


The Killing Fields ofNandigram

effective action will have to be taken in terms of action
initiated against those responsible for the March l4 events
in due process.

The alert and observant people of West Bengal have
a right to know that following discussions with political
leaders like Smt Mamata Banerjee, MP, Shri Partha
Chatterjee, Leader of the Opposition, West Bengal
Legislative Assembly, Shri Pradip Bhattacharya, Working
President, West Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee, Shri
Manas Bhuiyan and non-political persons, I have been
in regular communication with the Hon'ble Chief Minister
Shri Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee and requested the State
Governrnent to take certain imrnediate steps. These include
(i) the immediate return of the ingressers; (ii) the giving
olurgent relief to the displaced persons in Nandigram and
(iii) the facilitation of their return ro their homes.

I have also asked the administration to remove the
new unauthorised tnanmade blocks at entry points to l.

An Exchange of "Open Letters" 
***

Earlier, in an "Open Letter" to West Bengal
Governor Gopalkrishna Candhi published in the T'he Hindu
of I November, former Suprerne Court Judge V.R.Krishna
l;.,er pleaded with the Governor as "the head of the State
of West Bengal. to consider what measures, if any, rnay
be taken to see that the people of the State, particularly
ol Nandigram, enjoy security and liberty; possession of
property. rvithout threat ofdeprivation in the guise ofland
acquisition for industrial development, and assuring
peaceful co-existence of progressive agriculture and
Industry rvith prornise of more entployrnent, is true rural-
urban harmony..."

In Justice Krishna lyer's view "Nandigrarn is a

traurnatic mix of these confusing conflicts rnaybe. This
conrplexity of issues bringing into focus the Gandhian
vision ofadvanced agrarian India is the central object of
modern development and the reverse reality of villages
suflering a setback on account of aggressive pressure of
the tecltnological illusion that foreign-funded profit-hungry,
'Westoxicated' lndustrial Renaissance is the only salvation
f rorn privation for the Indian hurnanity..."

"lt is unfortunate" he wrote that "disproportionate

enrphasis on industrial progress and disorganised political
cont'lict opposing even rlecessary industrialisation have

sivcn rise to human casualties and damage to propcrtv
in Nandigram and other parts of lndia...

Chandpur-Rai Para-Phulni More-Khadinbari-Nadia; 2.
Nandakumar-Kapaseria-ferry to cross over to Nandigram;
3. Heria-Nandigram; and 4. Potashpur-Nandigram in order
that the isolation of Nandigranr frorn the rest of the State
ends.

I have made it clear that unless these steps are
taken within hours, and the syndrome of "capture and
recapture" is not ended, the beginnings for a resumed
dialogue through the package announced by the Chief
Secretary last night will not get off the ground and the
peace talks process will rernain grounded. Peace talks must
resume soon and, despite the lateness of the hour, I
rvelcome the pragnratic optimism expressed in this regard
by our elder statesman, Shri Jyoti Basu.

Let me conclude by saying: Enough is enough.
Peace and security should be restored, without any delay,
from where they have been evicted from Nandigram.

He suggested a "high-level commission, with the
cooperation of political parties", to "establish democratic
Gram Swaraj process."

Concluding, he rvrote "l submit to ybu, respected
Governor, and through you, the innovative Marxian Chief
Minister, to comrnand the resources of the people for
constructive ends so as to redeem our historic 'tryst with
dest iny'."

And the Governor of West Bengal Gopalkrishna
Gandhi replv rvas prompt though carefully lvorded. He
\vrote among other other things:

"lt nray not be 'standard' for a Govemor to respond

to an 'open letter' through a reply in the same mode. But
horv can I not do so, when the letter has conre frorn one
as eminent and respected as you and has been read by
thousands of seriously concerned readers?

"l do not intend to recoullt here the events in

Nandigraur or attenrpt a conrprehensive analysis of the

situation. But let rne just say. brietly. that the continuing
violence and cotrnter-violence there have caused me. as

they have done to all those rvho have observed the
scquence. _ereat anxietv and sorrorv. I sharcd rvith the people

ofthe State sonre questions that I was posing to the State

Governrnent. inrrncdiately alier the tragic event of March
14. Not long thereafter. the Hon'ble Chief Minister of West
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Bengal announced that the petrochemical hub being

planned lor Nandigrarrr rvould not be sited there. il the

people olNandigram did not want it. That should really

have brought the main tension to an end, with issues of
compensation to the victims and the fixing of responsibility

for the March l4 deaths remaining to be settled. An
abatement in the tension and violence has, however,
remained tragically elusive, with the making and hurling
of 'hand-bombs.' resultant deaths, displacement of people

fiom homes, disruption of livelihood and school schedules

continuing... "

Why the Commies Bared their Fangs!

The Governor's "Enough is Enough" public
statement, the exchange of'open letters" between the

Covernor and Justice Krishna lyer who is known to be a

friend of the communists - He rvas also Law Minister in

the first democratically elected conrmunist government in

Kerala - and the ruling of the Kolkata High Court" were

too much for the commies to bear so they bared their fangs

and poured out vitriol which how conrmies normally react

in such situations.

A Division Bench of the Calcutta High Court ruled

that the police firing on March l4 in rvhich l4 Nandigram

residents rvere killed was unjustified and violative of the

Constitution. This pronouncement infuriated the commies.

The Sunclu.v- Stute.s,t,ctn of Novcmber I8 reported: " ...the
CPI-M leadership rnade it clear... rvhat it thought of the

iudiciary especially the C-alcutta High Court , the Covemor,

intellectuals and the nredia. CPI-M state secretary Mr.
Binran Bose, senior ClTUleader Mr.Shyarnlal Chakraborty

and senior leader of the CPI-N4's peasant rving Mr. Benoty

Konar sperved venonl at a rally" in Kolkata "on November

ti.

Mr. Birnan Bose: "lf the court decides everything,

rvhat is the use of tlre executive or the legislature in a

dernocracy?...lfthe Cenlre thinks it catr have a denrocracy

by increasing the salary ofthe judges. then so be it" he

said."lf a .jLrdge passcs lhis u'ay and is obstructed by the

asscnrbled nrultitude - I see a nrultitude ol heads belbre
nre - a catastrophc rvill take place. Please rtrake rva1, for

the.judge so that such a thing does not happen." (The

veiled threat is so obvious!)

Ivlr. Shvanral Cltakral.rortr': "l-lre court has held tlre

1.1 lvlarch police firing at Nandigrarn unconstittrtional and

illcgal and ordcred the CIll to probe. What's the point of

a probe ilthe Iligh Court has alreacl;,nrade up its rnind.

As Freedom Fjrst reader K.Vedamurthy commented

on this exchange: "The 'Open Letter' to Mr.Gopalkrishna

Candhi, by the nonagenarian Justice V.R.Krishna lyer. on

the Nandigram incidents, is addressed embarrassingl)'
respectful to a celebrity so junior to him in age, who

happens to be in the limelight because of his office as

Governor of West Bengal. What is, however, sought to

be conveyed to the politicians of West Bengal through
his 'open letter' is, actually, a very pertinent message to

every patriotic citizen of lndia which, in sum and substance

is: "Please don't sell your soul for a mess of pottage!"

Mr.Chakraborty found it "strange" that the plight of CPI-

M supporters from Nandigram "compelled to flee their

homes" could elicit no sympathy from the Govemor...bul
the CPI-M recapture of Nandigram happened to be

abhorrentg enough to damen the ardour of Deepavali ftlr
Mr.Gandhi"(the reference was to his "enough is enough

open letter).

Mr. Benoy Konar: "The honourable judge must be

aware that policemen escorting him carry revolvers too...
It's part of their job. lf your office under attack, will you

ring up Lalbazar(police station) and ask the authorities

to send policemen armed with rose petals?" Directing his

ire at the Governor Com. Konar said: "l am asking the

Governor to openly act like a politician if that's u'hat he

really rvants to...You are free a free citizen and you can

calrry the flag of the Trinamool Congress. 
.

'[he silent rnarch of the intellectuals seenl to have

riled tlreCPI-M leadership no end, The Slalesnar? report

noted. "A wonlan film director who parlicipated in the rnarch

has asked what do I knorv of Nandigranr, Mr. Bose said.

"Unlike her, I do not stay in a south Kolkata mansion,.. Had

she been a true butldhijibi (intellectual) she rvould have

sympathised rvith the plight of our party activists living
in refugee camps for the past I I rnonths,

Just rvlrat rvould have been the tate ofthe residents

of Nandigrarn if the CPI-M rvere in pou'er itr Narrdigrarn.

We rvould not have even heard of the revolt in Nandigram

let alone getting the High Cottrt involved. We rvould have

"People's Courts" lvhich would have exonerated the killcrs

and punished the victims!

Communism is a doctrine brecl of poverty, hatrerJ
and strife. lts spread can only be arresteo l)v
diminishing the area of povertv and hatrecl

Philosopher and Nobel Laureate Eertrand Russr:ll
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Nandigram - India's Kronstadt
T. H. Cltotttday

Kronstadt was o nuval base on Kotlitt Isfuntl neor the heod of the Gulf of Finlanrl. Peter, the Great,
Entperor of Russia caplureil lhe islandfrom Sweden and built it itrto u navalfortress to prolecl ltis

new copitol, Petrcgrad, (renonted Leningrad ufter conununisl toke-over of Russitr).

During the Bolshevik [communist] revolution that
finished off the Czars and ushered the "dictatorship of
the proletariat" that is, of the Communist Party, the naval
ratings at Kronstadt rose up against the Czars in
collaboration with the communists. After sorne tirne, they
revolted against the communist rule because it was
oppressive and denied ordinary human rights and
decencies. The uprising of these former soldiers for
cornrnunist revolution rvas brutally suppressed by Lenin's
red army. Thousands of these comrnunist revolutionaries
rvere shot down under Lenin's direction, by comntunists
organized by Leon Trotsky.

Trotsky himself was hounded out of the comurunist
party' and the Soviet Union under Stalin's dictatorship.
Trotsky took refuge in Mexico. He rvas got assassinated

by Stalin. That a communist reginre could brutally shoot

and kill its former foot-soldiers outraged rnany a sincere

communist and intellectual around the world. Those living
rvithin the communist USSR could not speak up but when

discovered to have remorse, were picked up and shot dead

under Stalin's orders. A number of sincere individual
communist intellectuals outside the Soviet Union were

deeply distressed and disillusioned by the brtrtal
suppression of free speech and killing of protesting
cornmunists at Kronstadt. They distanced themselves lronr

the distastelul dictatorship which rvas going by the trante

of conrmunisrn and rule of the proletariat. In the book'
'lhe God that Failed. a number of former colnlnunist
intellectuals had rvritten that Kronstadt opened their eles

to what in truth comrnunist dictatorship of the proletariat,

and Marxisrn, Leninism, Stalinisln meant.

The world rvitnessed a second "Kronstadt" in

Beijing in 1989 rvhen over 3500 students peacefully

dernonstratin-9 for an open society, tieedom of expression

and association rvere ridden over by tanks and shot dead.

This mass murder of peaceful students u'ho rvere rrot

opposed to communism but only wanted fieedom of
explession and association, shocked intellectuals rvho rvere

st i I I f-e I lorv-travell ing rvith cotnnrunisnl.

Now. Nandigrarn rvhich has been voling
corxtnunists to keep them in pou'er tbr over 30 1'ears has

beconre the Indian Kronstadt and the Chinese Tiananmen
square (Beijing). Some of the peasants whose lands were
sought to be acquired by the communist government of
West Bengal are also communists but they could not, like
the peasants in the former Soviet Union and China, but
resist their lands and farms being taken over by
govenrnent and given to private industrialists. The
usually comrnunist-supporting and voting farmers in
Nandigrarn resisted the take over of their lands for setting

up of industries [whether industrialisation is necessary

or not; whether it should be located in Nandigram's farm
lands or in districts like Bankura and Purilia and Burdwan,

rvhich are sparsely farmed is a different matter].

L.ike the Leninist-Stalinist-Cornmunist government

of the former USSR, the communist government and the

Party in West Bengal put down the Nandigram farnrers'

resistance by terrorizing thern and killing them and

performing as many atrocities (as rape) as opportunity
presented. Just as in Kronstadt and Tiananmen Square

sorne communist fellorv-travelling Indian intellectuals took

courage to condemn the Communist Party of India (Maniist)

for its actions in Nandigram. We can be sure that just as

the worldrvide condemnation by intellectuals of the brutal

communist suppression of former communists asking for

civil rights did not affect Stalin, Prakash Karat, Brinda Karat,

Sitararn Yechury, Biman Bose and Buddha Deb

Bhattacharya will not be daunted by "any criticism' Their

"dialectical" argttments rvill frighten. fault and silence their

"Left" intellectuals.

The sailors in the Baltic Fleet in Kronstadt were

mostly of peasant origin. Peasants/famrers, unlike industrial

labour, cherish freedom and detest dictatorship.

Petrichenko, leader of the Kronstadt of March l92l rvas

hinrself a Ukrainian peasant. Among the demands of the

Kronstadt 'red' sailors rvere :

Inrrnediate new elections to the Soviets by secret

ballot, and shotrld be preceded by free electoral
propaganda; o Freedom of speech and of the press for

rvorkers and peasants, for the Anarchists, and for the Left
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Point Counter Point
Ashok Karnik

Etteryt issue has al least two sides. A wise man studies both sides be.fore coming to a conclusion

This is an attempt to debate all sides so that a considered opinion can be -formed.

The General's Experiments With Truth

l) General Musharraf has always been a smooth talker.

He is notorious for being economical with truth. In the
past, some applauded his brashness; witness his virtuoso
performance at the long-lamented Agra summit where he

hoodrvinked even the most hardenedjournalists; then his

assurance that he rvas joining the war on terror. And norv

his declaration that he had to impose emergency because

of the recalcitrant judiciary and the militants. Then wilting
under US pressure, he blithely gave up his uniform and

agreed to lift the emergency. All that he achieved through

the calarnitous declaration of emergency rvas to get rid
of the judiciary and guard against his own disqualification.

He then advocates a different style of denrocracy. Takes

us back to Sukarno's 'Cuided Democracy' for Indonesia!

What he rvill do next is as much a garnble tbr hinr as for
his country. The ex-General is clever. Musharraf suffers
fiour an illness that Churchill described as "terrninal
inexactitude". So, never be srrre of what he will do next,

except saving his skin to the last.

I ) The problem for the world - and India - is that Musharraf
refuses to fade away. He struts around as a viable ruler.

not because he is good but because the alternatives are

worse. The landscape is bleak; politicians are as unreliable

as the ex-general. Elections are imperative but there is no

guarantee that the army or the militants would allow an

elected government to function. A state in chaos might

make us wish that a duplicitous Musharraf is preferable

to mad rnullahs. lt is a matter of choosing between a known

devil and an unknown one. The difficulty is compounded

because there is no scope for trial and error in Pakistan.

A nuclear country cannot risk a meltdown. The outside

rvorld can only hope that democracy rvould be allowed

to reassert itself in Pakistan - if Musharraf ever allorvs it

to breathe! Meanrvhile. the US still trusts him to deliver

democracy and control terrorisln, rvhich is not saying nruch.

given the US record ofdepending on the undependable.

Nandigram Nightmare

2) Since January 2007, Nandigram in West Bengal is

threatening to blorv the lid off the CPI(M)'s hold in the

countryside. The trouble started over acquisition of land

in a block of villages in Nandigram 70 krns frorn Kolkata.
The local protests organised by the "Bhumi Uchched
Pratirodh Comnrittee"(BUPC) rvere exploited by CPI(M)'s

opponents like the Trinamul Congress to drive out CPI(M)
cadres fronr the block. Maoists took advantage of the

turnroil as thcy always do. CPI(M) cadres then triccl to
regain the lost ground through use of the police. On March

l4 the police opened fire to quell CPI(M)'s opponents

killing l4 larrners. It failed to budge the protcsters. The

exercise \\'as repeated in Novenrber 2007 by'arnred goons

to help CPI(M) regain the territorv. rendering thousands

homeless. The November action was lnore inhur-nan thart

the March firing. 'l-he concept of conquest of territory harks

back to colonialisnr and the more recent Stalinist thirst
fbr expansion of thc communist paradise. The state
governrnent's contention rvas that CPI(M)'s opponents

had used violence and the CPI(M) had paid thern back
in the sarne coin. -['lre Calcutta Iligh Court carnc clorvrr

heavilt,on the governrnent's action against the protesters

2) The CPI(M) and its government brazenly justified the

use of force by CPI(M) cadres. They forgot Weber's dictum

that in a civilized society, the State alone should have the

legal rnonopoly over the use of physical force. Other entities

doing so need to be treated as criminals. The state

governrnent's connivance in such use offorce is fraught

rvith constitutional irnpropriety. It is one thing for the

governrnent to use force and another to allorv private

parties (CPI(M) cadres) to use muscle power. Another

frightening aspect of the Nandigram developments is a

doubt rvhether CPI(M) cadres use the same tactics all

over West Bengal to keep the people under their thumbl)

Does that explain CPM's continuing hold over the West

Bengal for decadcs, despite failing on rnany fronts like
poverty elirnination. absence of industrial development.

poor health care. education et al? Does the invisible gun

keep the populace in line?

"The issue of land is yielding a bitter crop -
conflict. Tussle for the acres has left Nandigr;rnr
blood-soakecJ.
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and termed the police firing on March l4 as "unjustified
and unconstitutional". The state government has refused
to take the rebuke lying dorvn and termed the High Court's
verdict as interference in the Executive's functioning. The
leltist intellectual elite of West Bengal that had refused
fi,i r ciirs tti sce anvtlring !vrotig rvith tlre Stiltc's strong-
arrn rrethods against its opponents. lor once rvas aghast
,rt thc Nanclierirnt depredations.

"Nandigram cannot be understood without
analysing the issue of development-induced
displacements and people's reaction to such
events elsewhere.

fhe Week

The Nerv Lows of Karnataka

3) Democracy rvas brought to shame in Karnataka.
Karnataka politicians should hang their heads in shame.

BJP and Congress (l) were as much victims of betrayal
as greed. The people of the State share vicarious
responsibility for electing such leaders. That Deve Gowda

was once our Prinre Minister reflects on our sagacity too.

It is said that you get the leaders you deserve. In the last

two years, our venerable ex-Prinre Minister ditched the

Congress to fbrnr a Government with the help of the BJP;

ditched the BJP when the time carne to hand over power
to it. tried to cozy up to the Congress (l) and. when rejected,
\\'ent back to the BJP prornising it srrpport to forrtr a

Government: and finally deserled the BJP again to try out

a deal with the Congress (l). Deve Corvda's somersaults

*ere disgusting. Congress (l)'s retirsal to have an alliance
w'ith Deve Co"vda again shou'ed that it has finally
understood the value olcredibilitl'. Horvever, that may' not

be the last ,,vord in this political tarce.

3) BJP hopes to gain public sympathy as a victim of
betrayal. The first time when it was let down by JD (S). it
had the right to that sympathy but rvhen it accepted JD
(S) support tlre second tirne round, it rvas fully aware of
the nature ofits ally. Since it rvas betrayed again, it should

blame itself.'l-he truth is that the lure of porver ovenvhehned

its common sense. Yashrvant Sinha (BJP), rvhen asked if
it was right in principle to trust somebody who had

betrayed his party only weeks earlier, blithely replied that

his party was not stupid enough to reject power. Sinha

should now see who looks rnore stupid! Congress (l)
leaders. suddenly srnelling porver, also regurgitated the

tiresonre talk of unity of secularist forces to justity their
possible re-alliance with the JD (S). ln such a disnral

scenario rvhorrr do the people vote tbr? All state politicians

have gone morally bankrupt. Can rve at least hope that

the JD (S) rvould disappear fiotrt politics after its harlotrl'?

Or is this too much to expect liom a caste-ridden electorate?

MR. ASHOK KARNIK can be contacted at avkay@mtnl.net.in

MINOO MASANI

A Biography by S.V. Raju

Published by the National Book Trust, lndia ln their National Biography
series

This book is a brief biography of Minoo Masani based on the author's
40-year association with him. lt traces his roller coaster ride as writer
freedom fighter, parliamentarian from the Constituent Assembly to
the Fourth Lok Sabha. His journey from Marxism to Liberalism and
his role in the formation of, and the decline of the Swatantra Party.

This is the story of a principled politician - an oxymoron in current
political dialogue. Today the word politician draws sneer and derision,

Ihat rt was not always so the author seeks to establish in this biography of Minoo Masani
ivhose life ancl work spanned the greater part of the twentieth century.

trrice: Harcl cover: Rs.200; Soft cover: Rs.40

z\vailable at leading booksellers or trom the National Book Trust offices in your city
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National Security - The Contemporary Paradigm
V. Balachandran

There is a mistaken helie/'in certuin c'ircle.r that national secm'ity could be ensured v,ith strong
tlefence.forces or by e.ffective internul policing system. The desire to upgrade weaponry is ottt o/'
this helie./. However USA w'os sub.iectecl to a humilictting terrorist anack on Sep 11, 2001 despite
having the best \t)eaponry und.second largest army in the world (over l4lakh soldier.s). Russia
v)os not able to prevent repealed Chechen allacks on various targets despite having the third
largest arrny (12.5 lakh soldiers). Similu"ly India could not prevent an attack on our parliament
on Dec I 3, 200I or the earlier Kargil incursion, despite having the .fourth largest army v,ith olntosr
12 lakh soldiers.

A lobalization has loosened States' control over their

I 1.polity. Stanley Hoffman called this "erosion" as

\J the "emergence of a transnational society that
includes multinational corporations, non-governmental
organizations, criminals and terrorists."

The corporate sector has encroaclred inlo the
security arena, rvresting sonle areas tlonr governntent. such
as vital industries, conrnrunications. finarrcial ancl
cornrnercial managentent, l'hich arc also sLrb.ject to trans-
border developnrents. 'lb give an exarnple. the rredia
recently highlighted that \bdafone. which has bought
Hutch in lndia, has rnore than 160 million custorners in 26
countries. It is only for this leason that the United States,
in the wake of9lll, acknorvledged rhat over 100 ditferent
sectors had vital roles to pla1, in national security. The
Departnrent of Horneland Se culity was set up to repre sent
such diverse elenrents, including the corporate sector,
instead of casting the responsibility only on traditional
institutions like the Departnrent of Defense, intelligcnce
services and FBI. Several governntents have also realized
that armed fbrces, police and intclligence agencies
thetnselves cannot prevent breaches of national secLrrity
or terrorism in a "stand alone" lashion rvithout active
involvement of regulatory rvings in various governlllent
and private sector entities like transport and
conrmunications. Unfortunately there is as yet no such
realization in India.

lnternal arrd exlclrral secrrritl,are t\\,o sidcs of
"National Security". -l'o clr.rote thc "Croup of
Ministers"(GOM) rcport in Februarv 200 I aficr rhe Kargil
War: "National Security is a lirnction ot'a countrv's cxternal
environnrent and the internal situation. as well as their
intcrplay rvith each other". Both are incxorablv rvoven
togcther and have nranv colltllotrents: Ensuring territorial
integrity, preventing political and econonric subversion,
protecting national lcadcrship and vital installations as

rvell as saleguardinu our societv's charactel as cnvisagcd

by our founding fathers which would include preserving
inter-community relationship. The "GOM" further said: "A
strong sense of nationalism and good governance also
fonn an integral part ofnational security; as does the ability
to retain political and economic sovereignty and autonomy-

in decision making, in an era of globalization and increasing
econorn ic interdependence".

Of late security has been classified as "traditional"
and "non-traditional". Non-traditional security issues
(N'lS) like migration. human security. disastet epidemics,
diseases like HIV and AlDs. human trafTicking, small arms,

transnational crime and environmental security are qiven

more attention nolv. Control of epidemics like SARS is no

longer the rvorrv of one country. It affects the entire region.
Sirnilarly the Indonesian "haze" affects all the countries
in the region. Based on this there is even an attempt to
re-define "sovereignty" on the ground that the principle
of non-interference and state sovereignty cannot deal rvith
NTS. As Dr. Surin Pitsuwan, former Thai foreign minisrer
said: "One has to therefore revisit the sanctity of the
concept of sovereignty."

Pressures on national security change quite often
beyond the control of national governments on a

kaleidoscopic pattern in a fast changing "Wired world".
Turbulence in a country has serious security irnplications
on its neighbours as the case of Pakistan/Atghanistan.
Ncpal/lndia, Bangla Desh/lndia and Srilanka/lndia.

i\lr. \'. Balachandran, fornrrrlv Spccial Sccrelar). (labinet
Sreretrrial, Governmenl of lndia. read a paper on l2 October
2{}07 at lhe Annual Conference of the l\laharashtra Regional
Branch of the lndian lnstitute of Public .\dministration on
,1 New Parudignt lor Indian Intennl Seturi4, lllonflgen ent. Since
the topic is of crucial inrportnnce. particularll in the currcnt
contert, ll'c nrcr rvith l\lr. Balachandran's pernrisrion,
reproducing excerpts in four instalments beginning * ith
this one rvhich is an inlroduction to the subject.'l'hc nert
ins(alnrenl nill deal rvith Challenges to Nationrrl Securitl,
- Elitor-
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Cornucopia
Firoze Hirjikaka

India - A Craven Superpower

,1ll thi,y tulk ol'tntliu bec'onring 'worlcl class'rt'ill rentuitt a pipc clreanr, unlil lttcliatr leatler.s gct lhe basic.s right

It is norv proved beyond reasonable doubt. Other
countrics may regard lndia as a world power, but India

itself does not. Time and again, our government cravenly

caves in to the slightest hint of pressure.

After the Ajmer blasts, it was widely suspected that

the nrastermind behind the barbaric act was holed up in
Bangladesh. Bangladesh is recognized internationally as

being a basket case. Yet India, rvith all its clout, put no

real pressure on its puny neighbour to have the culprit
extradited to lndia to face judgment. More recently, a

minister in Malaysia publicly criticized one of our senior

Chief Ministers for speaking out against the maltreatment

of ethnic lndians in Malaysia. ln terms of economic and

rnilitary strength, Malaysia is no match for lndia. Yet the

iVlalaysian government felt emboldened enor.rgh to issue

a public reprinrand to one of our very senior politicians.

Why'? Because. unfortunately. this is the kind of corvardly
reputation lndia has acquired in the international arena.

The latest example is the nervs that the Bangladeshi

rvriter. Taslima Nasreen, has agreed to withdraw certain
passages fionr her autobiography, because they 'ofTended'

some Muslinr firndamentalists. I have no doubt she rvas

pressurized by the lndian government - under the guise

not risking communal tensions. In other lvords, the mighty

lndian state is successfully being held hostage by a bunch

of fanatics. lf there is an easy way out of a difficult situation,

!ou can be sure our government will grab it - no matter

A minor news itern in a recent issue of Thc Times

o.l lrrdiu caught my attention. The report stated that
devotees fi'orn all over the rvorld can now have darshan
of the idols of the Hindu God Vitthal and Goddess Rukntini

merelv by clicking on a rvebsite.

This is nothing new, of course. Tltere are norv

rnnrrnrerable rvebsites, rvhere one can get a clarshan of a

* ide variety ol Hindu Cods and Goddesses. One can even

perfbrrn a pujo over one's mobile phone. Music cotnpanies

how unprincipled and humiliating it may be.

Contrast this with the principled and courageous

stand of the British government in offering state protection

to Salman Rushdie, when Islamic fundamentalists issued

a fatrva against hirn for his novel, Satanic Verses. The
British correctly came to the decision that the right to
freedorn of expression for one of its citizens deserved

protection - even at considerable expense to its
government. Why cannot the lndian governntent provide

sirnilar protection to Taslima Nasreen? After all, it has no

compunction in spending lakhs on Z-plus security for a

nonentity like Sonia Gandhi's son in-law.

All this talk of lndia becoming 'rvorld class' rvill
remainl a pipe dream, until Indian leaders get the basics

right. lt is shameful that - 60 years after attaining
independence - lndians cannot get rid of the ingrained

obsequiousness fbrced on thenr rrnder British rule.

Dornestically. the British masters have been replaced by

megalomaniacal party leaders. Hence, one rvitnesses the

revolting spectacle of politicians f'alling at the feet of their
party supremo. Internationally. lndia is one of the top ten

countries in the rvorld, economically and militarily.
Unfortunately, this reality has not struck home in the

psyche of those who govern us. They have petty. craven

nrinds; and nruch rveaker countries take advantage ofthis
to bully us. It is a shanreful state ofaffairs.

promote cassettes and CDs of bhajans et al. guaranteed

to bring peace and prosperity to )'our home, by the mere

act of playing the CD on yottr home stereo.

I cannot help rvondering if rve are trivializing God

rvith this display ol rank cotnmercialisrn. God has norv

becorne a rnarketable comrlodity - to be bought and sold

like any other product. And it is not as if only nrindless

The Small God of All Things

In ntlt 6pinj6n, religious obeisance, clevotion or vhalever - oJ- any faith - is a personal contmunion

between the intlividual and his l\'laker.
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Rites, Rituals and Festivals
Suman Oak

This year, the Shivalingo at the holy place of Antarnalh melted a\vuy d11e lo Ihe trenrentlotrs increase in lha

nttntber of visiting devotees antl global v,arnring. Then there is the inlended denolishing of the Ranasetu itt

thefar sottth. Theformer is caused bt'the imbalcrnce in nature: lhe latler involves commercial inlerests. Bolh

issues have hurt the religiotrs sensitivities of the Hindu community-. ll/hatever the politicians might regard

them as, it is high time that we, the common people, religious or otherwise, belonging to any religion' should

ntake ttp our minds and decide'whaI we should learnfrom such issues, and lo what extent v'e should let our

faiths and religiosity take hold of our minds and brains.

ike other institutions religion too is a form of
institution - the earliest one for that Inatter - that

evolved out olthe necessity fbr stabilising society

and is a part of its culture. Every culture has two aspects;

the first is intellectually enlightening and the other pertains

to social conduct. The foundation ofthe intellectual aspect

of Indian culture was laid down by our ancient sages. They

strived to progress froln ignorance to knorvledge. The

rebels arnong thern stayed away from the rnadding crowd

and lived in forests to write their Aran-,-akas (literally

rneaning rvorks written in forests). What these sages

discussed, debated and passed on to the later generatiolls

r.vas beyond the understarlding of the cotrtmon people.

The other aspect i.e.. social conduct rvas taken care of
by intelligent but shrervd and sharp men rvith very little

consideration for the lofty' philosophy of the sages. For

a peaceful society they strengthened the social structure

laid dorvn by the Varnashranta system. For the moral

rectitude ofthe nrasses they reinforced ritualistic devotion

by rvriting the Brahntanas that gave concrete shape to

rituals of rvorship and thereby assimilated alnrost all tribes

and their deities into the eclectic Hindu religion. They also

compiled the Srrrilis in order to lock the society irtto one

socio-econontic-administrative fiamervork.

With all these schetnes and strategies, they

managed to engender a peculiar mass psyche i.e. uncritical

belief and uncomplaining acceptance of one's lot- Most

ofus accept the role assigned to us and faithfully observe

all traditionally inherited customs and ritr.rals. We are

annoyed if any one causes any interf'erence in these

practices. Social conduct basc-d on uncritical beliefrvhich
is not restrained by intellect, leads to unrest in society. lt
gets colnrnercialized leaving no place for tnoral values and

ethical behaviour that depends lllore oll conscience than

on religiosity or religious dicta. Our outlook still rernains

other rvorldly because of ottr u'eak psvclte and intellectual

inertia despite the fact that the right of evc-ry Indian to

education is enshrined in India's Constitution and many

of us are educated.

\\/e have to overcorlte this rveakness and inertia

and start thinking afresh about our customs and rituals

and especially those rituals and religious observances

forced upon our women to keep thern chained 
"vithin 

tlre

four rvalls of the home. All that is harrriful and degrading

to human dignity should be discarded forthwith. retaining

the healthy practices necessary for etnotional development.

The Indian mind is not content with the 3.3 rnilliort

Hindu gods rvith additional gods of other trronotheist

religions, all dwelling in the other rvorld. So rve instal deities

in the earthly rivers, mountains stones, anirnals, trees. souls

ofthe departed, ghosts, saints, fakirs and rvhat not. Instead

of conserving the revered rivers. ntountains' trees and

aninrals we ruin them in the narne of religion. All the more

annoying are the suddenly propping up temples of sonte

'Swayanbhu ' (self-born) deity in the shape of a stone

smeared with red lead. The faithful gullible start rvorshiping

the deity and the temple priest secures profitable means

of livelihood. Sonrewhere else a beautiful cloth is spread

over a road side tomb and it suddenly becomes very

popular as a Peer that answers people's vows. ln every

religion there are plenty of Babas' Buvas, Bhagv'utts,

Avalias, dead or alive, all rvith superhtlman po\\'ers.

Religious fanatics who are out to ctlt the throats of people

of faiths other than their own eagerly look up to all these

Babas for solace. Those who advocate conserving the

original pristine nature of their own religion do not bother

about this intrusion of alien deities, Babus and rituals;

on the contrary a conflict flares up if the administration

curbs a ritual that causes a law and order situation. For

instance when carrying coconuts and other stuff for

rvorship at Munrbai's Siddhivina,"-ak tenrple rvas birnncd

as a safety lneasure, there was a hue and cr1'dernandin-e

resignation of the government.

The intention, here. is not to condcmn all rites.

rituals and festivals outright but to look at their utilit)'.

propriety and necessitv criticalll'. and loosen their grip

on the minds of our people. With this end in view I intend

to intbrming readers of Freedom First to be published in

its issue duirng the month in whiclt such a ritual/festival
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occurs. This will largely be an examination of the
observation of such festivals by Maharashtrian Hindus.
The limitations of this writer is the cause of this narrow
regional focus. We begin with Makarasanrali that is

This festival occurs in the month of Paush,
according to the Hindu calendar, corresponding to January.

The duration of this festival is supposed to be a 'Punya
Parva' i.e. a period during in which a good action confers
especial merit upon the perforrner. On this day the sun

enters the Makar rashi. the zodiac sign Capricorn. This
is the only festival that is based not on the lunar but the
solar calendar and therefore falls each year on the l4th
of January'. When the surl rnoves tolvards the north it is

Utlarayan and when it moves towards the south it is

Dakshinayan. Even a school child knows that the sun

remains steady with respect to the earth; it appears to be
moving towards tlre north or south because the earth's
axis of rotation is inclined. This apparent movement of
the sun brings about change in the climates on the earth
and in the duration of day and night.

Sankrant is a purell, natural phenorrenon. There
is no harnr in celebrating it as a festival ofjoy since it
indicates the end of long nights and the beginning of longer
and brighter days and hints the end ofthe severe rvinter
and the approaching spring round the corner. This is all
the rnore important for those in the colder northern region.
But the compilers of our Puranas have turned this pure
and simple joyful event into one originating fiorn
mvtho.logical legends. Very briefly one mythical story tell

Hema Rishi undertook a long and severe penance
at Kumbhakonam. Pleased with it the god Sharangapani

appeared before him on this day and hence the
celebrations. In Madura the God Sundareshan appeared
in the guise of a magician and fed sugarcane to the
stone statue ofan elephant. Sadly the living elephants
as also men of today are not as pious as the stone
elephant of the bygone era to be fed by the god
Sharangapani. When the importance of the goddess
Siatli increased Makara Sankraman became goddess

Sttnkranti. She is said to have killed the demon
Sonkarssur on this day.

Florvever the benevolent goddess Sonkranti wlto
destroys demons, is depicted in every l-lindu Almanac in
a very queer fashion. She looms large spreading over seven

Yojanas, i.e. roughly 35 rniles; slre has a broad nrouth rvith
thick lips, a hugely long nose. one mouth and nine arms:

observed in January. The information has been mainly
drarvn from the two books; Bharateeya Sanskriti Kosh
edited by Pandit Mahadeva Shastri Joshi and Aryanchya
Sanancha Prachin va Arvachin ltihas by Rigvedi.

she has a frightful and hideous masculine countenance.
In short she looks tenible. Every year she rides a different
animal, carries a different weapon. Every yeaq her Tilak -
the rnark on her forehead, Jyoti - the flame, foodstuffthat
she prefers, the dinner plate in which she eats, etc., change.

She does not grow older but her age and her corporeal
state changes every year. She acquires a new name each
year. All this is given in the Panchan-e - the Hindu
Alnranac in the beginning of the year. So we come to knorv
in advance what commodity is going to be costly, what
will be plentiful, where calamities will strike.

This year the sun will enter the zodiac sign of
Capricorn at 7 minutes past midnight on January l4 (i.e.
00 07 AM on l5th Jan. 2008). The auspicious period rvill
therefore connrence at sunrise on the l5th and last till
sunset. 'lhis year's Sankranti is attired in red clothes. holds
a borv and arrorv for her weapon and a leafofthe sacred
Bcl tree for fragrance. She is in a sitting posture, drinking
milk. She adorns a Gomed (a pale orange stone) ornament
and belongs to the class of beasts. She comes from the
south and proceeds towards north looking in the north-
east direction.

During this auspicious period Hindus are supposed
to bathe in the sea or a sacred river like the Ganges and

donate part of their wealth to Brahmins. Before bathing
they are supposed to apply a paste of sesame seeds all
over their bodies. lmagine the amount of sesame paste
rvashed in our sacred rivers ifall Hindus decide to observe
this dictum religiously! The priestly Brahmins are offered
rice and sesame seeds on this day. Sesame oil is used to
light the lamps in Lord Shiva's temples offering rice and
sesame seeds. In Maharashtra married women (whose
husbands are alive) offer small earthen pots containing
sugarcane pieces, wheat, cloves ofturmeric roots, cotton
and coins to Bralrnrins and other married women. Such
pots might have been useful for storing things in small
quantities in the ancient days rvhen nretal cqntainers were
not available. Their utility value norv is practically zero
brrt the rvasteful practice conlinues.

There are sorne good custorns like distributing Tilgul
to all friends and rivals alike. The lil (Sesame) in the Tilgul

Makarsankranti
The return of'the sun fron, Ihe lropic o/'Capricorn low'arcls nor!h is celebrated in Intlia as a Jbstival of

ioy promoting cantaraderie and burying old rivalries.
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Fluman Development Index and Gross National Happiness

Sadanand B. Kumta

Gross National Happiness (GNH) was a term coined by Bhutan's King .Iigme Wangchuck in 1972

I ll of us are familiar with Sensex and economic growh.
f'LPerhaps less familiar are we with Human Development
lndex (HDI) and even still less with Gross National
Happiness (CNH). Surprisingly both these tenns originated
in Asia. HDI was developed by Pakistani economist
Mahbub ul Haq. lt rvas accepted by United Nations and

LINDP regularly publishes its report on HDI every year.

The latest report was out on 9th November 2006. CNH
was a term coined by Bhutan's King Jigrrre Wangchuck
in 19'12. Let us have a closer look at these terms.

What is HDI? lt is composite index measuring three
parameters: Health, Education and Literacy. and Standard
of Living.lt should be obvious that it is not a comprehensive
nreasure ofhurnan developnrent. lndia ranks as lorv as 126

out of 177 countries listed. Ranking is in three rnain
categories: Those with high values frorn I to 0.8, Mediurn
values (0.799 to 0.6) and Lorv (0.599 and less). lndia has

a rnedium score of 0.611 and is ranked l26th. Nonva1,,
Australia, Canada and Sweden have high FIDIs (values
above 0.95) followed by Japan and USA. Mauritius rvith
HDI of 0.8 ranks 63rd. ln the medium category, Sri
Lanka(93rd at 0.755), China (8 lst at 0.768), Iran (96th at

0.746), and South Afiica (l2list at 0.653) are above us.

Pakistan ranks below us at 134.

Parametric details:

Health:

Health very much depends on availability of clean drinking
rvater and good sanitation. Nearly two{hirds of lndia's
population has no access to sanitation even today. Of
the 1.8 million deaths due to diarrhea in the rvorld.0.4-5
nrillion are fiom lndia. Good govemance and efficient rvater

nlanageulent are our real problenrs.

Life Expectancy:

Life expectancy in lndia has irnproved- It is now 63.6 years.

In Japan, it is 82.8 years.

Happiness:

Vanuta a Pacific island. heads the list in Happiness at

No.l, Irrdia stands at No.6l. Bhutan at 13, Sri l..anka 15,

China 31, Pakistan ll2. Japan 95. U.K. 108 and USA at

150.

It is apparent frorn the above, that Happy Planet lndex
does not exhibit any co-relation rvith Human Developrnent
Index.

l\lR. S..\l);INAND B. Ktll\lTA, formerll' Director of 'Iechnical

Education, Cujarat.
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Of Leaders and Netas

Kusum Choppra

Rentember the "Let u lrunclred ros'es bloont" of'yore? I4thy not in India'?

Developing Young Leaders ..

The Lead India campaign is no doubt a welcome
initiative. But why are we limiting ourselves to discover
one leader for all of India? Is that possible, rvhen our
country is so huge with so many disparate elements, each

of which presents problems which need solutions specially
tailored to them.

When rve are saluting all these young people, each

of r.lhorl has attained excellence in the effbrt thev are

niaking rvithin their social anrbit, why not endorse their
efforts rvith concrete support. Irnagine the lndia ten years

down the road with not one but eight or ten energetic
voung leaders rvorking in their respective arenas and

coordinating with each other.

Such efforts go out irr concerrtric circles of
developnrent and rve nral just see such leaders ernerge
not -just irr eight or ten nrajor cities. but also perhaps at

each district level or even lou'er in a true spirit of Ciral
De lndiat.

... and The antics of rVela.r

Woe to India the day that the netas'
ambitions overshadorv national interests.
Sixty years ago, the Father of the Nation
rvanted to see his Jarvaharlal become Prime
N4inister before he died. Lo and behold, lndia
took birth as a truncated state, scoured by
the ravages of mass nrurder in the Partition.

We then had a Prime Minister.
Vajpa-v"ee rvho aspired to a Nobel Peace Prize.

Was that perhaps rvhy rve were manoeuvred

through a "rvaC' and later a grandstand peace

rvith Pakistan, rvhich rvas aborted thanks to
the rnachinations reputedly by his orvn

iealor.rs teammate?

Now rve are rvitness to another
desperate bid for prinre nrinistership (beforc

I die) atternpt. The dramatic announcetltent

of a prime ministerial candidate rvhett no

elections have been callcd, the self-sante
canclidate whose candidature was refuted the

12

last tirne it was raised, by the "elder statesman and former
prime minister" who has not yet accepted the candidature

- only said to have been done so, by sources!

The same sources rvho have perhaps released the

desperate election-eve endorsement of Narendra Modi by
Atal Bihari Vajpayee rvho has hitherto been resolute in
not doing so. So long as the advertisement does its
election eve magic, what does it matter if the Leader later
refutes it, eh?

Many Gujaratis will recall that in the afterrnath of
the2002 Godhra genocide, Vajpayee had mourned "What
face will I take abroad?" right here in Ahmedabad. A few
rveeks later. at a party shorv, he did his fanrous about ttlrn,
refusing to acknowledge any rvrongdoing in Gujarat.

Why this Advani desperation? Is it rnerely to
achieve prinre ministership or perhaps to rvard offthe latent

threat from lhe Hitrdutva fury he himself unleashed t'irst
on lndia and then on Gujarat, rvhich norv threatens to
overtake and outstrip him?

Kl.lSL,i\l CTIOPPRA is a freelance journalist.
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Book Review
i li.

There is a charming legend about horv

the Zoroastrians rvho arrived in Sanian

in south Gujarat fiorn Persia. nearly a

thousand years ago got permission to

settle down in our country. The local
ruler sent a bowl of rnilk filled to the brirn to indicate that

there rvas no space in his cottntry. 1'he leader of the

Zoroastrians added sugar and sent the borvl back

indicating that like the sugar sweetening the milk the

refugees rvould merge with the local society and add value

to it. The Parsees have been true to this spirit over the

centuries. I wonder rvhether there is any other comnrttnity
in the world where so much contribution in so many spheres

of human activity have come fronr so ferv.

This 84 page booklet by Feroza H. Scervai, rvho

u'as married to the late ll. M. Seervai, fbrlner Advocate
General of Maharashtra, is a delightful exanrple of the

Zoroastrians' spirit of holding high values and displaying

the never say die spirit. Corruption in public life is a sad

reality oflndia today, but so long as there are people like
Feroza H Seervai, there is hope. This booklet is very
elegantly written, full of anecdotes but with a cotrtrnon

serious thread. The entire ntessage ofthe booklet has been

spelt out in the Epilogue. In short, this book is a distilled
essence of the rvisdom of Feroza rvho for (r0 years has

been a voluntary social lvorker and rvho have been

rvinning rvithout leading to corruption. Her advice tbr action

is clear. To list a few:

"1. Be prepared to give tirne and effort.
2. Do intensive homework, i.e. study the lnatter

thoroughly
3. Persist, persist and persist. Don't give up and don't

give in when obstacles appear (almost a florv back

to Churchill's advice to the students of his ahna mater,

never give up, never give up, never never give up!)
4. Seek transparency, for the citizen lras the right to

knorv; exercise your right to inlbrnration.
-5. Recognize different types of corruption. and don't oll-er

to do a favour if or tvlrett vour uork is done. lbr the

olficial has done no more than he or she is there to

do - but at the salne tinre lre sure )'or'l arc not asking

for ntore than rvhat ought to be dottc.

6. Argue with tacts and tigures .. in this yottr hotnervork

is crucial.
7. See the top persolt concerned rvith thc business ilt

hand: do not be fobbed olT by underlings, u'ho are

WINNING WITHOUT CORRUPTION by Feroza H. Seervai o Published by Public Concern for

Governance Trust, B/2, Mahalaxlni Chanrbers,22 Bhulabhai Desai Road, Mumbai 400026 I Year

of Publication 2006 o Pages 84 o Price: Rs.l80

Revierved by Mr. N. Vittal, formerly Chief Vigilance Commissioner, Government of India.

naturally not authorized to make necessary decisions.

8. Whenever you suspect that unauthorized work is

being carried out somewhere. apply to the relevant

authorities, to knorv whether the requisite sanction

rvas sought. is pending or was granted."

Feroza's never say die spirit and commitment to

be on the side of good against evil comes through. even

though she underlines the fact that she is an atheist. One

charrning aspect of this book is the anecdotes sprinkled
across rvith interesting insights. Take her encounter rvith

the redoubtable Morarji Desai. Ata party, attended by the

then Chief Minister, Morarji Desai, she introduced her

husband Homi Seervai, who had till then not met him. "l
said to Mr. Desai, "Would you like me to introduce to

you our new Advocate General?" Mr. Desai turned to (or

should I say turned on?) Homi and said, "Earlier this vear.

your rvife gave me a threat!" Honri with his customarl'
calrnness, replied, "Well, Sir, I quite agreed with the vierv

she took"

On a much earlier occasion, when the Mantralaya

building was yet to be the seat of the state government.

and Morarji Desai, then Finance Minister, sat in the old

Secretariat (norv the Ciry Civil Court Building). Feroza had

occasion to meet him a few limes - "l can't remember lor
what purpose. I kept arguing with him. Then he asked

me, 'Did you teach your husband to argue, or did he teach

you?' I ansrvered, 'We both had Professor D'Andrade as

teacher, and I also had Dr. Lawande as my professor"

Above all, this is a very timely and effective action-

packed book. It has a message of optimism and explodes

rnany of the pessimistic myths held by rnany people in

the country today. For example after her successful delence

of Princess Victoria Mary Gymkhana's land, she sums up:

" Ihis is how at every step, we dispelled the superstitions

that there could not be a successful outcomc in

Governnrent matters r.vithout inducenlents; that the iong

arrrr of the Coverntnent and Municipal Machinery can

squeeze its cilizens - in particular, elderly ladies - and

that Covernnrent and the Municipal Corporation can have

it their waY at evel'y turn".

Right through this little booklet. the charnring

doughty personality of Feroza Seervai shines through and

leaves the reader in a spirit of cheerful optimisrn and greater

detcnnination in tlghting corruption.
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Nandigram - Indiats Kronstadt ftont'd. from p.t)

Socialist parties . The right of assembly, and freedom for
trade union and peasant organizations o The liberation
of all political prisoners of the Socialist parties, and of all
inrprisoned u'orkers and peasants, soldiers and sailors
belonging to working class and peasant organizations r
-l'he 

abolition of all political sections in the armed forces

r The irnmediate abolition of the militia detachments set

up between towns and countryside o The equalisation
of rations for all workers, except those engaged in

dangerous or unhealthy jobs r The abolition of Party

combat detachments in all military groups. The abolition
ol Party guards in factories and enterprises o The granting

to the peasants of freedom of action on their own soil,

and of the right to own cattle. We request that all military
units and officer trainee groups associate themselves with
this resolution.

Can any sane person, true socialist and genuine

democrat hold these to be anti-people, anti-country
demands? But to communists any one questioning them

is a fascist, a stooge of America, anenemy of the people

and so deserves to be eliminated as vermin.

DR. T. H. CHOWDARY is Director. Center for Telecom
l\lanegement & Studies and Chairman, Pragna Bharati,
Andhra Pradesh and formerly Chairmen & Managing
Direclor, Videsh Sanchar Nigam Lld. E-l\fail:
hanuman.chowdary@tcs.conr & thc@satyam.com

Cornucopia konr'd. fron p.1)

idiots are taken in by these advertising gimmicks. I knorv

some highly educated professionals who are hooked onto
these quick fixes to attain nirvana. How they can imagine

that this shortcut devotion might actually influence the

Almighty. totally foxes me.

In rny opinion, religious obeisance, devotion or
n hatever - of any faith - is a personal communion between

an individual and his Maker. A short prayer, uttered with
sincerity, ivould make a far more porverful impact than long

distance aurtis, or ostentatious displays of rvealth, in the

guise of devotion. I read recently of a totally ridiculous,
bu1 serious, proposal to install a throne of solid gold fbr
the Shirdi Sai Baba. Amitabh Bachhan regularly donates

frightfully expensive jewellery to various Gods. It is totally
ludicrous to believe that tlre saint would be at all irnpressed,

or pleased, rvith this profligate display of material

ostentation. Surely the super-bhakt.s would be nruch more

certain of obtaining Sai Baba's blessings if they utilized
the same money for genuine charitable works and Bachhan

should be savvy enough to realize that those expensive

baubles are probably disappearing into the pockets ofthe
temple truslees.

I am painfully arvare that we live in a highly
nraterialistic rvorld today. The one tnre god is the acquisition

ol rvealth - by an1' means. We hold nothing sacred; not

even the Almighty. God is said to possess infinite patience,

but even He must be at the end of his tether. ls it any

lvonder, then, that I arn sotnewhat apprehensive about the

flture ol rnankind?

j\tR.FIROZE lllR.l I KAK.\ crn be contrcted 3t
l eon:r rdo8-99rr!1 a hoo.com

Rites, Rituals and Festivals kont'd. fron p.l0)

signifies attachment and affection and the Gul (laggery)
stands tbr kind and pleasant conversation. 'l'he lrlgal is

exchanged expecting affection and pleasant relationship
rvith each other. A similar commendable custom is observed

in the Konkan region. There, married women carry rice
from their orvn homes and put it in a pot of boiling rvater

for cooking it in the neighbour's kitchen for the
neighbour's use. They also put a green coconut in the

neighbours'homes. This give and take promotes
carnaraderie. Another good custom is the Holadi-Kunkunt
cerenrony where r,r'ornen get a chance to knorv each other
and develop friendships. But the drarvback in all these

ceremonies is that widorvs are banned fronr observing or
attending any ol thent.

ln the valleys of the Himalayas they nrake bird-like
shapes fiorn llour and deep fiy them in ghce. Thesc lried

f'lour birds are then hung round the necks of small children.
On the next day'these birds are fed to the crorvs. ln Bengal

Sankrsnt is celebrated as'Tluva '. A sweet called Pishtak
made out of rice porvder, ghee and sugar is distributed.
At Prayag a big crorvd gathers for bathing in the holy
river. Similarly people gather in large numbers to bathe in

the river Tamraparni and in the sea at Vedaranya in the

south. This festival is called Pongol in the south and is
celebrated for three days. Thus the return ofthe sun front
the tropic of Capricorn torvards north is celebrated in India
as a I'estival ofjoy pronroting canraraderie and burying
old rivalries.

llRS StrNl,\N O.\K. relired lecturer on cducntion. SNDT Lini-
versitr'. ,\ssociuted rvith Sreehitukurini, Centre for the Study of
Sociaf (lhange and lhe Anilhashraddhn Nirntoolutt Sartiri. She

is r frtrlance *ritcr in i\larathi and English and has llso
translatrd books fronr English into I\larathi itnd vice-versa.
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From Our Readers
The Nuke Deal

ln July this year '[he Hindu had published in some detail an intervierv its correspondents had rvith national
security chief M. K. Narayananan on the Nuclear Deal. ln the context of our Prime Minister's deep anguish on the

fate of the nuke deal, published in the press on October 24, and appreciative of that interview I wrote the follorving
letter to The Hindu which was not published. Freedom First readers will be interested in the contents of this letter.

"The lasting impression the intervierv is likely to leave is that our motherland's sovereignty is quite safe in the

hands of Prime Minister Manmohan Singh. The picture of President Bush that emerges from this intervierv is that he

is neither buffoonish nor a madcap as most of the cartoonists here and even in the US make him out to be! The top
officials of the US Administration with whom Mr. M. K. Narayanan had (and still have) to deal come out as men and

wornen of stullwho take their office seriously, without bothering themselves about rnedia criticisrn of their day to
day functioning --they appcar indeed to be 'insulated' against it!

"Patriotism, intense patriotism seems to inform the majority of them and not any craving for personal popularity.
As for Mr. M. K. Narayanan himself, reading him in this interview reminds one of seasoned diplomats like late K.P.S.Menon.

the late B. K. Nehru and the present West Bengal Governor, Gopalkrishna Gandhi.

K. Vedamurthy
Chennai.

Dream Sellers

By email one receives rnore lettcrs tlran one cares to keep count, saying you have won nrillions of DMs, Aus.Ss

or Sterling pounds. Letters ofthis kind are best ignored.

But this time round, the letter rvas different. It bore a photograph of Bill Gates stating that the sponsor is

Microsoft Corporation. Microsoft Corporation is reported to have set apart a fund of sixty millions to be distributed
to 75 winners (like me) in various countries picked up by computer.

I rvas given to understand that I had won in the first category ofrvinners a rvhopping Stg. Pounds. 800,000.00.

Horvever, no money rvas clainred fronr me while putting up the claim. Only I rvas to convey rny Bank Srvift Code.

account number details etc., in order to enable them to transfer the amount by TT. Of course for reasons of security
I rvas requested to keep total secrecy in this regard. lf the amount is not claimed rvithin 30 days, the amount rvould

be handed over to some charitable cause. I was informed.

I emailed back: "1'm delighted to receive )'our message. You have surely made it highly convincing supported

by a photograph of Bill Gates. Kindly let me have lirller details to enable me to get to believe in my good luck. Promptll,
lreceived a reply inviting me to London to collect the arnount rvith an aftldavit and a certificate from UK Garning
Cornmission and a non-r'esident tax clearance fronr the Internal Revenue Services rvithin I8 days. In the event. Ianr
unable to personally' conle over to London I have to pass on all the details to thcir pal,ing Bank. (Details of that
paying bank rvere not lirrnished)

I rvonder horv ntany of 1'ou have receivcd this kind of ernail. Obviously, this is no effort to make mone1,. Some
sadist is en-taged firll-time in selling dreams - or is it!

Ekneath Nagarkar
Bangalorr

ck na a I h_na ge rke r,?;) a h oo.cunr
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We deal rvith the killing fields of Nandigram. We arc

especiallv appreciative ofthe role plal'ed hy Gopalkishna Gandhi

lhe Governor ol West Bengal rvho has incurred the rvrath of
lhe communists lor his role as the people's conscience keeper.

What Mr.Gandhi has done is to merely fullll his role as the

Gorernor. The Constitution provides that in certain critical
situations the Governor is vested rvith certain discretionary
powers. Shall rve say that by restricting himself to advising

the state government to handle the Nandigram violence firmly
but rvithin the law and making his orvn distaste fbr rvhat happened

and is happening. publicll' knorvn. he has donc his duty to the

people of lndia rvho have, in a sense. placed hirn there. All
honour to him.

We begin what could be a regular series on Rites, Rituals

and Festivals. Religion has been making a comeback and according

to some analysts, attracting the younger generation to a greater

degree than before. This is both welcome and, at the same time,

a matter ofconcern - depending on the religion concerned and

the levels oftolerance or its opposite that it advocates. Perhaps

rt is tirne (hat we start talking about it. For a beginning rve drarv

attention to th€ underlying truths in our rites. rituals and feslivals.

Just to rertrind )'ou that thc April 2008 issue rrill deal

rvith the future of parlianrentary democrac y and the kind of
political part)' or partics is neecled il India is to survivc as a

liberal democracy.

Renervals have been coming in slorvly, not thick and fast

as we would have liked it to be! lf you are a subscriber and

have received a reminder to renew your subscription do please

attend to the communication and sencl in your renerval cheque

as soon as possible.

The January 2008 issue's (the next one) cover story is
a revierv of the economic reforms in the context of an examination

ofthe four Liberal Budgets released so far and rvhich have been

reported in Freedom Firsr. You are welcome to scnd in your

viervs on the status olthe relorms process, provided lve receive

your contribution (rvhiclr must be briefand focussed) not later

than l0'h January. Only soft copies please at freedom@vsnl.com.

Editor

^ '.,i,tti: '

"tlis (Deve (iorvda's) migration semaphorcd bi' a luckl'

constcllation ofstars in the southern sk1', fionr the iertile fannlands

olKarnataka politics to the treacherous heart ofDellhi. nrarked

the lorvest point in the politics of alternatives".

S. Prasannara.ian. lndia Toda1" December 3

"One man rvith a gun can control 100 rvithout if' Lenin

had said.And they did in Nandigram, as armed CPI(M) cadres

looted. raped and killed hundreds ofpeasants clinging to their

land as rhe police stood by'.

Antara Dev Sen. /fie ll'eek. November 25

Welcome to Britain.But don't rnention briberl' ancl

corruption. This is busincss.

tleading in lhe Guartliatr on the occasion ol'the Saudi

King's visit to England. lJasan Suroor' The LIindu'
November l2

'lhose calling lbr a bo1'cott of Beijing's Olyrnpics are

lbcussing on Cbhina's support for Burma's brutal generals - or

on its continued occupation ofTibet...s'e should also look at

thc riar (fhina treats its orvn citizens in the shadorvs ofthe
llashl' nerv Ol1'mpic sports staditrms

Aiidan llartlel in his article 'lnside China's Secret Jail'
l'or lhc Spec'rator. reproduced in The Asian Age. Octobcr 27

Many Voices
"l think Putin is a dernocrat..-This isn't he democracy

that \\,c rvill ultimately get to -- it's lransitional democracy"

Former President of the Soviet Union Mikhail
Gorbachev. The ll'all Steet Journal published in lhe ilint,

December 3

Why don't you alljoin politics?..Politics is not that bad.

Congress(l) president Sonia Gandhi addressing the
Hindustan Times Leadership Surnmit in Delhi,

Hinduslan lirres. Mumbai, October 26

The sordid spectacle ol billionaires and trilionarf'es
revelling in obscene opulence rvhilst the majoritl' of mankind

arc struggling hard to keep body and sott ltogether makcs a

mockery of the solumn rhetoric of the (UN) Declaration (of
llunran Rights).

Eminent jurist and tbrrner Advocatc General Soli J

Sorab.iec, The Indian Expess December l0

I have been ruling (the state ofGujarat) for seven years

norv. lf a 40 year-old-man or a 70-year-old u'oman are illiterate,

is it my fault? [am responsible only tbr lhose above the age of
l2 years. '[he Congress government is responsible lbr all the

other illiterate people.
Grliarat Chief Minister Narendra lvlodi.

Tlrc Sunday Express, December 9
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