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The First Priority 
B. K. Nehru 

I T has been estimated that there were a little over 
3 million unemployed in 1950 and around 14 

million in 1970. During the next decade the gross 
additions to the labour force of India will be approxi­
mately 90 million people. The children who will pro­
vide this addition have already been born. As a result 
of better health and improved longevity a larger num­
ber of people of the age of 60 and over are likely to 
remain in the labour force in the seventies than used 
to be the case in earlier years. No more than 27 million 
workers are expected to die and retire in the next 
ten years. The net addition to the labour force in the 
seventies will thus be of the order of 63 million. The 
best estimate of additional employment created during 
the sixties is around 30 million. Taking an optimistic 
view, if present policies continue the maximum num­
ber of jobs that can be created in the seventies can­
not possibly exceed 40 million. This would mean 
adding 23 million to the present 14 million unem­
ployed ending up the decade with a total of 37 million 
-or no less than almost 14 per cent of the labour 
force of 1980. This means that for the next ten years 
the number of unemployed will increase on the 
average by the truly hair-raising :figure of 6,000 per 
day. 

The person who is unemployed and therefore by 
definition without means of livelihood, or the person 
who is technically employed but living a life below 
the level of subsistence has quite naturally no attach­
ment and no loyalty to the preservation of a social, 
political and economic system which appears to him 
to be monstrously unjust, corrupt and hypocritical. 

It is in the certainty that unemployment and under­
employment or the low returns for employment-all 
of which really amount to the same thing-are driving 
us to the disintegration of our country and the break­
down o.f our society that I do believe that the first 
priority, over-riding all other priorities, should be to 
increase employment. Organised society in peace-time 
always has various objectives in view all of which it 
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tries simultaneously to achieve. Many of these objec­
tives are conflicting in character and it is the function 
of the political balance that may be achieved from 
time to time to decide in what proportion what objec­
tives will be pursued through the formulation of policy. 
J'vly submission is that today we should subject any 
policy or action that comes to us for approval or deci­
sion to only one single test-namely whether or not it 
will create employment. If it does we should accept; 
if not it should be rejected. 

'Gainful' Employment 

It is necessary, however, to be very clear about what 
exactly is meant by the term employment. The Planning 
Commission always refers to "gainfuF' employment. To 
the experts in the Planning Commission the meaning 
of this phrase is clear-gain.ful employment is synony­
mous with productive employment. But to the vast 
mass of people who are not experts , and who are 
the sovereigns of this country, gainful employment 
means simply the holding of a job which enables the 
holder to draw a wage or salary at the end of every 
month. To them "gainful employment" means, in short, 
employment gainful to the individual without regard 
to the effect it may or may not have on the nation as a 
whole. Consequently employing 27,000 people in a 

( Cuntinued un page 14 ) 
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Betu>een Yau ,b Me and, Tfue Lamp Posf

No Double Standards

HE achievernent of their freedom by the people of
Bangla Desli and the restoration to their midst of

their chosen leader, Sheikh \4ujibur Rehrnan, are
developments rvhich gladden the hearts of all lovers
of liberty. Freedont First, which tras consistently
championed over the years the freedonr of the Tibetan
peo.ple from Chinese Communist inrperialism, of the
Hungarian and Czech peoples from Soviet imperialism
and of the people of Biafra against Nigerian dornina-
tion cirn logically and consistently hail the freedom of
the people of Bangla Desh.

In tlris respect we, along with rnen like Jayaprakash
Narayan, are happily not in the ambiguous position of
those in New Delhi and elservhere r,r,ho accepted
China's 'sovereignty' over Tibet, maintained a guilty
silence rvhen Soviet armed forces overran Flungary
and later Czechoslovakia and had not a rvord to sa1'

against ihe genocide in Biafra. These advocates of
outdated 'nartional sovereignty' and practitioners of
double standards must be left to face the verdict of
historl'.

"Not to be Pressured"?
"f A\l not a person to be pressured b1'an1'bo.l.' o.
I 

"n., nation". Thus t]-re Prime \,{inister in an
intervierv v,ith Tinre rnagazine in its issue o{' JttuLuit'r'
3, L972.

Last November, the Lat' Conrnrissiort irr its report
had taken strong exception to certain aspects of the
25th Constitution Amendment Bill and had suggested
various safeguards to rectify the more dangerous of
its prorrisions. fn response to this plea, the Political
Affails Cor.nn-rittee of the Cabinet clecided to introduce
three trmendmettts which rvoulcl meet partiall,v the plea

rnade by Dr. C. D. Deshmukh and his colieagues of
the Lau' Cor.nrnission,

The next act in the drama opened r'\'hen, at an ex-

pandecl n.reeting of tlre Executive Comrnittee of thc
Congress Parliamentaly Party on the 29th of Novem-
ber, fellorv-travellers and Young Turks stagecl a revolt
against these amendments,

The follos'ing day, the Prirne l\{inister, who u'as

absent at thc rneeting of the 29th, had a meeting of
the Part,v Executive convened. She roundly scolclecl

those u4ro hacl organised the previotts day's revolt.
Accorcling to a press report the follorving norrring, 'the
took stlong objection to thc lobbf ing organised against

Governurent's stand by inviting several non-mernbers
to yesterday's meeting of the Executive Committee.
t\{rs. Gandhi remarked that she could not be pres-
surised by such iactics."

But, lo and behold, on December 1, ivhen the Bill
came before the l-ok Sabha, thc+ p1i6* Ministel rvho,
onlv tu'enty-foui hours earlier hnd announced that she
rvould nOt be pressurised by such tactics, tamely
announced that Gorrernment hacl decided to withdraw
trl'o out of the three relevaut amendmentsl

Public memory is, of course, proverbially shor.t, but
arnnesia has not developecl so far that the people of
India cannot recall whht happened just two months ago!

IN THIS ISSUE

"Economic grou,th is very important to the
conntry but it cannot be at thc cost of social
justicri', saicl the Prime \,Iinister in Ahrnedabad
on Novc'rnber 21. \ot so, s:rys \lr. B. K. Nehm-
Goveruor of Assarm trnd \agaland. On the. front
page of this issue rve publish trn rrblidgecl velsion
of tiie B. F. \'Iadori \Iernorial Lecture receutlv
cleliverecl by'' N{r. \ehru. His nre.ssaqe is or.re tirat
hriliii car-r rieglect only rrt its peril.

\'Iehrir \,[asani retile<] as Deputr. Director-
General of lh'oaclcirsting after ir long ancl disting-
uislrecl career in All lnclia Riidio. She clisctrsses tlie
c{fc,cts of Coverirrlent contlol ovc,r' lrloaclcastirig
ri'hich J. I. Servan Scfireiber hns clcscribed as onc
of the rlost cancerotrs traits of soc'ictv and rc-
rnirrds the reader of the ffndirgs of the Chanda
Conrrlrittee, of rvhich she u'as Secrctan, rvhich,
a1as, sti]l au,ait inrplementirtion.

hr n cool and nnaly'tiqal look at the voting in
tlrc Ll.N. Gencral Assembll' zrncl Inclia's isolation
there, N{r'. S. \2, llaju, ur.rlike most Indian corn-
mentators. refuses to ape tlre solclier's foncl
rnother u,ho, at the encl of the parade, saicl:
"Iiverybody' rva.s otrt of step except rny Johnny".

President Nixon is n favourite target for lanr-
pooning in the Indian press toclay. In tlris issue
s'e join in the game by adcling one more criticisn-r
of the U.S. President. coming tliis time from a
young American. His, lrorvevcr, is a fresli
approacl.r rvhicli shorvs lros' ri'rlcle o{ tlrc nrark is

the line along rvhich President Nixon has been
denigratecl bv most of his critics.

uJIt
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ttFascisttt?

{KIHEN the word Fascist was used in sections ofvY the press to ciescribe the hooliganism in u,hich
leaders of the ruling Conggess party indulged when
they broke into and occupied, with disgraceful acts of
violence, the All India Congress Committee office on
Jantar Mantar Road last November, one felt that per-
haps such a description was at least premature. After
all, one swallorv doqs not make a summer. The feeling
of concern was, however, aggravated when the prime
Minister, instead of repudiating the action of her
followers, sought to excuse it by salng that the inci
dent had been "exaggerrated oul of all proportion, and
that the fact that the miscreants were "young €rrthu.
siastic elernenti" in her party was a mitigating factor.

Any doubt about the fascist trends in the Ruling
Congress Party must now, however, be abandoned as
a result of the behaviour of the same kind of people
in Bhubhaneshwar on January 6 when they repeated
in an even more disgusting manner the antics at Jantar
Mantar Road a couple of months ago. The assault by
these hooligans, who included i\Iembers of parliament
and tlembers of the Assembly of the ruling Congress
Party, on the aged and respected Chief rilinister of
Orissa u'hom they manhandled and redrrced to tears.
while seeking tg extort from him his resignation. can
iro longer be lightly dismissed.

Freedotri Ftist

cg1ald. Scarfg 
=,\uy4qa Ttnfs,. Londo,.l,.: ',"".

While there could be a difierence of opinion about
the merits of Government's action under the Defence
of India Rules, there can be none such about the
burning of copies of. Current by a gang of demonstra-
tors in front of the office of that journal on l4th
December, imn-rediately following the Editor's arrest.
Book burning was an jnvention of Hitler's Nazis. It
is notervorthy that anong those who led this demon-
stration \\'as a \,{ember of Parliament of the miing
Congress Party from Delhi.

OPPosition's P5'11'Li" Victory
rlI{OSE rr-ho rvould like the declaration of Nationalr Enrerqencr- to he terminated and to breatlre freely
again under the normal lau'of this countn- must thank
the Opposition parties for that relief being delayed.
The Prin-re \Iinister and the Government came'for-
rvard to'rr-ards the end of Decernber u'ith a reasonable
proposal, that if the ConsLitution could be amended'br- thc tStJr Constitrrtion ,s.nrendnrent Bill ilaking it
possible for Govemment to declare ar1 emergency onll'
in certain borcler areas like \\/est Bengel, the Govern-
urent rvould ',,r'ithdrag' the declaration of emergeney
at the rrational level. The 28th Amendment, ii was
claiured, had become necessary as it u'as held - some-
rvhat dubiousl,v - tlrat the Constifution does not at
present permit an emergency to be declared except
for the countn/ as a u'hole. Instead of rvelcoming this
reasonable proposal, the Communist parties and their
friends set up a howl having, no doubt, their own
position in West Bengal in mind. Othe.r Opposition
parties unfortunately joined tliem. It rvas only the
Swatantra Party through its President rvhich supported
the Govemmentt proposal, but unfortunately, even
they later u'hittled down tleir position to one of
neutrality.

In tbe face of this, the Prime tr{inister decided that
she ll'ould rather continue the national emergeniy and
do without the Amendment. It is to be hoped that the
postponement of a reversion to normality rvill not be

Blot on a Good Record

Y and large tlle climate at l'rome during the recent
hostilities rvith Pakistan was one orr wliich the

people of India may congratulate themselves, The
finest aspect of this rvas the complete absence of com-
munal tension and clashes and the security il which
the ninority in this counh-y lived during the periocl
of the arrned clash. It can also be claimed that the
powers acquired by Govemment under the emergency
r+'ere used generally in a reasonable and restrained
mannel.

To this there is one glaring exception and that was
tJre detention of lr{r. D. F. Karaka, Editor of Current.
After perusing the charge-sheet that Cunent itself has
since obtgingly published, rve are constrained to
observe that the grounds for the detention do not
hold ra.ater and that Mr. Karaka's detention must be
therefore considered to be a misuse of the powers
given to Government to further the defence o[ India
and its security. For instance, was not the headline
of the offending article "Receioers of Aid, &re now
at War" a factual statement? Mr. Karaka nrade
no discovery on this point, as can be seen from the
cartoon published by the Sunday Times of Inndon,
on this page.
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delayed long, but the responsibility for this unfortu-
nate position must fall squarely on the shouldels of
tl're Opposition parties.

Ellsberg's Law-yer
rIIHE publication by the New York Times and sec-
f tiot s of the American press of the Pentagon Papers

passed on to them by Daniol Ellsberg and the judge-
ment of the U.S. Supreme Court uphol&ng their right
to do so u'ere undoubtedly a notable victory for the
freedom of the press whieh should encourage those
engaged in repelling curent attacks on the Indian
press. Ellsberg's own motivations are still, however, a
subject of considerable obscurity.

Ellsberg's choice of his.lar.vyer i$,- ho.lyeyer, .sigpi-
ffcant. He has picked on Leonard Boudin as one of
his two lawyers. What makes lhe choice signiGcant is
the fact that Boudin has a long record of defen&ng
Soviet spies and communist traitors. It is he who
appeared for the Soviet espionage agent, Judith
CopJan. Mr. Bou&n's ftrm has represented Castro of
Cuba and was forced to register as an agent of a
foreign governrnent. Boudin has also been counsel
for Paul Robeson, the rvell knoum Communist fellow-
traveller, and has defended Dr. Spock. His daughter
Kathy is n'anted by the police in connection with the
explosion in a towrr house in Manhatten in s,'hiclr
several people were killed, and he himself has been
denied a passport by the U.S. Government as being a
suspected communist.

Is it not interesting and perhaps a pointer to N4r.

Ellsberg's real character and motives drat, of all the
lilwyers in Arnerica, he should have picked orr a mArr
g'ith this record to defend him?

Rewriting History - Indian Style
f AST urontir we referred to an urrfortunate exarnple

' ' of rewriting history on the part of the Arnerican
jounral LiJe. In the intervening period, u'e have had
an exanple of the rewriting of history not by' one
newspaper but by the entire fndian press. Reams and
reams of paper were spent on paying tributes to \4r.
G. M. Sadiq, Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir,
rvhen he passed away in December. Mr. Sadiq had
many likeable qualities and it was good that they
should be recalled.

There was, however, one thing about Mr. Sadiq on
which a veritable conspiracy of silence was maintained
by the entire In&an press without exception and that
was the Communist views which Mr. Sadiq held. It
is well known to all who have followed developments
in Kashmir that Mr. Sadiq was known as a Communist
adherent right through the Fifties. Among the posi-
tions that he held was that of \1ce-President of the
All-India Peace Council. That u'as at a time when Mr.
Sadiq was President of the Kashmir Constituent
Assernbly. On 30th N'Iay, 1953, Thougltt magazine of

4

February 1972

Delhi, referring to lvlr. Sadiq, wrote: "The Speaker of
the Kashmir Constituent Assembly, is, of course, a
notorious instance of communist success in inffItration
into key.positionslin organisations which they ulti-
mately seek to destroy." Anyone who warrts further de-
tails of this aspect of Mr. Sadiq's beliefs and activities
should re.fer to an article entitled Kashmir and the
Communists by Tilak Rai Chadha, a prominent mern-
ber of tlie Praja Socialist Party, in Thought of 17th
Tanuary, 1953.

Norv, there is nothing wrong dishonourable or sur-
prising in Mr. Sadiq holding the views that he did. The
interestirrg thing is why no single newspaper in Indiai
rvhile reporting his death or commenting on it, referred
to his Communist views and aligument. A similar con.
sniracy of silence has marked more recent press reports
about Mr. Rajni Patel who has been imposed by Nerv
Dellii on the I]PCC as the local Gaul.eiter.

Why is it only in the case of people who hold Com-
munist views that an atternpt is made to make peoplc
forget that part of their past? Is it because there is
some kind of consciousness that tlere is something
unsavoury about their political colour? This hypo-
thesis cannot hold water because, if that were so, the
Communist papers at least rvould proudly claim
these men as their own. The fact that they have not
done so would the.refore tend to indicate that silence
on this subject furthers the welllcnown communist
tactics of infiltration by their fellou.travellers. No
s'onder such people are aptly referred to in France
ts sountarins ( submarines ) .

Policeman Favours Aggressor
DY its rur-neutral act in gratuitously raising the level
D of diplonratic relations with the iommunist aggres-
sor regime in Nortl-r Vietnanr u'ithout a corresponding
rnodification in the case of South Vietnirm, Nerv Delhi
has predictably raised a veritable homet's nest.

Tlut tlie Governrnent of South Vietnam should react
vigorously against the Chairman of the International
Control Commission acting in this blatantly partisan
maruler in favour of the aggressor is altogether natural
and only to be expected.

The really damning cpndemnation of the Indian
Covernment's.action has, holvever, come from India's
colleague on the LC.C., Canada. On January 11, M. M.
Slrarp, Canadian External Afiairs Minister, told press-
men in Ottawa that India's action had "further
weakened the I.C.C."

While too many tears need not be shed over the
demise of the I.C.C,, which had already been rendered
inefiective by Polish obstruction and Indian conni-
vance, the way in which the large In&an community in
South Vietnam has been ueedlessly exposed to local
hostility is a matter which causes concern. It is to be
hoped that the Indians in South Vietnam will not be
made to suffer for the sins of New Delhi.

,*



AIR: The Voice Of The Government
Mehra Masani

D)UBLICIfi organs of the Government of India,
I such as the Press Information Bureau and AIR
have, in lecent rveeks, made much of the fact that
Radio and TV broadcasts and newspap€r comments
in the United States have been out of tune r,vith

President Nixon's attitudes aud ideas on the Indo-
Pakistan war ancl the ernergence of Bangla Desh. We
also read in our papers a few days ago that the BBC
broadcast a programme on Ulster which the Home
Minister of Britain had suggested it should drop. Lord
Hill, the Chairman of the BBC, rejecting the sug-
gestion of the Government, said that it was for thc
RBC to decide r.r'hether or not the broadcast vi'ould
worsen the situation as tlte Home Minister feared. Can
we imagine AIR broadcasting a programme in
which, let us say, our "specirrli' relations rvith the
U.S.S.R. u'ere analysed and criticised? The prospeci is

very remote indeed. Hou' is it that in a society rvhich
claims to be free ancl dernoclatic the broadcasting
system is neither?

Broadly, the '.1'orld's radio and TV systerns can be
classified under tlrree categories. In the first of these,
radio and TV stations are privately ou'necl, fir.rauccd
tlrrough advertisemeuts and generally operated for'
yrrofit, though son're stations rtttt Ix' uttiversities, nrtulici-
palities and cultural associations atre not profit making.
This syster.r-r prer.ails in the U.S.A. and in South Ame-
rica and it co-exists in Australia, Canircla and Japalr
s'ith the seconcl c:rteqory in u'hich broadcasting is
runtmstecl to atrtonornotrs corporations.

Both private ancl autonomous broadcasting organi-
sations trre subject to certain types of regulation and
contlol b;r the State. Tliey htrve to firlfil internirtional
obligations in the use of radio frequencies and are
restrained frorn putting out prograrntnes rvhicJr offcnd
against social and rnoral values.

All the democratic countries of 'Western Europe
have public corporations, run inclependently b1' a body'
speciffcally set up for the purpose, which are largely
-independent of Gove.rnment financially b1' raising
money through licences for the operation of radio and
TV sets. The Governments concemed retain control
by prescribing rules under which the Corporations must
function but in practice, the powers ve,sted in the
Government are invoked only if the Corporations be-
have irresponsibly. The best lcnown examples of such
bodies are the BBC, NHK (the Japanese Broadcasting
Corporation), the Australian Broadcasting Commis-
sion, the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation and the
Corporations of West Germany.

During the last twenty vears, ln:rny Asian and
Africarr countries u,hich have attained freedom and

which have a parliamentary' form of Government have
changed over to this system. Even in underdeveloped
countries it is now unusual for broadcasting to be run
brr the State. That form of organisation is now found
predominantly in the totalitarian co.untries of Eastern
Europe (including the U.S.S.R.), in Chirra and in
India. Ours is perhaps the only democratic country
adhering to this undemocratic broadcasting system.

Why are we out of step rvith the rest of the free
rvorld? Is it because the Indian Governrnent's incom'
plete commllment to democracy does not cause con-
cern to the Indian people? The same indifierence to
democratic principles and policies which allows the
Government to whittle down our Fundarnental Rights,
to dragoon the Press, to undennine the rule of law,
evidently allows the Governrnent to deprive the Indian
people of a free and democratic broadcasting system.

Until fir'e or six years ago, the Government rvas
committed to a change in the stmcture and status of
AIR. As long ago as \,Iarch 1948, Pandit Nehm had
said in the Constituent Assembly: "tr'Iy orvn vie'w of
the set-up for broadcasting is that u'e should approxi-
mate as far as possible to the British model, the BBC:
that is to say, it rvould be better if rve had a semi-
autonomous corporation under the Government, of
course, r'r'ith the policv controllcd b)'tll* Covernment'
otherrvise being not conducted as a Government cle-

lrartrnent but as a semi-atitottontolls corporatiort... . .

ft-r fact, in most rntttters t'e should aiur at thc
serni-autotromous corporatiotrs. the policy' and othcr
things being clistantlv controlled bv the Gor-ernrnent.
but the Gor.'ernment or Government departments trot
intcrfering in thcil ciar'-to-ci rr' ;rctivitics."

In 1964, iu respotrse to serious criticistn itr Parlia-
ment ancl in the press, trIrs. Gandhi, as \linister for
Infonnation and Broadcasting, appointed a Committee
to go into this question. On this Comrnittee on Broad-
casting arrd Information ivledia she appointed among
others five n.rembers of Parlian-rent, inclucling \4r. Nath
Pai of the PSP, Mr. Gurupadasrvaml' and Mr. Vidya
Charau Shukla of the Congress Party, and Dr. L. N{'
Singhvi, an independent. She had then stated that she
was prepared for a radical change in AIR's structure
if the Committee considered it rtecessary.

The Chanda Committee, as it catne to be known
after its Chairman, N{r. A. K. Clranda, a forrner Comp-
troller ancl Auditor General of India, discussed the
future of AIR with a nurnber of eminent men and
women; it studied numerous me.moranda submitted to
it; it considered different systerns of broadcasting in
difierent parts of the world; and came to the concltr-
sion that no improvement could be made. in the u'ork-
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ing of AIR as long as it was an attached office of the
lr4inistry of Information and Broadcasting, subservient
to thc Govermnent in respect of every aspect of its
w'orking, staffing, ffnaucing, programming, or dcvelop-
rnent. It therefore recommended that AIR should be
converted into an autonomous Corporation by Act of
Parliarnent and given the authority to run broadcasting
in the best interests of the country, subject to certain
obligations to provide educational and instructive pro-
granmes at the behest of the Government and to
obserle certain regulations to ensure that the pro-
grarnmes did not offend against proprielv.

Bgrring one or two newspapers whose political
affiliations make them alzerse to the reduction of State
control over any activity, all the maior newspapers and
magazines in the country welcomed and supported the
Coinrnittee's recommendations for autonorny for AIR.
At that time the spokesmen of all the political parties
except the Congress Party and the Communist Parties
also demancled autonomy for AIR in Parliarnent and
outside. After the split in the Congless Party, the
Cong(O) has also come out in favour of a greater
rneasure of independence for AIR and, in a recent
synrposium in the Titnes of lnclia, it rvas a pleasant
surprise to ffnd that N,Ir. Indrajit Gupta of the CPI
also spoke up in favour of an autonomous corporation.
The nrling Congress Party is thus isolated on this
cprestion but, because Indian publie opinion is supine
irnd indifferent the ruling Palty can ignore the dernand
of all infonned sections of society.

Thr' first irnd most frequently given reason for keep-
ilg AIR a department of the Covernment of India is
that its cirrnings from licences and commercial adver-
tisements are sufficient only for its recurring annual
expenditure and cannot pay for the cleveloprnent of
lirdio and T\r. The Chanda Corrrmittee had met this
point lr1, suggcsting that just as Governurent, throtrgh
the Universit;- Grants Commission, gives funds to
rrniversities, u'ltich are autonomous bodies, it can give
.{.IR funds to enable it to fulffl its natiou-building obli-
girtions. Nloreover', several public corporations and
cornpanies have been formed s'ith a large investment
of public leverllres for purposes considered beneffcial
to the cornmunity. Once an autonomous corporatiott
is formed it can raise loans to finance its development.

The second argument is based on the presumption
that an autonomous Corporation would be open to
commercial influences and would neglect educative
and informative programmes which q'ould be saeri-
ficed in favour of trivial and popular programmes.
There is nothing in the experience o[ autonomous
organisations anywhere in the world to warrant any
such fear. The BBC and other autonomous bodies pro-
vide excellent programmes, including educational
broadcasts, far superior to anything AIR has ever done
in all its )'ears of rvorking under direct Government
control. AIR's orvn comrnercial broadcasts have not
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afiected the quality of its performance in any way.
Thirdly, rnernbers of Parliament are told that their

control over AIR would be lost if it were an autonomous
coryoration. Urfbrtunately, our MPs appear to have
fallen for this argument rvithout stopping to consider
precisely rvhat control they exercise at present. Apart
from interpellations on trivial matters and an annual
debate on the Budget demands, Parliament exercises
rro control whatever. Through serious discussions in
the Committee on Public Undertakings, Parliament
could exercise far rnore efiective control than at present.

Fourthly, it has beeu said that without the direct
supervision of Government, the broadcasting authority
may not function in the interest of the security and
integrity of the State-as if the radio organisations of
Japan, Italy, Germany, France anil Scandinavia, act
against the security and welfare of the States in which
they function. Of course the example of the American
radio and TV services, given at the start of this article,
stresses the need for an organisation to distinguish
betrveen the interests of the State or society as a rvhole
and the interests of the Govemnent of the day or the
political party and personages in power. Autonomous
Lodies have always functioned in the interest of the
societies they serve but often they have considered
such interest to be in opposition to the interest of the
ruling party and have rghtly upheld the former to the
annoyance of the latter.

The real reason for Governmentt refusal to accept
the demand for an autonomous corporation is its fear
that lo,valty to the Constitution may lead the Corpora-
tion to oppose the Government and prevent the party
in porveifi'om using the Statds control of broadcasting
for its own narro\l' political ends.

Finally, it is said that an autonomolrs body rvould
not be ar-ty ttlo." indepenclent thar-r a department of
the Goverrnrent becatise the directors of the Board
appointed by the Covernment rvill be so selected as ttr

carry out the Government's orders and anticipate its
rvishes. This can be overcome if the Board is appointed
by the President and not by the Prime Minister or
iabinet but, apart from that, it is obvious that if the
Govelnment f6rms an autonomous corporation u'ith
the intention of sabotaging its independence and
autonomy there is nothing to be gained by it. But one

rvould not except this of a Government which is

genuinely interested in promoting and strengthening
democratic institutions. That this argument should be
used by rnembers of the Congress ParV and by senior
officials only confirms the suspicion that the party in
power has no intention of allowing AIR to act as a
trustee for the national interest.

If our broadcasting system attains the degree of free-
dorn achieved by those of other democratic countries,
it will only be when public opinion asserts itself to
make AIR the voice of India instead of being the
mouthpiece of the (lorrentment.



THE U. I\. VOTE: Al{ ANALYSIS
S. V. Raiu

A DDRESSING a public meeting in Jullunder on
n January 3, the External A$airs Minister Mr.
Swaran Singh observed that "the 1.04 members of the
General Assembly who voted for the cease-ffre resolu-
tion (in the U.N. General Assembly on Decemtrer 7)
did not understand the basic problem. They took the
issue in a routine manner-to have a cease-fire where-
ever hostilities broke out".

Conceding for the sake of argument that the
Chinese and the Americans voted for the Rsolution
fully aware of the "basic problem", who were the other
101 nptions (other than Pakistan).who,were unable
to "understand" the "basic problan" viz., the fact of
large scale genocide in Bangla Desh and the presence
in India of millions of refugees rvho had fed to escape
slaughter by the Pakistan Army? AII the Arab countries
except Oman, which abstained; all the African coun-
tries except Madagascar and Senegal, rvhich abstained,
and Equatorial Guinea, Guinea and Lesotho, who
absented themselves from the session; all the couniries
of South and South-East Asia, except Afghanistan,
Nepal and Singapore, who abstained, and Mauritius,
Maldivas and Burma, who absented themselves from
the sessiou; all the countries of Latin America except
Chile, rvhich abstained, and Cuba, rvhich voted against
the resolution. In Europe, the only countries to support
us were the USSR and seven of its sirtellites. Britain.
France and Denmark abstained. The rest, including
Rumania and Yugoslavia. \r'ent along rvith the resolu-
tion.

Naturally, as an Indian, I u'as rnost unhappy that
as many as 103 nations (Pakistan cxcepted) failed to
understand the Cenh'al issue involvecl-an issue involv-
ing the stifferings of rr-rillions of people rvho hacl been
deprived of their hurnan rights. How could this be so
after droves of oficial delegations capped bv ir tour
by our Prime Minister herself had perambulated all
over t-he world to explain our country's stand?

Could it be that our explanation Iackecl credibilitv
in the light of our past performance in international
relations? We were ahvays among the first, and very
rightly so, to snpport calls for ceasefire u,henever
fightlng erupted in other parts of the rvorld. "Stop
shooting and start talking" rvas generally our response.
Can we blame other countries for taking the same linc
r,vhen u,e are involved?

Not only did u,e turn a blind eye to the occupatiou
of Tibet by Communist Clrina but actually acquies-
ced by signi-ng the Panchashila Agreement with the
Chinese. There was not that same kind of fervour in
protesting against Chinese genocide in Tibet. We
further reftrsecl to recognise the Dalai Lama as the

rightful head of a Tibetan government in exile. Nor
did our Government raise a whimper over the slaughter
of the Hungarians by Soviet tanks and bullets in 1956
or in Czechoslovakia much later. Naturally, when we
rightly tried to awaken the rvorld's conscience to the
tragedy being enacted in Bangla Desh, our voice
iacked credibility.

The Soviet veto did help us to ward ofi the issue in
the Security Council and gave us valuable tjme to
cornplete our operations in Bangla Desh.

Soviet support also secured for us eight votes in the
General Assembly of the U.N. the remaining two being
India and Bhutan. But would we have obtained more
votes in our favour had rve not been champione.d b1'
the U.S.S.R.?

The single biggest casualty caused by the India-
Soviet Treaty was the destruction of our image of non-
alignment. We rvere proud to be identified with thc
"Third World", but rvhere was the Third World vvhen
the vote was called? Or is it that, because of that
Treaty, we were no longer considered to belong to that
club?

The Soviet Veto protected us in the Securitv Coun-
cil. But the Comrnunist Chinese too have the \/eto.
Is it inconceivable that at a future date if the Chinese
Con-imunists repeat their 1962 perforr.r.rance thev s,ill
use their' \,eto to prevent t1-re Securitl' Council fron.r
coming to India's aid? The Veto may har-e been
relevant in the imnrediate post-u'ar period. But is it
not reactionary that five Porvers should ].rave s-ithin
them the power to obstruct internatiorral clec'isions let
alone sanctions? And rvhat is the guarantee that. rr.hen
such a situation arises, t}le General Assernbl',' t'ill in-
voke the "Uniting For Peace" resolution t.ith tlle sanrc'
alacrity ancl the nations of the u-orld, incluclir.rg thc
non-alignc.ci, u'ill give irs a better cleal?

Let us look at the pattern of voting. After years of
efforts at befriending Arab nations. not one of t}renl
excepting little Ornan thought it fit to ask the sponsors
of the resolution: "It is all very rvell to ask Lhe Govern-
ment of India to stop fighting but u'liat about tl.re
savage massacre of the people of Bangla Desh, u'hat
about the future of the millions of refugees that had
fled to India? Wbat about their legitimate political
aspirations? Answer and we shall then consider the
Resolution". But they did not do so. Perhaps tlie failure
to secure Arab support represents the single biggest
failure of our f.oreign policv.

Or take the countries of South-East Asia. Even
Mauritius, rvhose Prime Minister and otl.rers rve have
Ireenlvining and dining, star;ed arvav fron.r thc session.
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Ceylon voted for the Resolution. Burma too absented

itself from the session. Singapore abstained. In Africa
too, the story $/as the same. All major nations on the
African continent failed to appreciate India's point of
view.

Our isolation from our neighbours in South-East

Asia ll'as complete. \[&y? Because rve had no time to
cultivate our "neglected backyard" as someone des-

cribed it. We had more pressing things to do like
soundir.rg off our views on matters relating to Europe
and the West., Even worse was olrr attempt a year
or so back to seil the Brezhnev Doctrine of collective
security to Asian nations.

An old lady, tire mother of a soldier, \vent to see

a parade. At the end of it all she observed: "Every-
one' was out of step except n-ry Johnny". If this
is going to be the reaction of the Government
to the adverse U.N. vote, then we shall have learnt
nothing. But if it has had a traumatic efiect on our
foreign policy planners and compels them to under-
take an "agonising reappraisal", the disaster at the
United Nations could be a blessing in disguise.

A reappraisal of our foreign policy rvould involve
inter alia:
(a) Taking a fresh look at our West Asian policv. The

Arabs equivocated in 1962 when China attacked
us, in the 1965 hostilities rvith Pakistan, and on

Freeclont F'irst

this occasion. As one writer observed in a letter
to the editor of the Times of lndia ". . . . it strould
be remembered that even as the Arab nations
u'ere accusing India of aggression against Pakistan,

, the Governnrent of Israel was dispatching 75 tons
of vegetable proteins to help feed the refugees
of Bangla Desh". There is no reason rvhy we
should not establish diplomatic relations with
Israel. If the Arab nations can profess neutrality
in our dispute with Pakistan, can we not by the
sarne token express our neutrality in the Israeli-
Arab dispute?

(b ) We must give top priority to the nations of South
and South-East Asia. There is need to le-establish
onr bonafides with many of them. The recent
action in raising oul diplomatic status in Hanoi
ji Celtainly iiot'the wa)t to do sij, Our policy in
Asia needs to be based on the realisation that the
people of this region are watching the two Asian
giants, China and India. India has to prove that
she can be relied upon to heliver the goods. We
rnust seek their friendship by promoting regional
economic and security alrangernents free of
power blocs.

(c) Our stance on all international issues should be
based on the principles of reciprocity and national
self-interest. And finally, we must resist the temp-
tation to preach and moralise to nations on rnatters
that are not our business.
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A YOUNG AMERICAN LOOKS AT NIXON
Richard Brookhiser

TT was between
I brother came
open the door:

the hours of ten and eleven; my
running down the hall and threw

"T.ricl7 Dick's going to China!"

I ,rvas amazed. A President of the United States seeks
and accepts an invitation to go to Communist China:
The very idea rvas impressivg it struck home with a
force quite unrelated to the fact that this hesident

'"'- \*,as a conseryative Republican u'ho had rnade his
name twenty years ago by denotrncing Communists at
home and abroad. This went beyond euphoria-this
had elements of audacity.

And so, later, refecting on my own initial reaction,
and other things besides, I have come to feel that
llichard Nixon is a Romantic, and that his attih.rde
torvirrd China rises from a deepseated Rcmantic vision
of politics. This might corne as a shock to most people

-Richard Nixon, Trieky Dickp politician, pragmatist,
manipuiator and cheap circus side-shorvman who solcl
his election suake oil all the way to the lVhite House.
In a lrundred subtle u'ays, bv the Netu York Tinrcs,
and Hugh Sider'- and Norman \Iailcr, ancl rnost magir-
zines, and all Democrats, s'e have been fed the lie
so often that u'e h:1\-e corne to believe it. And yet here
is the sanre Trickv Dickr', packing bis bags and pre-
paling to run off to ir Tilsit upon s'hich may liang
issuc.s that u'ill rnirke \apoleotr ancl Alexirnder seem
punv bv conrparison.

\\'c hiu.c. seen the tvpe before, perlraps. Tlrc da1'
irftet thc Anlroullcenreriithe tr"r.t't" if Neville Cham-
bcrlaiu u'as alreixlv in the air. Ts.o hundrecl pirges
into The Cathering Storm, Winston Churchill pu"!"t
to give :rn appreciation of this r.nanr

Neville Charnberlain, on the other hand, rvas alert,
businesslike. opinionirtcd, and self-confident in a

r'6,ry high degree. Unlike Balclu'in, he conceivecl
himself able to comprehend the whole ffeld of
Europe, ancl indeed the rvorld, Instead of a vaguc
but none the less deepseated intuition, we had now
il narro\v, sharp-edged efficiencv rvithin the lirnits
of the policv in rvhich he believed.. . . His all per-
vacling hope u'as to go dos'n to history as tlre Great
Peacemaker. .

"Alert, businesslike. opinionatecl . . . narro\r', sharp-
edgecl efficiencv"-what better words could describe
the outcr inrage, the "Tricky Dicky," of Richard
Nixon? A lielief in his ability to comprehend tlle rvhole
fielcl of the u'orld-in r.vhat ffeld does Richard Nixon
rnost plizcr himself on his expertise btrt in foreign
ii{Iairs'i Thcr l.rope. the desirc to bc rememltered trs the

10

Great Peacernaker is perhaps the rnost difficult to
.swallow-but since entering o{ffce, what has the
President done but steadily and persistently pull troops
out of Vietnam? What did he look for when he went to
Rumania, rvhat was he looking for when he sent Rogers
to the Midclle East-or Kissinger to Peking?

'[he desire to do good and the fflm belief in one's
rrbility to do it resided deep in the sorrls of both Wilson
and Chamberlain; and lvhen the stage was set, they
took the plunge. We are told by Life Nlagazine.that
Richard Nixon cherishes the Chinese character for the
rvord "crisis," which is a compound of the character.s
for "danger" and 'bpportunity"; r'i'hen the stage was
set, they took the plunge.

Czar Alexander, already referred to, could not refuse
to go to meet Napoleon at Tilsit, a conference whose
consequences happened not to be immediately dis-
astrous. There rvere doubtless sound political reasons
for a negotiation betrveen them, hard, practical points
that had to be picked over and thrashed about: Russia
Ind been in and out of European affairs before, and
u'ould be in and out again. But these s'ere not the
reasorls rvbich clrew' the Czar to meet Napoleon in
person: Napolc'on \\'as a force, Napoleon rvas some-
thing ele.mental-he rvas a totem of the Ron'rantics, he
lield a place in their pantheon; he had dazzled every-
one or1 the Continent. Goethe, Hegel, even (for a
tinre ) Ileethoven-and Alexancler rode on his raft to
the center of the river, not to talk nitt,v-gritty, but to
have lris head fflled rvith schenres of grandeur ancl an
Eastern en.rpile. FIe rvas shortlv to be disillusioned;
he had glaspecl at opportunitl' att4 caught only clanger.

There are just some types you can't talk to. Recon-
ciliation is possible and old hatreds can be broken up
and rviped au'a,v: It was logical that the United States
should evenhrally become friendly rvith England,
logical tht'rt England should beconre friendly rvith
France, logical that France ancl England should be-
come friendly u'ith ( lVest ) Gerrnany. But some nations
and leaders cannot be talked to; some nations and
Ieaders establish thernselves on the far side of chasrns
that ha.ve notlring to do with prejudice or politics.
They embrace insanitl' and repudiate civilization; they
are outside the pale and there can be no reconciliation
rvith them.

This is something a Romantic can never really be-
lieve, because he believes rnost strongly in the good-
ness of men. There is no man so fal gone that he
cannot be coaxed back, there is no nation so blind
that it cannot see the light. To the Rornantic it is incon-
ceivable that lnen corrld send a nation down an un-
alterablv u,ickecl coirrs(,, or tlrat thev coulcl allos' thern-
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selves to be ruled by a state rooted in intractable
hatred. I{istory tells us otherwise, but do we believe
it? The Nazi ovens and engines of death are thirty
years old-do rn'e really believe jt? We have all read
Braao Neu Woild and 1984, but have rve understood
them? Do we-does Richard Nixon-realize that 1984
is not thirteen years away, but now? and thirty years
ago? and always? There are some people vou cannot
talk with, but the Romantic, so long as he remains
onez never quite sheds his faith in the "spirit of Man."

World cooperation is, fine, but it can never be univer-
sal; whetfer you trace it back to Adam and Eve, or
to some African genesis, i la Robert Ardrey, there are
some people you cannot talk to. The Congress of Vienna
got along rvithout Napoleon; the United Nations was
originally the name of the alliance designed to crush
Hitldr:

Mr. Nixon, if he goes to China, will not give them
the state of Califomi:I. He is still the man most con-
servatives voted for in 1968, he is still Tricky Dick;
he was never a fool. But China has caught his imagi-

Freedont First

nation; I think it has struck a spark ofi the Romantic
fiint that lies deep in his soul. There are a hundred
roasons rvhy he may never rnake the trip, there is
every chance that it will be ui.aferially unproductive
*from the Cornmunist point of rderv. But the project
has captured him-it has elements of greatness, it is

something to win elections wifh, something to cele-
brate bicentennials with, someihirrg to commencl his
.Quaker soul to God and posterity. And the strength
of the vision will increase as he comes closer to it; the
nearer he comes to collision with it, the more he will
be confinned in it. Surely he himself rose from the
depths-surely he bounced back from two great defeats
and an alvful press conference to become President of
the United States. Surely history did not let him beat
all the odds rvitltout liriing' diit'ibriia' desfiny,'"sbind
purpose.

N4aybs it's all a fantasy. Maybe I'n reading some-
tiring into it and the words came too easily. Blessed
are the peacemakers. Let us pray.
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A Ballad fronn

Soviet tlnderground
Mikhail Nozhkin

(Alongside of the Samizdat unclergrourrcl publicatiols,
a new forrn of Soviet dissent has developed in the
Soviet Union. It is called L[agnitizdat * r','hich drau's
its name from the rvords m,ognitofon (tape recorder )
and izdat (to publish). Among the urost popular per-
forners of the underground ballad is Mikhail Nozhkin
u'ho sings of the quest for social justice ancl a less
ma.terialistic way of life;'This'trallad''forms part oF"a
volurninous coilection of Soviet songs on record and
tape belonging to N,Ir. lvlisha Allen, a Canadian spe-
cialist in Russian folklore. In this ballad Mr. Nlikhail
Nozhkin deals rvith the "Neu' Class" in Russia, of
rvhich our own prototype is rapiclly cleveloping in Neu'
Delhi. A visit to Birla House, s'here Gandhiji's ferv
possessions are to be found, might provide a refrain.

Year by year oLrr life gets better.
Every shop has customers galore.
We gr:rb rrp food and clothing-
What *'e need ancl often something nrore.
In our apaftmetrts crystal startds iu rori's:
In our homes. ceramics bv the porrnd.
\\'e snobbishlv crave inrportecl clotbes.
,{ncl u-itl.r jtrnk our u-irrdrolrs all abotrn<I.

\\-hile in tl're Lenil \luscur,r
-fhele are tu-o olercoats u'iti-r btrllert lrolt's.
Trvo u-oln-out suits, a pirir of shoes,

A ctrp, soltrer books, ancl rtothitrg e'lst:.

\\tc shotrld lilc morc austere ancl sirrlplt' livr.'s.

Yet n'c u'orship fashion, luxrrn':
Put on airs of greedy merc'hant u'ives;
Fill or-rr bankbooks rvith cleposits;
Spcnd thousands on ottr plcasttre cars,
And tcncl them irs our preciotts clears;
Drape ourseirres in sealskin and in mink.
r\ncl cliiinroucl jeu'els wear upotl our ears.

\Mrile in the Lenin Muselrm . . ' (refrain)

We live Inttch better norv, that's clear.
One might even say that life is great,
The life we labored for frorn year to year
And justly did anticiPate.
Only, rve should take great carcr

Lest rve soar too high (and fall ).
To save ottr human soul, let us

Once in half a centurY recall. ..

Tlrat in the Lenin N4useum. . . (refrain)
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Shadous of the Bear

Edited by A. P, Jain, 176 pages, I'rice: Rs. 15.

A UGUST I, 1971, will go dorvn irr the history of
la' India as a dav to remember. For it was on this
fateful day that the Indo-Soviet Treaty came to be
signed with consequences r'vhich have already begun
to alter the political map of the Indo-Pak subcontinent
and which prornises to change the entire map of South
Asia before tho current decade is out.

It becomes imperative, therefore, that one shoulcl
try to folesee in the Iight of all that has already happen-
ed in the short space of time since the'freaty was signed
what the future yet has in store for .this part of Asia.
One thing is certain: with the struggle between the
two giant comrnunist powers for the domination of
Asia extending to this region, it can never be the sarne
again.

An attempt to understand the Treaty's economic and
political implications was made at a seminar in New
Delhi on tlie 5th of September 1971. Among the
participants rvere eminent politicians, scholars, journa-
lists and retired army officers. The result of their
deliberations has been brought out in the form of a
book entitled Shadnw of the Bear.

The title of the book may at ffrst sight appear to be
slanted against the Indo-Soviet Treaty, but a dis-
passionate reacler u'ill find it fullv justified in the con-
text of its background. Who can quarrel \f ith I\4. R.
It{asani. for instance, rvhen he asserts: "Clearly, this
Treatv stems from the Brezhnev doctrine of collective
securitl.- in ,\sirr spelt out trvo years ago" and quotes
T. \. Kaul as having said "\4/e have been u'orking for
this Treat)' for ot er ts'o years". That. after all, is right
fronr the horse's; mouth, as it s,ere.

There u,As. in fact, a consensus of oirinion among
the participants that althouglr Bangla Desh rvas the
provocation for it, the Treaty had been in the making
for two years behind the back of Parliament and the
people. "I rl'as rnore than surprised r,r'hen I saw in the
papers" says India's former Commander-in-Chief, Gen.
Cariappa, "tlrat sorne tu'enty top officers of the Foreign
l{inistry from Moscou', under the leadership cf
Mr. Gromyko, Foreign Minister of the U.S.S.R., were
coming to India to discuss the Indo-Soviet pact."

What is more, the Soviet leaders know what they
want and are going for it with a vengeance. Says

Prithvis Chakravarti, Diplomatic Correspondent of the
prestigious Hindwtan Tirnes, 'lVhatever India may or
may not do under the Treaty, the Soviet expectations
from the Treaty are clear. It is the Soviet intention to
seek India's co-operation in its drive for gaining a

foothold on the Asian continent and the Indian Ocean'.
The Shadorv of the Bear is certainly lengthening right
across our country to darken the Indian Ocean horizon'

It is signiffcant, however, that most of the partici-
pants should have thought of the Indo.Soviet Treaty
as a brake on India's freeCom of aciion. D. R. Manke-
kar, forrner Resid'ent Eclitor of the Times of India,
sups up this viewpoint in thesc uirinistakable terms:
"What tiris Treaty Coes is to eornpletely debar any
military solution of the problem". And in his Introduc-
tion to the book, A. P. Jain wriies more than a month
after the Seminar: "The signing of the Indo-Soviet
Treaty had closed down India's options. . . . India is not
likely to get any suppoit from the Soviet Union which
may lead to tire creation of an independent Bangla
Desh separate from Pakistan."

To be fair tq them, it all looked like that at the time.
Had not the joint communique issued by the Soviet
Union and Algeria referred to the territorial integrity
of Pakistan? And, what is rnore, did not Swaran Singh.
declare at the AICC session at Simla as late as on 9th
October, 1971-more than two months after the signing
of the Treaty-that the Governmeht of India would not
be averse to a lrclitical settlement of Bangla Desh
"r,r'ithin the framework of Pakistan"?

What would have happened thereafter for the Soviet
Union to have given India the green signal for military
action backed by the supply of Russian arns and
a warning to other rvorld powers to keep away from the
conflict? That is the sirtl'fsur thousand dollar question
to which the participants at the Seminar will now do
well to apply their minds. For, as the l,ondon Econo-
mi.sf has warned: "The rvhole of Southern Asia has now
been drarvn into the cornpetition of the great powers.
They (the Russians) have established themselves as

India's guardian super power. The Chinese will now
set out to protect themselves against the expansion of
the Sovief sphere of infuence along their southern
flank. . . . Where the trvo super po\4/ers are involved,
the third is not goilrg to stay out: the United States

do<,rs not intencl to leavc Southcrn Asia to a tussle

betrl'een the tu,o kinds of commuuists. The new Great
Game has begun'" 

Azrz MeoNr

Two Significant New PamPhlets
offered to our readers:

A Word to the Third World
by Prof. HarrY G. Johnson

(25 Paise)

Report of a Seminar on Freedom ol the Press
(15 Paise)

Call or write lor coPies:

INDIAN L]BERAL GROUP

Maneckjee Wadia Bldg. (4th floor)
'127 Mahatma Gandhi Road

BombaY 1.
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THE FIRST PRIORITY - Cont'd from ,page 1

ste,,-l mill when only 7,000 are required to produce the
maxirnum amount of steel; doubling the number of
clerks in a government offi.ce-so that they might more
effoctively come in each other's way; building village
roads in every dry season to be washed away in the
rnonsoor; these are all defended by trrcople holding res-
ponsible positions on the ground of creation of employ-
ment.

Emplol,ment in tiris sense of everyone being on the
payroll is merely a function of the amount nf currency
that the Government of India might be prepared to print
at the Press in Nasik. The entire population of India
cpuld be enrolled as goverrunent servants and given a
salary of a hundred rupees a month which would at-
one stroke satisfy those who agitate for a need-based
minirnum wage and for all-out nationalization! If peo-
ple felt there was something immoral in drawing a
salary for doing nothing they could also be provided
with pencil and paper and told to write letters to each
other all day! (I cannot help rernarking that much of
the larger increase in employment in public ofices in
recent years has treen exactly of this kind. ) The reason
r.vhy the Government of India does not deliberately
follolv this short-cut to universal employrnent is also
farly siniple and that is that all the people who would
thus be "ernploved" *'ould still be without food and
shelter or clothing because no additional amounts of
these rvould be produced.

as it pleases; it can give disguised grants of public
money for emergeney programrnes of so-called
ernployment; it can achieve t}e same purpose tlrrough
granting virtually irrecoverable loans through Govern-
m€nt or quasi-government agencies; it can go on sup-
porting uneconomic industries. Political pressures in
any case forcs it to employ three or four times as
many people as are necessary to do a job in a
govsrnrnent establishrnent while Trade Union pres-
sure achieves the same result in industrial establish-
rnents whether public or private.

It is in lhe second part of this equation, uamely, the
increase in productio,n to satisfy in real terms the
money incomes thus generated and distributed that'theleal tioubles'arise. and"if is"heirJ thai oiii econo-
rnic policy has faltered, for instead of devoting itself
wholeheartedly and single-mindedly to increase pro-
duction, it has permitted a large number of other eon-
siderations, all of them desirable in themselves to
a-ffect policy to the detriment of productive activity.
If once we accept that we are at a stage in our national
Iife rvhere we do not increase the real inoomes of
millions of our people we will be faced with the col-
Iapse of our entire social systern, the one and only
priority. that u'iil remain to us and to which all otler
priorities must, at least'for &e time being, be sub-
ordinated, rvill be the priority for production.

N.E.P.
Etltrrlovtnent is no entplorrnent' e'en thouqh.it may f\ lg2l, fo*r r.ears after the october Revolutior,

be gainiul' unless it is also producti'e' It.l* t:, P.Io I'trr"-rvl.rolo soviet system r,,,as facecl *,ith conapse
duce goods or sen,ices u'hich. rlfter going tlirough thc ,_.-,^'.-...
conpl-icatecl process of i,rtt.r'at n. ri,,".i,*i,,;;l:,;'; ,0,::r:'fi.,:tu:1f,r:":Xt'J":*;:itt^#ri"i.H^h""'"*:;
erce, carl be exclrangecl in ther enrl for fotrtl' slrt'ltet irrt""r^r ancl estemal. through'thJ foilorving of rvhat,
ancl clothing ancl other goods ancl sen'ices reqtrired rr.ith the l>enefit of lrin4sight] can only be d&cribed as
for cronsumption. Arid it has to b6: productive not only the liost fancif*l pollcies?esigled to establish instant
in the sense of somehorv managing to produce more commrrnism. In these circumstances the great Lenin
than is consumed in the process but productive in the hirnself threrv to the rvinds all tlose priorities and
sense of emplo,ving the best available techniques and objectives for rvhich he had worked all his life and
the best available mix of the factors of produetion started the Nerv Economic Policy, the one and only
that may be available at any particular time or place. object of rvhich rvas to increase production in the

The objective of creating employment is in realiq' shortest possible time; and for doing which no neans,
the objeciive on tlle one hancl of increasing prodo"- includjng private enterprise and concessions to foreign
tion and on the other of ensuring that the iot"I pu.- capitalists, rvas excluded, even_though these were

chasing power in the c\cuntry is so distributed thai as anathema to the communist theology'

much of the need.s of u, .,,orry people "t p".iur" "* ^.T_t^"r1t"t 
rvas "at all costs to increase t!r9 uuantity

met from the total production of the "J;;."Th" Sfl"-ltcts"' 
"We have no right"' Lenin said' "to forego

problem of distributi*g purchastng po*"r]'"i'*nt"tr lt^"- "^orn"""nity 
of immediately improving the condi'

r r ,r . , . ,'' -- '*-.-' tion of the workers and trreasants, for our impoverish-sucn nca\,y \\'eauler rs made and \\'lllch seems to .___L __ r !. .. r,,

occupy almost exclusi'ely the forefront of the pubtc "ti"rt#ff,1if:Tffi:umstances toclay are becoming
discussiorx of our economic policies, is in reality the 

""ru ,i.n;t". to those of the Soviet Union of 1g21 ani
easiest problem of all to solve. Through the whole thoirgh o1r econony is by no means about to collapse
powerful armoury of plogressive direct ta-xation, therel is little cloubt thai a sihration is building'up
Governrnent can cljstribrrtc purchasinq power exactlv u4iich c'i.tn burst rvith explosive violence thc-firJt
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intimations of wliich are clearly r'isible in rn1' part of
the country.

I do not interrd to list here all the teehnic.ai steps
that ale needed to increase prodrrction but I tlo t'ar:t
to indicate some areas in rvhiclr \4/e as a naiion will
have to revise our mental attitud.es and our policies if
rve want the maximization of welfare. The firs:t is of
course our attifude towards the creation of ma.terial
u'ealth. If we rvish a national effort to deate more
rvealtlr we must hold those r,r'ho create it in higher
social esteem than those rvho regulate-and restrict-
its cleation.

Next, we must retrlise that thorrgh for short periods
the human being can be made to grve of his best
throngh enthusiasm genelated of emotion-this is
alriays'true during r-vari' 'and rbvolutions 'wliethbi "

violent or nou-violent-tliis cannot rvork over. the very
long haul rvith rvhich we are concerned. The daily
urgings and exhortatious-'jarvboning" as it is irre-
verently called-to lvork harcl ancl make sacrifices for
the good of the nation-exercises at s4lich Govemors
are particularly adept!-pr:oduce little effect. What
is required is thtrt the incentive; and disincentives to
cach individual engaged in the task of creating rvealth
should be so arranged as to encorlrage production.
Neither otil ta.xation uor our labotrr polieies are at
present so designed; irnd both need a long, close, ner,v
look. Over the long haul the carrot and the stick are
tlre onlv ts'o instnuuents s'liich nrake people rvork.
Both comnrunisnr and ctrpitalisnr in their earlier stages
laid greater stress on the lirtter: as ec,onornies havc
cler-eloped and gros'n ntore ctrrnplc\ rnore emphasis
ha-s l>een given to tlie former. Our trouble is that otrr
clemocracv cloes not irl]orr' us to use the stick; our
socialisnr does not allos' us to use tlie carrot.

It is hiqh tirne also tlrat u'e lreqari to realise that
ou'nerslril> itr the tliircl qurirter of tlri' 20th centun' is
an almost irrelevaut coucept ancl that consequeitlv
tlie long drau'n clut ancl rvholil sit'r.ile public sector.

-private seetor controversv needs to be well and truly.
brrried. \Vhat is relevant is management; rvhoevel carr
prochrce at less real cost to the eco)roll'rv sltould be
illos'ed to do so. We neecl to profession"iiru -".rog"-
rnent. In the private sector tl're terrciencv to familv
lnirnagement, t'hich is its great rveakuess, rvill dis-
appear as soon as the regime of restrictive regulation
viclcls 1:laccr to conrpetition-for tlre private sector's
capacitv to lose llloney is vcrry rcstricted. In the public
sector, rvhich is permrrnently insulated frorn bank-
ruptc\i. the ntalady is more cleep-seated. Its roots lie
essentiallv in the burearrcratising and centralising urges
of i\,Iinistries, arising partly or-rt of fear of parlia-
rlentaly criticisrn. It is compounclccl of coltrse b,v the
telclencv to uscr thcse public cntcrprises, of vast im-
portance to the nation, as iutemrediate stops for able
lrren on tlreil u'ilv front onc rrttr-actir.e irssigr-rnteut to
another'.

. Freedant First

Big, therefore, Bad

lVe must also reaily get rid of or-rr macrophobia and
microphilia. !n this gigantic conrrtry of ours whose
problems demand gigantism it production, we seerll
to display an incredible feal of anything which is not
small. The result is that the units of our production,
industrial and agriculfural, as u'ell as of our manage-
ment tend to be well below the optimum which modem
technology requires. It is also assumed that srnall-
scale industry should be encouraged and large-scale
industry discouraged without any regard to their re-
lative effi.ciencies. Through an elementary transference
of ideas small industry is assurned, in total disregard
of the nature of modern wealth, to benefit the small
'rnan rvhile big industryr,is.supposed to,benefit only the..
capitalist. The ever-incleasing srnallness of the agri-
cultural unit is similarly regarded as automatically of
benefft to the weaker sections of the community. It is
well recognised that the reduction in size of the unit
of cultivatiou, rvhich is already small, reduces rather
than increases productivity. The effect of such a course
can only be to increase the under-nourishment of the
common marl.

Linked to this fear of large-scale production is the
unpr:oved assumption that capital-inlensive industries
necessarily produce less employmeut than labour-
intensive ones. This is of course tautologically true as
far as direct employrnent is concerned. But altogether
insufficient rvork has been done in deterrnining the
secondary, tertiary and quartenary employrnent potel'l-
tial created by large-scale capital-intensive entel'-
prises. It has nou'generally begun to be accepted that
automobiles, particularly trucks and buses, s'irich re-
cpire a great deal of capital to manufacture, create
inclirectll. a very large amount o[ employrnent.

This fear eornplex spreads also to tlre use of foreign
capital and foreign collaboration u'ithout botli of
rvhich in a capital-short and technologicallv backr.r,ard
country rapid progress is not possible.

Finally 'rve might re-examine the content of the terrn
social justice u'hich in daily parlance in India seems to
have come to rnean equality in material u'ealth, The
cluestiort realll, i5 u'hether the homeless, hungry, naked
rnan u'ould prefer to have a house and food and clothes
or whether he rvould prefer to ensure that everybody
around hirn was reduced to his orvn level of poverty.

I shall conclude by asking one philosophical ques-
tior-r. That is whether it is at all possible to reconcilc
the kind of political liberty that we have, bordeling
as it does on anarchy, with the carefully regulated
economy we are trying to create. Is it not necessary,
if the econornf is to be orderly for political life also
to be regulated; and if we want to keep our political
liberties rvlrich give our political life such vitality, will
u'e not also have to tolerate sonre disorder in our eco-
nornic life which might give to it also the vigorrr rvhich
toclav it so sadly l:rcks?
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Nloans rountl tvitlt r'a'y uoi""r. c.,"*", tr,Int?t""1i.t?
'Iis nct too late to seek a newer world"' 

_Tenngson.

\. r I itrn agairrst rrnybocly bcing killecl, bttt crnc mrtst Anv u'ork is prefclablc to rvclfare.
- r'i",,, thinjs in pcrspective. *Presiclent Nixon, U.S' Notus &Woild Rgport'

- 
-Mtr. fuidira Gancllii a.t press confetence December 6.

qtroted inTimcs of lnrlia' ja'uary 1' 
That was the fir.st;";;;f the rvar for souther*

A-sia, and it is tlie Russians rvho have won it.
I can only stry I am amttsecl at auy one imaginiug-ot' -TIrc Econonrfsf, December 11.

asserting that he is more pair:iotic tliari irie, or that he ' -------
is rnore concerned.about the defence of India :rgainst "someone rvill say Bhutto macle mistakes. Someone
aggressionahan I am. rvill say Mujib rnade mistakes. Someone rvill say Yahya

-C. Rajagopaiachtrri, Sutu'crigrt, Decerrrrbcr'95 rnacle mista-kes. And someo'le rvill-say all three maie

Every natio' r.", th";;*=is, righ-t to its obsessions. 
'ristakes' 

andJx*tfffi::^;;il2!;ll1ll,,'J*ouou, 
n.

-Aba Eban' Tinrcs of Inclfu' Decerr.rber 20' 
The birth of Bangla o*t h* iiee' accompaniecl by

orrl1, if urr" ,rfi..r"., o-ITstr.orlg inferiority com- 
the death of the area's 

!;#8":x:rrrlJrlti"#;tlt;"' ,r.
irlex in regalcl to Pakistan and allo*'ecl the thought of
it, p.utu"tt in u'ar to completely dorninate one's mind Thc last goocl Egyptia' joke rvas the o'e about
rvoirld one be so verv elatecl by success ovel it' Preside't Sadat issuirrg a clecree prolonging 1971, and

_-lrrniorr. 
December 21. that stoppecl being fuirrlv rome time back.

-The Econotnisf. December 18'
If the Inclian arn-l)/ clears the rvav for an indepen- '

clent starte of Banglrr Desh, Inciia u'ill acquire a cleperl-

clenc,v in thc east morc experisive 'ancl nlore potentialll'
clisruptive than tl-re refugees' artlcl ati r:llelll\: ir-r the

x,est lnore irnplacable than the unitecl Pakistrln Thesc

trre trrro velv bacl rc'asons for going to s'ar.

-'[lrc Econon'tist (Lonclorl), Dec'crnbcr -1'

if lo., arL' gettirlg to a stage u'here one has to be
proviclecl s'ith a paper bag in the theatre as jn arl Aero-
plrrne. I slrall stav at home.

-Johri \\'eightmari in Ettcotuter, October 1971.

Fnrroou Frnsr,
C/o Democratic Research Service.

127, lrlahatma Gandhi Road,

Bombay 1'
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IIe is/I ant. u sturlent' I remit Rs' 3.00
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I hi*'e lrcard it said by olthodox \larxists that tlie
only class struggle that exists in the Soviet Union is the
struggle betu'een the Ruling Bureaucracy and the
Sovit't pet-,plc.

-George Urban in Etrcounter, October' 197I.

Indian foreign policy is in general t'ightly knos'n for
bcirig more iiypocritical though no ldss violent or self-
seeking than that of other nations'

-I'rof. Peter \\/iles it Encounter, October 1971.

If it is pelmissible to sencl your arny across an

interuationi border to make sure that the local people

.get the sort of government they u'ant, th-ele are pre-
iious feru bordeis tbat cannot be crossed for the same

IeiIsolt.

-The Econonrisf, December 18.

If the Creator lrad a purpose in equipping us rvith a
neck, lie sulell' meaut us to stick it out'

-Artlrul Koc'stler, quoted in Ettcotrnter, October 1971'

Irrrblislrccl for thc l)eniocrirtic Ilescar-ch Servicc b:' J. R. I'atel, Associate Eclitor, l:reedom Firs.i at 127'

3,;;1J,,)''l ,i;,f printecl 1,.. i,ii,, at Iirlanci Printers,55 Gandei'i Roa<l, Rornbal' 7'
lvl. Candhi Road,
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