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Rational Politics
V. B. Karnik

I in the destmctive game of clismpting each other's
strength and organisation, In order to succeed in that

I game tlrel' 4n not rnincl enteling ir.rto unprinciplecl
' alliances rvith other parties and groups. Out of all

other all-India parties therc are only two which havc
a definite obiect in vielv, u'hich in both cases is not
only irrational but also dcstructive of national unity
and democracy and freedom. One is the lana Sangh

, and the other is the Communist Party Marxist. The
i J".r" Sangh is intent on establishing a Hindu Raj
i ryhich will have no place for Muslims eicept as second-
"i class citizens. It also stands for the revival of old
I Uindu ideals and institutions. The Communist Partyt Nlarxist is, on the other hand. out to crcatc disordcr

and anarchy in thc hopc: tlrat iu that condition it rvill
be able to establish its orvn dictatorship. Thc line of
action that it is follorving in West Bengal and Keraln
should leave nobody in doubt about its immecliate ancl
ultimate objective,

Irr spite of tltc grave danger ltlesruted lrv the(t' trvo
parties at the trvo ends of the political spectrurl, the
others are busy destroying each other in the vain hope
of strengthening one's orvn position. In order to secure
mass follorving, they raise from time to time alluring
slogans and participate in manv activities based on
tlre ignorance ancl srrpelstitions of the people. The
test in each case is not the beneftcial result but the
possibility of being able to gather a large follorving.
The people can be fooled in this manner for some
time, but in the end they ffnd out and begin to despise
all politics and all political leaders. This mood of public
disillusion and frustration provides a fertile field for
the rise of dictatolship. Those lvho are not for the
growth of dictatorship should keep in mind this inevit-
able result of their pursuit of irrational politics.

Rational politics always keep before the people
n'ell-defined and easily attainable goals and a concrete
plan of action that will take them to those goals. The
goals comprise social and economic ends which lead
the people from one stage of progress and better life
to another. There is always a readily discernible
relationship between the means and the ends. The
people are not required to take things on belief, nor
are they called upon to struggle and strive blindly for
airy nothings. Rational politics does not look upon the
people as imrnature children to be satisffed rvith toys
or as incalculable forces to be nranipulated one way or
the other. It treats them as grown up human beings
capable of learning and advancing in all ffelds of
human endeavour. It knows that they can be misled.
but is also aware of their capacity to learn from their
mistakes and to hark back to the right path. It believes
iu constant education through rrction and precept and
has the patience to s'ait for results u'hich, it is con-
vinced, are bouncl to follou'.

If the country is to advance on thc road of social
and economic progress, it will have to adopt the path
of rational politics. In order to pursue that path, it
is not necessary to establish a brand new party. There
are enough rnen of good will and prudence in the
existing demoeratic parties rvho can, if they are eon-
vinced, persuade their organistrtions to move in the
direction of rational politics. It is not l)ecessary to wage
a war against parties or politicians. Far more impor-
taut aud esseutial is the task of creating a clirnatc for'
ratiolal politics. Orrce tltat climate i.s crcatcd, pirrtics
and politicians u'ill realisc thirt tlicy' cannot makc a

hcirdlvay rvithout thinking and acting in ternrs of
rational politics.

f-:

f p,otrONAL politics is the need of the hour, nott\ by on" p"ri or the other but by all parties siand-
ing for the progress and prosperity of the people.

I lrrational politics of one drives others in the same

, I direction. The result is alround confusion and chaos
! { in the political field leading to instability and disorder.

f That generally is the picture as it presents itself today
I to any &spassionate political observer.
i The main responsibility for this unhappy state of
I affairs is that of the Central Government and itsi leaders. Since the quarrel in the Congress organisa-

; tion came out in the open in the middle of July last,
! they have taken no deffnite step on any issue exceptj for' the solitary exception if naHonalisation irf
A fourteen major banks, which has by now lost its
't glamour'and efiectiveness. Indecision and drift have

| [*" the major characteristics of all government poli-
1 cies and activities. There is loud talk of socialism, but
I tittt" concrete action to improve the conditio.r of the

! people s'hich should be the objective if socialism is
I to have any meaning.
i The political parties have not behaved any better.
r The <ild Congress and the nelv Congress are engaged



Training F or Dem,ocracy
(from a Correspondent)

r1rHtr l,r'slic Siur'hny Programme of Training for
r Deuroc'rirc1' organised, during the year 1969.
tu,enty-trvo training courses, high level seminars and
conferences in s'hich over six hundred public men,
incltrstrialists, executives, political rvor.kers, \\zomen
socii.rl rvorkers, trirde union functionaries and students
1>articipated. The biggest trrining carnp cluring the
vear \\'as held for 115 students in lt,Iangalagiri, about
ten miles rrrvav from Vijayawacln in Andhra Pradesh.
The usual nine day training collrses rvere held in
various States such as Mysore, N4ahalashtra, Bihar,
Andhra Prddesh, U.P., Kerala and Rajasthan.

One of the distinguishing features of this year's
iictivity u'ns organisation of tlrree lrigl'r level semintrrs,
in collaboration *'ith the Frieclrich-Naumann-stiftung
of \47est Gernrany. A five da1' sen-rinar tvas organisecl
in Calcutta in Septernber on "The Role of Competi-
tive Enterprise in the Indian Economy". The ground
covered at tlre seminirr included topics such as the
role, problerns ancl frrture of free enterprise in our
econom),, thc' problenrs of professional managernent,
the conclition of enrplovees in enterprises, the social
responsibilities of lrtrsiness, fair trade practices' ancl
tlre consumer, irnd the background of the 'German
:\'lirircle'. Arnong those rvho initiated discussions on
these topics rvere Dr. Prof. Heigl of the Rull' Univer-
sit)', \\rest Germany, Mr. lt{. R. N{asani M.P., Dr. R. C.
Cooper, \'h'. D. N. Patodia N{.P., Dr'. F. A. Mehta and
i\{r. S. R. N,Iolrandas. There rvas general agreement at
the seminar about the positive and dynamic role that
competitive enterprise could plal' not only in onr
economy but :rlso in the maintenance of our clemo-
cratic institrrtions. It was also stressecl thai the public
inrage of luclian lnrsirress needccl to bc irnplovecl lx'
ir grcater rr\\rareuess of the social responsibilities of
btrsiuess i.rn<l lry nrorer efective comrnunication ancl
participation in trctive citizenship. It rvas also felt that
the confict betu'een the intelligentsia ancl the btrsiness
<'lite, lvhich is absent in nany other countries, but
rvlrich is present in our country, addecl to the problems
of free enterprise in Inclia.

The seminar in Calctrtta \\/as follos'ecl by another
fir'e <lay .seminar in Delhi on "Nlodenrisation of thc
Inclian Social Strtrcture". The participants and disctrs-
sion lcaders in this stlninar inclrrclccl l)r. S. Chandla-
sekhar, Union \linister l'or l{calth and F:rrnily Plan-
nins, \'lr. Nitrrd C. Charrdltrrli. Plof. \'. \'. Iohn. l)r'.
Anclre llctcille, \{r. i\. G. Noorani. Prof. A. B. Shah.
\4r. A. D. r\,Ioclclie, I)rof. I3alrrrj \{adlrok, \,1.P., \{r..
.frrsticc. G. D. Klrosla. \{r. \t. 11. A. llaiq. \lrs. Nirl'an-
titra Sithgll. tlrc' \lirlraraja ol' Dlrrangirclhra ltrrtl

o

\lr. Philip Sprirtt. Dcspite the u'ide virriety of the
personal expcrience :rrrcl tlre backglounrl of the pirrti-
cipants tlrere s'as general agreement abotrt the inevit-'
abilitv of moclernisation of institutions in India, ltut .

there rvere serious doubts abotrt the inevitability of
rnoclernity s'hich irnplied a rationirl ancl scientific out- l
look, u'ithout a sustainecl ancl concerted efiort at
ecltrcating the people rr4ro \\'ere living in many
centuries at tlre same time. It rvars recognised that,
w'hile on the tvlrole caste n'as rveakening, its exploi-
tation t'endecl to distort the democratic institutions.
The seminar felt that onr tendency had been to solve
problems through legislation. Hence the excessive
legislation of tlre last hventy years. It rvas noted that
tlrele rvere brrilt-in limits in legislation though law
could be an effectivc instmment of change. The
seminar also agreed that there was no hope of moclern-
ising our social structure u'ithout population control.
It therefore, rvelcomed the introduction of legislation '

to raise the minimum age of nrarriage and the pro-
posecl liberalisation of abortion.

Tlre third high Ievel five day seminar r.vas organised
in N{adrirs in December, lg69 on 'The Problems of
Foreign Invc,stment and Aid". Those n'ho led the clis-
cussions included Prof. P. T. Bauer', of the School of
Economics and Political Science, London; Prof. B. R. '
Shenoy, l!lr. I. T. N,Iirchandani, N4r. lvl. R. Masani N,'I.P.

rrncl l)r, Klirus Berkev of West Gemranl'. The partici-
pants in the seminar included: lvlr. r\'I. S. Gurupada-
swamy M.P., Mr. K. Santhanam, Mr. N{. R. Pai,
\{r. L. A. Veit of U.S. Embassy and Dr. Hohmann of
Indian Institute of Technology, \4adras. The seminar
could not come to unanimorrs conclusions on the role
of foreign rricl ancl investmcut but notecl tlre com-
plexitv of issues involvccl in it. Tlrere u'as, horvever,
genelal agreement on trvo points, namell', that foreign
aicl c<ltrld have bcen used jn the past and should be
rrsed in the frrture more effectively and economically.
Secondly, more favotrrable conditior.rs should be
created for a greater massive florv of private jnvest-
ment.

Perhaps, thc n.rost signiffcant activity was the con-
vening of a confercnc'c' of a ferv industlialists in
llombiry irr Septernbel' to assess rvhat lracl becn donc
irr concrete terrns irr furtherance of thc cleclaration on
Socirrl Rr.sponsibilities of Rusjncss irdoptecl at the
hrtcrrrrrtionll Serninal helcl in Dclhi in \{ar<,h, 1965,
rrnrlt'r' tlre itr rspi<'es o[ the Gan<llrilrr Institute of
Strrrlies, Valanirsi arrd thc hrclia International Centlc,
N<'rv Dclhi. Thosc u'lro participatccl in tlrc Septernbcr

(Corttitutcd ,trr Tta'-ie Il)
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Why I Oppose Socialism
M. R.

SOCIALISi\{ is fashionable in India todtry, like side-
U burns and tight pants in her cities. The competi-
tive race that politicians professing socialisln are
running with each other does not, holvever, mean that
socialism is good for Iudia. Nor, that it rvould endure.

As a citizen of Indian democracy, I oppose socialism
mainly on four grounds.

First, socialism cannot solve our problern of poverty.
With socialism, India r'vould slide frorn poverty' to
pauperisnr.

Second, it wotrld lead to destruction of individual
liberties. Our democratic constitution would disinte-
grate under pressure of socialist policies.

Third, socialism would result in glaring inequalities
between the rulers and ruled and lead the country
away from the path of social justice.

Finally, it would come in the rvay of India's great-
ness, while destroying her noble traditions.

Siuce tha'e is considerable confusion even among
socialists on what it means, it is better to deftne
socialism. Broadly, its objective is to create a society
of the free and the equal. This is also the obiective of
several other ideologies and non-socialists.

The crucial difference lies in the methodology of
socialism. That methodology is (a) Central Planning
of economic activities by the State, and (b) State
ownership of means of production, distribution and
exchange.

This methodology has failed elsewhere. It will not
succeed in India either.

Opposition to Central Planning is generally con-
fused with opposition to all planning or all state inter-
vention in economic affairs. It is dubbed as a plea
for Inissez faire. Far from it.

The modern state has to plnn its own duties and
obligations torvards citizens. Fol insti,rnce, defencc of
territorial integrity and freedom; maintenance of lau'
and order; provision of infra-structure facilities (such
as honest and good administration, toads, ports etc. )
rvhich cannot be provided by citizens by thernselves
but without which there can be no economic activity;
provision of basic amenities like drinking water, public
sanitation; education; regulation of private enterprise;
a stable currency; institutional and legal framework
Ior economic transactions etc., are obligations of the
rnodern states. They have to be planned and provided
for.

In place of these basic functions, rvhich .ivould keep
an underdevelopecl corrntrv's grlvernrlc.nt frrllv
occupied, central planning has corne to mean high cost
steel plants and other inefficientlv run state enterprises

Pai

and a tangle of rnonopolies or near-monopolies in
insurance, air transport, banking etc. impeding eco-
nomic activities of citizens and rapid economic growth.

State olvnerslrip tlrrouglt a Ptrblic Sector ancl
nationalisation of private industries is no longer accept-
able even to socialists in countries like Sweden ancl
Great Britain rvhich have had socialist governments.
In Sweden, over -9O per cent of the economy is in
private enterprise. Yet Sweden has had socialist rule
now for about 40 years! lvlost of the European sociafists
have found that state ownership does not transform
the economy into a paradise of plenty. In state enter-
prises, technological and managerial problems remain
much the same. Production and productivity, the very
basis of a better life for all, tend to fall precipitously.
If Parliamentary control over Public Sector is sought
to be made effective, efficiency' falls. If autonomy is
granted in the interests of efficiency, then tJre bureau-
cracy in charge of Public Sector runs amuck, enjoying
power without accountability. Individual freedoms,
including trade union rights of employees, are pro-
gressively destroyed.

Poverty, our basic economic problem, can be solved
quickly only by releasing the creative energies of the
people. Freedom, not statism, i6 the answer.

Socialists in India have developed a vested interest
in poverty, just as communists have in disorder and
chaos. The prescription of both will not eliminate
poverty; it will add the tyranny of Authority to the
tvranny of Poverty.

Moreover, socialism in India will lead the counhy
from poverty to pauperism because of tremendous
wastage of scarce resources. The Public Sector, with
its record of losses (Rs. 35 crores on an investment
of Rs. 3,200 crores in central "running undertakings" )

and misdircction of scarce resources into capital
iutensive, low-employment potential industries will
aggravate Indian poverty. Othel consequences of this
statisrn are food problem and inflation (i.e. a cruel
tax on hard-working fixed income groups). Neither
are calculated to eradicate poverty, nor promote social
justice.

If the economy and people of India have survived
the shock of socialist economic policies over the past
15 years, the reasons are to be found in the fortunate
circurnstance of a good sector of the population being
beyoncl the pale of monetisation ( and consequently the
rnischief of a number of government's economic
policr') and the immense capacitv of the 1rcople to
circumvent tlre plethora of impractical laws imposed
on them bv the rtrlers in tlte pursuit of socialism' As
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an olcl sa)'ing attributed to a farmer says: "What I
eat today'is mine: rvhat I save for tomorrow lvill go

to the king".
Socialism r,vas described by sollteone trs the bridge

to totalitarianism. Socialists are verbal charnpions of
freeclom, but their actiot.ls destrov freetlom. Thus,
they pave the rvay for totalitarianism.

\\/ith increasing state ownership, and control over
the economy, Trotsky's warning rvill come true: For-
merly the rule rvas that he rvho does not rvork shall
not eat, but now the rule is he who does not obey
shall not eat! There need be no surprise over the
totalitarian trends in our public life on the heels of
bank nationalisation and other socialist measures.
Threats to the freedom of the Press, the right to pro-
perty, to every industry and trade, to sacred beaty
obligations, and misuse of All-India Radio and govern-
mental machinery for personal and factional ards,
demand for a "committed bureaucracy'', which will
be followed by a demand for "committed armed
forces" (in other rvords, "commissar" system) are
inevitable first steps in the march towards a full-
fledged socialist state. Destruction of family and reli-
gion would complete the process of transformation.

It is seldom realised that socialism is not only the
€nemv of individual freedoms-the socialist. rulers
always having the uncontrollable iteh to control every-
one except themselves-but also specially so of far-
mers, middle classes and generally the small man.
This is necessary because state ownership has a
tendarcy towards bigness for sake of bigness, and for
easy control over all the ruled that bigness affords.

The developments in the banking field illustrate
this. When rve became independent, there lvere about
740 banks. Most of them were catering to the needs
of small men. They were systematically destroyed by
mergers and dissolutions until barely 70 banks were
left at the time of nationalisation in 1969. Except in
the case of a fe"r, rveak units, this process was un-

iustified, and small people were adversely affected.
Behveen 1960 and 1967, over 200 banks rvere thtts
destroyed. Nolr', rvl-ren seven-eight's of banking is
appropriated by the government through nationalisa-
tion, and the trend torvards centralisation and mono-
poly has been initiated, tl-rere are tears for helping the
srnall man through these huge nationalised banks!

To cover up this thilst for bigness and monopolies
in the state sector, there is a lot of talk by socialists
abotrt rnonopolies and Big Business in private enter-
prise. Trtrth is of little consequence. A governnrent
nppointed commission could not find any monopolies
in private enterprise. An inh'icate licensing polic,v of
the govenrment lras prevented competition s4rich is
the hest irnti-dote fol anv tendencies tou'arcls rnolro-

l.rolit's ir.r thc economl'. As for bigness, not a singlc
lndian private company figtrres in the list of rvorlcl's
top 200 firms. A surall corrnttl' like frrpnn has 45, l'hilcr

I
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a huge country like India, ranking 15th in national
income in the rvorld, has no private enterprise big
enough to figure in tlie list!

The socialists alu'avs speak of social justice, and set
out to do things u'hich clestrov it. Tirke erluality for
instance. Eqttalitl' of income ancl s'ealth is a mirage
except in a stagnant socie[', or a colony of slaves.
The essence of equality is equality before law. In the
socialist state, it is destroyecl. The rulers and the ruled
become two distinct classes, with the same set of laws
administered with a split personality. Socialists who
preach equality of income and ceilings on income
have no. hesitation in enjoying huge perquisites at
public cost. Central ministers who draw barely
Rs. 2,500 a month and enjoy perquisites rvorth Rs.
17,000 a month are but one example of this conspicuous
hypocrisy. Legislators are not much behind in the
race for perquisites. Under socialism, professional
politicians evolve a perquisitive society and destroy
equality before law.

Equality is destroyed in another way. The huge and
growing army of government sen ants is denied access
to political power. The area of decision-making left
to the citizens is progressively reduced and there is
concentration of decision-making in a ferv political
hands.

Social injustice is perpetuated in yet another way.
The emphasis on equality of income and cry for
ceilings result in similar rewards to the deserving and
undeserving alike. After 50 years of bitter experience,
the Soviet regime is realising the necessity for income
difierentials. As one Soviet economist, Prof. Alexander'
Birman, put it: Why should "loafers" get the same
pav as good and efficient lvorkers?

Socialism has introduced in Indian society the
poison of class rvarfare. Big against small business,
businessmen against public, urban workers against
farmers, landless labour against peasants-all are
taught to hate others instead of creating economic
opportunities for all and building bridges of under-
standing. Tlre professional politicians rrre not atl'are
of the consequences of setting a placicl society on fire.
M/hen the day of disillusionment rvith socialism comes,
as it is bound to, nobody can save tl-rese politicians
from the fury of the masses which have been syste-
rnatically taught to hate. The sight of legislators
jumping from windows to escape the wrath of the
ill-treated police in one State is only a warning to be
heeded by all politicians of rvhat happens rvhen class
s'arfare introduces distortions in society.

The ctunulative effect of all these things is to place
a premium on sub-mecliocritv and to clestroy excel-
lence. Is it arry vr'ouder that rvith vigorous socialist
rneasrlres, lalger ntrrnber of people ale runuing au'av
frorn tlris countn'ir hr the phenotlet'totr ll'oircllv knowlr
irs the lJrain Drain, cltrring 1968-69, alxrut 9,il)0 per'-

(()orilirtttt:d rtn lxrg' 6)



The Anatomy Of Rural Violence
"Atreya"

rftHERE have been periodic eruptions of nrral viol-
I ence irll over India, but it rvas for the first time
tlrat rvith thc "authentic seal" of Union Honre
iUinistry's auspices that a highly dramatised report
rvas released. The report should have gladdened the
hearts of even the most frustrated inciter and engineer'
of such rural violence on an organized basis because
the report presented a highly grim picture.

None but the insensitively complacent would
say that things are alright in the countryside. The
economic development plans have provided very little
relief to the countryside until verv recent times on
account of the heavy bias in the developmental plans
to industry at the cost of agriculture and the conse-
quent urban bias in the developmental programmes.
It was only rvith the pressures in the rvake of a cala-
mitous drought tlrat greater attention was given to
agriculture and the dividends of such attention are
being seen in the remarkable improvements seen in
agricultural production during the recent years.

In such a context, the Home Ministry's statement
that rural violence poses a critical situation came as

a considerable surprise to almost everyone and made
them wonder whether the statement had its own politi-
cal axe to grind in the context of factional politics
going on in Nerv Delhi.

Rural violence in its chronic forrn has usually been
an engineered violence. It has been engineered with
plecise strategy and tactics by ideological groups be-
longing to Naxalites and extremist left groups in
recent times and lrlarxist groups earlier. But even
taking an alarmist view, one finds that rural stability
far outweighs mral violence and this fact intrigues,
In West Bengal the CPM and Naxalites have becn
making frantic efforts to generate violent tttrrest ancl
have succeeded. In Tamilnad, in tlre Tanjavur clistrict,
the rice bou'I, left-cornmunist controlled peasant
unions have been timing their violence and agitation
to coincide with sorving and harvest operations in tlre
hope of neutralising the irnportirnce of the rice borvl.

In Kerala too the left communists and Naxalites have
been making frantic efforts to generate large-scale
rural violence, but without significant sLrccess. Acts of
individual terrolisrn have certainlv been there aqainst
political opponents, but it cannot ccrtainlv be said
to have reached the proportions that would warrant
the conclusions derived in the Horne Nlinistrlis state-
ment.

, It is intclesting to rceall tirirt rrudcr' [lrc acgi.s t-rl'-\- 
tlie Conrinfonn iri 1949, instmctirxrs in strirteg),' u,ere
given to the Cornnrunist parties from lltrcharest. The
party line then s'as that in the colouial artd ex-colouial

:\

cotrntlic's, the n rit of the lrrling cliques operated
effectively in the cities, brrt it u'as feeble in the rural
areas. Therefore the Comrnunist parties u'ere callerl
upon to launch a trvo-pronged strategy of united front
tactics in the cities ancl insurrecticlrlary tactics in the
country-side involving frontal attack on the bour-
geoisie. Later this insurrectionaly line was wateled
dorvu. The insurrectionarl' line failed because the
rural population failed to respond to the calls for in-
sun'ection. Furthermore, organizationally, confusion
and rifts developed among Marxists themselves over
the question of defining rvlro constituted the bour-
geoisie in the rural area. The "Kulak" versus landless
Lboutet dichotomy was difficult in the colonial eco-'
nomy where the land-owning peasant is hardly dis-
tinguishable from the landless agricultural labourer.
In Punjab the Moscovr-lining Comrnunists were found
to be championing the cause of the small peasants
while the left-communists incited the landless agri-
cultural Iabourers against them.

Coming to the present statement on rural violence
by the Home N'linistry, all the contextual factors that
are known to every student of political affairs indicate
that the dimensions of rural violence are perceivable
and measurable, their auspices identifiable. A compu-
tation of all these factors reveal that rvhile the deve-
lopmental inadequacies in rural areas create some
type of problems, the violer-rce described in the Home
I\'Iinistry statement is assiduously generated violence
at considerable efiorts. This has been essentially a
political problem in its immediacy. It is not violence
that the Home Ministry belatedly dramatises that is
remarkable. It is the rural stability that has by and
large been prevailing all over the country in the face
of untold suffelings that is remarkable. The endur-
ing capacitl' of et'ctt the current generation tcl sttffcr'
in silence is the fact that seems to be remarkable.

If the Home l\'Iinistry's statement is airned at plod-
ding the Nation to action torvards development of
the rural sector, one could certainly go along rvitlt
such objectives. If it is a clarion call for immediate
solution of pressing rural problems, by all means one
can welcome it as a spur. Btri the manner in rvhich
the release has been macle makes the motives stls-
picious. The CPIM has attributecl sinister motives to
the Union Honre N'linistry statement as perhaps the
alibi and clc'sign fol tlrc early t'curoval of CPr\'l frcnr
th<: West Bengal United Front N{inistry on thepatterns
clf Kcriila. Tlicf itcctrsc hrclira Garrclhi tlf u'orkirrg orrt
ru design rrnder u'hich Chief \{inister Afor' \{rrkherji
rvill hc the instrtrment of CP\{ clenigration ancl tlte
"ller.isionist Conrrrtruists" givint thcir fullest suppol't
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to Inclira-Ajo1' \{ukherji collusiou. The Home \Iinistry
statement, they accuse, is the suddenly-perceived
justification for this process.

There is sorne r':'rliclit)' in the crriticism of CP\'|. The
CP\{ is of course in a sin.rilar position irt relation to
the Naxalites. All this is like tlie caltoons tlrat depict in
a serial orclc'r big fish su'allolving srnttller fish. Naxalites
term their violence as genuine class u'Ar and revolu-
tion in the mral areas on the lines of tlue r\,Iarxism.
They accuse CPN'I, CPI and all others as revisionists
and revolutionaries by intrigue and collaboration
u'ith the bourgeoisie. The CPM then call the CPI in the
same terrns and this goes on. At the Congress Party
level, the Prime r\,Iinister is doing the srrme type of
accusation of the organizational 'rving. l

It is strongly suspectecl that the Home N,Iinistrv
statement has been artificially inspired to provide
justiftcation for numerous "spectacular and radicall'
measules rvhich the Prime Minister intends to unleash
in the s'ake of all gloss and sheen vanishing frorn the
act of Bank nationalisation. While the information
contained in the Statement rvill be found factual,
their interpretation and placement in the relativity
and context of evolving situation in the ruLAl areas,
u'ill be found highly questionable. It is this aspect of
the interpretation suddenly given bv tl-re Home
Ministrl, that hns provided serious misgivings in the
minds of all analysts that the repolt seems to be a
part and parcel of political weaponry that is being
freely used to settle marly scores. The basic problems
of development ale of course thele and need urgent
attention. Insteacl of emphasising this, it is regrettable
thai the Horne Nlinistry repolt should take ou ir simu-
lated alarmistic position to serve hitherto undeclared
purposes.

(Continued front pogc 4)

sons left this country. Hor,v manv socialist politicians
lrave left this country for good'P Certainly not u'hen
they can live as the self-appointed sons-in-law of the
Indian people.

A strategically locatecl country like Inclia, rvith her
vast natural resources and resourcefulness bf people,
is destined to become a Big Pou'er. Socialism is irn
obstacle in the eally realisation of that supleme status
because sociirlism s'ill take the countrl' from poverty
to pirupelism; and from freedom to slavely. But s'ith
the inevit:rble process of disilltrsionnrent. ultimatelv
Indian people will reject socialisn-r and fincl a plrilo-
sophv more in trrnc s'ith ther gerrius ancl reqnirenrcr.tts
of tlie countrv. Till srrch tirne, thosc lr'lrr> believe in
freedorn ancl iratirlnal greatness Irave t<l figlrt a battle
against incipient rrrrthoritarianist'n lrr.c.ause soc.iirlisnr
is indeed the Rond to l)isaster.
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Those rvell-versed r.vith organizational dynamics
knorv that the real crisis in the mral areas is fragmen-
tation of rvhatever organization tlut had traditionally
existed. It is often not realised that break-up of exist-
ing olganizat'ional set-up generates quite a lot of ten-
sions r,vhen compensatorv new forms of organizations
hale not been built up. Our policy'-makers ancl
planners are so busily engaged in the process of break-
ing up existing organizations rvithout least caring to
provide for substitutes that manv of the aspects of
violence in rural areas are the convulsions of organi-
zational break-up.

Where organizational integration has taken place
in rural areas, stability h*r resulted and this stability
has been able to cushion many onslaughts on it. For
instance the best standards are possible of develop-
ment when we see such a phenomenon as organized
agriculture in the Plantations in rural areas. When
plantations *'ith larger and larger size developed, they
generated standards arising out of orderliness and
measurement that beneftted everybody involved in the
process of such organization. This organization has
then been able to provide high degree of stability all
around v,ithout in any rvay sacriffcing equity and
justice requirements.

Somehow these lessons do not seem to have been
leamt by the policy-makers nor by the Home Ministry
rvhen they deal with the problern of rural violence.

All vote-catching devices of radicalism can have
very little significance if in actual fact the impact of
such.radicalism is torvards break-up of organization
instead of generating or integrating organization. The
present lace seems to be betrveen competitive anarchy
and organization, with the Iatter gradually losing the
battle. The Home Ministry announcement about rural
violence seems to be one more nail in the coffin of
organizational development in the rural areas.

BOOKS RECEIVED

I. Inclustrial Workers in tlrc U.S.S.R. Eclited lr.t

Robert Conquest. Publishecl by Frederick A.

Prireger. Nt'rv York. Price: $ 6.25.

2. .Jctnrnttt & Kc.s/urrir Cuidc 1969, trIulk Raj Saraf.

Publishecl bv Univcrsal Publications, Jiu.nrnu &

Srinagar. Pricer: Rs. 25.

(

t'l
t

*

i



l't

Jam sh edpur Strilce - Lesson s

R. Muthuswamy

[/fR. T. R. D. TATA, rvhile lrriefing ner.r'stnen in
-LVI 3u,rr1ro), tborrt the rccent +S-aoy strike in
Jamsheclpur' observecl rather pithily 'change the
labour legislation or euforce the existing legislation".
When he saicl this, he u'as echoing the anguish of
all those involr.ed in industrial relations and the cles-

pairing and desolate conclitions created by our in-
dustrial relations policies and practices over the past
trvo decades, He further added that this rvas the
second attempt rvithin ten years of the Communists to
take over the labour movement in the steel city.

The strike embraced seven ttnits viz., Tata Engi-
neering and Locomotive Cornpany, the Indian Tube
Company, Tata-Robins-Fraser, Indian Steel and Wire
Products, Indian Cables, Jamshedpur Engineering
and l\4anufacturing Company and Tinplate Company
of India. In all these units there is a recognized
INTUC lJnion, which unfortunately is faction-ridden.
The factions opposed to N4r. Michael John joined in
the strike. The strike rvas called by a united front of
unions belonging to four political groups, namely, Left
and Right Communists, Samyukta Socialist Party and
Praja Socialist Party along rvith the dissident section
of INTUC u4ion. Immediately after the strike was
called by the united front, called the Jamshedpur
Engineering Workers' Coordinating Committee
(JEWCC), an agreement s'as entered into by the
companies u'ith the recognised union on substantive
issues; yet the strike rvas continued by JEWCC on
the question of 132 chargesheetecl employees, rvho
were under suspension.

The front rvas headed by Mr Kedar Das, Right
Comrnunist leader rvho has rvorked amongst workers
in Jarnsheclpur for more than trvo decades. Originally
thc. trniterl flont called for ir cluy's protest strike u'heu
the substantive issues u'ere being discussed in a

tripartite conference. According to N'Ir. Tata there was
inaction on the part of the Governn-rent. It failed to
take action against the illegal strike at least in one of
the units, the Tata Engineering and Locomotive
Company, but on the other hand advised employers
not to take an.v action ag:rinst anvbody. Hence his
exhortation to tlre Government to enforce existing larv.

The strike u'as clearly nrcltivaterl b.v political con-
siderations of getting control of tracle unions in a

crucial industrial cclrtrc lrrrt tht' ironv of it u'as tlrat
thcre tvere too rnaul' colttestnnts rrtrcl thc. teurporarl'
rrnitv itr-r-tor-tg tht' rivals u'irs orrlv lol t.lrr' ptrrlt<lst' ol'
dethroning the existing rt'c'ognisccl rrnion but rrot for
positively establishing the represt'ntirtive cltrracter of
anv other uniou. In this process, ltr.rlr:rps. thc clrtire

trade union moventent got a iolt aucl a vacuunt has
been crea-tecl. The fact rer.rrrrins tlrat the recognised
uniorl, itself divicled into ts'o lactions, is not rr repre-
sentativc. union btrt it is equally true thtrt other unions
coulcl not also singly deliver the goods. This has
created instability ancl in the decade ahead unless
there is serious rethinking on the vital question of
'representative unionism' on the part of our policy-
makers there rvill be an exacerbation of frustration
and apathy on the part of rvorkers as well as their'
organizations.

Basicallv, the problem in Jarnshedpur rvas that
there lvas a minority union recognized for all purposes
and there was no effort to periodicalll'cheek up how
far this union had maintained its representative charac-
ter. This helped the rival unions, s'ho rvere also equally
rninority unions, to play upon the mounting frustra-
tion of workers and create trouble. The policy of
voluntarism in the matter of recognition of unions and
unrestricted freedorn to outsiders to act as office-
bearers of various unions has brouglrt about the
present sorry state of affairs. Added, to that, the
membership prescription of a very low 15 per cent for
purposes of recognition has also helped multiplicity
of unions each aspiring for recognition.

This practice has led to recognition of rniuority
unions, rvho at the time of crisis, are unable to deliver
the goocls as it happened in Jamshedpur.

While conceding the fact that the lvlichael John
factions does not represent workers, there is no other
union to take its place as each one is suffering from
the sarne malady of minority status with a very low
membership. Thus in the present situation the
employers are left rvithout any choice and a vacuum
is c'r'eatecl in the inclustriirl relations irrea. In this pro-
cess the rvolkers have lost con-ftclence in any of the
trnions ancl thus the entire rurion movement lras
sufieled a setback. It is rln this context that the plea of
N'Ir. Tata to change the labour legislation should be
understood.

Politicrrl infuence in Iudian trade unions is as old
as the union movement itself. This has resultecl in
frirgmc'ntation of tlre ntovetnent and unless some sort
of statutorv control is irnposetl on this, tlris ploblern
cannot be solved. It rvas contended in the earll' stages
that s'orkcrs .r-crc not strong enough to r:tlll theil our"r
rrnior-rs ancl in or<ler to gtratcl them itgainst victit-llisa-
tion, it \\.ils lr('('(tssalv thrtt orttsitlers shorrld bt'llt'r-
nrittecl to be rrnion leadels. This perrnission rurcler'

the statrrte has been taken full aclvarrtage of bv

i>olitical leaclers of all shaclt's turcl n'orkc't's havc not
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so far beer.r able to develop their orvn letrders
their ranks.

Unfbrtunately the National Co.mmission on Labour
has also not studied this aspect rvhieh has rveakened
our trade union rlovement. With outsiders as union
leaders and very nominal qualification for getting
recognition, based on membership verification, has
blought about a situation in rvhich it is possible lbr
a minority union to enjoy recognition for a long time
but rvithout the capacity of delivering goods. On the
other hand, if under a statute union recognition is given
to a union for a fixed period after ascertaining the
wishes of all rvorkers in a particular union, this would
not only provide for some order in dealing *'ith recog-
nised unions but unions will also be earning their
representative character in the true sense. As stated
earlier, in the context of an outsider-dominated move-
ment, it becomes all the more necessary to ascertain
the wishes of all workers in a unit in determining the
representative character of a contesting union. This
may present its own problem in view of the multi-
partite natLrre of contesting unions as it happened ig
Jamshedpur but, once a commitment is made to
declare only a majority union as the representative
union, by a process of elimination, some order could
be brought even in this frightening situation. Unless
some such bold action is taken and the efforts of all
involved in iudustrial relations are directed towards
this end, there is no solution to politically-motivated
strikes as rve rvitnessed in Jamshedpur recently.
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from WITHOUT COMMENT

Sino-Soviet Belations

Both the Soviet Union and Communist China seem
to have decicled that they have more to gain at tlle
present juncture from slanging each other in public
than from negotiating in private. The Chinese began
it in a racy Nerv Year editorial which even.departed
from the Communist habit of insulting people with-
out mentioning iheir names:

"Khrushchev, the clorvn, who swaggered like a
conquering hero not long ago, is now a heap of dirt
beneath the contempt of maukind. His sLrccesSors;
Brezhnev and Co., are faring even worse. They are
enforcing fascist dictatorship at home and carrying
out aggressions and expansion abroad".

The Russians could not resist this challenge, and
within a few days Praadn and lnsestic, Moscovry's
leading newspapers, were laying into the Chinese
leadership-with the slight nuance that for them Mao
alone lvas the villain while Chou En-lai was scarcely
mentioned, a reflection of the idea that the latter may
be heading a pro-Russian splinter group within the
Chinese Communist hierarchy.

lVhat does this mean? Is it simply a war of words
or does it reflect a serious deterioration in relations?

-Soiss Press Reoiew and Neus Report

(

The glaring " eye " of the
Cobalt Bomb helps fight
cancer. It's one of the
many modern weapons
used in the world-wide
crusade against this dread
disease. In India too, the
battle is on. Research is
helping find a cure ficr
cancer. But research costs
money. A lot of it, in fact.
You can help with your
mite. Every rupee you give
will help develop new
medicines, new techniques
to help save lives.

GIVE TO CONOUER CANCER.
F*i ior*..ttiu,iiion ro THE TNDIAN
CANCER SOCIETY, Hospibl Avcnw.
Parel, Bombay t r.

TATA
ENTEFIPFIISESi

cl'lTl'l'l0l

Rcmembcr, canccr is curablc if de lectcd ea.ly. WATCH FOR THESE DANGER SIGNALS :

i, ,t"v *. irroi ao"s ""t 
t,.it/ .. .t tu-p or' thicLening in the breast or- clsc-whcrc/ 3. Unusual

bteeding or discharge/ 4. Anl ihange in i warr or mole/ 5. Pcrsistent indigcstion-or difficulty in
rwallosiog/ 6. Pcrsisrcn't hoarscnesi or cough/ 7, Any cl,ange -in oormal bowcl habits. lf vou
noticc an1 of thesc 7 Danger Signals<onsult a doctor A I ONCE.
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Ajoy Mukherjee Challenges CPM
Analyst

A JOY \IUKHERJEE, thc. Chief lr4inister of the
'|l"',tn"1lrllised Government" of West Bengal, still
occupies the centre of the stage. In the second half
of December he rvas conducting a vinrlent campaign
against the Communist Party of India (Marxist)
addressing largely attended meetings in the districts
even at mid-night, concluding tlrese with a 24-hour
hungerstrike on December 2J. In the hunger-strike he
was accompanied by PSP and SSP leaders. Nearly 2
lakhs o'f people participated in it at more than 1400
centres. It is accepted on all hands that the mass fast
movement had a sobering effect on the CPM and that
the tempo of inter-party clashes became slower, and
the public felt much more encouraged. The Bangla
Congress itself is considerably strengthened and thpse
in it who were pro-CPN{ have been eliminated with
a strong and decisive hand.

One does not yet know why the movement was
suddenly withdrawn. But what is taking its place is
equally signiftcant. Aioy Mukherjee has begun to
assert himself on some administrative matters which
one could not imagine before. He ordered the with-
holding of the transfer order of an officer-in-charge of
a police station in an area where there were allega-
tions of serious molestation of three \t'omen by red-
scarved volunteers of the CPM. The Governor has also
objected to one N4inister tlansferring his portfolio to
another Minister temporarily due to the formet's
absence, without refelence to the Chief Minister. This
he seems to have done after several consultations with
the Chief Minister. The Chief Minister is now receiv-
ing complaints and giving instructions to the District
Magistrates by wire, with only intimation to other
concemecl N'Iinisters. Lately he has cancelled the rvith-
drawal of eight cases in the same area from where the
officer-in-charge of the Thana was transferred. AII this
is entirely new and with apparent determination.

The initiative on the part of Ajoy Babu as Chief
Minister has unnerved the CPM and Jyoti Basu has
begun to dispute openly the Chief Minister's right to
do so. But so far the CNI has not reacted.

lvleanwhile, attempts at bridging the gulf betrveen
UF partners are going on. Dates of rneeting are get-
ting inevitablv changed. Agenda is becoming difficult
to formulate. The other UF partnc:r.s ar.e feeling rrn-
easy._ None of them are prepared to take a principled
stand, All lvant tlre Government to continue: r.tn -id-
term elections; CPNI to continue in government; no
Kerala tvpe attempts to be made; the CPN{ slroulcl

onh' soften its stiurcl. But tlre CP\l is rrot lrrr<lginlr
an inch and is not prepared either to bend or to leave
the N4inistry.

The pronouncernents of the Chief ltlinister during
December have made one thing quite clear. It is that
the Administration has been severely tampered with.
The District Magistrates and Superintendents of
Police are substantially paralysed and they hesitate
to execute even the orders of the Chief Minister. Some
of them have even told the ClvI that they would
rather prefer to earn their Iiving by selling pan-biri
than feel so helpless. This is the position of the
permanent gazetted officers; the condition of others
can be imagined. Some of them, hou'ever, are enthu-
siastic CPM-sympathisers.

Signs in other sectors are also ominous. In the trade
union and industrial sphere, the old comraderie of
unity is gone. The AITUC is facing an open split and
as a consequence a severe rvar between the two groups
has begun. The coal tplt has been experiencing it for
quite some time. It has now extended itself to the steel
industry. The omnibus RSS ( Rashtriya Sangram
Samiti) Ied by CPN4, coupled rvith the l2th July
Committee, is taking a political stance directed against
Ajoy N{ukherjee and the CPI although it u'as strictlv
to deal rvith economic issues. Other trade union
groups have issued public statements against this
trend.

A number of industrial units have declared lock-
outs. Even Sir Biren Mukherjee of Indian Iron has
threatened to do so, Over 500 industrial units have
started building industries outside West Bengal. The
condition of smaller engineering units is beyond des-
cription. Thus in a backgrouncl of severe incltrstrial
depression fierce inter-union rivalry is expected to rage.

The Education Minister has promised a mighty
movernent among teachers and students if education
upto Class VIII is not made free, involving another
Rs. 10 crores u'hich is impossible to seclrre in view of
the State finances ah'eady showing red light.

The lrarvesting season has gone all in favour of
forcible occnpants of lancl and armecl red-scarved
gturgs are dornintrting the mral scelle, encouraged by'
their success and by the active ol passive backing of
thc Administration.

The CPr\.I has publiclv clairned that nezrrll' 1,00,0fi)
volrrnteers are at its heck rrncl ctll. Its r.rrcrnbership has
lisc't-t to 21,U)0, u'ith an auxiliarl' nrembership of

1()otrlinttttl on nugc I1)



The New Left
Brian Crozier

\f/HY is tlrere a "Nerv Left"'l A simple question calls
VV for a simple answer: Because the "old Left has

largely ceased to appeal to those rvhose natural bent
in politics is revolutionar)/, ol' because the messages
of N{arx, Lenin and even r\4ao Tse-tung are seen to
lrave little releviuce to rvestern society as it norv is,
in the mir.rds of those rvho criticise it and rvho turn
to revolution only as a necessary evil. The philosophi-
cal advocates of violence r.r'ithin the Nerv Left evident-
ly fill a gap in that tlieir rvorks appeal to young men
ancl rvomen rvho are temperamentally of the Left, but
who delive no stimulus from the appeal of earlier left-
u'ing prophets.

And it is part of the problem that the older left-
lving orthodoxies-among whom may be included the
Trotskyists and the Anarchists, as well as the N{arxist-
Leninists-are aware of their own progfessive failure
to inspire the young; but are attempting, in some cases
rvith success, to exploit, or gain control for their own
ends, of the violent groups within the New Left.

The problem is therefore more complex than the
one that existed rvhen the Cold War rvas in its infancy.
It is no longer a question of concentrating all study
and action upon a single, monolithic phenomenon. The
New Left has many faces; and behind it hoping to
cash in on its new-found glamour, is the Old Left
rvhose roots lie deeper in contemporary history.

If one's concern is with urban violence in the West,
in its current phase, the most porverftrl infuence of all
is undoubtedly that of the late Ernest "Che" Gueoara.
The revolutionary sex appeal of the young Argentine
guerilla leader is incomparable; and the myth that
surrounds his name, possibly invincible. All the
ingredients are there; physical attractiveness, an agree-
able personality, a medical degree (indicating a con-
cern for sufferiug humanity), success in Cuba's guer-
rilla war, and not least, martyrdom in Bolivia.

Regis Debray shared with Guevara an admiration
for the great leader of the Cuban Revolution, Fidel
Castro. Here too is a glamorous revolutionary ffgure,
rvith the not inconsiderable assets of youth (he still
is in his twenties), a fair intellect, revolutionary dedi-
cation, and the special advantage of martyrdom
throtrgh ir trial that became a cause celebre and an
interminable prison sentence in Bolivia, In his little
w,ork, Reoolution in the Reoolutfon? Debray went even
further than Guevara in his rel'olutiontuy heres.v.

Although Debrav, in cornmon u'itl.r Guevara, was
s'r'iting as an irclr.octrte of ltetsi.rnt insrrlrections. his
tnessage holds enormous appeal to rebcllious students
in the torvns, for he utterly rejects tlie discipline and
political cor-rtrol of a partr'. Not onlv hrrs he no timc for

t0

IVloscou"s he:n'r' orthodoxy,., but he even rejects Mao's
tempolising call for a united front s'ith non-Commu-
nist parties. For not onlv does he sanction violence,
but he sees lo possibility. of an alternative course.
And although he does not, of course, use the term
"demagogue", he invites a clrarismatic figure to come
fonvard and lead the r.evolutiou.

The rigid, clisciplined, hierarchial-and, to this gene-
ration, profoundly tedious-discipline of the Party is
therefore rejected in favour of unlimited power for one
man. Debray's is a recipe for instant revolution, avail-
able to the first student rvho has the courage to pick
up a stone and throu'it at a policeman. Romanticism
can go no further, and Utopia alr'aits those who adopt
the course of violence.

With Frantz Fanbn Utopia is again rvithin the grasp
of those u'ho take up arms in the cause of revolutiolr,
but the starkness of the message is even greater and
his Utopia is reserved for the coloured peoples of the
rvorld, for the "colonised masses" or "Natives". Fanon.
too, basks in an aura of myth. He too, Iike Guevara,
had the advantage of an early death-in his case of
leukaemia at the early age of 37. He too was a doctor
-a psychiatrist-and his additional symbolic distinc-
tion is that he was a black man, a French-speaking
Negro from Martinique, who settled in Algeria and
threrv in his lot rvith the revolutionaries of the Front
de Liberation Nationale (FLN).

If one rnay surnmarise and paraphrase Fanon's
message in a ferv simple sentences, what he is saying
is this: "You are a coloured man. You are oppressed.
Your oppressor is the white man. Kill him". What
happens after the white oppressor has been killed is
norvhere specifted. No message could be starker or
more nihilistic.

To be srlre. \rer)' fes' of the rioting students, in
France or elservhere, had ever read N{arcuse-a fact
that merged in some of the beu'ildered statements the
students rnade. But indirectly, his infuence seems to
have been insidious and potent, in the sense that the
youthful revolutionaries, on being told of Marcuse's
views of industrial society, found in them a minor
image of their own.

Unlike Fanon and Guevara, no one could describe
N,Iarcuse as sirnplistic. Indeed, it is hardly possible to
summarise the philosophy of this obscure, prolix ancl
turgid rvriter in a few choice quotations. Nor shoulcl
one do lrirn the injustice of failing to recognise that
N{arcuse's anall'sis of the shortcomings of industrial
society (in tlre Soviet Uniorr as rvell as in the West ,t

is often acute and even plofound. lvloreover', his teach-
ing ftrlls sholt of actually advocating violence. This.
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hos'c'veL, is only .r negative blessing, for he refers to
violence in terrns tlrat rnirke it seem respectable. He
talks of the natural right of opprcssccl people to rrsc
violence, since "by cloing so, they' clo not start " n",r,
chain of violence, btrt tn. to break an established one".

Rightly or wrongly, rvithin these circles the message
attributed to Ntlalcuse is of the alier-ration of man from
his surroundings in the industrial society. Marcuse is
held to argue that technology has made it possible
for man to pacify existence, that is, to abolish rvar,
cruelty, ugliness and oppression. In fact, however, the
argument nlns, man continues to be oppressed by
those rvho control technology, rvho buy his acquie-
scence by continually raising his standard of living.
The remedies proposed by lvlarcuse are of paralysing
obscurity. He assigns to students an elite role in pro-
moting revolution. Hence the iclolatly with rvhich the
students view the teaching.

The message of the "nerv inspirers of violence" turns
up, in one form or another, in the posters, pamphlets,
speeches, resolutions or nervs-sheets of revolutionarv
left-rving groups, s'hether of students or adults, iir
various rvestern countries. The international Netv Left,
rvhich these groups collectively constitute, lacks either
coherence or unity, except in destructiveness. One

loint is clear: inchoate ancl frangmented though it is,
the Neu' Left, drau'ing its inspiration frorn the
plophets of violence, has become tr major threat to
civilised life in advanced industlial societies.

-Based on an article in The Neu Left, published b1'
International Documentation and Information Centre.

I;racdont 1;ir,sl
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conference held under the auspices of the Prograrnme,
inclucled Nh'. Jayaprakash Naray:ru :rncl IUr. N. A.
Palkhivala, rvho presidecl over the meeting, Ir{r.
Arvind tr4afatlal, \,fr. G. L. \4ehta, N4r. K. Sundaram
N4.P., Ir{r. Ramakrishna Bajaj, \'Irs. L. Sawhny,
N'Ir. S. P. Godrej, Mr. Johan Borvrnan, Dr. It. C. Cooper
artd .N{r. N,I. R. \'lasani N.{.P. The nrec.ting clccidccl tltat
certain proposals should be maclc' to bompanies fol
their consideration and implemc'trtation. Tlre first of
these proposals u'as that each company should rvork
otrt and adopt a Statement of Objectives rvhich rvould
spell out the obligations it accepts torvards its slrare-
holders, ernplol,ees, consumers, local community alcl
society in general. A model statement was adopted rrt

the rneeting, It rvas felt that to give rveight to such
a commitment a general purposes clattse on these
lines should be includecl in the Articles of Association
of a company. Another proposal was that, in order
that there should be a way to test the extent to u'hich
an enterprise u'as living up to its obligations, a com-
pany' should submit itself every few years to ir social
audit to be carried out by a team of erperts and social
u'orkels and scientists to revierv the cornpirnv's non-
commercial actir"ities and to report on the part the
company played as citizen.

This movement to promote a gl'eater au'areness of
the social responsibilities of business took a step for-
rvard lvhen the group rvhich had met in September
met again on January 3 in Bombay rvith \'lr. J. R. D.
Tnta in chair. It u,as notecl that leading companies
in the Tirta group lracl convened extraorclinary rneet-

ings to alter their Articles of Association so as to
provide for the acceptance of social responsibilities
of business. Four companies from the Bajaj group also
proposed to incorporate a statement of objectivqs in
their Articles of Association. Nlore companies are

expectecl to follos' suit. The rnec:tiug clecicled that a

fulther study of the concept of Social Auclit rn'as re-
quired ancl a study team should be appointed to de-

fine tlte concept and make detailed proposals in re-
garcl to the tenns of reference, the scope of such an
Audit and the nattue and qualiffcation of the team

that should be entrusted u'ith tlre work. Other topics
n,ere also cliscussed sttch as the creation of employees'
shales in tlie capital structttre of companics, concrete
c'xpression of cotrcern for consntners and the rural peo-

ple ancl tlre training of ernploy'ees in rrctivc citizenshil.r
rurd principles of clernrlcracr'. Tht' Proqt'atttnre u'rxrltl
continue to ftrrtctiot-r as convellol' ol' tllt' grotrp rrntil
iI rte\\' aucl 1tt't'rtritttt'ttt tlt'gitttisriti()tr [() irrltlrt'r' Iltt' ''otr-
cept of social lesponsibilitics ol lrtrsincss corrlcl lrt'
lllrnrglit inl.o t'r:istt'rtct',

\

il

(Continued front page g)

another 40,000. Thus, a strong political, par.a-militarv
anny well entrenched in the rural bases has got ready,
to b_e supported b,v a large number of government
employees rvho have been nursed and fed through-
out the UF regime rvith an indulgent hand.

Another significant trend is the attempt to build up
a satellite group of parties as a rnilitant alternatirc
UF. I3hup_esh Gupta, \lP, in his statement on January
7_ charged Pron-rode Dasgnpta of "rvanting a bogds
Unitecl Front of the CPN,I and some satellite o.g-i-
sations who rvoulcl clo tlre CP\rl's bidding". E. l\{. S.
Narnb_o^odiripad also announced n policy of building
up_a "front of all militant forces" in West Bengal in
order to "ffght the Clrief Nlinister".

These straws seem to indicate that so far as the
CPN{ is 

-concemed, it might bc corning to the con_
clusion that it has taken out as rnuch iirice from theUI rVlinistry as possible, anrl, tlrere being not rnuch
o,f juice left,.it rniglrt be rnorc wortlrwhile now to pla1,
tlre dog-in-the-manger role as a nratter of r.erbl,i_
tionirly ttrctic for the timc being, bicling for the ripe
nroutcnt to u'itlrdrau
Jrtnuarl' 19, 1970

ll



With Many Voices
\loans round with many voices. Come. -Ti:,"lt:'Tis not too late to seeli a nor"i. iro;id.',-''

-Tenngrcn.

For tlre new yeal' and the nerv decade, one threat unfortunatel.n-. huuran nature is uot goocl at lear'i'grvhich stancls out is that of a nuclear. s,ar tetrveen the rr" 
"*o-pr".Soviet Union nncl China.

Registerecl No. MH 272

-Guardian \Iteeklg, Jantrary B, -Arnold Tovrrbee. Obseruer, Lonclon. Janrrary, 25.

I

I

- Presidents, Governors, Nlayors-all follorv what has
become a contemporary political maxim: when in
doubt, appoint a commission.

-Tinte, Janrrary 19.

The trap of low-savings ancl
scarcilv rvill continue to holcl rrs.

-Asoka \{ehta, Times of

foreign exchange

Incl.ia, Janttaw 26.

I

1i

One man's rvage increase is
increase.

-Harold Wilson. ?he

Larger ancl rnore diverse than Europe, India has
forged and preserved a degree of political and eco-
nomic unitv that Europeans still only clream of.

-Nao York Times, January 26.

another mant price

Obseruer, January 11.

Socialism means, in fact, all pos'er to politicians.

-P. Spratt, Suaraiga, January 17. IIrs.
of the

Gandhi rvould have
price she has to pav.

to buv support regardless

-Thought, January 24.

Thc Indian situation can be described in a single
rv,ord, poverty: The poverty of politics and the politics
of poverty'.

-8. G. Verghese, Hi,ndustan Times, January 18.

Many an international
goocl intentions.

mischief has been born of

-Tlrcught, Januarv 17.

Dernocratic socialism ean be achieved through
Gandhian mealls u'ithout hurting or hitting any one.

-\{orarji Desai, Free Press lotuttal, Jantrary 27.

Giving and receiving aid can create bitterness even
anrong friencls.

-B. R. Bhagat, Foreign Trade Minister,
Financial Express, January 28.

We have q,astecl manv vears in search of ercuses for
our failures.

-Pran Chopra, Tlrc Citizen lanuary 24,

To the Editor,
Fnrnoorrt Frnsr,
C/o Democratic Research Service.
127, tr'lahatma Gandhi Road,
Bombay l.

Please enrol mc as a sabscriber to FneEDorr FrRsr.

I remit the annual subsctiption of Rs. 5.00

Nanre: .

Add,ress: Thc burcaucrats both in thc States and at thc Centrc.
rntrltiply at the rate of six per cent a vear.

Sigrrafure -\/. l], Panclit. Srtndaq Standard, Januarr' 25.

Eclited and published for the Democratic Research Service by V. ts. Karnik at 127 Mahatura Gandhi Road, Bombav I, and
printerl bv lrirn at Inland Printen. 55 Gamdevi Rond. Bombar' 7.
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