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“ INDIA HAS LOST ITS WAY?”

MINCO

“INDIA has lost more than a dynamic leader to
assassination. It has lost its way,” observed the
New York Times on November 2. How aptly the
developments of the first fortnight in November are
summed up in these words.

As is well-known, I have been a fairly consistent
critic of Mrs. Gandni’s policies both at home and
abroad, but my personal relations with her were al-
ways friendly and I have never hesitated throughout
the years to express my admiration for her courage
and capacity to take risks, her elegance, her charm
and her sense of humour. My disgust at the assassina-
tion was heightened by some measure of old-fashioned
chivalry which I must confess I still harbour.

Mrs. Gandhi’s assassination is only the latest in a
series of acts of terrorism around the globe. A recent
one was the IRA attempt on Mrs. Margaret
Thatcher and her cabinet colleagues in Brighton.
Earlier, we have had PLO terrorism in Israel and
Lebanon, the Tamil “Tigers” in Sri Lanka and the
assassination of “white” men and women in South
Africa at the hands of communist-led “blacks”. Since
I learnt from Gandhiji the tenet that the end never
justifies the means, I have been opposed to all terro-
rism, whenever and wherever it has raised its head.
I wish that could be said of some others. The Gov-
ernment of India, for instance, have never said a word
against PLO terrorism in Israel and Lebanon or
against “blacks” murdering “whites” in South Africa.
It was quite disgusting for me to see on television
only last month President Zail Singh embracing ths
terrorist Yasser Arafat. It is because condemnation of
terrorism is so selective that it continues to disgrace
the world scene.

I must confess that part of my continuing sadness
is about the events that followed Mrs. Gandhi’s death.
I wish one could say that we as a nation have distin-
guished ourselves by our behaviour. On the con-
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trary, watching television and reading the newspapers,
the picture that emerges has not been a preity one. I
do not refer 'to the genuine grief of countless men and
women throughout the ccuntry who have expressed
their grief in a quiet and dignified manner, often in
silence. The picture which has emerged of our poli-
tical Establishment and of the Capital has however
been one of a melange of hysteria, hypocrisy, sycop-
hancy and indiscipline.

The worst of these manifestations has of course
been the holocaust in which large numbers of Sikhs
have been butchered or burnt to death in Delhi and
other parts of the North. It is consoling to record
that not a single ugly incident occurred in my own
city of Bombay. Once again it has been proved that
violent retaliation and zeprisals solve no problem,
but create a chain reaction which is both self-defeat-
ing and lasting. The misconduct of the so-called
“mourners” started right at the hospital where the
Prime Minister lay dying.

“A thin black haze of smoke, like a moving shroud,
hung over the capital of India as Hindu mobs took
revenge on the Sikh community. ... By the afternoon
pillars of smoke smudged the horizon all round the
city as Sikh properties, Sikh homes and Sikh vehicles
burned,” reported the front page of the London Times
on November 2.

“Mourners”?

Here is a report from Delhi in The Sunday Observer
of November 4: “Riots started at the hospital as
police stood by. . . . Mob fury intensified particularly
after they paid a visit to the Teen Murti House where
Mrs. Gandhi’s body lay in state. Thousands and
thousands of youths from outlying areas of Delhi
trooped to the ancestral house of the Nehrus and rais-
ed slogans of hatred and revenge against the Sikhs for
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