chance to parti-
cipate, it would have muffied his presence and at the

same time harnesse:d his rnyth. The Nobel Peace Prize
would thus have been an award not only to the Polish
workers but also to the Polish Government. Had
Mr. Walesa rejectecl such offers repeatedly, the Gov-

ernment could then have portrayed the Solidarity
leader as a man of the past. As things stand, he is

still a man of the undeclared future.
A warning signal must surely have been received by

the Government when Pope John Paul II insisted on

meeting Mr. Walesa in June. (It is this meetirrg

above all that allowed the Norewegian Nobel Corrr-

mittee to award the prize without running the risk of

being accused of playing in the Polish political game')

This showed the continuirtg significance of Mr. Welesa,

even if that significance lies in a discreet "backseat"

role for the Solidarity chief. Because of a failure of
political imagination, Mr. Walesa has not been insti-
tutiorralised but expelled into a vacuttnr.

Poland now faces the frankly absurd situation of a

Nobel Peace Iaureate commuting to work every dalr

as a maintenance electrician in the l,enin shipyards.

This is not the Soviet Union: Walesa is not Andrei

Sakharov, who can simply be exiled to a provincial

city.
Mr. Walesa still has the respect of many workers,

he has been given an explicitly public role by the

Nobel contmittee, and the workers themselves have

enough grievances against the Government for the

whole mixture to be quite volatile. Oslo has helped

to produce a strong and strange brew in Central

Ettrope' 
(Courtesy: Thc Tinrcs,London)
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BOOK REVIEW
SHAME BY SALMAN RUSHDIE; RUPA & CO.'
Rs. 30.

PEOPLE WHO have met Salman Rushdie describe him
as a quick, light-footed man with barely suppresserl

energy that finds diverse rvays of manifesting itself.
The best known form of releasing this inner energy

has, of course, been his three books-Grimus, Mid'
night's Children and now Slnme. Midnight's Children
succeeded in the words of one reviewer, in "redraw-
ing the literary map of India". Shante does the same,

in a sense, for Pakistan.
The story takes place in modcrn-day Pakistan. The

main events touched upon are the Bangladesh War,
the succession of military rulers and Bhutto's execu-
tion. But Mr. Rushdie, who surfaces himself at

several points in the novel, states that immigrants in
Britain and their problems are also reflected in one

of his characters.
The twin leads in the story are Omar Khayyam

Shakil and Sufiya Zinobia Hyder. Shakil is "imma-
culately conceived", in the sense that he has three
mothers and no one is sure who his true mother (or
for that matter father) is, for thc rnothers (who are

sisters) display identical symptoms of pregnancy and
at the time of his birth are cloistered in a private
room.

Soon after the birth, the sisters{hunni, Munnee

and Bunny-shut themselves up in their house and
proceed to devote all their time to the upbringing of
Shakil. At the age of t2, he finally rebels against
his claustrophobic confinement and his mothers' cling-
ing love and demarr.ds to see the outside world.

We flit to the next scene of action-India. Here
a young army caDtain called Raza Hyder finds him-
self a bride, Bilquis, one of the millions of refugees
fleeing India. Hyder takes his rvife home to Paki-
stan rvhere she is befriended by Rani Humayun, her
husband's cousin. Rani herself is due to be married
shortly to Iskander Harappa, a rich playboy type,
whose favourite carousing cornpanion is none other
than Shakil.

These two families, the Hyders and the Harappas
along with Shakil, form the main cast of characters.
Raza and Bilquis have two daughters, Sufiya Zinobia
and Naveed Hyder. Sufiya becomes an idiot at a verv
early age due to brain fever and is nicknamed "Shame"
by her mother. Out of the marriage between Rani
Humayun and Iskander Harappa comes Arjumand
Harappa, a very beautiful girl who would rather be a
boy. The last two characters of importance are
Iskander Harappa's cousin, Little Mir Harappa (they
hate each other's guts), and his son }faroun Harappa
(who idolises his uncle Iskander, hates his father
Little Mir, loves Raza Hyder's claughter Naveed and
disdains the passion of ArjumanC, his second cousin).
A bit complex, but Mr. Rushdie's narrative overcomes
all that.

ltN
terBtrendedPolyes
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Now for the allegories. Though Rushdie says he

is writing about an imaginary countty, he says it in
the sense that it is not only Pakistan. As he avers:

"The country in this story is not Pakistan, or not

quite. There are two countries, real and fictional,

occupying the same space, or almost the same spacc'

My story, my fictional country exists, like myself, at

a slight angle to realitY"'

The characters are readily identiflable. Raza Hyder
is a thinly veiled General Zia-ul-Haq; Iskander

Harappa-Bhutto; Arjumand-Benazit; Haroun
Harappa-the lcader oI the Al-Zulfikar terrotist gang.

The story follows Iskander's rise to power, his in-

duction of cousin Raza Hyder as commander-in-chief

and his subsequent death at the hands of his erstwhile

protege. Then Raza Hyder, afier a four-year reign,

is himself toppled. Meanwhile, Omar Khayyam has

married Raza's daughter Sufiya who is slowly being

possessed by a demon referred to as the Beast. In her

rnoments oI ntaduess she zrnd the Beast within take

revenge on the world wbich mocks her inadequacies,

by committing particularly brutal murders. Without
going into tlie intricate sub-plotting that marks the

novel, it is enough to say that in the final pages just

about everyone turns up dead, irrcluding thc hero and

most of his supporting cast.

It seems a rather apocalyptic view of Pakistan's

immediate future, but as political satire it is devastai-

ing. Mr. Rushdie's vaulting imagination and crackling

humour keep the reader constantly amazed. And his
language. Here, we don't have the studied elegance of
a Naipaul or the flowery imagery of a Marquez, but
rather strains of every kind of English spoken in the
sub-continent mixed with the Queen's English. A
delightful khichdi. As Mr. Rushdie explains: "We
can't simply use the language in the way the British
did: it needs remaking for our own purpose."

What is Mr. Rushdie trying to say through tho
ruovel? He says quite clearly that he is obsessed with
three things: the ruin of the country of his birth,
Pakistan, by the army autocrats; the fact that he is
an immigrant in his adoptive land, England; and the
ill-treatment of the Asians by the British. But he is
also, in a sense, trying to get free of his past and
accapt the reality of the country he lives in.

All in all, an absorbing book. With cvery one of
his novels Rushdie has managed to create wholly nei'r
dimensions in the world of fiction. In effect, he has
let standards which other authors will find hard to
match.
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WITH MANY VOICES
Anyone can becorne angry-that is easy; but to be

angry rvith the right person, to the right degree, at
the right time, for the right purpose and in the right
way-that is not easy.

-Aristotle 
quoted in The Herald Tribune,

Scpternber 22.

Writers are like race horses, once they are past
their prime they should be shot.

-Kan.rala 
Das quoted in The Observer, October 2.

Mr. David Steel took complete rest from politics
during quite a long part of his speech to the Liberal
Assembly yesterday.

-Frank 
Johnson in The Times, September 24.

The bells in Manila no longer toll for Be{'igno
Aquino Jr., the opposition leader treacherouily slain
a mgnth ago; They toll now for the erratic and
arrogant Marcos dictatorship.

-The 
Herald Tribune, September 24.

We must deal with the Soviet Union not as we
would like it to be, but as it is.

-Mrs. 
Thatcher quoted in The Times, October 1O.

I will never meet her (lndira Gandhi) again. The
world's biggest people can be very small-minded and
trivial in personal life.

-Khuswant 
Singh quoted in The Mid-Day,

October 9.

You can't blow dust away without making a lot
of people cough.

-Prince 
Philip quoted in The Herald Tribune,

September 16.

Peace simply means Conrmunist world control.

-Lenin 
quoted in The Times, April 21.

They (the United Nations) should stay here in the
city of New York because every country needs a cess-
pool.

-Mayor 
Koch of New York quoted in The

Observer, October 2.

-lhere is no public money-only taxpayer's money.

-Mrs. 
Thatcher quoted in The Observer,

October 23.
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