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",4 Lesson For Us
by'V. 8. Karnik

fnHERE IS a lesson for us in the reports that are
t appearing about recent cleveloprnents in China,
It is clear.that China is in the glip of a severe and
widespread famine. For the last three years a number
of nairral calamities havetbefallen that country and
the year 1960 was, according to all reports, the rvorst
amongst the last tlrree. There has been a drop of a
hundred million tons in llis' procluction of food grains.
Naturally, there are grave shortages of food and in
many parts of the countly the people are suffering
the pangs of hunger and starvation. The people oi
China deserve the support and syrnpathy of all in this
hour of their need and-lt is to be hoped that n,r efiolts
will be spared all over the u'orld to render them as
tnuch help as possible.

It is no longer possiblc' to <iismiss these reports of
famine lnd starvation as.hostile propaganda of caplp-
lists nnd imperialists. Thc c,olrmunist nrlers of tli'e
country h:rve been thernselves recluired to state these
facts and openly irdmit their f:rilure on tlic agricultural
front. A communiqtrc issr.recl iLftcr a n-reeting of the
central cttmrnittee of thc Comlnunist Party held in
the n-ricldle of Jrrnuilry' stzrtecl irftcr oliu. that "the
agricultural plan for 1960 rvas not fulfilled bectruse
the country sufiered the most sevel'e naturtrl cala-
mities in a centuly follou'ing upon the serious natural
calamities of 1959." The resolution irdopted at the
mecting irdnrittr'd tlrrrt ri.L'tite r,,,,.1,111t's of foorlstrr[Is
and other essc'ntial commoclities u'r-'rc being cxperi-
enced b1, the pcoplc. Thc firct is itlso borne otrt l-lr'
the efioits thai .ue being macle to secule irnport.s
of foodstufis frorn vnrious iotrntlies.

It is utitulnl for: the comrnunist letrdc'rs to plrice the
entire blame for the situntion on natural calnmities.
There were, no doubt, some grave natural calarnities
Iike foods .ttd 11,phoons ancl draughts. Btrt they clo
not provide an adeqrrirte explunation of t]re sittrirtion
as it has developed. Natrrrirl cllarrities rverc, no
doubt. a contrilrtrtolv frrctor'; tltt' rnain cirusc wAs.
however, the econon'ric :rnd social policies of colnmrr-
nist nrlers. Tlrc' forc'ccl tlrive' tou'irrds indr rstrr'tlisrrtion.
tlrc rx'clorlrhltsis otr lrcrvv rrnrl llrrsic ir-rclrrstrics ar-rrl

the imposition of strch institrrtions i-rs "c'(rllrnuncs al'('
rnairrly lespt-rnsible fc.rr thcr reversos ol tlre iLglicrrltrrrll
an<l iLlso orr tltt.irrrlrrstrirrl lrorrt. It is rrtlrriitr,d tlnri
tlrc'rt, lltvt'lrt'tn I'cvt'r'sr.rs rltt {ltt'litltt't l;'orrI irs r,"t'l].

The cornrnunist rulers cannot, of 
"u*tb", 

admit this.
Rut the changes that they have decided to bring
about are enough to convince a dispassionate observer
that it is those economic and social policies which
are primarily at the root of the present calamity,

The meetrng of the central comrnittee of the Com-
rnunist Party has now decided to concentrate on
irgriculture and light industries and to lessen the
emphasis on capital construction in heavy and basic
industries. A comrnunique issued after tlie meeting
stated: "Iu vielv of the serious natural calamities which
have afiected agricultural production for two succes-
sive years, the whole nation in 196I must concentrate
on strengthening the agricultural front". The pro-
gramme that was dralvn up includes plans "to reduce
capital construction in heavy industry and increase
output of light industry and the supply of consumer
goods and non-staple food-stufis". As is usual in com-
rnunist countries, the meeting also talkecl of "reaction:
alies" ancl "l:ad elements", held thern paltly responsi-
ble for the failures and debided to organise a purge
to rid the society of those enemies.

The r.naterial part of the resolution is the recognition
of the firilule on the agriculturtrl front and the decision
to concentrate on agricultural procluction as the basis

.ifor the cconornic progress of the countly. Concentra-
tion on inclustliulisution, ureirning thereby the develop-
ment of heavy irnd basic industries, has since long
been tlie distinguishing feature of communist plan-
ning. hrvolved in the rapid developnrent of _heavy
industry, cornmunist plaruring has all along paid scant
attention to agriculture and light inclustries. It hbs
consequently resulted in merciless exploitaiion of the
1-rcop)e. and the clcninl to tlrern ttf t'r-en tlie elcrrtcntarl,
arnc.r'rities of civilizecI t'xistcncc. A t<ltiilitariatt s;'stent
of governmcnt e'naltlcrl c'rttrtturtnist rttlcrs ttt imp<lse
thai t1'pc of plirnning. But the stlcitrl larvs of' produc-
tion anii the forces of nature .'vere too strong for them;
ancl they have nos' been lequircd to adrnit that, if
agricultulal development is neglected, there u'ill not
be enouglt foocl for the people ancl enougll f iltt' nlate-
rials forr-nclustfies. Apart frorn the rulers of China, the
rulels of Russia trre also norv learning thrrt lesscln.

Rcccrtly t.lre lattt:r u'crrtr rcqtrirc,t.l ttl lccotlsidcr tlrcir'
,,.,ru.,rul.' policit's arltl ttt cltrciclcr to give thrc irtrptlrt-
rulce t() irgrictrlture itrtcl cotlsrttnt-r gotlcls inthrstlies.
The lcsson is lic:irrg lt'lLrnt lx' tlrt'rrt lrtr{ lrf'tt'r' tlrirqgirrrl
the pt:op1t' tlrrorrrJh lt ltttrqitlot'r' ol' itrhttlrtlttt t'r:ploitrt-
tiorr, lrurl t'irtltit'ss 1.;oiict' rt gitttt'.

(llin u't'. lttr(l ,tt,,l't' llltr'{itrlllit'lv ottr pllltrrlcts, ttoi
Ir.rtrr llr,rt l,'srorr r'.'illtlttt ,-'oitt{ tlt;'rtrrglt ;'ll tlrrrsc

(.t rt'itrtrt ri r,:t j.ti!t i )i
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Bhavn agar C'ongress Convention
by S. R. Mohan Das

fN terms of reporting and coverage, the 66th session
I of the Congress at"Bhavnagar obtained the usual
arid adequate publicity. But in terms of political ana-'

-lysis, very little has been done. This article proposes to
deal with such issues and place thenr for an analysis.

The ffrs! issue is quite ivell-known. This is the role
of r\Ir. Nehru vis-i-vis the ruling party. Perhaps
because it is already so well understood that the Prime
Minister's determiriation of the ruling Party's think-
ins and its functioning are taken for ganted as having
ev"olved into a 'hatuil order of things". The desira-
biliw or otherwise of this situation in the ruling party
in the context of its subscription to democratic and

liberal values, is no longer even discussed.
Mr. Harekrishna Mihtab, the Chief Minister of

Orissa, revealed with great admiratio! tJrat evely
manifesto of the Congrdss Party since 1936 was the
handiwork of Mr. Nehiu. A few years age, Mr. Mahavir
{Vasi. oavinq a similar tribute to Mr' Nehru, extra-

"ir""ntti 
itutEd, "The hand that drafted this muqt be

kisied!"'This time, however, N{r. Nehru was rather
'L-b"i"tt"d at this revelation by Mr.- Nfahtab and

'' hastened to assttre his audience that his role in drafting
the manifestoes rvas only that of a clerk! There was
roarins laushter at this comment of Mr. Nehru!- 

Witit t.r"i " background, it was natural that every
resolution in its seriantic content rvould reflect lvlr'
Neh...'s u'ishes' The resolution on national integration,

"" 
i"t"ig" policy, on planning etc., faithfully t+99d

N{r. Neluu'i views' In 5hort, it rvas not as though the
Prime Minister was implementing or giving shape to
a considered view of t-he Party on any matter, as- it
tft""ii [" *rth any virile derno'cratic party' It was the
other rvav about."-ili" 

S"buucl in-rportant issue thirt exercised-the Party
r";'lh;i;f iraticiral integlation' Implying that forces
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of disintegration rvere becorning dominant,-the reso-
lution called for serious measLrres to prese.w-Sitrrational
unitv. Here asain. NIr. Nehru took tht initt6iive' Two
davi before liis departure to Bhavnagar, addh-s?3sin€ a
meeting in Bombay, Mr. Nehru dramdt@ly -pro'
claimdi "If there is no unity, I am prepare{-io throw
awav evervthinq, even the Five Year Pldns." The
moment Mr. Nlhru said this the issue'developed
enough importance and concern for the Co-lventi9n.
iri.-?r"'j'i'9,6d iita ito"gttt about s,tch stiffi-""s tti6
d;"#;i";;-irt. r""i"b"i s,rbu agitati,on,"'Berubari
Transfer resistance in West Bengal, conflicts between ^\
States over such issues as river water allocations, '

qreater share in projects and project allotments, etc'
" ih"r" issues hive had their impact not only on a

national level but also on the structure and functioqlgg
of the ruling party in the various States. Since tfiere has

always been an equation by the mling party leaders
of th'eir uartv witti the Nation-at-large, its inner'party' '

i;"ii;; ^oft.i" became manifestations of ql\lational"

oltr"""it, r'r'hich so exercised Mr. Nehru as to make
i;il;;;; ei;e .'p the five-vear plans he holds so dear,
and devot6 his eirtire energies to bring abcut unity'

Once again the ruling party and the Prime Minister
were escaping facing of the issue in it-s proper pers-
pective. ftiliig to rialise that many of- the -apparent
inanifestations 

"of conflict lvere natural and normal
;;;;;;t in a heterogenously composed nation like
i"ai". ttt"u attributeJ to these developments a slur
i;hfi o"iv -"a" the party- and-its leader appear self-
riEhteous.'Exhortationi and challenge-s were no long-er

iir?-;;htiorrs fot these questions rvhich needed a radi'
callv different perspective. The art of successfully Pro-
;,.t#;;liv i"tidit the diversitl' of India seemed to
li. it.'i"rraltle .,f e,.crq.tlc'e [l't'ttr cithc' tle fottntirirr- '
head ol'- ranks of the tuling p:u'tr"

In this atmosphere of abstract and verbose Fenera-
lities covering up the failure to understan-d the^pr-o-

i;i;;r;-tk-g1"git group o-nce -a-gai^n 
made a futile

attcrnpt to emerge as a l'eckonabl-e forcc' The ginger

git".,p'-ltt"tt 
-ittd 

toitt""d the -acquiesance 
of the

i"fi"-g partv to the personality.cult of Mr' Nehru' It

"rrr.,,il"ti 
tliat since 

^the partv bosscs rendily echoed

\[r. Nchltr's litre on'"i"ii^ldttt"' ^tt 
it had'to do to

,,,,lrt,irl" th. olglnisatiotr u'its to qather rrnder the

.r'dUr:"U^ of \'lr"Nehm's leadelship' Had he no-t s-uP

;';;;;;J'i1,.,'. ir their clr:mirud fol tfie plinciple of 
-elec-

li".""i""t"ii, iit tt," r'.tttllositiott of tlre \\'orkirrg Conr-

,i'tltt".,t Th,-,r' firilr-'cl t,r r]':'tli:;'' tllrtt f trIrtrrrl acr''c'ptirDce

;i"i;;. u"ilt,t;t liur: .tr trll questions wtrs the rnost

l"ur:.rtier-rt thing to <1o for the party, irnd rvas valid

,,,,ir:'.,,'L,i 
',i, 

alf.,.. |1,,1r,.,, Lr,,r.s,.ir:rl111 ..',rs .:r'rr1ct:r'uetl.

ii'iit,,"oi"e"r-g..,,,1', tried to jrrnrp on the bandwagon

,,r' rit'. j\.'tl,l,,'i']r",'sonrrlitl' tt'iihc'r* his active and open

r'C,;,1i,rir, .l ott ttalr' 71)
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this country and her so-called neutral att

Spying For Friendship

-{f!HE recent uncovering of espionage activities car-
I ried on by the Soviet and other communist diplo-

m?tl;'missions in India serves to underline the basic
sirbversive aims of communist diplomatic represenJ
tativ.es in any countly and the identity of purpose
between Russia and China in spite of the much-
publicised Sino-Soviet difierences on international
issues. The press reports, though perfunctory and deli-
berately vague, have shown unmistakably that there
have been at least two spy-rings in operation for a
Iong time and that both of them have been working
for -the Soviet Union. It i5 reported that one of the
two cases, at present under investigation, goes back
to 1951, that is, the Soviet espionage activity has been
allowed to continue undisturbed for the past nine
years!' The reports indicate that the spying groups
have been trying to secule information about India's
arms and weapons, progress of atomic energy and of
the nelv roads India is building in border areas in the
North since Chinese invasion and occupation of Indian
territory.

The episode is remarkable because- it th,r'orvs reveal-
ing light on the Soviet professions of friendship with
this corrntrv and her so-called ne.utral attitude with

of the-episode by stating, at a press conference last
month, that the secrets sought to be given over "were
of no importance". The reason for this excessive con-
cern of our Government not to embarass the Soviet
Union has been explicitly stated by Mr. Krishna
Ienon, that perennial apologist for the communist

bloc. Addressing a meeting in New Delhi on January
17, Mr. Menon is reported to have said; "I am certain
that when it comes to the issue ( Sino-Indian border
conflict), the Soviet Union would do everything she
can perhaps to resolve it". The patent absurdity of
this rvishftrl thinking needs no comment.

Last Chance fn Algeria

TIHOUGH the lesrrlts of the last rnonth's referendum
I in France did not give General de Gaulle the
cleal and massive support he wanted to hig Algerian
policy, it has, beyond doubt, strengthened his position
ois a pis the u'hite extremists both in France and
Algeria. The magnitude of the Generalis victory has
clearly demonstrated that the country has placed its
full confidence in him to solve the Algerian problem.
With the country behind him and the army in Algeria j!i*,
prepared to cariy out his orders, de Gaulie 

""r, 
"rro* . 'Jft

'Corriit.t", rvith ienewed vigour 
'a.nd 

confidence, his Nru
quest for a peaceful solution. But this can be done
only by recognising the representative character of
the FLN which has equally emerged from the referen-
durn as the truly represntative body of the Algerian
Muslims, rnajority of whom abstained from voting. It
appears that the General has recognised this verdict
and it is reported that secret contacts have already
taken place betv'een the French Govemment and the
Provisional Algerian Government in Tunis.

The Algelian nationalist leaclers this time have,
forhrnately, shown willingness to negotiate with the
French Govemment, thus giving rise to hopes of a
peaceful end to the Algerian war. The Provisional
Algerian Covernment in Tunis has declared that it is
leacly to open negotiations rvith tlre French 3overn-
ment "on the conditions of a free consultation of the
-\lgeriirn people". Tt irrrs no clotrbt rejected the refen-
rltrnr in Aiger:ia ls "organised and controlled by the
Frencir Army", but, nevertheless, it lras emphasised
i,hat there. is in r\lgerin as u'ell as in France "a desire
fr,.r' ir uegotii,rted sohrtion". The studied moderation of
the trlne rrnci ianguage of the cotnntunique, issued by
the Algerian lei,rde.r's on January 16, provides a rcassur-
ing contrast to the beligerent and intransigent attitude
irclopted by both sides in the past. This has grently
helped to create tl.re irropel climirte for tr peaceful
negotiated settlenrent.

Though thele ale still gi'crtt many' nbstacles in the
l,ny, and thev shonld not bc minirnisc'cl, the reirhsation
on l;oth siclr':; that this is. pcr:hitps, thc lrrst cltittrccr tcr
iryirlrr,r]1,",t " .;,.111,",,.'"1 1rr1rl l11;ql f,rilrrt'r' ll,iq litlr'
n'orrld bt' firrul. Jias Irecl it solx'r'ing effr:ct tln lloth.
Alreaciy the threat of the Chinese and Soviet inter-
vcrti,rtr in \oltlt .'\ f lit'tr. i" iilr its tlisils;tt'rlir:: efft't ts r ttt

{

this country and her so-called ne'utral attttude wrth
regard to the Sino-Indian border conflict. N4uch has
been rnade by oul leaders of the Soviet reluctance to
comment on the Chinese violation of our territorial
integrity and theil refusal to support openly tlre
Chinese claims to large chunks of our territory. The
reported Soviet assistance to the Chinese contmunist
regime in the past in constructing strategic roads in
Tibet along the Himalayan borders should have con-
vinced any discriminating observer of the Soviet con-
plicity in the Chinese aggressive designs. But the
Indian Governrnent cho,1e not to doubt the Soviet
bona ficles in tirr: frrce <-rf lhis overu'hclming evidencr:
to the contrary; and s4ren the Chine:;e ftlrcibly occu-
pied thousands of square rniles of our territory, it
hoped tcl defend tlre countty against Chinese aggles-
sion with no otlrer \veaporl t'han that of Indo-Sol'iet
friendship, Btrt the expostu'e of the Soviet espionage
activity has once again shorvn that the Soviet Union
and Red China both have designs agtrinst our colrntry
and that the former is not only an ally but also accom-
plice of the lattet in tlris lespcct,

Unfortunately, the Indian Go','elumctrt c'r,/ell llow
seerns reluctant to face the frrct rrncl drarv the obvious
concltrsion. The excessive cirtttior-r slros'tr b)' the
Governmerit rrnd the o{Eci:ri:;iltuc,r in tlrr: rrrattcr
inspitc of th<' ltrrblicrltior-, ,'I tlrc r'{'1,)r't': j', f}l1' 1lr's5s
about Soviet espionage irctivitl JtA';r.' sltrtrt'Lt lhe srtli<'i-
tude of our leaders for Soviet susceptibilities. Plinre
\finistci.Nc.hrrr. ltesid,'s. tr-ilrl lo rrrirri'.r.li,:i, 1ii" t,.t':lliiv
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internal politics in France and on the French and the
Western position in whole of Africa, has emphasised
the urgenty of the problem and the need for its early
settlement.'It is, therefore, to be hoped that the French
Government as well as the Algerian Nationalist leaders
would show constructive statesmanship and accomo-
dating spirit in order to put an end, once for a[ tq
this ci'ue-l war of attrition and open a new chapter of
cooDerative venture to build a-free and multi-racial
Algiria bound to France with no other ties than those
of friendship,

Reversal OI A Trend?

fT is strange that very little notice has been taken in
I the country of the arrest in Russia of Madame
Olga Ivinskaya, the close collaborator of Boris Paster-
na[ and the inspiration behind Lara, the heroine of
Dr, Zioago.It stinds to the credit of Mr. Jayaprakash
Narayan that he amongst all public men in the country
was moved by the nervs and thought it necessary to
issue a nublic statement.

Apart^ from being a collaborator of Pasternak,
Madame Ivinskaya is herself a writer' She had, it
seems, incurred ihe displeasure of communist rulers
bv her literarv nroductions and Pasternak was all
afong afr'aid tliat^the Government might trouble her
aftei his death. His apprehension has now come ttue.
Along with Madame Ivinskaya, the Government have -

also arrested her young daughter.
These arrests and th-e subiequent sentbnce of eight

years' imprisonment inficted dpon Madame Ivinskaya
iemind one of the cruel poh6e regime that existed
under Stalin. There were indications during the last
few years that undel the nerv rulers a less repressive
regirire w'irs ilt lirst emerging in Russia. Do the arrests
an-d the savage sentence indicate a reversal of that
trend? Mr. jayaprakash Narayan has raised that
ouestion. He has stated that the arrests "must come
a's a terrible shock to those of us in this country who
had pinned considerable hope on the dim beginning
of a nefr enlightenment in that country".

It is to be l-ropecl that the nes' rulers of Russia rvill
have some regard fol the conscience of the s'orld. It
is bound to be shocked and outraged by tlie arrests
and the sentences inflicted upon l\4adame Ivinskaya
and her daughter after a secret triul.

Djilas Freed

fT is lrealtening to note that the Yugt-rslav Goveltt-
I ment released N'Ir. \{ilovan Djilas from jail on

January 20. The ne'uvs of his rele.ase u'ill be welcomed
by freedom-loving people :rll over the worlcl. tr'lr.
Djilas, the forrnel Vice-President of Yugoslavirr, rvas
arrested oD November 19, 1956 nncl sentenced, at a

secrct triirl. to tlilce vcitls' iritpnstttttttt'tlt. The: clrargc
aglinst hini u'as thrrt hc ltrrd carricrl on liostile acti-
vities aqairr.;t tht' Strrte. TIre: Ytrqosl,tt' Govt'ruurt'nt u'irs
particrrliLllr. rrugt'r'ccl ll1' 1ri. urtjclc' ort the FIuri{itriatt

4

revolution published in the American socia\tiveekly,
Neu Leuder. Even before that, Djilas had fallen from
grace; he was expelled from the-P*ty and deprive{
6t ns privileges iir fg54 for his outsp&en criticism ot
the btieaucrEti" tyr"rrr,y established by the Gommul
nist Party. But undaunied by the restrictioaq placed
on his activities and persecution he had to sufrer be-
cause of his heresy, Mr. Diilas continued to p.lopound
his views in his writings and utterances. Thgpommg'
nist dictatorship of Yugoslavia naturally couldfiot tolii-\
rate his anti-pirty, aid therefote atrii-state,1g,9.1ivi!j1
especially after the rude shock of the Pdlish and
Hirngariin uprisings. It is a tribute to his cotuage of
conviction 

"tri 
d"'iotion to the cause of fre<tilbm-that

Mr. Djilas refused to be intimidated or silenced in
spite of the hardships he had to undergo.-The 

Yugoslav Government, it is rep-orted, lhas'qet
hirn at liberty "conditionally''. It is wellknorq4rthat he
has been keeping indifferent health for qu{!e some
time; this migit iuu" pto*pted the YugoJI-a* autho'
rities to free him. l,lr. piilri is, in a sense, a symbol
of the unquenchable spiiit of freedom which refuses
to be smofhered even.r-ttd"t a communist dictatorship.
By releasing him, though belatedly, Tito and his col-
leagues haie only mitigated, to some extdnt, the
harihness of the inequitous treatment meted out to
him.

Power Blocs In Africa

fT is rather a sad corhinentary on the present iealities
I of international politics, and especially in Africa
narticularlv. that even before the whole of the
iontinent 'could become free from colonial bond-
&Be, there have emerged rival gro-ups of inde-
p6ndent African countries competing for the leader-
ihip of Africa. There are already tr,vo rival groups
of ^ countries making efforts at inter-African co-
operation and tackliig current African problems in
tlie lieht of their own ideologies and past experience.
The s"roup led bv Ivory Coasi and Senegal consists of
12 co"untfres, all of them former French colonies. The
other group, lecl by Ghana ancl the United Arab
Retrublic, inclucles, besicles tl.ic' tu'o, Guiuetr, Morocco,
l,lali, tibya ancl the Provisionul Algerian Government.
These two groups had their separale" "summit" confe'
rences receitlv.^The first was lield at Brazzaville, capi-
tal of the former French Congo, while tlie latter was
held at Casablanca in N'Iorocco.

The Brazzaville conference decided to take steps

tor,vards closcr cooperation between their members in

"otiii"nt 
and econdmic matters and even discussed the

i."ritrititu of l ctlrnrnon defence programme. At the
Casablarica conferettce' sirnilarly, the other grouP
decidecl to "co<lperate in political, economic, culfural
a"J militaty affn;rt" nncl io set up -an African .High
C,rrllnlatl,l t't,, 

"tlrt,." 
tlrrl cornrnori clefense of A{riqr

"o,,i,ir'i',,Jg,"rrii,ti." 
Theisc trvri lival groups' with their

.,inflictinq runbitiorrs, rtrc tlrrrs cotnpciing for. the
rrlloqirrrrr":'rt tlte Africrrrr pcoplc irr qetrerll Tllev have

fCl,'rrliriur:c/ ,rtt i'agc 57
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way of life with its sacred principle of free competi-
tion is thus flagrantly violated and no party has been
able to end the policy for fear of losing the.farmer's
vote,

In India, even grave excesses committed by the
administration like police firing ending in the death
of dozens of citizens have been refused judicial review
for fear of revealing the extent of the enormity indulg-

. ed in. The unprecedented provincial jealousy in Assam
issuing in riot and alson to drive a section of popula-
tion oirt of the State has escaped inquiry and punish-
ment for fear of losing party popularity.

In the financial sphere, the way in which the ruling
party is collecting campaign funds from industrialists
has been a scandal.

The narrow-minded feelings of caste solidarity
have had such a field day since independence that
all ideals of integral nationalisrn and individual merit
have been shamefully jettisonned. The natural pro-
cess of transcending tribalism and extending social
comoetition and emulation to the whole arena of the
nati6n, under the principle that every one in the
nation is to have ati eqr.,il chance on ihe ground of
merit and service, has been halted by patty men rally-
ing caste support in return for jobs and other favours'

Tndeed th^dextent of dissatisfaction with the role of
the ruling party is so great today that many fear that
India too rnay follow (suddenly without walning) the
lvay of the lest the newly independent countries of
Asia and succumb to dictaiorship-. The situation today
here is not much superior to that of the regime of
Chiang Kai Shek on the eve of the communist take-
over in 1949.

What then is the remedy? N4r. Narayans suggestion
is that of jettisonning farty altogether. What the
administration in a demolracy nbeds is a number of
reprcsentatives of the people to whom the tasks of
u(ivenrrnent itre to be cntlristecl. It has been the solid
i'est lt of historl' that no individual or family ca-n be
entrusted pelminently with the powers-and privileges
of governinent. Power corrupts and absolute p-ower
corr"upts absolutely. Monarchies, aristocracies or oligar-
chies^belong to tlie immaturity of political evolution-

People's r:epresentatives elecied on the widest fran-
chise possibl-e should elect the governors of the
countri. watch their policies and doings from day to
day and clismiss them if thel' n1" found unworthy or
incornpetetrt. Democracy has come into existence to
enforcl such responsibility on the holdels of pow^er.,

Representatir'6s also iritelplet,the interests of the
1r",,pL, ,,n.1 hcrlp irt tlanslatjirg thern into practicable
i,',li.i.t lti.,rrr tilri,' ttl titt.tr.r. 'fltr: pcmlancnt civil ser-
i'rurt s,ill not t'ottct'rtl himself rvith policy making but
s'ill occtrpy hinrself s'ith the expert task- of realising
pr,lit'r. i,, ii,c 1[3firils oI aclrriinistiatiou. 'I'hc corlbina-

Towards Pa rty-less Democra cy
by M. A. Venkata Rao

ftISfngSSED by the Himalayan- evils that have
Ll 'ss1l,rpted public life and aiministration during
these years of self-rule, thoughtful people are slrgges-
ting a form of parliamentary democracy without the
paiy system. Tie late Mr.'M. N. Roy had worked
out the idea in some detail. And now Mr. Jayaprakash
Narayan is mobilising public opinion by means of
seminars and the circulation of concrete proposals
among uncommitted thinkers.

The first question whether such a !/stem is desirable
does not ne6d much persuasion to those aware of the
evils that the party Jystem has brought in its wake'
The first ""rnilty'it that of moral -and intellectual
conscience. The 

-party w$p demands -loyal support
even when the member disapproves of the measure
under contention. The fear of losing his parliamentary
seat with the defeat of the party ( that has been won
at great expense) brings many- a member to heel.
Maiority ruli is prostituted too often to pass measures
to ivin'the sufifoge of the people or a class of the
people, like the istronomicil subsidies paid in the
USA to farmers to refrain from producing too much,
whether grains or comme,rcial"crops' The American

_._-__-___:____;
(Contimred' from Page 4)

been fonned under the stimulus of issues facing
Africa now, viz., the Congo, the French atomic ex-
plosion in Sahara and lvlauritania.- The Brazzaville group is generally moderate in its
outlook and pro-W6st iir its -policies.- They desire the
Alserian issue to be decided through peaceful nego-
tialions and, in the Congo, they are backing Presid,ent
Kasavubu as against Patrice Lumumba' On the other
hand, the Casiblanca group is more militant in its
postures and more vociferous in its proclamations. Its
'"ttitode has been militantly anti-West bordering, in
case of Guinetr, on fellorV'travelling with the commtl-
nist bloc. It wants to help the Algerian ntrtionalist
r"b"tt actively by sending*volunteers" from outside'
b"r it is less homogetteoui than the Blazzaville grotlP,

"r 
itt"t" is rivalry "between Nasser and Nkrumah for

the leadership arid there is no real untrnimity illllong
its members on the question of the continuance of the
U-.N, ttoopt in the io.rgo, and on- the -attitude to be
adoptetl tbwards Nlatrritania trnd Israel.- ih. countries like Nigeria, Tunisia, Liberia, Sudan

ancl Etliiopia have remained outside these groups, but

"rc set e.illy moderate in their policies and want to
UrinE-tog"ther these lival gr<-rufs in the intercst of
Afriian inity. The slral-re o1 politics irr Africir verv
.rr"il ,1"1r"n'd, .,t-t the Ttrtrrrc collrsc of action and

influence-of these various grotlps but, in the rlrean-
*trit". the ernerqence of these rival gloups of cour.rtrics
li,ir 

-i.'n.l"tecl -tlic talk of "-A.fi'iciur rttritr:' cititt'
nreaningless.

'-{
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tion of the amateur representative and expert admini-
strator has been found beneficial in democratic
administration.

These functions can be performed, it is felt by the
sponsors of party-less democracy, without the organi-
sation of rival political parties, each appealing to the
people as if public salvation depended exclusively
on returning them to power in preference to the
others. There is something false and undignified in
such claims. Power shoulilbe conferred unsought on
worthy persons by a discerning public. It should not
be sought with passion and the pledging of exclusive
loyalties to groups.

The party system has been so ingrained everywhere
in the modern world rvhere democracy prevails that
an alternative way of electing and supervising leaders
of government seems unthinkable.

.But there is nothing unthinkable or contrary to
human nature or political actuality or possibility in
the idea of democracy without parties.

It is suggested that voters' associations be formed
jn each polling booth area. Voters in such areas will
meet some time before the elections and discuss
the several ideas, principles and policies before the
public mind from the standpoint of immediate reali-
iation by the next government to be elected. Teachers,
political thinkers and men of experience in every line-
doctors, lawyers, cooperators, merchants, industrialists .

and workers sufficiently awake to the appeal of public
questions and good government will bring their minds
and experience to bear on current ideas.

The small comnurnitg of the polling booth district
will revive the prinwry convtutnitq corresponding to
the village panchayat community.

They may function like a club with deptrrtments to
€ater to the other interests of cultule :rnd develop tr

face-to-face community in rvhich members get inter-
ested in each other as full persons and not merely
representatives of a narrow line of business or occupa-
tion. Democracy in government by public discussion
and the voters' association can provide a forum for'
discussfon and healdry clash of ideas from all points
of vierv. Abstract ideas from books rrnd accclunts of
experience fronr other countries nriry be tested in the
light of common sense, experience irnd current needs
of the country as they appear to the voters.

The function performed by the party of formulating
.clear-cut programmes out of the floating '"velter of
ideas and proposals may be performed by leading
members of the voters' association. Voters' associations
from all the different districts of the city may rneet
periodically for discussion so that ideas could be pool-
ed and curLents of public opinion rnay pervade the
r,vhole city in all tlie constitiencies. Mr. Jayaprakash
Narayan envisirges full discussion :rnd the canvass of
all relevant icleas llut u,itbout the distolting iufluence
of party. Icleas u'ill be cliscussecl rrncl t-rrtertairtetl on
their o\\,n rnelit irs afforcling guiclirnce to 1xrlic,v
rnitkers.

One greirt advantaqe of this svstem if adoptecl is
thrrt thc peoplc o{ thc: lociLlitl' ci.ur rrrcct as cili:r)rs
u'ithout incurring thr: clisplcasrrre oI rrrling parties. At

6

presentmanypeople,particularlyfromthe.commer
cial and industrial classes, are afraid of seeming to
support opposition parties. I know of authentic cases
rvhere the polile_ liave called qpon wealthy people
who had attended meetings of the Swatantra or Jana
Sangh parties on the pretext of private enquiries.
There is intimidation at many levels and in difierent
degrees today vitiating the atmosphere. A party-less
democracy will certainly clear the air. In fact, soin6
prominent members of the suburbs in many cities have
asked for such non-party associations undel'whose
auspices they could ill rireet and hear the.views of
difierent leaders without fear of seeming to support
the opposition.

The voters' association will function all the time
following current problems, Indian and foreign, as.a
discussion club but at election time, it will consider the
choice of representatives. Mr. Narayan sugiests that '
each voters' association might nominate three'of their
members. All these memberi from all the constituencies i )
can then meet in an elcctoral college which will
nominate candidates. The scramble for tickets so de'
leterious to political morals will be eliminated.

To provide choice, they will have to nominate three
or four persons for each constituency as competirg -{
candidates. They will have become known to each
other through the meetings of the voters association
held throughout the year. People with clear views and
with a capacity for forceful expression will easily
stand out from,the rest of the citizen body.

The elections will perform the final function of
choosing the legislato.t'. Th" legislators, say'iome 200
in num6er in thi States of the Union, will then choose
the Ministers by election from arnong themselves. The
oresent svstem of the party choosing the Chief Minister
ind he norninating his colleagues will not be resorted
to, naturally, in the absence of parties-' All Ministers

-ilt be elected by the rvhole body of le,-gislators who
will all have equal status. A chief will be choosen
by the lr{inisters from among themselves. He will not
hive the power of appointing his colleagues and will
not have much more power than the rest. {--Th; Lgittotott wili cliscuss all relevan-t proposals ' '
and uncleij the leacl of N'Iinistr:rs rvill f<lrrnulirte policies
and programmes for bcing carriecl out in their term
of office."They will not be dividecl into clifferent groups
on the basis of parties each committed to certain plin-
cioles or nartv brogralrlmes. The proglamnles will be

rti*p"a o" thb 'basis of the meriti of ideas from the

tiatidpoi"t of national interest as a rvhole' The deli-
L"t.iio"t will have the character of scientiffc discus-
sion, taking all facts and -possibilities into account'
Administraiive experts and^ special comrnissions for
stuclying difficult and courplex proposuls and questiols
."ltt i"riish the clata ,l""e.i^.y for a wise decision' The

1r.n"",l,tr" of formulating pt<igt,rtt'rnes s'ill not be dis-

i,lrtccl lty t|c' inl,ilrcl unriety to prolnisir rnore than is

possible or desirable to r'r'in support for the party nt

the next elections.
Tlrc plt':ts lrtrtl lrarrrlllilr.l iilrtl 1ll:ttfottrt .'r'ill irlstt

(Contittrtcd ,'n ttugc B)
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countries.

i)

Soviet society is centrally directed and governed by
a dictatorship which protects the ruling group in the
fulfilment of its long-term objectives. As one of these
is to outstrip the United States in economic power to
achieve world supremacy, economic resources are con-
centrated on industrial growth, particularly in heavy
and defence industry, and a low priority is accorded
to consumer industries and raising the standard of
living. Concentration on the production of capital
.goods is likely to yield higher rates of growth than
the econornies which cater for the consurner.

In Western societies political and economic power is
dispersed. Their leaders recognise that rates of econo-
mic growth are necessary standards of con'rparison,
but they measure their material progress also in terms
of the rvell-being of the population. The implicit
objectives of their econonies are the rtrising of the
standard of living of the majority ilnd free political,
educational and social institutions. The allocrrtion of
their economic resources is decided by the way peo-
ple choose to spend their incomes. Western econo-
mies, unlike that of the USSR. are guided prirnarily by
consumer choice.

Here are three examples, illustrating in terrls of the
standard of living, differences between the economies
geared to consumer and producer needs.

HousrNc. Britain has been building 300,000 honses
a year and in the seven-year period 1952-58 has pro-
vided nearly 4 square metres of livinq spr'rcc lrcl hcrd
of poprlation. The cost of horrsr,-brrildinq in Rritrrirr is
aborrt 9600 million a year rvhich is eqrrivrrlt'nt to
about half her industrial investment. The USSR. r,r'ith
its r.nuc'lt !'eatcr needs rlrrc to the qrou'tlr of llrc ulhlirr

Rural 131 108.8
It must also be recallecl that Stalin laid the founda-

tions for Soviet economic progress and aecumulated
savings by the use of the unpaid labour of political
prisoners camps ancl by the displacement of peasants
through collectivisation. Under Mr. Khmshchev the
economic development of Siberia and Kazakhstan has
also entailed maior displacements of the population.

Another characteristic of communist economies is
that agliculhrre has always lagged behind industrial
developmcnt. Agriculture was the great failure of the
Stalin era. In 1913 (present USSR territory), grain
orrtput rvas 82 million tons. By 1953 it rose only to
irborrt 92 rnillion tons. an increase of less than 25 per
r'rrrt. r)f tlii' itopulatioil gllwtli. Under- \li;. Iilrlrrslr-
rfie'r' there has been :r tremendors drive and it is esti-
rnated thirt outprrt has increased br' ffr'e to sir per'
r, nt. 'flrc ri':,'rlts sr.r'rlr lo lll, rrtt of ltroiroltion to tht'

208.8
100

!
,l Soviet Economic Growth & the West

(Contributed)

USSIA started industrialising rnuch later than the
Wedt and although consfuerable progress was

made from the l880's onwards, she was still far behind
when the Revolution came. The drive for industrial
development began with the first Five-Year Plan in
October, 1928, and has pressed forward ever since,
interrupted only by the Second World War. By 1957,
the USSR had reached a level of industrial production
about double that of Britain (one-half in per capita
production), about the same as the Common Market
Six, and less than one-half of the United States. In

^ terms of the gross national product, Soviet rates of
[ ] growth since the Second World War have been six to

seven per cent per annum egainst about three per cent
in the U.S.

The faster rates of growth in the USSR are deter-
. mined, first, by the differences in the structure and
ll. objectives of the Soviet and Western societies; and- secondly, by certain factors which apply to the USSR

because it still retains features of an under-developed
country though they no longer operate in Western

population and u'ar-time devastation, has been pro-
vicling only about 2)i square metres of living space per
head. Yet throughout this period Soviet investment
per capita greatly exceeded that of Britain.

WounN's Wonx. In the USSR it is normal for
wornen to work and to do heavy labouring jobs. Over
30 per cent. of the building workers are women. It is
only fair to add that there is a corresponding expendi-
ture on creches, dining-rooms and other facilities for
working women. On the other hand, the great Western
industries to satisfy women's needs, such as home-
making, furnishing, fashion, beauty treatment and cos-
rnetics, washing machines, etc., exist in the USSR only
in the most rudimentary form and are enjoyed by a
small minority.

PeRsoNer, Tnarvsponr. The British public spends
about 9500 million- a year on private motoring and
cycles. There are about five million cars and I# million
motor cycles anong about 14 million households. In
the USSR, personal transport is virtually non-existent
and cars are mainly used for official and business
purposes. In 1959 the output of cars was just over
I24,OrJ0, Motor-cycles made their appearance about
two years ago and bicycles about five )rears ago;

- Among the factors- that operate to the advanthgie of
the Soviet , Union, because it retains some of the
features of an under-developed country, is the exist:
ence of a vast reservoir of potential industrial labour
in the countryside. The extent to which the Soviet
Union bas relied on this factor to transform a back-
u'ard agricultural communitlr inls ayr industrial Power
is illustrated by the go',^.th of the rrrban population,
shov,n by 1959 census figures:

r9t3 1959
Millions Millions

Population (present frontiers) 159
Urban 28

ij



gfiort 4ade and it is turlitely thai the 1g65 target
4gure of 180 million tons of grain will be achieved.-In
his speech of November 6, Mr. Kozlov volunteer.ed
the information that iu 1960 State grain pur.chases
would be 'no smaller than last yeu."f In 1$5g, how-
ever, the size of the harvest was not disclosed and it
was described as being "higher than the annual
average last_ year". This average, according to Soviet
statistics, is 113.2 million tons. This year's harvest must
therefore be well below the tarset of 150 million tons.

Such are the factclrs which riust be taken into ac-
count in evaluating the Soviet Union's fast rates of
industrial growth. If both the Soviet bloc and the West
maintain theil respective rates of growth, the gap
between them will n€urow, but it will remain.-At
p,resent ttre gross national product of the USSR is
about half of that of the United States. The Seven-
Year Plan with its ambitious targets is a formidable
challenge and will narrow the gap by 1965 to the
Soviet Union's advantage. But even so, it is unlikely
that by L970-75 the Soviet Union will outstrip the

United States. Gross national product in the. Soviet
bloc per head of the population is uirlikely to amount
to more than $1,600 (at current prices) against 82,700
in the countries of the Atlantic Alliance. The gross
product of the Soviet Union might be about $J,800,
but this will still be well below the ftgure of 93,800 to
$4,000 likely to be attained by the United States by
1975.

The Soviet leaders are thus still far from their objec-
tile'of overtaking the United States, and i[e' rapid
industrial growth of the USSR has been dcliterately
secured at the cost of the welfare of the litf$iilation.
In the urban half of the Soviet community, rdgl wages
are still not more than half the British level afitl proba:
bly about one-third of the American level. Thbpgh the
conditions of the Soviet workers have improved, they
are still far from participating in the well-beilg which '

the American and, in a greater or lesser d-egee, the
British and West European workers have sdbirred in , )
the last half century.

7'OII/.i\RDS PARTYLESS DEMOCRACY-(Cont'rI f rom pase 6)

contribute as now to the rnobilisation of ideas relating
to public needs and programmes.

There is nothing to prevent the Government from
combining ideas from different philosophies into
practicable programmes. For instance, it is possible to
have a mixed economy programme combining socia-
list and 'individualist outlooks. The question- of the
priority or otherrvise of heavf industrles in thel Plan
,ean.be discussed in terms of immediate effects.on the
economy such as the level of prices, inflation and so
on lvithout taking a final decision on the theoretical
value of communism. It is possible to evolve social
securitl'programnles rvithout paying hostages to socia-
lism and centralising all economic power. It can be
done thlough private insurance aided by Governrnent
if necessary.

It is kntrrvn that expenditures on social security such
as old age pensions, socialised nredicine, unemploy-
ment aid sickness insurance have risen so high that
it has become more profftable for tl"re beneffciaries to
ask for their abolition in leturn fol tax leiiefs! Parties
are temptecl to increase these benefits to rvin the sup-
port of pressure groups and the mass of voters, parti-
cularly the most nulrlerous of them, narnell', the lorver'
middle class.

In some countries welfare legislation has irclvanced
so much that the classes contlibuting to the public er-
chequer in theil periocl of earning are beginning to
resent such a large proportion of their earnings being
spent on those rvho have passed the aqe <lf s'orl<!

The sloqan of "social jrrstice" has obliterated all
restrictions steuuninq from nrerit. individual contribu-
tion and self-r'eliance. The pr'ocess of soaking tlre rich
has given place to tlrat of 

-sorkinq tlre poor: tlrrorrgh
indircct taxatior-r rrn ull qoorls of r.ilrrrnron rrsc.

These temptatiorrs s'ill clisappciu' if partl'-lcss clcruu-
cracy ciul be got ir.rto rvolkint{ ol'del . Instertcl of eaclr
partv tlvinc to stutrcl t,cll rvitlr tlt. rlrrl,lir. :rs r,':clrrsir',.'
givcls t.rI t;irntr'. cles.,t,, .,t[ ()r uiliiL'ser i.r'tl. inriit'icltral

I

lvlinisters will stand out in the public eye for e.fficiency
and integrity and devotion to public duty.

The immense expense of party organisation, not only
during election time but also during ordinary times
for maintaining party bosses while out of ofic9.(1n$-
those out of office when their colleagues aie eriioying
office) rvill be saved. Pressure groups can be resisted
more'by individual Nlinisters and-exposdd than by
party leaders anxious for augmenting party ffnances.
Such Ministers will be in demand and wiII be elected
again and again without the interruptions of party
exigencies.

In Switzerland, some such system of democratie
functioning has been in existence for a long time.
Parties exist there but are not regarded as exclusive
and sacrosanct. Ministers are chosen by the elected
representatives more for personal merit cutting across
party alignments. It has been possible there on
account of some favourable circumstances prevailing
in that country. The cantons are little dtimocracies in
thernselves rvhet'eiu individual nrerit stands out in the
primaly community. Also, there is rr high level of
enrploynrent so that clisappointed prrrty men need not
pui presst re for illegal and unworthy gratifications
frorn the ruling party. Also, Ministers need not accu-
rnulate enouglito last them for the rest of their lives!
Thel' 6uu get ernployrnent any time. Moreover, the
gLeat thing' makiig 

'such a system possible is the
psychology of public service and simple living prevail-
ing among the Su'iss. T'hese are virtues congenial to
otrl bc'st tradition irncl can be caphrred again.

The clifficulty sterns from the fact that it is very diffi-
crrlt t.o cffect ir change from the present system. A
bodv of volunteers have to set ubout organising voters'
irssociirtiorts tltttuglttltrt tltc ctxrntly ilncl the (]overn-

rurent should bc pcrstrirclcd tcl ceascr rccognising partics
tlriing elections. Rllt if it catr llc lcir'lisecl. thc gain to

irclliticlrI life, u,ill llcr itt.ttneuse.

I
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The Moscow Soap Opera
ll/ER. KHRUSHCHEV has closed his run at the
lYI gn11s4 Nations and left us emotionally spent.
Attesting his success with the free press are bulging
ffle envelopes in every newspaper morgue, and some
memories that are worth the thoughtful consideration
of -a-ll communicators as well as the public they strive
to reach.
: Mr. K. is not exactly a straight man. Apparently, the

real Mr. K. may be letting himself go when he is
photographed pinching a buxom ear of Iowa corn or
[issinf oi .rnpttt""ted"100% American baby.-So far, so
good.-Some ffne American statesmen will do no less
a[ the click of a shutter.

This homely aspect of Mr. K. is a small challenge
to us Ameriban amateurs. There are captains of
industry who really love bebies and some top prof-es-
sional men who are as much at home at a county fair
as a ribbon winning steer. Yet, when projecting them-
selves to the public they are about as warm and real
as one of Mme. Tussaud's tableaux. When corn comes
naturally it's an efiective way of communicating, and
public relations people should be the first to convince
their customers to be as impulsive as Mr' K., even
though their chance of getting equal time or space

".'is'slight.

Beyond making the above point, we are not con-
cerired with Mr. ks ioveable seff' What bothers us is
a new twist tO the communist propaganda technique;
this is the use of histrionics at a high level as a means
of confusing democratic peoples, who are accustomed
to be led by statesmen and not, by actors. When we
see Mr. Ma6millan or Mr. Eisenhower we have confi-
dence in their mien and utterances as true projections
of lsadership. We cart't feel the same about lvlr. K.,
who starredas a third-rate Hamlet in the UN and as

the Park Avenue Cyrano. Since this new role is not
the K. impulsiveness but a zig in the party line, follow-
ed by other communist leaders, it poses some real pro-
blems for the press and its readers'

According to sol.uc u'riters, an "angry", "fulious"'
Khrushchev "vented his fury" on the President ancl

thus wrecked the Surnmit Conference. The U-2 inci-
dent was the ostensible cause. Strict reporting would
have noted K's "apparent anger" or his "sernblance of
rag€', etc. Mr, K's syrnptoms could have been a

reiction to wolfing some tainted caviar or to an over-
dose of vodka. No real emotion could be established
in his now notorious tirade. As subsequently develop-
ed, the U-2 mission was no surprise-either Russian
intelligence is cornpletely incompetent -or 

Mr. K. rvas

able to bottle his indignation for four long years, in-
cluding his babv-kissing srving aronnd the U.S. The
whole busirless \vits rrtarkecl b;' au uureality ivhich
presnged thc K. shos' at the U.N.

IIere \{r'. K. ''.rrrgrih"' tlrumpccl the clcsk. "irrlptrl-

sively" heckled speakers, and ':excitedly" waved his
shoe in "protest". Lesser attention was given to the
Soviet chorus who emoted with him. Should the key
to the outburst be sought, it is in a speech by George
V. Allen, director of the U.S. Information Agency"
which, although delivered during the Khrushchev visit,
rvas largely lost in the K-dominated headlines. Quot-
ing Communist International directives -governing
communist behaviour at parliarnentary bodies, Mr.
Allen noted these points:

"Communism repudiates parliamentarianism. .. . ..
It is only possible to speak of utilizing bourgeois state
organisations with the object of destroying theml'.
"The Communist Party enters such institutions. . . . . .
in order to blow up the whole bourgeoi5 machinery
and the parliament itself from within." "This work
. . . . consists chiefly in making revolutionary propa-
ganda from the parliamentary platform."

Few members of Mr. K's big American audience
rvere taken behind scenes with Ambassador Allen or
compared the road show with a curious incident which
occurred a few days later in Bonn, where an'angry'
or impulsive' Russian ambassador broke up an address
of the German Minister of Economics who was wel-
coming the representatives of fu[. African states. It was
quite a show. The Russian menaced the speaker with
his fists, was apparently so agitated that he carried
on a bilingual tirade as he was forcibly evicted. Yet,
he managed to shout the "right" sentiments for the
record-the Russian party line against "Colonialism",
and the approved anti-West German propaganda.
Reporting the uproal calmly, the Manchester
Guqrdiun noted that the ambassador appeared ffdgety
before the outburst, moved to centre-stage just before
the comments to which he apparently took exception'
and presumably had received an advance copy of the
speech.

With the Russians aclding such histrior.rics to their
propagancla tricks, this side of the rvollcl neecls some
protection. Nothing in the restrained dornestic dissemi-
nation of ideas prepares us for such theatrics. Journa-
lists rnust stick to the business of reporting facts, which
does not include the interpretation of emotions as
genuine as a $3 Bill. Editors must soul-search to
determine what is legitimate front page coverage of
a statesman and what properly belongs in the amuse-
ment column. And the rest of us should develop an
abiding skepticism to prevent serious consideration of
any hokurn escaping editorial diligence. Let's await
the next episode in the N4oscow soap opera completely
rln' ttf t ve.

-Rcprocluced from Publia Relutiorts lournal,
Ncu' York. f)ecenrber' 1960.
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Review i;*;:h""?-iT:H::#*i"*ffii** tx3*"*"*r;l:':;
Sino-Soviet relations. The Russian cdmmunist:leaders,

NAtiOnAI Reoiery from the beginning,- recognised the signiffcance

il"H li"ih;:p,f",B'byeen 
\roscow ancr pekingr New ;i,$3ry.i: *:"r:l:lll"illT""gL,tHH.,*tr-Tffi

when the Soviet party assistdd in the foundatio;-oJt|"*li:::::"t:19:l'.*:.:ry,_l!.:-inter-rvar period, t^\.91h:'g c911""i1 euiiy. i" co"t'a'tli-$4,;iu communists, since their advent to power in the Asian and European countriei, China had no',
Soviet Union, have given characteristic ad.vance notice party before Ocltober 1917. Tire CommunisT
of their intentions to enslave the entire world. Lenin, Ctrina rvas brought into being -"i;it-;th,:Stalin, Khrushchev, Mao and others made no of the Russian leiders. It had"no roois in rVii
secret of their plans to "bury" all non-communists and
establish their hegemony ali over the globe. But every
tin're the communists have loudly proclaimed their
unshakable determination, the nonlcommunist opi-
nion has refused to take the warnings seriouiiy,
hoping that the communists did not rnea"n what thev
had said and that, after all, sooner or later the com-
munists were bound to return to "normalcy'. Nowhere
this self-deluding process has been more evident than
in the sphere of the Sino-soviet relations. The Chinese
communists captured power on the mainland mainly
with the help of their Soviet comrades and even now
it is beyond dispute that they have to rely exclusively
on the Soviet assistance for their economic, military
and political advancement. The Chinese and the
Soviet leaders, besides, have always ernphasised their
"monolithic solidarity'', and the identityi of their pur-
Ilose ois-a-uis the outside world. But, inspite of ^this,

there has -:rlways been a strong tendency -among
students ,of communism, journalists and eJipert com-
mentators to re'gard the Chinese as difierenf fr<lm the
rest of the bloc and detect signs, where there are none,
of difierences rvhenever there is a sliglrt variation in
statements ol pos-tures of the trvo partners, hopefully
predicting the clifterences to develop into 'iifts" and
culminate in a "rupture". This wishful thinking could
have been ignored as a harmlesg pastime if-it had
no bealing on the policy-planning of the non-corn-
munist world. But, unfortunately, many leaders of the
democlatic rvorld have fallen victim to this illusion

r' tl
and in-some cases, Iike that of India, the process has
gorlc evL.n to the extcnt of erpecting Soviet :rssisttrnce
rrglinst tht' erpirnsirlnist clesigns of tlrt' Clrinest' r.orrr-
munists. The publication of n st'nrposiurr on thc sub-
ject of the Sino-Sclviet relations, :ts the one blougl.rt
out by the journal National Reoieta shoulcl, therefcxe,
l-relp to vielv the facts in a proper ancl historicirl pers-
pective.

This is a collection of eight essays on the subject by
eminent scholars. Each one analyses the central sub-
ject from the perspective of l-ris special field of shrdv.
The perspectii'e rirnges from that of rvorld historj,,
Chinese anci Russian histor';' to thirt of comrnunist hisl
tory, stratcgl', clernography and senrirntics. The rrrticles
ltlovi<le a frrnd of ieleivant dat:r, analvsis irr.rrl inter-
pretation rvhich thrrtlvs r:cvcalinq lieht rirr the cliflerent
fi.rcets of the ltroblcnr. Ilistor.icillh'. thr. r.clatious lrct-
u'een Clrina aird Russia hirvc ss.rrrig l;c:trveerr extr-emes
of conflict i'rncl frier.rrlsl'rip, rrnrl tircir. r.r'lations hrrve
riiu'ar':; l.,c.,n rrttlkccl by cer.titiu oolurroll rrrc,lttiLI aud

l0

the Chinese Cornmunist Party till the es

'!

"anti-Stalinist" character of the Chinese Part'',and the
"inherent conflict" that was bound to develop between
the two pJrties. They were helped and encoirraged by
Soviet and Chinese communistleaders in fostering rhis
illusion through various statements and hints delibe-
rately rnade to mislead the outside world. As Natalie
Grant has shorvn in her article, the conflict between
Nlosco_w- -and Peking is only the "synthetic product"
of a deliberate communist campaign of "inspiration"
and "misinformaticin'1. !: :=' l

To be sure, ther,e - ure sorne difierences - in the
stli,rtegy <-rf the Chinese communists and that of the
lvloscorv comurunists. Brrt the differences nertain onlv
to the internal situation, rather than to th" ou.r-oil
strategy. This is inevitable owing to the difierence in
the levels of sociq-technologica-l developments and
military prob_lems of the hvo c-ountries. It G dictated by
the logic of the intelnal situation and the resultant con-
crete _operational planning r.vhich has, of necessity, to
be different in each countly. But in so far as the giobal
strategy is concerned, China, for the next ten to twenty
years, rvill lack sufficient material and scientific re-
sollrcrcs to pursuc il corlrse of its orvn independent of
r\,loscou'. As Stefan Possony points out, "the impression
that China is on the verge of becorning a ffrst rate
military- power is entirely-uuwarranted. l,ctually, be-
cause of technology, China's military power hai been
cleclining lelatively to that of the Soviet Union and
the U.S. In terms of genuine str.ategic capacities,
China is n<lthing but a Russian satellite. It wilf remain
.such for at least ten to twenty years." To talk of a
Sino-Soviet rift ol l:uptnre under such circumstances,
is to ovcrlook this basic rel:rtionship and the identity
of their gorils. The trvo patties cliffer not in the essen-
tials of policy, not about the necessity of cooperation
lnd for'-thc pursuit of conlnon olrjcctii'es, Irrjt aborrt
sonrr. rlethods for leirlising th<' ).{ai.xist-Lcninist ainis.
aucl for leaching in the shortest possible time the next
sttrge on the road to the ffnal goal. Mr. Tames Burnham.
r'rlil,'r ,rf thr' .Yrrliorrrtl Rcriett. shr,',id Irt, t.rrrrgrrrtrr-
lrrte<l for this ercellent prrblication u'hielr shorrld- help

I

*,ii.:.1

of the People's Republic on the mainland, asliiis:been
pointed out by Branco Kazitch in his articl&.on;the
Communist History. But inspite of the con&te evi-
dence, there were always commentators pro&unding .

various theses regarding th: "non-commuiisto-or evei
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' readers to have a clear idea about the problem, BHAVNAGAI coNcnEss coNvENTroN
especially at prebent when there is so much Ioose talk (conthrued frorn page 2)

|nd. *ild. speculation about the "impending" Sino- promotion of their group, they'r""t"'not going to be
Soviet split' eiven the same consideration as Mr. Nehm would, BKDesaI;*;#r:;:;J:ffi?;l"Tliff"xtT1?T"Iy?1"*:

. Forei.gn policy of lndia cing from the Convention. In the election of the
Election Committee, as also the election of Working

. :._i.a.h{ S,.R. Patel,?ublished by N. NI. Tripathi private Ltd., Committee members, the ginger group wds soundly
, " l,: 

''-B bay. Price Rs. I5,z-. defeated. Furthermore, the 
-eleclion- of Dr. Ram1.' '',

RooKS on foreign policy of India are rather rare, Subhag S-ingh to the working Committet lctualr-rlI) and good bo6ks^ o., ih" s,rbie"t-a-re ;;;; ,;ii: presented a quiet but o-perational revolt of the A.I.C.C.
. Paupity of lood books on nai"t foilii"-i1gti"v """'U" 

against Mr. Nehru and Mr' V' K. Krishna Menon.
. understandable in view of the fact thal Iidia fras been As though smarting under these developments, Mr-
in a position to evolve-independent foreign policy of Nehru, while speaking on the resolution on Chinese
its own only. for the last thirteen. ye-a-ri oi_so. The uggr"rrion, reseived "Il his anger not for the Chinese

. present publication is indeed e valriahle nddirinn +n ^:--^^-^-- L,.+ r^- +L^ i-*^--^..:I-I^ r'r- p^- e,,LL-d

t

conrrnunist sensation u'eeklies ir-r future of plots agaiih' ;;i-; poi,'t, out that rvhilc n,dia h":,:,g9!."-* iil:'lt'Hl'i'"H^li,'i'ffff1',::i".1':ti::,$i,?T,iiX[';
ir'"'J,:"f,1,"i1":'';."fii:.1'lr*:lm*J:l?'x'-'-T,r'jil];il;;Me'onWest, not taken an equally str<lng attitude
towards the newly emerging c6loniilism rJpresented - 

There was then the declaration by r\4r. Nehru that
by the totalitarian comm"uniim of Russia atid China. elections were not very irnportant. Promptly from

The author appreciates the principles of Panchshila corner to coruer this sentiment was echoed. For a
and co-existence, but he is ccrtain tliat in the hands of party that scorned the vulgarities of fighting in t}re4uu uu-o rsrcrrce, Duf r1€ rs cclraln tnat ill tne nanqs ot party tnat scorneo tne vulgantres ot Igntrng ln tne
com-munists these_ principles lose their meaning and 

"I""[innr, 
and following theltraight ancinarr"ow path

are blatantly used is a iubterfuge for world dor:nina-are blatantly use_d as r zubterfuge Jor world dolnina- of national reconstructlon, thc aiacriq' rvith u,hich a
tion. Regarding India's advocacy of the Panchshila in hieh-norverecl Election nanel u,as ,"i .,o. the hurrvhigh-porverecl Election panel u,as set up, the hurry
relation to comrnunist countries, the author points out *iiii i"i,i"f, the manifesti rvas c{rrrfte{ [efore all otherthat N{r' Nehrrr u'as_,,made "a propaqandn triol of ir"tli.^., ^ra 

the anriety to s<lrrrehorr. patch up r.egional
Khrrrshchev ancl Chotr ...

It seems, however, thirt the boolt rvas rather.writte, )):rrr-\'l'ltts' \.'('rc stranqe'

in a hurry. The langtrage and tone coulcl |ar.c bec' These, in short. were sorlle of tilt' it'tttrrt'sting aspects
rntrclr irnproved. A simplil stylc u'oultl lrirr,r. t,rni1r,'ntlv of the Bhavnagnr session. Enclr one of these has

present publication is indeed a valuable addition to 
"iir"rrorr, 

but for the irrepreisible Dr. Ram Subhag
the literature on the subject. In-its own way it meets Sir;-gf,, *f,; dared to demarid more efiective measuresthe need of a thoughs"l. $"dy. of _Indra s rorergn to meet Chinese aggression.policy and her position in international afiairs. v ru-rues
^ Th'e authoi ilu[", a discerning u""lr:r|T'of our Mrs. Indira Gandhi obtained the largest number of
foreign policy and brings a fund. of rie"ft;"tl"f"* votes, not necessarily, because of her being the Prime
mation to substantiate -his conclusioni. One of the Minister's daughter, but because she had established
main conclusions of the book is that the foreisn uolicv her statpre as a competent, interim President of the
of India is a one-man show and that all,its tiiritition's organisation. Of course, drere will be conjectures that
flow from this cardinal fact. thii process might be the forerunner of the *Elective

The author seeks to show that with the advent of plinciple" becoming the "succession principle". Quite
freedom, India began its foreign afiairs with a clean i large body of public opinion, particularly in the
slate. This had its idvantages alwell as disadvantages. Soutli actuafll, pt,ipugut" tiris theor^y!!

P-"^f,itl,1t1.=:^!-q:9:-q--l$t1 *-Iilh"itt,l""ight.incl Somewhat strangely, Mr. Krishna Menon did nor

ffffi'f. 'ifJ"'"11il:",,'i:#'#:,:i."1&ii::l'."r': ::*: g_9:f:,-t,"h stage.it ihe co,'ve.,tion as he wourd have

i'Jm"lt',"1*'r::il:i:tTin'#rxid;:{m:ruiil3;5,?J3,i*ilpnii jru5;"#:E*l;
stitute for soirnd ona ,"i"o"ribd ""li;r--rii"* 

"'- arrangernents for VIr. Nehru as he was very much con-
The author is critical of what he^calli..the ollession cerned about lvlr. Nehru's safety! He had to establish

wi$ peace_ which has characterised India's present his_exclu-sive rePre-sentation for Mr. Nehm's welfare
policy" and regards it as a "direct result of 

-wrong and subtly imply that existing arrangements and con-
Gandhian vein". To him, India's policy is that oT cern in other quarters for N,Ir. Nehru fell very short of

{}'peace at any p1_ice" which is dan^gerous to hdhran what he wouldhave wanted. There is quite an amount\t freedom, especially in th-e context_df po-larisation of of sinister irnplication in this drama u.id ou" wouldnt
forces of democrtrcy <ln the one side and of cor.ulln- be surpr.isecl 

^if 
therc. g,ere balner heacllines in pro-

:

iuteresting politic'a! irttrl iclcolclfl;11 rr.,'r'r'-torrt's u'ltir'!r

-S,'..r.or crlrkl bc fruitfullv anirlt'stcl.
suited the eruclitc clur:rctcr ol tlrc btiok.
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Co-existence is connivance at immorality.

-N. D. Mazumdar, former Law Minister of West' ,'Bengal, lndian Express, January 5.

Saving the Russian face seems a lot more important
to us than it is to them.

-*S.M." Hirulustan Tinres, january 5.

The Nehru strategy in defending India against
China is to rely upon Russia.

-Mgsindia, January 15.

-T-
There is no reason to believe that Khrushchev

exempts India from his recently reiterated plans for
the triumph of world communism.

-Washington P ost, lantary 21.

lvloans round with many voices.
'Tis not too late to seek a ne\ver

Manv
J

Voices
"The deep

Conre, rny friends,
rvorlcl."

-Tenngson.

It appears that members of three ,n, gro;p h-"n"
been ariested and are being tried. One group is alleg-
ed to have spied for P...; one for a WebtaEfilblidari
firm and one for R....; but they are all a!gged.,3g,
have been interlinked, and to have been reelli' work!
ing for C. .. . . ., since what they tried to ffn{.out was
the progress of the new military roads in L..':... Arid
the N......n F......A.. ....

-Mgsindia, JeluaV 15.
.;:,jt : : '

At squalid as any other vignette that comes to mind
was thb triumphant last laugh this morning of Mr.
Krishna lvlenon as he pounded his palms to lead the

]pplause_fo_r the defeit of the U,S-British proposal.
(in the U.N. General Assembly).

Alistair Cooke,' lvlanchester Gtnrdian
Weeklg, Dece-mber 29.
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J We agrge with tlem (the Chinese Government)
that the{Tibetan) rebellion as such must be cmshed,
but repression is another matter.

-Prime Minister Nehru, quoted in the
M anchest er Cuardinn W eeklg, December 29.

I do not advocate that workers should give up that
right (to strike). But, at the same time, I believe that
the use of strike in the present conditions of India
would cause great harm to the country.

. -Prime Minister Nehru, Hindrctan Times,
|anuary 5.

In our elevenJh y"oi *, a. Reprbli", far frpm 6uisg'
an asset in the Cause of world peace, Inclia is a heavy'
liability in the cold rvar.

-lndian Express, January 26

To the Editor,
Fnrroolr Frnst,
C/o Dernocratic llesearch Service,
127, lvlalratrnn Gandhi Road,
Bombay l.

Please enrol tne os o srtbsctiber to Fnrsoorr
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(Continuecl front Puge 1)

qruesome experiences? We are naturally keen on deve-
Ioping our industries ald on m-aking our country as

t"if-riffi"i"nt as possible. In order to attain that end
rve must necessaiily have a plan. But if our plan is,'
ils it should be. directed torvards increasing th-e

welfale of tlre people, it rvill have to pay as mtrch
attention to agri-culti-u'c and liglrt indtrstrics as to basic
rnd heavy iidustries. The iecond Five Year Plan,
wliich is now nearing its end, erred in that respect and
the result rvas the giorvth of widespread poverty and
distress. In the thilJ Plan that is now being drawn up,
some attempt has been made to correct the mistake'
But the puli in the direction of ambitious building up
ul h"ouu'and basic industries is still very strong' That
is evicleicecl by the insistence on the establishment of a
friurth Steel Pitrnt at lJokaro' Steel is no doubt neces-

' sarv: btrt far tnore rrrgel-ltl1' n""utt"ty are the food-
ii,,h* ,,",1 ol ltt't' essertlirrl qi,,ttls tllrrt fllc people need
for their rlaih' t'tistencr'. Frtilrtre to provitle them will
gc'ner:ate cliscontcnt and frttstlriti<ln which may-under-
mine the very foundation of our democracy. The les-
.;orr thrtt Clrinrr 

'has 
ltrcrvirletl is of qreater significance

to lls iis ottls is rt ,,ttiq.t" eucleav<lttr to colnlline demo-
crlrcv u'ith t'irpt'cl et'rlrtrlrrlic <levc-lolrr-t-lct-tt.
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Address:

Sigiratrrre
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