249

FEBRUARY 1973

I3 O RN 0 g

CIBERAL 108K

EDITOR: M. R. MASANI

“CARRY ON,” SAID RAJAJI

S. V. Raju

THE avalanche of tributes paid to Rajaji have cut
‘ across all state, national and international boun-
daries. They encompass people of every vocation, of
every class and of every persuasion.

This, more than anything else, bears testimony to
“his versatility. While I was not a witness to the
. funeral procession and the cremation, I could learn
'from the radio commentary and the eye-witness

accounts of my colleagues who were present at the
huge concourse of men and women who first streamed
to Rajaji Hall where he lay in state and subsequently
joined the procession. Most of them were poor people
—men and women, red-eyed with grief, most of whom
may never have seen him personally but all of whom
would have read him in the pages of Kalki. Their
Chakravarti (Tamil for Emperor), who wrote Chakra-
varti Tirumahan (the Emperor’s son) was dead.

The moment he died, the State claimed Rajaji as

its own, as if in atonement for so criminally ignoring
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his advice and counsel when he was alive. For the
voice of Rajaji, in the last fifteen years of his life, was
one of pain and anguish at the way things were going
in India.

AIR and the pronouncements by those in the esta-
blishment gave one the impression that Rajaji’s public
career came to an end with the award of the Bharat
Ratna in 1955. They thought that by giving him his
pension, they could pension him off from public life.
If Rajaji had acquiesced, what a loss it would have
been for the country and how different would have
been the political history of post-Independent Indial
But' Rajaji was not the retiring type. Nehru was
Gandhiji’s heir, but Rajaji was his conscience keeper.

It is for history and future biographers to tell us
what was Rajaji’s most significant contribution. I am
sure many would agree with what I consider to be the
most pertinent tribute paid to him by Mr. N. A.
Palkhivala:

“History may regard Rajaji's most memorable work
to be what he attempted without immediate success,
during the last years of his life—to rekindle the
spirit of liberty. Perhaps no other figure in world
history, at Rajaji’s age and against such overwhelm-
ing odds, tried so much, dared so much and gave so
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