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Recent National Conventions

Adam Adil

fN recent weeks forrr important democratic political
I parties in the country have held their anntral
national conventions or plenary sessions. They are,
Praia-Socialist Party, Samyukta Socialist Party, the
Bharatiya Jan Sangh and the Indian National Con-
gress. Except the Indian National Congress, rvhich
has held the reins of government during the last
tr.vcnty years, the other parties have experienced
power only since recently. Again the Congress which
generally had never been out of power (except in
Kerala-that too for brief periods ) has been driven
into opposition in mole than six states. It is therefore
obvious that each of these national political parties
have nerv experience either of newly being in power
or of newly being in opposition. In the context of the
latest experience the recent national conventions or
the plenary sessions of these political parties assur.uecl

special significance.
Talking of the PSP, rrnd the SSP conventions tlrt'ir

expelience of sharing power has not been happv. The
Uttar Pradesh presents a typical example of their
confusion and frtrstration which had had expressions
in their conventions. The SSP especially as measure of
its plotest irgainst rvhat they considered the failure
of UP Chicf \{inister N{r. Charan Singh to irnplement
thc plograrnure of tl're ruling Sarnyukta \/iclhal,ak Dnl
of u'hic'lr it is an important constitnent clecicletl ttr
rvithclras' its representatives in the State Ctrbinet.
Again as a mark of protest against Centrc's language
policl' hvo SSP members of the Uttrrr Praclesh Cabinct
sought to violate lau' in Nerv Dellli rrtrcl eveu cottrt
arrest-a strange phenomenon of ministels cousciorts-
ly ancl deliberatel-v breaking larv. Unftl'ttrtr:ttc'lr.' tlte
SSP convention clicl not applv its nrincl to tlre t'[[c'ct
the rvithclran'al of its leplescntittiles 1r'orn tlrc LTP

cabinct s'oulcl have on the foritrncs of rtrln-Congrt:ss
governm('nts in tlrr, statcs. Sec'ondlr', it clitl not takc
itrto itcrcorrtrt thc c'orrsctltrt,rrc'r's of r-ioltttirtrr of litu'lrr
t't'sltorrsilrlt'rrrt'rrrlrt'r'.s ol slirIt cirlritrc'ts orr Ilrt'ltttLtit'
clcnrocrirtic u'av oI lifc in tlris corrntlr'.

In tltt'PSP t'irnvcntit'ir (rt:rrl rrls,r in tlr;tl ll'tlrt'SSP)
tl,i, rlrrL .ii,lr 31 srl i,rli, t lli,it\ \,. 1.; , i'.i..t:s,,'ri. i, .',.1

rl;i iotts tirirt tlrl lr :,i ;'; r,l ilr' l'Si' rttrrl liSl' rr,'r'r'

anxious for the merger of both the political parties to
form an effective block of socialist forces in the country.

In the past the efforts of socialist unity have had
unhappy consequences. Not long ago after leading
separate existences, tlie PSP and the SSP had merged
together. But rvith the best of intentions on their part
the leaders and the rank and file of the original
units could not pull on together for long, before they
could be an effective united socialist democratic front
against the Congress they fell out. In the break-up
NIr. S. lJ, Joshi, who rvas originally the President of
the PSP was a gain to SSP for having been elected
the President of the mergecl parties he did not go out
rvith his erstrvhile friencls and colleagues but preferred
to remain as the President of the SSP.

But inspite of this unfortunate experience of the
past, the desire on tlre part of the PSP as well as the
SSP for socialist unity rvas ardent and genuine.

The conventions holvever did not discuss the steps
or the terms and conditions of the merger of the two
political parties. It is legitimate to hope that in vierv
of the disappointments and frustrations, the socialists
Irave experiencecl in the trnited fronts rvith both the
factions of the communists in some states and rvith
thc \.{uslim Leaguc in Kerrrla, the leaders of the PSP
and tl.re SSP rvill serior,islv take up the issue of social-
ist unitl' and adopt concrete steps towards merger
of both the parties.

It must be horvever stated that PSP as well as SSP
leaders in the deliberations of their respective con-
ventions, failed to take into account the efiects their
political aliqnment rvitl.r tl.re Riglrt nncl tl're Left com-
rnunists u'ill Itirvc' ou tlrc tlitcliti<trrs of par.liarnentar:r,
tlernoclac'r' in tltc c'ountrr'. Thc PSP lc.aclcrs-murc
than SSP leaclers-ale conscious of tl-re clanger the
Right ancl the Left conrnunists constitute to internal
stabilitv l.rncl extcrnirl securitv of the couutry. Yet
1111,y' sotrght to fincl fiult u'ith the \l/est Bengal
Covtrnor (ancl u'ith thc Ccntre) for the clisrnissal of
tlrc Ajor- \Iuklrclje c govcnrrnent in tlre strategic
lroxlc'r stirtr'. t'spc'ciallt. s'lren the llight and Lc.ft cont-
rtttrrtists u'lrile fot'rrring a ltirrt of thc stittt' govelnnrerrt
u'r'r'c plaling lravoc u,ith the lil,trs oI tlrc people lrv
rlclilrcratr,l', r'rrqirx,t'r'inq tlu' lrleak-rlou'ir of llru' ancl
onlt'r.

'l'lr, i.,, , t,'r'trilr rtrrrrriirl sr ssir.rrr rrl iirc iilt:Lllrtivlt .|rLrr
Srrrr,glr lrr lrl rrt Kozlrikoclt' irr Kt'r'llu jrrdgccl frorn lll
\l irriljrtil.: , ll{ I .:r1,.. !,..i. I:ir',ti,.. l',,.illl;t is lt stlrtt.
r,.i,r'r'r' iir, irriirr,:i,, ol ljrr' .llrrr Siirrgir is i.trorrtr t,l lrt'
i1.,.i, 'r. 
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rich frrrmers from the rural areas and the fourishing
business men from the urban sicle ffnancially supporteJ
the Jan Sangh session. Their sudden love for Jan
Sangh rvas due to the fact that rvith the defeat of the
Congress and the emergence of communists as a
dominant political force they felt that Jan Sangh alone
could safeguard their interests. The success of the
Jan Sangh was all the more creditable in view of the
fact that the deposits rvere forfeited in all the four
parliamentary and trventy-four Assembly seats con-
tested by the Kerala unit of the Jan Sangh.

It must be admitted that tlie speech of the outgoing
President lr{r. Balraj Madhok u'as significant in that
he called upon the people to meet "the hvin challenge
of communists and the Nluslim League, the agents of
India's twin enemies, China and Pakistan".

The Foreign Policy Resolution indeed, struck a
new Iine totally different from those adopted by most
other political parties. For instance, it called for the
recognition of Taiu'an "rvhich happens to be our most
irnportant windou'; and established foe of communist
China". It also called for support to forces exerting for
independence of Tibet, Sinkiang, South Ir{ongolia
and Pakhtoonistan." It desired the recognition of Dalai
Lama as "the head of the emigre govemment of
Tibet" and rvantecl speedy derrelopnrent of "India's
nucleal deterrent".

Similarh'clear'-cut was its Ecclnomic Policy Resolu-
tion. It stated that Jan Sangh's policy s'ould be basecl
on "stabilitl' of priccs, full utilisation of procluctive
capacitl' and capital fonnation for further clevelop-
ment." For this llurpose, thc Resolution clemanded that
"capital sliould be given encouragernent in private
sectol also and credit regulations should be libera-
Iised". It rejected the nationalisation of banks and
considerecl the scherne of social control as of dubious
virlne. The nervly elected President, N4r. Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya, in his Presidential address pointed out
that the Congress ten-point cconomic programrne in-
cltrcling :rbolition of privv prrrscs, u'as intenclecl to
clivc'r't thc attentiorr ol' thc people oi inclia {ron'r the
inrurecliirte problcn.rs of turcrnplo;,ment, sholtagcs of
lrousing ancl clothing.

The rvaming of the Jrrn Snngh about the cornmunist
(and N{uslirn leaguc,) danger in Kelala rvas timely
and indeed *'elcorne. But its alignment lvitir the
conrmunists in Uttar Pladesh and Madhya Pladesh
only rvith tlrt ir.rtention of kecping Congress out of
po\\/er in tliosc statrrs rvits littlier strrprising. If con-
rr.urnists \\'er(' il clrrn.r4el in Kcralrr thcy rvurc of equal
clangel irr Uttar l'rirclesh irncl trIaclhva Praclcsh or anv
u'hcrt' clst' ir.r tlrt' cotrrrtlr'. 'l-hc 

.f irrr Sangh Scssion clid
rrot st'r'k lo lcsolr.r' tlris c.orrtrir<lic.tiorr.

I'ltt' I'lr.rrrrlr- Scssiou ol tlrt' lnclirrrr National Con-
gle.ss hclcl rt i'lvclelirbacl u,irs clecicledlv a succcss for
tlrc liglrtists. l[-lrt' \'orrrrq 'l-nllis rrrrr] tlrr' lcftists llro
hurl r.nrrstcrcrl stron,l urrrl it<.hing fol a fight u'c'r'r'irr ri

tli.;LI Itt). 'l'lrr ,,, t'r'r,, li,,lrrirr,1 r'!r:tjr)r'i{\' ol: tlrt rlcli'glrtcs

*

to the session rvere behind the old leaders and acted
on the common sense dictum that a knorvn devil r.r'as
better than an unknown saint. Even the Prime Minister
Mrs. Indira Gandhi rvhose sympathies were known to
be with the Young Turks and the leftists found herself
isolated from the majority of the delegates.

The Congress Plenary session was the ffrst meet of
Congressmen after the General Election. It was there-
fore, expected that the Congress leaders as well as tl.re
delegates rvould do a bit of stock taking, try tb under-
stand the reasons for the Congress debacle in some
of the states and tliink of the ways and means of im-
proving and strengthening the organisational ancl
legislative wings of the Congress.

But instead of indulging in sincere self-criticisrn
rvhich was so imperative the Congress session tried
to do nothing more serious than ffnd fault with the
non-Congress governments. Of course, there is much
to be said against these governments, but the recorcl
of Congress governments in the states where now non-
Congress governments function,.was no better. There-
fore the hope that the people in these states ardentl;-
desired the return of Congress governments was futile.
The Congress governments got the bad name and were
dislodged because they gave rise to wide-spread cor-
mption, favouritism and inefficiency and were affiictecl
by mutual rivalries between local Congress leaders.
But the Congress Session devotecl Iittle time to the
cladication of these evils from the Congress ranks.

Thele u'as, of course, considerable stress on thc
clear deffnition of Congress iclealogy in political ancl
economic terms. TIte neecl of such a clefinition even
tu,elve years after the adoption of tlre ideal of socialist
pirttern of society at Avadi Congress, indica.tes hou'
confused congressmen are regarding rvhat they nou'
call "democratic socialism". The insistence of an
influential section of Congressmen on the abolition of
privv purses, nationalisation of banks and stricter con-
trol over tritde and industry sho,rvs horv Congresslnerl
in qc'nclal are anxious to aclopt nrinor "ptrnaccas" for
nrrrjor ills such as incrcasiug unernploynrent, industrial
lecession, inflation, irgricultural slorvclou'n, increasirrg
population and governmental inefficieucy and clelal's.
NIr. N{orarji Desai, horvever, l'hilc rnoving the resolu-
tion on economic policy, indeecl put up a brave fight
against leftist pressures.

While the Congress session devoted its tirne to th<:
solution of the linguistic and such other problerns,
failed to takc a scl'ior-ls note of thc nucleirr-capacitl'
of tlre Cornmtrnist China. Accordiug to Inclia's Dcfence
\Iinister hinrself, Clrina is producing forty ntrclear
lron.rlls a rnontlr irncl lr'oukl soon lrar-c, an intcmtccliatl
llrrr-1c hallistit. rnissilc svstt'nr. uJrir.lr u'nrrld drrrp tIr,,.,.
lrotnlrs orr tlre ct'rrtrcs <lf 1l<lltulatirlrr u'lric.lr is u-itlrirr
15CU milcs from tlrc 'fil;ctun b<lrcicr. 'lht' Congrcss
sc'ssiotr slrorrld llr'.'t. tlcvotcrl sorni. i inrt to r,onsirli,:'
nlorlsrrres to c.orrntc'rac.t tlrc rtrenlc.t' tlrc Chincse nr.rclcar'
crtllrtr'itv coustitrrtt's to Indirr's st'crrritr'.



A Seminar On Liberalism
M. D. Kini

T IBERALIStr{ is a view of life and a rvay of life.
L It pt ts man in the centre of thinfis. Man is the
measLrre of everything. It, of course, recognises the
need for organisations and institutions rvhich make
community-life possible. It regards these institutions
as a necessary evil. It is for maximnm freedom for man
to live a life of ltis os'n and to realise his best self
with the minimum restrictions rvhich are necessary
for the community to exist. The political aspect of
Iiberalism is democratic form of Government, not
merely because it believes that the counting of heads
is better than breaking them, but more because it
recognises the sanctity and the sovereignty of the
individual. In the economic sphere it is for free enter-
prise, again, not merely because free enterprise makes
for greater efficiency and allows a lot of choice for
the consumer, but more because vital economic power
is dispersed all over the society so that more people
have opportunity to exercise freedom.

These thoughts occur to me rvhen I recollect my
impression of the Seminar held recently in Poona on
"The role of cornpetitive free enterprise in economic
development", jointly sponsored by the Indian Group
of Liberal International and the Friedrich-Naumann-
Stiftung Foundation of Germany. The credit for
rnaking it an cxperience goes to Professor R. Bhaskaran
and Dr. S. P. Aiyar. It had an opportunity of listening
to a galaxy of eminent speakers like Mr. M. R. Masani,
Mr. V. B. Kai-nik, Prof. B. R. Shenoy, Mr. V. K.
Narasimhan, Dr. F. A. Mehta, Mr. Michael Senevi-
ratne, Mr. r\Iurarji Vaidya, Dr. Masing, Prof. Rai
Krisbnrt nncl ir host of others. The cliscussions tlrat
follorvecl the talks rvcrc lively and animatecl.

Prof. Bhaskerran cleftned Liberalism, in his inirnit-
able rva-v, as a \\'ay of looking at things - "the most
permissable kind of attitude", that it does not believe
in ultimates in goals and ftnals in solutions. It believes
neither in total individuality nor in total collectivity.
It is a philosophy of freedom. But freedom is not a

gift of nAture. NIan is bom slave trying to be free. He
has to bc educated to be free. Freedom cannot lle a

consequence of cquality. Freeclour does not prohibit
equalitl'. Ilut tlrr: prtssiott lirr crlrnplctc cqtlalitl' rnal'
errclattqcl fx'r'<lorn.

I'r'of. ll. li. Sltcnol' rlas firul autI forthligltt. Ilt'
trirccd all thcr ills of our ecotloltly to tlle plrrrtnirlg

rvlric'li irrvrrllcs t'rr:ltrtttqt'-cotltrol. irtrllot't lt'strictiolts.
l'ort'i';n-lirl rrt Coi'c'rtttttcnt levcl. ltpllropriirtion <lt'

lru'l, si lrrrlli ,rl ilrt' totrtl ittr.t'sttltt'tit rt':;ttttt('c's l'ot

public enterprise, socio-economic legislation and
deffcit-financing. He was all for the removal of restric-
tions on foreign exchange etc. for a free and better
economy as well as more rvelfare. He rvas uncompro-
mising on this. Norv everybody including the socialists
agree that our present permit-licence raj has brought
our country to this pass. But it would be difficult to
imagine our country without any restriction on import,
exchange etc. especially when even the U.S.A. had to
clamp some on foreign tour. But Prof. Shenoy was
logical and was not challenged at all. He emphasised
the point that the basic industries differ in different
countries and in the same country at different times
and that India's basic industry is agriculture.

lvlr. V. K. Narasimhan was all for rvhat he called
"functional approach" to all problems. Every isstre has

to be judged on its own merits without prejudice and
pre-conceived notions. He advocated the setting up of
quasi-judicial commission before deciding on nationali-
sation. Prof. S. H. Deshpande proved by mathematical
precision lvlry a relatively better ofi farmer will be a
loser in a cooperative farming society rvhere all
resources are poolecl.

In an impassioned speech Dr. F. A. r\Iehta analysed
the state of our economy and the policy decisiorts
rvhich led to the mess we are in now. In his quivering
voice one can sense the agony he felt about the lost
opportunitics and the conseqlrent wrong direction
our economy took after the first Plan. He was one of
the very ferv Indian economists rvho opposed the
\\'rong priorities and mis-direction of our limited re-
sources bv the planners. He siticl evcn tho basic needs

of planning like a formulatiotr ruirchincL\', att evirlua-
tion machinery and a control rooln were absent in ottr
planning. Of the 178 projects in the third Plan only 30
had proper project reports. l3etween 1960-65 produc-
tivity f1a5 gone up only ll1, ?'6% v'hereas the rvages

have gone up by 55%.

I rvas rather clisappointecl v'ith N'lr. Y. D. Phadke's
Iccturc on the economic clcvtl<lprncnt in Thailancl'
Tairvan ancl N,{alaysia. He lrlushecl irsicle tl.re progress

:rclricvctl in those cotrtttlit's lrv saving that it rvas llc-
ciltrsc of tlre largt' <1rt:ttttitr' ol: [ot'cit{lt-ltid. I{t' rrlairr-

tuirrt'ti iliitt ilr. ittti[.,;l \\'(/ll\)iilii rltlt'loirltttltl lt;rr"
not rcaclrctl tltt'ttrasst's itr tltrlstr c'rlrttttrics. IIc. cleplolctl

tlrt' rrrrtholitlttiatt rrtlt' irr tlrr' fil'st trlo ctltlntrics' IItr
liglrtIr olrstt'r'ctl tlrirI lr lt.:t' rtttti tlctttttct'ittic socit'tr'

is iu()l('itrrllot'lrtttl llt:tlt rr lriqlr rlttt'rll (rrlu'tlr' lirrt I



Freedom First

have a feeling that he \\'as rather too harsh in his

judgenent. All of these countries are almost under a

siege by the Communist China. We cannot expect zr

democratic form of Government under this condition.

If U.K. and U.S.A. did rnaintain their democratic form
of Government during the World War, it is because

they have a tradition of democracy. He also omitted
an important fact of land reforms in Taiwan' The
landlords were compensated at market value on

transfer of their lands to farmers, and were induced

to engage in industries. This, along u'ith the foreign-

aicl hclped Taiq'trn to reach the so-callecl take-off stage

in l.ler e'conomic development and do arvay with the

foreign-aid.
tr,Ir. D. N. Patodia, the young and dynamic M.P'

from Rajasthan shorved with facts and figures how

free enierprise has played a big part in the economic

clevelopment of India in spite of all the restrictions

bir the Government. He said that over-capitalisatiou,

over-staffing and maintaining of big inventories are

some of the defects of the state enterprises. There is a

strange mixtttre of high prices and lo'iv profits in the

state iector. The Indian farmer about the poorest in the

s,orld has to pay prices which are about the highest

in the u'orld for his fertilizers.
There was a lucid analysis of the role of trade

unions in a free ecollomy by N{r. V. B. Karnik. He main-

tained that there could be no free tlade union lrithout
a free societl'. He cited the examples of the USSR tnd
Nazi Gernrany tvhere uniorts rvere imltosed from :rbove

and acted melely as transrnissi<ln belts of the regirne

concerned. He tritrced tlie development of tracle ttnion

movement along with that of democrac,v especially

in U.K. He concluded s'ith the remalrk that the lno\/e-

ment of protest lras norv become a rnoverrleilt for co-

operation. Thc tt'aclc' unions progressecl lr'oin the

dcctrine of restrail.tt to collective bargair.ring ilrrling
thc last hundrecl years. This is mrrinly duc to the

s-idening of democratic svstent ancl processes'

Prof. Raj Krishna spoke on the food problern in

India. He said that there rvas an anuual grorvth of
3.5% in clemaud for foocl ancl ottr grorvth in food pro-

chrction has been nearll' 3 per cent since 1951' The

foocl pro<hrction hts gollc uP frortl 5-1 nlillion tons

to 89 nijllioir tous betu'cen 1951-65, u4rich is <1uite

c'rc'clitablt' consiclt'rirrg thc prlst 50 r'ears' H<' s'as

r.r.itical ol tlrc usc rnatle tt{' tltc footl grililrs olrtititrccl

frorrr tlrc tlS.\ rrrttlt'r l'1, '1,\(). lrtslt'rLrl ol' rr:irrg il {or'

lru{[t,r stocks, it t\'us uscrl to ilisttrrlt lrtlth c'otlsttrttpticltr

rurcl ptr,,'l,rr'tiorr. TIt' ri'lts lrollt'l'ttl ltllrlrlt otrr frlocl llit'l-
clrrc'tiort. tlrrrrrks to sott'tt' ol thc trcu' r'ltrit'tit's rrt rr ltcut

lrrrrl rict'.
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Ir,Ir. M. R. Masani, Ntl.P., rvho inaugurated the semi-

nar, summed up the cliscussion of tire rnain theme rvhen

he said that there is no contradiction or conflict bet-
rveen development and democracy or food and free-
dom, as some participants suspected. The rapid eco-

nomic development in Taiwan, Israel, Thailand,
Malaysia, South Korea, Japan and Pakistan as against
the slorv growth in India, Ceylon, Egypt, Indonesia,
Burma, Communist China, prove that free economy
helps faster growth.

NIr. Masani traced the growth of Liberalism in
India. J. S. N{ill and others gave inspiration to our
own Liberals like Dadabhoy Naoroji, Pherozsha

lvlehta, Justice Ranade and others. But liberalism
could not grow in India because of militant national-
ism and later socialism. Now that militant nationalism
has achieved its purpose and socialism has shown its
clay-feet, time has come for the revival of liberalism.
Gandhiji was a liberal rvheu he declared that he was

for that type of government which governs the least,

rvhich gives maximurn freedom to man and minimum
authority to the State. Our Constitution too is liberal
as it rvas adopted in 1950.

If liberalism has to thrive in India it has to find its
roots in Indian tradition. Then and only then can it
catch the imagination of the masses. The pluralism

and diversity in Indian tradition and history make the

task of liberals easy. The freedom of thought and

expression rvhich is the essencc of liberalism is also to
be found in this traclition. Libcralism has a good soil
ancl climate iu Inclit if orilv liberals make use of it.
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Liberty An d Russian Revolution
R. Srinivasan

A LL revolutions, whether they be the Spartacusist of/ r Roman times or the more recent French, American
and Russian Revolutions remain essentially attempts
at striking for more liberty. Even the most peaceful of
modern revolutions, the English one of 1688, had a
long charter of basic liberties.

The Russian Revolution, too, began as a movement
to extend freedom to the dou'n trodden, the poor
peasant, and the urban masses condemned to live in
squalor and in perpetual bondage. The difference
between the Russian Revolution and the earlier ones
was in this that there was an elaborate philosophy u'hich
underlay the Revolution. The central tenet of it u'as
that Iiberty rernained meaningless in the absence of
economic opportunities. Since then, almost all people
have seen the inclissoluble connection between liberty
and economic opportunities. The Russian model of
economic and political organization has remainecl an
attractive blueprint to many statesman of underdeve-
loped nations ancl they have sought to rebuild their
nations on the Russian example. It is for these reasons
that an estimate of the trials of liberty in the Soviet
Union is rnore than of nrere academic interest,

When the Revolution broke out in Russia, it had a

long tradition of social unrest to look back to. In fact,
most Russian intellectuals in the cottntry active after
the 1860s rvere either seriously engaged in contenrplat-
ing revolution or in opposing it. It rvas ver1, rnuch in
fashion among the then young, and Lenin r,r'as onlv
the latest among them.

All revolutions need cledicated people. Leniu's
clcclication u':rs terrible in its earuc'sttress. In tlre first
place he hitcl a certituclc irbottt his position rvlrich lre
coulcl never cloubt.

There vi'as also the \Iarxist (as rvell as thc rrbstrirct)
habit of vies'ing events as clecisions of Reason, Scienc't'.
History u'hich could not bc questionecl as such. His
follolvers generally tencled to emulatc hirn ancl his
doctrines.

On assurning po\\'er in Novernber, l,enin callecl tlrt'
toilers ancl s'orkcrs of the tu'in cities to :rt'rest ati<l

Itancl over to the rcvoltrtiorrary' trillunal.s thosc ulro
u,cre eucurics ol' thc yrcopl<' irncl thc revoltrtiort. Tlrc
Flolv Ilrrssiun lirn<l nrrrst lrt"'<'lenust'tl of rrll no.tirrrrs
ittst'cts, scorrrrclrt,l flc'rrs. lrt'cl l,trg rrclr' t'tt'. lJt't'ltil t ultis
u'otrlcl lrc uitlrchlirvrr 1r'our tlrosc u-lto uotrlcl not co
oltt'rrttt' rvitlr tlrr' lirrrrt oI tltc govcl'trttrt'rtt. TIrc tlcltlr
lrerraltv rvlriclr u irs alrolislrccl s ars lcstolccl ['or sc\'('rrt\

crimes including theft and forgery; crimes against
state property s'ere visited by the same penalty. Some
of these severe penalties might have been compelled
upon the government-rnainlv because of the chaotic
conditicns then prevailing. And it is easy indeed
to minimise the cliffculties that the government
faced. Terror became one of the inevitable features
of Russian politics ancl u'as to continue for long.

The consolidaton of the revolution through terror
coulcl not be continuorrsly permanent or legitimate.
There were pressllres upon Lenin from party rvorkers
and attempts rvere rnade to further the revolution
through other means. TIre need of the hour was for ir
core of rvorkers rvho cotrlcl be trusted to be loyal ancl
ruthless. This rvas thc task to rvhich Lenin <levotecl
hinrself and the mocleru communist party s'as tlre
lesult. This rvas to prove a ne'\r' political phenomenon
and since tl.re tirne of Lenin, any'dictatorship has had
one great asset-the party. The palty u'irs to develop
inuer resources, strength ancl suppleness never slls-
pectecl earlier. The party u'as to bring about thc
clictatorship of the proletirriat. The party'' clevelopecl
certain distinguishing ferrtures u'lrich ncecl to be notecl.
There u'as, an irbsolute trnanimity on the theoretical
principles of socialism, rer'olution and "democracy".
Equally inrporttrnt has been thc clevotion expected of
the members to the cause. Discipline has been rigicl
and no cornpromise allorvecl theoretically'. Horvever,
tactically it has been admittecl that temporary alliances
rnay be accepted rvith other factions or parties-but
only to elirninate them later. The party should leatl
the massc's in their narne ancl offer thenr the rnuch
nr.ccle'd Ieaclcrship.

Aklng u'itlr thc clevelopn.rt'rtt of thc pirrt1.. tlterc rvcrt'
successful attempts ma(le to infiltrate iuto every group
or institution and infuse them u'ith the spirit of com-
rnunism ancl revoh.rtiou. This s'as rnircle possible by thtr
nllmerous cells that u'ere c'stirblished in factories,
villages, amry uuits, schools, etc. If in trade rtuions,
soviets or coopc'rativcs tltere \'\/c'rc llo party' inftrsiorl,
there s'erc st'clulotrs attcrnpts r.natle to leacl tlre' tlisctrs-
sion through s'ell-tric'<l c'onrnrturist tnenrllers. Thc
r'litborate p<llicr, apitrirttts thitt s'irs Itr.rilt subortlinatc
to tlrt: partv tor;k c'arc of tlcvirrtiortists.The Clreka devc-
lopcrl lttodcrtr mt'tltocls rtf ltolic't' st'lttt' lttltttittistratiorr
t'alt'ltrllv c'opit'ti lrr irtt. r riir i.rrrrtr. irr iJli. ij,, ( llr,;1..i

u'as itlrolislrctl lrtrt inuttt'tiirttclv tlrt' t'stirblislttrtctrt ol'

tlrt' G. It. IT.. thc stittr' pttliti.rrl lclrrlitristliitiott. trtok
clrar'.qt, oI tlrt' t'arlit'r' (-lit i.:ri.



Freedom First

Perhaps there was a justiffcation for those totali-
tarian measures. The country after the revolution was
plunged in chaos. Hunger, want and privation were
widely prevalent. The anti-Revolutionary White Army
was actively attempting to subvert the revolution. The
whole country was in the grip of a near war and the
method resorted to was that of war communism by
which the entire economy was geared to the conduct
of the war. Wholesale confiscation of agricultural pro-
duce to feed the army led for the peasants to revolt, to
store away their grain and to butcher their cattle.
Agricultural produce came to a stop and the country
in 1920 faced a near famine. Economic disaster faced
the country and Lenin confessed that the government
had exceeded its demands upon the peasantry. The
disbanded soldiery was now looting the countryside
which again resulted in a revolt of the agrarian classes.

Lenin halted socialist programmes by the New Eco-
nomic Policy. The country had weathered the initial
storms but the methods rvere to haunt future govern-
ments,

By the end of the twenties Stalin vvas the supreme
master of Russia. He now turned to set right the path
that Soviet economy had taken in 1921-when Lenin
rvas compelled to postpone large scale industrializa-
tion. The economy that had been in shambles rvas
operating in the late trventies. But it rvas not massive
enouglr. The development was too slow and gradual.
The country could not depend upon the capitalist
nations. At all events attempts had to be made to
accumulate vast capital resources-and this had to be
done in urban as rvell as rural areas. The rvheels of
industry had to move continually, and these had to be
continually fed by raw materials from the rural areas.
Consumption had to be cut dos'n, and savings to be
e{fected. The rural populace hacl to make sacrifices,
trncl fcccl the govemr.rleut s-ith resoul'ces. Thcrv hircl to
subsist on the meagrest rations. TI.re pcasants rcfusecl
to cooperate; forced collectivization of the lancls u'as
the result. TI-re u'ealthier peasants \r/ere cornpelled to
leave their farms and thousands u'ere deported to
Siberia. Those rvho refused to cooperate, the peasants,
the bourgeoisie .rvhich opposed the schemes, and the
intellectuals-all of them founed the compulsory
labour force to nru the'sc collectivisecl farrns. Stirlin u'irs
to cclnfess to Cl-rulcliill thrit thc u'al agitinst thc pcasants
lracl beer.r rnore cliffictrlt than thlt irgair.rst the Germans.
Tlre clinrcusitlns of rtriserl, cotrkl lrc jrnt{irrc'rl. 'I'ht'
cottce trtritti(rr ('il.r1ti)s, tlrc l'olc illlc t'r'ictiott oI lllrr:rlr'
itt tltotrsancls across t u lrolt' c'orrntn'. tht' c'rrlc'rrlatcrI
practis<' of gcrroc,iclc on tlrc largcst sc'alt' possilr'lc' rrlc,

litrttilirri to ctt't'totit'. .\ r'ilttruI strrtc ol ciril riar itrrtl
rrorl-( o()i)r't'iltiorr lt'itcl t0 tlrt' liVt'strlr.'li oi ilrt' courrtrv t0
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be reduced by one half. This was the beginning of a

series of acts of terror that the tyrant was to unleash
over the countryside.

By the beginning of the thirties the crises that Lenin
faced on the economic front had passed and one should
have expected respite from terror and compulsion.
The rural opposition was put down-and in the urban
areas the workers were loyal to the party and to rvork
programmes. The economic trial was over and some
order had been brought both into agriculture and into
the industries. There was a good harvest in 1933 and
the industrial production for 1953/4 soared from a
mere 5% to 20%. Almost all sections of the population,
including the intellectuals had fallen in line with the
party and the regime. One should have normally ex-
pected a relaxation of severity. But the thirties were
to rvitness a terrible reappearance of a bout of political
murders.

The purge reached new heights in 1937 when tens of
thousands of people from all walks of life, humble
partyworkers, nationalists of the different regions,
priests both of Catholic and the Byzantine churches
all became victims of Stalin's megalomania. The police
staff rvho had assisted Stalin in these extermination
campaigns were visited upon by the same fate that
attended their victims. In 1937 Stalin announced that
the era of purges had come to an end and admitted that
there might have bcen miscarriages of justice and
mistakes in the ar.l'ard of punishments.

Its cost was enormous. The victims covered 70% of
the Central Committee members of the Party Con-
gress elected in 1934, one half of the army elite, a
considerable body of economist-administrators, intel-
ligentsia in large numbers, nationalists and of course
thousands of innocents. The grorvth of industrial pro-
dtrction rvhich in 1935 was 2O% crashed to 2% in 1939.
Brrt Stnlin gainccl in sul;jccting lris populace to an iron
cliscipline ner.'er knou'n before. There u'as perhaps
nonc in the country, save perhaps Stalin himself, 'ivho
coulcl have been confident that he would not be the
victim tlre next hour, the next day or tl.re next lveek.
This administation of terror had paralyzed the people
into rvilling obedience and none would have dared to
question the legitimacy of the regirne.

Klirushcher"s Russia clid usher in a nen'type of politi-
cal ccor-ror.r.r1.' u'hich rnay rr,ell be called "rvelfare tottr-
litirriirnisrn" u'hcrcin celtain benefits dicl percolate to
tlrc pc<lplc. 'fhcsc u'c.rc in thc rccltrction in thc horrrs
ol u rrlli, socirr'l sccrrrilr' pi'oglrrrnrnt's. lltrg<'r' lrorrsing
lrcnt'[its urr<l c'orrsrrnrer goocls.'l'lrcsc, frrr from srrtis-
l]r'in,1 tlrt' pcopl<', lri.tvtr onh' rr'irettt'rl tlreil irppctitcs for
rrrulr'. l)is-rilttsiotttrtt'nt ciuttc t';tlit rttrrl tlrt' giittrI qrrr,-

((-rrttlittrtr'rl rrtt trrltt lI)



American Trade Union Movement
V. B. Karnik

lfiHE American trade union movement is today the
I strongest and the rvealthiest in the world. But
it had to pass through a number of difficult phases be-
fore reaching the stage that it has reached. Mr. Gus
Tyler begins his book* with an outline of the fascinat-
ing story of that advance. The outline is necessarily
brief but it gives a good idea of the difficulties that
were encountered and of the steps that were adopted
to overcome them.

The larger part of the book is, however, devoted to
a discussion of the problems that the movement faces

in present-day America. This is in conformity with
the sub-title of the book which is 'Trade Unions
in a New America.' America is a fast-changing
country. During the last fifty years or so it has under-
gone a technological as well as a social revolution. The
revolution was peaceful and slow; but none the less it
was a revolution. Mr. Gus Tyler has described the
revolution and has dealt particularly u'ith its impact
on the labour and the trade union movement.

The problems that the trade union movement faces

in the new America are the problems of automation, of
the entry of Negroes in the labour force, of the shift
of industry to the South and of the growing political-
isation of American society including the labour
movement. Ir{r. Gus Tyler has dealt rvith each problem

and trade unions'response to it in a competent maruler'
Refering to changes in the economy Mr. Tyler says

at one place: "Tl-re nature of the economy is changing;
from blue collar to rvhite, from manufacturing to
service, from lorv skill to high skill, from private
industry to government, from North to South, from
hand to brain." As a result of changes in the economy
there s'ill be changcs in tlre labotrl frlrcc also. Thoscr

cltanges are clcscribecl irs follos's: "The r\tnericar.t
labour force circa 1975 n'ill be bigger, younger, ancl
more feminir-re. It rvill u'ear a q'hite collar, be better
schoolecl, and u'olk in a sen'ice trircle. Its muscles rvill
have shrunk and its brain u'ill have grorvn. It rvill be
driftiirg au,ay frorn the farm and countryside for
factories and stores in the neighbourhood or for jobs
in cities ancl suburbs."

Or.re of thc rniscor.rcc'ptions rrbout thc American traclc
union rlovement is that it sliuns politics and is apoliti-
cal. \Ir. Tvlcr lias clcvotccl a nunrlrcr of pagcs oltlris
book to rcrnovirru thirt rnisr,onc.t'ptiorr. Ilcginninq s'ith
Ilre t]rt'sis "Collt'ctivc lralgiLirrirrg is rr lloliticnl stltrgrtlc

" 'I-ltc Lulnut' lir,r'olrtirrrr. Clrrs Tr.L'r. 'flrr' \'ikinq lrr.ess.
Nr's' 1'r'rk. S (t.5(r

over economic goals-iust like most other political
struggles in the world," he points out: "Trade unions as

a distinct expression of one aspect of the broader
concept covered by the term "labour movement" turn
to politics for a variety of compelling reasons; to orga-
nize; to enjoy legal status; to maximize employment;
to Iegalisate protection against the hazards of acci-
dents, unemployment, illness, old age; to express the
uislvpoint of a body of citizens on its orvn state and the
state of the world."

Mr. Tyler has devoted a special chapter to the dis-
cussion of American trade unions' involvement in
politics. He concludes the chapter by describing the
result of that involvement as follows: "The real
impact will be in the changed political attitude of
millions of individual American workers: an inter-
ested and informed involvement in national goals and
a feeling of personal responsibility for decisi<.rn-

making. This era of political unionism will mark
a revolution and, like so many other American revo-
Iutions, it will come piecemeal and silently."

American trade unions Mr. Tyler has pointed out are
not static. They are responding to the changes in
society. "Basically, the unions are responding to h nerv
economy that is creating a nelv kind of work force.
But this is not the only factor underlying the change
in labour's personality. The movement is responding
to the increased polticalizatiou of the American people;
it is responding to the metropolitan ferment; it is

responding to the arvakening of the Negro and to the
remaking of the South. It is responcling to the challeng-
es of the second half of the twentieth century and is

doing so through the attitudes of a changing member-
sliip ancl leaclerslrip." American tracle turiotrs huvc a

llright futurc. before, thern becausc they' changc along
u,ith the society in s'hich they operate.

There are a nurnber of books on the American
tracle union movement. But N,Ir. Tvler's rvill remain a

distinct contribution. He has neatly described the
challenges that it faces and boldly pointed the course
that it must adopt if it is to servc' rvorkers as efiectively
in the future as it l.rts in the past. NIr. Tyler is eminentll'
clrralifiecl to s'ritc the book. I'Ic has bcen closely
associatecl *'itir tlre rnovcrnent as the I)irectol of
Dr'pirrturt'rrt oI Politics arrrl Ildtrcation of tlrc Intt'r'-
rrrlional l,:rtlics (lurrncnt \\'orkcls' f rrtion. ITr' < rinr-

bittcs irt t Iinc r)i:I)lncr ac'aclcnric krrori lcclgc: u'itlr
experieucr. <lf tlre tlirr,-t<l-cl'rv functioning of t big
trrtiotr.



Persecution Of Writers [Jnder Communism
fN Russia writers are still being prosecuted and
I sentenced. A news item published in Indian papers
in the second week of January gave the following
information about the latest assault on the freedom of
writers: "A Soviet court today sentenced Yury Galan-
skov to seven years' hard labour and Alexander
Ginsburg to ffve years at the end of Moscow's 'literarv
underground' trial. Co-defendant Alexei Dobrovolsky,
rvrrs given two years and Vera Lashkova, a typist ancl
drama stuclent one year. The sentences were reported
b)' a rnember of the Young Communist League, rvho
c:rme out of the court. The same man has been acting
as a semi-official spokesman on proceedings in the
court. Ginsburg, Galanskov and Lashkova had plead-
ed not guilty to the charges. Dobrovolsky pleadecl
guilty' ancl gave evidence against the other tlrree. The
foul rverc' held under investigation for a year before
being brought to trial."

The trial trnd the punishment that was inficted dicl
not pass off quietly. They attracted wide notice.
Crorvcls gathered outside the courtroom to show their
sympathy rvith the rvriters and their contempt for the'

irccused, the K.G.B., the Russian secret police. Tlterc'
$'as a pl'otest demonstration on the street.

\\/hile' the four rvriters rvere held in prison, over
one htrrrclrecl and fifty rvriters and scientists had peti-
tioned to the Government asking for an open trial.
Tl.re petition dicl r-rot procluce any result. On the last
day' of the trial an nppeal to lvorld opinion urging
condemnation of tlre trial as shameful rvas rviclell'
distribute'd. Prominent amongst signatories to the
appeal rv:rs Pavel Litvinov, the grandson of the olcl

Bolshcvik leader, N{axim Litvinov rvho rvas for ir

number of years the Foreign Minister of Russia' The
lssoc'iution of votrng Litvirlov lvith tht' s'ritcrs' protcst
has crt'att'cl iI vr)l')' ctnbarrassing situatioll for tlit'
ColcLtttttettt.

Pavel Litvinov hird earlicr sellt to several Etrropean
papcrs his notes of the trial of tlre *'riter, \/aclirnir
ilt kovskv rvhich took plirce in Septcmber 1967. It
appears from the notcs that Bukovskl', rvlto lvas sen-

tenced to three ycrars imprisonment for a demonstra-
tion in l'trshkin Square on behalf of threc irrrested

rvritcrs- rt'ncl ut his trial serctions from tlrt' Sor-iet con-

stittrtiorr guarautc'cing frecclom of clcmonstrations ancl

girtlrclirrqs <lrr tlrc strt't't' llv s'av of coutrast, he pointccl
iirrt thrrt irr tlr<' U.S., tlrc Stt;lLt'ttrc C<ltrrt hircl rtssttlt'tl
tlrc riglrt ,ri (,trtttttttttrists to pt'accftrl tlisst'nt "\\'lrrrt
tltt' pt'o:t'ttrtot' u'<ltrltl likt' trl ltt'at' frottt ttrt', ltc rtotr'I
lrcrlr." srritl llrrkovskr', "tlrt'r'c is no crir.ninal act in rnr'

cirsr'. i .tl;.rritttt'h tlo ttot tt'1lt'trt." \olrctlr''lcss tlli'
Sor ir'l ,)! .,. r'r'rr' r'l.tl tlrirt Iltrkovskv Irlr<l plclrclctl

A savage sentence of fffteen years in prison was in-
flicted upon four rvriters, members of the Berdyayev
Circle n'ho were arrested in lr4arch 1967, together with
17 students from Leningrad. The Court iustified the
heavy sentence by claiming that the four belonged
to "an illegal political grouping rvhich worked for
foreign intelligence under the disguise of a philosophy
circle". Other eleven members of the Circle, mainly
students from Leningrad University's Law Faculty,
*'ere, it is reported, banished to Siberia or conffned to
mental homes.

The world has not also forgotten the two writers,
Sinyavsky and Daniel who lvere sentenced to seven
years' and five years' "strict regime in a corrective
labour ctrnp" in February 1966. A new campaign has
been organised to demand their release. Initiative in
organisirrg it has been taken b,n- the Internation PEN
and the Belgian League for the Defence of Human
Rights. A large number of prominent writers, scientists
:rnd thinkers from various countric's have already
joined the canrpirign.

Among the signatories rvho havc pressed for the
release of Sinyavsky and Daniel are A. J. Ayer, C. V.
\\'edgri'ood, Iris \,Iurdoch, Doris Lessing, J. B. Priestly,
Rebecca \Vest, Nlargharita Laski and others. Normas
St. John-Steras, il N,l. P. rvho lras estensively corn-
rnented upon censorship lau's aloug lvith Grahan'r
Grcene, Arthr-rr \lillerr, Ignirzio Silone, Francois
-\lauriac ar.rcl Gunthel Crass hirl'c joinecl the group to
arvirken public opinion. The Secretary General of the
P.E.N., N'h'. David Carver said: "We rvant the public
in Britain to be aware of the fate of these two men.
Public opinion here and elservhere can help enorm-
oush'in persuading the Iiussiilr.rs to shift their position.
In the Nc's' Yeirr u'c shirll be holcling rr r.trajor public
nrer.ting irr Lorrkrn to rlernoustlittt' our protest. We
inlcncl to slr<-lu' the Sovict Govt't'trtttct-tt tltirt rt'c tueitt-t
lnsiness."

From rvithin the prison sonre irppeals were srnuggled

otrt; one of thcsc rvrrs frtlnt Ginzlterg to Kosygin stirt-

ing that he rvas ready to be tried etncl be convictecl for'

giving his support to the cause that Sinyavsky and

Daniel stood for. Ginsbcrg, ouct' cditor of the uncler-
grorrrrcl journal Plroutit tvits arrcstt'tl tlrricc in sis .vears.
Tlrt' nrirgrrziuc ltirs thc lcptrtirtiorl ol lreirrg one of thc
rnost crt'rttivt' ol' tttt<lergr<ltttrcl jotrlrrals.

\t'n's is iti itil:rlrlt' irlrorrt :';iltlilltt' pct'stlctttit'tt ttf it

plortrittcttt u.r'itt't ll',rttt (lzt'tlrosl'rrlkia. Ltrdislirr

-\lrurcko i.s a s'c'l l-krtrlu tr (izt'cltoslovrtkiittt llo\'('list' II('
\\on il ft'rt' r'crtts llir<'k tlt,.' lriqlri'st litcli-rry as'arcl of

tlrt' c'otttttt r'. tlrt' KIt'rrrt'rrl L,oitrr otl i'i i':' l l: llrti':l
,O,,t.ii,,r,,l ,,11 ,',1.,1. !'
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Re,oie,ws

Presid,ent Zakir Husain
A. G. Noorani, Popular Prakashan, Bonbrry, Iis. 15.

rnHIS is a short biography of Dr. Zakir Husain, the
t President of India. It is written by that young,
well-known iournalist Mr. A. G. Noorani rvho has
already made a name for himself as a fearless ancl
erudite political commentator. Popular Prakashan
appears to have taken particular pains to make the
book into a fine production.

Ilefore he became the President last year not much
was known even in educated circles about the life and
rvork of Dr. Zakir Husain. He had always shunned
publicity and he did not figure prominently in nervs-
papers until he was elected the Vice-President in 1962
as he was not an active politician. He had dedicated
his life to education and work in the educational field
is hardly ever hot nervs.

Zakirsaheb was, however, wellknown amongst the
leaders of the national movement as a man of great
integriiy and ability and as a person rvho rvould dis-
charge with competence and distinction the duties of
any high office that may be entrusted to him. That
rvas rvhy he rvas selected to succeed Dr. Radha-
krishnan as the President of Inclia. In orcliu:rry circurl-
stances, as a universally respected person, Zakirsaheb
*'ould have been elected rvithout a contest. Hou'ever,
flushed by the success that they had secured in the
general election, opposition parties desired to infict
one rlrole crushing defeat upon the Congrcss. Therc-
fore, there rvas a contest, but Zakilsaheb r'vas electc'cl
with a large majority. Since then he is the President
and in the short time that lias elapsed he has given
ample evidence to show that he can hold that high
office rvith competence, dignity and grace.

In the sl.rort space of a little over a hunclrecl pages
trIr. Noorani has dc'scriircd in a lucicl mirr.rncr the rnain
incidents in thc life of the Prcsiclent ancl thc qrurlities
of head and heart l'hich n'on for him respect and
esteem from all tliose rvho catne in touch rvith him in
various fields of nctivities. His rnain tt'ork \f ils, no doulrt,
the Jarnia Milia. But he rvas for about seven Yeals
the Vice-Cliancellor of the Aligarh University and was
also closely associated rvitli Gandhiji's scherne of
Basic Eclucation. All thcsc antl tnanl' other i.rctivities
itttcl nrore particulrrll. thc con'rplex dcvcloprncnts in
the national r.novement cluring that period in 'ivhicl'r
Zakirsaheb rnust havc been intimatelv ir-rl'tllvctl catl
lrc coverecl onlv in rr frrll-lenqth llioglaq-lh1'. Thr'
picturr' of tlic Plcsiclcnt that N4r'. Noorani has pirintecl
in this short book s'ill u'het thc readers' appetite for
srrclr rt lriclqlliplrr'.

I\,Ir. Noorani has clealt with many aspects of Zakfu-
saheb's life and rvork. The rnain event of the period,
hou'ever, has receit'ed no attention. lt rvas the grorvth
of the r\,Iuslim League and its €mergence as the pre-
dominent organisation of the Muslims. One rvould
have liked to knorv rvhat Zakirsaheb and other
nationalist r\{uslims did to counteract that pheno-
rrenon and rvhy they failed in their efforts to win the
support of the Muslirn community. Mr. Noorani has
not dealt rvith that problem nor has he attempted any
assessment of the educational work of Zakirsaheb or
of Jamia Milia to rvhich he had dedicated himself.
Horvever, the book as it stands presents a fine portrait
of Zakirsaheb, one of the most lovable of the great
figures of our national movement.

The book has an illun-rinating foreword by N4r.

Jayaprakash Narayan. Apart from several plates, it
carries as a frontispiece a ffne portrait of Dr. Zakir
Husain by the celebrated artist, Mr. M. F. Husain.

V. B. KenNx

The Lamp and the Lampstand
K. P. S. I\'Ienon, Oxford Univcrsity i;ess, Rs. l0

l|,,tfR. K. P. S. NIENON r.r'as during his long period
Lvr of service a distinguished public servant. His
service began under the British. It continued after
Inclcpendencc ancl found its fulfilment in his appoint-
lurerlt as thc Ambassador of India in Moscorv. He
sen'ed both regimes diligentll' and loyally, taking care
on both occasions to tailor l.ris viervs to the 'r'ieg's that
previ'riled in the ruling circles.

This is particulally noticeable in the case of the
nine years, 1952-1961 that Mr. Ivlenon spent in Mos-
cow as Ambassador. He knew that during that period
Pandit Nehru u'ho rvas the Prime Minister as well as

the External Affairs N{inister saw only the bright side
of the Russian Revolution ancl rr'As interested in
lrlveltising riucl popularising it. Uncler thc influence. of
that knos'lcclgc NIr. N,Ienon becrtme a clevotee of the
Rcvolution ancl of thc existing Russian regime, Ttre
devotion then formed continued even after retirement
ancl is nou'expressing itself through rvork for the Indo-
Sovict Cultural Society, a rl'olk that is highly regarcled
in top governmental circles.

The book is Mr. Menon's offering to the celebration
of thc fiftictlr anniversart' of tho Russiatr RevoLrtion.
It is n cor-nbiuntion of trvo carliel books' Thc Flying
Troil;tt arrcl Rtrssialt Panoxttrttt. TIre c'arlicr books are
prrblishul togt'tlrer itr otrt' moclerittelv pricecl voltttttt'
rlitlrorrt lutr- sttbstantial lc'r'isioll. Tht' arrthor declares

tlrltt lrc clic[ not {incl an1' t't'r'isiotl ll('c('ssarv except fol'

tltc ornissiotr of sotnc 1>urts fol rcasolls of space.
'l'lrc firsr prttl iottsists ol' tlrt' lloliticrrl tliirri' u'lriclr

I



Freedom Flrst

records many events that took place during Mr.
Menon's stay in N{oscorv. The events are wellknown
and the'writer does not throrv any new Iight on them.
Mr. Menon sees everything through Russian eyes and
is naturally very critical of all actions and policies of
tlle United States of America. The diary is, however,
only "the record of one man's reactions" and will have
to take its place along with several other records. There
is nothing outstanding in Mr. Menon's record.

The other part is a book of travels which is far more
interesting. Mr. Menon lvas able to travel extensively
and he has given picturesque descriptions of all parts
of Russia that he visited. His descriptions of the several
Asian Republics that he visited and of the progress
made there in the ffelds of education, health and
industrial and social development rvill be read rvith
keen interest. However, he moved about rvith blinkers
on his eyes. He has not a word to say about the des-
tuction and dispersal of several national groups in
the Republics that he visited or about the domination
of Russian communist rulers that he must have wit-
nessed everyrvhere. Possibly, he did not ffnd it
necessary to mention them in a book of travels.

The Oxford University Press deserve to be compli-
mented on the fine printing and get-up of the book
and on the lorv price that they have charged for a book
of about 350 pages.

V.B.K.

The Peace Corps

Unitecl States Informatiou Sen-icc, Sikandra Road, New Delhi.

rFHIS is an attractively printed and profusely illus-
r trated booklet giving information about the work
that the American Peace Corps Volunteers are doing
in India. The ffrst batch of Volunteers came to India
towards the end of 1961. Since then they have been
coming in batches as and when the Government of
India allorvs them to come. Most of them rvork in
villages and small towrls helping tlie local people help
themselves in improving agriculture, in digging rvells,
in building roads or schools, in organising medical
relief ancl doing man.v other similar things of irnme-
diate use to them.

The idea of the Peace Corps originated with the
late President Kennedy. He thought that the Govern-
ment-to-Governrneiut assistancc. u'hich proceeds from
the Unitccl States <lf Amcric:r shoul<l bc supplcmen-
ted by people-to-pcople hclp providecl by non-official
voluntarl' t'orkcrs rvho rvorrld go abload ancl hc'lp
people hclyr tlrcmsch'cs in tlrc ffclds of echrcrttion.
slrnitation, rigric'rrlttLlc, r'oiril lntl lrotrst' btrilciirrg ctc.
Thc iclcir appcalcd to thc r\rnerican pctlple and lx, the
errcl o[ .l.t)6fi 

ovcr 16.(X)0 .\rrrr.ricrrn Pcucr' Crrrl.rs Vrr'lrrn-
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teers rvere rvorking in 53 countries. The Volunteers
come from all classes of the American people and
amongst them are to be found teachers, mechanics,
social r,vorkers, sanitation engineers and others.

In India the Volunteers have been doing useful
work in the fields of agriculture and food production,
social services and smallscale industry. Some of them
did splendid work in Bihar in the recent famine relief
operations.

It is a pity that this silent, useful service that the
Volunteers have been rendering to the people is dis-
liked by some. The critics are mostly Communists and
fellow-travellers. They are afraid that if the service is
expanded and if the people learn to help themselves
they will be denied the opportunity to exploit the
poverty and the misery of the people for their own
political ends. The ostensible excuse, of course, is that
it amounts to expansion of American influence. Accord-
ingly, they are trying to bring pressure upon the
Government to stop the activities of the Volunteers.
If the public is well-informed about what the Volunt-
eers are doing they will not allow this attempt to
succeed. The booklet provides the necessary informa-
tion in an attractive form.

V.B.K.

The Shio Sena,Whg? andWhg not?

A. N. Confectioner, Popular Prakashan, Bonlbay, Re. 1

THE Shiv Sena is in the news all over the counhy
r and a lot is being said for and against it. In this
situation a thoughtfi statement plaii.,g before the
public the pros and cons of the controversy was badly
needed. This short pamphlet issued by NIr. H. R.
Pardiwala perforrns that task in a commendable
manner. It should be read by tlie critics as .w'ell as
the supporters of the Shiv Sena,

N.S.

STRIKES IN INDIA
I Bv V. R. Kenxrx
I

i Pricc: Rs 42

I
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gress in space programmes could not alrvays compcn-
sate for genuine shortages, discomforts and unfulfilled
expectations. Totalitarianism of the 20th century rvill
go more the rvay of Huxley's fantasia, Brarse Neu
World Reaisited rvhere a non-terrorist tyranny perpet-
trates itself than the way of Orwell's Nineteen eighty

four. The Soviet Union has survived half a centlrry
and its present set-up perhaps will be permanent for
all times to come. It may be argued, as indeed it has
been, that Soviet totalitarianism is not the terlible
thing that it rvas under Stalin. Indeed it is not; but
neither it is a fi'ee society. The curbs on individual
liberties are many and are pervasive though they rnay
appear to rveigh but lightly upon the citizen.

The Russian system today has travelled far from the
Stalinist days, but it has certainly several totalitarian
features s'ithin it. As the society is becoming larger
irncl more complex, therc appears to have emerged a

conflict betrveen the needs of thc party and those of
the huge bureauclacy that has to function at several

levels. The leadership has seen the colossal rvaste of
human resources that rvas laid by terrorism; thought
control and excessive centralization did not seem to
bestorv any benefits for the political system. Bureau-
cracy needs for efiective functioning dccentralization,
autonomy at several levels and standards of rationalitl'.
The party's needs arc centralization, authoritarian
stmcture and manipulation of symbols and ideologies

-arll rvhich are vierved rvith suspicion by the bureau-

cracy. For the tin-re being the clominance of the party
has been near total; but it has been con-rpellecl at ccr'-

tain stages to relinquish its prominence to the claims of
the bureaucracy. Totalitarianism in all settled societies
rvill be cornpelled to, modify its "totality" at certain
sections u,hen the bureaucracy or the other interests
u'ill take over. Horvever since the party has absorbed
rrll tlre interests the likelihoocl is that tlre btrreaucracy
rrill bc the otily cornpeting interest to thc partl'. \\Iith
tu'o giant intercsts conrpcting thcrc is llouncl to be
sornc libertic's lrtrt for thc profcssional not for thc
<lrdinary citizen. \\/ith Hitler and t\Itrssolini tearing the
civility of Europt' and u'ith thc risc of petty but tcr-
lible dictators like Franco, resulted in an important
intellectual rnovemet.tt irr Europc rvhich s'as to spreacl

all over tlte worlcl. rVany intellectttals sarv oull' onc
alterr.rativc to Capitrrlism ancl Fascism and tl'rat s'as
Socialisnr.

l'his convcrsiott of the intellectttttls rvas to ller signi-
fic'irnt lil' tht' futttt't: latiot.ts clf Afro-Asirt. For se'r't'ral
rrationalists u.lrctlr<'r' thev bc of Iucloncsiir ol Ilclia,
ri't'rt' llrottgltt trp to strspc'ct callitirlisrrr ittttl to ti'gi,tiI
iruperialisrrr its an itrcl'italllc fcattrlc' oI crtllitrilisrrl.
'l'lris hlpyrcntrl in In<liir as rvcll. In tlrt'ir zeal for builcl-
irrg it trt'rv irrr[t'pt'rrck'rrt Iutlia, scverrtl rtittiorralist irrtt:l-

Freeclom First

(Continued from pagc 8)

novel The Taste of Power has created a sensation in
European literary circles. It is a satire on the life of com-
munist bureaucrats.

Ladislav N'{nacko differed rvith the Government on
its policy tou'ards Israel and the Arab-Israel war.
Finding it impossible to give expression to his view,
he decided in protest to take a trip to Israel. The
Government did not like his action and as a punish-
ment stripped him of his honours, his membership of
the Communist Party and of his citizenship. Explain-
ing his protest action he wrote inter alia: "My protest
now is purely political. I believe that a rvriter cannot
be effective unless he rccognizes the political aspects
of his enviloument. N'Iy rvord carries some weight in
Czechoslovakia even though l may speak only for my-
self, not as a representative of any group or organila-
tion. N{y present action, I tnrst, q'ill bc understood by
all those rvho have not yet succunrbecl to complete
nlrathy and abandoned all corlcern for political issues."
The punishment inflicted upon him did not deter
N{nacko. He is detcrmined one day to return to
Czechoslovakia, but until that becomes possible he
rvill contintre propagating the rvriters' right to dissent
ancl give expression to his vieu's.

LIBERTY AND fiUSSIAN REVOLUTION-Continued lrcm page 6

Iectuals sau, in Sovict Russia the model to build an
underdeveloped country.

-Extracts front u paper prepared for seminars on Russiatr
Reaolution orgunised lty the Inclian Committee for
Cultural Frceilom.

i.r

MOSCOIY'S IIANID IN INDTA
Peter Sager

An I'I'H Publiccrtiott-

A penetrating study and assessment of Soviet
Propaganda in India. In his book, Sager has
revealed the magnitude, motive and meaning. of
this propaganda. 272 pages, with 48 pages Art
illrrstrations

Price: PaPerback: Its. 10.00

Clothbouncl : B,s. 15.00

'\tuilolilc at ull lcuding bookslrcps

Solt' l)ist ributor.s:

l, .,1 l, l' ,l l\ I lB lt () 'l' ll l'l 13 s
Ilombay - New Delhi - Nlaclras - Calcutta



With Many Voices
"The deep

Moans round with many voices. Come, my friends,
'Tis not too late to seek a newer world."

-Tenngatn,

According to the Communists, it is not the Legis-
lature that must decide issues but it is the people who
must decide. This means that all questions are to be
decided not through free debate and discussions in
Legislative Chambers but in the streets through
violence.

-IlIarch of the Nation, January 6.

If anything, Naxalbari cut the Communists dorvn to
size and exposed them for the paper tigers they are.

-Frank Moraes, lndian Express, january B.

The ministries have become ernpires by themselves.
--Economic Times, January 9.

Having encouraged a violent agitation, calling it
satyagraha, the Opposition parties in West Bengal
cannot legitimately complain of police atrocities.

-Acharya Kripalani, Indian Exprcss, January 11.

There is nothing so inefficient as a dictatorship
rvhether run by ideologists or "experts".

-]o Grimond, r\LP., trlcmclrcster Guqrdian \Vcekly,
January ll.

What was a legend at Bhubaneshwar endecl trs ir
myth at Hyderabacl.

*\\/cckcnd Reoieu, fanualr' 13.

A conference has
assemblage at rvhich
lvasted.

Registered No. MH 272

been called by a cynic, an
minutes are kept and hours are

-Swaraiga, January 13.

The protest of the Soviet writers and the fantastic
courage of young men like Yury Galanskov and Pavel
Litvinoff reinforce, rather than rveaken, the arguments
in favour of constructive coexistence between Russia
and the West.

-Obsercer, January 14.

Hyderabad made it very clear that the Congress hird
forgotten a great deal and learnt very little.

Opinion', January 16.

Larv and order could not be maintained unless
people rvere satisfied and given employrnent.

-Economic Tinrcs, January 17.

Hindi-protagonists are the enemies of Hincli and
the biggest menace to the spread of Hindi language.

-Dr. P. B. Gaiendragadkar, Indian Erpress,
January 17.

A country that does not trust its r,vriters rvith
fi'eedorn cannot possibly be serious in imagining that
Raclio, Peace arnd Progress is its orvn.rnaster.

-Thought, January 20.

To the Editor,
Fnrunolt Frnsr,
C/o Democratic Research Scn'ice.
127, \{ahatma Candhi Road.
Bombay l.

Please enrol nte as d subscriber to FneeooM FrRsr

I rcmit thc annual subscription of Rs, 3,00

Nitrrre:

Address:

Sign:rtrrre

Tltc itnsu'er to \tic'tnirm is Inclonesia.

-Current, January 20.

Tlrere is no strategv, "open or concealcd", in the
Cor.rgress tlrinking irt the Centre, to topple non-
Cott gress 691's111111snts^.

-Corrgress Gencral Sccretirt'1', Sadicl Ali,
'I'ltc Indion Erl,tress, Janrraly 24.

Ncl cloubt tiurc
crrrrtttrt'.

-l'ir lkt'slru'ali

has started ltrrrtring orrt lttr tliis

Sirrirr. \l['.. (,'trilt r,', .liLrrrritrr )i.

5i (lrrnr l rr ilr., j. il,r:rjrir' 1 rrrrrl llilit,r,l
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